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1.  Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  Courts.  

Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.  Technology in the classroom.  Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.  Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.  Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.  Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  Public 

participation in the electoral process.  Local government.  Effective government.  Developing 
future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack.  Border 

security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.  Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.  Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.  Jobs and job creation.  Worker benefits.  Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.  Sports 

facilities.  Affordable housing.  Commercial development.  Attracting people downtown. 
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturdays at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  Ron 
Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
Your Eye on Health 
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm and 6:53pm.  Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all 
things healthy including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a 
healthy lifestyle. (See topics attached) 
 
Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52pm, 8:52pm and Saturdays at 4:52am, 9:52am and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town? 
Airs Thursdays and Fridays at 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturdays at 
8:23am, 10:23am, 12:23pm and 3:23pm.  One minute in length.   Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, achievements 
and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and administrators.  
 
Detroit Skills 
Airs Mondays at 9:52am, 2:52pm and 8:52pm.  WWJ’s Tom Jordan talks about different skills 
and jobs that are in the Metro Detroit area. 
 
Education Today 
Airs Monday-Friday at 9:23am, 12:22pm, 5:42pm, 9:52pm and 3:22am. Laura Bonnell provides 
educational tips to help children and parents improve reading, writing, math, and other skills.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am and 11:53am.  One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm and 6:53pm.  Each report runs one minute.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  
Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business climate, 
and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 

 
 



News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
1/2/19 
4:30pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Detroit Crime Drops 
The strategies used to deal with crime in Detroit are working.  That word this evening from 
Police Chief James Craig, as his department surpassed its goal to reduce overall crime by five-
percent ... it's down by eight-percent from the year before.  
 
1/17/19 
6:06am 
Lauren Barthold 
Warning about Human Trafficking 
A warning about human trafficking during the 2019 North American International Auto Show. 
Because of the international border and that Detroit is a hub for many industries, human 
trafficking is a real concern... especially during event times. This -- according to Detroit Police 
Chief James Craig and City Council President Brenda Jones. Craig says to combat this 
epidemic and to end this horrific crime, it's important that we continue to work together in 
partnership and bring awareness to its presence. 
 
1/24/19 
7:06am 
Vickie Thomas 
Detroit Crime Still a Worry 
Crime.  She says it's still the number ONE problem in the City of Detroit.  And Detroit City 
Council President Pro Tem Mary Sheffield says that's why she is sponsoring a community 
meeting tonight called "Let's Talk Crime."  Sheffield says it's not just violent crime that is the 
problem. 
 
1/28/19  
6:33pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Detroit Police Commander Arrested 
A respected Detroit police commander has been placed on restrictive duty and is facing 
possible charges over an alleged weekend drunk driving crash.  Detroit Police Chief James 
Craig says an internal investigation has already been launched into Commander Johnny 
Thomas, who ironically, works for the department's Internal Affairs.  Police say Johnny 
Thomas's blood alcohol content was more than twice the legal limit when he slammed his car 
into a vehicle at Mack Ave. and St. Antoine around 1:30 Saturday morning, causing a three car 
accident. 
 
2/4/19 
4:32pm 
Jon Hewett 
Cops Suspended 
A pair of Detroit police officers have been suspended following a controversial post on social 
media --Police Chief James Craig announcing the suspensions of Corporal Gary Steal and his 
partner, who remained unnamed. Last week, the 18-year veteran of the department made 
racially insensitive comments during a video posted to Snapchat 
 
 



2/15/19 
5:35pm 
Zach Clark 
Arrest Made in Deadly Hit and Run 
A Macomb County man arrested in the hit and run death of an Eastpointe man is facing three 
criminal charges.  24-year old William Davis of Roseville was arraigned in Warren District Court 
this morning on reckless driving causing death, failure to stop at the scene of an accident and 
lying to a peace officer charges.  Davis is accused of hitting and killing Randy Menendez who 
was crossing Groesbeck Road near Ten Mile on Super Bowl Sunday. 
 
2/28/19 
Various 
Jon Hewett 
Detroit Cop Fired 
A Detroit Police Officer has been fired after posting a racist Snapchat.  Chief James Craig says 
they conducted an internal investigation into the actions of Corporal Gary Steele -- an 18-year 
veteran -- and made the decision to let him go. He had been suspended without pay, along with 
a second officer in the car at the time. That officer is still under investigation.  Steele took video 
of a woman walk home in the snow after impounding her car. The video was tagged -- quote -- 
"what black girl magic looks like" and "celebrating Black History Month." 
 
3/25/19 
Various 
Beth Fisher 
Elder Abuse Task Force Formed 
You've heard stories about people losing thousands of dollars in scams targeting the elderly.  
Today, Attorney General Dana Nessel along with Supreme Court justices and state lawmakers 
announced the formation of the Michigan Elder Abuse Task Force.  Nessel says more than 73-
thousand older adults in the state are victims of physical, financial or emotional elder abuse.  
 
3/26/19  
8:10am 
Vickie Thomas 
Narcan for Highland Park Officers 
The Highland Park Police Department the latest to deploy Narcan to its officers to assist in the 
battle against opioids. The city's 40 patrol officers will be trained today to recognize the signs 
and symptoms of opioid overdose and to use nasally-administered Narcan. Police Chief Chester 
Logan says they're "striving to return Highland Park back to excellence by keeping officers 
trained and our citizens safe." 
 
3/26/19 
Various 
Sandra McNeill 
Detroit Cop Fired 
Detroit Police Chief James Craig has fired a police officer over her arrest on allegations of 
dealing drugs.  Police say the officer was new on the job and still on probation.  She was fired 
this afternoon.  The officer is at the Detroit Detention Center but has not yet been officially 
charged.  Another man was arrested alongside her on allegations of being a felon in possession 
of a firearm.  Just a couple of weeks ago, Craig fired two officers over a racially insensitive 
Snapchat post. 
 



3/26/19 
5:12pm 
Newsroom 
Scam Warning in Washtenaw County 
A scam warning from Washtenaw County.  The Sheriff's Department says someone NOT 
associated with the office has been calling people and telling them to send money, buy gift 
cards or give financial support to the caller.  The scammer has been telling those he calls that 
he's employed by the Washtenaw County Sheriff's Office.  He may even use a current worker's 
name or email.  The sheriff's office says it doesn't and will not ask for money to be given 
specifically to an individual employee.   
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
1/9/19 
2:34pm 
Greg Bowman 
State School Board Searching for Leader 
Michigan is searching for a new State School Superintendent. Newly elected State Board of 
Education President Cassandra Ulbrich says it's the board's top priority as we begin the New 
Year. Ulbrich says the Board also has concerns about a new law requiring schools to receive a 
report card with A-F letter grades. 
 
1/16/19 
7:40pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Read By Grade Three 
Hours after announcing a massive volunteer campaign to help students meet state reading 
requirements, Detroit Superintendent Dr. Nikolai Vitti took his message to the community. Dr. 
Vitti explained to a large group at Mackenzie Elementary-Middle School exactly what the new 
state law, "Read by Grade Three," is and what the district is doing to meet the mandate starting 
next year. 
 
1/18/19  
11:05pm 
Lauren Barthold 
District Blamed for Attempted Suicide 
A 31-page lawsuit has been filed against the Plymouth-Canton Community School District.  The 
family of a now 17-year-old girl says the district ignored complaints about bullying, stalking and 
sexual harassment by an ex-boyfriend caused her to attempt suicide. The district says -- quote -
- "such allegations are taken seriously, are investigated thoroughly and responded to with 
appropriate action. 
 
