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PROGRAM INDEX 

WBZ-TV News on TV38 – WBZ-TV News on TV38 is anchored by Paula Ebben and Liam 

Martin.  The newscast delivers a contemporary hour of news filled with comprehensive coverage 

of local politics, community events, medical updates, and issues of importance in the 

community.  In addition, issues related to government, politics, business, financial issues, 

corruption and crime are explored in-depth during the station’s newscasts. 

 



Business and Political: 

 

10-1-20: 

Bill Shields reports on the calls by local Senators and a Congressman for a federal stop at a 

Weymouth natural gas compressor facility.  The new facility has had two emergency shutdowns 

prior to its scheduled open October 1st.  There are safety concerns from neighbors and elected 

officials. 

10-7-20: 

Jon Keller reports on a debate regarding Massachusetts ballot question one, which is called the 

right to repair.  Both sides of the motor vehicle proposal question argued their sides.  Supporters 

say the ballot measure would simply level the playing field for independent car shops.  Skeptics 

say it could have unintended consequences. 

10-13-20: 

Mike LaCrosse reports on Boston Mayor Marty Walsh’s new police reform plans.  The sweeping 

changes were recommended by the Mayor’s task force which will include a new office of 

accountability.  The full recommendations are available on the city’s website and have been 

translated into five languages. 

10-13-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on a shortage of cans around the world due to increased drink 

consumption at home because of the pandemic.  It is most affecting small bottlers like local 

breweries in terms of cost and availability.  Still, from a business perspective, it may not make 

sense to invest a large amount of money to boost production given things may return to normal 

in perhaps a year. 

10-14-20: 

Beth Germano reports on a judge settling a lawsuit between the Boston Teachers’ Union and the 

City of Boston.  The judge declared the teachers’ request to work from home invalid due to their 

own agreement with the city.  It states they can only work from home if there are certain health 

metrics and concerns which have not yet been met. 

10-16-20: 

Anaridis Rodriguez reports on the threat by New Hampshire’s Governor Sanunu threatening to 

take Massachusetts all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court.  At issue is the decision to collect 

income tax from New Hampshire residents working remotely for companies in Massachusetts.  

“The Commonwealth has launched a direct attack on New Hampshire, attempting to pick the 

pockets of our citizens,” says Governor Sununu.  Before coronavirus pandemic hit, about 15% of 

NH commuters were driving to Massachusetts for work. 

 



10-22-20: 

Mike LaCrosse reports on 50 million in grants headed towards Massachusetts’ small businesses.  

Governor Baker says the money will get people back to work, boost downtown Boston 

businesses, and help some with rent. 

10-29-20: 

Tiffany Chan reports on local restaurants preparing for the winter and the end of outdoor dining.  

They fear the drop in business and fear of indoor eating could cause financial ruin to their 

businesses.  Chilly weather means fewer customers eating outside, while indoor dining rooms 

will likely still face capacity limits.  Landlords’ patience may be running out, and funding from 

the Paycheck Protection Program has dried up. 

10-30-20: 

Kristina Rex reports with Boston now in the red zone, the city is considering new restrictions 

including a temporary “shutdown” of indoor dining.  Restaurants say it would be a tough hit to 

restaurants that have been struggling for months.  However, according to Mayor Marty Walsh, 

these are rumors and that the city is planning to shutdown restaurants are unfounded. 

11-3-20:   

Christina Hager reports on the Biden campaign as election results come in in the 2020 

Presidential election. 

11-3-20: 

Beth Germano reports on the Trump campaign as election results come in in the 2020 

Presidential election. 

11-4-20: 

Mike LaCrosse reports on protests for democracy in Boston after fears of election meddling.  

People march from Nubian Square to Copley Square to express their calls for a clear and fair 

election process. 

