
2016 4th QUARTER MEET THE PRESS TOPICS

Chuck Todd is NBC News Political Director and the moderator of "Meet the Press," the flagship 
Sunday Morning public affairs program and longest-running broadcast in television history.

"Meet the Press" is seen on the NBC Television Network from 9-10 a.m. ET in most markets. In 
New York City and Washington D.C., the broadcast is seen from 10:30-11:30 a.m. ET.

The program re-airs on MSNBC Sunday afternoons at 2 p.m. ET/11 a.m. PT and again at 2 a.m. 
ET/11 p.m. PT and 4 a.m. ET/1 a.m. PT Monday. At these times, “Meet The Press” will also air on 

SIRIUS channel 90 and XM channel 120.

Please check local listings or the "Meet the Press" website (http://www.nbcnews.com/meet-the-
press) for television and radio broadcast times in your area or to get transcripts of the show. Follow 

us on Twitter @MeetThePress and @NBCNewsPR.

OCTOBER 2, 2016

MTP: GIULIANI ON NYT TRUMP TAX RETURN REPORT: “THE REALITY IS HE’S 
A GENIUS”; PLUS: CLINTON CAMPAIGN MANAGER RESPONDS TO LEAKED 
FUNDRAISER AUDIO

Giuliani on his claim that Clinton is “too stupid to be president” because of Monica Lewinsky 
scandal: “I'm the right person to level this charge” Clinton Campaign Manager Robby Mook on 
leaked audio from Clinton primary fundraiser: “The original piece completely mischaracterized 
what she was talking about”

OCT. 2, 2016 -- In an interview with “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd, Trump adviser 
and former New York City mayor Rudy Giuliani addressed The New York Times’ report on 
the Republican presidential nominee’s tax deduction: “If he didn't take advantage of it, he would 
have been sued…. The reality is he's a genius.” 

Giuliani also defended his comments from Monday night, in which he said Democratic 
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton is “too stupid to be president” because “she attacked 
Monica Lewinsky”: “She was wrong to attack the victim… I'm the right person to level this 
charge, because I've never made such a charge.” When noted that he has his own infidelities, 
Giuliani responded, “Well, everybody does... I’ve never ever attacked someone who's been the 
victim of sexual abuse.” Watch the full interview here: http://nbcnews.to/2dn90fM.

Clinton Campaign Manager Robby Mook responded to leaked audio of the nominee at a 
primary fundraiser during the primary season in which she described some of Sen. Sanders’ 
supporters as kids who are essentially still living in their parents’ basement. “I really encourage 
everybody to listen to that full audio,” he told Todd. “She was talking about young people that 
she'd met who were frustrated that they graduated from college and went into an economy where 
they couldn't find the job they wanted or expected.”  

http://nbcnews.to/2dn90fM


Mook also noted The New York Times’ report on Trump’s tax return, saying “We talk about the 
rigged system out there. Donald Trump embodies that.” Watch the full interview 
here:http://nbcnews.to/2dn9r9R.

Both filmmaker Michael Moore and The Blaze founder Glenn Beck joined the program to 
address the dearth of elite support for Trump.  

Moore highlighted the focus on millennials this election cycle: “To be picking on the millennials 
is wrong….They didn't create the climate change. They didn't start the war. And, and now it's 
like they've got to fix this election? No...I hope they vote for Hillary Clinton,” while Glenn Beck, 
founder of The Blaze, characterized voter attitudes right now: “We're not going to lose our 
houses or our jobs or our country. We're losing something much more important. We're losing 
ourselves. We're losing our civility. We're losing our decency. We're, we’re losing our neighbors 
and our family.” Watch Moore in full here: http://nbcnews.to/2cKsSLX, and Beck in full 
here:http://nbcnews.to/2cKsSLX.

Also joining the show for analysis were Bloomberg News’ Mark Halperin, VotoLatino 
CEO Maria Teresa Kumar, National Review’s Rich Lowry and The Cook Political 
Report’s Amy Walter. 

