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Quarterly issues programs list for WEPG

January 1-March 31, 2019

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community this 
quarter:

SECTION I Issues – The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing 
our community in this quarter:

A. Crime/local/county/state

Jan. 9, 2019 - Attempts to elude THP unsuccessful

Jan. 11, 201 9 - Full story emerges about pursuit

Jan. 14, 2019 - US 72 funneled down to one lane traffic following accident

Feb. 7, 2019 - Marion Co. woman charged with stealing from local  organization 

Feb. 4, 2019 - Grand Jury sees Marion leading the case load with nine incidents

Mar. 8, 2019 - Jackson County Sheriff on lookout for suspect

Mar. 29, 2019 - 17 year old Wood & 9 month old baby found alive and well 

B. LOCAL/COUNTY GOVERNMENT ISSUES

Mar. 22, 2019 - Controversial education voucher proposal clears second hurdle in 
TN legislature

Feb. 11, 2019 – Jasper City Meeting – Fire Chief Discussion

Feb. 11, 2019 – DesJarlais aims to stave off future shutdowns

Jan. 22, 2019 – Republican Bill Lee swon in as TN's 50th governor



Jan. 11, 2019 – OP-ED addressing the value of newspaper public notices

Jan. 17, 2019 -USDA temporarily opens selected service centers for existing 
program participants

C. LOCAL/COUNTY SCHOOL NEWS 

January 24 & 25 -  Richard Hardy, private sector school district, announced class 
cancellation

January 24 & 25 - Marion & Grundy County schools cancel classes due to illness 

January 29 - Richard Hardy announced school closed due to weather

February 7 & 8 – Richard Hardy cancels classes due to weather

February 13 - PTO funds disappear; Bailey indicted

February 14 & 15 - Marion Co. schools cancel classes for sickness; holiday 2/19

March 15 – Co. school board continues searching for school bldg answers

March 22 – WHS promotes football DC to Head Coach

D. WEATHER -

Jan. 29, 2019 – Local area schools all closed due to threats of winter weather

Jan. 30, 2019 - TDOT announces blasting on I-24 for slope stabilization depends
on weather

 
Jan. 26, 2019 - Winter weather expected to impact the Sequatchie Valley and 
Marion County
Jan. 15, 2019 - TVA to do blasting; provided cold inclement weather stalls

Feb. 25, 2019 – Marion county hit by rain; not as bad as expected per county 
officials

Feb. 24, 2019 – Residents evacuated in Hamburg

Mar. 5, 2019 – Flooding & recent rain doesn't stop the fish tourney

https://marioncountymessenger.com/2019/01/winter-weather-expected-to-impact-the-sequatchie-valley-and-marion-county-next-week/
https://marioncountymessenger.com/2019/01/winter-weather-expected-to-impact-the-sequatchie-valley-and-marion-county-next-week/
https://marioncountymessenger.com/2019/01/winter-weather-expected-to-impact-the-sequatchie-valley-and-marion-county-next-week/
https://www.mcnewstn.com/articles/richard-hardy-announces-delay-opening-for-jan-24/


SECTION II RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues. 
Programming dealing with each issue is set out below:

A. 

Attempts to elude THP unsuccessful, January 9, 2019

Information received from the Tennessee Highway Patrol confirms a suspect’s vehicle was pulled over 

on US Highway 72 in Marion County. After the vehicle stopped, the driver drove off and two THP 

Troopers pursued in addition to two Sheriff’s Department Deputies.

The extraction was for a pregnant woman who was flown to Erlanger in Chattanooga as a precaution 

given the pregnancy. Her injuries are reported to be minor. A male driver and male passenger were 

taken into custody at the scene and were taken to a local hospital to be medically cleared and were 

expected to be booked in the Marion County Jail later.

Full story emerges about pursuit – January 11, 2019

Through a statement issued ,  THP’s Criminal Investigative Division’s Sgt Matt Minter’s subsequent 

investigation on the scene of the accident would shed light on the situation. According to the statement,

“After the suspect was taken into custody, the driver gave a false name, date of birth and refused to 

cooperate with troopers.” Through further investigation, THP would eventually identify the fleeing 

suspect as 30 year old Bradley Gaines of Phoenix, Arizona. Gaines was sought in Arizona for two 

counts of molestation of a child. Eventually, Gaines was taken into custody for the existing Arizona 

charges and would also be charged with felony evading, reckless driving, three counts of felony 

aggravated assault, felony reckless endangerment, no driver’s license, criminal impersonation, fugitive 

from justice as well as additional traffic offenses.

