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Agriculture, Business and Healthcare

After nearly a year of COVID-19 raging in Indiana WLFI keeps in touch with how the area’s largest 
employer, Purdue, is keeping their staff and students safe before the winter holidays. Lafayette and West 
Lafayette city halls are beginning to slowly re-open even in the midst of spiking COVID numbers. Even 
though business has been tough during the COVID pandemic some new businesses are popping up 
around the area.  



10-1 Ran Morning News (:25) 

The Tippecanoe County Health Department, and the County's Board of Health, have announced a large 
change to local bar and restaurant rules. Restaurants, bars and nightclubs will be able to remain open 
until one in the morning. Capacity rates are not changing. Indoor bars will continue to be limited to 50 
percent, while indoor restaurants will remain at 75 percent. The new rule is set to go into effect 
tomorrow.

10-1 Ran Morning News (:60)

Purdue's football season is now less than a month away from kick-off. But the university has made 
changes to the game day experience because of COVID-19. Tailgating will not be allowed. According 
Purdue President Mitch Daniels, tailgating lots will be blocked off. Only limited access to the lots will be 
permitted to the families of players and coaches to enter the stadium. New regulations to game 
attendance are also in place. Over the summer, Purdue was in talks with the Tippecanoe County Health 
Department about attendance. The university hoped to allow 15 thousand people, which is about 25 
percent of Ross-Ade's capacity, at each game. But Daniels says the Big Ten has limited attendance further.

10-1 Ran Morning News (:45)

It's time to get your flu vaccination especially if you're over the age of 65. That's according to a Purdue 
University expert. People at, or over, that age qualify for a flu shot with a higher dosage of antigens. It's 
four times as strong as the typical dose. But there may be less of those in supply than the regular flu shot 
in certain areas. Libby Richards says it's important to act now. Especially if you're in that older age group. 
Get your flu shot as soon as you can while area clinics and outlets are still in supply.

10-1 Ran Noon News (:30)

Purdue University now sits at an overall COVID positivity rate of 2-point-98 percent. That's since testing 
started August first. The rate is down point-zero-3 percent from yesterday. 900 Boilermakers have tested 
positive so far. Those numbers include 863 students and 37 employees. More than 30-thousand students 
and staff have been tested since the start of August. That's in addition to the nearly 40-thousand students 
tested before this school year started.

10-1 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45) 

Bars and Restaurants in Tippecanoe County will now be able to stay open until 1 A.M. West Lafayette 
Mayor John Dennis wasn't initially in favor of the change. He is worried about being able to enforce the 
guidelines in a college community. Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski was in favor of opening bars and 
Restaurants for another hour. He felt that many local bars were hurting because people who don't work a 
9 to 5 frequent bars at a later time in the night. Mayor Dennis says making sure this later time frame 
works will be up to the bars and restaurants.

10-2 Ran Noon News (:31)

Lafayette City Hall is returning to normal operations. This includes regular business hours for the Utility 
Billing Office starting Monday, October 5th. The office will be open Monday through Friday, from 8 a-m to 
4:30 p-m daily. The city still encourages citizens to continue the use of electronic methods to conduct City 
business when possible. And, if you need to visit City Hall, there are certain guidelines in place regarding 
who may enter the building. To find a list of those guidelines, you can head on over to WLFI dot com.



10-2 Ran  10 P.M. News (:45) 

As we reported Thursday, infant mortality rates are down across the state. Tippecanoe County is no 
different. Three deaths have been reported so far in 2020. That's compared to seven last year. Chief 
Deputy Coroner Carrie Costello believes the county's safe sleep initiative is responsible. It started after 
the county ranked third in the state for infant deaths in 2014. She says most of those were due to co-
sleeping.

10-2 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35)

Rural businesses in Tippecanoe County will soon be able to apply for a new grant program. As we 
previously reported, the 250-thousand-dollar grant is designed to help businesses struggling during the 
pandemic. It's specifically for locations outside of city limits. Each business is eligible for up to 10-
thousand dollars. Most employees must be low, to moderate, income to qualify. A committee will accept 
and review applications. Commissioner Tom Murtaugh says it may be what a business needs to stay open.

10-3 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

One Lafayette boutique is finding success in the midst of the ongoing pandemic. Willow and Grace 
owners decided to take a chance and launch their store this spring. News 18's Micah Upshaw tells us how 
they're making it work in this new normal.

10-4 Ran 11 P.M. News (:40)

Benton County leaders are getting ready to celebrate a grand-opening. The community is welcoming a 
brand new Community Center and Town Hall. It's located in Otterbein on South Main Street near the 
railroad tracks. The Open House and Ribbon cutting ceremony will be tomorrow from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
This project is possible thanks to the Indiana State Office of Community and Rural Affairs. It gave the town 
a 500-thousand dollar grant. 10-thousand donations each came from the Tippecanoe County 
Commissioners, the Benton County Commissioners and the Benton Community Foundation. The building 
will operate as a facility to help serve Otterbein citizens.

10-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

Tippecanoe County was awarded the grant through the state department of health. It will be used for IT 
needs. That includes equipment for vaccine and other mass emergency preparedness clinics. It will also 
be used to upgrade the covid hotline phone system. That is currently housed at the county building in 
downtown Lafayette.

10-6 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:28) 

Experts say the best way women can prevent breast cancer from becoming deadly is through getting a 
mammogram. And results are even better when it's done every year. IU Health Arnett Doctor Josh 
Nepute says it's helped many women locally.



10-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:60)

Dr. Jim Bein from IU Health explained some of the major differences between the flu and coronavirus this 
afternoon. He says while they are both viruses, they come from a completely different germ. He says the 
biggest difference is that we have a vaccine for the flu. Tippecanoe County Health Officer Dr. Jeremy 
Adler says another difference is that the flu is seasonal. Whereas COVID-19 has continued to spread 
throughout the spring summer and now the fall months. Dr. Bien and Dr. Adler say one of the biggest 
differences is the mortality rate.

10-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33)

Starting Monday October 12th, the Center will allow in-person visits for sick patients. The center will 
continue to practice guidelines put forward by the Protect Purdue Pledge. Patients are encouraged to get 
there at least 10 minutes ahead of a scheduled appointment. Masks are required at all times while inside 
the building. The University is also reminding employees to receive their annual physicals. For more 
information you can visit our website, WLFI DOT COM.

10-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

Purdue University Global is hosting a series of events in an effort to highlight Cybersecurity month. The 
virtual series is designed to give technology students and others an inside look at Cybersecurity from 
professionals in the field. Purdue Global is scheduled to have two more virtual meetings in October on the 
13th and the 27th. Tina Burton is the Associate Dean of Purdue Global's school of business and 
information technology. She says this is a great opportunity for anyone looking to learn from 
professionals in the field.

10-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:60)

GE announced today it will begin producing Passport engines. Those will be alongside the popular LEAP 
engines already in production. The main difference between the two is high volume versus high 
performance. LEAP engines are in high demand for aircraft like the Airbus A320 and Boeing 737 Max. The 
Passport engine is a high-power engine built for long distances and reliability. It will power a business jet 
called the Bombardier Global 7500 Series. Plant Leader Renato Vidal says two to three Passport engines 
will be assembled per week. Compared to 10 to 11 LEAP engines.

10-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:28) 

The pandemic is creating a new problem when it comes to cancer screenings. Local hospital officials are 
urging people to *not skip preventative exams due to fear of getting COVID-19. I spoke with two local 
doctors about the risks of not keeping your appointment. They share how both Franciscan and IU Health 
are taking every step possible to keep patients safe during these important procedures.

10-9 Ran Noon News (:44)

The Lafayette Police Department is hosting its quarterly "Drug Take Back Day". All forms of prescription 
medication are accepted also including syringes. This is scheduled to be on Saturday, October 24th from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Once things wrap up, these drugs will properly be disposed by the police department. 
Sergeant, Ian O'Shields, recommends these items be dropped off in a storage container.



10-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

Typically Tippecanoe county see's around 40 new cases everyday. Health Administrator Khala Hochstedler 
says they have not identified any cluster and this latest jump isn't due to Purdue Unversity either. She 
says these 70 cases include people of all ages and races. Statewide several counties in Indiana are seeing 
a spike a in cases as well. While today doesn't qualify Tippecanoe County as one of counties that is 
considered to be spiking. Hochstedler says Tippecanoe’s community spread is increasing. 

10-10 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

IU Health Arnett in West Lafayette is welcoming a new MRI machine. This is going to help combat the 
issue of patients having to wait to get screened. News 18's Micah Upshaw shows us how it'll benefit both 
patients and doctors across counties.

10-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

The last time I was here at the Fountain Warren County health department was in March, when much of 
the coronavirus impact on these rural counties was a mystery. Numbers stayed steady for several months 
but as restrictions begin to ease statewide, cases here have started to rise. Dr. Sean Sharma says they 
have had 70 cases in just the past week, which is a significant number, given the population of the 
counties. In today's most recent numbers from the Indiana State Department of Health, 4 out of 17 new 
tests in Warren County came back positive. And 16 out of 54 new tests came back positive in Fountain 
County. Those numbers may seem low compared to other counties. But these numbers are causing the 
percent positivtiy rates to spike. Warren County is at 19.1 percent and Fountain is a staggering 27.8 
percent. Dr. Sharma says testing underestimates the true prevalence of a disease in the community.

10-12 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:40)

A tiny, almost invisible bug is has been taking a big bite on people in Tippecanoe County. It's called an 
"Insidious Flower Bug." If you've been outside lately, you may have felt its pinch. News 18's Micah 
Upshaw tells us what it is and how you can avoid it.

10-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

Mammography Supervisor (Hay-lee) Haley Delks gave us a walk through. She says the entire process only 
takes about 15 minutes. She breaks it down into four easy steps. First you get called back to the room for 
the mammogram. Then you change clothes. The machine will take four photos, capturing in-depth 
images of the breast tissue. Then you're done.

10-14 Ran 11 P.M. News (:45)

Fire crews across the viewing area were battling field fires the broke out and caused damaged to several 
acers of Farm land. There were fires both in Boone County and Montgomery County.This video is from 
the fire in Boone County just outside of Pike Indiana. Crews were called to the area just after 6 O'clock.  
Initially they were responding to a farm combine on fire. On their way there they were informed the corn 
field was in Flames. 8 fire departments responded to the blaze in total. Mike Martin the fire chief of 
Thorntown Sugar Creek Township says that the wind made it hard to get the fire out and a man who lives 
behind the cornfield that was on fire says he's lucky his house didn't catch fire.



10-15 Ran Noon News (:53) 

Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb has tested negative for COVID-19. As we reported Wednesday, Dr. 
Kristina Box announced over the phone that she, and a few family members, tested positive for COVID-
19. She made the announcement during the weekly state health department press conference.

10-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

Instead of just having a one day Initiative to Shop Small Greater Lafayette commerce in partnership with 
the Main Street Committee is dedicating 10 weeks to a shop small scavenger hunt. The scavenger hunt 
feature local businesses and invites community to their storefronts by having them complete a scavenger 
hunt mission. All people have to do to participate is download the Goose Chase app put in the code 
Greater Lafayette Shop Small and then people can start completing missions and earn prizes. Rebecca 
Jones the Quality of Life Coordinator at Greater Lafayette Commerce says they the game will be following 
COVID-19 guidelines.

10-15 Ran 10 P.M. News (:42)

Even though the governor has decided to keep the state of Indiana in Stage 5 of re-opening. The state 
department of health plans to assist counties that are seeing a large spike of COVID-19 cases. According 
to the Indiana state department of health’s color-coded map 24 counties are blue. Which means there is 
minimal community spread. 21 counties are orange which indicates medium to high community spread.  
And 1 county Fountain is red which means very high community spread. If a county is red, the state 
department of health may put restrictions on how a county operates. ISDH Chief Medical Officer Dr. 
Lindsay Weaver says starting Monday counties in red and orange will receive rapid testing cards as well.  

10-16 Ran Noon News (:25) 

Between March and October of 2019 there were 169 overdose runs. So far in 2020 TEAS has made 222 
overdose runs. That's a 31 percent increase. TEAS Director John Zartman says he can't blame the increase 
entirely on the pandemic. But it could be one of the factors.

10-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

In Tippecanoe county we saw 67 new positive COVID-19 cases reported. And according to the dashboard 
there are currently 56 people in local hospitals who have COVID-19. That's down from yesterday but this 
week has seen the most hospitalizations since July. In Cass county there are 25 new positive cases. 
According to the dashboard, those cases are attributed to congregate living settings. They also had one 
new death bringing their total to 17.

10-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

U.S. unemployment claims last week rose again to nearly 900-thousand. That's a huge number being felt 
right here in Lafayette. More than 76-thousand people are food insecure in Food Finders' 16-county 
service area. That includes 22-thousand children. Kier Crites with Food Finders says the area could see a 
five-percent rise in food insecurity rates due to the pandemic.



10-19 Ran Morning News (:24) 

Indiana's rental assistance portal is providing more relief for Hoosiers. Eligible renters can apply for a 
program to get up to six months in rental assistance. The program aims to help cover previous and 
ongoing monthly bills. The Indiana Housing and Community Development Authority has dedicated 15 
million dollars to help Hoosiers at risk of becoming homeless.

10-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

State prisons right now are hot spots for COVID-19 outbreaks. More than 75-hundred prison staff and 
inmates have so far tested positive for the virus. Ex-convicts who are exposed to the virus upon release 
must immediately quarantine. Randy Vonderheide is the attorney representing the Tippecanoe County 
Health Department. He says a judge ordered the three uncompliant individuals to stay home. Or face up 
to two weeks in the county jail's isolation cells.

10-20 Ran Noon News (:35) 

According to the department, 37 residents and employees of Signature Healthcare at Parkwood have 
COVID-19. Four residents have died. A State Department of Health strike team has been notified and are 
working to stop the spread. As the weather becomes colder, the county is anticipating large numbers of 
the flu and COVID-19. The health department urges Hoosiers to get a flu shot and continue practicing 
preventative measures.

10-20 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

The letter from the leaders of Big Ten urges to conference to take caution during the upcoming football 
season. The letter requests the Big Ten to potentially cancel games if positivity rates are too high. It also 
discourages evening games. Which it says are associated with increased community activity. Dennis says 
West Lafayette is a smaller community and faces fewer challenges with the spread of COVID-19.

10-21 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32)

West Lafayette is working with Purdue to keep an eye on crowds as the Boilermakers host the Iowa 
Hawkeyes for this weekend's home football game. During today's COVID-19 update from the County 
Health Department, Health Officer Jeremy Adler said the local hospitalization and positivity rates "remain 
high." There are currently more than 14-hundred active COVID cases in the county. Doctor Esteban 
Ramirez, of "Protect Purdue" says the university has contacted students all week ahead of the game 
about ways to safely celebrate the game.

10-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

The state has also seen an increase in the number of COVID patients in need of ICU beds and ventilators. 
About 19 percent of ICU beds are currently occupied by COVID patients. Along with that Indiana now has 
a positivity of 6.9 percent which is three percent higher then a month ago. Also only 8 counties in the 
state are blue on the color coded map which means spread rate is low. Governor Eric Holcomb says we 
can still keep the state at stage 5 of re-opening because now Indiana is prepared for a surge.



10-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (2:03)

For many of us, fall season is a time to sit-back and enjoy the season changing. But for one family in 
Howard County, fall is the busiest time of year on their farm. News 18's Marlee Thomas is sharing the 
inspiring story of my distant relatives who are continuing a family tradition... no matter the 
circumstances.

10-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

The changes include all designated football parking lots are closed. The only ones that will remain open 
are the paid lots directly near the stadium. The University's Student Life leaders have created a number of 
Watch Party locations. The spaces are designed to meet CDC guidelines. And give people a chance to 
gather safely. Purdue Police Chief John Cox says police will be monitoring campus activity as normal. 
However they will act against any activities breaking the Protect.

10-27 Ran Morning News (:45)

Locals are hoping that a change in elected officials will help verify the validity of negotiations between the 
county and WSP. As News 18 previously reported people living in Cass County have accused county 
leaders of secretly negotiating with a zinc factory coming to the area. Several lawsuits have been filed 
involving the county and WSP. Another concern people have is safety. They are heavily concerned about 
the type of pollution and danger it could put families in. Right now construction on the factory is 4 miles 
away from a community. Cass County Citizens Coalition member Bryon Stephens says people are all for 
economic development but not at the cost of the health of the citizens.

