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A Lafayette food truck owner may be forced out of business.  A 10 million dollar plan is in the 
works for Loeb stadium in Lafayette.  Business picks up after construction wraps up in a portion 
of Lafayette.  71 employees will lose their jobs at a local gear and drive solutions manufacturer.   
More mothers are choosing to keep their babies with them in the hospital room, rather than the 
nursery after childbirth.  According to the Indiana Department of Veterans' Affairs, 550,000 
Veterans call the Hoosier state home.  News 18's Kiyerra Lake visited a local nonprofit to see 
how it's helping them transition into the workforce.
      

7-1-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 25)



In less than 10 years, a Benton County shrimp farm has grown to be the largest in the state. 
Karlanea Brown of RDM Aquaculture in Fowler started her shrimp farm in 2010. At the time she 
was only the second one in the state. Brown only sells her shrimp directly from her store in 
Benton County that way it is always fresh. She says because of the continued growth at the farm, 
they are hoping to expand to keep up with the demand.

7-4-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 38)
The dairy product has long been linked to heart disease and even increased risk of death. But a 
paper published in the medical journal "plos one" on Wednesday, Suggests butter actually has a 
much more neutral association with mortality. In other words, it's neither terribly bad nor 
incredibly good for us, says the co-author of the paper. Researchers looked at butter consumption 
in over 600 thousand people and found little to no link between butter and chronic disease, 
according to the paper. Sounds like you can add butter to the list of things to enjoy in 
moderation.

7-5-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)
Workers who have lost their jobs at Oerlikon Fairfield are eligible for federal assistance. The 
TAA is available for workers who are displaced due to foreign imports or shifts in production out 
of the country. This particular ruling affects workers employed at Oerlikon Faifield in Lafayette 
from Mach 27, 2015 to June 28, 2018 and have been "totally or partially separated" from the 
company. They can receive a variety of reemployment services job search and relocation 
allowances and health insurance assistance.

7-5-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10)
Many of us live a busy life and a visit to the doctor's office isn't always convenient but that soon 
may be a thing of the past thanks to a new law in Indiana. News 18's Brad Oppenheim tells us 
how technology might make a doctor's appointment as simple as using your smartphone.

7-7-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, duration: 59)
A 10 million dollar plan is in the works for Loeb stadium in Lafayette. Part of it involves 
demolishing the more than 76 year old facility. While some may consider it the end of an era. 
Others may consider the plan a new beginning for Loeb.  Either way, the city has signed an 
agreement with architecture firm American Structure point. And crews will begin demolition in 
August of 2017

7-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:05)
After the health department shuts down a Lafayette restaurant for several violations. Evidence 
surfaces that food was still being prepared and delivered. Today, the Tippecanoe County Health 
Department requested an injunction to stop all food operations at Harbor City.

7-11-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 30)
Families in the small town of Wolcott now have a health clinic for the first time in two years 
thanks to a partnership between North Central Nursing Clinics and Purdue University. For more 
than a decade, the group has been opening medical clinics in rural towns where it's tough to 
recruit doctors. The Family Health Clinic of Wolcott just opened and is staffed by nurse 
practitioners and nursing students from Purdue. The clinic means patients like Rebecca Judy only 
have to drive a few minutes for their medical needs rather than an hour.



7-14-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
A Lafayette food truck owner may be forced out of business this year. The Tippecanoe County 
Health Department is looking to take away Mr. Darryl's Southern BBQ food permit after several 
health violations over the past three years. The owner, Darryl Richardson, appealed the motion at 
a hearing this afternoon. He currently does not have a documented agreement with a place to 
properly store food or clean utensils.  In the past, he had his own place but there he received 
several violations including no running water and a sewage backup. Since leaving that facility, 
Richardson says he's been using other facilities in the community as a commissary and has never 
run an event without one. But since there is no record of that, the health department is not resting 
on the matter.

7-17-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 26)
I scream, you scream. You know the rest. Today is national ice cream day! It’s part of national 
ice cream month. Both were designated by President Ronald Reagan back in July of 19-84 to 
promote the u-s dairy industry. According to the international dairy foods association, more than 
ten percent of all milk produced by u-s dairy farmers is used to make ice cream. Celebrate the 
day with a cup, bowl or cone of your favorite flavor.

7-26-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 38)
Now that a section of Sagamore Parkway is finally open. Nearby businesses hope the cash 
registers will be busy once again. And many local businesses are happy to see construction signs 
finally being packed away.  But just because the road is open doesn't mean the project is 
finished. Lafayette's mayor says plants still need to be planted, lights still need to be hung and 
there's more concrete and pavement work.  But local business owner David Rynes says the 
opening will help his business tremendously.

7-26-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
The recently finished Indiana Manufacturing Institute is celebrating its first tenant The 
Composites manufacturing and Simulation Center is moving into the newest building in the 
research park. The Purdue composites lab held a ribbon cutting today. The center is comprised of 
four labs from Purdue's college of Engineering and three labs from Purdue's Polytechnic 
Institute.    This new facility helps break down communication issues and encourages 
collaboration within the university.

7-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)
We could see a new Caterpillar Logistics building in Lafayette thanks to a tax abatement 
resolution for the project. The Lafayette Redevelopment Commission approved two such 
resolutions today. Mayor Tony Roswarski says the Caterpillar main plant has been a big part of 
the economy for a long time. However, on a global scale Caterpillar has had to shut down plants. 
Roswarski says CAT Logistics could have gone somewhere else but he believes Lafayette needs 
to keep them here. If abatements are approved, CAT Logistics will vacate their current Lafayette 
building and move to the new one. Roswarski says the old building opens more business 
opportunities.

7-29-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)



A group of Purdue students is working to bring change to the agricultural industry with the use 
of drones. Aerial Agriculture is an agricultural drone company that builds its own drones in-
house. The start-up company was originally founded by 2 mechanical engineering students in 
2015 and was officially launched this past April. Through the use of specialized cameras 
attached to the drones multi-spectral images are captured which are used as a tool to those in the 
agricultural field. Austin Deardorff is a co-founder for the company and after being on-board for 
nearly a year now he loves knowing he's making a positive impact in the agricultural industry.

8-2-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 32)
A Carroll County business announced plans to add more jobs today at a luncheon in Delphi. 
Next Day Container Incorporated moved to Delphi in 2014. After adding 20 thousand square feet 
to their facility in July. Next Day Container announced they will add another shift to their 
workforce starting September first. That expansion allowed Next Day Container to hire three 
more people. Executive director of the Carroll County Economic Development Corporation 
Laura Walls says the community was pleasantly surprised by the announcement today.

8-4-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
Local farmers are once again having their wallets pinched by decreased farmland values. News 
18's Cameron Hardin learned how farmers are making changes to help ease the pain.

8-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20)
The bio-medical supply company "Tissue Source" wants to open a slaughter operation in Pine 
Village, but residents are fighting it. The Warren County Area Plan Commission will hear the 
proposal this evening. As News 18's Alexis Moberger reports the company has been denied in 
the past.

8-10-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15)
The Colt World Series is not only big business for the players who travel here. But also for local 
businesses like Arni's and the Frozen Custard. One business says it's served thousands of 
customers already this week and doesn't see the line stopping yet.

8-12-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 48) 
Farmers could be feeling a little more relaxed today after the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
released their first crop production report of the year. Members of the Purdue Extension 
Agriculture team met to discuss the findings at the state fair today. Overall, experts are very 
happy with the report and say after a tough 2015 season due to flooding, 2016 looks to be a 
record breaker. The season started off a little shaky when cold and wet conditions set farmers 
back a few weeks in planting. But as of right now, the report shows crops are on pace for the 
second greatest yield farmers have ever seen. Ag economist Chris Hurt says even though we've 
been in the middle of a dry stretch, most crops are far along enough to be okay.

8-13-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)



If you've got a quarter then you've got a chance to get some coffee while celebrating with a local 
business.  Lafayette coffee shop J L Hufford and Tea Company is celebrating a quarter of a 
century serving customers at the Tippecanoe Mall. They set up shop at the mall in 1991. Owner 
Joe Hufford says he and his wife wanted to open a business but wasn't sure what to invest in. A 
friend told him gourmet coffee was a growing industry and the rest was history. The company 
was the first Tippecanoe County coffee shop to sell espresso and cappuccinos. Hufford says at 
first, not many customers had ever ordered specialty coffee but it didn't take long for them to get 
hooked.

8-18-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
New Purdue students gathered downtown this evening for a look at what their new home has to 
offer. Over 100 local business from Lafayette and West Lafayette met around the courthouse for 
the Boiler Bridge Bash. Over 4,000 students from the Boiler Gold Rush were expected to stop 
by. Organizers say the event is a great welcome party.

8-19-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28)
71 employees will lose their jobs at a local gear and drive solutions manufacturer by month's 
end. Oerlikon Fairfield confirmed it's laying off some of its hourly work force due to what it's 
calling "soft market conditions." The company says a reduction in staff was necessary. The 
layoffs go into effect at the end of Friday, Aug. 26. The length of the layoffs is unknown at this 
time. Officials said there are no long-term concerns for the company.

8-25-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 26)
A free health fair provided valuable information to people in the Greater Lafayette community 
today. The 2016 Senior Health Fair took place at the Center at Jenks Rest on Scott Street. More 
than two dozen businesses and local nonprofits gave information to residents on legal services, 
funeral planning, adult day services and much more. Flu and pneumonia shots are also being 
offered, among other services.  Organizers say this event is the only one of its kind.

8-29-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 26)
It is the first of its kind in North America and is located at Purdue University. The Indiana Corn 
and Soybean Innovation Center is a field phenotyping facility. Researchers will try to improve 
sustainable traits of plants. The goal is to create better and cheaper farming techniques for the 
world's growing population.   

8-29-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:28)
Long-awaited new rules allowing commercial use of drones took effect today, opening the skies 
to those who want to use the unmanned aircraft for their business. 