US 72 funneled down to one lane traffic following accident January 14, 2019

Marion county drivers at the intersection leading into  South Pittsburg were warned that South Pittsburg
Police and Fire Departments are currently on scene of a truck vs. SUV at Third Street and Highway 
72.Responders were in the process of extracting the driver from a SUV. There is no official word on 
what the cause of the accident, but it has hampered traffic as police have just opened one lane while 
responders tend to the accident. Further updates as they emerge will be given.



Marion Co. woman charged with stealing from local football organization February 7, 2019

A Marion County woman has been charged with stealing from a Little League football 
organization. Kimberly Diana Winters, 47, was arrested after an investigation by the Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation, according to a news release. At the request of 12th District Attorney General Michael 
Taylor, on Oct. 5, 2017, TBI Agents began investigating an allegation of embezzlement from the 
Marion County Little League Football organization. During the course of the investigation, agents 
identified Winters, the former treasurer of the organization, as the individual responsible for taking the 
money. The investigation revealed that between 2015 and 2017, she used more than $5,000 of the 
group's money for personal use.On Monday, the Marion County Grand Jury returned an indictment 
charging Winters with one count of theft of property. She turned herself in on Thursday and was 
booked into the Marion County Jail on a $5,000 bond.

Grandy Jury sees Marion County leading the case load with nine incidents, February 4, 2019

 Along with several vehicular homicide cases in the coming months in Marion, Landon Turner,

17 at the time of his initial charges that have since been transferred to adult court will be tried 

in the 2016 death of his girlfriend's 2-year-old son, Zayne Harper.

  A second Marion child murder case likely to go to trial in coming months stems from the arrest in 

August of Jonathan Beaumonte   in the death of an 11-month-old.

Cody Waggoner  is set for a February trial in Marion in the 2016 death of 23-year-old Bradley 

Aaron Powell, who had been reported missing by his family in December 2016.

Kordell Griffin will be among those charged in the March slaying of 19-year-old Buford E. 

Reyna Jr., whose body was found in a South Pittsburg home.

Johnny Watts will face the jury with acharge of New Year's Day reckless homicide in the 

shooting death of 25-year-old Brandon Shrum. Watts was not initially charged at the time of the

incident but was charged later after the grand jury heard the case.

https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/story/2018/apr/06/arrest-made-fatal-shooting-initially-called-s/467720/
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/story/2018/apr/06/arrest-made-fatal-shooting-initially-called-s/467720/
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/breakingnews/story/2018/mar/06/death-investigation-underway-south-pittsburg-person-interest-custody/465259/
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/story/2018/aug/09/few-details-emerge-2017-south-pittsburg-infan/476680/
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/story/2018/aug/09/few-details-emerge-2017-south-pittsburg-infan/476680/
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/breakingnews/story/2018/jun/18/teen-charged-2016-murder-marion-county-toddler/473348/


Jackson County Sheriff on lookout for suspect March, 8 2019

Woodville Police Department and Jackson County Sheriff’s Office responded to a Robbery at 

the Dollar General Store on Highway 35 in Woodville, Alabama, March 5. Upon arrival, 

Officer’s/Deputies learned that a white male adult wearing a tan Carhartt jacket and matching 

bibs entered the front door of the store with his face covered by burlap material.  The suspect 

then approached the two employees, showed at least one employee a handgun and demanded 

money.  The suspect took an undetermined amount of cash and other store items before 

departing the store.  The suspect was observed leaving the parking lot, heading toward 

Woodville, riding a bicycle.  The suspect is believed to be approximately 6 feet tall with a thin 

athletic build. The suspect should be considered ARMED and DANGEROUS. 

Anyone who has information regarding this robbery or knows the identity of the suspect should contact

the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office at 256-574-2610 attention Investigator Rick Bremer.

Wood & baby alive and well – March 29, 2019

The Jackson County Sheriffs Office is happy to report that 17 year old  Shayla Hope Wood and her 9 

month old child, who were reported missing on March 27, 2019 from their home in Flat Rock, Alabama

have been located.   Both are safe and were staying with a friend in Boaz, Alabama.  This case is now 

closed. 

