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It has been determined that the following issues of concern were addressed through 

programming directed to Syracuse and Central New York: 

 

1. Community event information 

2. Culture  

3. Education 

4. Public Safety and Health 

 

Program Title:   Your Community Connection (locally produced) 

Schedule:            Sunday 6:00 am – 6:30 am 

Dates:                  4/1/2022 – 6/30/2022 

 

Program Description:  Your Community Connection keeps listeners informed of 

current and future scheduled events happening within the listening area and also 

includes community and cultural events as well as information on upcoming courses 

for self-improvement and education. 

 

Topics: 

 

4/3/22: Chadwick Residence – Guest: Jenni Gratien, Executive Director – Jenni 

gave us a brief intro to the purpose of the Chadwick Residence.  Chadwick opened 

its doors to homeless women and children in the fall of 1986. It was named in honor 

of former patron and board member Axilda Chadwick, who was a longtime 

advocate for women, the elderly, education and literacy.  For over three decades, 

women have successfully completed programs in nursing and childcare while others 

have received degrees from Onondaga Community College, Le Moyne College and 

Syracuse University. Helping the women reach their goals fulfills the Chadwick 

Residence mission to empower women to develop the knowledge and skills necessary 

to achieve independence and self-sufficiency.  Chadwick is constantly looking for 



volunteers and financial gifts to continue our mission and offer the quality 

programming that leads our residents to independence. – Website: 

www.chadwickresidence.org Phone: 315-476-6554 

 

4/10/22: Peace, Incorporated – Guest: Carolyn Brown, Executive Director – Carolyn 

spoke about the purpose of PEACE, Inc.  It is Onondaga County’s federally 

designated Community Action Agency. As part of the national network of 

Community Action Agencies, PEACE, Inc. seeks to help people become more self-

sufficient by strengthening families, improving the conditions in which people live, 

encouraging people to own a stake in their own community, and developing 

partnerships with other organizations, businesses, and individuals to support these 

efforts.  Among its goals are helping people in the community realize their potential 

for becoming self-sufficient, offer programming and training to provide families 

with the necessary tools and skills to move from poverty to self-sufficiency, and to 

serve all individuals regardless of race, color, religion, creed, gender, national 

origin, age, disability, marital or veteran status, or any other legally protected 

status.  Peace, Inc. offers many other additional programs which are all listed on 

their website: www.peace-caa.org.  Phone: 315-470-3300 

 

4/17/22: Father Champlin’s Guardian Angel Society – Sarah J. Ioele, Executive 

Director – Sarah discussed that the organization was founded when Father Joseph 

Champlin in 1997 saw that children were not graduating from high school. The 

graduation rate was about 38% at that time and he found that to be unacceptable.  

Children from K through 12th grade needed support, and he wanted to give it to 

them. The majority of the children served come from very underprivileged and very 

diverse backgrounds. They do not turn away any child based on their faith and 

Father Champlin was a person of great acceptance. These students would never 

have been able to afford a private education and the donors support them to have 

scholarships so they can attend parochial school.  We followed up with Sarah to chat 

about the Kentucky Derby Fundraiser Party coming up on May 7, 2022.  The event 

takes place in the Grand Ballroom at the Marriott Syracuse Downtown.  Guests will 

be called to the post to view the race live, pick a pony, dress in fancy hats and 

bowties.  Attendees can enjoy a delicious derby-themed buffet, and whiskey tastings 

provided by 10th Mountain Whiskey & Spirit Company all the way from Vail, CO.  

There will also be dancing and live music provided by the legendary band Atlas!  

Guests will also have a chance to win fabulous prizes and participate in silent 

auction items. Website: www.guardianangelsoc.org. Phone 315-422-7218 

 

4/24/22: Operation Northern Comfort – Guest: Laurel Flanagan – CEO 

Operation Northern Comfort is an organization of community volunteers to help 

provide accessibility to those in need.  Laurel discussed this year, ONC volunteers 

have built 11 ramps and taken on numerous auxiliary projects such as building 

handrails or fixing steps to make local homes more accessible. Laurel also spoke 

about the organization’s upcoming fundraiser The Syracuse Crawfish Festival 

which will take place Saturday May 7
th
, 11am -7pm in Clinton Square, with 

proceeds going toward the funding of their various projects. The event will once 



again feature Cajun-style freshly imported foods ranging from crawfish to shrimp. 

