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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO NEW YORK CITY

ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

IN THE

2ND QUARTER, 2014

1. PUBLIC INTEREST: Issues of concern include information about pet over--
population and reducing the number of pets euthanized each year; Information 
about preserving the arts in New York City;  More awareness about relief efforts in 
hurricane torn areas, and about emergency help in the U.S.; Awareness about the 
institution that is New York Fashion Week and also about organizations dedicated 
to helping emerging talent. 

2. YOUTH ORIENTED ISSUES:  Issues of concern include awareness about Mentoring 
Month and programs and services available NYC children; information about 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome; Awareness about early literacy programs; 
Information about teen suicide prevention and help available to college students 
suffering from depression; More awareness about first quality pediatric care; 
Information about free dance programs available to NYC youth; Awareness about 
services available to disable young people.

3. ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES:    Issues of concern include more awareness about 
efforts to conserve land and agriculture, and education about better conservation 
practices; Information about ways to protect forests & ecosystems; Awareness 
about the toxic affects of discarded cell phones, and benefits of recycling them.

4. HOMELESSNESS & HUNGER:  Awareness about housing services for homeless 
people with AIDS; Information about humanitarian agencies helping to reduce 
chronic hunger and malnutrition around the world; Information about 
organizations providing services such as substance abuse and counseling to 
homeless New Yorkers; More information about free food deliveries for the 
homebound elderly.

5. HEALTH: Issues of concern include information about heart disease as it relates to 
women, and signs and symptoms of the disease; More information about drug and 
alcohol abuse treatment centers; Awareness about suicide and depression and 
places to get help; Information about AIDS today, and the need for continued 
awareness and preventative measures; Better awareness about breast cancer.



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS

WCBS-FM PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES:

WWFS PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES:

1. “FM” Sundays, 6:00am – 7:00am
April 2014 – June, 2014

This show addresses issues of significant concern to 
the residents of the New York City Tri-State area.

Produced and hosted by Deborah Gordon 



WWFS-FM QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT
FIRST QUARTER 2014

(APRIL 1, 2014 THROUGH JUNE 30, 2014)

MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE: PUBLIC INTEREST
 
FM
April 6, 2014
6:00 am
29 minutes of a 60-minute program

Little Shelter Animal Rescue
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Maryanne Chernofsky, President

Little Shelter Animal Rescue and Adoption Center, is 
one of Long Island's oldest no-kill shelters, and is dedicated to saving all 
companion animals whose lives are in jeopardy.  The organization’s 
mission is to end pet overpopulation and place all dogs and cats in loving 
homes.  Provided details about the state of animal shelters and sanctuaries 
during the economic downturn.  Discussed the organization’s efforts to 
rescue animals from kill facilities, and their variety of programs including a 
100% spay/neuter program.  Also discussed the need for continued funds 
for Little Shelter’s rehabilitation of sick and un-socialized pets, and 
stressed that all contributions directly to their programs.  

FM
April 13, 2014
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

Parsons Dance 
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: David Parsons, Founder

Parsons Dance was founded in New York City in 1985 
and is committed to building new audiences for contemporary dance by 
creating American works of art to engage audiences throughout the world. 
The company tours regionally, nationally and internationally.  Discussed 
the many free outreach programs Parsons offers to young people including 
summer programs, student performances, lecture-demonstrations, and 
master classes.  Also discussed how Parsons Dance positively impacts 
children, students, and the community, and maintains its relevance in a 
rapidly changing society.  ALSO SEE YOUTH ORIENTED ISSUES.



ISSUE: PUBLIC INTEREST (continued)  

FM
April 27, 2014
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

World Food Programme
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Bettina Luescher, Spokesperson

The World Food Programme, formed in 1962, is part of 
the United Nation’s and is the world’s largest humanitarian agency fighting 
hunger worldwide.  The objectives of the organization include helping to 
reduce chronic hunger and malnutrition around the world, and restoring 
and rebuilding lives after emergencies.  Spotlighted the World Food 
Programme’s  hurricane recovery efforts, and  Bettina discussed what the 
organization is doing to help hurricane torn areas in the aftermath, 
including providing 3 million meals, nutrition biscuits and water to the 
people in the region. 



