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Agriculture, Business and Healthcare

2020 was looking to bring with it many new beginnings. The city of Frankfort has a new mayor 
and is hoping to open the city up to new business and with that new business new 
infrastructure downtown. Lafayette is in the middle of a large park renovation and two large 
business district revitalization projects. But, all those projects came to a screeching halt after 
the COVID-19 pandemic landed on U.S. shores. Now every government, business and hospital in 
the viewing area is now in crisis mode hoping to maintain their safety and wallets.



1-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:65)

Mayor Martin wants to bring higher paying jobs to the area, and create more housing.  Along with that... 
the new Mayor wants to improve public transportation not only in Logansport but in Cass County as a 
whole. However, revitalization throughout the community is one of the mayor’s top priorities. Mayor 
Martin says revitalizing the community will encourage people who live in Logansport to take more pride 
in where they live.  

1-2 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30) 

"Visit Indiana" has a new campaign to keep people out and exploring across the state this year. "Hashtag 
The 20 IN 20" is a curated list of Indiana's top 20 spots in 20 different categories. Yesterday, they 
released the first two categories - small towns and restaurants. West Lafayette made the second list for 
Triple X Family Diner on campus. The remaining lists will be announced throughout the year. You're 
encouraged to share your visits to the places named with "Hashtag The 20 IN 20" on social media.

1-2 Ran 11 P.M. News (:45)

Tempers were high at a Dayton town hall meeting. Some of the town workers are concerned their 
financial assistance for health care could be in danger. Recently, the town board voted to raise a health 
care stipend from 350 to 500 dollars. But several positions on the board changed in the last election. The 
new board is considering freezing that increase. They say they'd like to see how it could affect cost to 
the town and impact the budget. They plan to do this by doing research on other towns the same size. 
Clerk Treasurer, Michelle Frewerd, says the increased stipend was put into place for a reason.

1-4 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:40)

Although marijuana in the State of Indiana is illegal, CBD isn't. One local family in Delphi was uniquely 
inspired to open a CBD shop and is using it to give back to the community. News 18's Marvin Bills has 
this story.

1-6 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45) 

Needlers Market has been open for 5 months.... and now one customer says.. the grocery store is selling 
non-perishable foods that are expired. The store says this is the first time they have been notified that 
there has been expired food on their shelves. I spoke with the health department to learn about the 
protocol surrounding non-perishable goods.

1-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

The Journal and Courier is shutting down its printing press in Lafayette. Today's edition announced that 
starting next month its papers will be printed in Indianapolis. The Journal & Courier is owned by 
Gannett, which also owns the Indianapolis Star. The article says the company is choosing to move its 
production to Indianapolis because it makes financial sense. Former J and C employees say this decision 
is a sign of the ever-changing times in the media.



1-7 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45)

New tonight -- IU Health Arnett is leading a free class to help community members quit smoking. The 8-
week course started tonight and aims to counsel people about the benefits of giving up tobacco. Thanks 
to a $12,500 grant - there will be support from a Tobacco Treatment Specialist along with free nicotine 
replacement. Indiana has the 10th highest smoking rate among states and 1 in 5 people in the state use 
tobacco. Tori Ramsey-Moriarty says she is committed to helping anyone who can set aside the time to 
come to her class.

1-8 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35) 

The City of Lafayette is officially taking over the Lafayette Theatre this today. Tonight the marquee was 
lit up as symbolic gesture welcoming the Long Center as the new leaders. The first show they're 
promoting is the Big Bubble Bonanza a family friendly show presented by IU Health.  As we previous 
reported on April 23, the city bought the venue for $290,000. The property appraised in the $500,000 to 
$600,000 range. The building is 82 years old.

1-8 Ran Noon News (:30)

New this midday - West Lafayette's M-C-L Restaurant and Bakery will close later this month - after half a 
century of service. The announcement was made on a sign posted on the front door of the business. 
According to the posting, M-C-L's last day of operations will be on January 19th. M-C-L Restaurant and 
Bakery operates many locations throughout Indiana with several in Ohio and Illinois. W-L-F-I has 
reached out to the owners or comment on why the restaurant is closing but we have not yet received a 
response.

1-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

While one restaurant option is closing in West Lafayette, another is set to open. The Indianapolis-based 
Patachou restaurant group is opening up 'Public Greens' at Purdue. It will be a fast-casual, farm-to-table 
restaurant. The building will go up on the corner of Northwestern and Stadium Avenue near Lambert 
Fieldhouse. The restaurant will serve namesake dishes and build-your-own-bowl options.  It will be the 
fourth Public Greens location, and first for the restaurant group outside of Indianapolis. But hold up! 
Purdue President Mitch Daniels says there could be more new restaurant options coming soon.

1-8 Ran 10 P.M. News (:28) 

A new business is moving into Sagamore Parkway in West Lafayette. Copper Moon Coffee will be taking 
over the old Salin Bank on 351 Sagamore Parkway. That's between the Chase Bank and the Dog N' Suds. 
Salin Bank merged with Horizon Bank in 2018. The opening of this Copper Moon marks the store's ninth 
location. It has its flagship store in Lafayette. West Lafayette's Director of Development says that Copper 
Moon Coffee will fit right in along with the other new developments.



1-13 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30) 

And the City council approved a tax abatement for a company in Lafayette. As we previously reported, 
Worwag Coatings has been in the community for 24 years. It's an automotive company that 
manufactures chemical coating products. The German based company operates on a world wide scale.
And a big part of its productions come from right here in Lafayette. The seven-year tax abatement will 
help the company hire at least 20 new employees, get new equipment and upgrade its property located 
on Kossuth Street.

1-15 Ran Noon News (:30) 

KitchenArt will close its doors for the final time after a retirement sale this month. The business is 
located in the College Park Center. That's near Sagamore Parkway and Win Hentschel Boulevard. The 
business helped start the West Lafayette Farmer's Market. KitchenArt has also sponsored Art on the 
Wabash for the last 15 years. A news release says it's closing so the owner can pursue goals outside the 
business.

1-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:20) 

Greater Lafayette Commerce is naming the small business of the year award for 2019 tonight. There is 
lot of excitement and anticipation in the air here at The Outpost as we wait for the next small business 
of the year to be crowned. Local leaders are here including Mayors Roswarski and Dennis.
As well as State representative Sheila Klinker.

1-16 Ran Morning News (:37) 

Happening today- chick-fil-a is back and better than ever here in Lafayette. The restaurant is just opened 
its new location on the corner of Creasy Lane and South Street a few minutes ago. The chicken giant's 
last day at its previous restaurant on South Street was Monday. Construction lasted about five months. 
The new location is 800 square feet larger. It has a bigger parking lot and a new drive thru-with two 
lanes for ordering. Managers say the biggest difference in the restaurant is the layout and the kitchen. 
They say by improving the restaurant, they can make Chick-Fil-A the best place to eat and work in 
Lafayette.

1-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (2:03)

There is a new breakthrough in cancer research today all thanks to one of Purdue's own. Tyler Trent 
died on New Year's Day following an inspirational battle with bone cancer. News 18's Trevor Peters 
explains how lives could soon be saved from the gift he left behind.

1-18 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:45) 

Two sisters have partnered to open up a cafe in Benton County. This comes after seeing a need for more 
amenities in the community. News 18's Micah Upshaw tells us how this cafe is working to enhance the town.



1-19 Ran 6 P.M. News (:29)

If you spend time in downtown Lafayette, you may have noticed a rising trend. Women business owners 
are making their mark. Women own at least 20 of the businesses that sit in the downtown area. In 
Lafayette alone there are more than 300 women business owners. Some occupy buildings and others 
run their business from home. The Association of Women Business Owners reports there are more than. 
12-hundred women business owners in Tippecanoe County. President Shelly Bays calls it a powerful 
movement.

1-20 Ran 10 P.M. News (:31)

Jeff Martin owns Triple B Tilapia. He has a nursery and hatchery. His farm in Demotte is a constantly 
kept at a warm 80 degrees with 100 percent humidity. He supplies fish to shops like Better World 
Market here in West Lafayette. Martin brought a big order of fish to the shop today in order to help 
them prepare for the Chinese New Year starting on Saturday. He says tilapia is a versatile fish that he 
can sell all year round.

1-21 Ran Noon News (:31)

As we previously reported, the city took ownership of the Lafayette Theater earlier this month. Today, 
the board of works approved the lease agreement. The ten-year lease will allow the Long Center expand 
operations into the Lafayette Theater for 10 dollars a year. This Sunday is the first scheduled 
performance since the city took over. So far, the outlook is positive for the presentation of Big Bubble 
Bonanza.

1-22 Ran Noon News (:29) 

New at noon, the site of the former Great Lakes Chemical company in West lafayette is being torn down 
to make way for new development. New at noon, the site of the former Great Lakes Chemical company 
in West lafayette is being torn down to make way for new development. The stretch of buildings sit near 
Sagamore Parkway and Morehouse Road. West Lafayette Mayor John Dennis says the soil has been 
tested to make sure it's safe. He says the Indiana Department of Environmental Management is in 
charge of making sure there are no potential hazards for future development. Now it's just a matter of 
figuring out what's replacing it.

1-22 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31) 

The real estate agency will move one block north into the former Haywood Printing Building. That's at 
the corner of 5th and Ferry Streets. The building's first floor will be converted into office space for 
Coldwell Banker Shook. 22 apartments will be built on the upper stories. The move will downsize the 
agency's space. But Broker Owner Charlie Shook says the building's open floorplan provides a clean slate 
for planning.



1-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:17)

The former Haywood Printing Building will soon be the new home to the Coldwell Banker Shook Agency. 
On Tuesday, the real estate agency announced it will be moving headquarters. As News 18's Balint 
Szalavari reports, principles Charlie and Steve Shook believe the change well help their agency grow.

1-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (:28) 

The site of the former Great Lakes Chemical company in West lafayette is being torn down to make way 
for new development. The stretch of buildings sit near Sagamore Parkway and Morehouse Road. West 
Lafayette Mayor John Dennis says the soil has been tested to make sure it's safe. He says the Indiana 
Department of Environmental Management is in charge of making sure there are no potential hazards 
for future development. Now it's just a matter of finding something new for the property.

1-23 Ran Noon News (:30) 

Several local schools are closed Thursday and Friday due to a large flu outbreak in their buildings. Today 
students were dismissed early from Otterbein Elementary School. Benton Community School 
Corporation Superintendent Gregg Hoover says more than 20 percent of the school has come down with 
the flu. Hoover says the building will undergo a deep cleaning this weekend. If health officials give the o-
k, the school will re-open on Monday.

1-23 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

Purdue researchers are making strides to develop a medicine that will fight against the coronavirus. The 
emerging virus has killed 17 people in China and sickened hundred. Earlier this week the CDC confirmed 
the United States' first case in Washington state. News 18's Marvin Bills shares how a drug that could 
stop an epidemic is in the works right here.

1-26 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30) 

Construction has been delayed this month but the project is still at the fore-front for city planners. 
Project engineer Dan Auckley says some building equipment didn't arrive on time. But once it does, 
construction will continue. "The Tap" is a craft brewery with a pub food menu. It'll be located in the 
retail space underneath "The Rise" apartments. This project is part of major redevelopment coming to 
the city's downtown area.

1-26 Ran 6 P.M. News (:27) 

Big League Sports is now open on the east-side of Lafayette. The fifty-five-hundred square foot space 
caters to sports enthusiast to enjoy food, drinks and games. If you aren't a sports enthusiast there are 
still things for you to enjoy. The Bar & Grill has pool tables and DJs on the weekends. Co-owner Jerry 
Strok says he's excited to bring a fresh space for having a good time and watching sports.



1-26 Ran 11 P.M. News (:33) 

The Lafayette theatre was full of bubbles this afternoon for the Jeff Boyer's Big Bubble Bonanza. This is 
first event the Long Center has held at the theatre. Jeff Boyer is a performer. 
He entertains his audiences with bubbles. Broyer is also in the Guinness Book of World Records. Nearly 
four-hundred families arrived to take part in this bubbly event. This event is a part of The Long Center 
and Lafayette Theatre's partnership to create a downtown performing arts campus. Executive Director 
for The Long Center, John Hughey, says this is a great start for what's to come next.

1-28 Ran Morning News (:31) 

Now you can shop with all your favorite local vendors- but it's indoors. The market will take place every 
Tuesday until the end of April. It runs from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. Planning for the new market has been in 
the works for over a year now. Kati Davis says they're trying to make the winter market individually 
unique. But they also have built it like Tippecanoe County's other farmers markets.

1-28 Ran 11 P.M. News (:21) 

Benton and Rensselaer schools are back open today, but another district in our viewing area is facing an 
even longer closure due to the flu. Fairview Elementary in Logansport is out for the rest of the week, 
while several students recover from the flu. A few staff members still came in today to help the 
sanitization process. Aaron Cantrell spoke to those inside.

1-29 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30) 

McCord Candies was added to the list as one of the must-visit candy shops.  The candy shop has been 
operating in Lafayette for more than a hundred years.  McCord's is one of twenty other candy shops of 
the list of sweets and candy shops that are considered must visit places by the Indiana Office of Tourism 
and Development. The owner of McCord's says what sets their candy shop apart from others is the 
variety of items they offer to customers.

1-29 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

Johns Bakery in Monticello will shut down operations after five decades of business. Now the owners 
are speaking about the reasons behind their decision. Dave and Sandy Johns opened the business just a 
few years after they got married in the early 70's. They say their kids grew up at the bakery. The cafe 
and donut shop has become a place where many Monticello natives grab a bite every day. That's why 
the Johns say making the decision to close was so hard.. Because they have had so many loyal 
customers. But in the end, the Johns say they're getting worn out, and it's been hard to find good help at 
the bakery.



1-30 Ran 5 P.M. News (:36) 

Trustee Jennifer Teising says the township had to dip into savings to provide services for the fire 
department. Leaders are currently seeking an emergency loan in the amount of 440-thousand dollars. It 
would go toward hiring two full-time firefighters, increasing staff and benefits and replenishing the 
township's rainy day fund. The loan would raise property taxes by $50 for every $100,000 assessed 
property value. Residents have asked the the Department of Local Government Finance to review the 
loan.

2-1 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

It's called the Purdue Honey Project. 
"It all started over the summer. I work here in the pilot lab. And my boss Eric Curlac came to me and said 
I have this idea."  The idea to create local honey, call it Boiler Bee Honey and sell it. "The Entomology 
department here has always had an apiary where they keep bees and they make their own honey."

2-2 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:35) 
Tourist traveling to the Wabash & Erie Canal Park in Carroll County this summer will have a new amenity 
offered. The park has decided to create cabins that date back to the 1850s that visitors can rent out. 
Park owners say this invites a new way for people to learn about history.

2-3 Ran Noon News (:24) 

The university made this decision after the U.S. State Department issued a Level 4 Do not Travel 
advisory.  Purdue will cover all travel costs for the six students currently studying in Shanghai to return 
early. The university will make sure all of the students affected by the early end to the semester abroad 
will have housing, financial resources and enrollment in to classes once they return to campus.

2-3 Ran 6 P.M. News (:28) 

Managers are hoping to hire at least 65 people this month. Today kicked off the first hiring event in 
Young Hall at Purdue University. Managers are interviewing applicants and teaching them what the job 
entails. They're hosting two more events this Friday and again next Tuesday. It is open for anyone 
looking for employment. Applicants are happy Target is offering the event.

2-4 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:39)

Camp Tecumseh is in the middle of a 2 and a half year fundraising campaign.  It has been an escape to 
breathe in fresh air, make smores, and camp with friends and family for the last 96 years. Now its time 
for some renovations. I talked to the CEO to hear how that's going. 

2-5 Ran 10 P.M. News (:27)

In a letter to parents, Carroll Superintendent Keith Thackery said there has been a high rate of absent 
students and staff. Clinton Central posted on its Facebook page saying there was excessive illness. Both 
corporations will operate under an eLearning day Thursday and Friday. The schools will undergo a 
cleaning with an expected Monday return.



2-10 Ran 10 P.M. News (:36) 

As we have previously reported, the school corporation is struggling financially. Superintendent Gregg 
Hoover told us back in November that they can make it through 2022 with the current financial 
situation. After much community discussion, the board passed a referendum that would increase 
property taxes 31 cents for every 100 dollars. Superintendent Hoover says they already cut a lot of 
programs about 10 years ago. He says this is their best option to give the best education possible to 
students.

2-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

Two Indiana Agencies recently launched the first ever statewide vape education and prevention 
trainings. The focus of the trainings are not only for educators but for the public as well. The training 
opportunities will provide data related to youth vaping, address current vaping devices and offer 
discussion around policies schools can institute to combat on-campus vaping. The program is also 
available to the public so parents can attend. The goal of the program is get the word out about 
programs that are working in the fight against youth vaping.  

2-12 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:19)

One business in West Lafayette is giving back to the community. Starting this month Blue Fox Heating 
and Cooling will donate a thousand dollars to area non-profits. I talked with one of the owners who says 
this is their way of saying thank you to people who work to make the community we live in a better 
place. 

2-12 Ran 10 P.M. News (:33)

A new fast casual restaurant is moving into Sagamore Parkway in West Lafayette. Another McAlister's 
Deli will officially replace the MCL Restaurant by October. The more than 400 franchises serves giant 
spuds, sandwiches and soups, but is most known for its sweet tea. This McAlister's will be at 521 
Sagamore Parkway and include a drive-thru. It will only take up part of the building as more tenants will 
be possible in the future. Erik Carlson says it will be a popular destination and will continue to help the 
economic growth of Sagamore Parkway.

2-12 Ran 11 P.M. News (:27) 

The Indiana Veterans' Home is looking for a new superintendent. A spokesperson for the facility says 
former superintendent Linda Sharp resigned her position last month. They say her last day will be 
February 28th. I-V-H is currently in the process of looking for a new superintendent. A job listing for the 
position was posted on the Work for Indiana website. It was posted on February 9th. The spokesperson 
could not comment any further on specific personnel matters.



2-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:35) 

The East End of Downtown has a new development opening up soon. After the demolition of the old 
R&M Meat Market Wrapped up last year... a new restaurant will be bringing some new life to the area, a 
development that owners say is creating a ripple effect for the east end of downtown.

2-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (:33)

As temperatures continue to fall so does the amount of time it takes to get frostbite. And health officials 
are reminding people the dangers of frostbite. In temperatures like today you can get frostbite in as 
little as thirty-minutes. Doctors say you can also get frostbite with gloves and a hat on if you're not 
properly layered. They say notice for skin that feels numb, unusually firm or waxy and discoloration. 
Physician Assistant for Franciscan Health Calin Ostler says it's important to know the signs of frostbite 
and catching it before it gets serious.

2-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

Purdue University is freezing tuition for the ninth year in a row. This makes seven graduating classes 
now earning their degrees without an increase in tuition. Purdue University's tuition freeze is the latest 
effort to keep the price of a quality college education as low as possible. According to the university, 
59% of Purdue students in West Lafayette graduated debt free in 2018 and 2019. That's 16% higher than 
the national graduating debt-free rate. Students say the tuition freeze is combating student loan debt.

2-17 Ran 10 P.M. News (:28) 

Green bandanas are popping up around Purdue's Campus this week. They are in honor of Mental Health 
Awareness week being recognized today through Friday. This week is for students and faculty to check 
in with their health. There are a series of events being held this week to bring light to mental health 
issues. Including group exercise classes, social events and guest speakers. Provost Jay Akridge says a big 
part of this week is breaking the stigma about asking for help.

2-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:38)

The White County Economic Development Director Randy Mitchell confirmed that Apex Park decided to 
close the attraction. News 18's Jordan Burrows joins us live to tell us what lead to the decision. Jordan, 
what can you tell us?

2-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:36) 

The Indiana Attorney General is on a statewide tour advocating for public safety. Today he made a stop 
in Tippecanoe County. Curtis Hill is working to bridge the gap between law enforcement and lawmakers 
through a Public Safety Coalition. He joined prosecutors and police in conversations discussing the issues 
they're facing here in the county. One major topic they tackled is the issue of individuals recommitting 
crimes soon after being released from jail. Through traveling to various communities, Hill says he's able 
to provide better solutions than he would just sitting at the Statehouse.  



