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1.  Public Safety/Law Enforcement 
 Crime.  Police staffing and training.  Private security firms.  Initiatives against crime.  Courts.  

Prison facilities.   
 
2.  Education 
 Public schools and school reform.  Private education.  Colleges and University enrollment 

and development.  Technology in the classroom.  Job training.  Continuing education for 
adults.  School safety. 

 
3. Environment/Energy 
 Land Use.  Pollution.  Preserving open space and recreational areas.  Status of the Great 

Lakes.  Alternative Energy sources.  Energy efficiency.  Sustainability. 
  
4.  Health and Medicine 
 Personal health and fitness.  Child health.  Medical facilities.  Insurance, affordability and 

access issues.  Costs of prescription drugs.  Development and adoption of new life-saving 
techniques.  Victim support.  Alcohol and substance abuse. 

 
5.   Leadership/Politics/Elections 
 Political leadership.  Corporate leadership.  Corporate citizenship.  Energizing voters.  Public 

participation in the electoral process.  Local government.  Effective government.  Developing 
future leaders. 

 
6.   Homeland Security 
 Emergency preparedness.  Security measures.  Protection against terrorist attack.  Border 

security.  Foreign nationals.  Immigration.  Government funding. 
 
7.  Labor/Workforce 
 Union negotiations.  Corporate and labor relations.  Worker training.  Layoffs.  Worker 

preparation.  Jobs and job creation.  Worker benefits.  Retirees. 
 
8.  Race Relations 
 Racism.  Civil Rights.  Discrimination.  Equal access.  Racial profiling.  Neighborhood 

segregation.   
 
9.  Regional Revitalization  
 Taxes, infrastructure, support for business start-ups and company attraction.  Sports 

facilities.  Affordable housing.  Commercial development.  Attracting people downtown. 
Economic climate.   

 
10. Transportation/Logistics  
 Road construction.  Traffic.  Airport development.  Light rail.  Mass transit.  New 

technologies for cars. 
 
 
 
 



PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
WWJ NEWSRADIO 950 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES 
 

 
Staying in Touch 
Airs Saturdays at 6:23am, 9:43am, 11:23am, 12:53pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  Ron 
Dewey highlights special events going on in the Southeast Michigan region.   
 
Your Eye on Health 
Airs Monday-Friday at 1:22am, 3:40am, 1:53pm and 6:53pm.  Dr. Deanna Lites reports on all 
things healthy including the latest breakthroughs in research as well as advice on living a 
healthy lifestyle. (See topics attached) 
 
Made in Michigan 
Airs Wednesdays at 9:52am, 2:52pm, 8:52pm and Saturdays at 4:52am, 9:52am and 4:53pm. 
One minute in length.  Sandra McNeill profiles companies who make products people can buy 
while trying to emphasize the jobs and business success each company has.  (See topics 
attached) 
 
What’s Hot Around Town? 
Airs Thursdays and Fridays at 10:23am, 2:23pm, 4:53pm, 7:53pm, 10:43pm, Saturdays at 
8:23am, 10:23am, 12:23pm and 3:23pm.  One minute in length.   Roberta Jasina highlights a 
fun or unique event taking place in Southeast Michigan, with a special focus on Arts and 
Cultural Organizations.  
 
Making the Grade 
Airs Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:53am, 2:53pm, 8:53pm and Sunday at 9:52am, 1:52pm, 
4:52pm, 10:21pm.  One minute in length.  Greg Bowman highlights innovations, achievements 
and interesting stories from the classroom, featuring students, teachers and administrators.  
 
Detroit Skills 
Airs Mondays at 9:52am, 2:52pm and 8:52pm.  WWJ’s Tom Jordan talks about different skills 
and jobs that are in the Metro Detroit area. 
 
Education Today 
Airs Monday-Friday at 9:23am, 12:22pm, 5:42pm, 9:52pm and 3:22am. Laura Bonnell provides 
educational tips to help children and parents improve reading, writing, math, and other skills.  
 
Automotive Insight 
Airs Monday-Friday at 5:53am, 6:53am, 7:53am and 11:53am.  One minute in length.  John 
McElroy provides two unique insights daily into the business of making cars, and designing the 
cars of the future. 
 
