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AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS and HEALTHCARE 
 

News 18 takes a comprehensive look at the statehouse and what viewers can expect to be in the 

works during the 2016 session.  With the New Year on hand, News 18 speaks to viewers to find 

out what their resolutions are and most circle around health.  A hog farm continues to be a hot-

button issue in the viewing area.  News 18 examines the effect of flooding on farming income.  

2016 brings the winner of the Small Business of the Year award.  A popular food chain opens up 

in the Lafayette area.  The city council votes for a 140 million dollar tax abatement for Subaru of 

Indiana Automotive.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1-2-16 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

A new year, a new you, that's the goal for many people when it comes to setting a New Year's 

resolution.  But sometimes resolutions are more easily made than kept. News 18's Alexis 

Moberger spoke with experts on how to make a healthy change. She reports their advice on how 

to stick to those goals. 

 

1-4-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :50) 

State lawmakers will also get back to work this week. The 2016 General Assembly starts 

tomorrow.  So here's a rundown of some of the proposed laws they'll be talking about. One 

includes civil rights protections for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people. Another bill 

would make it illegal for a transgender person to enter a public bathroom that does not conform 

to their gender at birth.  There's also a proposed bill this year that would require a prescription to 

buy cold medicine that contains pseudoephedrine an ingredient used to make meth.  

 

1-5-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

It's that civil rights debate that has many Indiana lawmakers butting heads. But Indiana 

Competes, a coalition of more than 350 businesses who support stronger LGBT rights, was 

hoping to bring more clarity to its argument today. 

 

1-6-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:09) 

The value of Indiana farmland is projected to take a hit in 2016. News 18s Cameron Hardin 

reports, it breaks a trend that saw values increasing over a 10 year span 

 

1-7-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 

Local breweries have been selling their own beer in carry out growlers for years. But due to 

some licensing conflicts, some of them found out they've been breaking the law by doing so. 

 

1-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:09) 

Farmers’ incomes took a big hit this harvest season due to flooding. News 18s Cameron Hardin 

reports, even if Mother Nature cooperates, don't expect farm numbers to improve anytime soon. 

Hurt says another reason for prices being down is because of the strong U.S. dollar. The stronger 

the dollar is, the weaker trading country's currency, meaning less money. 

 

1-8-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

2015 was a tough year for farmers with Mother Nature bringing harsh conditions. And according 

to researchers, the next few years won't be much better. The cost of production for both corn and 

soybeans is expected to be well above the selling price until 2018.  This comes after huge gains 

from 2006-2013.  Purdue Ag Economist Chris Hurt says a big reason for the drop in price is due 

to the strong U.S. dollar  

 

1-11-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

Lafayette's MatchBOX Co-working studio is celebrating its second anniversary this year with 

record membership. It opened in the spring of 2014 for small business owners and start-up 

companies to have a place to go. Not just for internet access and desk space but to share ideas 

and learn from each other. 

 



1-15-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 

Time is ticking in Logansport to replace the coal-fired power plant that's about to shut down. It'll 

close at the end of the month because of new federal rules. And several private development 

contracts have fallen through under the previous city administration. Last night, the Indiana 

Municipal Power Agency and Duke Energy presented details about their business models. 

Newly-elected Mayor Dave Kitchell says each company brings philosophical differences that 

Logansport officials will need to consider when they make a decision. 

 

1-19-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)  

Lawmakers say they've rejected the possibility of requiring prescriptions for cold medicine.  But 

some members of law enforcement continue to push for it. Frank Short of the Indiana 

Association of Chiefs of Police says it would be the most effective way to cut down on meth 

labs. That's because a key ingredient in cold medicine is an important component in making 

meth. Lawmakers are still considering an option that would allow pharmacists to refuse the sale 

of cold medicines at their own discretion. 

 

1-20-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :53) 

An area small business will soon be awarded a big honor. Greater Lafayette Commerce is 

honoring its 2015 Small Business of the Year this evening. It's an award that goes back more 

than 20 years to 1993.  One chosen from monthly winners from September 2014 through 

September 2015. 

  

1-20-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A Lafayette law firm is named Small Business of the Year by Greater Lafayette Commerce. The 

winner was "BB and C Attorneys At Law." The annual award is an honor that goes back more 

than 20 years to 1993 and is chosen from among the monthly award winners. Businesses 

nominated for the award must be privately owned, have the same ownership for at least three 

years a member of GLC, have fewer than 50 employees and be involved in the community. "BB 

and C" has worked with several charitable causes including Habitat for Humanity. 

 

1-22-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

Earlier this week, the Safe Haven Law was used for the first time in Tippecanoe County. And a 

newborn baby is safe this morning because of it. As News 18's Dan Klein reports,  the man who 

helped write the bill, State Senator Ron Alting, hopes with some publicity it won't take another15 

years for it to happen again. 

 

1-24-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20) 

The Indiana State Board of Animal Health is calling the latest strain of avian flu "one of the 

worst to strike our state". So far over 4 hundred thousand birds have died.  News 18's Alexis 

Moberger spoke with a Purdue expert on what to expect next. And what farmers are doing to 

help prevent the flu from spreading. 

 

 

1-26-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :20) 

Just in time for breakfast, Lafayette's newest donut shop is open for business. Dunkin Donuts 

officially opened Monday on Sagamore Parkway near the mall. The company says it's one of up 



to four new locations set to open in the Lafayette area over the next few years. And here at this 

one, it didn't take long for the line to form. 

 

2-1-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

The city council also voted for a 140 million dollar tax abatement for Subaru of Indiana 

Automotive.  As we told you last week, the abatement will allow SIA to phase in their property 

taxes on their new expansion over the next decade. The expansion brings with it 12 hundred new 

jobs. Subaru officials hope to have it complete by October. 

 

2-1-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

A long-time Lafayette bakery is expanding to the city's south side. Mama Ines Bakery opened for 

business on the corner of Greenbush Street and Sagamore Parkway 17 years ago. Today the 

ribbon was cut at their new location on Builders Drive just off of Veterans Memorial Parkway. 

Owner Rosa Montoya says she's happy to serve a new part of the city. 

 

2-3-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Indiana farmers could soon see a decrease in their property taxes. On Tuesday the Indiana Senate 

voted unanimously to pass a farm land property tax relief bill. The legislation would limit the 

increase of assessed property values each year. It would also calculate a base tax rate using data 

from the last two years instead of four. Purdue agricultural economist Larry Deboer says four 

years ago farm land and commodity prices were still going up. He says that's not the case now 

and it's led to higher property taxes for farmers. Deboer says the new formula provides a more 

realistic assessment of what farmers should pay. 

 

2-3-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Franciscan St. Elizabeth Health has partnered with The American Heart Association to bring the 

first ever Red Dress Dash to Lafayette.This is the 5th year for the event but the first year that it 

will be in Lafayette.  Everyone is invited to put on a red dress and run to raise awareness about 

heart disease in women.  The Dash will begin around the Tippecanoe County Courthouse square 

and people will Dash or walk their way around the square. Organizers say they are eager to bring 

heart health awareness and education to Lafayette. 

 

2-3-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 

Over the last several years, taxes on farmers have increased more than 60 percent. But there 

could be some relief coming for Indiana farmers. That's if legislation is passed at the Statehouse. 

News 18's Samantha Thieke reports how the bill would help keep Indiana farmers in business. 

 

2-5-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :27) 

Franciscan St. Elizabeth health is educating the community about brain health with its Mega 

Brain display. The display gives you an opportunity to walk through a brain and learn about 

brain diseases and trauma.  It's a representation of different brain issues like blood clots, strokes, 

Alzheimer’s, concussion and many others. One key issue highlighted by the Mega Brain is stroke 

recognition and prevention.  Hospital officials say stoke is the fifth leading cause of death in the 

country. 

 

 



2-8-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:20) 

Many of us don't even start to think about the dangers of having high cholesterol until we hit 

middle age, but new studies are showing that young adults should be thinking about their 

cholesterol levels early to ward off dangerous heart disease, later.  Adam McCoy has the details 

in today's health minute. 

 

2-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:54) 

The Indiana department of health confirms the first case of Zika virus in our state. Governor 

Pence says it's surfaced in Grant County. Howard Monroe reports state officials say the risk for 

most of us is low, but their number one concern is for women of child-bearing age going to the 

affected regions. 

 

2-11-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

New this morning, Patients at IU Health Arnett and Franciscan St. Elizabeth East are getting a 

dose of a different kind of medicine these days. This morning, we're introducing you to this 

unique form of medicine. A kind that comes with four legs and a whole lot of fur!   

 

2-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

A new approach to hip replacement surgery offering a quick recovery time and less pain is 

catching some Lafayette residents' attention. And it's now available at a Lafayette practice.  

News 18's Alexis Moberger shares more on the increasingly popular technique. 

 

2-23-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00) 

A meeting to discuss a slaughterhouse being built in Shadeland has been canceled. Plans were 

going to be presented tonight to the town's zoning and planning committee. But late this 

afternoon, the woman proposing the development took the item off the board's agenda.  

 

2-26-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Purdue already started construction on a new facility that would allow them to do plant research 

in the field. But today, Trustees approved a project that would allow students to study plants in a 

contained space, like a greenhouse. It's called a Controlled Environment Phenotyping Facility. 

With the board's approval this morning they can now plan, finance, and sign a contract for the 

project. Purdue Dean of Agriculture Jay Akridge says this new facility will put Purdue ahead of 

the competition 

 

2-27-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

People of all ages got together at the Tippecanoe Mall to dance, walk and learn healthy tips. 

Franciscan Saint Elizabeth Health's "Kathryn Weil Center for Education" hosted the 8th annual 

"Day of Dance For Your Health." The event is designed to motivate people in the community to 

live healthy lifestyles.  It combined dancing with free health screenings and consumer education 

on heart disease along with other health related issues 

 

3-1-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 23) 

Two measures to curb methamphetamine production in Indiana are on their way to the 

governor's desk.  Both bills received approval from the full House. One would add drug 

offenders to a national pseudoephedrine tracking system. The other would allow pharmacy 



regulars to buy medicine containing pseudoephedrine, while allowing pharmacists to sell limited 

quantities to unfamiliar customers before requiring a prescription. 

 

3-3-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55) 

A company that recently announced it's moving from Indiana to Mexico will repay hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in grant money to the state. That's the result of Governor Mike Pence's 

meeting with Carrier yesterday. Tim McNicholas reports the company will also pay back any tax 

breaks and keep 400 research jobs in Indiana. But that still leaves their manufacturing workers 

with plenty of questions 

 

3-4-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:55)  

New this morning, a look at the pharmacy business. In an age where national chains are on many 

street corners and even inside our grocery stores, what about the little guy? How are they doing 

and how are they competing? We looked into the numbers and visited a family-owned 

independent pharmacy that just opened its doors in Frankfort. It has its own survival story in 

more ways than one. 

 

3-4-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 32) 

A Lafayette business destroyed after a dump truck crash last summer is getting a second chance.  

Construction crews are now rebuilding Popp-A-Top Beer, Wine and Food at its original location. 

The business at 18th Street and Schuyler Avenue was demolished after a dump truck crashed 

into it last June. Due to structural damage the building was torn down after only being open for 

33 days. The lot had to be rezoned to allow for owner Jim Popp to rebuild his business.  

 

3-4-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 32) 

More new jobs are coming to Subaru of Indiana Automotive. 

SIA celebrated the opening of its new paint shop with a ribbon cutting ceremony today. The 

nearly 400 thousand square foot facility was originally scheduled to be completed in June, but 

the high demand of Subaru Outbacks and Legacys forced construction to be moved up to the first 

of March. 

 

3-8-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 34) 
The millennials are coming and going.  That's the message business leaders all across the country 

say they're seeing.  Greater Lafayette Commerce put young professionals’ front and center 

during its monthly meeting among community and business leaders. Human Resources expert 

Karl Ahlrichs talked about how to hire recent college graduates and retain them.  

 

3-16-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 

Purdue is set to tip off at 4:30 tomorrow. Many Boiler fans are already plotting where they will 

be to see the game. While are heading for the couch at home others prefer watching with a 

hundred of their closest friends at a sports bar. News 18s Cameron Hardin reports with a big rush 

expected, businesses are doing their best to give fans the best experience. 

 

3-16-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Since the year 2000, the Centers for Disease control reports a 200 percent increase in overdose 

deaths involving opioids. Some of those opioids include prescription painkillers. But new 



guidelines released by the CDC aim to decrease the number of people abusing the drugs. News 

18's Samantha Thieke reports how a local pain management doctor says the recommendations 

could affect patients. 

 

3-16-16 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration: 50) 

Quality of place and quality of life those are the twin focal points for the Frankfort mayor in his 

State of the City address tonight. The mayor said tonight he wants to attract highly skilled and 

educated people to the community. And in turn he hopes that attracts businesses and industries. It 

was all laid out in his address tonight. He's calling it the Quality Plan. It's a 200 day initiative.  

