
KMMS AM – AM 1450 and KPRK AM – 1340 AM (full simulcast), 2022 Q1 
Quarterly Issues Program List, January 1, 2022 through March 31, 2022

The stations have identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in this 
quarter.

Section 1 – Issues:

1. Labor Shortages – Concern regarding the lack of available workers for business, government 
services and agriculture and its impact on the local economy. Also concern about wages and 
impact on worker shortages.

2. Supply Chain – Concern over the delivery of goods being disrupted due to the ongoing 
pandemic as well as trucker protests. Concern for local business inventory and meeting the 
needs for availability of those goods to local residents. 

3. Pandemic – Concern about the ongoing pandemic, changes in restrictions, virus variants, 
vaccinations and treatment of COVID.  Information needed on best practices to continue to 
protect the community and its residents and what has changed as the pandemic continues long 
term. 

4. Education – Concern about the quality of education for children in our local communities in part 
due to pandemic-related changes and teacher and other school worker shortages. Also concern 
about changes in schools and curriculum due to the politicizing of teachers, school 
administrators and school boards.

5. Wildlife – Concern regarding the wildlife in the state and the protection of the animals coupled 
with the safety of the residents of communities, especially those with fast-growing populations. 
Also concern about the impact of wildlife management on hunters and the wildlife related 
businesses of hunting, tourism and agriculture. 

6. Economy – Concern about the impact of inflation on local communities and their residents. 
Specific concern about rising fuel prices due to international conflict and government 
restrictions on local oil production, housing prices and increased costs of essential goods and 
services.

Section 2 – Responsive Programs:
The stations have broadcast programming dealing with each of the above referenced issues.  
Programming dealing with each issue is set out below.

1.  Labor Shortages

Montana Talks, January 3, 2022, 7:13AM, duration 16 minutes.  Interview with Evelyn Pyburn of the Big 
Sky Business Journal. Discussed the impact of significant increase in minimum wage and wages overall 
and how it would impact the severe labor shortages in communities in the state. Also discussed the 
impact on businesses and consumers of “passing on” higher wages to the consumer with increased costs 
of goods and services.



2. Supply Chain

Montana Talks, January 10, 2022, 7:08AM, duration 16 minutes. Interview with Evelyn Pyburn of the Big 
Sky Business Journal. Discussed how the pandemic and labor shortages have impacted the supply chain 
in our state and how it impacts the local community. Also talked about possible food shortages, 
specifically a current potato shortage, and if the availability of other foods would be a possibility.

Montana Talks, January 11, 2022, 6:47AM, duration 44 minutes. Interview with John Jackson. Discussed 
what issues are causing supply chain problems in the nation and locally and what can be done to 
overcome these problems. Talked about the impact on local businesses who are struggling with 
inventory for their stores and the impact on consumers who are in need of goods and services that 
aren’t being delivered.

Montana Talks, February 17, 2022, 8:14AM, duration 10 minutes. Interview with Montana Governor 
Greg Gianforte. Discussed the impact of the Canadian Truckers protest and its immediate impact on 
Montana communities close to Canadian border and the spread of that impact to other communities in 
the state. Talked about other factors hurting the supply of goods and services to Montana businesses.

Montana Talks, March 31, 2022, 9:13AM, duration 18 minutes. Interview with John Youngberg of the 
Montana Farm Bureau. Discussed the potential of additional food shortages due to supply chain issues 
and labor shortages. Talked about the impact on local businesses and consumers not receiving food and 
the impact on the local agricultural communities and their work to solve the issue.

3. Pandemic

Montana Talks, January 4, 2022, 7:14AM, duration 26 minutes. Interview with John Jackson. Discussed 
the ongoing pandemic and vaccine mandates. Talked specifically about what exemptions were available 
to not get vaccinated and discussed religious exemptions in depth. Also discussed the state teachers’ 
union wanting to continue remote learning as the pandemic hangs on.

Montana Talks, January 10, 2022, 8:30AM, duration 10 minutes. Interview with Ashley Smith Thomas of 
Fox Radio. Discussed new virus variants and their impact on communities and the health of their 
residents. Also discussed how people are beginning to learn to “live with” the virus and continue normal 
activities for the most part. Also talked about continued government recommendations and their 
importance to people’s health.

Montana Talks, January 18, 2022, 7:07AM, duration 30 minutes. Interview with John Jackson. Discussed 
the ongoing pandemic and options for treatment. Talked about the effectiveness of monoclonal 
antibodies in fighting COVID. Also discussed alternative treatments and practices to protect health 
during the continuing pandemic.

4. Education

Montana Talks, January 12, 2022, 8:26AM, duration 11 minutes. Interview with Michael Gehl, Missoula 
School Board of Trustees Member. Discussed a recent Missoula School Board meeting where mask-
wearing was a controversial topic. Talked about the opposing viewpoints to masks in school and the 
heated debates from both sides. Also discussed solutions and compromises for protecting students and 
maintaining the quality of their ongoing education. 

5. Wildlife

Montana Talks, January 13, 2022, 6:43AM, duration 12 minutes. Interview with Mike Ruggles of 
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks. Discussed current hunting regulations and potential changes in those 



regulations and how it would impact hunters in the state. Also talked about hunting regulations 
designed to protect and foster better elk management in our area. Talked about the economic impact of 
maintaining healthy elk herds in the state and surrounding regions.

Montana Talks, January 27, 2022, 8:40AM, duration 10 minutes. Interview with Jeff Ewalt of 
ZooMontana. Discussed wolf hunting and the impact on area wildlife and livestock. Talked about the 
controversy and publicity surrounding wolf hunting in the state and how people were misinterpreting 
much of the statistics on wolves in Montana. Also discussed the benefits to elk management and 
agriculture when wolves are properly managed.

Montana Talks, February 28, 2022, 9:47AM, duration 10 minutes. Interview with Montana State 
Representative Alan Redfield. Discussed bison in Yellowstone Park and their management. Also 
discussed differing perspectives on the new Environmental Impact Statement recently released 
regarding Yellowstone Bison. Talked about the balance between the protection of the wildlife itself and 
the impact on the tourist, hunting and agriculture industries in our communities as it relates to 
managing bison and all wildlife.

6. Economy

Montana Talks, January 28, 2022, 9:05AM, duration 14 minutes. Interview with Dr. Patrick Barkey of the 
Bureau of Business and Economic Research. Discussed the current record low unemployment as it 
related to labor shortages. Also talked about certain communities and their incredible housing cost 
increases over the past 2-3 years. Discussed inflation and its consequences on local businesses and local 
consumers. Talked about solutions to slow inflation and the local, state and federal government 
involvement in those policies.

Montana Talks, February 14, 2022, 7:13AM, duration 12 minutes. Interview with Evelyn Pyburn of the 
Big Sky Business Journal. Discussed the need for additional nurses and other healthcare workers for our 
communities and the high cost of increased wages and the even higher cost of “traveling nurses” for 
local healthcare providers. Also talked about general inflation and specifically the high cost of vehicles 
due to inflation, labor shortages and supply chain issues and the impact on businesses and residents.

Montana Talks, March 7, 2022, 6:40AM, duration 14 minutes. Interview with William Perry Pendley of 
the Western Sheriff’s Association. Discussed rising fuel prices and local and national oil production. 
Talked about the impact of international events on the cost of oil and the increased local fuel prices. 
Talked about solutions that would benefit local residents in controlling fuel prices along with the benefit 
of increased production for workers in the local oil industry. Also discussed the possibility of changing 
laws and restrictions and the potential outcome and consequences of those changes.

This list is not in any particular order of importance or priority.