B. March 22, 2019 - Controversial education voucher proposal clears second hurdle in TN legislature

Gov. Bill Lee notched a significant win Wednesday as a key legislative committee advanced his 
controversial education voucher proposal.

The Republican governor’s plan to bring an education savings account program to Tennessee 
cleared its second hurdle in the General Assembly in a committee where voucher legislation has 
stalled in previous years.
The 14-9 vote, with one abstention, came after two hours of discussion in the House Education 
Committee and sends the bill next to the government operations panel. The Senate has not yet 
taken up the proposal but has approved voucher bills three times in recent years.



Feb. 11, 2019 -  Jasper Meeting – Fire Chief discussion

A taped meeting between members of the local, City of Jasper, mayor and aldermen, was submitted to 
be played after numerous “he said, they said” remarks led to many people questioning what was really 
said. In part, the clip has been given to be heard at anyone's discreation. 

Given the extent of misinformation and emotion tied up with the decision, I’ve opted to put the 
unedited audio clip from the meeting regarding the decision to dismiss Chris Rector from the Fire Chief
position at Jasper.

According to the local reporter that submitted the clip: Just a note: There is a 20 second delay from 

when Mayor Evans introduces the agenda item and when Alderman Paul West begins speaking at 

approx :23 seconds

**Please note this transcript is not provided as a legal transcription of the meeting, but merely provided

for any reader that would care to listen to the recording of the meeting.

Feb. 11, 2019 – DesJarlais aims to stave off future shutdowns

Congressman Scott DesJarlais, a conservative member of the House Freedom Caucus, has introduced 
legislation to continue federal operations at reduced spending levels in the event of lapsed 
appropriations. House and Senate negotiators are currently attempting to craft a Homeland Security 
funding bill that improves border security and avoids another a partial government shutdown on Friday.
If negotiations fail, it would be the second partial shutdown in a month.
Rep. DesJarlais (TN-04) supports building additional physical barriers on the U.S.-Mexico border to 

deter illegal immigration, drugs and gang crime. He said his legislation would pressure negotiators to 

fulfill promises both parties have made for decades. “Bad deals to end shutdowns have typically 

resulted in even higher levels of wasteful spending, while the border problem has become worse and 

worse. In Washington, supporters of the failing status quo get everything they want, while in 

Tennessee, my constituents continue to demand safe borders and spending discipline. 

Jan. 22, 2019 – Republican Bill Lee swon in as TN's 50th governor

Republican political newcomer Bill Lee on Saturday took the oath of office as the 50th governor of 
Tennessee, vowing not to solely look to government as the solution to the state’s most pressing 
challenges.
“As honored as I am to be your next governor, no governor will solve the problems — in fact, no 

government will solve the greatest problems that we face,” Lee said. “Government is not the answer to 

https://www.mcnewstn.com/articles/feb-11-jasper-meeting-fire-chief-discussion/


our challenges.”Lee replaces term-limited GOP Gov. Bill Haslam, who choked up briefly while giving 

his final remarks as governor.

Jan. 11, 2019 – OP-ED addressing the value of newspaper public notices

When the first Congress met in New York City in 1789, it required that all bills, orders, resolutions and 
votes be published in newspapers so citizens could know what was happening in their new republic.
A few years later, when Tennessee became a state and adopted its own constitution, it required the 

legislature to publish any amendment approved by the General Assembly.

Alerting citizens to the activities of government has been fundamental to the operation of our 

democracy since its beginnings, and newspapers always have played a central role, spreading word of 

public sales, regulations, bid lettings, meetings, seizures, ordinances, elections, and much more.

In recent years, though, some lawmakers have pushed to move public notices out of newspapers and 

into government websites. This is questionable public policy for many reasons.

Jan. 17, 2019 -USDA temporarily opens selected service centers for existing program participants

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced this week that a select number of United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Offices (FSA) will be temporarily reopened despite 
the federal government partial shutdown. The measure is intended to bridge the gap for agriculture 
producers that have existing farm loans an opportunity to gather required tax paperwork and release 
resources from the sale of loan security. 

