
 
 

Part 1: 
Important Local Community Issue on 
KOOP Radio Report 
Q1 2021 
 
Following is a summary of the important local community issues that KOOP 
covered through its News and Public Affairs programs during Q1 2021.  
Following this section are the overall issues reports for each individual News and 
Public Affairs program. NOTE: Many of our news and public affairs 
programs were not aired during this Q1 as the station was closed for live 
broadcasts due to COVID-19. The shows presented in this report were prerecorded 
and aired at their designated time. 
 
Issue 1 -  Local Austin responses to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
what citizens can do to protect themselves and their neighbors 
During the first three months of 2021 COVID-19 continues to be an important 
issue in Austin. KOOP has broadcast many alerts and important information from 
the City of Austin Health Department and other agencies to inform our listeners 
about COVID-19.  The information helps listeners find access to information, 
PPE equipment, and where to go for help.  The alerts were broadcast throughout 
the day, usually at the top of each hour.  Following are programs that covered 
issues associated with COVID-19. 
 
Program: Reflections on Community Outreach 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
4/5/21  1:30 PM 30 min. Kila Wasa, Food Trailer Owner 
Issue: Kila Wasa food truck was shut down because of Covid and this gave her the 
opportunity to initiate new concept in the East Austin community on social issues. 
 
Program: Civil Rights and Wrongs 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
2/9/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Jereka Thomas-Hockaday, Co-founder of 
the Central Texas Allied Health Institute, and Paul Saldaña, Coordinator of the Austin 
Latino Coalition.  Also, Jim Harrington, retired founder of the Texas Civil Rights Project, 
and Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle.  
Issue:  We explore the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 for people of color: testing, 
hospitalization, deaths – and now, access to vaccines.  Dr. Hockaday has been 
instrumental in establishing and advocating for services in minority neighborhoods.  Paul 
Saldaña has drawn national and international attention to the circumstances faced by 
essential workers and multi-generational families in the Austin area.  And an update on 



 
 

the city’s purchase of a motel in District 6 (far northwest Austin) and continued 
deliberations regarding homeless issues as City Council revisits camping regulations. 
Importance: People of color have borne the brunt of the pandemic, due to being 
“essential workers,” multi-generational housing, and more than anything, lack of access 
to health care.  Actions from 2019 taken in regard to homelessness and camping are being 
reconsidered. 
 
Issue 2 – Re-imagining Public Safety: the Austin Police 
Department and the City of Austin responses to reformatting 
police 
Program: Civil Rights and Wrongs 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
3/23/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Adeola Ogunkeyede, Travis County’s first 
ever Chief Public Defender; Austin Sanders, staff writer for the Austin Chronicle. 
Issue:  The Public Defender’s Office was established in 2020 to provide high-quality 
holistic defense representation and other support to people accused of criminal offenses 
in Travis County.  Also, the City Manager will propose an Interim Police Chief to be 
approved by City Council. 
Importance: Ogunkeyede is the first person to hold the newly created position of Chief 
Public Defender.  The next APD Chief will face significant challenges as the police 
department undergoes a complete redesign. 
 
Program:  The Austin Common Radio Hour 
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/19/21  2:00 PM  :28   Leslie Poole, City of Austin Council  
                                                                          Member 
Issue: 
 Policing and the local Reimagining Public Safety part 1. What Austin is doing about 
restructuring the Austin Police. 
______________________________________________________________________
__  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/26/21  2:00 PM            0:28   Chris Harris, Committee and Taskforce on 

Re-imagine Public Safety in Austin 
Issues:   
Policing and the local Reimagining Public Safety part 2. A history of policing and public safety in 
Austin. 
 
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 



 
 

2/2/21   2:00 PM  :28   Chris Harris, Taskforce on Re-imagining  
  Public Safety in Austin 

Issue: 
History of Policing in Austin from the 70’ up to today. 
______________________________________________________________________
__  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/9/21   2:00 PM            0:28    Bill Spellman, Univ. of Texas Professor,  

and former Austin City Councilmember 
Issues:  Policing in Austin Crime statistics a police staffing in Austin.   
 
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/16/21  2:00 PM  :28   Karen Ranus, Executive Director of the  
                                                                        National Alliance on Mental Illness   
 
Issue: 
Policing and the Re-Imagine Public Safety Task Force.  Today we discuss policing and 
its effect on mental health. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Issue 3 – Local Elections for Propositions on May 1 2021 in 
Austin – important election for voters to show up.   
Program: The Austin Common Radio Hour 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/23/21  2:00 PM  :28   Bob Nicks, Austin Firefighters Assoc., and  

lt. Fireman in Austin  
Issue: 
The May 1, 2021 special election in Austin for voters to approve eight propositions. In 
this episode we focus on Proposition A regarding binding arbitration for the Austin Fire 
Dept. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Program: The Austin Common Radio Hour 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/30/21  2:00 PM  :28   Matthew Mollica, Ex. Directof of ECHO  
 
Issue:  Proposition B and homelessness in Austin. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Issue 4 – Austin Celebrates Black History Month 
 
Program: Civil Rights and Wrongs 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
2/2/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Ashley Farmer, Assistant Professor in the 
Departments of History and African and African Diaspora Studies at the University of 
Texas at Austin; Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle. 
Issue:  The contributions of Black women to civil rights and political movements 
throughout US history.  City Council deliberations regarding homeless issues as 
they revisit camping regulations and the purchase of two more motels. 
Importance: Black History month.  Homelessness grows worse but the city is trying to 
implement a housing plan using former motels. 
 
Issue 5 – Austin Celebrates National Women’s Month 
Program: Austin Common Radio Hour 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/16/21  2:00 PM            0:28   Vikki Goodwin, Texas Rep. Vikki Goodwin 
        
Issues:  National Women’s Month and a personal profile of Texas State Representative 
of Vikki Goodwin. 
__________________________________________________________ 
Program: Rag Radio 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
03/05/21 2:00              1 hr.              Sharon Rudahl 
        
Issue: 
National Women’s month and discuss with Feminist graphic artist Sharon Rudahi. 

 
Issue 6 – The February Ice and Freezing Temperatures in Austin 
and Texas takes down the electric grid and water supply 
 
Program: Rag Radio 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
02/26/21 2:00              1 hr.              Jim Hightower & Roger Baker 
 
Issue: 
Texas and Austin issues including the “snow apocalypse” and Austin’s mass 
transportation “boondoggle.” 
 
Program: The Austin Common Radio Hour 



 
 

Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/2/21   2:00 PM  :28   Vikki Goodwin, State of Texas House  
        Representative    

  
Issue: 
The ice, snow, and freezing temperatures in the Texas February storm took down the 
Texas electric grid and water system.  Rep. Vikki Goodwin discusses what happened 
and what the Texas Legislature plans to do about it. 
 
Program: Civil Rights and Wrongs 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
3/2/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Gus Bova, Staff Writer for the Texas 
Observer; Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle; Jim Harrington, retired 
founder of the Texas Civil Rights Project. 
Issue:  The experience of homelessness during the recent frigid spell.  Gus also discusses 
his recent article, “Graveyard Shift” which deals with the often-fatal consequences of 
being part of the workforce during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Austin Sanders provides an 
update from Austin City Council as it deals with the continuing fallout from the recent 
winter storm that crippled the city, especially extended water outages. 
Importance: People who have to work through the pandemic risk death in the line of 
duty.  People in Austin continue to suffer as a result of the ice and cold 2 weeks ago. 
  



