
 

WAAY-TV 

Issue-Responsive Programming 

January 1, 2019-March 31, 2019 

Community Issues Identified 

• Education 

• Politics 

• Crime & Public Safety 

• Health 

• Business, Technology & Economic Development  

 

Regularly scheduled programs on WAAY-TV: 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 4:30am-5:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 5:00am-6:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 6:00am-7:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 11:00am-12:00noon 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 4:00pm-5:00pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 5:00pm-5:30pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 6:00pm-6:30pm 



 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 10:00pm-10:35pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  S/S 5:00pm-5:30pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News   Sat       6:00pm-6:30pm  

• WAAY 31 Local News  S/S 10:00pm-10:35pm 

Each of the above programs represents locally-produced news which includes issues-related 
news stories and segments on issues of local importance.  Issue-responsive program segments 
are typically 1:00-3:00 segments. 

• WAAY 31 LawCall  Sun 10:35pm-11:05pm 

WAAY 31 LawCall is a locally-produced legal hotline where viewers are able to call and ask legal 
questions on a variety of topics. 

• WAAY 31 News Extra   Sa 6:00am-6:30am & 10:35pm-11:05am 

WAAY 31 News Extra is a conglomeration of news stories and issues that were big throughout 
the week.   

• Good Morning America M-F 7:00am-9:00am 

• World News Tonight  M-F 5:30pm-6:00pm 

• ABC News Nightline  M-F 11:35pm-12:05pm 

• Good Morning America S/S 7:00am-8:00am 

• This Week   Sun 8:00am-9:00am 

• World News Tonight  S/S 5:30pm-6:00pm 

The above programs are produced by ABC network news discussing issues-related stories and 
segments of national importance. 

The following is a list of some of the more significant community issues addressed by 
this/these station(s) for the quarter specified.  This listing is by no means complete, nor is the 
order in which these issues appear, intended to imply any degree of priority or significance of 
the issues. 
 

 



Education  

Busted Pipe Shuts Down School   
 Central High School in Lauderdale County announced on March 19th it was closing for 

the day, after school was already in session. 
 The cause was due to a busted water pipe and officials needing to make emergency 

repairs.  
 It aired in our Midday & 4pm newscasts.  

 
UNA Lawsuit    

 In March, a judge refused to dismiss a civil suit against the University of North Alabama.  
 It’s over a rape case that happened in 2017.  
 Judge said he expects case to go to trial.  
 Reporter did a live story for the 6pm newscast.  

 
Empty School Building    

 The Jackson County School board and Commission in February held a public meeting on 
a now empty school building.  

 They’re trying to figure out what to do with the old Paint Rock Valley school.  
 It was determined a 5 person board would be appointed to decide the schools fate.  
 Reporter did a story for the 5 pm newscast.  

 
School Board Member Acquitted   

 A court hearing was held in March for Huntsville City School board member Michelle 
Watkins.  

 She was accused of harassment charges.  
 A judge decided at that hearing to clear her of all charges. 
 Reporter did a live story at Midday, 4, & 5. 

 
Teen accused of sneaking onto school campus    

 In January we received a tip that a non-Huntsville City Schools student had sneaked onto 
a school campus and attended class for two who days before anyone noticed. 

 A school board member claimed to have all the information, while the superintendent 
claimed to know nothing about it.  

 The incident happened on January 8th and 9th. 
 Reporter did a live story in our 5 pm show.  

 
 

 
 
 



Politics 
 
Vice President Visit   

 Vice President Mike Pence made a trip to Huntsville at the end of March. 
 He was here to lead a roundtable meeting for the Space Council.  
 While here, he issued a challenge to NASA telling them he wants boots on the moon in 5 

years.  
 Multiple reporters followed this story with live reports in the Midday, 4, 5 & 6 pm 

shows.  
 

Government Shutdown  
 A government shutdown was underway in January.  
 It affected many workers on Redstone Arsenal as well as restaurants who depend on 

their business.  
 We did multiple stories with workers, TSA members, restaurants helping to feed those 

displaced workers, etc.  
 
Huntsville City Hall Move   

 In a March city council meeting, Huntsville Officials voted to move forward and 
continuing to look for a new city hall.  

 There were two proposals on the table, both were voted down, council decided on a 
third option to build and move city hall and sell the existing building.  

 Reporter did a live story in the 5 pm show.  
 

Governor Address Need for more Prisons   
 Governor Ivey released a statement on February 12th. 
 In the letter, the Governor said staffing levels are low and we need to improve that by 

upping the pay scale and improving recruiting efforts.   
 Anchors read the story in the 4 pm newscast.  

 
Parole Board Action Plan   

 The Governor and AG Steve Marshall discussed proposed changes to the parole board 
submitted by the board on February 4th. . 

 This comes after a long list of I-Team stories involving issues with the parole board 
involving a convicted criminal let of prison that, a week after being let out, turned 
around and allegedly killed 3 people.  

 The two wrote a letter saying they agree with some of the proposed changes, but not all 
of them and they want a timeline for changes to be implemented.  

