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Agriculture, Business and Healthcare

Not being able to find the groceries you want or need is always a problem and with many 
Marsh locations closing throughout our viewing area that can be a reality. A family grocery 
chain out of Ohio is coming to the rescue though. Winter months and closer contact with more 
people means you’re going to be sick more often, but could the weather also be a factor? 
Citizens in Carroll County will soon be able to breathe easier knowing that more of the criminals 
arrested in their communities will have a cell to be kept in. 



1-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:29) 

Logansport is getting two new grocery stores. This comes after two Marsh Supermarkets in the area 
closed -- leaving many in what the mayor calls a food desert. Marsh Supermarket filed for bankruptcy in 
20-17, closing all 41 stores in Indiana and Ohio.
Logansport Mayor Dave Kitchell announced that Lafayette entrepreneur Paul Singh has purchased both 
former Marsh buildings.The new stores will be called (GO-THRUS) Gothras Neighborhood Market. 
Mayor Kitchell says Singh's investment in Logansport is doing more than just providing a grocery store.

1-2 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:10) 

Many people work to change habits at the start of a new year. And for some it includes doing a better 
job of managing their money. News 18's Demie Johnson talked with a certified financial planner and 
shares his advice on preparing for retirement. 

1-4 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:39)

Our top story tonight - A 560,000 square foot international packaging company broke ground in 
Lebanon. DS Smith is Lebanon's largest economic development to date. I sat down with the Mayor Matt 
Gentry to discuss the role the company will play in the community. 

1-9 Ran Morning News (1:41)

Could the weather be a reason why you can't seem to get over that nasty cold weather. Health experts 
are saying absolutely. As News 18's Micah Upshaw reports, it's no coincidence that sickness and winter 
time go together.. but it might not always be in the way you expect.

1-10 Ran Morning News (:45)

The Lafayette Family Medicine facility just opened to patients this week. It's located off Creasy Lane near 
Unity Healthcare. Nurse Practitioner Ryan Fay is offering a treatment for people who have alcohol use 
disorder. The technique he is using is called the Sinclair Method. He perscibes patients to take 
naltrexone one hour prior to drinking alcohol. Fay says this pill works by blocking the positive feedback 
in the brain people get from drinking. This causes a gradual reduction in alcohol consumption over 
about nine months.

1-10 Ran Noon News (:34) 

New this midday - a man is in jail after leading Tippecanoe County deputies on a high speed, three 
county chase Wednesday. Chief Deputy Terry Ruley says it started when a deputy tried to pull over a 



vehicle on Schuyler Avenue. Ruley says Joshua Coleman did not stop and merged onto I-65 South. The 
vehicle reached speeds of 90 to 100 miles per hour. Coleman swerved and missed stop sticks twice. He 
eventually pulled over north of Lebanon.

1-10 Ran 5 P.M.  News (:50)

If temperatures dip below 10 degrees in the evening, Transitional Housing will remain open until 8:30 
PM instead of closing at 6 PM. This will give the people who take advantage of LTHC's services a warm 
place to stay until Lafayette Urban Ministry's emergency shelter opens at 9 PM. Jennifer Layton says the 
hours extension is dedicated to the safety of the homeless in the area.

1-10 Ran 6 P.M. News (:50) 

This afternoon many from around the community joined in the First Baptist Church reception facility. 
Those who are in need of toiletries and clothing were able to have those items for free. Things such as 
toothpaste, soap, coats, and pants were provided as well as a free hot meal.

1-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50) 

Purdue University is known for its breakthroughs in research. In 20-18, it reached a *different* 
milestone with the creation of more than 200 startup companies. 60 of them by students. Purdue 
leaders created an initiative in 20-13 to give students the rights to their inventions and ideas. Before 
then, it was hard for students to create startups according to Purdue's President Mitch Daniels. He says 
reaching this milestone is the beginning of a bright future for the university and the community.

1-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

The Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau or TTB issues permits for new businesses to open, craft a 
new beer or wine, or create labeling for a product. That agency is currently closed. People's Brewery 
owner tells News 18 the brewery will be able to make it through the shutdown. However it will be 
impacted as soon as the government opens back up. Owner Chris Johnson it's going to take the TTB a 
while to catch up on permits.

1-16 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45) 

Greater Lafayette Commerce announced the winner of small business of the year tonight. It was 
awarded to Turning Pointe Academy for the performing arts in West Lafayette. The small business offers 
dance programs, group fitness, youth programs and piano and vocal lessons. Nine recipients were up for 
the award, but ultimately the GLC chose TPA because of its success and growth within the community. 
The owner of Turning Pointe says her education background has helped has business thrive and she 
loves being able to positively impact people's lives in the community.

1-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:60) 

Many have already begun their shopping trips. With the snow moving in late Friday evening into 
Saturday morning...local shoppers are making sure they get out early today and tomorrow. Many store 



managers around the area are preparing by making sure enough food items are ordered in the shipment 
and shelves are stocked. Local dieticians say to shop smart with foods that will last through the storm. 
And making sure you buy the right kinds of food will help in more ways than one.

1-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

Great Harvest Bread Company is giving away free loaves of bread to government workers with what 
they're calling a “shutdown shelf.” The bakery posted on their Facebook page yesterday about starting 
the shelf. 24 hours after posting and it already has more than a million shares. The owner of Great 
Harvest says they got the idea from another grocery store on the east coast. He says it's important to 
the business to give back to the community.

1-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40) 

Exercise Physiologist  Lane Yahiro says that proper body form plays a huge role. You want to push the 
snow instead of lifting it up. If you have to lift then you should do so with your legs and not your back. 
Should you start to feel winded or any kind of discomfort stop immediately. Shoveling snow is a form of 
exercising your body. And just like any other exercise if you don't prepare properly you could be hurting 
yourself.

1-22 Ran Morning News (:55) 

Fair Oaks is opening a full-functioning Marriott Hotel on its property Thursday. The barn-shaped Fairfield 
Inn and Suites will have 99 rooms. It will feature 31 suites, including 8 inside of two silos. The hotel also 
has a pool and fitness center. Planners say Fair Oaks is growing so much, you can't see it all in one day 
anymore. And this will be a memorable place to stay.

1-22 Ran 5 P.M. News (:25)

A Kansas based aviation equipment company now owns a business created by Lafayette-based Wabash 
National Corporation. Today Garsite bought Wabash National's Aviation and Truck Equipment business. 
Garsite sells aviation and refueling equipment. Wabash National's CEO says the decision to sell the 
business was to bring his company more financial flexibility. Wabash National is a leading producer for 
semi-trailers and truck bodies across the country.

1-24 Ran 6 P.M. News (:28) 

Kirby Risk has had headquarters in Lafayette since 1926. The company employs thousands of people in 
the area. This addition will bring even more jobs to Lafayette. President of Manufacturing Doug 
Mansfield says this addition is keeping these jobs from being moved out of state.

1-30 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30) 

We've been saying all week, this is dangerous cold. Now as the wind chills bottom out, Local Emergency 
Rooms are preparing f or the effects. And as News 18's Marvin Bills reports, frostbite isn't the only thing 
they encounter.



2-1 Ran Noon News (:34) 

i-Smoke Vapor in Lafayette has added C-B-D or cannabidiol flower to its shelves. Store owner Nathan 
Welton says it's marijuana genetically engineered to have point-3 percent or less of T-H-C. That makes it 
legal in the state of Indiana. It can be smoked, brewed in teas or used in cooking.

2-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:25) 

The U-S Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that more than half the population hasn't 
been vaccinated. While the number has increased from last year, it's still not enough. Nearly 340 people 
in Indiana died from the flu in 2018. With the rate we're at now, Health experts are concerned for this 
year. Libby Richards with Purdue's School of Nursing says despite being in the midst of flu season -- It's 
not too late to get vaccinated. And for families with babies, it's especially important.

2-2 Ran 6 P.M. News (:25) 

That was the message shared in a workshop hosted by Home With Hope Recovery. Today, attendees 
learned how to navigate their future. The discussion topics focused on understanding the roles of help 
services in the community. Speakers included social workers, financial advisors, and recovery specialists.

2-3 Ran 6 P.M. News (:23) 

It's estimated that 88 women Indiana women die because of cervical cancer. A disease that is nearly 100 
percent preventable. The I-S-D-H will focus on prevention, early detection, treatment and survivorship 
as part of its 20-18 to 20-20 plan. OB-GYN Katie Towles sees the problem with cervical cancer 
screenings.

2-4 Ran Morning News (:27) 

It's a story we have been following since November. The resolution would not fully require businesses to 
eliminate plastic straws. Instead, it would encourage them to use more eco-friendly alternatives. If it's 
adopted, West Lafayette would become the first city in the state with an ordinance on straw 
distribution. We will have the latest from the meeting tonight on News 18 at 10 and 11.

2-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40) 

The rise in temperature is causing the snow to melt -- which helps recharge the soil in crops. Local crop 
farmers are hoping this extra moisture will help carry them to planting season in the spring. When 
weather changes rapidly, it also helps kill off bugs who eat away at the crops. Farmer Greg Gilbert says 
the weather hasn't shown signs of delaying the planting process yet. In fact, he says he's expecting a 
good year for his crops growth.

