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The coronavirus pandemic continues to impact Murfreesboro/Rutherford County, TN. 
Vaccinations are available, but mostly, only senior citizens are getting them. CDC is concerned 
that the strains, especially SARS-CoV-2, will become another issue.  

1. ONE ON ONE WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS:  As Rutherford County works to move out 

of the pandemic, issues such as garbage and the rapidly filing landfill dominate local concerns. 
4/28/2021 County Mayor Bill Ketron interacted with the community about their worries and told 
of progress in recycling. On 4/30/2021 Rutherford County elected state senators and 
representatives answered questions from the public about issues before the General Assembly. 
Guns were a major topic as Tennessee moved toward not requiring gun permits. More guns and 
ammunition have been sold during the pandemic here that any other time when these figures 
were being recorded.  

2. ECONOMY AND PANDEMIC:  Unemployment continues to be a concern, especially with 
many small businesses have a shortage of potential employees. 4/16/2021 Mike Womack told 
about how Feed America First was helping locally. 4/23/2021 Lis Couser interacted with the 
public on helping the homeless through Journey Home.  5/28/2021 Lacey Wilkins from Stepping 
Stones tells how they help homeless single women with children.  

3. PUBLIC EDUCATION  AND PANDEMIC: COVID-19 continues to impact public schools as 
officials go back and forth on “distance learning” or “in class” teachings. 4/22/2021 Lisa Trail and 
Brook LaRoche talked about the City Schools Foundation and what it does. 6/11/2021 TSSAA’s 
Executive Director Matt Gillespie gives update on how high school sports are gaining strength 
after the pandemic.  

4. PUBLIC LIBRARY: 5/18/2021 Rutherford County Library System Director Rita Shacklett tells 
how they are planning on moving branches to neighborhoods and away from downtown. They 
hope to serve more residents. 

5. JUDICIAL SYSTEM:  Courts are slowly opening with in-person jury cases, on 4/2/2021 

DA General Jennings Jones noted that the pandemic has created a backload of dockets.  



Assistant DA J. Paul Newman said that on-line testimonies may become “the new norm” as it 
saves time and reduces expenses. 4/6/2021 Juvenile Court Judge Donna Scott Davenport 
shared how the pandemic was still impacting the juvenile courts. They have smaller courtrooms, 
but there are more lawyers and representatives for the youth required in their gatherings. This 
does not work with “social distancing”, and continues to back-up the number of cases being 
tried. 4/8/2021 Attorney John Day focuses on new court procedures during the pandemic and 
how some may become permanent. 6/14/2021 Bar Association’s Scott Kimberly tells about the 
upcoming “Expungement Clinic”.  

6.  LAW & ORDER:   Traffic crashes are up, and 4/7/2021 Lt. Clayton Williams shares 

statistics on how fewer cars on the roads make people feel comfortable to drive fast. When a 
crash occurs now, it is often more deadly.   

7. VETERAN BENEFITS:  The needs of veterans are increasing, especially those with side 
issues such as PTSD, drug and alcohol and its impact on mental illness. 4/29/21 panel from the 
Alvin C. York VA Medical Center shared local needs.  

8. HISTORY:  This is one of the main topics of interest, especially local history. Oaklands 
Mansion Ex. Dir. James Manning told of an in-depth study between Oaklands and MTSU that 
focuses on the “history of the slaves at the plantation” (4/5/2021).  

9. PARKS & RECREATION::  5/25/2021 Spring Fling, golf, baseball and softball are sports of 
choice this time of year and Murfreesboro Parks Director Nate Williams tells how they are filling 
those needs. He also updates the Greenway expansion and gives news about the mountain 
bike trails. 6/23/2021 St. Clair Center Director Mark Owens tells about programs for seniors.    

10. MTSU: 4/19/2021 Health Director Lisa Schrader told about MTSU’s vaccination program. 
Also, Dr. Trey Martindale shared about the university’s on-line college.   

11. HEALTH:. 4/13/2021 Dr. Stephen Allen Rich tells how obesity issues are back as spring 
arrives. He talks about “dos and don’ts” of the bariatric process. 5/10/2021 Dr. Craig McCabe 
tells how a combination of lens implants and lifting eyelids improves vision for seniors. 
Murfreesboro Mayor Shane McFarland (5/12/2021) told how economy was improving and that 
real estate and construction are in a major boom. 6/8/2021 Pulmonologist Dr. Frank Louthan 
tells about the newly expanded “lung cancer screening” as it relates to COVID-19.  

These topics were broadcast between 0810 and 0900 on the dates outlined above. The topics 
were developed through a process of checking local news stories, public input (phone calls, e-
mails, MTSU opinion polls, response to the station’s internet electronic news site and other 
methods of getting public response on issues of importance.  
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