8-30-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 42)
More mothers are choosing to keep their babies with them in the hospital room, rather than the 
nursery after childbirth. Although local hospitals still have nurseries, medical professionals say 
they aren't used often. Doctors say there are several benefits to keeping your newborn in the 
room with you especially if you are breast feeding. It helps the mother and child bond and 
develop a healthy routine. Many hospitals, like IU Health in Lafayette, have single hospital 
rooms to encourage the mothers to stay with their newborn. 



8-30-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
A new study is designed to boost economic development in a ten-county region. The study is 
designed to take advantage of Purdue, Ivy Tech, industry clusters and exceptional schools. The 
plan is to take resources found in the 10 county region and make them globally competitive. It'll 
be implemented by a new steering committee, the Wabash Heartland Innovation Network, or 
WHIN.   

9-1-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :35)
The manufacturing industry is alive and well in the Greater Lafayette area and that means job 
opportunities for young people entering the workforce. Wabash National Corporation hosted 
more than 80 members of the Indiana Manufacturers Association at their Lafayette facility for a 
tour and to discuss the state of the industry.   

9-2-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
2016 will be the longest stretch of low food prices, the U.S. has seen in almost 50 years.  
Grocery store prices have fallen every month since January.  News 18’s Alexis Moberger reports 
while that may be good news for consumers, it’s hurting farmers.

9-8-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35)
Social Studies students at a Lafayette high school are not only learning about the past, but 
finding ways to sustain the future.  Oakland High School teacher James Coval uses his classroom 
to teach agricultural sustainability.  Students are building an aquaponics garden which uses 
water, rocks and fish to grow vegetables.

9-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:47)
Farmers in the Midwest are looking at record yields this year after a tough 2015.  But that has its 
drawbacks as well.  News 18's Cameron Hardin reports as yields rise and prices fall, a positive 
outlook for farmers takes a hit.  

9-12-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:20)
According to the Indiana Department of Veterans' Affairs, 550,000 Veterans call the Hoosier 
state home.  News 18's Kiyerra Lake visited a local nonprofit to see how it's helping them 
transition into the workforce.

9-14-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:30)
A Kentland factory closes its doors, leaving dozens of workers shocked and without jobs.  News 
18's Kiyerra Lake explains why it happened.

9-15-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :31)
Area manufacturing companies and educators are putting their heads together to plan for the 
future workforce.  Greater Lafayette Commerce is hosting the Regional Workforce Summit in 
Lafayette.  As more advanced manufacturing jobs move into the area, the need for educated 
employees is growing.  So organizers say this summit is an opportunity for companies to work 
with high schools and encourage students to choose careers in manufacturing.

9-16-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35)



More than two-hundred volunteers are getting their feet wet to find out what's inside area 
waterways.  The Wabash Sampling Blitz takes place twice a year to look for contamination in 
streams in seven Indiana counties, including Tippecanoe, Warren and Fountain.  The Wabash 
River Enhancement Corporation and Purdue University will test the samples to determine what 
the pollutants are and where they come from.

9-19-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:45)
The city of Logansport is pedaling the way to become a more bicycle friendly city.  News 18's 
Brad Oppenheim tells us about newly added bicycle lanes downtown and how they're being 
perceived.

9-20-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :34)
Area farmers are preparing to bring in this year's harvest and will soon be filling silos with corn.  
That's why a farm Co-operative company is traveling the state to show what to do if someone 
falls on top of a grain pile and gets stuck.  When a worker falls into a full silo, the grain can act 
like quicksand, sucking the person down.

9-22-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
Heroin and prescription opioid overdoes are on the rise in Tippecanoe County.  But a first 
responder says the drug used to save the lives of those overdosing may not be effective for 
everyone.  News 18's Samantha Thieke reports on the increase and what's being done to try to 
stop the tragic results of drug abuse.

9-22-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)
Alorica officials announced today that they are adding 175 new jobs to their Lafayette facility.  
The announcement came during the all-day meet and greet for applicants to come in and apply.
There are a variety of full time and part time positions available.  After all the 175 new 
employees are hired..the total number of employees at the Lafayette facility will be 510.

9-24-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :32)
Some downtown Lafayette businesses are making the most of a construction project.  While 
crews work to replace sidewalks along Main Street, foot bridges have been installed to allow 
access into the businesses.  But instead of leaving the plain two by four boards and plywood, 
business owners decided to decorate them.  One of the most festive leads into DT Kirby's.

9-27-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :32)
Some local school children are learning what it means to be a Purdue Boilermaker.  More than 
500 elementary students from the Benton Community School Corporation, visited the university 
as a part of the Benton County Promise initiative.  The goal is to get kids excited about going to 
college.

9-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:45)
After months of clean up, one white county pumpkin farm is now open for business.  News 18's 
Kiyerra Lake reports on how they are able to celebrate 25 years.

CRIME



Lafayette police release surveillance pictures from a strong-armed robbery at a gas station.  After 
almost two months, the sword from a fountain in downtown Lafayette is found.  Lafayette police 
investigate a burglary at the ticket office for the Lafayette Aviators.  A possible armed robbery in 
Lafayette leads to preliminary charges of gang activity against three people.  West Lafayette 
Police plan to step up patrols near Waterfront Apartments on Brown Street after two robberies in 
the area.  The former Pulaski County Sheriff and former Chief Deputy are indicted by a grand 
jury on a combined 15 felony counts.       

7-1-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 50)



A jury awards 10 million dollars to a man seriously injured in a 2012 bar fight in Lafayette. As 
part of the verdict. Champs bar will be liable for 7 million of that. The fight happened outside 
the bar located on Earl Avenue in December of 2012. 42 year old David Widner suffered a 
traumatic brain injury.  In 2014. Brent Dimmitt was sentenced to 18 years in prison for the crime.  
The attorney for Winder, Michael Stapleton. Says a lawsuit was filed against Champs, for lack of 
security. Stapleton says the jury assigned 70 percent of the fault to Champs, which means they 
are responsible for 7 million dollars.

7-1-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
Another law involves a stricter penalty for a certain drug crime. Effective today if someone with 
a prior conviction of dealing controlled substances is convicted of dealing methamphetamine or 
heroin, they will serve at least 10 years in prison.  Drug dealing can now be determined by the 
amount of drugs in someone's possession even if there is no evidence of actual selling.

7-4-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 50)
Lafayette police have released surveillance pictures from a strong-armed robbery at a gas station.  
Police say it happened around two Sunday morning at the Speedway on Elmwood Avenue. 
There were no weapons or injuries reported but the clerk says a man pushed him and grabbed 
money from the register.

7-4-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 31)
Also new at noon, a 16 year old is in custody today facing a list of preliminary charges after an 
attempted armed robbery at a home on Salem Street. Some of the preliminary charges include 
attempted robbery while armed with a deadly weapon, carrying a handgun without a license, and 
battery. Police say the suspect and two others got into the home yesterday morning around 5:30, 
demanded money and threatened the people inside. A fight broke out and one of the victims was 
able to get away and call police.  Officers are still looking for the other two suspects.

7-8-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 21)
We have new details on this morning's massive fire in Logansport. The Mayor says investigators 
are calling it an apparent arson. It happened about 4:30 at the Closson Lumber and Peculiar 
Treasures building on Erie Avenue. And firefighters say it's a total loss. The business dates back 
all the way to the late 18-hundreds. No one was inside when the fire began and no one was hurt.

7-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
After almost two months, the sword from a fountain in downtown Lafayette has been found. 
Tippecanoe County Sheriff Barry Richard says the sword from the Marquis de Lafayette 
Fountain was recovered yesterday evening.  He says it was in possession of a person who 
witnessed it being stolen. That person is cooperating with law enforcement. Richard says the 
person of interest could face charges of theft and vandalism. And he wants the public to realize 
that this is a serious crime that takes up a lot of time for deputies.

7-11-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)



Lafayette police are investigating a burglary at the ticket office for the Lafayette Aviators on 
Friday. Police say staff left around 11 pm Thursday.  When they returned around 8 the next 
morning, they found a window had been forced open and multiple computers were missing from 
the office.  Police say they do not have a suspect description at this time.  If you saw anything, or 
have other information about the burglary, please contact Lafayette police or the anonymous We- 
Tip Hotline at 800- 78- CRIME.

7-12-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55)
A man is in jail tonight after Indianapolis police say he fired shots at an officer's home and car. It 
happened on the east side of Indianapolis and investigators believe it was a targeted crime. 
Howard Monroe spoke to IMPD Chief Troy Riggs about the incident today.

7-18-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 30)
Lafayette police are investigating an armed robbery at the Village Pantry next to Pheasant Run 
Apartments. It happened just before two a.m. at the VP and Marathon gas station on Brady Lane. 
The clerk told Police a man walked in with a handgun, demanded money and then took off with 
the cash.  The suspect is described as six feet tall and 150 pounds wearing a red hoodie and a ski 
mask. No one was hurt. If you have any information, call Lafayette or the anonymous WeTip 
hotline at 800-78-CRIME.

7-18-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)
A possible armed robbery over the weekend in Lafayette has led to preliminary charges of gang 
activity against three people. Police say around 9:45 Saturday night, they were called to the 1800 
block of South 22nd Street. Police say three men had approached two people and asked them to 
buy marijuana.  When they refused, police say the suspects claimed they had a gun, threatened to 
shoot the victims and demanded money and property.

7-19-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 33)
The second man charged in last summer's double homicide admits to his crimes. 34 year old 
Matthew Oertel and his codefendant Jacob Guffey both pleaded guilty to felony murder after 36- 
year old Aaron Hunter Junior and 46-year old Terry Smith Junior were found shot outside a 
home on Perrine Street.  According to court documents, Guffey and Oertel initially pointed 
fingers at each other for the crime.  Guffey faces up to 67 years in prison with his additional 
charge of auto theft. Oertel faces 45 to 60.  Oertel's sentencing is scheduled for September and 
Guffey's will be in October.