10-27 Ran Morning News (:45) 
This upcoming weekend, is your last chance to check it out. The event starts at 6 on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday nights. The undead start the night off by coming out of their graves and putting on a fun dance 
numbers. Then, until the park closes, they travel the beach looking for guests to spook. Frankenstein's 
castle and a special haunted house in the Zombie Zone also opens up. These attractions are included in 
your ticket. Concessionaire Jennifer Ousley also says guests can enjoy special Halloween treats.

10-28 Ran Morning News (:45)

Eli Lilly says it's still confident in a possible COVID-19 treatment drug, but research shows it may *not 
work on hospitalized patients. The drugmaker said researchers are still studying the drug in mild to 
moderately ill patients. The pharmeceutical company says it hopes the drug can prevent hospitalization 
and severe illness. The treatment is also being looked at as a possible way to protect people at long-term 
care facilities. Lilly said it will probably spend about 400 million dollars this year on COVID-19 research 
and development.

10-28 Ran Morning News (:26) 

As News 18 previously reported Lake Freeman levels are down more than 10 feet. In Court SFLECC argued 
that U.S. Fish and Wildlife's mandate was erroneously passed by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission. The mandate requires NIPSCO to keep water flowing toward the Oakdale Dam to preserve 
what the organization says are endangered mussels. John Kopplemann with SFLECC says it's a problem 
that is fixable with co-operation from U.S. Fish and Widlife.



10-29 Ran Noon News (:27) 

It was issued due to the increase in new COVID-19 cases. The order takes effect November 4th. Health 
Administrator, Khala Hochstedler, says a majority of the cases since August have been linked to Purdue. 
Now she says cases have shifted to a middle aged demographic. There's also been an increase in elderly 
cases.     

10-29 Ran Noon News (:36) 

On Monday, 399 of the 13-hundred National Guard men and women will be deployed to the 133 long-
term care facilities that have been hit the hardest. By mid-November, the National Guard will increase it's 
support to all 534 long-term care facilities in the state. All service members will receive a COVID-19 test 
before they start assisting at long-term care facilities. They will also be regularly monitored for the 
remainder of their service. Soldiers will assist nursing homes with multiple COVID-19 measures.

10-30 Ran 5 P.M. News (2:05)

Our top story at six -- Police say a runaway pig caused a double fatal car crash in Cass County at about 
seven-thirty last night. News 18's Joe Paul visited the scene of the crash today. He has more details on 
where police and a nearby homeowner suspect the pig came from.

11-1 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:35) 

Unity Surgical Center in Lafayette was recently ranked number one in the State of Indiana for being the 
best Ambulatory Center. News 18's Marvin Bills spoke with healthcare workers at the center about what 
this means and why it's important. 

11-2 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

Local health departments are partnering on a COVID-19 testing drive thru. The clinic will be at the White 
Horse Christian Center on Cumberland Avenue. It'll last from 9am to 6pm, opening on November 3rd and 
closing on the 7th. This testing is available to the public regardless of symptoms.

11-3 Ran Noon News (:40)

The city of Lafayette announced the Fresh Air Eats Promotion will continue. As News 18 previously 
reported, this allows Main Street Restaurants to expand their seating into the street. Due to COVID-19, 
restaurants were dealing with long wait times and limited seating capacity. This extension comes as 
comfortable weather is anticipated. It will run on Friday night from 4 to 10 p.m. Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
10 p.m. and also on Sunday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

11-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

Counties listed as red are identified as having 200 or more cases per 100-thousand residents. And a 7 day 
positivity rate of 15 percent or greater. Today Fountain county reported having 4 new cases with a total 
of 428. Indiana State Health Commissioner Dr. Christina Box says they have been working with Fountain 
County to try and get COVID under control is that area. She says one major problem is that people who 
live there aren't taking COVID-19 as seriously as they need to be.



11-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

Superior Five and Circuit Court operations are being conducted remotely because of positive test results. 
A Superior Five staff member tested positive for COVID-19. And Circuit Judge Sean Persin is in quarantine 
after a family member tested positive for it. People looking for information about their cases should go to 
our website and click on the link in this story.

11-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

Currently Tippecanoe County has a 7-point-2 percent positivity rate. This is on par with the national rate, 
but lower than the statewide rate. However it is still well above the WHO recommendation that 
communities stay at or below 5-percent. Dr. Jeremy Adler says we are still seeing most of our cases in the 
20-29 age range. But he says they are watching an increase in cases in people 50 and over who aren't in 
long-term care facilities. He is urging people not to get fed up with slowing the spread of coronavirus.

11-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

There are currently three different versions of the vaccine in trials. The county doesn't know which 
version they'll receive. So it is creating a distribution plan for each one. The Indiana State Department of 
Health will distribute the vaccine across the state. Administrator Khala Hochstedler says it's a step 
forward - but people should stay vigilant.

11-5 Ran Noon News (:30)

The National Guard this week has also been deployed to Creasy Springs, Rosewalk Village and Signature 
Healthcare. All of these places have been the site of outbreaks according to Indiana's COVID-19 
dashboard. University Place Executive Director Dave Kinder says the facility has reported 14 cases among 
residents and 11 among staff. Tippecanoe County Health Officer Dr. Jeremy Adler says these facilities are 
particularly vulnerable. That's because residents are high risk and living in a single location.

11-5 Ran 11 P.M. News (:26) 

Ventec Life Systems will stop producing medical breathing machines in Kokomo by the end of the month. 
C-E-O Chris Kiple says the company is winding down production in Indiana because of weakening demand 
for its ventilators in the fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. As News 18 previously reported, Ventec 
teamed up with General Motors in April to make 30-thousand ventilators for hospitals.

11-6 Ran Noon News (:30)

Tippecanoe County Health Department Administrator, Khala Hochstedler, says contact tracing is the 
department's best strategy during the pandemic. She says they are asking for more funding from the 
county. It would come from money set aside through the CARES ACT fund. Hochstedler says it's is an 
important move that will help keep the public safe and the department prepared.



11-6 Ran Noon News (:27)

The health department is also working with Tippecanoe County Emergency Management to install 
electronic boards around the county. TEMA already has two. The agency has ordered three more. Khala 
Hochstedler says they will remind people to mask up. They will display important vaccine clinic 
information once a vaccine is available. Hochstedler says these signs will play a huge role once a vaccine is 
released. She says these will be bigger than 2009's H1-N1 clinics.

11-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:30)

This BP gas station here at the corner of Teal Road and 22nd Street is where it all went down. According 
to  the manager the incident started with miscommunication and ended with the employee being fired.  
Customer Susan Dyer tells us she came to this BP gas station around noon on Thursday. She says that's 
when she encountered the cashier with his mask hanging off his left ear. She says she was adjusting her 
mast at the register when the cashier said "don't worry about, I'm positive." She says he began joking 
about being Covid positive. The manager, however, says there was miscommunication and the cashier 
was saying he was positive about the purchase.

11-6 Ran 10 P.M. News (:36) 

Indiana University Health is hosting a state-wide hiring event. This comes as several hospitals across the 
state are feeling the pressure of COVID-19. Many hospitals are asking health care workers from the 
healthcare reserve work force to assist them with care needs. The hiring event runs from November 9th 
through the 11, with interview opportunities available from 8 am to 4 pm each day. All interviews are 
virtual, and positions are available at IU Health hospitals and facilities across the state. IU Health has 
openings for a range of positions, with a special focus on registered nurses and medical assistants.

11-8 Ran 11 P.M. News (:35)

All in-patients were moved into the new facility today. And all emergency services are now operating out 
of the new hospital. Starting tomorrow, the rest of hospital services will move over. And the old hospital 
will close its doors for good. Construction work has been steady on the project since the ground breaking 
in May of 2019. Kelly Braverman is the President for IU Health Frankfort. She says their patients and 
employees all say keeping health care local is a priority for them.

11-8 Ran 11 P.M. News (:32)

Fountain and Warren County health leaders are urging residents to take part in a voluntary Call to Action 
starting tomorrow. The Health Department is asking people to commit to three weeks of pandemic 
precautions. This comes after Fountain county moved to a red zone this past week. And was called out by 
Indiana State Health Commissioner Dr. Christina Box for residents not taking the pandemic seriously. 
Local Health Officer Dr. Sean Sharma says he suspects this could be fall out from Fountain being red a 
couple of weeks ago.



11-9 Ran Morning News (:32)

Fountain and Warren County health leaders are urging residents to take part in a voluntary Call to Action 
starting tomorrow. The Health Department is asking people to commit to three weeks of pandemic 
precautions. This comes after Fountain county moved to a red zone this past week. And was called out by 
Indiana State Health Commissioner Dr. Christina Box for residents not taking the pandemic seriously. 
Local Health Officer Dr. Sean Sharma says he suspects this could be fall out from Fountain being red a 
couple of weeks ago.

11-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33)

The campaign includes a new logo, website and marketing video. It's aimed at attracting new businesses 
and young talent to the area. Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette President Jo Wilson Wade says the visitors 
center is sticking with their current name and logo. She says the center's research shows visitors search 
for individual cities rather than the Greater Lafayette area.

11-10 Ran Morning News (:58)

County offices will be closed tomorrow, November 11th, for Veterans Day. So, you'll want to make sure 
you get those in by the end of the day. Payments can be made in-person at the County Treasurer's office 
in Downtown Lafayette until 4-30 p.m. Or, you can make your payment online - we have that link on our 
website, that's wlfi-dot-com.

11-10 Ran Morning News (:36)

The mandate from U.S. Fish and Wildlife is back by the Endangered Species Act. However many people 
living on Lake Freeman have expressed their dismay over the amount of water that was leaving Lake 
Freeman toward the Oakdale Dam, especially when the area has had an abnormally dry season. Lake 
Freeman is now down 12 feet. Well now people living alongside Lake Shafer have something to be 
worried about. As NIPSCO stated in its release, in order for it comply with the mandate, keeping the 
required flow it'll utilize the Norway Dam to draw on Lake Shafer. Homeowner Mike Triplett says this has 
gotten out of control.

11-10 Ran 10 P.M. News (:25)

The Carroll County Courthouse is now closed and will stay that way until the end of the month. That's 
according to a Facebook post sent out by the County Clerk's Office. News 18 reached out to county 
officials on the reasoning behind the closure. Joyce Yoder with the Carroll County Health Department told 
us that it's closed because of COVID-19 exposures. The courthouse is set to re-open on November 30th at 
8 in the morning.

11-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:58)

The new steps that are being imposed by the governor will limit crowd sizes in counties at higher-risk 
levels of coronavirus spread. As of today these restrictions would cover 87 of the states 92 counties. The 
new executive order will limit crowd sizes to 25 people in the high-risk red counties and 50 people in the 
next-riskiest orange counties. Along with that All customers in restaurants.. bars and night clubs must be 
spaced 6 feet apart. And Signage stating face coverings must be worn are required at public and 
employees entrances. Holcomb says he made this decision due to the sharp increase in hospitalizations 
and number of cases across the state.



11-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:33)

Public Health Officer Jeremy Adler says there have been one-thousand-26 new coronavirus infections in 
the past seven days. He says the numbers are increasing "at an alarming rate," and are putting a strain on 
local healthcare systems. Dr. James Bein, of I-U Health Arnett, and Doctor Daniel Wickert, from Franciscan 
Health, note that hospitalizations follow increased caseloads...and they're concerned that cold weather 
and holiday gatherings could make things worse.

11-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35)

Purdue University was critically non-compliant in the injury of one dog and the death of another. That's 
according to an inspection report filed by the United States Department of Agriculture. The inspection 
happened at Purdue on September 28th. The report states one dog was burned because of the 
unapproved use of a heating device during surgery. Another dog overdosed because of an unapproved 
dosing chart for an anticoagulant medication. Michael Budkie is co-founder of the advocacy group Stop 
Animal Exploitation Now. He's calling for a full prosecution from the USDA.

11-13 Ran Noon News (:45)

This all stems from the first Breakfast Club earlier this fall. Dennis says most participants were not social 
distancing and wearing masks. To avoid a potential super spreader event, Dennis worked with the health 
department to make the call. Dennis sent this letter to business owners who may be affected by the 
decision. The letter points out that students will be returning home for the holidays. It goes on to say, 
"With that in mind, we will be prohibiting events like breakfast club, which can exacerbate the spread of 
COVID." Dennis says it wasn't an easy decision, but it's what's best.

11-13 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:14)

Counties in Blue have a low community spread. Social gatherings in those counties are limited to 250 
people. Counties in Yellow have a moderate community spread. Those counties will have social gathering 
limitations of 100 people. Counties in Orange are approaching high levels of community spread. They will 
have a social gathering limitation of 50 people. These metrics will go into effect when a county turns 
orange, and remain that way until two weeks after it moves to Yellow or Blue.

11-13 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:42)

Today is the last day to make an order at Professor Joe's. The restaurant is open until nine tonight.
Co-owner Joe Wenig tells me the past few weeks have been tough on the popular pizza spot. Professor 
Joe's offered only takeout and delivery over the past few weeks. But Wenig says the business wasn't 
there to sustain operations. He's hopeful to reopen the restaurant or start up another venture once a 
vaccine is available. But for now he's putting the safety of his customers and staff first.

11-13 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:44)

Governor Eric Holcomb released his new COVID-19 restriction executive order today. This comes two 
days after he announced the change in direction for the state. News 18's Anna Darling turned to local 
doctors to see if they think the changes will be effective. As we told you on News 18 at five and six, social 
gatherings in blue counties will be limited to 250 people, and yellow counties will be limited to 100 
people. The changes go into effect on Sunday. Find a link to the executive order on our website wlfi.com



11-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45)

A business owner in Attica is hoping to help other shops stay afloat with a Holiday Market. On Friday and 
today, Brown's Accent store owners hosted the event. This comes at a time when Fountain County is in 
the red-zone for Covid-19 cases. The owners say they worked closely with the county health department 
to make it happen. More than a hundred vendors were spread out on the festival grounds. The in-door 
spaces had a capacity limit in order to meet the county guidelines. For organizer Ashley Brown, this event 
is pivotal despite the pandemic.

11-15 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:52)

The Community Cancer Network in Lafayette is going virtual for a fundraiser this year. C-C-N financially 
supports cancer patients living in and around Tippecanoe County. News 18's Micah Upshaw shares why 
this pandemic has heightened a need for funding.

11-16 Ran Morning News (:45)

Indiana set a new sports betting record last month, as play slowed at other casino games. Nearly a 
quarter-billion dollars was legally wagered on the outcome of professional and collegiate sporting events. 
The Indiana Gaming Commission released data recently. It showed gamblers placed sports bets totaling 
231 million dollars in October. Nearly 73-percent of October’s statewide sports wagering passed through 
Northwest Indiana casinos, or their affiliated mobile-sports wagering applications.

11-16 Ran Morning News (:25) 

Cary Home is the recipient of this month's "Blue Fox Non-Profit of the Month". Blue Fox Heating and 
Cooling is donating 1-thousand dollars to Cary home. Cary Home for Children helps youth in the 
community with everything from mentoring to teen parenting. Be sure to nominate your favorite non-
profit for next month's "Blue Fox Heating and Cooling Non-Profit of the Month.

11-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:52)

The Front runner? Indiana and more specifically Indianapolis. Earlier today the NCAA announced it was in 
talks with the state of Indiana and the City of Indianapolis to bring the 68-team tournament to indy. Now 
that doesn't mean just Banker's Life fieldhouse, it includes the entire metro area. That could mean 
emphasis on could because it's not official yet That cities like west Lafayette and Bloomington could play 
host to a slate of games.

11-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

Typically across the U.S. - There are 12 to 13-thousand blood transfusions needed a day. Patients 
hospitalized with coronavirus only add to these numbers. The Red-Cross tests blood donations for Covid-
19 antibodies. Hospitals across the nation are finding success with transfusing this blood in patients. For 
several, it has helped speed up recovery and save their life.

11-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

The hospital will enforce a zero-visitors policy, with some exceptions. One exception to the rule will be for 
patients going through labor and delivery. Exceptions also apply to patients who have certain disabilities 
or are minors. It also applies to patients receiving surgery or sedation.  In those scenarios, the patient can 
have one healthy person with them for support.