11-4-20: 

Christina Hager reports on the President’s campaign already asking the U.S. Supreme Court to 

intervene in ballot counting.  Lawyers for President Donald Trump on Wednesday asked the 

Supreme Court to allow him to join a pending lawsuit brought by the Pennsylvania GOP seeking 

to challenge a 3-day mail ballot deadline extension.  Republicans have said the matter of 

counting votes should be left to the state legislature not the state’s highest court. 

11-6-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on restauranteurs who are upset with the Governor’s orders to close 

restaurants at 10 p.m.  They feel it will not improve health safety and will only hurt their already 

struggling businesses. 



11-6-20: 

Anaridis Rodriguez reports on Governor Baker pushing for schools to bring students back to the 

classroom.  He says coronavirus transmission rates in schools are low. 

11-10-20: 

Tiffany Chan reports on Governor Charlie Baker’s rebuke of President Trump’s failure to 

concede the presidential race.  Local GOP leaders are even surprised at Baker’s words calling for 

patience and verdicts to challenges. 

11-11-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on financial problems for Faneuil Hall Marketplace.  Store owners paid rent 

to a third party landlord.  That third-party landlord in turn did not pay the city of Boston which 

owns Faneuil Hall Marketplace.  Now store owners and the property itself are in limbo of 

closing. 

11-13-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on the Governor opening field hospitals in Massachusetts to prevent main 

hospitals from getting overwhelmed from COVID-19.  One of the centers reopening is the DCU 

Center in Worcester.  The state is prepared to open other field hospitals if necessary. 

11-17-20: 

Ken Macleod reports on a Watertown diner starting a “GoFundMe” account to save itself from 

closing.  It’s essentially asking customers to donate now and then redeem the donation for food 

once the pandemic ends. 

11-26-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on changes in Black Friday shopping during the pandemic.  They include 

less people in stores, more in-store pickups, and increased online shopping. 

12-1-20: 

Rachael Holt reports on a new app that emphasizes COVID-19 protocols in choosing a 

restaurant.  It is called “CareFull” and it’s based in Boston.  The free app informs users of 

restaurants’ safety precautions like table distancing, mask wearing and sanitizing practices 

alongside other helpful information such as outdoor heat arrangements and tent setup. 

12-3-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker touring an emergency field 

hospital set to open this weekend.  Massachusetts is now taking an all-hands-on-deck approach 

to the second surge. 

 

 



12-3-20: 

Lisa Moller reports on Warner Brothers releasing all their new movies right to consumer 

streaming devices.  Local theaters are worried they won’t be able to survive this plus the 

pandemic.  Ann Sarnoff, CEO of Warner Brothers says, “No one wants films back on the big 

screen more than we do, but we have to balance this with the reality that most theaters in the U.S. 

will likely operate at reduced capacity throughout 2021.” 

12-8-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on Governor Baker rolling back COVID-19 reopening due to rising 

numbers.  Capacity will be cut back at gyms, libraries and stores.  Massachusetts health officials 

reported 3,572 new confirmed cases of COVID-19 on Monday. 

12-15-20: 

Kristina Rex reports more vaccines were doled out to healthcare workers in Massachusetts.  

However, Governor Baker is urging everyone to stay vigilant in order to get through the 

holidays. 

12-15-20: 

Tiffany Chan reports on gyms set to close in Boston as part of the city’s rollback plan.  It’s the 

second time gyms have been shut down and owners say they are not the problem.  Some gym 

owners are firing back at the decision, saying that gyms and fitness facilities offer people 

physical and mental health benefits that we hardly can afford to lose right now. 

12-21-20: 

Tiffany Chan reports on Governor Baker’s warning regarding the upcoming holidays.  He is 

asking people to remain home and do not create COVID-19 spreading events. 

12-22-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on Governor Baker tightening restrictions to prevent a spike in 

coronavirus cases after the holidays.  The Governor is cutting capacity at local businesses and 

places of worship. 

12-23-20: 

Mike LaCrosse reports on Governor Baker’s new small business relief package.  It will allow 

668 million dollars to aid restaurants, shops and other small businesses trying to adapt to 

coronavirus restrictions and fewer customers. 