The select centers will be open during regular business hours on Thursday, January 17, Friday January 

18 and Tuesday, January 22 (Monday is federal holiday MLK Day). For Marion County residents, the 

closest office that will be opened will be: Winchester USDA Service Center @ 200 S Jeffereson St.

C.Richard Hardy, private sector school district,  announced class cancellation for January 24 & 25

With several schools announcing the cancellation of classes for Thursday and Friday for illness, 
Richard Hardy administration is announcing only a two hour delay due to the possibility of ice forming
in the early hours of Thursday. Students are expected to be in class at 10:00 am.

Marion & Grundy County schools cancel classes due to illness January 24 & 25

Central office personnel have confirmed that that all Marion County School District schools will be 
closed for the rest of the week due to excessive illness. It was confirmed that fourteen percent of the 
current enrollment across the district are already absent due to sickness.This move follows suit of 
Richard Hardy School opting to cancel classes last Thursday and Friday for the same reason. The 
reasoning behind the cancellation is to encourage students that are potentially contagiousness that may 
not be symptomatic, or don’t recognize themselves as symptomatic, will not interact with other 

https://www.mcnewstn.com/articles/richard-hardy-announces-delay-opening-for-jan-24/


students and expand the sphere of the illness. Though not yet confirmed by school district officials, 
there have been unattributed reports of the flu as well as strep throat, so Marion County Schools will be
closed Thursday, January 24 & Friday January 25. All sporting events are included in activities being 
cancelled.

In a neighboring county, Grundy County Schools also cancelled classes on Thursday and Friday.

Richard Hardy announced upcoming closing January 29 due to weather

Richard Hardy Memorial School  announced classes will be cancelled for Tuesday, January 29 due to 
the threat of wintery mix and ice during the overnight hours. Marion County Schools have not 
announced their plans for tomorrow.

Richard Hardy cancels classes 2/7 and 2/8

Due to excessive absences caused by illness, Richard Hardy Memorial School has announced that there
will be no classes on Thursday, February 7 and Friday, February 8. Scheduled basketball games WILL 
be played as originally scheduled.

PTO funds disappear; Bailey indicted Feb. 13, 2019

Amber Bailey was indicted by Marion County Grand Jury for allegedly stealing just over $5500 from 
the organization between May 1, 2017 through February 28, 2018. The indictment was a result of a 
Grand Jury that convened on February 4, 2019 and formally charged Bailey with taking control of 
“goods and property being $2,5000 or more but less than $10,000 in violation of T.C.A. 39-14-103…”

According to a report issued February 13, 2019 by the TN Comptroller’s Office, Bailey 

“misappropriated PTO funds totaling at least $2,620 by issuing and transacting PTO checks for her 

personal benefit” on one occasion. Bailey is alleged to have received money by “preparing, signing, 

and cashing a PTO check made payable to a bank and retaining  the cash for her personal benefit” in 

the amount of $1,560. Finally, Bailey is alleged to have “failed to deposit some funds collected from 

sales of Pucker Powder straws and t-shirts and did not deposit any funds related to several other 

collection activities..” according to the Comptroller’s report.

Marion Co. schools cancel classes Feb. 14 & 15; Off  thru President's Day, Feb. 19

The Marion County School District has announced that they will cancel classes for all schools for 

Thursday, February 14 and Friday, February 15 because of illness throughout the district. Currently, as 

much as fifteen percent of the current enrollment throughout the district is already absent due to illness.

Marion County Schools were already scheduled to commemorate President’s Day off from school. 

Classes will resume normal on Tuesday, February 19.

https://www.mcnewstn.com/articles/richard-hardy-cancels-classes-2-7-and-2-8/


County school board continues in search for school building answers, March 15, 2019

At a recent school board meeting, the members of the board reiterated their commitment to replacing 
the the Jasper Middle School building as soon as possible. The primary obstacle continues to be where 
exactly to build the facility. Despite a meeting that included the Marion County Commission, which 
would have to approve the expenditure for a new building, where there was a commitment by all 
parties to prioritize the project, there still seems to be unresolved contingency priorities among some 
members of the school board. 

WHS promotes football DC to Head Coach March 22, 2019

With the departure of Coach Randall Boldin from the Whitwell High School football program to take 
the reins at his alma mater, the anxiety in the community about who would come in to take the head 
coach position was laid to rest last week. Travis Olinger, who served as Boldin’s defensive coordinator, 
was announced as the head coach.