7-20-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:00)
West Lafayette Police plan to step up patrols near Waterfront Apartments on Brown Street after 
two robberies in the area last week. 18 year old Michael Javon Jackson is preliminarily charged 
with robbery and false informing. News 18's Kayla Sullivan talked with police and neighbors 
about it.

7-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)



A Lafayette man is charged with robbery with a deadly weapon after a woman reports being 
robbed while walking with her son. 21 year- old Deshawn Rutley is accused in the crime Police 
say they were called to an area near Holloway and Owen Streets about 10 o'clock Thursday 
night. The woman told police Rutley pointed a gun at her and demanded money. Nobody was 
hurt but she says Rutley got away with their cellphones. We're told Rutley also had an 
outstanding felony warrant for his arrest.

7-22-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 32)
A Noblesville man has been charged in connection to an armed robbery at a gas station in 
Dayton. It happened at the Circle K on State Road 38 late last month. Police say 38 year old Leo 
Cullen forced an employee to hand over all of the money in the cash register at gun point and 
then ordered the employee into the bathroom.

7-22-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
A jury has convicted two Logansport men in a 2015 robbery at the Manor Motel in Logansport. 
29 year old Christopher Brown and 22 year old Brandon Black were found guilty of robbery 
resulting in serious bodily injury. According to a release from the Cass County prosecutor’s 
office, the case had already been tried earlier this year but resulted in a mistrial. Both defendants 
are scheduled to be sentenced on August 22nd.Black faces up to sixty years in prison. Brown 
faces eighty.

7-26-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
Two men, who may have robbed a Frankfort McDonald's, are in jail facing other criminal 
charges. On July 18th, Police believe 22 year old Kenneth Watters and 21 year old Devin Turner 
entered the McDonald's on Wabash Street, armed with a gun, and demanded money. Both men 
are in an Illinois jail, facing residential burglary charges, and possession of a stolen vehicle. 
Watters also faces an attempted murder charge in connection with a stabbing in Indianapolis. 
The Indianapolis men now each face armed robbery charges, as well.

7-26-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)
A Lafayette woman faces several charges for allegedly cashing more than 75-hundred dollars’ 
worth of forged pay checks. According to court documents, 28 year old Kayla Heemstra 
deposited 7 fraudulent checks at Purdue Federal Credit Union over the course of four days in 
July 2014. The checks were made to look like they had been written by Walmart and Foot 
Locker, and varied in amounts from 760 to nearly 1500 dollars. Heemstra has been charged with 
two counts of forgery, one count of theft, and one count of fraud on a financial institution.

7-30-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28)
Police are looking for the person who robbed a Lafayette convenience store early this morning. It 
happened around four A-M at Food Plus located between 9th and Kossuth streets. The clerk told 
Police a man walked in with his face covered demanding money. Police say no weapon was 
displayed. The person of interest was wearing a white jacket, goggles a green mask and gloves. 
No injuries were reported.  If you have any information, call police or the anonymous WeTip 
hotline at 800-78-CRIME.

8-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 32)



A man is in critical condition after being shot with a BB gun. Yesterday around 10 at night 
Logansport police were called to the one hundred block of 15th street. When they arrived on 
scene they found 69 year old William Bodell had been shot several times with a BB gun. Bodell 
was airlift to Parkview Regional Hospital in Fort Wayne. Today officers arrested 23-year-old 
Trevor Miller of Logansport in connection to the shooting. He has been preliminarily charged 
with aggravated battery and is being held at the Cass County Jail.

8-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33)
The White County Sheriff's Office needs the public's help identifying a man who may be 
involved in a burglary. Investigators say a moped was stolen from a business just outside of 
Monticello last Friday.  During the burglary investigation the Monticello Police Department 
responded to a moped fire in downtown. It turned out to be the stolen one. This surveillance 
video shows a man setting the moped on fire. If you have any information you're asked to call 
detectives at (574) 583- 7103 or the anonymous We- Tip Hotline at 800- 78- CRIME.

8-9-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
The White County Sheriff's Office needs the public's help identifying a man who may be 
involved in a burglary. Investigators say a moped was stolen from a business just outside of 
Monticello last Friday. During the burglary investigation, the Monticello Police Department 
responded to a moped fire in downtown. The moped was the same one that had been stolen. This 
surveillance video shows a man setting the moped on fire. If you have any information. You’re 
asked to call detectives at (574) 583- 7103 or the anonymous We- Tip Hotline at 800- 78- 
CRIME.

8-10-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Lafayette police are investigating a shooting. There is heavy police presence on Hartford Street 
Dispatch confirms the victim took himself to the hospital. Other than that little is known at this 
time. This seems to have happened just within the last hour and as far as we know no suspect is 
in custody. We do have a crew at the scene and will pass along more details as they become 
available on wlfi dot com and on News 18 This Morning.

8-10-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
The former Pulaski County Sheriff and former Chief Deputy have been indicted by a grand jury 
on a combined 15 felony counts. Prosecutors say the crimes happened while the two were in 
office. Former Sheriff Mike Gayer and former Chief Deputy Ron Patrick are accused of theft, 
obstruction of justice, deception, and official misconduct. State Police say the case involves 
stolen handguns. Indiana State Police began their investigation after they were contacted by 
current Pulaski County Sheriff Jeff Richwine in August of last year. After the investigation, the 
prosecution recommended a grand jury to determine if the evidence was enough for charges. The 
jury returned that there was. Both Gayer and Patrick turned themselves in, but have since posted 
bond.

8-12-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 1:55)



Three people are still recovering this morning after Muncie police say they were tied up and 
tortured. Two people have been arrested. And as WISH TV's Tim McNicholas reports, detectives 
are now working on figuring out how and *why this happened. Police believe the suspects are 
acquaintances of the car shop's owner. The suspects are each facing several charges including 
criminal confinement, and battery with a deadly weapon.

8-12-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 35)
Lafayette police are still looking for the man who they say stole a car after shots were fired from 
the Buffalo Wild Wings parking lot. It happened around 11:30 last night at the BW3 off Creasy 
Lane.  When officers got there, they found a man whose car had been stolen from the parking lot. 
They spotted the car and tried to stop it, but the driver sped off. The driver then jumped out while 
it was still moving and it came to a stop on 18th Street. The driver ran away before police could 
catch up. If you know anything that can help detectives, call police or the We-Tip Hotline at 800-
78-CRIME.

8-12-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
The owner of a Lafayette coffee shop says her business has been broken into on several 
occasions. Fuel Coffee Shop Co- owner Colleen Mathews says her shop was first broken into a 
few weeks ago and cash was taken from the office. A week later it happened again, so Mathews 
scheduled an appointment with a security company. In the meantime, she installed security 
cameras. The shop was then broken into again and this man was caught on camera. Mathews 
says something like this can shake up a small business.

8-15-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:16)
Two Lafayette parents are in jail after the death of their three week old child. According to court 
documents a three week old baby was found not breathing in between two couch cushions on 
June 28th of last year. Last week, police arrested the parents of the baby. 30- year old Sara 
Atisha Martin and 39 year old Brandon Staggs. Martin is charged with neglect and possession of 
narcotics while Staggs is charged with neglect resulting in death and five other drug possession 
charges. 

8-15-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20)
Lafayette police are investigating an incident of shots fired on the city's southside. It happened 
around 7:30 Saturday night at Twyckenham Apartments. Officers found four 22-caliber shell 
casings in the road in the 32 hundred block of Quarry Drive. Anyone with information is asked 
to call LPD or the anonymous We-Tip Hotline at 800-78-CRIME.

8-15-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
Lafayette Police say two bodies found in a south side home this weekend was a case of murder-
suicide. The Tippecanoe County Coroner's Office has confirmed this is the county's first 
homicide of the year. Lafayette police were called to 3231 Chaucer Drive Saturday afternoon for 
a well-being check, that's when officers found two adults dead.

8-16-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 28)



A builder is sentenced to seven years in prison after being accused of taking people's money and 
never finishing the work. The Tippecanoe County prosecutor says 56 year old Edward 
Armstrong pleaded guilty to corrupt business influence involving six victims. In addition to the 
prison sentence, the court has also ordered Armstrong to pay back more than 50 thousand dollars 
to those victims. The prosecutor also told us Armstrong has a five year prison sentence awaiting 
him in Kentucky for theft convictions.

8-16-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 33)
Lafayette police are asking for help identifying the person who held up a Village Pantry on 
Schuyler Avenue. Today they released this photo - taken of the man at the VP on the corner of 
North 19th Street and Schuyler. Police say he robbed the clerk at gunpoint around 4-45 in the 
morning on Saturday, August 6th. He got away with some cash from the register. If you 
recognize the man in the photo, or have any other information on the robbery, you're asked to 
call the Lafayette Police Department or the anonymous We-Tip Hotline at (800) 78-CRIME.

8-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
A Galveston man is accused of using an employer's credit cards and accounts for personal use. 
33 year old Christopher Sommers faces charges of corrupt business influence, theft and fraud. 
Sommers was arrested on August 14th after an internal investigation by his employer, Crop 
Production Services.  Between December of 2011 and August 2014, the company alleges 
Sommers used credit cards and accounts for personal use while he served as a manager. 
Sommers has bonded out of the Miami County Jail.

8-19-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
Lafayette Police are investigating a possible armed robbery at the Pizza King on Teal Road last 
night. Investigators say around 11 last night, a man approached an employee with what appeared 
to be a gun, near the building's back exit. Then another man came out from behind a wall and 
punched the employee.  The two got away with money and fled in a blue Ford truck.