2-4 Ran 10 P.M. News (:23) 

An update to the Loeb stadium project. The baseball complex is now one step closer to being built. 
Tonight was the final vote on issuing the economic development income tax bonds for Loeb stadium. 
Lafayette city council members approved the ordinance. Tonight's vote allows the city to sell the bonds 
and raise the 17 million dollars to build the stadium. Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski says the stadium 
will not be exclusively for baseball games.



2-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27) 

Indiana Office of Tourism Development reports that tourism is on the rise in Indiana. The department 
recently released its latest study from 2017. Numbers show that tourism spending in Tippecanoe County 
generated 232.6-million dollars. Purdue is Greater Lafayette's main attraction. The campus brings 
people for academics as well as sporting events. Following that are the festivals, locally owned 
restaurants and museums. The C-E-O of Visit Lafayette-West Lafayette says this city offers something for 
everyone. 

2-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26) 

The research on ways to improve heart health is ever growing. Doctors are doubling their efforts in 
finding new ways to positively impact our overall health. Statins are commonly used for patients with 
heart health, but there are still significant risk. There are other ways to lower a risk such as decreasing 
certain kinds of fats like saturated and trans-fats. The combination for cardiovascular health include diet, 
exercise, and for some, medication. But there could be a new treatment for the future.

2-8 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:22)

The use of E-Cigarette type devices is becoming an issue in the Tippecanoe School Corporation. As News 
18's Demie Johnson Reports, School resource officers from the Sheriff's Department are working to 
combat the problem through education. 

2-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

The purpose is to share information concerning data from the Gateway to Hope Program Operations 
that happened in the final quarter of 2018. Gateway to Hope is a needle exchange program that collects 
used syringes and distributes clean syringes, working to prevent needle sharing and disease 
transmission. Khala Hochstedler encourages the public to attend, to get answers and raise any questions 
they may have about the program.

2-12 Ran 10 P.M. News (:36) 

Franciscan Health is cracking down on security at its East campus. The hospital is making changes to 
ensure the safety of everyone in the building. The new security measures include closing all entrances at 
8 p.m. daily. Guests will be allowed to exit any entrance but will only be allowed to re-enter the building 
through the south entrance. The south entrance will remain open 24/7. This is where the emergency 
center is located.



2-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27) 

Needler's Fresh Market is an Ohio based grocer owned by Julie Needler Anderson and her brother 
Michael Needler. When Marsh Supermarkets filed for bankruptcy in 20-17, the Needler's family stepped 
in. Needler's replaced 15 Marsh Stores including the one here on Teal Road. For many in the area, Marsh 
was a main source for groceries. Julie Needler Anderson says that's a reason why they didn't want to 
rush into opening the new store. She says they wanted to invest in the right equipment and quality 
product for their future customers.

2-22 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45) 

State Senator Ron Alting is advocating for the family. His bill would establish a penalty if a person sells, 
gives, or distributes an energy drink to someone younger than 18. The most recent study on energy 
drinks was done in 20-11 by the C-D-C. It found that close to 21 thousand people visited the emergency 
room from drinking an energy drink that year. And that 68 percent of adolescents consume these drinks. 
Senator Alting says he hopes this bill does more than just raise the drinking age.

2-26 Ran Morning News (:16) 

Many hungry customers braved the cold to get their Local drive-in favorites yesterday. Filling the lot 
within the first fifteen minutes of opening. Greg Lawson says Monday's busy day is a look into the future 
of what their season will be like.

2-27 Ran 5 P.M. News (:29) 

The meeting will help parents recognize the symptoms of stress and anxiety caused by school. It will also 
touch on the subjects of substance abuse and firearm safety. Various representatives from community 
organizations will give presentations relating to the mental health of teens. Sergeant Troy Greene says 
parents should come to the meeting with an open mind.

2-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:34) 

Mayor Roswarksi said he has consistently heard that Lafayette lacks in the night-life and entertainment 
areas. So he proposed that the city buy the old Lafayette Theater for 290-thousand dollars. He says 
that's a steal of a price. The property was appraised in the five to 600-thousand dollar range. He says the 
three L's will help improve quality of life for Lafayette residents.

2-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31) 

Tax abatements are generally reserved for industrial or commercial business. However it was brought up 
in the meeting that abatements can be used for other purposes. The 10 year abatement will help the 
complex get local families out of generational poverty. Executive Director of Agency 4 Housing, Elva 
James, says it took a lot of people coming together to get this project off the ground.



3-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:28) 

Woodard was diagnosed with kidney failure four years ago. She was added to the transplant list last year 
as her body began renal failure. Woodard posted a picture on Facebook hopes of finding a donor. Her 
co-worker, Tina Scott, came across the post and was inspired to help At the time, the women had little 
in common other than being nurses in the same hospital. The two now share a lifelong bond. Scott 
reached out to Woodard and began undergoing tests for the transplant. Scott says she has identified 
herself as donor for years and knew this was the time to act.

3-11 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45) 

The Lafayette School Corporation has passed its newest policy for administering medicine at school. It 
includes new rules on CBD oil and sunscreen. CBD oil has been legal in Indiana since March 2018 so 
some students take it as part of their daily routine. The policy says students may be administered non-
FDA apprved medications like CBD oil under certain circumstances. Students must have a prescription 
from a health care provider and a parent or guardian must administer the meds in the school health 
center. Also the medication must be stored at home. Sunscreen was added in the policy due to it being 
mandated in Indiana schools to include it in their health policies. The policy says it can be applied by a 
school employee with permission from the student's parent or guardian. LSC"s superintendent says both 
were added to the policy to keep up with changing times.     

3-12 Ran Morning News (:18) 

As we previously reported, the land owners of the mall announced in May 20-18 that the current 
structure would be torn down for new development. Organizers say the development could include 
event space, retail, housing and more. The Discount Den has been a staple among Purdue students since 
1982. The owners say this new location was carefully thought out.

3-12 Ran Morning News (:24) 

Lafayette home entertainment hotspot, Disc Replay, has re-opened for business after temporarily 
closing. Disc Replay buys and sells high quality and gently used electronics, movies, and video games. 
The store announced its closing due to lease issues at the beginning of the year. Since then, the store 
has come under new owners and had a resurgence of new product and merchandise. The store manager 
says he is appreciative of the community's support of the business.

3-13 Ran Noon News (:23) 

The former home of a long time West Lafayette business is now serving up a cultural experience. Indian 
and International Grocery moved into the former Trader Horn Boot Center building. The Sagamore 
Parkway business opened its doors last month. An employee says they chose West Lafayette because of 
the large Indian community here. However, being in a building that housed the same, business for 60 
years has brought in all varieties of customers



3-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26) 

The building sits at the corner of North Creasy Lane and South Street. It's been empty for more than a 
year. Lafayette Board of Zoning Appeals Secretary Dave Griffee says the takeover is still in the early 
process. Chick-Fil-A has filed for zoning variances. The next step would be filing for a building permit. We 
reached out to the corporation but did not hear back. A hearing on the zoning variance approval will 
take place Monday.

3-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:41) 

Flu and Cold viruses are filling emergency rooms in Greater Lafayette. Although the weather has been 
warming up a bit, people are still getting sick. News 18's Marvin Bills tells us what doctors are seeing. 

3-24 Ran 6 P.M. News (:27) 

Governor Eric Holcomb honored 65 Indiana companies last Thursday, including one here in Lafayette. 
Henry Poor Lumber Company was given the Governor's Century Business Award. The award recognizes 
the company's longevity and service to the community and state. The Lumber Company opened it's 
doors in 1918 and has served Greater Lafayette for 100 years. Since then their services has expanded to 
include more than lumber, such as cabinets and countertops. Co-owner Tom Andrew says this is all full 
circle for him and his family.



Crime

A state trooper makes a controversial decision to fire upon and killing a motorist. What the 
reason for his decision and will there be any repercussions for that decision?  A man accused of 
a double murder last year is standing trial. What will the judge and jury say when he is in court? 
The Purdue community remembers their fallen Boilermaker on the anniversary of the fatal 
Purdue shooting. 



1-1 Ran Morning News (:33) 

Rightsell was killed working on his daughter's car on the side of the road, after the trooper says he 
reached for a gun on his waistband. ISP Sergeant Kim Riley says none of the Indiana State Police Officers 
have body cams. And only two I-S-P cop cars have with dash cams. The officer has not been named, but 
is on administrative leave. Sergeant Riley says once the investigation is complete, they'll turn the report 
over the the county prosecutor. However, they have no timeline for that to be done.

1-1 Ran Morning News (:34) 

The Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office is investigating how an unknown substance got in the jail. Glenn 
Smith was arrested on Christmas Eve for resisting law enforcement with a vehicle, reckless driving, never 
receiving a license and possession of paraphernalia. Sheriff Bob Goldsmith says he was searched and put 
through the body scanner.