For more insight, tune in to MSNBC weekdays at 5 p.m. ET for “MTP Daily,” and sign up 
for the “First Read” newsletter for the latest from Chuck Todd.
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OCTOBER 9, 2016

TRUMP CAMPAIGN MANAGER, HOUSE MINORITY LEADER PELOSI JOINING 
“MEET THE PRESS WITH CHUCK TODD” THIS SUNDAY + LATEST ON 
HURRICANE MATTHEW

__

Latest on Hurricane Matthew

__

Kellyanne Conway

Campaign Manager for Republican Presidential Nominee Donald Trump
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__

SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE

Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)

Minority Leader of the U.S. House of Representatives

__

Seth Meyers

Host of NBC’s “Late Night”

__

New Florida and Pennsylvania Battleground Polls from NBC News/Wall Street 
Journal/Marist

__

ROUNDTABLE

Sara Fagen

Partner, DDC; Former White House Political Director for President George W. Bush

Ruth Marcus

Columnist and Deputy Editorial Page Editor for The Washington Post

Heather McGhee

President, Demos

Steve Schmidt

Former Strategist, 2008 McCain Presidential Campaign; NBC News Political Analyst

__

OCTOBER 16, 2016

MTP EXCLUSIVE: BIDEN ON TRUMP ACCUSATIONS: “EMBARRASSED THIS IS 
EVEN BEING DISCUSSED”; PLUS: PENCE: “WE WILL ABSOLUTELY ACCEPT” 
ELECTION RESULTS



EXCLUSIVE: Biden on doing more in Aleppo: “I regret that we’re not doing something about, 
you know, genital mutilation in Africa” Pence on sexual assault accusations against Trump: “I 
wouldn't say anything to disparage any woman who believes they've had an experience like this” 
Pence calls Trump accusations “a series of unsubstantiated allegations”

OCT. 16, 2016 -- In an exclusive “Meet the Press” interview, Vice President Joe 
Bidenaddressed the recent sexual assault allegations against Republican presidential nominee 
Donald Trump, telling moderator Chuck Todd that he “was embarrassed that this is even being 
discussed” and that it isn’t disqualifying to more voters because he doesn’t “know how deeply 
it’s sunk into the consciousness.” 

When discussing Syria and not doing more in Aleppo, Biden replied, “The answer is, we regret 
whenever anyone dies. I regret that we're not doing something about-- you know, genital 
mutilation in Africa.” Watch the full exclusive interview with the vice 
president: http://nbcnews.to/2dVBkar.  

Republican vice presidential nominee Gov. Mike Pence also joined the network broadcast, 
telling Todd that he and Trump “will absolutely accept the result of the election.” The Indiana 
governor also addressed the nine sexual assault accusations against his running mate as “a series 
of unsubstantiated allegations” and that he “wouldn't say anything to disparage any woman who 
believes they've had an experience like this.” Watch the full 
interview:http://nbcnews.to/2dVyT83. 

A new NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll debuted on “Meet the Press” this morning, 
showing Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton with an 11-point lead over 
Trump:http://nbcnews.to/2ekKeMQ.  

As the campaign winds down, growing splits are emerging in the electorate between the vote in 
the dense urban suburbs and rural counties. “Meet the Press” takes a look at Ohio’s Monroe 
County and Virginia’s Arlington County as two examples of where neighbors vote 
together:http://nbcnews.to/2ekN8Bt.  

Joining this morning’s show for insight and analysis were The Washington Post’s Chris 
Cillizza, radio talk show host Hugh Hewitt, MSNBC’s Joy Reid, and NBC News’ Kristen 
Welker. 

Tune in to NBC News this Wednesday for the third and final presidential debate along with 
pre- and post-debate analysis; the debate will also be livestreamed on NBCNews.com, NBC 
News apps and Cozi TV.  

For more insight, tune in to MSNBC weekdays at 5 p.m. ET for “MTP Daily,” and sign up 
for the “First Read” newsletter for the latest from Chuck Todd.  
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OCTOBER 23, 2016

MTP EXCLUSIVE: KAINE SAYS HE AND CLINTON “HAVEN’T TALKED ABOUT” 
PURSUING A VERSION OF TPP IN OFFICE; ALSO: TRUMP CAMPAIGN 
MANAGER: “WE ARE BEHIND”

EXCLUSIVE: Kaine: “I share those concerns and questions” of other politicians about 
AT&T/Time Warner merger PLUS: Kaine: “I would want to at least serve until there’s a 
replacement to be named” in a lame duck Senate Trump campaign manager Conway on 
nominee’s threat to sue accusers: “It’s a way to defend himself…. He’s just putting people on 
notice” 

OCT. 23, 2016 -- In an exclusive interview with moderator Chuck Todd, Democratic vice 
presidential nominee Sen. Tim Kaine addressed whether he and former Sec. Hillary Clinton 
would pursue a version of T.P.P. if elected, noting “we aren't against trade,” but “we haven’t 
talked about that in particular.” Kaine said it was not a requirement to come out against the 
controversial trade deal before joining the Democratic presidential ticket. 