8-19-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:08)
A Lafayette woman is speaking out after she says two men charged her thousands of dollars for 
work they didn't complete. News 18's Kayla Sullivan looked into the deal and found out this isn't 
the first person to fall victim to this small company. They're called Reliable Roofing. But Lydia 
Mueller says she wasn't able to rely on them to finish her construction job. Mueller paid them 
more than 4-thousand dollars for the project but they only completed half of what she paid for.  
She reported the company to the Better Business Bureau and Lafayette police but her house still 
needs fixing.

8-22-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:24)
Court documents reveal more about an armed robbery that took place at a Lafayette home last 
week. Now prosecutors have requested a 72 hour hold before charging the three men arrested for 
the crime.  Court documents say an elderly couple woke up to three masked men, demanding 
money. It happened early Friday morning at their home on the 600 block of North 28th Street. 
The 76 year-old man was hit on the head with a gun. The probable cause says one of the men 
tried to stop the other two from beating the man. They ended up taking credit cards, checkbooks. 



And jewelry. During the robbery, a tenant who lives in the basement heard everything and called 
police.

8-22-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:28)
The number of child molesting cases in Tippecanoe County has doubled since last year. News 
18's Kayla Sullivan reports the county has filed 15 cases so far this year compared to an overall 
total of seven in 2015. She talked with Tippecanoe County Prosecutor Patrick Harrington about 
possible reasons for the increase. Harrington says advanced technology, community resources 
and better awareness have helped his office press more charges against people accused of child 
molesting.

8-22-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 41)
A former bus driver with the Tippecanoe School Corporation has pleaded guilty to sexual 
misconduct with a minor, following an inappropriate relationship with a student. 48-year old 
Tracy Jo Konsdorf entered the guilty plea on August 12th. Konsdorf was arrested based on 
surveillance video released to authorities by TSC officials. Court documents say the 14 year old 
victim covered the camera, but the audio revealed kissing sounds and what prosecutors call 
language of sexual nature. Detectives say the student admitted to having several encounters with 
Konsdorf, including text messages expressing a desire for a romantic relationship. Konsdorf's 
sentencing is set for September 9th.

8-22-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Lafayette police are looking for leads in an armed robbery where a man was hit in the head with 
a gun. It happened behind the Marathon gas station at 9th and Ferry Streets. According to 
Sergeant Scott Galloway, the robber approached a male victim around 11:30 last night. He 
showed a gun and demanded money, then hit the victim in the head with the weapon. Police 
believe the suspect got away in a black Ford Ranger.If you know anything about this incident, 
please call Lafayette Police at 765- 807- 1200.

8-23-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:19)
A former president of United Auto Workers Local 23-17 is indicted by a grand jury for 
embezzling thousands of dollars. Michael Bennett has been indicted for allegedly embezzling 
100-thousand dollars. Bennett had been Local 23-17's president from 2006 until February of 
2015 when he was forcefully removed from office. He is accused of writing 170 checks out to 
himself and either cashing them or depositing the money into his bank account. Federal 
prosecutors say Bennett claimed mileage and other expenses for union- related trips he never 
took. And he may have rented out the branch's union hall as a side business without reporting the 
revenue. According to court documents, Bennett bought items for Union use, but returned them, 
keeping the money for himself.  Bennett faces three counts for theft of labor union assets and 
three counts of wire fraud.



8-23-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Lafayette police released surveillance photos in connection with a robbery investigation. They're 
looking for this man. Police say on Saturday, they responded to the parking lot of the Pay Less 
Supermarket on Maple Point Drive. A woman told them a man took her purse from a shopping 
cart, and pushed her when she tried to reach for it. If you can identify this man or have any other 
information about the incident, call Lafayette police or the anonymous We Tip hotline at 1- 800- 
78- CRIME.

8-24-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 35)
The numbers show, over the last two years, there's been a 400% increase in serious violent felons 
caught with guns in Tippecanoe County. These are people convicted of a violent crime like 
murder, rape or robbery. Prosecutor Pat Harrington says they aren't even allowed to touch a gun 
after conviction.

8-26-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
Police say a Lafayette man is caught in the act while stealing from a car in West Lafayette. 
Yesterday morning just after 10, Purdue Police Captain Keene Red Elk says he witnessed 33 
year old Christopher Benavides break a window and remove things out of a car parked near 
Tapawingo Park. Police say they found more stolen property in his car. According to police, this 
arrest comes after an increase of vehicle break-ins near local parks. Benavides faces 
preliminarily charges of criminal mischief, theft and possession of stolen property.

8-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30)
We're learning more about last night's triple homicide in Newton County. A suspect is in custody 
and the Newton County Sheriff's Office released the victim's names this afternoon. 23 year old 
Richard Thomas, 39 year old Kimberly Spears, and 20 year old Justin Babbs were found brutally 
murdered inside their Sumava Resorts home around 8 last night. Newton County Coroner Scott 
McCord says all three victims died from multiple stab wounds.We talked with the family who 
owns the duplex after they witnessed the aftermath of the murders.

8-30-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 35) 
Detectives in Clinton County have determined the man taken into custody after a search for an 
armed subject last night needs a mental health evaluation. Police say a woman called 911 to 
report a man with a gun came up to her in her back yard in Michigantown. She told deputies the 
man asked for water and asked if her husband was home. The woman then went back inside, 
locked the door and went out the front to call 911 from a neighbor's house. Deputies found the 
man at a nearby home and took him in for questioning. Detectives say the man was transported 
to a local hospital. 

8-31-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)
The Newton County Sheriff's Office has made a second arrest in Sunday's triple homicide The 
Sheriff's Office arrested 24-year-old Derrick Cardosi at his home in Sumava Resorts today. He 
faces preliminary charges of conspiracy to commit murder and assisting a criminal.



8-31-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
Court documents reveal the robbery that landed a Chicago man behind bars got him less than 
three dollars. 37 year old Gene McCaulley is charged with the crime. Investigators allege he 
walked up to a man near North and 9th streets, placed the barrel of a gun on the victim's chest 
and demanded money.Court documents say the victim gave up two dollar bills and some change. 
Police later found McCaulley with two dollars and change and recovered a BB gun nearby.

9-1-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 50)
The Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Office is investigating two drug overdoses that happened inside 
the jail. Because this is an ongoing investigation.. Sheriff Barry Richard says he cannot tell us 
the type of drugs, how much were found, or the names of the two inmates who were sent to the 
hospital on August 11.

9-1-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40)
A Lafayette man is charged for allegedly stabbing and cutting his roommate over the weekend. 
On Saturday, police responded to Franciscan Saint Elizabeth East for a call of a man with a stab 
wound. According to court documents it happened at a residence on North 30th Street. The 
victim told police his roommate, 34 year old Christopher Nuppnau, came in and threatened to 
kill him.He said Nuppnau put his hands around his neck and stabbed him in the shoulder with a 
butcher knife, then sliced him across the chest. Officers went to the home, where Nuppnau 
admitted to the beating.  He faces several charges including battery by means of a deadly weapon 
and intimidation.

9-2-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 31)
West Lafayette Police are investigating a strong arm robbery overnight near campus. It happened 
around 2:30 this morning, while the woman was walking along Northwestern Avenue, between 
Lindberg Road and Cherry Lane. She says a man dressed in dark clothing approached from 
behind, robbed her of her purse and knocked her to the ground. If you have any information that 
could help police with their investigation, you're asked to call the West Lafayette Police 
Department or the anonymous WeTip Hotline at 1-800-782-7463.

9-5-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 34)
Lafayette police are looking for two men who robbed and hurt a disabled veteran in his home on 
Saturday night. It happened around 11 in the one thousand block of Kensington Drive. The 
victim says he didn't know the men they came in unannounced and unwelcomed.  One of them 
showed a handgun.  They stole several items before running away.

9-7-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 21)
Lafayette police are looking for a man accused of robbing the Lafayette Super 8 Motel on South 
Street. Police say around four this morning a man walked in with a bandana covering his face 
and demanded money. No weapons were displayed and no injuries were reported. But the man 
got away with cash. A K-9 search was unsuccessful.  If you know anything, police want to hear 
from you.



9-7-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:35)
The two men accused of stabbing and killing three people in Newton County say they're 
innocent. Sebastian Wedding and Derrick Cardosi, both 24 years old, are charged with three 
counts of murder, auto theft and theft after the deaths of Kimberly Spears, Richard Thomas and 
Justin Babbs.

9-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 24)
Tippecanoe County prosecutors have charged a Lafayette man in a case of armed robbery. Court 
documents say 25 year old Glenn Thomerson used a gun to rob a man at the Marathon Gas 
Station on Ferry Street back in August. Thomerson is also accused of demanding money from 
another man. After that man refused, the documents say Thomerson pistol whipped the man and 
kicked him in the head. Security video obtained by police led to his arrest.

9-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
Police were called to a home in the 3000 block of Holton Avenue around 4 a-m yesterday. 
Inside, they found the bodies of two women and a man.  A fourth woman was taken to the 
hospital with serious injuries.  Police aren't saying what the relationship was between Dansby 
and the victims.  Still no word on how the three died.

9-15-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
One of four people charged in February's Flora bank robberies is admitting to his part in the 
crime. 28 year old Jacob DeWeese of Kokomo pleaded guilty to armed robbery Wednesday. The 
Salin Bank on West Columbia Street was robbed Feb. 4 and 18. During both robberies, the 
suspects displayed a weapon and got away with an undisclosed amount of cash. .DeWeese and 
three others were arrested and charged after a four-month long investigation by Flora and 
Kokomo police. DeWeese is the only person to plead guilty for the crime at this time.

9-15-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
Police are using a website to investigate prostitution in Lafayette and as a result two people were 
arrested at a South Street hotel yesterday. Shevah Bi Ohara was taken in for prostitution and Eric 
Nolan is accused of carrying a gun without a license. News 18's Kayla Sullivan talked with 
police and some people in the area of the crime about the growing problem.