2-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31) 

We've seen lots of new murals pop up along Wabash avenue as part of the Wabash walls project. 
Habitat for humanity has also been working in this area for several decades. And the city wants to show 
how it plans to build on that momentum at tonight's Boldly Wabash open house.

2-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30) 

The number of HIV cases in Tippecanoe County reached a five-year low in 2019. That's according to the 
latest data released by the Tippecanoe County Health Department. Last year, the county had six 
reported cases of HIV. That's down by more than double from 2015 where 15 cases were reported. The 
number of Hepatitis C cases saw an increase between the last two years. But County Health Officer 
Jeremy Adler says the numbers as a whole have seen a decrease since the creation of Gateway to Hope.

2-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

A new 160-thousand-dollar mobile health unit is hitting the streets of Greater Lafayette. It was unveiled 
by the Tippecanoe County Health Department this morning. The mobile unit was built to help increase 
community outreach. It will offer year-round STD, Hepatitis C and HIV testing. Health Department 
officials will also be able to provide vaccines and immunizations. It will also be used during festivals and 
back to school programs. Nursing Supervisor Khala Hochstedler says the mobile unit has been in the 
works for more than a year.
2-19 Ran 6 P.M. News (:40)

Well today Indiana beach did release a statement saying. "Despite significant effort and a great deal of 
investment in infrastructure and rides, we have not seen an improvement in operating results.  As such, 
we made the difficult decision to cease operations." The company also said it would try to help team 
members and others affected to minimize impact. The statement didn't provide any explanation for 
season ticket holders. It directed further questions to indianabeach.com, where there is a document you 
can fill out with specific questions. We asked the company for specific information on whether season 
ticket holders could expect their money back. Apex has not responded.

2-20 Ran Morning News (:32) 

Montgomery County officially has rules on the books about where large scale animal feeding operations 
can be built. We've been following this controversial story since last summer. After several months of 
debate, county commissioners signed an ordinance into law. It says that a CFO or CAFO can reduce it's 
distance away from a neighboring property line by the amount of odor-reducing measures it has in 
place. Coming up in the next half hour, we'll tell you why some people are worried about the potential 
impact on people's health and quality of life.



2-20 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

Local experts say the average price for a home on Lake Shafer has actually increased. In 2007 the 
average price for a home on Lake Shafer was one-hundred and eighty-two-thousand dollars. In 2019 the 
average was 229-thousand, a nearly 90-thousand-dollar increase. Last year the average price for homes 
alongside the Geist Reservoir came in the highest at over a million dollars. Average prices for homes 
along Lake Shafer came in at being the lowest in Indiana. Real Estate agent Aaron Ruemler says 
homeowners shouldn't worry about a decrease.

2-20 Ran 5 P.M. News (:36) 

In the wake of Indiana Beach closing city officials are looking towards the future.  Water is everywhere in 
the town of Monticello... and now... the town is looking to capitalize on those water ways. The 
Monticello redevelopment commission is working to start the first phase of the Monticello River Walk. 
The Historic Society Plaza will be the start of the river walk development. The redevelopment 
commission hopes to break ground on this project in late June. They want to have the plaza completed 
by the end of the summer. Community leaders say this project is vital for Monticello's future.

2-20 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:34) 

A Cass County native will be spending the next two weeks in a isolated hospital room in California after 
she tested positive for the coronavirus. She isn't showing symptoms yet. Max Lewis spoke to her by 
video chat about how she's doing and her experiences in quarantine.

2-20 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:23) 

Indiana House Bill 1198 is waiting approval from Governor Holcomb. It already passed the house and 
senate. It's a bi-partisan bill allowing more public safety jobs to be under the umbrella of first 
responders. I talked to the Chief of Wabash Township Fire. He says this bill is long-time coming. 

2-21 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

The neighborhood near Columbian Park has a local deli once again. Parkside Deli wasn't always a beer 
and sandwich shop. After several ownership changes, it was momentarily rebranded a seafood 
restaurant. The lot sat empty for a few years until Scott Blankman came into the picture. He purchased 
the lot after seeing the potential business when Loeb Stadium construction is complete in 2021. Burgers 
and Ruebens were put back on the menu, including their selection of beer. Blankman says their location 
will allow them to avoid the issues restaurants in downtown Lafayette have.\

2-21 Ran 5 P.M. News (:39)

While some schools in the area have struggled with keeping kids from catching the flu... one elementary 
school in Lafayette has high attendance numbers. Vinton Elementary has an attendance rate of around 
94 percent. And the school nurse say it's thanks to a health program they are part of called FLUency.



2-24 Ran Morning News (:30)

The Elkhart Fire Department is switching to a safer method of putting out fires. When water doesn't 
work, firefighters use a foam to quench the flames. However, the standard foam is linked to causing 
cancer. For decades’ fire departments have been using a chemical without realizing the harm to humans 
and the environment. Switching to this new foam is safer since it doesn't contain P-F-A-S in it, which 
contain carcinogens.  Chief Steve Kamp also says it's more effective, and still costs the same.

2-24 Ran Noon News (:21) 

Happening today, a Greater Lafayette favorite is opening for the 20-20 season. It's Dog n Suds 64th year 
of business in Lafayette. Today's opening also marks the 15th year of business in West Lafayette. Do you 
like coney dogs? If you do, take advantage of their 99 cent coney dog sale today through wednesday. 
Both locations are open from 11 a-m to 9 p-m today.

2-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33) 

More than 90 percent of the needles handed out by the Tippecanoe County Health Department in 2019 
were returned in exchange for a clean syringe. The department saw a total return rate of 94-point-four 
percent. That's above the state's average of 80 percent for similar programs. According to Health Officer 
Jeremy Adler, the data only includes returning participants. The syringe exchange program was created 
to help combat the county's rising number of Hepatitis C cases. Adler says participants are given a 
sharps container the department uses to collect data.

2-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33) 

West Lafayette city developers are looking to continue to bring new businesses to Sagamore Parkway. 
Multiple business has recently announced their plans to develop in the area. As we previously 
reported, McAlister's Deli and Copper Moon will be opening franchises in West Lafayette. Work is also 
currently being completed on the former Bar Barry Liquors. A demolition permit was awarded for the 
building. But there is no plan for what will be going in building. Mayor John Dennis says the city is 
working to make such spaces ready for new businesses.

2-24 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

The Coronavirus continues to be a concern of health professionals all over the world.  That's why the 
Health Department in Tippecanoe County has a plan in place in case the virus makes its way to Indiana. I 
talked with local health professionals who say the plan is a team effort. 

2-25 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26) 

Franciscan Health East is celebrating ten years of operation today. Staff and incoming patients were 
invited to cookies and hot chocolate. The hospital was in need of a replacement facility a decade ago. It 
had a choice to either renovate an older location or build a new one. Leaders chose the latter, building 
the current location on the east side of Lafayette. CEO Terry Wilson says the last ten years have been full 
of growth.



2-25 Ran 11 P.M. News (:45)

Tax return season is upon us again. And the VITA team at the United Way of Greater Lafayette is ready 
to help you. This is the 10th year that United Way has offered Volunteer Income Tax Assistance. Anyone 
who makes less than 66-thousand dollars can get the free service. Volunteers will take you step by step 
through the sometimes daunting task of filing your taxes. Many of the volunteers are Purdue students 
from the Krannert School of Management. Thomas Godwin is one of the coordinators for the program. 
He says regardless of how big the refund, the people are grateful for their help.

2-25 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:49)

Health experts say smoking kills more than 11,000 Hoosiers per year. There are lots of ways to try to 
quit, but for some, it could come down to strength in numbers. IU Health Arnett offers a free group 
course run by respiratory therapists. Here's what a longtime smoker, and member of the class thinks.

2-26 Ran Noon News (:42) 

A major announcement out of Subaru at this hour. 350 new jobs are coming to the area. It's thanks to a 
158-million-dollar expansion to Subaru of Indiana Automotive in Lafayette. SIA will build a new service 
parts facility and a transmission assembly shop.  Construction will begin this summer.  The service parts 
facility will be a stand-alone building on the property. The transmission assembly shop will be added on 
to the existing plant.  More than 6-thousand employees work at the Lafayette manufacturing plant. The 
Ascent, Impreza, Legacy and Outback are all produced at the facility off State Road 38. Hear what 
Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski has to say about the big announcement tonight on News 18 at five and 
six.
2-26 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

If you take a look at your screen, this is a map of the proposed area. It's just north of Frankfort around 
the area of Kilmore. I spoke with Elizabeth Stitzel on the phone earlier. She's the executive Director for 
the Clinton County APC. Invenergy is the main company submitting this proposal. She says tonight is 
about the first of three steps for approval. The APC will making the zoning overlay recommendation. 
Which specifically looks at the plot of land up for discussion. She says they will either make a favorable, 
unfavorable or neutral recommendation.

2-27 Ran Morning News (:35) 

Purdue University is cancelling all university-sponsored trips to countries at a high- risk for the 
coronavirus. The Centers for Disease Control is listing countries as level two and level three risks for the 
illness. China, South Korea, Iran, Italy & Japan are all at those levels. Purdue says they will take 
additional steps if any countries are added to the list. In the meantime, Purdue is urging people to pay 
close attention to the CDC risk levels if they're traveling abroad.



2-27 Ran 10 News (:25) 

A local business is investing over a million dollars into a new facility. Antique Candle Company has been 
in business in the Lafayette area for six years. The e-commerce startup company is now worth nearly 5 
million dollars and is growing rapidly every day. Which is why the company is now investing in an older 
building in Lafayette. The company hopes by expanding its footprint in Lafayette other startup 
companies will follow suit.

2-28 Ran Noon News (1:11) 

In continuing coverage this midday, Indiana Beach season ticket holders are being encouraged to 
contact the Attorney General's office if they have problems obtaining refunds. Apex Parks abruptly 
closed Indiana Beach in Monticello *and Fantasy Island amusement park in upstate New York two weeks 
ago.  Indiana Beach season ticket holders report to us that they're having difficulty receiving refunds. In 
New York, the State Attorney General's Office sent a letter to Apex telling the company to refund season 
passes for the upcoming season. It also threatens to subpoena the company if it doesn't comply.

2-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

Some local third and fourth graders are more knowledgeable about the world of agriculture.     
McCutcheon High School's FFA Department and Purdue Extension hosted the ABCs of Ag today. 
Students were able to have hands on experience greeting with animals typically found on the farm. Local 
Ag Businesses and vendors also showed the kids what they do in the community. Hannah Ryan with 
McCutcheon High School says the event helps get the younger generation more involved and interested 
in agriculture.

2-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27) 

Bacteria and fermented foods are something to celebrate for many Lafayette business owners. Right 
now, many are gathered at MatchBOX Co-working Studios show casing their fermented foods for the 
community. I'm here at Lafayette's first Business of Bacteria Event. Consuming these kinds of foods like 
wines and cheese isn't new. But what is new is the number of owners building their businesses off the 
food. Today's goal is to educate people on the benefits of eating these kinds of foods.

2-28 Ran 6 P.M. News (:32) 

Monticello community members are hosting a rally in hopes to save Indiana Beach. One resident is 
organizing the event outside the amusement park gates tomorrow at noon. Dustin Sprunger is a 
Monticello native. His goal is to build buzz to get potential buyers interested in purchasing the beach. 
Right now, it's unclear what the future of the land looks like. Sprunger created an online petition to save 
the beach the night of the closer announcement. It now has more than 46-thousand signatures. 
Sprunger and others have high-hopes for the rally.



2-28 Ran 10 P.M. News (:38) 

Goodrich Quality Theaters has filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. The company owns 30 
theaters in five states. Nine of those theaters are in Indiana, including Eastside 10 IMAX, Lafayette 7 and 
Wabash Landing 9 in Greater Lafayette. As we previously reported the theater chain recently let go all of 
their teenage workers with no formal explanation.  Paperwork filed this week shows the theater chain 
owes about 33 million dollars to creditors including Disney, IMAX, Pepsi, Sony and Warner Brothers. The 
Michigan-based company plans to keep its theaters open. Chapter 11 would allow the chain to 
restructure its debts.

3-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31) 

A 38 - million - dollar expansion is coming to NHK Seating in Frankfort. In total, the project will create up 
to 100 new jobs. The 383 thousand square - foot expansion will more than double the company's 
current footprint. It will add three new production lines over the next three years. The new facility will 
be built on 45 acres along State Road 28 West near I-65. NHK Seating manufactures automotive seats 
and is a supplier to SIA. Construction is scheduled to begin this month. The project is expected to be 
completed in March 2021.

3-1 Ran 11 P.M. News (:31) 

Global defense and security company Saab is getting a reduction in its taxes. The West Lafayette City 
Council approved a 10-year tax abatement. It's worth roughly 2 million dollars over that time period.  As 
we previously reported, Saab is putting a new U.S. manufacturing operation in the Discovery Park 
District Aerospace on the west side of the Purdue University campus. The new location will support the 
production of the U.S. Air Force's next-generation T-X jet trainer and create up to 300 new jobs, with 
hiring already underway.

3-1 Ran 11 P.M. News (:32) 

A family-style italian restaurant is no longer in business in Lafayette. As of today, Spageddies Italian 
Kitchen on South Street is closed. On Facebook today the company said "After 25 great years in 
Lafayette, we have made the difficult decision to close our Lafayette location, effective immediately. We 
are grateful for your patronage and loyalty. It's been a fun ride. Sincerely, papa." Comments from 
several people said how friendly the staff was, how great the food was and lauded the terrific service. 
The site had been in business for 25 years.

3-2 Ran Noon News (:23) 

Two Lafayette restaurants -- just a quarter mile away from each other -- have abruptly closed. We have 
now just learned that Logan's Roadhouse closed. The steakhouse on South Street posted this sign to its 
door. It thanks its customers and says the location is now closed. News 18 is working to learn more 
about the reason behind the sudden closure. We'll have those updates on air and on WLFI dot com.



3-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:41) 

The Tippecanoe County Health Department issued a public health alert related to the Coronavirus. The 
health department didn't issue this alert to cause a panic, but it does want everyone in the community 
to have a greater awareness about what is occurring around the country. They want people who live in 
Tippecanoe County as well as visitors to take common sense steps to stay healthy as the virus continues 
to gain a foothold in the United States. As of now there are no diagnosis of the Coronavirus in Indiana or 
Tippecanoe County. However, Tippecanoe County Health Officer, Dr. Jeremy Adler says there have been 
people tested for the Coronavirus in Tippecanoe County.

3-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

This is the second year that CityBus has been recognized. They are being recognized for their efforts in 
switching from diesel fuel to compressed natural gas or CNG. Using CNG reduces CityBus's carbon 
footprint, saves on fuel costs and lowers maintenance and repair expenses. Bryce Gibson the Manager 
of Development for CityBus says that using CNG as opposed to diesel isn't only friendly to the 
environment but also tax payers.

3-4 Ran 10 P.M. News (:37) 

Amid the Coronavirus outbreak many local stores are selling out of cleaning supplies. Take a look at your 
screen. This is the West Lafayette Payless on Sagamore Parkway. Sold out of disinfectant wipes. Store 
managers say it has been like that for almost a week. Every brand and every scent - wiped out. In the 
aisles signs are posted limiting the quantity people can buy. It says in part due to the high demand and 
to support all customers these products are limited to 5 per customer. Our own Trevor Peters even 
posted a picture from South Street's Target on Facebook. Sold out as well. Most of the stores say they 
are also out of the flu masks.

3-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:16) 

A student is at home indefinitely after the West Lafayette Community School Corporation heard a 
parent is being tested for the Coronavirus. Superintendent Rocky Killion is responding. 
News 18's Marvin Bills shares what he is saying.

3-6 Ran 6 P.M. News (:47) 
Dr. Jeremy Adler stressed the point to stay calm. There are no cases of the Covid19 coronavirus in 
Tippecanoe County. He says if you exhibit symptoms like difficulty breathing and coughing it is most 
likely the flu because it is influenza season, but if you have those symptoms and you have traveled to or 
come into contact with someone from a Level 3 country - Call the Indiana state department of health. It 
is the only organization that can test for coronavirus. The level 3 countries are China, Japan, South Korea 
and Italy. Behind me is actually the presentation that played during Adler's press conference.



3-6 Ran 11 P.M. News (:34) 

In the meantime, if you do believe you're showing symptoms of the virus, what should you do? One 
thing state leaders stressed was the need to call ahead for your doctor or E-R. They don't want possible 
cases showing up to waiting rooms. You should be ready to self- quarantine. One Hoosier currently in 
self- quarantine says the process has been frustrating. She says she's having trouble getting a hold of 
someone with access to the tests. Karen Neville of Hendrick's county recently started experiencing flu 
like symptoms after visiting family in Seattle, which has several coronavirus cases.

3-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

City Bus is making sure they are prepared in the wake of the novel coronavirus. They said in the 
unfortunate event they experience a slight shortage of employees the they've identified routes they can 
pull back on. If the company is dealing with an extreme loss of employees and a severe case hits the 
area they'll limit bus operations to just Saturdays as they would for holidays. But they will still provide 
their contracted services. General Manger for City Bus Martin Sennett says these preparations are 
important.

3-9 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:29) 

Pizza lovers have one less option after Hungry Howie's Pizza in West Lafayette has closed indefinitely. 
The Indiana Department of Revenue has prohibited the restaurant from doing any business. News 18's 
Marvin Bills shares why they've been closed and how customers are reacting. 

3-9 Ran 10 P.M. News (:28) 

The City of West Lafayette is looking to make city council pay more competitive. West Lafayette city 
council members only make around $6,200 a year... across the river in Lafayette City Council members 
make around 14,800 dollars a year. West Lafayette City Council is considering a plan that would raise 
council salaries $3,000 each year from 2021 to 2023, bringing council pay to just over $16,000. West 
Lafayette Mayor John Dennis says a raise for council members in long overdue.

3-10 Ran Noon News (:33) 

I-U Health Hospitals in our area are responding to the spread of the coronavirus in the state. New this 
midday, there are tighter visitor restrictions at their locations in Lafayette, Frankfort and Monticello. I-U 
Health Arnett in Lafayette will now only will allow four visitors over the age of 18. Only two are allowed 
at IU Health Frankfort Hospital and IU Health White Memorial Hospital. No visitors under 18 years old 
are allowed at any of the hospitals, unless they are a patient or the parents of a pediatric patient. Only 
healthy adults should visit.

3-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:28) 
IU Health virtual clinic is now offering Indiana residents coronavirus screenings. This was launched in 
response to the outbreak. It screens patients from home, eliminating the need to visit a physician’s 
office or urgent care. The screenings run through the IU Health Virtual Visit app. Patients will be able to 
speak with a registered nurse through their phone or computer's camera. Chief Quality and Safety 
Officer Michele Saysana says the clinic reduces the risk of exposure.



3-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

Stocks took another major hit Monday, marking one of the worst days since the 2008 financial crisis. The 
New York Stock Exchange was halted for the first time in more than a decade. These halts occur when 
stocks have a major drop in prices in a short time. According to Purdue Professor of Finance John 
McConnell, stocks are down around 20 percent over the last few weeks. He says the ongoing 
coronavirus outbreak is a large reason why stocks have fallen. But the global decrease in oil is also 
hurting U-S investors.

3-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33) 

The Indiana Department of Corrections announced visitation restrictions due to concerns of the 
Coronavirus, but the Tippecanoe County Jail says they. will continue offering visitations as normal. 
One reason is because the Tippecanoe County jail has virtual visits. Offenders don't meet with their 
visitors in person. However, the jail is disinfecting frequently and asking staff to practice safe 
measures. Tippecanoe County Sheriff Bob Goldsmith says they are taking extra steps to ensure 
incoming offenders aren't at risk of the having the Coronavirus.

3-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:20)

Within the past half hour, the N-C-A-A announced this year’s basketball tournament will be played 
without fans. Only essential staff and limited family attendance will be allowed at Division One men's 
and women's basketball tournaments.

