
Issues Programs List

Quarterly Issues Programs List for WEPG

July 1 – September 30, 2018

Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our 
community in this quarter:

A. CRIME/LAW COVERAGE: 

July 25 - Sheriff Shrum, GCSO and Drug Task Force performed two 
searches in Grundy County, leading to 2 arrests 

JULY 27 –  Ongoing investigation in Marion and Grundy Counties leads to 
more drug arrests 
JULY 28 - Scottsboro man charged with 28 counts of child pornography 

SEPT. 20 – Jackson Co. arrest made -related to murder victim found last year

SEPT. 30 – Neighbors key in saving occupant at Riverside Apt. fire 

B. SCHOOLS: 

JULY 1 – August school calendar released

AUG. 21 - County school dress code established for 2018-19

SEPT. 14 - Scholar Athlete of the Week 

C. COMMUNITY EVENTS:

JULY 2 -  4TH of July Fireworks & Celebrations for 2018

JULY 31 – Marion County Democratic Pary announces Executive 
Committee Mtg., for August

AUG. 1 - The Caverns in nearby Pelham, TN announces 3rd quarter shows 
with great live music



SEPT. 17 -  Deer Archery Season opens this coming Saturday

D.  STATE WIDE NEWS:

AUG.  12 – Permit drawing for Sandhill Crane Hunt held

AUG. 21 -  TDOT schedules removal of wreckage; affects Marion County 
TN traffic

Section II responsive programs

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above 
referenced issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out below:

A: JULY 25 - The 12th Judicial District Drug Task Force announced 
Wednesday the end of a months-long investigation into the distribution of 
over 100,000 illegal prescription pills and counterfeit prescription pills 
containing Fentanyl.The Drug Task Force worked with the Grundy County 
Sheriff’s Office (GCSO) and Marion County Sheriff’s Office Narcotics Unit 
(MCSO) to issue search warrants in Grundy and Marion counties over the 
past several months.According to Grundy County Sheriff Clint Shrum, he 
says the search warrants allowed law enforcement to seize hundreds of illegal
pills, nearly $40,000 in drug-related proceeds, drug transport vehicles, 
counter-surveillance equipment, and firearms.

JULY 27 - Leiderman was arrested at his home on Pickett Lake Road in 
Coalmont. He was charged with possession of a Schedule II controlled 
substance for resale, and for resisting arrest. The report says Leiderman tried 
to flush illegal pills down the toilet when officers arrived, but officers were 
able to recover some of them. Nona Kilgore was arrested at her home on SR-
56 in Coalmont. She was charged with possession of a Schedule IV 
controlled substance for resale after officers found hundreds of illegal pills in 
the house. Sheriff Shrum stated that between the overdoses and addictions, 
there is no telling how [many] lives have been ruined by the sell and 
consumption of these drugs. Officials with the agencies say this investigation 
is ongoing and they expect more arrests after evidence is presented to a 
Grand Jury.



JULY 28 - A Scottsboro man was taken into custody on Tuesday, July 25th, 
on 28 counts of child pornography related charges after a search of his home 
uncovered materials authorities say resulted in the charges. 58-year-old 
Michael Dave Barnes now faces 14 counts of possession of child 
pornography and 14 counts of production of pornography with minors, 
according to jail records. Police said the search warrant was served on 
Tuesday before the arrest was made and that more charges could be pending 
since this is an ongoing investigation.

SEPT. 20 – A structure fire destroyed multiple units of the Riverside 
Apartments Saturday night. Neighbors report that one occupant of the 
apartments was smoking with an oxygen tank in the apartment. The occupant
was removed from the apartment by quick thinking neighbors. The occupant 
that was removed was transported to receive more intensive medical 
attention, but their injuries are not fully known at this time. According to 
neighbors, the injuries were minor burns along the victim’s hairline.

The scene the next morning shows the damage to the structure. There were 

also household fire extinguishers at the scene indicating there was an effort to

put out the blaze before the Jasper and mutual aid fire departments arrived on

scene.

SEPT. 20 - arrest warrants were issued on Brandon Blaine BERRY age 31 of 

Woodville, Alabama charging him with Kidnapping 1st degree and 

Murder. These charges came pursuant to an investigation into a body located 

on Jackson County Road 86 in Woodville, Alabama on Friday September 14, 

2018.  BERRY who was already in the Jackson County Jail on unrelated 

charges was served with these arrest warrants at approximately 5:30 PM.  

Bond has been set at $25,000 for the Kidnapping charge and $200,000 for the

Murder charge.  Total Bond amount $225,000. 