9-21-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 50)
Three men have been indicted by a grand jury for a 2014 bank robbery in Lafayette. Altogether, 
Charles D. Hunter the third, Michael A. Mitchell and Stevonta D. Hill were indicted with 54 
charges. Some of those charges include robbery while armed with a deadly weapon resulting in 
bodily injury and criminal confinement with a deadly

9-23-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:15)
One of the men involved in a double homicide in Lafayette last year has been sentenced for his 
part in the crime.  Oerterl and 19 year old Jacob Guffey were charged in August 2015 for the 
murders of 36 year old Aaron Hunter Jr. and 46 year old Terry Smith Jr., who both lived in a 
home on Perrine Street. Both men died of gunshot wounds. Oertel pleaded guilty on July 14 to 
two counts of felony murder and one count of being a serious violent felon in possession of a 
firearm. During testimony Oertel and his family spoke about his problems with drug abuse and 



how it led to his involvement.  Perhaps, the most shocking and moving testimony today was 
given by the father of one of the victims. The father of Aaron Hunter Jr, stood before the court 
and stated he forgave Oertel and feels pain for Oertels family. He says it's painful to know that 
his grandchildren will grow up without their father, but says he trusts in the judge’s decision.

9-23-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
A Delphi man will spend six years behind bars for the robbery of a Lafayette Village Pantry. 27 
year old Brian Williams was sentenced today to nine years in total with three years suspended. 
Williams was arrested after an armed robbery of the 9th street Village Pantry in January of this 
year. Court documents say he was found with cash and cigarettes from the store, as well as a 
loaded gun.

9-26-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 34)
Purdue police are looking for three men involved in an armed robbery across from the Purdue 
Union. It happened around four o'clock this morning, outside Hawkins Hall on Wood Street. 
According to police, four students say they were approached by three men wearing bandanas and 
hooded sweatshirts. The students say the men displayed at least two handguns and ordered the 
students to stand against the wall of the building. The victims told police their wallets, phones 
and backpacks were taken. Anyone with information is asked to call the Purdue Police 
Department or the anonymous WeTip hotline at 1-800-78-CRIME.

9-27-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 55)
A developing story out of Frankfort this midday, where police are investigating a suspicious 
death at a home. Dustin, police aren't releasing much information at this time but Frankfort 
Police Detective Wesley Hickman calls the death suspicious and says foul play is suspected. 
Around 8 this morning a family member came to check on a woman living in this home in the 
200 block of South Third Street. She found the woman dead so she called Frankfort police and 
Frankfort asked for assistance from the Indiana State Police Crime lab. Right now, police are 
investigating the scene, collecting evidence and interviewing neighbors.  We are hoping to learn 
the identity and cause of death later today. If you have any information you are asked to call 
Frankfort police immediately. 

9-27-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
Two Purdue Students were injured by shots from a pellet gun early this morning. Now two 
Frankfort men are under arrest for allegedly shooting both men in the chest.  Purdue police say 
around 1:30 this morning, a student was walking south on Grant Street between State and Wood, 
when he was struck by a pellet in his chest. A second student told police he was riding his bike 
home around 3-o'clock this morning near Grant and Wood Streets, when he was struck in the 
chest.  Shortly after, police stopped a vehicle leaving the Wood Street Parking Garage.

9-28-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 44)
A Purdue University football player is behind bars and charged with battery, following an 
investigation by West Lafayette Police.  Officers arrested sophomore offensive lineman Martesse 
Patterson this morning on a charge of battery resulting in bodily injury. Court documents say 
Patterson punched his roommate in the face, breaking his jaw on September seventh. More than 



a week later, police spoke with Patterson, who they say admitted to striking him. A no contact 
order has been issued and bail is set at 10 thousand dollars.

9-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10)
67 year old Linda Decker, the Frankfort woman accused of killing her 96 year old Aunt Betty 
Wann yesterday, is pleading not guilty and hiring an attorney. Family members are behind 
Decker, saying she's innocent.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports why prosecutors believe they 
have the right person.

9-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25)
We're learning new details on the history of the relationship of the woman found dead after a 
Williamsport house fire yesterday - and the man who's currently in jail in connection to the case. 
The victim discovered inside the Jackson Street home has been identified as 31-year-old Heather 
Smith.  33 year old Scottie Kincade is being held on preliminary charges of suspicion of murder 
and arson. According to a neighbor, Kincade and Smith lived in the home together at one time 
and it wasn't uncommon to see police there. Court documents also show Kincade had a history of 
violence toward Smith.

9-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
Police are investigating a car break- in and an armed robbery within minutes of each other on the 
north side of Lafayette. Police say at about 1:30 a man on foot approached the drive-through 
window of the Burger King on Greenbush Street. He broke the window, then broke into the cash 
register and got away with money. Minutes later, officers say a man matching that same 
description approached a Burger King customer, demanded money, and hit the victim in the head 
with a weapon. The car break- in, on Morton Street, was reported around the same time. Right 
now, police can't confirm if the same man is wanted for all three incidents.

9-29-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Lafayette police are looking for a man who may have fired shots at a vehicle. Sometime after 5 
pm yesterday, officers met with a 22 year old man who said he was driving with several other 
people in the car when they spotted someone they knew walking along Twyckenham Boulevard. 
Police say the man walking flagged them down. The Victim says when they pulled over near 
Twyckenham and old 231, the man started shooting at them.  No one in the group was hurt, and 
they say they don't know why their acquaintance would start shooting.



DIVERSITY

After years of planning and nearly five million dollars in funds a Lafayette food bank is now 
open at a new location.  Lafayette is making strides to help the homeless get off the streets, and 
into homes, thanks to the Shelter Plus Care program.  Fountain County residents continue to 
fight to bring life back to a covered bridge that was built before the Civil War.  Thanks to a 
$100,000 grant from the city of Lafayette, an area food bank can help fight food insecurity.     
The P.E. program at Frankfort High School is hoping for some help from the community.  News 
18's Cameron Hardin spoke with teachers and students and experienced first-hand the faulty 
equipment.



7-1-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 25)
After years of planning and nearly five million dollars in funds a Lafayette food bank is now 
open at a new location. Food Finders Food Bank held a ribbon cutting yesterday at 12-04 
Greenbush Street.  The newly renovated building has a larger pantry and a test kitchen where 
clients can sign up for cooking and nutrition classes. Food Finders is also operating a new 
warehouse three blocks away on North Tenth Street.

7-5-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:50)
Krav Maga is a type of self-defense used by the Israeli Defense Forces. It's known for its focus 
on real-world scenarios like being caught in an active shooter situation. And on July 16th, the 
Lafayette YWCA will host an active shooter training seminar where you'll learn how to use Krav 
Maga to defend yourself from an active shooter.

7-5-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 26)
Lafayette is making strides to help the homeless get off the streets, and into homes. All thanks to 
the Shelter Plus Care program. In the last eight years the program has helped 70 homeless people 
in Lafayette. The state of Indiana just approved another year of the program planning to accept 
20 more people. The program takes the 20 most vulnerable or chronic homeless people from 
Lafayette's Transitional Housing, and gives them housing and mental health resources.

7-7-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
A Florida woman who is visiting food banks across the country made a stop at Food Finders in 
Lafayette today. For two years, Jess Kurti's mission has been to volunteer at all two-hundred 
Feeding America Network Food Banks. She calls it her "Beast of Burden Challenge." Kurti says 
she hopes her efforts are showing people how hunger impacts their community, and how easy it 
is to help.

7-10-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
The American Red Cross has issued an emergency need for blood. This comes after hospitals 
have had a hard time keeping a steady supply this summer. But two blood donation organizations 
say donating is a simple way to save a life. 

7-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40)
That shooting happened right across the street from where two mayors were conducting a 
community event.  Both Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski and West Lafayette Mayor John 
Dennis were handing out lunches to kids at Claystone at the Crossing apartment complex when 
the shots rang out. Their visit was in association with Food Finders Food Bank, which visits 
lower- income areas to provide meals while school is out. Dennis says with all that's going on 
these days between police and protesters it's important for government and the public to find 
common ground and open up dialogue. They say programs like this can help do that for kids.

7-17-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:36)
A group of active police officers and civilian participants have been riding their bikes around 
Indiana for the past seven days. News 18's Brad Oppenheim met up with the group this morning 
and he tells us the meaning behind the ride.



7-18-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
Fountain County residents continue to fight to bring life back to a covered bridge that was built 
before the Civil War. Built in 1860, the Rob Roy bridge sits just outside Attica. It has been 
closed to vehicles since 2014 because of safety issues. Residents started to raise funds needed to 
make the bridge operational.  And since our original story aired earlier this month an anonymous 
donor came forward to cover the repairs needed. The residents told the commissioners about the 
donation at tonight's meeting. Because even with the funds raised, it's ultimately up to the 
commissioners to decide the fate of the bridge.

7-26-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 41)
In April, the YMCA started running a capital campaign to raise funding for upgrades to the 
building's infrastructure, youth programming and community services. Just a few days ago, the 
Clinton County Community Foundation got on board with the campaign and approved a 
matching grant of 1-hundred thousand dollars towards the campaign. Right now, the campaign 
sits at a total of $250,000.  Carol Price serves on the Board of Directors. She says the grant will 
go a long way.

7-29-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 26)
Every year thousands of children are injured due to the lack of car seats. With the help of 
Lafayette Bottle Gas and some Lafayette area residents.30 children will be receiving brand new 
car seats. New Lafayette Bottle Gas customers were given a fifty dollar rebate when they signed 
up in the Month of June. Those customers were given the chance to donate that money. Lafayette 
Bottle Gas then purchased car seats with the donations.

7-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
Philadelphia 76er forward, Carl Landry is back in Lafayette hosting his 8th annual basketball 
camp at Legacy Courts.  The former Boilermaker star welcomed campers from ages 8-17 both 
boys and girls.  A three-day camp. Landry and his coaches taught the kids basketball 
fundamentals and some basic life skills. Landry says while the campers do have fun it's also hard 
work.

