
Issues Programs List

Quarterly issues programs list for WEPG

July 1, 2019 – September 30, 2019

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our 
community this quarter:

SECTION I Issues – The station has identified the following issues as significant issues 
facing our community in this quarter:

A. Crime/local/county/state

July 15,2019-HCSD alleged excessive force victim self surrends to MC charges

July 17,2019-FBI-US Marshals take fugitive into custody in Seq. Co.

Aug. 10,2019-Jackson Co./Section PD continue drug crackdown

Aug.23,2019 – THP makes arrest for threatening email to media outlet

Sept.1,2019 – Late night fire sparks mutual aid calls in Jasper over holidays

Sept.5,2019-Jasper PD investiages Gamble Subdivision break-ins

B. Local/county government issues

July 13,2019-Jasper passes alternate budget;reinstates employee

July 15,2019 – Leiderman out; Cameron in for SP city judge

Aug.9,2019–Whit. Public Works Dept. forced to bid farewell to “the mower”

Aug.13,2019 -  Rob Woodfin new District 2 Representative in So. Pitts.



Sept.1,2019-TN Wars Commission grant window now open

Sept.1,2019–Co.Commission updated on ValleyView sewer expansion

C. Local/county school news

July 11,2019-Sewanee golf teams take stock of their season

July 31,2019 – Rudder recognizes reward schools in recent DOE release

Aug.13,2019-MC School Dist. Receives 2018-19 state reviews

Aug. 27,2019- MC school board votes to move toward a new JMS

Sept.1,2019 – TDOE teacher survey reveals avenues for assistance

Sept. 9, 2019 - 4-H Consumer Decision Making Contest held at Tennessee State Fair 

D. Weather

July 1,2019- Average weather forecast for TN during July summer month

July 1,2019-Fire safety needs to be hot topic in hot, sweltering summer heat

Aug. 12,2019 – CDC advises caution and prevent for heat related issues

Aug.19,2019- Weather looking uncertain for TN Free Hunting Day Set for Aug. 24

Sept.19,2019-Absence of rain cause earlier burn permits required

SECTION II RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced

 issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out below:

A. Crime/local/county/state



July 15,2019-HCSD alleged excessive force victim self surrends to MC charges

James Mitchell, who was at the center of an excessive force claim against Hamilton County Sheriff’s 
Department earlier this month, turned himself in to face existing charges in Marion County over the 
weekend. According to Marion County Sheriff’s Office representatives, Mitchell had outstanding 
warrants from February 2 and July 1 of this year.

July 17,2019-FBI-US Marshals take fugitive into custody in Seq. Co.

FBI SWAT Team and Deputy United States Marshals captured a fugitive who had eluded capture for 
three years. Knoxville, Chattanooga and Tullahoma FBI Agents and U.S. Marshals located 53 year old 
Vincent Garner at a mobile home in rural Sequatchie County Tuesday evening. He was taken into 
custody

Sept.1,2019 – Late night fire sparks mutual aid calls in Jasper over holidays

A Friday night fire call was dispatched at 10:15 on Betsy Pack Drive in Jasper. The Jasper Fire 
Department was on scene within five minutes of the dispatch. Whereas the occupants weren’t home at 
the time of the dispatch, it was quickly ascertained that the residential structure required a two front 
approach to putting the fire out. It was later determined by police and the fire marshal no foul play was 
suspected.

Aug. 10,2019-Jackson Co./Section PD continue drug crackdown - 

Section Police Department Officer Robert Mcintire responded to a call of a unresponsive male subject 
at business on Alabama Hwy 35 in Section, AL. When Officer Mcintire arrived he observed a male 
subject slumped over the steering wheel of his vehicle with a loaded syringe in his lap. Officer Mcintire
requested assistance from the Jackson County Narcotics Unit. During a search of the subject Officer 
Mcintire located several syringes. When the Narcotics Unit arrived they located a small quantity of 
Heroin and Methamphetamine (ICE) in the vehicle. Arrested in connection with this investigation was 
Tyson James Henshaw age 29 of Section, AL who was charged with Unlawful Possession of Controlled
Substances (Heroin), Unlawful Possession of Controlled Substances (Methamphetamine) and Unlawful
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia. Henshaw was transported to the Jackson County Jail without 
incident and remains in custody.  