On news of the AT&T and Time Warner merger, Kaine said that he shares the “concerns and 
questions” raised by figures including Sen. Al Franken and Republican presidential nominee 
Donald Trump: “Less concentration, I think, is generally helpful, especially in the media, but this 
has just been announced, and I haven't had a chance to dig into the details.” Watch the full 
exclusive interview: http://nbcnews.to/2eHuTGk.  

Trump campaign manager Kellyanne Conway acknowledged the Republican nominee’s place 
in the polls, telling Todd, “we are behind,” noting that Clinton “has tremendous advantages.” She 
also addressed how Trump began his rally speech in Pennsylvania yesterday by threatening to 
sue those who have accused him of sexual misconduct: “It’s a way to defend himself, and remind 
everybody what he has said many times, which is none of this is true.” When asked why he 
hasn’t filed suit yet, Conway replied: “We're busy winning the presidency… He's just I think 
putting people on notice that they can't just falsely accuse them.” Watch the full 
interview:http://nbcnews.to/2eHrEPd. 

Todd also looked at what it would take for Democrats to regain control of the House of 
Representatives in this Sunday’s “Data Download”: http://nbcnews.to/2ek5DId.  

Joining this morning’s roundtable for insight and analysis were The New York Times’ Yamiche 
Alcindor and Tom Friedman, National Review’s Eliana Johnson and Republican 
strategistStuart Stevens. 

http://nbcnews.to/2eHuTGk
http://nbcnews.to/2eHrEPd
http://nbcnews.to/2ek5DId


For more insight, tune in to MSNBC weekdays at 5 p.m. ET for “MTP Daily,” and sign up 
for the “First Read” newsletter for the latest from Chuck Todd.  
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OCTOBER 30, 2016

MTP: CLINTON CAMPAIGN MANAGER ON NEW ‘PERTINENT’ EMAILS IN FBI 
PROBE: “I HAVE ALL THE FACTS… THAT’S WHY WE ARE SO PUZZLED RIGHT 
NOW”

Robby Mook on if this ‘October surprise’ could cost Clinton the election: “I don’t think so” GOP 
VP Nominee Mike Pence on Clinton Emails: “Why doesn't she ask her senior aide to release all 
these emails?” Pence on FBI Director James Comey: “I've always found him to be a straight 
shooter”

OCT. 30, 2016 -- Robby Mook, campaign manager for Democratic presidential nominee 
Hillary Clinton, reacted to Friday’s letter from FBI Director James Comey which cited new 
“pertinent” emails in the Clinton probe and defended senior aide Huma Abedin’s connection to 
the emails: “I absolutely feel I have all the facts because all the facts were put out there. The 
summaries of the interviews - the Justice Department said that Huma fully cooperated. That's, 
again, why we are so puzzled right now.”  

He added: “Abedin cooperated fully with the investigation that concluded this summer….They 
were all released out to the public at our request. If these are emails from Huma Abedin -- we 
don't know if they are, but if they are, we assume they'd have to be redundant because she 
already turned over all of her emails.” Watch the full interview: http://nbcnews.to/2eboO6s.  

Mook’s statements echoed what Pete Williams, justice correspondent for NBC News, shared 
at the top of the program:“They may be duplicates of what they've already discovered through 
the emails she gave to the State Department or that the F.B.I. found on its own.” He added: 
“They have no idea what's in these emails.” Watch: http://nbcnews.to/2e1qtIG.  

Republican vice presidential nominee Mike Pence also joined “Meet the Press,” noting that he 
has “always found” Director Comey “to be a straight shooter.” He asked: “Hillary Clinton, when 
this story broke, I believe she was travelling with Huma Abedin. I mean, why didn't she just turn 
to Huma and say, "Put these emails out"?” Watch the full interview: http://nbcnews.to/2e1jhfF. 

https://secure.nbcnews.com/_tps/accounts/newsletters
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Pence’s running mate Donald Trump trails Clinton by six points in North Carolina but is 
in a dead heat with her in Florida, according to new NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist 
polls released this morning: http://nbcnews.to/2dSDI32. 

Independent presidential candidate Evan McMullin commented on what might happen if 
neither Clinton or Trump get 270 electoral votes: “I’m confident that we would be able to 
compete quite well” in the House. McMullin also said that former Gov. Mitt Romney has not 
contributed to his campaign. Watch the full interview: http://nbcnews.to/2e1oofN.  