 

3-21-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Several area companies are teaming up with the state of Indiana in effort to provide training in 

advanced manufacturing to workers. News 18's Brad Oppenheim joins us now to share how the 

state is helping these area companies provide necessary training to future employees. Jeff and 

Gina, with the demand for skilled workers on the rise and a training grant available several area 

manufacturers gathered together to form the Skill UP Alliance. It's aimed at training ready-to 

work applicants for advanced manufacturing. 

 

3-24-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29) 

GE Aviation could be exempt from paying property taxes on its new Lafayette facility for the 

next 10 years. The city's Redevelopment Commission is recommending the tax abatement to the 

city council.  GE began production of its LEAP engine in January and employs about 250 

people.  Economic Development Director Dennis Carson says GE is also building a 15 million 

dollar maintenance repair operation adding an extra 30 jobs. Carson says giving the abatement 

gives G-E an incentive to invest in the community. 

 

3-24-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Meanwhile, Frankfort officers will soon be given a potentially life-saving drug to keep on hand. 

The Board of Works approved issuing Narcan to officers. As News 18 has already reported it's a 

drug that reverses the side effects of a heroin or other opioid overdose. City officials believe it's 

important for officers to have Narcan because they are often first on scene to an emergency. 

They will be getting training from paramedics in how to use the drug. Both West Lafayette 

officers and Tippecanoe County deputies were issued the drug last summer. 

 

3-25-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 55) 

Making the investment in precious metals like gold and silver comes with an additional cost in 

Indiana.  But a new law is going to change that. Vierk's Fine Jewelry Owner, Jeff Vierk says his 

business loses an estimated 250 thousand dollars a year in potential sales due to the tax. He says 

it drives investors to order online or purchase in neighboring states without a sales tax. However, 

legislation passed during the 2016 Indiana General Assembly eliminates the seven percent state 

sales tax on certain precious metals.  Vierk says the law will encourage investors to purchase 

locally having a positive impact on the state's economy. 

 

3-28-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

If you're looking for ways to get a better night’s sleep you might want to add a bit more protein 

into your diet. News 18's Brad Oppenheim tells us what researchers at Purdue found. 



 

CRIME 
 

Residents in the Rossville area are shocked when a drive-by shooting occurs, leaving them 

feeling uneasy in their typically, quiet town.  Tippecanoe County Sheriff's deputies investigate a 

string of vehicle break-ins in a Lafayette neighborhood.  Several robberies occur in the News 18 

viewing area during the first quarter.   Police investigate a shooting near downtown Lafayette 

that leaves a man with multiple gunshot wounds.  A man and a woman get into an argument at a 

Lafayette gas station resulting in the woman sustaining a gunshot wound to the chest.  25 tires 

are slashed on Purdue’s campus.  Howard County mourns the loss of Deputy Carl Koontz after 

he is killed in the line of duty. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1-5-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :33) 

The Crawfordsville Police Department is looking for two men who they say robbed a Papa 

John's Pizza delivery driver by gunpoint late last night. The report came in just before midnight 

of an armed robbery on Wayne Avenue. Police said an order was placed and upon arrival to the 

delivery location, two men met the driver prior to reaching the door. Police say said one man had 

a gun and demanded money and the driver's cellphone. The men then fled on foot from the area. 

Anyone with information is asked to call the Crawfordsville Police Department. 

 

1-7-16 (During the five ‘clock broadcast, Duration :28) 

A Lafayette man faces preliminary charges for child pornography. According to the Lafayette 

Police Department, 43 year old Chad Steiner was arrested this morning for possession and 

distribution of child pornography. Steiner was taken to the Tippecanoe County Jail. Detectives 

say the investigation is ongoing as they continue to process forensic evidence. Several local 

agencies took part in the investigation, including the Tippecanoe County High Tech Crime Unit. 

 

1-8-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :34) 

More charges are filed against two Lafayette men accused of murder. Police arrested Jacob 

Guffey and Matthew Oertel last summer in connection with the shootings of 36 year old Aaron 

Hunter Junior and 46 year old Terry Smith Junior outside a home on Perrine Street.   

Guffey and Oertel already face murder and robbery charges but prosecutors have since added 

auto theft and illegal drug possession charges for Guffey and information of possession and 

maintaining a common nuisance for Oertel. In court this morning Guffey's trial was set for 

August. Oertel's is scheduled for September. 

 

1-8-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:35) 

We begin with new details this midday on a drive-by shooting in Rossville. It happened about 11 

last night at a home on Salem Lane. Neighbors near this Rossville home say they heard the 

gunshots and say the incident has left them feeling uneasy about living in what they say is 

typically a quiet town 

 

1-8-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Lafayette police are investigating an armed robbery at a dry cleaner's. It happened just after 2 

this afternoon at the Hudlow's at 9th and Kossuth. Investigators say a man walked in, showed a 

weapon and got away with cash. He's described as 5 foot 8, wearing a sock hat, blue jacket and 

jeans.   

 

1-9-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

Tippecanoe County Sheriff's deputies are investigating a string of vehicle break-ins in a 

Lafayette neighborhood. Now deputies are warning people to keep their doors locked and their 

valuables safe. Three burglaries were reported in the Watkins Glen subdivision. 

 

1-10-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Although multiple individuals reported shots fired at Claystone officers found no one with 

injuries at the apartment complex. It was unclear if damage located in the area was caused by 

gunfire But police are still investigating.  



1-12-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 

One man is behind bars this morning in what Lafayette police are calling the first reported 

Village Pantry robbery of 2016. Police arrested 27 year old Brian Williams after he was spotted 

running away from the VP at the corner of Ninth and South streets. They found he had cash and 

cigarettes that were reported stolen from the store as well as a loaded firearm. Williams faces 

preliminary charges of robbery while armed with a deadly weapon and theft. Police say he had a 

valid concealed carry permit for his weapon. 

 

1-13-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

Police respond to two apartment complexes in the same night for serious crimes. Officers 

responded to Mayfair Village in the 24 hundred block of Sycamore Lane in West Lafayette for a 

robbery investigation. They say the suspect was armed. They are still working to gather a 

description. Less than an hour later across town, a home invasion was reported in Claystone at 

the Crossing on Chaffee Court in Lafayette. Police say three men armed with handguns argued 

with the resident then fled the scene. Authorities are still looking for the suspects. They say they 

were wearing a red jacket, a gray jacket, and a black hoodie. News 18 will continue to follow 

these stories as details are released. 

 

1-22-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Lafayette police are investigating a robbery that took place in a grocery store parking lot. It 

happened early Saturday morning at the Pay Less on Maple Point Drive near the Tippecanoe 

Mall.  

 

1-22-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

Lafayette police are investigating after a woman is shot on the city's south side.  Investigators 

believe two groups of people started arguing at the gas pumps of the Casey's General Store on 

Teal Road. That's when a man pulled out a gun and shot a woman in the chest shortly after six. 

Police found four shells on the ground.  The woman somehow made it to an apartment on 

Northchester Lane inside the Claystone at the Crossing apartment complex where someone 

called 911.  

 

1-22-16 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Clinton County deputies are investigating an armed robbery in Rossville tonight. It happened 

shortly before 6:15 at the CVS on Main Street. Investigators say a man, 18 to 30 years old 

entered the store armed with a handgun and got away with an undisclosed amount of cash. At 

least one other person is also believed to be involved. The robber left in either a gold or silver 

Pontiac Grand Prix with a broken back window on the passenger side. Anyone with information 

about this incident or about the men seen in these photos is asked to call the Clinton County 

Sheriff's Office. 

 

1-23-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:30) 

Police are investigating a shooting near downtown Lafayette that left a man with multiple 

gunshot wounds Friday night. News 18's Alexis Moberger spoke with people who live near the 

crime scene and uncovers some of the details from the shooting. The victim was briefly able to 

talk to officers but no description of a shooter has been released. Lafayette police ask anyone 

with information contact them immediately. 



1-25-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 
Purdue police are asking for help to figure out who slashed at least 25 car tires over the weekend. 

They say they think it happened sometime between twelve-thirty and seven-forty-five Sunday 

morning. Fifteen tires were reported slashed in the north parking lot of Owen Residence Hall. 

One vehicle was also reported scratched. Another 10 tires were slashed in the six-hundred block 

of North Russell.  

 

1-25-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :37) 

New this midday, we have new details on an attempted robbery at a Lafayette Village Pantry. 

Right now police are working on getting surveillance video from the store at 3150 Brady Lane, 

near Concord Road.  It happened just after noon on Saturday when police say a man approached 

the counter and told the cashier he wanted the money but didn't display a weapon. Officers say 

the manager actually talked with the man for a short time before the would-be robber left on foot, 

without any cash. Police say he's around five feet tall and has blue eyes. If you have any 

information, call Lafayette Police or the anonymous We- Tip Hotline at 1- 800- 78- CRIME. 

 

1-26-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :50) 

One man is behind bars and police are searching for two others after a pair of robberies in 

Lafayette early this morning. 34 year old James Cooper Slisz was arrested after police say he 

strangled a woman and took her purse. It happened around 12:20 am in the area of 14th and 

Morton Streets.  Cooper-Slisz was found less than blocks away on Salem Street. He is now 

facing charges for robbery with severe bodily injury and battery by means of strangulation.  

 

1-26-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :50) 

Some West Lafayette neighbors are keeping a close eye out after a series of break-ins. And 

police say the person responsible could be living in the same neighborhood where it all 

happened. This is in the Lindberg Village neighborhood near Lindberg and Klondike. April 

Fidler says she was only away for 15 minutes when her house was broken into. Two laptops 

several flash drives and all of her financial information was stolen.  

 

1-27-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

LPD is also still investigating a shooting several hours earlier that same evening at the Casey's 

General Store on Teal Road. Police said the shooting was the result of a fight between two 

groups. They now believe the victim 23 year old Ashantia Raheem was not directly involved in 

that fight but was an acquaintance to the people arguing. Raheem was released from the hospital 

within a few hours.   

 

1-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

The Boone County prosecutor has charged a Franklin man in the 1990 rape case linked by DNA 

evidence. 50 year old Todd Richardson was charged today with five felonies, including 

attempted rape and burglary.  In June of 1990, Richardson allegedly broke into the home of a 

Lebanon resident.  According to court documents, he threatened the victim with a knife and 

forced her to submit to sexual acts. Years later, Richardson's DNA was matched to the crime. 

Richardson is currently being held at the Boone County Jail. If convicted on all charges, 

Richardson faces a maximum penalty of 148 years. 

 



1-29-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :34) 

Since that South Street shooting there have been two other shootings in Lafayette. Both last 

Friday night. One happened at the Casey's General Store on Teal Road. And the other was in a 

man's car on Green Street. There have been no arrests on those cases either. Police say they're 

still investigating. 

 

2-1-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Crime was the focus of the Lafayette mayor's State of the City address tonight. About 2/3rds of 

Tony Roswarski's speech hit various initiatives, including the latest on the take home police cars 

and the new police officers that were announced about four months ago. He pointed out a more 

than 4 hundred percent increase of people who lost their housing assistance voucher because of 

drug or criminal activity from 5 people in 2014 to 23 people last year. But to make the 

community safer he says everyone must get involved from pre-k education to faith- based 

community centers. 

 

2-2-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :41) 

It happened a little after 11 at the Devon Plaza in the 2,300  of North 26th Street. 

Police say a man a staying there told them someone demanded money and tried to force their 

way into his room.  

 

2-4-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :26) 

A bank was robbed in Flora this morning when two men walked in with a weapon. It happened 

around 9:40 this at the Salin Bank on Columbia Street in Flora. Two males walked into the bank 

wearing hooded sweatshirts and presented what appeared to be a gun. They took an undisclosed 

amount of cash and took off on foot heading west. Indiana State Police Sergeant Kim Riley says 

if you find yourself in this situation be aware and be observant. 

 

2-5-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Police responded to the 1,000 block of Heath Street just about an hour ago shortly before 5 

o'clock this evening a call came in of shots fired. Police then showed up shortly after where they 

found a male in his mid-20s with a gunshot wound to his upper torso.  The man was taken to St 

Elizabeth East hospital where an officer was with him.  At this time we still don't know what his 

condition is or the reason for the shooting. Police are still investigating the situation. 

 

2-5-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Lafayette police say a man who was shot this evening will make it. But they are still looking for 

3 people who they believe could be involved. As we first told you in a live report on News 18 at 

5, officers were called to the 1 thousand block of Heath Street just after 4:30 pm. 

They say a man in his mid-20s had been shot in the chest inside a home. He is now stable at the 

hospital.  By the time officers arrived, 3 other people believed to be involved had fled the scene. 

A neighbor tells us police have responded to the area multiple times in the past. 

 

2-5-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:15) 

A Pine Village veterinarian accused of animal abuse has surrendered her license. Dr. Cathy 

Alinovi maintains that the complaints are just the actions of disgruntled former employees. 