3-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

Our top story at five, there are now a total of 11 confirmed cases of the coronavirus in Indiana. The 
Department of Health confirmed the latest case in Saint Joseph County. The four other cases were 
reported by the Indiana State Department of Health this morning. These cases include one in Howard 
and three reported in Johnson County. The other counties reporting cases are Adams, Boone, Hendricks, 
Marion and Noble Counties.

3-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:27)

They halted production on the engine line today and sanitized it, after an employee went into self- 
quarantine. Someone working in that area was advised by a health care organization that they'd had 
direct exposure to a person with COVID-19. The Associate was notified while at work. That person will 
stay in self- quarantine for two weeks.

3-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:28) 

Coronavirus is giving you anxiety you should limit the amount of time you spend online and only pay 
attention to information that is meant to help keep you safe. Even though health experts say you should 
avoid contact with other people... mental health providers say you shouldn't have isolated yourself from 
loved ones.



3-12 Ran 6 P.M. News (:22)

The Tippecanoe County Health Department issued new guidance on the outbreak today. They're now 
advising that any public gatherings of 50 or more people be modified, postponed, or cancelled 
altogether. And, the so-called "worried well" are reportedly crowding at Emergency Rooms in Lafayette. 
Jeff has Tippecanoe County Public Health Officer Jeremy Adler in Studio for more.

3-12 Ran 11 P.M. News (:17)

Also, the Carroll County Jail has announced it won't be taking visitors until further notice. It applies to 
any visitors outside of what's necessary for the legal process. Sheriff Tobe Leazenby says the ban will 
continue until health professionals say the virus is no longer a concern.

3-13 Ran Noon News (:28)

And a Thursday night favorite for hundreds of Boilermakers was empty last night. The Neon Cactus 
announced on Facebook they would be closed overnight Thursday into Friday due to guidelines from 
local health officials. The state is discouraging non-essential gatherings of more than 250 people but 
Tippecanoe County officials are strengthening that to gatherings of 50 people. The Neon Cactus says 
they hope to know today what their schedule will look like moving forward.

3-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

I spoke with an employee who works at a Lafayette grocery store. He says his experience has looked a 
lot different since the coronavirus outbreak. Lines have been wrapped over towards their deli section, 
towards their produce department. He says the store normally receives a shipment of product every 
Tuesday and Friday. Although by Friday, they're drained of most things. And shoppers are weighing in 
saying there are hundreds of people in a store at a time. One shopper saying she waited in line for 
nearly an hour.

3-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

We spoke to several business owners offering carry-out and even free meals. La Scala's owners in 
Lafayette created a community comfort program. People can donate funds which will allow the 
restaurant to give free meals to families in need.  Restaurant owners say they're expecting to feel the 
negative effects of this state mandate. Kirsten Serrano is looking at positive side, which is doing what's 
best for everyone's safety.

3-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:29)

The Tippecanoe County Health Department has launched a coronavirus hotline. Residents can call to get 
their COVID-19 questions answered. The number is on your screen now. You can call during the hours of 
8 a-m- to 4 p-m Monday through Friday. Members of the department's nursing division are on the other 
end of the line.



3-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:28) 

Local restaurants are left dealing with uncertain times after the governor directs restaurants to close 
dine-in services. And some are finding a positive in this situation.
John Christodoulakis is an owner of several local restaurants, including The Bryant. They are donating 
some of their left over food to Food Finders. Today they loaded up a van and made a delivery to the 
food pantry. Christodoulakis says this is a time for helping the community that is always ready to help 
them.

3-17 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:29) 

Our top story - The Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office and Tippecanoe County judges are working 
together, daily, to address Coronavirus in the jail. With the situation ever changing, both Sheriff 
Goldsmith and Judge Steve Meyer are not ruling anything out. This includes speeding up any court cases 
involving work release or home monitoring. Here's the story. 

3-18 Ran Noon News (:29) 

If you need to get some temporary work, then we can point you in the right direction. Payless 
supermarkets says they're looking to hire temporary workers to get them through the increased 
demands of the outbreak. The positions could be in stores, manufacturing plants, or distribution 
centers. Those interested should fill out an application at jobs dot Kroger dot com. The company says it's 
a good fit for anyone underemployed during the outbreak, and you could be placed in a matter of days.

3-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:44) 

We start off with Breaking news. The Tippecanoe County Health Department says they have one 
presumptive positive case of the coronavirus. The patient is a Tippecanoe County Resident. The 
Tippecanoe county resident is currently in Florida. Dr. Jeremy Adler says they started feeling symptoms 
four days into their trip to Florida. They are currently being hospitalized in Florida and are being 
monitored by the Orange County department of health. The patient is in stable condition and will 
remain in Florida until they have been cleared. The Tippecanoe county health department will begin an 
investigation to ensure anyone in close contact to this individual who is in the county is being closely 
monitored. Dr Adler could not tell us the person’s gender or their age group. The health department is 
still monitoring the situation here in our county.

3-18 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

Within the next hour, the Tippecanoe Mall is closing over coronavirus concerns. The Simon Property 
Group announced today that it's closing all domestic retail properties, including malls, Premium Outlets 
and Mills in the U-S. The closures take effect at seven o'clock tonight and will end on March 29th.
CEO David Simon says the closures are being done to help reduce the spread of COVID-19. We will 
address the impact of this latest announcement at 7 o'clock, in our special report "Coronavirus 
Conversations."



3-18 Ran 10 P.M. News (:33) 

New tonight, no movies in Greater Lafayette for the foreseeable future. Goodrich Quality Theaters sent 
an email to customers tonight, announcing it's closing all branches due to coronavirus. That includes all 
three theaters in Tippecanoe County. Other theater chains, like national giant AMC have been limiting 
tickets to 50 per showing. GQT is currently going through an unrelated bankruptcy filing. Their 
announcement said they will remain closed quote "until state and local government health departments 
deem appropriate to open for business."

3-18 Ran 10 P.M. News (:27)

Revolution Barbecue is a new restaurant on Main Street in Lafayette. They were set to have their soft 
opening yesterday, until Governor Holcomb announced that all restaurants would be closed to dine-in 
patrons. However, that doesn't include orders for carry out or delivery. Rather than reschedule, 
Revolution Barbecue opened it's doors for carry out and delivery. Owner Jonathan McGregor says 
they've made a few other changes given their current situation.

3-18 Ran 11 P.M. News (3:16) 

A new program is making its way to Ivy Tech Lafayette. It's one county leaders say is wanted and 
needed. Wabash Heartland Innovation Network made it all possible due to an almost $900,000 impact 
grant.  News 18's Jordan Burrows will take you through the precision agriculture major that is hard to 
find anywhere else in the state.

3-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33) 

If you are a small business owner, you are eligible for financial help due to the COVID-19 outbreak. 
Governor Eric Holcomb announced today owners can apply for low-interest loans through the U.S. Small 
Business Administration. The loan can cover up to $2 million in losses. It can be used to pay fixed debts, 
payroll and any other bills incurred. Small businesses, small agricultural cooperatives and nonprofits are 
all eligible. To qualify, you must demonstrate credit history, the ability to repay the loan, and proof of 
presence in Indiana.

3-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:36) 

A spokesperson for Subaru of Indiana Automotive says they're temporarily suspending production.
The factory will close from March 23rd to the 29th. All associates will receive full pay during the 
shutdown. The company says the closure is to quote "further ensure the health and safety of associates 
and to adjust volume for market demand as a result of COVID-19." end quote. As we previously 
reported. a second employee was notified Wednesday that they came into contact with a person 
carrying the coronavirus. That person was told to self-quarantine for two weeks. They had not gotten to 
work at the time they got the notice.



3-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:38)

Miller-Roscka Funeral Home in Monticello had to make some changes. 
Per the CDC and the National Funeral Directors Association only ten people are allowed in the building 
now through March 31st. Co-owner John Roscka's says they are used to having up to seven hundred 
people during visitation and funerals. Roscka it's sad live streaming could become the new normal for 
visitations and funerals.

3-19 Ran 6 P.M. News (:16) 

This is the second Tippecanoe County resident confirmed to have the virus. This time, they're being 
treated locally, at I-U Health Arnett. Public Health Officer Jeremy Adler says the Health Department is 
now trying to find and contact anyone else who may be at-risk.

3-19 Ran 6 P.M. News (:11) 

The state and the federal government are also extending tax day until July 15th. That's for income tax 
alone. Property taxes may be due sooner, but Indiana is waiving penalties through May 11th.

3-20 Ran Noon News (:22) 

Great United Skates joins the growing list of businesses that are closing in Greater Lafayette over the 
coronavirus pandemic. In a statement to News 18, they said they will remain closed until it is safe to re-
open. For anyone who had an event planned there, the business says you can contact them to 
reschedule. They say they will honor all reservations that have been made.

3-20 Ran Noon News (1:15) 

It's been a tough few days for Lafayette restaurant and bar owners. Small businesses here are beginning 
to see the effects of the state's in-person closure due to the coronavirus. For some, carryout and 
delivery orders are keeping them afloat. For others, it's simply not working.

3-20 Ran 10 P.M. News (:40)

The hospitals in Lafayette are beginning to prepare for a *potential increase in patient loads. This was 
the scene this afternoon at Franciscan Health Lafayette East hospital. Lafayette Tent and Awning was 
putting up a tent near the Emergency Room exit in case it's needed. A Franciscan Health spokesperson 
says they're "planning for the worst and hoping for the best." She was quick to point out that nothing 
specific led them take this step. And, on Veterans Memorial Parkway, similar steps were being taken at 
I-U Health Arnett hospital. A large tent was put up south of the hospital's ambulance garage. Again, 
nothing specific there...but the hospitals in Lafayette...beginning to get infrastructure in place for an 
increase in patients...if that's needed. 



3-20 Ran 10 P.M. News (:25) 

Benton County is creating an Emergency Operations Center in response to the outbreak. It's a way for 
several agencies to share information about what should be done on a day- to- day basis. They're send 
out daily bulletins to anyone who signs up for them, and will organize ways to get food and supplies to 
those in voluntary quarantine. You can find more information on their website, which will update daily.

3-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:42)

Twenty-seven counties in the State of Indiana have declared a public health emergency. As of Saturday 
Tippecanoe County joined that list. News 18's Marvin Bills spoke with local leaders about what it means 
for counties to declare a state of emergency and how people should respond. 

3-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

Mayor John Dennis says while people are encouraged to stay home during the pandemic they should 
remember small businesses. Several restaurants have moved to carry out only options. Mayor Dennis 
says people should continue supporting small businesses especially during this time because for them 
this will have a financial impact. If you or your family are wanting to eat out, he encourages people to 
order out from local businesses. He says this is one way we can help each other get through this 
together.

3-23 Ran Morning News (:33) 

Tippecanoe County's second largest employer will shut down due to COVID-19. Sunday was the last day 
of operations at Subaru of Indiana Automotive. The closure will effect more than 6-thousand people. 
The manufacturing plant will close for a week. It comes after an employee was notified last week they 
came into contact with someone diagnosed with the virus. A line was shut down and cleaned.  As we 
reported, All S-I-A associates will receive full pay during the closure. Right now, the plant is scheduled to 
reopen one week from today on March 29th.

3-23 Ran Noon News (:35) 

Sunday night, Purdue Electrical and Computer Engineering Department Head Dimitrios Peroulis said one 
of their undergraduate students was diagnosed with coronavirus. Peroulis said the case has been 
reported to Purdue officials and they "are in the process of contacting the student." A Purdue 
spokesperson could not confirm the case. The Tippecanoe County Health Department said, as of 
Monday morning, there were still two cases of coronavirus in the county.



3-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (:47)

Governor Eric Holcomb announced today that Hoosier are to stay at home and hunker down starting 
late tomorrow night. The order will end on Tuesday April 7th at midnight. However, the stay at home 
order could be extended past that date if the outbreak of COVID-19 warrants it. What that means is, you 
are ordered to stay at home unless you work for an essential business or you are doing an essential 
activity. Essential activities include doctor’s appointments, shopping for necessary supplies, using 
essential services like Laundromats or dry cleaning and outdoor activities like exercise or walking your 
dog. As far bars and restaurants they can remain open for delivery and pick up however if they don't 
follow the orders of the Governor there will be consequences. 

3-23 Ran 10 P.M. News (:20)

Another major Lafayette employer is closing down for a while amid the outbreak. Caterpillar says it's 
suspending operations at some plants, including here, to quote "align production with customer 
demand." We asked the spokesperson how long the closure would last and if employees would be paid. 
Their response did not address those questions.

3-23 Ran 11 P.M. News (:25) 

If you're a local restaurant or business struggling to get people through the door Sign Art Etc. is ready to 
help. The company is offering you a free 3 foot by 6-foot sign to restaurants impacted by the outbreak. It 
will let people know about your carry out or delivery service or if you're even still open. There are 50 
signs up for grabs. The operations manager says it is the least they can during this time.

3-24 Ran Noon News (:23) 

Governor Eric Holcomb's Stay at home order begins tonight at midnight. But all government offices be 
closed beginning at 5 p.m. today ahead of the order. Indiana B-M-V branches will close.
Because of that, the state will be automatically extending all state-issued driver's licenses and vehicle 
registrations. Holcomb said you will not be fined for having an expired license or registration.\

3-24 5 P.M. News (:20)

The Governor's "Stay at Home" order takes effect at midnight. But you won't see any change in the way 
Lafayette Police do their job. Chief Patrick Flannelly says he's seen social media posts suggesting "martial 
law" is being imposed. He's asking people to read the Governor's Executive Order and follow its 
guidelines.



3-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:36) 

According to the governor last week 54-thousand Hoosiers filed for unemployment. Officials with 
Indiana work force development expect that number to climb as more and more businesses have to 
close due to the stay at home order. If you are someone who works for a business that is currently 
closed due to the quarantine period, you due qualify for unemployment. even if you plan on going back 
to work once the stay at home order is lifted. Josh Richardson the Chief of Staff for Indiana Work Force 
Development says that they are seeing more people file for unemployment especially those are on 
temporary layoffs.

3-24 Ran 6 P.M. News (:26) 

Just into the newsroom, Tippecanoe County has a fourth confirmed coronavirus case. The county health 
department says the person has a recent history of travel to Aruba. They are not hospitalized, just 
isolating at home. And the health department is monitoring their close contacts as well. The department 
has also confirmed that a case added yesterday is a Purdue student. That person is actually at home 
with their family in Marion County.

3-25 Ran Noon News (:23) 

Lafayette Venetian Blind is among the companies announcing temporary closures. President Joe Morgan 
says the plant will be temporarily closed from today through Monday, April sixth to comply with the 
Governor's executive order. All employees, full-time and part-time, will be paid during the shutdown.  
The company has also donated more than 500 N-95 masks and other equipment to Franciscan Health.

3-25 Ran 5 P.M. News (:23) 

The spread of the coronavirus has led to the postponement of one of Indiana's most iconic events. For 
the first time since 1946, the Indianapolis 500 won't run on Memorial Day weekend. Today organizers 
announced it will instead happen on August 23rd. Although the weather has disrupted other runnings of 
the prestigious race, it had never been outright rescheduled until today.

3-25 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:39)

While many restaurants are still providing carry out options for their customers, Red Bird Cafe in Dayton 
is taking it step further. They've started providing services for truck drivers. News 18's Marvin Bills spoke 
with the owner of Red Bird Cafe about their new service and how they are making sure truck drivers are 
also taken care of.



3-25 Ran 10 P.M. News (:37)

The number of coronavirus cases in Tippecanoe County is now up to eight, according to county health 
officials. That's three new cases reported since yesterday. The health department says one of those is in 
the hospital and all others are isolating at home. As of this morning, fountain and warren counties have 
one case each. Montgomery County has two. Clinton county health officials also reported the first case 
there this afternoon. That won't be reflected on the state map until at least tomorrow morning. Also, a 
patient in Jasper county has died. They only confirmed their first case yesterday, and now have three 
confirmed.

3-37 Ran Noon News (:29)

An employee at Lafayette's Arconic plant has been diagnosed with coronavirus. The company says the 
employee has not been at the plant since earlier this week. As a precaution, the company has asked 
those who work directly with the person to remain at home and self-quarantine. A spokesperson says 
the plant will remain open. They have heightened hygiene measures and had employees work remotely 
when possible. Arconic says all employees have been notified.

3-27 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:04)

Around 4 o'clock this afternoon the Tippecanoe County Health department said a man died at IU Health 
Arnett due to COVID-19. The health department could not tell us a lot, but they did say the man was 
over the age of 60 and already being hospitalized because of the illness. The man was one of 8 
confirmed cases of covid 19 in Tippecanoe county. 

3-29 Ran 6 P.M. News (:31) 

Division one schools are taking a big revenue loss this year from the NCAA. Had the NCAA Tournament 
gone on as scheduled, the NCAA was anticipating paying out approximately $600 million to Division I 
schools this year. But with no tournament, the NCAA announced on Thursday that the figure will  be 
$225 million. The vote by the NCAA's Board of Governors was unanimous. The money will be handed 
out in June, as opposed to the initial timeline of April. And it will be done in a way that  "specifically 
focuses on supporting college athletes."

3-29 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:49) 

Logansport Memorial Hospital is now offering a walk-in COVID-19 testing clinic. Doctors and 
nurses will be on sight screening people with signs and symptoms of the virus. News 18's Micah 
Upshaw tells us how it works.



3-30 Ran Noon News (:40)

I'm in the parking lot a Franciscan Health on the east side of Lafayette. Where they are building two new 
structures in response to COVID-19. The large wooden structure you see behind me is a 20 by 40-foot 
triage unit that will screen and test patients. It will hold about 40 people at a time. This building is being 
built in the event that COVID-19 cases increase heavily in the area. Next to this building is a canopy style 
unit that'll be utilize for drive thru testing. Patients who have a physician order to get tested will be 
allowed to drive up and get tested. Patients will stay in the car while getting tested.

3-31 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:36) 

You'll Never Guess LLC has been in the Rensselaer community since 20-12. They specialize in 3D printing. 
When they saw how many people were struggling to find personal protective masks due to the COVId-
19 pandemic they decided to design one of their own. "We thought that 3D printing something thays 
actually contoured to your face allows to actually have that shape and size needed. “Ron Kasparian 
Owner, You'll Never Guess LLC.

3-31 Ran 11 P.M. News (:38) 

Also announced today, Arconic is laying off more than 100 employees. The company says the measure is 
to slow production in response to the shutdowns of several large customers. On Friday, we reported an 
Arconic employee tested positive for the coronavirus. That employee and all employees they worked 
closely with were told to self- isolate. The plant remains open after today's announcement, but with 
reduced production. In a statement to workers, Arconic says the layoff is due to "unforeseen business 
circumstances that have arisen from the COVID-19 pandemic" and lower customer orders stemming 
from shutdowns at the Big Three automakers.



Crime

WLFI receives crime stats from 2019 and get a look at what the year looked like for LPD, WLPD 
and the Tippecanoe County Sheriff’s Office. One of the area’s largest private transportation 
companies suffered a large loss from an overnight fire. A diving coach from a Montgomery 
County school faces allegations of sexual assault.



1-2 Ran Noon News (:46)

A change of venue has been requested in a high-profile death case about to go to trial. Joseph Bland 
believes he will be unable to get a fair jury trial in Jasper County. Bland is facing a charge of leaving the 
scene of an accident resulting in death. In October of 2018, prosecutors allege Bland did not stop after 
his semi-trailer drove over a car. The crash killed 40-year-old Melissa Deno of Rensselaer. Bland says 
there is public hostility and outrage over the offense. Court documents say Deno's family invited 
hundreds of people on Facebook to attend the January 14th trial. The defense argues it will be difficult 
to find an unbiased jury pool. The change of venue will be discussed at a hearing on January 7th, exactly 
one week before the trial is scheduled to begin.

1-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35)

Police say they found 32-year-old Latasha Williams at the playground of Dayton Elementary School. 
Williams said she was waiting for someone to arrive. Police soon discovered she was wanted for wanted 
for warrants related to battery and auto theft. Authorities took her into custody. During the arrest, 
police discovered syringes and needles on Williams. She said she used them for meth. The Dayton Police 
Department says this should stress the importance of keeping an eye on your children's whereabouts.