11-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

First, retail businesses will be limited to 75 percent capacity. Cultural, entertainment, and tourism venues 
will be limited to 50 percent capacity. Gyms, fitness centers, and senior day care centers will also be 
limited to 50 percent capacity. Restaurants will be limited to 50 percent indoor capacity, while bars will 
be limited to 25 percent. They can maintain 100 percent outdoor capacity as long as they practice social 
distancing of six feet. Tents must have two open doors. For more information on the new health order, 
head to W-L-F-I dot COM.

11-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:54) 

Greater Lafayette Commerce today hosted an economic forecast webinar for 2021 featuring two 
economists. Purdue labor economist Timothy Bond says the entertainment industry was hit hardest by 
the pandemic. That includes businesses like restaurants and music venues. Indiana's unemployment rates 
have rebounded since historic levels in June. That's good news for state and local economies next year. 
But the recovery is likely to be hampered by further shutdowns and restrictions on businesses. Bond says 
mass vaccination is the only sure path toward recovery.

11-18 Ran Noon News (:45)

Roswarski is right now resting at home. He had a high fever, a headache and body aches on Monday. He 
took a rapid test yesterday that came back positive. He now must quarantine for 14 days. As well as his 
administrative assistant and several of his family members. I'm told no area leaders have recently been in 
close contact with Roswarski. Including county commissioners and the West Lafayette mayor.

11-18 Ran Noon News (:33)

The new cutouts are coming as an addition to the "More than a game" campaign. As News 18 previously 
reported, cut-outs were placed in the south end zone of Ross-Ade stadium for football. This was due to 
COVID-19 drastically reducing the income of the Purdue athletic department. Now, the campaign 
cardboard cutouts will be offered in Mackey Arena. The cutouts start at 55 dollars. Senior associate 
athletic director, Tim House, explains how the cutouts are a way for fans to leave their mark on Purdue 
athletics.

11-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:54)

Currently, there are four state department of health testing sites in the county. Right now, the health 
department says wait times are long and so is the time it takes to get results. The county has only one site 
for rapid testing. County health officer Jeremy Adler says businesses are suffering because employees are 
having to stay home until results come in. He says more testing sites, including those capable of rapid 
testing, could help.

11-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:30)

New at 5- a controversial zinc recycling plant in Cass County is one step closer to being built. The Indiana 
Department of Environmental Management has issued a draft-operating permit for the facility. The 
permit will allow for a 30-day period for public comment. News 18's Balint Szalavari tells us what the draft 
means for the project.



11-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

I spoke with Richard Kuhn, Director of Purdue's Institute for Inflammation, Immunology and Infectious 
Disease this morning. He believes both vaccines will be approved by mid-December. If approved, the next 
step is distribution. According to the CDC's plan, those fighting COVID on the frontlines will get the -
vaccine first. Those who are high risk or older aged get it second. The general-public will be the last to get 
the vaccine. Kuhn says Hoosiers should expect a vaccine to arrive by next spring.

11-19 Ran 11 P.M. News (:56)

These changes come as cases continue to rise. Effective as of today.. civil jury trials are suspended... 
judges may re-schedule non-essential hearings and judges will also maximize the use of telephone and 
video appearances for attorneys parties and witness who are ill or high risk. All of these changes are 
subject to constitutional limits. Tippecanoe Superior Court 3 Judge Faith Graham says they are doing 
everything they can to limit the number of people who are entering the courthouse on a daily basis.

11-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:52)

Lafayette police suspect about 10 people overdoses in a three-day period from last Friday to Sunday. And 
investigators suspect these overdoses were due to a bad batch of heroin cut with a stronger opioid. 
Police aren't sure yet if fentanyl was to blame. However, I'm told the majority of suspected heroin in 
Lafayette comes back from testing as partly or all fentanyl. Grace Paton is a recovery coach for the 
Gateway to Hope program. She says multiple doses of Narcan or naloxone are often needed to 
counteract the powerful effects of these opioids.

11-23 Ran Morning News (:35)

Ball Corporation is a packaging company in Monticello that specializes in Metal Beverage Packaging and 
Metal Aerosol Packaging. Mayor Cathy Gross says the company was looking to add a new line for its 
company. Gross says that could add up to nearly fifty new jobs paying between fifty to one-hundred 
thousand dollars a year. She says this is a great opportunity coming to the community during a time when 
it's most needed.

11-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (:53)

Hector Bargas is married to the daughter of the owner of Del Real Auto Sales. He's worked as the sales 
manager since 2003. He said the flow of business was hit hardest between March and May. Working in 
the car dealership business, he believes sales went down as people began shifting their priorities. Instead 
of focusing on purchasing a new car, he said people have been trying to save money during these      
uncertain times. While loyal customers have become their safety net. His real concern are new businesses 
that are just now getting started.

11-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:20)

Lori Henry was a resident at this building behind me when it was a domestic violence shelter. Now it's the 
YWCA of Greater Lafayette's advocacy center. And Lori Henry is now a case advocate here. Where she 
helps women with stories similar to her own. 



11-23 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:21)

Covid-19 is causing a mental health crisis amoung healthcare workers. One study found 57 percent have 
experienced acute stress and 48 percent exhibited depressive symptoms. I talked with the director of the 
IU Health employee assistance program who says they are serving hundreds of healthcare workers every 
month. 

11-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:48)

The Lafayette Noon Optimists Club is once again selling Christmas trees this year. They're set up at the 
Frozen Custard parking lot on Main Street in Lafayette. This is to raise money for local children programs. 
This is a seasonal tradition that's been going on for more than sixty years. Due to COVID-19 concerns, 
folks are asked to wear masks while on the lot.

11-25 Ran Morning News (:45)

The first ride is called "the polyp." This ride has five "arms" with four cars attached to each. The ride then 
spins and moves the cars up and down. The second addition will be a triple-loop roller coaster. The park 
says the new thrill ride will be completed by Summer 20-21. Indiana Beach will open for it's 95-th season 
in May of next year.

11-25 Ran 5 P.M. News (:53)

The program has also provided more than 14-hundred doses of the anti-overdose medication Narcan. 
And has referred more than 600 people to substance abuse treatment. Health department administrator 
Khala Hochstedler says twelve participants this year are in active recovery. Commissioner Tom Murtaugh 
cast the lone vote against renewing the program. He says he's afraid the program could be enabling the 
other 512 participants. But Hochstedler says the program builds relationships with people who wouldn't 
have sought treatment otherwise.

11-25 Ran 6 P.M. News (:59)

The study not only looked at herd immunity but it also determined the likleyhood of death by age. As you 
can see on your screen people who are 65 years of age and older are most likely to die from COVID-19 
with 1 in every 384 infections resulting in death. People ages 30 years old and younger are the least likely 
to die of COVID-19. As for herd immunity.. 70 percent of all hoosier would have to be infected to obtain 
herd immunity. For that happen scietist estimate that 13-thousand more people would die.

11-27 Ran Morning News (:56)

And that's spurred a partnership between several community agencies to create a temporary day shelter. 
Cases of COVID-19 have been reported at homeless shelters run by LTHC Homeless Services and Lafayette 
Urban Ministry. The Tippecanoe County Health Department is not allowing new clients at those shelters 
until at least December First. LUM's winter warming station remains open at night. But LUM Executive 
Director Wes Tillett says people experiencing homelessness had few options during the day.



11-27 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

Local retailers are limiting the flow of customers due to capacity. The Lafayette Best Buy is offering 
curbside pick up through their website. They're encouraging everyone to wear masks while on the 
property. Shopper John Vanderwilen says things are certainly different this year.

11-27 Ran 6 P.M. News (:41) 

I spoke today with Kimberly Hall, a sales associate at Dawson and Daisy Boutique. The store sells women's 
and children's clothing and accessories. The retailer is offering a variety of deals this weekend. Hall is also 
encouraging people to check out their online store and Facebook live sales. She says that's a good option 
for people who are hesitant to shop in person.

 11-30 Ran 5 P.M. News (:51)

Many of the downtown Lafayette businesses were forced to close for a period of time earlier in the 
pandemic. And then owners also had to adjust by shifting their focus to online sales. This past Saturday 
gave them an opportunity to reconnect with customers. Boutique Lori Ann's owner says this year brought 
the highest sales since they opened three years ago. Essentially Aqua's owner say she was also surprised 
by the number of shoppers she had. She says events like this truly make a difference especially in this 
pandemic.

12-1 Ran Morning News (1:48)

MatchBOX Coworking Studio in Lafayette is doing their part to help minority owned businesses. News 
18's Meredith Hackler talked with the the organization about their "Spark 20-21 program".  As well as a 
minority businesses owner who will be serving as a mentor.

12-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

The school has reported at least 22 cases cases among staff and nine among students. At least three 
other group homes in Tippecanoe County have been hit with COVID-19. That's according to Tippecanoe 
Health Department Administrator Khala Hochstedler. Hochstedler says she has received several 
complaints about the situation at T.C. Harris. Coming up on News 18 at 6, you'll hear from an ex-
employee about his concerns on the school's handling of the spread.

12-2 Ran Morning News (:46)

Dr. Snyder says during his 30 + years in the medical field he has never observed as many anti-vaccine 
parents than now.  He believes people are more skeptical of the flu vaccine in part due to the 
misinformation that has surrounded the pandemic and COVID-19 but parents shouldn't be blind sided by 
everything going on. He says as parents try to keep their kids safe while dodging COVID-19, a flu vaccine is 
one way they can ensure their kids are safe from the flu.



12-2 Ran 10 P.M. News (2:00)

Just because we live in a COVID-19 world, it doesn't stop turning. Life goes on, just as new lives join us. 
Meet Abbey Corbett and her son Teddy, who turns 1 this Christmas. Corbett had been attending prenatal 
classes at Franciscan Health in Lafayette to help prepare her for motherhood "It was great, everyone was 
really friendly, there was a lot of information and it was great to meet a lot of other pregnant woman who 
were at my stage".

12-2 Ran 11 P.M. News (:58)

The CDC has recently changed its guidelines when it comes to quarantining if you are exposed to COVID-
19. People who are exposed to the virus can now end their isolation sooner depending on their situation. 
Quarantine can end at day ten now if the person has not had any COVID-19 symptoms. Those individuals 
do not have to have a COVID-19 test. Quarantine can end at day seven if the person tests negative for 
COVID-19 on day five six or seven and no symptoms have developed. However State Health 
Commissioner Dr. Kristina Box says if you have a job where you are exposed to high-risk people or can 
work from home you should quarantine the full 14 days.

12-2 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:43)

It is a tough transition." More than 200-thousand military veterans transition every year to civilian life. 
And energy cooperative Tipmont REMC is part of a nationwide initiative to hire more veterans like 
operations analyst Michelle Hall. She was a captain in the Army Reserve for nine years and went on two 
tours to the horn of Africa. There she combated recruitment into terror and piracy cells. "A lot of things 
you take for granted while you live here in the United States, and then you go overseas and you see how 
difficult life is." But Hall says working at Tipmont does share similarities to military life.

12-3 Ran Noon News (:47)

A third resident at University Place died on Friday. And as we've previously reported, five residents at 
Rosewalk Village died during an outbreak over the summer. At least ten residents total have died from 
COVID-19 at local long-term care facilities. Those deaths account for nearly a third of all 33 deaths so far 
in Tippecanoe County. But Tippecanoe County Health Department Administrator Khala Hochstedler says 
the outlook statewide is far worse.

12-2 Ran 10 P.M. News (:55)

Since March of this year IU Health has done 27 thousand five hundred virtual appointments. When the 
pandemic started in person visits weren't possible. Over the summer hospitals began to open back up and 
less people were being seen virtually. With the second wave of the pandemic now putting a strain on 
hospitals across the state virtual appointments have seen another up tick. Dr.  Tamara Hazbun a Family 
Physician at IU Health Arnett says that doctors are able to treat almost any kind of issue through a virtual 
appointment.



12-2 Ran 10 P.M. News (:55)

Typically when a drug is used to cure a virus it attacks multiple cells... not just the ones that are infected.  
The treatment that is currently being study at Purdue  uses a targeted therapy approach against the virus 
infections. The drug attacks the host cell.. which is different then healthy cells because it has trace 
amount of the virus in it.  Philip Low a professor of Chemistry at Purdue says.. this treatment activates a 
persons immune system to attack the infected cell.

12-3 Ran Noon News (:54)

Tippecanoe County Sheriff, Bob Goldsmith, says that inmate had a positive COVID-19 test come back on 
Monday. The sheriff said that an inmate was released from jail and shortly after tested positive for the 
virus. That individual let the jail know and they tracked down his cellmate who ended up testing positive. 
The sheriff says they went over 8 months without a single case so they are going to do everything they 
can to stop the spread among other inmates.

12-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:51)

Tippecanoe County Health Administrator Khala Hochstedler says it's too early to determine exactly how 
many cases are linked to recent holiday. She said, however, she is seeing a trend with groups of families 
testing positive. This is raising concerns as we have now entered the Christmas season. She said this is 
probably the riskiest season as people tend to celebrate the entire month of December. She is urging 
people to be creative this coming holiday with virtual calls and partied versus gathering in person.

12-4 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

Now people are reaping the consequences. Tippecanoe County Health Department Administrator Khala 
Hochstedler said for the past few days, several county Covid 19 cases have been linked to Thanksgiving 
gathering. And that trend is expected to continue over the next few days as the virus begins settling in 
people's immune systems. 

12-4 Ran 11 P.M. News (:35)

Tippecanoe County leaders are continuing to push for a 14 day quarantine despite the CDC new 
guidelines. Because of the increase in cases, the county is having the state help make local contact tracing 
calls. The state is asking people who test positive to notify other people they have been around. If you've 
been exposed don't be alarmed if you receive a call from the state and the county. Overall the county has 
not changed its contact tracing method since the start of the pandemic. The health department says the 
next time they will re-evaluate their methods is possibly after these winter months.

12-8 Ran Noon News (:53)

Sergeant Jeremy Piers with the Greater Lafayette post says the agency is hiring right now. He says any 
one applying must be willing to serve anywhere in the state. However, hired applicants do get a 
preference. The basic qualifications include being a citizen of the United States and 21 or older. Piers says 
the interview process is very extensive and includes a written exam, physical test, oral interview, 
background check and a polygraph exam. He says being a Indiana State Trooper is rewarding.



12-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

As we've previously reported, the county has received six-point-two-million dollars in CARES Act money. 
About one-point-four-million dollars of that money has already been spent to reimburse COVID-19-
related expenses. Auditor Bob Plantenga says the county is setting a portion aside to compensate for less 
income tax revenue in the future.

12-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:49)

The body cams are being purchased with a 250-thousand-dollar grant through the Prison Rape 
Elimination Act, also known as PREA. Community corrections will become one of just a handful of PREA 
certified facilities in Indiana at the end of the two-year grant. Executive Director Jason Huber says the act 
ensures best practices and the safety of inmates within correctional facilities.

12-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:53)

The two programs have played for the Old Oaken Bucket since 19-25. The Bucket will remain in 
Bloomington. I-U beat Purdue in double overtime last year at Ross-Ade Stadium. The Gold and Black 
Cream and Crimson were scheduled to go head-to-head at Memorial Stadium this year. The decision to 
call off Saturday's contest should not comes as a huge surprise. Purdue canceled practice yesterday to 
evaluate recent COVID-19 results. Last night. Indiana announced it was pausing all football activities 
because of an increase in COVID-19 cases.

12-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

Eight staff have tested positive since November 14th and six have since returned to work. And that 
includes Villa Director DeAnna Sieber. Forty-five of the Villa's 75 residents have also tested positive. 
Twenty-four have recovered and the rest remain active cases. Sieber says officials are concerned the 
numbers could continue to rise.

12-9 Ran Noon News (:53)

The athletic directors of *both schools announced the cancellation of the century old game. This will be 
the first time in more than 100 years the game will not be played. As News 18 previously reported - 
Purdue cancelled its football practice due to COVID-19 on Tuesday. Students have *not been surprised at 
the announcement as both teams have been dealing with surging cases. Purdue student, Tim Conely, 
gave us his reaction to the news.

12-11 Ran Noon News (:36)

Thanks to a local family, a Lafayette frozen yogurt business will continue serving the community. That 
family is the Glick family. The family purchased Pink Walrus in November. Co-owner, Lindsey Glick says 
her family has cherished so many fond memories.  They did not want to see the small business close. 
Lindsey and her husband Jordan are co-owners. Along with Lafayette native Aaron Glick and his husband 
Nick. You may remember News 18 reporting on Aaron last year. He won a Tony for his work as a producer 
in a play called "The Boys in the Band." Lindsey says this is a great opportunity for the family and 
community.