NPR’s Audie Cornish, CNBC’s Larry Kudlow, Republican strategist Mike 
Murphy and NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell also joined the program this morning for insight and 
analysis. 

For more insight, tune in to MSNBC weekdays at 5 p.m. ET for “MTP Daily,” and sign up 
for the “First Read” newsletter for the latest from Chuck Todd.  
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NOVEMBER 6, 2016

MTP: PODESTA: “LEAKERS SHOULD SHUT UP”; SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: 
GINGRICH:“WE ARE IN FOR A LONG, DIFFICULT COUPLE OF YEARS” NO 
MATTER WHO WINS

Clinton Campaign Chair John Podesta Doesn’t Answer if FBI Director James Comey Should 
Resign, Tells Chuck Todd “I’ve Never Questioned His Motivation” Hillary Clinton Leads 
Donald Trump by Four Points Nationally in New NBC News/Wall Street Journal Poll Lester 
Holt, Savannah Guthrie & Chuck Todd Anchor Special “Decision Night in America” Coverage 
Beginning at 7 p.m. This Tuesday

NOV. 6, 2016 -- In a special election edition of “Meet the Press” from NBC News’ Election 
Headquarters, Clinton campaign chair John Podesta told moderator Chuck Todd that “the men 
and women of the F.B.I. are doing a tremendous job out here across the country, but the leakers 
should shut up,” in response to the recent Wikileaks email releases of Clinton campaign staff 
emails, including his own. 

When asked if Comey’s “mistake” should lead to his resignation, Podesta did not answer, telling 
Todd, “I've never questioned his motivation, I've just said it was a mistake.” Watch the full 
interview, including his prediction that if Clinton holds onto Nevada and Michigan, she will 
win:http://nbcnews.to/2f795Gv.  

http://nbcnews.to/2dSDI32
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Newt Gingrich, Trump adviser and former House speaker, exclusively joined the show and 
said that he believes, no matter who wins, “we are in for a long, difficult couple of years, maybe 
a decade or more.”  

“If Hillary is elected, the criminal investigations will be endless, and if Trump is elected, it will 
just be like Madison, Wisconsin with Scott Walker,” said Gingrich. “The opposition of the 
government employee unions will be so hostile and so direct and so immediate, there will be a 
continuing fight over who controls the country.” Watch the full 
interview: http://nbcnews.to/2fsJPJv. 

The final NBC News/Wall Street Journal poll of the 2016 presidential race debuted on 
“Meet the Press,” showing Clinton with a four-point national lead over 
Trump: http://nbcnews.to/2f707cl.  

Pollsters Bill McInturff and Fred Yang discussed the new numbers with Todd; McInturff 
noted, “What gives Trump hope is we have a large chunk of people who still say they’re third 
party, they won’t vote, they’re not decided. That’s unusually large. It’s almost eight, nine, ten 
percent.” Watch their analysis: http://nbcnews.to/2f7a3CD.  

Charlie Cook of The Cook Political Report looked at the nine tightest Senate races, predicting 
which will go Democratic or Republican, noting that he’s not ready to make a prediction when it 
comes to North Carolina and Missouri: http://nbcnews.to/2f7gYLZ.  

NBC News’ Andrea Mitchell, Katy Tur, Kristen Welker, and MSNBC’s Chris Jansing, 
joined the beginning of “Meet the Press” to offer snapshots of the race in battleground states. 

The show also featured an all-star NBC/MSNBC roundtable with Tom Brokaw, José Díaz-
Balart, Savannah Guthrie, Chris Matthews and Nicolle Wallace for insight and analysis. 

This Tuesday, “Decision Night in America” coverage on the NBC broadcast network airs 
from 7 p.m. – 2 a.m. ET, led by “NBC Nightly News” anchor Lester Holt, “TODAY” co-
host Savannah Guthrie, and “Meet the Press” moderator and NBC News political director 
Chuck Todd.  Holt, Guthrie, and Todd will be joined by NBC News special correspondent 
Tom Brokaw, who has covered every presidential election since 1968.  Read more about 
election coverage from NBC News and MSNBC: http://nbcnews.to/2f7eAoH.  
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NOVEMBER 13, 2016
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MTP EXCLUSIVE: SEN. BOOKER: “GOD BLESS THE PROTESTERS,” NEXT DNC 
CHAIR “NEEDS TO BE A COMMITTED PROGRESSIVE”

