
Issues Programs List

Quarterly Issues Programs List for WEPG

April 1 – June 30, 2018

Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our 
community in this quarter:

A. CRIME/LAW COVERAGE: 

April 10 – Sewanee student arrested for arson at fraternity house

April 11 – Trial Date set for Whitwell woman charged with Valley Pawn murder/fire

April 19 – Marion Co Sheriff's Narcotics Unit arrests 28 people during investigation

April 29 – Search continues for missing Dunlap man 

May 18 -  Chattanooga shooting suspect named to TBI's “Top 10 most wanted”

May 31 – Man arrested after SWAT standoff near Griffith Creek

June 04 – Whitwell City Mgr placed on admin leave pending closed legal advice mtg

June 07 – Powells Xroads makes change of Police Chief with familiar candidate 

B. WEATHER: 

April 1 – Tornado peak season has arrived

April 15 – As tornado season begins; local area shelters posted

April 25-27 – 2011 tornado local events remembered/heroes honored

C. ELECTED OFFICIALS VISIT SITES/GEAR UP FOR UPCOMING ELECTIONS

 April 10 – Congressmen DesJarlais/Fleischmann tour Chckamauga Dam

April 11 – Stewart announces candidacy for State Representative

April 30 – Preparing for election day at the polls

May 2- Marion Co election results announced/confirmed

D.COMMUNITY BUSINESSES INTRODUCE NEW PHASE/EXPANSIONS

April 10 – Jasper Highlands introduces new, secluded phase-Jasper Farms

April 20 – Local Walmart announces upcoming remodel of Kimball store

https://marioncountymessenger.com/2018/01/jasper-man-identified-as-murder-victim-in-overnight-shooting-stevenson-alabama/
https://marioncountymessenger.com/2018/01/sequatchie-valley-expecting-a-snowy-tuesday-travel-could-be-trecherous/


E.  SCHOOL NEWS COUNTY AND STATE WIDE:

April 9 – Whitwell Middle students take part in Arbor Day

May 1 – Local high schools announce dates, times and places for 2018 graduations

June 01 – Richard Hardy School parts ways with athletic director

Section II responsive programs

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced 
issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out below:

A: April 10 – TBI, TN Fire Investigation Services, Sewanne Police and the bureau of 
alcohol, tobacco, firearms and explosives arrested a University of the South student in 
connection to an arson attempt at the fraternity house that occurred on Feb. 24. Listeners
called in and discussed increasing violence and episodes at schools.

April 11 – Trial date was set for the woman charged in connection with the murder of 72
year old Jerry Ridge, owner of Valley Pawn Brokers in Whitwell, almost 2 years after 
the incident. 51 year old Angela Denise Kilgore of Whitwell was charged with first 
degree murder, felony murder, especially aggravated robbery and a host of other 
charges. Listeners called in and voiced sympathy for the families of the victim and also 
discussed other unusual happenings surrounding this family with one member of the 
Ridge family still missing, with no body yet found, after an investigation of several 
years.

April 19 – The Marion Co Narc Unit along with the 12th judicial drug task force 
conducting a joint investigation from April 11 to April 17, arrested a total of 28 people 
after surveillance at several residences and businesses in the county where suspected 
activity had been reported. Listeners were encouraged to contact 911 for any and all 
unusual activity seen or noted.

April 29 – Officials from Dunlap Police Dept reported they were still on the lookout for 
a missing person, 29 year old, Matthew Tyler henry, last seen on April 15. Henry was 
described and listeners advised to take precautions around unlocked homes, 
outbuildings, and to report any and all unusual activity.

May 18 – TBI has added Dominique Lebron Collins the top 10 most wanted list. Collins
is from neighboring Hamilton County and may have connections in the local area. He is 



wanted for attempted first degree murder, aggravated assault, reckless endangerment and
possession of a fireman by a convicted felon. Everyone was encouraged to keep all 
outbuildings secured, homes locked, and to call 911 for any unusual activity.

May 31 – Man arrested after SWAT standoff near Griffith Creek after negotiations from 
the Marion County Sheriffs' Dept and the Hamilton County SWAT team. Deputies 
responded to an active scene in the 500 block of Lee Morrison Road and found Douglas 
A. Floyd, 45, with a 9 mm handgun and a rope. He had barricaded himself inside. The 
Marion County SRT spoke with him over the phone and was later captured after failed 
negoitation attempts were made. Residents called in and commended their deputies and 
appreciation as well for the Hamilton County assistance.

June 04 – Whitwell City Mgr placed on admin leave pending closed legal advice mtg 
was the topic of discussion, pros and cons on both sides for his leave. Residents at the 
meeting called and discussed what the outcome would be if he was permanently let go 
vs. the advantages of him remaining on staff. Many were concerned that the increasing 
animosity between him and the police department was going to cause more harm than 
good by him staying on the staff. The police chief had walked out, after the lack of 
officers provided by the city manager's decisions and he stated, acc. To the attendees, 
that he would not return until the manager was “let go.”

June 07 – Powells Xroads makes change of Police Chief with familiar candidate by 
hiring the former Whitwell Police Chief Kenneth Seagraves after he walked off the job 
at Whitwell a few days before resulting in the city being severely understaffed and 
forcing the county to send additional officers to cover the city. Callers called and voiced 
their concern that it was a “if I dont' get what I want I'll just take my toys and go home”  
if he would put them in the same dilemma in the future of their town. 