12-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

Local hospitals like Franciscan Lafayette East insist they're safe for prenatal care and deliveries. But some 
expecting mothers are delaying care or choosing virtual visits in fear of exposing themselves to COVID-19. 
And others are taking their health care into their own hands.

12-14 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:30)

A petition is currently circulating in Indiana that's being signed by health care workers. It's asking Hoosiers 
to follow proper COVID-19 guidelines. I talked with one local ER doctor who shared his experience on the 
Frontlines and why he chose to sign the petition.

12-14 Ran 11 P.M. News (:35) 

Frito-Lay plans to expand its operations in Frankfort. Tonight, the City of Frankfort announced a 60 million 
dollar project. The expansion will create 50 new jobs. That's according to a press release sent out by the 
city. Construction for the project will start early next year. It's expected to wrap up in early 2022. The city 
says local leaders proposed a personal property tax abatement to make the expansion possible. The 
Indiana Economic Development Corporation also offered Frito-Lay up to 550 thousand dollars in 
conditional tax credits.

12-17 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

The nationwide demand for this vaccine is huge. But when the shipment arrived at nine this morning, it 
was actually about an hour-and-a-half earlier than officials were expecting. And despite all the 
anticipation surrounding this vaccine. It was delivered in an unsuspecting cardboard box packed full of dry 
ice.

12-21 Ran Noon News (:48)

Paula Davis is the owner of Blooms and Petals Fresh Flower shop located downtown. She's delivering 
flower bouquets to dozens of health care and public service organizations. The goal is for it to serve as a 
reminder that they're work is appreciated. State Representative Chris Campbell has been helping her put 
bouquets together. She plans to distribute the flowers the week after Christmas.

12-22 Ran Noon News (:55)

Kelsey Burton and Kaylee Lehnen met each other while working at a local spa in 2019. The girls decided to 
take on a venture to open their own hair salon not knowing the country would face a pandemic. In August 
this year the girls signed a lease on a 1500 square foot space. It offers a modern look and fresh feel for 
the Greater Lafayette area. Co-owner Kelsey Burton says this business venture was a leap of faith.

12-30 Ran 6 P.M. News (2:05)

COVID-19 deaths among nursing home residents continue to rise in Tippecanoe County, including five 
residents at Westminster Village in West Lafayette. But officials are hopeful upcoming on-site 
vaccinations will keep residents and staff safe from the virus.



Crime

As always News-18 is keeping tabs on crime in our community. We continue to follow an overdose that 
became a murder. Details are still unclear as to what really happened on Southlea drive. The stabbing 
death of Jospeph Borgia rocked the community. His alleged killer is in court and awaiting sentencing. 
Police are working hard to keep sexual predators out of the Greater Lafayette Community. 



10-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

As we told you Tuesday, Police were called to the 900 block of Southlea drive around 10 A-M for what 
was originally thought to be an overdose. When police got, they say it was clear that the death was 
suspicious. The victim was identified as Amber Barrett. News 18 will continue to follow this investigation. 
We will update you on any new developments on-air and online at WLFI dot com.

10-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

The YWCA's domestic violence hotline is receiving 661 calls per month since March. That's a 25 percent 
jump when compared to the same time frame last year. But it's not just a rise in the number of calls. Leah 
Giorgini leads the Y's domestic violence intervention program. She tells me she is seeing more severe 
cases at the hospital and at the Y's domestic violence shelter.

10-5 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30)

A Lafayette man now faces rape charges. According to court documents, Julian Collins-Powell committed 
the crime early Tuesday morning. Authorities say Collins-Powell also got into an argument with the victim, 
hit her in the face, then strangled her. The victim called police later that same morning. Officers say they 
saw red marks on her neck and cheek. Collins-Powell's faces charges of rape, criminal confinement, 
strangulation, battery by bodily waste and criminal trespass.

10-6 Ran Noon News (:37)

As News 18 previously reported, the crash happened on Interstate 65 near Zionsville. Police said Matthew 
Small was talking on the phone with a headset, and setting down his coffee, when he ran into stopped 
traffic. Small faced three reckless homicide charges. But now, prosecutors say there is not enough 
evidence to try Small in connection to the case. Now, the Boone County Prosecutor's Office is reviewing 
the Court's order to determine what action, if any, should be taken next.

10-6 Ran 11 P.M. News (:36) 

Happening tomorrow, a Demotte man will be sentenced for stabbing his wife to death. Joseph Borgia 
took a guilty plea agreement in August. The incident happened two years prior, in August of 2018.
Police were called to a home in a rural part of DeMotte for a structure fire. When they arrived, no fire was 
found. Instead, deputies said they found Borgia distressed, with blood residue on his clothes outside a 
home. Investigators said, Amanda Borgia was found stabbed to death inside. News 18's Anna Darling will 
be at the Jasper County Courthouse tomorrow morning for the sentencing. We'll have the latest on News 
18 at noon.

10-9 Ran 10 P.M. News (:31) 

Tippecanoe County Prosecutors say 40-year-old Justin Wolma molested a boy who's less than ten years 
old. According to court documents, it happened at Wolma's house on Union Street over a three-day 
period last month. Wolma was booked into the Tippecanoe County Jail after a search warrant was served 
at his house today. Police are asking anyone with information about other victims to contact them.



10-10 Ran 6 P.M. News (:36) 

A motorcyclist is in jail after sending police on a pursuit through Tippecanoe County. The man arrested 
has been identified as Joshua Dilden. The chase happened yesterday evening just after 8-30 p-m. 
According to Indiana State Police, Trooper Corey Brown attempted to stop Dilden. He was going nearly 90 
miles per hour down Schuyler Avenue. Dilden took officers through Lafayette and West Lafayette. 
Officers say he gave up riding near the intersection of State Street in West Lafayette. He is facing two 
preliminary charges. One for resisting law enforcement with a vehicle. The other for reckless driving.

10-12 Ran Noon News (:45) 

Lafayette Police are investigating shots fired that struck two different homes late last night.  It happened 
around 10 p.m. at the 800 block of south 19-th street. That's near Kossuth Street. Police say both houses 
were occupied, but no one was injured. Sergeant Ian O'Shields says police found shell casings on site. 
However, there are no suspects at this time. Lafayette Police ask anyone with information to call the WE- 
TIP Hotline. That number is 1-800-782-7463.

10-13 Ran 6 P.M. News (:40)

Defense attorney Scott king said during his opening statements this morning that Hastings was not the 
only person seen running away from the gunshots that morning. And this other person matched the 
suspect description more. He was talking about a man named Michael Robinson. Robinson was 
subpoenaed to testify today but did not show up. He was brought in the afternoon.
He told the court he didn't come in because he had received a death threat from Andre Hastings sister 
and was scared. He also said he was basketball friends with Hastings and didn't want to be seen as a 
snitch for testifying. Judge Steven Meyer agreed to exclude the public from his testimony so he would 
feel more comfortable. Robinson told the court he was wearing all black that night.
Which matched the initial description given by Burglars friend Jonathan Simpson, who testified this 
morning. Robinson said he was leaving his girlfriends apartment when he heard the shots and ran. He said 
he did not see the shots being fired and that he himself did not fire any shots. In security camera footage 
from Romney Meadows currently being used as evidence, you can see two people running away after the 
gun shots.

10-13 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30)

A Lafayette man now faces charges after harming multiple children. According to court documents, 29-
year-old Kevin Mullins molested a girl multiple times and strangled another child. Police say the 
molestations started two years ago when the girl was six years old. Officers say Mullins strangled a 10-
year-old child on October 5th of this year. Mullins faces four felony counts of child molesting, one felony 
count of strangulation and one felony count of battery on a person less than 14 years old.

10-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

Hastings was also accused of attempted murder of Jonathan Simpson. Simpson was talking outside with 
Burglar the night he was killed. But the jury was told during the trial that attempted murder is harder to 
prove. That's because the prosecution must show specific intent. The jury spent about two hours in 
deliberation. That was after the prosecution and defense made their closing arguments. Defense attorney 
Scott King argued throughout the trial that Hastings' friend fired the fatal shots.



10-15 Ran 10 P.M. News (:38) 

A man is now behind bars after threatening to stab people in multiple locations. It all started at St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church in West Lafayette around 3:00 O'clock this afternoon. According to Lieutenant 
Stanson Wiete with W-L-P-D, officers responded to the area after getting a call that a man had pulled a 
knife on a staff member and was threatening them. Once police arrived the suspect, 33-year-old 
Deanthony Furman fled the church. The Purdue Police department later found him and was able to take 
him into custody. He was arrested on initial charges of intimidation with a deadly weapon. No one was 
injured during this arrest.

10-15 Ran 11 P.M. News (:35) 

A Colfax man accused of assault is now behind bars in the Clinton County Jail. According to the Sheriff's 
Office, Chris Rice entered a home in Colfax with a weapon and threatened everyone inside. Deputies say 
Rice kidnapped a woman from the home. Authorities say Rice took her to a separate location, where he 
assaulted her. Rice's preliminary charges include rape, burglary, kidnapping, battery and strangulation.

10-16 Ran 10 P.M. News (:26)

A Lafayette man who was charged last week with molesting a boy...faces new charges today involving two 
women. 40-year-old Justin Wolma was charged with four new felonies today. During their investigation 
last week, prosecutors say they were made aware of allegations that Wolma molested the two girls 
between 2001 and 2006. They were less than 13 years old at the time. Prosecutors are asking a judge for 
a one-million dollar bond in the case.

10-17 Ran 6 P.M. News (:60) 

Joseph Zacharek was hired to the department back in June. According to Lafayette Police Late Friday 
evening the department was tagged in a tweet on their official Twitter Page. That tweet contained 
information identifying Zacharek as someone who participated in a Neo-Nazi internet chat forum in 2016. 
After an internal investigation the department determined the claims were credible. Lafayette Police say 
Zacharek has been working solely in a training environment and has had no exposure to the public. They 
say that social media accounts are reviewed during background checks but during Zacharek's  they 
weren't able to find this information. Lafayette Police Chief Patrick Flannelly was not made available for 
an interview today however he will be talking with WLFI on Monday. We will published his remarks both 
on air and online at WLFI dot com.

10-19 Ran Noon News (:37)

As we previously reported, Daniel Riegle was found dead in a burning Fowler home. Rhett Martin, and 
Duane Muse, and are accused of killing Riegle. This was after breaking into his house in a robbery 
attempt. Both were charged with three counts of murder. Martin's trial began this morning. The counts 
are enhanced by the "use of a firearm." Martin is also charged with one count of arson. News 18 has a 
reporter in the courtroom. We'll have updates from day one of the trial on News 18 at five and six.



10-19 Ran 10 P.M. News (:42) 

Authorities say they found a girl who was under the age of 18. Police say she was sleeping in a car in the 
parking lot of a Lafayette hotel. After speaking with the girl, officers say they found out she was involved 
in prostitution. She said that Williams was her "pimp." According to court documents, Williams created 
advertisements for paid sex with the victim. Williams now faces felony charges of promotion of child 
sexual trafficking and promoting prostitution.

10-21 Ran 5 P.M. News (:29)

Lafayette Police are investigating a series of vehicle break-ins. They happened early Sunday morning. The 
suspect broke into several box trucks parked behind La-Z-Boy Furniture and Smith Shoes on South Street. 
The department needs your help finding the man who did it. The suspect's truck appeared to be a 19-94 
to 2001 Dodge Ram with two tone paint. If you recognize this truck, or the suspect in this photo, contact 
the Lafayette Police. Or, you can call the anonymous We-TIP hotline at 800-7-8-CRIME.

10-22 Ran Noon News (:35) 

Sgt. Ian O'Shields with LPD told me that a passerby noticed a body near the Purdue Extension Building 
around eight this morning. Police were dispatched to the area around 8:15am. O'Shields says it is a 
deceased adult male. Right now it is unclear the manner in which the man died, his age or how long his 
body has been laying in the area. The coroner is on site right now investigating.

10-22 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:03)

Jeff Sam I am on the corner of range and school street here in Wolcott and as you can see police are still 
trying to figure out what happened here. This is a developing situation but this is what we so far. Police 
responded to this home around 2:15 this afternoon. Upon arriving they found two dead men inside the 
home. White county deputy chief David Roth says that a friend of the family found the two bodies inside 
the home. Currently police are waiting for the Indiana state police crime scene techs to come and collect 
evidence since these deaths are being ruled as suspicious at this time. Several neighbors in the area have 
said this house has been involved in illegal activity in the past but that's not something that police have 
confirmed at this time. Again this situation is developing but we will be sure to stay here on scene and 
bring you the latest information as we receive it. For now live in Wolcott Meredith Hackler news 18.

10-22 5 P.M. News (:37) 

A man accused of robbing a woman at a Lafayette bank now faces multiple charges. Prosecutors say Roy 
Cook approached a woman in a bank and demanded she give him the deposit bag in her hands. This 
allegedly happened back on January 16th of this year. According to court documents, the woman refused 
to give Cook the bag. Authorities say that's when Cook pointed a gun at her, took the bag, and ran away. 
L-P-D officers say they obtained surveillance photos from the bank. Cook allegedly admitted he was the 
man in the photos, but claimed the object in his hand was a BB-gun. He is facing multiple charges 
including armed robbery and intimidation.



10-22 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35) 

According to a statement sent out by Indiana State Police, Kevin Calderone was speeding and driving off 
the roadway on Interstate 65. Police say he was driving a Toyota Prius. State troopers say they tried 
gesturing to  Calderone to pull over. But police say he refused and continued driving across all lanes on 
the interstate. Authorities say they then used stop sticks to deflate all four tires. Officers say they were 
able to stop Calderone and take him into custody. He has been booked into the Jasper County Jail.

10-26 Ran Noon News (:30)

Deputy Coroner Carrie Costello says police were called to the 1-thousand block of Highland Avenue this 
morning. Costello says 32-year-old Curt M. Howard of Lafayette was found dead in a truck. An autopsy is 
scheduled for this afternoon. We will continue to follow this developing story. News 18 will have any 
updates on air and online at WLFI dot com.

10-29 Ran Morning News (:25) 

Big trouble for Purdue Pete. According to our partner The Exponent, the student who plays the role of 
Purdue Pete is facing charges. Big trouble for Purdue Pete. According to our partner The Exponent, the 
student who plays the role of Purdue Pete is facing charges. Joseph Desmond is a senior and according to 
police was arrested earlier this month following a fight at the McDonald's on Stadium avenue. It appears 
alcohol may have been involved. So far, no word yet if Desmond will continue on as Purdue Pete. 
Desmond is facing several charges including battery.

10-30 Ran Noon News (:40)

Lafayette Police are working to learn more about what they believe was an overnight murder. According 
to LPD sergeant, Ian O'sheilds, officers responded to a call late last night due to a suspicious person. 
Officers found the body of male victim at scene of Rochelle Drive in Lafayette. LPD says they found a knife 
and it appears the victim was stabbed to death. Officers have arrested 18-year-old, Nike Haynie. Haynie 
was booked into the Tippecanoe County Jail this morning on suspicion of murder. This case is still under 
investigation and an autopsy is pending at this time. Anyone with information is asked to call LPD or the 
WeTip Hotline at 800- 78-CRIME.

10-31 Ran 6 P.M. News (:26) 

Police in Clinton County arrested a man at the Mulberry polling location this afternoon. This photo of the 
arrest was sent to us by a viewer. An officer from the Clinton County Jail Division says DNR officers 
arrested the man on preliminary charges of battery. He was allegedly hitting people at the polling 
location. However the man is not sharing his name with police. There was no other information that could 
be given to us about this incident.



11-2 Ran 6 P.M. News (:35) 

Law enforcement officials arrested four people in Clinton County following a traffic stop on I-65. Sheriff's 
Deputies say they had drugs and guns inside the vehicle. Authorities say Otis Hicks and Heidi Foster 
unlawfully owned a handguns without a license. Deputies say Foster The Sheriff's Office says Jenny Miller 
also had a syringe with her as well. Authorities say Stephen Sellers had a handgun and marijuana. 
Deputies say both Hicks and Sellers are felons. Formal charges are pending from the Clinton County 
Prosecutor's Office. ISP had narcotics, a syringe, and marijuana with him.