PLUS: N.J. Sen. Cory Booker: “Ellison is One of the Names That’s Being Bandied About That 
Gives Me Hope and Excitement” Trump Campaign Manager Kellyanne Conway Calls on 
Obama & Clinton: “Say to These Protesters, “This Man is Our President”” “Yes, I Can” Do Both 
Jobs, Says Minn. Rep. Keith Ellison on Serving in the House and as DNC Chair

NOV. 13, 2016 -- In an exclusive interview this morning, Sen. Cory Booker (D-N.J.) addressed 
the recent protests against President-elect Donald Trump across the country, telling moderator 
Chuck Todd: “God bless the protesters.” He added: “I caution anyone who, in their protest, 
becomes the very thing that they're protesting against.”  

When asked what he’s looking for in the next head of the Democratic National Committee, the 
New Jersey senator noted that the chair “needs to be a committed progressive….Keith Ellison is 
one of the names that's being bandied about that gives me hope and excitement.” Watch the full 
interview: http://nbcnews.to/2g7I3jB.  

Kellyanne Conway, the former campaign manager for President-elect Trump, also joined 
the show, calling on top Democrats to unite behind Trump: “It's time really for President Obama 
and Secretary Clinton to say to these protesters, “This man is our president.”” Conway also 
responded to Clinton casting blame for her loss on FBI Director Comey in a call with donors 
yesterday: “I just can't believe it's always somebody else's fault. Sometimes you just have to take 
a look in the mirror and reflect on what went wrong.” Watch the full 
interview: http://nbcnews.to/2g7NIWQ.  

Minnesota Rep. Keith Ellison addressed his potential run for the head of the DNC, telling Todd 
that he can do both jobs. When asked what the reasoning would be if he didn’t run, Ellison 
replied, “Because there’s a lot of places that I can serve….I’m looking for a place to serve.” 
Watch the full interview: http://nbcnews.to/2g7Iz10.  

Joining the show this morning for analysis were David Brooks of The New York Times, radio 
talk show host Hugh Hewitt, Katty Kay of the BBC and former State Senator Nina Turner. 

Tune in to MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” weekdays at 5 p.m. ET, and sign up for NBC News’ “First 
Read” newsletter for more insight throughout the week. 
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MTP: TRUMP CHIEF OF STAFF PRIEBUS ON MUSLIM REGISTRY: “I’M NOT 
GOING TO RULE ANYTHING OUT, BUT WE’RE NOT GOING TO HAVE A 
REGISTRY BASED ON RELIGION”

EXCLUSIVE: Sen. Bernie Sanders: President-elect Trump “needs to apologize to the American 
people” PLUS: Reince Priebus: “There are some people that have to be prevented from coming 
into this country” Sen. Chuck Schumer on Trump SCOTUS pick: “If he doesn't nominate a 
mainstream candidate, we're going to go at him with everything we have”

NOV. 20, 2016 -- When asked by “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd if he can 
“equivocally rule out a registry for Muslims,” Reince Priebus, chief of staff for President-elect 
Donald Trump, responded: “Look, I'm not going to rule out anything. But, but I wouldn’t-- We're 
not going to have a registry based on a religion.” 

Priebus continued: “There are some people that are radicalized and there are some people that 
have to be prevented from coming into this country.  

The RNC chair also commented on the idea of using the presidency to profit, telling Todd that 
the president-elect is “setting up a system, a legal system to shield himself from any and all 
conflicts.” Watch the full interview: http://nbcnews.to/2fdktgt.  

Across the aisle, in an exclusive interview, Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) called on President-elect 
Trump to apologize, telling Todd: “He has said outrageous things and he needs to apologize to 
the American people. There are people all over this country who are really frightened.” Watch 
the full exclusive interview: http://nbcnews.to/2fdxarm.  

Incoming Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer spoke with Todd on Friday for an 
interview airing on this morning’s broadcast. He voiced hope that the president-elect “picks a 
mainstream candidate” for the Supreme Court and noted that if he doesn’t, the Democrats will 
“go at the candidate with everything we've got because this is so, so important.” Watch the full 
interview:http://nbcnews.to/2fdBJC5.  

This week, moderator Chuck Todd spoke with voters of all stripes in Macomb County, 
Michigan -- a decisive county in this year’s presidential election -- to understand the turn in 
support for President Obama to Trump: http://nbcnews.to/2gsuUSn.  