D.Jan. 29, 2019 – Local area schools all closed due to threats of winter weather

Marion County School District  announced  they will be cancelling classes on Tuesday, January 29 in 
consideration of the threat of winter weather. This means that no schools in Marion County will be in 
session as Richard Hardy had already announced they were cancelling classes earlier in the day.

Jan. 30, 2019 - TDOT announces blasting on I-24 for slope stabilization depends on weather
As part of a slope stabilization and debris removal project at the site of a recent rockslide, TDOT 
contract crews will conduct a series of blasting operations to remove loose material from the slope 
adjacent to I-24 West at mile marker 136.2 in Marion County, beginning in February. The first blasting 
operation is scheduled to take place on Thursday, February 7, 2019 at approximately 10:00 a.m. CST.
When blasting operations are taking place, traffic will be slowed using rolling roadblocks and could be

temporarily stopped for periods of up to 20 minutes for safety reasons.  As soon as blasting operation 

are completed and the roadway is cleared of any resulting debris, traffic will be released.These blasting 

operations will be continued throughout next week and will only occur between the hours of 9:00 a.m. 

and 3:00 p.m. CST. This work is weather dependent.  Should inclement weather or unforeseen 

circumstances delay this work, it will be rescheduled to take place as soon as possible.

Jan. 26, 2019 - Winter weather expected to impact the Sequatchie Valley and Marion County

https://marioncountymessenger.com/2019/01/winter-weather-expected-to-impact-the-sequatchie-valley-and-marion-county-next-week/
https://marioncountymessenger.com/2019/01/winter-weather-expected-to-impact-the-sequatchie-valley-and-marion-county-next-week/


Winter Weather Update Saturday 1/28/19 @ 9:31 PM CST We’re just hours away from MUCH colder 

temperatures and our shot at some light snow across the region. Schools will likely close prior to 8 am 

so children will not be subjected to standing out in the cold waiting on a bus that won't be coming to 

get them. We urged everyone to stay tuned for minute to minute details.

Jan. 15, 2019 - TVA to do blasting; provided cold inclement weather stalls

TVA will be blasting old cables this week on top of Raccoon Mountain that extend down to Moccasin 
Bend. The blasting will take place from Tuesday until Thursday, January 15th – January 17th, 2019. 
TVA said their blasting window each day will be 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM CST. 

Feb. 25, 2019 – Marion county hit by rain; not as bad as expected per county officials

The Jasper area is still dealing with flooded fields and closed roads. Emergency personnel say they 

were prepared. After assessing the damage, they say it’s not as bad as they thought. “We are looking at 

road infrastructure. We did look at some of the residences. We had one major where we have some 

water in the house, other than that it is mostly minor damage. Most of the water that you see, or you see

these videos, is agricultural land. We were under flood advisory for the Sequatchie River, that has 

dropped now, the water is coming down. So we are not under that warning,” said Steve Lamb, Marion 

County EMA Director. “We prepared for the worst, but the good lord was looking over us and spared 

us any major damage,” said Mayor David Jackson of Marion County.

Feb. 24, 2019 – Residents evacuated in Hamburg

Some Marion County residents are being evacuated due to flooding. According to Marion County 
dispatch, water is backing up in the Hamburg area.First responders are working to help people find 
other places to go. There is currently not an established shelter.

Mar. 5, 2019 – Flooding & recent rain doesn't stop the fish tourney

This coming weekend will see a flood. Mercifully not a flood as we endured with rain, but a flood of 
high school angler teams decending on the county. Recent rain and flooding of areas did not hinder the 
national championship tournement to be held in Marion County, although rains threatened to overrun 
the banks of the Tennessee River. The statewide tournament will see the Whitwell High School Fishing 
Team as the de facto “host team,” but they won’t be alone. Events such as the fishing tournaments and 
the championship boat races and National Cornbread Festival bring a number of visitors to the area. 
Often times, we locals might find our regular lives altered with bigger crowds at our favorite 



restaurants or more local traffic and our temptation is to adopt a resentful aura about such events for 
disrupting our ordinary flow. This weekend we will see hundreds of pairings, many with their families 
make their way to Marion County.
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