1-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31)

Authorities have identified the man who was stabbed to death in Lafayette last month. Coroner Donna 
Avolt says the victim was Charles Sandefur. As we previously reported, the 57-year-old was found in an 
Alabama street home December 13th. Avolt said the cause of death was multiple sharp force trauma.  
According to his body's decomposition, Avolt says the man was dead in the home for a couple of weeks. 
He had a total of 54 stab wounds on his head, neck, chest, abdomen and hands and feet. Police are still 
investigating Sandefur's death.

1-2 Ran 10 P.M. News (:50) 

The Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office has identified two deputies on administrative leave after a fatal 
gas station shooting. Sergeant Austin Waibel and Deputy Jacob Gutierrez responded to the Family 
Express on Old State Road 25 Sunday. Both opened fire after Kirklan Conley allegedly shot at them. 
Investigators say neither officer struck Conley, who then turned his gun on himself. Per policy, both 
Waibel and Gutierrez were put on administrative leave. Sheriff Bob Goldsmith says his office has nearly 
wrapped its internal investigation, at which point Waibel and Gutierrez can return to duty. But the State 
Police investigation of the initial incident has a ways to go. As we reported police believe 22- year old 
Conley first killed 42- year old Ryan Baughmann inside the convenience store before the confrontation 
with police.

1-3 Ran 5 P.M. News (:38) 

Police say 18-year-old Quami (KW-UH-MAY) Mingle is a person of interest in this case. He's six foot one 
and weighs about 170 pounds. Detectives would like to speak with Mingle about the incident. Anyone 
with information about Mingle's location is asked to call Lafayette police or the WeTip Hotline at 1-800-
78-CRIME.



1-3 Ran 5 P.M. News (:42) 

The association works with lawmakers at the capitol. The prosecutors involved in the association give 
their expert testimony to law makers who are writing bills on new public safety laws. Sometimes 
prosecutors involved give advice on laws that need to be repealed, and they also give advice on laws 
they think need to be brought to Indiana. 

Pat Harrington says he is honored to be serving as the president of the association and that he looks 
forward to helping law makers pass laws that will better the state and Tippecanoe County.

1-3 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35) 

As we previously reported General Manager for Lafayette Limo, Amanda Florian says it started with one 
bus That lead to five more being completely destroyed. Florian says they have been operating under 
normal business hours. They are expecting to receive a quote on damage from the insurance company 
Monday. Florian says until then they are taking it one step at a time.

1-5 Ran 6 P.M. News (40) 

Two suspects are in the Cass County Jail after a pursuit ended in Carroll County on Saturday. This is 
confirmed by Carroll County Sheriff Tobe Leazenby. Dispatch told him that the pursuit started in Cass 
County just west of Walton. He says as Carroll County deputies were arriving to help, Cass County 
deputies were actively taking two people into custody. He says their car drove into an open field just 
southwest of Deer Creek. We did call the Cass County Dispatch for more information. However, they 
said no one was working today who could provide any details.

1-5 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:09)

The Frankfort Police Department has released their 2019 crime stats. News 18's Marvin Bills breaks 
down the numbers and how the department is responding. Frankfort police have provided 11,604 police 
services in 2019. That's a decrease of 572 from 2018.

1-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

Tippecanoe County has received a 100 thousand dollar grant for its High Tech Crime Unit. The crime unit 
was created to provide digital evidence to be used in court cases. This includes evidence in child neglect 
cases, vehicle accidents and robberies. The unit is made up of local law enforcement agencies, including 
Purdue University. This is the fourth year the county has received the grant. It will help provide the Unit 
with resources, software and training. Prosecutor Patrick Harrington says this will allow the county to 
keep up to date with changing technologies.

1-7 Ran Noon News (:30) 

A developing story in Lafayette this midday - where a man has been arrested for allegations of child 
molestation. Police were called to a home on the city's south side about 7 o'clock last night. When they 
arrived, officers arrested 48-year-old Alfonso Gomez. At some point, police say Gomez was holding the 
victim against their will. Gomez is facing three preliminary charges including child molesting with a child 
under 14-years-old, sexual battery and criminal confinement.



1-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45) 

Officers used K-9's and drones to try to find him. As right now, he's still on the run.  State police were 
unable to say if anything was found in the car, or what plates it had. Sergeant Kim Riley says he believes 
there was just one man inside during the chase, but he could not confirm that information.  Riley could 
not give a description of the man. Taylor Arbuckle, a cashier at a gas station just up the road, says it 
makes coming in for her shift scary.

1-9 Ran Noon News (:32)

The home is in the 22-hundred block on Longspur Drive in the Wake Robin neighborhood in West 
Lafayette. Police say the 13-year-old who was arrested lives near this home. Her name will not be 
released because of her age. We do know she was arrested around in her home at 11:00 p.m. last night, 
nearly 24 hours after the fire began. No one was injured in the fire, but two cats are unaccounted for. As 
I told you, the teen is facing a preliminary arson charge. However, police say additional charges may 
come. She is currently in the Juvenile Intake center.

1-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (:38) 

A south Montgomery high school dive coach could face a battery charge for reported inappropriate 
behavior at practice. The school says Child protective services is aware of the allegations too. Jordan 
Hatch turned himself in to the Montgomery County Sheriff's office yesterday and has since been 
released on bond. Court documents say the investigation started with an incident on December 4th. 
Witnesses said Hatch grabbed a female diver and quote "pressed her buttocks against his groin and held 
her there for a short time." South Mont officials say Hatch has been on administrative leave since the 
allegations were first reported.

1-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33) 

The Lafayette Police Department is releasing crime statistics from 2019. Important stats include 55 
fewer cases of robberies, from 2019 to 2018 and an 8-10% *decrease in property crimes. But there are 
still things the department wants to tackle in 2020. LPD wants to target guns...  due to an increase in 
gun-related crimes. In 2018 the department investigated 30 cases of shots fired. In 2019 they had 60 
cases. Lafayette Police Chief Patrick Flannelly says he's proud of the work police officers and the 
community is doing to help contribute to a safer environment.

1-10 Ran 10 P.M. News (:32) 

A teenager arrested for firing shots at the Tippecanoe Mall late last month is being charged as an adult. 
The other person in the fight ran up to police, saying he was the target. Erves faces six felony charges, 
including attempted murder. He also faces two misdemeanor charges - criminal mischief and carrying a 
handgun without a license.



1-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:32) 

Lafayette Police were on the scene of an on-going SWAT standoff. It happened at the Emerald Pine 
apartment complex located on McCarty and Creasy Lane. Police say two people were in a 
disagreement, which led to shots being fired. No one was hurt. According to police, the suspect 
barricaded themselves inside the home. The SWAT team negotiated with the person for several 
hours. LPD sent a nixle around 4:50 saying the area was cleared. We are working to learn more 
about how the situation ended. We'll bring you any updates we get online and on News 18 at 11. \

1-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:31) 

A home in Lafayette was the target of a porch theft late last week. Unfortunately for the crook, the 
whole thing was caught on camera. If you take a look at your screen you'll see the person slowly 
approaching the porch. You can see them standing there seeking any onlookers before deciding to take 
off with the package. Homeowner Dennis Steele tells us the thief got away with a dress and baby bottle. 
The items were for his grand-daughter. He says it wasn't worth much but the fact that someone violated 
his property is concerning.

1-13 Ran Morning News (:36) 

Purdue is paving the way for a possible new facility to house its pharmacy and nursing programs. The 
university is in the early stages of designing the new Active Clinical Learning Building. Purdue President 
Mitch Daniels says the nursing school has been forced to turn away talented candidates because of 
space limitations. He expects this building will double the size of the program. The pharmacy school is 
ranked in the nation's top-10 and also needs space. Daniels says the overlap of these two disciplines is 
tighter all the time. That's why he says it makes sense to bring them together.

1-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:15) 

Lafayette police are currently looking for a shooting suspect. A person was dropped off at the 
hospital with injuries as a result of the shooting. A man showed up at Franciscan East Hospital 
with a single gunshot wound to the stomach. Sgt. Mike Brown with LPD says they do not know 
the victims current condition. But say he was the only victim. He told us there is no active crime 
scene. And Police are still in the area following leads, collecting evidence and searching for 
witnesses.

1-13 Ran 11 P.M. News (:35) 

Police say it happened around the 1900 block of Thompson Street. They got the call around 2 o'clock 
this afternoon. The victim was eventually taken to Franciscan East Hospital with a single gunshot wound 
to the stomach. Sgt. Mike Brown with LPD says they do not know the victims current condition. But say 
there was only one victim. We have reached out to Sgt. Brown for an update, but have not heard back.



1-14 Ran 5 P.M. News (:38)

Police say 25-year old Emerson Evans is stable - and his injury is non-life threatening. It happened just 
after noon at the Cambridge Estates Apartments off State Road 38. Multiple eyewitnesses reported a 
large fight involving six people. It's unclear if Evans was stabbed more than once. Police say they have 
detained a person of interest. But it's unclear if there will be an arrest at this time. Multiple 
eyewitnesses were taken to the police station to share what they saw. When we get more information - 
we'll you updated here on-air and online at WLFI.COM.

1-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

Today prosecutors charged 22-year-old Derrick Oliver with several counts, including aggravated battery 
and battery resulting in serious bodily injury. The stabbing happened Tuesday at the Cambridge Estates 
Apartments. Prosecutors say Oliver stabbed the victim twice - injuring the right lung. The victim also had 
a broken nose. According to court documents, Oliver admitted to stabbing the victim. He's currently in 
the Tippecanoe County Jail.

1-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:34) 

Lafayette police say they've arrested a man accused of using a gun and brass knuckes in an 
attempted armed robbery. Hector Casanova, Junior, faces preliminary charges of intimidation 
with a deadly weapon and attempted robbery. The incident happened Sunday night on South 
19th Street. As News 18 previously reported, the victim told police he had arranged to meet up 
with someone at that location to sell a pair of shoes. But after handing them over - the victim 
said Casanova pulled out his weapons and demanded money. Police say the victim refused - 
and Casanova took off on foot.

1-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (:27) 

A Clarks Hill man is now a convicted molester. It's a story we first told you about in April of 2018. After a 
two-day bench trial, a judge found 50-year old Thomas Lybrook guilty of two counts of child molesting. 
According to the Tippecanoe County Prosecutor's Office, Lybrook molested the girl several times during 
2017 and 2018. The Tippecanoe County sheriff's office said the victim was seven years old at the time. 
Lybrook's sentencing is set for February 21st.

1-17 Ran Noon News (:31) 

We're also tracking another developing story this midday - a man is on the run after police say he held 
up a Lafayette liquor store. It happened about 9:20 this morning at Bar Barry Liquors near Five Points. A 
man came into the store with a knife and confronted the female clerk. The man stole cash and the 
clerk's phone and ran in an unknown direction. The woman has a cut to her neck, but is going to be 
okay.  Ryan Burns owns a hair salon across the street. She let the clerk's family warm up inside while 
police were investigating.



1-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:29)

A Lafayette man is heading to prison after pleading guilty to a rape that happened last summer. Today a 
Tippecanoe County judge sentenced Rasikbhai Patel to 13 years behind bars. As News 18 previously 
reported, the rape happened last June at a hotel on South Street. According to court documents, Patel 
lived and worked there. Prosecutors believe on June 13th, he grabbed a housekeeper and forced her to 
have sexual intercourse with him. 
The victim was later treated at a local hospital.

1-20 Ran Morning News (:26) 

The Sunoco Gas Station on Main Street was robbed at about seven o'clock Saturday evening. News 18 
asked police for a suspect description and the suspect's whereabouts. Montgomery County dispatch 
could not give any more details. We plan to follow up on this story and will share any new information 
as soon as it becomes available.

1-20 Ran 5 P.M. News (:21) 

Lafayette Police are investigating an officer involved shooting on the city's south side. Jeff, Lafayette 
police were called here to 23rd and State streets for a man with a gun. Sgt. Brown with LPD tells me 
officers tried to negotiate with him but when that didn't work an officer was forced to use his weapon 
killing the man. Sgt. Brown says the public is not in danger and no officers were hurt. The scene has 
since cleared up a little but multiple LPD vehicles are still in the area. Also LPD's drone vehicle is out here 
gathering videos and pictures of the scene. State Street remains blocked off from Earl Avenue to South 
22nd Street. This is about a quarter of a mile from Lafayette Jeff High School. Sgt. Brown says two 
investigations are going on simultaneously - Criminal and internal affairs.  He says this is protocol for an 
officer involved shooting. Browns tell me officers will be on scene for the next several hours.

1-20 Ran 6 P.M. News (:58)

That's right Jeff, but a few hours ago it could have been very dangerous. A man is dead after LPD officers 
tried to negotiate with him to put his weapon away. Sgt. Brown says an officer was forced to use his 
weapon after the man refused to cooperate. Many police officers are still on scene and state street from 
earl avenue to south 22nd street is still blocked off. This area is about a quarter of a mile from Lafayette 
Jeff High School. Like you mentioned Jeff, LPD is using its drone to gather many photos and videos of the 
scene. Patrol officers have been on scene along with CSI, detectives and Administrative services. It's 
protocol when an officer fires his weapon in the line of duty for an investigation to take place. Right now 
and for the next several hours, a criminal and internal affairs investigation are simultaneously 
happening. Tonight on News 18 at 10 and 11 hear what Sgt. Mike Brown has to say about the safety of 
this area on Lafayette's south side.



1-21 Ran Noon News (:36) 

Markeon Devine has been sentenced to 9 years in the Indiana Department of Corrections, two years in 
Tippecanoe County Corrections and three years on probation. He was convicted of armed robbery, 
resisting law enforcement and auto theft. As News 18 previously reported, it happened on March 5th at 
the Circle K gas station on Sagamore Parkway and Yeager Road. Prosecutors say he robbed the clerk at 
gunpoint, then led police on a short chase. He crashed an SUV into a utility pole on Lindberg Road and 
ran away.

1-21 Ran 5 P.M. News (:47) 

Thomas Loveless and Mathew Mace were arrested last week for the crime. According to court 
documents, Charles Sandefur's landlord found him dead in his home on Alabama Street. Police on scene 
determined he had been dead for some time due to decomposition of the body. The county coroner 
found 54 stab wounds on the victim's body. Court documents say police noted Sandefur's wallet was 
missing his debit cards. Two transactions showed up for 9 dollars and 29 cents total on his statement 
from the 4th street village pantry. Police used security video from the convenience store to discover the 
two suspects using the victim's card. Court documents say mace and loveless are blaming each other for 
stabbing Sanderfur.

1-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:10) 

As I first told you live on News 18 at 5 yesterday a man died after LPD officers tried to negotiate with 
him to put his weapon away. Sgt. Brown said an officer was forced to use his gun after the man refused 
to cooperate. Several police officers were on scene and blocked off State Street from Earl Ave. to South 
21st Street on Lafayette's southside for more than 6 hours. This all happened around 2:15 p.m. 
yesterday. This area is about a quarter of a mile from Lafayette Jeff High School. Sgt. Brown said it's 
protocol when an officer fires his weapon in the line of duty for an investigation to take place.

1-22 Ran Noon News (:47) 

Dayton Town Marshal Robert Taylor says his department was contacted by Lafayette police about 12-40 
this morning. They were worried an armed man was headed to Dayton to harm someone. An officer 
tried to stop the car near U.S. 52 and County Road 900 South. The man then sped off. Police say it lasted 
about 15 minutes and got up to more than 100 miles per hour. The driver went through fields and 
fences before police ended the chase near State Road 28 and County Road 500 East.

1-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

A major development in a Lafayette stabbing case. The two suspects are now formally charged with 
murder for the killing of Charles Sandefur. Thomas Loveless and Matthew Mace each face six charges, 
including two counts each of murder. Prosecutors allege it started as a robbery. Loveless needed money 
and arranged to meet Sandefur and late November. He showed up with Mace, and prosecutors believe 
both then stabbed him, and took debit cards and an x-box. Court documents say Mace's girlfriend later 
told police the two came home with bloody clothes, and mace told her he killed someone.



1-23 Ran 6 P.M. News (:36) 

Hector Casanova Junior is charged with armed robbery and five other counts. The first robbery was 
January 5th on North 21st Street. Prosecutors say he got away with the victim's money, cell phone and 
bank card. Police say there was a second incident a week later, on South 19th Street. That victim told 
police he met up with Casanova to sell a pair of shoes. According to court documents, Casanova 
demanded the man hand over money. But the victim refused and Casanova took off.

1-24 Ran 6 P.M. News (:36) 

Police have identified the officer who fired shots as Nathan Stoneking. LPD says he fired his weapon 
hitting Dustin Furr who was armed. Officers attempted life-saving efforts, but Furr died at the scene.
Stoneking is a 4 and a half year veteran with the department. He remains on paid administrative leave 
pending the outcome of an internal investigation. A shooting review board is scheduled for Monday 
January 27th. News 18 plans on following up with any new details.

1-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:54) 

The lockout forced McCutcheon High School and Mayflower Mill Elementary School to dismiss 15 
minutes late. Deputies say a family argument resulted in them being called out to Buckingham Estates 
around 2 p.m. That is right across the street from McCutcheon High School. The Tippecanoe County 
Sheriff's Office says the man left his house, got into a car and then they found him a different house. He 
surrendered peacefully.

1-28 Ran Noon News (:42) 

Just before 11 Monday morning, deputies say they tried to pull over a car near County Roads 475 east 
and 300 south. But, they say the driver sped off and threw items from the window. They were later 
identified as a handgun and methamphetamine. At the same time, another driver sped from the same 
area. He crashed shortly after with a bystander's car. Police say Brett Youngblood tried to run off but 
was caught shortly after. Police say driver Arielle Griffis stopped shortly after and was arrested.

2-3 Ran Morning News (:39) 

It happened in the 3900 Campus Suites Boulevard about 11:45 last night. That's in the Avenue North 
Apartments off Sagamore Parkway in Tippecanoe County. Police say an argument started and someone 
fired a shot. One person was hit and taken to the hospital. Police do not believe the gunshot wound is 
life threatening. The shooting is still under investigation at this time. News 18 will bring you any updates 
we find out on air and online at W-L-F-I dot com.

2-7 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:49)

Jeff the press conference today lasted about an hour. The reason for that - Chief Patrick Flannelly 
wanted to be as thorough as possible. He along with Chief Deputy Bishop took us through body cam and 
dash cam videos and 911 calls. The new information is clearing up a lot of questions. We would like to 
warn you - you will hear bullets and see a fatal shooting.



2-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

The Harrison High School basketball team is hooping for hope today. It's all for a fundraiser benefiting 
two kids in the community. This year marks the 13th annual Hoops for Hope game. 9-year-old Nikko 
Lopez and 6-year-old Bri Ortiz were given a total of more than 14-thousand dollars. Lopez was born with 
a heart and liver disorder. And Ortiz is currently battling both a blood and bone cancer. This fundraiser 
was designed to be a form of financial relief for local families dealing with illness.

2-8 Ran 11 P.M. News (:33) 

Moms were in action today assembling soul boxes in honor of Gun Violence Survivor Week. The Soul 
box project is a national project that aims to use visual art to bring meaning to the number of lives lost 
or changed by gun violence. These moms set a goal to create around forty boxes today. 
The boxes created today were in remembrance of many including local people. Once completed the 
boxes are shipped to Washington D.C. They'll be joined by thirty-thousand other boxes and displayed on 
the national mall in October. Jennifer Haan says this is an important message.

2-10 Ran Noon News (:48)

Bryan Ball's sentence includes six months in the Department of Corrections, one year on Community 
Corrections and one and a half years on probation. Ball was the intermediary for a gun transaction 
between an inmate and another corrections officer Braden Tolle. Deputies found text messages on 
Tolle's phone discussing the transfer. Court documents said the inmate corroborated the information 
saying he was trying to buy a gun from Tolle but said he was going to obtain the gun once he was 
released. Ball said he knew the transaction was for a gun. He also admitted to providing food and drinks 
to a jail inmate against. That is against jail policy.  