“Meet the Press” also paid tribute this morning to PBS’ Gwen Ifill, a friend of the program 
and a former NBC News correspondent: http://nbcnews.to/2fdBJC5.  

Joining the show for insight and analysis were Bob Costa and Kathleen Parker of The 
Washington Post, Tom Friedman of The New York Times, and Neera Tanden of the Center 
for American Progress. 

Tune in to MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” weekdays at 5 p.m. ET, and sign up for NBC News’ “First 
Read” newsletter for more insight throughout the week. 
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NOVEMBER 27, 2016

MTP: RUBIO: U.S.-CUBA RELATIONS “SHOULD BE CONDITIONED UPON 
SPECIFIC CHANGES”; PLUS: CONWAY: “PEOPLE FEEL BETRAYED” THAT 
ROMNEY COULD BE SEC. OF STATE

Fla. Sen. Marco Rubio on Trump’s conflicts of interest: “Something they’re going to have to 
confront” Kellyanne Conway: President Obama and Trump spoke yesterday for “about 40-45 
minutes” Ohio Rep. Tim Ryan on Clinton recount efforts: “I would counsel against it” 

NOV. 27, 2016 -- Sen. Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) addressed the future of U.S. relations with Cuba 
after Friday’s death of dictator Fidel Castro, telling moderator Chuck Todd that policies with the 
island “should all be conditioned upon specific changes on the part of the Cuban government,” 
looking at the models of “Myanmar or Burma as an example of how you can condition openings 
in exchange for democratic changes on the part of the other government.”  

Rubio said he’ll “make suggestions to the Trump administration” when it comes to Cuba. On the 
topic of the president-elect’s conflicts of interests, Rubio noted: “I imagine they're well aware 
that this is something they're going to have to confront.” 

Kellyanne Conway, former campaign manager for President-elect Donald Trump, 
also responded to the conflict of issue question facing the president-elect, telling Todd that 
Trump “has been talking to his lawyers” and that “he will comply with the law.” She disclosed 
that Trump and President Obama spoke yesterday for “about 40 to 45 minutes” and that “they’ve 
been talking regularly.”   

Conway reacted to Mitt Romney as a potential Secretary of State in the Trump administration: 
“People feel betrayed to think that Governor Romney, who went out of his way to question the 
character and the intellect and the integrity of Donald Trump, now our president-elect, would be 
given the most significant cabinet post of all, Secretary of State.”  

Rep. Tim Ryan (D-Ryan) is challenging House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi’s party 
leadership and told Todd that Pelosi’s offense is that the party is “not winning.” Ryan also 
commented on the recount decision by the Clinton campaign to cooperate with Jill Stein’s call: 
“I would counsel against it…. We've got to move forward. And I think that's the best thing for us 
to do.”  

http://nbcnews.to/2gMgtZk
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Joining “Meet the Press” from Cuba, NBC News’ Chief Foreign Affairs Correspondent Andrea 
Mitchell reported on the reaction on the ground to Castro’s death.

Matt Bai of Yahoo! News, Helene Cooper of The New York Times, Mark Murray of NBC 
News, and Danielle Pletka of the American Enterprise Institute the show’s roundtable this 
morning for insight and analysis. 

Tune in to MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” weekdays at 5 p.m. ET, and sign up for NBC News’ “First 
Read” newsletter for more insight throughout the week. 
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DECEMBER 4, 2016 

MTP: VP-ELECT PENCE: TRUMP’S CALL WITH TAIWAN WAS “COURTESY,” 
“WOULDN’T EXPECT” OUTREACH TO CHINA TO CALM WATERS

PLUS: Indiana Gov. Mike Pence: “Up to the President-elect” if Petraeus’ mishandling of 
classified information disqualifies him to be State Sec. Former Trump campaign manager 
Kellyanne Conway: “We are the ones who understood America” Former Clinton pollster Joel 
Benenson: “We have to rebuild at the state levels” 

DEC. 4, 2016 -- In an interview this morning with “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck 
Todd, Vice President-elect Mike Pence said that President-elect Trump’s “call from the 
democratically-elected leader of Taiwan” was “a courtesy call.” When asked if the 
administration-elect would be reaching out to the Chinese government this week to calm the 
waters, Pence replied, “I wouldn’t expect so. But to be honest with you, the waters here seem 
like a little bit of a tempest in a teapot.” 