Aug.23,2019 – THP makes arrest for threatening email to media outlet

Tennessee Department of Safety and Homeland Security (TDOSHS) received an email from WKRN-
TV, NEWS 2 alerting them that they had received a threatening email from a man named Nathan 
Semans. In the email, Semans expressed his displeasure towards President Trump stating,“Look if you 
don’t run the story, I’m going to state capital.” Semans was arrested without incident.

Sept.5,2019-Jasper PD investiages Gamble Subdivision break-ins

On Sept 4, at approximately 4:00 am, the Jasper Police Department responded to a call alleging a 
burglary at at the SETHRA Office located at 110 Gamble Lane. During the course of the investigation, 
it was discovered that the building had been broken into along with several of the SETHRA buses and 
some items had been taken. No suspects were found at this time.



B. Local/county government issues

July 13,2019-Jasper passes alternate budget; reinstates employee

The Jasper Board of Mayor and Alderman passed a budget, other than Mayor Paul Evans’ proposed 
budget Monday night. Mayor Evans also revealed some measures the Town will be taking to reduce 
litter through enforcement and remediation. The Board reinstated a water works employee who parted 
ways with the Town over the recent transition of retirement program payout.

July 15,2019 – Leiderman out; Cameron in for SP city judge

The Board of Mayor and Commissioners for the City of South Pittsburg affirmed a recommendation 
from City Manager Gene Vess and terminated Municipal Judge Katheryn Leiderman. The Board then 
immediately appointed John “Cam” Cameron to assume those responsibilities, effective immediately.

Aug.9,2019-Public Works Dept.bids final farewell to “the mower”

Whitwell’s Public Works Department was forced to finally bid farewell to a long serving asset to the 

department. No one left the department, but the commercial mower whose motor had been given more 

lives than any cat, thanks to department personnel rebuilding it, finally “laid down”, as City Manager 

Lonnie Cleek put it. The Board gave Cleek clearance to shop for a replacement. 

Aug.13,2019 -  Rob Woodfin new District 2 Representative in So. Pitts.

South Pittsburg Board of Mayor and Commissioners held a special call meeting to name Rob Woodfin 

as the new District 2 Representative. The vacancy came as a result of the June 19 resignation of Virgil 

Holder as Mayor. His departure automatically elevated Vice Mayor Samantha Rector, previously the 

District 2 Commissioner, to the role of Mayor. Rector’s elevation left the District 2 seat vacant, pending

an appointment from the Board.

Sept.1,2019-TN Wars Commission grant window now open

The Tennessee Wars Commission has announced that they will begin accepting grant applications on 

September 1, 2019, for the Tennessee Wars Commission Grant Fund (TWCGF). The Tennessee Wars 

Commission Grant Fund, which this year consists of $100,000.00, provides funding for the protection 

and interpretation of Tennessee’s historic military sites.

Sept.1,2019–Co.Commission updated on Valley View sewer expansion

The Marion County Commission met in the county seat of Jasper last week and among the issues 
discussed was the stalled extension of the Jasper Sewer System to the northwest part of the county. 
County Mayor David Jackson also outlined an uptick in economic development opportunities.



C.School events

July 31,2019 – Rudder recognizes reward schools in recent DOE release

State Representative Iris Rudder joined the Tennessee Department of Education (DOE) in announcing 
Reward Status for Whitwell Elementary, Broadview Elementary and Sewanee Elementary school in 
House District 39. According to the DOE, Reward Status is the top distinction a school can earn in 
Tennessee. Reward schools are those that are improving overall student academic achievement and 
student growth

July 11,2019-Sewanee golf teams take stock of their season

 The Sewanee school men’s and women’s golf teams concluded the 2018-19 season, earning top-five 
finishes throughout the season. The men’s team finished the 2019 campaign with two top-five finishes. 
The Tigers finished fifth in the Piedmont Fall Invitational on Oct. 1-2 and third in the Rhodes Spring 
Classic on April 15-16. Golfers are looking forward to their 2019-2020 season this fall.