 
 

 
Part 2 
 
Quarterly Issues reports from each of the KOOP News 
and Public Affairs Programs: 
 
Following are the quarterly issues reports for each KOOP News and Public 
Affairs programs regarding local community and other issues covered in each 
program for Q1 2021. 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 
Issues Report 
Program Title: Austin Artists 
Period: Q1 2021 
Mondays 1:00-1:30 pm  
 
 

 
  



 
 

KOOP Issues List 2021, Q1 Quarterly Report 
Reflection on Community Outreach 

Mondays 1:30 to 2 PM 
 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 
Program:  The Common Thread 
Date/Time:  Monday 2 – 3 PM 
 
Program Title: ~~The~Common~Thread~~ 
Date  Time  Duration 
1-4-21             2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
Issue 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
 
 
Keeping the fight up for disability rights and why we are not done yet 
Date  Time  Duration  
  1-11-21           2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
 
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
Disability and the Workplace; stop wasting work 
 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration 
1-18-21            2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
 
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
 
 
Free form music 
Date  Time  Duration 
1-25                2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
 
 
The problems with special needs; Isn’t it a pity 
 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration   
2-1-21              2-3p                  :56 mins 



 
 

 
 
 
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
 
 
Strategies to escape ableism 
 
 
 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  
2-8-21             2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
 
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
Joel Dembe and the ways we think about disability. How important is your independence. 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration   
2-15-21           2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
  
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
Liam Doyle; My path to Disability Advocacy 
 
 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration   
2-22-21           2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
 
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
 
 
 
Free form music 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Date  Time  Duration   
3-1-21              2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
Encore presentation- Judy Hueman and her historic role 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration   
3-15-21           2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
 
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
KOOP Community forcast  
Encore presentation- Laura Whitaker Presentation--The Dandelion Shift--Seeing the 
ability in Disability 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  
3-22-21           2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
 
Issue: 
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
Free form music 
 
 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration   
3-29-21            2-3p                  :56 mins 
 
 
Issue: 
truths about growing up disabiled  
Community announcements from Governor's committee on disabilities 
  



 
 

KOOP Issues List 2021 1st Quarterly Report (01/01/21 – 03/31/21)                                                     
(Report submitted 4/07/21 by Pedro Gatos)  

Program Title: Bringing Light Into Darkness (BLID), KOOP Monday News & Analysis
 Host: Pedro Gatos 
 
Date Time Duration Guest 
01/04/21 6:00pm 60:00  Rick Baum, Professor & City College of 

San Francisco 
                                                                        
Issue:  US Wealth Inequality Profile on the 62nd anniversary of the Cuban Revolution: 
Tonight’s show focus is to ‘Bring Light Into (the) Darkness’ which is created by the false 
image making created by our major news media. We believe we live in a democracy, but 
the truth is that you can have no democracy if wealth inequality is so skewed away from 
the majority of Americans to the direct beneficiaries that make up the of top 1%.  
We review a recent article published in Counterpunch, The Wealth Inequality Virus is 
Surging, 12/29/20 by Rick Baum, our guest. Rick Baum teaches Political Science at City 
College of San Francisco. and give us an overview of the latest 2020 Federal Reserve 
Survey data related to wealth inequality in our country. 
We reveal the deceitfulness of the ‘false image making narrative’ that our economic and 
wealth inequality problems were caused by the pandemic and its mishandling by 
President Trump, rather than a failing system itself. Trump may have mismanaged it but 
clearly well before the pandemic under both Republican and Democrat administrations 
there has been a great transfer of wealth since the 1980s to present, from the vast 
majority population, particularly the middle class, of the US to the top 1% percent 
particularly the top 1% of the top 1%. This trending includes the 8 years under President 
Obama. The result is conditions have been deteriorating or remaining untenable for an 
increasing majority of US citizens leading up to the 2016 election. We review the findings 
of the May 2018 Report of UN Special Rapporteur Philip Alston, on extreme poverty and 
human rights), during his 2017 mission to the United States of America to examine 
human rights in the US. His findings are shocking and indicate well before the pandemic 
it was the continuing deteriorating quality of life conditions for the majority population 
under the 8 years of Obama that may have been most responsible for why Trump beat 
out Hillary Clinton to become president in 2016. 
We close the show with recognition of the 62nd anniversary of the Cuban Revolution. We 
examine the lack of merits and the false narratives, of Secretary of State Pompeo State 
Department’s mainstream critiques of Cuba. Has it reached new heights of absurdity? 
After investing millions of dollars to falsely slander Cuba’s medical internationalism 
program, the State Department reportedly just last month is considering placing Cuba on 
the US state sponsors of Terrorism. We reveal the litany of terrorist acts committed from 
US soil to Cuba since 1959, to reveal the real state sponsor of terrorism. 
 
Date Time Duration Guest(s) 
1/11/21 6:00pm 60:00  
 



 
 

Issue: Kimberly Jones & BLM: Are We Missing the Big Picture by Asking the Wrong 
Questions?  
Tonight’s show is dedicated to an appreciation of Kimberly Jones for her fearless critique 
of the status quo from a BLM perspective. We want you to familiarize yourself with the 
content of claims made by Kimberly Jones in her 6-minute video on twitter, that went 
viral, the last minute and a half of which was featured to close out the 6/7/20 John 
Oliver’s Last Week Tonight show. She speaks about the BLM protests, inequality and 
police brutality and the mainstream media’s misleading portrayal of BLM and the 
protests by asking all the wrong questions.   
Ms. Jones argues we are asking the wrong questions and we are therefore not focusing 
on the most important issues. We honor her concerns and expand on her questions and 
her suggested foci. She questions "So when they say, “Why do you burn down the 
community? Why do you burn down your own neighborhood?” It’s (because it is) not 
ours. We don’t own anything.” “for 400 years, we played your game and built your 
wealth.”  
Our show tonight also expands on Ms. Jones’ explanation of why do some protestors 
chose to “burn down their own neighborhoods’ by sharing an excerpt Malcolm X speech 
addressing the same subject. We also address the question she provokes, where did all 
the wealth come from? Who built the wealth of the ages and what role did slavery play in 
creating not just the racial wealth divide in our country but globally how did the 
international power-structure accumulate its wealth? What is the world’s wealth 
inequality discrepancy? How did it become our reality? This show addresses this issue 
by detailing the historical manifestations that created it. 
A Third segment of the show tonight focuses on whether the same wrong questions 
being asked or not asked regarding the media portrayal of the Capital protests and 
irresponsible behaviors of Donald Trump administration in responding to the breaching 
of Capital security by the protestors last week is distracting us from the real problems of 
our nation.  
Black codes – vagrancy laws – convict leasing – Union Army enforced Reconstruction 
efforts until 1877 – 13th amendment… involuntary servitude… are among the historical 
legacies we discuss. 
 