The Indiana governor also addressed the possibility of former Gen. David Petraeus in the role of 
secretary of state, telling Todd that it will be “up to the president-elect” if Petraeus’ mishandling 
of classified information disqualifies him for the position. “The president-elect will weigh that 
against the backdrop of an extraordinary career in military service, whether it's in the role of 
Secretary of State or another role in this administration,” he added. 

Andrea Mitchell, chief foreign affairs correspondent for NBC News, emphasized the weight of 
the Taiwan phone call in a panel discussion following Pence’s interview: “The point is the 
conversation happened. And even here, someone as careful as Mike Pence referred to her as the 
president of Taiwan….That’s a no-no.”  
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Kellyanne Conway, former campaign manager for President-elect Trump, and Joel Benenson, 
former pollster for Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton, joined the network 
broadcast toreflect on a heated discussion earlier this week at Harvard’s traditional election 
postmortem.Conway noted, “ The fact is that we are the ones who understood America,” while 
Benenson underscored that the Democratic Party has to “rebuild at the state levels.” Benenson 
also added that, in the last four weeks of the election, he would have asked “for a faith forum to 
hear Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump both talk about their roots in faith and the strength of 
hers, which I think are dominant.” 

In addition to Andrea Mitchell, Rich Lowry of The National Review, Heather McGhee of 
Demos, and Amy Walter of The Cook Political Report also joined the show for insight and 
analysis.  

Tune in to MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” weekdays at 5 p.m. ET, and sign up for NBC News’ “First 
Read” newsletter for more insight throughout the week. 
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DECEMBER 11, 2016 

MTP: TRUMP CHIEF OF STAFF ON REPORTS OF RUSSIAN ELECTION 
INTERFERENCE: “I JUST DON’T KNOW WHETHER IT’S TRUE OR NOT…. I 
DON’T KNOW WHO DID THE HACKING”

PLUS: Reince Priebus: “The R.N.C. was not hacked” SUNDAY EXCLUSIVE: Former Russia 
Amb. Mike McFaul on Tillerson pick for State: “This is disturbing to me” SUNDAY 
EXCLUSIVE: Calif. Rep. Adam Schiff (D): “It was a mistake” for the Obama administration to 
not come out as definitively before the election with reports of Russian interference

DEC. 11, 2016 -- Reince Priebus, chief of staff to President-elect Donald Trump and outgoing 
chair of the Republican National Committee, told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd that, 
when it comes to the reports of Russian interference in the election, “I just don't know whether 
it's true or not.” 

Priebus continued: “You have no idea whether the hacking even influenced the election…. I 
don’t know who did the hacking.” When asked if the president-elect wants a congressional 
investigation on the matter, he replied, “I don't know what investigations he wants.” The chief of 
staff also asserted “the R.N.C. was not hacked.” Watch the full 
interview: http://nbcnews.to/2gOJRe5.
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Rep. Adam Schiff (D-Calif.), ranking member on the House House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence, disagreed: “The circumstantial evidence, which is all I could talk 
about publicly, is so profound that you’d really have to believe that, to accept Reince Priebus's 
argument, that the Russians aren't capable of hacking Republican institutions.” Schiff, who 
joined the program exclusively, noted that “it was a mistake” for the Obama administration to 
not come out with reports of Russian interference as definitively before the election. Watch the 
full interview:http://nbcnews.to/2gOJKiD.

“Did the Russians take some actions to try to help him?” said Mike McFaul of Trump. “I think 
the evidence is circumstantial enough. The former ambassador to Russia also shared doubts 
about Exxon Mobil CEO Rex Tillerson as a potential Secretary of State for the Trump 
administration: “The Obama administration rightly sanctioned Russian companies, including 
Igor Sechin, the CEO of Rosneft, ExxonMobil's partner. We can't just reverse those sanctions in 
the name of economic interests now, unless Russia changes its behavior…. Initially, this is 
disturbing to me.” Watch the full interview: http://nbcnews.to/2gOJkbO.

Mike Rowe, known best for his previous show “Dirty Jobs” and founder of the 
mikeroweWORKS Foundation, joined the network broadcast to discuss the role of the middle 
class and the value of work. “5.8 million jobs in the skills gap has to tell us something, on a 
deeper, broader level, about opportunity.” Watch his discussion with Todd and the 
panel: http://nbcnews.to/2gOG28C.

Also joining the show for insight and analysis were presidential historian Doris Kearns 
Goodwin, former R.N.C chair Michael Steele, former State Dept. official Rick 
Stengel, and Kim Strasselof The Wall Street Journal.  