Car Chronicles 
Airs Monday-Friday 12:53pm, 3:53pm, 5:53pm and 6:53pm.  Each report runs one minute.  Jeff 
Gilbert highlights people and lesser-known stories from the automotive business, as well as 
critiquing new products as they come out from the manufacturers.  
 
The Feldman Report 
Airs Monday-Friday 8:53am, 10:53am, 3:23pm, 6:23pm and 9:53pm. One minute in length.  
Murray Feldman provides insights for small business, discusses the general business climate, 
and highlights business leaders. He also provides advice for consumers. 



News Stories Addressing Community Issues 
 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY/LAW ENFORCEMENT ISSUES 
 
4/2/19 
9:30am 
Rush Hour Police Chases 
Police are still investigating, after two multi-mile police chases.   The chases started just after 
seven o'clock at M-59, Hall Road and Van Dyke.  Reports say the chases started as a result of 
a road rage incident, but police aren't confirming that.   One chase included a driver that had 
several near misses as it veered in and out of traffic and ran red lights at various intersections 
while heading south. That chase ended on Detroit's eastside near McNichols and Conner.   The 
second chase ended on westbound I-94 near 12 Mile.  At least one Macomb County Sheriff's 
Department cruiser was damaged during the chase.  It ended up in the backyard of a home 
near 12 Mile and I-94.  We are told no one was injured.   
 
4/3/19 
6:03pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Concern About Border Patrols 
Michigan Senator Gary Peters is introducing a bill to require the government to hire thousands 
of officers to secure the U-S border as local officials worry about the transfer of agents from 
Michigan to the South.  Peters says he fears the president's call to voluntarily reassign 2-
thousand officers to the southern border will have a negative effect on other entry points like 
those here in Michigan.  St. Clair County Sheriff Tim Donnellon says he's not sure how that 
would affect the county's ferries and Blue Water Bridge. 
 
4/23/19 
9:05am 
Tim Skubick 
Sheriff Running for Higher Office? 
It's widely assumed that Sheriff Mike Bouchard will run for Oakland County executive in 2020 
but some inside Intel suggests that may not happen.  Several candidates are considering a run, 
including mayors, former lawmakers etc.  Current Executive Brooks Patterson announced 
earlier he will not seek re-election as he battles cancer. 
 
4/23/19  
12:34pm 
Michael Cohen 
School Threat in Oakland County 
A student in South Lyon schools is under investigation over an alleged threat.  In a letter sent to 
parents, school officials says the threat was made during a conversation between students at 
the end of the school. The student allegedly said they were going to quote "Shoot up the school 
with a glock." There was no specific target.  The Oakland County Sheriff says the student does 
not have a weapon and the family is cooperating with the investigation. 
 



5/1/19 
Various 
Ingrid Kelley 
Police Search for Missing Man 
Michigan State Police are asking the community to be on the lookout this evening for Joseph 
Willim of Livonia. Police say Joseph left his home around 5 today.  He is believed to be wearing 
blue jeans over his pajama pants, a black jacket and black slip-on shoes.  Investigators say 
Willim left in a 2011 red Ford F-150 pickup truck which has a Michigan License Plate CNJ517.  
His family says he was recently diagnosed with Dementia but is not taking any medication for it 
at this time.  If you have any information on Willim contact police. 
 
5/10/19 
2:06pm 
Dayna Clark 
Arrest Made After Man Goes on Shooting Spree 
A double homicide this morning in mid-Michigan. Two women -- killed in two separate counties.  
The suspect is a 27-year-old man -- who lives in the Lansing area -- but is from Chicago, is in 
custody after a woman wouldn't let him in her home around 2:40 this morning.  Ingham County 
Sheriff Scott Wriggelsworth says she called police after receiving a text from him that read he 
was "ridding" demons of friends of his.  Police did a welfare check and found a 26-year-old 
female deceased in Holt and a 32-year-old white female dead in Williamston. 
 
