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FCC ISSUES REPORT – 4th Quarter 2020
October - December
KABC-TV 

ABC7 -CORE ISSUES 
4th Quarter 2020

CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
fourth quarter of 2020: 

1. Health
2. Community
3. Politics 
4. Weather/Wildfires

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 



Page 2 of 5

ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
4th Quarter 2020

HEALTH
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Oct 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Nov 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.   Dec 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 

Total Coverage:  1 Day 14 Hours 17 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered at length the various health topics of interest to its Southern 
California audience.  As has been the case since March, the most covered topic both around the 
world and in Los Angeles, was in regards to the novel coronavirus, also known as COVID-19. 

ABC7 has been reporting on COVID-19 from the beginning, and has continued to do so 
throughout the fourth quarter of 2020.  Fueled by quarantine fatigue and the holiday season, 
California had the dubious distinction of being the first state to surpass two million COVID-19 
cases, right before Christmas.  Just six weeks prior, the state was reporting one million cases. More 
than 23,000 Californians have died from the virus since the pandemic began.

Eyewitness News informed its viewers on the many high-profile individuals who tested positive for 
the virus, including President Donald Trump his wife Melania and sons Barron and Donald Jr.  At 
least 48 White House staff members or associates, closely working with White House personnel, 
have also tested positive for the coronavirus.  Locally, Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti 
announced that his 9-year-old daughter had tested positive for COVID-19, while he and his wife 
tested negative for the virus.

ABC7 viewers were also informed of the large parties and gatherings that were taking place during 
the pandemic, violating public health orders.  Actor Kirk Cameron faced criticism after hosting 
three such mass gatherings.   The first event had numerous carolers at a Ventura County mall with 
few participants wearing masks in the middle of a massive coronavirus surge. Cameron's caroling 
event was held outside The Oaks mall in Thousand Oaks.  A week later, a crowd of about 75 to 
100 people, were again caroling outside The Oaks mall, right next to a COVID-19 testing center. 
There were people of all ages, from children to senior citizens, in the group.  Few, if any, could be 
seen wearing masks or distancing from each other.  Immunologists have noted that singing is an 
efficient way to spread the virus. In a statement, The Oaks called the event "irresponsible." It also 
said the event was unauthorized and that it had asked organizers to move it to another location.

And despite warnings from public health officials to stay home on New Year's Eve, Cameron 
hosted another maskless, un-permitted faith-based event in Malibu. In a video posted on 
Instagram, he defended his decision to host the events, saying that the public health danger posed 
by stay-at-home orders “is far worse to the vast majority of the population than the coronavirus.” 
He also argued that masks are ineffective at stymying the spread of the virus.  Malibu had also said 
large gatherings such as this one are not permitted within the city limits. 
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COMMUNITY
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Oct 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Nov 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.   Dec 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 

Total Coverage:  1 Day 14 Hours 17 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on community happenings that affected the station’s viewing area 
in the fourth quarter of 2020.  Sports was a big topic of interest to Southern Californians as the Los 
Angeles Lakers franchise in basketball and the Los Angeles Dodgers franchise in baseball both 
earned championship titles in their respective fields, in the same year.

Eyewitness News followed the Los Angeles Lakers throughout the 2019-2020 National Basketball 
Association (NBA) season.  Back in early March, the Lakers had clinched their first playoff 
position since the 2012–2013 season. But five days later, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
the season was suspended.  On July 5, the NBA announced a return of the season in the NBA 
Bubble, where 22 teams played eight seeding games followed by a full postseason, with games 
being held behind closed doors at the ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex in Orlando Florida.  
Teams stayed at nearby Disney World hotels. No fans attended the games except virtually.

The station covered how in the 2020 NBA playoffs, the Lakers reached the NBA Finals for the 
first time in a decade, where they faced off the Eastern Conference champion Miami Heat, 
marking the first meeting between the two teams in the NBA Finals. The Lakers won the series in 
six games. This championship win also saw the Lakers tie the Celtics with the highest number of 
NBA championship wins at 17. The Cinderella Castle at Disney World's Magic Kingdom lit up in 
purple and gold in honor of the Lakers win while thousands gathered at the Staples Center in 
downtown Los Angeles, setting of fireworks to celebrate.  LA City Hall was also decked out in 
Lakers colors. The Lakers win was especially poignant given Lakers legend and five-time 
champion Kobe Bryant’s death earlier in the year.  The last time the Lakers won the title was back 
in 2010 when Bryant won his fifth and final title.

ABC7 reported on the equally exciting win by the Los Angeles Dodgers for the 2019-2020 Major 
League Baseball (MLB) season.  The Dodgers were 43–17 during the COVID-19 shortened 
regular-season, and went on to win their first World Series championship since 1988 and seventh 
overall, defeating the Tampa Bay Rays in six games.  Fans showed their enthusiasm by setting a 
sales record for Dodgers championship merchandise during the first eight hours it was available on 
Fanatics, surpassing the Chicago Cubs, Los Angeles Lakers and Philadelphia Eagles immediately 
following their titles, according to Michael Rubin, chairman of the online retailer of licensed 
sportswear, sports equipment and merchandise.

