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KEYC-TV 

TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT PERIOD JANUARY 1 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2018 

ATTACHED ARE LISTINGS OF BROADCASTS OR BROADCAST SEGMENTS WHICH, IN THE STATION’S 

JUDGEMENT, REFLECT THE STATION’S MOST SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF ASCERTAINED COMMUNITY 

ISSUES DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY 1, 2018 THROUGH MARCH 31, 2018. 

PROGRAM INDEX: 

 PROGRAM:    DAY:    TIME: 

• KEYC News 12 This Morning  Monday-Friday   6:00-7:00AM 

• KEYC News 12 Midday   Monday-Friday   12:00-12:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 5   Monday-Friday   5:00-5:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 6   Monday-Saturday  6:00-6:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 9   Monday-Sunday   9:00-9:30PM 

• KEYC News 12 @ 10   Monday-Sunday   10:00-10:30PM 

• Face the Nation    Sunday     9:30-10:30AM 

• 60 Minutes    Sunday    6:00-7:00PM 

• 48 Hours    Saturday   9:00-10:00PM 

“KEYC News 12” is a regularly scheduled half-hour newscast that is locally produced.  It has a mix of news, 

weather, sports, and community issue-related feature reports.  Duration of stories listed in this report range 

from 1 to 5 minutes. 

• CBS Evening News   Monday-Friday   5:30-6:00PM 

This is a CBS produced news program featuring news, information and perspectives on the daily events of the 

nation and the world.  The program also features special features on issues and concerns of the nation.  

These special issue oriented reports are approximately three minutes long. 

• CBS Morning News   Monday-Friday   6:30-7:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Monday-Friday   7:00-9:00AM 

• CBS This Morning   Saturday   6:00-8:00AM 

This CBS produced news program features news, interviews, weather and information segments and feature 

reports on issues and concerns of the American Public.  The community issue segments usually are three to 

four minutes long. 

• CBS Sunday Morning   Sunday    8:00-9:30AM 

This CBS produced news magazine program focuses on three to four issues or entertainment oriented reports 

in each week’s program.  Many of these reports are interviews.  Each report averages ten to twelve minutes 

long. 

 



Issues/Programs List 

KEYC-TV, Mankato, Minnesota 

2018 – Q1 

 

Community Issues: 

1. Weather & Its Impacts 

2. Local Economic Growth 

3. Healthy Lifestyles 

4. Government & Politics 

 

WEATHER AND ITS IMPACTS:   

The weather in the winter in Minnesota can bring about plenty of change.  This year, the winter 

was cold and snowy.  Despite a big outbreak of bitterly cold air, on January 1, hundreds of 

anglers showed up to Lake Elysian for an annual ice fishing competition.  Plenty of anglers told 

KEYC News 12 they were thankful for the cold as it created good ice conditions.  As the bitter 

cold wore on, KEYC News 12 checked with a local travel agent who said their business was up as 

the temperatures dropped.  KEYC News 12 also offered viewers reminders on ways to make 

sure their vehicle keeps running as the mercury dropped.  Local towing companies also told 

KEYC News 12 they were seeing an uptick in business thanks to the frigid temperatures.  

Agriculture is an important part of the economy and KEYC News 12 showed how one area dairy 

producer works to keep his flock safe in the bitterly cold air.  January’s bitter cold didn’t last 

and before too long, a traditional January thaw moved in, which provided for busy lines at the 

car wash.  KEYC News 12 checked in with an auto expert on why keeping your car clean, even 

during the winter, is beneficial to protecting it from rust and corrosion.   

As the snow continued to pile up, KEYC News 12 checked in with the department of 

transportation on how they handle scheduling their crews to keep the roads clear.  While crew 

aren’t doing construction work in the winter, there are plenty of other projects for them to do, 

so when they are busy keeping the roads clear, those projects get delayed. 