2-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:41) 

A man is now behind bars after he allegedly shot another person in Clinton County. Just after midnight, 
deputies were called to county roads 75-hundred East and 100 North. When they got there they found 
the victim with non-life-threatening injuries. He's currently recovering. Investigators say Josh Reister 
heard a knock at his door and saw the victim outside. Reister told deputies he knew the person. When 
Reister didn't answer the door, the victim allegedly broke a window while knocking. Deputies say that's 
when Reiser fired a hangun towards the window and hit the victim. Reister was arrested for criminal 
recklessness and aggravated battery. He's being held in the Clinton County Jail.  

2-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (:50)

One person has been taken to the hospital with what are believed to be non- life threatening injuries. 
But it's still an active scene at the complex on Windmere Drive. That's where News 18's Jordan Burrows 
is keeping an eye on developments. Jordan?



2-17 Ran 11 P.M. News (:29) 

In January it let citizens send an email detailing any grievances they may have about traffic. Sheriff Bob 
Goldsmith says in his 23-year career with law enforcement - the biggest complaint is how people drive. 
He wants his department to be transparent and efficient in its feedback with the certain areas where 
complaints were the highest. Goldsmith lays out his goal for this program.

2-22 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30) 

Three people are behind bars after a SWAT situation near the Tippecanoe Mall. Police were called to the 
Cambridge Estates apartment complex. They were out there for about four hours working to serve a 
search warrant. They arrested Denzel Nelson. Police believe he is involved in the briarwood shooting on 
February 14th. Someone was shot and injured in that incident, no one was killed. LPD is wrapped up the 
situation around 6 o’clock this evening. We are still working to learn the names of the other two people 
arrested.

2-26 Ran 10 P.M. News (:31) 

A Lafayette man faces charges after police say they found a pound and a half of drugs on him. Police say 
they went to the room of James Wise, who admitted to smoking spice in his room. Authorities then 
searched the room and found multiple bags of spice, syringes and other paraphernalia. Wise says he was 
the only one living in the room. Wise faces charges of possessing & dealing a controlled substance.
Police were called to the Lafayette Transitional Housing building on North 8th Street on Tuesday 
following a report of a bad odor.

2-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:34) 

The apartment complex asked the city to be a conduit on their bond. before the city agreed to the 
complexes request they said that Briarwood needed to include security upgrades along with the other 
renovations they are planning. Sergeant Matt Gard with the Lafayette Police department says that 
Briarwood has had challenges in the past, but that they are hopeful these new security upgrades will 
help make the area safer.

2-28 Ran 10 P.M. News (:39) 

A Lafayette man now faces multiple charges after crashing a vehicle and leaving the scene. Police say 
they witnessed Quincey Walker speeding in a Pontiac Thursday. Police tried to pull Walker over, but 
they say he didn't stop. The car ended up crashing into a concrete wall on South 4th Street. Two others 
in the car told police Walker had been driving, but he ran off after the crash. Police found him walking in 
a nearby neighborhood. They also allegedly found a handgun and drugs in his backpack. Walker's 
charges include possession of marijuana, carrying a handgun without a license, leaving the scene of an 
accident and resisting law enforcement.

3-4 Ran Noon News (:40)

There is new information after a 15-year-old boy was found shot last night on Lafayette's south side.
Police are now saying his injuries are non-life threatening. However, he has been taken out of the 
county for his injuries. Lafayette police were called to 9th Street and Twyckenham Boulevard about 7:15 
p.m. However, their investigation led them a block south to the Bradford Place Apartment complex.



3-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

Tippecanoe County now has a Sexual Assault Response Team. This is a brand new team made up of 
community leaders. They have a mission to ensure an effective and collaborative response to sexual 
violence in our community. It consists of the YWCA, the prosecutor’s office, all four law enforcement 
departments, and both local hospitals. Leah Giorgini is the senior director of the YWCA domestic 
violence program. She hopes this team will empower victims to come forward. And wants them to know 
that there are people on the team who believe them.

3-4 Ran 11 P.M. News (:36) 

A man serving an 80- year sentence for a 2013 double murder in Monticello has been found dead in his 
cell. The Madison County Coroner says 28- year old David Rodenbarger died of asphyxia due to hanging. 
He was found with a bedsheet around his neck at Pendleton Correctional Facility on Tuesday. 
Rodenbarger pleaded guilty but mentally ill in the deaths of his mother, Michelle Haskins, and 6- year 
old half- sister Jillian Haskins. Both were stabbed to death in their Monticello home in February 2013. 
Rodenbarger had been diagnosed and treated for schizophrenia before the murders.

3-5 Ran Morning News (:32)

Happening today, a woman who hit and killed two people on the side of U.S. 52 in 2018 will learn her 
fate. Yariel Butler drove away from the scene and left William Eric Peacock and Kimberly McDole on the 
side of the road. A tow truck driver helping the two was seriously injured, but survived. Butler was found 
guilty of two counts of leaving the scene of an accident resulting in death in early February. She is facing 
up to 13 years in prison. News 18 will be in the courtroom today as her sentence is decided.

3-5 Ran 10 P.M. News (:38) 

They each face a charge of robbery resulting in serious bodily injury. Investigators say they attacked the 
15- year old victim near the Bradford Place Apartments Tuesday evening. The boy suffered a single 
gunshot wound that went through his arm and into his body. He is still hospitalized but reportedly stable 
tonight. Investigators say Bell was taken into custody yesterday at Lafayette Jeff High School. Hendricks 
was arrested on Osborne Lane later the same day.

3-6 Ran Noon News (:45) 

According to court documents, police received a call on May 9, 2019, when Smith was teaching at 
Lafayette Jeff, that a 16-year-old girl was being inappropriately touched by a man. The girl told police 
that Smith stuck his hand under her shirt and fondled her while at Jeff High School. Police collected her 
clothing and sent it to a lab for examination. On Jan. 24 of this year, officers were advised Smith's DNA 
was on the clothing. Smith was arrested yesterday.



3-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30) 

One person is dead and two have been arrested after a stabbing in Lafayette last night. It happened at a 
home on North seventh street near the corner of Cincinnati Street around 9 p.m. When Lafayette police 
arrived they found Donald Alkire with a stab wound on his neck. He was taken to Franciscan Health 
where he died from his injuries. Through investigation, officers arrested Floyd Smith and Joseph 
Wilkerson for murder. You can see them on your screen now. They are behind bars at the Tippecanoe 
County Jail.

3-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (:42)

Michael Stowers is in the White County Jail tonight after destroying a local liquor store in Brookston. 
According to Indiana State Police they received a call early Sunday morning that a truck was erratically 
driving from Chalmers on State Road 43. It is believed he was driving under the influence of alcohol.

3-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:37) 

A Lafayette man is facing charges after police say he was dealing drugs. Back on March 2nd, Police say 
they went to Omar Reyes' home on Salem Street as part of a drug investigation after getting a search 
warrant. During the search, Police say they found over two pounds of drugs in his basement, including 
heroin, methamphetamine and marijuana. Police found another bag of drugs, but they didn't identify 
what was inside. Police say they asked Reyes about the heroin. Reyes said he was setting up a deal for 
the heroin, and most of his stock of meth was already sold. Reyes' charges include dealing and 
possessing narcotics and methamphetamine.

3-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:33) 

A 13-year-old girl accused of intentionally setting fire to a West Lafayette home has admitted to the 
crimes. The teen was sentenced to the Department of Corrections' Juvenile Facility. She admitted to the 
charges of attempted murder and arson. On January 8th, firefighters responded to the 22-hundred block 
of Longspur Drive for a report of a suspicious house fire. The girl was arrested the next day. Police said it 
appeared the fire was the result of an argument with one of the residents. The girl's time served will be 
determined by her progress and cooperation in the D-O-C.

3-19 Ran 6 P.M. News (:25)

Prosecutors say Erick Rivera molested two separate victims, ages 13 and 10, over the past two years. 
Both victims described the acts to police in a forensic interview. Rivera was the subject of last week's 
fugitive search here on wlfi. He is not currently listed in the Tippecanoe County jail. If you see him, call 
police.



3-21 Ran 11 P.M. News (:36) 

We have the names of two suspects arrested after allegedly robbing a laundromat in Warren County 
yesterday evening. Paul Leitem and Natasha Leitem were taken to the Warren County Jail yesterday. 
The owners of the Laundromat reported money and guns missing from the business.  Photos from 
surveillance videos were posted to Facebook. Leads and tips from the community helped to identify the 
suspects. Fountain County Sheriff Terry Holt says the two people barricaded themselves in their home in 
Attica. According to police the standoff ended quickly once they arrived. They are both in the Warren 
County Jail.

3-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31) 

With the statewide "stay at home" order -- Y-W-C-A Greater Lafayette is preparing for an increase in 
domestic violence cases. CEO Allison Beggs says abuse is more likely to happen as families are spending 
more time together. She says staff members will be ready to help those in need through their 24-7 
domestic violence hot line. The shelter is currently at capacity -- but they have housing for those 
needing immediate services. Beggs says it's important they continue being a rock for people during 
these uncertain times.

3-27 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

Police are investigating a theft and shots fired call that may be connected. On Sunday, police say Then 
on Thursday, police were called to Lingle Avenue. A man who witnessed Sunday's alleged theft called 
police to report the gun had been stolen. Sergeant Mike Brown says the man delayed calling police 
because his home had been shot at several times. Police are now searching for whoever allegedly stole 
the gun and shot at the house. Anyone with information is asked to call LPD.
 



Diversity

CASA kids see a huge win for their advocates in the courtrooms. The greater Lafayette area sees 
some of the youngest and most diverse candidates in local election history. The Tippecanoe 
Arts Federation was granted a large sum of money to renovate the Well’s Center. The 
renovations are over and we get the first glimpse into the future for TAF and its members. 



1-2 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:15)

The Court Appointed Special Advocates for children in Tippecanoe County have a lot to celebrate today. 
As they ring in the new year they are reflecting on a new milestone that's impacting children's lives.  

1-6 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:35)

A teenager is taking on the role of city council member in West Lafayette. 19-year-old Shannon Kang is 
officially the youngest leader to ever serve the city. News 18's Micah Upshaw met with her this morning. 
Micah what did you learn? Kang will be attending her first meeting as a city council member at 6-30 
tonight. You can read what Mayor John Dennis is most looking forward to with her on the team on our 
website WLFI.COM. Micah Upshaw, News 18.
1-6 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45) 

Before the session began today, pro-marijuana groups held a rally outside the Indiana statehouse. They 
want lawmakers to know that legalizing recreational marijuana can save lives. Several groups also got up 
to speak - telling their stories of how marijuana helped them, including activist David Curtis. He supports 
legalization because of his six-year-old daughter Charlie, who suffered from seizures. She passed away 
last year - while he was in Colorado getting her THC.

1-6 Ran 10P P.M. News (:45)

New Tonight - The West Lafayette City Council is beginning its 2020 season with some veterans and 
rookies. As we previously reported on Election Day there are 3 new city council members. District 3 
Shannon Kang, District 5 Kathy Park and an at large seat to James Blanco. Councilor Norris Wang took his 
oath of office today. West Lafayette Mayor John Dennis says this council doesn't have as many big 
challenges as years past. He says it will be good to focus on what the voters want.

1-7 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:34)

A future with better mental health services in Tippecanoe County could be up to the General Assembly 
session this year. Local mental health leaders are asking legislators for A change. News 18's Micah 
Upshaw tells us the four topics they want to address.

1-8 Ran 10 P.M. News (:34)

New at ten -- State Senator Ron Alting is authoring a bill that would improve the work environment for 
pregnant women. Indiana currently has high infant and maternal mortality rates. According to the 
Indiana Institute for Working Families, Indiana's maternal mortality rates are on par with countries like 
Iraq and Vietnam. And that a majority of our infant deaths are due to being born premature. Excessive 
physical workload and stress can cause expecting mothers to go into labor early. So Senator Alting wants 
to help our working pregnant moms with an accommodations bill.



1-9 Ran Morning News (:45) 

In a patient's last days, the goal is comfort. Many patients won't be very involved, but program officials 
say they are comforted by having someone there. Because nurses can't always be at a patient's side 
24/7. As a volunteer- all that you are asked is to be present.  You can talk to patients, read or play music. 
You wouldn't be volunteering regularly- just on an as-needed basis. Volunteers will work in shifts so the 
patient has someone at their side 24 hours a day until they pass. (Nay-deen) Nadine Cline says this 
volunteer position isn't for everybody. But if you have the heart to be present with people- you can 
make a big difference.

1-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27)

Democratic State Representative Sheila Klinker has filed a bill that will reduce the income tax rate in 
Indiana for some military service members. The bill would reduce the individual income tax of military 
personal who are deployed or stationed overseas. Deployed members tax rates would go from 3.23 
percent to 1.62 percent. Klinker says service members who are deployed deserve to pay a lower 
personal tax rates - since their personal sacrifice is so high.

1-13 Ran 10 P.M. News (:36) 

People are asking for a stronger response from the City of Lafayette about white supremacist fliers that 
have circulated around town. Several people spoke at Monday night's Lafayette City Council Meeting. 
Saying they have seen KKK fliers around the city multiple times in the past few years. They are asking for 
a formal, public condemnation of the fliers from Mayor Tony Roswarski and from the council. Sha-har 
Zach says and his fellow speakers say the city has not done enough to denounce hate speech. Mayor 
Roswarski says he has advocated against racial and religious prejudice since he started as mayor.

1-14 Ran Morning News (:33) 

Heather Janney says she woke up her family when she saw flames through the front window around 
midnight. They didn't even have time to put shoes on. Officials say the fire started outside on the porch. 
That's when the Janney's got suspicious. Later that morning, a 13-year-old girl was arrested on a 
preliminary arson charge. Police have not confirmed the teen is the one who set the house on fire. Lyle 
Janney says whoever did this will eventually be forgiven. He explained you don't forgive someone 
because they deserve it, but because you don't need to hold on to the anger.

1-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30) 

Cary Home for Girls just got more money to help benefit those they serve. Today the organization was 
awarded 8-thousand dollars from the Association of Women Business Owners. In total, AW-BO donated 
more than 95-hundred dollars. This comes after the association's annual Holiday Auction and Raffle.  
AW-BO has been raising money for Cary Home for Girls since 20-10. These funds will help Cary Home 
leaders provide more services for teens in need. This is going to benefit dozens of girls that go through 
the program.



1-14 Ran 11 P.M. News (:28)

The House of Representatives is expected to vote tomorrow to send the articles of impeachment to the 
Senate. After that, the debate over the structure of an impeachment trial will really begin. Republicans 
in the senate have suggested everything from dismissing the impeachment case immediately, to a long 
trial with many witnesses. Indiana Senator Mike Braun shared his perspective today, saying he's in favor 
of a thorough trial with a verdict, not a dismissal.

1-15 Ran Morning News (:53) 

Governor Eric Holcomb praised some of the state's greatest accomplishments over the past year during 
his state of the state address Tuesday night. He also addressed the hot education topic. He wants 
Indiana to join 21 other states that have a hands free driving law. He also praised our workforce. Saying 
that there are more job opportunities in Indiana for people with developmental and physical disabilities. 
As well as programs that are helping people in prison get ready for the workforce when they get out. 
The most anticipated part of his speech was his plans for teacher pay increases. He is asking the general 
assembly to put 250 million from the state budget surplus into the teacher retirement fund in the next 
budget. He says this will generate 50 million a year for teacher pay.

1-16 Ran Morning News (:34) 

Doors open at 8:00 p.m. and the event will go until 3:00 a.m. It costs five dollars to get in. Cactus officials 
say there will be places all over for people to donate money. All money donated is going straight to the 
Tyler Trent Endowment at Purdue's Center for Cancer Research. That money goes toward finding the 
cause and cure for cancer. Sheila Cochran, owner of the neon cactus, says Tyler touched so many people 
in so many incredible ways.

1-17 Ran Noon News (:31)

Purdue University is getting ready to honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. next week. This upcoming Monday 
is MLK day. It celebrates the civil rights leader's birthday. Purdue's Division of Diversity and Inclusion is 
introducing a theme for 2020 called -Democracy, Civility and Freedom of Expression. It kicks off Monday 
with a day of service. Then on Wednesday, a duo of speakers is coming to Loeb Playhouse to discuss 
MLK's legacy. Former Attorney General Loretta Lynch and former US Senator Jeff Flake are hosting a free 
discussion.

1-18 Ran 11 P.M. News (:33) 

The event took place at the newly renovated Tippecanoe Arts Federation building. Greater Lafayette 
Indivisible is a local organization committed to fighting for progressive policies, and registering American 
voters. The general public was invited to attend the event. Many local organizations attended and 
offered breakout sessions and resources. President for Greater Lafayette Indivisible, Lisa Dullum, says 
this event is a great for people to make an impact in their community.



1-18 Ran 11 P.M. News (:32) 

Purdue Bands held its 30th annual Jazz Festival today. The festival takes place in many areas around 
campus. Like the Purdue Memorial Union and the Stewart Center. 
More than sixty schools from all over the mid-west performed three selections for judges who came 
from all over the country. Then the judges hosted a thirty-minute clinic with the group on their 
performance. This is the largest jazz festival in the mid-west. Director of Operations for Purdue Bands 
and Orchestras, Douglas Fletcher, says this is a great opportunity for young musicians.

1-19 Ran 6 P.M. News (:29) 

This is the first time for the event. It's aimed at creating a safe and fun skating experience for those with 
autism. Families will arrive and skate without loud music or flashing lights which can be uncomfortable 
for those with autism. All ages and abilities are welcome.
Tickets are six dollars. Marketing and Promotions Director, Evan Ledman, says this event is inclusive and 
great for the community.

1-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (:26) 

Lafayette has a new Recovery Café open to those recovering from addiction. The grand opening had 
public officials and current Cafe members present. The new facility is hosted by Bauer Family 
Resources and organized by We Bloom. The goal is to develop a peer recovery community 
embracing all pathways to recovery from addiction. Mike Hornbeck, a current recovering member of 
the cafe, says he implores those who are suffering to come by.

1-22 Ran 5 P.M. News (:36) 

The center is located at Union and Salem streets in Lafayette. The new facility will provide expanded 
hours and programs for individuals, families, and Veterans who are experiencing homelessness. People 
can go there for help in finding employment, medical insurance, and various other issues. The top two 
floors provides housing to 42 people who had been chronically homeless. Jennifer Layton says the larger 
building gives LTHC the resources needed to combat the homeless problem in Greater Lafayette.

1-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (:32) 

The West Lafayette United Way kicked off 2020 with their annual meeting. Volunteers, board members 
and associated organizations meet sharing the same goal of driving change in Greater Lafayette. The 
group has raised more than five million dollars last year. Multiple awards were also given out to those 
who went above and beyond for the people in Greater Lafayette in 2019. Sam Newton stepped down as 
President of the Unity Way Board of Directors. Thomas Sors will take up the position effective today.

1-23 Ran 10 P.M. News (:31) 

The next City of Lafayette Town Hall Meeting will hone-in on issues surrounding Climate Change. 
Lafayette residents are invited to attend the input session next Thursday. This comes from a partnership 
between Mayor Tony Roswarski and Iris O'Donnell Bellisario from Purdue's Department of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Science. Those who attend will learn about the city's current efforts to 
help the local environment. Mayor Roswarski says this meeting will be the first step in making a positive 
impact on the climate.



1-27 Ran Noon News (:34) 

Happening Today -- a review board is looking over a Lafayette police-involved shooting case. Officer 
Nathan Stoneking is currently on paid adminstrative leave. A week ago today, Stoneking shot and killed 
Dustin Furr. Police say Furr was armed near Jeff High School and would not cooperate with officers. 
Officers tried to perform life saving measures, but Furr died at the scene.

1-27 Ran 10 P.M. News (:32) 

The Purdue University Senate is proposing that there be free sanitary products in all campus buildings. 
The goal of the resolution is to convert all the dispensaries in female and gender neutral bathrooms so 
that you don't have to pay to get the products. There was also discussion about putting out baskets of 
free products. Professor Audrey Ruple is the head of the senate's equity and diversity committee. She 
says it would cost 20 to 70 dollars to convert all 450 dispensaries on campus. Bringing the total cost to 
about 30-thousand dollars.