Date Time Duration Guest(s) 
1/18/21 6:00pm 60:00  Evan Solis 
 
Issue: Questions Regarding Cuba being Placed on US State Sponsor of Terrorism List: 
A Dialogue between Evan Solis & Pedro Gatos  
We believe we honor Dr King every week on BLID by our weekly US Foreign Policy 
inquiries that MLK questioned, such as his concerns from studying US Vietnam 
intervention. Through the lens of MLK the framing of our foreign policy makes sense as 
driven by the ‘great triplets of racism, extreme materialism & militarism’.  
Tonight’s show is about terrorism, state sponsored terrorism, harboring terrorists & the 
United States list of state sponsored terrorist nations. Who makes those ‘war on 
terrorism’ determinations? What is the integrity of the information made available to the 



 
 

US public in making those judgements, as well as shaping public understandings of the 
‘motives’ behind other US foreign policy interventions as well? 
We juxtapose the evidence provided or lack thereof claiming terrorist enabling behavior 
on part of Cuba recently made by the Trump administration with the primary focus of 
Cuban foreign policy according to Cuba and based on documented empirical historical 
Cuban government actions, vs our own policies, what we have done in the name of US 
Foreign Policy based on our own history of documented empirical actions.  
How does Cuba vs the US compare regarding the claim of giving safe harbor to 
terrorists? Using case study of US foreign policy impact on El Salvador and its Civil War 
that ended in the 1990s, we reveal what US media ignored, namely the enabling of 
those responsible for death squads and terrorism given safe refuge in the US.  
We discuss the image making of US mainstream media in shaping our perception of 
Cuba as an authoritative nation. We give examples of pejorative methods being used to 
create false images that Cuba is so oppressive that Cubans aspire to leave Cuba at a 
much higher rate than other Caribbean countries.   
Is there valid criticism of Cuban government suppression of political non-violent dissent 
and political imprisonment? Do these claims have merit or are they overstated?  
What should we anticipate as a Biden foreign policy change towards Cuba? Will it be 
positive, and will it create a reciprocal appreciation for the other’s sovereignty?  
If people understood how our Foreign Policy impact vs Cuba impact on majority 
populations was substantially different regarding ‘quality of life’ outcomes, would Cuba 
be perceived differently?  All these questions are addressed.  
 
 
Date Time Duration Guest(s) 
1/25/21 6:00pm 60:00  Reverend Jim Rigby, St Andrew’s 
Presbyterian 
 
Issue: Honoring MLK by Studying his Words & Examining the Edifice that he claimed 
needs Restructuring: A Spiritual & Material Critique with Reverend Jim Rigby  
Dr King converged the spiritual critique with the economic and foreign policy missteps 
that is driving our world towards a premature and perhaps irreversible crisis of survival of 
our species. He called out our arrogance as a nation and violent foreign policy within the 
paradigm of racism and gross economic inequalities. Special guest Reverend Jim Rigby 
Pastor of St Andrew’ Presbyterian joins Pedro Gatos and leads a far-ranging discussion 
that highlights MLK words from his Beyond Vietnam 4/4/1967 speech and applies them 
to the deteriorating spiritual and material conditions more and more of our human 
species are being subject to.  
Many answers lie in the legacy of Dr MLK lessons he left behind many of which were 
most well developed and expressed in the Beyond Vietnam speech.  
You cannot celebrate the true calling and legacy of MLK, we believe without staying 
focused on his greatest concerns 
 
Date Time Duration Guest(s) 



 
 

2//1/21 6:00pm  60:00   
 
Issue: Do Black Lives Matter? Impact of Systemic Racism on Black History  
The show focus is on the impact of systemic racism on Black History and the State of 
Black America relative to White America. Three different periods of US history, ‘slavery’, 
‘Jim Crow’ and ‘Modern Day Discrimination’ utilizing different means and methods to 
subject African Americans to second class status are presented as systemic racism. 
Examples are documented and described and presented as a 2021 State of Black 
America snapshot.  
We examine the shocking findings of the January 25, 2021 Oxfam Report entitled The 
Inequality Virus. The COVID-19 Virus and its economic impact on billionaires compared 
to the majority interests of US citizens as well as the world’s majority clearly reveals the 
nature a failed economic system or what MLK referred to as the ‘edifice that needs 
restructuring’. We believe this is what he meant when he described the economic 
system focus need for a ‘radical change in values’ ‘from a ‘thing oriented’ focus to a 
people oriented’ one.  
Please join us as we kick off Black History Month by critically applying MLK’s work to 
modern day USA and systemic racism. You cannot celebrate the true calling and legacy 
of MLK, we believe without staying focused on his greatest concerns. 
 
Date Time Duration Guest(s) 
2//8/21 6:00pm 60:00  
 
Issue: In Honor of Charles Chenier: Tuskegee Airmen Experiences & How FDR’s New 
Deal & GI Bill Accelerated the Racial Wealth Divide Last week we detailed how slavery 
period, the Jim Crow period, interrupted by a short decade long Reconstruction period, 
was followed by Modern Day Discrimination that that continues to manifest its inequality 
today. We defined it as three connected eras that used different means and methods to 
ensure the second-class status of black lives’, hence the nature of systemic racism.  
This week we shift our attention to the documentation of how Black airmen responsible 
for the most dangerous positions within the US WWII Air Force missions, namely as 
fighter pilots incurred a two front War. One against Nazi Germany and the second 
against the longest war in US History, the War of Racism. Special Guest Charles 
Chenier is featured form a 2007 BLID exclusive interview. One of the last Tuskegee 
Airmen still alive at the time gives a chilling and insightful vision of segregation and 
mistreatment of some of our real American Heroes the Tuskegee Airmen.  
Mr. Chenier also reveals how we fed German Nazi prisoners better than our own black 
airmen and gives us insights into the nature of the advanced German air force 
capabilities faced in WWII.   
The show includes a history of how the ‘New Deal’s’ Social Security program and the 
post War GI Bill program disproportionately benefitted whites over blacks with the effect 
of furthering the great racial wealth divide during the Jim Crow era and right up through 
the 1970s. A history unreported to the US public. Please join us as we seek to honor 
Black History Month by continuing to pursue our goal of deconstructing ‘systemic racism’ 



 
 

by revealing its different manifestations throughout our colonial and post-independence 
history right up until today. 
 
Date Time Duration Guest(s) 
2//15/21 6:00pm 60:00 Amanda Jasso & Kellee Coleman   
 
Issue: Women & Women of Color Facing the Challenges Posed by Systemic  
We continue our Black History & State of Black America series of conscious raising 
shows around systemic racism & oppression. This week we speak with two activists 
Amanda Jasso and Kellee Coleman, who work with the City of Austin Equity Office. 
They share the challenges, by race and gender, that particularly are faced by women of 
color, at the local level regarding inequities posed by systemic oppression. Rather than 
complaining, they share the adaptive strategies women of color blazed in Austin Texas, 
in order to ‘normalize self-care’ and the care of their born and unborn children. 
Recognizing oppression and realizing it is not only about adapting to challenges and 
obstacles they place in the way to equality but recognizing that they are ‘systems’ ‘that 
are built to do what they are supposed to do’, maintain and expand the inequities that 
some benefit from while the majority to different degrees, some based on race and 
gender, are left to struggle with. Additional insights are provided such as the clarity in 
defining different types of ways oppression is manifested, however what is ‘not nearly as 
clear is how we experience white privilege’. 
Change is measured in incremental advances which hopefully will snowball into 
structural change. Oppression alienates us from our humanity, but we are inspired by 
how our guests minimize those impacts by the choices they make and teach us to make.  
We highlight the heroic role of Women in Austin in the context of their role throughout 
the world in mitigating the effects of poverty which is defined by Oxfam as “the worst 
form of violence perpetrated with the consent of society”. Insightful and empirically 
documented findings are reviewed of the Oxfam, Jan 2020 Report entitled, Unpaid and 
Underpaid Care Work and the Global Inequality Crisis: Even It Up. They include and 
document that  ‘Economic inequality is out of control’; “The monetary value of UNPAID 
CARE WORK globally for women aged  15 or older is at least $10.8 trillion annually”; “at 
the bottom of the economy, women and girls, especially women and girls living in 
poverty and from marginalized groups, are putting in 12.5 billion hours every day of 
(essential) care work for free, and countless more for poverty wages” and “Oxfam has 
calculated that this work adds value to the economy of at least $10.8 trillion annually.” 
What makes women so heroic is the lives that they save every day in the face of the 
oppression they disproportionately are encumbered by.  
 
