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Attached are listings of broadcasts or broadcast segments, which, in the station’s judgment, 
reflect the station’s most significant programming treatment of ascertained community issues 
during the preceding three-month period.  

 

PROGRAM INDEX 

WBZ-TV News on TV38 – WBZ-TV News on TV38 is anchored by Anaridis Rodriguez.  The 
newscast delivers a contemporary hour of news filled with comprehensive coverage of local 
politics, community events, medical updates, and issues of importance in the community.  In 
addition, issues related to government, politics, business, financial issues, corruption and crime 
are explored in-depth during the station’s newscasts. 

 



Business and Political 
 
7-1-21 
Tiffany Chan reports on local businesses coming back and the tourism ahead of the July 4 th 
holiday in Boston now that the city has no COVID-19 restrictions. 
  
7-22-21 
Juli McDonald reports on house lawmakers voting to legalize sports betting.  It gave the measure 
a big boost as it heads to the senate. 
  
7-30-21 
Beth Germano reports on the state recommending everyone in public school buildings wear 
masks.  The Massachusetts Teacher Association is upset that it is not mandatory. 
 
8-4-21 
Ken Macleod reports on the Spirit Airlines meltdown at Logan airport.  More than 1,000 flights 
were cancelled nationally due to operation issues.  Many would-be passengers were stranded, 
Spirit Airlines told them there simply were no flight crews to fly the planes. 
 
8-5-21 
Juli McDonald reports on a Taunton family whose moving truck is missing with all their 
belongings.  One of the alleged movers began texting the family for more money.  The family 
filed a police report and contacted truck rental company Penske directly.  They were told the 
truck was reported stolen.  The family wants to save someone else from going through this and 
recommends hiring reputable moves, it may cost a little more, but it is worth it in the long run. 
 
8-9-21 
Kristina Rex reports on local cities and towns reconsidering mask mandates.  This is in response 
to the Delta variant driving up positive cases even in vaccinated people. 
 
8-24-21 
Kristina Rex reports the state education commissioner is likely to put mask mandates in place for 
the start of school.  It was previously a town-by-town decision.  This would be for everyone in 
K-12 public schools through October 1 as the Delta variant causes a rise in COVID cases. 
 
8-26-21 
Kristina Rex reports on Boston’s indoor mask mandate taking effect Friday August 27 at 8am.  
The mask mandate applies to all public spaces in Boston, except for places of worship, private 
offices or buildings closed to the public, or for performers who stay six feet away from the 
audience. 
 
8-30-21 
Kate Merrill reports on a local shortage of bus drivers that could impact back to school.  
Companies are offering increased pay and more scheduling options to attract candidates. 
  
 



8-31-21 
Kristina Rex reports on the state of the rental market in Boston.  With colleges back in session 
and workplaces slowly returning, rents are increasing, and the market is more competitive.  Rent 
in Boston has jumped back to pre-pandemic level. 
 
9-8-21 
Jon Keller analyzes the first Boston mayoral debate.  While Keller says there was no clear 
winner, he found acting Mayor Kim Janey had to play defense as the one currently in charge.  
Keller also noted the candidates mostly passed up opportunities to press issues that might have 
illuminated differences between them, such as charter schools and rent control.  
 
9-13-21 
Kristina Rex reports Governor Baker has activated the National Guard to help deal with the 
school bus driver shortage.  The state announced up to 250 members will be available to cities 
and towns to drive school transport vans. 
Zinnia Maldonado reports on the five candidates vying to be Boston’s next mayor.  The 
candidates are trying to sure up last-minute votes ahead of Tuesday’s preliminary election.   
 
9-20-21 
Kristina Rex reports on a rat problem in several Greater Boston cities and towns.  In Melrose, the 
problem prompted a unanimous vote to require lids on all trash bins in the city.  In Cambridge, 
the city is now using bait at people’s homes if they call for help. A new program to fight the 
problem. 
 
