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The coronavirus pandemic continues to impact Murfreesboro/Rutherford County, TN. The ages 
impacts have done a complete 360.   

1. CARONAVIRUS:  Murfreesboro Fire Chief Mark Foulks interacts with public re: 4th of July 

fireworks. Dan Rudd, MD, gives a coronavirus update related to Rutherford County. He also 
answers questions from the public (7/6/21, 8/26/21, 9/30/21).   

2. MENTAL ISSUES, STRESS AND HELP:  Dr. Mike Courtney interacts with public about 
summer mental challenges, especially related to coronavirus (July 9, 2021). 

3. PUBLIC EDUCATION: COVID-19 continues to impact public schools. Juvenile Court Judge 
Davenport and SRO Sergeants Scott Culp and Tim Hayes tell about plans for the upcoming 
school year (8/3/2021).  Attorney John Day talks about school zone and school bus safety 
(8/12/21).  

4. HEALTH and WELLNESS: Krista Dugosh interacts with the public about the importance of 
training before jumping into your first marathon run. This is in preparation to the upcoming 
Middle Half Marathon (7/22/2021). Dr. Craig McCabe, MD, tells about eye surgery with lens 
implants for glaucoma patients. Cardiologists Drs. Hady Lichaa and Walid Saad interact with 
residents on staying heart healthy (8/10/21).  Focus on ovarian cancer with Jason Barnett, MD 
(9/14/21).  

5. JUDICIAL SYSTEM:   DA Jenings Jones gives a monthly update on the courts in 

Rutherford County (7/221, 9/3/21). Attorney John Day interacts with the public about increase in 
serious traffic accidents. Update on the new “Safe Baby Court” 9/7/21 with Judge Davenport. 

6.  POLICE ISSUES:   Summer driving brings increased “speed, crashes, and road rage”. 

MPD Chief Michael Bowen and Lt. Clayton Williams interact with the public on these issues 
(July 7, Aug. 4   2021).   Police K-9 dogs and drones are now used by agencies to search for 
suspects and missing persons. RCSO Deputy Richard Tidwell updates about this expansion 
(7/21/2021). 



7. LAWN & GARDEN ISSUES:  Agricultural Extension Agents Mitchell Mote, Anthony Tuggle 
and Rachel Painter take plant, insect and nuisance animal questions from the public (7/15/21, 
9/9/21).   

8. HISTORY:  The moving of the Tennessee Room to the County Archives and converting a 
section of the building to a library branch will make it easier for the public to research their family 
and local history (7/20/2021). 

9. PARKS & RECREATION:  5/25/2021 Spring Fling, golf, baseball and softball are sports of 
choice this time of year and Murfreesboro Parks Director Nate Williams tells how they are filling 
those needs. He also updates the Greenway expansion and gives news about the mountain 
bike trails. 6/23/2021 St. Clair Center Director Mark Owens talks about programs for seniors.    

10. MTSU: Grants for student mentoring and writing (7/19,2021). Dr. Cliff Welborn tells how 
“supply chair management” works and why there are major shortages during this on-going 
pandemic. Dr. Mark Abolin tells that TN has more caves than other states and Rutherford 
County has 129 caverns  (8/16/21).  Dr. Ken Currie highlights the growth in Mechatronics 
Engineering (9/20/21).  

11. LANDFILL and ODOR ISSUES: Murfreesboro Mayor Shane McFarland takes calls from 
listeners about the rapidly filling landfill and equally increase stench around town, at a great 
distance from Middle Point Landfill. (July 14, 2021)  

These topics were broadcast between 0810 and 0900 on the dates outlined above. The topics 
were developed through a process of checking local news stories, public input (phone calls, e-
mails, MTSU opinion polls, response to the station’s internet electronic news site and other 
methods of getting public response on issues of importance.  

12. BLOOD SHORTAGES:  During the pandemic there have been fewer blood donors. The 
critical shortage of all types of blood continues. Red Cross Executive Tara Stone explains 
(8/30/21). 
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