 

 

 

 



Health and Medical: 

 

10-1-20: 

Cheryl Fiandaca reports on a coronavirus outbreak at Brigham and Woman’s Hospital.   The 

cause of the cluster had not been determined.  Brigham and Woman’s said it is investigating the 

source through contact tracing, testing and staff interviews.  Workers want to see more 

randomized COVID-19 testing to ensure the virus does not spread. 

10-2-20: 

Anaridis Rodriguez reports on how contact tracers will be going over the President’s contacts 

since being diagnosed with COVID-19.  She spoke with local contact tracers to see how it’s done 

and what those affected people do. 

10-12-20: 

Paul Burton reports on the mental toll multiple COVID-19 diagnoses is taking on New England 

Patriots players.  Dr. John Sullivan of Clinical & Sport Consulting Services says emotional 

health needs to be front and center.   Dr. Sullivan goes on to say we need to take care of our 

emotional health because emotions run the show in sports and life.  If, like athletes, we are not 

addressing our emotional health, we are not going to be ready to be present for our families, or 

our loved ones. 

10-16-20: 

Juli McDonald reports on a Norwood breast cancer survivor urging people to get their 

mammograms and regular screenings despite the coronavirus.  Her story is a reminder that early 

detection is key to survival. 

10-19-20: 

Tiffany Chan reports on climbing coronavirus numbers here in Massachusetts.  A Tufts Medical 

Center epidemiologist report says young people are driving the rise in infections, unlike in the 

spring when nursing homes were being ravaged.  Younger people are less likely to get seriously 

ill or die from the virus, however, it’s only a question of when it begins spreading again in the 

older and more vulnerable populations. 

10-26-20: 

Mike LaCrosse reports on 13 cities and towns being forced to take a step back in their COVID-

19 reopening plans.  It is because they are seeing a surge in coronavirus numbers and health 

officials want to slow reopening plans. 

 

 



10-27-20: 

Christina Hager reports on new health recommendations from the state regarding Thanksgiving.  

Public health officials are urging people to hold events virtually and if you are going to eat 

together, take extreme precautions.  Maintain as much distance as possible and wear a mask. 

11-9-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on a possible coronavirus vaccine breakthrough.  The drug maker Pfizer 

says its version is 90% effective.  A Brown University professor says that effective rate is quite 

an accomplishment and the professor says its safety is quite good. 

11-10-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on state officials preparing for a second wave of the coronavirus.  The 

Governor announced that COVID-19 field hospitals may be coming back. 

11-13-20: 

Bill Shields reports on Weymouth’s South Shore Hospital having COVID-19 SWAT teams to 

treat people at home.  The goal is to give people care at home without hospitalization to save 

space for those who really need it. 

11-16-20: 

Ken Macleod reports on a potential breakthrough in the coronavirus fight.  Cambridge-based 

Moderna says its vaccine is nearly 95% effective. 

11-17-20: 

Tiffany Chan reports on massive lines to get COVID-19 testing.  People are being turned away 

or asked to wait two hours in line ahead of the holidays. 

11-19-20: 

Bill Shields reports on an 82-year-old Paxton woman who volunteered to receive Pfizer’s 

experimental COVID-19 vaccine.  Mary Jo Moynihan says she is happy to participate and help 

medical research that has helped her family in the past. 

11-20-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on Cambridge-based Moderna submitting a request for emergency FDA 

approval for its vaccine.  It comes as cases are surging and fears of a Thanksgiving wave are 

possible. 

12-2-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on a Massachusetts ambulance service that provides in-home COVID-19 

testing to make things more convenient for residents on the North Shore.  As cases continue to 

rise, lines for COVID-19 tests appear to be growing longer in communities.  The goal is to 

increase testing and reduce   



12-4-20: 

Anaridis Rodriguez reports on the state pushing the three largest school districts: Boston, 

Worcester and Springfield to reopen special needs classrooms.  Parents say their students are 

most at need, but they also want to stress health safety too.  Jeffrey Riley, commissioner of 

elementary and secondary education, ordered these school districts in letters released Friday to 

submit within 10 days their plans to bring students back to the classroom for in-person learning. 