9-22-21 
Kristina Rex reports on changes coming to the TD Garden.  People who want to attend a game 
will have to bring proof of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 test.  The requirement is for ages 
twelve and older.  A statement from the garden president said the primary goal is to keep fans, 
guests, employees, players, and performers safe. 
 
9-27-21 
Tiffany Chan reports on a proposal by the Suffolk County Sheriff Steven Tompkins to place 
homeless people in unused jails.  The plan would move the homeless from Mass Ave to a vacant 
building turned treatment center at the South Bay House of Corrections.  Civil rights leaders are 
concerned about the precedent of placing homeless people in jail settings.   
 
 
Health and Medical 
 
7-8-21 
Kristina Rex reports Pfizer is asking the FDA for emergency use authorization for its third dose 
of its vaccine.  However, some local doctors say it is too early. 
 
7-13-21 
Ken Macleod reports on massive amounts of rain in our local area.  Local health officials are 
concerned about mosquito problems. 



 
7-15-21 
Juli McDonald reports on recent rain sending bacteria levels soaring in different ponds and lakes.  
It has officials urging people to stay out of the water. 
 
7-16-21 
Beth Germano reports on new K9s in Bristol County that can sniff out the coronavirus.  The goal 
is for the animals to detect disease and start disinfection in common areas. 
 
7-19-21 
Juli McDonald reports on a COVID-19 surge in Provincetown.  Local health officials are asking 
even vaccinated people to wear a mask at indoor events and in crowded outdoor spaces out of an 
abundance of caution. 
  
7-20-21 
Kristina Rex reports on a COVID-19 outbreak at a retirement home in West Yarmouth.  Thirty-
three residents and staff members recently tested positive.  Luckily, due to vaccinations, 
everyone is doing well with mild to no symptoms.   
 
7-21-21 
Juli McDonald reports on an uptick in COVID-19 cases on Cape Cod and the Islands.  Nantucket 
is now urging everyone to wear a mask inside and outside and social distancing is not an option. 
  
7-27-21 
Kristina Rex reports on a CDC update suggesting even vaccinated people wear masks indoors.  
The CDC suggests wearing masks during certain indoor situations and in high-risk counties. 
 
8-3-21 
Ken McLeod reports three Dennis lifeguards saved a swimmer in cardiac arrest.  The lifeguards 
dragged the 64-year-old man from shallow water and just a few minutes into CPR, the man 
stopped breathing.  The lifeguards grabbed the portable defibrillator, something they had only 
used in training.  The fire chief says their quick actions saved the man’s life. 
 
8-4-21 
Juli McDonald reports on the state imposing vaccine mandates for workers in long-term care 
facilities.  Un vaccinated staff will need to get at least a first dose by September 1, 2021, and be 
fully vaccinated by October 10, 2021, which is when the Department of Public Health will start 
enforcing the mandate.  There will be exemptions for those with medical restrictions or sincerely 
held religious beliefs that prevent them from being vaccinated. 
 
8-6-21 
Tiffany Chan reports on the local push to get kids vaccinated before school starts.  Outreach 
groups are trying to reach families at events like the Revere Sandcastle contest, which is 
expected to attract more than a half a million people through the weekend.  Massachusetts 
General Hospital set up a mobile vaccine clinic along the beach. 
  



8-10-21 
Liam Martin reports how to get your vaccine records if you lost your vaccine card.  Liam details 
the various ways to request the verification.  Some of the ways include contacting your health 
care provider or the location where you were vaccinated, logging into v-safe if you enrolled in a 
program that monitors your health after getting a vaccine and filling out an Immunization 
Request Form that goes directly to the state Department of Public Health. 
 
8-17-21 
Kristina Rex reports the White House expected announcement on COVID-19 booster shots.   
Booster shots will be recommended for the majority of Americans eight months after a second 
shot of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine.  As for the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, a booster shot is 
expected to be needed, but federal health officials are waiting for more data. 
 