 
 
 
Date Time Duration Guest(s) 
2/22/21 6:00pm 60:00   
 



 
 

Issue: Information Control, US Foreign Policy & Public Opinion Manipulation  
The convergence of wealth inequality and Media consolidation is explicated as the 
greatest risk to democracy. The degree of media consolidation is shocking and has led 
to the absence of so much of the dissenting evidence needed to form informed 
understandings regarding our collective foreign policy impact on the world stage. Without 
that we are unable of holding our government accountable and responsible for carrying 
out the will and interests of the majority population and instead become unconscious 
victims of the will and economic interests of the elite few. This show not only details the 
degree of media consolidation but also documents the methods and results of creating a 
misinformed electorate with clear examples and documentation. From the 1st Gulf War 
and before until today examples abound on how deceitfully misrepresentations were 
presented to the American public. 
“In 1983, the US media was controlled by 50 companies. There were nine companies 
ruling in the 1990s, and by 2020 the number shrank to six — AT&T, which bought Time 
Warner, Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS), Comcast, Disney, News Corp, and 
Viacom. This means that a huge amount of media companies are connected.” 
Those that own the overwhelming disproportionate wealth, also own the media, and 
therefore own the purveyors of ideas from epoch to epoch. As Herbert Marcuse 
described back in the 1970s in his book One Dimensional Man, a closed universe of 
discourse is created that shapes and creates false truths, and false history with the 
result that things people often believe but which in fact are false or grossly misleading. 
How we have been misled into conflict after conflict by control of information and the 
distorted presentation of false narratives is detailed with hard evidentiary examples. 
When foreign policy and public relations firms work hand in glove, we are advertised into 
supporting unjust interventions and wars.  
The last 25% of the show shifts to an introduction to the Libyan invasion of 2011 and the 
false propaganda that was connected to that war crime, which will be further explicated 
next week. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Date Time Duration Guest(s) 
3/1/21 6:00pm 60:00 Dr Alan Kuperman, University of Texas 
 
Issue: Deconstructing, on its 10th Anniversary, US Foreign Policy PR’ Propagandizing 
which Prompted Unjust Libyan ’Humanitarian Intervention’  In our final Black History & 
State of Black America celebration show, the 6th in our series of conscious raising shows 
around systemic racism & oppression, we continue our 2011 Libya US led NATO 
criminal overthrow of the Libyan government and its outcome featuring the distinguished 
research findings of Dr Alan Kuperman of the University of Texas. Dr Kuperman’s 
research findings brought light into the darkness of the false claims that led us to unjust 
NATO invasion of Libya ten years ago by contradicting the false ‘humanitarian 
intervention’ narrative that the US Obama government and mainstream media 
successfully promoted. Instead, our foreign policy intervention resulted in the opposite, 
another humanitarian disaster, highlighted by a return of slavery and the enabling of al 
Qaeda.  



 
 

Dr Kuperman documented ahead of the 2011 US led NATO overthrow of the Libyan 
government that “In fact the uprising from the first day as armed, militant and led by 
veterans of al Qaeda in northeastern Libya.” … “the uprising was led, initiated, 
spearheaded by al Qaeda veterans.” And that Gaddafi’s Libyan airstrikes specifically 
targeted these insurgents and NOT civilians. 
Last week before ending our show with a Libya focus, we detailed the false narrative 
promoted by the Hill Knowlton PR firm as an important component of misleading the US 
public to support the 1st Gulf War against Iraq. We also shared the false narrative 
promoted by the US government and swallowed whole without dissent by mainstream 
media (MSM) that lead us to the unjust 2003 invasion in Iraq. It is in that context that we 
examine the US government and MSM misrepresentations that led to the unjust 
overthrow of the Libyan government in 2011. If we do not become historically literate to 
the truths of our past interventions than we are much more likely to be played like 
chumps again today and tomorrow. Please join us tonight as we continue, this time 
through the research of Dr Alan Kuperman, to bring light into the darkness of the deceit 
our government and mainstream media so routinely have concocted that preceded our 
histories of US foreign policy intervention in order to reduce its opposition. 
‘Trust but verify’ demands responsibility and accountability by an informed electorate. 
Please join us tonight as we seek to help contribute to building such an informed US 
public. 
 
Date Time Duration Guest  
3/8/21 6:00pm 60:00  Kathy Kelly, Internationalist Human Rights 

Activist 
 
Issue: Lessons from the Lifelong Experiences & Work of Internationalist Human Rights 
Activist Kathy Kelly in Honor of International Women’s Month  There is something wrong 
with the US foreign policy being predicated on the expectation that other countries 
should put US foreign policy desires ahead of their own interests. And if they fail to, and 
there is noncompliance, sanctions, foreign intervention or outright facilitation of conflict 
and war by the most powerful country and its allies on the planet too often, follows. Our 
guest the esteemed human rights activist who has practiced civil disobedience and its 
consequences for the last several decades shares why she and others are willing to get 
arrested and jailed in order to fight back against the negative outcomes that have taken 
so many civilian men, women and children lives. Ms. Kelley traveled to Iraq 17 times 
beginning in or about 1990 and also has frequented Afghanistan among other places 
where US foreign policy results have impacted so negatively so many lives. She is part 
of a larger group of patriots who are loyal to ethical tradition that says no to “unjust laws” 
no to “unjust wars” and no to “unjust sanctions” as she reveals the outcomes, they 
create from eyewitness accounts. 
Our particular focus is on her Iraq experiences and lessons learned but not covered by 
our ‘mainstream media’ including NPR. From intentionally targeting sanitation, water 
systems and other infrastructure and then denying chlorinators and other supplies to 
address the basic civilian needs over a ten-year period during the sanction period 



 
 

following 1990 -1991 Desert Storm, up until the 2003 US invasion. A scenario being 
repeated in Yemen as well as in the 2011 Libya invasion. Ms. Kelly also responds to the 
takeover of the Iraqi economy by the Coalitional Provisional Authority led by Paul 
Bremer and the profiteering mainly by US corporate interests. 
If US public knew of these tragic consequences, they would not have tolerated it.  
‘Trust but verify’ demands responsibility and accountability by an informed electorate. 
Please join us tonight as we seek to help contribute to building such an informed US 
public. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Date Time Duration Guest 
3/15/21 6:00pm 60:00  Sonja Jevette & PJ Pullus 
 
