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AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS and HEALTHCARE

News 18 examines what a recent report found concerning farm-related fatalities.  A Purdue 
related startup is developing a one-of-a-kind app, aimed at detecting concussions.
News 18's Brad Oppenheim looks at how the app works.  A Cass County manufacturer plans to 
add more jobs to its workforce.  The city of Logansport lays out plans to bring more businesses 
and restaurants to town.  Downtown Lafayette business owners hoped to see an increase in 
holiday gift purchases instead saw a lack in the presence of shoppers and News 18 looks into the 
decline.  A multi-million dollar project in downtown Lafayette is going to take a little longer 
than anticipated. News 18' Samantha Thieke reports how the timeline for the Main Street 
Streetscape Project is impacting a downtown business.
  

10-2-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:04)



With fall harvest in full swing, farmers from each corner of the state are keeping busy, 
sometimes overlooking their safety. News 18's Brad Oppenheim tells us what a recent report 
found concerning farm-related fatalities. The average Indiana farmer is 58 years old. 62 is the 
average age of those who died in farm-related accidents.

10-4-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 39)
As manufacturing becomes more technical companies are looking to young people to get the 
training they need to fill future jobs. Greater Lafayette Commerce is holding its third annual 
Manufacturing Week.  

10-4-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28)
A local couple in their late 80s is separated this afternoon after being married for nearly 65 years. 
Wilma and Paul Clauss got married back in 1953. They were living together in an assisted living 
facility in Lafayette until Paul had some unexpected health issues. Their daughters say Medicaid 
moved Paul to another facility in town last week, and now the couple is being forced to live 
apart.  Something the family says is a flaw in the healthcare system.   

10-5-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:00)
A former employee says more than two dozen people have been laid off from Regal Beloit's 
Monticello plant.

10-6-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 25)
It's no secret opioids are addictive and even dangerous.  That's why the Drug- Free Coalition of 
Tippecanoe County is hosting a series of lectures about addiction today and tomorrow. Dr. Don 
Teater will be the guest speaker. He says evidence shows the pain can be treated with non- 
opioid alternatives, with better results. He will be talking to area doctors and other prescribers in 
the next few days about how they can help.

10-6-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
Students at a Tippecanoe County middle school are up and moving for kids who may not be able 
to. Wea Ridge Middle School sixth, seventh and eighth graders hit the track for a Walk-a-Thon 
to benefit Riley Hospital for Children. Students each donated five dollars and walked an hour 
and raised about two thousand dollars this year. Eighth grade student Luke Trapp says the walk-
a-thon is an important school tradition.

10-7-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 1:45)
With heroin overdoses becoming more and more common in the state, Attorney General Greg 
Zoeller pledges a 400 thousand grant to combat the rise. The grant will help equip first 
responders with Naloxone a medicine that reverses drug overdoses.

10-7-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 43)
More than 150 people will soon be without jobs in White County. This comes after Magnetation 
LLC was unable to keep its Reynolds plant from shutting down, just two years after opening. 
Yesterday, the company announced it would stop production today or in the near future. The 
agreement between Magnetation and AK Steel Pellet to purchase the company was terminated 
after a bankruptcy judge ruled to approve the Global Settlement Agreement. The company says 



local management teams will be contacting all employees regarding the wind-down process. 
White County resident Natasha Curtis says her uncle is going to be one of the people without a 
job. She hopes another company can come in and make use of the existing plant.

10-12-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 46)
About 25 percent of people who use spice become schizophrenic. They often try to kill 
themselves or hurt other people. Estes says we have come a long way with spice as far as 
stopping it from being sold over the counter and inventing ways to detect the drug in urine. 
However, the problem is still increasing and it's still very difficult to treat. There have been 
several deaths due to the drug.  We are waiting on official spice statistics from IU Health Arnett 
which are expected be available soon.

10-14-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:54)
Access to basic healthcare can be nearly impossible in remote parts of Africa, but a group of 
Silicon Valley engineers is looking to change that.  They're using drones to deliver urgent 
medical supplies, dramatically reducing the time that critical ill patients need to wait.  

10-23-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50)
Indiana has the 10th highest rate of infant deaths in America.

10-24-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15)
For the first time in nearly 200 years, bison are now roaming through a nature conservatory in 
Newton County. The operation is being overseen by the Indiana Board of Animal Health and the 
Indianapolis Zoo. Anchor says the last time bison were free roaming in Indiana was 1830.

10-26-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05)
Purdue Student Government members and Mental Health America of Tippecanoe continue 
raising awareness about mental health issues in our community. At Purdue alone, nearly 20 
percent of undergrad students sought help just this year.  

11-1-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :31)
Subaru of Indiana Automotive is making history today. Associates revealed a 2017 vehicle, fresh 
off the assembly line, the first to be made in America. Subaru of Indiana Automotive is making 
history today.  Associates revealed a 2017 vehicle, fresh off the assembly line, the first to be 
made in America.

11-2-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Farmers are beginning to see how much their crops are worth as harvest season comes to an end. 
Purdue Ag expert Bob Nielsen says around 75% of both and corn and soybeans have been 
harvested. According to the USDA's October crop report, corn is at roughly 177 bushels per acre. 
That is seven percent above historical trends. Nielsen also says with the past few weeks being 
dry and warm, farmers have had an easier and more cost efficient harvest.  



11-4-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33)
Elected officials from Tippecanoe County want people to think small during this holiday 
shopping season. West Lafayette Mayor John Dennis, Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski and 
County Commissioner Tracy Brown came out today to support Small Business Saturday on 
November 26th. It's a national campaign to get people to shop locally. Greater Lafayette 
Commerce invited the officials to Java Jo'z in Lafayette to highlight how buying from local shop 
owners directly helps families in the community. Java Jo'z owner Rob Root says shopping small 
helps in a big way.

11-11-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:45)
With Christmas a little more than six weeks away, holiday shopping is already in full swing. 
While distribution workers might make more, Feinberg says retail positions are still enticing 
because of discounts the workers can get at stores.

11-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
It was a dream come true for a Lafayette citizen with a love for trains. Fifty Four year old Bruce 
Kressel is a resident at Signature Healthcare in Lafayette.  A life-long dream for Kressel was to 
see a train in person, and as his eyesight is failing the staff wanted to make that dream come true.  
Rehabilitation Services Manager Steph Romig reached out to the The Reamer Club at Purdue to 
help make it happen.  Kressel and other residents got a chance to cruise in the Boiler Maker 
Special and loved every minute of it.  Romig says she's thankful she can help make Kressel's 
dream come true.

11-14-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 42)
A Delphi health clinic is now able to serve more people thanks to a donation of a building from 
Indiana University Health Arnett. North Central Nursing Clinics runs four Family Health Clinics 
and provides affordable healthcare to people in rural areas. The FHC is staffed by Purdue School 
of Nursing students and gives patients and alternative to driving long distances for check-ups. IU 
Health Arnett planned to leave its Delphi location and decided donate the facility. The clinic is 
moving administrative offices into the new building creating five more patient-care rooms in the 
original space. Director of Operations Suzan Overholser says she's already seeing an increase in 
appointments.

11-16-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
160 manufacturing jobs will be lost when General Motors stops producing semiconductors at its 
Kokomo plant next year.  At one time, the GM plant in Kokomo employed 13,000 people. The 
recent round of layoffs will affect 100 hourly workers and 60 salaried, leaving about 600 
employees at the plant. In a statement, GM says its semiconductor business is just no longer 
profitable.  The company says they will work with unions in the coming months to help find 
opportunities for the people being laid off.



11-16-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:40)
A local business owner is warning other businesses and residents about a fraudulent phone call 
he received.  Arni's Owner Brad Cohen says someone claiming to be Duke Energy called him 
and said he was behind in payments and that his power would be shut off in the matter of hours. 
Duke Representatives say about 75 people have fallen victim to this fraudulent scheme recently. 
They say they'll never call you asking for money and will always notify you by mail

11-17-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28)
When it comes to the health of the local economy, local experts say the future looks positive. 
Today the Greater Lafayette Commerce held its Economic Forecast Luncheon. A panel of 
Purdue experts were on hand to discuss the impact of agriculture and industry over the next 12 
months. The overall success of the economy was also a topic. Experts used data to support what's 
happening in the economy. GLC's CEO and President Scott Walker says the message was 
reassuring.

11-17-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10)
Thanksgiving is just a week away and some Hoosier cooks are adding more items to their 
holiday menu.   That's because grocery store food prices are significantly lower than last year. 
The average cost for a traditional Thanksgiving meal is the lowest it's been since 2010. 
According to a Purdue Economist, there's a six percent reduction in meat products this year 
compared to last.  Reasons for the low prices include warm weather, low gas prices and a great 
harvest season and shoppers are pretty happy.

11-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
A Cass County manufacturer plans to add more jobs to its workforce. Logansport-based 
manufacturer Small Parts will fill an additional 40 advanced manufacturing positions. Earlier this 
week, company officials met with the Logansport City Council Finance Committee to discuss 
plans for a 7 million dollar investment in new equipment. The company also requested a 5- year 
tax abatement. If the abatement is approved, the hiring process will begin with jobs averaging 17 
dollars an hour. Mayor Dave Kitchell says he's happy to see a local company working to bring 
more jobs to the community.

11-20-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, duration: 30)
The state's unemployment numbers have continued to see a decline. The Indiana Department of 
Workforce Development says October's unemployment rate was 4.4 percent. That's slightly 
below September's 4.5 percent unemployment rate. The number is also below the national 
average of 4-point-9 percent. Indiana’s labor force has increased by more than 83-thousand 
people over the last year.  The department also says initial unemployment insurance claims are 
the lowest point in more than 30 years.



11-22-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
A catering barn was the hot topic tonight at a Carroll County area plan meeting.  Vintage Oaks 
Banquet Farm was under scrutiny from nearby neighbors who say the party barn draws in noise, 
trash and too many cars for the area. Neighbors filed a lawsuit saying the barn wasn't protected 
under the agriculture zoning ordinance. The area plan commission passed a motion to add the 
barn venue to the zoning ordinance. Vintage Oaks Farm Owner says she is happy to finally move 
forward. But neighbors who filed the complaint say they're not stopping their efforts.

11-24-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:43)
Members of the Autism Resource Center of Kokomo are hopeful bringing in new technology 
will help track those at-risk of wandering away. Applications are currently being accepted for 
families interested in getting a bracelet.

11-24-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:40)
While Black Friday is a big deal for retailers, researchers say the busiest shopping days are 
actually the last two weeks of December. And as News 18's Cameron Hardin reports, it should 
be a nice year for your wallets.

11-29-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 49)
Hundreds of jobs and millions in investment are coming to Carroll County. It involves recycling 
and renewable energy projects near Camden. The Carroll County Economic Development 
Corporation and GEP Fuel and Energy Indiana made the 300 million dollar announcement. GEP 
President Stephen Hogan says the project includes two facilities, a recycling center and diesel 
refinery, the recycling center will take in a million tons of waste a year.