B: April  1 – Tornado Peak seasons were announced for the spring months of March, 
April and May as well as the fall months of November through mid-December for the 
local areas. Tornado watch vs tornado warnings were discussed as well as tornado safety
rules. Listeners called in to tell of their experiences with tornado occurences over the 
years in the area. Listeners were encouraged to listen to radio for any and all weather 
conditions and announcements concerning the weather.

April 15 – Tornado shelters in the local area were discussed. In our listening area the 
EMS coordinates with local churches, schools and businesses to provide safe shelter 
locations for community members who might not otherwise have the needed shelter 
during severe weather or a tornado threat, specifically those who live in a mobile home 
or trailer. In North Alabama it was also discussed that community roadside storm 
shelters were installed following the April 2011 tornadoes via state and federal grants. A 



detailed listing was made available to the listeners at their request.

April 25-27 – A discussion of the April 2011 tornadoes that ripped several counties 
apart, destroyed homes, businesses and a church that was in session at the time it hit, 
was held with many listeners calling to tell about “their time”, where they were, during 
the time of the 2011 Super Outbreak that was classified as the largest, costliest and one 
of the deadliest tornado outbreaks ever recorded, affecting the southern, midwestern and 
northeastern US. Listeners recalled the 3 day outbreak that began April 25 and ended in 
the early hours of April 27, costing an estimated $11 million in damage thru multiple 
states, killed 324, injured 2200+. The largest devastation  near here was in the south and 
east across Jackson county, Ala, Dade and Catoosa counties in GA and Apison, 
Collegedale, Cleveland areas in TN. Marion county had two recorded on that day, and 
EF1 about 141 PM near Hale-town that covered a 3 mile path and another near Moore 
Crossing in Guild around 521 PM later that after covering a 10 mile area. In the Kimball
area a mile long EF2 tornado damaged businesses, homes and destroyed the Kimball 
Baptist Church building during the worship service as people sat watched the building 
crumble around them with zero injuries the night of April 25. People in the Walmart 
shopping center were trapped in the Walmart building and other buildings as the 
electrical systems failed which resulted in the non-opening of doors, possibly saving 
many lives.

C. April 10 – Congressmen Dr. Scott DesJarlais and Attorney Chuck Fleischmann 
visited the Chickamauga Dam in Chattanooga to view construction of a replacement for 
the aging structure on the Tennessee River. Desjarlais, a Marion County resident and 
former MD in the area, voiced his concern over the aging structure due to the increase of
water commerce, recreation and other vital areas surrounding the aging lock system. He 
noted this would also affect neighboring counties' waterways and neighboring states as 
well. Listeners called in to discuss possible updates, if any, to the locks located in 
Marion County at the NickAJack area in Shellmound, above Jasper an near New Hope.

April 11 – Sloan Stewart announced his candidacy for state representative in TN 39th 
district, which will include Marion, part of Franklin and Moore counties. He has served 
as Metro Moore County mayor for the last 9 years and 7 years prior as a councilman. 
Listeners called in and ask to set up a phone or live Q&A session.

April 30 – Voters will head to the voting polls for this year's county primary election, 
May 1, to narrow the lead for the general election nominees in August. Currently the 
election commission stated there are 15,245 registered voters in the county as of 
December 2017 and only a small portion of those took advantage of early voting. 



Listeners were encouraged to go out and vote at their prospective polls and to listen to 
the radio for the recap of results on May 2.

May 2- Uncertified election results for the May 1 county primary were announced and 
the general election candidates for the respective parties were determined. Listeners 
wanted to know why they were called uncertified results and it was explained that 
although the votes were in, the state of TN election commission had not placed their 
“stamp of certification” on the results and until they do, it's called uncertified.

D. April 10 – Thunder Enterprises, John Thunder Thorton (CEO), announced he will be 
begin a new phase, “Jasper Farms” on his recently latest property. Thorton has 
purchased an extremely large tract of land in the county area and is providing land to be 
purchased in a gated, secluded community with bluff views, evergreens and natural 
water features. Thorton has been invited to attend the local live talk show to answer 
questions from the community.

April 20 – Local Walmart has announced it will be remodeling the local Kimball store. It
is expected to spend $31 million over the next year in Tennessee remodeling 9 stores as 
well as the roll out of several in store and online innovations that will help people save 
time and money. Listeners who have used the online grocery shopping has voiced they 
hope this will be one of the new additions to prevent them from driving to the 
neighboring store in Tiftonia to use this feature.

E. April 9 – Whitwell Middle students participated in the tree planting event centered 
around the annual TMA/OSM arbor day by helping to plant trees. Listeners called in and
commended the students for something positive.

May 1 -Listeners were informed local high schools in Marion county announced 
graduation dates, places and times for the area. The following dates were given, with 
surrounding area schools to be announced as they are received. 5/19/18 – Graduation 
Day for 2018 High School Graduates – Whitwell High @ 10:00 AM, Marion County 
High @ 12:00 PM and South Pittsburg High @ 2:00 PM

June 01 – Richard Hardy School parts ways with athletic director, and also head 
basketball coach, David Jones. The official reason has still not been announced, however
Jones had been with the school for several decades (one of his players went on to the 
NBA), and all valid attempts made to contact and speak with Jones, the school princiapl 
Beth Webb and the school director Cindy Blevins, went unanswered. Callers discussed 
the upcoming school year and who would be their new athletic director for the 2018-19 
school year. 




