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WEZS provides programming in response to community issues in its news and
information programming, talk and discussion programming, and public service
programming and announcements.

The following listing documents programming offered during the quarter ending
September 30, 2017. This list is not all-inclusive, and the order in which the list is
presented is primarily chronological and does not represent a judgement by the
licensee as to the relative importance of those issues or programs.

Discussion Programming

WEZS Radio broadcasts a locally originated discussion and listener call-in
program “The Advocates” weekdays from 9AM to 10AM and Saturdays from 8AM
to 12N. A wide range of subjects of local, regional, and national significance are
discussed with frequent opportunities for dialog between listeners and guests.

WEZS frequently interviews community leaders in a 20 to 30 minute forum during
its daily news programming. Also, ”The Costa Report”  offers in-depth interviews
with national leaders, journalists and decision makers in a non-partisan
environment. A summary of programs broadcast during the quarter ending
September 30, 2017 follows.

The Costa Report – 9/30/17, 6:05PM
Former Vice President Walter Mondale discussed changes in the role of the Vice
President during his time with the Carter administration. Mondale took a more
active role in the administration than most of his predecessors, and offers some
insight into how current VP Mike Pence could work more closely with President
Trump to advance the administration’s agenda. He also comments on the ongoing
standoff with North Korea, suggesting more effort be made toward a diplomatic
solutuion. Mondale also offered thoughts regarding alleged Russian interference
with the 2016 election. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 9/23/17, 6:05PM
Kentucky Governor Matt Bevin has been an advocate for perrmitting insurance
companies to compete across state lines, limiting damage awards for pain and
suffering and providing federal block grants to states to allow them to cover
individuals with pre-existing conditions. As Governor, Bevin faces a serious
financial crisis with funding shortfalls in the state’s employee pension system. He
discusses some of the reasons for the funding problem including the numerical
realities of an aging population. He also outlined his aggressive plan for solving
the problem. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 9/16/17, 6:05PM
Richard Painter was an associate counsel and chief ethics lawyer for President
Bush, and is currently vice chair of Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in



Washington. He discusses the recent lawsuit filed against President Trump
alleging violations of the emoluments clause of the US Constitution. Painter
questions whether the Trump Organization is gaining profit or benefit as a result of
dealings with foreign governments. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 9/9/17, 6:05PM
Economist Robert Atkinson is president of the Washington-based think tank
known as the Information Technology and Innovation Foundation. Atkinson is one
of the first economists to make a connection between investment in information
assets and a robust, vibrant economic recovery. Atkinson outlines his holistic
approach to job creation, including restricting transfer of jobs offshore, limiting the
immigration of low-skilled workers, infrastructure investment, trade enforcement
regarding countries that are doing econmic harm to the US, and tax incentives for
companies investing in research and development. Atkinson points to the current
disconnect between productivity and wages as a major contributor to a sluggish
economy. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 9/2/17, 6:05PM
Former White House Deputy Chief of Staff, political consultant and advisor Karl
Rove examines the turbulent state of the administration, and how President
Trump’s communications style may be negatively affecting his message.  Lack of
an effective communications stategy leads to media speculation and allows media
to drive the agenda. Rove proposes tactics that have potential to gain support
from moderate Democrats for various legislative proposals. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 8/26/17, 6:05PM
Alternative medicine advocate and author Deepak Chopra offers a very different
perspective on the rise of racial tensions in America in the light of current events
such as the Charlottesville tragedy, immigration reform and public policy. Chopra
examines an array of historical and evolutionary causes which lie behind racism,
fear, and the incresing divisions between segments of society. He asserts that
literal prehistoric tribal identities continue to fuel contemporary intolerance and
racism. Chopra looks at ways to defuse these deep-rooted causes contributing to
today’s societal unrest. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 8/19/17, 6:05PM
Romanian emigree Peter Georgescu is chairman emeritus of international
advertising powerhouse Young and Rubicam and author of three bestselling
books. Georgescu identifies common misconceptions concerning income
inequality in the U.S. and discusses this inequality as a root cause of a number of
social and economic problems. Data of concern includes the fact that a full sixty
percent of U.S. households are running at a financial deficit from month to month:
borrowing every year just to meet basic expenses. He states that income
inequality affects opportunity, education, and long term financial stability. While
productivity has risen dramatically, wages adjusted for inflation across a wide
range of industries have remained stagnant since the 1970s. Productivity