1-1 Ran Noon News (:29) 

Indiana Governor Eric Holcomb is still opposed to state lawmakers' efforts to legalize medical or 
recreational marijuana. Holcomb says he hasn't changed his mind, even after Michigan voted to legalize 
the drug's recreational use. Medical marijuana use is allowed in Michigan and Illinois and has been 
approved in Ohio. Holcomb says says he's not willing to look at it, since it's illegal according to the 
federal government. Several legalization bills could be considered during the upcoming General 
Assembly session. That gets underway later this week.

1-1 Ran 11 P.M. News (2:28)

Indianapolis Police say they took at least four calls last night of gunshots striking homes at midnight - 
including one that hit a woman. Jesse Wells explains the danger. He spoke to one of those who saw it 
first hand.

1-4 Ran Noon News (:38) 

Our top story this midday an 18-year-old woman is behind bars for allegedly stabbing two people on 
New Year's Day. Lafayette police say Michele Cowart stabbed her ex-boyfriend 50-year-old James Leffert 
and 51-year-old Robert Busam. According to court documents, Cowart showed up at Busam's home 
asking to speak to Leffert. Leffert had been staying at Busam's home for a few months. After Leffert 
asked her to leave, she allegedly charged at him.



1-4 Ran 6 P.M. News (:50)

Franco Navarrete faces two charges of murder for the 2017 killings of 67-year-old Catalina Campuzano-
Lujano and 38-year-old Gustavo Sanchez-Campuzano. Now after months of hearings and delays, 
Navarrete is expected to start a jury trial on Monday. He faces two counts of murder, two counts of 
identity deception, and two weapons charges. We intend to be in the courtroom for the duration of the 
trial, and will have live updates as it proceeds. 

1-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:21)

The picture on your screen is from one victim's home security camera. It was given to us by the sheriff's 
office. Deputies say cases stretch from Mulberry to Rossville. They are asking the public to call in with 
any information. You can file a report by calling the Clinton County Sheriff's office.

1-8 Ran Noon News (:40) 

We breaking news to pass along this midday. A Lafayette police officer has been shot on North 9th 
Street between Union and Salem Streets. Live coverage etc… 

1-9 Ran Noon News (:27)

Garry Boze, Junior was arrested on preliminary charges including serious violent felon in possession of a 
handgun, dealing spice and possession of a legend drug. Police tell us they investigated the tip at a home 
on North 9th Street around 1-30 this morning. A search warrant was then issued - and police say they 
found a significant amount of illegal narcotics, thousands of dollars in cash and a handgun.

1-9 Ran 5 P.M. News (:10) 

Police are trying to find the person who riddled a car with bullets last night. It happened in an alley 
behind a home near South and 28th streets. That's near Columbian Park in Lafayette.

1-9 Ran 10 P.M. News (:29)

An Indiana State Police trooper confiscated more than 23 pounds of marijuana during a traffic stop. It 
happened in Jasper county at 11 a-m today when the trooper was traveling on I-65 near the fair oaks 
exit. According to ISP, the trooper smelled marijuana while he was talking to the driver. That's when the 
K-9 unit stepped in. After searching the vehicle.. police found 23 and a half pounds of marijuana sealed 
in numerous plastic bags. 34-year-old Christopher Anderson of Kokomo was transported to the jasper 
county jail and faces charges of dealing and possession of marijuana.



1-10 Ran Morning News (:45)

New overnight -- Purdue Police are looking for two men possibly involved in a string of burglaries at the 
Honors College Residence Hall. Police say multiple thefts happened between 8 and 9 o'clock last night. 
According to police, witnesses reported two men entering rooms. When a room was occupied, police 
say the men would apologize and say they were in the wrong room. Wallets, purses, cell phones and 
laptops were all taken from rooms.

1-10 Ran 10 P.M. News (:55)

On December 10th, someone called police saying there were birds in a dumpster off I-65. Sure enough, 
responding troopers found multiple cardboard boxes with dozens pigeons inside. They've been taken in 
by two wildlife rehabilitators for now, who believe the birds might have been used in homing pigeon 
races. Reportedly, the races may be the subject high- stakes betting in some circles. State police say 7 of 
the birds have died since they were abandoned. The other 50 will be available for adoption through 
wildlife rescue "A Critter's Chance" once they finish regaining their strength.

1-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (:25)

A Kentland man was found dead by Newton County Sheriff's deputies last night. This after they received 
a report of a possible missing person. The sheriff's office says they discovered 68-year-old Gary Foster in 
a large ditch in the area of Bailie Street and County road 250 West. The caller told police Foster was on 
his way to meet someone on Wednesday night but never showed up. Foster was pronounced dead at 
the scene. The Sheriff's Office says there is no evidence of foul play. 

1-14 Ran Morning News (:60)
 
42-year-old Isaiah Powe and 56-year-old Bonny Ahlrich both died Saturday. Both Powe and Ahlrich were 
homeless. Powe was in jail for criminal confinement and was booked Saturday morning at 2:54 a.m. He 
was found unresponsive in his cell later that morning, and died at the hospital. Ahlrich died in her cell in 
the holding area of the jail. She was booked January 4th. Deputies say there does not appear to be any 
signs of foul play in either incidents. The department brought in K-9's to do a sweep of the entire facility 
for narcotics. Goldsmith says the dogs did not find any drugs.

1-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

Harrington says right now, judges across the state are allowing people convicted of animal abuse to 
continue owning cats and or dogs. He wants to stop that. So he helped with a bill that would require 
judges to take away the convicted abuser's right to own a cat or dog as part of sentencing. Harrington 
says it just makes sense.

1-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

The university announced its involvement today at the Opioid Task Force meeting. This is a time when 
local organizations come together to discuss how to overcome addiction. The research Purdue will be 
doing will help quantify issues surrounding the epidemic. And show what areas need to be addressed 
now. It is also crucial to getting funding to keep essential programs like the Quick Response Team alive.



1-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50) 

Students are already registering to compete. They'll work in groups to come up with ways to mitigate 
human trafficking both here and abroad. Co-Chair Dr. Kathryn Seigfried-Spellar says in 2017, there were 
93 cases of human trafficking in Indiana. Approximately 66- percent of those were sex trafficked victims 
and one- third of the victims were children.

1-21 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32)

On this day in 2014, Cody Cousins walked into a classroom in the Electrical Engineering building and shot 
and killed fellow student Andrew Boldt. Boldt was a teaching assistant majoring in Electrical Engineering. 
Purdue University honored the 21-year-old with a posthumous degree one month after his death. 
Cousins admitted to the murder and was sentenced to 65 years in prison. He committed suicide in his 
Indiana State Prison cell in October of 2014.

1-25 Ran 10 P.M. News (:34) 

Lafayette police are investigating a reported robbery of the Dollar General store by Columbian Park. 
They say there were two employees working when it happened around 9 p-m last night. Police say a 
man came into the store and demanded money from the register. LPD also said he held a kitchen style 
knife to the neck of the employees during the robbery.

1-28 Ran Noon News (:31)

One man is injured after multiple shots were fired outside of a Lafayette bar. Lt. Nick Amor with 
Lafayette police says it happened outside the Biltmore Tap Room early this morning. Amor says the call 
came in around 3:20 this morning. According to police, multiple vehicles and people reportedly left the 
scene. There are no suspects at this time. The man injured was taken to the hospital. His condition is 
unknown.

1-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:29)

That's when the Tippecanoe County Prosecutor will decide whether to formally charge the teen in this 
case. And whether to charge him as an adult. The reason we haven't released his name is because he is a 
minor and deputies aren't allowed to release it unless he is charged as an adult However, we do know 
his father, 48- year- old Douglas Vanderwielen was stabbed in the back of the head, shoulder and 
surrounding areas. Deputies wouldn't say the exact number of stab wounds. We're told Vanderwielen's 
injuries were not life threatening. He told them the incident was spontaneous.

1-31 Ran 6 P.M. News (:24)  

State Representative Sharon Negele says synthetic drugs like spice and bath salts have the same effect 
as drugs like cocaine. However, dealers are sentenced as if these are the lowest-level drugs on the 
market. She wants tougher penalties for synthetic dealers and the House of Representatives agreed with 
her. The bill now heads to the Senate for consideration.



2-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26)

Those six charges include 5 counts of vicarious sexual gratification. Four of those a level 4 felony, one a 
level 5. The last charge, a level 5 felony is for one count of attempted child exploitation.  During the plea 
agreement, the state asked that Kimerer be taken into custody today. The defense argued saying that 
was inappropriate because Kimerer has cooperated the entire time. The judge agreed with the defense, 
so Kimerer will remain on bond until his sentencing which is scheduled for April 5th.

2-4 Ran Morning News (:31)

Romney Meadows is located off Old Romney Road, not far from U-S 231. Police were able to get to 
Harris about two hours later. No injures were reported. According to the Tippecanoe County inmate 
listing, Harris was booked around 2:30 a-m. He has been arrested for intimidation, resisting law 
enforcement and battery by means of strangulation. Harris also had two warrants out of Minnesota for 
criminal confinement and domestic battery.