News 18's Samantha Thieke reports the woman who made the initial complaint stands by her 

allegations. 

 

2-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :46) 

Indiana is one of five states in the country that does not have a hate crime law. But News 18's 

Kayla Sullivan reports the state is one step closer to one as a bill soon moves forward to the 

house. She joins us now to explain the bill. Courts already use aggravating factors when it comes 

to sentencing someone for a crime.  This bill would allow a victim's race, religion, color, sex, or 

sexual orientation to be factored into the crime 

 

2-9-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 

We're learning more about Kenneth Nice. The elderly man who was robbed, tied and beat up in 

his Lafayette home yesterday. 20 year old Jacob McDaniel was arrested for the crimes. He was 

living with Nice at the time. One neighbor tells News 18 he thinks Nice enjoyed helping troubled 

kids but it turned on him when the young man he was helping beat him up and tied him with duct 

tape. 

 

2-11-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :26) 

Frankfort police officers will soon be equipped with body cameras. The city's Board of Works 

approved the budget for the cameras and storage for the video. The body cameras will cost 

around 34 thousand dollars and the video will be stored on a server that will cost roughly 25 

thousand. Frankfort Police Chief Troy Bacon says this has been in the works for a couple of 

years, and he can't wait for the cameras to be issued. 

 

2-11-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 

A road rage incident lands a man behind bars for more than two years. News 18's Samantha 

Thieke spoke with the tanker truck driver who was shot at multiple times and tells us what he 

says happened that night in June. 

 

2-12-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :27) 

Lafayette police are looking for a man who broke into the Checkerboard Tavern in Lafayette. 

According to police, on the morning of January 31st. a man broke in through the front door of 

the bar. There were multiple items stolen including cash and a set of speakers. Here is a photo of 

the man on the Checkerboard's security video. If you recognize this person or have any 

information contact the Lafayette Police or the WE-TIP hotline at 800-78-CRIME. 

 

2-13-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Lafayette Police are investigating a shooting that left two people injured last night. That's after 

people living in the neighborhood heard five shots fired. Around 9 pm. Lafayette police 

responded to a shots fired call in the 12 hundred block of South 5th Street.  Officers found out 

later that one woman and one man were injured.  Police say that one of the victims was 

specifically targeted by the shooter. The victims were sent to Saint Elizabeth East Hospital in 

Lafayette. Officers say the crime scene began near South 4th Street and Cherokee avenue. Police 

are still investigating. 

 

 



2-16-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :37) 

A Tippecanoe County man is accused of threatening his grandmother and stealing her vehicle. 20 

year-old Brenden Runkle faces six charges including criminal confinement, auto theft and 

attempted robbery.  According to court documents, Runkle asked for a ride into town from his 

grandparents on February 7th.  When he was refused he took the car anyway. Two days later 

police arrested Runkle at the IU Arnett Clinic on Greenbush Street where his grandmother 

worked. He had locked her in a room shoved her into a desk and demanded money. The SUV 

was parked outside with two syringes and other signs of drug use. 

  

2-16-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :41) 

Six people have been shot in Lafayette in just the first six weeks of 2016.  None of the victims 

have died in the recent shootings but it amounts to one shooting every eight days. Some 

initiatives the Mayor is planning include- Four officers were sworn in Tuesday that will be 

dedicated to the drug task force and street crimes unit. Another program will allow every officer 

living within city limits to take their squad car home.  24 new squad cars were ordered to make 

that happen. The Mayor is also working to make sure landlords do a better job screening tenants. 

 

2-16-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :26) 

Shots were fired at a Lafayette apartment complex this afternoon. It happened around one o'clock 

in Village Square Apartments in Lafayette. Lafayette Police say a man fired three shots.  Two of 

which went through the wall into an adjacent apartment. The third shot lodged in an exterior 

wall.  No one was injured but police believe alcohol was a factor. The man was taken to the 

hospital to be medically cleared to be taken to jail. 

 

2-17-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

Police say money was the motive in a double-homicide that sparked a massive manhunt.  Apress 

release from the Boone County Sheriff reveals the family had a trust worth millions. Police 

believe 61-year old Lucius Hamilton the Third killed his niece 31 year old Katherine Giehll and 

her 4 year old son in their Zionsville home. Hours later, Hamilton would take his own life in an 

Indianapolis hotel.  

 

2-17-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

A Lafayette small business owner told police he recently found several items stolen from his 

store up for sale on Craigslist. It's a crime that reflects a growing trend in Lafayette. Police say 

the anonymous nature of the site can makes it difficult to track down who is selling the items. 

Even when they're known to be stolen. The most recent case was reported on Friday by the 

owner of a Lafayette cleaning service.  No arrests have been made. Most of the time, police say 

by the time they can track the stolen items an innocent person has purchased and re-sold the 

goods. Investigators advise victims to always report your stolen items to the police first and keep 

track of serial numbers. 

 

2-19-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 

A 21-year-old man is recovering in the hospital this morning after police say he was shot several 

times.  Investigators are trying to piece together what happened. Here's what we know so far. 

The Tippecanoe County sheriff's office says just before 11 last night, the man from Chicago 

showed up at River Bend Hospital with multiple gunshot wounds. Deputies are not releasing the 



victim's name nor the details about how he was shot. But we're told his injuries aren't life-

threatening. We'll let you know when we learn more.  

 

2-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A Lafayette woman has been charged after allegedly stabbing her boyfriend this week. 

According to court documents, Sasha Spencer is being charged with a Felony count of battery 

with a deadly weapon.  Court documents say Spencer stabbed her boyfriend in the arm after an 

argument Wednesday morning.  Lafayette police say the knife used in the stabbing was found in 

a dishwasher with what appeared to be blood on the tip. Spencer was arrested and taken to the 

Tippecanoe County Jail and bonded out Thursday. She is scheduled to appear in court next 

month. 

 

2-22-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 

The Lafayette Police Department is reaching out to neighborhoods in an effort to cut down on 

crime rates.  Sergeant Scott Galloway is now the "Community Outreach and Crime Prevention" 

officer. He says the new position promotes more communication between police and residents. 

Sergeant Galloway says talking to people about crimes happening where they live allows him to 

dispatch officers to where they are needed the most. 

 

2-22-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :27) 

A driver crashes her car into a CVS Pharmacy in Crawfordsville this morning. According to 

police, it happened as the driver was pulling into a parking spot in front of the store. She told 

police she hit the brakes, but her car kept accelerating and crashed into the CVS causing 

significant damage inside.  The driver was treated for minor injuries on the scene. Police say the 

car is being examined for mechanical problems. The CVS will remain closed for the remainder 

of the day. 

 

2-22-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :48) 

A White County man has been sentenced to prison time following the death of his two month old 

baby.  In December, 23-year-old Conor Jackson pleaded guilty to neglect of a dependent 

resulting in death. The incident happened at a home in Chalmers last June. Detectives with 

Indiana State Police were notified by child protective services about a baby at Franciscan St. 

Elizabeth East Hospital in Lafayette.  The child reportedly had life threatening injuries and was 

transported to Riley Hospital for Children in Indianapolis. The baby died a few days later. The 

autopsy showed the child died from blunt force trauma to the head and Sergeant Kim Riley told 

us at the time that they believe Jackson let his emotions get out of control. Friday, Jackson was 

sentenced to 30 years, with 10 years suspended. 20 years will be executed at the Indiana 

Department of Corrections. 

 

2-24-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

The Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Department is sending out a warning, after receiving several 

reports that someone was making fraudulent calls in their name. According to authorities, the 

caller claims to be someone from the Sheriff's Department collecting a fine. Investigators say 

they are similar to the calls that were going around a month ago but these appear to originate 

from out of state. If you receive such a call, you should hang up and contact the sheriff's office. 

 



2-26-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :27) 

A Lafayette man has been arrested and charged after he's accused of selling drugs to a 

confidential informant. Lafayette police say 27-year-old Paul Godina sold heroin to a CI on three 

different occasions.  He was arrested yesterday in the 2,100 block of South Street. Godina is 

facing three charges of dealing in a narcotic and two charges of possession of a narcotic. 

 

2-27-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

Lafayette police are investigating an armed robbery at a local convince store. It happened just 

before 11 last night at the Village Pantry on Concord Road and Brady Lane. Police say a man 

armed with a handgun entered the store and demanded money. He fled the scene with an 

unknown amount of cash.  Witnesses last saw the man running north into Pheasant Run 

Apartments. He is described as a skinny male in his teens or early 20's at about 5 feet 7 inches 

tall.  Police say he was wearing black pants a black zip up jacket light blue gloves and a black ski 

mask at the time of the robbery.  Anybody with information regarding the robbery is asked to 

call the Lafayette Police Department or the We-Tip Hotline at 1-800-78-CRIME 

 

2-29-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Lafayette police are searching for the person who fired shots in a Lafayette neighborhood over 

the weekend, damaging a car. It happened around four yesterday morning in the 900 block of 

Julia Lane.  Several people at the scene told officers someone had been firing a gun in the area, 

shortly after a disturbance at a home nearby. Officers located shell casings and a vehicle that had 

been damaged by a bullet. Police say they don't believe it was a random incident. If you have any 

information, call LPD or the We-Tip Hotline at 800-78-CRIME. 

 

2-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:10) 

Our top story tonight at six. Lafayette police responded to two CVS robbery attempts within a 

half hour. Police just confirmed the second of the two attempts was successful. But police are 

still working to confirm whether or not they're connected. 

 

3-1-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 29) 

We begin with new developments in an armed robbery over the weekend. Lafayette police have 

released a surveillance picture of a man they're looking for. Police are calling this man a person 

of interest in the robbery at a Village Pantry on Concord Road and Brady Lane. It happened last 

Friday night just before eleven.  Police say the man walked into the store with a handgun and 

demanded money. He then took off with that money and police are still working to track him 

down.  

 

3-2-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33) 

Gun permit applications are on the rise. Local law enforcement say in the last three to six 

months, numbers have tripled. Tippecanoe County Sheriff Barry Richard says the fear of stricter 

gun laws is motivating many.   Tippecanoe County accounts for 170 permits last month which is 

double the number from last February. Lafayette Police have seen a similar situation.  In 2014, 

there were 595 gun permits and in 2015 there were 898. The spike also because of an increase in 

crime.  Police Chief Patrick Flannelly says there is always a jump in numbers after tragedies like 

9/11 and San Bernardino 

 



3-3-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 38)  

Juan Pop, the man who pleaded guilty to assisting with murder is sentenced to time served in 

prison and expected to be deported to Guatemala. He's been locked up since he was arrested in 

December of 2014.  He will remain at the Tippecanoe County Jail until the federal government 

soon deports him. Pop admitted to helping William Paz clean up after Paz stabbed and killed 

Primitivo Flores, dumping his body on the side of U.S. 52. Pop says he saw Paz stab Flores in his 

apartment and then let him use his blanket to help carry the body to the car. He admits to 

cleaning up blood before fleeing town. Paz was found guilty of murder in February. His 

sentencing is scheduled for March 17th. 

 

3-4-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:05) 

The Tippecanoe School Corporation bus driver accused of sexual misconduct with a student is 

ordered not to contact the victim. 47 year old Tracy Konsdorf received the no contact order and 

her formal charge in court this afternoon. Detectives say they talked to the student who admitted 

to having several encounters with Konsdorf including text messages expressing a desire for a 

romantic relationship. Earlier this week, the TSC told News 18 they fired Konsdorf because of 

the investigation. She had worked for the district since 2006. 

 

3-7-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40) 

White County law enforcement is investigating two Sunday night stabbings in different parts of 

the county.  In just the last few hours, police announced the victims could be connected. The first 

call came in around 8:45 p-m, at Janet's Intown Lounge on Main Street in Monticello. Police say 

they found 24 year old Jacob Cook suffering non- life- threatening injuries. Just fifteen minutes 

later, police responded to a second stabbing call at a home in Monon. There, 28- year- old 

Mitchell Fontaine had been seriously injured.  The case is still under investigation. If you have 

any information, please call Monticello Police. 

 

3-8-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 57) 

Rape victim advocates say they're startled to see Indiana has the second highest rate of forced sex 

among high school girls in the nation. The stats were compiled by the Indiana Youth Institute. 

The CDC also reports more than one in six Indiana high school girls have been a victim of sexual 

assault by the time they're 18.  The Heartford House in Lafayette provides space for interviews to 

be done with young potential victims of sexual assault by forensic investigators or child 

protective services 

 

3-9-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

Six people accused of dealing drugs have been arrested in Lafayette. It's something police have 

been investigating for weeks. News 18's Alexis Moberger joins us and reports police say the bust 

is a good sign as it could mean less violent crime in Lafayette. Jeff and Gina, Lt. Brian Gossard 

says you can expect an uptick in drug busts. But says it could be a good sign. He says it could 

help cut down on some of the recent crime in Lafayette. Something residents are hopeful for. 