The Dodgers, however, opened themselves up to COVID-19 criticism after third baseman Justin 
Turner was seen celebrating with his teammates following their Game 6 victory.  Turner had been 
pulled from the game in the seventh inning after learning he tested positive for the coronavirus but 
returned to join his teammates for on-field celebrations after the winning game.
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POLITICS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Oct 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Nov 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.   Dec 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31. 

Total Coverage:  1 Day 1 Hours 17 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted noteworthy airtime to Politics during the fourth quarter of 2020.  
Angelenos were without a doubt interested in the outcome of the 2020 general elections.

Eyewitness News covered not only the presidential race but also the many the local props and races 
that were on the ballot.  Southern California residents were closely following the contentious battle 
for District Attorney of Los Angeles County between incumbent Jackie Lacey and challenger 
George Gascón.  Lacey had faced some of her harshest criticism from "black lives matter" 
supporters due to her failure to prosecute police officers for deadly shootings. Meanwhile, Gascón 
had been harshly criticized by police unions and public safety groups for his support of aggressive 
criminal justice reform.  He favors mental health and drug treatment over incarceration.  Gascón 
did secure Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti’s endorsement, who withdrew his previous support 
for Lacey. After trailing by over 200,000 votes, Lacey conceded to Gascón two days later. Gascón 
said he would waste no time implementing reforms he outlined in his campaign.

Another topic of interest to ABC7 viewers concerned the numerous protests by Armenian 
Americans who wanted to raise awareness about the deadly conflict between Armenia and 
Azerbaijan. LA County is home to the nation's largest population of Armenian immigrants. Most 
of the demonstrations were peaceful, but also resulted in the shutting down of traffic in many 
instances.  At one protest, members of the Armenian National Association, and other supporters of 
Armenia, took to the streets of Hollywood to bring attention to the "existential threat to Christian 
Armenians living in the Middle East." Azerbaijan said it was defending its civilian population. 
Both countries have been fighting over a region that became vulnerable after the fall of the Soviet 
Union, but fighting surged at the end of September/beginning of October. Both sides said the other 
country is responsible.

As a result, many reactions were seen at the local level.  Local leaders, including congressman 
Adam Schiff, held a press conference outside LA City Hall, standing in solidarity with Armenia.   
The Los Angeles Unified Schools District board voted to add a new holiday to honor the 1.5 
million people killed in the Armenian Genocide. Los Angeles Unified Schools will have April 24th 
off to observe Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day.  Meanwhile, LA County's Board of 
Supervisors voted to support a House resolution condemning Azerbaijan's military operation in a 
region controlled by ethnic Armenians. The supervisors also denounced Turkey's interference in 
the conflict which has escalated in recent months. The 1915 genocide is still denied by the Turkish 
government.

A ceasefire agreement brokered by Russia and agreed upon by Armenia, Azerbaijan, and 
the Republic of Artsakh on November 9, 2020, and effective since midnight November 10, 
2020, Moscow Time, ended all hostilities in the Nagorno-Karabakh region. 
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WEATHER/WILDFIRES
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Oct 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 20, 22, 23, 25, 
26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Nov 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 30.   Dec 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 20, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29.

Total Coverage:  8 Hours 20 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted airtime on Weather/Wildfire Danger issues during the fourth 
quarter of 2020.  The season is a part of the 2020 Western United States wildfire season.  As of the 
end of the year, 9,639 fires had burned 4,177,856 acres, more than 4% of the state's roughly 100 
million acres of land, making 2020 the largest wildfire season recorded in California's modern 
history, according to the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.

Eyewitness News reported on the aggressive Silverado Fire that burned in Irvine, California at the 
end of October.  Fueled by strong Santa Ana winds gusting up to 80 miles per hour and low 
humidity, the fire consumed over 13,000 acres, destroying five structures and damaging nine 
others.  Mandatory evacuation orders were issued by the Orange County Fire Authority and Cal 
Fire for approximately 90,000 residents and schools in the area.  The fire also caused California 
State Route 241 to temporarily shut down.  Although there were no civilian casualties, two Orange 
County firefighters, ages 26 and 31, were severely burned battling the wildfire, receiving second 
and third degree burns over half their bodies and hospitalized in critical condition. 100% 
containment was announced on November 7th, 2020.  

ABC7 viewers also learned of the Blue Ridge fire in Yorba Linda, California that burned at the 
same time firefighters were battling the Silverado Fire.   The Blue Ridge Fire burned more than 
14,000 acres and also prompted the evacuation of thousands of homes in Yorba Linda, Chino Hills 
and Brea. One home was destroyed. The fire erupted near the Green River Golf Club and the 91 
freeway. Full containment was achieved in the second week of November.

ABC7 also reported on the impact on air quality from all of the wildfires.  Data showed that the 
wildfires burning across the west coast has exposed more than eight million people to hazardous 
pollution levels. Unhealthy particles carried by the smoke caused a spike in emergency room 
visits, and could potentially have been responsible for thousands of deaths among the elderly and 
sick. 