11-9 Ran 6 P.M. News (:37) 

Police have not made any arrests in the case so far. They do believe it was an isolated incident and the 
public is not in any danger. Officers report the knife was discovered at the scene. They are not identifying 
who made the 9-1-1 call as it's part of the investigation. LPD has made several stops at the Cambridge 
Estates complex this year. In January they made an arrest for a stabbing. In February three people were 
arrested for a shooting that left the victim with serious, non-life threatening injuries. Then in April there 
were reports of two shots fired incidents within days of one another. Now in November, this fatal 
stabbing.

11-11 Ran Noon News (:30)

Dejoure Mercer is the black officer who shot and killed Dreasjon Reed. He said Reed exchanged gunfire 
with police. Reed was also black. Reed's shooting was *not recorded by police cameras because the 
department didn't start using body cams until August. Reed did livestream an earlier car chase, and part 
of the foot chase, on Facebook.

11-12 Ran Morning News (:45)

A man is now in the Tippecanoe County jail following a shooting that left one person injured on Tuesday 
evening. According to Sergeant Ian O'Shields, the shooting happened at about 8:15-pm outside Romney 
Meadows Apartments. O'Shields says the shooting took place on the intersection of Cernan Court and 
Westchester Lane. Police say they arrested Nayshawn Dennard in the case. O'shields says Dennard was 
booked into jail for allegedly committing aggravated battery, resisting law enforcement, and public 
intoxication. He currently does not face formal charges.

11-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (:47)

Indiana State Police conducted a special patrol along I-65 in Tippecanoe County Friday evening. The goal 
of the stakeout was to catch reckless and aggressive drivers in the Lafayette area. The area was a 65 mile 
per hour zone. ISP gave out 24 tickets, 20 warnings, had 2 drug related arrests and arrested one wanted 
person. ISP wants to remind drivers to be patient and drive safely as we approach the holiday season. 
Where more people are traveling on the high ways.



11-16 Ran 11 P.M. News (:55)

That's according to a press release sent out by the department. Police say the overdoses took place from 
Friday to Sunday. Authorities say the suspected overdoses have caused three deaths. Investigators 
believe some of the overdoses were due to a quote "bad batch" of heroin. This means the heroin was cut 
with a dangerous chemical, which enhances the effect of the drug. Officers say autopsies and toxicology 
reports are still pending, and will determine the cause of death in these cases.

11-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:54) 

He's charged with seven felonies today. The victim was shot in the mouth while he was sitting in his car. 
Police used surveillance video to identify Dennard. He was on house arrest and staying at the complex. 
Police say Dennard later admitted that he was the person in the video when the shooting happened. He's 
being held on a half-million dollar bond.

11-24 Ran Morning News (:45)

A former Purdue professor and his wife will spend two years on probation for trying to defraud the 
National Science Foundation. 62-year-old Dr. Qingyou Han and his wife's company, "Hans Tech" pleaded 
guilty in federal court to wire fraud. They were also ordered to pay more than one-point-six million dollars 
in restitution, more than one-point-three million dollars to the National Science Foundation, and 300-
thousand to the Indiana Economic Development Corporation. Prosecutors say Dr. Han defrauded the 
National Science Foundation into giving his wife's company more than one-point-three million dollars in 
research grants. They used the money for personal expenses.

12-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:55)

Court documents say Matthew Ferguson Junior had sex with a child under the age of sixteen on two 
separate occasions. Prosecutors say the first occasion happened in the state of Pennsylvania, while the 
other happened in Lafayette. Ferguson was previously convicted for Sexual Misconduct with a minor and 
promoting Sexual Trafficking of a young child. He was sentenced to 13 years. It includes 10 in the Indiana 
Department of Corrections, one year in the Tippecanoe County Community Corrections, and two years on 
probation.

12-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:46)

I'm here at LPD headquarters in downtown Lafayette. Officer Ryan French was about to begin his shift on 
October 21st when he took a random breathalyzer test. He failed the test and was immediately relieved 
from duty. He was also taken to a medical facility for further testing.

12-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:58) 

Police arrested this man, Jason L. Collins, on Saturday afternoon. The 42-year-old was found after his 
vehicle was spotted by police. The handgun was reported stolen the same day of the reported attack. 
Collins faces charges including attempted rape while armed with a deadly weapon and kidnapping while 
armed with a deadly weapon.



12-7 Ran 11 P.M. News (:38)

It happened Thursday about 9:30 p.m. Police say a woman was walking near South 4th and Romig Streets. 
A man with a gun forced her into a car. She was then driven to a secluded area. Police say she fought back 
and got away.

12-11 Ran Noon News (:39)

Sergeant Ian O'Shields also wants people to remember porch pirates. He says with people quarantining, 
and buying a bulk of their Christmas gifts online, porch pirates could be out more than normal. O'Shields 
says this is not a common occurrence for the department but like many things it's possible, specifically 
this year.

12-17 Ran 6 P.M. News (:46)

According to court documents, Michael Williams and another man had four teenage girls in a home in 
Lafayette. Police say the two men bought alcohol for the girls and got them drunk. Prosecutors say the 
men molested two of the four girls. We have not received charges on the other man in the case. We will 
update you when they become available.

12-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

Wabash Township Trustee Jennifer Teising would normally be here at her office at the Wabash Township 
Fire Department. But an email this morning from the three-member township board alleges she no longer 
lives in the township or even the state. The email alleges Teising sold her home in June and moved to 
Anderson, Indiana, and later Florida. It also states several concerned citizens will file a petition with the 
prosecutor's office to challenge her residency in Wabash Township. The township's secretary, Brendan 
Betz, says Teising has missed three of the last four board meetings. And he says she's also spent just a 
fraction of the money budgeted this year for township assistance amid the pandemic and record 
unemployment.

12-21 Ran 10 P.M. News (:25)

A White County man wil spend time in jail for a high-speed crash that seriously injured a friend. 20-year-
old Brady Riley, of Burnettsville, was convicted of Criminal Recklessness. He was sentenced to 180 days in 
the Cass County Jail. State Police say Riley was driving around 80 miles an hour on a County Road in 
September of last year when he lost control and crashed into several trees. His passenger's leg was 
severed below the knee.

 



Diversity

Governor Eric Holcomb publically condemns white supremacy in one of his weekly press conferences. 
This, stemming from many BLM protests around the country. Purdue is honoring one of their own with a 
new award. Year after program started Tippecanoe Arts Federation is celebrating their Wabash Walls 
program. 



10-1 Ran Noon News (:40)

Governor Eric Holcomb said he condemns white supremacy.  At his weekly press briefing, the governor 
was asked what his reaction was to president Trump not denouncing white supremacy groups during the 
debate. Holcomb says white supremacy is not something he will tolerate.

10-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

Five percent of the county's electronic voting machines were randomly chosen and tested this morning. 
Officials also tested the machines that scan mail-in ballots. Tippecanoe County Clerk Julie Roush says that 
she anticipates 15 thousand people to vote absentee. That's a number the county has never seen before. 
Even after this year's record-breaking primary when the state allowed Hoosiers to vote by mail with no 
excuse. Everything ran smoothly this morning. And Roush says she's confident the election board can 
handle the massive amount of mail-in ballots.

10-2 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35) 

In life, Scheumann was passionate about helping out the Lafayette Parks Department, Habitat for 
Humanity, Lafayette Jeff High School and Ball State University in Muncie. Due to safety concerns during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the funeral service in Scheumann's honor will be private. He was 71 years old.     

10-2 Ran 10 P.M. News (:50)

 A new scholarship is going to help Purdue increase its number of black engineering students. It's made 
possible by an anonymous million dollar donation. It was donated in honor of the college's first black 
graduate, David Robert Lewis. He graduated from Purdue with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering 
in 1894. Lewis was one of only nine Black students who graduated from Indiana colleges between the 
Civil War and the year 1900. The new scholarship is named after Lewis. It will be used to expand ongoing 
support to recruit and retain Black engineering students. About three percent of Purdue students are 
African American. The university hopes the scholarship will increase that number.

10-4 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

Tomorrow is October 5th. Meaning it's the last day you can register to vote for the November election 
here in Indiana. For those mailing registrations in Tippecanoe County, the postmark must be on or before 
the 5th. In-person early voting starts on Tuesday October 6th.

10-4 Ran 11 P.M. News (2:00)

As water levels are lowering on Lake Freeman, community concerns are getting louder. On Saturday, 
more than 200 people participated in a "Save Our Lakes Lives" Rally. News 18's Micah Upshaw tells us 
how they're planning to make a change.

10-5 Ran 6 P.M. News (:40)

However, you have to do it before 11:59 tonight. After that, early voting begins at several locations. 
Nearly 120-thousand people have registered to vote in Tippecanoe County. These numbers are up from 
previous elections. William Heagrty is a Purdue student coming originally from California. He says he's 
going to vote in person rather than by mail.



10-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

Tamara has been working tirelessly ever since to create a safe place for kids like Grant. She's helped raise 
nearly four million dollars in less than three years. That money established Grant's House here on Salem 
Street. It's now the permanent home for the Wabash Center's youth service program. It opened its doors 
a little more than a year ago. Tamara was recognized for all of this with the Good Neighborhood Award. 
That's from the National Association of Realtors. The association is also donating 10-thousand dollars to 
the house.

10-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:34)

The Tippecanoe Arts Federation is celebrating progress on the Wabash Walls. They hosted a dedication 
ceremony for five new murals. They're located near 3rd and Romig Street. These additions come from 
street artists like CERA and Anthony Brooks. Their work joins over 50 pieces of artwork that run along 
Wabash Avenue. Chief Executive Officer Tetia Lee says it's important that they continue to put the arts 
forward.

10-7 Ran Morning News (:45)

As students look for alternative ways to have fun on campus, many are turning to their cell phones. 
According to Forbes, TikTok was the most downloaded non-game mobile app in January and February, 
with more than 800 million users. And a few Purdue University students are hopping in on that trend. The 
pandemic has provided more time for creators to come up with fun and new ideas. It's something that's 
boosted Sophomore Zach McCauley's TikTok account. Although McCauley created his TikTok page nearly 
a year ago, he's noticed an uptick on followers these past few weeks.

10-7 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:38) 

News 18's Joe Paul was there today to speak with voters and the county clerk. He joins us live to tell us 
how the pandemic is changing the look and feel of early voting. Joe?The pandemic isn't stopping voters 
from turning out. But they told me that concerns about the virus were definitely on their minds as they 
cast their ballots in person today.

10-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

In a news release, the city said the parade is cancelled "as determined by the Tippecanoe County Health 
Department." Instead, Santa Claus will visit neighborhoods on an antique fire truck, along with Letter 
Carriers to collect childrens' letters. A list of times and neighborhoods will be released at a later date.

10-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45) 

The fundraiser that's been so popular over the years for Lafayette Christian Schools is going virtual this 
year. Instead LCS is asking that you give back any way you can. There will be a drive through lane available 
at Lafayette Christian School. You can also donate over the phone and online at lafayette christian DOT 
ORG. The fundraiser takes place October 15th from 9 AM to 5 PM. Lafayette Christian Schools hopes to 
raise around 60-thousand dollars this year. 



10-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

The YWCA mainly gets money through federal, state, and county governments. But as the Covid-19 
pandemic continues, CEO Allison Beggs says it's unclear what the future holds for funding. She says the 
organization is already seeing a ripple effect. YWCA's Breast Cancer Program was recently de-funded by 
134-thousand dollars. This is because the state program that provides these funds didn't get to properly 
fundraise this year. The Breast Cancer program provides a number of services for women across 36 
counties.

10-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:26) 

It's a day of remembrance for Indiana State Police here in Lafayette. On this day last year, Trooper Peter 
"Bo" Stephan died while on duty. He was involved in a single-vehicle crash heading to a 911-call. Officers 
are honoring his legacy with a "Hero Workout." They're exercising for 14 minutes to represent District 14 
- which is where they serve. Tonight at 7-30, a number of officers will be driving to the crash scene. It's 
being done as a sign of remembrance.

10-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:55)

Colin Alford says this all happened after a local newspaper posted an article about the business. He 
planned a Halloween opening of The Fox's Den Performance Club at a Fourth Street location. His landlord, 
Jim Schrader, says he never knew it was going to be a bar. The lease agreement says it would operate as 
an art gallery. Schrader says a bar increases liability. He says the lease allows him to deny it being used 
that way. Alford says the owner knew how they planned to operate.

10-13 Ran Noon News (:30)

A local teen in White County took it upon himself to extend a helping hand to his teacher who was 
diagnosed with cancer. Anissa Need has been an educator at Twin Lakes High School for 16 years. She's 
also a coach for the girls tennis and volleyball teams. She was diagnosed with breast cancer last 
Wednesday. Jaylen created a "go fund me" account three days later. The account has raised nearly ten 
thousand dollars. Jaylen says hearing that Mrs. Need had cancer was like learning that a family member 
got cancer.

10-14 Ran Noon News (:55)

Everything seems to moving smoothly at the moment. People are queuing up outside and only a certain 
amount of people at once are allowed inside. We're told lines started forming well before 11 a.m. That's 
when Mackey opened it's doors this morning. Just a month ago we weren't sure if there would be a 
voting center directly on Purdue's campus. But now we have Mackey and it's the first time the venue has 
ever been used as an early voting site. It's a huge building and can accommodate a lot of voters while 
keeping them socially distanced. Gloves, masks and sanitizers are also available to keep the whole process 
clean. You can vote here until 6 p.m. tonight. You'll also want to remember to bring a mask with you. And 
if you're hoping to step foot on the court, you're going to be disappointed. You'll be ushered to the check-
in, then to a vote machine on the concourse and back out the door. Reporting live in West Lafayette, Joe 
Paul, News 18.



10-14 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

The state of Indiana has been in stage 5 of re-opening for three weeks. During that time the state has 
seen both it's positivity rate jump and it's hospitalization rate increase as well. As of today the state of 
Indiana has a positivity rate of 5 point three percent which is much higher then when the state opened to 
stage 5. As of yesterday a total of 1,357 Hoosiers were hospitalized for COVID-19.. that is the highest 
number the state has seen since May. While these numbers may seem alarming the governor says 
Indiana is not unique in this latest surge.

10-16 Ran Morning News (:40)

Almost Home Humane Society needs your help as the pandemic continues. They're currently accepting 
donations from food to small blankets. With winter approaching, towels and blankets are needed to keep 
the cats and dogs warm. They need to be small in order to not take up too much space in the cages. The 
shelter has donations bins outside the front door to adhere to social distancing.

10-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (2:30)

Roxana Gonzalez is a mother who moved to Lafayette from El Salvador almost 20 years. This election was 
going to be the first time she could vote as a naturalized citizen. Well some things didn't work out in her 
favor this year but she's finding hope through her children. Looking for a life of more opportunity is what 
brought Roxana Gonzalez to America in two-thousand one. She was in her fourth year of college studying 
communications in El Salvador when she realized finding a job and making money there was really tough.

10-16 Ran 10 P.M. News (:31) 

Home with Hope is working to restore a historic home next to their current shelter. The home would 
provide affordable housing for people who are in recovery from addiction. Today Arconic donated two 
thousand dollars to their efforts. Paul Starr the Plant Manager at Arconic in Lafayette says they wanted to 
donate to this non-profit because of all they do to help the local community.

10-16 Ran 11 P.M. News (:35) 

Now is your chance to be Boo'ed by The Arc of Tippecanoe County. It's part of a fundraiser just in time for 
Halloween. The Boo-Grams are motion sensor ghosts you can put in your yard. It costs 10 dollars. Sales 
benefit the 2020 United Way Campaign and Arc's annual Holiday Dinner Dance. The ghostly decorations 
are delivered on Monday and Wednesday evenings. But you won't know when. Executive Director Milissa 
O'Hern says part of the fun is getting surprised.

10-17 Ran 6 P.M. News (:33) 

Today, hundreds of President Donald Trump supporters from around the Lafayette area met up for a 
parade. Organizers told News 18 people started meeting up around 1 p-m near the Southside Walmart. 
Supporters from today's event told us the parade is a chance to meet up with fellow voters and share 
their love for the president and for the country.  Organizer Oscar Alvarez said the drive would last around 
2 hours. He says people have misconceptions about Trump supporters.



10-17 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:41) 

Racial disparities in the justice system are at the forefront for the Tippecanoe County candidate judges. 
All five of them came together today to discuss these issues in a public forum. News 18's Micah Upshaw 
tells us what happened. 

