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World Affairs 

Oct 18 6 AM and 9 AM  Democracy Now!   25 min 

In Chile, as many as eight people have died in widespread civil unrest that has brought Santiago to a 

standstill and sparked a violent police crackdown across the country. The protests began in response to 

a subway fare hike two weeks ago and have grown into a mass uprising against rising inequality, high 

cost of living and privatization. President Sebastián Piñera canceled the fee increase on Saturday, but 

protests are continuing, with a national strike called for today. Over the weekend, Piñera declared a 

state of emergency in Santiago and five other cities, imposing a curfew and sending the military into the 

streets in response to civil unrest for the first time since dictator Augusto Pinochet’s regime. Military 

tanks rolled through Santiago this weekend, and at least 1,400 protesters have been detained. Francisca 

Perales, one of the leaders of the newly formed left-wing political party Social Convergence, and Andra 

Chastain, an assistant professor of history at Washington State University in Vancouver, join us for a 

conversation about the massive protests in Chile. 

Oct 2, 2019 11 AM Alternative Radio 59 min 

Humanitarian intervention is always cloaked in altruism. Noted author Noam Chomsky says, “Almost 
every aggressive act by any great power is justified on humanitarian grounds.” Helping people who are 
suffering is laudable but injecting military force can lead to even worse outcomes. Libya is a perfect 
example of what can go wrong. The specter of atrocities was raised. A U.S., U.K. France and Canada 
bombing campaign ensued. The attacks destroyed most of Libya's infrastructure and killed thousands, 
leaving the country, Chomsky adds, "in the hands of warring militias." In addition, there has been a flow 
of arms and jihadis into West Africa and the Middle East, which has become the major source of radical 
terrorism in the world – largely a consequence of so-called humanitarian intervention in Libya.” We 
should be very leery when this doctrine is invoked as justification for intervention. 
 
Michael Chertoff was former Secretary of Homeland Security during the presidency of George W. Bush 
and co-author of the USA Patriot Act.  
 
David Gibbs is Professor of History at the University of Arizona. He has published widely on international 
affairs. He is the author of First Do No Harm.  

 

Disaster Preparedness 

Oct 10 7 AM   Upfront 8:30 AM  30 min 

PG&E power shutoffs – how we got here - Hundreds of thousands of people in Northern California had 
their power shut off by PG&E yesterday. We discuss how the blackout has been managed, how we got 
here, and PG&Es dodging of liability Bill Dodd is the CA State Senator representing Solano, Sonoma, 
Napa, Yolo, Contra Costa, and Sacramento Counties. He also serves on the Senate Energy, Utilities and 
Communications Committee. PG&E has shut off power – for how long? We don’t know. Mark Toney is 
the Executive Director with TURN – The Utility Reform Network 
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Oct 17  8:30 AM  Upfront  20 min 

The science of earthquake risk & how to prepare for the next Big One Peggy Hellweg, PhD is Operations 
Manager for the Berkeley Seismology Lab’s network of high quality 
seismometer/accelerometer stations. She is Project Manager for the Earthquake Early Warning activities 
at the BSL and contributes to familiarizing Northern California users and recipients of alerts with how 
the EEW system, CISN ShakeAlert, works. This interview was on Tuesday Oct 15, after the 4.5 
earthquake centered in Pleasant Hill on Monday Oct 14. Jennifer Strauss is the External Relations Officer 
at UC Berkeley Seismology Lab and Regional Coordinator for ShakeAlert Northern California. She is a co-
author of the HayWired Earthquake Scenario. 
 
Oct 20  6 PM  KPFA Evening News 5 min 

KPFA News: The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) blasted PG&E for the way it carried out 
the largest public safety power shutoff in state history. Commissioners called the execution of the 
shutoff “unacceptable” because of the problems in getting information to customers and coordinating 
with local governments. PG&E’s CEO Bill Johnson offered an apology to customers….but warned shutoffs 
could be a necessary tool for the next decade. KPFA’s Christopher Martinez reports. 
 
Nov 13 6 PM KPFA Evening News 5 min 

Regulators Launch Investigation of PG&E Blackouts-The California Public Utilities Commission has voted 
to launch an investigation of the power outages that blacked out much of the state last month. The 
CPUC voted after a brief meeting that heard comments from people affected by the “public safety 
power shut-offs” that left almost two and a half million people in the dark. Christopher Martinez 
reports. 
 