5/13/19 
12:07pm 
Beth Fisher 
Plane Crash in Lake Michigan 
A search is underway in Lake Michigan for a plane that is missing.  The Benzie County Sheriff's 
Department says two people were on board the single-engine plane that was reported missing 
around eight o'clock last night west of Frankfort.  The Coast Guard has been using boats and 
helicopters to search the water.  The plane was headed for SE Michigan. 
 
5/15/19 
8:21pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Sheriff Wants Clarification on Pot  
As the Michigan State Police continue to investigate and crackdown on unlicensed medical 
cannabis... a local sheriff says the state legislature needs to step up around the upcoming 
recreational business.  Oakland County Sheriff Michael Bouchard says the current law is very 
ambiguous how his department can go after people for violating pot laws.  At the same time... 
he says other states are seeing cartels working around them to do illegal business. 
 
5/16/19  
3:42pm 
Greg Bowman 
Click It or Ticket   
State Police, Sheriff’s departments and local police will be will be cracking down on drivers who 
don't buckle up starting Monday -- as part of the annual seat belt enforcement campaign. It runs 
through June 2nd.  The Office of Highway Safety Planning is also launching a new seat belt 
safety campaign that includes T-V and radio ads, billboards, social media posts and banners. 
Officials say buckling up can reduce the risk of serious injury or death in a crash by 45-percent. 
 



6/26/19 
5:07am 
Dan Jenkins 
AG Targets Robocalls 
It seems like they're getting worse and worse -- and now the state attorney general is doing 
something about it.  Dana Nessel announcing that her office is joining the feds and 25 other 
states in cracking down on robocalls. The plan is to target operations around the country 
responsible for more than a billion robocalls nationwide.  As part of the effort, the Attorney 
General’s Office has already hosted 125 consumer education seminars focusing on robocalls 
and e-scams. 
 
6/26/19 
10:03am 
Charlie Langton 
Bust at the Blue Water Bridge. 
A strange discovery at the US-Canada border last month. Border agents randomly stopped a 
Canadian mail truck on its way over the Blue Water Bridge.  That's where agents found five jars 
of ancient Egyptian mummy linens. The agency worked with a Washington D-C archeological 
organization, which determined the items were likely more than 2-thousand years old. 
 
6/26/19 
3:12pm 
Newsroom 
State Police Join Search for Woman 
Michigan State Police are now involved in the search for a woman who has been missing for the 
past five days. 41-year old Alice Phillips went for a walk near Commerce and Union Lake Road 
in Commerce Township last Friday and hasn't been seen or heard from since. Phillips was 
wearing blue jeans and a grey sweatshirt. She has a tattoo of a rose with a top hat on one arm.   
Anyone with information should call 911. 
 
 
EDUCATION ISSUES 
 
4/11/19 
Various 
Stephanie Davis 
State of Detroit Schools 
A first for Detroit schools as the Superintendent gives a State of the Schools address.  Dr. 
Nikolai Vitti told members of the school board and the community that there are still challenges, 
but enrollment and attendance are up and absenteeism has dropped.  
 
4/18/19 
1:34pm 
Ron Dewey 
Improvements at Detroit Career Tech Center  
Detroit Public Schools unveiling the newly-renovated Briethaupt career tech center on the city's 
west side.  The three-year, 10-million dollar project updated the center with better equipped 
classrooms, equipment and additional teachers.  Superintendent Nicholai Vitti says the 
partnership provides students with more pathways to careers.  The renovations part of a 10-
year program with the city, industry and private foundations. 
 



4/23/19  
12:34pm 
Michael Cohen 
School Threat in Oakland County 
A student in South Lyon schools is under investigation over an alleged threat.  In a letter sent to 
parents, school officials says the threat was made during a conversation between students at 
the end of the school. The student allegedly said they were going to quote "Shoot up the school 
with a glock." There was no specific target.  The Oakland County Sheriff says the student does 
not have a weapon and the family is cooperating with the investigation. 
 
5/6/19 
1:05pm 
Dayna Clark 
School Focused on Classical Education. 
The Archdiocese of Detroit will transition one of its schools into a new school dedicated to the 
classical model of education, which, officials say, is rooted in the pursuit of truth in science, 
beauty in the arts, and goodness in the Catholic faith.  John Paul II Catholic School, in Lincoln 
Park, will open the 2019-2020 academic year as John Paul II Classical School.  Kevin Kijewski, 
superintendent of Catholic Schools in the Archdiocese, says they hope to use this model at 
other schools as well. 
 