1/27/19 
12:14pm 
Ingrid Kelley 
ACLU Files Lawsuit Against School District 
The American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan has filed a federal complaint alleging that a 
southwestern school district maintains a racially hostile environment. The ACLU filed the 
discrimination complaint Monday with the U.S. Department of Education against Paw Paw 
Public Schools. An ACLU attorney says a public records request found that there were 
numerous instances of discrimination against racial, religious and ethnic groups at the district 
from 2015 through 2017. The District Superintendent denies the allegations and says the district 
has promptly and effectively addressed discrimination complaints. 
 



1/29/19 
1:35pm 
Ron Dewey 
Superintendents Make Decision to Close Schools 
Several schools have already made the decision about closing tomorrow. Detroit Public 
Schools, Oakland University and Michigan State University have all announced classes will be 
canceled.  Doctor Christine Johns -- Superintendent for Utica Community Schools -- says she 
gets feedback from parents and others about the need to close schools due to the weather 
 
2/2/19 
Various 
Zach Clark 
Making Up School Days 
For school districts, it's now catch-up time after students have had nearly a week off.  Marysville 
Superintendent Shawn Wightman talks about the decision to close school earlier this week and 
how to make up the days. 
 
2/3/19 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Abandoned Mines Store Electricity 
Michigan Technological University and a city in the Upper Peninsula are working together to 
determine if abandoned mines can be converted into storage for electrical energy.  The 
university and Negaunee are planning a pilot study of the Mather B Mine site. Researchers 
hope to see if underground pumped hydroelectric storage could be profitably used in 
communities throughout the Lake Superior area. 
 
2/11/19 
3:22pm 
Sandra McNeill 
New Detroit Schools Program 
The Detroit Public Schools Community District is ramping up a program to prepare more 
students to break into the workforce.  Superintendent Nickolai Vitti says they're expanding a 
partnership with Wayne County Community College to include 27 different careers. The 
students gain college credits while in high school, for free 
 
2/13/19 
7:23am 
Pat Vitale 
Student Count Day 
More than 100 school closings today.  The list includes big districts like Ann Arbor and Romeo. 
It's tricky because this is also student count day -- when the state determines funding.  State 
education officials tell WWJ that a school that is not in session may request approval of the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction ... to use the next day, when classes resume.  They must 
submit a waiver request -- and detail why school was closed today. 
 
3/2/19 
Various 
Christina McDaniel 
Highest Paid Teachers 
Walled Lake Teachers make more than any other educators in Michigan. The Michigan 
Department of Education says Walled Lake Schools pay their teachers just 10-thousand short of 
the top union pay scale for educators in 2017.  Superintendent, Kenneth Gut-man, told the 
Oakland Press he's proud of the teachers' dedication to students and families. Walled Lake is 
the county's second largest school district. 



 
3/3/19 
Various 
Greg Bowman 
County Delivering Breakfast to Students 
You may think of Oakland County as being an affluent community.  But there are still many kids 
who need help making sure they don't go to school hungry. That's the reason for a new 
partnership in Oakland County giving all students access to a healthy breakfast. Oakland 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Wanda Cook-Robinson is working with Oakland County and United 
Way for Southeast Michigan on the effort to provide universal Breakfast for students in the 
county. 
 
3/5/19 
10:32am 
Ron Dewey 
School Leaders Like New Budget Plan 
The governor expected to call for a half billion dollar increase for schools in today's state budget 
presentation.  Dearborn Superintendent Glen Maleyko tells WWJ it's a step in the right direction, 
but it's not the final solution.  Maleyko says there is also a need to recruit and retain quality 
teachers at a time fewer college grads are considering the profession. 
 
3/27/19 
1:30pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Teacher Shows Porn to Class 
Officials at Dearborn Schools are investigating how a substitute teacher accidentally played a 
porn video to his seventh grade class.  Spokesperson Dave Mustonen says the teacher was 
trying to show a Lewis and Clark video from the Internet at OL Smith Middle School when the 
porn played instead.  Mustonen says it's not clear why the school's software filtering allowed the 
video through. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
1/11/19 
7:07am 
Pat Vitale 
DTE Energy Replacing Meters 
DTE Energy says it will replace 75-HUNDRED high-tech electricity meters to ensure they're not 
transmitting information against the wishes of customers. The so-called smart meters have been 
installed across DTE's service territory. They allow the utility to collect electricity usage without 
sending someone to each home. But some customers with the new meter are willing to pay a 
fee to have someone read it. 
 
1/14/19 
6:08 
Dan Jenkins 
Utility Company Helping Customers 
Consumers Energy says it has contributed $10 million dollars to help customers in need to pay 
their energy bills.  The Jackson-based utility says the contribution is part of efforts to help 
Michigan residents stay safe and warm this winter. The funding is expected to help up to 7-
thousand households enter its CARE program or facilitate them receiving additional aid to pay 
energy bills. 
 
 



1/18/19  
12:36pm 
Terri Lee 
DTE To Pay for New Safety Campaign 
DTE Energy will spend 900-thousand dollars on a new campaign to keep people safe around 
downed power lines.   In an agreement reached with the Michigan Public Service Commission, 
DTE will develop a program with the National Energy Foundation to educate kindergarten 
through fifth grade students on electricity hazards.   The utility company will also work to 
eliminate power line hazards behind homes and businesses in Detroit. 
 
1/22/19 
Various 
Charlie Langton 
Raising Money For THAW 
The cold weather -- front and center at DTE Energy's fundraiser this morning to help benefit The 
Heat and Warmth Fund.  THAW CEO Saunteel Jenkins says DTE is working to raise $150-
thousand dollars during today's Waffles for Warmth fundraiser.  THAW works to keep families 
warm during the winter months -- when some struggle with heating bills. 
 
2/3/19 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Abandoned Mines Store Electricity 
Michigan Technological University and a city in the Upper Peninsula are working together to 
determine if abandoned mines can be converted into storage for electrical energy.  The 
university and Negaunee are planning a pilot study of the Mather B Mine site. Researchers 
hope to see if underground pumped hydroelectric storage could be profitably used in 
communities throughout the Lake Superior area. 
 
2/7/19 
3:13pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Investigation Into Gas Explosion 
An investigation has started into the explosion and fire at the Consumers Energy gas facility in 
northern Macomb County.  The Michigan Public Service Commission will try to find out the 
origin of the fire, how Consumers responded to the fire and whether there is evidence of a 
failure on the part of Consumers to properly maintain its equipment. 
 
2/8/19 
Various 
Newsroom 
WWJ Radiothon for THAW 
A radiothon for The Heat and Warmth Fund runs from 5am until 7pm with information presented 
each hour about the need to help families who cannot pay their electric bill.  The event raised 
1.5 million dollars in energy assistance for families.  DTE Energy was a sponsor.  
 
2/17/19 
7:52am 
Ron Dewey 
Kroger Trying to Phase Out Plastic Bags 
The Kroger supermarket chain putting the call out for food pantries and like-minded 
organizations and individuals with great ideas toward eliminating food waste and hunger by 
2025.  Kroger spokeswoman Rachel Hurst tells WWJ they're looking for creative solutions to 
long-standing problems.  For their part, Kroger says they are committing to phase out single-use 
plastic grocery bags by 2025, while producing renewable energy. 