10-19 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45) 

Back In June Lafayette Police Hired this man Joseph Zacharek of Edwards New York. On Friday the 
department was made aware that Zacharek was a person who participated in an online Neo-Nazi internet 
chat forum known as Iron March back in 2016. They were made aware of that participation through a 
tweet that was directed at them. After they received this information Zacharek they found it to be true 
and fired him. Deputy Police Chief Brad Bishop says they are taking steps to make sure this never happens 
again.

10-20 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

These satellite locations are a little different than some of the other early voting sites. These are open 
almost every week day until Election Day instead of one single day. But that doesn't seem to be dispersing 
the crowds. I talked to voters who waited in line for 30, 45 minutes, even an hour. And as I left the 
Northend Community Center, voters were told they might wait up to an hour-and-a-half. Alexander 
Christodoulou says he's encouraged by the turnout so far.

10-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:32)

People in Wolcott are celebrating Halloween by spooky-fying the town with mannequins. The goal of this 
spooky project is to raise money through sponsors for future community events. News 18's Marvin Bills 
shares how people came together during this difficult time.

10-23 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30)

Voters will soon have a new location to drop their ballots off. The Tippecanoe County Board of Elections 
says there will be a ballot 'drive-thru' at Edgelea Elementary School. This will take place this Sunday from 
noon to 4pm. Staff will be available to collect completed absentee ballots. This way voters won't have to 
leave their cars. They are encouraged to wear facemaks during the process. Importantly, no other 
election services will be available outside of ballot drop offs at the event.

10-26 Ran 6 P.M. News (:36) 

It is happening at Central Presbyterian Church in Lafayette from 12 to 2pm. Event organizer Jess Avila says 
it will be a carry out style. She said people will enter one door, grab their Thanksgiving favorites to go and 
then will leave through a separate door. She said masks will be required and they will have hand washing 
systems. They are looking for volunteers to hand out meals that day. Head to LUM-serve-dot-org to find 
out how you can help.



10-26 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45)

Incumbent Sheila Klinker who represents the 27th district at the Indiana State House is running for her 
20th term has a challenger for her seat James Hass. Both candidates are looking to imporve education in 
the state. Klinker feels schools need more funding to increase techers pay while Hass thinks parents and 
students need to have more choice when it comes to schools they can attend. Hass says giving more 
control of how dollars to local school boards will help improve education systems in under served areas. 
Klinker says that we need to give incentives to youg people who want to become teachers.

10-29 Ran Morning News (:41) 

The race for Judge of Superior Court One, for instance. In mid-September, incumbent Republican Randy 
Williams announced that for health reasons, he would not serve if he is re-elected. It was too late to take 
his name off the ballot. So voters can still cast ballots for him...*or his Democratic challenger, Bryan 
Coulter. If Williams *is the top vote-getter the Governor will choose his replacement. Coming up in our 
next half hour, we will take a closer look at this race. As well as the crowded West Lafayette School Board 
race.

11-2 Ran Morning News (:25) 

When Tippecanoe County kicked off its early voting at the Tippecanoe County building on October 12th 
more than 3,500 people voted. Tippecanoe County Clerk Julie Roush said that was more than 800 voters a 
day on average. Roush also told News 18 previously that staffers at polling stations are prepared to see a 
high influx of people coming to cast their ballots on November 3rd.

11-2 Ran Noon News (:35) 

It's called "Time A Part" and will feature artwork from local and regional artists. Each piece will express 
the artists' experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic specifically quarantine. Chief Operating Officer, 
Ann Monical, says this exhibit is different because anyone in the community can participate.. not just 
artists. She says the goal is bring the community together safely to share stories through the expression 
of art.

11-2 Ran Noon News (:24) 

Justice Amy Coney Barrett is expected to join her colleagues on the Supreme Court today to hear 
arguments for the first time. Because of the coronavirus pandemic, high court began hearing cases by 
phone in May. That means the public won't see the new justice, who was confirmed last week in a 52 to 
48 vote. But the public will be able to hear Barrett if she asks questions, as all her colleagues have been 
doing.

11-2 Ran 10 P.M. News (:30)

A record number of people have early voted in the 2020 election. And some people are even voting for 
the fist time. Gagan Kumor is a greater Lafayette resident who decide to vote for the first time. Even 
though he's been old enough to vote for the last few election cycles he decided this election was to 
important not to vote. And to inspire other people to vote he made video showing how easy and safe it 
was to do so.



11-3 Ran Morning News (:41)

Take a look at your screen. That race has Incumbent Democrat Sheila Klinker facing off against Republican 
Challenger James Hass. Klinker is running for her for her 20-th term as state representative. Haas says if 
he's elected, he will be able to get more done, because of the supermajority Republicans hold in both the 
house and the senate. The 27-th district represents Lafayette and a portion of West Lafayette.

11-3 Ran Morning News (:30)

Take a look at your screen. Other local voting locations across Tippecanoe County include the  Tippecanoe 
V-F-D- Station number 1, Dayton United Methodist Church and Clarks Hill Christian Church. Outside of 
Tippecanoe County, other locations in the viewing area include the White County Courthouse in 
Monticello, Logansport High School in Cass county, the Carroll County courthouse in Delphi and 
Community Schools of Frankfort over in Clinton County. 

11-5 Ran Morning News (:45) 

People are keeping an optimistic eye on Mike Stajduhar. Stajduhar was formally a city councilman who 
voted against WSP. Now that he has a secured spot as a commissioner he has the ability to appoint 
someone to fill his now vacant seat on the council. The goal is to hopefully grow the number of people in 
leadership roles who are opposed to WSP. As we previously reported people are hoping new leadership 
would look deeper into WSP's arrival. They've accused the county of having secret negotiations. Cass 
County Citizens' Coalition member Bryon Stephens says it's a changing of the guard that could create 
change.

11-5 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35)

As we previously reported, he passed away on April 3rd at the age of 87. He led the university from 1983 
to 2000. Beering's memorial service will take place Friday at 2 p.m. News 18 plans on carrying the 
memorial service livestream on our website W-L-F-I dot COM. We will also have Jeff Smith live at Purdue 
to give us a report on the service.

11-9 Ran Morning News (:45)

Over the weekend, supporters gathered outside the Tippecanoe County Courthouse. Joe Biden broke a 
record for receiving the most votes ever as a U.S. presidential candidate. Kamala Harris is also breaking 
records as the first African and Asian American woman serving as vice president. These are a few reasons 
why some community members are excited. Take a listen to how people celebrated.

11-11 Ran Noon News (:30)

Lafayette Christian School is honoring our veterans today. This morning the school held a drive -thru 
parade. Several cars drove up as students stood outside with masks on. The students waived American 
flags and said "thank you" to each veteran. Lafayette Christian School normally holds a Veterans Day 
assembly in its gymnasium. However this year it was modified due to COVID-19. Music Teacher, Leslie 
Sutton, says even though 20-20 has been a unpredictable year it's possible to celebrate safely.



11-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

More than 72-thousand votes were cast 61-percent of eligible voters. County Clerk Julie Roush says that's 
the highest voter turnout ever. The second-highest was 2008. Despite claims of widespread voter fraud 
Roush says this was a clean election.

11-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:17) 

The holiday season is particularly challenging for getting kids placed in homes. And Lafayette-based 
National Youth Advocate Program leaders say there are a number of reasons. NYAP Program Manager 
Samantha O'Neal says there's often hesitation among potential foster-parents who plan to travel during 
this time. The foster-agency has also seen potential foster-parents not want to bring in children because 
of the financial stress of this season. But O'Neal says these concerns can all be worked out. The 
organization provides everything from training to financial support, and gifts for Christmas.
Leaders say it's just important kids are placed. Especially youth who've grown up in unhealthy 
circumstances.

11-16 Ran Morning News (:30)

The West Lafayette Police Department is adding a new "Social Service and Crisis Response Specialist" 
position. A position in which the person will work closely with the West Lafayette Police Department in 
crime and non-crime related issues. The specialist will engage in crisis intervention and refer those 
experiencing mental health issues, homelessness, traumatic events and more to the appropriate local 
resource or agency. W-L-P-D says the position will also provide more training for its officers.

11-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:56)

The first and most important to the chamber is creating liability protections for Hoosier Businesses due to 
COVID-19. The second is raising the states taxes on cigarette's. The third would be to establish a work 
share program that will allow employers to maintain a stable workforce during trying economic times. 
The fourth is to increase incentives to attract remote workers. The final priority is to invest in Indiana's 
digital economy by making broadband available to everyone. Leaders in all four caucuses weighed in on 
the matters. Both sides of the aisle say liability protections are a priority.

11-18 Ran Noon News (:35)

The Salvation Army in Greater Lafayette is gearing up for its Red Kettle kickoff. However, this year it’s 
going to look a little different. The organization is calling it a "Christmas kick-off". This will highlight all the 
Salvation Army has to offer during the holiday season. The Red Kettle kick off is normally held at the 
Tippecanoe Mall. However, due to COVID-19 provisions were made. This Friday at 2 p.m. the Salvation 
Army will hold a virtual event that will explain how you can get involved this year. Lieutenant Rachel 
Johnson says the Salvation Army anticipates a huge increase of clients this year.



11-19 Ran Noon News (:57)

The City of Monticello is finding ways to bring people together *safely for the holidays. Despite how 
unprecedented 20-20 has been, the City of Monticello is still feeling the Christmas spirit. The city is 
collaborating with local media groups to host a "drive-by festival". Businesses and homes are encouraged 
to enter the contest. People will walk the city and view each decorated house or establishment. These are 
pictures from last year's Christmas parade. Dozens of people gathered alongside Main Street to watch 
Christmas floats pass by. Mayor, Cathy Gross, says this year's event is a great and safe alternative for 
families.

11-19 Ran Noon News (:55)

Students say the university is ignoring their cries for help and guidance during a difficult school year. 
Student organizers, Noah Smith and Brian Lee, both say there are several concerns. However one concern 
took students over the edge. Lee says after finding out a student took their life this past weekend, it 
highlighted the university's stubbornness to help students' mental health *and the lack of resources 
available.

11-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (:59)

This afternoon, Walk By Faith Outreach Church hosted a Thanksgiving meal giveaway. Dozens of people 
stopped by to eat and enjoy each others company. This event started about six years ago as a way to 
serve people who are homeless. Since then, it's grown to serve anyone having trouble making ends meet.

11-27 Ran Noon News (:51)

Check this out. The team has been using the popular video app, TikTok, to promote local parks and 
improve morale amid the pandemic. The TikTok account has also served as a hiring tool for the 
department. Earlier in the year, the team posted a fun dance video in the hopes of drawing in applicants. 
Soon after, dozens of hopefuls turned out. Marketing Manager for Lafayette Parks and Recreation hopes 
the videos encourage people to get outside.

12-1 Ran Morning News (:57)

Those shelters doubled as a warming center for many people. When the shelters locked down it 
temporarily took away that resource. To facilitate that need both LUM and LTHC partnered to create a 
temporary day center in Lafayette under the coordination of United Way of Greater Lafayette. The 
organizations are calling the day shelter the LTHC LUM Shelter Annex and it requires people to check in at 
LTHC or LUM for a referral to that temporary day shelter.

12-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:52)

West Lafayette city leaders are giving more than 155-thousand dollars to four local non-profits. This 
comes in effort to combat the effects of hunger and homelessness caused by Covid-19. The YWCA is 
getting 62-hundred dollars. Family Promise will receive 20-thousand. Food Finders is getting more than 
48-thousand. And Lafayette Transitional Housing Center will receive 80-thousand. LTHC's executive 
director says these funds are crucial right now. It will get people out of the shelter and into a home -- in 
turn improving safety for everyone.



12-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:31)

Trustee Don Thompson presented the group's progress to the Board of Trustees this afternoon. He 
highlighted the task force's 9 topics of focus. These include recruiting and retaining more undergraduate 
students, grad students, faculty and staff of color. As well as how to improve safety and wellness, co-
curricular activities and diversity initiatives. A group of recent alumni want to be part of the conversation.
Abby Lemert and Paige Rudin are part of a team who wrote a letter submitted to the task force and the 
trustees. They say recent and soon-to-be graduates are an important voice to have at the table.

12-7 Ran Noon News (:46)

Thousands of lives were claimed in the surprise attack. The Lafayette Veterans Memorial Center wrapped 
up a memorial service just moments ago at the pedestrian bridge in Greater Lafayette. News 18 spoke 
with people at the event. Find out what today's anniversary means to them tonight on News 18 at 5 and 
6.

12-7 Ran Noon News (:53)

Over the weekend, the house held its annual Christmas themed photo-shoot for families. Typically this 
event brings in hundreds of people. It also includes getting pictures taken with Santa. This year looked 
different in order to follow the CDC's recommended safety guidelines. This photo-shoot session is *not 
only traditional but it serves as a fundraiser for the mansion. That's why photographer, Niki Johnson, was 
happy to volunteer to take pictures.

12-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:47)

The workforce housing development is part of Indiana's Moving Forward 2.0 initiative. It features 32 one, 
two and three bedroom affordable units. It's also powered by solar and geothermal energy to eliminate 
utility bills. I spoke today with resident Carole Jarvis. She was living with a friend before she moved into 
H38. She credits the resources there for finding a place to live, a car and a new job as a receptionist at 
Homestead Consulting Services.

12-11 Ran Noon News (:43)

Meals on Wheels has seen a 43% increase in consumers since the pandemic began. The event will provide 
food sacks for Meals on Wheel to distribute. It will take place on Friday, December 11th at Bob Rohrman 
Subaru on Creasy Lane. The canned soup drive is part of Subaru's national Share the Love Event. Until 
January 4th, Subaru will donate 250 dollars for every new Subaru vehicle sold or leased. The money will 
be donated to the purchaser's choice of charity, including Meals on Wheels.

12-22 Ran Noon News (:46)

The Salvation Army is also preparing to gift toys and coats to local organizations in the county. Lieutenant 
Johnson says the Salvation Army typically has left over toys and coats after its annual distribution. She 
says the organization is working to donate the extras to children in places like the Boys & Girls Club, 
Franciscan Health, IU Health Arnett and more. Johnson says none of this is possible without the 
community's help.



12-25 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

The Christmas holiday can typically be a tough time for people in need. Now with Covid making it harder 
to physically connect with others — it's only amplified the struggles. Today, Abounding Love leaders are 
stepping in, in hopes of providing more than just a meal to the community.

12-30 Ran 11 P.M. News (:35)

Senator Mike Braun says he isn't sure if he plans to join republican colleagues in objecting to the 
certification of the electoral colleges votes. This comes as GOP Senator Josh Hawley from Missouri 
announced he plans to challenge the certification. Braun says he doesn't agree with how investigations in 
to what he call "irregularities" in certain states were handled.  He feels the federal government shouldn't 
be weighing in on election results. He thinks investigations should be left up to the states. Braun plans to 
listen to what objections Senator Hawley has.



Education

A yearly tradition that many look forward to is going virtual. See how Purdue Space Day is changing to 
keep their guests safe. During an election year many people’s attention is paid to the presidential race, 
but the West Lafayette school board race is heating up. COVID-19 is making the hunt for substitute 
teachers difficult. Lafayette School Corporation is getting creative with how they recruit new subs. 



10-1 Ran Morning News (:45)

Purdue's 25-th annual "Space Day" event scheduled for October 24th won’t look like normal. It'll be 
virtual this year. It's all designed to give students grades 3 through 8. An inside look at STEM related 
topics including aeronautics and astronautics. Four former astronauts will be guests at the virtual event. 
More than 25-hundred students have signed up. That's a new record. Purdue plans to mail students 
packages before Space Day kicks off.

10-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35) 

The letter was sent by the RDP-PAC. That stands for Red Devil Pride Political Action Committee. The letter 
says the PAC wants to raise 40-thousand-dollars for two incumbents and two other candidates. Both the 
current chairperson Dianne Sautter and the past chairperson West Lafayette Mayor John Dennis say they 
had no knowledge of the letter before it was sent. But, Sautter says anyone who runs for office has an 
agenda. In the case of the four candidates backed by the PAC she says their agenda is to maintain the 
administration's current trajectory.