5/7/19  
5:04pm 
Tim Skubick 
New State School Superintendent 
A west-side educator has been named Michigan's next superintendent of schools.  Dr. Michael 
Rice -- who currently serves as the Kalamazoo Schools Superintendent -- was named to the 
post earlier today by the state board of education.  Throughout the process, Rice had the 
support of not only organized labor unions but the teachers union, as well.  Rice replaces Brian 
Whiston who died of cancer last May. 
 
5/14/19 
5:14am 
Dan Jenkins 
Grosse Pointe School Board Considers Closings 
As it works through the process of determining which schools it might close, the Grosse Pointe 
School Board meets again tonight.  Declining enrollment leading to the ongoing discussions with 
the community. Superintendent Gary Niehaus says they want to reach at least 80 percent 
capacity at all schools and save $1 million dollars no matter which schools they decide to close. 
Board members are awaiting a final report from a committee before a decision will be made. 
 
5/15/19  
7:07am 
Stephanie Davis 
No Longer School Year at DPS 
A change of heart for the Detroit Public Schools Community District.  Superintendent Nicolai 
Vitti, announcing at last night's school board meeting that the district would NOT be adding 
FIVE more days to the school calendar.  It was an issue that prompted protests by hundreds of 
teachers ahead of the meeting. Detroit Teacher's Union officials say the 5 days would have 
been added WITHOUT compensation. But -- Dr. Vitti says they would have been paid for those 
days. The district and the union are currently in contract negotiations. 
 
 
 



5/16/19 
11:13am 
Dan Jenkins 
Farmington Schools Looking for New Leader 
Leaders with Farmington Public Schools have narrowed down their list of candidates for 
superintendent. It's down to the final two -- Robert Herrera, who's currently CEO of Benton 
Harbor Area Schools, and Redford Union School District Sarena Shivers. The two will go 
through a second round of interviews with the Board of Education on May 29th.  This comes as 
current Superintendent George Heitsch will be retiring in June. 
 
6/26/19 
7:23am 
Dan Jenkins 
Supreme Court Arguments Could Affect Public Schools 
The Michigan Supreme Court has agreed to take up a major lower court decision that allows 
Michigan tax dollars to flow to private schools.  A coalition of public school groups and the 
American Civil Liberties Union had urged the state's high court to reverse an October opinion by 
the appeals court. The court said private schools can receive public money to help them comply 
with health, safety and welfare rules. 
 
6/26/19  
3:06pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Controversy at Grosse Pointe Schools 
Grosse Pointe Public Schools -- under fire for two issues dealing with race.  There are currently 
three Board of Education members facing recall over the decision to close two schools that 
serve mostly black students.  Additionally, a video of two white student athletes beating each 
other and using racist language is going viral. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENT/ENERGY 
 
4/1/19 
2:13pm 
Terri Lee 
Pipeline Concerns 
A federal judge has ordered a government agency to take a closer look at pipeline company 
Enbridge's plans for dealing with a potential oil spill in the waterway connecting Lakes Huron 
and Michigan.  The agency previously approved the Canadian company's spill response plans 
for areas traversed by Line 5, which carries oil from Superior, Wisconsin to Sarnia, Ontario. A 
portion runs along the bottom of the Straits of Mackinac.  Environmentalists sued, claiming the 
plans left too many questions unanswered. 
 
4/5/19 
8:33pm 
Ingrid Kelley 
Concern over Contamination at Demolition Sites 
Representatives Brenda Lawrence and Rashida Tlaib sent a letter to the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality and Michigan State Housing Development Authority urging the 
agencies to address the possible public health concerns regarding potentially contaminated 
demolition sites in Detroit. The lawmakers say they are deeply concerned by the news of 
potentially contaminated soil being used to fill demolition sites as part of the Blight Elimination 
Program. They say they look forward to working closely with MDEQ and MSHDA to ensure that 
proper oversight is being conducted. 