 
3/9/19 
7:35am 
Lauren Barthold 
Power Outages and Credit 
A credit may be available if you've lost your power recently.  You have to have lost your power 
for 16 hours or more during "normal conditions." If so -- and you documented it well -- you could 
get 25-dollars back. Attorney General Dana Nessel urges people to contact their utility with the 
date and time of the outage, when it was reported and when it was restored for more 
information. 
 
3/10/19 
9:04pm 
Newsroom 
Storms Knock Out Power To Thousands 
Thousands are without power after heavy rain and high winds blew through southeast Michigan 
overnight.  DTE Energy is reporting scattered power outages at this hour. A spokesperson says 
the winds are weaker than originally predicted--so they don't expect the number to climb. As 
always, if you see a downed power line call your local utility or 911 to report it and NEVER 
approach it. 
 
3/25/19 
9:30am 
Ron Dewey 
Fuel Spilled into Drain 
Investigators in Macomb County are doing a little detective work to discover who spilled diesel 
fuel into a waterway.  Drain Commissioner Candice Miller says a sheen was discovered in the 
Red Run Drain near the Clinton River drain two weeks ago, then again last week.  Miller says 
there have been several mysterious spills a year since she took office and she wants it to stop. 
 
3/26/19 
Various 
Lauren Barthold 
New PFAS Standards 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer has directed the state's Department for Environmental Quality to 
develop drinking water standards for certain toxic industrial chemicals, rather than waiting for 
updated federal guidelines. Whitmer announced today that the rules will cover chemicals known 
as PFAS. The chemicals were long used in firefighting, waterproofing, carpeting and other 
products. They've been identified at sites around the state. 
 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
1/2/19 
4:07pm 
Deanna Lites 
Dry January 
Many people start off the New Year vowing "not" to drink any alcohol for the month. It's called 
Dry January.  People who may have over-indulged during the holidays say no to alcohol for the 
month of January.  If you only drink occasionally you might not notice much, but for those who 
drink often, you may reap some benefits. 
 



1/7/19 
4:10pm 
Deanna Lites 
A Warning About Norovirus 
Cases of the Norovirus are up in Michigan. The Michigan Department of Health is urging 
residents to take precautions so you don't get sick.  Some people call it the stomach flu, but it's 
not related to the flu virus.  It's a respiratory virus that can cause symptoms such as vomiting 
and diarrhea.  You can get norovirus from contaminated food or water, an infected person, or by 
touching contaminated surfaces. 
 
1/8/19 
6:12pm 
Deanna Lites  
Exercise and Dementia Research 
Another benefit of exercise -- it may protect your brain from dementia.  Researchers in Brazil 
say a hormone released when you exercise may protect the brain against Alzheimer's 
disease.The hormone Irisin is generated by muscle tissue.  There's less of it in people with 
Alzheimer's compared to healthy individuals. 
 
2/1/19 
7:04am 
Sandra McNeill 
Injuries from Winter Weather 
Henry Ford Hospital's Emergency room is continuing to see injuries from the cold weather.  
Doctors cared for one patient who came in early this morning with frostbite.  Yesterday, a man 
in his 60's was treated for frostbite, while a woman in her 40's had hypothermia.  Five people 
suffered "frost nip," which is the beginning stages of frostbite.  Henry Ford's West Bloomfield 
location has seen three patients with frostbite and two injured in slip-and-falls since last night. 
 
2/7/19 
2:22pm 
Deanna Lites 
Flu Widespread Across Michigan 
Yet another warning about the flu shot from the Oakland County Health Department.Two adults 
in Oakland County have died from complications of the flu.The individuals did not get a flu 
shot.Dr. Russell Faust is the medical director for the Oakland County Health Division.The 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that everyone six months of age and 
older get a flu shot.Oakland County Health Department reports more than 13-hundred 
confirmed cases of the flu since the season started last October.Flu activity is widespread 
across the state. 
 
2/13/19 
7:12AM 
Deanna Lites 
New Research on Side Effects of Antibiotics 
A common antibiotic with serious side effects is being prescribed when some patients leave the 
hospital .. according to a new study involving 48-Michigan hospitals.Fluoroquinolones like Cipro 
and Levaquin are powerful antibiotics used to treat conditions like urinary tract infections and 
pneumonia.The antibiotics are also known for having some serious side effects from "superbug" 
infections to torn tendons.While hospitals may be cutting back on their use, a University of 
Michigan study finds it's a different story when patients are discharged from the hospital. 
 



3/23/19 
5:04pm 
Newsroom 
Measles Outbreak 
The number of people with measles in Oakland County has risen to eight.  Oakland County 
Health Department clinics are extending hours in order to vaccinate more people. 
 
3/26/19 
6:13am 
Dan Jenkins 
Flu Hanging Around 
Spring is here -- but that doesn't mean the flu season is over. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention says it is still hanging around.  Dr. Kristin Englund -- an infectious disease 
specialist at Cleveland Clinic-- says the current strain of the flu is aggressive. Experts say the flu 
shot is your best bet at protecting yourself. 
 
3/26/19 
3:04pm 
Sandra McNeill 
FDA Hearing on Breast Implants 
A Brooklyn, Michigan, woman and former WWJ traffic reporter is speaking before an FDA 
hearing in Washington today on the dangers of breast implants.  Tracy Gary says she received 
implants in 1998.  It wasn't long before she began suffering from anxiety, depression, and 
memory loss. 
 
3/26/19 
4:03pm 
Jason Scott 
Measles Cases Rise 
The measles outbreak in Metro Detroit has now grown to 22.  21 of those cases are in Oakland 
County. One is in Wayne County. The ages of the patients range from 11 to 63 years old. 
Everyone is being urged to get vaccinated. 
 
 
LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
1/2/19 
5:06am 
Beth Fisher 
Last Day in Office for Longtime Congressman 
It's the last morning in office for long serving Michigan Congressman Sander Levin, who's son 
Andy Levin will take his seat in Congress.  Levin says the polarization in Washington needs to 
change. And he thinks there will be a new spirit and new energy with the new Congress, 
something he's hopeful about. He has concerns about President Donald Trump 
 
1/3/19 
9:52pm 
Jason Scott 
New Delta Plane May be Grounded. 
Delta's new Airbus may have to wait to get off the ground.  The ongoing federal government 
shutdown could delay the inaugural flights scheduled for January 31st. The routs are set, but 
the airline has yet to be certified by the FAA to fly the Airbus A220.  
 
 
 



1/17/19 
6:23a 
Dan Jenkins 
National Park Services Return 
Officials say basic services that were interrupted by the partial federal government shutdown 
are being restored at River Raisin National Battlefield Park in Monroe.  The National Park 
Service started using revenue from recreation fees to provide crews for plowing snowy parking 
lots, cleaning grounds, and removing trash. Officials say outdoor areas of the battlefield will 
remain accessible in coming days. But the visitor center is closed, like visitor centers at other 
parks around the nation. 
 
2/1/19 
7:10am 
Beth Fisher 
Former Lawmakers Weigh in on State Issues 
A group of former state legislative leaders has launched the Michigan Consensus Policy Project 
to look at issues like roads and health care. Former State Senator Bob Emerson is part of the 
group which says they looked at funding to fix the roads.  Five cents would be added to the gas 
tax every year after an initial seven cent increase in 2020.  He says they want to meet with 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer and legislative leaders. 
 