There will also be vendors and crafters along with live music throughout the day. 

Last year, the event was held only as a grab-and-go event because of the COVID-19 

pandemic. Laurel said it'll be a pleasant sight to see people again.  There is no 

admission cost, but there is a cost for food.  Operation Northern Comfort originally 

formed to help communities recover from Hurricane Katrina and has continued 

ever since. 

 

5/1/22: Longhouse Council, Boy Scouts of America – Guest: Grey Rolland – Scout 

Executive – Grey discussed scouting in general and that now 10% of the 

membership is young ladies.  There was an in depth conversation in regard to the 

upcoming 54
th
 annual Scout Power event on May 4

th
 at the Syracuse OnCenter 

Convention Center.  The Keynote speaker is to be the NFL’s and former Syracuse 

University Quarterback Donovan McNabb.  There was also a bit of history 

discussed regarding speakers at previous Scout Power events.  Currently, there is an 

appeal to send kids to camp and information of the various camps available.  It was 

also discussed how scouting helps with lifetime goals, and how individuals can get 

involved in the programs offered.  Website: www.cnyscouts.org – Phone: 315-463-

0201.   

 

5/8/22: Hope for Heather – Guest: Frieda Weeks – President/Founder – Frieda 

discussed about spreading awareness and letting people know about the symptoms 

of ovarian cancer. She discussed that those gone before us can sometimes provide 

inspiration for us to help others.  Frieda lost her daughter, Heather, to cancer in 

2008.  Ovarian Cancer is the leading cause of death from gynecological cancers in 

the United States and the fifth leading cause of cancer death among American 

women.  Each year, approximately 20,000 American women are diagnosed with 

ovarian cancer and about 15,000 women die of the disease.  Hope for Heather's 

mission is to raise funds to support ovarian cancer research, to promote education 

and awareness, and to help to provide comfort to women and their families 

devastated by cancer.  Frieda spoke about the many upcoming fund raising events 

including where to get help, and how to donate. She encourages everyone to learn 

more about the Hope for Heather campaign.  Website: www.hopeforheather.org. 

 

5/15/22: American Red Cross – Guest: Lisa Mistretta, Manager, Donor Recruitment 

– Lisa spoke about the Red Cross presence in the Central New York community in 

many different ways such as disasters, fire, and primarily blood donations.  Making 

sure blood is on the shelves and available when needed is of primary importance.  

Lisa gave information about the various current blood drives, how to give blood, 

and that blood demand goes up during the summer months.  She also spoke about 

the current in initiative with Stewart’s Ice Cream shops.  It’s called “Give a pint get 

a pint!”  The Red Cross and Stewart’s have teamed up for this drive for the past 7 

years.  It is a tremendous program to help encourage the giving of blood during the 

entire month of June.  Website: www.redcross.org. Phone: 315-234-2200. 

 



5/22/22: Rise Above Poverty – Guest: Reggie Kelley, Founder/Executive Director – 

The organization was founded to bring community awareness and engagement to 

end the socio-economic issues of homelessness and poverty in the Syracuse City 

School District by providing life essentials, educational training, and mentorship to 

the underserved youth in our community.  Reggie told us The Syracuse City School 

District is number 1 for the number of homeless students in New York State outside 

of New York City. One in 10 Syracuse City School District students are homeless, 

and nearly half of Syracuse children are living in poverty.  Rise Above Poverty 

strives to provide students the chance to advance out of poverty where it is a chance 

many people didn’t think they could.  Rise Above Poverty is a donation-based non-

profit organization providing students living in poverty with necessities such as 

underwear, soap, hygiene products, socks, and winter coats/jackets. Engaging the 

community in the discussion of the damaging effects of homelessness and poverty in 

Syracuse, and mobilizing the community to take actionable responses to address the 

growing issue is a necessity.  Website: www.riseabovepovertysyr.org  Phone: 315-

937-4321 

 

5/29/22: Syracuse Habitat for Humanity – Guest: Sarah Bruce, Executive Director – 