2-4 Ran Noon News (:36) 

Shanna Smith will serve one year in jail and three years on probation. In October, prosecutors say an 
unknown man attacked the victim in Romney Meadows. The woman got away in her car, until it broke 
down nearby. That's when prosecutors say Smith, her 16-year-old son and several unknown men busted 
out the victims car windows with baseball bats. Prosecutors also say video evidence then showed Smith 
hitting the victim on the head with a hammer. Smith's charges include Battery with a deadly weapon, 
Criminal Mischief and Contributing the Delinquency of a Minor. 

2-5 Ran Noon News (:22)
    
The man then shot him once in the right shoulder. Davies then ran to a friends house on 7th street 
where police were called. Davies was transported to a local hospital with non-life-threatening injuries. 
The suspect is said to have been wearing all black clothes. He has a slender build and is around six feet 
tall.

2-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:23) 

It creates a civil cause of action against the person who spreads the content. A winning plaintiff in a case 
would be entitled to actual damages and liquidated damages less than 10-thousand dollars. State 
Senator Mike Bo-Hacheck from District 8 authored the bill. He says in this day and age of technology, 
this kind of bill is needed.

2-8 Ran Noon News (:12) 
   
Take a look at your screen. Police need your help finding 62-year-old Juan Manuel Roano. He's wanted 
in connection to Heinsen's death. Roano is believed to be driving a 2004 or 2005 white Nissan Pathfinder 
with possible passenger side damage.



2-11 Ran Morning News (:36) 

It happened around 7 p.m. Friday. Police were sent to 3200 block of Crosspoint Court North to check on 
the well-being of a child that had been involved in a custody dispute. When officers arrived, they 
smelled a strong odor of marijuana coming from the home.

2-13 Ran Morning News (:55) 

Today marks two years since Abigail Williams and Liberty German were killed on the Delphi Historic 
Trails. The girls were dropped off by a family member to walk near the Monon High Bridge. But they 
never showed when they were supposed to be picked up. The next day, their bodies were found less 
than a mile upstream from where they were last seen. Police have received thousands of tips, but none 
have yet to lead to an arrest in this investigation.

2-13 Ran Morning News (:44) 

New this morning -- Three men are in jail after leading Lafayette police on an early morning chase. It all 
started on 9th and Union Streets around 12:40 this morning. Officers ran a vehicle's plates and 
discovered it was stolen. The car then sped from police before it was found abandoned on Wallace 
Avenue. Police say while they were searching, they found a handgun in a yard.

2-14 Ran Noon News (:36) 

There are more than 40 million victims of human trafficking around the world. In Indiana alone, there 
were more than 150 cases in the past two years. Today, here in the Purdue Memorial union, organizeres 
are doing their part to lower that number. The university is hosting Tebby Kaisara  this afternoon. She is 
a victim of human trafficking. She is speaking with students and community members about her 
experiences 13 years ago. If you want to hear her speak, it is open to the public until 2 p.m. today.

2-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:25) 

On January 26th, police were called to Sunnycroft Place in West Lafayette. Court documents say 
Vanderwielen punched his mother before stabbing his sleeping father. The mother couldn't calm 
Vanderwielen down and hid with other family members in a locked room. When officers arrived, court 
documents say Vanderwielen fought with police. Deputies took the teen to the hospital for an alleged 
illegal substance he was on at the time of the incident. The father's injuries were non-life threatening.

2-15 Ran 10P.M. News (:28) 

The scam involves attempting to defraud students looking for jobs by advertising part time work. Police 
say it comes from a legitimate university email address. The latest containing the name professor 
Haroon. The scammer sends the student a check and asks them to deposit it.



2-20 Ran 6 P.M. News (:38) 

Lafayette police are investigating what they call a masked threat that targeted Lafayette Mayor Tony 
Roswarski. It contained a letter with a photo copy of a newspaper clipping of a mayor in Poland who was 
recently stabbed while giving a public speech. On the back of the letter it said "Everybody loves Tony." 
There was no return address and police are taking this threat seriously working to figure out who may 
have sent the threat. It is not considered a direct threat, but LPD made Roswarski aware of what 
happened.

2-21 Ran Noon News (:31) 

Assistant Fire Chief Ed Cripe said when crews arrived, there were "a few people" outside. Firefighters 
worked for more than three hours to put out the flames. Investigators did determine that it was arson. 
No other details are being released at this time. Firefighters are also saying the name of the suspect will 
not be released until formal charges are filed. When we learn more, we will pass that along on air and 
online at WLFI.com.

2-22 Ran 5 P.M. News (:22) 

Local Businesses like Blooms and Petals in Lafayette have had the unfortunate experience of accepting 
fake money. It's not until after the money has been accepted and the person has left that business that 
it's noticed. People are now using smaller bills like fives, tens and ones. There are ways to catch 
counterfeit money, including special pens. It's changed so much that the focus on identifying fake 
money has shifted

2-23 Ran Noon News (:32) 

A Lafayette man has been arrested after police say he shot a man and then led officers on a short chase. 
Alan Ocampo was arrested Saturday on Stephenson Drive. Police say the victim was inside a vehicle with 
a woman on Braddock Drive. Officers say the woman inside the car was O'Campo's ex girlfriend. 
OCampo approached the car and started firing into it, according to police. The man inside the car was hit 
in the hip. Police say it is non- life threatening. OCampo then got into his car and sped away. He led 
police on a short pursuit before being stopped. Police say they also found a stolen handgun inside the 
car.

2-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35 

There is an SWAT situation happening in West Lafayette, where a couple reportedly barricaded 
themselves inside a house. That's happening at Derbyshire Court. That's off of 250 West near 
Sagamore Parkway.

3-1 Ran 6 P.M. News (:33) 

Lafayette police Sergeant Matt Gard says there still trying to determine whether it was a true hostage 
situation. The woman was found this afternoon at a home on South 22nd Street. Several schools in the 
area were on lockdown, including Lafayette Jeff High School. Animal control was called to the scene to 
deal with multiple dogs in the home. Right now, LPD isn't releasing specifics about the situation.



3-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:16)

It started February 25th at a home in West Lafayette when police went to serve a warrant on Borders 
for resisting law enforcement. Negotiations failed and after learning a woman was allegedly being held 
against her will, officers entered the home. Police said Borders was shot and immediately taken to a 
local hospital.

3-6 Ran 10 P.M. News (:34) 

The long list of charges Borders faces is not all we heard about today in court. A no contact order with 
the alleged victim was also issued. The alleged victim was in the courtroom today. But, Jordan she said 
she was not being held against her will. In fact, she has a hearing to get that no contact order removed 
set for March 29th. I also spoke with her about the situation.

3-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31) 

Two men are in the Tippecanoe County jail after being arrested for criminal confinement overnight. 
Lamar Harris and Jeffrey Marionneaux at a home near 15th and Kossuth Streets in Lafayette were 
allegedly holding a woman against her will. The woman told police through the door that she wasn't 
being allowed to leave.

3-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30) 

Jason Sowers was arrested on two counts of child solicitation charges. Those are level five felonies.
Corrections Officers found multiple letters that were addressed to a minor in Sowers jail cell. Officers 
say they also discovered several sexually explicit letters that were sent to Sowers from a minor. Sowers 
is being held without bond. He is expected to appear for an initial hearing early next week.

3-11 Ran Morning News (:18) 

Police are investigating shots fired at a home near Columbian Park last night. L-P-D Sergeant Matt Gard 
says a woman shot at a man. Officers don't believe the man was hit. Police on scene say it happened 
during an altercation. The woman is in police custody for questioning and they have not found the man.

3-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:49) 

Indiana State Police believe a black 2010 Chevrolet Impala was following a black Honda Civic. They say 
shots were fired from the Impala and hit the Civic with the victim inside. The victim was eventually 
transferred to an Indianapolis hospital and is in stable condition.

3-18 Ran Noon News (:17) 

Yesterday around midnight Tippecanoe County deputies were called to Mill Drive. 53-year-old Jason 
Moore and 50-year-old Jane Moore were found dead in their garage. Deputies say one parent shot the 
other, then themselves. One of the children inside called 911. Detectives are investigating the incident 
as a domestic situation.



Diversity 

The Greater Lafayette Area has gotten to know Tyler Trent over the past two years and 
everyone in the community was saddened to hear of his tragic passing. What the GLC and 
Purdue is doing in his memory. After losing the Sherriff’s election Chief Jason Dombkowski 
retires. We talk to him to find out what is next. A large nail salon on the city’s south side is in 
some hot water with some of their customers. 



1-1 Ran 10 P.M. News (:48) 

This evening, Purdue University athletics has confirmed, Tyler Trent has passed away at the age of 20. 
Trent has raised millions of dollars for cancer research in the few short months since he first got national 
attention for his loyalty to Purdue - even in the midst of a battle with terminal bone cancer. Trent 
insisted on coming to every Purdue home football game - even after his illness became so serious he had 
to leave the school. He predicted the school's triumphant underdog route of Ohio state this year, and 
led the team as honorary captain in their recent bowl game. Most importantly, he's inspired thousands 
through his battle against osteosarcoma, a legacy that will last far beyond his 20 years.

1-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:15) 

Breaking news this evening, West Lafayette police Chief Jason Dombkowski says he will not be returning 
to the department. He sent his official resignation to Mayor John Dennis at the beginning of this week.