2/13/19 
7:23am 
Jon Hewett 
Governor Delivers State of State 
In her first State of the State address, Governor Gretchen Whitmer says Michigan is facing two 
"major crisis" -- and she asked Republican House and Senate leaders to "put partisanship 
aside" to get the job done. 
 
2/19/19 
12:32pm 
Jon Hewett 
Fixing Michigan Roads 
The cost of fixing Michigan's roads was the subject of a legislative hearing in Lansing TODAY -- 
as the newly appointed director of M-DOT appeared before lawmakers.  In his remarks before 
the House Transportation Committee this morning -- Paul Ajegba reiterated the need for 
increased funding for road repairs.  But he stays away from talking exact numbers -- which are 
expected to be outlined next month in Governor Gretchen Whitmer's executive budget coming 
next month. 
 
2/20/19 
8:12pm 
Jason Scott 
Republicans Lay Out Action Plan 
Michigan's House Republicans are again announcing their Action Plan for the new session. 
House Speaker Lee Chatfield says listed goals include improving access to mental health care 
and supporting victims of opioid addiction are also listed as priorities. 



3/5/19 
10:32am 
Ron Dewey 
School Leaders Like Governor’s New Budget Plan 
The governor expected to call for a half billion dollar increase for schools in today's state budget 
presentation.  Dearborn Superintendent Glen Maleyko tells WWJ it's a step in the right direction, 
but it's not the final solution.  Maleyko says there is also a need to recruit and retain quality 
teachers at a time fewer college grads are considering the profession. 
 
3/25/19 
Various 
Jason Scott 
Auto Insurance Reform Debate 
Efforts to repeal no-fault auto insurance ... are rolling-on in Lansing.  Republican state 
Representative Beau LaFave serves on the House Select Committee on Reducing Car 
Insurance Rates ... which has started mulling over an eight-bill package to repeal the current 
system: 
 
3/26/19 
1:30pm 
Jon Hewett 
Oakland County Executive Has Cancer 
Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson WON'T be seeking another term. Patterson 
says he is undergoing treatment for stage four pancreatic cancer.  The 80-year old Patterson 
has been county executive since 1992. 
 
3/26/19 
Various 
Lauren Barthold 
New PFAS Standards 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer has directed the state's Department for Environmental Quality to 
develop drinking water standards for certain toxic industrial chemicals, rather than waiting for 
updated federal guidelines. Whitmer announced today that the rules will cover chemicals known 
as PFAS. The chemicals were long used in firefighting, waterproofing, carpeting and other 
products. They've been identified at sites around the state. 
 
3/26/19 
Various 
Terri Lee 
Website Launched for Redistricting Information 
The Michigan Secretary of State is launching a new website with information about legislative 
and congressional districts.  Last November, voters in Michigan approved changes to the state's 
constitution that establishes a 13-member commission that has the authority over district 
boundaries for state house and senate as well as Congress. Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson 
says the new web page is a one-stop source for information... and later this year, will also 
provide a portal for citizens to apply to serve on the commission. 
 



HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
1/9/19 
3:09pm 
Rob Mason 
National Emergency Question 
President Trump made his first prime time address, casting the southern border as “in crisis” 
and blaming Democrats for failing to provide money for a border wall. Can the President legally 
call this a state of emergency? University of Michigan Professor Richard Primus says that 
question will likely have to be settled by courts.  
   
1/17/19 
8:18pm 
Jason Scott 
Government Shutdown 
As the partial government shutdown drags on, freshman Congresswoman Elissa Slotkin is 
cosponsoring a bill which would fund the U.S. Coast Guard. The budget for the Coast Guard 
falls under the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. She says it is the only branch of the 
armed services working without pay. 
   
1/23/19 
11:42pm 
Ron Dewey 
Gravel Road Concerns 
Oakland Township’s Emergency Manager strongly recommends staying off roads if at all 
possible, as most dirt roads are ice covered and extremely unsafe. The Road Commission for 
Oakland County says trucks cannot safely get on many of these roads due to conditions. They 
deployed 19 road graders with tire chains to scrape away the ice on dirt roads. 
  
1/20/19 
1:24pm 
Christina McDaniel 
Cold Weather 
Frost bite is a big risk in frigid temperatures. Emmitt McGowan, Deputy State Director of 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security says it is important to watch for the signs. He 
says drivers should carry a flash light, phone charger, jumper cable and shovel with them at all 
times during the winter. 
   
1/29/19 
1:27pm 
Christina McDaniel 
State of Emergency in Michigan 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer has issued a State of Emergency as brutally cold temperatures 
start to grip the entire state of Michigan. In many places, including Metro Detroit, people are 
unaccustomed to predicted wind chills as low as 50 degrees below zero. Residents who need 
assistance during the extreme cold are encouraged to call 2-1-1. 
   



1/31/19 
6:02am 
Dan Jenkins 
Fake University 
Details are emerging about a “fake” university set up by the feds here in metro Detroit to catch 
people committing education fraud. The University of Farmington does not exist. But according 
to the Detroit Free Press, eight people have been charged with enrolling more than 600 
immigrants in the non-existent institution. The sting was set up by the Department of Homeland 
Security in 2015. The federal indictment says the scheme was meant to help foreign citizens 
stay in the U-S illegally by helping them pose as students. 

2/7/19 
3:52pm 
Brian Larsen 
Consumers Investigation 
Michigan regulators have opened an investigation into the Consumers Energy gas compressor 
station fire in Macomb County that raised concerns about keeping natural gas flowing the 
millions of residents in bitterly cold weather. The Michigan Public Service Commission voted 
today to launch the review, with one commissioner saying there is a serious concern that gas 
utilities have strong safety programs following the explosion and fire. People were asked to 
temporarily lower thermostats as a way to conserve gas. The Commission’s investigation will be 
finalized in May. 
  
3/4/19 
1:45pm 
Jon Hewett 
Skywarn Spotters 
With the coming of spring, the risk of tornados grows here in Michigan. Oakland County is 
teaming up with the National Weather Service to recruit members of the public interested in 
becoming part of the Skywarn Spotter network. Justin Beck, the Director of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness for the city of Southfield will be hosting a public training session 
in the public library. 
  
3/24/19 
5:33am 
Beth Fisher 
Severe Weather Awareness Week 
It is Severe Weather Awareness Week in Michigan. Officials want you to know what to do in the 
event of severe weather, like a tornado. Tom Hardesty, the manager of Oakland County’s 
Homeland Security Division says if a tornado hits you should go to your basement or an interior 
room away from windows. If you are outside, he says you should get to shelter or a low lying 
area like a ditch or a ravine.  
  
3/27/19 
5:00am 
Beth Fisher 
Statewide Tornado Drill 
A statewide tornado drill will be held at 1:00pm today in Michigan. The Manager of Oakland 
County’s Homeland Security Division says it is an opportunity for everyone to test the tornado 
plans they have in place. Tornados hit Michigan’s Shiawassee and Genesee Counties a couple 
of weeks ago.  
 



LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
1/3/19 
8:03pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Workers Lawsuit to Move Forward 
A federal appeals court has ruled that thousands of unemployed Michigan residents wrongly 
accused of fraud have a right to sue the state workers overseeing their cases. Attorney Jennifer 
Lord says when the state completely automated the unemployment system, 40-thousand people 
were wrongly accused of defrauding the system. 
 