Issue: Women are the Real Heroes: in Honor of International Women’s Month 
Promoting Needed Equity from a World Context to a Local Austin Music Scene Context  
This week we feature two local Austin Women Musician Activists, Sonja Jevette and 
KOOP’s own Penny Jo Pullus. We begin the show with some highlights from two Oxfam 
Reports, Time to care: Unpaid and underpaid care work and the global inequality crisis; 
Even It Up, Oxfam, Jan 2020, and The Inequality Virus: Bringing together a world torn 
apart by coronavirus through a fair, just, and sustainable economy, Oxfam 2021. 
The reports document the impact that unpaid and underpaid care work has on the 
prospects and livelihoods of women and girls across the world, how that is driving 
growing inequality and the Covid 19 virus has impacted women disproportionately and 
revealed the real monster behind the curtain, gross wealth inequality. Such levels of 
wealth Inequality are stoned killers and the most vulnerable are the victims. We 
celebrate the sober fact that if it were not for heroic and largely unpaid labor of women 
the premature death rates would be astronomical. 
The main focus of the show features Sonja Jevette Austin based singer, songwriter, 
psychedelic soul music six string slinger music producer, mult- instrumentalist live 
streaming virtual music artist who was listed in August 2020 as one of the celebrated girl 
guitar players in Girl Guitar magazine. We also feature Penny Jo Pullus founder of 
TeXchromosome nonprofit and host of TeXchromosome Radio which serves up a 
unique blend of all female programming each Friday morning on KOOP Radio. We 
discuss and celebrate Women in the local Austin Scene and the work Sonja is doing to 
promote equity in the Music scene for Women.  
We feature two Women “Superheroes” and two of Sonja Jevette’s songs off her 2019 
Superhero release.  
 
Time Time  Duration Guest 



 
 

3/22/21 6:00pm 60:00  Jeremy Kuzmarov, Editor Covert Action 
 
Issue: Alexei A. Navalny & the Ongoing Pejorative Presentation of Russia: Is he a 
Russian Dissident or is this Another Snow Job?  With special guest, editor, and 
investigative journalist Jeremy Kuzmarov. In 2015 Russia enacted laws requiring NGOs 
financed by outside nations and are seeking to influence the internal politics of Russia to 
register as ‘foreign agents. This included the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) 
which outraged US government and NED officials. Investigative journalist Robert Parry 
accurately described the NED as “a U.S. government-funded organization created in 
1983 to do what the Central Intelligence Agency previously had done in financing 
organizations inside target countries to advance U.S. policy interests and, if needed, 
help in ‘regime change’.” The US government was outraged despite Russia essentially 
mimicking the same law, The Foreign Agent Registration Act, that we passed in our own 
country in 1938. 
In 1991, the Washington Post essentially validated what Parry was claiming regarding 
the purposes of the NED, as it quoted one of the founders of the NED Allen Weinstein as 
saying “a lot of what we do today was done covertly 25 years ago by the CIA.” 
Tonight, we are joined by the managing editor of Covert Magazine as we examine the 
covert manner and outcome in which the American public has been conditioned 
informationally to be receptive to anti-Russian disposition. Our focus is on the alleged 
poisoning of Alexei Navalny and the rush to judgment that the Russians did it. We 
review the evidence to date as well as in light of the recent 21st century multiple 
scenarios in which the US government and the US media has repeatedly come up 
empty after making claims of certainty that Russia or another US ‘adversary’ had 
committed egregious acts. We review our guest, Jeremy Kuzmarov’s recent article 
Russian Opposition Leader Alexey Navalny a Key Prop in a Psychological Warfare 
Operation Designed to Bring Down Vladimir Putin? 
We provide a much fuller and more fully documented and therefore healthier contextual 
information base to our listeners. It is called investigative journalism rather than 
‘promoting a narrative’. in order that our listeners can make a more well-informed 
estimation regarding what to believe. Who benefits? Who has a higher motive? What is 
the evidence that is brought forth? Is due process honored or discarded? Where does 
the preponderance of circumstantial evidence point? Learning how to not be played…. 
Again, and again!  
 
  
Time Time  Duration Guest 
3/29/21 6:00pm 60:00             Senator Sarah Eckhardt, PJ Pullus,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
      Lynn Cowles & Reshmi Chowdhury 
 
Issue: Senator Sarah Eckhardt, KOOP Women Activists, & Covid-19 Revelations of the 
Predatory System that Women Insulate the World Majority Population from With special 
guest, TX Senator Sarah Eckhardt and KOOP’s own, PJ Pullus, Lynn Cowles & Reshmi 
Chowdhury. This show is part of a four-show combination this week in celebration of the 
last week of International Women’s Month (IWM. We begin with Reflections of 
Community Outreach (ROCO) on Monday 3/29 followed by this BLID show at 6pm the 



 
 

same day. We are followed by Civil Rights & Wrong show focus on Tuesday 3/30 at 6pm 
and this collage of four shows that continue our KOOP IWM celebration ends with In 
Touch Interviews on 3/31/21 at 2:30pm. 

The show introduction details the $10T (not billon!) of unpaid labor by women of the world 
contribute that augment the criminal wealth inequality divide produced by the predatory nature of 
the world economic system that the US and EU dominate through institutions such as the world 
Health Organization (WTO). We document how claims that pharmaceutical companies take 
significant risks and largely finance the science behind the Covid 19 vaccination development and 
production is completely misleading and false. 

It is within this context that we then transition from the macro world level and how women 
significantly insulate the majority population from the hard edges of a profoundly undemocratic 
‘profit over people’ priority, to the local US and Travis County level with our honorable women 
activist guests.  

It is a great honor for BLID to present Texas Senator Eckhardt who reminds us that ‘the world 
may be unfair, but it is not inherently cruel’, and shares the three greatest things that are getting 
collectively rolled back here in the US, women’s reproductive health rights, public education, and 
free and welcoming access to vote. PJ Pullus who led KOOP’s efforts to bring the music of 
women together just one year ago as the Covid experience was beginning; Lynn Cowles who 
personifies dedicated activism and reveals the experiences of the disenfranchised in our 
community; And Reshmi Choudhury who shares the impact of the recent Atlanta horrific murders 
as part of the important insights she shares into the specific nature of racism that our Asian 
American population are subject to as well as the strengths they have brought to the fabric of our 
US culture. 

 
 
  



 
 

 
 
Issues Report 
Program Title: Fronteriza 
Period: Q1 2021 
Tuesdays 1:00-1:30 pm  
 
 

 
 



 
 

Issues Report 
Program Title: The Sex Ed Show 
Period: Q1 2021 
Tuesdays 1:30 -2:00 pm  
 

  



 
 

Issues Report 
Program Title: The Austin Common Radio Hour (new show) 
Period: Q1 2021 
Tuesdays 2:00-2:30 pm  
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/5/21   2:00 PM  :28   No guests 
 
Issue: 
Civic Engagement.  Host Amy Stansbury gives civic tips on how to be engaged in Austin 
policy and government issues. 
______________________________________________________________________
__  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/12/21  2:00 PM            0:28    Pooja Sethi, member of Asian American  

Quality of Life Advisory Commission, City of 
Austin 

       Rocky Lane, Public Safety Commission  
       Leslie Poole, City of Austin Council  

  Member 
 
Issues:   
Host Amy and her guests discuss Boards and Commissions in Austin and how to attend a 
meeting, and how to sign up to be a member of one of the Commissions.  
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/19/21  2:00 PM  :28   Leslie Poole, City of Austin Council  
                                                                          Member 
Issue: 
 Policing and the local Reimagining Public Safety part 1. What Austin is doing about 
restructuring the Austin Police. 
______________________________________________________________________
__  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/26/21  2:00 PM            0:28   Chris Harris, Committee and Taskforce on 

Re-imagine Public Safety in Austin 
Issues:   
Policing and the local Reimagining Public Safety part 2. A history of policing and public safety in 
Austin. 
 
