
 

 

Ascertainment Report 
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Filed: June 7, 2022 (for SECOND QUARTER) 

1. FIRE AND SAFETY:  It is massively important for a vibrant community like Rutherford County to feel safe, which is what was 
discussed on April 7, 2022 with Murfreesboro Fire & Rescue Assistant Chief Brian Lowe. One of the ways the fire department 
continues to help residents is with their ongoing FREE smoke detector program. In fact, local firefighters even install FREE smoke 
detectors for the elderly and handicap (Program available through the Murfreesboro and Smyrna Fire Departments).  

2. PARKS and UNEMPLOYMENT ARE BACK TO NORMAL AFTER THE PANDEMIC: On May 31, 2022, Murfreesboro 
City Manager Craig Tindall told listeners the City was looking forward to a potential land swap with Middle TN Electric. This land-
trade between the city and the local utility provider, would allow Murfreesboro to build a new park on Veterans Parkway, which will 
serve much of the Blackman Community. Tindall also talked about the land being used for a new City School. The Murfreesboro 
Parks and Rec Department was on the air with WGNS to talk about the local park system gaining an even larger park attendance in 
recent months and over the past year. On May 24, 2022, Nate Williams told WGNS the use of the outdoor trails, golf courses and 
more have continued to see a robust crowd that started building during the pandemic, but continued to stay after the worse-of-the-
worst had passed. Murfreesboro Mayor Shane McFarland further highlighted the positive growth on June 8, 2022, by saying the city 
continues to see a low unemployment rate of less than 3%, which is a far cry from the 9%+ that was felt in July of 2020. WGNS has 
continued to update listeners on the aftermath of the Pandemic.  

3. The LOCAL COURT SYSTEM, LAW and ORDER (incl. police and sheriff’s office): On April 1, 2022, Rutherford County 
District Attorney Jennings Jones talked “ON AIR” about some of the cold cases that the Murfreesboro Police Department continue to 
work on solving. Jones also highlighted the current court cases being held in the Rutherford County Court System on May 6, 2022 
with the help of now retired Assistant District Attorney J. Paul Newman. On June 15, 2022, Rutherford Co. Sheriff’s Office Sgt. 
Michael Rodgers discussed the need to hire new patrol deputies and jailors. Two-weeks later (June 29, 2022), this was backed up by 
more good news for those seeking employment in the field of law enforcement. Rutherford County Mayor Bill Ketron told the WGNS 
audience about the recent approval of a 20% pay raise that was approved by the County Commission for the Sheriff’s Office. Ketron 
also highlighted the 15% pay raise that was approved for all workers within the county government.   

4. HISTORY: History is a subject that listeners relish, and Rutherford County Commissioner Pettus Read talked about this favorite 
subject on June 13, 2022. During the new WGNS RoundTable program on June 13th, Commissioner Read told listeners about the 
Rockvale and Christiana areas and went as far back as covered wagons in these areas. Read highlighted Tennessee farming and its 
growth in the 1800’s, specifically in Rutherford County, TN.  

5.HEALTH ISSUES:  Allergies are in full bloom throughout Middle Tennessee and more specifically, in Rutherford County 
(Murfreesboro, Smyrna, LaVergne and Eagleville). Dr. Craig McCabe (May 9, 2022) updated listeners on the power of allergies and 
how they can impact our day-to-day life. However, Dr. McCabe says there is treatment available and most of those treatment options 
are found at your local drug store, without a prescription. Speaking of health, it is also important to plan ahead, which is a positive for 
the mental health of loved ones, according to Lisa Toombs at the Murfreesboro Funeral Home (May 20, 2022).  

6. EDUCATION:  Erica Lee of Motlow State Community College (Smyrna Campus), said that summer classes are expected to be a 
real success for those wanting to return to college. On April 4, 2022, Lee said their continues to be more and more adult students 
returning to campus, which will equal more qualified job candidates in our growing area.  On May 17, 2022, Katie Turner and Emily 
Garrett from the Rutherford County Library System told our audience about the Summer Reading Program for local school students. 
This year, children will conquer reading up to 40-books, with the help of the various library branches. The main branch library is the 
Linebaugh Library in Murfreesboro. On May 23, 2022, Rutherford County Schools Spokesperson James Evans said that continued 
growth equals 1,000 new school students annually.  