12-7-20: 

Mike LaCrosse reports on surging coronavirus numbers in Massachusetts.  In turn, the state is 

asking hospitals to put off elective surgeries to make sure all hospital capacities are used to fight 

the coronavirus. 

12-9-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on the state’s guidelines on COVID-19 vaccination rollout.  She explains 

healthcare workers and seniors in nursing homes will be the first ones to receive the vaccine. 

12-10-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on a FDA panel giving preliminary approval to a Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.  

Local towns like Marshfield are prepping with paramedics trained to give the vaccine and setting 

up the Marshfield fairgrounds to be a vaccine clinic. 

12-11-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on the FDA approving the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine.  Local health workers 

are eager to get the vaccine.  “I want this vaccine right away, because with 95% efficacy, this is 

astoundingly effective,” says Dr. Chris Gill, an infectious disease specialist at Boston University.  

“I want 300 million people to get vaccinated with this as quickly as possible so we can go back 

to our normal lives.” 

12-14-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on the first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine given to a World War II veteran.  

96-year-old World War II veteran Margaret Klessens, a resident of the Community Living 

Center in Bedford, MA received the shot at 12:07 p.m. on Monday. 

12-18-20:  

Kristina Rex reports on the FDA authorized a second coronavirus vaccine.  This will bolster the 

number of available doses which the state desperately need to fend off the pandemic. 

12-21-20: 

Louisa Moller reports on scheduling issues related to medical professionals getting the COVID-

19 vaccine at Boston’s major hospitals.  The Massachusetts General Brigham system had to shut 

down its sign-up system Wednesday after it slowed down because of heavy traffic from workers 



trying to register.  The website was taken down to fix the problems and will be back up on 

Thursday. 

 

Law, Safety and Security: 

 

10-2-20: 

Bill Shields reports on mysterious explosions being heard at night in Blackstone, Massachusetts.  

New investigators are reaching out to the public for help to figure out what is causing the noise.  

Ann Costello, a Blackstone resident, hopes the loud bangs that sound like dynamite stop.  Now a 

$5,000 reward is being offered to anyone with information as to who is behind the blasts. 

10-6-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on Governor Baker not pulling the plug on Halloween celebrations this 

year.  He is, however, urging people to keep their gatherings small and outdoors. 

10-8-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on thousands of people who remain in the dark more than 24 hours after 

storms rolled through Massachusetts.  Now falling temperatures remain a big concern overnight. 

10-8-20: 

Juli McDonald reports on Brockton’s Police Chief Manny Gomes who saved a 3-month-old 

choking baby. Little Audrey couldn’t breath and had mucous coming from her mouth when her 

distraught mother called 911.   Chief Gomes arrived at the home and administered back blows 

and a finger sweep of the baby’s mouth to clear her airway.  She then started to breath and 

became alert.  Chief Manny says he is just happy that he was in the right place at the right time. 

10-9-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on virtual classes being halted at Tyngsborough High by a hacking-like 

device.  School experts are not sure if it’s a deliberate act or a byproduct of a technical issue.   

The outage disrupted the “very successful and positive start to our school year,” according to 

Superintendent Michael Flanagan. 

10-12-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on local towns labeled high risk of COVID-19 due to clusters at colleges 

and jails that are not directly reflective of their community.  For example, North Andover is 

unable to expand capacity at restaurants and libraries because of an outbreak at Merrimack 

College.   

 

 



10-14-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on a growing number of Massachusetts communities that are now at high 

risk for coronavirus transmission.  It is due to their higher percentage of positive rates.  Cities 

and towns are citing private parties and cold/flu season. 