Enviornmental Issues 

Oct 25 2:30 pm Terra Verde  25 min 

This show is all about how we talk, write, joke, and otherwise communicate about the climate crisis. It’s 
about who constructed existing narratives around climate change and which voices are given the biggest 
microphones when it comes to climate communication. It’s about how to approach difficult climate 
conversations with friends and family, and how and when to make people laugh, or cry, or feel hope 
when it comes to the climate crisis in front of us. Terra Verde host and Earth Island Journal 
Managing Editor Zoe Loftus-Farren talks with Susanne Moser, a geographer, independent scholar and 
consultant working on climate adaptation, resilience, effective climate change communication, and 
more, and Max Boykoff, an associate professor at the University of Colorado, and author of the recently 
published book Creative Climate Communication. 
 
10/28 1 PM   Women’s Magazine  57 min 

Focus on climate justice. We talk to 18 year old Climate Justice activist Mishka Banuri from Utah who 
helped craft and pass the Utah Climate Resolution, the first of its kind in a traditionally conservative 
state. 
Mishka is the co-founder of the Utah Youth Environmental Solutions, a youth-led group that engages 
with their community on environmental issues. She has also been an organizer for the Utah People’s 
Climate March in 2016. The focus of her work is to empower youth to hold statewide organizations and 



KFCF Fresno 88.1 FM  List of Significant Issues for 4th Quarter 2019 Oct-Dec 
This list is representative, not exhaustive 

institutions accountable to climate change and build the youth climate movement in Utah. As a Pakistani 
Muslim American, Mishka seeks to build bridges and empower Muslim youth and students 
of color in Utah. 

11/1  2 PM Terra Verde  30 min 

Geoengineering 101: An Introduction to a Dangerous Techno-Distraction An interview with program and 
research staff from the ETC Group regarding current dynamics around the surreptitious push by the 
fossil fuel industry and their political allies to advance geoengineering technologies under the guise of 
climate action. 
 
Tuesdays 3:30 PM  and Wednesdays at 2:30 AM Seachange Radio 28 min  

10/1 What is the American dollar based on? It was based on the gold standard until 1971 when it 

transitioned to a floating monetary system. This weeks guest on Sea Change Radio believes US currency 

now rests unofficially on the price of oil. What will a successful Green New Deal will look like if the 

underlying currency upon which the US economy rests is based on fossil fuels? We speak to James 

Quilligan, the Managing Director of Economic Democracy Advocates and longtime policy analyst in the 

international development space. Quilligan explains the history of the commons and monetary policy, 

points out some of the shortcomings of capitalism, and lays out how to ensure the survival of 

democracy. He argues that understanding the complexities of our global economic system is the first 

step in fixing it.  

10/8  What makes a great leader? This week on Sea Change Radio, we are honored to have Pulitzer 

Prize-winning presidential historian Doris Kearns Goodwin here to give us her take on that question. 

Goodwin's book, Leadership in Turbulent Times, just released in paperback, re-examines four US 

presidents she has studied in the past: Abe Lincoln, Teddy and Franklin Roosevelt and Lyndon Johnson. 

She discusses the contrast between these presidents' leadership and the behavior of the current grifter-

in-chief, puts today's impeachment proceedings in historical context, and hypothesize about how past 

presidents might have addressed momentous issues like climate change and election tampering. Then, 

we dig into the Sea Change Radio archives and listen to Rebecca Vallas, a Vice President at the Center 

for American Progress, talk about the Trump administration's absurd claims that poverty and hunger are 

now things of the past in this country. 

10/30 For years, climate denialists put forth the narrative that it would cripple the US economy to sign 

on to international climate agreements like the Kyoto Protocol. They said that other major carbon 

emitting countries like India and China needed to be on board in order for the US to join. It's clear now, 

however, that this narrative was always just a smokescreen. The Trump Administration is pulling the US 

out of the 2015 Paris Climate Agreement, which notably does include India and China, and is an historic 

accord representing more than 87% of global greenhouse gas emitters. This week on Sea Change Radio, 

we speak with Helen Mountford the Vice President for Climate and Economics at the World Resource 

Institute. She breaks down what the US withdrawal from the Paris Climate Agreement means. We look 

at when this withdrawal would actually go into effect, examine some Trumpian lies about the 

Agreement itself, and discuss the impact it will have on the US and the planet moving forward.  