1-27 Ran 10 P.M. News (:28) 

The University Senate wants to allow students to mark their gender with an "x" on all university forms. 
This would put Purdue on par with the state. Indiana became the 6th state to offer non-specific gender 
options for licenses and ID's. This change happened in March of last year. Equity and Diversity 
Committee members say this is telling Purdue's non-binary students that they are accepted for how they 
identify. This resolution will also be officially voted on in February.

1-28 Ran Noon News (:31) 

The Purdue senate voted to pass a resolution on a basic needs security statement. This is addressing 
students who face food and housing insecurity. The resolution allows professors to put a statement on 
their syllabus urging students dealing with these issues to contact the Dean of Students for support. On 
campus resources include the ACE food pantry. Dr. Katie Sermersheim from the Dean of Students office 
says she and her colleagues support this effort. This resolution will now head to the Board of Trustees 
for final approval.

1-28 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:31) 

The coronavirus death toll is continuing to rise in China. Now many Chinese Purdue University students 
are feeling the affect.  Nearly 135 students call Wuhan, China home. News 18's Micah Upshaw tells us 
what students are doing to help their loved ones overseas.

1-30 Ran Ran 6 P.M. News (:1:15) 

According to poverty U-S-A dot org 21 point three million people live in deep poverty with incomes 
below 50 percent of their poverty thresholds. Today faculty and staff at Tecumseh Junior High School 
took part in a Poverty Simulation. An experience they say was eye opening.



1-31 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

People working in the Indiana Juvenile Justice system say it's come a long way in the last decade, but 
there's still work to do. Today we're learning what this looks like at a local level. Tippecanoe County 
Juvenile Magistrate Judge Faith Graham led a luncheon. News 18's Micah Upshaw tells us what she 
discussed, Micah?

2-1 Ran 11 P.M. News (:32) 

Second Baptist Church in Lafayette is helping parents in need. Today church leaders opened their doors 
for their monthly Free Baby Pantry. The event was created to provide families with baby items.  It's the 
first Saturday of ever month since bills are often due around this time. Parents with children under the 
age of three can come and pick up the necessities like bottles and diapers. Church members and 
community donors are the main people providing these items. Church leaders say they appreciate the 
way people step up to help.

2-3 Ran Morning News (:29) 

Five Purdue University students are living out what could be a once in a lifetime opportunity. They're 
getting hands-on experience working Iowa Democratic Caucuses. It's all through Purdue's Center for C-
SPAN Scholarship and Engagement. One of those students is Gerardo Pons. He's an intern here at WLFI. 
Pons says tasks include grabbing interviews and setting up camera equipment. But overall, they're 
learning about the presidential campaign process. He tells us what he finds most surprising.
2-4 Ran 10 P.M. News (:30)

Mayor John Dennis has declared it National Gun Violence Survivor Awareness Week in West Lafayette. 
But Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense leaders hope all of Greater Lafayette participates. According to 
activist Jennifer Haan, More than 900 people in Indiana die every year from gun violence. The leading 
cause is death by suicide. Moms Demand Action activists do believe in the right to own a gun. They're 
mainly pushing for better laws and regulations. Haan says right now, our nation is in a crisis.

2-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

A new addition to the center would add a brand new space offering programs for inmates dealing with 
addiction. County Commissioner, Tom Murtaugh, says adding onto the corrections center is what the 
county has been looking into for more than 18 months. Murtaugh says the county was originally looking 
to expand the jail which would cost $32 million dollars. Developing the corrections center would cost 8-9 
million dollars. Murtaugh adds that creating a new addition would provide services on site.

2-9 Ran 11 P.M. News (:31) 

Purdue University students are back on campus after experiencing the Iowa Caucuses. Last week, Five 
students traveled to Iowa to work the democratic caucuses through a C-SPAN internship. Their tasks 
included traveling to various rallies, working the cameras and setting up interviews. Andie (SLAWM-
KUH) Slomka is a sophomore double majoring in political science and genetics. She says seeing the 
process first hand has given her a new perspective. One thing she found interesting was the varying 
demographics for each candidate rally.



2-10 Ran Morning News (: 30)

Dozens of Greater Lafayette leaders gathered over the weekend to help fundraise for the center's 
services. Hanna Community Center works to provide after-school programs and senior services at a low 
cost. This has benefited hundreds of families in Tippecanoe County. Every dollar from the charity ball 
tickets will go directly to the center's programs.

2-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32)

A band teacher at Tri County High School has dealt with hearing problems his entire life.
Thanks to a group of students he no longer has this problem. Jeremy Sterk needed to invest in higher 
quality hearing aids. The new adjustments Sterk needed were out of budget and his insurance wouldn't 
cover any of the cost. That's where the students of Tri County stepped in. They raised over four-
thousand dollars. Now music for Sterk sounds clearer than ever. 
He says this kind of act of kindness really displays the power a community has when it comes together.
2-10 Ran 10 P.M. News (:28)

The Riverside Skating Center in West Lafayette has a great new addition. The city recently bought two 
ADA compliant sleds. So now people with disabilities can get out on the ice and have some fun.
And they work for people of all ages. The skater can either be pushed by someone or can use the skating 
sticks to push themselves along. Tim Clark is the ADA coordinator for the City of West Lafayette. He says 
this sends a message of inclusiveness at this popular winter attraction.

2-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:26) 

Lafayette police can now sport their facial hair and tattoos while in uniform. This new policy is an effort 
to open up their recruiting pool. News 18's Micah Upshaw tells us what led to the decision and why the 
West Lafayette Police Department has other plans.

2-14 Ran 10 P.M. News (:30)

The Carroll County Food Bank collects from all over the county. This includes 11 churches. Delphi United 
Methodist Church hosted the vigil last night.  Nancy Cripe is the site manager. She says she had no idea 
how much food was going to be donated. And she's is thankful for hundreds of pounds of food from the 
vigil. More than 420 pounds of food are being donated to the Carroll County Food Pantry in Delphi. That 
food is from last night's vigil for Abby Williams and Libby German.

2-15 Ran 6 P.M. News (:31)

Today more than 350 people participated in the Polar Plunge at Purdue University. This fundraiser 
annually brings in thousands of dollars for Special Olympics Indiana. This year's Purdue plunge brought 
in more than 80 thousand dollars. Seven college campuses across Indiana host a polar plunge every 
year. But Purdue ranks number one as the largest plunge in the state. Special athletes and other 
participants say they're happy to support the sport.



2-15 Ran 6 P.M. News (:31) 

Purdue University's rowing team is raising money for Tippecanoe County families in need. This is 
through Purdue Crew's annual Row-A-Thon fundraiser. Friends and family sponsor each rowers race. 
The goal is to row a marathon in three hours. Half of the money goes toward team expenses and the 
other half goes to Lafayette Urban Ministry's Good Samaritan fund. LUM leaders use this money as a 
social safety net for families going through a financial crisis. Crew President Henri Laliberte says this 
fundraiser brings many benefits.

2-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (:33) 

A Tippecanoe County art exhibit is helping highlight those often looked over in the community. The 
exhibit is called Voices of Homelessness. Lafayette Transitional Housing Center clients are sharing their 
experience through drawings, photos and poetry. The goal is to help combat homelessness through 
bringing awareness to the issues. Tippecanoe Arts Federation is hosting the exhibit the entire month of 
February. LTHC client John Zimmerman has a few photos in the gallery. He says this experience provides 
an outlet despite going through tough times.

2-19 Ran 10 P.M. News (:33) 

Purdue University is continuing the conversation around religion and democracy. The university held an 
event tonight that invited six experts on different aspects of religion. The panel included Mahatma 
Gandhi's grandson, Arun Gandhi. The group discussed the role religion plays in the pursuit of 
democracy, civility and the freedom of expression. There has been controversy on Purdue's campus 
regarding Chick-Fil-A opening a restaurant because of it's views on LGBTQ rights.

2-21 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35) 

Hope Springs Safe house is already using its donation money to make clients feel more at home. Purdue 
Federal Credit Union gave the not-for-profit domestic violence shelter $2,730. Hope Springs is buying a 
new baby gate, gas cards, men's toiletries and will revamp its basement boutique with the money. 
Clients can earn "hope bucks" to purchase items at the basement boutique. Toni McGowen is the 
executive director of the 5-year-old shelter. She says victims of domestic violence can stay up to 2 years 
in the house. She adds It's all about creating a welcoming atmosphere.

2-22 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30)

A group of drag queens are working to share joy and shatter stigmas in Greater Lafayette. Today 
members of the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence met at Main Street Books to read to kids. Bookstore 
owner Tamzin Malone has been hosting story time with the sisters since last August. Many of the books 
they read have a theme of celebrating differences and promoting togetherness. Sister Mira L'Amor says 
this event is all about the children. She's happy the sisters get to be themselves while doing it.

2-29 Ran 6 P.M. News (:31) 

Today, friends, family and former students are raising money for her medical necessities. Houston was 
diagnosed with A-L-S three years ago. This disease causes ongoing muscle weakness. For Houston, it's 
now starting to progress significantly. Their goal is to raise enough money to purchase a car with a 
wheelchair lift. Event organizer Tina Giltner says Houston deserves all the love coming her way.



2-29 Ran 11 P.M. News (:32) 

Imagination Station in Lafayette is wrapping up Black History Month with a STEM day celebration. The 
science museum leaders led an event called "Pieces of We." Many students of all ages came to learn 
about black trail-blazers in the field of STEM. They learned about those paving the way in the past and 
present. They also learned how they can be a part of the future of STEM. Students made models, 
created algorithms through hip-hop music and drew a mural. Event coordinator, Tikyna Dandridge says 
it's important black-students see their culture in STEM.

2-29 Ran 11 P.M. News (:32) 

This leap year has inspired a "Leap of Love" for Faith Christian students in Lafayette. Today more than a 
dozen students came together to serve Lafayette Transitional Housing clients. These students are 
members of the school's Leadership Academy program. They put together various activities for those 
experiencing homelessness. Clients got to play bingo, get a free haircut, a catered meal, and their photo 
taken. These activities were created to brings a sense of normality to clients. Students say everyone can 
take something away from this event.

3-2 Ran Noon News (:35) 

The city also approved free Feminine hygiene products in the majority of West Lafayette city bathrooms. 
That includes park restrooms, the new city hall and West Lafayette public schools.  A resolution passed 
Monday night at West Lafayette City Council in favor of making tampons and sanitary napkins as readily 
available as toilet paper and soap. As News 18 previously reported, Kathy Parker and Shannon Kang 
helped spark this conversation. Purdue adopted its version of this resolution at the end of January. West 
Lafayette Mayor John Dennis says he's happy the city is moving forward with this.

3-7 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

West Lafayette Police are working to bridge the gap between law enforcement and citizens. Today 
nearly a dozen officers met at Cafe Literato for coffee and conversation. City residents came to ask 
questions and get to know their officers. Chief Troy Harris says this event is a learning experience for 
residents and police. He says both groups leave with a better understanding of one another. Beyond 
bonding with the community, the department's goal is to provide more positive interactions with police.

3-7 Ran 11 P.M. News (:28) 

The first female robotics team in Indiana hosted their annual reveal this evening. The all-girl group call 
themselves the Girl Gang Robotics. They showcased their robot for competition season.
It took seven weeks for the girls to engineer their robot. By promoting integrity, acceptance and 
teamwork the girls hope to represent women in the STEM field. President of Girl Gang Robotics Liz Jones 
says this will prepare young girls for their future education and careers.

3-12 Ran 11 P.M. News (:22) 

And some local churches are switching to online services in place of their Sunday gatherings starting this 
week. Northview Christian church has 13 campuses throughout the state, including one in West 
Lafayette. They say the streaming plan will continue through at least April 5th, which is Palm Sunday. 
They will keep up their small group activities in that time.



3-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:36) 

Many Greater Lafayette churches are choosing to stay safe than sorry amid the corona-virus outbreak. 
Those church leaders are playing it safe by streaming their services on-line this Sunday. We talked to 
leaders from Northview Church in West Lafayette and First Christian Church in Lafayette. Both leaders 
say it's unclear when regular services will continue. They say they want to do what's best for the health 
of their congregation. First Christian Reverend Andrew Guthrie says a majority of his church members 
are at high-risk of contracting the disease. This is the first Sunday the church will ever stream online.

3-15 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:28)

Tippecanoe County churches are turning to technology in an effort to help prevent the spread of COVID-
19. This morning, First Christian Church held its first ever live-streamed Sunday service. News 18's Micah 
Upshaw sat down with Reverend Andrew Guthrie to learn how it went.

3-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

The Salvation Army is making a few provisions in order to keep its clientele and staff safe. The center will 
now offer a walk up and drive up food pantry. This is a change from their normal come in and and sit 
process. Hours for the food pantry are also changing. It will only operate from nine to ten and only on 
Wednesdays and Friday's. People are also restricted from being in the building longer than five minutes. 
Lieutenant Rachel Johnson says the Salvation Army is working to continue providing services during this 
time.

3-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (:23)

Tippecanoe County Republicans are postponing the caucus to replace Brian Metzger as county 
commissioner. The caucus was supposed to be held tomorrow. The winner would have finished 
Metzger's term as county council president through the end of December. As we've reported, Metzger 
died unexpectedly at the end of January. The party hasn't set a new date for the caucus.

3-19 Ran 10 P.M. News (:32) 

In light of that case, the Tippecanoe County Clerk is reminding voters of a safer way to have your voice 
heard in the upcoming primary. Clerk Julie Roush is requesting that people consider voting by mail - 
especially those over 60, or with underlying medical conditions. The deadline to request absentee voting 
is April 23rd. Then an official ballot will be sent back to the voter, and must be returned by election day. 
The primary election is scheduled for May 5th, but Governor Holcomb has indicated he would be open 
to delaying it if necessary. 

3-20 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:45) 

With more and more industries closing, people experiencing homelessness are facing a ripple effect of 
challenges News 18's Micah Upshaw explains why. When it comes to client safety and sanitation 
procedures, Lafayette Transitional Housing Center is set. It's the after effects of this corona virus 
pandemic that has workers worried.



3-20 Ran 10 P.M. News (:20)

Also, Indiana's primary election is being moved to June. Governor Eric Holcomb and Secretary of State 
Connie Lawson made the announcement this morning. The primary is normally held on May 5th. It will 
now be June 2nd. During a news conference on the coronavirus yesterday, Holcomb said he wanted to 
move it for safety reasons.

3-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:22) 

While officials are still banning social gatherings and asking people to practice social distancing, one 
local organization is creating a way people can encourage each other safely. News 18's Marvin Bills 
shares how this organization is asking people to ban together.

3-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:54) 

To encourage social-distancing many churches have transitioned to live-streaming Sunday service. 
Innovation Church in Lafayette is taking it a step further. The pastor has created a drive-in Church 
service. News 18's Micah Upshaw shows us how it works.

3-24 Ran 10 P.M. News (:31) 

West Lafayette leaders are seeking new ways of reaching students for the 2020 Census. The city is 
planning to heavily relying on social media as tool of advertisement. West Lafayette Census Liaison 
Bryce Patz says off-campus students were already a challenge to reach. Now that students are heading 
home, it makes their efforts even harder. This is the first year college communities are allowed to count 
college students in the head count. Patz says the city will be more active than ever on their various 
social platforms.

3-25 Ran 10 P.M. News (2:12)
A local celebrity is bringing absolute joy to people's faces. Every Thursday during the stay at home order 
Piano Man Bruce Barker will be playing a 90-minute show through Facebook Live. That included tonight. 
Last week the show had more than 56 thousand comments and 15 thousand viewers. I asked Bruce to 
take me through the set-up and asked him why he's giving back.

3-30 Ran 6 P.M. News (:23) 

The Greater Lafayette Chinese community is giving to those who are combating COVID-19. They're 
donating a hundred medical gowns to both Franciscan Health and IU health. Organizers say it's a gesture 
of gratitude from the community, thanking those who are on the frontlines of this pandemic. 
Coordinator Jia Li says the biggest way people can help medical workers is to follow their advice.



Education

Governor Holcomb and others in the capitol have a lot of thinking to do in regards to their 
education goals for 2020. The state saw a surplus in 2019 and many state representatives want 
that money for their local schools. Local school corporations are taking charter schools head-on 
challenging the state’s law allowing charter schools to buy a building for one dollar making it 
harder for local schools to receive revenue for the kids they instruct. The COVID-19 pandemic 
hits schools big and small forcing teachers and administrations to re-think how they teach their 
students when they aren’t face to face. 



1-3 Ran 6 P.M. News (:26)

The Indiana Department of Education released 2018-2019 data on school performance. It says over 56 
percent of Indiana High Schools and 53 percent of middle schools at least met expectations or did 
better. Federal ratings are based on multiple factors, which include things like students' proficiency on 
statewide tests and graduation rates.

1-7 Ran 6 P.M. News (:34) 

The first effort in 2020 to boost Indiana teacher pay has failed. The House Ways and Means committee 
has rejected a Democratic proposal for 291- million dollars in one- time teacher bonuses. The money 
came from unexpected tax revenue. But Governor Eric Holcomb's budget director argued there would 
be better ways to use it. The Republican- controlled committee voted in agreement, along party lines. A 
separate bill they approved instead directs the money toward several planned college construction 
projects. That bill now heads to the full House for consideration.

1-7 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:59)

Education is a hot topic around the Indiana Statehouse this legislative session. The majority of bills State 
Senator Ron Alting is authoring have to do with schools in some capacity. News 18's Anna Darling sat 
down with Senator Alting today to learn more about his plan for addressing key education issues in our 
state.

1-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32)

Klinker also says she's happy that the state has a surplus of money. She says that surplus will benefit the 
new Veterinary Teaching Hospital on Purdue University's campus.  As we previously reported, the new 
building will house state-of-the-art facilities and services. It will replace the current veterinary hospital. 
The project is expected to cost 108 million dollars. Purdue has committed 35 million dollars. The State of 
Indiana has approved a 73-million-dollar appropriation - which will be paid for through the state surplus.

1-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:34)

These grants provide funding towards Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics curricula in 
STEM certified schools. The Lafayette School Corporation received over 38 thousand dollars from the 
grant. This money will be going to Sunnyside Intermediate School, the only STEM certified school in the 
city. The money will be used for development in hands on learning rather than lecture based learning. 
Superintendent Les Huddle says this will mean big things for the students.

1-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:15) 

It's harder than ever to keep up in school if you don't have access to the internet. South Bend 
Schools have taken steps to help all their students get that access. The district equipped 20 school 
buses with WiFi last month so that students can do homework on the way to and from school.
Tolly Taylor has the story.



1-11 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30)

Fifty-four high school students walked across the stage to receive their diploma. The Tippecanoe School 
Corporation held its winter commencement ceremony at Loeb Playhouse at Purdue University. Students 
from McCutheon and Harrison high school attended. The Harrison Band was also there to play the 
national anthem and recessional music. Graduates Jason Foster and Madison Mobley say this is an 
exciting time and they're excited to start their next chapters.

1-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:37)

As News 18 previously reported, West Lafayette is challenging a law requiring public school corporations 
to lease unused buildings to charter schools for one dollar. The corporation withdrew its case last week. 
It's now joining Lake Ridge School Corporation and the School City of Hammond. Both have recently filed 
a similar lawsuit against the state. Superintendent Rocky Killion says joining the other districts gives the 
case a greater chance to be heard.

1-13 Ran 10 P.M. News (:30)

Three new roofing projects at Lafayette schools will get underway during the summer of 2020.     Three 
different bid were approved at Linnwood elementary school, Edgelea Elementary school and Lafayette 
Jeff High School. The bids first went out December 12th and were closed by Janaury 3rd.  The Lafayette 
School Corporation says the three contractors were the lowest responsive and responsible bidders.  
LSC's superintendent says he's happy these schools are getting work done on their exterior.

1-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:37) 

It's one of the topics he in his State of the State address to the General Assembly last night. And, while 
teachers say they're glad to be on the governor's radar. Many aren't happy with how he responded. The 
Governor recommended that in the next budget the General Assembly use an Additional 250-million 
dollars from the surplus and put it towards teacher retirement funds. In turn he says 50-million dollars a 
year will be generated to be redirected towards teacher pay.  However. local teachers say they need 
relief now.