1/4/19 
2:52pm 
Brooke Allen 
Corrections Officers Wanted 
Michigan is looking to fill about 700 vacant corrections officer positions at its prisons. 
Department of Corrections Spokesman Chris Gautz says that the department has been losing 
about 50 officers a month over the last few years due to retirement. Gautz says it takes a 
special person to be a corrections officer.  The starting pay for an officer is 17-dollars and 67-
cents an hour. 
 
1/17/19 
6:23a 
Rob Mason 
Career Expo in IT and Automotive Fields 
If you’re looking for a new job or apprenticeship in automotive and information technology, the 
state of Michigan has a free opportunity for you. The Future Automotive Career Exposition is 
being held today from 10am to 7pm at Cobo Center. The event puts attendees in touch with 
leading employers and professionals and allows them to gain valuable advice to improve their 
future career search. 
 
2/7/19 
Various 
Sarah Wolicki 
Beaumont Has Jobs For GM Workers 
Beaumont Health has announced they will be giving G-M employees who have lost their jobs 
the opportunity for employment. Senior V-P and Chief Human Resources Officer at Beaumont 
Health, Aaron Gillingham, says Beaumont is a part of the Detroit area, just as the G-M 
employees are -- giving more reason to help out. Jobs available at Beaumont include non-
clinical areas such as in Finance, Human Resources, and Information Technology among 
others. 
 
2/7/19 
11:05am 
Ron Dewey 
The Future of Work and Education 
The future of work and education.  That was the focus of a discussion in Livonia this morning.  
Author and international business expert Heather McGowan discusses the topic of “Rethinking 
Workforce Development; the Future of Work and Education,” a topic that is vital for Southeast 
Michigan’s future.   
 



2/11/19 
3:22pm 
Sandra McNeill 
New Program to Get Students into Workforce 
The Detroit Public Schools Community District is ramping up a program to prepare more 
students to break into the workforce. Superintendent Nickolai Vitti says they're expanding a 
partnership with Wayne County Community College to include 27 different careers. The 
students gain college credits while in high school, for free.  The careers are in seven different 
fields including construction, the service industry, health care and media and the arts. 
 
2/26/19 
2:30pm 
Newsroom 
New Jobs Connected to Fiat Chrysler Development 
Fiat Chrysler has announced major new investments.  The company says it plans to roughly 
double its hourly workforce in Detroit as part of a 4.5-billion dollar investment that will add about 
65-hundred jobs in the city and surrounding suburbs to build all-new or next-generation SUVs.  
F-C-A will reopen a shuttered engine plant in the city and convert another in the same complex 
into a future assembly plant for the Jeep Grand Cherokee and a new, three-row, full-size Jeep 
SUV and plug-in hybrid models. 
 
3/7/19 
5:22pm 
Michael Cohen 
Michigan's Unemployment Rate at 4 Percent 
Michigan's unemployment rate was unchanged at 4.0 percent in January. Figures released 
today by the Michigan Department of Technology, Management & Budget show the January 
rate matched the U.S rate, which rose by one-tenth of a percentage point during the same 
period. Michigan's January 2019 jobless rate compared with a January 2018 rate of 4.5 percent. 
 
3/24/19 
Various 
Zach Clark 
Minimum Wage Going Up 
Michigan's minimum wage is on the rise.  Starting Friday, full time workers will have to be paid 
at least 9.45 per hour. It's going up from 9.25. Minors will be paid 85-percent of the minimum 
wage -- which is 8.03 per hour. Tipped workers will be paid 38-percent of the minimum -- which 
is 3.59 per hour.  The federal minimum wage is 7.25 per hour. 
 
3/26/19 
1:30pm 
Terri Lee 
Mall Project Moves Forward 
The state has approved incentives for a new project that will go up after the long vacant Summit 
Place Mall is demolished.  The Michigan Strategic Board approved 12.8 million dollars in tax 
money for the demolition of the mall, along Telegraph in Waterford Township, and the 
construction of a new business center.  State leaders say the project could lead to the creation 
of more than two-thousand jobs.  
 



RACE RELATIONS 
 
1/15/19 
8:10pm 
Zach Clark 
Roseville Incident Investigated 
Police are looking for a man accused of a hate crime in a restaurant. The suspect allegedly 
assaulted a person in the face while using a racial slur in the parking lot of a Roseville National 
Coney Island on Saturday. Police say the victim got out of his car after the suspect pounded on 
the windows, and that’s when the suspect punched the victim in the face and shouted the slur. 
  
1/18/19 
12:06pm 
Michael Cohen 
Martin Luther King Jr. Events 
Eastern Michigan University is making the Martin Luther King holiday a six day event with 
planned activities on campus throughout the weekend. The commemorative events began with 
a march. There is also a day of service. Dean of Students Ellen Gold says it is all an effort to 
raise awareness of the racial challenges faced by minority students. 
  
1/27/19 
12:14pm 
Ingrid Kelley 
ACLU Files Lawsuit Against School District 
The American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan has filed a federal complaint alleging that a 
southwestern school district maintains a racially hostile environment. The ACLU filed the 
discrimination complaint Monday with the U.S. Department of Education against Paw Paw 
Public Schools. An ACLU attorney says a public records request found that there were 
numerous instances of discrimination against racial, religious and ethnic groups at the district 
from 2015 through 2017. The District Superintendent denies the allegations and says the district 
has promptly and effectively addressed discrimination complaints. 
 
1/29/19 
7:01pm 
Stephanie Davis 
Detroit Police Racial Snapchat 
Detroit Police have launched an investigation into an officer’s snapchat post that officials call 
racially insensitive. The white, 18-year veteran allegedly taped a young woman after he had her 
vehicle towed because of expired tabs. The officer’s snapchat video is captioned with “This is 
what black girl magic looks like” and “celebrating black history month.” 
  
2/4/19 
5:50pm 
Jon Hewett 
Detroit Officers Suspended 
A pair of Detroit Police officers have been suspended following a controversial post on social 
media. Police Chief James Craig announced the suspensions of Corporal Gary Steel and his 
partner, who was not named. Last week, the 18-year veteran of the department made racially 
insensitive comments during a video posted to snapchat. 
  



2/26/19 
1:59pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Racial Slur Investigation 
A local civil rights group is calling on the Washtenaw County Prosecutor to pursue hate crime 
charges over a racial slur painted on a man’s home in Ypsilanti. Daoud Walid of the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations says the sheriff has identified a suspect who knew the victim. Walid 
says the incident made the victim feel unsafe in his own home. 
 
2/28/19 
Various 
Jon Hewett 
Detroit Cop Fired 
A Detroit Police Officer has been fired after posting a racist Snapchat.  Chief James Craig says 
they conducted an internal investigation into the actions of Corporal Gary Steele -- an 18-year 
veteran -- and made the decision to let him go. He had been suspended without pay, along with 
a second officer in the car at the time. That officer is still under investigation.  Steele took video 
of a woman walk home in the snow after impounding her car. The video was tagged -- quote -- 
"what black girl magic looks like" and "celebrating Black History Month." 
 
2/28/19 
6:01am 
Jim Matthews 
University Race and Bias 
The University of Michigan is hosting a discussion on race and bias. The event is called “911, 
what is your prejudice?” Panelists include Washtenaw County Sheriff Jerry Clayton, Barry 
Friedman, a professor of law at New York University and Jessica Gillooly, a doctoral candidate 
at U of M’s Ford School of Public Policy. The discussion is live streamed and takes place at the 
Annenberg Auditorium in Ann Arbor. 
 