10-15-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on the City of Boston cracking down on parties.  It comes in a recent surge 

of positive COVID-19 cases.  Mayor Walsh is encouraging people to call 911 to report parties. 

10-19-20: 

Paul Burton reports on a protester who dumped needles on Governor Baker’s front lawn.  The 

Governor’s wife has filed a restraining order because she fears the suspect and of the potential 

biohazard it could cause.  The protester says it was an action to draw attention to the growing 

drug problem in Boston. 

10-20-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on cities and towns trying to prevent a second COVID-19 surge.  The town 

of Winthrop is talking matters into their own hands creating a COVID-19 inspector to help 

spread awareness and issue fines for violations. 

10-20-20: 

Bill Shields reports on doctors advising their patients from seeing extended family and traveling 

this Thanksgiving.  Medical experts fear those brief visits from people who have been apart can 

start a new COVID-19 spread. 

10-21-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on Boston schools announcing a halt to in-person learning due to rising 

COVID-19 numbers.  The teachers’ union applauds the decision citing health reasons while most 

parents are upset saying students cannot learn remotely. 

10-29-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on the April 2021 running of the Boston Marathon.  Local officials stress 

they cannot keep the event as scheduled due to the uncertainty of the pandemic. 

11-2-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on a recent spike in COVID-19 numbers is leading Governor Baker to 

impose new mask rules, a curfew and an early closing of some businesses like restaurants.  

Those dinner establishments say they can’t afford another pandemic lockdown. 

11-2-20: 

Bill Shields reports on nurse, Jennifer Toscano, hit and killed on the highway while attending to 

a crash victim.  State Police responded to a rollover crash on I-95.  Toscano was helping a 



passenger when a car hit her and drove away.  Toscano was pronounced dead at the scene.  State 

Police found the suspect’s car shortly thereafter.  The driver, 22-year-old Luis Baez of Jamaica 

Plain was arrested and charged. 

11-5-20: 

Bill Shields reports on a Mansfield man who allegedly struck and killed a Sherborn father in his 

own yard while driving drunk has been arraigned.  Meanwhile, those close to the victim, Kevin 

Sullivan, 40, are raising money for his wife and their 11-month-old daughter. 

11-11-20: 

Ken Macleod reports on a Somerville mother hit and killed by a city truck.  Officials identified 

the woman as 40-year-old Leah A. Zallman.  Officers responding to a report of a pedestrian 

crash in the area of College and Kidder avenues just before 1 p.m. on November 3.  Zallman was 

unresponsive at the scene.  A preliminary investigation reportedly indicated that the off-duty city 

worker was driving his personal vehicle.  No charges have been filed against the worker. 

11-16-20: 

Paul Burton reports on criminal charges filed by the Marine Corps against one of its own 

members in the death of an Emerson College student.  Reservist, Samuel London, has been 

charged in the death of Daniel Hollis an Emerson student who died in the Fall of 2019 after an 

altercation outside a Brighton house party.  On Monday, the Marine Corps said London is now 

facing military charges including murder with intent to kill or inflict great bodily harm.  Emerson 

College senior, Henry Johnston said he hopes the charges will bring closure to the family. 

11-18-20: 

Bill Shields reports on local fire departments training to vaccinate residents in the COVID-19 

fight.  Fire Departments saw the potential need for this earlier this year and already started 

mobilizing operations. 

11-19-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on the CDC’s pleas not to travel during this Thanksgiving holiday due to the 

pandemic.  Local doctors say traveling during this holiday could become a massive super 

spreader event. 

11-20-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on the search in Ashburnham for a man accused of spitting on hikers.  

Police say the dispute started over masks being worn on an outside trail.  An older man 

approached two women hikers and told them they were selfish for not wearing masks and that it 

was the law.  The man then stated he had COVID and began spitting at them.  The Police are 

asking the public’s help identifying this man. 

 

 



11-23-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on an uptick of travelers through Logan Airport.  People tell us they are 

taking the COVID-19 risk to travel and see family despite government requests not to. 