 

3-10-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 30) 

New this morning a Lafayette man is recovering after he was attacked during a robbery on the 

city's south side. Police say two men beat him with a gun before stealing his money, cell phone 

and medication. Just before one, police were called to the Spring Gardens Apartments on State 



Road 25 West between Old Romney Road and South Beck Lane. Officers tell News 18 it 

happened inside one of the apartments.  The victim was taken to the hospital with non-life-

threatening injuries. Police are still looking for the two attackers. 

 

3-10-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 37) 

Two people are dead after, what police are calling a murder-suicide at a major employer south of 

Indianapolis. State police responded to an active shooter situation early this morning at the 

Cummins Seymour Engine Plant. They say one person was shot and killed and the shooter 

committed suicide. 

  

3-10-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 41) 

A suspect in a Lafayette shooting from February has been arrested. Thirty-one-year-old Hirman 

Jackson, of East Chicago, Indiana, arrived in Tippecanoe County on Wednesday after being 

extradited from Lake County. On February 12, two people were shot multiple times and an infant 

was injured from broken glass in a shooting in the Highland Park neighborhood in Lafayette. 

Detectives identified Jackson, and a warrant was issued for his arrest on a preliminary charge of 

battery with a deadly weapon. The United States Marshals Service helped to locate Jackson, and 

arrested him March 1.  Jackson faces a total of 15 charges, including five counts of attempted 

murder. He is in the Tippecanoe County Jail on a 500-thousand dollar bond. 

 

3-11-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 46) 

While Major Seldon said he couldn't confirm if the Flora and Kokomo robberies were connected, 

he did say he believes the two Kokomo robberies are connected. I also spoke with Flora Police 

Chief Paul Redmon over the phone and he said after their meeting with the Kokomo detectives 

today they are hoping to make big strides and have more information by the start of next week. 

 

3-11-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

A Lafayette man who was beaten during an armed robbery is speaking about the attack. 

News 18's Samantha Thieke spoke with victim and joins us live with his recollection. And the 

message he wants to share with those living nearby. Jeff and Gina, it happened around 1 am 

Thursday.  51-year-old Edwin Fogleman was beaten and robbed at gunpoint at this Lafayette 

apartment complex.  And as he recalls the attack, he says he wants other residents here to be alert 

and take precaution so they don't end up becoming another victim. 

 

3-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Lebanon police are investigating after a teen was stabbed multiple times last night. Lebanon 

police are investigating after a teen was stabbed multiple times last night. Around 9:30 last night 

police were called to the 700 block of West South Street in Lebanon. They found 19 year old 

Nicholas Bishop with multiple stab wounds to his chest. Police say Bishop was transported to an 

Indianapolis hospital with injuries believed to be life-threatening. Around 11:30 p.m. a juvenile 

was taken into custody by authorities.   Police say the person of interest is currently being held in 

a juvenile detention center pending the filing of formal charges. The investigation is ongoing. 

 

 

 

 



3-16-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 34) 

16 year old Corvallis Williams is charged with robbery and battery after prosecutors say he hit a 

juvenile and stole his cell phone at Columbian Park. According to court documents. Williams 

and another kid taunted the victim as he walked through the park with two other juveniles on 

Friday. Witnesses told police Williams hit the victim in the chin causing him to fall and hit his 

head on both a parked car and the curb. That's when Williams grabbed the victim's cell phone. 

News 18 does not typically identify juveniles but Williams is being charged as an adult. 

 

3-16-16 (During the five o’clock, Duration: 33) 

The former Frankfort police officer who was charged for a hit-and-run is sentenced to 2 months 

community corrections and 10 months on probation. Mark Allen Brown pleaded guilty to leaving 

the scene of an accident with bodily injury last week. His false informing charge was dismissed. 

It isn't certain if Brown was drinking and over the legal limit the night of the crash because by 

time police caught up with him several hours had passed. Indiana State Police investigated the 

crime and a special prosecutor from Carroll County handled the case. 

 

3-16-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25) 

Frankfort police are searching for two men they say robbed a pharmacy this evening. It happened 

around 5-30 at the Walmart on State Road 28. The suspects are described as two males, one 

wearing a red t-shirt, the other wearing a black hoodie. They were last seen heading south. 

Officers called in a K-9 unit to search parking lots of nearby businesses and the school district's 

administration building. 

 

3-17-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

William Paz is sentenced to 45 years in prison for murdering his co-worker and dumping the 

body on US 52. Last month, a jury found 44-year-old Paz guilty of stabbing Primitivo Flores on 

Christmas Day of 2014. Paz didn't work alone, his co-worker and roommate, Juan Pop helped 

him clean up after the murder. Pop was sentenced to time served and was deported to Guatemala. 

Paz still says he is innocent and claims Pop is the killer. Paz's lawyers say they've already started 

the process to appeal. 

 

3-17-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 34) 

A Miami County man is in police custody after a six-month-old child was airlifted to the hospital 

with a head injury. The Miami County Sheriff says 23-year-old Alexander Lockhart was arrested 

early this morning. Officials say the child also had multiple rib fractures and bruises. Medical 

staff, along with the Indiana Department of Child Services say the injuries appear to be from 

non-accidental trauma resulting from child abuse. Lockhart faces preliminarily several charges 

including neglect of a dependent resulting in bodily injury and aggravated battery. He's behind 

bars right now in the Miami County Jail. 

 

3-17-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55) 

The Carroll County's Sheriff's Office is investigating a pair of burglaries. Investigators say the 

burglaries are happening in the middle of the day. News 18's Brittany Tyner reports the sheriff 

has some advice for residents.  Sheriff Leazenby says they are working with two possible vehicle 

descriptions. One is blue passenger car and the other is a black pickup truck. 

 



 

3-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 52) 

Hoosier lawmakers are looking to fight tax sale fraud. It's a crime you may not be familiar with 

but a number of Indiana homeowners have been victimized. Some have lost large sums of money 

in the process. It starts when a homeowner falls behind on his property taxes. In a number of 

cases, the homeowner is deceived into making a deal with an out- of- state businessman to make 

the tax problems go away. 

 

3-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:31) 

Lafayette police are on pace to have a record number of drug busts this year. But officers say 

without the public's help it wouldn't be possible. In fact, three busts just this week came from tips 

from neighbors. News 18's Kayla Sullivan joins us now and reports police are touting the 

importance of community partnerships.  

 

3-19-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Frankfort residents had the opportunity to open up and share their thoughts with police officers 

today. News 18's Brad Oppenheim reports how the community was able to engage with local law 

enforcement. 

 

3-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 50) 

A Howard County Sheriff's deputy is dead after a shootout in Russiaville this morning. Indiana 

State Police say it happened around 12:30 this morning.  Howard County Sheriff Deputy Carl 

Koontz and Sgt. Jordan Buckley were serving a search and arrest warrant at a home at 380 

Chandler Street.  The Howard Sheriff's Office says the warrant was drug related and the suspect 

was most likely hiding out in the home. Indiana State Police say the two officers knocked on the 

door announcing their presence but there was no answer. Koontz and Buckley were both shot 

after walking into the home. Both were injured and airlifted to Methodist Hospital in 

Indianapolis. Koontz died from his injuries. Residents say the community is grieving the loss of 

Deputy Koontz. 

 

3-21-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

A person who tried to rob a bank in Russiaville today got away. Indiana State Police were called 

to the scene at First Farmers Bank on West Main Street in Russiaville around 1:30 this afternoon.  

Police aren't sure what time the bank was robbed, but they started to investigate as soon as they 

arrived on the scene.  Western School Corporation was on lockdown because of the robbery. The 

lock down was lifted by 2 this afternoon.  ISP is still investigating. We will bring you updated 

information as soon as it becomes available. 

 

3-22-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 36) 

A woman shot in Lafayette last month, has now been charged with dealing heroin. According to 

the Tippecanoe County Prosecutor's office 29 year old Shantaya Kirk of Lafayette sold heroin to 

an undercover officer twice last summer. Kirk's charges include dealing and possession of a 

narcotic drug. Kirk and Steven Allen were sitting in a vehicle near the 1200 block of South 5th 

Street on February 12, when they were each shot multiple times. A 2-year- old in the car was 

also hurt by shattering glass. 



Police have arrested 31 year old Hirman Jackson of East Chicago for the shooting. He faces 15 

charges, including 5 counts of attempted murder. 

 

 

3-23-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 39) 

A man who left the scene of an attempted robbery at a gas station and assaulted a police officer 

is behind bars. Lafayette police say they were called to the Marathon gas station at ninth and 

Ferry streets last night around 9:15. The cashier told police 20 year old Devin Haney left the 

scene after he tried to rob the gas station. The police lieutenant located Haney walking on Ferry 

Street where he attempted to restrain him.  Haney pushed the officer and attempted to flee.  The 

officer used a stun gun to subdue Haney and took him into custody. Haney faces preliminary 

charges including battery resulting in bodily injury on law enforcement. 

 

3-24-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:17) 

A Lafayette man is charged with battery after allegedly punching a woman in the face more than 

a dozen times on Sunday. Police say it was the result of a domestic violence dispute.  

News 18's Kayla Sullivan has a look at how Tippecanoe County is becoming more proactive 

about domestic violence in our community.  

 

3-24-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Lafayette police are investigating an armed robbery at the "Check Into Cash" on Teal Road this 

morning.  Officers say a man came into the business around 10:30 demanding money while 

displaying a firearm.  According to police, the man fled the scene with undisclosed amount of 

money. No injuries were reported.  Police say the subject is about six feet tall and was wearing a 

red hooded sweatshirt at the time of the crime.  

 

3-24-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40) 

Frankfort officials are pushing back the timeline to buy body cameras for police officers. Chief 

Troy Bacon told the city's Board of Works today that the cameras previously approved by the 

board have been discontinued.  The company sent a newer model to Frankfort police but the 

department felt the video quality wasn't as good as other brands. Officials said the discontinued 

model provided good quality video in a camera that wasn't too large. The chief says he's 

reviewing other models to make sure they make the right decision. As News 18 reported in 

December the city council approved 25 thousand dollars of funding to buy 31 body cams one for 

each officer. 

 

3-25-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40) 

The Owen County Coroner says one-year old Shaylyn Ammerman died of asphyxiation. Her 

death has been ruled a homicide. Police have also confirmed 22-year old Kyle Parker was one of 

the people in the house the night Shaylyn disappeared. He was taken into custody on charges 

including unlawful disposition of a dead body and obstruction of justice but he has not been 

charged with Shaylyn's murder. 

 

3-27-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:05) 

A man has been charged with murder after shooting a woman in Frankfort last night. As we first 

reported last night,  police say a woman was killed after being shot inside a Frankfort home 



Frankfort police say 56-year-old Keith Smith faces a preliminary charge on one count of murder. 

Around 7 p.m. Saturday. Police were called to the 700 block of West Green Street. Frankfort 

Police Chief Troy Bacon says before officers could enter the home. Smith was held up inside. 

Officers were able to speak with Smith. He eventually exited the home and was arrested.  Once 

inside the home,officers found the woman's body. 

 

3-28-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 43) 

There are new developments today in the case of an Owen County toddler found dead last week 

a few miles from her home. The man being held in connection with Shaylyn Ammerman's death 

has now been charged with rape and murder. According to court documents, Kyle Parker's other 

charges include kidnapping, child molesting, aggravated battery, strangulation, obstruction of 

justice and failure to report a dead body. Parker is scheduled to appear in court via video today. 

 

3-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

The Lafayette Police Department is taking to social media to get community feedback. Last 

week the department posted a poll on Twitter asking the public where extra patrols should be set 

up. The department listed four different intersections around Lafayette for people to choose 

from. After pulling away with 46 percent of the vote the area around South Street and Creasy 

Lane had increased patrolling.  Lieutenant Brian Gossard says LPD will continue using social 

media to engage with the public. 

 

3-28-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Attica police say they made the largest crystal meth bust in Fountain County history earlier this 

month.  They seized more than 34 grams of meth at a house on the 9- hundred block of South 

Perry Street on March 15th. 24- year- old Kaycee Cox was arrested on preliminary charges of 

dealing meth and marijuana possession. According to Attica Police Chief Robert Cole the 34 

grams is the largest amount of crystal meth that Fountain County authorities have ever seized. 

 

3-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20) 

A bank in Kokomo was robbed while the funeral for Deputy Koontz was ongoing. State Police 

say it happened around 1:50 this afternoon at Key Bank on East Hoffer Street. 

Investigators have released few details about the robbery but they are looking for the person in 

this surveillance photo. Anyone with information is asked to call state police or the Kokomo 

Police Department. 

 

3-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

Frankfort has seen an uptick in graffiti on city buildings and some of its gang related. The Chief 

of police says there's already been 15 more cases this year. Frankfort Police Chief Troy Bacon 

says there could be several reasons for the increase. He says someone could have just moved 

back to town or someone was just recently released from jail getting their revenge.  Then again it 

could be a kid just wanting to draw on buildings.  But Bacon says it's important that the 

community takes its property back. 