3/25/19 
Various 
Sandra McNeill 
Sambo Awards Criticized 
Detroit's police chief is speaking out today, saying he's outraged by being given a "Sambo 
award," last week.  The Call Em Out coalition named Chief Craig and Water Department Chief 
Gary Brown for their annual Sambo awards.  Craig was singled out for the lower rate of Black 
police officers. 
 
3/26/19 
11:32am 
Vickie Thomas 
Fight for Freedom Fund Keynote 
A presidential candidate will be the keynote speaker at the Detroit NAACP Fight for Freedom 
Fund Dinner.   Democratic Senator Kamala Harris will be speaking on May 5th at Cobo Center.  
The theme for this year’s Fight For Freedom Fund Dinner is “Freedom Knows Only One 
Direction…Forward.” 
 



REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
1/8/19 
1:34pm 
Terri Lee 
Detroit Organization Looks to Create Thousands of Jobs 
A program looking at Michigan's economy for this year is underway at the Motor City Casino 
Hotel.  The head of the Detroit Economic Growth Corporation, Kevin Johnson, is talking about 
how the organization plans to create ten-thousand jobs and open 140 small businesses in the 
next two years. Jeff Mason from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation is discussing 
how to improve Michigan's image in hopes of attracting new businesses to the state. 
 
1/9/19 
6:22am 
Zach Clark 
New Development in Birmingham 
An iconic Metro Detroit hamburger stand could soon meet the wrecking ball.  Proposed 
redevelopment along Woodward in Birmingham would been the end of Hunter House 
Hamburgers, a restaurant that's stood since the 1950s. The Birmingham Planning Board will 
meet tonight to discuss the project that calls for a five story building on the burger site that 
would include parking, commercial space, a hotel and residential units. 
 
2/6/19 
Various 
Terri Lee 
Apple Orchard May Be Turned into Homes 
Developers hoping to turn an Oakland County apple orchard into a new subdivision will lay out 
their plans to the Planning Commission in Lyon Township this evening.   The proposal for the 
Cider Mill Village along Silver Lake Road and Pontiac Trail, which is currently the Erwin 
Orchards, calls for a total of 579 homes to be built.  The development plans also include 
commercial buildings and a recreation center.  No vote is expected tonight. 
 
2/10/19 
7:23am 
Ron Dewey 
Preserving Farmlands for Future Development 
A million dollars from the U-S Agriculture Department helping the Ann Arbor Greenbelt project 
recruit property owners to make their land part of a enrolling their land in a conservation 
easement. The idea, under the Saving Michigan Farms Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program  is to preserve farmlands from future development sprawl for the sake of local heritage, 
as well as water and soil quality. 
 
2/26/19 
2:30pm 
Newsroom 
New Jobs Connected to Fiat Chrysler Development 
Fiat Chrysler has announced major new investments.  The company says it plans to roughly 
double its hourly workforce in Detroit as part of a 4.5-billion dollar investment that will add about 
65-hundred jobs in the city and surrounding suburbs to build all-new or next-generation SUVs.  
F-C-A will reopen a shuttered engine plant in the city and convert another in the same complex 
into a future assembly plant for the Jeep Grand Cherokee and a new, three-row, full-size Jeep 
SUV and plug-in hybrid models. 
 



3/6/19 
Various 
Vickie Thomas 
New retail coming to Detroit. 
H & M is opening a 25-thousand square foot store in downtown Detroit. The store is expected to 
open this fall on the west side of Woodward Ave. between John R and Park Ave.  Bedrock says 
the store will be the first in decades to offer a full range of apparel in one location. 
 
3/25/19 
12:05pm 
Jon Hewett 
Push to Restore Historic Stadium 
A final fundraising push this week to restore the former home of the Detroit Stars of Negro 
League Baseball.  40-thousand dollars has already been raised for the renovation of 
Hamtramck Stadium, but organizers are hoping to reach 50-thousand so they can get matching 
state funds of the same amount. They have one week to do it. Gary Gillette is President of the 
"Friends of Historic Hamtramck Stadium" -- and says there have been many other historic 
sports events on the site... 
 
3/26/19 
9:30a 
Ron Dewey 
New Development in SW Detroit 
New development planned for near the Michigan Central Train Station in southwest Detroit. City 
leaders have selected Woodborn Partners to build a $16-million dollar project along Bagley near 
16th Street. There will be 60 new apartments and store space. The developers are also involved 
in several other projects in Detroit including in Brush Park, Lafayette Park and the development 
of the former Frederick Douglass public housing site. 
 
3/26/19 
1:30pm 
Terri Lee 
Mall Project Moves Forward 
The state has approved incentives for a new project that will go up after the long vacant Summit 
Place Mall is demolished.  The Michigan Strategic Board approved 12.8 million dollars in tax 
money for the demolition of the mall, along Telegraph in Waterford Township, and the 
construction of a new business center.  State leaders say the project could lead to the creation 
of more than two-thousand jobs.  
 
3/26/19 
Various 
Terri Lee 
Plant Property To Be Re-Developed  
Look for more building on the site of the old Ford Wixom plant in Oakland County.  The state 
has approved incentives for a 150-million dollar development that will involve the construction of 
seven buildings on the site near I-96 and Wixom Road.  The Detroit-Wixom project will include 
both industrial and commercial space.  About 850 jobs are expected to be created.  The Ford-
Wixom plant closed in 2007.  There are already several stores that have opened on the site. 
 



TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
1/3/19 
9:52pm 
Jason Scott 
New Delta Plane May be Grounded. 
Delta's new Airbus may have to wait to get off the ground.  The ongoing federal government 
shutdown could delay the inaugural flights scheduled for January 31st. The routs are set, but 
the airline has yet to be certified by the FAA to fly the Airbus A220.  
 
1/5/19 
7:30am 
Michael Cohen 
Freeway Reopening 
You heard it first here on WWJ this morning. The Michigan Department of Transportation 
announcing the westbound lanes of 696 will be reopened later today -- ahead of schedule.  
Cross says the recent good weather allowed the paint striping on the road to be completed, and 
crews will be spending the day removing signs and barricades from the freeway. 
 
1/18/19 
10:05pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Don't Crowd the Plow 
It's a timely reminder from the Road Commission for Oakland County as a Winter Storm bears 
down:  Don't crowd the plow.  A salt truck was struck during a winter storm earlier this week, 
one of over 100 accidents handled by Michigan State Police.  Commission spokesman Craig 
Bryson says crowding is an ongoing problem. 
 
2/13/19 
4:34pm 
Jon Hewett 
Vehicle Related Deaths Staying the Same 
The United States appears to be falling short when it comes to preventing vehicle-related 
deaths.  An annual report by the National Safety Council finds that for the third year in a row, 
40-thousand people were killed on the nation's roadways.... with another 4.5 million seriously 
injured. 
 
2/16/19 
Various 
Ron Dewey 
Major Road Work to Begin 
Starting next month in metro Detroit, the orange road-construction barrels are going to be 
coming out again. Big time.  Especially on I-75 in Oakland County.  Eight miles of the freeway 
will be reconstructed.  The Northbound lanes will be shifted to the southbound.  MDOT 
spokesman Rob Morosi also says PARTS OF I-94 in Wayne County will also be redone. 
 