12-2-16 (During Morning broadcast, duration: 20)
You may have already noticed, but the Pay Less on West Lafayette's Sagamore Parkway has 
opened its gas station. The project has been in the works since September, when the city council 
approved the gas pumps, as well as a building extension and more parking spaces for the 
supermarket.

12-2-16(During Morning Broadcast, duration 2:05)
Lawmakers on both sides are agreeing this morning about the deal President-Elect Donald 
Trump made with Carrier to keep hundreds of jobs here in Indiana. News 18's Alexis Moberger 
explains how Republicans and Democrats both say the deal helps makes America competitive 
again. Trump says he plans to lower the business tax from 35 to 15 percent and focus on 
changing regulations.  He says since about six years ago, 260 new federal regulations have 
passed, 53 of which affect the Carrier plant.

12-2-16 (During six o’clock broadcast, duration 1:55)
A Purdue related startup is developing a one-of-a-kind app, aimed at detecting concussions.
News 18's Brad Oppenheim tells us how the app works.



12-4-16 (During six o’clock broadcast, duration: 30)
Department stores and malls are frequently visited during the holidays as people search for the 
perfect gift. But what something a little more unique? The third annual Holiday Makers Market 
was held today at the Wea Creek Orchard. Pottery, candles, and hand-carved wood were some of 
the items offered this year. Everything available was made by Hoosiers from all across the state. 
Organizer Angela Taylor says the event is about supporting small business in the community.

12-6-16 (During five o’clock broadcast, duration: 25)
IU Health Arnett Hospital in Lafayette is set to open a new family medicine office. The office 
features behavioral health, nutritional services, lab work, x-rays and women's health. Physicians 
can offer care to patients with ages ranging from newborns to seniors. Doctor Kishan Patel says 
this is the first I-U Health Arnett family medicine office on the east side. Patel says the practice 
will be able to serve an additional 5- thousand patients.

12-6-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05)
The city of Logansport is laying out plans to bring more businesses and restaurants to town. 
Kitchell says at this time next year, the city would like to have a vision for the future of shopping 
in Logansport.

12-9-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 3:00)
Indiana Packers will grow by 99,000 square feet thanks to a 23 million dollar investment. 
Company leaders say a new cold storage distribution center will improve logistics and speed up 
deliveries.  It's being built alongside the current Carroll County facility. And it's the second 
major investment by I P C in a little more than a year. In September of last year, 40-million 
dollars was spent to expand bacon production while adding 91 jobs. Leaders say this latest 
investment will help continue economic growth in Carroll County.

12-13-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
With those dangerously cold temperatures moving in it's important to keep safety in mind. 
Kandis Chapman is an Emergency Room Nurse at IU Health Arnett Hospital. She says with 
these cold temperatures, the ER sees an increase in weather related injuries. Those injuries 
include falls because of icy conditions, frostbite and respiratory issues. She says it's important to 
use common sense when it's this cold outside.

12-15-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20)
A West Lafayette compound pharmacy owner says regulation and reimbursement challenges are 
making it difficult for his business to stay afloat. Custom Plus Pharmacy owner Ben Rachwal is 
hoping congress will relax some of the Food and Drug Administration rules. U.S. Representative 
Todd Rokita says he may be able to help. Rachwal wasn't the only compound pharmacist asking 
for Rokita's help the owners of Custom Med in Brownsburg and Herbst Pharmacy in Kokomo 
attended the meeting as well.



12-12-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 36)
Tonight could be the night county leaders in Warren County vote on plans for a hotly contested 
wind farm. So far, there have been three Board of Zoning Appeals meetings where members 
were scheduled to vote.  But each time, the board pushed the vote back after hearing from 
concerned citizens. People against the proposed Jordan Creek Wind Farm say it could negatively 
impact their health and property value.  Those in favor of the 350-million dollar project say it 
will bring jobs and economic growth to Warren County. Tonight's hearing is at 6 at Seeger 
Memorial High School. News 18 plans to be there.  We'll bring the latest tonight on News 18 at 
Eleven.

12-14-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:28)
A multimillion-dollar energy project in Carroll County is not progressing as fast as what was 
originally planned. This delay comes despite the county council passing a preliminary resolution 
to approve millions in tax abatements last month. 400 million dollars and 250 jobs are riding on 
this. Today the Carroll County Council tabled a motion to approve a tax abatement for the GEP 
Fuel & Energy Indiana project near Camden. Council President Jamie Rough say the decision 
was made yesterday after the council's attorney met with representatives from GEP Fuel & 
Energy and the Carroll County Economic Development Corporation.  

12-15-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28)
Caterpillar is laying off employees because of market conditions expected in 2017.  The 
company isn't saying how many people are being let go, or at what facilities. Cat announced a 
restructuring plan in late 2015 that included the elimination of as many as ten-thousand jobs, and 
closing or consolidating 20 plants around the world through 2018.  With additional cut-backs this 
year, Cat has saved nearly two-billion dollars.  2016 sales are expected to be 39-billion dollars 
down from 47 billion in 2015.

12-15-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
A multi-million dollar project in downtown Lafayette is going to take a little longer than 
anticipated. News 18' Samantha Thieke reports how the timeline for the Main Street Streetscape 
Project is impacting a downtown business. The project should be finished no later than the 
beginning of May.

12-20-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:05)
A local radio DJ will soon make an impact more than 8,000 miles away in Zambia. He's going to 
help set up Zambia's first 24-hour agriculture radio station. News 18's Brad Oppenheim tell us 
how the man behind WASK's Mac in the Morning is now ready for the experience of a lifetime. 
McGarvey says he'll leave for Zambia on January 27th. He'll spend a little over a week meeting 
with agricultural leaders and local farmers before heading back home.

12-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
A historic movie theater is being restored back to its original beauty. News 18's Brad Oppenheim 
tells us the history behind the Monon Theatre and what the future holds



12-21-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 57)
State lawmakers are working to fix a controversial vaping bill that created a monopoly with a 
Lafayette based security company. Mulhaupt's Incorporated is currently the only company 
qualified to oversee e-liquid manufacturers, but State Senator Randy Head wants it to be the last. 
Head wants to change the law so the responsibilities of the private security company will soon 
belong to the Indiana Alcohol and Tobacco Commission. 

12-21-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
The potential new owner of the Magnetation Plant in Reynolds is hoping to restore production 
and jobs.  Tom Clarke is the owner of ERP Iron Ore, LLC.He is currently in the process of 
purchasing certain assets from Magnetation. Clarke says they are waiting on a judge in the U- S 
Bankruptcy Court to approve the sale order. He wants to then close on the 30th. Clarke says the 
goal is to start production of iron ore concentrate in Minnesota and pellets at the Reynolds plant.

12-23-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 3:22)
A fight over what can be called "milk" could change the way products are labeled in the dairy 
aisle. The dairy industry, and some members of congress, say the label should be reserved for 
milk from a cow.  And they want the government to take action. But, many plant- based 
alternatives like almond and soy are called milk, too.

12-28-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05)
Downtown Lafayette business owners hoping to see an increase in holiday gift purchases instead 
saw a lack in the presence of shoppers. Now they're trying to figure out how to recover from the 
decrease in sales. News 18's Alexis Moberger joins us now and uncovers just how low those 
sales were.   Some of the local store owners we spoke to say they think sales were so much lower 
this holiday season because of the Main Street construction. They say a lot of people don't think 
that they're open.  But many of the store owners aren't losing hope.

12-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 21)
The New Year will bring a new project in Delphi to attract industrial growth and jobs. Mayor 
Shane Evans appeared on News 18 This Morning to talk about plans for 2017. Those include 
expanding the city's water and sewer effectively doubling its current capacity. Evans says that's 
critical to attracting new investment especially in Carroll County.

12-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:28)
Tippecanoe County's economy saw changes both good and bad in 2016. And the effects of those 
changes will be felt in 2017. News 18's Alexis Moberger reports on the year where we saw major 
construction and many businesses impacted. 

12-29-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15)
Downtown Lafayette could be the future home of a farm. But it's a new take on what you might 
be used to.  News 18 spoke with a local member of Red Giant Union about its mission to educate 
the community about a greener lifestyle while providing healthy foods year-round.



CRIME

Lafayette and a school community are shocked after a teacher is shot and killed outside of her 
home.  One man is arrested for the shooting of a school teacher and formally charged with 
murder by prosecutors.  Indiana State Police dig into possible widespread voter fraud in the state 
before the general election.  A word of warning from parents who say their daughter had a 
creepy encounter with a man in a Lafayette neighborhood.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports 
there was nothing illegal about what happened, but police say it was right to get them involved. 
         

10-3-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 55)



29 year old Amber Pasztor faces two counts of murder for the deaths of 7 year old Liliana 
Hernandez and 6 year old Rene Pasztor. They were taken from their custodial grandfather's home 
in Fort Wayne last Monday. The case is being tried in Elkhart County, where the children were 
found in the back seat of a car Amber Pasztor was driving. If convicted, she would face 45 to 60 
years in prison for each count, although some circumstances could allow for life without parole 
or even the death sentence. Prosecutor Curtis Hill says he's still weighing whether or not to 
pursue one of those options.

10-9-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 50)
Logansport police are investigating after a man was shot early this morning. Around 1:20 am 
officers were called to a home in the 200 block of Wheatland Avenue. They found 41 year old 
Jose Salas with multiple gunshot wounds.  Salas told police he was sitting in his car at 10th and 
North streets when another vehicle pulled up to him.  Salas says that's when someone in the other 
vehicle started firing into his car. The other car took off after shooting Salas 2 to 3 times. Salas 
drove himself to the Wheatland Avenue home and called police. He was taken to a local and later 
airlifted to another hospital. His condition is unknown at this time.

10-6-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:27)
The second man who pleaded guilty to last summer's double homicide in Lafayette is sentenced 
today.  20 year old Jacob Guffey will spend 57 and a half years in prison for shooting and killing 
36 year old Aaron Hunter Junior and 46 year old Terry Smith Junior. 34 year old Matthew Oertel 
was sentenced to 55 years for his role in the crime.

10-10-16 (During five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
Lafayette police are investigating an armed robbery over the weekend on the city's south side. It 
happened around 3:30 Saturday morning at the Village Pantry in the 3100-block of Brady Lane. 
According to LPD, the clerk says a man displayed a gun and got away with cash before fleeing 
the store toward Pheasant Run Apartments. No one was injured during the robbery. Anybody 
with information is asked to call the Lafayette Police Department or the anonymous We-Tip 
Hotline at 800-78-CRIME.

10-11-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 50)
In the interview, Pasztor also admitted to killing her neighbor, Frank Macomber, a crime she has 
not yet been charged with.  She says she doesn't care if she goes to jail because she believes what 
she did was right. We have her full interview with Brett Thomas, including her claim that she 
gave the children a choice, right now on our website, wlfi.com.

10-13-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 35)
Lafayette police are in the middle of what they're calling a "death investigation" after a body was 
found on the city's north side last night. It all began with a report of shots fired in the 1300 block 
of Ridgeway Avenue. Investigators say the call came in around 8 last night. Detectives said the 
victim's body was found outside a home and is now with the Tippecanoe County coroner's office. 
We called police earlier this morning, but they aren't releasing any new details- including 
confirming whether or not this is a murder investigation. We were told more information will 
hopefully be released later this morning.