8-1-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 32)
A Benton County boy is working hard this fair season to raise money to help support local 
veterans.  Today at the last day of the Benton County fair. 12 year old Will Harman sold his pigs 
for 53 hundred dollars. Harmon plans to donate his fair money to Lafayette Honor Flight He says 
he thinks his donation is the least he can do for the men and women who gave so much.  In the 
past four years   Benton County students have raised nearly 23 thousand dollars for Lafayette 
Honor Flights.  This fall, Harman will present the Gold Star Mothers with a check from today's 
auction.

8-1-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 26)
They're one of the newest forces in Greater Lafayette. And their fight is strong and their 
questions are hard. The Younger Women's Task Force of Greater Lafayette is a new group 
aiming to make women in the community more visible. They are also fighting for local women 
to have equal pay as well as equal access to education. But first the group is attending tonight's 
Lafayette City council meeting. Where gender identity will be a hot topic.



8-3-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
A Monticello daycare took a field trip today on a mission of generosity. The kids paid a visit to 
the White County Sheriff's office. There, they dropped off gift bags full of candy as a way to 
show their appreciation for the officers. In return, Sheriff Patrick Shafer and Community Service 
Officer Ryan Glover took the kids out to get a look at the police vehicles, complete with flashing 
lights. The sheriff's office says they'd like to thank the daycare and everyone in the community 
for the appreciation and support they've expressed lately.

8-6-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:52)
Body cameras are the changing the police world. But the devices are causing privacy and legal 
concerns.  So to learn more about the pros and cons. the NAACP hosted a body cam forum for 
police and the community.

8-18-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 2:10)
Artists are busy putting the finishing touches on their pottery artwork for the Annual Summer 
Potters Market. The masterpieces you can purchase are made by the Clay Potters Guild. These 
are the same local potters who donate to the YWCA's Clay Bowl Giving Project, which benefits 
the organizations Domestic Violence Intervention and Prevention Program.

8-25-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 22)
Food Finders Food Bank in Lafayette is sending help to Kokomo. The food bank will have 
trucks distributing food at a few different locations. Tomorrow and Monday at 3 p-m a Mobile 
pantry will be at the Kokomo Event Center

8-25-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 30)
The 2016 Hunger Hike is less than a month away and organizers are close to reaching their 120 
thousand dollar goal. The hike is a two day event with a five-K run on Saturday September 17th 
followed by a three K walk on Sunday the 18th in Downtown Lafayette. The event helps buy 
food for area food banks.  Purdue Women's Basketball Coach Sharon Versyp along with Purdue 
Rowing Coach David Kucik are honorary co-chairs this year. Versyp says the Hunger Hike 
makes a big impact in the community. Hunger Hike is less than a month away and organizers are 
close to reaching their 120 thousand dollar goal.

8-25-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20)
Boilermakers new to campus got to learn about some of the resources available at Purdue 
University.  The Black Cultural Center hosted the annual Boilerfest New Student Orientation. 
Students were introduced to the center along with organizations and support services. Organizers 
say it helps students adjust to such a large campus.

8-27-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 27)
Volunteers stuck it out through the rain and muggy conditions earlier today to help revitalize a 
few homes in Lafayette. It was all made possible as part of Huntington Bank's 150th anniversary. 
The bank pledged to complete 150 projects with Habitat for Humanity International within the 
six states the bank operates.  The Lafayette Habitat for Humanity received $10,000 to help 
upkeep on area homes.  One resident says she's thankful for the help.



8-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00)
There's another grand opening celebration taking place right now in Lafayette. A new 
community outreach facility in the Lincoln Neighborhood is opening its doors. Today, this 
neighborhood's dreams are coming true.  It's the grand opening for the Hartford hub and even 
though it's raining. You can see a lot of the community came out for this big day.  

8-31-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :23)
Thanks to a $100,000 grant from the city of Lafayette, an area food bank can help fight food 
insecurity.  Food Finders Food Bank is using green space behind its building to plant a 
community garden.  People who use the bank can sign up for gardening classes and learn how to 
grow their own vegetables.  

8-31-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:34)
The tornadoes that swept through central Indiana last week damaged more than buildings.  They 
also destroyed wildlife habitats and left many young animals without homes.  Many of them 
ended up at the Wildcat Creek Wildlife Center in Carroll County.  News 18's Kiyerra Lake 
reports how they're getting the help they need.

9-4-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:18)
A Lafayette organization is taking action to help end hunger in the community.  News 18's 
Kiyerra Lake reports on why Food Finders Food Bank needs your help.

9-13-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:30)
The Lafayette Police Department is getting help for its body-camera program.  News 18's 
Kiyerra Lake reports on the Lafayette Police Foundation's effort to support the force.

9-15-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15)
The P.E. program at Frankfort High School is hoping for some help from the community.  News 
18's Cameron Hardin spoke with teachers and students and experienced first-hand the faulty 
equipment.

9-17-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:19)
Runners are resting tonight after racing hard this morning to help those in need.  News 18's 
Kiyerra Lake reports how everyone in the race came out a winner by fighting to end hunger.

9-19-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)
Lafayette firefighters filled the boot, proving a little goes a long way.  This year's "Fill the Boot" 
campaign raised nearly $37,000.  Firefighters took donations at various stoplights over the last 
weekend in August.

9-23-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :29)
Wabash National is using golf to help raise money for organizations around the Greater 
Lafayette area.  Today the company handed out checks to Food Finders Food Bank, Wabash 
Center, and the United Way of Greater Lafayette.  The checks totaled $357,000, but Wabash 
rounded the total up to $400,000.



EDUCATION

In Attica, the school board is making progress on its corrective action plan to address an audit 
that revealed nearly one million dollars in misreported funds.  A partnership between Purdue 
University and Ivy Tech Community College will help fill a growing need in Indiana's aviation 
industry.  Purdue is preparing to ask for millions of dollars in state funding. News 18's Samantha 
Thieke reports what the university plans to do with the money if it's approved.
        



7-9-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :33)
Many fifth and sixth graders from around the world graduated from GERI camp this morning. 
The Gifted Education Resource Institute camp at Purdue hosts students from 25 states and seven 
different countries.  The students are encouraged to explore subjects they are most passionate 
about including fine arts, math and even crime scene investigation. After a week of discovery 
and teamwork. The students graduated today. One student who flew in all the way from 
Columbia says her favorite part about the week-long camp is making friends.

7-9-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:16)
Right now only a select few Hoosier children are receiving state-funded pre-K education. But 
that could change soon. News 18's Brad Oppenheim tells us how an Indiana lawmaker is looking 
to give all Hoosier children a chance to go to preschool. In its first year, the pilot program served 
more than 2-thousand children in the 5 counties that received funding.

7-24-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)
Two tattoo artist’s team up to raise awareness for homeless children in Lafayette. Krist Karloff 
and Robbie Ripoll organized an event called "Super Awesome Fun Time" through their non-
profit organization "Genius Love." Instead of charging for body art they gave away 5- thousand 
dollars’ worth of tattoos. Customers were asked to donate school supplies or give cash to pay for 
their new ink.  They ended up raising 17- hundred dollars and more than 100 backpacks among 
other school supplies for homeless kids. Karloff and Ripoll say the response from the community 
has been amazing.

7-25-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :34)
A new exhibit debuts at the Children's Museum of Indianapolis with several Purdue connections. 
It's called "Beyond SpaceShip Earth" and will feature the story of space exploration from 
NASA'S Project Mercury - which sent the first astronauts into space to the International Space 
Station. Purdue says it has provided 12 items for part of the exhibit called the "Indiana Astronaut 
Wall of Fame. “The items include Gus Grissom's 1960 appointment calendar, Eugene Cernan's 
selection letter for astronaut training and a U.S. flag flown aboard the Gemini 8 mission from 
Neil Armstrong and Dave Scott.The exhibit opens today.

7-25-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :41)
A group of Purdue students will be among the thousands of people in Philadelphia this week for 
the Democratic National Convention. Five grad students from Purdue's Polytechnic Institute took 
part in a competition put on by Germany-based software company SAP. Otherwise known as the 
Dynamite Data Diggers. The group went up against 4 teams in their category. They were given a 
data set and used SAP software to compile different data related to how different demographics 
look at voting. After presenting their findings, the group won their category, a trip to 
Philadelphia for the SAP summit and a chance to spend some time on the floor of the 
Democratic National Convention.

7-25-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)
In Attica, the school board is making progress on its corrective action plan to address an audit 
that revealed nearly one million dollars in misreported funds. Superintendent Derek Marshall 
says the board voted on several measures tonight like a school lunch charging policy. He says an 



interim treasurer is in place. He says the job is posted and there are several applicants. Also,  the 
corporation is in the process of interviewing subject matter experts for internal audits and to help 
with additional checks and balances.

7-27-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration  2:30)
Back to school supply shopping is getting more expensive at some schools. With new technology 
like iPads, laptops and tablets, schools are asking for tools that go along with it. We talk about 
what's on the list and what one superintendent says parents can expect in the future. But some 
parents can't afford all of the items on the list so that's why WLFI is teaming up with the 
Salvation Army in their Tools for School campaign where people can donate school supplies to 
families in need.  There's a box at the front entrance of Pay Less and several other locations you 
can find online at WLFI.com.

7-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)
A new report from the Indiana Commission for Higher Education says more people from Indiana 
are completing college. The report said between the years 2012 and 2015, the number of students 
earning a bachelor's degree in four years went up by 5 percent. Another four percent of students 
also finished their associate degrees in two years. The commission said the numbers are 
promising, but the state is going to have to keep pushing to continue to bring them up.

8-3-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 22)
The Wall That Heals and the mobile education center will be on display at Flora Park. 24 hours a 
day until Sunday. The wall is lit so even if you feel the need to visit after sundown you will be 
able to do so. 