1-2 Ran 10 P.M. News (5:05) 

What am i doing to lift other people up and what am I doing to to make sure I'm listening to other 
people's stories? A story heard around the world. Tyler Trent. Brave. Bold. Boilermaker. He was first 
diagnosed with osteosarcoma at 15 years old. Battled cancer three times before passing away at the age 
of 20 New Year's Day. A day his parents knew would come. TONY:  I think to myself, here I am in my 
fifties and I've never lived my life s impactful as Tyler has and I think in my mind a life well lived." A life 
nobody will ever forget, especially at his alma mater Purdue University. TOM: “It’s easy to root for Tyler 
Trent. I mean I do not care if you're a sports fan or not. People started rooting for Tyler because of his 
story and what he was doing for the betterment of society…

1-5 Ran 6 P.M. News (:46) 

Glenn Rightsell who was shot and killed by an officer in Crawfordsville last week was laid to rest today. 
His funeral was held at Soller-Baker in Lafayette. Nearly 200 friends, family and community members 
road their motorcycles from the funeral home to his grave sight on Romney road. The motorcycle ride 
was a tribute to Rightsell. His family says the large biker turn out goes to show the kind of person he 
was. Rightsell's older sister says she appreciates everyone coming together in support of her brother.

1-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

New at five, historians in Tippecanoe County have a new piece to look forward to at the Battle of 
Tippecanoe Museum. Today they welcomed a very rare artifact. An Indian Trade Musket from the 
period of the Battle of Tippecanoe was acquired. After several years of searching the musket was finally 
discovered and appraised at twelve thousand dollars. A piece of history that will help expand the 
knowledge of the community.



1-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50) 

Some local Federal Aviation Administration workers got a small token of gratitude today. Purdue 
Aviation flight instructors hand - delivered a pizza lunch to the air traffic controllers in the Purdue 
Airport tower. Flight instructors told us how stressful an air traffic controller's job is at one of Indiana's 
busiest airports. Instructors wanted to help take their minds off the stress.

1-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:10) 

K-105 has been out here since noon trying to find "Hope Heroes". On your screen you can see the ways 
to pledge money for Riley. 100% of proceeds go the hospital. Call 1-888-745-3954 Or text Riley to 51555

1-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50) 

New at five- Edgelea Elementary is raising money to help a student who was badly injured in an 
apartment fire last month. Her teacher, Stephanie Haan says the class has been making her cards and 
crafts since it happened. Now, the whole school is planning several fundraisers including a change drive 
and bake sale. All proceeds will go toward Kenzie's medical bills. We asked Miss Haan to tell us a little bit 
about Kenzie.

1-18 Ran 11 P.M. News (:25) 

Greater Lafayette's Wabash Center had a special visitor earlier this morning. Gene Keady paid a visit to 
the community and spoke with staff and residents about the importance of family and teamwork. And 
how important they are in overcoming obstacles. Keady signed pictures and various pieces of Purdue 
memorabilia. Keady says this is the second year he has visited the center, and he always looks forward 
to giving back to the community he loves.

1-21 Ran 5 P.M. News (:25) 

People from all over join in the meeting room of the Tippecanoe County Public Library’s meeting hall. 
Every color and race celebrated the legacy of Dr. King and remembered Dr. King in the best way 
possible. Two songs were sang as well as musical guest. There was also guest speakers talking more on 
the history of Dr. King and how the community today can continue his legacy. The journey starts within 
the community and several people were able to send that message just by being there.

1-22 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:27) 

The Purdue Black Cultural Center was recently renovated, but with a historic touch. A historical timeline 
of the center was created as it celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. News 18's Balint Szalavari met 
with one of the timeline's creators to learn more.

1-24 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:42)

Some customers are accusing Delux Spa and Nails in Lafayette of being racist. They held up signs in front 
of the Southside business on Monday and plan to protest again tomorrow. News 18's Kayla Sullivan met 
up with the woman who started the demonstration. She also has a response from the owner. 



1-24 Ran 11 P.M. News (:22)

You can expect to see more spray paint murals coming to Wabash Avenue. The Tippecanoe Arts 
Federation is continuing the second phase of the Wabash Walls Project. Last summer, the organization 
brought muralists from all over the world to help improve the neighborhood. However, it was not able 
to reach all of the area due to construction. Tetia Lee says she is thankful for the constant support of the 
city for this initiative.

2-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26) 

70 thousand girls joined cub scouts across the nation. The Sagamore Council says 20 percent of their 
new cub scouts were female. They say these recruitment numbers surpass when cub scouts was first 
introduced for boys more than 100 years ago. And now, girls can join the older troops with the hopes of 
achieving their Eagle Scout. Allie Langley is the District Executive for the Wabash Valley region of the 
Sagamore Council. She says the Sagamore Council has seen interest from young girls for years.

2-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26) 

LUM staff members take a retreat once a year to be educated on various social topics. This year was all 
about race, diversity and inclusion. LUM leaders say it was an eye-opener. The discussion focused on the 
discomfort that comes from talking about racial inequality. Executive Director Joe Micon says it's 
important to understand why this happens. The facility opens its doors to people from all walks of life. 
Micon says being aware of internal biases will improve communication with the people they serve.

2-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:31) 

Happening Right Now -- Aaron Lai is almost to his finish line for tonight's IU/Purdue basketball game in 
Bloomington. For the past three days, a lot of people been captivated by his 100 mile walk for Tyler 
Trent's Cancer Research Fund. And news 18 has been with him since the start. Trevor Peters and 
Photojournalist Ryan Delaney are with Aaron right now.

3-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (:41) 

That is the sound of excitement from the cub scouts today. The scouts held their annual Pinewood 
Derby Race. The race took place in the Rossville School's Auxiliary Gym. Scouts have been preparing for 
this annual tradition by building their own cars. Once the cars are built and ready to go, the teams 
compete in a race. The cub scouts were excited to show off their creative pieces.

3-26 Ran Noon News (:25) 

Habitat for Humanity of Lafayette has completed more than 25 renovations and repaired more than 90 
homes in the neighborhood. It's also added a community center. Now it's fixing up another home on the 
street. A 150-thousand dollar renovation will be paid for through the organization's 2018 Home award. 
Doug Taylor says it will be a benefit to everyone involved.



Education

Winter is a great time for some indoor activities. Multiple schools and organizations hold large 
STEM events throughout the winter. Rossville Schools look to tighten security on their campus. 
They hire retired RPD officers to keep everyone safe. Purdue freezes tuition yet again. Making it 
the eighth year in a row they don’t raise tuition for students. 



1-5 Ran 6 P.M. News (:50)

Students in the FIRST Robotics Program are building a robot to compete in an international robotics 
game. Local high school teams gathered around a screen at Purdue to find out what the game will 
feature this year. This is an annual competition but each year the game is different. FIRST is an 
organization geared for elementary to high school students. It gives them an opportunity to gain skills in 
the world of science and technology. Students will have the next six weeks to build their robot. Then 
they'll compete with schools across the state to try to make it to the international competition.

1-9 Ran 10 P.M. News (:50) 

Tippecanoe School Corporation is saying goodbye to a long time educator. Assistant Superintendent for 
personnel Susan DeLong will retire June 30th after 37 years in education. DeLong's career started as a 
first grade teacher at Dayton Elementary. From there she went on to be the principal at Oakland, 
Lindwood and Glenn Acres elementary schools. She came back to TSC in 2003 and has been in her 
current position since 2006. She says her decision to retire wasn't an easy one to make. 

1-9 Ran 10 P.M. News (:40) 

Ivy Tech's Lafayette campus unveiled its brand new data center today. The laboratory has the most up-
to-date technology for students to learn about networking, server administration and cyber security. It 
also expands seats for the schools growth and enrollment. The center gives students hands on 
experience to work and learn more about what goes on in the I-T career field.

1-10 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:45)

The Rossville School Corporation has come up with a new way to heighten security in its schools. It's 
being accomplished through adopting a corporation specific police department. 

1-15 Ran Morning News (:50) 

Last September, the freshman class was the largest ever according to Purdue. There were more than 8-
thousand students who were welcomed to campus. More than 53-thousand people had applied to be a 
Boilermaker. There are deadlines to accept your admissions offer and secure your spot this year. 
Students starting in fall have until May 1st to decided if they are going to Purdue. 

1-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

Phase one is in progress and expected to be completed by June first. Lafayette School Superintendent 
Les Huddle updated the board on the construction process during last night's board meeting. As well as 
a website design and logo for the academy, students and community members can now take a look at 
the programs that will be offered on the website. Superintendent Huddle says he has high expectations 
for the career academy.



1-17 Ran Morning News (:28) 

New this morning - Indiana voters wouldn't decide anymore who serves as the state schools 
superintendent under a proposal being pushed by legislative Republicans. The House Education 
Committee voted 10 to one Wednesday to endorse changing the superintendent position to one 
appointed by the governor effective in 2021. Supporters say moving up the appointment date makes 
sense since current Republican Superintendent Jennifer McCormick isn't seeking re-election. Opponents 
argue it wrongly takes a choice away from voters.