10-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 
Two Jasper County sheriff's deputies had to be taken to a hospital after inhaling heroin during a 
traffic stop. The sheriff's office says deputies pulled over Kenneth Baker and Earl Amos on 
Interstate 65 yesterday. At one point, officers say Baker tried to hide or get rid of a baggie, and a 
powder inside the bag became airborne. It was later identified as heroin. Baker and the two 
deputies were decontaminated at a hospital. Baker and Amos were both arrested for conspiracy 
to deal heroin and other charges.

10-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
Tippecanoe County Coroner Donna Avolt says gunshot wounds are the preliminary cause of 
death of a Lafayette art teacher found outside her home Wednesday evening. That's after an 
autopsy was performed this afternoon. The investigation into the death of 52 year-old Kristi 

10-14-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 27)
Logansport police have identified a suspect in a shooting last weekend and want the public's help 
to find him. Police are looking for 18 year old Orlando. He lives at 114 Tenth Street in 
Logansport.  Azpeitia is charged with Attempted Murder and Dealing Methamphetamine. 

10-17-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00) 
Prosecutors need more time to formally charge the man arrested for the murder of a Lafayette 
elementary art teacher.  On Saturday 19 year old Darius Printup was booked into the Tippecanoe 
County Jail in connection to Wednesday night's shooting of 52 year-old Kristi Redmon. 
According to this probable cause affidavit a witness led police to the arrest of Printup. The 
person says they saw Printup fire several shots at Redmon when she opened her front door.

10-20-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:29)
A Tippecanoe County jury is deciding whether 21 year old Jacob McDaniel is guilty of 
confining, beating and robbing 86 year old Kenneth Nice of Lafayette. The state reviewed 
highlights of the testimonies including several jail phone calls where McDaniel apologized to 
Nice, asked for money and even asked him to stop cooperating with prosecutors. Prosecutors 
walked the jury through every charge and how they feel they proved each one beyond a 
reasonable doubt.

10-21-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 24)
A Lansing, Illinois, man will spend time behind bars for a robbery that happened back in April. 
32 year old Ronald Collins was sentenced yesterday in Tippecanoe County Superior Court to a 
four year sentence, which includes one year on probation. Prosecutors say Collins robbed a 
woman on North Salisbury Street in West Lafayette on April 24th, right after she withdrew 
money from an ATM. Collins pleaded guilty to the charges last month.

10-24-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)



A 17 year old from Kokomo is dead after what police believe was a drug deal gone wrong. Now 
students at The Crossing in Kokomo are mourning the loss of their classmate, Lemarcus 
McGraw. Today McGraw's mother, Kaynia Hendrix, visited The Crossing, an alternative school 
in Kokomo. Hendrix urged students to avoid the kind of decisions that killed her son and landed 
another young man in jail. Police believe 21 year old Kaliel Rucker shot and killed McGraw 
Sunday afternoon. Prosecutors have charged him with murder, possession of marijuana and 
dealing marijuana. Hendrix asked students to pray for her family and for the suspect's family and 
to consider their own futures.

10-24-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
A woman is recovering after she was stabbed in the stomach at her Claystone at the Crossing 
apartment earlier today. Lafayette police say the woman was stabbed around six on her back 
porch at 580 Northchester lane.  Officers say the woman was alert and was able to bandage her 
wound when they arrived.  Police say they have no suspect and received little information from 
neighbors. The woman was treated at a nearby hospital for her injury.

10-25-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30)
Lafayette's Claystone at the Crossing is leaving behind its name and hopefully its reputation. 
Today, city leaders unveiled recent renovations. The new owners, Integra Property Management, 
have poured millions into the renovation. The goal is to make the new place safer and a more 
family-friendly environment.  But is this is this possible? Claystone has notoriously been a place 
known for its crime and a woman was just stabbed in the stomach last night.  Residents say only 
time will tell.

10-26-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
Two Tippecanoe County men are doing their part to make sure area police officers are protected. 
Last summer friends Shane Weist and Donnie Alexander came up with a way to thank officers 
for doing their jobs. They started the Stand Behind the Shield fund to pay for extra safety gear 
police need while on duty. After three months of door knocking and phone calls to friends and 
area businesses.  They raised about ten thousand dollars. The money will be split between 
Purdue, Lafayette and West Lafayette police departments and the Tippecanoe County Sheriff's 
Office. Alexander says an officer's life depends on their equipment.

10-27-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50)
With less than two weeks to the election, Indiana State Police are still digging into possible 
widespread voter fraud in the state. But Indiana isn't the only place dealing with the concerns. 
Republican Presidential Candidate Donald Trump has been vocal in his belief in a "rigged" 
election and now Democrats are suing over allegations. 

10-27-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20)
A word of warning from parents who say their daughter had a creepy encounter with a man in a 
Lafayette neighborhood.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports there was nothing illegal about what 
happened, but police say it was right to get them involved. 

10-28-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 41)



A Twin Lakes Principal who was put on administrative leave for operating a vehicle while 
intoxicated has pleaded guilty.  White County Prosecutor Robert Guy says Jennifer Miller asked 
for a change of plea yesterday morning. Police arrested Miller back in August, after a witness 
called 911 to report an intoxicated driver. According to court documents, her blood alcohol 
content was point 144, almost twice the legal limit.

11-1-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 30)
Deputies use a stun gun to take a man into custody after they say he broke into a car overnight in 
Yeoman. A Carrol County Sheriff's Deputy says he saw the man, identified as 34 Year Old "CJ" 
Palladino, inside the car on US 421. Deputies say they chased after Palladino when he took off 
on foot. One of them used his stun gun twice on the man to subdue him. Sheriff Tobe Leazenby 
says this isn't Palladino's first run in with the law.

11-1-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:25)
As Tippecanoe County sees a dramatic increase in the number of serious violent felons with guns 
and drugs. We look into ways law enforcement is combating the problem. There are a lot of 
things of people might not know about police dogs. Some are trained to find drugs and others to 
find bombs. But both types of police dogs can track people running from the cops, people who 
are lost, weapons, evidence, as well as stolen items.  We were lucky enough to ride along with a 
West Lafayette K-9 officer to see one of the four-legged heroes in action.

11-2-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 5:20)
Many local law enforcement agencies are calling on K-9's to help with an increasing drug and 
gun problem.  But the Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office no longer has a K-9 unit so it's using 
police dogs from nearby departments. Sheriff Barry Richard says deputies out on the road are his 
first priority.  He says police dogs are extremely valuable but right now, they simply don't have 
the manpower for a K-9 officer. But some who know the history of the sheriff's office, don't 
agree.

11-3-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
One of four suspects in February's Flora bank robberies will spend the next several years behind 
bars. 28 year old Jacob DeWeese of Kokomo pleaded guilty to armed robbery in September. 
According to Carroll County Prosecutor Robert Ives, DeWeese was sentenced yesterday to nine 
years, with three years suspended. The Salin Bank on West Columbia Street was robbed twice in 
February. During both robberies, the suspects displayed a weapon and got away with an 
undisclosed amount of cash. DeWeese and three others were arrested and charged after a four-
month long investigation by Flora and Kokomo police. The jury trial for one other suspect is 
scheduled for later this month. The other two are expected to go on trial early next year.

11-4-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
One of two brothers accused of beating and robbing an elderly Lafayette couple has been found 
guilty on 14 of 15 counts. A jury has found 25-year-old Steven Burns guilty of charges including 
robbery with a deadly weapon, criminal confinement, intimidation and battery. Authorities 
arrested Burns, his brother Joseph and 27 year old Adam Smith, in connection to the armed 
robbery at a North 28th Street home in August. Court documents say they got into the home 
through a window, woke the homeowners and demanded money. Prosecutors say one of the 



Burns' brothers hit the 76 year old man over the head with his weapon and threatened to kill him 
and his wife.

11-10-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
A jury has reached a guilty verdict in the April beating and robbery of a man trying to sell his 
rifle. 32 year old Jerome Williams was found guilty on all charges including of robbery with a 
deadly weapon.  Court documents say selfies on a phone left at the crime scene led police to 
Williams. It happened at Spring Gardens Apartments, when the victim met with a man interested 
in buying his rifle. The buyer showed up with several other people.  They took the rifle and a 
handgun from the victim, and then beat him. Police initially arrested Aaron Scott in the area 
because he matched the description of one of the men involved. Scott admitted he was with the 
men, and told police Williams was one of those who had planned to steal the weapons.

11-14-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 53)
The Jasper County Sheriff is beefing up cyber security measures. This follows a costly hack in 
central Indiana. A couple of weeks ago, Madison County government servers were invaded by 
cyber attackers   County employees were locked out of their computers after hackers held the 
servers hostage, demanding a ransom.  Ultimately, the county paid a 30 thousand dollar ransom, 
but hackers wreaked havoc on the servers before turning them back over. After the attack, Jasper 
County Sheriff Terry Risner didn't waste any time turning his attention to the topic.

11-15-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:40)
A West Lafayette leasing center is taking matters into its own hands after eight burglaries were 
reported there last Thanksgiving break. News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports the extra precautions 
management is taking at the Cottages on Lindberg and what the community as a whole should 
look out for this holiday season.

11-17-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:15)
A Montgomery County mother is in custody tonight after admitting to killing her two children in 
their home early this morning.   News 18's Krista Henery joins us this afternoon with more on 
what the sheriff is calling a devastating situation for not only the family  but also for the small 
town of Darlington. As you can imagine many people are in shock this afternoon after hearing 
this news. In fact, this morning Sheriff Mark Casteel was in tears during a press conference here 
at the Montgomery County Sheriff's Office.  

11-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 31)
Police need the public's help to identify a man accused of robbing a bank in Lafayette this 
afternoon. Lafayette police say *this man robbed the Lafayette Bank and Trust inside the Pay 
Less Super Market on Maple Point Drive around 1:10 this afternoon. According to Sergeant 
Scott Galloway, the man did not display a weapon. After leaving the store, he got into a white or 
light colored 4 door car. There's no word on whether he got away with cash. If you have any 
information, call Lafayette police at 807-1200.

11-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 34)



The prosecutor has filed charges against a teen accused of taking part in a robbery - that ended 
with one person shot in the chest. 18 year old Tre'Velle Young of Lafayette faces four charges, 
including armed robbery resulting in serious bodily injury and criminal confinement.  According 
to court documents, Young and another man were attempting to rob four people inside an 
apartment on Hartford Street on August 10th, when the other man shot one of the victims. 
Investigators say Young admitted that he and the other man planned the robbery in order to 
obtain drugs.

11-18-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
Lafayette police are investigating an early morning robbery on the city's south side. It happened 
around 4:40 at Casey's General Store on Teal Road West, also known as State Road 25. Police 
say a man went into the store, showed a handgun and got away with cash and cigarettes. 
According to Sergeant Mike Brown, a K- 9 track led officers to the Romney Meadows 
Apartment Complex, but that's where the track was lost. Anyone with any information is asked 
to call L P D or the anonymous We- Tip Hotline at 800- 78- CRIME.