 Reporter did a live story in the 6 pm show.  
 

 
 



Crime & Public Safety 
 
Decatur Doctor Accused of Sexual Assault   

 Doctor Michael Dick was arrested on March 29th for sexual assault.  
 He was already found guilty last year of sexual harassment of female patients.  
 Dr. Dick was at a medical license hearing when he was arrested. His license was revoked 

late year due to the conviction.   
 Anchors read a story in the 6 pm show.  

 
Police Chase & Shooting     

 On March 22nd we heard over the scanner a police chase that had started on UAH’s 
campus and was going through town.  

 We also heard over the scanner there was a shooting involved with that chase.  
 Huntsville Police eventually confirmed the chase did start on campus, and that it was a 

UAH campus officer who shot the driver of the car multiple times.  
 Reporter did live breaking news hits throughout the entire 2 ½ hour morning show.  

 
Judge in court for endangerment charge 

 A Scottsboro Judge was in court on February 1st for an endangerment charge.  
 The judge learned if he followed the courts rules for a year, his charge would be 

dismissed.  
 He was arrested in October of 2018, just a few days after he was appointed to the 

bench. 
 A reporter did a story on the judge for the 5 pm show.   

 
Morgan Co. Sheriff’s pleads guilty 

 The Morgan Co. Sheriff was in court on January 10th.   
 He entered a guilty plea on for misdemeanor change for failing to file a tax return.  
 Sentencing is set for May 13th.  
 Anchors read a story 6 pm show.  

 
Lauderdale Co. Man arrested for sex abuse charges   

 Happened in January.  
 Investigators told us they arrested a 31 year old man for sodomy, abuse of a child and 

child pornography.  
 We learned he’s accused of abusing a family friend’s 8 year old child. 
 We talked with a family friend who said the mom found out about the abuse when she 

borrowed the suspect’s phone.  
 Live report in the 4 pm show.   

 

 



Health 
 
Hepatitis A Outbreak      

 Health officials announced on March 19th the Hep A outbreak in North Alabama was 
continuing to grow with Jackson and Dekalb counties at risk.  

 We learned there is a vaccine that can reduce the risk of contracting the disease.  
 In all there were 35 reported cases in our viewing area. 
 Anchors read the story for the 5 pm show.   

 
Flu Outbreak       

 Some local schools announced in January they were closing due to the flu.   
 Four districts in all were affected by the outbreak.  
 Anchors read the story in the 4 pm show.  

 
Volunteers Tracking Opioid Addiction       

 A group of volunteers announced in January they would start tracking opioid addiction 
in Madison County. 

 They’re part of a task force that met with Huntsville & Madison Police, medical groups 
and recovering addicts.  

 They plan to create a master plan on how to combat addiction. 
 Reporter did a live story in the 5 pm show.   

 
Blood test could predict Alzheimer’s        

 A new report came out that said blood tests could predict Alzheimer’s disease 16 years 
in advance. 

 Happened in February.   
 A WAAY 31 reporter looked into the test and talked with local doctors and a family who 

had been affected by the disease.  
 Reporter did a story for the 6 pm show.  

 
Vaping Banned in Public       

 In February the Decatur City Council voted to no longer allow vaping in restaurants, bars 
and other places in the city.  

 They made the ban while trying to amend its smoking ordinance to include e-
cigarettes. .  

 Reporter talked with residents and council members. 
 Live report in the 5 pm show.   

 
 
 



 
Business, Technology & Economic Development  
 
Huntsville New Amphitheater    

 In January at a city council meeting, members proposed building a new amphitheater.  
 It would cost tax payers between $35-40 million and be a part of the MidCity 

development.  
 Council members voted to move on to the next phase which is coming up with a design 

phase.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 10 pm show.  

 
New Hotel Coming to Town Madison    

 On February 4th it was announced a new hotel would be built in the new Town Madison 
complex.  

 It’s going to be a Hilton Garden Inn.  
 The new hotel joins a list of already packed new businesses, including a new baseball 

stadium.   
 Live reporter story at 10.  

 
Customers Mad at Redline Steel  

 We did the story on January 31st talking with customers about how they still had not 
gotten Christmas presents from local company Redline Steel.  

 Owners of the company said they were behind on orders due to equipment issues, 
but that they were making up for it by not taking any new order and working over 
to get out existing orders.  

 Redline Steel is a local company that makes custom steel signs.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 5 pm show.  

 
ShoalsFest Announced     

 On March 19th the first ever ShoalsFest was announced.  
 It will be held in Muscle Shoals and put on by grammy winning & local artist Jason Isbell.  
 Only 5,000 tickets will be sold and they’re about $100.  
 The two day concert is expected to bring a big tourism boost to the area.  
 Anchors read the story on camera.  

 
Veterans Skilled Trades    

 We did a story on March 4th about Veterans getting back into the work place with a 
skilled trade job. 

 Talked with several veterans who went back to school for those trades.  
 We also broke down top trade jobs out there.  
 Reporter story ran in the 5 pm show.  

 