1-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

More than 500 teachers gathered at Purdue today for the STEM Education conference. It outlines the 
state's plan for improving curriculums and career exposure in STEM fields. The aim is for more hands on 
learning as opposed to lecture-based teaching in the classroom. The plan also aims to equip students 
with 21st century skills. Teachers and administrators gather each year to share the new teaching 
methods they've developed. Sunnyside Middle School teacher, Scott McTagertt says their method 
focuses on students breaking down a problem into different sections.



1-22 Ran Noon News (:30)

A new graduation requirement could soon be coming to Purdue. The university is exploring the idea of 
having all of its students have some sort of data science training. Purdue President Mitch Daniels says 
most professions today require data analyzing skills. He wants data science to be as common of a topic 
at Purdue as English composition is now. Daniels says the class requirement would likely be discipline 
specific. But no matter what, administrators say it needs to be part of everyone's education.

1-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30) 

Purdue's Department of Forestry and Natural Resources will be breaking ground on a new wildlife 
facility this Spring. The 47 hundred square foot building will replace an outdated building in Purdue's 
Wildlife Area off of State Road 26 in West Lafayette. The facility will offer researchers six rooms for 
experimenting and small animal research. Jason Hoverman says the new building will make outreach 
programs for the community possible.

1-24 Ran 10 P.M. (:28) 

An upcoming apartment complex is focusing on student housing, but not for Purdue - for Ivy Tech. Anvil 
38 will start construction this summer on the city's southeast side. Iron Men properties is buying the 
land from Ivy Tech. The 30- million-dollar investment will contain 300 units, and about 400 beds. The 
company says it will be geared toward students and young professionals who may have work or training 
in the area. The goal is to wrap construction by summer of 2021.

1-25 Ran 6 P.M. News (:29) 

Many people gathered to play Euchre at the Junior Achievement Center in Lafayette. Nearly forty people 
were in attendance in teams of four. It was fundraiser event for Junior Achievement. 
Junior Achievement is a national nonprofit organization. They aim to teach kids financial literacy, work 
readiness and entrepreneurship. The programs they offer are K-12 and are free to schools in the area. 
Executive Director, Jen Edwards, says this fundraiser is helping better the young people of the future.

1-28 Ran 10 P.M. News (:32) 

As we previously reported, Redmon's contract was not renewed in December. She was told it was 
because of the school's ILEARN scores. Today around 50 people showed up for the school board 
meeting. There was no public comment. But supporters of all ages made their voices heard in a different 
way. And there are about a dozen "I stand with amanda redmon" signs along State Road 18 in Flora. 
Redmon now has a lawyer. She is represented by Joel Hand.

1-29 Ran 11 P.M. News (:40)

It was the last of four public meetings Benton County Schools have held on the issue. Back in November, 
the district said it would have to make big cuts soon if expenses keep outgrowing revenue. As we 
previously reported low enrollment, state funding changes and inflation all contributed to the budget 
deficit. Most people at the meeting tonight said they would prefer to raise new funds, and avoid cutting 
programs like music and sports. Superintendent Gregg Hoover says he and Finance Advisory Committee 
will do what's best for the district.



1-30 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

Indiana is seeing a decrease in the number of students who want to become teachers. Purdue 
University's College of Education experienced a 27 percent drop in enrollment between 2010 and 2018. 
News 18's Brandon Fulk brings us what the Dean of the school as well as a local school superintendent 
have to say about these numbers. 

2-4 Ran 10 P.M. News (:30) 

The Purdue Board of Trustees will vote Friday on the approval of a (paas·chuh·muhs) posthumous 
degree for a student killed in a cave rappelling accident. Trever Col died on Nov. 23 after he fell 200 feet 
while rappelling in Alabama's Valhalla Cave. Col was a senior studying mechanical engineering from 
Austin, Texas. He was on the trip with four other Purdue students. 
The 21-year-old was involved in the Sigma Alpha Epsilon racing team and Purdue Outing Club. 
The trustees will meet at 9:15 Friday morning in Stewart Center room 326.

2-9 Ran 6 P.M. News (:27) 

The Lafayette Police Department is gearing up for the 2020 Citizens Academy. Every Wednesday for eight 
weeks’ people have the chance to learn about the inner workings of LPD. Including a better understanding of 
the role law enforcement plays within the criminal justice system. Classes begin March eighteenth and are 
held at City Hall from six to nine PM. Lieutenant Matt Gard says these classes really give people an inside look 
at how law enforcement works.

2-10 Ran 6 P.M. News (:31) 

Teachers from all over Tippecanoe County are getting a lesson on suicide prevention this month. 
Educators from all 35 schools are required to take this training every three years. The rule went into 
effect starting the 2017-2018 school year. The training is designed to help break the stigma surrounding 
suicide. Teachers are learning how to initiate conversations with at risk students. They're also learning 
how to get them the help they need. Trainer Erin Perdue hopes teachers leave understanding the 
importance of listening.

2-10 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:34) 

Registration for the next school year is just around the corner... and some parents will be registering 
their children for the first time. News 18's Meredith Hackler talked with early education professionals. 
who say it's important that your soon to be kindergartener is ready to start school and if they aren't it's 
ok to wait a year to enroll them. 

2-12 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:12) 
A new high tech quiet wind tunnel is making its way to Purdue. It's thanks to a five-point-nine-million-
dollar contract awarded by the Air Force Research Laboratory. It will help researchers find new methods 
to be able to fly faster and further in the future. As News 18's Balint Szalavari, the facility will be the first 
of its kind in the world.



2-14 Ran 5 P.M. News (:34) 

Purdue University has joined a select group of space community leaders for a Space Information Sharing 
and Analysis Center. Aeronautics and astronautics Professor Dan DeLaurentis will serve on the board of 
directors for the center. The center will allow academic contribution to industry leaders such as 
government agencies. The goal is to share information regarding cyber and non-cyber threats. They'll 
share information at board meetings and conventions. Professor DeLaurentis says this is a great 
partnership for Purdue.

2-15 Ran 6 P.M. News (:28) 

More than twenty robotic teams gathered at Lafayette Central Catholic for a robotics competition. The 
competition was organized by Lafayette Central's Sparks Robotic team. Teams competed to qualify for 
the Indiana Semi-State Championship. The event was sponsored by FIRST. FIRST aims to inspire young 
people's interest and participation in science and technology. Lafayette Central Catholic Student 
Philomena Gillen says this competition isn't just about winning.
 
2-17 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

This rally was hosted by Indiana coalition for Public education. They discussed several Topics during the 
rally. While teacher pay was a topic of discussion so was the hold harmless bill which would not hold 
teachers or schools responsible for low ilearn test scores. The Hold Harmless has been signed by the 
governor.   But it's not a permanent solution. Educators say they'd like to see standardized testing 
separated from accountability *permanently.

2-18 Ran Noon News (:38) 

This program is being made possible through Purdue universities partnership with modern states dot 
org. The website has 30 free online courses that will prepare students to take the college level 
examination program classes other wise known as CLEP. When students pass 5 of these examinations 
they will automatically be admitted to Purdue university. While these tests would usually cost the 
students money. That's not the case with this program. Modern States will pay for students to take the 
tests. This is something Purdue president Mitch Daniels says will make college more accessible to 
students who live in rural and inner city communities.

2-25 Ran 11 P.M. News (:32) 

The St. Joseph's College Board of Trustees has approved a three-year plan aimed at bringing life back to 
campus. Alumni have been waiting for this plan to be released since the college lost its accreditation in 
2017. They will be starting the University Center. Students can get a two year associates degree that 
they can build on at S-J-C or transfer. And the plan creates the Career College, which will focus on 
offering professional certifications. S-J-C Spokesperson Dr. William Carroll says this plan is the future of 
small liberal arts colleges.



3-1 Ran Noon News (:57)

A group of about 20 public health grad students made the drive down here to Indianapolis. There are 
several bills they are advocating to legislators. Some of those bills include a rights for sexual assault 
victims bill, mental health services bill, colon cancer testing and substance use recovery services. They 
talked to representative Chris Campbell and staffers from alting and Lehe's offices. The bill that is the 
hottest topic here at the statehouse is house bill 10-04 which is about medical billing. It's original aim 
was to make billing more transparent. But an amendment added would result in less reimbursement for 
procedures done at hospital off-site locations. The grad students are advocating that the bill be pushed 
to committee so that the amendment has the possibility of being removed and moving forward as it was 
originally written.

3-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (:34) 

The coronavirus concern continues to grow. Purdue has now canceled all university-sponsored trips 
abroad this spring break. The ban was originally just for countries at a high risk. Purdue President Mitch 
Daniels says no students have been infected -- or even tested for coronavirus. However, he says one 
visiting faculty member is in self-quarantine right now. If the coronavirus would come to campus, 
Purdue is preparing to quarantine students and possibly turn to online classes. Junior Ashley Fritz was 
supposed to travel to Italy for spring break. Now, she's finding other plans.

3-10 Ran 10 P.M. News (:52) 

Purdue students say they have mixed emotions about the university's decision to move class online 
amid the coronavirus outbreak. Purdue President Mitch Daniels and Provost Jay Akridge announced that 
earlier this evening. Many say doing this hinders their ability to learn and excel in their courses. Purdue 
joins a growing list of universities across the country canceling in-person classes due to coronavirus 
concerns including IU and Ohio State. As of now, there are no confirmed cases on any of Purdue's three 
campuses. Purdue' s spring break is next week from march 16th through the 20th. So before that or 
before March 23rd according to Purdue President Mitch Daniels all faculty and staff should move their 
courses to online and be prepared to do so indefinitely. Students say professors have prepped them for 
this, but let them know it will be a challenge.

3-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:42) 

Statewide, the number of confirmed cases are up to 10. Eleven, if you include one in Saint Joseph 
County. They announced a case this afternoon, but the state health department has not tested it yet. 
That would be eight total counties. Four of them neighboring Indianapolis, where the first case in the 
state was confirmed just five days ago. Purdue is responding by canceling in- person classes, as we told 
you at the top of the hour. They're also calling off two upcoming events - Spring Fest and the Tyler Trent 
5-K Challenge. Spring commencement and Grand Prix are being "re-evaluated," according to President 
Mitch Daniels. Daniels spoke on those decisions today. He says they were made based on the best 
medical advice available.



3-11 Ran 10 P.M. News (:21) 

Purdue students are left with many questions after the university decided to move classes online. 
Especially seniors. Many are worried about their time on campus. This includes their grades, spring 
break and how their classes will be conducted. Some seniors say professors have not been in touch yet 
about class. This is worrisome for Kara Latham.

3-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

Researchers at Purdue are taking a closer look at the novel Coronavirus. Virologist and Professor Richard 
Kuhn says COVID-19 is a Ribonucleic Acid virus. Which means it causes an acute infection.
Kuhn was instrumental in determining what the Zika Virus looked like in 2016. Which made strides in 
creating antiviral compounds to provide a basis for a Vaccine.  He says it's too difficult to try those same 
methods on the Coronavirus. COVID-19 has a very irregular type shape. Although he says, there are 
Purdue researchers working on a molecule that could potentially be used to treat the virus.

3-13 Ran Noon News (:54) 

Our top story this midday, starting March 16th all three public school corporations in Tippecanoe County 
will be closed. That includes the LSC, TSC and WLCSC. The decision was made out of precaution to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. On Thursday, Governor Holcomb announced additional steps for public 
schools to consider. That includes a waiver of up to 20 days for public schools to use without any 
academic or financial penalties.  During this time all the schools will be completely disinfected. The 
school corporations expect to resume classes on April 1. E-learning days will be implemented for all K 
through 12 students April 1, 2 and 3. Officials will determine the next steps the week of March 30.

3-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:54)

Tippecanoe County public school leaders are looking for ways to serve students during its extended 
break. These school districts join hundreds of schools across the country canceling in-person classes 
amid the coronavirus outbreak.  News 18's Micah Upshaw tells what these next few weeks could look 
like.

3-16 Ran 10 P.M. News (:23) 

The custodial staff at Lafayette School Corporation is getting ready to deep clean all 13 schools. LSC 
Superintendent Les Huddle says different chemicals will be used - ones that are made to kill viruses like 
Coronavirus. Fumigation will not be possible since the companies in our area say they are not available 
until May. Huddles adds the staff is working overtime to get this done.



3-16 Ran 10 P.M. News (:37) 

Local organizations are extending a helping hand to make sure kids have food while schools are closed. 
Wabash National, United Way, Lafayette School Corporation, Food Finders, Security Federal, and S-I-A 
are supplying breakfast and lunch sacks. From March 19 to the 27th.. students with the Lafayette School 
Corporation can drive-up to Sunnyside Intermediate School and Tecumseh Junior High School.
The program will only be available during weekdays beginning at 11 o'clock. They will only allow two 
meals per car. CEO for United Way Lafayette Michael Budd says it's important to be there for one 
another during a time like this.

3-17 Ran Morning News (:29) 

Purdue has reached a decision on how the school will handle courses moving forward this semester. The 
University confirmed the rest of the semester will be conducted online only. Final exams will also be 
held online as well. The school is making sure residence halls will be left open to any student who needs 
to stay on campus. However, they have asked students able to return home or live elsewhere do so. The 
university is currently on Spring Break. Courses will resume online on March 23-rd.

3-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31) 

Purdue University has canceled its commencement ceremonies scheduled for May 15th to the 17th. This 
comes after the university announced its transition to online learning for the rest of the semester, which 
follows recommendations from the C-D-C amid the coronavirus outbreak. A virtual ceremony will still 
take place and all diplomas will be mailed. The registrar's office says students can still pick up gowns and 
take pictures with family members. Gowns will be mailed to candidates and will include postage for its 
return.

3-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

Purdue University will close nearly all of its academic, research and administrative buildings Wednesday 
due to the coronavirus, according to Provost Jay Akridge. According to the university, Hicks 
Undergraduate Library will be monitored and only open to students without Wi-Fi or computer access. 
Akridge said staff will monitor social distancing and will clean throughout the day. It will be open 7:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday-Friday. The buildings will still be unlocked Monday and Tuesday.

3-27 Ran Morning News (:23) 

Tippecanoe county leaders want you to educate yourself about the spread of COVID-19. They are asking 
citizens watch a YouTube video they're sharing. The video shows how a pandemic starts and the benefits 
of flattening the curve. It compares the COVID-19 outbreak to the 19-18 flu. Emergency Management 
Director Smokey Anderson says this information is important to get out to the public.

3-29 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:30)

Several teachers in Tippecanoe County are preparing to start E-Learning this week in response to schools 
closing during COVID-19. News 18's Marvin Bills spoke with a teacher from West Lafayette about how 
they are adjusting to a virtual classroom. 



3-30 Ran 6 P.M. News (:25) 

Daycares and early learning centers have made several changes due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Just Us 
Kids early learning center doesn't allow parents in the building. Also before children go to their 
classroom for the day they are required to keep their shoes and jacket in bag away from other kids. 
Along with several safety precautions the early learning center is live streaming lessons on their 
Facebook page as well.

  



Transportation and Infrastructure

A warm and dry December leads into a colder and wetter 2020. Local road crews have their 
work cut out for them, but are prepared due to the slow end of the year. The Tippecanoe 
Sheriff’s office rolled out a new way to keep their community safe. Now, instead of calling in or 
waving down a deputy, residents can get online to report a dangerous driver or road condition. 
Proving that COVID is touching all aspects of life, many if not all construction and infrastructure 
projects are put on hold due to social distancing concerns. 



1-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

Officials told News 18 that 240 trees were planted in the City this past year. Since 1994, nearly 33-
hundred trees have been planted thanks to Tree Lafayette. Executive Director Bill Arthur says his 
favorite memory is the same every year. That's the annual arbor day tree planting. Arthur said the 
weather was great, and all 66 trees were planted beautifully.

1-6 Ran 10 P.M. News (:55) 

The Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office is rolling out a new system for the community to have a voice. 
They are now introducing a Traffic Complaint Email. The system will allow people to email the 
department with complaints regarding traffic violations. Sheriff Bob Goldsmith says the number one 
complaint from the public has to do with traffic. Deputies will then patrol those areas. Goldsmith says in 
the past complaints would come through on social media and calls. This new system will give people 
better means of communication when reporting problems in their area.

1-7 Ran Noon News (:45) 

New at noon - the city of Lafayette is getting ready for another project along Teal Road. As we previously 
reported, INDOT has been planning rehabilitation along Teal Road since 2018. But before more work is 
done, the city wants to make sure they don't have to dig up the new road way. Crews will be replacing 
900 feet of water main on Teal Road just east of 18th Street. That's near Tecumseh Middle School. The 
work should save the city from having to disrupt the road in the future.

1-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

The town was offering curbside pick up to the community, but due to the age of their recycling truck 
they aren't able to continue offering curbside service. Instead people in Flora will be able to drop their 
recycling off at recycling bins located at the town utility shop.

1-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33) 

The town will be demolishing the former Brethren's Home property. The property sits on the west edge 
of town. The town received a grant from the Office of Community and Rural Affairs that allows them to 
tear down blighted properties. The Brethern Home used to be a nursing home but has been vacant since 
the early 2000's. Town leaders say since the building has been abandoned there has been a lot of crime 
and vandalism on the property. They hope to have it torn down by the middle of the year.  

1-8 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30)

Lafayette has some problem areas that tend to flood quicker than other areas. This includes North River 
Road along State Road 43 under Sagamore Parkway. Do not drive through flooded water - even if it may 
look like you can - DON"T Sheriff Bob Goldsmith says the department's dive team will be on call to help 
anyone out who does get stuck. He adds use common sense and familiarize yourself with where you are 
going.



1-10 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30) 

Benton county is one step closer to broadband internet for majority of people who live there. It's the 
beneficiary of a three-million-dollar grant awarded to Mainstream Fiber Networks. The money will be 
used to add around 120 miles of fiber networks that will expand broadband in the rural area. The Next 
Level Connections grant is part of a funding partnership with the state of Indiana, Benton County and 
Mainstream Fiber Network. Local leaders say this will help schools in the area when they have E-learning 
days.

1-13 Ran Noon News (:20)

A traffic alert for drivers this midday. A stretch of State Road 225 in Battle Ground is closed off to drivers 
due to flooding. You can see that area between Old U-S 25 and the Jewettsport Ford Bridge on your 
screen right now. The Tippecanoe County Sheriff's office says no other roads in the area are closed due 
to flooding.

1-13 Ran Noon News (:22) 

Some areas of the city are still flooded after this weekend's heavy rainfall. Take a look at your screen. 
Two local parks currently have such high water that there was no other option but to close the areas off.  
That includes McAllister Park on ninth street and Shamrock Park off of Wabash Avenue. The City of 
Lafayette announced the closures in a Facebook post this morning.

1-13 Ran Noon News (:22) 

A Logansport street is getting ready to close for the next 11 months. It's part of a project at the Cass 
County Jail. Starting Tuesday, High Street will close from 3rd to 4th streets until November. It could open 
sooner depending on construction schedules. City officials say the closure is necessary in order to keep 
the public safe while heavy equipment is used.

1-13 Ran 10 P.M. News (:29) 

The city of Lafayette has two new historic districts. The city council voted to approve them tonight.
The first is called the Greenbush Historic District. It mainly consists of the Greenbush cemetery, 
which has existed since 1848. The other is the Perrin-Cason street Historic District. It consists of two 
properties on the 1500 block of Cason Street. And has potential to grow in the future.
With these new additions, the city now has 24 official historic districts. And now has its first 
cemetery.

1-14 Ran Noon News (:20) 

Work will start on another Lafayette road this spring. Cason Street will be closed or restricted 
periodically in spring, summer and fall. Crews will be running water main between 18th and 30th street. 
It's to supply water to the Murdock Park booster station. The stretch of road will be closed during the 
LSC's spring, summer and fall breaks.



1-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (:26) 

That same grant will be used to pay for resurfacing along several Lafayette Streets. Starting this spring, 
crews will be resurfacing North 19th from Hanna to Greenbush Street. Underwood from 15th to Erie 
Street will also undergo resurfacing.