ISSUE: PUBLIC INTEREST (continued)  

FM
April 27, 2014
6:00 am
27 minutes of a 60-minute program

American Red Cross 
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Jonathan Aiken, Spokesperson

Spotlighted the American Red Cross’  relief efforts.  
Jonathan stressed the fact that the best way to help is not to travel to the 
region or send clothes, but to donate much needed money.  Discussed how 
the organization is working closely with the other organizations to ensure 
that the money will go directly to the needs the people, and where it can do 
the most good.  Also discussed all the other things the Red Cross is known 
for including emergency help in other parts of the world for other natural 
disasters, such as flooding, and hurricanes.  Encouraged the community to 
volunteer at home to help causes, and also to take many of the local 
training courses the Red Cross offers to help in the event of an emergency.

FM
May 4, 2014
6:00 am
27 minutes of a 60-minute program

Gen Art Foundation
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Stefan Gerard, Co-Founder

Gen Art is the leading arts & entertainment organization 
dedicated to emerging talent, and produces events throughout the year to 
fund the Gen Art Foundation. Discussed Gen Art’s role in helping emerging 
fashion designers find their niche in the industry, and the many Gen Art 
Alum who have gone on to impressive careers in the field.  Spotlighted 
their New Guard show that will be held during New York Fashion Week, and 
showcase four new designers; Discussed their ongoing efforts to help 
young designers by using collective resources to help them show their 
designs, which they would otherwise not afford to do on their own.  



ISSUE: PUBLIC INTEREST (continued)  

FM
May 11, 2014
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

Mercedes Benz Fashion Week
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Fern Mallis, Creator

Mercedes Benz Fashion Week in New York, takes place 
twice a year, and is in its final season at Bryant Park. Discussed the move 
to Lincoln Center and whether or not it will reinforce New York’s status as 
the Fashion Capital of the World.  Fashion week in New York is involved in 
many philanthropic ventures and staged a variety of benefit shows to raise 
money and awareness about different issues, including a benefit shows for 
a variety of causes including women’s heart health. Also, discussed the 
impact of the fashion industry in New York as a whole, the money Fashion 
Week generates, and the jobs it creates for the New York City. 



ISSUE: YOUTH ORIENTED ISSUES

FM
April 6, 2014
6:00 am
26 minutes of a 60-minute program

RCSN
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Gary Shulman, Program Director

                                 Resources for Children With Special Needs is a non 
profit organization founded in 1983 by three mothers who were looking for 
resources for their children and is dedicated to advocating for children and 
adults with disabilities.  RCSN shares knowledge and support to empower 
parents and other New Yorkers who care about young people with 
disabilities, and has grown to become the premiere source for knowledge 
and help with systems, programs and services affecting young people with 
disabilities in New York City. .Highlighted their annual free Special Camp 
Fair, held in Manhattan.  The camp fair allows families to learn about 
programs and services for their disabled loved ones that can be utilized all 
year round.  

FM
April 13, 2014
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

Parsons Dance
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: David Parsons, Founder

Parsons Dance was founded in New York City in 1985 
and is committed to building new audiences for contemporary dance by 
creating American works of art to engage audiences throughout the world. 
The company tours regionally, nationally and internationally.  Discussed 
the many free outreach programs Parsons offers to young people including 
summer programs, student performances, lecture-demonstrations, and 
master classes.  Also discussed how Parsons Dance positively impacts 
children, students, and the community, and maintains its relevance in a 
rapidly changing society.  ALSO SEE PUBLIC INTEREST



ISSUE: YOUTH ORIENTED ISSUES  (continued)