Sarah discussed that Syracuse Habitat for Humanity has built or renovated over 85 

homes across Onondaga County in the last 30+ years.  Most funds come from 

individual donors. The remaining sources of funding come from faith communities, 

foundations, organizations, and businesses. They are an Equal Opportunity Builder 

and Lender.  To qualify, a family must have an income too low to qualify for a 

conventional mortgage, must live in substandard housing conditions, and have a 

willingness and ability to partner with Syracuse Habitat for Humanity through 

volunteer work and in order to repay the mortgage.  Further, an applicant’s income 

must be no more than 60% of HUD guidelines and must be living in substandard 

housing.  Also, it has to be established that an applicant must demonstrate a 

willingness to pay mortgage payments and have a decent credit report as well as a 

willingness to partner with Habitat and work 300 sweat equity hours.  Website: 

www.syracusehabitat.org – Phone: 315-422-2230. 

 

6/5/22: Girl Scouts of NYPENN Pathways – Guest: Sharon Bower, Project Advisor 

– Sharon spoke on behalf of the NYPENN Girl Scouts about the upcoming wellness 

event at Tailwater Lodge in Altmar.  It focuses on anxiety and depression in 

teenagers in the ages of 13 to 18.  There are going to be speakers from Liberty 

resources, Helio health, and more including breakout tables with more information. 

There will be a creative art station, information on pet therapy and the girl Scouts 

are going to have a motivational table. There will also be a dance after the wellness 

event with a local DJ.  Ms. Bower has been a pediatric nurse for over 40 years.  

Website: www.gsnypenn.org – Phone: 315-698-9400 

 

6/12/22: Women’s Opportunity Center – Guest: Amy Canavan, Deputy Director –  

Amy discussed that the Women's Opportunity Center advocates for women 

reaching their career goals by also helping women obtain the future they’ve always 

dreamt about by earning economic stability and the freedom they desire.  In doing 



so, they can strive to achieve the work/life balance they so desperately deserve.  Amy 

also gave a bit of a history.  The Women's Opportunity Center evolved from a local 

group formed in a woman's kitchen in 1979 with members helping displaced 

homemakers enter the workforce after a divorce, separation, or widowhood. Since 

then, the WOC has been part of the statewide Displaced Homemakers Program, 

which presently includes 13 centers across New York State.  The Syracuse program 

has helped thousands of women in Onondaga County develop and implement 

vocational goals on their path to economic independence.  They always welcome 

volunteers and donations.  Website: www.womensopportunity.org – Phone: 607-

272-1520. 

 

6/19/22: Syracuse Northeast Community Center – Guest: Donna Moore, Director of 

Workforce Development – Donna discussed that at the Syracuse Northeast 

Community Center they engage, grow, and connect neighbors. It is a neighborhood-

based community center, and a front-door, through which neighbors can connect 

with services and engage in programs that build self-reliance and well-being. 

Individuals who come to them in emergencies are provided stabilizing services, 

assessed to design a program of intervention, with referrals to their many 

community partners.  Website: www.snccsyr.org – Phone: 315-472-6343 ext. 231 

 

6/26/22: Alzheimer’s Association Central New York Chapter – Guest: Cathy James, 

CEO - Cathy talked about the numbers of persons afflicted and nationwide there 

are about six million Americans living with Alzheimer’s disease. In New York State, 

there are approximately 410,000 persons.  By 2025, it is expected the number will 

increase to 460,000. She stressed the 800-272-3900 number where individuals can 

reach a dementia care expert around the clock. The Syracuse Chapter provides 

services and day care programs in our area are available.  Cathy also spoke about 

the recent Longest Day fundraiser. It signifies that every day for a caregiver can be 

the longest. The event is to shed light on all the caregivers and individuals living 

with Alzheimer’s and to elevate that conversation. June is also Alzheimer’s and 

Brain Awareness Month. You choose an activity that may be meaningful for you or 

may be meaningful for someone that you’re doing this in honor or in memory of.  

Cathy reminded our audience that donations are always accepted via their website.   

Website: www.alz.org/centralnewyork - Phone: 315-472-4201 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