11-23-20: 

Ken Macleod reports on the search for Maine fisherman lost at sea off of Providencetown.  Their 

boat sank early Monday morning sending an emergency signal, but no signs of life.  The 

fishermen who lost their lives at sea have been identified as Robert Blethen Jr. of Georgetown, 

Jeff Matthews of Portland, Ethan Ward of Pawtucket and Mike Perper of Gloucester, MA.  

Blethen served as the captain of the 82-foot vessel. 

11-24-20: 

Ken Macleod reports on the arrest of a man accused of spitting at two hikers who did not have 

their masks on.  Social media tips helped solve this case.  That man has been identified as Hale 

Powell, 71 of Westford, MA.  He has been charged with a false threat of a biological agent, as 

well as assault and battery. 

11-24-20: 

Bill Shields reports on the suspect now being sought in the shooting of a Massachusetts State 

Trooper.  Police consider Andre Sterling armed and dangerous and think he could be somewhere 

far from Massachusetts.  The 28-year old state trooper suffered a serious gunshot wound to the 

hand while conducting a traffic stop just after 11:30 p.m. Friday on Camp Street in Hyannis. 

11-25-20:   

Nick Emmons reports on leaders in Acushnet holding a rapid COVID-19 testing the night before 

Thanksgiving.  While local leaders are discouraging gatherings they are realistic it will happen 

and hope to stop some COVID-19 spread. 

11-26-20: 

Tiffany Chan reports on a building fire in New Bedford.   One woman was seriously injured and 

27 people are without a home after three buildings caught fire in New Bedford on Thanksgiving 

morning.   Fire crews believe it started with the deep frying of a turkey.   

11-27-20: 

Tiffany Chan reports on a series of random attacks towards men in Waltham.  There have been at 

least 10 men who have suffered unprovoked violence brought on by an unknown perpetrator.  

Police are warning people to be cautious if out at night and try to walk with somebody. 

11-27-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on a woman injured in a Dorchester deck collapse.  A neighbor rushed over 

to help the woman, who was banged up but otherwise okay.   Boston city officials are citing the 



owner and poor maintenance in the incident.  Inspectors will be taking a closer look at the 

outside staircase. 

11-30-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on local storm damage from a severe wind and rain event.  WBZ cameras 

caught house damage and power outages throughout the area. 

12-1-20: 

Lisa Gresci reports on a Raynham, MA garden shop that was broken into.  Both merchandise and 

cash register money was stolen from The Garden Patch.  If you recognize the man on the 

surveillance tape, you are urged to call the Raynham Police Department. 

12-8-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on three people who were trapped when flames broke out in their triple 

decker in Revere.  The Revere Fire Department confirmed one person did not survive.  Two 

people were taken to the hospital.  There is no information yet as to what may have caused the 

fire. 

12-9-20: 

Breanna Pitts reports on wrong-way crashes here in Massachusetts.  The state is piloting 

technology on some interstates that officials say has eliminated wrong-way driving.  The system 

includes several phases that alert drivers starting with flashing lights and signs, followed by 

warnings to on-coming drivers, as well as cameras on the roads that link to a state command 

center. 

12-16-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on storm conditions in Boston and the Massachusetts area.  The high impact 

snow storm has left over a foot of snow in most of the region. 

12-17-20: 

Tiffany Chan reports on the city of Boston lifting its parking ban Friday morning after a massive 

snow storm.  The city officials are also reminding people to not throw snow back into the streets 

creating another mess. 

12-18-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on an awning collapse in Medford.  It left a woman pinned and it took a 

group of good Samaritans to lift the awning off her.  She was taken to Massachusetts General 

Hospital and is in stable condition. 

 

 

 



12-28-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on a Brookline apartment fire.  About 30 people are looking for a new place 

to live after a fast-moving fire ripped through the apartment building on 16 Hamilton Road 

Monday afternoon.  Investigators are trying to piece together what happened. 