 

 



 

 

7. BUSINESS and RESIDENTIAL GROWTH: Murfreesboro, Smyrna, LaVergne and Eagleville continue to report positive 
growth numbers. Highlighting the growth, WGNS was joined “ON AIR” on April 8, 2022 by representatives with Woods Air 
Movement, a company based in the United Kingdom. Woods recently opened a U.S. Headquarters office in Murfreesboro and WGNS 
listeners toured the new plant and office building with vivid description by our local reporters. On June 7, 2022, growth was further 
mentioned by David Estes with Parks Realty Group. Estes covered the real estate growth throughout the area and told the audience 
about the rise in home prices, which means property values are increasing, further confirming how valuable new business truly is – 
without business growth, there would be no residential growth. The growth also folds into the Murfreesboro City Schools, according 
to City Schools Spokesperson Lisa Trail. On June 27, 2022, Trail said a new school is likely on Veterans Pkwy, which will be the 3rd 
on – or directly off of Veterans Pkwy. in Murfreesboro.  

8. CITY GOVERNMENT: On May 11, 2022, Murfreesboro City Councilman Shawn Wright spoke of changes to the historic 
downtown square, changes that include the addition of a new apartment/condominium on the corner of S. Church Street and NW 
Broad Street. He also updated residents on the construction of a new mixed-use structure that is being called “One East College,” that 
will soon be built on College Street (land has already been cleared to make-way for progress).     

9. SENIOR CITIZENS IN THE COMMUNITY: On June 10, 2022, 74-year-old Darlene Baker was interviewed by WGNS and 
talked about her accomplishment of earning a Black Belt in Taekwondo. Her words were motivating for our aging population, because 
she noted that goals and achievement have no age limit. On May 26, 2022, we covered the topic of hearing challenges with guest Dr. 
Patti Thigpen, a local audiologist. She said that aging should not equal a lack of hearing your grandchildren, there is help available and 
that help includes a wide variety of options!  

10. THE ENVIROMENT:  On May 19, 2022, Agriculture Extension Agent Mitchell Mote answered questions from listeners on how 
to maintain a great garden, a green yard and more. Mote also talked about the Farmers Market, that features only “LOCALLY 
GROWN PRODUCE (Meats, Vegetables and Fruit).” On May 25, 2022, Rutherford County Mayor Bill Ketron and Deputy to the 
Mayor Steve Sandlin further updated the radio audience on the lifespan of the Walter Hill landfill. They also offered solutions that will 
include recycling. On June 8, 2022, the city trash services were discussed as Murfreesboro Mayor Shane McFarland said our 
community has to aim for better methods on what to do with household waste. Good news soon followed with the confirmation of a 
new contract between Rutherford County and Pratt Recycling. The company, based 2-hours away just past Chattanooga, Tennessee in 
nearby Georgia, will be opening a new plant in the area of Singer Road between Murfreesboro and Smyrna, as confirmed ON AIR  
June 29, 2022! This is positive news as Rutherford County moves towards recycling efforts as opposed to simply dumping trash into a 
landfill.  

11. ELECTION CYCLE / POLITICAL FORUMS: Local elections are nearing as Election Day takes place on August 4, 2022. 
WGNS hosted a “LIVE” Political Forum on-air June 17, 2022 with candidates running for the Rutherford County School Board. The 
candidates included Caleb Tidwell, Jason Scales and Frances Rosales.  On June 30, 2022, we held a political forum that covered the 
seat for Rutherford County Mayor. Our guests were candidates Joe Carr, Randy Allen, and Royce Olen Johnson. Each candidate 
answered questions that were emailed, texted and phoned in by the Rutherford County community.  

12. OUR STATE at the LOCAL LEVEL: The 112th General Assembly have accomplished a lot in 2021 and 2022, which was the 
focus of conversation “ON AIR” May 27, 2022. State Representative Mike Sparks and Dr. Bryan Terry covered updates to our 
education system and changes that can be expected in the next fiscal year. The local elected officials that serve our area at the state 
level also highlighted the upcoming budget for the next fiscal year, a new football arena proposed for the Tennessee Titans NFL Team 
and how growth in Nashville is impacting roads in Rutherford County, TN. 
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