
 

WAAY-TV 

Issue-Responsive Programming 

April 1, 2019-June 30, 2019 

Community Issues Identified 

• Education 

• Politics 

• Crime & Public Safety 

• Health 

• Business, Technology & Economic Development  

 

Regularly scheduled programs on WAAY-TV: 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 4:30-5:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 5:00-6:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 6:00am-7:00am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 11:00am-12:00noon 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 4:00pm-5:00pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 5:00-5:30pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 6:00-6:30pm 



 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 10:00-10:35pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News  M-F 12:05am-12:35am 

• WAAY 31 Local News  S/S 5:00-5:30pm 

• WAAY 31 Local News   Sat       6:00-6:30pm  

• WAAY 31 Local News  S/S 10:00-10:35pm 

Each of the above programs represents locally-produced news which includes issues-related 
news stories and segments on issues of local importance.  Issue-responsive program segments 
are typically 1:00-3:00 segments. 

• WAAY 31 LawCall  Sun 10:35-11:05pm 

WAAY 31 LawCall is a locally-produced legal hotline where viewers are able to call and ask legal 
questions on a variety of topics. 

• WAAY 31 News Extra   Sa 6:00-6:30am & 10:35-11:05am 

WAAY 31 News Extra is a conglomeration of news stories and issues that were big throughout 
the week.   

• Good Morning America M-F 7:00am-9:00am 

• World News Tonight  M-F 5:30pm-6:00pm 

• ABC News Nightline  M-F 11:35pm-12:05pm 

• Good Morning America S/S 7:00am-8:00am 

• This Week   Sun 8:00am-9:00am 

• World News Tonight  S/S 5:30pm-6:00pm 

The above programs are produced by ABC network news discussing issues-related stories and 
segments of national importance. 

The following is a list of some of the more significant community issues addressed by 
this/these station(s) for the quarter specified.  This listing is by no means complete, nor is the 
order in which these issues appear, intended to imply any degree of priority or significance of 
the issues. 



 

Education  

Huntsville Anti-Bullying Forum   
 A school board member held an anti-bullying forum in April to teach kids and parents 

what to watch out for.  
 Several weeks earlier a freshmen committed suicide after being bullied, though the 

district said the forum was already planned before that happened.  
 Reporter did a live story at 10.  

 
Madison City New Pre-K Zoning    

 The school board announced on May 1st new guidelines for Pre-K in the next school 
year.   

 It’s to help cut down on overcrowding and to plan for future growth. 
 The plan calls for kids to be split between two schools depending on what high school 

they’ll go to.  
 Reporter was live in the 10 pm show.  

 
Huntsville BOE New District Member     

 Huntsville City Council voted a selected a new district 5 school board member on June 
27th. 

 It came after former district member Pam Hill announced she was stepping down in 
May.  

 The board voted unanimously to approve Carlos Mathews.  
 Was a story in our 10 pm show. 

 
Madison County School Time Change   

 It was announced in June that Madison County Elementary Schools will start dismissing 
students later for the 2019-2020 school year. 

 The school board said kids will now be dismissed 15 minutes later.  
 Reporter did a story in the 6 pm newscast talking with parents and administrators about 

the issue.  
 
Athens High School Brawl    

 Happened in April.  
 A brawl broke out on campus at Athens High School involving at least one parent and 

kids.  
 Some people we talked with claimed it was racially motivated.  
 Extra security was added to the school.  
 Several reporters followed up on this story in multiple newscasts.  

 
 



 
Politics 
 
New Abortion Ban Law   

 The State House of Representatives passed an abortion measure in April that would 
make it almost illegal for a woman to get one in the state.  

 WAAY 31 talked with the sponsor of the bill who said her aim to have this bill be a 
jumping off point to overturn Roe V Wade on the national level.  

 The bill now moves to the senate.  
 Reporter did a live story at 6. 

 
Hate Crime Law   

 Did the story on May 2nd.  
 There’s a new hate crime bill making its way through the state legislature that would 

add police and the LGBTQ community to the protection list.  
 We talked with the bill’s sponsor and advocacy groups.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 4. 

 
Roy Moore Announces Senate Run    

 Controversial politician Roy Moore announced in June his run for Senate in 2020.  
 Moore lost in 2018 to Doug Jones in a special election. 
 The President had asked Roy Moore not to run.   
 Anchors read a story in the 4 pm show.  

 
 New Chemical Castration Law    

 Alabama lawmakers passed a bill in the legislative session that says child sex offenders 
will have to have chemical castration as part of their parole.  

 Governor Ivey signed the bill in June.  
 We dug into the new law to see if it applied to women and found out the law does not 

specify a gender. 
 Reporter did a live story in our 6 pm newscast.    

 
Sheffield Smoking Ban  

 Sheffield City Council decided at their June 19th meeting to delay a vote over their 
smoking ban.  