 

3-30-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:15) 

Lafayette Police are investigating a bank robbery this afternoon on the south side of Lafayette. It 

happened at the Chase Bank on Teal Road. The chase bank behind me is now closed after a 



robbery that happened just before 3. It happened in the 1400 block of teal road right across the 

street from the fairgrounds.  We spoke with Businesses nearby and one person says this isn't the 

first time this bank has been robbed.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



DIVERSITY 
 

Viewers hear very shocking statistics on domestic violence and the YWCA explains to News 18 

what they do to prevent domestic violence from happening.  A local campaign hits the one 

billion dollar mark in its fundraising efforts.  The Loving Heart Animal Shelter in Tippecanoe 

County and a shelter in Bloomington are facing off to see who can raise the most money for their 

organization.  An event on Purdue's campus gave the public a chance to “Meet a Muslim,” an 

event aimed at ending negative perceptions of Islam.  The YWCA hosts an event, "A Night Full 

of Stars," a prom for adults and teens with special needs who never attended a prom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1-4-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

The 2015 Greater Lafayette Hunger Hike was the best ever. Lafayette Urban Ministry announced 

today that the 2015 Hunger Hike surpassed their goal by raising just over 100 thousand dollars 

.Five thousand more than their previous record. Proceeds from the Hunger Hike support 

Lafayette Urban Ministry. Food Finders Food Bank and the ministry of St. Thomas Aquinas in 

Haiti. Nearly one thousand people participated in the walk and about 1500 participated in the 5-

K the following day in September. 

 

1-5-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

It's that civil rights debate that has many Indiana lawmakers butting heads. But Indiana 

Competes, a coalition of more than 350 businesses who support stronger LGBT rights, was 

hoping to bring more clarity to its argument today. News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports the group 

sent out a letter to every legislator today including a survey and a list of businesses supporting 

them. 

 

1-7-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A committee designed to help ensure cooperation and collaboration between the Purdue Police 

Department and the campus community will begin meeting this month. As News 18 reported in 

November, Purdue students and staff met with President Mitch Daniels demanding the formation 

of a committee. Police Chief John Cox and Venetria Patton, a Purdue professor and member of 

the University's Diversity Leadership Team are the Co-Chairs of the committee. Cox hopes this 

will be a tool for the community and police department to better understand each other in the 

future. 

 

1-18-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :25) 

Today is Martin Luther King, Junior Day. And at Purdue, it's also a day of service. Participating 

students, staff and faculty will volunteer with community service agencies throughout 

Tippecanoe County.  Last year, volunteers were sent to Lafayette Transitional Housing, Food 

Finders Food Bank and the Lafayette Crisis Center. We'll have more on Purdue's Day Service in 

honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. later on News 18 at Noon. 

 

1-18-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The bell tower on the campus of the Gold and Black is living up to that name this week. The 

Purdue bell tower is lit up in gold all week long thanks to the Ever True campaign hitting the one 

billion dollar mark in donations from friends and alumni. The overall goal is two billion, 19 

million by the year 2019.  Helping them reach the milestone by December 31st is 135,000 donors 

from 69 countries. 

 

1-22-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :31) 

The Monticello Fire Department is embracing the cold as they launch their Polar Plunge 

campaign.  They're competing in West Lafayette's Polar Plunge next month, and the fire 

department is already collecting donations for their team. The team, known as Team Wes, is 

actually in first place right now, thanks in large part to a $3,000 donation they received earlier 

this week. The team's namesake, Wes Hartwell, is a special Olympian from Monticello. 

Monticello's fire chief says he hopes other fire departments will be inspired to take the Polar 

Plunge. 



 

1-27-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :40) 

Happening today in the State House, the Senate Rules Committee is set to hear testimony against 

two bills that would offer protection to Indiana's LGBT community. The legislation would ban 

discrimination based on sexual orientation in areas like real estate sales, housing, and 

employment. But a group called "Alliance Defending Freedom" claims the bills would 

"empower the government to force people to promote messages and participate in events that 

conflict with their beliefs."  

 

1-28-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :32) 

Franciscan St. Elizabeth Health and Ivy Tech announced their partnership with the Lafayette 

YMCA as they unveiled plans for a new YMCA building. The Franciscan YMCA will be built 

adjacent to the Ivy Tech Lafayette Campus and offer more services than the existing YMCA. 

The new 100,000 square foot facility will be more than double the size of the current YMCA on 

18th Street. YMCA officials say this partnership with St. Elizabeth Health and Ivy Tech is one of 

the first of its kind. 

 

1-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :27) 

Members of the Lafayette YWCA are tickled pink today after being presented a large check to 

help the Women's Cancer Program. More than 56 thousand dollars was raised at the "Ultimate 

Pink Party" in October. Unity Healthcare and Franciscan Saint Elizabeth Health put on the party 

to help women receive free screenings for breast and cervical cancer. Pink Party Chairperson 

Jamie Gordon says this money helps women in 22 Indiana counties. 
 

2-1-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 

American Red Cross officials say it urgently needs blood donors to get through the winter 

months. Blood donors of all types are needed, especially those with O, AB, B-negative and A-

negative. Donations are urgently needed now and throughout the winter to maintain a sufficient 

blood supply for patients in need.  The Red Cross must collect approximately 14-thousand blood 

and platelet donations every day for the patients at about 26-hundred hospitals and transfusion 

centers nationwide. 

 

2-2-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

The numbers are hard to hear: Every nine seconds in this country, a woman is assaulted or 

beaten.  More than a million are victims of some sort of domestic violence each year. But there 

are resources to help and prevent it from happening at all. One of those places is the YWCA. 

And joining me to talk more about that and how you can help is Jasmine Moisides and Iris 

Goldfelder with the Greater Lafayette chapter. 

 

2-4-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

The big men's basketball game between Purdue and IU may be a few weeks away, but two 

animal shelters have already started the competition. The Loving Heart Animal Shelter in 

Tippecanoe County and a shelter in Bloomington are facing off to see who can raise the most 

money for their organization.  The winning shelter gets to throw a pie in the director's face, of 

the opposite organization. For loving Heart, 100 percent of the donations will be going toward 

their emergency medical program fund.  Which Helped save the life of the mascot of the 



program, Onyx. Onyx is a three legged dog and represents the emergency medical fund. Shelter 

director Kati Davis says she's hoping to win, but also hopes to get a pie in the face. 

 

2-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :39) 

Harrington says right now prosecutors are trying to factor in hate crimes under certain aggravator 

categories but sometimes they aren't able to because they don't meet the same criteria. If this law 

passes he won't have to worry about matching the categories anymore. It is up to the judge to 

consider aggravators when determining a person's sentence. 

 

2-10-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

An event on Purdue's campus gave away free coffee and donuts. But it also gave the chance to 

Meet a Muslim. News 18's Samantha Thieke reports how the event aims to end negative 

perceptions of Islam.  If you missed today's event, the MSA is holding a presentation followed 

by a Q and A session called Islam 101. That event takes place at Purdue tomorrow from six to 

seven p.m. in Rawls Hall. 

 

2-10-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

In these bitterly cold temperatures, it's good to hear the Cover Lafayette project is doing even 

better than last year. The organization already has more than 6 thousand blankets donated. That's 

about 50 percent more than last year's total of 4 thousand. Donations have been coming in from 

across the community and even out of state. Cover Lafayette added a new drop off box in front 

of the Tick Tock Tavern on North 9th Street this year. That's along with last year's location in 

front of First Class Clutter on Main Street. 

 

2-17-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33) 

A Lafayette church is looking for volunteers to bring hope to those less fortunate. First Assembly 

Church wants to bring together the community for its Poverty Free Day in October. They're 

partnering with “Convoy of Hope."  A group that typically helps feed victims of natural 

disasters. That group travels across the country to provide food, clothing and health screenings to 

those in need.   They also help people find jobs with resume writing workshops and free haircuts. 

 Volunteer Sherry Gwin says this event can empower people to help themselves. 

 

2-19-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00) 

More than two thousand people have flocked to Purdue for the weekend. The University is 

hosting this year's "Midwest Bisexual, Lesbian, Gay, Transgender Ally College Conference." 

The MBLGTACC is quite a mouthful. It's also the largest student led Midwestern diversity and 

LGBT college conference.   

 

2-20-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Prom is a rite of passage for most teens across the country.  And tonight Teens and Adults with 

special needs got a chance to shine bright. The YWCA hosted the event "A Night Full of Stars" a 

prom for adults and teens with special needs who never attended a prom. The event was filled 

with dancing, Karaoke, food, and fun. The participant's families were encouraged to attend and a 

room was set up for them to accommodate parents. It was a once in a lifetime event for many. 

 

 



2-20-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

The mother of a hate crime victim's told her son's s story at Purdue tonight. The 2016 Midwest 

Bisexual, Lesbian, Gay, Transgender, Ally College Conference was held at Purdue's Elliott Hall 

of Music today.  The topic was Introspection at the Crossroads and featured a lecture titled “The 

Legacy of Matthew Shephard" by Judy Shephard. Judy Shephard is an anti-hate crimes activist 

whose son Matthew was killed in 1998 because he was gay. Matthew's story was reported 

nationally and drew attention to hate crimes against the LGBT community.  Judy along with her 

husband Dennis founded the Matthew Shephard Foundation to carry on Matthew Shephard's 

Legacy and to help others in the LGBT community.  

  

2-23-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 4:40) 

It's the fastest growing religion in the world. According to the Pew Research Center by 2050. 30 

percent of the world's population will be followers of Islam. But the rapid increase brings 

misconceptions about the religion. Recent tragedies like the terrorist attacks by Radical Islamists 

in Paris and the mass shooting in San Bernadino, California have only added to the fears 

surrounding the people who practice Islam.  News 18's Samantha Thieke spoke with Muslims in 

Tippecanoe County and dispels a major misconception about the faith. 

 

2-24-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:35) 

Islam is a hot topic of discussion in America. In part one of the Muslim Perception, News 18 

took a look at the faith and its followers locally and revealed how they consider it to be a 

peaceful religion despite how it's portrayed. Tonight we dig deeper into the faith to examine the 

rights of Muslim women. News 18's Samantha Thieke has more on what the women of Islam say 

about their faith. 

 

2-27-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

The Lafayette YWCA is gearing up for its 2016 Salute to Women Banquet. Tonight News 18 

takes a look at one of the honorees and how she says her involvement in the community began 

with a program at the YWCA.  The 42nd annual Salute to Women Banquet will be held Tuesday 

at the Four Points by Sheraton in West Lafayette. Tune in tomorrow at six, when News 18 

profiles another one of the YWCA's Salute to Women Honorees. 
 

2-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

YWCA is saluting several women in Greater Lafayette for their commitment and service to the 

community on Tuesday night. Mary Jo Sparrow is this year's Mary Keller Ade Woman of 

Wisdom recipient. News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports much of Sparrow's success has come from 

simply doing what she loves. 

 

2-26-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:30) 

We continue tonight profiling women in the Greater Lafayette community selected as Y WCA's 

Salute to Women honorees.  I was able to speak with one woman who is making great strides for 

Purdue's College of Liberal Arts. Dr. Venetria Patton will be recognized with seven other women 

at the banquet Tuesday 

 

 

 



3-1-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Happening tonight, eight local women will be honored at the YWCA Salute to Women banquet. 

For the past week, News 18 has run profiles of the eight honorees. This year, they include 

Tippecanoe County epidemiologist Pauline Shen. Purdue's head of Interdisciplinary Studies in 

the College of Liberal Arts Dr. Venetria Patton and Indiana Veterans' Home Superintendent 

Linda Sharp. There will be a ceremony tonight at the Four Points by Sheraton in West Lafayette. 

 

3-5-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40) 

March is Red Cross Month.  And the American Red Cross invites people to be a hero by giving 

blood. Since 1943 every US president has recognized this month as a time to celebrate supporters 

of Red Cross in their communities. The Red Cross accepts blood donations of all blood types.  

 

3-6-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20) 

It's estimated more than two thousand same-sex couples get married each year in Indiana. The 

Almost Home Humane Society held its 21st annual bowl-a-thon--which raises money for the 

Injured Animal Fund.   Funds go directly to paying for medical treatment of injured animals 

before they get adopted. Executive Director Stacy Rogers hopes to raise at least 20-thousand 

dollars for the fund.  Rogers says this event is one where you know donations are going to a good 

cause. 

 

3-6-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35) 

A local family raised enough funds to buy their nephew an Autism Service Dog. All thanks to a 

shoe drive called Loafers for Logen. News 18 met with creator of the drive, West Lafayette 

resident Karan Hustedt-Warren, a few weeks ago. And she tells us they collected more than 

13,000 pairs of shoes.  