increases have resulted in greater shareholder profits – not increased wages or
greater investment in business assets. Georgescu makes the case for changing
corporate goals toward a longer-term balance between shareholder profit and
worker compensation and away from the current approach of maximum short-
term shareholder return. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 8/12/17, 6:05PM
Former news anchor and executive producer of the PBS News Hour Jim Lehrer
discusses mainstream media’s coverage of the current administration. Lehrer
examines the President’s frequent claims of “fake news” and media bias. Lehrer
holds to the position that the vast majority of news outlets are making serious
efforts to report facts fairly and honestly, and that the “fake news” criticism may
have in fact improved the quality of reporting in response. Lehrer advances the
opinion that routine White House news briefings have strayed away from their
intended purpose and have become contrived drama between reporters and
administration press secretaries, no longer serving to inform the American public.
(55 min)

The Costa Report – 8/5/17, 6:05PM
Political consultant and strategist Roger Stone comments on the recent turnover
in the Trump administration, the President’s frequent use of social media and the
status of the ongoing investigation of alleged Russian interference in the 2016
election. Stone asserts that no illegal collusion occurred, and that no laws were
broken by members of the Trump campaign, dismissing the Russian claim as a
“fairy tale” with no factual evidence ever produced. Stone also explains his desire
for public testimony before the House and Senate committees conducting
investigations rather than closed-door hearings at which statements can be
misconstrued when presented to the public. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 7/29/17, 6:05PM
Former Kentucky governor Steve Beshear recently served as a Senior Leadership
Fellow at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. Beshear is also the
author of the recent book People over Politics,  and discusses how his home state
of Kentucky got past partisan politics to made democracy work and how other
states can do the same. Beshear also considers the private and public sector
cooperation necessary to make the Affordable Care Act viable. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 7/22/17, 6:05PM
As the war in Afghanistan continues to grind on, many believe that the US is at a
stalemate after sixteen years of conflict. Karl Eikenberry, who served as
ambassador to Afghanistan from 2009 to 2011, looks at the prospects of a
resolution that both reduces American military involvement in the region and
lessens Afghanistan’s increasing dependence on the US for its own stability.  (55
min)



The Costa Report – 7/15/17, 6:05PM
Former Senate majority leader George Mitchell was the prime architect of the
1998 Good Friday Agreement for peace in Northern Ireland. Mitchell examines the
Trump administration’s efforts to encourage a negotiated peace between Israel
and the Palestinians. A proposed two-state solution may not succeed, and the
role of the United States in crafting an environment conducive to a negotiated
peace without dictating its terms is crucial. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 7/8/17, 6:05PM
Finding capital for a business startup can be more than challenging, especially for
women and minorities. Over 90 percent of all venture capital in 2016 was placed
in busineses organized by men, less than 10 percent in businesses founded by
women, and less than one percent in thouse founded by African-Americans.
Steve Case, co-founder of America Online, discusses ways to change those
statistics, and the role of the Startup America Partnership, a White House
initiative, in developing greater geographic and ownership diversity among US
entrepreneurs. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 7/1/17, 6:05PM
Lawrence Levy, a Silicon Valley lawyer and executive, was the former CFO of
Pixar and responsible for the transformation of Pixar from solely an animation
technology company to a leader in animation film entertainment. Levy discusses
leadership in business and public life and government, as well as the necessity of
continuous innovation for achieving success. Following Mr. Levy’s business
career, he cofounded the Juniper Foundation, dedicated to bringing the
successful aspects of Eastern-style lifestyle and leadership to Western
organizations. Levy lays out the case for unifying Easten philosophies with
Western goals. (55 min)