 The ban went into effect in October and stated people could not smoke in public places. 
 Reporter did a live story in the 5 pm newscast. 

 
 

 
 



 
Crime & Public Safety 
 
Murder Charges Dropped Against Suspect   

 A man arrested in April for murder was let go after sitting in jail for a month.  
 The man’s lawyer was able to prove his client was at a gas station in another state at the 

time the murder was committed.    
 Charges were dropped, however due to a law in Alabama the charge will always stay on 

his record.  
 Live reporter at 6.   

 
VA Nursing Home Investigation    

 On May 2nd the commissioner of the Alabama Dept. of Veterans Affairs said they had 
completed an investigation into a local VA nursing home.  

 Allegations were made in April that vets were being mistreated, abused and ignored at 
the Tut Fann nursing home.  

 The investigation found no abuse or neglect was happening.  
 Reporter did a live report in the 4.  

 
Man Arrested after posting video of Attack Squirrel  

 Happened in June.  
 A man first posted a video on Facebook showing his squirrel who he claimed was his 

attack squirrel. Neighbors commented saying the man fed the squirrel meth.  
 Deputies in Limestone County went to arrest him after the video and didn’t find the 

man, but found the squirrel and released it into the wild.  
 The man posted another video saying he had been reunited with the squirrel then went 

on the run for a few weeks.  
 Deputies finally arrested the man on drug charges. 
 Reporters did several stories throughout multiple shows.   

 
Investigation Into Man Posing as Cop  

 Happened in May in Muscle Shoals.  
 A woman reported the incident saying a man pretending to be a cop pulled her over.   
 Reporter did a live hit in the 6.  

 
FBI Training Workshops for Worship Leaders  

 Happened in June. 
 The FBI led a workshop to show worship leaders how to protect themselves from an 

active shooter.  
 Reporter did a live hit in the 4. 

 



 
 
 
Health 
 
Measles Outbreak      

 On April 23rd the Alabama department of health released a statement saying someone 
with the measles had traveled through Alabama in our viewing area and stopped at a 
Chick-Fil-A.  

 We learned the person made two stops.  
 The health department said there had been no confirmed cases of the measles so far in 

the state.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 4 & 5 pm newscasts.  

 
Teen Vaping       

 On April 30th, the Madison Count School district held a forum for parents and students 
on teen vaping.  

 They broke down the 2017 survey numbers of teen vapers.  
 School officials told us they’ve been catching more students in the hallways with e-

cigarettes.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 6 pm show.  

 
Hep A Outbreak       

 The Alabama Department of Public Health says Jackson, Dekalb & Marshall counties are 
under a Hep A Outbreak.  

 That was declared in May.  
 Officials set up several vaccination locations where people could get free Hep A 

vaccines. 
 Reporter did a live story in our 5pm show.  

 
Heat Related Death       

 In late May a man died at a Huntsville gas station from heat.  
 First Responders said the man was dehydrated and didn’t have access to air. 
 Reporter did a live hit at 5 and we followed it up with reminders for being out in the 

heat.   
 
Certified Nurse Midwife at HSV Hospital        

 We did the story in June.  
 For the first time in 20 years, a certified nurse midwife is on staff and delivering babies 

at Huntsville Hospital.  
 The change comes after an update to the bylaws. 



 Reporter did a live story at 5.   
 

Business, Technology & Economic Development  
 
Robots at Toyota Engine Plant   

 We did a story on May 2nd about robots and humans working together at the Toyota 
engine facility.  

 The plant recently announced an expansion and said there are 8 robots working at the 
plant now and by the end of 2019 they hope to have 15 more.  

 Reporter did a PKG in the 6.  
 
New Hotel Groundbreaking    

 The latest groundbreaking for the newest addition to Town Madison happened on April 
28th.  

 The Avid hotel will be the first of its kind in the Southeast.  
 It joins other developments like the new Trash Pandas baseball stadium, other hotels 

and a Duluth Trading Company store.   
 Live reporter story at 10.  

 
New Airplane introduced for Silver Airways   

 In May a brand new plane for Silver Airways was introduced at Huntsville 
International Airport.  

 Huntsville was one of the first airports to receive the new ATR 600.  
 Reporter did a live shot in the Midday newscast.  

 
2nd Annual Hydrofest    

 Happened on Lake Guntersville the last weekend in June.  
 City Officials and organizers say over 5,000 tickets were sold this year with every hotel 

booked.  
 Last year the event brought in millions in revenue for the city.  
 Reporter did a live story in the 4,5, & 6.  

 
Remote Shoals Program Offering Incentives to Move     

 We did a story in June with The Shoals Economic Authority. 
 They are offering people up to $10,000 to work remotely in the Shoals.  
 City Officials told us they are mostly interested in tech companies.  
 Reporter did a story that aired at 4.  

 
 