FM
April 13, 2014
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Michael Corriero, Executive Director

  
Big Brothers Big Sisters is the oldest, largest and most 

effective youth mentoring organization in the country. The mission of Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of New York City is to provide mentors to all children 
who need caring adult role models to help expand their horizons, realize 
their potential, and enrich their futures. The organization has been the 
leader in one-to-one youth service for more than a century, developing 
positive relationships that have a direct and lasting impact on the lives of 
young people.  Discussed all the new and existing programs in place to 
help mentors become better role models, the need for community 
volunteers, and the continued need for male mentors.  Also discussed the 
increased need for donations during these tough economic times
the need for male mentors.   

FM
May 25, 2014
6:00 am
30 minutes of a 60-minute program

SIDS Foundation
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Jeannette Foster, Public Affairs Coord.

The SIDS Foundation is a national nonprofit health 
organization that started in the early 1960s as the National SIDS 
Foundation who’s primary focus was to support families that had 
experienced the death of a baby to Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS).  
The organization continues today working to increase public participation 
and support in the fight against infant mortality. Provided data about SIDS 
and detailed ways to help prevent it.  Also discussed current research and 
advocacy being done by the organization on behalf of new and expectant 
parents, and efforts to raise funds and awareness in New York for the 
cause. 



ISSUE: YOUTH ORIENTED ISSUES  (continued)

FM
May 25, 2014 
6:00 am
25 minutes of a 60-minute program

Reach out and Read
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Traci Lester, Executive Director

Reach out and Read was founded in 1989 by 
pediatricians and early childhood specialists to deliver early literacy 
counseling and support to children and families to help with the critical 
years of development.  Discussed the variety of programs and services the 
organization provides including holding book drives, training nurses and 
physicians, and obtaining funding and other resources to help in the 
effort.  Focused on efforts to create awareness about how important it is 
for parents to read to their children starting at 6 months. 

FM
June 8, 2014
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

Jed Foundation
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Courtney Knowles, Executive Director

 The Jed Foundation was founded in 2000 by a couple 
who lost their son Jed to suicide, and wanted to learn more about and 
better understand the issue.  The organization works nationally to reduce 
the rate of suicide among college and university students.  Discussed their 
efforts to decrease the stigma surrounding emotional disorders and help 
ensure college students seek help during times of emotional distress.  Also 
discussed high profile cases of suicides such as Marie Osmond’s son and 
designer Alexander McQueen and whether the media coverage helps or 
hinders the cause.  Also provided data about suicide in our country, the 
role depression plays, and how the organization is creating awareness 
about the issue.  ALSO SEE HEALTH



ISSUE: YOUTH ORIENTED ISSUES  (continued)

FM
June 15, 2014
6:00 am
20 minutes of a 60-minute program

Jazz Standard Discovery Program
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Ron Golivand, Coordinator

The Jazz Standard Discovery Program (JSDP) was 
created in 1997 to foster connection between New York schoolchildren and 
the jazz art form. Each week, youth from area schools get to participate in 
free fun and interactive jazz workshops as part of their musical education. 
During these workshops, professional musicians perform, share the 
history of jazz, explain the different jazz styles and open the floor up to 
student questions.   The program also supports the Jazz Standard Youth 
Orchestra, which is a breeding ground for NYC’s most talented young 
musicians. Discussed the way the program works and the benefits it has 
had on the student musicians who get the opportunity to learn and play 
exciting new arrangements of classics, and connect with the music in a 
nurturing environment.

FM
June 29, 2014
6:00 am
29 minutes of a 60-minute program

R Baby Foundation
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Andrew Rabinowitz, Founder

The R Baby Foundation is the first and only not-for-
profit foundation uniquely focused on saving babies lives through 
improving pediatric emergency care, and is dedicated to ensuring that 
babies, including those suffering from viral infections and other infectious 
diseases, receive the highest quality of care and service through 
supporting life-saving pediatric training, education, research, treatment 
and equipment.  Mr. Rabinowitz shared his personal story of the loss of his 
child and detailed his efforts to help ensure that other parents don’t suffer 
the unnecessary loss of a child.  Provided data about infant mortality, and 
spotlighted their Mother’s Day run walk designed to raise awareness about 
the issue.



