
 

 

Ascertainment Report 
Period: January – March, 2022 
Filed: April 7, 2022 

1.THE ARTS:  Local arts activities in the New Year with Center for the Arts Director Patience Long 
(1/4/22). 

2. ENDING THE PANDEMIC (getting back to normal): Murfreesboro just received national 
ranking of #1 Boomtown In USA. Supply of new and pre-owned homes is extremely low and has 
brought about a 35-40% increase in homes. The scarcity of building supplies is also creating new 
construction and renovation project, according to Realtor Davis Estes (1/3/22). 

3.EMERGENCY RESPONDERS (fire, police, paramedics): Murfreesboro Fire-Rescue Chief Mark 
Foulks interacts with the public about what it will take to maintain the City’s ISO #1 rating (1/5/22). 
Opioid cases are on the increase and RCSO Detective James McFerrin and Sgt. James Davis discuss 
ways to reduce drug/alcohol overdoses. (2/16/22). 

4.WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR COURTS: District Attorney General Jennings Jones and ADA J. 
Paul Newman analyze the court dockets and interact with the public on cold cases and laws. (1/7/22). 
Attorney Brandon Bass interacts with the public about “the life of a lawsuit” (1/13/22).  A chance for 
the public to talk with Attorney Laura Brandon about injury cases involving children. (2/10/22)  

5.HEALTH ISSUES:  A New Year and everyone wants to trim down, and coming off COVID’s 
pandemic, this could be a great year to do that. Dr. Stephen Rich, bariatrics surgeon, has a new plan 
that puts the “loss odds” in your favor (1/11/22).  Specialized healthcare for females with new 
directions of care being offered by StoneCrest Hospital and Diana Health. (1/14/22). Dr. Craig McCabe 
interacted with the public on eye surgery that allows cataract patients to see clearly “near and far” 
without the use of eye glasses. (2/7/22). The number one killer is still heart disease and strokes. 
Cardiologist Dr. Rama Suryadevara interacted with the public on heart issues.  (1/8/22). 

6.HISTORY (topic with largest following in county): Local author Randy O’Brien talks about the 
Stones River Battlefield and how it has been learned that a large number of Civil War soldiers were 
women, but dressed as men. (1/17/2022). Discussion of Rutherford County veterans from WW II. 
Glenn King directs the conversation (1/21/22).  

7.Tennessee’s 112th General Assembly is in session and state senators and representatives for 
Rutherford County interact with constituents on-the-radio and answer their questions along with                                                                                  
looking at issues such as redistricting, funding education and more (1/28/22 and 3/25/22) 

8.SENIOR CITIZENS: Attorney Sonya Wright interacts with the public about estate planning 
(1/27/2022).  



 

 

9.EDUCATION: Rutherford County School’s Assistant Supt. of HR Dr. Andrea Anthony talks about 
the teacher shortage, intensified more with the pandemic, and what is being done locally to resolve the 
problem (1/24/22).  

10.MTSU vs MURFREESBORO AIRPORT: Tax dollars completed construction of a new $4.5-
million terminal. At the request of the City and private pilots, a study into still not enough hangar or 
runway space due to MTSU now utilizing more than 80% of the facility. Airport Manager Chad 
Gerghke noted that “touch and goes” (landings and take-offs) by MTSU students put air traffic some 
days in excess of Nashville International. The City and MTSU are working to resolve this problem, 
because tax dollars paid for the renovation and the tax payers are being bumped away. (1/31/22). 

11.ARE ELECTRIC VEHICLES IN THE FUTURE: Middle Tennessee Electric’s Brandon 
Wagoner updates the local infrastructure of being ready for increases in the use of electric vehicles. 
(1/11/22).  

12.FLOODS:  Amanda Clelland with Flood Ready Tennessee interacts with the public on ways to 
prepare for floods. This new program is a coalition of elected officials and emergency managers. 
Between 2000 and 2020 there were 2,825 floods in Tennessee—that’s 1 flood every 3 days. (3/11/22).  

13.SPORTS: Murfreesboro Assistant City Manager Daren Gore updates the massive construction 
underway at the Siegel Soccer Park. 

14.AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY: The African American Heritage Society of Rutherford 
County President Mary Watkins and Oakland Mansion’s Executive Director James Manning update 
their project to identify and historically do GPR tracking of Section M at the Evergreen Cemetery. 
(3/31/22) 
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