Tune in to MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” weekdays at 5 p.m. ET, and sign up for NBC News’ “First 
Read” newsletter for more insight from Chuck Todd throughout the week.
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DECEMBER 18, 2016 

MTP EXCLUSIVE: PODESTA: “THE FIRST TIME I WAS CONTACTED BY THE 
F.B.I. WAS TWO DAYS AFTER WIKILEAKS STARTED DROPPING MY EMAILS”

Former Clinton Campaign Chair: Election “Was Distorted by the Russians” SUNDAY 
EXCLUSIVE: Fmr. Defense Secretary Robert Gates on Tillerson and Putin: “Being Friendly 
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Doesn’t Make You Friends” PLUS: Sens. Joe Manchin (D) and Shelley Moore Capito (R) on 
West Virginia’s Blue-to-Red Switch

DECEMBER 18, 2016 -- In his first interview since the election, former Clinton campaign 
chair John Podesta exclusively told “Meet the Press” moderator Chuck Todd: “the first time I 
was contacted by the F.B.I. was two days after WikiLeaks started dropping my emails,” adding: 
“that was the first and last time” he talked to the F.B.I. about his hacked email account.

Podesta also discussed whether the Trump campaign knew about Russia’s efforts, stating: “I 
would argue that there’s very, it's very much unknown whether there was collusion. … I think 
really not what Mr. Trump knew, but what did Trump Inc. know and when did they know it, 
were they in touch with the Russians? I think those are still open questions.”

When pressed twice by Todd on whether he thinks this was a “free and fair election,” Podesta 
replied: “I think it was distorted by the Russian intervention. Let's put it that way.” Watch the 
full interview: http://nbcnews.to/2hMWDKV

In a Sunday exclusive interview, former Secretary of Defense and former CIA Director 
Robert Gates said he does not think U.S. leaders have treated the Russian cyberattacks with a 
sense of urgency, stating: “I think that given the unprecedented nature of it and the magnitude of 
the effort, I think people seem to have been somewhat laid back about it.”

Gates also defended Secretary of State nominee Rex Tillerson’s ties to Russia and Vladimir 
Putin, saying: “clearly the CEO of any US company that does business around the world is going 
to want to be on friendly relationships with the leaders and governments of those countries where 
they do business. But being friendly doesn't make you friends.” Watch the full 
interview:http://nbcnews.to/2i3cNza

In a new NBC News/WSJ poll released on “Meet the Press,” more than half of Americans say 
they are concerned about Russia’s interference in the presidential election. More 
analysis:http://nbcnews.to/2gYT0mH

Earlier this week, Chuck Todd traveled to West Virginia to talk with Trump voters as well as the 
state’s two Senators, Democrat Joe Manchin and Republican Shelley Moore Capito, about 
why the formerly Democratic state has turned red. Sen. Capito pointed to economic troubles, 
saying: “We're one of the states that is considered to be in a recession. We have six counties that 
are in a depression.” Sen. Manchin told Todd: “I'm more of a moderate centrist, some people say 
I'm conservative. And I tell people, ‘I'm fiscally responsibility and I'm socially compassionate. 
Call me what you want.’” Watch the full segment: http://nbcnews.to/2gZRq5G

Joining the show for insight and analysis were Rick Santelli of CNBC, Yamiche 
Alcindor of The New York Times, BBC World News America anchor Katty Kay, and 
POLITICO Magazine contributor Jeff Greenfield.

Tune in to MSNBC’s “MTP Daily” weekdays at 5 p.m. ET, and sign up for NBC News’ “First 
Read” newsletter for more insight throughout the week.
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DECEMBER 25, 2016

FROM CAMPAIGN TO COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, CLIFFNOTES TO PRESIDENT-
ELECT TRUMP INTERVIEWS – THIS SUNDAY ON “MEET THE PRESS WITH 
CHUCK TODD”

__

Moderator Chuck Todd reviews his eighteen interviews with President-elect Donald Trump 
since the beginning of his presidential run, highlighting Trump’s positions on domestic policy, 
foreign policy and leadership style, with insight and analysis from this week’s roundtable:

Robert Costa 
National Political Reporter, The Washington Post; MSNBC Political Analyst

Hugh Hewitt
Host, “The Hugh Hewitt Show”; MSNBC Political Analyst

Joy Reid
Host, MSNBC’s “AM Joy”; MSNBC Political Analyst

Katy Tur
NBC News Correspondent