2/19/19 
12:32pm 
Jon Hewett 
Fixing Michigan Roads 
The cost of fixing Michigan's roads was the subject of a legislative hearing in Lansing TODAY -- 
as the newly appointed director of M-DOT appeared before lawmakers.  In his remarks before 
the House Transportation Committee this morning -- Paul Ajegba reiterated the need for 
increased funding for road repairs.  But he stay away from talking exact numbers -- which are 
expected to be outlined next month in Governor Gretchen Whitmer's executive budget coming 
next month. 
 
3/25/19 
6:12am 
Beth Fisher 
Shipping Season Opens in Michigan 
It's a party in Sault Ste. Marie for the opening of the Great Lakes shipping season. The 
executive director of the Sault Ste. Marie Visitors and Convention Bureau, Linda Hoath, was 
there to greet the first ship just after midnight this morning. Hoath expects a great shipping 
season. She says Coast Guard cutters have been breaking up the ice since she says the ice is 
still pretty thick on parts of Lake Superior. 
 
3/26/19 
11:04am 
Ron Dewey 
Road Work Planned for I-94 
The roadwork is going to seem endless this season along I-94 this construction season. Work 
will extend from Detroit’s east side all the way to I-275 including total closures, lane reductions 
and other work that will hamper weekend travel to downtown  Detroit and  to Metro Airport.  
MDOT’s Rob Morosi says people catching a flight or a ball game downtown need to consider 
alternate routes during times of weekend closures. 
 
3/26/19 
7:32pm 
Newsroom 
I-75 Road Work Moves Forward 
The big flip on I-75 in Oakland County is taking place this Thursday.  The Michigan Department 
of Transportation says drivers in the northbound lanes of I-75 will be switched over to the 
southbound lanes as part of the major re-build of I-75 from 13 Mile to Coolidge.  Two lanes of 
traffic will be open in each direction.  A temporary concrete barrier will be up to separate traffic. 
 
3-27-19 
12:32pm 
Newsroom 
Traffic Shift on I-75 
Big changes today for drivers on I-75 in Oakland County.  Traffic will be shifted from the 
northbound lanes of I-75 to the southbound lanes between 13 Mile and Coolidge Highway by 
the evening rush hour today. 
 



WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 
WWJ Radiothon for THAW- February 8th 
A radiothon for The Heat and Warmth Fund runs from 5am until 7pm with information presented 
each hour about the need to help families who cannot pay their electric bill.  The event raised 
1.5 million dollars in energy assistance for families.  DTE Energy was a sponsor.  
 
Leaders and Innovators-February 21st 
WWJ’s Murray Feldman moderates a discussion about tax reform.  Panelists include Brad Atkin 
from DoerenMayhew, IRS spokesman Luis Garcia, CPA James O’Rilley from DoerenMayhew 
and Maurice Rose, Managing Partner, Abraham & Rose and Adjunct Professor of Law, Wayne 
State University Law School 
 
Leaders and Innovators-March 28th 
WWJ Business Editor Murray Feldman moderates a discussion at Lawrence Tech about Auto 
Industry Disruptions - Where Do You Fit In? Our panel of experts included:  Joe Giacomin, 
Managing Director, Angott Search Group – Rochester, WWJ autobeat reporter Jeff Gilbert, 
Alana Nichol, President at Gerry Weinberg & Associates and Sheldon Stone, Partner, Amherst 
Partners 
 
 
WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
1/5/19   
Making Every Detroiter count. The city is campaigning for residents to answer next year's 
census so the city can be eligible for federal aid that accurately reflects the population.  
 
1/12/19 
The DSO hits the road. The Detroit Symphony Orchestra holding their annual neighborhood 
concert series this month at venues across metro Detroit...made possible through the William 
Davison Foundation. 
 
1/19/19 
The Frozen Fish Fiasco now in its tenth year. The hockey tournament at Detroit's Clark 
Park has grown into a weekend winter carnival of sorts, inspired by a mounted fish organizer 
Dominic Riggio.  Proceeds help maintain the only remaining outdoor hockey rink in the city, and 
also helps fund local literacy programs. 
 
1/26/19 
Nurturing neighborhoods. Tech Town Detroit offers a customized support program for small 
businesses in Detroit neighborhoods. The SWOT City program recently helped a husband and 
wife team to transform a neighborhood bar on the west side into Fusion Flare Kitchen and 
Cocktails the first-ever sit down restaurant to open in the Joy Community in at least 20 years. 
 
2/2/19 
Thousands of Macomb County schoolkids stayed warm this winter, thanks to the Community 
Coat Drive made possible by local industrialist Joseph McCluskey and the Utica Community 
School District. 
 
2/9/19 
There's still time to help. The WWJ Winter Survival Radiothon for THAW is in the books, but 
donations are being accepted to help metro Detroiters stay safe and warm. Detroiters like Victor 
Spidell, who faced $4-thousand dollars in past due energy bills that outpaced his fixed income. 



 
2/16/19 
Tax help for Detroiters. A free program offered by the city and the Accounting Aid Society to 
help city residents file their returns and get the tax refunds they have coming to them. Gabrielle 
Thomas of the AAS says they have volunteers stationed at 22 locations across Detroit leading 
up to April 15th 
 
2/23/19 
Zero Hunger-Zero Waste is the project by the Kroger supermarket chain to eliminate not only 
waste within the company by 2025 but also hunger in those communities served by Kroger. 
Rachel Hurst of Kroger outlined the details. 
 
3/2/19 
A place to call home...Courtney Smith is founder and director of the Phoenix Center, an 
emergency center that opened last year for Detroit's Homeless Youth. They recently opened a 
transition center to offer permanent housing. 
 
3/9/19 
More than a healthy outlet. Dr. Jasper Yung, an ER physician at Henry Ford West Bloomfield 
Hospital plays the violin as part of the Detroit Medical Orchestra, made of doctor’s nurses and 
techs. They marked the 10th anniversary of the hospital with a special concert Sunday 
afternoon 3 o-clock at the hospital atrium. Proceeds from the concert going toward hospital 
charity and community programs. 
 
3/16/19 
A fundraising competition to fight cancer...The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society holding their 
Man and Woman of the Year campaign, where director Stephanie Sawwicki says contestants 
raise the most donations over the 10-week contest towards cures for blood cancers.  
 
3/23/19 
Police in Highland Park adopting on-line crime reporting system for non-life threatening low-
priority calls. Deputy Police Chief James Tolbert says it will help officers stay on the beat. 
 
3/30/19 
The 3rd annual Motown Masquerade Ball is April 5th at the Detroit PAL corner ballpark in 
Corktown, for the Wayne Metro Community Action Agency. CEO Louis Piszker says the fund 
helps families in need out of tight spots who would otherwise fall through the cracks. 
 
 
Your Eye on Health 
 
1/1/19 
Resolutions. Eighty-percent of New Year's resolutions fail by February. But there are some 
simple ways to improve the odds that your resolution will stick. 
 
1/2/19 
Peanut allergies. New hope for those suffering from peanut allergies. 
 
1/3/19  
Weight loss. It's not just watching what you eat, but "when" you eat that matters. 
 
1/4/19 
Fitness. Things to consider before joining a gym. 
 
 



1/7/19  
Distracted driving. Are you a distracted driver? 
 
1/8/19  
The flu. The state health department says cases of the flu are on the rise. 
 