11-21-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Police have confirmed a shot was fired in the attempted robbery of a Kentucky Fried Chicken in 
Lafayette last week. As we reported on Friday night, police closed off several streets near the 
KFC on Teal Road when the incident happened. At the time, they didn't say what the incident 
was. Now, officers say around 9 o'clock, two men walked into the store and one fired a gun. 
Nobody was hurt, and the suspects weren't found when police swept the neighborhood. If you 
know anything about it, call Lafayette Police the anonymous WeTip Hotline at 800-78-CRIME.

11-22-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:25)
Thieves are getting more creative when it comes to stealing your identity and credit card 
information.  And the holidays are peak season for that kind of fraud. News 18's Alexis 
Moberger reports criminals are now turning to "skimming" and they're targeting hard- to- avoid 
places like gas pumps

11-23-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:27)
A Tri-County Schools resource teacher is facing neglect and battery charges after police say she 
injected fecal matter into her son's IV at Riley Hospital, on several occasions. According to court 
documents, last week 41 year old Tiffany Alberts confessed to the crime, saying she only did it 
to get her 15 year old son moved to another unit at Riley, where she claims treatment is better. In 
September, the teen was treated for leukemia with his first round of chemotherapy treatments, 
and then sent home. He came back a few days later with a fever, vomiting and diarrhea. That's 
when doctors found stool in his blood and say there was no medical reason to explain it. But 
court documents state that on several occasions hospital room surveillance video shows Alberts 
injecting fecal matter into her son's IV tube while he was turned away.

11-23-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)



A Chicago man convicted of selling drugs to an undercover police officer in Lafayette could 
spend the next 15 years in prison. Prosecutors say 27-year-old Kwame Riddle met with an 
undercover cop several times in October of last year to sell drugs. Riddle allegedly sold heroin to 
the cop on multiple occasions and acted as a middle man for the purchase of crack cocaine. A 
jury found Riddle guilty on five counts and he was sentenced yesterday. He also has prior 
convictions for drug related charges.

11-23-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Lafayette police are also looking into a robbery at the Castle Brooks Spiritual shop on Main 
Street.  The owner told police a man entered the store and browsed like he was going to purchase 
something.  The owner says the man then approached the counter, pulled out a gun and 
demanded money.  Police say the man left the store with the cash. 

11-23-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
A Lafayette woman is charged with battery after allegedly fighting a police officer during her 
arrest last week. Police say 26 year old Kayla Sutherland was arguing with a man at 20th and 
Congress Streets last Wednesday when she was arrested for disorderly conduct. According to 
court documents, Sutherland kicked one of the officers in the groin and spit in his face and 
mouth. Investigators say Sutherland has untreated Hepatitis C. Her charges include battery by 
bodily waste, battery on a public safety official, and resisting law enforcement.

11-23-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
Lafayette police are investigating a string of vehicle break-ins on the city's east side. Sergeant 
Scott Galloway says the reports came in yesterday. They were reported at businesses on South 
Street, near the interstate and off State Road 38. He says several locks were punched out and 
items like electronics and firearms were taken. He says criminals tend to select vehicles with 
valuables in plain sight.

11-26-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30)
In local news, Purdue researchers are developing new 3-D imaging technology with hopes of 
making an impact in the field of forensics. Although the system hasn't made it to the market yet, 
it is estimated to cost around 5-thousand dollars.

11-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28)
Early Sunday morning, around 2:15, Lafayette police responded to the Shell Gas Station on 
South Fourth Street, regarding an attempted armed robbery. Police say a man entered the store 
with a gun and demanded money. But no money was taken, and the person got away on foot. 
Police are still looking for all three people in both incidents. 

11-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)



Police in Lafayette are investigating early morning robberies at 2 gas stations over the weekend. 
Police released these surveillance images about an hour ago. Just before four am on Saturday, 
Lafayette police were called to the Circle K on Cougill Lane, on a report of an armed robbery. 
Witnesses told police two men entered the gas station and one man pointed a gun at the clerk. 
Investigators said the robbers demanded money and got away with cash. No injuries were 
reported.

11-29-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 25)
We begin with breaking news Police in the town of Monon are investigating a bank robbery this 
afternoon.  Police were called to the Alliance Bank on Market Street around 10:45 this morning. 
US 421 is closed in that area and police ask drivers to avoid the area. Law enforcement is using 
K-9 offices to search for a person of interest. We'll continue to follow this story and bring you 
updates on WLFI.com and tonight on News 18 at Five and Six.

12-1-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 1:50)
Lafayette Police expect to see an increase in armed robberies this holiday season.  News 18's 
Kiyerra Lake explains why.

12-2-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 54)
Prosecutors are seeking to add an attempted murder charge against the Wolcott woman accused 
of injecting fecal matter into her son's IV bag. The Marion County Prosecutor's office says based 
on information provided during the investigation, they filed a motion today requesting the charge 
be added against 41 year old Tiffany Alberts. She's already charged with neglect and aggravated 
battery.

12-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28)
A tip from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children has led to the arrest of a 
Lafayette man.  36 year old Travis Barrett is in the Tippecanoe County Jail facing preliminary 
charges including distribution of child pornography and possession of child pornography. Barrett 
was arrested yesterday, after investigators served a search warrant at a home in the 900 block of 
North 10th Street.  Anybody with information on the case is asked to call LPD or the WeTip 
Hotline at 800-78-CRIME.

12-8-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)
A 911 caller and three other people are in jail after a reported armed robbery in Lafayette. Just 
after midnight, Lafayette police responded to the Wal-Mart parking lot on Veterans Memorial 
Parkway South.  19 year old Jerald Leuck of Lafayette, told police he was robbed at gunpoint by 
a man in a white car.  A short time later, officers stopped a vehicle matching the description and 
arrested the three people inside after finding drugs and a stolen handgun. Hunter Evans, Dayquan 
Johnson and Mark Daugherty face preliminary charges. Following further investigation, Leuck 
was also arrested. He faces charges for false informing and multiple drug-related counts.

12-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
The second man accused of killing three people in Newton County pleads not guilty to additional 
charges.



Sebastian Wedding and Derrick Cardosi were charged in August with three counts of murder, 
auto theft and theft in the deaths of Kimberly Spears, Richard Thomas, and Justin Babbs. They 
pleaded not guilty in September.

12-9-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
The man accused of beating and robbing a person who was trying to sell a gun online is 
sentenced. 32 year old Jerome Williams will spend nine years behind bars and one more in 
community corrections.  In November, Williams was found guilty of three robbery charges, 
including robbery resulting in serious bodily injury. Williams was one of the men who had 
arranged to meet the victim to buy a rifle back in April.  Once there, the men beat the seller, took 
the rifle and another gun, and left. Williams was also ordered to pay more than a thousand 
dollars of restitution

12-12-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15)
Lafayette Police say two armed robberies happened across the street from one another this 
weekend. One at the St. Boniface Church and the other at O'Rears Bakery. News 18's Kiyerra 
Lake joins has more from north Ninth Street. 

12-12-16 (During six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
Police are also investigating a third robbery that happened just four hours earlier and only a few 
blocks away. Around 4:40 Sunday morning, police were called to the Village Pantry at the 
corner of South Ninth and South streets. A witness told police a man entered the store and 
demanded cash and property. Police say the person did not display a weapon. The subject fled on 
foot with an undisclosed amount of cash and some property. Anyone with information regarding 
these incidents is asked to contact the Lafayette Police Department or the anonymous WeTip 
Hotline at 800-78-CRIME.

12-14-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 24)
A man sits in the Tippecanoe County Jail this midday accused of going on a three day robbery 
spree.  18 year old Keywan Moten was arrested yesterday in Lafayette. He faces three 
preliminary counts of robbery. The first robbery happened around 4:40 Sunday morning at the 
Village Pantry on the corner of South Ninth and South streets. Police say the suspect got away 
with cash and some property.

12-14-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
The next day, a pedestrian reported being robbed on North Third Street around 6:45 in the 
morning.  She told police a man ran up behind her and they briefly struggled over her purse, 
before he got away with it. A third robbery took place early yesterday morning at the VP on 
South Fourth Street, when the suspect got away with some money. Police said no weapon was 
displayed in either VP robbery.

12-15-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 48)
Attorneys for the Warren County man accused of killing the mother of his children want his trial 
moved out of the county. Among their reasons for the motion, they cite extensive media 



coverage of the case and the fact that both the suspect and the victim are well-known in the 
community.

12-19-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 24)
Lafayette police are asking for the public's help in finding a suspected bank robber. Today the 
department released this surveillance photo of the man wanted in connection to the crime. Just 
before 11:40 Saturday morning, Lafayette police say this man entered Lafayette Community 
Bank on Cougill Lane and demanded money from tellers. He got away with cash. No weapon 
was displayed and nobody was hurt.

12-19-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33)
A Lafayette man is sentenced to 14 years for his role in two incidents.  A robbery and a burglary.
Prosecutors say 36 year old Stacey Cooper pleaded guilty to robbery and intimidation earlier this 
year, for a case that happened in April on Salisbury Street in West Lafayette. Cooper and another 
man took a woman's purse. The burglary charge was filed after Cooper's blood was found at a 
West Lafayette apartment that had been broken into in January.

12-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
A woman involved in an insurance fraud plot that ended up killing two people in a house 
explosion has received the maximum sentence. Monserrate Shirley was given 50 years, after a 
sentencing hearing that stretched over two days because of the large number of witnesses. 
Shirley and her boyfriend Mark Leonard were accused of setting the explosion in November 
2012. It leveled their home, caused millions of dollars in damages to surrounding homes, and 
killed two of their neighbors - John and Jennifer Longworth. Five other people were also charged 
for the crime.

12-23-06 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Lafayette police are investigating an armed robbery at a liquor store on the city's south side. It 
happened around 6:15 this evening. Investigators say a lone man entered the Bar Barry Liquors 
on South 9th Street, wearing a skeleton mask with green teeth and carrying a handgun. He got 
away and headed south on foot with an undisclosed amount of cash. Police say a K-9 tracked the 
suspect to the area west of Dover lane, where they believe he got in a vehicle. 

12-23-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)
Three people are arrested tonight after allegedly stabbing a 20 year old Boone County man with 
a screw driver. The Boone County Sheriff's office believes 22 year old Matt Combs, 23 year old 
Alex Ferguson, and 18 year old Jerrod Williams lured the victim to Thorntown with the intention 
of robbing him.  When the victim arrived, a fight broke out. The victim suffered stab wounds 
from a screwdriver in his head and torso. He has since been released from the Emergency room. 
Investigators believe the men targeted the victim over jealousy involving one of the men's 
girlfriends. All three face preliminary charges of robbery resulting in serious bodily injury.