8-5-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 24)
Another exhibit hosted by Purdue is using a more realistic approach to teach about the 
importance of veterinary care. The Purdue University College of Veterinary Medicine is hosting 
another year of surgery demonstrations at its Vet Camp It's all held in a tent with interactive 
displays. There’s lectures and demonstrations as well as hands on activities. Organizers say it's 
all about inspiring future generations with education.

8-8-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
A partnership between Purdue University and Ivy Tech Community College will help fill a 
growing need in Indiana's aviation industry. The co-enrollment program came about in 2014 
after GE Aviation said it would be assembling jet engines in Lafayette. Ivy Tech students will 
take courses at Purdue and Ivy Tech during the 2 year limited enrollment program. When 
finished, students will receive an associate’s degree from Ivy Tech and an F-A-A required power 
plant certification through Purdue.



8-10-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Administrators with the Tippecanoe School Corporation have been working hard over the 
summer to fill several teaching positions. But some may not be filled in time for the start of 
school next Tuesday. Assistant Superintendent Susan DeLong told the school board tonight at 
least 67 new teachers have been hired. She says that's a fairly typical number for TSC. However, 
there are still 3 or 4 positions still open which qualified substitutes will take over for the start of 
the school year.

8-16-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10)
Tippecanoe School Corporation is expanding its one- to- one technology initiative today. TSC 
has already tested chrome books and a new "Canvas" online system at both high schools and two 
of the six middle schools but now all secondary schools will join the program.

8-18-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:18)
An increase in enrollment is causing growing pains for the West Lafayette Community School 
Corporation. Enrollment in West Lafayette has grown by about 400 students over the last 5 
years.100 of those students just started this year. And it has faculty, staff and students adjusting 
to the influx of students.

8-19-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 34)
Some returning Purdue students got their first chance to show off a new recruitment tool today. 
The new musical theater group, Purdue Express, uses music, dancing and dialogue to encourage 
minority students to take that first step toward higher education. Through their performance, 
students explain what Purdue has to offer, as well as what a degree from Purdue can do for the 
student's future.  Today they performed the routine they've been rehearsing for the past week at 
Camp Tecumseh. Aside from busy class schedules the students are excited to hit the road.

8-22-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
The Lafayette School Corporation is holding steady in regards to enrollment this year. The 
school board was briefed on the numbers tonight. Superintendent Les Huddle says this year's 
numbers are comparable to last year's. But in the last four years there has been an increase of 400 
students. He says the construction at Sunnyside Intermediate School is a good example of how 
the corporation is working to maintain those numbers.

8-24-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
Research done at Purdue University explains how parents can be increasing their child's risk for 
obesity.  Experts say that with a small change in their daily habits that risk can go down.

8-26-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05)
Purdue is preparing to ask for millions of dollars in state funding. News 18's Samantha Thieke 
reports what the university plans to do with the money if it's approved.

8-30-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20)
A Purdue-led project will help the U.S Military detect doctored pictures and video. The media 
forensics project is funded by the U.S. Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency, or 



DARPA. The international team has almost four and a half million dollars to create tools to 
detect alterations.  

9-1-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 35)
The manufacturing industry is alive and well in the Greater Lafayette area and that means job 
opportunities for young people entering the workforce. Wabash National Corporation hosted 
more than 80 members of the Indiana Manufacturers Association at their Lafayette facility for a 
tour and to discuss the state of the industry. One of the biggest challenges for companies is 
educating workers for the increasingly technical advanced manufacturing field. A group from 
Ivy Tech Community College attended the summit.  Dean of Technology Aaron Baute says the 
jobs are out there and they are working to fill them.

9-9-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 27)
A dozen IU health employees left the office this morning to help keep kids in shape and fight 
childhood obesity. They met at Lafayette's Oakland Elementary to build a gaga ball pit. Gaga 
ball has become a pretty popular activity throughout the country during physical education 
classes, recess, after-school programs and camps. Organizers say it's important to do service 
projects like this to help cut down on the nation's obesity epidemic and help prevent onset 
diabetes later in life.

9-14-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 27)
A new testing center could be making its way to Purdue University.  The plan as of now, is to 
renovate Purdue's potter Library space into a testing center.  The center would be a place for 
students to take midterms, finals and even online testing.  Director of Digital Education Jon 
Harbor says the center would have special resources for students with learning disabilities.
Harbor says the main reason for the new center would be to prevent cheating.

9-14-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
The Tippecanoe School Corporation is using a new tool to track student success this school year. 
The NWEA MAP assessment test will measure each student's growth in English, math and 
language arts.   The test works like this, if students answer questions correctly, the questions get 
harder. If a student answers them incorrectly, they get easier.   The test will be given three times 
a year and will show how students are progressing.

9-15-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 31)
Area manufacturing companies and educators are putting their heads together to plan for the 
future workforce.  Greater Lafayette Commerce is hosting the Regional Workforce Summit in 
Lafayette. As more advanced manufacturing jobs move into the area the need for educated 
employees is growing. So organizers say this summit is an opportunity for companies to work 
with high schools and encourage students to choose careers in manufacturing. Tippecanoe 
School Corporation Superintendent Scott Hanback says it all starts with engaging students 
directly.



9-19-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
John Gregg teamed up with Glenda Ritz today announce a plan for more vocational education at 
the high school level. Gregg is running for governor on the Democratic ticket while Ritz, also a 
Democrat, is running for re- election as the State Schools Superintendent. Today, they toured the 
Washington Township facility where high school students from 12 school corporations can learn 
anything from computer repair to EMT training. 

9-20-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 34)
Area farmers are preparing to bring in this year's harvest and will soon be filling silos with corn. 
That’s why a farm Co-operative company is traveling the state to show what to do if someone 
falls on top of a grain pile and gets stuck. When a worker falls into a full silo the grain can act 
like quicksand, sucking the person down. Co-Alliance Cooperative is giving people the 
experience of being trapped and showing them how to get out safely.
It's called a Grain Engulfment Simulator. Today Ivy Tech students got to try it out. They say it 
was scary but learned lessons that can save lives.

9-25-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 45)
Students looking into graduate school should look no further than Purdue University. The 
first part of the Big Ten+ Graduate School Fair was held outside of Stewart Hall today. The fair 
is primarily for students pursuing graduate degrees in science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics, and related disciplines. 42 states and 85 universities were represented at the fair.

9-27-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 32)
Some local school children are learning what it means to be a Purdue Boilermaker. More than 
five-hundred elementary students from the Benton Community School Corporation, visited the 
university as a part of the Benton County Promise initiative. The goal is to get kids excited about 
going to college. University academic departments set up stations to teach students about the 
different majors Purdue has to offer, like Science, Liberal Arts and Agriculture. Liberal Arts 
Associate Dean Joel Ebarb says it's never too early to get kids thinking about their future.

9-28-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)
A Tippecanoe County elementary school teacher is receiving recognition for her work both in 
and out of the classroom. Gina Boyd of Mayflower Mill Elementary is the recipient of the John 
Morton Excellence in Teaching Award from the Council for Economic Education. It recognizes 
Boyd for teaching the importance of economics and financial education.
She also puts together after-school workshops to show other teachers how to incorporate 
economics into their coursework.  Boyd, who has been teaching for 24 years, says kids need to 
learn about money well before high school.

9-29-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28)
Students at a Tippecanoe County elementary school are getting a special treat for taking time to 
read.The Purdue Boilermaker Special pulled up to Wea Ridge Elementary to reward the top 
performers in this year's Read-a-thon. The Read-a-thon challenges kids to read 20 minutes a day 
after school. Today, the top six readers in each grade take a ride on the Boilermaker Special as a 
reward. Wea Ridge teacher Jackie Wilson says getting kids to read at a young age allows them to 
develop at a faster rate.



9-29-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05)
A new survey places Purdue fourth in the nation among public universities.
News 18's Samantha Thieke reports what Boilermakers say the ranking means to them and the 
degree they're earning. Purdue tied with UC Berkeley for fourth place on the list. It ranks 37th 
among all public or private institutions.

9-30-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration: 30)
Anyone seeking higher learning is invited to "Go Ivy" today. Ivy Tech Community College is 
holding Go Ivy Day at its Lafayette campus today.  The college is having an open house from 10 
am to 1 pm. Faculty and staff will be there to answer questions about admissions, financial aid 
and academics. You can even enter a drawing for a scholarship good for the cost of one three 
hour credit course. Head to the News 18 This Morning Facebook page for a link to an interview 
we had previewing the event.



TRANSPORTATION and INFRASTRUCTURE

While some neighbors living along a new sound barrier wall are thrilled, others say they got the 
short end of the stick.  The city is providing some new ways for people to get around downtown 
Lafayette. News 18's Alexis Moberger reports how a bike as well as a car share program is 
giving people more transportation options.  The Indiana Department of Transportation is 
changing traffic patterns on I-65 in Tippecanoe County.    
   



7-1-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :24)
Changes are coming to the traffic pattern in the southbound lanes of Interstate 65 in Tippecanoe 
County. The Indiana Department of Transportation says beginning tomorrow traffic will be 
diverted to the new median lanes from the Wabash River Bridge to about one mile north of State 
Road 26. The State Road 25 ramps will only be accessible from the right lane. INDOT 
encourages drivers to be aware of the changing traffic patterns.

7-5-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35)
While some neighbors living along a new sound barrier wall are thrilled, others say they got the 
short end of the stick. Four sound barrier walls are planned for I-65 north of State Road 26, but 
only one is complete so far. That wall is on the west side extending to Eisenhower Road in 
Tippecanoe County. While most residents say the noise was cut in half, Larry and Judy Polley 
say their noise got worse. That's because INDOT stopped building the wall halfway through their 
yard due to a ravine that starts on their property.  The Polley's wish they had the same benefit 
most of their other neighbors have like Terry Vandervate.