ISSUE: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

FM
May 18, 2014
6:00 am
24 minutes of a 60-minute program

Rainforest Alliance
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Chris Willie, Chief of Agriculture  

The Rainforest Alliance works to conserve and ensure 
sustainable livelihoods by transforming land-use practices, business 
practices and consumer behavior.  The organization works in more than 60 
countries, with companies, cooperatives and landowners, and believes that 
the key to ensuring long and healthy lives for people, for wildlife and for 
the planet is by establishing sustainable ways of working the land. 
Discussed their work helping governments, scientists and local 
communities to develop and implement standards that are socially and 
environmentally responsible, as well as economically viable.  Also 
discussed their programs designed to educate the community about 
conservation in a variety of areas including agriculture and forestry. 

 

FM
May 25, 2014
6:00 am
23 minutes of a 60-minute program

The Nature Conservancy
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Rachel Winters, Media Relations Manager

The Nature Conservancy was founded in 1951 and is 
now the leading conservation organization working around the world to 
protect ecologically important lands and waters for nature and people.  The 
Conservancy has protected more than 119 million acres of land and 5,000 
miles of rivers worldwide discussed some of the ways they help to protect 
habitats and some of the threats to conservation including involving 
forests, and ecosystems.  Discussed membership and other ways the 
community can get involved.  Spotlighted their New York fundraising event, 
happening to raise funds and awareness about the organization and its 
causes.



ISSUE: ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  (continued

FM
May 25, 2014
6:00 am
30 minutes of a 60-minute program

Rock The Earth
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Shawn Kilmurray, Executive Director

Rock the Earth is a national public interest 
environmental advocacy organization, committed to protecting and 
defending America's natural resources through partnerships with the 
music industry and its fans. Spotlighted their cell phone recycling drive 
whereby they will provide free shipping for anyone interested in mailing in 
their old unused phones.  Discussed data about the millions of cell phones 
that end up in our landfills, and the toxic affects it has; and also discussed 
the positives of recycling ones phone, and the ways they are put to use.



ISSUE: HOMELESSNESS & HUNGER   

FM
April 20, 2014 
6:00 am
29 minutes of a 60-minute program

Bailey House
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Regina Quattrochi, CEO

Bailey House was founded 27 years ago in New York 
City’s Greenwich Village, and provides housing and support services to 
homeless men, women and children living with HIV/AIDS.  Provided 
background on the organization and detailed their programs and services, 
including providing clients with access to healthcare, counseling, and job 
training; and addressing their fundamental human need of housing, food 
and safety.  Discussed how Bailey House has grown and evolved over the 
years, and the time proven efficacy of their programs, which has become 
the model for other like organizations across the country.  Highlighted their 
annual fundraiser to create awareness and raise funds for the cause.

FM
April 27, 2014 
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

World Food Programme
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Bettina Luescher, Spokesperson

The World Food Programme, formed in 1962, is part of 
the United Nation’s and is the world’s largest humanitarian agency fighting 
hunger worldwide.  The objectives of the organization include helping to 
reduce chronic hunger and malnutrition around the world, and restoring 
and rebuilding lives after emergencies.  Spotlighted the World Food 
Programme’s hurricane recovery efforts, and  Bettina discussed what the 
organization is doing to help Haiti in the aftermath, including providing 3 
million meals, nutrition biscuits and water to the people in the region. 
ALSO SEE PUBLIC INTEREST



ISSUE: Homelessness & Hunger (continued)

FM
May 4, 2014    
6:00 am

23 minutes of a 60-minute program

NYC Rescue Mission
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Jim VarnHagen, Executive Director

The New York Rescue Mission is a non-profit that helps 
provide homeless men with substance abuse issues, emergency services 
such as food, clothing, shelter and counseling.  It is the first homeless 
shelter in NYC to serve this segment of the homeless community.  Detailed 
their services, and talked about the organization’s growth to become the 
model for all such Mission’s in the country.  Spotlighted their Mother’s Day 
Dinner, whereby mothers in the community, along with family members 
share a meal together with those who assemble at the mission,  Free 
clothing is also handed out during the event.