10-2 Ran Noon News (:40)

The Board of Trustees approved Daniels' at-risk pay at 89 percent this morning. That's down from last's 
years 103 percent approval. Daniels' scored lowest in fundraising and global student enrollment. A 
Purdue news release says it was expected with the impact of the pandemic. He gets more than 191-
thousand in at-risk funds on top of his 430-thousand-5-hundred base salary. Daniels is forfeiting nearly 
24-thousand dollars. This is the second lowest performance rating. He scored 88 percent for 2016- 2017.

10-6 Ran Morning News (:41)

In order to ensure safety, the university implemented the Protect Purdue Pledge before the fall semester 
started. The pledge has served as a guideline for students, faculty and staff to follow in order to ensure 
safety on campus. Purdue President, Mitch Daniels, says the pledge has been an important part to 
Purdue's success. Along with the Pledge, the university has implemented stricter cleaning procedures. 
Daniels said since the beginning of the fall semester, there has been *one specific goal at the top of his 
mind.

10-5 Ran Morning News (:35)

Jana Conn will be running against Chris Dyer from that group. Both are challenging current board 
member, Ryan Allbaugh. This is for the Burlington District seat. Conn is a teacher who worked at Carroll 
Schools for 26 years. She now teaches in Logansport. She hopes to give back to the community that 
taught her so much.

10-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

Residents are getting the chance to meet the candidates for West Lafayette school board. As we've 
previously reported there are 15 people vying for a spot on the board. The Russell Company is hosting a 
meet and greet to let voters meet the people on the ballot. Each candidate gets three mintutes to speak 
to the crowd. Guests are then invited to meet and mingle after all candidates have had their turn to 
speak. There will be no debates, public Q and A or endorsements. It's just a chance for the community to 
meet the candidates.



10-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33)

Purdue University is catering to students who are currently missing out on travel abroad opportunities 
with a virtual option. It's designed to give students the opportunity to consume information from 
different cultures from other regions of the world. And it covers a variety of academic studies. Ten 
programs that include around 100 students are currently taking place in the new program this fall on 
campus. And all 10 college's are included. Purdue's Dean of International Programs says this is an 
opportunity for students to broaden their horizons.

10-12 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35) 

Due to COVID-19 the school district has been having a hard time finding substitute teachers. The district 
hopes by increasing pay for substitutes they will be able to retain more qualified individuals. 
Superintendent Les Huddle says this will help teachers who have had to take on extra responsibilities.

10-14 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:12)

The Bell Tower here at the center of Purdue's campus has encouraged everyone who sees it to reach one 
brick higher. It's a motto synonymous with the University. And a landmark that's celebrating it's 25th 
birthday! The Bell Tower donning its own anniversary bow. Celebrating a quarter century since its 
dedication. In an effort to replace the original bell tower that stood at the old Heavilon Hall on campus

10-19 Ran Noon News (:45) 

Welding students at Twin Lakes High School are making strides to help a homeowner who lives along Lake 
Freeman. Water levels on Lake Freeman have now dropped 10 feet. As we've been reporting, it's causing 
the sea wall to buckle in some areas. Becky Yoder is an English teacher at Twin Lakes High School. She 
lives near some of the deepest parts on Lake Freeman. This is how her sea wall should be. However, this 
is what it looks like now. Yoder decided to have welding students fix the problem. The students spent four 
days fixing it. Senior, Garret Owens, is excited to have this hand-on experience while helping the 
community.

10-21 Ran Noon News (:33)

Purdue University has extended the deadline for students to switch from receiving a letter grade to pass 
or not pass for fall courses. The Purdue Senate made the recommendation during its monthly meeting. 
Students will now have until December 4-th to make that switch with advisor approval.  The minimum 
grade to receive a pass is defined as a C minus. Pass, or not pass grades, are not used in computing G-P-
A's. Students will also have a reading day on November 4-th to give both instructors and students the 
opportunity to take a break from instruction this fall.

10-26 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35)

The Benton Community School Board hosted a public meeting tonight regarding the contract for the new 
superintendent. Interim Superintendent Gregg Hoover retired after last school year. Tonight, dozens of 
teachers showed up for the meeting. The board made it clear they were only taking public comment 
about the contract. The base salary for the new superintendent is overall lower than that of Hoover's.



10-27 Ran Noon News (:35)

The decision came as the school reviewed it's COVID-19 data and contact investigation. This is a according 
to a letter sent out by the school superintendent, Keith Thackery. The school will continue E-learning until 
November 10th. At this time, there is no change for Carroll Elementary.

10-27 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32)

Six licensed centers in the area right now serve nearly three thousand children under the age of five. 
Businesses and non-profits recently partnered to open a new child care center in Goodland. Newton 
County government also invested 375-thousand dollars in the new Right Steps Goodland location. Right 
Steps President and CEO Debi (De-Bruin) DeBruyn says the new center could boost the economy.

11-3 Ran Noon News (:35) 

Thanksgiving and Christmas break are now combined. This means when students leave for Thanksgiving 
break within the next few weeks, they will not return to campus until January. Purdue President Mitch 
Daniels says the university has thought a lot about this. I asked Daniels what his expectations are for 
students when the break begins.

11-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

Superintendent Scott  Hanback says the increase in COVID-19 cases has impacted TSC's ability to staff 
buildings, provide transportation, and maintain operational integrity. Students at McCutcheon and 
Harrison High Schools will start remote learning tomorrow. All other schools will shift to remote on 
Wednesday. TSC plans to return to in-person instruction after Thanksgiving Break on Monday, November 
30th. Sports games and practices are also cancelled during that period.

11-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

According to LSC superintendent Les Huddle the district plans to continue offering students the option to 
attend school virtually. This as the states COVID-19 numbers continue to be high. He says they will also 
continue to enforce COVID-19 protocol during the second semester as well. They do not planning on 
easing up on restrictions. They will continue to have both students and staff wear Masks while inside and 
continue to social distance classrooms.

11-10 Ran Noon News (:33)

20-percent of Purdue's undergraduate population are the *first in their families to attend a four-year 
institution. The university has several on campus resources that help these students navigate the system. 
Michelle Ashcraft is the Director for "Purdue Promise". They work with Indiana's 21st Century Scholars 
who choose to attend Purdue. She says one of the most important things they do is provide people who 
are ready to answer questions and give guidance to students.

11-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:38)

TODAY Tippecanoe School Corporation fully moved to remote learning for at least two weeks. The district 
made the move because so many bus drivers, staff and teachers are quarantined. Districts in Lafayette 
and West Lafayette still have enough personnel to maintain day-to-day operations. West Lafayette 
Schools Superintendent Rocky Killion says the spread is happening during social interactions after school 
hours and over the weekend.



11-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:56)

Enrolled students will work toward obtaining a class-A CDL license. The program is covered by federal 
student loans. The trucking industry has experienced a driver shortage for some time. It's a problem that 
has become even more apparent with COVID-19. Indiana Motor Truck Association president Gary 
Langston believes the program is a significant step toward ending the shortage.

11-12 Ran Noon News (:34)

The university is requiring all students are tested for COVID before the start of the 2021 spring semester. 
That's according to a news release from Purdue. Students also must be cleared by the Protect Purdue 
Health Center before moving in and going to classes. International students must self-quarantine for 14 
days and be tested before coming to campus. The free testing will be coordinated by the university's 
health center. We have more information on Purdue's Spring plan on WLFI dot com.

11-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27)

The announcement comes as more students are going into quarantine due to contact tracing ... or testing 
positive for COVID-19. E-learning is set to continue through Thanksgiving break. All extracurricular 
activities will also be suspended from Monday, November 16 through Tuesday, November 24. All other L-
S-C schools will continue to operate as they are now.

11-17 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:40)

Our top story tonight - Educators in West Lafayette are reminding lawmakers the Red for Ed isn't dead. 
Today they held a parade to encourage lawmakers not to cut funding from public schools. I talked with 
teachers about this and other concerns they have for the upcoming legislative session. The first official 
day of the legislative session is Monday January 6th.

11-19 Ran Noon News (:45)

Jenner previously served as a vice president at Ivy Tech Community College. She has also worked as a 
career and technical education teacher in Kentucky. Jenner will focus on helping schools navigate through 
the coronavirus pandemic. She will also shape state policy on education funding, school accountability 
and testing. This marks the first time in more than a century that the state schools chief is *not decided 
by voters.

11-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

A reminder for West side parents starting tomorrow, West Lafayette Intermediate School is going to e-
learning for a few days because of so many quarantines there. In a letter to parents, the school 
corporation says e-learning will be Monday and Tuesday. On-site instruction is expected to resume on 
Monday, November 30th after the Thanksgiving Holiday. West Lafayette Elementary and Junior-Senior 
High School will continue in-person instruction on Monday and Tuesday.



11-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

This is a situation that caused some people in the Carroll Consolidated community to say 'What is going 
on? And it seemed to snowball from there. It all took place during the first five minutes of the November 
10th meeting. And the agenda said nothing about this vote. To add some context to this situation, this 
was the first meeting after the election. Challenging candidates Amanda Redmon and Billy Lytle both won 
their races. Board president Patrick Hickner announced that board member John Johnson handed in his 
resignation two days after the election.

11-24 Ran 10 P.M. News (:54)

This comes as some colleges haven't made this commitment due to lack of revenue from the COVID-19 
pandemic. At the end of the spring semester of 20-20, the school reimbursed a portion of room and 
board for students since they went to a virtual learning environment. Chip Timmons is the Dean for 
Enrollment Management. He says they want to make sure students are able to continue to attend school 
since many families are facing trying economic times due to the pandemic.

12-1 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:51)

Her daughter, Aiyana, had been virtual learning when they decided to give in-person learning a try after 
being assured COVID protocols are being taken seriously by everyone in the school. However Aiyana soon 
became uncomfortable by what she saw. She said her bus driver didn't wear a mask multiple times.
She said she also saw some people not wearing their masks properly. When Shipp tried to get Aiyana back 
to virtual learning, she says she was told it wasn't possible. Eventually the entire family became COVID 
positive, including their high risk grandmother, who is still in the ICU after several weeks. They are 
convinced they contracted virus from the school.

12-7 Ran 10 P.M. News (:53)

Dr. Rocky Killion told the board about half of their classes were in quarantine. And they had to shut down 
due to staffing issues. The school district has followed statewide trends, with an increase in cases in this 
past few weeks. However, Dr. Killion says strong cooperation with protocols from staff and students has 
lead to an overall successful semester.

12-14 Ran Noon News (:56)

The 20-21 Spring commencement will take place at Ross-Ade Stadium. It's to allow graduates to share the 
special experience safely with family and friends. It's set for 10 a.m. Saturday, May 15th. As we previously 
reported, the COVID-19 pandemic led Purdue to hold its May, August and December commencement 
ceremonies virtually. Graduates will receive their diploma, and cover, in-person as they check in for the 
ceremony. Names will be shown on the stadium video boards before and during the ceremony.



Transportation and Infrastructure 

WLFI is keeping drivers informed with updates on road-closing crashes around the area. As well as 
keeping viewers up to date on the multiple construction projects that continue through the pandemic. 
West Lafayette released more details on their new Cumberland park dog park. With the vaccine on the 
horizon and so is the finish date for the Tippecanoe County fairgrounds project. Much of the new pavilion 
is finished and should be on time for the 2021 fair.  



10-5 Ran Morning News (:35)

A heads up before you head out to work this morning. You could experience some delays if taking I-65 
southbound. Just hours ago, crews put out a semi fire near the one-54 mile marker. Take a look at your 
screen. That's just a few miles south of the state road 28 exit in Clinton county. News 18 This Morning 
talked with ISP Trooper, Connelly, just hours ago. He told us they are not yet sure what may have caused 
the fire. We could confirm, however, that *no one* was injured. Trooper Connelly told News 18 the 
northbound lanes are not affected.

10-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

Construction on the Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds is ahead of schedule and under budget. Covid-19 
canceling this year's fair allowed crews to get about a month-and-a-half ahead. Several projects were cut 
from the original plans to stay within the budget. About a million dollars was saved since work started. 
The money is going to several projects. That includes replacing the leaky swine barn roof. More asphalt 
for parking and room dividers in the west wing of the coliseum are also now a part of the plan.

10-5 Ran 10 P.M. News (:41)

If you've driven through main street in Delphi recently, you have probably noticed the barricades blocking 
the front of the building. It collapsed on August 14th. Mayor Anita Werling says it collapsed because the 
central drain on the roof became clogged. That caused severe water damage which led to the roof 
collapsing. Building owner Erik Hageman presented the plan at tonight’s meeting. He said they could be 
finished with demolition as early as January if they start now. Hear from a former tenant of the building 
about how bad the damage was tomorrow on News 18 at 10 and 11.

10-5 Ran 10 P.M. News (:30)

Construction on the Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds is ahead of schedule and under budget. Covid-19 
canceling this year's fair allowed crews to get about a month-and-a-half ahead. Several projects were cut 
from the original plans to stay within the budget. About a million dollars were saved since work started. 
The money is going to several projects. That includes replacing the leaky swine barn roof. More asphalt 
for parking and room dividers in the west wing of the coliseum are also now a part of the plan.

10-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35)

West Lafayette is one step closer to an overhaul of Salisbury Street. The city has finished getting the 
public's input. Now, it's working on the final design phase. The plan is to make Salisbury Street more 
pedestrian friendly from Grant to Kalberer Road. That's the site of the new Wellness and Aquatic Center. 
Work includes adding a trail from the north end to the city center. There will also be new lighting and 
road patching. Another step will narrow certain parts of the street. Development director Erin Easter says 
this is an important part of improving safety.

10-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33)

The million-dollar project was made possible through a state grant and donations from both Tippecanoe 
and Benton County Commissioners. Any other cost was paid through donations. That includes the 
property of a former nursing home which was donated to the town. The hall has banquet space and a 
conference room. It also houses the clerk/treasurer's office and police department. Clerk/Treasurer 
Treeva Sarles says it's a dream come true.



10-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:34) 

The Greater Lafayette Civic Theater is asking for the public's help as it struggles through the pandemic. It's 
one of the many organizations hit hard by the pandemic. Since it cannot hold performances, it's losing 
money from ticket sales. It's received some state grant money, but it's not enough. So, members had to 
get creative. They started a virtual variety show called "Natural Distancing". It started when artist, Craig 
Martin, created a colorful set. Artists and performers were then asked to come and get inspired. The 
nearly hour long show was created through that inspiration.

10-7 Ran Noon News (:55)

The seawall at the Sportsman Inn began to crumble Tuesday. Shorescape Incorporated Owner Dave 
Jordan says this is a growing problem throughout Lake Freeman. His company builds and repairs seawalls. 
Jordan says there's no pressure from the water to keep it from collapsing because levels are so low. And 
the Sportsman Inn isn't the only place with this problem. However, the low lake is creating issues when it 
comes to getting his equipment on the water.

10-7 Ran 10 P.M. News (:55)

The transportation system recently conducted a system wide analysis of over 800 bus stops in their 
system. During that analysis the transportation system looked at what bus stops needed shelters or didn't 
have direct access to a sidewalk. Now they are revamping six frequently used stops to make 
transportation more accessible to people who may have a disability. You can see stops that will be 
updated on your screen now. Bryce Gipson the Manager of Development at City Bus says this process is 
something that needed to be done.

10-8 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45)

Many of the buildings in downtown Attica were built in the mid 1800's. While some of historic building 
are still standing several are dilapidated. Recently the city purchased several of the building and have 
began tearing them down. Duane Roderick the Mayor of Attica says demolishing the buildings isn't 
something they wanted to do, but that it was something that needed to be done.

10-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

As News 18 previously reported, Holcomb is investing millions of dollars to expand broadband to Indiana's 
rural areas. But Sherry Cole says Pyrmont has been left out of the mix. The Cole family recently sent a 
letter to Holcomb detailing their difficulties to find reliable internet over the past 15 years. Her husband 
Troy posted the letter to a Pyrmont Facebook group. One of those challenges was completing online 
assignments while Rossville schools transitioned to e-learning last week.

10-9 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35)

West Lafayette will soon have a new off leash dog park. The Dog park will be located inside Happy Hallow 
Park. The parks department says every five years they put together a master plan. Part of that plan is 
asking the community what they would like to see. Community members were eager to see an off leash 
dog park created in West Lafayette. Kathy Lozano the Superintendent of the West Lafayette Parks 
Department say this dog park will be different than the one across the river in Lafayette. They won’t 
require people to have a fob to get inside.



