
ISSUES AND PROGRAMS
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Quarter Ending September, 2015



WEZS provides programming in response to community issues in its news and
information programming, talk and discussion programming, and public service
programming and announcements.

The following listing documents programming offered during the quarter ending
September 30, 2015. This list is not all-inclusive, and the order in which the list is
presented is primarily chronological and does not represent a judgement by the
licensee as to the relative importance of those issues or programs.

Discussion Programming

WEZS Radio broadcasts a locally originated discussion and listener call-in
program “The Advocates” weekdays from 9AM to 10AM and Saturdays from 8AM
to 12N. A wide range of subjects of local, regional, and national significance are
discussed with frequent opportunities for dialog between listeners and guests.

WEZS frequently interviews community leaders in a 20 to 30 minute forum during
its daily news programming. “The Costa Report”  offers in-depth interviews with
national leaders, journalists and decision makers in a non-partisan environment. A
summary of programs broadcast during the quarter ending September, 2015
follows.

The Costa Report – 9/26/15, 6:05PM
Former Minnesota representative and co-founder of the conservative Tea Party
Caucus Michele Bachman discusses approaches to controlling the increase in
government spending, tax relief, and health care reform/Affordable Care Act
issues. Bachman also comments on the war on terror, U.S. involvement in the
Middle East, and effective strategies for cooperation with our allies. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 9/19/15, 6:05PM
Former commander-in-chief of the United States Central Command Anthony Zinni
discusses the evolving response to the crisis in Syria, the ongoing U.S. role in the
Middle East, and the outlook for the peace process including the Iran nuclear
deal.  (55 min)

The Costa Report – 9/12/15, 6:05PM
American Civil Liberties Union executive director Anthony Romero addresses the
common perception that his organization is a political tool of the left. Romero
discusses increasing government intelligence-gathering and surveillance
programs, including the 300+ page Patriot Act. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 9/5/15, 6:05PM
Newsman Jim Lehrer discusses the current state of American politics and the
character and tone of the first Republican presidential debate. Lehrer offered



insight into the selection and preparation of questions for the candidates and the
role of the debate moderator in framing the discussion. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 8/29/15, 6:05PM
Jared Heyman, founder and CEO of CrowdMed, discusses the concept of
“crowd–sourcing” solutions to rare diseases and other difficult medical problems
online. Heyman predicts higher medical success rates and lower costs by
leveraging a potential world-wide knowledge pool to improve the accuracy and
speed of diagnoses. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 8/22/15, 6:05PM
Attorney, jurist and author Alan Dershowitz looks at U.S. relations with Iran,
including sanctions, the decreasing likelihood of a military response, and the
proposed nuclear deal. Will acceptance of a nuclear pact with the intent of limiting
Iran’s nuclear program increase or decrease the chances of full-scale war in the
Middle East? (55 min)

The Costa Report – 8/15/15, 6:05PM
Former U.S. ambassador to Russia Michael McFaul looks at international
relations and the role of Russian leader Vladimir Putin in an era defined by ISIS
and international terrorism. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 8/8/15, 6:05PM
Jesse Jackson, Sr. discussed missed opportunities for progress in race relations
in America during the administration of the nation’s first black president, as well as
Amrican-American participation or lack of participation in the political process on
the 50th anniversary of the passage of the Voting Rights Act. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 8/1/15, 6:05PM
Popular television and radio host Tavis Smiley reflected on the declining
economic mobility of many African-Americans during the Obama era. Smiley
maintains that black Americans have in fact lost economic ground by almost every
yardstick, including employment rate, poverty level, educational opportunities, and
an overall black/white wealth gap. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 7/25/15, 6:05PM
Derek Cheung, author and former CEO of Rockwell Scientific, examined the
“darker side” of notable inventors and visionaries whose work changed the world.
Cheung maintains in his recent book “Conquering the Electron” that many of
these scientific and engineering icons, including David Sarnoff, Samuel F.B.
Morse, Gugielmo Marconi and Alexander Graham Bell were also “soundrels”
subscribing to the philosophy that the “end justifies the means.” (55 min)

The Costa Report – 7/18/15, 6:05PM
Former Clinton administration defense chief William Cohen takes issue with the
across-the-board budget reduction technique of sequestration, saying the



resulting defense cuts make the nation more vulnerable. Cohen also called for the
U.S. to become more discerning in the foreign conflicts to which it commits its
resources. (55 min)

The Costa Report – 7/11/15, 6:05PM
Former Rhode Island governor and senator Lincoln Chafee explains his reason
for leaving the Republican party, first as an independent and finally as a
Democratic candidate for president. Chafee discussed issues relevant to his bid
for the 2016 nomination, including foreign involvement in American policy, support
of the middle class, making environmental issues a greater priority, and protecting
individual liberties as set forth in the Constitution.
(55 min)

The Costa Report – 7/4/15, 6:05PM
Seventeen-term Ohio congresswoman Marcy Kaptur discusses some of the
troublesome points of the Trans Pacific Partnership trade agreement. Congress
has only 60 days to review and vote on the agreement, and has no authority to
provide input or amend it. Kaptur notes that only four of the agreement’s 29
chapters actually deal with trade – while the other chapters have broad and far-
reaching consequences in areas including taxation, environmental, and other
stipulations. (55 min)


