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Section I. Issues 

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter: 

A. Distance Learning:  Political Science Professor Dr. John Sutherlin says there are thousands of 
children in the Acadiana region who can't do remote learning because they don't have access to 
computers and/or access to an internet connection. Students were forced to learn at home 
because of COVID-19. 

B. Homelessness:  According to the Acadiana Regional Coalition on Homelessness, there are 
around 360 people in the eight-parish Acadiana area who are suffering from homelessness.  They 
say the numbers will skyrocket due to people being unemployed due to COVID-19. 

C. Scams: The Better Business Bureau of Acadiana estimates they have received a hundred scam 
related calls each week from the eight-parish Acadiana area.  Many of the scams are related to 
COVID-19. 

D. Covid-19 Deaths:  Dr. Tina Stefanski, Region 4 Director with the Louisiana Department of Health 
says that just over 3,000 people have died due to COVID-19 infection. She spoke about safety 
measures the public should take. 

E. Food Insecurity: The state of Louisiana has the most amount of older people who do not have 
enough to eat according to Matt Heckler with Feeding America. 

Section II. Responsive Programs 

“UpClose with Bernadette Lee” is a locally produced program that broadcasts each Sunday morning from 
8:00-9:00 a.m. on KPEL-FM, KROF-AM, KTDY-FM, KMDL-FM, KHXT-FM, KPEL-AM 

 

Date(s) 
Aired 

Duration 
(Minutes) 

Related Issue Description of Program & Issue Discussed 

04/04/20 42 Anxiety and Depression 
in Children during the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. 

We spoke to Jenee Broussard, Executive Director of 
Healing House, about the importance of helping your 
children deal with feelings of anxiety during the pandemic. 
She says as their lives have been turned upside down, 
they may feel stress and worry about their safety along 
with the future of their lives. 

04/11/20 42 Adults dealing with 
anxiety due to COVID-19. 

Bernadette Lee spoke to a psychological expert. The 
American Psychiatric Association says that four out of ten 
adults are afraid they are going to die because of COVID-
19. Licensed, professional counselor Hannah Comeaux 
spoke with Bernadette Lee about tips to help adults deal 
with their stress and to try to eliminate it. 

04/18/20 42 Understanding why 
Louisiana’s Insurance 
rates are so high.  

We spoke with Jeff Albright about how high the cost of 
insurance is for the state of Louisiana. Albright spoke 
about how difficult it is for a state that has so many people 
in poverty for the average person to afford even minimum 



coverage. He says the rate increases in insurance is 
putting people out of business in our state. 

05/02/20 42 Domestic Violence up 
during COVID-19 
pandemic 

The Council on Foreign Relations says data from across 
the globe indicates that there have been significant 
increases in rate of domestic violence during the 
pandemic. Bernadette Lee spoke with Ralph Peters, the 
Executive Director of the Family Violence Program, about 
how to spot abuse and what resources are available in 
this area. 

05/09/20 42 Homelessness in the 
community 

Bernadette Lee spoke with Ben Broussard with Catholic 
Charities of Acadiana about how they work with all 
denomination groups to assist with helping people find a 
place to go. Broussard says they are continuing to see 
numbers of people experiencing homelessness increase. 

05/16/20 42 Determining real news 
versus fake news during 
the COVID-19 Pandemic 

We spoke with newsman and producer Brandon Comeaux 
about the different fake news stories he has had to report 
on to help the public understand that they shouldn't fall for 
fake news and let it change their behaviors or emotions. 

05/23/20 42 Identifying scams brought 
on by the COVID-19 
Pandemic 

We Spoke with Chris Babin, the Executive Director of the 
Better Business Bureau of Acadiana about how they have 
seen an increase in the amount of people getting 
scammed out of their money and identities since the start 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. He spent time educating 
people on how best to protect themselves from identity 
theft, phishing scams, phone scams and texting scams. 

05/30/30 42 Hunger among the elderly 
in Louisiana and 
Acadiana 

We spoke with Matt Heckler with Feeding America about 
how their organization works with individuals, 
organizations and groups across the country to feed all 
those that are food insecure. He says for the elderly it can 
be particularly challenging since many of them don't have 
transportation and/or live in rural areas. 

06/06/20 42 Understanding what the 
COVID-19 Numbers 
mean from case count to 
death toll.  

We spoke with Jamie Angelle, Communications Director 
with Lafayette Consolidated Government about their 
efforts to educate everyone on why you now need to wear 
a mask, how practicing good hygiene can decrease the 
amount of cases and how social distancing help to stall 
the spread of the virus. 

06/13/20 42 How to find Housing 
During the COVID-19 
Pandemic 

Bernadette Lee spoke with Michelle Bergeron with The 
Refinery Mission in Opelousas. The facility is available to 
people experiencing homelessness to work to get back on 
their feet. Bergeron says there has been a dramatic 
increase in the number of people seeking their services 
since unemployment rates have risen due to COVID-19. 

06/20/20 42 Lack of Internet and 
Home Computers are 
hampering remote 
learning in some 
students.  

We spoke with Dr. John Sutherlin, political science 
professor about how all students will be facing difficult 
times if schools continue to instruct students via the digital 
classroom. He says there is major lack of technology for 
thousands of students in the eight different parishes of 
Acadiana. 

06/27/20 42 Identifying who is most at 
risk during COVID-19. 

We spoke with Dr. Tina Stefanski about how there have 
been a rise in cases for May and June for COVID-19 
infections. She spoke about safety precautions including 
wearing a mask, social distancing and staying home when 
you feel sick. 

 