11/5 There's a quote often attributed, perhaps incorrectly, to the great economist John Maynard Keynes 

that "Capitalism is the extraordinary belief that the nastiest of men for the nastiest of motives will 
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somehow work for the benefit of all." The absurdity of this notion is being played out in real time in the 

form of smoke-filled air and rolling blackouts in Northern California, courtesy of the states largest 

monopoly, Pacific, Gas & Electric, better known as PG&E. This week on Sea Change Radio, journalist Ben 

Ehrenreich joins the show to discuss his piece in The Nation on PG&E and the utility companys most 

recent episode of malfeasance. Ehrenreich provides an overview of PG&E putting profits before people, 

looks at some possible solutions to the problem and reminds us that capitalism's nastiness is often at 

odds with a healthy planet.  

 

11/26 Can you imagine how hard it must be for legislators to know where to focus their energies? The 

problems that require reform and improved public policy are vast and varied. But as this weeks guest 

explains, theres really nothing more important than ensuring clean air and water. Today on Sea Change 

Radio, we speak with California Assemblymember Phil Ting about his efforts to promote recycling and 

cleaner cars. We look at the impediments to systemic change, breakdown his proposals, and talk about 

the amount of political capital required to advance the most fundamental components of life on earth: 

clean air and water.  

 

Thursday 1:00 PM Radio EcoShock  55 min (also Wed at 3 AM) 

12/26 Welcome a big show for the new decade. From Yale, Narashimha Rao says basic quality of life for 

all humans does NOT require a new burst of carbon into the atmosphere. Brilliant young scientist 

Zhenzhong Zeng reports growing wind is a bonus for wind power plus starting green news from China. 

Heather McTeer Toney joins us on the 100% Clean Economy Act and mothers stepping in on climate 

change.   

11/28 The dominant minority plan to flood Earth with far more fossil fuels this decade. Countries and 

corporations pour trillions into a new glut of oil & gas, while China & India build more coal plants. Hear a 

report from Global Witness. Then the brilliant Daniel Rothman from MIT examines past mass extinctions 

- only to discover a new threshold approaching, hidden deep in the ocean.  

11/21 Almost half the world's people depend on water from the mountains. But that vital resource is 

destabilized and disappearing. Canadian scientist Dr. John Pomeroy reports back from the "High 

Mountain Summit" in Geneva. He reveals secrets of snow and permafrost. Then from Queensland 

Australia, Dr. Sean Maxwell explains why intact tropical forests count for six times more carbon than we 

thought. Those distant places may determine how hot, stormy, or flooded your future may be.  

11/14  What can be defended? What cities, deltas or whole countries will be lost? Let's hear directly 

from the scientists on this imporant new science from Scott Kulp and Benjamin Krauss at Climate 

Central. But we start with Dr. Jonathan Bamber. Why expert judgement jumped from 1 meter sea level 

rise by the year 2100 - to 2 meters, well over 6 feet higher seas. Brand new coastlines are possible by 

the end of this century. And a murky worry for all is something called "Antarctic instability".  

11/2 Greg Palast Talk on PG&E’s Crimes 7 PM 45 min  and  11/06 5 PM 12/3 3 PM 45 min (plus 4  other 

times) 

Greg Palast, noted Journalist talked about PG&E coverups at the KFCF Annual Banquet 



KFCF Fresno 88.1 FM  List of Significant Issues for 4th Quarter 2019 Oct-Dec 
This list is representative, not exhaustive 

12/23  Against The Grain  55 min 
 The Politics of Climate Crisis There’s no question: global warming is here and causing serious harm. And 
we’re on course for much worse, especially as the signatories to the Paris Accord — the US aside — are 
not on track to meet even the insufficient targets it sets. How might that shape the politics of the 
future? And what might radicals do to change course? Joel Wainwright discusses our possible futures in 
a climate-changed world. Resources: Geoff Mann and Joel Wainwright, Climate Leviathan: A Political 
Theory of Our Planetary Future Verso, 2018 
 
News Reports  KPFA Evening News  5-8 min each 

12-9-19      Kings River Water Users Fight for Water Rights 

12-13-19    California Celebrates One Million Solar Panels 

12-20-19     Fishing Groups Say Storm Water Discharge Permit Harm San Joaquin River 

12-23-19     BLM Issues Environmental Study of Fracking in Central California 

 

Impeachment 

KPFA Evening News 6 min 

12-18-19     Impeachment Eve Rally Brings Together Valley's Trump Opponents 

Live Hearings 

11/13/19 6 AM-4 PM 

11/19, 11/20, 11/21   6 AM – 4 PM 12/04 7 AM-5 PM 

Live Coverage of Congressional Hearings on Impeachment 

 