______________________________________________________________________
_ 



 
 

Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/2/21   2:00 PM  :28   Chris Harris, Taskforce on Re-imagining  

  Public Safety in Austin 
Issue: 
History of Policing in Austin from the 70’ up to today. 
______________________________________________________________________
__  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/9/21   2:00 PM            0:28    Bill Spellman, Univ. of Texas Professor,  

and former Austin City Councilmember 
Issues:  Policing in Austin Crime statistics a police staffing in Austin.   
 
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/16/21  2:00 PM  :28   Karen Ranus, Executive Director of the  
                                                                        National Alliance on Mental Illness   
 
Issue: 
Policing and the Re-Imagine Public Safety Task Force.  Today we discuss policing and 
its effect on mental health. 
______________________________________________________________________  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/23/21  2:00 PM            0:28    John Hoffner, Solar Energy Engineer 
              
Issues:   
Electricity and what happened during the snow, ice and freezing temperatures in Austin and the 
state of Texas.  What happened to take down the Texas electric grid and water supply. 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/2/21   2:00 PM  :28   Vikki Goodwin, State of Texas House  
        Representative    

  
Issue: 
The ice, snow, and freezing temperatures in the Texas February storm took down the 
Texas electric grid and water system.  Rep. Vikki Goodwin discusses what happened 
and what the Texas Legislature plans to do about it. 
______________________________________________________________________
_  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/9/2  2:00 PM            0:28    Marissa Aguilar, Austin Activist, and Task 

Force on Re-imagining public safety in Austin. 
        
Issues:   



 
 

Reimagining public safety and the restructuring of Austin’s police department. 
 
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
 
______________________________________________________________________
__  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/16/21  2:00 PM            0:28   Vikki Goodwin, Texas Rep. Vikki Goodwin 
        
Issues:  Personal profile of Texas State Representative of Vikki Goodwin. 
______________________________________________________ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/23/21  2:00 PM  :28   Bob Nicks, Austin Firefighters Assoc., and  

lt. Fireman in Austin  
Issue: 
The May 1, 2021 special election in Austin for voters to approve eight propositions. In 
this episode we focus on Proposition A regarding binding arbitration for the Austin Fire 
Dept. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/30/21  2:00 PM  :28   Matthew Mollica, Ex. Directof of ECHO  
 
Issue:  Proposition B and homelessness in Austin. 
______________________________________________________________________
__  
 
 
  



 
 

Issues Report 
Program Title: This Way Out 
Period: Q1 2021 
Tuesdays 2:30 - 3:00 pm  

 



 
 

Program Title: Civil Rights and Wrongs 
Tuesday 6 to 7 PM 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
1/5/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Elsa Reyes, Latina activist and Board Chair 
of the organization Jolt Action which promotes civic engagement in the Texas Latino 
community.  Elsa produces her own podcast called the Latinx Identity Project.  Also, Jim 
Harrington, retired founder of the Texas Civil Rights Project.  Austin Sanders, Staff 
Writer for the Austin Chronicle.  
Issue:  Reflections on the 2020 election, Latinx culture, and identity politics.  Also, 
updates us on the city’s efforts to provide housing and support services for homeless 
individuals through “ProLodges.” 
Importance: Elsa challenges the fiction of the monolithic Hispanic voter.  Austin reports 
on a program that is actually making a difference in the lives of hundreds of homeless 
people in the City of Austin. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
1/12/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Michael Barajas, Staff Writer for the Texas 
Observer.  Also, Jim Harrington, retired founder of the Texas Civil Rights Project.  
Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle.  
Issue:  Conditions for those incarcerated in Texas prisons and jails, as well as the strain 
on their families.  We also discuss two more reports from the City of Austin that examine 
the culture inside of the Austin Police Department, focusing on the Training Academy. 
Importance: Texas jails and prisons remain very high risk for the spread of COVID-19.  
The latest reports are two more sponsored by the City of Austin that indicate serious and 
systemic problems in the Austin Police Department and its Training Academy. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
1/19/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Mike Clark-Madison, News Editor for the 
Austin Chronicle. 
Issue:  Broad preview of the 87th Texas Legislature. 
Importance: Given the pandemic and resulting economic upheaval, this session has the 
potential to pass critical and far-reaching legislation. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
1/26/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Chanté Davis, Annie Fierro and Emma 
Galbraith from the Sunrise Movement, a youth-led climate action organization with more 
than 400 hubs in the US. Also, Jim Harrington, retired founder of the Texas Civil Rights 
Project.  And Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle.  
Issue:  Members of Sunrise lead various activities, from school strikes drawing attention 
to the United States’ lack of climate policy, to phone-banking and canvassing for 
candidates who promise to support the Green New Deal.  Also, updates on several 
controversies in which the Austin Police Department is currently embroiled, including 
officer indictments, friction with City Council, and a recent fatal shooting by officers that 
is still under investigation. 



 
 

Importance:  Climate policy is taking on renewed importance with the new 
administration in Washington DC.  The Austin Police Department became the focus of 
much attention last August when its budget was reduced by City Council. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
2/2/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Ashley Farmer, Assistant Professor in the 
Departments of History and African and African Diaspora Studies at the University of 
Texas at Austin; Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle. 
Issue:  The contributions of Black women to civil rights and political movements 
throughout US history.  City Council deliberations regarding homeless issues as 
they revisit camping regulations and the purchase of two more motels. 
Importance: Black History month.  Homelessness grows worse but the city is trying to 
implement a housing plan using former motels. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
2/9/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Jereka Thomas-Hockaday, Co-founder of 
the Central Texas Allied Health Institute, and Paul Saldaña, Coordinator of the Austin 
Latino Coalition.  Also, Jim Harrington, retired founder of the Texas Civil Rights Project, 
and Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle.  
Issue:  We explore the disproportionate impact of COVID-19 for people of color: testing, 
hospitalization, deaths – and now, access to vaccines.  Dr. Hockaday has been 
instrumental in establishing and advocating for services in minority neighborhoods.  Paul 
Saldaña has drawn national and international attention to the circumstances faced by 
essential workers and multi-generational families in the Austin area.  And an update on 
the city’s purchase of a motel in District 6 (far northwest Austin) and continued 
deliberations regarding homeless issues as City Council revisits camping regulations. 
Importance: People of color have borne the brunt of the pandemic, due to being 
“essential workers,” multi-generational housing, and more than anything, lack of access 
to health care.  Actions from 2019 taken in regard to homelessness and camping are being 
reconsidered. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
2/16/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Jameila “Meme” Styles, Founder and 
President of MEASURE; and Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle.  
Issue:  MEASURE was founded to address community policing but now extends to 
health, education and economic disparities.  Meme discusses her work to empower 
people impacted by data disparities and the accompanying narrative.  Austin Sanders 
talks about the impending retirement of APD Chief Brian Manley and reflects on his 
tenure as Austin’s head law enforcer. 
Importance: Data is often biased against people of color.  Chief Manley has been the 
focus of much criticism, especially since the protests during summer of 2020. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
2/23/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Jeff Littlejohn, Professor of History, Sam 
Houston State Univ. at Huntsville.  Also, Jim Harrington, retired founder of the Texas 
Civil Rights Project. 