8-23-21 
Kristina Rex reports on the FDA giving full approval to the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.  Locally, 
doctors hope this new certification will drive up vaccinations. 
 
8-27-21 
Christina Hager reports on a Beverly city councilor who says he only survived his breakthrough 
case of COVID-19 because he was vaccinated.  Dominic Copeland was in the hospital for six 
days and says his vaccination saved his life.  He is hoping to spread the word about the 
importance of vaccination. 
 
9-3-21 
Tiffany Chan reports on public health fears in Provincetown for the Labor Day weekend.  Many 
people are heading to the Cape for the last weekend of the summer before heading back to work.  
Some are afraid COVID-19 could spread further with the crowds and people letting their guard 
down.  The CDC suggests unvaccinated Americans avoid travel this Labor Day weekend and a 
local doctor says even those who have received the vaccine should weigh the risks. 
 
9-16-21 
Kristina Rex reports the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 
revealed that 1,230 Massachusetts kids had tested positive for COVID-19 in just three days’ 
time, from September 13 through September 15.  This represents only about 0.13 percent of the 
student population, most of which is not eligible to be vaccinated yet. 
 
9-20-21 
Juli McDonald reports on Pfizer saying its COVID-19 vaccine works in children 5 to 11.  This 
announcement brings Pfizer one step closer to getting FDA approval.  Local doctors are excited 
about the promising research. 
 
9-21-21 
Cheryl Fiandaca reports on IV treatments for COVID-19.  She found a wide discrepancy 
between doctors prescribing it and hospitals offering it across Massachusetts. 
  
 



9-23-21 
Tiffany Chan reports a CDC panel is recommending an extra Pfizer shot for those aged 65 and 
older.  Local doctors think it is a smart step in combating the Coronavirus. 
 
9-24-21 
Christina Hager reports the CDC Director approved COVID-19 booster shots for more parts of 
the population.  Healthcare workers and first responders are on the eligibility list, along with 
anyone over 65.  They must have had their second shot at least six months ago, and it has to have 
been Pfizer.   
 
 
Law, Safety and Security 
 
7-1-21 
Juli McDonald reports a rabbi was stabbed outside a Jewish day school.  Law enforcement is 
investigating it as a possible hate crime as attacks against Jews are on the increase in the United 
States. 
 
7-5-21 
Juli McDonald reports on the search in Somerville for the person who shot a 16-year-old girl.  
The teen was walking her dog when she was hit.  Additionally, Ken Macleod reports Worcester 
police are stepping up patrols after a teenage lifeguard was stabbed on the job.  The lifeguard had 
confronted a group who were drinking and smoking marijuana in violation of park rules. 
 
7-6-21 
Juli McDonald reports on a 2-year-old boy who fell into a backyard pool.  The boy’s uncle and 
big sister are credited with saving his life. 
  
7-9-21 
Cheryl Fiandaca reports on new body camera video from a state police encounter with heavily 
armed militia men in Wakefield.  Police had arrested 11 men after more than a 9-hour standoff 
that shut down I-95 in both directions. 
  
7-12-21 
Ken Macleod reports on a young girl who was seriously injured after a car crashed into a New 
Hampshire home.  Police say alcohol was a factor in the crash. 
 
7-14-21 
Ken Macleod reports on a string of break-ins in Newton.  Investigators say the man pretends to 
be searching for a lost pet and if he finds no one is home, that’s when he strikes. 
  
7-16-21 
Juli McDonald reports on a state police investigation into a school bus crash in Reading.  
Children were on the bus when the bus collided with a car.  There are reports of two nonlife 
threatening injuries. 
  



7-19-21 
Ken McLeod reports on a West Brookfield police officer being hailed a hero.  The officer woke 
up people sleeping inside a burning home and got them to safety. 
 