B: AUG. 1 – August dates released for local county schools no attendance 



required  are: 8/1 In-Service 8/2 In-Service 8/3 Registration 8/6 Staff 
Development. High School progress reports will go home on 8/28

 AUG. 21 - General Information Students are expected to adhere to dress 
code at all times while on campus during regular school hours. The school 
staff will correct any fixable violations, with repeated violations possibly 
carrying disciplinary consequences. If a student arrives at school and cannot 
comply with the dress code, he/she will not be allowed to attend classes. The 
student will be isolated, and a parent called to bring appropriate clothing. If 
there is a question regarding a questionable item, please obtain clarification 
from the school administration before wearing the item. (3) All Apparel: • 
Must be size appropriate, and free from holes, rips, tears, cuts, or frayed 
hems. • No article of clothing may be worn which implies or otherwise 
promotes alcohol, sex, tobacco, drugs, violence, gangs, racial or offensive 
language. This includes belt buckles and jewelry • Extraneous zippers, metal 
studs, or dangling cloth strips are forbidden. • Any item bearing the logo of 
any school other than the school the student attends is strictly forbidden. 
College, military or professional sports team logos are acceptable. • Solids 
and patterns are permitted.  No undergarments should be visible at any time.
Detailed clothing items located in handbook. 

SEPT. 14 - Toney Isaiah Sampson recognized prior to Friday nights game vs 
Tyner as the outstanding athletic scholar of the week. He attends Marion 
County High School in Jasper. 

COMMUNITY EVENTS

 JULY 2 - There’s no shortage of fireworks displays and celebrations to see 
around the Tennessee and Sequatchie Valleys over the next few days, and 
with the 4th being on a Wednesday for 2018, some have shifted to weekend 
dates or other dates to accomodate those still keeping a work schedule. Most 
of the shows in our area start after dusk with no specific start time; however, 
some do have a set time. Keep in mind that the weather also plays a big part 
in the scheduling, and rain could impact the show’s start time or altogether. 

JULY 4 – Events announced during live talk show/posted on local TV access
channel 



Jasper, TN – 11:00am – 5:00pm CDT – Jasper City Park Independence Day 
Celebration (fireworks at 9pm CDT)

So. Pittsburg, TN – Golf cart parade at 3pm CDT / Celebration at 5pmCDT / 
Fireworks 9pm CDT – Shot from the Boat Dock

Jasper, TN – 6:30 PM Celebration at Victory Baptist Church – fireworks at 
dark

Monteagle, TN – at dark – Monteagle Ballpark

Chattanooga, TN – after the Lookouts game – AT&T Lookouts field

JULY 31 -Katie Tilman, President of the Marion County Democratic Party, 
has announced the next meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Democratic Party.The meeting will take place on Saturday, August 4th 2018 
at Marion County Democratic Headquarters at 33 Courthouse Square in 
Jasper (on the corner of Betsy Pack Dr. and Main St). The time for the 
meeting is 10:00 AM CDT.

 AUG. 1- Caverns announces schedule for 3rd quarter musical events

AUG. 11- Mountain Heart

SEPT.  8 - John Anderson, Bobby Bare and James Otto

OCT.  31 - Here Come The Mummies

SEPT. 17 - the 2018 deer archery-only hunting season opens statewide in 
Tennessee on Saturday, Sept. 22. The archery season dates in all five of the 
state’s deer hunting units are the same. The dates are Sept. 22-Oct. 26 and 
Oct. 29-Nov. 2. Tennessee is divided into five deer units for better 
management, A, B, C, D, and L. The antlerless deer bag limits are four in 
Units A-D management areas and three per day in Unit L areas. The antlered 
deer bag limit is a total of two for the entire deer season.

D: AUG. 1  A hand-held permit drawing for the fifth sandhill crane hunt in 
Tennessee will be held on Saturday, Aug. 12 at the Birchwood Community 
Center (formerly the Birchwood School) in north Hamilton County. Tags at 
this draw are only valid for use in the Southeast Crane Zone. Any leftover 
tags will be in included in the first computerized draw to issue tags for 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Jasper+City+Park,+Jasper,+TN+37347/@35.0807632,-85.6209424,18z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8861ab3cfc7c252b:0xb33bdfd96aa7c516!8m2!3d35.0806793!4d-85.6200381
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Jasper+City+Park,+Jasper,+TN+37347/@35.0807632,-85.6209424,18z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x8861ab3cfc7c252b:0xb33bdfd96aa7c516!8m2!3d35.0806793!4d-85.6200381
https://www.google.com/maps/place/AT%26T+Field/@35.0536526,-85.3158693,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88605e8a079c197b:0xd0a02e07b4e90e9d!8m2!3d35.0536526!4d-85.3136806
https://goo.gl/maps/EjeNZ3siTz62


statewide use. This is the first year Tennessee hunters will be able to harvest a
sandhill crane statewide.

SEPT. 21 - On Sunday morning, September 23, 2018, TDOT Maintenance 
crews will provide traffic control to allow recovery of a tractor trailer that 
went over an embankment at mile marker 130.5 in Grundy County 
approximately three weeks ago. Beginning at 6:00 a.m. CDT at Exit 152 
(Kimball) in Marion County, TDOT crews will pace traffic with the use of a 
rolling road block to allow the wrecker company adequate time to recover the
tractor trailer from the embankment at mile marker 130.5 in Grundy County.  
The average speed of the rolling road block will be less than 10 M.P.H., so 
traffic congestion is expected.
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