FM
June 29, 2014
6:00 am
27 minutes of a 60-minute program

City Meals on Wheels
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Beth Shapiro, Executive Director

City Meals on Wheels was founded in 1981 and delivers 
meals to nearly 18,000 homebound elderly New Yorkers everyday. The 
organization also provides daily visits that promote human contact, 
conversations, and a connection to the outside world that many of the 
aging community lack without the service.  Provided data on the elderly in 
the community, and their limited resources, and how the organization has 
grown and changed to meet those needs.  Spotlighted their fundraising 
event that would help their efforts to continue to fund community-based 
agencies that bring weekend, holiday, emergency and weekday meals to 
homebound elderly New Yorkers who can no longer shop or cook for 
themselves.  



 ISSUE: HEALTH ISSUES

FM
May 11, 2014
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

National Alliance on Mental Illness
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Wendy Brennan, Executive Director  

The National Alliance on Mental Illness of New York City 
(NAMI) is a grassroots organization that provides support, education, and 
advocacy for families and individuals of all ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds who live with mental illness. Discussed the collaboration with New 
York artists who have joined forces with NAMI on the “I Will Listen” campaign 
whereby 5 artists who contributed their talent to an album of songs about mental 
illness to help create awareness about the issue.  Ms. Brennan also discussed 
how he got involved with the project and informed listeners about his experience 
of having a good friend who was suffering through depression. Ms. Brennan 
provided data about mental illness including the daunting fact that it affects 1 in 4 
people and discussed the importance of eradicating the stigma associated with 
mental illness and the need for those who are suffering to have an open dialogue 
about it, open up to the people close to them, and seek help. NAMI was 
instrumental in getting Congress to establish Mental Illness Awareness Week in 
1990. The organization now serves over 16,000 New Yorkers annually and 
continues to advocate for the issue, and work towards creating better awareness.  
Towards that end, NAMI has released an album as part of the campaign featuring 
songs by local NY bands and singers with lyrics pertaining to mental illness.  

FM
June 8, 2014
4:00 am
6 minutes of a 60-minute program

Phoenix House
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Howard Meitner, President & CEO 

Phoenix House is one of our nation’s oldest and leading 
drug and alcohol abuse treatment organizations for teens and adults.  
Discussed the state of drug abuse in America and provided information 
about treatments.  Discussed the current rash of reality shows about 
addiction and the positive and negative aspects of those types of shows.  
Also discussed the Obama administration’s efforts to provide more 



resources for those suffering from addiction and also to focus on the 
causes of addiction and help prevent the problems before they start



ISSUE: HEALTH  (continued)

FM
June 8, 2014
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

Jed Foundation
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Courtney Knowles, Executive Director

 The Jed Foundation was founded in 2000 by a couple 
who lost their son Jed to suicide, and wanted to learn more about and 
better understand the issue.  The organization works nationally to reduce 
the rate of suicide among college and university students.  Discussed their 
efforts to decrease the stigma surrounding emotional disorders and help 
ensure college students seek help during times of emotional distress.  Also 
discussed high profile cases of suicides such as Marie Osmond’s son and 
designer Alexander McQueen and whether the media coverage helps or 
hinders the cause.  Also provided data about suicide in our country, the 
role depression plays, and how the organization is creating awareness 
about the issue.  ALSO SEE YOUTH ORIENTED ISSUES.