7-21-21 
Bill Shields reports on an uptick in muggings in the Faneuil Hall and Quincy Market areas.  It 
has police on alert and tourists keeping a better watch of their surroundings. 
 
7-23-21 
Zinnia Maldonado reports on life-saving equipment being placed around local lakes and ponds.  
In honor of fallen Worcester police officer Manny Familia, who drown during a water rescue, 
Manny’s Boxes contain a buoy with a floating rope and two life vests, equipment that could 
prevent a tragedy out in the water. 
 
7-28-21 
Juli McDonald reports on the search for whomever is throwing lit fireworks from a moving car.  
It has already sparked one car fire and people are looking to catch the suspect. 
  
7-29-21 
Bill Shields reports on two teen lifeguards who were attacked at a Worcester pool.  Police say it 
happened after the guards asked a man’s child to leave the pool for misbehavior. 
 
7-30-21 
Kristina Rex reports on a collision of green line trolleys in Boston.  More than twenty people 
were injured when the trains collided on Commonwealth Ave.  A multi-team investigation is 
underway to figure out why one train crashed into another train that was stopped at the time. 
 
8-2-21 
Ken Macleod reports on new information on the green line crash.  NTSB investigators say the 
train that caused the crash was going 20 miles over the speed limit.  The operator of that train 
was quickly put on leave after the accident.  Controversy over green line trolley speeds on that 
part of Comm Ave is not new.  Back in 2010 WBZ’s I-Team took a radar gun to trains on that 
track after a couple of mishaps and found that trains routinely went two or three times faster than 
the 10 mile per hour speed limit. 
 
8-13-21 
Kristina Rex reports a Belmont condo building had an emergency evacuation.  An engineer 
discovered cracks on the upper floors, prompting the building management to evacuate the 
residents of the 40 condo units. 
 
8-16-21 
Juli McDonald reports on an Arlington neighborhood that is on alert after a five-year-old boy 
was attacked by a coyote.   Police tell neighbors one way to deter coyotes is to spend more time 
in their own yards and to try and make those spaces less attractive to coyotes by cleaning the area 
under bird feeders, put tight lids on trash cans and lock up dumpsters. 
  



8-18-21 
Kristina Rex reports a man’s body was found locked inside a Milford storage box that was 
padlocked from the outside.  Investigators are scouring the scene for clues. 
 
8-20-21 
Louisa Moller reports on preparations for Hurricane Henri along the coast.  Louisa reports along 
the South Coast, people are pulling out their boats and shelters are opening for potential 
evacuees. 
 
9-3-21 
Zinnia Maldonado reports on confirmation that a tornado touched down on Cape Cod as the 
remnants of Hurricane Ida moved through.  Additionally, residents across the South Coast are 
dealing with floods caused by the heavy rains including a foot of water shutting down a portion 
of Route 24, leaving some drivers stranded. 
 
9-6-21 
Ken Macleod reports on a search underway in Arlington for a coyote that attacked two children 
in separate incidents.  Neighbors are worried it might happen again if the coyote is not caught.  
Environmental police combed both neighborhoods suspecting the same coyote was behind both 
incidents and probably another attacked two weeks ago. 
 
9-9-21 
Tiffany Chan reports a Cape Air flight with seven people onboard crashed while landing in 
Provincetown.  Provincetown Town Manager Alex Morse says heavy rain in the area at the time 
most likely was a factor in the crash. 
  
9-15-21 
Ken Macleod reports a five-foot rattlesnake was spotted by a hiker at the Blue Hills trail in 
Milton.  When the hiker shared her video with Mass Wildlife officials, she learned timber rattlers 
are native to all six New England states, but are so rare these days they are among the most 
endangered species in Massachusetts 
 
9-16-21 
Juli McDonald reports a child was grazed by a bullet in Dorchester.  The 7-year-old girl was 
walking along Talbot Avenue when the shooting occurred.  Police arrested a man on foot 
minutes after the shooting, but they are still looking for information from witnesses.  
Investigators believe the shooting was not random, and the child was not targeted. 
 