 
 

Issue:  Documenting lynchings in the state of Texas.   
Importance: Ensures accuracy in history, and lessens the possibility or recurrence.  
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
3/2/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Gus Bova, Staff Writer for the Texas 
Observer; Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle; Jim Harrington, retired 
founder of the Texas Civil Rights Project. 
Issue:  The experience of homelessness during the recent frigid spell.  Gus also discusses 
his recent article, “Graveyard Shift” which deals with the often-fatal consequences of 
being part of the workforce during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Austin Sanders provides an 
update from Austin City Council as it deals with the continuing fallout from the recent 
winter storm that crippled the city, especially extended water outages. 
Importance: People who have to work through the pandemic risk death in the line of 
duty.  People in Austin continue to suffer as a result of the ice and cold 2 weeks ago. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
3/9/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Martha Pincoffs is a self-described 
entrepreneur, speaker and coach. She has utilized her training as a chef to found and offer 
consultancy services to several Texas based culinary businesses. She is co-founder of 
Waking Giants, a social impact company that provides the tools needed to promote 
activism and do good. Additionally, she serves on the boards of various other non-profits 
within these same realms. Muna Hussaini is the chief of staff to the CTO at Indeed and a 
community activist.  She currently is serving as president of the board for Muslim Space, 
Vice Chair for Emgage TX, a board member at Interfaith Action of Central Texas, and on 
the advisory board at Path Forward.  Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin 
Chronicle. 
Issue:  Martha and Muna are two of the three hosts of the Three Righteous Mamas 
podcast.  The podcast explores topical issues with change makers and societal leaders of 
our day, while exploring the ways in which motherhood is pivotal to shaping each of us 
and the world we live in.  Austin Sanders provides an update from the March 4 meeting 
of the Austin City Council, which issued an apology for disenfranchising Black 
residents.  Council also directed staff to establish a Black Embassy in East Austin to 
serve as a resource for the community. 
Importance: The month of March is designated as Women’s History Month here in the 
United States, while yesterday, March 8th, was International Women’s Day around the 
world.  The action taken by Austin City Council was a significant move toward 
reparations to Black residents who may have been disenfranchised. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
3/16/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Fernando Torres-Gil, Professor of Social 
Welfare and Public Policy at UCLA.  He served as the first-ever Assistant Secretary of 
Aging in the Department of Health and Human Services in the Clinton administration, as 
well as the Vice Chair of the National Council on Disability in the Obama 
administration.  Recently he and Jacqueline Angel from UT’s LBJ School co-authored an 
opinion piece for the Houston Chronicle titled, “The time is now for a new ‘New 



 
 

Deal.’”   Also, Jim Harrington, retired founder of the Texas Civil Rights Project.  And 
Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle. 
Issue:  A new “New Deal” in the era of COVID-19.  Austin Police Officer indicted for 
first degree murder in the killing of Michael Ramos as part of on-duty operations. 
Importance: The demographic make-up of the United States will change significantly 
over the next 20-30 years.  The indictment for first degree murder of the APD officer 
while on-duty is likely a first in Austin history. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
3/23/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Adeola Ogunkeyede, Travis County’s first 
ever Chief Public Defender; Austin Sanders, staff writer for the Austin Chronicle. 
Issue:  The Public Defender’s Office was established in 2020 to provide high-quality 
holistic defense representation and other support to people accused of criminal offenses 
in Travis County.  Also, the City Manager will propose an Interim Police Chief to be 
approved by City Council. 
Importance: Ogunkeyede is the first person to hold the newly created position of Chief 
Public Defender.  The next APD Chief will face significant challenges as the police 
department undergoes a complete redesign. 
 
Date  Time  Duration Guest 
3/31/2021 6:00 PM 1 hour  Teresa Mioli, Online Content Coordinator 
for the Knight Center for Journalism in the Americas at the University of Texas at 
Austin; Jennifer Delk, board member for the League of Women Voters, Austin Area, 
Chairs of the Community Outreach Committee; Beth Sullivan, Assistant News Editor for 
the Austin Chronicle, also writes the “Qmmunity” column, which covers LGBTQIA 
news and events; Austin Sanders, Staff Writer for the Austin Chronicle. 
Issue: Online journalism in Latin American media; the work of the League of Women 
Voters; LGBTQIA-related bills currently before the Texas Legislature; the selection of an 
Interim Police Chief, and the possible reopening of the APD Training Academy. 
Importance: Latin American Journalists are often in danger for reporting the truth; the 
League of Women Voters continues to provide impartial profiles of candidates and issues 
to inform the public; there are numerous anti-transgender bills currently before the Texas 
Legislature, many focused on trans athletes; the next APD Chief will face a department 
undergoing significant transformation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Issues Report 
Program Title: Off Stage and On the Air 
Period: Q1 2021 
Wednesdays 1:00 - 2:00 pm  
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
1/6/21 1:00pm 60:00 Different Stages; Norman Blumensaadt, 

Karen Jambon, The Cricket on the Hearth 
   City Theatre; Andy Berkovsky Austin Acts & 

Spoon River Anthology 
    
Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 
 

  
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
1/13/21 1:00pm 60:00 No Guests 
    
Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 
 

  
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
1/20/21 1:00pm 60:00 Austin Creative Alliance; John Reidie & 

Austin Shakespeare; Ann Ciccolella City 
Cultural Funding 

    
Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 
 

  
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
1/27/21 1:00pm 60:00 The Hideout Theatre; Kareem Badra, Roy 

Yanick, Courtney Hopkin; What The Hideout 
has been up to 



 
 

   AGLIFF; Bears Rebecca Fonte – What 
AGLFF is up to 

    
Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 
 

  



 
 

Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
2/3/21 1:00pm 60:00 Wimberley Players; Simone Corpru; The 

Gin Game 
    
Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 
 

 
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
2/10/21 1:00pm 60:00 Pollyanna Theatre Company; judy 

matetzschk-campbell 
    
Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 

 
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
2/17/21 1:00pm 60:00 Central Texas Live Theatre; Michael Meigs. 
    
Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 

 
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
2/24/21 1:00pm 60:00 Ben Vereen – His early life in theatre 
    
Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 

 
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
3/3/21 1:00pm 60:00 Austin Playhouse; Lara Toner Haddock & 

Cindi Williams; Roaring 
   Jarrott Productions; David Jarrott, Will 

Douglas The Speaker Speaks  
  

Issue: 



 
 

Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 
 



 
 

Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
3/10/21 1:00pm 60:00 Membership Drive 
   UT School of Theatre and dance; Kristian 

Mendez Aguiree Year of the Tiger 
    
Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 

 
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
3/17/21 1:00pm 60:00 Austin Shakespeare; Ann Ciccolella, Paul 

Parente, Justin Scalise, Tom Green Henry 
IV Parts I & II 

   Georgetown Palace; Emily Taylor, Jill 
Jackson, Meredith Brand, Jake Maspero, 
Almost Maine 

Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 

 
 
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
3/24/21 1:00pm 60:00 Street Corner Arts; Romel Sulit, Spenser 

Davis,  Shariba Rivers, Kelsey Mazak, Carlo 
Lorenzo Garcia; The Spin 

Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 

 
 
Program Title:  Off Stage and On The Air -- REMOTE 
  
Date Time Duration Guest 
3/31/21 1:00pm 60:00 Austin Creative Alliance & Coldtown 

Theatre; Jenny Lavery & Tauri Laws-Phillips 
– The  Unified Auditions & EDI workshops 

   VORTEX; Valonecia Tolbert, Florinda 
Bryant; Tales of a  Blerd Ballerina 

Issue: 
Theatre around the USA and Austin, Tx. 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Issues Report 
Program Title: In-Touch Interviews 
Period: Q1 2021 
Wednesdays 2:00 – 2:30 pm  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 

Issues Report 
Program Title: Shades of Green 
Period: Q1 2021 
Thursdays 1:00 – 2:00 pm  
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/7/21   1:02 PM     0:56  David Foster, Luke Metzger, Ann Hoffner.  