 

3-7-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Purdue Crew held its seventh Row-a-thon for Lafayette Urban Ministries.  They handed LUM a 

check today from the event, for LUM's Good Samaritan fund. The Good Samaritan fund helps 

people in the community with every day expenses that would otherwise go unpaid in some 

extreme cases people can lose their children homes or jobs if these expenses go unpaid.  

Although LUM receives donations from all across the community the money they receive from 

Purdue Crew makes a very large impact. 

 

3-7-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 26) 

Food Finders Food Bank announced a new partnership for its fourth annual Blue Jean Ball later 

this year. This year's Blue Jean Ball will be sponsored by Valeo Financial Advisors. The event is 

the largest fundraiser of the year for Food Finders Food Bank. Food Finders also showed off its 

new warehouse on North 10th Street in Lafayette. The new warehouse doubles the storage space 

for dry food and quadruples the amount of frozen food that Food Finders will be able to store. 

 

3-17-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 30) 

A local non-profit wants you lace up your bowling shoes to help local children in need. Big 

Brothers Big Sisters of Greater Lafayette kicked off its Bowling for Kids Sake campaign this 

morning. It's a fundraiser that organizers hope will bring in $75,000 this year to continue 

matching local boys and girls with a big brother or sister volunteer. The theme: be a hero. 



Studies show children who are mentored or more likely to succeed academically, consider higher 

education, and less likely to engage in risky behavior. 

 

3-14-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 

The furry four legged members of area law enforcement agencies have new protective vests. It's 

all thanks to a grant program for the Tippecanoe County Metro K- 9 Unit. News 18's Brittany 

Tyner was there at the Mollenkopf Athletic Center as the dogs showed off their new vests. The 

vests were on display as the dogs sniffed out illegal narcotics and took down a "suspect" in a bite 

suit. These new vests will help protect them as they take these skills to the streets 

 

3-19-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Frankfort residents had the opportunity to open up and share their thoughts with police officers 

today.  News 18's Brad Oppenheim reports how the community was able to engage with local 

law enforcement. Bacon says that the community meeting will be held quarterly. The next 

meeting is set to take place in June. 

 

3-25-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:49) 

Time is running out on local organizations offering free tax services. Most people know filing 

your taxes can be an expensive and even intimidating process.   But as News 18s Cameron 

Hardin reports, not everyone is aware of places such as United Way and Lafayette Urban 

Ministry that are doing what they can to help out the community.   

 

3-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28) 

A few players from the Purdue women's basketball team paid it forward this afternoon. They 

stopped by the Oppenheimer House which will serve as the YWCA's new domestic violence 

shelter. While they were there they unloaded furniture off the truck and moved it inside the 

building. The project has been ongoing for the YWCA and they have hopes of opening the 

shelter soon. Sophomore center Briana Horrocks says it's important for the team to lend a 

helping hand. 

 

3-29-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

A dedicated volunteer to Food Finders Food Bank is this year's Crystal Bison award winner. 

Pauline Shen was honored this evening with the award that recognizes and celebrates 

volunteerism. An epidemiologist with the county health department by trade she's volunteered 

for years at Food Finders. She tells us it's an opportunity that has helped build a bridge to her 

passion to help people in Section 8 housing with things like providing tutor’s health fairs and 

produce to residents. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION 

 

The state releases the 2015 I-STEP scores and the results are not a surprise to school 

administrators.  Educators from across Indiana visit Purdue's campus to learn new ways to 

include science, technology, engineering and math in their lesson plans.  The state of Indiana 

sees a slight dip in the graduation rate.  A debate over cursive writing takes place.  More 

employers are caring less about college degrees. That's according to Purdue University President 

Mitch Daniels.  As News 18's Brittany Tyner reports that piece of paper may not mean an 

applicant is ready for the job.  Undergraduate applications at Purdue University are at an all- 

time high. It's the sixth year in a row the university has received a record number of applications 

for the fall semester. 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1-6-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:13) 

After months of anticipation the state department of education releases the 2015 ISTEP scores. 

And the average passing rate was nearly 20 percent lower compared to 2014. That includes 

schools in and around Tippecanoe County. News 18's Samantha Thieke spoke with local school 

administrators about the lower than average scores. She joins us with why they say they aren't 

surprised by the results.  

 

1-10-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

With the results of the 2015 ISTEP being the lowest the state has seen in five years. A local 

school administrator is concerned the scores could discourage students from becoming teachers 

in Indiana. Lafayette School Corporation Superintendent Les Huddle says teachers were not 

given the time to prepare students to learn new standards used in the 2015 exam. And the scores 

were 20 percent lower than in 2014 including schools in and around Tippecanoe County.  ISTEP 

scores are used to evaluate teachers, schools and students on their performance. Huddle worries 

college students will not pursue a career in education due to concerns about how the ISTEP exam 

could impact their career. 

 

1-11-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

 Perhaps 4 hundred thousand dollars of teacher pay remains tied up in Indianapolis thanks to I-

STEP delays. That's just in the Lafayette School Corporation. Superintendent Les Huddle 

informed the board that teacher raises which have to be based on those scores are in a holding 

pattern. LSC has not been given student growth scores. Huddle says the raises are about a 

thousand dollars for each of the district's effective and highly effective teachers. Complicating 

matters further is legislation that could do away with scores as part of the raises. 

 

1-12-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 

Many people are asking what's going on with the I-STEP? News 18's Alexis Moberger joins us 

now and explains how local schools want to develop their own assessment of where students and 

teachers are in the learning process. One superintendent described I-STEP as a test for cookie 

cutter children. Something he doesn't want in his schools. Instead he wants to assess children on 

creativity and teamwork in the classroom.  So how do educators mix creativity and educational 

testing? It's a conversation three superintendents had this morning. 

 

1-14-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Five middle and high school teachers are being awarded the area's top educational honor, 

receiving the Golden Apple award.  

 

1-14-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Educators from across Indiana gathered on Purdue's campus today to learn new ways to include 

science, technology, engineering and math in their lesson plans.  The STEM Education 

Conference instructs K through 12 teachers in ways to integrate these four subjects into English, 

social studies, and art classes.  Conference officials say this approach helps develop 21st century 

job skills. She says employers are looking for people who are problems solvers and STEM 

teaches students to think critically no matter the job field. 

 

 



1-16-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

Indiana's graduation rate for 2015 is slightly lower than the year before. That's according to data 

recently released by the Indiana Department of Education. In 2015, Indiana's waiver graduation 

rate was 88 point 9 percent and the non-waiver rate was 82 point 8 percent. In 2014, the waiver 

graduation rate was 89 point 8 percent with a non-waiver graduation rate of 83 point 4 percent. 

Over the last nine years, Indiana has seen its graduation rate rise over ten percentage points from 

78 point 4 in 2006 and 2007 to 88 point 9 percent today.  

 

1-17-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Teaching the loops and curly Q's of cursive isn't mandatory in most Hoosier schools. But one 

lawmaker is determined to change that. LSC Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education, 

Karen Combs, says she's all for cursive writing but has a concern. She believes it takes time 

away from preparing for ISTEP which only tests reading and math.  And since ISTEP grades 

schools and teachers based off of the scores teaching cursive isn't a top priority.  If the trend 

continues, future generations may squint at documents like the Constitution. That's why Senator 

Jean Leising proposed a bill to make cursive mandatory in schools. 

 

1-21-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

While lawmakers still work to resolve issues from last year's test. Some school districts worry 

2016 may not look much different. Many schools across the state today held a small trial run for 

the I-STEP now administered by Pearson Education Wayne Township Schools in Indianapolis 

reported that many students ran into frozen screens and error messages during the trial, similar to 

those seen with McGraw-Hill. Lafayette School Corporation told News 18, they also ran a 

"stress test" today. They found a few glitches but all turned out to be on the school's end, not 

Pearson's. Administrators say they will have another trial run in early February. 

 

1-21-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :20) 

Standard and Poors has given Purdue its highest level credit rating. The school spokesperson 

says with its triple-a credit rating, it's now one of just five public universities in the country with 

the highest-possible ratings from both Standard and Poors and Moody's. The higher credit rating 

will enable a lower cost of financing on future bond offerings. 

 

1-25-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Purdue University is unveiling a tool that will promote certain behaviors to help students 

succeed. Data was collected on past performance from nearly 24- thousand students over the last 

4 years. Models were created and look at the attributes and behaviors tied to success. Some of 

the behaviors include registering for classes on time and taking classes with a friend. The 

students will be able to view these through an app. Academic Director for Teaching and 

Learning Technology, Steve Beaudoin, presented the concept to the University Senate today. 

 

1-25-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:35) 

Purdue University will soon unveil a tool that will promote certain behaviors to help students 

succeed.  It will come in the form of an easily accessible app. News 18's Brittany Tyner reports 

administrators hope this knowledge is power. 

 

 



1-26-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:21) 

The Indiana Department of Education has just released letter grades for the state's 2,000 public 

and private schools. Board members approved those grades just a short time ago. What's 

different this year: those schools can get higher grades than last year, but not lower ratings. 

That's because of a change in state law last week in response to all the issues over the I-STEP.  

 

1-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

The ISTEP exam could be coming to an end. That's if a bill in the statehouse becomes law. The 

bill is called ISTEP matters. But its goal to do away with the exam that's caused so many 

problems for education in Indiana. The proposal would end ISTEP as of July 1, 2017.  That's 

when the contract is up with the test's current administrator Pearson. The state would also 

establish a "Committee on Success". The 24 members would create a new system for assessing K 

through 12 performance in the state. Lafayette School Corporation Superintendent Les Huddle 

supports the bill. He says he would like to see several short assessments throughout the year 

rather than a one-time test. 
 

2-1-26 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

More employers are caring less about college degrees. That's according to Purdue University 

President Mitch Daniels.  As News 18's Brittany Tyner reports that piece of paper may not mean 

an applicant is ready for the job. 

 

2-2-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Two major bills passed House committees at the statehouse today. The House Education 

committee approved a measure to allow school districts to negotiate higher pay with individual 

teachers. If approved without changes by the full House the bill would go to the governor's desk. 

Another bill passed by the Judiciary Committee would increase the pay-out limit on medical 

malpractice lawsuits 

 

2-6-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :55) 

Purdue University is listed in the Princeton Review's 200 best value colleges for 2016. That's 

according to information released Tuesday. The Princeton Review developed a "Return-on-

Education" rating to compile its list.  

 

2-6-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:10) 

The Indiana Department of Education the results of this year's Statewide Readiness Exam. The 

tests were conducted in preparation for the 2016 ISTEP test.  The reports cover Statewide 

Readiness Tests that took place in January. The test is used to determine readiness both by the 

vendor that is administering the assessment as well as local computer and network readiness in 

schools throughout the state. If issues are discovered it provides an opportunity to fix problems 

now instead of during the actual ISTEP testing period.   As a result of the readiness tests 

problems have been diagnosed and fixes are being put in place at both the vendor and local level. 

State officials believe it will increase the likelihood of a smooth ISTEP test in 2016.   

 

 

 



2-8-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

An LSC elementary school is moving to a balanced school calendar starting this fall. The school 

board approved the request for Oakland Elementary School this evening. Oakland leaders say 

parents and teachers have been on board with the proposal. Administrators say they hope it 

brings some extra academic success. A balanced calendar is different than year-round school. 

There is a 10 day vacation after every 9 week period. Summer vacation will last the entire 

months of June and July. Superintendent Les Huddle says it's possible that if it's successful other 

schools could choose to join but there's no plan for that for now. 

 

2-15-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Purdue faculty members are reviewing the university's free speech policy. As you may 

remember, the Board of Trustees endorsed a Commitment to Freedom of Expression last spring. 

It states it is not the role of the university to shield individuals from ideas and opinions they find 

unwelcome, disagreeable or even deeply offensive. The University Senate committee who 

reviewed the policy stated they're concerned because free speech already has a negative effect on 

marginalized populations. They made some recommendations, including a mandatory freshman 

course on free speech. Chairman Kirk Alter says the review was in the works long before the 

Jamie Newman incident.  

 

2-16-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Undergraduate applications at Purdue University are at an all- time high. It's the sixth year in a 

row the university has received a record number of applications for the fall semester. More than 

47 thousand first- year students have submitted applications. That’s a 7.2 percent increase over 

last year which was also a record. The university saw a 6.2 increase of in- state applications. 

Director of Admissions Mitch Warren not only credits the tuition freeze and the STEM fields but 

the use of the Common Application. 

 

2-16-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :37) 

Indiana State Police will start making more stops at local schools and youth organizations, all in 

an effort to prevent children from falling victims to sex crimes. It’s part of a new, free program 

called Indiana Internet Crimes Against Children  

 

2-17-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Tippecanoe County's education leaders had their first public conversation about creating a local 

replacement to the I-STEP test.  It was the featured topic for the annual joint school board 

meeting between the county's three public school boards. School leaders believe there's a 

window of opportunity.  That's because the federal government has replaced the 'No Child Left 

behind Act' with the 'Every Student Succeeds Act' which gives states more authority. 