As the snow continued to pile up and keep falling, plenty of school delays and cancellations 

were common.  KEYC News 12 checked in with local school districts to see what their policies 

are when it comes to calling for a snow day and how they plan for those in their annual school 

calendars.   

By the end of January, a big old fashioned blizzard hit the region, causing almost everything to 

shut down.  KEYC News 12 used social media to ask viewers to submit photos and videos of the 

snow and how they were handling it.  With the blizzard came plenty of wind.  KEYC News 12 

rode along with the department of transportation to get a firsthand look to see how they keep 

the roads safe.   

The local city council also grew concerned about the impacts of the snow, especially for those 

residents with mobility issues.  KEYC News 12 visited with Mankato city officials who worked to 

change city ordinances to make sure sidewalks return to safe conditions for those they rely on 

them.  Also with the blizzard, the snow kept piling up.  KEYC News 12 shared a call for help from 

the Mankato fire department for residents to help dig out fire hydrants.  This is important in 

times of emergency so firefighters don’t have to waste valuable time to dig out a hydrant first. 

February brought an ice storm to the region.  KEYC News 12 check with local utility companies 

ahead of the storm to see how they were preparing for potential power outages and offered 

reminders to viewers on safe ways to stay warm incase the power goes out.   

This winter brought more frequent and smaller events than what is the norm but road crews 

worked to keep the streets clear no matter what.  In late February, KEYC News 12 check with 

the department of transportation to see how their supply of road salts and chemicals were 

doing.  

The winter can also bring some outdoor recreation.  KEYC News 12 caught up with a local 

snowmobiling club about the snow conditions and how this year was a much better year for 

sledding than last.  The local state park also hosted a snowshoeing event.  KEYC News 12 went 

along to show viewers some of the activities they can participate in even during the winter 

months. 

As warmer weather moved in during late February and into early March, the rivers began to 

thaw.  This created ice dams on some area rivers.  KEYC News 12 spoke with the department of 

natural resources on how they monitor the situation and gave viewers tips on what to do if they 

see an ice dam. 

Local businesses who sell snowmobiles have also been excited about the snowy weather.  KEYC 

News 12 spoke with one owner who says it’s the best year they’ve had in recent memory. 



The beginning of March also brings about the deadline to remove your ice house from lakes in 

southern Minnesota.  KEYC News 12 told viewers about the deadline but also shared the 

concern of the department of natural resources about cleaning up garbage and other debris to 

avoid it from getting into the water as the ice melts. 

Mankato is home to a popular ski hill named Mount Kato.  The winter of 2018 was far better for 

this local business over last year.  KEYC News 12 spoke with the manager of Mount Kato about 

their season continuing to last into the end of March as well as those that are enjoying the 

extended season. 

It’s been 20 years since a pair of devastating tornadoes ravaged southern Minnesota.  From 

March 26 to March 30, KEYC News 12 featured the stories of those that were impacted by the 

tornadoes on March 29, 1998.   KEYC News 12 returned to the town of Comfrey, which was 

nearly wiped off the map by the storm and the school destroyed.  Since that time, the town has 

rebuilt and is stronger than ever.  KEYC News 12 also spoke with the administrator of the city of 

St. Peter, which was also severely damaged by the storm and showed how the city came 

together to rebuild and grow since the storm. 

LOCAL ECONOMIC GROWTH: 

A new local company opened its doors in January, serving vegan and vegetarian cuisine.  KEYC 

News 12 spoke with the new restaurant owners, who are operating out of a shared kitchen 

space that is also open to anyone else looking to jump start their business.   

By the middle of January, the state released the employment report for December and for 

2017.  KEYC News 12 showed viewers how the Mankato area faired and is the third fastest 

growing when it comes to jobs in Minnesota.   

Recruiting and retaining talented employees continues to be a challenge for many area 

business leaders.  One local school district is showing the workers of tomorrow what some of 

those jobs are like.  KEYC News 12 followed some middle school students from New Ulm as they 

learned about possible future careers and those that will be in demand for works in the not-so-

distant future.   