12-26-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33)
Local police want to keep your gifts from Santa out of the hands of thieves.  They're giving 
advice about how you can keep your home from becoming a target. Don't leave your empty 
labeled boxes, for example TV or PlayStation boxes, for anyone to see by the curb. That's how 



burglars know what you got for Christmas. Police say it's safer to take boxes to a nearby trash 
and recycling center or put them in black trash bags. As for gifts inside your home, keep those 
out of sight and away from windows. Those are ways to protect yourself for free but some people 
are willing to pay a little.

12-27-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
Lafayette police are investigating a bullet shot through the window of a downtown business. 
News 18's Kiyerra Lake reports on how this is impacting staff.

12-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 27)
A Lafayette woman is in jail this afternoon, accused of stabbing a man in the back. Police say it 
happened Monday in a home on Columbia Street during an argument. Police say the man 
suffered minor injuries, but several layers of his clothing were punctured. Officers arrested 25 
year old Mariah Wilson who faces charges of battery with a deadly weapon and domestic 
battery. The Department of Child Services was called to care for the couple's child.

12-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:05)
It's been a crime-filled year. From a deputy killed in the line of duty to a slain art teacher to a 
mother charged for stabbing her two children. Many people in the area are remembering the lives 
that were taken too soon in 2016.

12-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 43)
Two men face multiple felony counts tonight, following an investigation into prostitution in 
Lafayette. Charges filed against 20-year old Terrell Jones of Lafayette and 25 year old Markell 
Scruggs of Indianapolis include promotion of human trafficking and promoting prostitution. 
They were arrested on December 23rd. Prosecutors say that's when Lafayette police went to a 
hotel, after responding to an internet advertisement for sexual activity with a woman. The victim 
told police Jones and Scruggs set up her meetings with clients, four to five times a week. She 
says they took all of the money and made threats to hurt her family if she refused to work. 
Tonight both men are in the Tippecanoe County Jail.

12-30-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 44)
Two people are in jail after a police pursuit yesterday afternoon. Indiana State Police say around 
3:30 a trooper saw a truck speeding on State Road 39 at US 24 in White County. The trooper 
attempted to pull the vehicle over, but the driver refused to stop. State police say a pursuit took 
place through White County into Carroll County. According to police it ended at County Roads 
1200 North and 850 West after the truck drove over stop sticks. They say the driver 29 year old 
Kyle Balser of Monticello and passenger, 41year old Corina Smith of Monticello were taken into 
custody. Balser is being held on preliminary charges including dealing methamphetamine and 
reckless driving. Smith is being held on preliminary charges of possession of methamphetamine 
and possession of marijuana.



12-30-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 37) 
Lafayette police are investigating 23 reports of vandalism within the last week. Lieutenant Brian 
Gossard says 13 of those were damaged windows by what he says looks like ceramic balls used 
in sling shots.



DIVERSITY

Lafayette police now have extra help when responding to domestic violence calls. News 18's 
Samantha Thieke reports how a victim's advocate is helping to make a difference by riding along 
with police.  The Clinton County YMCA keeps busy preparing thousands of meals for children 
throughout the community.  According to Food Finders Food Bank, viewers may be spending 
too much money on grocery bills.  An expansion wraps up at the Lyn Treece Boys and Girls 
Club.     



10-4-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 30)
October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. And News 18 continues our coverage with a 
formal ceremony at the YWCA. West Lafayette Mayor John Dennis, Lafayette Mayor Tony 
Roswarski and State Representative Sheila Klinker were part of a declaration yesterday. A 
domestic violence survivor was also there to share her journey. T-shirts designed by victims of 
domestic abuse were also on display. The goal was to give domestic violence a voice and a face.

10-5-16 (During noon broadcast, duration: 28)
The ACLU has dropped a lawsuit against the Boone County Sheriff's Office on behalf of a 
Muslim inmate.  It filed suit in August claiming the Sheriff refused to serve Gannon Thomas 
Halal food, food that adheres to Islamic law and frequently served pork, which goes against his 
religion. Today, a spokesperson for the Sheriff's Office said they’d done an internal investigation 
and have adopted a six week Hilal meal plan for inmates who practice the Muslim religion and 
the suit has been dropped.

10-5-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:53)
Lafayette police now have extra help when responding to domestic violence calls. News 18's 
Samantha Thieke reports how a victim's advocate is helping to make a difference by riding along 
with police. For now, Ashcraft is only doing the ride alongs once a week. But she hopes to 
expand the program in the future.

10-7-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
We are minutes into the 'Ultimate Pink Party' where hundreds of women will enjoy spa 
treatments, dinner, and shopping... all to raise money for the YWCA Women's Cancer Program. 
News 18's Kayla Sullivan is live at the Purdue Memorial Union where she will soon emcee the 
event.  

10-7-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20)
The Hanna Community Center will host Hanna Fest tomorrow. The event will feature music 
from local bands, games, food vendors, a 3 on 3 tournament, beer garden and more. Admission is 
free and there is a small cost for food and some activities.  The event was originally planned for 
earlier this summer, but had to be rescheduled due to rain.

10-17-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
The Clinton County YMCA is keeping busy, preparing thousands of meals for children 
throughout the community. 80 percent of students at Frankfort schools qualify for free or 
reduced lunch. Because the schools have such a high rate, any child in the community is eligible 
to receive a free meal from the YMCA no questions asked. Right now, the YMCA is serving 6-
thousand meals a month, where they are distributed at schools, after school programs and 
community parks. Food Services Director Melody Knox says the program is funded by a grant 
from the U-S Department of Agriculture.

10-20-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
Wellner invites all parents to free support groups offered at the YWCA of Greater Lafayette. 
These classes give parents skills to eliminate domestic violence in their lives. For more 
information head to WLFI.com and click on this story.



10-21-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30)
A local boxing club is making an impression on many young men in the community. The free 
underground club attracts boxers of all different skill levels and backgrounds. News 18's Alexis 
Moberger joins us live and takes a look at how their love for the sport has kept many away from 
trouble.  I'm here at what looks like an old shed. But behind these doors is a place where a group 
of young boxers learn more about brotherhood, boxing and teamwork. 

10-25-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 57)
A littering ticket is causing controversy between people in Williamsport and those supporting a 
man's mission to raise awareness for homelessness in Indiana. Last week, Williamsport police 
ticketed Timothy Watt, also known as Harry the Homeless Hippie for littering. As we've 
previously reported, Watt is going county to county living off donations and giving the rest to 
local charities. Watt claims he didn't litter.

10-27-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Several Purdue groups are bringing attention to an upcoming holiday many use as a time to 
honor their loved ones. Dia de los muertos or Day of the Dead is a meant to be a celebration of 
life. The festivities this afternoon started at the Black Cultural Center at 4 o'clock and ended at 
the Latino Cultural Center around seven. A sister from the Delta Phi Mu a Latina based sorority 
says it's traditional to put bread and other sweets out for their loved ones that have passed away. 
She says it should be more about honoring those who are no longer here on Earth

11-1-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 26)
According to Food Finders Food Bank you may be spending too much money on your grocery 
bill. Today and tomorrow the organization will host Savvy Shopper. The event is free to those 
who take the class and it teaches you how to save money when buying food. You have the 
opportunity to learn how to avoid store marketing tricks and make an easy meal. Melissa 
Winkleman says participants also have a chance to win a free gift card to Meijer.

11-2-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
From tips on saving money at the grocery store, to cooking classes. Food Finders Food Bank in 
Lafayette is offering free education classes to anyone in the community.  News 18's Krista 
Henery visited one of the classes today and has more. 

11-3-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 25)
An expansion is now complete at the Lyn Treece Boys and Girls Club on Beck Lane. New rooms 
were unveiled yesterday. The expansion adds 25 hundred square feet to the existing building. 
The Lynn Treece Boys and Girls Club of Tippecanoe County has two locations. Each location 
serves about 100 kids a day.  That's why members of the Exchange Club of Lafayette decided to 
donate a total of 124 thousand dollars for the expansion.



11-5-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
The Greater Lafayette NAACP continued its mission of working together through education and 
open communication tonight. The organization highlighted the theme of "Our Lives Matter, Our 
Votes Count." at the annual Freedom Fund Banquet this evening. The NAACP wants to show the 
promotion of progress and personal growth. The banquet raises funds for scholarships for people 
in the community. Greater Lafayette NAACP President Sadie Harper Scott says this event really 
helps to bring the community together.

11-11-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 31)
On this Veteran's Day, Harrison High School students and teachers are recognizing family and 
friends who served in the military. The Harrison Veterans Tribute wall sits in the school's front 
lobby. For a one dollar donation people received a tribute card and wrote the name of a veteran 
who's close to them.  All donations go to fund local honor flights. As school began this morning, 
senior Sophie Hein played Taps over the intercom followed by a moment of silence. Hein, who 
is attending West Point Academy next year says playing Taps is very emotional.

11-11-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, duration 2:00)
That ceremony was one of many to honor veterans throughout greater Lafayette today. From a 
man waving flags over I 65 to high school students raising money for the honor flight program. 
News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports the different ways people in Tippecanoe County are saying 
'thank you.'

11-12-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 38)
Homelessness is on the rise in Tippecanoe County. And the Lafayette Transitional Housing 
Center is looking to raise awareness this week about hunger and homelessness in our 
community.  National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness week has been recognized for more 
than a decade. So far this year, LTHC has helped about 18 hundred homeless people in 
Tippecanoe County. About five hundred of whom are children. That's up 58 percent from last 
year. The center hosts three meals a day and allows the homeless to shower and wash clothes. 
Daily donation drives will be taking place this week to help even more people in the community.

11-12-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15)
A Lafayette organization is educating the community on homelessness by ditching the comfort 
of their own beds. News 18's Kiyerra Lake reports on they're making an impact by sleeping on 
the street. For information on how you can donate to the PATH Street Outreach team visit our 
website at WLFI.com.

11-12-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Two organizations are helping feed the Greater Lafayette community one busload at a time. For 
the fourth year in a row, CityBus and Food Finders Food Bank partnered up to put on their Stuff 
the Bus drive.  Residents donated bags of groceries and other necessities by piling them onto a 
CityBus parked outside the WalMart in West Lafayette. People of all ages offered a helping 
hand. Organizers say the partnership between Food Finders and CityBus gives both 
organizations better reach.



11-14-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 42)
A Delphi health clinic is now able to serve more people thanks to a donation of a building from 
Indiana University Health Arnett. North Central Nursing Clinics runs four Family Health Clinics 
and provides affordable healthcare to people in rural areas. The FHC is staffed by Purdue School 
of Nursing students and gives patients and alternative to driving long distances for check-ups. IU 
Health Arnett planned to leave its Delphi location and decided donate the facility. The clinic is 
moving administrative offices into the new building creating five more patient-care rooms in the 
original space. Director of Operations Suzan Overholser says she's already seeing an increase in 
appointments.

11-17-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00)
United Way of Greater Lafayette is just a few minutes from revealing the final numbers for its 
annual fundraising campaign. This year's goal was $5,075,000. People with this year's United 
Way campaign have already been celebrating for about an hour, and the best part is yet to come.  
In just a little while, they're scheduled to reveal the final dollar amount raised this season, and 
whether they've reached their goal. Whatever the number ends up being, the money will go to a 
good cause.