1-18 Ran 11 P.M. News (:30) 

Although the snowfall may cause the most trouble this weekend, there's something more coming 
behind it – cold. The temperatures we'll see after the snowfall stops will be some of the coldest of the 
season, and that can cause problems for homeowners. Frozen pipes are a danger every winter if you 
don't take the right precautions. Like leaving faucets dripping slightly, and opening cabinet doors to the 
heat of the house - especially if the sink is against an outer wall. But plumbers say, if your pipes do 
freeze, you probably shouldn't try to fix it yourself. There's a lot to watch out for during a repair.

1-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:38)

The Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office is one of only a few in the state that offers an explorer program. 
It's a chance for 14 to 20 year olds to get hands on experience in law enforcement. This year, the 
department hopes to expand the program. 

1-25 Ran 5 P.M. News (:25)

The Lafayette School Corporation oversees *76-hundred* students. 70-percent of them are provided 
with a free or reduced breakfast and lunch every day. The district gets meals through a federally-funded 
food vendor. Superintendent Les Huddle says *March* is when the schools would've seen an effect of 
the government shutdown. He says in all his years in the school system he's *never* had to worry about 
food insecurity for students. He says *one* thing's for sure-- he will not let students go hungry.

1-31 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:27) 

Purdue President Mitch Daniels is presenting a solution to what he calls a disheartening national 
phenomenon. He's proposing the university do something about college students not knowing facts 
about the United States. The proposal would add a graduation requirement for Purdue students. News 
18's Trevor Peters reports it wouldn't come in the form of more credit hours.

2-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26) 

The scholarship memorializing the boilermaker is now open for applications. It's called the Tyler Trent 
Courage and Resilience Award. The scholarship is funded through a combination of gifts. According to 
the university, it will be awarded to undergraduates at the West Lafayette campus. It is for students who 
have encountered daunting or physical adversity during their higher education experience. Students can 
be nominated by others... or nominate themselves. The deadline to apply is February 18th.



2-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50) 

Ivy Tech Community College of Lafayette collaborated with JAG Indiana to host a career development 
conference. Students competed against each other in various work readiness skills events and 
categories. Entrepreneurship, financial literacy, and employability skills were some of the categories 
included. Roger Feldhaus says the competition gives students the chance to be recognized and get 
prepared for their futures as college students and workers.

2-3 Ran 6 P.M. News (:28) 

More than 60 teachers across Tippecanoe County came together to tailgate for technology. The event 
gave teachers an opportunity to rotate through different technology learning sessions. Each session 
covered topics from using voice command systems in the classroom to homework apps for students. 
The sessions were also lead by teachers. E-Learning Specialist Rita Schultz says it's important for 
teachers to learn new ways of implementing technology in their classrooms.

2-7 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:39) 

Young songwriters are encouraged to submit original songs for the Shirley Martin Scholarship. SAMI, the 
Songwriters Association of Mid-North Indiana, is sponsoring the scholarship. Photojournalist Brandon 
Fulk sat down with several members of SAMI to learn more about the scholarship as well as the role 
SAMI has played in young musicians' lives. 

2-8 Ran Morning News (:27) 

The money came from Early Learning Indiana, and the Indiana Office of Early Childhood and Out-of-
School learning. It will help the ministry to serve more pre-k children, and maintain the quality of the 
program. It will also go toward the construction of new classrooms. The funds will also allow STEAM 
Academy to participate in On My Way Pre-K this year.

2-8 Ran 10 P.M. News (:50)

Samuel Allen's donation will be used for an endowed deanship and to reshape Krannert's cirriculum. The 
position is now known as the Dr. Samuel R. Allen Dean of the Krannert School of Management. Allen is a 
graduate of Krannert and received his honorary doctorate from Purdue in 20-17. The dean of Knannert 
says he's humbled to have his position named after the Fortune 500 CEO.

2-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50) 

Students were able to get custom t-shirts this afternoon and volunteers will be giving out hot chocolate 
across campus. Professional development activities will be offered throughout the week. Students will 
be able to attend resume review sessions and get headshots taken. Kati Pratt is the college's director of 
marketing and communication. She says the week is a great way for students to learn about the many 
possibilities Liberal Arts can provide.



2-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:39) 

Purdue University will freeze tuition rates for the eighth year in a row. President Mitch Daniels made the 
announcement today. But the university is also offering an appreciation payment for its staff. Purdue 
will provide a one-time payment of 500 dollars this spring. That's for staff at the west Lafayette campus 
who make 75-thousand dollars or less and were employed by December 31st of last year. And in 
addition to that- faculty and staff will receive a 2 point 5 percent raise for the fiscal year. That's the fifth 
year in a row for a merit increase. The university's tuition not having changed since 2012 means Indiana 
residents pay less than 10 thousand dollars per year.

2-20 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27) 

Indiana schools would see a slight additional funding increase under a budget proposal from majority 
House Republicans. The plan advanced Tuesday by the GOP-controlled House Ways and Means 
Committee on a 15 to six vote. It would increase school funding by two point one percent the first year. 
It would go up two point two percent the second year of the new two-year state budget. Education 
advocacy groups estimate a 9 percent funding increase is needed to boost average teacher pay to the 
midpoint of Indiana's neighboring states.

2-21 Ran 10 P.M. News (:27) 

Construction on Battle Ground Middle School is set to begin next month. The expansion is needed to 
keep up with student enrollment and future growth. The project consists of a total of 18 new classrooms 
and storage space dividied among each of the three academic wings. The essential skills area used for 
sudents with special needs, will also be expanded. The work is estimated to take two years. Tippecanoe 
School Coporation Superintendent says the project will be done in phases to minimize disruption to 
students and staff.

2-22 Ran 10 P.M. News (:22) 

Tonight was their ABCs of Ag event at the Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds. Local small businesses were 
invited to set up booths. The event gave the community a chance to learn about animals and 
agriculture. Claire Brown hopes after tonight, more kids will become interested in FFA.

2-22 Ran 10 P.M. News (:40) 

And over at another TSC school, students and their families had some fun with STEM. Each classroom at 
Cole Elementary School had a different theme related to science, technology, engineering or math. 
Every activity was hands on and families were able to take home their finished projects. Angie Marks 
says her goal in organizing the event was to show kids they have options.

3-20 Ran Noon News (:27)

The state senate approved a bill Tuesday to make the position one appointed by the governor. The bill 
moves up the change in superintendents by four years. As we've previously reported, Republican-
dominated Legislature passed a law in 2017 making it an appointed position starting in 2025. It followed 
numerous disagreements with former Democratic Superintendent Glenda Ritz. The bill now goes to 
Governor Eric Holcomb for his signature. 



3-23 Ran 6 P.M. News (:24) 

The Super Bowl of Smarts competition was held at Lafayette Jefferson High School today. After six 
intense weeks of robot designing and building, students came together to compete. This competition is 
different, students are given a second chance to qualify for state championship. This three day 
competition is intense, but the meaning behind it all is what sticks. Retired Educator and volunteer Steve 
Florence says students will walk away with life long skills.

3-25 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26) 

More and more schools are using apps to help make sure the halls and classrooms are safe. Now a bill at 
the statehouse would help provide funding for schools who want to implement that. Apps like "School 
Guard" which is already in use in Porter County, allow students to report overheard threats or suspicious 
behavior anonymously. It also makes it easier for schools to share those reports with police. The Porter 
County Sheriff's Office and the city of Valparaiso spent 80- thousand dollars getting its system set up.

3-26 Ran 10 P.M. News (:28) 

The Degree in 3 program allows first-year professional flight students to complete their degree and 
enter the workforce one year early. The program also saves students anywhere from 20-30-thousand 
dollars a year. An associate professor of flight technology says the process is selective and only a max of 
30 students will be chosen. But adds the program is a first-of-its-kind in collegiate aviation and will help 
the global pilot shortage.

 



Transportation and Infrastructure 

A decade’s old eyesore in Battle Ground is demolished to make way for new development. 
What that development will be is anyone’s guess. The town of Dayton is divided on a large 
housing development project. Which side will win will come to a vote at a county council 
meeting.  Lovers of the Bird Scooter program will be rejoicing when they return this Spring, but 
will they like all of the new rules that return with them?



1-1 Ran Morning News (:30)

Senator Randy Head of Logansport will file a school bus safety bill for the session starting in early 
January. He says the bill's provisions will include allowing school districts to petition for slower speed 
limits near bus stops. Three siblings were killed in Head's district in October, when they were struck by a 
pickup truck near Rochester. A fourth student died in Head's district in November when a truck rear-
ended a school bus.

1-3 Ran 6P.M. News (:31)

If approved, the subdivision would go in on County Road 600 and north 150 west. That is one mile west 
of Battle Ground Middle School. Several subdivisions are already being built or added to in the area. 
Members of Tippecanoe County Area Plan commission say the land is ideal for development because of 
the infrastructure already in place. Tippecanoe School Corporation says it's prepared for growth, but 
some parents in the district aren't buying it. We'll have more on the project tonight on the CW at 10 and 
News 18 at 11.