Aug.13,2019-MC School Dist. Receives 2018-19 state reviews

Jasper, TN – The Tennessee Department of Education released data today revealing how school 
districts are doing across the state. Marion County School District was able to glean improvement over 
last year’s evaluation, but according to Assistant Director of Schools and 9-12 Curriculum Director, Dr.
Larry Zeiglar, “We got some specific target areas to support, as well.”

Aug. 27,2019- MC school board votes to move toward a new JMS

From a proclamation made in October of 2018, the Marion County School Board passed a motion to 
forgo high school consolidation of the district’s three high schools and build a new Jasper Middle 
School. That said, “breaking ground” is no where on the horizon as the motion merely aims to allow 
the architects to begin environmental studies.

Sept. 9, 2019 - 4-H Consumer Decision Making Contest held at Tennessee State Fair 

The 4-H Consumer Decision Making Contest at the Tennessee State Fair was held with competitions 

for both Jr. High (6th,7th and 8th grades as of Jan 1, 2019) and Sr High Teams (9th, 10th and 11th 

grades as of Jan. 1, 2019)  with no local winners but several across the state.

Sept.1,2019 – TDOE teacher survey reveals avenues for assistance

Today the Tennessee Department of Education and Tennessee Education Research Alliance at 
Vanderbilt University (TERA) released the results from the 2019 Tennessee Educator Survey. Over 
45,000 Tennessee educators completed this year’s survey, representing 62 percent of the State’s 
teachers – an all-time high response rate. Survey results point to progress made and maintained in a 
number of areas.



D.weather

July 1,2019- Average weather forecast for TN during July summer month

Weather and temperatures were discussed during one local show while "old timers" continued to 

"remember" younger years and discussed weather changes over the years. Reports indicated that 

temperatures in the Southeast and Northwest may be rather hot in July. The central U.S. is expected to 

have a cooler-than-average July. Heat in the Southeast and Northwest and relative coolness in the 

middle of the country is the expected temperature regime in July, according to an outlook released 

Friday by The Weather Company, an IBM Business. Temperatures will likely be hotter than 

midsummer averages across the Southeast from Florida northward into southeastern Alabama, Georgia,

the Carolinas, southern Virginia, southeastern West Virginia and East Tennessee.

July 1,2019-Fire safety needs to be hot topic in hot, sweltering summer heat

While school is out and temperatures rise, the Tennessee State Fire Marshal’s Office (SFMO) is 
reminding Tennesseans to not send fire safety on a summer vacation. Overall, summer is statistically 
less deadly than winter when it comes to fires. However, summer comes with its own set of dangers 
that parents and homeowners shouldn’t forget. All sports teams are reminded to stay well hydrated and 
to take breaks as often as possible during the extremely hot midday hours.

Aug.12,2019 – CDC advises caution and prevention for heat

Stay cool Wear Appropriate Clothing: Choose lightweight, light-colored, loose-fitting clothing. Stay 
Cool Indoors: Stay in an air-conditioned place as much as possible. If your home does not have air 
conditioning, go to the shopping mall or public library—even a few hours spent in air conditioning can 
help your body stay cooler when you go back into the heat.

Aug.19,2019- Weather looking uncertain for TN Free Hunting Day Set for Aug. 24

 Tennessee residents are allowed to hunt without a license on Saturday, Aug. 24 which coincides with 

the opening day of squirrel season as well as being during the August private lands, archery only deer 

season.Free Hunting Day is an event the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency annually provides in 

hopes of increasing interest in hunting. Squirrel hunting is one of Tennessee’s oldest and favorite 

traditions. The day serves as an excellent opportunity for people to experience the enjoyment of the 

sport. On Free Hunting Day, state resident hunters are exempt from hunting licenses and WMA permit 

requirements. Many of the WMAs are open to hunters seeking public access on Aug. 24. Hunters are 

asked to check the information for particular WMAs in the 2019-20 Tennessee Hunting and Trapping 

Guide. Sportsmen are reminded to ask for permission to hunt on private lands.



Sept.19,2019-Absence of rain cause earlier burn permits required

The dry weather conditions have prompted the TN Department of Agriculture to require burn permits 
earlier in the season for outdoor burning of brush and other permitted items. Traditionally, permits are 
not required until October 15, but now will be necessary as of September 23, 2019.
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