1/9/19  
Health insurance. Older adults are concerned about their health coverage. 
 
1/10/19  
Blood donation. January is National Blood Donor Month. A time to raise awareness on the 
importance of donating blood. 
 
1/11/19  
Food allergies. Is it a food allergy or food intolerance? Food allergies may not be as common as 
you think. 
 
1/14/19  
Norovirus. Cases of the norovirus are up in Michigan. 
 
1/15/19  
Alzheimer's. A possible breakthrough in dementia. 
 
1/16/19  
Marijuana. A study looks at driving and medical marijuana use. 
 
1/17/19  
Talking to your teen. A good place to have a discussion with your teen or tween. 
 
1/18/19  
Food time. Monitor when you eat to lose weight. 
 
1/21/19  
Cravings. A simple way to resist a craving. 
 
1/22/19 
Pancreatic cancer. A simple blood test may help detect pancreatic cancer early. 
 
1/23/19  
Marriage. A simple suggestion to keep your marriage intact. 
 
1/24/19  
Shingles. It may be difficult for some people to get protection from shingles. 
 
1/25/19  
Cold weather and your heart. It's cold outside, but that doesn't stop some people from 
exercising outdoors. You might want to think twice if you have risk factors for heart disease. 
 
1/28/19  
A keloid is a type of raised scar on the skin. Could keloids be linked to breast cancer? 
 
1/29/19  
Scooters. Standing electric scooters are the mode of transportation for many, but they're also 
causing some riders to take a detour to the hospital. 
 



1/30/19  
Stress relief. Need some stress relief? Get a hug. 
 
1/31/19  
Winter skin. How to get relief from dry, itchy winter skin. 
 
2/1/19  
Blood donors. The winter weather is causing a blood shortage. 
 
2/4/19  
Mindful eating. Could being mindful help you lose weight? 
 
2/5/19  
Heart disease. It's the number one killer in men and women, but signs of a heart attack can 
differ between the sexes. 
 
2/6/19  
Concussions. A possible treatment for young athletes with concussions. 
 
2/7/19  
Snow blower. Advice when using a snow blower. 
 
2/8/19 
Thaw Radiothon 
 
2/11/19  
Hugs. Getting a hug can help you relieve stress. 
 
2/12/19  
Heart meditation. The heart healthy benefits of meditation. 
 
2/13/19  
Antibiotics. A common antibiotic with serious side effects is being prescribed when some 
patients leave the hospital according to a new study involving 48-Michigan hospitals. 
 
2/14/19  
Processed foods. Eating junk food could kill you according to a new study. 
 
2/15/19  
Heart attacks. The importance of calling an ambulance if you think you're having a heart attack. 
 
2/18/19  
Statins. A study looks at the importance of taking cholesterol medicine if you need it. 
 
2/19/19  
Medical marijuana. A national poll surveys parents about medical marijuana. 
 
2/20/19  
Yoga. A new type of yoga that mixes yoga postures with high intensity interval training. 
 
2/21/19  
Heart attack. Why it may be a good idea to have chewable baby aspirin on hand in the event of 
a heart attack. 
 
 



2/22/19  
Cancer treatment. A local hospital is using a minimally invasive treatment to help some patients 
whose cancer has spread to the lining of the abdominal cavity. 
 
2/25/19  
ADHD. Could a spice help treat ADHD? 
 
2/26/19  
Diet. The link between what you eat and your mental health. 
 
2/27/19  
Heart disease. Childhood obesity is putting young people at risk for early heart disease. 
 
2/28/19  
Weight loss. A food diary is a simple way to help you lose weight. 
 
3/1/19 
Night driving. Why you might not see as well driving at night. 
 
3/4/19  
Family doctor. Why having a family doctor can be good for your health. 
 
3/5/19  
Loneliness. A survey looks at loneliness among seniors across the country. 
 
3/6/19  
Stroke awareness. The warning signs of a stroke. 
 
3/7/19  
Daylight Saving Time. How your health can be affected the Monday after you spring forward. 
 
3/8/19  
Blood pressure. The link between napping and low blood pressure. 
 
3/11/19  
Pistachios. The health benefits of pistachios. 
 
3/12/19  
Cosmetic surgery. A new report reveals the most common procedures done last year? 
 
3/13/19  
Empathy. The power of empathy. 
 
3/14/19  
The flu. Another strain of the flu is circulating. 
 
3/15/19  
Colon cancer. It's Colon Cancer Awareness Month. 
 
3/18/19  
Snooze. Is it a good idea to hit the snooze button? 
 
3/19/19  
Your voice. A study looks for damage to children's voices. 
 



3/20/19  
Laughter. The health benefits of laughter. 
 
3/21/19  
Concussions. New research looks at the best football helmets for youth football players. 
 
3/22/19  
Allergies. Preparing for spring allergies. 
 
3/25/19  
Post-partum depression. A new FDA approved drug for post-partum depression. 
 
3/26/19  
Aging eyes. How aging can affect your vision. 
 
3/27/19  
Medication. A report looks at keeping medication safe away from young children. 
 
3/28/19  
ADHD. A report in the New England Journal of Medicine looks at a possible side effect in 
adolescents and young adults being treated for attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder or ADHD. 
 
3/29/19  
Allergies. How to get ready for spring allergies. 
 

 
Made In Michigan 
 
1/2/19 
Drench Dressings  
Former Karen Akouri begins making salad dressings after having children and realizing the 
dressings on the shelves had too many artificial ingredients. 
 
1/9/19 
Tiki Boat tours 
Nick Blazack contracts a boat maker to make Tiki boats that he will rent out in the spring from 
Detroit and St. Clair Shores. 
 
1/16/19 
Mess Bucket Comics 
Local man uses his personal stories like a bad break up with his girlfriend to write humorous 
comic books. 
 
1/23/19 
Mary from the Rouge 
Karen Lithgow gets together with a neighbor to make and sell a spicy Bloody Mary Mix based 
on a real woman from Detroit who used to run a speakeasy. 
 
1/30/19 
Detroit Friends Potato Chip 
Mike Wemberly fails his way to success, perfecting a potato chip recipe that he made from 
potatoes grown on an urban farm.   
 
 
 



2/6/19 
On Purpose Socks 
Local high school students start company making odds socks.  The idea is that you can mix and 
match all the pairs. 
 
2/13/19 
Cask and Kettle 
Local drink maker comes up with K-cup cocktails. There's an alcoholic Irish coffee and spiked 
dry cider you can make in your Keurig machine. 
 
2/20/19 
Germack Nuts 
95th anniversary of the year Frank Germack's grandfather started a nut company in Detroit in 
1924.  He focused on importing pistachios, dying them red to make them more attractive. 
 
3/6/19 
Dirty Girl Farms 
Heater Rosencrantz starts a business making body care products after having a baby and 
wanting something healthy for young skin. 
 
3/13/19 
Verellen Orchards 
Macomb County orchard will celebrate 100 years in business next year, growing apples, 
peaches, grapes, and more.  Open all year to sell homemade products. 
 
3/20/19 
Teffola 
Claire Smith makes a granola from teff.  It's an ancient grain from Ethiopia grown by her lawyer-
farmer father. 
 
3/27/19 
Fabriano's Candies 
14-year-old boy from Holland Michigan asks his dad to start an ice cream parlor in 1924.  They 
begin making chocolates.  Business moves to Lansing, where his daughter and grandson are 
still making candy. 
 
 

 