1-9 Ran 6 P.M. News (:40)

The Street Department will begin a three-million dollar improvement project on Washington Avenue. It 
will include Williams Street to Hoke Avenue. The city was granted more than 3 million dollars by the 
Federal Highway Administration. Street Superintendent Jason Forsythe believes this project is another 
sign of progress in Frankfort.  

1-9 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45) 

Members of the public came together for groundbreaking of the new Prairie Creek Park. More than 250-
thousand dollars was donated to the city. Many were there to help celebrate the efforts of those who 
played a significant role behind the scenes. The new park will include a stage for live performances. As 
well as a splash pad for children of all ages.

1-11 Ran Morning News (:25)

Street Commissioner Ben Anderson says they started on the secondary roads. This includes the 
neighborhoods around West Lafayette. Today the primary roads, like Sagamore Parkway, are going to be 
treated. Ander says the city is covering the roads with a brine solution, which keeps the ice from sticking 
to the ground. This liquid salt mixture makes it easier for snowplows after the snow rolls in.



1-11 Ran 110 P.M. News (:34)

Demolition finally began on the former Days Inn in Battle Ground. It has sat empty for more than 15 
years after Days Inn said they would improve the property, but didn't. An independent contractor has 
already taken care of what he says, 90 percent of the vegetation. Everything inside the property will be 
recycled except dry wall and plastics. What use to be the front entrance was torn down this evening. 
And in two weeks, the rooms will be demolished followed by everything else. The goal is to have 
everything complete within 45 days. We will talk with the president of Battle Ground's town council next 
week on what possibly could replace the former Days Inn.

1-14 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

Purdue is working with Elevate Sports Venture who usually does projects for pro stadiums and venues. 
They will be completing all the data analytics and evaluating the responses. Within the next 3 months 
Elevate and Purdue will collaborate and see what fans want. Bobinksi says there is a certain amount of 
money Purdue will spend, but says the renovations will modernize the stadium.

1-14 Ran 10 P.M. News (:50) 

Mayor John Dennis hopes the rules piggy back off of the bicycle and skateboard legislation already in 
place. And that it also applies to future transportation inventions. Representatives from Purdue and 
Lafayette were at the meeting to be sure one city's rules match the others. The document presented 
tonight has policies adapted from other cities. However Mayor Dennis says because the scooters will 
likely be ridden between two cities and a university, specifics are a little more important.

1-15 Ran Noon News (:31)

Lafayette police responded to 23 different crashes and slide-offs. West Lafayette police handled six 
crashes and one slideoff. That includes a wreck that closed lanes of the Sagamore Parkway bridge. The 
sheriff's office was called to 18 crashes and three slide offs. State Police closed Northbound I-65 near 
State Road 25 around 7 a.m. Troopers said there were five crashes in that area. All roads have since 
reopened. Nobody was seriously injured.

1-15 Ran Noon News (:60) 

The city of Lafayette is doing a study to figure out if a portion of the Pearl River Sewer should be 
relocated. It's a 9 foot wide, arched sewer and more than 100 years old. The study will look at a portion 
between Main and South Streets and 6th and 8th streets. Brad Talley says right now, it takes up too 
much underground space and doesn't allow for new development. The city is trying to figure out if it can 
be moved and scaled down.

1-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

Adkins says the Point West Management team has refused to salt his neighborhood. He told us he 
reached out to them three times and they gave him excuses. We interviewed the General Manager who 
claims they've been salting the roads since the storm. But on our drive through the neighborhood, that 
didn't seem to be the case. During our pre-scheduled interview with the General Manager, the salt 



trucks arrived. Adkins says he's happy something was done but upset it took contacting the media to 
happen.

1-15 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30) 

According to the Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office the driver was taken to the hospital where he later 
died. Lt. Brian Lowe says the truck was stopped picking up trash along its route. Deputies are not sure if 
the driver saw the truck or why he didn't stop. Both northbound lanes of US 52 South at 900 S are closed 
for the next several hours. We will let you know when the road is back open on WLFI.com.

1-15 Ran 6 P.M. News (:25)

The crash on 52 was not the first crash Tippecanoe County responders answered to today. In fact, 
before noon, there were at least 56 crashes and slide- offs reported. 23 in Lafayette, six in West 
Lafayette, and 18 in the rest of the county. One of those crashes closed lanes of the Sagamore Parkway 
bridge for a time. And multiple crashes in the area of I- 65 and State Road 25 temporarily closed the 
interstate around 7 a-m. None of those crashes led to serious injuries.

1-15 Ran 11 P.M. News (:45)

CityBus is preparing for frigid temperatures, wind and snow. The public transportation company has only 
stopped services once in the last 35 years. That was back in 2014 when Purdue also cancelled classes. 
Safety is the top priority. And with many riders being students at Purdue, CityBus and Purdue will work 
closely to monitor the road conditions. The GM of CityBus says prepare for route changes and use 
common sense.

1-16 Ran 5 P.M. News (:40)

Roads can be only cooled from above. They are usually made from asphalt, which is good at retaining 
heat. Compare that to an overpass, which usually has no ground beneath it. That allows it to cool much 
faster as cold air can move freely both above and below the driving surface. As a result, ice forms on 
bridges faster than on roads. State Police Sergeant Kim Riley says that can catch drivers off guard.

1-16 10 P.M. News (:45) 

The development of a controversial subdivision has been approved by Tippecanoe County Area Plan 
Commission. Several projects totaling in more than 18-hundred homes are in the works near Harrison 
High School. The subdivision approved tonight consists of 536 single-family homes on a little more than 
144 acres. It will be located on the south side of county road 600 north and county road 150 west. That's 
one mile east of Battle Ground Middle School.

1-18 Ran Noon News (:30) 

This means certain streets around the city needs to be clear. People are asked not to park on those 
streets so plows and salt trucks can get through. If the Mayor declares a snow emergency, the message 
will be shared on social media and through the nixel alert system. Any vehicle parked on an emergency 



snow route will be towed 12 hours after the emergency is declared. If possible, avoid parking on these 
street whenever it snows.

1-18 Ran 11 P.M. News (:26) 

We were able to take a look inside of the tank. Which is roughly the size of an NFL football field. The 
four point two million gallon tank will be used to capture untreated sewage during heavy rain events. 
Over two hundred million gallons of sewage will be captured by the tank and kept out of the Wabash 
River each year. Brad Talley says the tank progresses the goal of having a cleaner Wabash River each 
year.

1-19 Ran 11 P.M. News (:20) 

County Road 500 North is closed between North 75 East and North River Road. They say it is blocked 
due to snow drifting. County highway will not be able to clear it until 7 A-M on Sunday. The sheriff's 
office is warning drivers that other north-south roads are becoming blocked by drifting.

1-21 Ran Noon News (:25)

Clinton, Tippecanoe, Benton, Cass, White, Carroll, Jasper, Montgomery, Pulaski, Fulton and Newton 
counties are under a travel advisory. This level warns drivers that travel may be restricted in areas 
because of hazardous situations. Warren county was downgraded from a warning to a travel watch. 
That means only essential travel, such as to and from work or in emergency situations, is recommended.

1-22 Ran Noon News (:45) 

It's all to help the flow of traffic caused by trucks coming and going from area manufacturers. A signal 
will also be installed on Haggerty at County Road 500 South and the North Entrance of SIA. City Engineer 
Jeromy Grenard says the project will keep the area from getting congested. But that's not the only 
benefit.

1-22 Ran 11 P.M. News (:50) 

Plans to renovate inside the Tippecanoe County Courthouse are starting at the top. Commissioners 
approved an HVAC upgrade to the 5th floor today. Tom Murtaugh says once they get that up and 
running this summer, they can work their way to the 4th floor. That's where the new Superior Court 
Seven will go if it's approved by the state this session. They also want to build an additional courtroom 
for the juvenile system. Murtaugh says this project could get expensive.

1-23 Ran 11 P.M. News (:36)

Melting snow and rain caused high water to run over some roads in our area. Now the temperatures are 
dropping and the roads are starting to freeze. News 18's Demie Johnson is live at McCormick Road in 
West Lafayette. Demie what are conditions like over there?

1-24 Ran Morning News (:24)



The Tippecanoe County sheriff's office is warning drivers about slick roads this morning. The snow that 
melted yesterday has frozen over and could be an issue for your commute. News 18's Kiyerra Lake is live 
from one of yesterday's problem areas. Good morning Kiyerra.

1-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33) 

Take a look at these photos I captured so you can see what I'm talking about. When I was taking pictures 
a man told me he saw the train fall over but wasn’t sure if it was stopped or moving or what's inside the 
cars. These detailed photos are available on our website WLFI.com of the derailed train.

1-24 Ran 6 P.M. News (:22) 

The Commission also approved the next phases of the Main Street Streetscape project. These phases 
will include surveying and design efforts from Seventh Street up to Eleventh Street. As well as 
engineering, surveying and construction on 3rd street between Columbia and South Streets. Economic 
Development Director Dennis Carson says the city plans to update sidewalks and create more gathering 
spaces for the public to enjoy.