Superintendents say they value tests that provide meaningful and timely data for teachers 

something I-STEP doesn't do now. Several teachers in the audience were enthusiastic about the 

idea. 

 

2-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Hundreds of students worked in teams to complete a simple task at Purdue today. But getting 

there took a few more steps than you might think. This year's regional Rube Goldberg 

competition asked competitors to open an umbrella.  But as simple it may seem participants have 



to think outside of the box.  The students ranging from high school to college are encouraged to 

use teamwork and problem solving skills to complete the task. The competition has a long 

history, but this is Purdue's Engineering Student Council's second year of hosting the event. 

Event Coordinator Jana Mudrock says the creative thought process student’s use is the best part 

of the event. 

 

2-21-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Filling out financial aid forms for college can be a long and confusing process. But an event in 

Logansport today helped take away some of the stress. Logansport’s Ivy Tech Community 

College held College Goal Sunday today.  The free program assists Indiana students with filing 

the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Financial aid advisor Lucila Sommers says her 

staff assisted more than 60 families with filling out the FAFSA. And says the event gives 

everyone participating the tools needed to complete the process. 

 

2-21-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Robots took over the West Lafayette Junior-Senior High School gym today. The school hosted 

the FIRST Robotics Competition Showcase. High schoolers from Harrison, McCutcheon, 

Lafayette Jeff, and West Lafayette High Schools gathered to practice for the upcoming district 

competition with the robots they built. The robots were built in six weeks in order to complete in 

this year's medieval themed game against each other.  

 

2-29-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 32) 

Also, happening today a committee of state lawmakers is set to take up a controversial proposal 

that would let school districts negotiate higher pay with individual teachers. Supporters say it 

would help districts recruit teachers in high-demand subjects like science, math and special 

education. Critics argue allowing higher pay for some teachers outside district-wide contracts 

would cause division among educators. And some administrators say individual negotiations 

would overwhelm their office staff.The House Education committee is expected to debate the bill 

today. 

3-1-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40) 

A Lafayette parent has strong opinions when it comes to the ISTEP. She is pushing to opt her 

son out of taking it. Although there is no state law that says students can't opt out. The State 

Department of Education says there are consequences like not being able to graduate. 

Department of Education spokeswoman Samantha Hart says state law requires 95 percent 

participation. So if students opt out, it could impact the school's funding and accountability.   

 

3-2-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 5:20) 

From foods like chicken nuggets and Stovetop Stuffing to drugs that fight HIV and MS to 

achievements like the Golden Gate Bridge and the Hoover Dam it's clear that Purdue 

Boilermakers have changed the modern world. Last night in Part 1 of a special News 18 series 

we've called Purdue's Greatest Hits, we explored how Boilers are responsible for the way people 

drive a car, land airplanes and search the internet. It's likely that if you've taken a prescription 

drug today are watching me from inside a warm, insulated home or used a cellphone a Purdue 

Boilermaker helped make it happen. And that's just the beginning. 

 



3-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:30) 

It's a special night to recognize the best of the best in the education field. Five of the area's top 

educators will be given the prestigious Golden Apple Award. WLFI is a proud sponsor of this 

annual event which celebrates 29 years this year. Golden apples were first awarded in 1988. A 

brief history of the Golden Apples. In 1986, Dave Howarth the President of the Lafayette 

National Bank and a chamber board member at the time had been to Chicago and saw a golden 

apple program on tv and came back to the board and said that the Education Committee should 

look into doing a similar program. With research and dedication they developed the Golden 

Apple Program that was first awarded in 1988. WLFI has been a proud supporter of the program 

for the past two decades as well. They are Lisa Fallis, a band teacher at East Tipp Middle School, 

Gloria Grigsby, a Spanish teacher at McCutcheon High School, James Hopkins, a band teacher 

at Battle Ground Middle School Rahul Menon, a math teacher at McCutcheon and Alyssa 

Montgomery, a special education teacher at Lafayette Jeff. 

 

3-9-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Another school board is giving its blessing to find a local replacement to the I-STEP test. The 

Tippecanoe School Corporation voted this evening to continue the conversation. As News 18 has 

already reported, talks began publicly last month at a joint meeting between the county's 3 public 

school boards.  TSC Board President Linda Day says she's hopeful that the newly passed 'Every 

Student Succeeds Act' will have more realistic expectations of schools and children over the 'No 

Child Left Behind Act.' 

 

3-11-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33) 

The Tippecanoe School Corporation is planning to put more technology in the hands of students. 

The district rolled out the program at the start of the 2011-2012 school year at both high schools. 

At that time each student was given a personal Google Chromebook. These computers provide 

access to digital resources and better opportunities for learning. The program was expanded at 

the beginning of this school year and is now being used at two of the six middle schools. School 

officials plan to start the program at more schools for the 2016-2017 school year. 

 

3-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35) 

Congressman Todd Rokita speaks on one of his major efforts as of late. A new education law 

called the Every Student Succeeds Act which guts No Child Left Behind. The act was signed 

into law in December.   Rokita says it repeals No Child Left Behind. And gives states back the 

power when it comes to education.  Rokita says the law allows schools to decide what 'success' 

can look like rather than the federal government's definition.  49 federal programs were cut and 

the money will now be distributed to states and schools and they can decide how and what they 

want to spend money on. 

 

3-14-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Representatives from area schools and law enforcement agencies came to Lafayette today to see 

a live demonstration on a type of glass meant to keep buildings safe from attackers. A product 

called "School Guard Glass" is laminated security glass that is resistant to blunt force from 

objects like baseball bats and bricks. School officials watched members of the LPD SWAT team 

try to break through the glass as fast as possible. Officials say the focus of the demonstration is 

education. 



 

3-15-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25) 

All three school boards have pledged their support to create a local replacement to the I-STEP 

test. Lafayette Schools was the final board to do so tonight at their regular meeting. As News 18 

has already reported it's something that both TSC and West Lafayette boards have already done. 

Superintendent Les Huddle says the next step is to set a meeting to bring key leaders together to 

outline the process going forward. 

 

3-21-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 39) 

The state of Indiana is teaming with area companies to train workers in advanced manufacturing. 

The Indiana Department of Workforce Development is awarding more than two-million dollars 

through its SKILL-UP program. The money will be used to teach four hundred workers in 

Tippecanoe and surrounding counties the technical skills needed in modern facilities.  

 

3-24-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

A Lafayette man was arrested for allegedly punching his fiancee in the face more than a dozen 

times on Sunday. The Tippecanoe County Prosecutor's Office sees about 50 domestic violence 

cases per month but police say most go unreported.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan looked into how 

the county is helping with the domestic violence problem.  

 

3-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35) 

A new public art piece on the Purdue University campus gives people a chance to witness the 

creative process from start to finish. What is known as a "fire sculpture" is being built next to 

Pao Hall next to Marsteller Street. Danish artist Nina Hole designed the soon-to-be ten-feet-tall 

ceramic structure before her death in February. Nina Hole understudy Craig Hartenberger is now 

piecing it together brick by brick and encourages the public to visit during the process. 

Hartenberger says it's important for people appreciate art more when they see it come together. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRANSPORTATION and INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

News 18 examines the possibility of toll roads in central Indiana to help pay for the state’s 

infrastructure.  A $40,000 grant will allow the city of Frankfort to put together a plan to make 

significant improvements downtown. In the first quarter, News 18 looks at possible changes to a 

bus route and what riders think.  Construction on the new Monticello fire station begins.  A 

developer is officially selected for the West Lafayette State Street Project.  In a very unique 

story, a Lafayette church in need of a bigger place to worship finds the perfect location. Right 

next to a gentlemen's club. News 18's Samantha Thieke spoke with the church's pastor and the 

club's owner.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1-4-16 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

It was a landmark meeting tonight for the West Lafayette City Council.  Thanks to the larger 

population after a recent annexation for the first time it is a nine member body.  Mayor John 

Dennis now sits in the audience.  Councilman Peter Bunder was elected Council President and 

will run the meetings.  It was also the first meeting for several newly-elected members including 

Aseem Jha, Larry Leverenz and Norris Wang.  The Council also passed the second reading of an 

ordinance to sell bonds for the State Street Project.  Although the city's expected contribution to 

the project is 60 million, the bonding capacity for the first series of bonds extends up to 73 

million. 

 

1-5-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :32) 

New at noon, we're getting a first look at IU Health's newest addition to the Arnett Hospital 

campus and what will be inside. Administrators say "teamwork" is the theme of the medical 

office building. It’s been in the works for the past couple of years and the second floor is getting 

ready to open. The medical office is now just one hallway away from the hospital. Chief Medical 

Director Donald Clayton says this allows patients to have improved access to physicians. The 

building's design is meant to encourage a shared space between each health care department. 

 

1-5-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Potholes are a common problem for drivers. But the Indiana Department of Transportation says 

so far this winter is seeing less of them. News 18's Samantha Thieke is live with why INDOT is 

asking drivers to be on the lookout for potholes. INDOT spokeswoman Debbie Calder says the 

mild winter has helped keep potholes from forming. But she says winter weather could change 

that quickly. Now INDOT is asking for drivers help so they can fix the potholes before they 

become an even bigger problem for drivers.  

 

1-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

The City of Frankfort is ready to change the face of its downtown. And Mayor Chris McBarnes 

is determined to start right away. Frankfort was just awarded a 40 thousand dollar federal grant 

to start planning their city's revitalization project. Mayor McBarnes says Frankfort needs to 

attract young professionals to live and work in the Frankfort area instead of commuting from 

other counties.  He says planning the project starts with hearing from the people about what 

would make downtown a destination. His wish list includes more greenspace, bike trails and an 

outdoor performance venue. 

 

1-12-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 

City leaders have given the green light for a new traffic signal on Lafayette’s south side. The 

Board of Works approved it this morning for the intersection of Veterans Memorial Parkway and 

Fastlane Drive.  That's the first intersection north of state road 38. It's in advance of Subaru's 

expansion and will help get trucks in and out of the plant. A city spokesperson says it should 

help smooth traffic in the area. 

 

1-13-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

The YWCA kicked off its 2016 Spring Network Luncheon series today. And the state of the 

cities was the topic up for discussion.  Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski and West Lafayette 

Mayor John Dennis talked about the importance of keeping talent in the workforce and 



improving the quality of life in Greater Lafayette.  Both mayors spoke about the importance of 

the State Street and the Wabash River Enhancement projects and how those improvements will 

enhance the area. Roswarski says as projects move forward, he will continue to work with 

Dennis to bring the two cities together. Dennis says the goal is to draw more people to the area, 

and says the work is paying off. 

 

1-19-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Lafayette has a new conference center. The five million dollar expansion at the Courtyard by 

Marriott conference center is now open.  The new space is large enough to host up to 300 to 500 

people depending on the event.  A chef will be on site to offer fully catered functions such as 

weddings or other large gatherings. Courtyard officials say with the area continuing to grow the 

community needs more options for venue space. 

 

1-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :20) 

The White County Board of Commissioners approved rezoning for a confined hog feeding 

operation yesterday. The application from JBW Pork will allow them to use 34 acres in the 99 

hundred block North 200 West to house nearly 5,000 pigs. The vote from the three 

Commissioners was unanimous, after a generally positive recommendation from the Area 

Planning Commission. 

 

1-21-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :36) 

Controversy over the State Street project and concerns about transparency. Mayor John Dennis 

says the West Lafayette Redevelopment Commission has issued a statement, withdrawing further 

support until the process becomes more transparent.  He says some commission members don't 

think the process has been open enough. But Dennis maintains, when it comes to bidding the 

project, they’ve had to follow the law, which requires them to protect the bidder's confidentiality. 

We've reached out to several commissioners to hear from them about this. There's a meeting later 

this afternoon. 

 

1-27-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:00)  

West Lafayette Parks and Recreation staff is making a 5 year master plan to update its facilities. 

The Parks Superintendent tells us they've received 45 surveys so far with a goal of completing 5 

thousand.  Surveys will be available both online and as a hard copy. 

 

1-27-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Lafayette city officials are considering a 140 million dollar tax abatement for Subaru of Indiana 

Automotive's new investment.  The request comes from the big expansion announcement in 

September increasing production at the plant by nearly 100 thousand vehicles. It also brings 12 

hundred jobs to SIA.  If approved at Monday's council meeting the abatement will allow Subaru 

to phase in their personal property taxes over a 10 year period. 

  

1-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:09) 

One of the biggest questions lawmakers have been trying to answer this session is how to find a 

long term fix to the state's road funding problem. State Representative Ed Soliday thinks the state 

should look into putting toll lanes on interstates.  Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski, West 



Lafayette Mayor John Dennis and Frankfort Mayor Chris McBarnes all agree that looking into 

toll roads is a good idea.   

 

2-2-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 

City officials say they're also planning to replace most of Lafayette's 30 thousand water meters.  