11-18-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
The Salvation Army celebrated the start of its Red Kettle campaign today at the Tippecanoe 
Mall. The event kicked off at the mall's Center Court and featured a performance by the Bach 
Chorale singers.  This is the 126th season for the Red Kettle Campaign. Last year, the program 
raised nearly 15 million dollars nationally. This year our local Salvation Army is hoping raise 
$325 thousand dollars.

11-19-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)
Thanksgiving festivities started a little early this year--thanks to the Hanna Community Center. 
The center invited the community to come out and enjoy a free meal along with some good 
company. The event is held the weekend before Thanksgiving each year and averages around a 
couple hundred attendees.  Preparations began yesterday and more than 3 dozen volunteers gave 
a helping hand preparing and serving the food. Meals were also delivered to seniors on the north 
end of town who were not able to attend the event. Executive Director Heather Maddox says the 
annual dinner has become a tradition in the Lafayette community.

11-21-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 31)
Indiana State Police are getting new equipment to help save lives thanks to community members 
and IU Health Arnett. 50 defibrillators are being donated to state troopers. 15 of those devices 
were personally handed to troopers from Lafayette, Peru and Lowell this afternoon at the 
hospital. The money is raised by IU Health Arnett and runners who take part in "Bolt for the 
Heart." Sergeant Kim Riley says it's good for troopers to have these devices in their cars because 
they are often the first responders.



11-24-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 19)
And it was a record- breaking year for the Annual Race Against Hunger 5- K. About 1,500 
runners showed up to support Food Finders Food Bank. The race was sponsored by Fleet Feet 
Sports.  Participants brought enough non-perishable items to fill an entire truck. Some also 
donated money to the cause. This was the fifth year for the event.

11-24-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
Purdue's Host a Boiler program gives international students a chance to meet local families and 
celebrate the holidays with them.  Pat and Steve Wilder have hosted international students at 
their home on and off for the past 15 years. Pam says the experience has gone beyond her 
expectations. She says she loves picking their brains and learning about different countries all 
around the world. This year the Wilder family hosted a student from Hong Kong and another 
from India.  They say they're learning a lot from the family.

11-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10)
A new program is being rolled out in Logansport, aimed at boosting long-term progress. News 
18's Brad Oppenheim tells us more about the initiative and what it means for the community 
down the road.

11-30-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
City Bus is helping Food Finders Food Bank fill its pantries for the holidays. As a part of the on-
going Drive Away Hunger campaign riders are asked to drop non-perishable items into bins as 
they board the bus. In addition to food, people can donate household items such as cleaning 
products and toiletries.  City Bus manager Tonya Agnew says any size donation makes a big 
difference for people who need help putting food on the table.

12-5-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 41)
A group of Purdue students, faculty and staff are asking the university to take a clearer stance 
against racism after white supremacy posters were plastered around campus last week. While 
shouting chants like, "Mitch, let's face it, your silence is also racist," the group of about 100 
people singled out Purdue President Mitch Daniels. They're asking Daniels to denounce white 
supremacy and neo-Nazis on the Purdue campus as well as reinstate the chief diversity officer 
position that was cut last year. Purdue Social Justice Coalition Organizer Wesley Bishop says the 
group would also like to see a change in the curriculum adding a common reading program that 
would educate people on the issues of fascism and race relations.

12-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:40)
The Salvation Army is behind on its fundraising goal so far this holiday season and it needs your 
help. When I hear this sound it instantly puts me in the holiday mood. The red kettle campaign 
provided nearly four thousand safe nights of shelter and 19 thousands meals for those in need, 
last year. 



12-12-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 49)
The Lafayette Police Department is teaming up with the Indiana Pacers to make the holiday 
season brighter for local children. Starting on Wednesday, they'll give three thousand toys to 
local kids.  LPD is partnering with Matrix Life Center and the YWCA to distribute the toys 
throughout the holiday season. Sergeant Scott Galloway says it's a great way for the police and 
the community to come together.

12-15-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
There's only nine days left to drop your dough in the Red Kettle for its annual campaign. Last 
week we reported the Salvation Army of Lafayette is significantly behind on its fundraising goal 
this holiday season. And that still seems to be case. Lt. Steven Dahl says currently they're a little 
under halfway with their goal. He says their overall goal is $170,000 for this holiday season. 

12-10-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 32)
Local firefighters took a break from daily tasks to make the holidays a little more special for 
families in need. The Lafayette Fire Department held its annual shop with a firefighter event 
today. More than 30 families shopped for gifts thanks to local sponsors. That includes Meijer, 
who gave more than 4 thousand dollars in donations. Each child was given up to 300 dollars to 
shop for winter coats, gloves, clothes and toys. Sergeant Trent Richter says the event is geared 
toward helping local families have a better Christmas.

12-11-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:46)
A Lafayette girl continues her mission to help warm up the holidays. Last month, we introduced 
you to the 9 year old who is collecting scarves. Today, with a little help from the community, she 
tied them up downtown for those who need them.

12-13-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20)
The winter warming station will remain open until April. It costs about 15 thousand dollars to 
run each year, so LUM is always accepting donations and volunteers to keep it going.

12-19-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 27)
There's a friendly gingerbread house competition going on at the Tippecanoe County Office 
Building.  About 16 county employees participated in the contest for charity. You can place 
money inside the cup sitting in front of your favorite gingerbread house. All money goes to the 
Salvation Army's Red Kettle Campaign. Tippecanoe County Highway Department Director Opal 
Kuhl says she thinks more people would have participated if they had more time. She just 
thought of the idea last week.

12-19-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
 As temperatures continue to drop an area church is collecting warm clothing for the homeless. 
Calvary Chapel Church in Lafayette is looking for people to give coats, hats, gloves or anything 
else to help those living on the streets. You can pick up a coat at Lafayette Transitional Housing 
on 18th Street in Lafayette.  Church member Doug Kiser says coats are already flying off the 
racks and he is waiting for more donations to come in. He started the coat drive after seeing 
people walk around town without adequate clothing.



12-24-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:45)
The owner of Logansport's State Theatre is making a big announcement just in time for the 
holidays.  The history of the Cass County landmark goes back nearly eight decades.

12-25-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50)
Families and friends in need of a place to celebrate the holiday filled Jeff High School for gifts 
and a good meal. News 18's Kiyerra Lake reports on how the 28th annual Christmas dinner 
warmed the hearts of everyone in attendance.



EDUCATION

A 50 million dollar renovation for West Lafayette schools moves forward after three years of 
planning.  The Lafayette School Corporation is working to get more detailed background checks 
for volunteers working with students.  The Lafayette School Corporation is spending millions to 
help students succeed after graduation.  News 18's Kiyera Lake reports on how it starts with the 
purchase of an abandoned building near Jeff High School.  New Community School closes and 
the Tippecanoe School Corporation prepares to take in those students.
    



10-3-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00)
A 50 million dollar renovation for West Lafayette schools moves forward after three years of 
planning.  News 18's Alexis Moberger has more on how a unanimous vote pushed a conceptual 
idea into action.

10-10-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)
Indiana high school students are on Purdue University's campus to learn what it takes to be a 
teacher.  They are taking part in the "Ignite" program put on by the College of Education.  
Students spent the day talking to faculty and recent graduates who are now teaching.

10-10-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)
The Lafayette School Corporation is working to get more detailed background checks for 
volunteers working with students.  The board had a first reading on the policy tonight.  The 
policy would affect all volunteers, including people coming into the buildings and field trip 
chaperones.  Superintendent Les Huddle says there was no incident leading to the change.

10-13-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20)
Enrollment continues to grow within the Tippecanoe School Corporation.  Superintendent Scott 
Hanback says enrollment is up this year by nearly 330 students.  That means this is the highest 
single-year growth in the last 10 years.  70 percent of this year's growth is at Harrison High 
School and the schools that feed into it.

10-22-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)
It was the beginning of a new chapter in the lives of more than 20 Harrison College students as 
they celebrated their graduation today.  A commencement ceremony was held at The Long 
Center for the Performing Arts this afternoon.  Students from the schools of business, health 
sciences and accounting received their degrees.  Families, friends and their children joined in the 
joyful moment in many of the students' lives.

10-27-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:15)
With less than two weeks before we head to the polls, it's hard to avoid the campaign 
commercials.  And this election - nationally, anyway, has taken on negative tone.  So how does 
this affect our kids? Can we keep some of it from them? Should we?  News 18's Dustin Grove 
tells us how to talk to them about it and make sure they're getting a healthy election education.

10-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)
Purdue University dedicated its new multi-million dollar MRI research facility today.  The 3,700 
square foot building houses two MRI scanners and allows scientists to conduct experiments 
without leaving campus.  Before, they had to travel to imaging clinics in Lafayette and 
Indianapolis.

11-2-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
The Lafayette School Corporation is spending millions to help students succeed after graduation.
News 18's Kiyera Lake reports on how it starts with the purchase of an abandoned building near 
Jeff High School.



11-7-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 30)
Purdue University is working to improve education and training for its nursing students. Purdue 
recently renovated its Nursing Center for Education and Simulation Lab. Students that graduate 
from Purdue with a nursing degree have a 100 percent job placement rate. The Head of the 
School of Nursing at Purdue, Jane Kirkpartick, says a lot of the training for the soon-to-be nurses 
will be at the new facility. She says it's just in time for the program's growth because enrollment 
is expected to nearly double over the next four years.

11-8-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 28)
More than 200 thousand students across Indiana will be taking part in a mock election today. As 
part of the Indiana Kids' Election, students will vote for president, governor and Indiana's US 
senator.  The program is sponsored by the Indiana State Bar Association, Secretary of State and 
the Indiana Department of Education. Students in grade six through 12 spent the past two weeks 
learning about candidates and the election process. Program sponsors hope the program inspires 
students to vote as adults.

11-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
For ten days, two English teachers from Kazakhstan are visiting a Lafayette high school. News 
18's Kiyerra Lake visited with them today to talk about their experience so far.

11-9-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
With New Community School closing, the Tippecanoe School Corporation is preparing to take 
in those students. As News 18 had reported, New Community School will close December 31st.
Because of declining enrollment, the school's charter sponsor, Ball State University has 
determined it cannot afford to stay open. TSC Superintendent Scott Hanback says more than 30 
K- through- 8 students live in the district and could choose to enroll in TSC. He says the 
corporation is prepared to make the transition as easy as possible for those students.

11-14-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
Lafayette schools are getting more detailed background checks, but it's coming at a cost for 
volunteers. Starting next semester, all school volunteers including people coming into the 
buildings and field trip chaperones will have to pay about 18 dollars for a proper background 
check. After the background investigation bureau approves them volunteers will receive a card 
that will get them in and out of the school for two years.  Superintendent Les Huddle says there 
was no incident leading to the change.  He says the old system just wasn't as thorough. The new 
one will check criminal backgrounds in and out of Tippecanoe County.

