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The coronavirus pandemic continues to impact Murfreesboro/Rutherford County, TN. The focus 

of our programming during this crisis continues to be how this disease is impacting all aspects 

of life (education, courts, libraries, law and order, politics, government, business and more). 

1. COVID-19:  The pandemic continues to be the most significant impact on lives around the 

world over the past several generations. Oct. 14, Nov. 11 and Dec. 9, 2020 Murfreesboro Mayor 

McFarland interacted with residents about COVID-19. Nov. 2 saw another spike in the disease 

and Dr. Dan Rudd interacted with the public about new studies about the coronavirus. Dec. 30 

County Mayor Ketron and Public Safety Dir. Clark tell of COVID vaccination schedule.  

2. Economy and COVID-19:   Many well-known businesses have either closed or reduced their 

hours dramatically. Restaurants, hotels, tourism, transportation and other travel related areas 

have been hit dramatically hard.  Oct. 8 restaurateur Peter Demos gave encouraging news to 

other small business owners.  

3. PUBLIC EDUCATION with COVID-19: COVID-19 continues to impact public schools as 

officials go back and forth on “distance learning” or “in class” teachings. On Oct. 2, and Dec. 28, 

2020 Murfreesboro City Schools Lisa Trail. With more teens not in class, an increase in street 

traffic and on Oct. 21 SRO Dustin Cox THP’s Arriale Tabson discuss teen safety and driving 

during COVID times. Teen traffic crashes continue to increase and Nov. 18 RCSO Sgt. Rodgers 

gives an update on this tragic statistic. Nov. 23 County School’s unique “all virtual” school.  

4. PUBLIC LIBRARY during a period with COVID-19: Rutherford County Library System 

Director Rita Shacklett continues to update our community on the services of the public library. 

Oct. 20 included news of curbside service with reduced hours.  



5. JUDICIAL SYSTEM:   Everything is impacted by COVID-19, especially the courts. On Oct. 

2 and Dec. 4 District Attorney General Jennings Jones told about challenges of having jury trials 

at this time. The DA returned on Nov. 6 to give an update on the courts and with the spike in 

COVID-19, it appears that jury cases will not occur until mid next year. On Oct. 5, 2020 Juvenile 

Court Judge Davenport interacted with the public on parenting and education issues that are 

finding their way into juvenile courts.  

6.  LAW & ORDER, Politics with COVID-19:   With the pandemic, people are doing less 

(at home and do not travel). Oct. 7, 2020 Murfreesboro Police Chief Michael Bowen talked 

about dramatic increases in traffic crashes. On Oct. 26 reports of domestic issues among adults 

and children are both down, but not because there are fewer instances—but less witnesses to 

report them (school teachers, not as many going to doctors, etc.). Nov. 20 attorney John Day 

focuses on COVID-19’s impact on the local court system.  

7. ELECTION:  This is a presidential election year and major interest is in the races. Oct. 1, 

2020, Rutherford County Election Administrator Alan Farley went over early voting procedures.  

Oct. 19 Political Professor Kent Syler told about the strange political climate of the COVID 

period.  

8. Medical Issues and COVID-19:  Oct. 12 eye doctor Craig McCabe, MD, interacted with 

listeners about one way COVID-19 is spread is through the eyes. Dec. 18 Threshhold 

Recovery’s Ben Hunt tells how addictions are on the increase.  

9. Parks & Recreation with COVID-19:  Oct. 27 members of Parks & Rec staff tell of what is 

“open” and what is “closed” to reduce the spread of the coronavirus.  

10. MTSU: Oct. 13 topics included women’s health issues (increases in heart disease), why 

women need to listen to their bodies and breast cancer awareness.  On Oct. 19 Dr. Barnes told 

of research showing how to reduce tension between science and religion. Ag Professor Dr. 

Mosley told of ways to reduce suicide of farmers during COVID-19.  

11. COVID-19 Created Red Cross Crisis: Nov. 13 Chapter Executive Tonya Glascow tells 

how donors are down, mostly due to fear of coronavirus, while the need for blood increases.  

These topics were broadcast between 0810 and 0900 on the dates outlined above. The topics 

were developed through a process of checking local news stories, public input (phone calls, e-

mails, MTSU opinion polls, response to the station’s internet electronic news site and other 

methods of getting public response on issues of importance.  
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