Those meters have been in place for the last 10-15 years and as meters age, the city says they can 

lose accuracy. The Board of Works also learned more this morning about the plan to replace 350 

miles of water mains and build a new water tower on the Southside. 

2-2-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 

Improvements could be coming to a busy stretch of road on Lafayette's south side. The city is 

looking into rebuilding Twyckenham Boulevard from Poland Hill to South 9th St. City Engineer 

Jennifer Leshney says it's a four lane road that she described to be in terrible shape.  The project 

would be the city's first contract with INDOT.   They talked about it this morning. 

 

2-2-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Upstate, the Indiana Toll Road made a major announcement today. Officials from the company 

which owns the road revealed plans for the biggest project in its history. Completely repaving 70 

miles of road. Governor Mike Pence was on hand for the announcement. He says the project is 

expected to last 2 years and should mean about 300 jobs. The Indiana Toll Road Concessions 

Company also says toll rates shouldn't be affected by the change.Instead, they're paying for it all 

out of their revenues. 

 

2-9-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Purdue Athletic Director Morgan Burke is showing local business leaders what's planned for the 

football performance complex on the north end of the Mollenkopf practice facility. It's a 65 

million dollar renovation project at Purdue's football complex. So far, Purdue has raised about 13 

million dollars and Burke is calling out to the public for help to reach the 65-million dollar goal. 

The facility includes a weight-training area and instructional classrooms. Burke says the addition 

is essential to building a winning program. 

 

2-9-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

More parking, more businesses and more things to do. Those are all items on the "wish list" to 

revitalize downtown Frankfort. A 40 thousand dollar grant will allow the city to put together a 

plan to make significant improvements downtown. It comes from the Office of Community and 

Rural Affairs.  The funds will be used to pay an engineering and economic development team. A 

steering committee of industry leaders, community leaders and even parents met with that team 

tonight. They talked about things they would like to see in downtown like activities for teenagers 

and apartments. Mayor Chris McBarnes says just the planning process will take about 9 months. 

 

2-15-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :35) 

Changes could be coming to your CityBus route and you have a chance to share your thoughts. 

The proposed new route would serve McCarty Lane and Cascada Business Park on Park East 

Boulevard.  In an effort to improve 'route on-time performance' and eliminate duplicate service, 

minor changes to routes 4A and 7 are also being considered. You have a chance to share your 

thoughts. A public hearing is scheduled for 10:30 AM and 5:30 PM Thursday at the Tippecanoe 



Public Library located at 627 South Street.  If you're not able to attend, you also have a chance to 

take an online survey or give your feedback at the CityBus Center. 

 

2-18-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Warren County and state officials announced today that a new industrial park is going up near 

Pine Village.  The 30 acre Bowman Business Park is scheduled to be built on the Southeast side 

of Pine Village along State Road 26. The Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs 

designated the location as an Indiana Site Certified Prime location. Bowman Business Park is the 

first site in the state to receive the Prime designation. OCRA officials say the designation makes 

the site more attractive to companies. The business park does not currently have any tenets but 

the park is looking to add agriculture bioscience projects. 

 

2-19-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :23) 

Construction on the new Monticello fire station is underway. Surveyors spent the blustery day 

driving stakes and flags and marking where the new state of the art fire facility will go.  

The new station will be just North of White County memorial hospital on Sixth Street.  

Construction on the new fire house should take around a year. Fire crews should be living and 

working in the new house by spring of 2017. 

 

2-22-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

A developer has officially been selected for the West Lafayette State Street Project. The project's 

Joint Board awarded the contract to Plenary Roads State Street today. The Plenary Group will be 

using local contractors. As New 18 reported, the Joint Board gathered public input earlier this 

month. Mayor John Dennis says now that a developer has been selected planning can really 

move forward. 

 

2-23-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00) 

A meeting to discuss a slaughterhouse being built in Shadeland has been canceled. Plans were 

going to be presented tonight to the town's zoning and planning committee. But late this 

afternoon, the woman proposing the development took the item off the board's agenda.  Sherry 

Ziobro is the person who was planning to introduce this idea at tonight's meeting. Ziobro lives in 

Tippecanoe County and owns a business called Tissue Source in Shadeland. It's a company that 

provides animal tissue to medical and educational institutions. Her plan would include 

processing 3 hundred pigs a day. Shadeland resident Mike Schuh is opposed to the idea, and is 

glad the proposal is off the agenda for now. 

 

2-25-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:35) 

A Lafayette church in need of a bigger place to worship finds the perfect location. Right next to a 

gentlemen's club. News 18's Samantha Thieke spoke with the church's pastor and the club's 

owner.  She joins us with how it's turned into an unlikely friendship. Lafayette Community 

Church was in need of more space for its growing congregation. But instead of building a new 

church they decided to make one from an existing building, next door to Filly's Gentlemen Club. 

Although it might seem like an odd choice in location, both property owners say it's turning out 

to be a blessing.   

 

 



2-26-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Purdue is moving forward with plans to build a greenhouse like facility to help with plant 

research. It's called a controlled environment phenotyping facility. The Board of Trustees 

approved it this morning making it possible to plan, finance, and sign a contractor to the project. 

The board already approved a field phenotyping facility that is currently under construction. 

Purdue Dean of Agriculture Jay Akridge says this controlled facility adds to that. 

 

2-26-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :33) 

A commuter rail bringing workers every day to Lafayette from Indianapolis is a big dream for 

many area leaders. It's something that is likely decades away but they hope to get the ball rolling 

with a meeting this morning. The Federal Railroad Administration was the final stop for the 

Greater Lafayette Commerce annual trip to Washington D.C.  They met with a director in the 

Office of Policy and Planning about what steps they should take and what possible funding 

sources are available. Area leaders say it's all about economic development. 

 

3-1-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)   

The West Lafayette Fire Department is getting an extension for a million dollar federal grant that 

was originally supposed to expire later this month. That money will go toward hiring seven more 

firefighters.  It will bring the department to 48 firefighter’s total. The Federal Emergency 

Management Agency awarded the grant in 2012 but the city says it wasn't able to make the 

additional hires in time. So FEMA approved the extension last week - giving them until the end 

of next year. West Lafayette Fire Chief Tim Heath says with annexation and the increase in the 

size of the area they cover, they need the extra manpower. 

 

3-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 36) 

U.S. Congressman Todd Rokita says a new law will bring five billion dollars to Indiana's 

infrastructure over the next five years. Rokita says without having long term road funding future 

generations will not only have crumbling roads but also debt. He says his law- is the first long-

term highway reauthorization bill to pass in over a decade. Rokita says for the past 11 years, 

lawmakers had to plan funding in one year time increments because there wasn't enough funding.  

He says the money comes from the general highway fund as well as other revenues.  Over the 

next five years Indiana will have 5 billion dollars to spend on roads and bridges. 

 

3-10-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 58)  

One of the biggest items on this year's legislative agenda is solving the state's road funding 

problem.   Today both chambers are expected to vote on a bill that addresses the issue. 

Lawmakers reached a compromise last night that doesn't include the suggested hikes in cigarette 

taxes or gas taxes.  In fact, this bill doesn't raise any taxes at all. What it does do is redirect gas 

tax money from the general fund to road funds. It also creates opportunities for local road 

funding. Senator Ron Alting says it's not a long term fix but it will help. 

 

3-15-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 31) 

Proposed changes to Purdue University's campus get the go ahead from the State Budget 

Committee. The committee approved renovation plans for the Mollenkopf Athletic Center, 

which include a new football performance complex. The new football complex's features include 

a sports performance training area, a sports medicine facility, and enhanced academic support 



facilities. The Committee also approves the demolition of the Marsteller Street Parking Garage. 

The parking garage will be replaced with an asphalt parking lot. 

 

3-16-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 1:45) 

As we get closer to spring and warmer temperatures, it also means we have to get ready for the 

brunt of construction season. News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports after last summer's I-65 closure 

both drivers and the Indiana Department of Transportation hope for a better year. 

 

3-16-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25) 

The West Lafayette city council reject the previous request in September. Ryan O'Gara says the 

needed traffic study from INDOT should be done soon. He says with that information the 

developer could refile quickly perhaps even later this month. 

 

3-16-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35) 

Some major development plans on Sagamore Parkway in West Lafayette are pulled by the 

developer. In a request similar to one made last summer. The developer hoped to rezone 28 acres 

between the MED Institute building and Applebee's on Sagamore. The development would have 

featured a large grocery store and more than 100,000 square feet of retail and office space. For a 

second time area planning staff recommended denial because of traffic concerns. The developer 

withdrew before tonight's Area Plan Commission meeting. Despite their recommendation 

planning staff say they have no problems with the general concept. 

 

3-17-16 (During five o’clock broadcast, duration 1:15) 

Local business owners are proposing a new development that could add more retail space and 

student housing to downtown West Lafayette.  

 

3-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29) 

Construction workers unearthed a piece of West Lafayette history during a recent excavation 

project. It's a piece of trolley tracks that were found while replacing a water main on State Street. 

The tracks date back almost a century the days when trolley cars served as the main 

transportation source throughout Lafayette and West Lafayette. It’s likely the tracks were paved 

over once trolleys were phased out.  County Historian Quentin Robinson says it's important for 

people to understand the history of where they live. 

 

3-22-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 52) 

As construction workers put a large pipe under State Street in West Lafayette, pedestrians and 

businesses have to make some changes. News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports how the city plans to 

help with the transition.  

 

3-22-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

Frankfort city officials are hoping they have a hit on their hands with a new proposal -- Project 

Home Run.  The plan is to build a sports complex that houses both softball and little league 

fields. News 18's Brittany Tyner joins us now and reports. Mayor Chris McBarnes hopes this 

will attract young professionals and their families. The mayor not only wants this sports complex 

to attract young professionals, he's looking to bring more restaurants and hotels to town as well. 

It’s an idea he's pitching and he's hoping it will catch on. 



 

3-23-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 40) 
A more than 12 million dollar development could be taking the place of vacant retail space at 

Wabash Landing. The West Lafayette Redevelopment Commission has set the stage for 

negotiations for an agreement for a developer to build new apartments. Wabash Landing 

Apartment Homes, LLC is planning to build 115 apartments along the corridor running through 

the retail complex. It would take the place of 12,000 square feet of retail space that's been vacant 

for about two years. West Lafayette Director of Development Chandler Poole says the project's 

goal is to meet the city's growing need for housing while helping existing retailers gain more 

business. 

 

3-23-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 19) 

A bridge rehabilitation project will soon lead to the closure of State Road 25 over Interstate 74 in 

Montgomery County. The Indiana Department of Transportation says the project will begin on or 

after Friday, April first. Crews will be patching and overlaying the bridge deck. The project is 

expected to last until June 18th. 

 

3-23-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35) 

Across the river after years of planning the city of Lafayette is starting the Main Street 

Streetscape project. City officials and business owners kicked things off with a reception at 

Carnahan Hall in the city's downtown. This was a chance for the public to get a clear picture of 

what is planned.  The multi-phase project includes replacing sidewalks on both sides of Main 

Street through downtown. Along with new lighting, trees and public art.  

 

3-24-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 30) 

White County leaders are trying to find a balance between protecting the lakes and possibly 

adding a confined feeding operation. The head of the county's Building and Planning department 

says zoning changes are needed. An amendment would provide a buffer area between 

recreational and residential areas and agricultural uses like confined feeding operations. Joe 

Rogers says discussions started in October when a family proposed a C F O and neighbors were 

concerned.  He says it's all about continuing growth for both sides. 

 

3-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35) 

Drivers dealt with a month's worth of pain last summer when the Wildcat Creek Bridge on I-65 

closed the northbound lanes for miles. Now we know how much it cost to fix a little over 1.4 

million dollars.  And INDOT has denied a request to pay for it. In documents released to News 

18. Walsh Construction made the request for payment in October, less than 2 months after the 

bridge reopened. The invoice spells out various costs including for items like temporary supports 

and 'equipment downtime.' But INDOT says according to the terms of the design- build contract, 

Walsh is responsible for both designing and building I-65. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35) 

INDOT has finalized their recommendation for an interstate extension south of Indianapolis. 

They say state road 37 from Martinsville to Indianapolis is the "logical choice" to become the 

next branch of I-69.  One state report says the move will require relocating nearly 280 homes and 

96 businesses along the highway. INDOT says that's still a smaller impact on residents and the 

environment that other options they considered. They also say State Road 37 will only serve as 

the corridor for the project, and an exact route must still be designed. 

 

3-30-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:05) 
It's a housing trend that's usually associated with San Francisco or beachfront property. But it's 

happening a lot closer to home. We're talking about smaller, older properties being demolished 

and replaced with much larger brand- new houses.  They all have one thing in common -- they 

are all inside the West Lafayette school district. News 18's Dan Klein reports while a few have 

already hit the market and a few more are on the way no one knows if this is a just a brief 

passing phenomenon or truly a trend of the future. 

 