11-16-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:50)
Balancing high school and parenthood is no easy task. Last night we showed a program at 
Lafayette Jeff making it a little easier for pregnant and parenting teens. Tonight News 18's 
Samantha Thieke joins us with other resources available to help teens be successful parents and 
high school graduates. Two hundred and twenty seven girls between the ages of 11 and 19 had a 
baby in Tippecanoe County last year. While News 18 was unable to speak with those mothers to 
document their experiences, we were able to visit with the organizers of a few local programs 
who also help these young parents.



11-16-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
Local teachers came together tonight to encourage each other to help students grow. The Public 
Schools Foundation of Tippecanoe County held their annual Seeds for Excellence Grant 
Reception tonight.  Their mission is to promote excellence in education and encourage classroom 
innovation in academic and artistic subjects. In all, the event presented nine grants totaling more 
than 15 thousand dollars for specific projects in the classroom.

11-17-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 56)
The Indiana Department of Education has released results of the 2016 ISTEP tests. Here's a 
breakdown of this year's results. Statewide, 66.1 percent of Indiana student’s grades 3 through 8 
passed the English and Language Arts portion. 58.9 passed math and 51.6 passed both. Locally, 
results were a bit lower for the Lafayette School Corporation. 60.4 percent of students there 
passed English and Language Arts, while 56.8 passed math. Less than half, at 48.4, passed both.
 Over at the Tippecanoe School Corporation, 69.8 percent of third through 8th graders passed the 
English portion. 64 percent passed math and 56.2 percent passed both.

11-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:01)
Some people still believe eliminating GMO crops is a good thing to do. But as News 18's 
Cameron Hardin reports, a new study from Purdue shows a ban on GMOs would not only cause 
food prices to rise, but also greenhouse gas emissions.

11-21-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
The West Lafayette Community School Corporation has been recognized as the best school 
district in the state by a website that helps people find places to live and go to school. The results 
on Niche.com are based on statistics and reviews from the US Department of Education. That 
includes test scores, graduation rates and teacher quality. Superintendent Rocky Killion says 
community support, including the passing of a referendum in 2010, has strengthened the 
corporation.

11-22-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:04)
Leaders with a school corporation in Carroll County are touting the idea of using solar energy in 
its schools. News 18's Brad Oppenheim tells us about the project's benefits and how soon the 
corporation could be running on solar power. The board will hold a meeting on December 14th, 
where the plan is to choose a company to move forward with the project.

11-24-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 38)
Lack of internet access in rural parts of Tippecanoe County can cause headaches for students 
needing to submit assignments online. But a Tippecanoe County elementary school is offering 
students a solution. Free and reliable internet access will be provided in the James Cole 
Elementary from 6 to 9 p.m. on Monday's through Thursday's from November 28th to December 
20th. The free internet will allow students to use their one-to-one devices in a safe and quiet 
environment. Principal Michael Pinto says it's a group effort that will help students and parents. 
Parent Debbie Stevenson says she's just happy to know her five children will have an equal 
chance to succeed in school.



11-26-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30)
In local news, Purdue researchers are developing new 3-D imaging technology with hopes of 
making an impact in the field of forensics. News 18's Brad Oppenheim reports how the 
technology may help solve crimes down the road. Although the system hasn't made it to the 
market yet, it is estimated to cost around 5 thousand dollars.

11-27-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:50)
If you plan on riding the Hoosier State Line train in the next few months, you might be in store 
for a history lesson! This comes as part of a new program that debuted this morning. News 18's 
Brad Oppenheim rode part of the route between Lafayette and Chicago and tells us more about 
the program. If you'd like more information about the Rail Rangers program and the next time it 
will be running between Lafayette and Chicago, you can visit our website WLFI.com.

11-27-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
Lafayette's Ivy Tech Campus is partnering with a university in Nebraska to offer a new program 
to help further your education. New 18's Kiyerra Lake reports how the new classes can save you 
time and money. Michelle Overman says she is able to offer grants and scholarships and waive 
application fees.

11-28-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
Tippecanoe School Corporation leaders also met with parents tonight to discuss plans for the 
future.  Every year the school board meets with a group of parents of the TSC Parent Counsel. 
Superintendent Scott Hanback says this year the plan was to discuss facility projects the potential 
for a career academy in the county and possible improvements for the counseling program. He 
says it's a good opportunity to get a different perspective.

12-1-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:20)
School staff members are not only responsible for children's education, but for their safety. 
Without proper training, emergency situations can become tragedies.News 18's Samantha Thieke 
reports how Tippecanoe County Dispatch is schooling local educators on 911 procedures.

12-3-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:14)
Millions of dollars in job training grants will be coming to the Greater Lafayette region early 
next year.  It's expected to benefit more than a thousand workers in the field of manufacturing.

12-4-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Right now the Purdue Research Foundation is paying tuition for more than 100 students. In 
return, those students agree to pay a portion of their future earnings. Daniels was also given 
kudos for cutting room and board prices and freezing tuition for in-state residents for the past 
three years.

12-5-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
For one hour a day this week, students in the Tippecanoe School Corporation will learn about 
computer science. It's part of the worldwide movement, "Hour of Code." News 18's Kiyerra Lake 
reports on the start of the movement at Mintonye Elementary School.



12-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 49)
In an effort to reduce the number of infant deaths in the county, the West Lafayette Fire 
Department is training emergency responders how to inform others about safe sleep practices. 
Then firefighters, police or paramedics show up to a scene, they often notice poor sleeping 
conditions for infants.  Whether it’s caused by lack of knowledge or finances the program is 
designed to provide direct on-scene education about safe sleep and how to get free community 
resources like cribs and sleep sacks for your baby.

12-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 37)
People living in Tippecanoe and 11 surrounding counties can now get free advanced 
manufacturing training with the help of a nearly six-million dollar federal grant. Region Four 
Workforce Board is partnering with Ivy Tech Community College and Purdue Polytechnic 
Institute to train 11-hundred workers to get the skills needed to work in modern factories. 
Training areas include trouble shooting safety critical thinking and teamwork along with robotics 
and metal working among others. People interested in getting the free training need to contact 
Region Four Workforce Board. Training begins in January

12-12-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
The Purdue University Board of Trustees will vote this week on a realignment and restructuring 
plan for IPFW.  President Mitch Daniels and Indiana University President Michael McRobbie 
talked about the plans today. Under the plans. Purdue will continue to manage and operate the 
Fort Wayne campus.  Purdue will continue to offer courses in the academic research and public 
service areas. But IU will be in charge of health sciences, which includes nursing and dental 
education.

12-12-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
And Lafayette schools are set to close on a building that will help students succeed after 
graduation. As News 18 has reported.  LSC purchased the former Lafayette Life Insurance 
building for 2 million dollars.  Administrators hope to create the Greater Lafayette Career 
Academy. They will close on the building on December 19. Right now there's no set timeline as 
to when the building will be ready. They are working on designing the program first then plan to 
talk to architects.

12-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
The department of education has released accountability grades for schools across Indiana. Here 
are some of the highlights from our area.  All three West Lafayette schools got an A along with 
Edgelea, Glen Acres and Murdock elementary schools in Lafayette.

12-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
More than a dozen non-profit organizations in the area are receiving help from the S I A 
Foundation.  Today the foundation awarded more than 77 thousand dollars in grants to 13 
organizations, including the Indiana 4- H Foundation and Lafayette Daybreak Rotary. The SIA 
Foundation targets organizations seeking capital funding in arts and culture, health and wellness 
and education programs.  Lafayette School Corporation received 10 thousand dollars to help with 
STEM education.



12-16-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33)
Big changes are coming to Indiana University-Purdue University Fort Wayne. Today Purdue's 
Board of Trustees approved a realignment and restructuring plan for IPFW. Purdue will continue 
to manage and operate the Fort Wayne campus. It will offer some programs with a focus on 
STEM disciplines and the humanities. Purdue's nursing, medical imaging, and dental education 
programs will be transferred to Indiana University. The transfer is designed to streamline 
courses. IU currently manages the medical and social work programs on campus. Purdue will 
administer all other academic programming.

12-19-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 26)
West Lafayette voters could decide whether to renew a tax referendum for the school district. As 
News 18 has reported the referendum is getting ready to expire. It was first passed in 2010. 
Without this renewal, the district could lose up to 18 percent of its funding. Superintendent 
Rocky Killion says the referendum helps retain teachers and sustain art and music education.  
Killion recommended it be renewed at 37 cents per 100 dollars of assessed value

12-20-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:35)
The Harrison High School student council is raising money for its annual Hoops for Hope 
basketball fundraiser. Three people and their families will benefit this year. News 18's Kiyerra 
Lake reports how one former student is humbled to be a recipient.

12-23-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:05)
There's some good news for a White County School District, just in time for the holidays. News 
18's Brad Oppenheim joins us to tell us about a grant that was recently awarded to the 
corporation and how it plans to use it. The Twin Lakes School Corporation was recently given 
the 21st Century Learning Center Grant.  Provided through the US Department of Education, the 
grant is slated to bring several new programs to the corporation.

12-22-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
Over the last year, there's been a teacher shortage in the state of Indiana and it's now affecting 
many local schools.  Education officials say shortages comes from the pressure of standardized 
testing, harder working conditions and bigger class sizes. News 18's Alexis Moberger reports 
how local legislators and superintendents plan to fix it.

12-23-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05)
Another important grant has recently been awarded to two senior engineering students at Purdue.
Scott Massey and Ivan Ball have been developing an idea that could bring fresh produce right to 
your kitchen, without even a trip to the grocery store. Amanda Chodnicki reports the 35 thousand 
dollar grant could make their concept a reality.



12-26-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
A program at Purdue University has been helping people efficiently recycle thousands of plastic 
gloves. The RightCycle Program, sponsored by the Kimberly Clark Corporation, came to the 
university back in 2014.Since its roll out, cardboard boxes were placed in each of the labs where 
students can dispose of the gloves. Once the box is full, safety representatives are in charge of 
taking the boxes to a large recycling bin. The gloves are then shipped off to a recycling facility in 
Romeoville, Illinois.  Over its course, 21 undergraduate chemistry research labs have recycled 
more than five thousand pounds of plastic gloves.



TRANSPORTATION and INFRASTRUCTURE

A Carroll County intersection with a history of serious crashes is set to get a new design to make 
it safer.  A plan to cut down on crashes by replacing yield signs in Carroll County goes on hold 
after the Indiana Department of Transportation raised concerns.  Two million dollars in upgrades 
are on the way for the Frankfort Municipal Airport. News 18's Brad Oppenheim tells us what the 
project will entail and how it will play a role in the local economy.  A proposal for an assisted 
living facility in Lafayette will have to wait another month before moving forward.  There is 
only one step left to complete phase two of Restore Sagamore. News 18's Kiyerra Lake gives an 
update on the project.
       



10-2-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50)
A Carroll County intersection with a history of serious crashes is set to get a new design to make 
it safer. But in the meantime the sheriff is asking the state to consider making improvements that 
could prevent crashes. News 18 reached out to INDOT regarding Sheriff Leazenby's request. We 
are waiting to hear back regarding details about the intersection.

