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Issue Title Description Dates/Length 

Public 
Interest 

Ferris Wheel 
Malfunction 

Another update to an earlier news story, WBIR-TV News has reported 
that on Thursday evening organizers with the Greene Co. Fair 
announced that they would cut ties with the company that provides 
rides for the fair, following an accident that left three young girls 
injured. According to a press release from the fair board, the fair and 
Family Attractions Amusement, LLC, would go their separate ways: 
"The Greene County Fair Board sends our best wishes to the two 
injured children who were released from Niswonger Children's 
Hospital today. We continue to pray for the complete recovery of the 
youngest child, who still remains hospitalized. Greene County Fair, 
Inc. and Family Attractions Amusement, LLC, have agreed to 
terminate their Midway contract effective immediately. Neither party 
will receive compensation for the 2016 or 2017 fair years." WBIR 
reported that investigators say a mechanical problem is to blame for 
the accident that caused three girls to fall from a Ferris wheel Monday 
night. 

8/12/2016 
5:03 pm 
 
8/15/2016 
7:03 am 

  
Duration: :52 

Human 
Interest 

Noah`s ark in 
KY 

According to the Associated Press, A 510-foot-long, $100 million 
Noah’s ark attraction built by Christians who say the biblical story 
really happened is ready to open in Kentucky this week.  Ken Ham, 
president of Answers in Genesis, the ministry that built the ark, said, 
“I believe this is going to be one of the greatest Christian outreaches 
of this era in history.” He said the massive ark, based on the biblical 
account of a man who got an end-of-the-world warning from God 
about a massive flood, will stand as proof that the stories of the Bible 
are true. The group invited media and thousands of supporters for a 
preview Tuesday, the first glimpse inside the giant, mostly wood 
structure. The AP reported that the ark will open to the public 
Thursday and Ham’s ministry has estimated it will draw 2 million 
visitors in its first year. Earlier this year, a federal judge ruled the ark 
could receive a Kentucky sales tax incentive worth up to $18 million 
while giving a strict religious test to its employees. Ham said the total 
cost of the ark surpassed $100 million. 

7/6/2016 
5:06:30 pm 
 
7/7/16 
7:06:30 am 

  
Duration: 1:01 



Education Laptops for 
students in 
Scott County 

Thanks to concerned citizens, students in Scott County will be better 
prepared when they go back to school. WATE-TV News reported while 
hundreds of students in Scott County are gearing up to go back to 
school, due to rising costs of school supplies, some families have a 
difficult time affording the items their children need in the classroom. 
The community lent a helping hand on Saturday, July 30, to address 
this problem by offering school clothes and supplies at reduced costs 
and even giving away things for free. Trent Coffey, executive director 
of the Stan Coalition, told WATE, “With all the devastating things that 
have happened in Scott County: high unemployment, high poverty, 
losing our hospital, and things like that, we knew people needed help 
getting school clothes and school supplies.” Organizers said the goal is 
to help struggling parents to equip their children with the tools 
needed to succeed in school, so the students of Scott County, which 
previously topped the Department of Labor’s list of unemployment 
rates in the state of Tennessee, do not have to go without. 

8/1/2016 
5:06 pm 
 
8/2/2016 
7:06 am 

  
Duration: 1:00 

Law Missing Person Law enforcement personnel in Scott County are asking for the public’s 
assistance. According to WVLT-TV News, the Scott County Sheriff's 
Office is trying to find out what happened to Jessica (Howard) Drake, 
who was last spoken to at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday. Authorities reported 
that she was on her way to a doctor's appointment in Knoxville and 
planned to have dinner with a friend in Knoxville afterward. 
Investigators say Drake texted her friend to let her friend know that 
she was broken down in Robbins, Tennessee. She also texted that she 
would still have dinner with them. However, Jessica, who was last 
seen driving a 1991 black Dodge Caravan with a grey bottom, did not 
make it to her doctor's appointment nor did she show up for dinner 
with her friend. The Scott County Sheriff's Office told WVLT that 
according to an update on its Facebook page Wednesday night, Drake 
may actually be safe in another part of East Tennessee. Sheriff Ronnie 
Phillips said someone claiming to be Drake called to report that she 
was safe, and had just "gotten away." The captain who spoke with the 
caller told her she needed to make a physical appearance at a law 
enforcement agency near her current location, to prove her identity. 
So far, though, she has not shown up anywhere. Anyone who has 
information about the whereabouts of Drake or saw her broken down 
in Robbins is asked to all 423-319-8536.  

9/12/2016 
5:03:39 pm 
 
9/13/2016 
7:03:40 

  
Duration: 1:20 



Weather Hot 
temperatures 
(heat stroke) 

Weather forecasters are predicting scorching temperatures for much 
of the East and South this summer, with Knoxville and surrounding 
communities right in the center of the hot zone. Tennova Healthcare 
is encouraging everyone to know the signs and symptoms of heat 
stroke—and to take steps to prevent a heat-related illness. In a news 
release, Brent Webb, D.O., a family medicine physician with Tennova 
Primary Care in Clinton and South Knoxville, said, “Ironically, the first 
sign of dangerous heat stroke or heat-related illness is often the 
absence of sweat." The release added that virtually all heat-related 
illnesses are preventable. Dr. Webb said, “Be extra careful when the 
heat index is 90 degrees or above. Always drink plenty of water or 
fluids with electrolytes when the heat index is high. And if you must 
be outdoors, take frequent breaks inside or in the shade. Heat stroke 
can affect people of any age or fitness level, so don’t ever 
underestimate the danger.” For more information about preventing 
summertime illnesses or injuries, talk to your doctor.  

7/5/2016 
5:03 pm 
 
7/6/2016 
7:03 am 

  
Duration: :58 

 