FM
June 22, 2014
6:00 am
28 minutes of a 60-minute program

Design Industries Fighting Aids
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: David Shepherd, Executive Director

This organization was founded by gay men in the early 
80’s after many of their peers in the community started to get sick and die 
from AIDS.  Discussed how the organization grew from hat passing at 
parties to being one of the top fundraising ventures for the disease.  Also 
discussed the groups advocacy work to help those who are battling the 
disease, and the stigma.  Highlighted their “Dining by Design” event held in 
New York which brings together talented people from fashion, design and 
art to raise significant funds in the fight against HIV/AIDS and for research, 
preventative education, and direct care services.   



ISSUE: HEALTH  (continued)

FM
June 22, 2014
6:00 am
27 minutes of a 60-minute program

Avon Foundation for Women
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Eloise Caggiano, Program Director/Breast 

Cancer Survivor

  
The Avon Foundation is committed to improving the 

lives of women and their families.  Their current focus is on breast cancer 
and domestic violence.  Provided data about women in relation to the two 
topics.  Spotlighted their  annual Avon Walk for Breast Cancer, which is a 
that encompasses 2 days and raises funds and awareness about the cause. 
Discussed how the money raised will provide women and men the breast 
cancer screening, support and treatment they need regardless of their 
ability to pay.  Also discussed the current breast cancer research and the 
Foundation’s role in that regard.  Ms. Caggiano shared her personal battle 
with breast cancer and provided data on other women who like her 
developed the disease at an early age, with no family history.   

Dialogue 101
December 6, 2009    
4:00 am
29 minutes of a 60-minute program

Children’s Aid Society
Host: Deborah Gordon
Guest: Richard Buery, Jr. Chief Executive Officer

The Children’s Aid Society was founded more than 150 
years ago, and helps more than 100,000 children and their families 
throughout New York City, with all aspects of child development, from 
healthcare to academics, to sports and the arts.  Discussed their variety of 
programs and services including their work with schools on job training, 
and their new initiatives focusing on healthy eating and childhood 
obesity.   Spotlighted their 23rd annual Miracle on Madison event, which is 
a holiday tradition whereby large sections of the legendary shopping street 
are closed to traffic, and vendors and stores contribute 20 percent of their 
sales to the Children’s Aid Society.  All proceeds from the event go to 
support the Children’s Aid Society’s Health Initiatives.



WWFS-FM RADIO
ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT

4TH QUARTER, 2014

OCTOBER, 2014 – DECEMBER 31, 2014

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS

ORGANIZATION
2x PER MONTH

AD COUNCIL ARTHRITIS
AD COUNCIL FEED THE PIG           
AD COUNCIL FIGHT GLOBAL WARMING  
AMBER ALERT
AMERICAN RED CROSS 
AUTISM SPEAKS
AVON WALK  
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB  
CARE (EMPOWERING WOMEN)
CCHD (POVERTY IN AMERICA)
CHILDHOOD OBESITY PREVENTION
CITY MEALS ON WHEELS  
DO SOMETHING
ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE  
EYECARE AMERICA
FOUNDATION FOR BLINDESS
I LOVE NEW YORK 
IRS – TAX CREDIT
IRS - GENERAL
KNOW HIV AIDS
LIGHTHOUSE INTERNATIONAL  
MAKE A WISH FOUNDATION
JUNE OF DIMES   
NAT’L CENTER ON ADDICTION AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
NAT’L DIABETES EDUCATION PROGRAM (US HEALTH & HUMAN SVCES)
NYDOT CLEAN AIR CAMPAIGN
PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG FREE AMERICA  
POVERTY IN AMERICA  
RAD (DON’T DRINK & DRIVE)  
SAFE HORIZON (CHILD ABUSE)
SALVATION ARMY
TOURETTE’S SYNDROME ASSOCIATION OF NY
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY  
   

   

 