1-29 Ran Morning News (:41) 

Tippecanoe, Lafayette and West Lafayette school corporations are all delayed this morning. The districts 
say negative 15 degrees or below is typically the temperature threshold for whether to issue a delay or 
cancellation. But factors like humidity, road conditions and salt trucks have an impact. They all like to 
make the decision by 5:30 in the morning. Or like they did yesterday the night before if they can.

1-30 Ran Noon News (:33)

Several people were reported to be without power this morning across Carroll County. The Carroll 
County Community Center decided to step in and help those affected. The center turned its facilities 
into a warming shelter this morning. The decision came after learning of the power outages and due to 
the cold.  Carroll White REMC has since reported that all power has been restored.

1-31 Ran Morning News (:18) 

That's where their new soltuion, called I-B-G Magic which is short for "ice be gone", comes in handy. 
Street Commissioner Ben Anderson ordered I-B-G because it works in -30 degree temperatures. It's an 
additive put into the current brine solution the workers treat the roads with. The department is always 
trying to improve the ways they can provide public safety.

1-31 Ran 10 P.M. News (2:03)

Broken pipes and utility problems aren't uncommon in the cold, but one West Lafayette community has 
been struggling with it for two days now. Neighbors at Woods Edge Mobile Home Park say something 
has been broken for all that time, and none of them have running water in their homes. Jordan, the 
parking lot of Wood's Edge is covered in ice. You can see in these videos, neighbors have been banding 
together, just to get their vehicles out of the ice. They assume all the water was from a broken pipe, but 



they can't be sure because they say management hasn't answered any questions. And when they go 
inside, there are even more problems

2-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:34) 

Freezing and thawing are instrumental in potholes forming. This makes it harder for roadways and can 
cause distress for our vehicles. The materials used to make pavement today expand and contract. As it 
gets colder outside that pavement begins to crack and as it warms up the pavement expands. This can 
cause many issues for much of the two point seven million miles of pavement across the U.S. That's why 
pavement design researcher John Haddocks says this weather can be harmful.

2-1 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:36)

Merillville based NIPSCO released its plans to transition to lower-cost renewable energy sources. It's 
part of the company's plan to save it customers 4 billion dollars. I asked the spokesperson for the 
company what energy source it will be using and why is it so cost efficient.

2-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:22) 

A multi-year project at the Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds is halfway through its first phase. We first 
reported on the project last July. New structures have started going up including framework for the new 
horse barn. Sewage, storm water and electrical upgrades are also in progress. New asphalt will also be 
laid in the eastern portion of the grounds. David Byers says planners are already looking ahead at the 
next phase of the project.

2-5 Ran 10 P.M. News (:21) 

New electric meters have been installed around some areas of Greater Lafayette. The smart meter gives 
home owners the ability to track their energy usage. These wireless systems will allow for meter readers 
to collect energy data wirelessly. You can also track your energy usage by seeing what times of the day 
you may be using more energy. Home owners may also have a new way to save money on their electric 
bill.

2-6 Ran Noon News (:13) 

A traffic alert to pass along this midday. State Road 75 East of 700 South in Carroll County will be closed 
for a majority of the afternoon as crews work to clean up a crash. That's in the southern part of the 
county near the Carroll and Clinton County border.

2-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50) 

The city of Lafayette is adding another water tower to its skyline. And it could help the city grow. 
Lafayette's Board of Works approved the design for a new 2 million gallon water tower. It will be built 
near the intersection of 18th Street and County Road East 430 South. That's near Wea Ridge Elementary 
School.

2-14 Ran 5 P.M. News (:24) 



The sidewalks were recently updated to comply with A-D-A regulations. Making the infrastructure 
accessible to those with disabilities. A Lafayette city engineer tells me they raised the sidewalk up, and 
added the curb ramps onto the walkway. But that allows water easy access into buildings. As News 18 
previously reported, this work was part of a 5 point 5 million dollar Main Street Streetscapes project.

2-23 Ran 5 P.M. News (:26) 

Bird is the name of the company that provided scooters last year. The Scooters took over Purdue's 
campus as a new way of transportation. But they didn’t stay long, the West Lafayette Police Department 
took multiple scooters off the streets due to ill-handling. The scooters also violated the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. Users would leave them in the middle of the side walk which didn't leave room for 
wheel chairs to get through. While these scooters could make a comeback many have mixed feelings.

2-26 Ran Noon News (:10) 

This was what the scene looked earlier this morning. Sgt. Matt Gard says the injuries are not believed to 
be serious. He says several ambulances were called. We will post any updates on WLFI.com.

2-26 Ran 5 P.M. News (:27) 

The city of West Lafayette is moving forward with the expansion of Cherry Lane to U.S 231. The city 
engineer got the green light to tear down trees where the new extended road will go. Last year, News 
18 reported the city is working to alleviate traffic congestion that comes around game time. Right now, 
Cherry Lane is a two way road. The project includes adding a third lane and a multi-use trail for bikers 
and walkers. Ed Garrison says this project has been in discussion for several years.

3-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:28) 

The Old U.S. 231 and County Road 500 intersection has seen a major increase in traffic. It's due to 
population growth in the area. The ccounty will be adding a turning lane and a multi-use path for the 
sidewalks. Student safety was a large factor in this decision. Although traffic is heavy, there hasn't been 
any serious accidents on the road. Tippecanoe County's Highway Executive Director says this project is 
for preventative measures.

3-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:23) 

Tippecanoe County is one step closer to fixing broken roads in Battle Ground. This morning, County 
leaders approved construction on North Ninth Street. Repairs will span from Burnetts Road to Prophet 
Street. The county has already repaired Burnetts Creek Ditch.  This year's winter weather has increased 
the need for road work in the area. County Commissioner Dave Byers says it's the repeated freezing and 
thawing that has caused some of the damages.

3-4 Ran 10 P.M. News (:33) 

There is now an official ordinance to regulate scooter use in West Lafayette. It was drafted last month 
and amended at last week's pre-council meeting. It passed unanimously tonight. The ordinance covers 
how many scooters can be on the streets and where they can and can't be left. Plus it includes fees for 
those who violate the rules. The ordinance was drafted in response to concerns including blocked 



sidewalks and ADA compliance. As we previously reported, the city asked scooter companies to give 
them time to get rules in place. They agreed and pulled scooters from the area in December. Mayor 
John Dennis says getting to this point is a huge relief.

3-11 Ran Noon News (:22) 

A Lafayette neighborhood's aging water main is getting replaced. It's part of a project to improve 
infrastructure in the Vinton Neighborhood. Crews will replace the water main between Greenbush and 
Underwood Streets, east of Elmwood Avenue. Water Works Superintendent Kerry Smith says the line 
breaks regularly. Smith says residents won't notice a difference. But it will save the city the headache of 
having to make frequent repairs.

3-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:25) 

Yost Drive is one of the main areas that would be impacted. Right now, it's a short road...going from 
State Road-38 to Hine Drive. The county plans to extend Yost Drive to Haggerty Lane. Since the land 
belongs to Tippecanoe County, the plan is for Dayton to annex that area. Another plan is setting up a Tax 
Increment Finance district along the interstate. That will include adding new businesses to the land. 
Tippecanoe County's area planning executive director says this is a good economic move for Dayton.

3-18 Ran Morning News (:26) 

There will be work during the day and night. Traffic will be down to one lane in each direction. It is 
weather permitting. Beginning Wednesday through Saturday the intersection of U-S 52 and Veterans 
Memorial Parkway will be paved. You may experience long delays. INDOT is encouraging drivers to seek 
an alternate route during this time.

3-19 Ran 5 P.M. News (:23) 

Good news for people living in Lafayette - power has been restored following an outage. Duke energy 
tells us power was turned back on just about an hour ago. At its height, nearly 17-hundred people on 
the east side of Lafayette were out of power. That included major intersections along Sagamore 
Parkway and Earl Avenue. We spoke with Duke a little while ago - and they believe it was caused by a 
piece of metal that was somehow thrown up into the lines.

3-22 Ran 11 P.M. News (:23) 

Waste management of Indiana is trying to expand its landfill in White County, but first has to rezone the 
land around it. The spokeswoman for Waste Management of Indiana says the landfill will run out of 
space in 9 years, so it's important to start the process of rezoning as soon as possible. White County 
Area Plan Commission is holding a special session to discuss the rezone. That's Monday at 6 p.m. on the 
2nd floor of the White County Building.

3-25 Ran 5 P.M. News (:20) 



Starting next Monday, crews will begin building the crossovers for traffic. Eventually, all traffic will be 
shifted into one lane in each direction on the new eastbound bridge.

3-26 Ran 5 P.M. News (:28) 

The current Carroll County jail has a maximum of 34 beds. Right now, it's housing 42 inmates. The 
overcrowding issue began in 20-14 after the state's inmate laws changed. That law ended up putting 
more lower-level criminals in county jails, rather than state prisons. The county has been sending 
inmates to the Warren and White County jails. That costs 35-dollars a day per inmates. When they're 
sending 20 to 30 people away, that can cost the county more than a million dollars annually. County 
Sheriff Tobe Leazenby this new jail is long overdue.

    