12-28-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on Brockton police shooting and killing an armed man.  Brockton police 

responded to Overlook Avenue at about 3:00 p.m. Monday for a “domestic violence situation.”  

The man who had a knife was shot by officers. 

 

Community and Culture: 

 

10-15-20: 

Juli McDonald reports on the family of ALS victim Pete Frates auctioning off special items 

given to him.  The auction will help support other ALS families in need.  Among the items to be 

auctioned off are the jersey that Frates wore while playing baseball in Germany; and an authentic 

Bruins jersey. 

10-21-20: 

Juli McDonald reports on the Pope stating in a new documentary that he supports civil unions 

between gay couples.  It has given some local couples hope they can practice their religion while 

being themselves. 

10-22-20: 

Juli McDonald reports on a Norton mother who actually took a part time job in a nursing home 

to be able to visit her mother at the facility.  The nursing home had closed off outside visits due 

to the COVID-19 threat. 

10-23-20: 

Paul Burton reports on a Danvers teenager who stutters.  He was inspired by watching former 

Vice President Joe Bidden and current presidential candidate overcome the issue and deliver 

speeches on the national stage. 

10-26-20: 

Paul Burton reports on the Salvation Army already preparing for less donations this holiday 

season while helping more people in need.  The charitable organization is launching a virtual 

charity drive to help collect funds. 

 



10-27-20: 

Paul Burton reports on a group of volunteers trying to clean up the Merrimack River.  They 

continue to deal with people dumping stuff including furniture along the river and now are 

offering a reward to find the culprits. 

11-5-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on with Thanksgiving only three weeks away, local turkey farms 

anticipate most people will be having small gatherings – requesting smaller birds verses the 

typical larger ones. 

11-9-20: 

Anaridis Rodriquez reports on the death of Jeopardy host, Alex Trebek.  WBZ spoke with a local 

contestant who said her time on the show was a wonderful experience.  Kelly Isenor who was on 

the show in 2007, said Alex Trebek was a jokester during commercial breaks.  She went on to 

say he was the most charming; genuine person you would ever meet. 

11-18-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on millions of rapid COVID-19 tests being deployed to public schools.  

Governor Baker’s office hopes this will get more schools back to full time and in-person 

learning. 

11-25-20: 

Beth Germano reports on the increased demands on local food pantries.  The pandemic and 

economic downturn have created real need.  More than 26 million Americans filed 

unemployment claims.  Children from food-insecure households who typically rely on school 

meals are now at home.  Demand at food pantries have skyrocketed.  A holiday fundraiser to 

benefit Project Bread of Massachusetts will connect communities with reliable sources of food 

and advocate for policies that make food more accessible. 

12-4-20: 

Nick Emmons reports on a pantry geared for animal owners.  Jill and Kenneth Gonsalves opened 

a pet food pantry in their front yard farm stand for anyone who needs it.  Jill said, “We just tell 

people they can take whatever they want and leave whatever that they can.” 

12-10-20: 

Anaridis Rodriguez reports on restoring trust in the minority community to get the COVID-19 

vaccine.  She spoke with local doctors trying to inspire confidence.  Dr. Joseph Betancourt, chief 

equity and inclusion officer at Massachusetts General Hospital states, “transparency and equal 

access to the vaccine in this initial rollout will help bridge the gap.” 

 

 



12-17-20: 

Kristina Rex reports on how Wachusett Mountain in Worcester, MA is dealing with COVID-19 

and ski crowds.  She reports the mountain is asking people to make reservations.  They have also 

expanded their outdoor seating and reduced their capacity.  

12-23-20: 

Rachael Hold reports on the Pine Street Inn’s effort to serve Christmas dinner despite not 

allowing volunteers in due to COVID-19 restrictions.  The existing kitchen team is working 

harder and longer hours to make Christmas special for those less fortunate. 

 

This Quarterly Issues/Program List was placed in the Public File on Wednesday, January 6, 2021 
by Christine Ferrara, Program Director. 
 