4/10/19 
5:13am 
Jim Matthews 
UM To Get Renewable Energy from DTE Energy 
The University of Michigan is looking to reduce its output of greenhouse gases by getting 
renewable energy from DTE.  Officials say it's an agreement to buy renewable energy through 
DTE that would see about half of the purchased electricity for the Ann Arbor campus coming 
from Michigan-sourced renewable resources.  Combined with other reduction efforts, the 
renewable energy agreement will enable U of M to achieve its 2025 greenhouse gas reduction 
goal of reducing emissions 25 percent below 2006 levels.  
 
5/2/19 
7:13pm 
Zach Clark 
Electricity Costs Going Up 
People who use DTE for electricity will be paying more starting next week.  The Michigan Public 
Service Commission has approved a 273-million dollar rate increase for the utility that will cost 
homeowners about six-dollars more a month.  The new rates go into effect next Thursday.  The 
additional money will be used for electrical system upgrades and tree trimming.  At the same 
time, the Commission denied DTE's request to charge homeowners who have installed 
renewable energy projects with a "system access" fee. 
 
5/7/19 
5:13am 
Jim Matthews 
Burning Wood to Produce Energy 
A company that burns wood for energy has made a deal to produce power for Consumers 
Energy.  It's the Viking Energy company that's reached an eight-year contract with Consumers.  
Viking operates biomass plants in Alcona and Missaukee counties.  Viking says the contract 
was crucial to keeping operations alive, with the price of power dropping because of natural gas 
plants and wind energy.  Another energy company, Hillman Power, also burns wood products, 
west of Alpena, and they're still negotiating with Consumers.  Hillman says the power plant is 
the community's largest taxpayer. 
 
5/13/19 
7:34pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Industrial Site Added to EPA's Cleanup List 
A former down river industrial site is being added to an Environmental Protection Agency clean 
up priority list. The E-P-A says the old McLouth Steel site in Trenton is being listed as a 
Superfund site.  A superfund designation means contamination at the site poses severe human 
and environmental health risks according to the E-P-A. The listing serves as a way for the 
federal government to prioritize cleanup funding and enforcement action.  McLouth Steel is one 
of seven sites recently added by the E-P-A to the superfund list. 
 
5/15/19 
3:13pm 
Brooke Allen 
Lead Testing in Oakland County 
The environment and water quality are hot topics these days. Oakland County Water Resource 
Commissioner Jim Nash says his department must make tough decisions about infrastructure, 
the environment, and water quality-which includes testing for lead.  Nash says the state has 
now put a new lead and copper testing rule into effect in response to the Flint Water Crisis. 
 



5/28/19  
6:24am 
Dan Jenkins 
Assessing Environmental Hazards in Great Lakes. 
The U-S Coast Guard is looking for volunteers to help assess environmental and navigation 
hazards in the Straits of Mackinac.  The Ports and Waterways Safety Assessment workshop is 
scheduled for July in St. Ignace. It will bring together waterway users, stakeholders, and 
government agencies to identify safety risks and consider measures that can be taken to reduce 
them. 
 
6/11/19 
5:13pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Environmental Honor for Local Arena 
Detroit's newest stadium is receiving an environmental honor.  Little Caesars Arena has earned 
LEED Silver Certification.  They've done a number of things to help -- like install water efficient 
fixtures and use locally-sourced recycled materials during construction.  The Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design honors are given by the U-S Green Building Council in an 
effort to support the creation of energy efficient, environmentally friendly buildings. 
 
6-24-19 
Various 
Rob St. Mary 
New Program to Promote Recycling 
"Know it before you throw it."   That's the theme of a new two million dollar educational 
campaign the state of Michigan is launching to boost the state's low recycling rate. Officials say 
the goal is to let residents know that they should rinse and dry all plastics, glass and metal 
before recycling it. People also should NOT try to recycle plastic bags, which are prohibited by 
most municipalities.  Michigan's 15 Per Cent recycling rate is lowest in the Great Lakes region, 
despite the 10-cent bottle-return law. 
 
