
ISSUES AND PROGRAMS
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Quarter Ending March, 2016



WEZS provides programming in response to community issues in its news and
information programming, talk and discussion programming, and public service
programming and announcements.

The following listing documents programming offered during the quarter ending
March 31, 2016. This list is not all-inclusive, and the order in which the list is
presented is primarily chronological and does not represent a judgement by the
licensee as to the relative importance of those issues or programs.

Discussion Programming

WEZS Radio broadcasts a locally originated discussion and listener call-in
program “The Advocates” weekdays from 9AM to 10AM and Saturdays from 8AM
to 12N. A wide range of subjects of local, regional, and national significance are
discussed with frequent opportunities for dialog between listeners and guests.

WEZS frequently interviews community leaders in a 20 to 30 minute forum during
its daily news programming. Also, ”The Costa Report”  offers in-depth interviews
with national leaders, journalists and decision makers in a non-partisan
environment. A summary of programs broadcast during the quarter ending March
31, 2016 follows.

The Costa Report – 3/26/16, 6:05PM
Everyone sleeps – but how beneficial is a typical night’s rest? Tech entrepreneur
Philippe Kahn has turned his attention from software to sleep, and finds that the
“full-night’s sleep” is nowhere near as effective as we think it is. Americans are
notorious for mis-managing their sleep time, resulting in quantity over quality. Is
there a “Smart Bed” in our futures? Kahn‘s creative team at Fullpower
Technologies is working on ways to determine optimum sleep patterns for better
physical and mental health, including wearable technologies and the
SleepTracker app. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 3/19/16, 6:05PM
Weekly Standard co-founder Fred Barnes looks ahead to the Republican National
Convention amid calls from some candidates for an open convention. Donald
Trump was won approximately half of the needed votes to secure the nomination
at July’s convention, but Marco Rubio, Ted Cruz and John Kasich believe an open
convention may still be a possibility. Barnes also looks at Donald Trump’s
prospects of winning the Presidency, particularly in the light of some of his more
controversial positions on immigration and national security. (55 min)



The Costa Report – 3/12/16, 6:05PM
Arkansas has emerged as one of the main southern states to watch in the
upcoming presidential elections. Former Arkansas senator and attorney general
Mark Pryor explains why. Pryor condemns the nationalized nature of state and
local politics with national level campaigning and national fundraising over
shadowing states’ election processes. Pryor also revisited the passage of the
Affordable Care Act, and how its passage became one of the primary reasons for
the eventual loss of his Senate seat. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 3/5/16, 6:05PM
Washington Post columnist and author Dana Milbank looks at the trends of the
2016 election, attempting to understand the surging popularity of Donald Trump
and Bernie Sanders in their respective parties. Is the candidates’ simplification
(and perhaps over-simplification) of the dialog really resonating with voters?
Barnes explores the risks inherent in a political process in which the debate is
become increasingly coarse. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 2/27/16, 6:05PM
The 2016 campaign season appears to favor the outspoken, high-profile
“showboat” candidate over the more serious, thoughtful candidate. Former five-
term New Mexico US senator Jeff Bingaman looks at some of the reasons that
flash appears to be prevailing over substance. Bingaman also discusses some
possible options for the nation’s energy policy and the need for a cohesive plan
for disposal of nuclear waste materials. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 2/20/16, 6:05PM
American political writer Steve Kornacki offers his analysis of a presidential
campaign that is becoming increasingly likely to be a Trump-Clinton general
election as traditional political rules and expectations are becoming obsolete. As
traditional media underestimates the growing strength of the Trump phenomenon,
Kornacki considers whether the shift in the political process benefits Donald
Trump or Hillary Clinton. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 2/13/16, 6:05PM
Now more than ever before, parenthood is hard work. Canadian-America
journalist Ashleigh Banfield discusses her recent article on how a dose of tough
love and her own mother’s outlook on adversity at a time when mothers were
discouraged from taking a lead role helped to shape her life track toward success.
Banfield also shares some insights from her journalistic background hosting
CNN’s “Legal Views,” including topics ranging from jury malfeasance to capital
punishment. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 2/6/16, 6:05PM
US space exploration is at a crossroads, as more private enterprises continue the
commercialization of space flight. Former commander of the International Space
Station, astronaut Leroy Chiao, looks at some of the areas in which the United



States is losing its edge in the quest for the skies. Will China, Russia and/or
Japan overtake the US in the race for space?  (55 min)

The Costa Report – 1/30/16, 6:05PM
Foreign policy expert Richard Perle has served in the Reagan and Bush
administrations and has written extensively on US policy in the Middle East. Perle
outlines what he believes are successful strategies for combating terrorism,
dealing with the rise of the Islamic State, and achieving a lasting Middle East
peace. Perle explains the link between the US relationship with Russia and the
emergence of a more stable Middle East. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 1/23/16, 6:05PM
In addition to his role in consumer advocacy, Ralph Nader has made five
unsuccessful runs for the Presidency. Nader discusses his recent book “Return to
Sender – Unanswered Letters to the President” which offers a critique of more
than a decade of American policy decision and indecision. Nader envisions a
political campaign environment in which citizens’ letters to candidates would help
define the direction of the campaign. He opines that reviving the vanishing art of
letter writing could well contribute to a more vibrant democracy. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 1/16/16, 6:05PM
Lawyer, political commentator and author Ann Coulter tries to get a handle on
how a country founded on principles of religious freedom should respond to
declaration of a religious war, and how this affects immigration reform. 2016
presidential candidates are proposing a number of possible changes to
immigration policy in response to the increase in refugees seeking entry to the
US. Is it time to slow the pace of legal immigration until policymakers can sort
things out? (55 min)

The Costa Report – 1/2/16, 6:05PM
A rebroadcast of the program from January 25, 2015 with guest John Sculley,
former CEO of PepsiCo and Apple. See first quarter 2015 Issues & Programs
report for full program description. (55 min)