Even though it is winter, that didn’t stop one local business from hosting a groundbreaking 

ceremony.  Jarraff Industries in St. Peter broke ground on a 20,000 square foot expansion and 

expects to bring an additional 30 jobs to the area. 

It wasn’t all good news in February on the local economic front.  In late February, Verizon 

Wireless announced its plans to close their customer support call center in Mankato by the end 

of September.  While not all jobs will be lost due to the closing, the center is moving to a home-



based model that will allow some employees to work from home.  The call center is 

transitioning 300 traditional jobs to the new home-based model.  The closure of the call center 

will also create a large vacancy in office space in the community.  The local economic 

development group is already working to help find new tenants to help occupy the space. 

Despite the future closing of the call center, the job outlook for Mankato continues to look 

good.  That was reflected in the January and February jobs report.  KEYC News 12 told viewers 

that the metropolitan statistical area continues to be in the top 3 in the state for year-over-year 

job growth. 

As the demand continues to increase for talented workers, older workers are choosing to stay 

in the workforce.  KEYC News 12 spoke with the local labor economic development authority 

about the growing number of adults aged 60-69 that are continuing to work.  KEYC News 12 

also spoke with the local adult community center’s education coordinator about how they are 

teaching older adults new skills, especially those that involve technology. 

As the Mankato area’s economy continues to grow, the Better Business Bureau has taken note.  

In March, the BBB opened a satellite office in Mankato to help consumers but to also better 

help businesses.  

 March 23 was Small Business Development Center Day and Minnesota State University 

Mankato is home to the SBDC in the local area.  KEYC News 12 spoke with officials from the 

local SBDC about the help small business owners can get and why it is important to help them 

grow their business.   

Grain and livestock prices are displayed during KEYC News 12 Midday, KEYC News 12 at 5, and 

KEYC News 12 at 6 as farm commodities play a vital role in the local economy. 

 

HEALTHY LIFESTYLES:   

KEYC News 12 is partnering with other community members for an initiative known as Thrive: 

Eat, Move, Sleep.  Two times per week, viewers learn about nutritional benefits of certain 

foods, better ways to get exercise or avoid injury during exercise, and attaining better sleep by 

making small changes in daily habits.  The segments air on Tuesday’s and Thursday’s during 

KEYC News 12 at 5:00 and 10:00. 

KEYC News 12 also broadcasts developing health stories and studies regularly on its Morning, 

Midday, 5:00pm, 9:00pm, and 10:00pm weekday news programs. 



The flu season was particularly hard on many in the local area.  KEYC News 12 provided periodic 

updates on the numbers of hospitalizations in the local area as well as reminder on ways to 

avoid the flu. 

With the unusually cold and snowy weather, the number of donations of blood was at a critical 

low.  KEYC News 12 spoke with the American Red Cross on why the donations are critical and 

ways viewers can help them meet the need. 

Mankato school parents were alerted to a case of whooping cough in early February.  KEYC 

News 12 told viewers about the disease and ways to stop it from spreading. 

A trio of local cities began discussion on increasing the age to purchase tobacco products from 

18 to 21.  Mankato, North Mankato and St. Peter took up the proposal.  KEYC News 12 spoke 

with officials from each city on why they felt the change was necessary.  Each city was also 

urged to support the change by the American Lung Association.  Ultimately, the city of North 

Mankato passed a resolution that would change the age to 21 for purchasing tobacco products 

as long as Mankato did the same.  The city of Mankato did not pass their ordinance after 

council members felt it was an issue that would be better handled on the state level.  The city 

of St. Peter went ahead with their proposal that would change the purchase age to 21.  North 

Mankato stuck with their ordinance, having it go into effect in 2019, unless it was passed at the 

state level.  At this time, the Mankato council has not taken the issue back up, still feeling it 

should be handled in the state legislature. 