1-14 Ran 10 P.M. News (:51) 

After a more than 2 hour span without power Duke Energy and Tipmont REMC say all of their customers 
have full restoration. Broken equipment on transmission lines caused a substation failure on the city's 
east side according to Duke. After a more than 2-hour span without power Duke Energy and Tipmont 
REMC say all of their customers have full restoration. Broken equipment on transmission lines caused a 
substation failure on the city's east side according to Duke.

1-15 Ran 6 P.M. News (:15) 

Soon, cars will no longer be able to drive on a large stretch of third street. As News 18's Trevor Peters 
reports, the heart of Purdue is about to become safer and more pedestrian friendly. The street will close 
in May after this current semester. There is no set completion date. On WLFI.com you can find how the 
city and university will work together.

1-14 Ran 11 P.M. News (:33) 

Timberbrook Meadows will sit on 60 acres of land and include 165 homes. It's on the southside of CR 
600 N within a mile of Harrison High School Community members say there are too many houses being 
built near Harrison meaning less first responders available. Once the developer meets all necessary 
requirements - area plan commission passes the subdivision. Noel charshe (char-shay) is okay with the 
neighborhood, but hopes it's built with safety in mind.  

1-14 Ran 11 P.M. News (:26) 

Also at tonight's meeting, West Lafayette's downtown plan is moving from A- P- C to city council for final 
approval. As we previously reported area planners say the plan is guiding future development. The idea 
is to connect the Chauncey Village area and Levee to downtown Lafayette. There have been multiple 
public hearings to discuss the future of West Lafayette. West Lafayette city council will vote on this 
Monday, February 3rd at 6:30 p.m.

1-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30) 

The Cass County Sheriff's Office plans to add on to their jail in order to enhance their operations. The 
county approved an 
18-million-dollar project to add an addition to the jail. Sheriff Ed Schroder says the county has dealt with 
over-crowding for many years.  Ten years ago an inmate through an attorney filed a law suit because of 
overcrowding. Cass County Commissioner Jim Sailors says this project is part of protecting the county.  



1-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (:24) 

The Metropolitan School District of Warren County is in the early planning stages of building a new 
elementary school in Pine Village. Over the last ten years the elementary school has doubled its 
enrollment. The new school would provide growth opportunities. but the new plans could be 
demolishing a piece of history in the community. I talked with locals who say the change is the best 
move for Pine Village.

1-20 Ran Noon News (:36) 

A northern Indiana county is seeking to overturn a court ruling that puts it on the hook for costly repairs 
to six aging dams in a lake-filled subdivision. Miami County is challenging a Marion County judge's ruling 
which found in part that Miami County was fully responsible for repairing the dams at the Hidden Hills 
subdivision. The county has asked the Indiana Court of Appeals to overturn that decision, arguing that 
the dams are only used by the subdivision's residents for their "own private pleasure.” Subdivision 
residents have asked the appeals court to uphold the Marion County judge's ruling.

1-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26) 

West Lafayette Fire station two is temporarily closed. This comes after weeks of re-occurring plumbing 
issues. Fire Chief Tim Heath says the station will stay closed while they work to fix the problems. The  
building sits at the corner of North Salisbury and West Navajo Street. Chief Heath says this will not affect 
serving those in need. Heath advises people to call 911 or stop by the other stations if they need 
assistance.

1-28 Ran 6 P.M. News (:27)

More than two million dollars in bids have been accepted for renovations on the Tippecanoe County 
Courthouse. County Commissioners accepted the bids this morning. The project will transform the 
auxiliary courtroom into the new Superior Court 7. A new juvenile courtroom and space for the 
Probation Department will also be added. With the additions, the courthouse will be home to ten 
courts. Commissioner Tom Murtaugh says this project has a few challenges.

1-30 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

Lafayette is looking to revitalize the Historic Jefferson Neighborhood. Today the Lafayette 
redevelopment commission voted in favor of undertaking a neighborhood plan for the area. The historic 
area is bounded by 9th, Union, Ferry, and Erie streets. The plan  would focus on what parts of the 
neighborhood need the most work and what the city can do to improve them moving forward. 
Economic Development Director Dennis Carsons says they are hoping for feedback from people who live 
in the area about what types of businesses and developments they would like to see.



1-31 Ran 10 P.M. News (:26) 

The 29,500 square foot center has eight lanes for competitive swimming, and a 13-foot-deep pool area 
for diving. The new facility also seats more spectators than ever before. The pool was designed to not 
only be an asset for the school but also the community. Aquatics Director Jim Sharp says they hope to 
have community programs taking place in the new center by this summer.

2-3 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27) 

Rahbar leads several student research groups testing different asphalt mixtures, seeing how easy they 
crack. The groups take field materials donated from different agencies including the Indiana Department 
of Transportation. They create different mixtures, compact the sample, then test it. Rahbar says the 
asphalt materials used on roads today have recycling additives which cause cracking.
As transportation evolves, Rahbar says, so should our roads.

2-4 Ran Noon News (:31) 

Right now, the outside of the stands is going up. They're on the opposite side of the property where 
they used to be. Now, fans will have their backs toward main street. The steel frame of the front 
building is also up. That's where the merchandise and tickets will be sold. Lafayette City Engineer Jeromy 
Grenard says it's exciting to see it all coming together.

2-4 ran 6 P.M. News (1:31)

In 2018 both the Tapawingo Drive Roundabouts were in the top five most crash-prone intersections in 
Tippecanoe County. Traffic Planning experts and engineers say these numbers were surprising.. however 
they say roundabouts are still a safer option then traditional signalized intersections. 

2-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

A portion of Klondike Road will close starting Friday, The Tippecanoe County Highway Department will 
close Klondike Road at the intersection of Cumberland Avenue. The closure will start the second phase 
of the county's ten million dollar Revive Klondike project. Crews will build a new roundabout at the 
intersection. The work is expected to the be completed in late spring. Highway Department Director 
Stewart Kline says drivers should seek alternate routes starting Friday morning.

2-5 Ran 10 P.M. News (:34) 

The new LPD HQ will be finished in 2023. A ground breaking on a new training center will follow this 
project. The current LPD station is too small and was built in 1995. It was retrofitted to be the Lafayette 
Police headquarters. By the end of March architects and engineers will have renderings made up of the 
new station. It will be built at North 6th and Columbia Streets. LPD's Chief Patrick Flannelly says its the 
new HQ will better the community.



2-7 Ran 11 P.M. News (:32)

Purdue University's new band building will soon get a name. The donors want to keep it anonymous 
right now. Board of Trustees will release the name in about two weeks. Band students have been using 
the Elliot Hall of Music for 70 years. The new building will provide classrooms that cater to Purdue's 
marching band. The university is finishing the blue print for the building. It will be located at the heart of 
campus on the south-east corner of Russell and Third Street. Purdue Trustee, Vanessa Castagna, says 
this has been a long time in the making.

2-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

Tippecanoe County won't be getting a new recycling facility anytime soon. According to county 
commissioners -- what was set to be a temporary fix has actually been running smoothly. The Trash 
Transfer Station on North Ninth Street has now become the official hub for drop-off recycling. When the 
West Lafayette 24-7 recycling center closed, the county discussed building a new drop-off center.  
Commissioner Tracy Brown says that can be expensive and it's unnecessary. Brown says the Transfer 
station is seeing less problems with workers overseeing the drop off center.

2-12 Ran Noon News (:33) 

There are bigger and better things in the future for Frankfort. The City council has approved a new space 
for the police and fire departments. It's located next to Frankfort's airport off State Road 28 - Between 
county roads South 350 and 300 West. It will be 25-thousand square feet and include better 
communication tools. The department plans on having a hazmat response team. It will cost 8 million 
dollars and the money will come from the public safety income tax. Mayor Chris McBarnes and Chief 
Troy Bacon know it’s exciting to see their plans come to life.

2-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27) 

While we have had some snow this winter season, this will be the first major snow where students will 
be here. The ordinance says that all vehicles, trailers and other equipment parked along the designated 
roads must be moved when it snows. Several of the emergency snow routes go through campus.
Including Russell street, Harrison street and airport road. West Lafayette street superintendent Ben 
Anderson says they have prepared well for this weather system.

2-13 Ran 6 P.M. News (:32) 

The stoplight is located at the intersection of County Farm Road and County Road 500 north. Before the 
traffic lights were added 500 north had a stop sign and County Farm Road Traffic did not stop. The 
county noticed there were several accidents in the area.. so they decided to perform a traffic study. The 
study suggested adding a stop light in the area. Tippecanoe County Commissioner Tracy Brown says 
adding the stoplights was necessity since that area of county is continuing to grow.



2-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31) 

A piece of history in White County is getting a modern touch. The Monon Civic Preservation Society 
raised more than $250,000 to restore the Monon Theater. It has been in the community since the 
1930s. The Monon Civic Preservation Society purchased the building in 2013 after the previous owners 
moved out. Sixty-thousand dollars has already been spent repairing the roof. The next step is repairing 
the entrance and inside of the building. The preservation society says the goal is to bring back a piece of 
history for Monon.

2-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

Construction is coming along at the Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds. Right now it's on track to become 
one of the biggest event centers in Indiana. If you drive down Teal Road, you'll notice two large steel 
structures on the fairgrounds. The larger of the two will become the new coliseum. The smaller 
structure is being built for additional rentable space. Both will include heating and cooling systems, Wi-
Fi, and technology necessary for large concerts. Features the former coliseum did not have. Providing 
better quality of life has been at the forefront for county leaders.

2-17 Ran 10 P.M. News (:33) 

Once its finished in the spring of 2022 it will be named Marc and Sharon Hagle Hall. The 20-million 
dollar, 37,500 square foot building is replacing the current 80-year-old home of Purdue Bands and 
Orchestras in Elliott Hall of Music. The new facility will be on the corner of Third and Russell Streets. The 
Director of Bands says this project will support the rapid growth within the department.

2-18 Ran 6 P.M. News (:36) 

Multiple road construction projects are scheduled to begin over the next few weeks across Greater 
Lafayette. Crews will be resurfacing Old U.S. 231 from U.S. 52 to just south of Veterans Memorial 
Parkway. 36th Street will get a major overhaul between Union and South Streets. The road will be going 
from concrete to pavement. North 19th Street will be resurfaced from Hanna Street to Greenbush 
Street. And Underwood from 15th Street to Erie Street will also be resurfaced. The projects are expected 
to begin in March and last through fall. Flaggers will be present to direct traffic during each project.

2-19 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30)

Logansport is getting ready for another round of construction near the downtown area. Work will 
happen on Market Street between Heath Street and Front Street. This project will replace sidewalks, 
curbs, drives, and pavements. It also adds in new storm sewers. Phase one will start on March 2nd.
Traffic will be altered while crews work in the area. It will be down to one way, westbound traffic during 
phase one. With eastbound traffic detoured. Phase one will end around mid-june, which is when phase 
two will begin.



2-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

A new autism center in Lafayette is bringing more options to families in need.  It now joins five other 
autism therapy centers in Greater Lafayette. Piece by Piece leaders are working to fill the gaps where 
other centers are lacking. One major issue they're combating is the waiting list. Many families have been 
struggling with waiting months or even years for services for their children. The new facility also offers 
therapy for all behaviors with no age limit on who they serve.

2-24 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:11)

The City of Frankfort has announced its new Parks Department Superintendent. Bart Kraning recently 
moved to Frankfort from Logansport. Two large projects Kraning will face as he takes on this new role 
include the opening of Prairie Creek Park in downtown Frankfort. And the new T.P.A. Park Aquatic 
Center. The grand opening of Prairie Creek Park is scheduled for May 16. Construction on the aquatic 
center is anticipated to start in April. Kraning says he's looking forward to seeing growth and 
revitalization in his new city. His first day will be Monday March 2nd.

2-25 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33) 

Drivers will soon be able to read street signs with more ease in West Lafayette. The Streets Department 
is expanding the size of all 943 signs in the city. This is to meet Indiana road-sign requirements. The 
street letter size will become two-inches bigger. They will also be more reflective. The city is saving 
money through making the signs in-house. Last year, the city invested in 40-thousand dollars’ worth of 
sign-printi
ng equipment. Street Commissioner Ben Anderson says it has been very beneficial especially operating 
in a college town.

2-26 Ran Noon News (:35) 

With snow continuing to fall across the viewing area.. road conditions are something we are keeping an 
eye. News 18 Meredith Hackler Joins us live from Sagamore Parkway with a look at the conditons. 
Meredith?

2-27 Ran Noon News (:23) 

Chauncey Avenue will be closed between Columbia and North Streets until March 6. Salisbury Street will 
have also have lane restrictions on the southbound lanes between North and Columbia
Streets until March 6. These closures are in place for utility installations.

2-27 Ran Noon News (:33) 

Authorities say the NCAA Tournament and Saint Patrick's Day are the two heaviest drinking events of 
the year. State police will conduct overtime patrols and sobriety checkpoints throughout March. 
According to the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute, there were 433 alcohol-related crashes in March of 
2019. Those crashes resulted in 205 injuries and five fatalities.



2-27 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30)

The NBA All-Star game is contributing to a scholarship in honor of Abigal Williams and Liberty 
German. The "L-and-A Park Foundation" is one of 21 recipients of All-Star Legacy Grants. The 
Foundation is building a memorial park in Delphi in memory of the girls who were killed three years 
ago. The park will include a walking trail and seven fitness training stations. The NBA All-Star 2021 
Host Committee's Legacy Grant provides grants of up 50-thousand dollars to non-profit initiatives 
across the state focusing on youth.

2-27 Ran 11 P.M. News (:35) 

The Columbian Park Zoo is getting closer to opening the brand new penguin exhibit. Cemrock 
Landscapes is making great progress on the actual exhibit where the penguins will be able to swim and 
show off for guests. The crew is putting finishing touches on the rocky landscapes and pools. While there 
isn't a set opening date for the exhibit, Zoo Director Neil Dale says zoo-goers need to be patient.

2-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

The Logansport and Cass County Airport received a three-hundred thousand dollar grant from the 
Indiana Department of Transportation. The purpose of the grant is to help the airport move forward in 
current and upcoming projects like a new terminal building. Airport Manager Jill Van Horn says the 
airport applied for the grant through the Federal Aviation Administration in 2018. They were approved 
in 2019, a quick turnaround they weren't expecting. Van Horn says business coming into the airport will 
ultimately benefit the community's economy.

3-1 Ran 6 P.M. News (:38) 

The Newman Road Underpass Project is getting underway. State Road 26 to Benson Drive will be closed 
starting tomorrow until November. This is when the project is set for completion. The closure will 
directly affect the Purdue Technology Aerospace Center. There will be detour routes for residents in the 
area. The city of West Lafayette is working to widen the space underneath the rail-road bridge. Right 
now, it's only one lane and it's not tall enough for semi-trucks to travel through. It has been an issue as 
the city is working to build up the area behind the bridge.  

3-1 Ran 10 P.M. News (:27)

The Comprehensive West Lafayette downtown plan is now in action. It was adopted at tonight's West 
Lafayette city council meeting.  City planners first started drawing up the idea in 2016. The plan would 
redevelop 262 acres from the Wabash Riverfront to Purdue's campus. This includes areas such as 
Chauncey Village, Wabash Landing, Levee Plaza and the Wabash Riverfront. Erik Carlson says this plan is 
merely a guideline for the decades long project.



3-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

Indiana state police are directing traffic on I-65 following multiple crashes with injuries. Police say the 
crash involved at least two semis, one of which rolled over. The crash happened on the interstate near 
the 199 mile-marker in White County. All northbound lanes have been closed. Authorities say the 
closure is expected to last anywhere from six to eight hours. Sergeant Glen Fifield posted a tweet saying 
drivers should seek alternative routes. We will continue to update this story as we learn more.
3-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27) 

West Lafayette is getting new sidewalks for student walkers. Ravinia Road, Elm Street and Riley Lane are 
the areas they're focusing on. Right now, parts of those streets have no sidewalks. The project is an 
initiative to improve safety and convenience for pedestrians. Many intermediate and high school 
students have to go out of the way to get to Salisbury. This project has been in the works since the 
construction of West Lafayette Intermediate School.

3-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

Electric scooters will soon return to the streets of Lafayette. City Council passed a new ordinance 
regulating personal electric or motor powered vehicles Monday. As we previously reported, the city 
started a pilot program in 2018. Since then, companies like Spin and Bird scooters have operated within 
the city. The new ordinance creates specific requirements scooter companies must follow. According to 
Bike and Pedestrian Coordinator Margy Deverall, companies are currently allowed 50 scooters in 
downtown. But she says that could change if the scooter's popularity continues.

3-9 Ran 6 P.M. News (2:20)

A new wastewater district in northeastern Tippecanoe County is one step closer to becoming reality.  
The project will solve a sewage problem several smaller communities are facing. As News 18's Balint 
Szalavari reports, County Commissioners are working to determine the project's exact cost.

3-10 Ran Morning News (:28)

The Tippecanoe County Clerk and her team are weighing the options of new voting equipment. The 
community was invited to test out several voting machines approved by the state Monday evening. 
Various vendors were stationed around the County Building helping the public figure out how to use the 
machines. One of the big issues with the current voting machines is a paper trail. Many community 
members say its needed, and they want their vote to be counted accurately.

3-12 Ran Noon News (:39) 

The city of Lafayette is taking another step to keep people safe during the state's coronavirus outbreak. 
Starting Monday, no in-person utility payments will be accepted at City Hall until further notice.  All 
utility customers are asked to use an alternative payment option. You can pay water, sewer, and 
stormwater bills online at lafayettepay-dot-com or by calling 833-252-1659. You can also mail a check to 
their office or send an A-C-H bank draft from your bank. Customers can also leave payments in the drop 
box in the alley west of city hall. Exact change is not required for that. Any overage will be credited to 
your account.



3-14 Ran 11 P.M. News (:51) 

More than a dozen Lafayette residents evacuated their home this afternoon. This comes after an electric 
company accidentally broke a gas line pipe. The incident all began after a driver ran their car into this 
telephone pole earlier this afternoon. Duke Energy electricians came out to replace the pole at around 
2:15. According to Lafayette Assistant Fire Chief Mike (HIGH-yet) Hieatt, the company that maps out 
where electricians can dig mis-marked the gas line. This led them to drilling two to four inches deep -- 
breaking a gas main line. A City Bus picked up nearly 20 residents and took them to the bus station. This 
is so they could stay warm while Duke Energy worked to repair the damage. Duke Energy worked in the 
neighborhood for several hours after the incident to make sure everything has been repaired. And 
residents are now back in the comfort of their home.

3-16 Ran Noon News (:24) 

A Traffic Alert for Interstate 65 drivers. Indiana State Police have closed all northbound lanes of the 
interstate near Remington. I-S-P is investigating what caused a semi-trailer to crash near the 202 Mile 
Marker. You can see a photo from the crash on your screen now. It happened this morning. State police 
are at the U.S. 24 exit. No injuries are reported. We will give you more information as this story 
develops.
3-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:28)

As we previously reported several people who live in the Brookston area had power outages in the 
summer when people were running their air conditioning. The town board recently took out a bond to 
invest close to a million dollars towards their power grid and infrastructure updates. Town board 
president Joe Butz says the new substation and upgrades will make power services better in the 
community.

3-20 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32) 

CityBus is starting to cancel most of its shuttle services starting on Monday. The company will close its 
center lobby and is shifting its customer service hours. On Monday, March 23rd most campus loops and 
apartment shuttles services are suspended. The following week on Monday March 30th, All city routes 
will operate Saturday schedules. Riders should refer to the route schedules on the MyCityBus app for 
the most up-to-date timetables. Canceled trips will be crossed out in red.

3-31 Ran Noon News (:28)

The City of Lafayette is halting construction on Loeb Stadium - to keep workers and the community at-
large safe and healthy. The suspension of construction will be effective Friday, April 3rd. It will continue 
until further notice. The closure comes just days after Governor Eric Holcomb's state-wide stay at home 
order. Lafayette leaders broke ground on the new Loeb Stadium back in August. Construction was 
expected to be finished by the end of 2020.



3-31 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:23) 

As students in Tippecanoe County start e-Learning this week, unreliable internet service is a rising 
concern. One Clarks Hill resident says the town has struggled with inconsistent service since internet 
provider Watch Communications came to town. News 18's Micah Upshaw tells us how they're coping.