Tom Bailer, Michael Kuhn, James Hoffner,  
Kate Hoffner 

 
Issue:  New Years environmental resolution show. Callers give their proposed 
environmental related resolutions regarding their personal and professional lives.  
______________________________________________________________________
__  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/14/21 1.         1:02 PM     0:28             Ken Snipes, Exec Director 
for  

Austin Resource Recovery 
, Ex 

  2.  1:31      0:28    
Issue:   

1. Austin Resource Recovery Dept recently expanded its curbside recycling program to now 
include all residence of Austin.  Ken Snipes describes the details of the program. 

2. Citizen Climate Lobby of Austin has a program to increase the use of electric vehicles in 
Texas.. 

______________________________________________________________________
__  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/21/21   1:02 PM     0:56  Kaiba White, President, Solar Austin 
      Beryl Dann, Project Manager, Solar Austin  

  
Issue:   

Solar Austin has implemented a new training and internship program for minority students 
to work in the solar industry.  The program is called Pathway to Clean Energy Careers 
program. 

______________________________________________________________________
__ 

Date  Time  Duration Guests 
1/28/21 1:02 PM     0:56  Stephanie Thomas, Texas Public Citizens   
      Rebecca Hinojosa, Houston Sierra Club  
 
  



 
 

The US has rejoined the Paris Climate Change agreement.  How will that affect the US 
and the world, and Austin.  
______________________________________________________________________
__ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/4/21  1:02 PM    No local Austin Issues covered 
 
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/11/21   1:02 PM     0:56  Tom Smitty Smith,   Director of TxETRA  
 
Issue:  Texas Electric Transportation Resource Alliance and how they are working to 
build the infrastructure to support the growth of electric vehicles in Austin and Texas. 
Building charging stations is a priority. 
______________________________________________________________________
__ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/18/21 1:03 PM     0:56  Ken Snipes, Austin Resource Recovery 

 
Issue: Rerun of interview with Ken Snipes of Austin Resource Recovery.  See January 
14, 2021 
______________________________________________________________________ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
2/25/21 1:02 PM     0:56  Chrysta Casteneda, Candidate for Texas  

Railroad Commission,  
Adrian Shelley,  Director of Texas Public  

Citizen 
                                                                         
Issue:    The Texas storm of Feb 21, power and water systems went down, and we 
discuss some of the reasons behind the crisis. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/4/21  1:04  0:56  Susan Butler, Jacobs Engineering Water  

Expert 
      David Foster, Clean Water Action   
 



 
 

Issue:  During the Texas Storm of 2021 many customers in Austin and the rest of the 
state lost their water supply.  We discuss some of the causes and what our officials and 
citizens might do to avoid the problem in the future.    
______________________________________________________________________
_ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/11/21 1:02 PM     0:56  Paul Robbins, Local Environmental  

Advocate, 
Bruce Melton, Austin Mechanical Engineer,  
and local climate action advocate 

  
     
Issue: Climate, energy and the Texas grid and why it went down during the storm crisis 
of Feb 2021. 
______________________________________________________________________
__  
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________
__  
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/18/21 1:02 PM     0:56   Izzy Held and Matthew Kim, Organizers 
      Austin Environmental Coalition 

   
Issue:   
 Austin Environmental Coalition student organization for climate change.  Hosting a letter 
writing campaign planned for the weekend. 
______________________________________________________________________
__ 
Date  Time  Duration Guests 
3/25/21  1:00 PM  :56  Peter Kelly-Detwiller, Clean Energy Expert 

 and Author 
Ken Donohoo, Board Member, CleanTx 
Brandon Cosinteno, Dir. CleanTx 

 
Issue: The upcoming GridNext conference in Austin. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Issues Report 
Program Title: Lights Camera, Austin 
Period: Q1 2021 
Thursdays 2:00 – 3:00 pm 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
Program Title:  People United (January-March 2021) 
Q1 2021 Issues Report 
Fridays 1 – 2 PM 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
01/22/21 1:00 pm 1 hour   Jere Locke (Texas Drought Project) 
 
Issue: 
An interview with a co-founder of a statewide environmental group covers what the 
incoming presidential administration may mean for global climate change. 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
02/05/21 1 pm  1 hour   Fred L. McGhee (maritime 
archaeologist, historical anthropologist, community activist, former Austin City Council 
candidate in District 3) 
 
Issue: 
A local scholar and community activist is heard giving a talk about his book Austin’s 
Montopolis Neighborhood, a historical look at the multiethnic neighborhood southeast of 
the Texas capital's urban core. 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
02/19/21 1 pm  1 hour   Amanda Johnston (Black Poets 
Speak Out) 
 
Issue: 
Coverage of a local poet includes her talking about, and performing from, her first full-
length collection, Another Way to Say Enter. 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
02/26/21 1:00 pm 1 hour   Elizabeth H. Clare 
 
Issue: 
Coverage of a local writer features her discussing her historical study The Austin Dam 
Disaster of 1900. 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
03/12/21 1:00 pm 1 hour   Heather Ross (KOOP Radio) 



 
 

 
Issue: 
An interview with a station colleague—the host of The Sex Ed Show and one of the 
rotating hosts of the program Austin Artists—covers her experiences with media, the 
performing arts, and social justice in Central Texas.  
  



 
 

  
 
Program Title:  Rag Radio 
January-March, 2021 
Period: Q1 2021 
Fridays 2:00 – 3:00 pm  
 
 
 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
03/26/21 2:00   1 hr.   Julie Fleming & Alice Embree 
 
Issue: 
Voter suppression in Texas 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
03/12/21 2:00   1 hr.   Glenn Smith & Roy Casagranda 
         
Issue: 
News and news analysis. 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
03/05/21 2:00              1 hr.              Sharon Rudahl 
        
Issue: 
Feminist graphic artist. 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
02/26/21 2:00              1 hr.              Jim Hightower & Roger Baker 
 
Issue: 
Texas and Austin issues including the “snow apocalypse” and Austin’s mass 
transportation “boondoggle.” 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
02/12/21 2:00              1 hr.              Harvey Wasserman 
        



 
 

 
Issue: 
Voter suppression, environmental movement, and other issues. 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
01/29/21 2:00              1 hr.              James P. Danky & Alice Embree 
Issue: 
Cataloging alternative media. 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
01/22/21 2:00              1 hr.              Bruce Melton 
        
 
Issue: 
Environmental researcher and activist. 
 
 
Date  Time  Duration  Guest 
01/15/21 2:00              1 hr.              Glenn Smith & Roy Casagranda 
        
 
Issue: 
News and news analysis. 
 
 
  



 
 

NPA Report: Youth Spin Q1 2021 
Fridays 6 PM – 7 PM 
 

 