February also brings about an annual report from the Minnesota Department of Health about 

annual errors at hospitals.  KEYC News 12 spoke with officials at Mankato’s hospital about how 

they work daily to eliminate errors each day. 

With new technology comes easier access to medicine.  One local hospital is using telemedicine 

to give patients access to healthcare providers they might have difficulty seeing.  KEYC News 12 

showed how the New Ulm Medical Center uses the new technology to better serve their 

patients and to help them become more likely to seek medical help. 

One local grocer is working to help combat the opioid epidemic.  KEYC News 12 told viewers 

about Hy-Vee’s plans to stock their pharmacies with narcan, the anti-overdose drug.  Narcan 

will be available for purchase without a prescription. 

Millions of people across the country are impacted by diabetes.  And one local clinic is using fun 

to spread health education to an underserved population.  KEYC News 12 showed viewers how 

the clinic is using fun and games among the lower Sioux tribe, where 25 percent of the 

population has diabetes. 



 

GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS:   

 

The New Year began with preparations for a special election for a local state house race 

following the resignation of a local representative over sexual harassment claims.  The race 

contained a pair of candidates on the republican side, leading to a primary in the race.  KEYC 

News 12 profiled each republican candidate ahead of the primary, asking them which issues 

they felt were most important and what they would bring to the job.  Because of the tight 

timeline between the resignation and special election, there were concerns over getting 

absentee ballots sent and returned on time to be counted.  KEYC News 12 spoke with local 

election officials on ways they were working to make sure all the votes were counted.  After the 

primary, KEYC News 12 spoke with the republican and democratic candidate about which issues 

they felt were most important and what they would bring to the capitol in St. Paul.  Following 

the special election in February, KEYC News 12 spoke with the winner of the election. 

February also brought the start of the Minnesota Legislative Session.  In the week before the 

session began, KEYC News 12 spoke with area state representatives and senators about what 

they felt were going to be the key issues going into the session.  On the first day of the session, 

KEYC News 12 as there as the session was gaveled in. 

February also brought the Minnesota precinct caucuses.  Minnesotans gathered across the area 

to show their support for candidates for local and state races.  KEYC News 12 went to a 

democratic caucus site as well as a republican site to show what the process was like.  The 

precinct caucuses also gave the first idea on who the leading candidates are for the governor’s 

race. 

A group of students from Minnesota State University as well as Waseca Middle School 

participated in a rally at the capitol to show support for raising the tobacco purchase age to 21.  

KEYC News 12 caught up with the two groups of student at the capitol to see why they felt the 

change was needed. 

KEYC News 12 also caught up with some local daycare providers who are advocating for some 

changes to state licensing requirements for day care facilities.  They held a rally at the capitol, 

asking for lawmakers to make the changes that would create a more fair playing field when it 

comes to the requirements.  

In March, Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton gave his final state of the state address.  KEYC 

News 12 shared comments from the governor from the speech. 



As the legislative session continued into March, KEYC News 12 told viewers about a local 

representative who is not seeking re-election in November.  Already a pair of candidates have 

stepped forward saying they will seek the seat, though the official filing period is still months 

away. 

KEYC News 12 viewers were also kept up to date on the latest happenings with the Mankato, 

North Mankato and St. Peter city councils, including changes to city ordinances, construction 

projects and street repairs, housing needs and budgets.   

On top of featuring local residents at the state capitol, KEYC News 12 viewers were kept up to 

date on the latest happenings at the state capitol, including state budget proposals, gun 

legislation, sexual harassment claims and training, getting Minnesota state ID’s to be federally 

compliant and improving water quality. 

KEYC News 12 also provided updates on major national political stories, including the debate on 

gun safety and reform, federal budgets and government shutdowns, hiring and firing of cabinet 

members and the latest on the special prosecutor’s investigation into foreign interference in 

the 2016 election. 

 