7-6-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :26)
Indiana Department of Transportation spokesperson Debbie Calder says a full hydraulic review 
was done before the overpass was installed. She says rocks were placed along a ditch line to slow 
the flow of any extra water. However she says INDOT will be looking into the problem to see if 
any additional steps need to be taken.

7-7-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :59)
A 10 million dollar plan is in the works for Loeb stadium in Lafayette. Part of it involves 
demolishing the more than 76 year old facility. While some may consider it the end of an era. 
Others may consider the plan a new beginning for Loeb. Either way, The city has signed an 
agreement with architecture firm American Structurepoint. And crews will begin demolition in 
August of 2017.

7-8-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :20)
The Indiana Department of Transportation is planning several short closures on the Sagamore 
Parkway Bridge Tuesday morning. They will start around 9 am and each one will last about 20 
minutes.  INDOT says the closures are necessary to remove several portions of the eastbound 
bridge structure.  The contractor anticipates two to four closures through early Tuesday 
afternoon.

7-10-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:30)
The city is providing some new ways for people to get around downtown Lafayette. News 18's 
Alexis Moberger reports how a bike as well as a car share program is giving people more 
transportation options.

7-10-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :26)
A quick traffic alert for drivers in Tippecanoe County that may cause some delays in your 
commute. Starting tomorrow, the Indiana Department of Transportation will be closing North 
River Road also known as Old State Road 43. The closure is scheduled to last for one month. 



Construction crews will be working on the demolition of the Sagamore Parkway eastbound 
bridge over the Wabash River.  INDOT says signs will be posted to assist drivers.

7-12-16 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :25)
You'll want to steer clear of the Sagamore Parkway Bridge. The eastbound bridge will be 
demolished this morning. INDOT will be closing Sagamore between Duncan Road and 
Nighthawk Drive for about 20 minutes at a time. That will start around 9 am.

7-20-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :55)
A family's mission to create an after-school program for kids and young adults with special need 
continues at the Tippecanoe County fairgrounds. Grant House was only weeks away from his 
26th birthday when has passed away. House, who was a 10 year 4-Her was born with a brain 
tumor. However, that didn't hold him back from putting a smile on someone's face every day. 
Now, his life and mission live on through his family as they are planning on building an after 
school and summer program called Grant's house.  T-shirts and beads have been on sale all week 
at the fair and nearly all the 4Hers and even judges can be seen with them on.  Grant's mother 
Tamara was the one who taught Grant to bead.  Something he continued to do for the rest of his 
life.

7-20-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)
Retail space that has sat empty for quite some time at Wabash Landing could soon become 
apartments. The proposal calls for a 5 story complex with 115 single bedroom apartments. It will 
be located behind Scotty's Brewhouse in the Wabash Landing Shopping Center. Parking is 
already available in a nearby garage. The area plan commission signed off on the proposal 
tonight. Area planners think the location is a good fit for apartments because it's an area where 
people can work, play and live.

7-22-16 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :28)
Construction on Purdue University's campus is ramping up one month before the first day of 
school. The intersection of Russell and Third Streets, along with the sidewalks, are closed. Crews 
are working on multiple projects, including the Russell Street project which is prompting this 
intersection closure. Russell Street has been closed from Stadium Avenue to State Street. This 
new closure will allow crews to work on the portion of Russell Street in the intersection. It's 
expected to last until August 12th.

7-28-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)
The Indiana Department of Transportation is changing traffic patterns on I- 65 in Tippecanoe 
County.  Crews will start making the change just before midnight on Friday. It will only last 
three hours but it will temporarily restrict access to State Road 25. The lane shift will run from 
mile marker 176 just before State Road 25 to mile marker 173. INDOT says both lanes should be 
back open by 3 A-M.

8-4-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
Purdue University President Mitch Daniels receives national recognition for his role in the State 
Street Project. Daniels was named the P3 Entrepreneur of the Year by The American Road and 



Transportation Builders Association. The award is given for contributions to public-private 
partnerships in transportation.  The association awarded Daniels for his part in launching a P3 
agreement with the State Street Project.  Daniels says this partnership is the first of its kind. He 
says these kinds of deals are all about keeping an open mind.

8-10-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20)
A resurfacing project on State Road 26 will cause lane restrictions beginning tomorrow in 
Tippecanoe County. The Indiana Department of Transportation says crews will patch 26 from 
the Warren-Tippecanoe County line to US 231. Flaggers will be in place to help drivers navigate 
through the lane closures. The project is expected to wrap up in November.

8-11-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 29)
Ground was broken on a new BMW facility this morning for Defouw Automotive in Lafayette. 
The site next to Defouw Chevrolet on Sagamore Parkway will be home to a new 24,000 square 
foot building called BMW of Lafayette. The new building is three times bigger than the old 
building and will be the only BMW certified collision center in central Indiana. Defouw General 
Manager and Owner Grant Gernhardt says the support of the community and employees has 
made the dealership grow.

8-15-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
The Clinton County Area Plan Commission continues to work on the county's wind ordinance. 
Executive Director Mark Mills says the APC first started looking at the ordinance in early June. 
The ordinance addresses what standards a potential wind farm would have to meet before being 
approved. Tonight, they talked about many things, including sound setbacks and lighting. Mills 
says they wanted to include the public throughout the process.

8-17-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 31)
A road project in Logansport is costing the city thousands of dollars. The city is adding a 
crossroad that includes left turn lanes and stoplights at the intersection of 18th and Main Streets. 
Mayor Dave Kitchell says the cost is increasing because workers are running into limestone. The 
further they dig the more it costs the city. The project has been in the works for five years. 
Construction began in March.  Kitchell says it's a state project that's being overseen by the 
Indiana Department of Transportation.

8-17-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)
The APC also signed off on a pub in West Lafayette for the corner of Yeager and Kalberer. The 
owner of Walt's Other Pub is behind that proposal. Also across the river, Lafayette Transitional 
Housing got the go ahead for a new center on Union Street.

8-22-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 28)
The new classrooms will be named after Gertrude Loeb who gave 3.2 million dollars.  2.2 
million dollars is going to construction and the other one million will be used for nurses and 
paramedics to further their education.



8-26-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05)
Purdue is preparing to ask for millions of dollars in state funding. News 18's Samantha Thieke 
reports what the university plans to do with the money if it's approved.

8-27-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25)
Children of all ages got a chance to explore life-size versions of some of their favorite toys. More 
than 30 different types of vehicles were showcased at the Hands on Transportation event. A fire 
truck, dump truck and police cars were part of the display outside Tecumseh Junior High. 
Citybus also offered free rides around the area.  

8-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:15)
Purdue University is home to a 15 million dollar facility to help end world hunger. The new 
facility will play a key role in Purdue University's effort to solve challenging global issues.  

8-29-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00)
Plans for a proposed wind farm move forward in Warren County. But not without opposition. A 
company called Orion Renewables wants to bring a wind farm to Warren and Benton Counties. 
We know it will be located in the southern third part of Benton County and run to State Road 28 
in Warren County. The company will invest 350 million dollars over the course of three phases, 
in which 35 to 50 wind turbines will be built in each phase. Just about an hour ago, after hearing 
from the public, the county council voted 4-3 to approve a tax abatement. Then. The 
commissioners voted 2-1 to approve an economic development agreement to continue progress 
on the project. The proposal will now head to the board of zoning appeals. An exact date has not 
been set for that, but more information about the exact locations of the wind farm will be 
available. 

8-30-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05)
Renovations totaling 30 million dollars are currently happening at Frankfort High School. It's all 
thanks to a referendum that was passed in May 2015. Tonight, the public was invited to check 
out the upgrades which includes air conditioning for the first time ever.

8-31-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00)
Proposed plans for a new elementary school are being met with opposition by members of a 
nearby West Lafayette neighborhood.  News 18's Samantha Thieke has more on why some are 
asking for a change to the proposed parking lot design.

9-2-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:01)
Labor Day travel is up 10- percent compared to last year according to a survey from Trip 
Advisor.  And with construction and Purdue's first home football game this weekend.. it's 
expected to be a busy weekend out on the roads.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan has more on what 
you can expect.

9-6-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)
The Indiana Department of Transportation reopened State Road 75 north of Frankfort six weeks 
ahead of schedule.  On May second, INDOT closed the highway at Clinton County Road 200 
North, about two miles north of US 421.



9-13-16 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :27)
The City of Lafayette is moving forward with the next phase in the Wabash River Promenade 
project.  Bidding opened up this morning for construction on the public portion of the 
promenade.  New steps will be built at Riehle Plaza, that will tie into the promenade, which will 
run between Riehle Plaza and Columbia Street.  The entire project is estimated to cost around 3 
million dollars.

9-15-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35)
McCutcheon High School is dealing with safety concerns on the home side bleachers at its 
football field.  Mavericks Athletic Director Ryan Walden says the bleachers are inspected every 
summer, however a concern was brought to his attention after their last home game.  Walden 
asked an engineering firm to inspect the bleachers again.  The firm recommended hiring a 
company to provide additional supports to ensure safety.

9-19-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40)
Plans for renovations and a new elementary school in West Lafayette were presented to the 
school board tonight.  Those plans now include changes based on concerns from the community.  
The proposed plans come after growing enrollment and growing infrastructure issues.  Happy 
Hollow Elementary would get a new building at the Burtsfield Gym site.

9-21-16 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :20)
A high-rise apartment complex for West Lafayette's downtown gets approval from the Area Plan 
Commission.  As News 18 has reported, "The Hub" will be built at Wood and Pierce Streets.
The plans call for 10 stories, 600 beds and three levels of parking.

9-23-16 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)
Researchers at Purdue are using the Sagamore Bridge construction to discover advancements in 
bridge technology.  Due to the type of soil where the bridge is being constructed, researchers are 
using large open- ended pipe piles for support.  Usually only closed- ended piles are used.  
Purdue professor and researcher Rod Salgado has been completing load testing on these piles to 
see how much force they can take.