10-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

The department needs more storage to archive virtual court hearings. 47-thousand dollars is being spent 
to enclose the desk in the jail lobby. More than 120-thousand dollars will help set up a clinic to administer 
COVID-19 vaccines. Amanda Balser with the health department says the clinic could see thousands of 
people a day. It can also be set aside for the 2022 budget. That's when officials are expecting another 
shortfall of income tax revenue. Reporting live in Lafayette, Joe Paul News 18.

10-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:47)

The New West Lafayette Wellness Center is one step closer to being finished. The West Lafayette's Parks 
Department hosted a walk-through this morning to give the public an idea of how it's all coming together. 
The tour started downstairs with a brief Q and A session with mayor John Dennis and other city and park's 
department leaders. WLFI got to see first-hand the progress of tile-work.. lighting fixtures being installed 
and the gym floor before being sealed. We didn't get to see every room in the new facility.. but Mayor 
Dennis gave some insight behind each amenity chosen.

10-13 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35) 

So far around 30 miles of fiber optic cable has been deployed. The company Mainstream Fiber Networks 
will eventually deploy over 100 miles of cable. This will allow residents and business to have access to 
high speed internet. That's something the county has struggled with for years. A study at Purdue showed 
that Benton county was the second worst county in the state when it came to having access to high speed 
internet. That's why Mainstream Fiber Networks wanted to invest in the Benton County Community.

10-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

In an update to a story we first brought to you last month, a four way traffic signal is getting installed in 
Romney Wednesday. As News 18 previously reported, the signal is being put in at U.S. 231 and State Road 
28. A recent traffic count showed an increase in traffic there. That led INDOT to add a permanent four-
way signal.

10-19 Ran Noon News (:30)

Power is back on for hundreds of Duke Energy customers in Battle Ground. Dan Rhodes with Duke Energy 
says there was a transmission outage in the area at 8 a.m. Power was turned back on about two hours 
later. Rhodes says he could not give an immediate cause for the outage.

10-19 Ran 6 P.M. News (:37) 

According to Chief John Cox, the department has received multiple complaints about users speeding 
through campus or not stopping at crosswalks. Speeds are limited to 15 miles per hour on cycle and 
multi-use paths. Patrols will take place in high traffic areas throughout campus. Cox says the increased 
patrols will take place on four random days. They will occur during the day and at night.



10-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

I spoke with City Engineer Jeromy Grenard this morning. He told me this will serve as a cost saving 
alternative to resurfacing roadways. According to Grenard, a typical road resurface lasts 7 to 10 years. 
This process adds an additional three to five years of roadway life when applied. It can also be reapplied 
several times, cutting costs in the long run. Grenard says the treatment will improve the quality of 
roadways around town.

10-20 Ran Morning News (:35)

New this morning, the Tippecanoe County Health Department is responding to Ohio and Chicago's latest 
travel restriction on Indiana. The decision comes after Indiana sees several record-breaking days in 
confirmed cases. Administrator at the Tippecanoe County Health Department, Khala Hochstedler, says 
cases in Indiana are currently worse than they were earlier this year. She says Indiana does *not require 
quarantine of residents who traveled to other hot spots. She says that should be considered as cases 
continue to rise in the state.

10-21 Ran Noon News (:45)

A new traffic signal is being installed at the intersection of 5th and South streets in Downtown Lafayette. 
The intersection is not closed. However - drivers should be aware that the traffic lights will be removed 
during construction and the intersection will become a two-way stop. There are two stop signs 
northbound, and southbound, on 5th street. Cross traffic on South Street will not have to stop. The City of 
Lafayette is urging drivers to be cautious of temporary lane restrictions and street crews in the area.

10-21 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

Yeager Road will soon get two-point-seven million dollars in improvements. The road will be 
reconstructed from Sagamore Parkway to Cumberland Avenue. The plan calls for a center left-turn lane 
and a shared-use path. The city has budgeted 300-thousand dollars to purchase adjacent property to 
widen the road. West Lafayette City Engineer Mitchell Lankford says the corridor is attracting more 
housing developments. It's also a thoroughfare for industries at Purdue Research Park.

10-21 Ran 10 P.M. News (:26)

The West Lafayette Public Library is one step closer to expanding. The Libraries new plan was approved at 
this evenings Tippecanoe County Area Plan Commission Meeting. Originally the West Lafayette Library in 
Chancy Village was going have a three story expansion. The new plan will only have a two story 
expansion. Ryan O'Gara Assistant Director of the APC says they've also re-worked some outdoor areas to 
better accommodate the urban area.

10-22 Ran 5 P.M. News (:21) 

Tibbo took off from Purdue airport this morning. He says the plane lost electrical power mid-flight. That 
caused the fuel pump to fail and the engine to shut off. He dodged power lines and cars before stopping 
in front of the theater. Jamie Humbarger was on a walk when she saw the plane go down. She says the 
aircraft was completely silent as it came in for a landing.



10-23 Ran Morning News (:30)

Water in Battle Ground is managed by the Water Conservancy Board not the town. The goal of the 
petition is to dissolve the board and merge the entity with the town. Raderstorf plans to file the petition 
to the Circuit Courts. He served on the Battle Ground Town Council from 2017 to 2019. Raderstorf says 
because the town is so small there shouldn't be two separate government entities. He says after years of 
complaining people are starting to put the puzzles pieces together and are fed up with the water issue.

10-26 Ran Noon News (:30)

So far the city has repaved or reconstructed seven miles of roadway in Lafayette. You can see some of the 
major projects on your screen right now. They've also used their asphalt rejuvenator on another 10 miles 
of roadway. That comes out to a total of eight million dollars spent on city streets in 20-20. Crews were 
repaving all the way through December last year. But City Engineer Jeromy Grenard says most of the 
projects on this year's master list are already finished.

11-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27)

I'm told the brief pause hasn't slowed things down. Construction is still on track to be finished by 
December. Or possibly January if the weather doesn't cooperate. The pandemic has slowed down some 
other projects here at Columbian Park. Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski says it's shaken up the global 
supply chain. That means they'll have to wait until next year for the arrival of penguins for the zoo's new 
exhibit. As well as the materials to build the new carousel.

11-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:28) 

Two CityBus drivers have tested positive for coronavirus. The company says it learned of both positive 
test results today. The first employee last drove a bus last Friday, October 30th. Those were the 1-A 
Market Square and 4-A Tippeecanoe Mall routes.

11-3 Ran Noon News (:35) 

This would be on the south side of Columbia Street between 6th and 7th streets. This construction will 
cost 45-million dollars. It will include roughly 500 to 600 parking spaces. A public meeting will be held on 
November 19th to discuss the future visions of the new construction. Social distancing guidelines and the 
mask mandate will be in place. The meeting will be held at the Long Center of the Performing Arts.

11-5 Ran 6 P.M. News (:35) 

Once the seats are installed 2,600 people will be able to enjoy the baseball games that will be played 
here. 1,910 of those will fixed lower level seats next to the field. However the mayor says this stadium is 
about more then baseball. They plan to use the stadium for concerts.. other sporting events like soccer 
and community events. The mayor did make a big announcement today. According to Lafayette Mayor 
Tony Roswarski the Purdue Baseball team will also be using the field in the near future for pre-season 
practices. He says this stadium is not only about recreation but also economic development.



11-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

Construction was about to finish in about a month. But piers driven deep in the ground failed to hold the 
tank in place. And groundwater pressure was so strong the massive tank began to float. Now the 10 
million dollar project is beyond repair. And nothing is left but a pile of rubble and rebar as crews rip out 
the tank and piers to start over. Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski says the contractor Bowen Engineering 
will rebuild the structure at no cost to the city. It's a standalone project that won't stop the city from 
upgrading other parts of the water system.

11-6 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45)

The city says the closure is due to the recent surge of COVID-19 cases in Tippecanoe County. The 
temporary closure is set to begin Thursday, November 12th and will be re-evaluated after two weeks. If 
you need to make water, sewer or stormwater payments here's what you can do. You can pay with a Visa, 
MasterCard or Discover card at lafayette-pay dot com. You can also make a payment over the phone or 
mail a check to the billing office.

11-8 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:38)

The legacy of a fallen Frankfort soldier is living on through a city landmark. A downtown bridge is now 
dedicated to Staff Sergeant Jamie Jarboe. His family says his wish was to leave a positive impact on 
others. As News 18's Micah Upshaw shows us, wishes can come true.

11-12 Ran Morning News (:45)

Breaking this morning, crews are hoping to learn more about an overnight fire. It started around 3  at 
Simply Self Storage in Lafayette. Take a look at your screen. That's right behind the Meijer store. Not 
much is known at this time, but News 18 was able to see multiple storage units on fire while we were 
there. The units that seemed to be affected most were on the northern most side of the complex. 
Multiple fire trucks were on scene attempting to control the spread of the fire. Like we said, this story is 
developing. We will bring you any updaters on air and online at WLFI dot com.

11-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:49) 

The county distributed it's first survey in July. Nearly 600 people participated, the county was anticipating 
only a hundred participants. The first survey introduced nine county transportation improvement ideas. 
Tim Stroshine with the county Area Plan Commission says the responses are helping the county find a 
focus. He said the top three improvements people want to see include: transportation safety, providing 
more transportation options, and expanding sidewalks and bike trails.

11-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:44)

And for those of you who may be heading out this evening, you'll want to keep an eye out for lane 
changes on I-65. Crews will be moving a concrete barrier wall on the interstate over the Wabash River in 
Tippecanoe County. Traffic will be moved over to the I-65 northbound permanent lanes. I-65 southbound 
will be shifted into the median travel lanes for the winter months. This project is scheduled to start 
around 9 p-m.



11-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31)

The program they're investing in is called "Tree Plotter." It works to help track tree maintenance, 
inventory and answer the tree questions they often receive from community members. Neighborhood 
Vitality leader Bryce Patz says being able to track this information is crucial. Once they can figure out how 
much capture carbon and storm water the current trees are capturing. They can figure out how to move 
forward in planting more. Patz says starting this process now, means we could see a much healthier 
community later.

11-30 Ran 10 P.M. News (:31)

As we dive deeper into the colder months, local authorities are urging caution and to watch out for 
changing road conditions. Back in 2018, more than 55 thousand crashes happened within the months of 
January, February and December. About 15 percent of those crashes were speed-related. That's 
according to data referenced on the state of Indiana's website. The Clinton County Sheriff's Office 
reminded drivers on Facebook Sunday to slow down. The sheriff's office also says to to allow extra time to 
reach your destination.

12-1 Ran Noon News (:52)

Back in 20-18, more than 55 thousand crashes happened within the months of January, February and 
December. About 15 percent of those crashes were speed-related. That's according to data referenced 
on Indiana's website. Indiana State Police Sergeant, John Perrine, says to slow down and do not tailgate 
specifically as drivers try to share the clearest lane they can find.

12-1 Ran 10 P.M. News (:53)

Her daughter, Aiyana, had been virtual learning when they decided to give in-person learning a try after 
being assured COVID protocols are being taken seriously by everyone in the school. However Aiyana soon 
became uncomfortable by what she saw. She said her bus driver didn't wear a mask multiple times. She 
said she also saw some people not wearing their masks properly. When Shipp tried to get Aiyana back to 
virtual learning, she says she was told it wasn't possible. Eventually the entire family became COVID 
positive, including their high risk grandmother, who is still in the ICU after several weeks. They are 
convinced they contracted virus from the school.

12-7 Ran 10 P.M. News (:27)

According to the Indiana Department of Transportation, crews will work on paving operations. The work 
is set to take place roughly four miles north of State Road 47. It will start on December 9th and end on 
the 10th. Workers will be performing maintenance from 4 in the morning until Noon on each of those 
days. INDOT is encouraging drivers to slow down and drive carefully through the work zone.

12-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (:37)

The Wabash River Enhancement Corporation is starting a planning project to develop a Wabash River 
Greenway Corridor Master plan. This will be along a 90-mile section of the Wabash Corridor going 
through Fountain, Warren, Tippecanoe, Carroll and Cass Counties. The W-R-E-C says they plan to enhance 
the recreational, historical and cultural experiences along the Wabash.



12-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (:34)

The City of Logansport council has approved submitting a federal grant application for 1.35-million 
dollars. It passed 4 to 3. This is for ADA accessible pedestrian routes and accessibility improvements 
around four local schools. The money would help fund nearly a half mile of new trails and new sidewalks.
In a press release sent from Mayor Chris Martin's office, he says this will be a huge benefit for the 
Logansport Community School Corporation by providing safer routes to school. The grant money would 
cover 80-percent of the proposed 1.65-million dollar improvement project.

12-10 Ran 6 P.M. News (:41)

A  58-year-old woman is hospitalized…after being hit by a CityBus in Lafayette. Police say the bus had just 
dropped off a passenger near State Road 38 on Wednesday. When it pulled away from the bus stop, 
Melody McKinney was crossing the road. One of the bus's tires hit her leg. Police say she was expected to 
undergo surgery for non-life threatening injuries.

12-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (2:04)

As News 18 previously reported, the Carroll County Jail is overcrowded and often pays to transport and 
house inmates at other county jails. The new jail would add more than 100 beds and was initially 
estimated to cost about 14 million dollars. But Plue says the construction manager hired by county 
commissioners delivered bids more than five million dollars over budget. He says the cost was too high to 
move forward considering the county's general fund and the current economic situation.

12-11 Ran 11 P.M. News (:53)

The funds are being awarded by the Indiana Department of Transportation's Community Crossings 
program. In total, more than 240 cities, towns and counties will receive funding. The funds can be used 
toward any approved road or bridge construction project. This is the first round of money awarded since 
a brief pause due to the pandemic. Tippecanoe County will receive 600 thousand dollars from the grant. 
Highway Department Director Stewart Kline says the money will be used towards bridge projects. "This 
application allows us to do repairs and redacts to seven bridges across the county.” Kline says the grant 
allows the county to complete double the amount of maintenance in a given year. In order to be eligible, 
local overnments must provide matching funds.

12-17 Ran 11 P.M. News (:33)

Minutes ago, the Duke Energy website updated ... only showing about four customers without power. 
The outage originally impacted about three thousand customers. The reports started coming in at about 
7:30 this evening. We've been keeping in touch with Duke Energy spokesman Dan Rhodes. He says the 
outage was due to quote "equipment failure." He says the outage took place along 4th street near Miller 
Elementary School. Rhodes says crews are still working to fix the problem for the remaining outages.

12-22 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:30)

For nine months the Tippecanoe County Jail was able to keep COVID-19 out of it's facility. However.. the 
jail has since had multiple cases which has made some show concern for their loved ones currently being 
held at the jail. I talked with one person who shared those concerns as well as the sheriff who addressed 
them. 



12-22 Ran 11 P.M. News (:55)

Leaders here at the West Lafayette Library say they need more space.
Since the start of the pandemic, they say that more and more people are taking advantage of the library 
resources. Whether it be checking out a book, using the free internet for work, or bringing kids to a safe 
environment.

12-22 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:30)

If, in fact, she does not live in Wabash Township, then she should, in fact, resign." Wabash Township 
board members are calling for Democratic Trustee Jennifer Teising to resign. The board alleged in an 
email to Teising Monday morning that she now lives in Florida. Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski, one of 
Tippecanoe County's highest ranking Democrats, says Teising should step down if the allegations are true. 
"Obviously, we would not support somebody breaking the rules, someobdy not following state law as it 
pertains to residency or anything else."

12-22 Ran Noon News (:59)

Since the start of the pandemic, leaders say they've seen more people taking advantage of the library's 
resources. Construction will begin in January for renovations to the West Lafayette Public Library. The 
library will still operate out of its main building. However, they will be moving some services out to 
another location. The library is currently having positive negotiations with the West Lafayette Community 
School Corporation. This is about using Happy Hollow as the off site location. They plan to build a brand 
new child and teen addition. The library Board President says this renovation is about meeting the current 
needs of the community.

12-30 Ran 11 P.M. News (:34)

Tippecanoe County's new COVID-19 vaccination center is now expected to open in mid to late January.  
That's according to Tippecanoe County Health Officer Dr. Jeremy Adler/As we previously reported, county 
signed a temporary agreement to lease the former H.H. Gregg store at the Tippecanoe Mall. The site will 
serve as the county's new place for the general public to receive the COVID - 19  vaccine. Under the 
current lease, the county will rent the building from January 1st through June 30th. County leaders 
originally hoped to have the building ready by the first week of January.