9-22-21 
Juli McDonald reports on the arrest in a stabbing at Morton Hospital in Taunton.  The woman 
was stabbed outside the hospital while on break.  Employees at the hospital say they feared 
something like this was going to happen and have been asking for help for many months.  The 
nurse union is calling for increased security. 
 
 
 



9-24-21 
Kristina Rex reports a Braintree child was struck by a school bus while crossing the street near 
the East Middle School.  Police say the 11-year-old girl was pinned under the bus when they 
arrived.  She suffered serious, but nonlife-threatening injuries. 
  
  
Community and Culture 
 
7-6-21 
Cheryl Fiandaca reports on members of the “rise of moors” and their belief they do not need to 
follow laws set by the United States.  Members were taken into custody after they were stopped 
by police in Wakefield possessing weapons. 
 
7-13-21 
Tiffany Chan reports on a man who helped save a little girl’s life after an accused drunk driver 
slammed into a Salem, New Hampshire home.  The man who helped save her says he just acted 
on instinct. 
 
7-22-21 
Tiffany Chan reports on a remembrance for a Somerville woman killed in a boating accident in 
Boston Harbor.  Friends and family gathered at her dance studio to pay tribute to Jeanica Jucle’s 
life. 
 
7-23-21 
Ken Macleod reports on the Massachusetts’ town with the lowest vaccination rates.  According 
to the state Department of Public Health, only 35% of residents in the town of Hardwick are fully 
vaccinated.  The town’s top health official says the inability to convince residents here that the 
COVID vaccines are safe and effective has been very frustrating. 
 
8-2-21 
Bill Shields reports on a new billboard that hopes to get new tips in the case of a missing Hanson 
woman.  Sandra Crispo disappeared two years ago from her home.  The family says they will 
never give up and hope the billboard and posters around the South Shore will provide promising 
new leads. 
  
8-3-21 
Juli McDonald reports on concerts at Fenway Park.  Local doctors say open air events like that 
are the safest at this time, especially with the Delta variant. event. 
  
8-5-21 
Tiffany Chan reports Nantucket is holding an emergency meeting to require masks indoor again.  
Local leaders cite the surging numbers and the Delta variant. 
 
 
 
 



8-6-21 
Juli McDonald reports 24-year-old Cambridge hockey player Tom Parker performed CPR on a 
referee who collapsed during a men’s league game.  On his way to becoming an EMT, Tom says 
his training kicked in and he started CPR while his teammates retrieved an AED. 
  
8-16-21 
David Wade reports on the closing of a beloved New England grocery store.  After more than 
100 years, the Watertown store will close with the announcement that Tony Russo will retire 
some time this fall.   
  
8-25-21 
Juli McDonald reports a Marlborough family is looking for help and prayers from the 
community after their son was seriously injured in a swimming accident in Nantucket.  Twenty-
one-year-old Hayden Ginnetti was injured when he dove while running into shore, it is believed 
to have hit a sandbar caused by a storm the previous day.  A GoFundMe page has been set up to 
support Hayden and his family. 
 
8-30-21 
Rachel Holt reports on a Melrose coffee shop that is hiring people with disabilities.  Bitty & 
Beau’s is run by people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, with the company 
advocating for their inclusion and acceptance. 
 
9-17-21 
Juli McDonald reports the city of Salem is requiring COVID-19 vaccination or testing ahead of 
its Halloween celebrations.  The mayor says it is to keep everyone safe with COVID-19 
circulating in the environment. 
 
9-21-21 
Tiffany Chan reports on fundraising efforts by a Winthrop family after their son suffered a 
serious head injury playing football.  The family has launched a GoFundMe page to help with 
medical expenses. 
  
 
 
This Quarterly Issues/Program List was placed in the Public File on Monday October 4, 2021 by 
Christine Ferrara, Program Director. 
 
 

 