10-3-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15)
What was once a hotel in Tippecanoe County has now been an eyesore since 2003. Tomorrow, 
Battle Ground town leaders will vote to demolish the old hotel building off State Road 43 and 
Interstate 65.

10-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Today is the first day of the fifth annual Drive Away Hunger Campaign for Food Finders Food 
Bank.  Drive Away Hunger is the biggest food drive of the year for Food Finders. Several 
companies and schools in the area will be accepting canned goods and monetary donations. Last 
year the drive raised 312 thousand meals, this year the goal is 450 thousand meals. Food Finders 
president and CEO Katy Bunder says recent national statistics say the number of people that go 
hungry is on the decline.

10-29-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:40) 
Plans are in the works to grant tax abatements to two long-standing Logansport companies.  The 
tax abatements would span over a five year period and come out to 3.3 million dollars between 
the two companies.

11-1-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
The city of Logansport is proposing a new annexation plan for areas surrounding the city. The 
city is in the early stages of an annexation plan proposed by Mayor Dave Kitchell. It would 
include areas southwest and north of the city. Kitchell says thanks to the state's circuit-breaker 
law, those who are annexed will not see an increase in property taxes. Right now, residents 
outside city limits pay 25 percent higher rates for Logansport Municipal Utilities services. He 
says those in the annexation area would see lower utility rates along with city trash, recycling, 
police, and fire services.

11-4-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
A plan to cut down on crashes by replacing yield signs in Carroll County is on hold after the 
Indiana Department of Transportation raised concerns. Sheriff Tobe Leazenby proposed 
replacing all yield signs with stop signs over the next several years. But INDOT is concerned 
about the impact on state roads like the Hoosier Heartland. They would like to see more 
discussion first. Leazenby says while the project is on hold, plans are not off the table for the 
future.

11-9-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
The Warren County Board of Zoning Appeals is giving the public another chance to voice 
concerns over a controversial wind farm. The meeting to discuss the 350 million dollar proposal 
starts at six- o'clock tonight at Seeger Memorial High School. The last meeting they held on the 
topic had hundreds of residents turn up. Some said they're worried about property values and the 



impact on local businesses.  If approved, the Jordan Creek windfarm would include more than 
150 wind turbines on up more than 27,000 acres of private land.

11-7-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:48)
Two million dollars in upgrades are on the way for the Frankfort Municipal Airport. News 18's 
Brad Oppenheim tells us what the project will entail and how it will play a role in the local 
economy.

11-14-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 53)
The Jasper County Sheriff is beefing up cyber security measures. This follows a costly hack in 
central Indiana. A couple of weeks ago, Madison County government servers were invaded by 
cyber attackers.  County employees were locked out of their computers after hackers held the 
servers hostage, demanding a ransom.  Ultimately, the county paid a $30,000 ransom, but 
hackers wreaked havoc on the servers before turning them back over. After the attack, Jasper 
County Sheriff Terry Risner didn't waste any time turning his attention to the topic.

11-15-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:15)
Clinton County is in the process of bringing industrial wind turbines to the county. News 18's 
Brad Oppenheim tells us where the effort stands now. A public meeting on the updated 
ordinance will be held at Clinton Central Elementary School at 6 p-m. Next Monday.

11-16-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
A proposal for an assisted living facility in Lafayette will have to wait another month before 
moving forward. The proposal was before the Area Plan Commission tonight. The facility would 
be located on Beck Lane close to the First Assembly Community Ministries. The petitioner 
would like to apply for the appropriate funding to house lower income seniors. While members 
of the church are for it, neighbors are against the proposal, saying it could add traffic and 
potential crime to the area. Executive Director of the A PC Sallie Fahey says there are also 
concerns with the type of zoning requested.

11-17-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:35)
Construction on a nearly three million dollar downtown enhancement project is set to begin 
tomorrow.  News 18's Samantha Thieke reports how Lafayette's riverside promenade will 
enhance the community. Lambert says project planning was funded by the county, West 
Lafayette and Lafayette and the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation. North Central Health 
services provided a construction grant.  Construction is scheduled to be done by next October.

11-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 32)
Staying in Logansport, after much controversy, an annexation southwest of the city will not be 
finalized.  Approved by the previous city council, the annexation was contested in an Indiana 
Court of Appeals case last year. The city won that case, but missed deadlines to officially file for 
the annexation. The nullified annexation will not lower property taxes for those who live and or 
own businesses within the area.  Kitchell says he does intend to move forward with the 
annexation of the Unger Addition and the Logansport State Hospital.



11-22-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33)
This means the new roundabout at South River Road, Tapawingo Drive and Williams Street is 
now open.  And the intersection of South River Road and US 231 is back to normal. It's all part 
of the combined sewer overflow project. News 18 caught up with West Lafayette Police 
Sergeant Jason Philhower, who was out patrolling the roundabout this afternoon. He says he's 
noticed a few drivers approaching it quickly. But for the most part, drivers have been slowing 
down.

11-22-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
A catering barn was the hot topic tonight at a Carroll County area plan meeting. Vintage Oaks 
Banquet Farm was under scrutiny from nearby neighbors who say the party barn draws in noise, 
trash and too many cars for the area. Neighbors filed a lawsuit saying the barn wasn't protected 
under the agriculture zoning ordinance. The area plan commission passed a motion to add the 
barn venue to the zoning ordinance. Vintage Oaks Farm Owner says she is happy to finally move 
forward. But neighbors who filed the complaint say they're not stopping their efforts.

11-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10)
The Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office now has an extra eye in the sky.  The department 
recently purchased a drone and plans to share it with area agencies as well. Skyfire Consulting 
trains law enforcement agencies all over the country and about two weeks ago they came to 
Tippecanoe County.  We found out the challenges and benefits of drones in law enforcement and 
how they differ from the ones sold in stores.

11-29-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Logansport Memorial Hospital has plans to add and improve patient services, as part of a multi-
million dollar investment. Plans include building a new 8-thousand square foot cancer care 
center and making renovations to the existing family birthing center. The project is estimated to 
cost around 7 million dollars, with the bulk of financing coming from the hospital's cash-on-
hand. Vice president of planning and development Vicki Byrd says she hopes to break ground in 
the next couple of months.

12-7-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05)
There is only one step left to complete phase two of Restore Sagamore. News 18's Kiyerra Lake 
gives an update on the project. The construction Manager for the city of Lafayette says the last 
thing to add for this phase is wiring for decorative lights. There is a clear tube in the center of the 
street lights that are able to change colors. Randy Loft says Restore Sagamore should be 
complete by the spring of 2019.

12-7-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Purdue Christian Campus House will be getting a new building with more space. The plans call 
for the current building at State and Waldron Streets to be torn down. A new building will then 
include worship space, office space and a coffee shop. Tonight the Board of Zoning Appeals 
approved 8 variances for the project that addressed things like setbacks and parking. That was 
despite the area planning staff recommending denial for all those variances. But we caught up 
with the lead pastor who says the extra space at that location is needed because every week, the 
church sees about 800 to 900 students.



12-8-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
And with the chance for the first snowfall of the season, state police are reminding drivers to stay 
safe.  This comes as crews with the Indiana Department of Transportation plan to head out this 
weekend. An INDOT spokeswoman says crews have already been out, pretreating overpasses 
and bridges with brine.

12-13-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
Warren County's Board of Zoning Appeals approves a special exception for a hog barn just north 
of Tab, a small community.  The board voted in favor to one of their applications, but denied 
their second. News 18's Alexis Moberger reports how the business is upset after only getting one 
of their locations approved. Senesac Grain Farms applied for two locations just north of Tab, the 
east side at 800 West and the West side near 900 West.  Tonight, they made their case to the 
board - saying it was crucial to have both locations approved.  However, the board saw it 
differently.

12-14-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20)
A Delphi city councilman is accusing another city leader of using the November 21st fire in 
Flora that killed four children to advance his own political agenda. Former Delphi mayor and 
current Board of Works member Sam Deiwert wrote a letter encouraging the city council to 
support a new building code enforcement policy. But his words struck a nerve with Councilman 
Dale Seward.

12-14-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
A Republican budget writer in the Indiana Senate is warning the state may need a tax increase to 
pay for road improvements. State Senator Luke Kenley is from district 20, a little north of 
Indianapolis. He says the state doesn't have enough money to keep up maintenance on existing 
roads and bridges, let alone undertake new projects. Transportation and infrastructure is 
considered a major priority by the Republican- controlled statehouse.

12-15-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 25)
Millions of dollars of renovations are planned for East Tipp Middle School. The 14.5 million 
dollar plans include an addition and classroom renovations. This comes after the school has 
received several exterior renovations, including an upgraded football field. Last night, the school 
board passed a project resolution for financing. East Tipp's renovations should be completed in 
2019.

12-16-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 37)
Drivers on Interstate 65 should expect traffic to be moving slow because of the weather, but 
drivers also need to be aware of a lane restriction and exit ramp closure for tonight. Weather 
permitting, the Indiana Department of Transportation will restrict northbound traffic on I-65 to 
the left lane, from the 173 mile marker, which is north of state road 26, to the 176 mile marker, 
one mile north of State Road 25. The work will start after eight p-m and both lanes should be 
reopened by 10 o'clock. Crews will be repairing damage to a crash cushion damaged during a 
prior crash. During the closure, there will be no access for northbound motorists to State Road 
25.



12-21-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00)
Construction for the State Street Redevelopment Project is set to start next year. And that could 
mean big changes for drivers. City leaders are hoping to break ground on this portion of the 
project by April 1st. News 18's Kiyerra Lake joins us live from State Street. She tells us what we 
can expect, traffic wise, during the project. Starting as early as January drivers will notice lane 
restrictions. Then the plan is to work on the120 million dollar project in three phases.

12-22-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 28)
Plans for a 75 million dollar housing complex on Purdue's campus move forward. Innovation 
Place Apartments are set to go up at the eastern edge of Purdue Village, where some married 
student housing buildings will be coming down. The plans call for 2 5 story buildings with 841 
beds and room for retail space as well. The Area Plan Commission signed off on the measure last 
night.  Ryan O'Gara says this is the first announcement by the Purdue Research Foundation for 
the Purdue Innovation District.

12-26-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:12)
Home to the Cass County Courthouse, the city of Logansport is unlike many county seats - it 
doesn't have a courthouse square. Logansport leaders are now looking into the idea of bringing 
one to the city.  News 18 takes a closer look at what's in the works right now.

12-27-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Gas tax changes are expected in several states as the New Year begins. Seven states will see 
increases, including Indiana. Pennsylvania, Michigan, Nebraska, Georgia, North Carolina and 
Florida are the others.  New York and West Virginia will have slight reductions based on 
automatic adjustments. The hikes reflect state efforts to balance budgets for road construction 
and maintenance. State transportation officials and the construction industry say federal funding 
hasn't kept pace with inflation and more fuel-efficient cars

12-29-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
A 420 million dollar investment in Carroll County is one step closer to becoming a reality. That's 
after the county council passed tax abatements for a new recycling center and diesel refinery in 
Camden. This comes after the council tabled the tax abatements a few weeks ago.  They said the 
company asked them to move on an impossible timeline.