 
HEALTH/MEDICINE 
 
4/3/19 
6:06am 
Deanna Lites 
Older Adults and Pets 
Many older adults have pets.  And while they have many health benefits -- there are things to 
consider before getting a furry friend.  Almost 60-percent of adults ages 50 to 80 have a pet, 
according to a University of Michigan AARP National Poll on Healthy Aging.  The poll also finds 
that there are drawbacks to having a pet. Researchers say if you're thinking of getting a pet 
consider your lifestyle...maybe a gold fish or hamster would be a better fit than a dog. Or you 
can get your pet fix by volunteering at a shelter or offering to dog sit for a friend. 
 
4/10/19 
5:11am  
Deanna Lites 
Food allergies are on the rise.  
For young adults with food allergies -- it's a time to be especially vigilant. For example, carry 
epinephrine at all times.  Teenagers and young adults with food allergies are at increased risk 
for allergic reactions according to Dr. James Baker with the Mary H. Weiser Food Allergy Center 
at University of Michigan.  To learn more and meet with experts there will be a luncheon on April 
30 at Knollwood Country Club in West Bloomfield. 



5/6/19 
4:05pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Lawmaker Wants To Ban Vape Products Sales to Minors 
Addressing what he is calling a public health crisis of children vaping in Michigan, one 
Democratic state representative is calling for the immediate passage of a bill pending in Lansing 
that would ban all vaping product sales to minors.  State Representative Isaac Robinson of 
Detroit says the bill is ready for passage and he is urging the governor to sign on.  A similar 
attempt at a ban was vetoed by former Governor Rick Snyder because "alternative nicotine 
products" were excluded from the definition of tobacco products in Michigan. A similar measure 
has passed the state senate. 
 
5/6/19 
4:10pm 
Deanna Lites 
Thousands Enroll in All of Us Research Program 
The National Institutes of Health launched The All of Us Research program a year ago in an 
effort to speed up medical discoveries.  So how are they doing?  Researchers are trying to 
gather data from one million people living in the U-S in an effort to speed up medical 
breakthroughs and treatments.  One year into the program...around 230-thousand people have 
enrolled with 20-thousand from Michigan. Researchers say looking at things like lifestyle and 
environment from a large, diverse population will lead towards individualized or precision 
medicine. 
 
6/25/19 
9:13am 
Dan Jenkins 
Miracle Man Comes Back to Life 
A so-called "miracle man" who was thought to be electrocuted is alive, after being saved by the 
medical team at Beaumont Farmington Hills.  20-year-old Michael Pruitt was dead for 20 
minutes after being shocked by a live wire in Livonia while working at a jobsite. The homeowner 
performed CPR before medical teams arrived four minutes later. When brought to the Trauma 
Center at Beaumont, Pruitt had no vital signs, but teams continued work on him. But after 
several attempts with a defibrillator, he came back.  Doctors call his resuscitation "miraculous," 
saying he did not lose any brain function. 
 
6/25/19 
7:06am 
Deanna Lites 
World Vitiligo Day 
It's World Vitiligo Day. One local boy wants to bring awareness to this skin condition. 
Camden Pinter was diagnosed with vitiligo about three years ago.  Since then the 10 year old 
from South Lyon has been educating people about the skin disorder where pigment cells are 
destroyed resulting in white patches of skin in different locations on the body. 
 



6/25/19 
Various 
Rob Mason 
Poll Shows Americans Split on Health Care 
Supporters of the Affordable Care Act say polling shows Americans might be divided on many 
issues... but, not the Affordable Care Act.  A recent survey from Public Policy Polling finds 73-
percent of voters would not support a candidate who aims to overturn the health care 
law.  Michigan's Senior U-S Senator Debbie Stabenow says a federal court is ready to hear a 
lawsuit backed by 18 Republican Attorneys General and the Trump Administration to overturn 
the law. 
 
6/26/19 
9:03am 
Dan Jenkins 
Legionella Detected in Auto Plant 
There are concerns about Legionnaire's disease at the Ford Rouge plant. WWJ has obtained a 
letter sent to workers at the Dearborn Diversified Manufacturing Plant from the Ford Rouge 
Human Resources manager which says water in three locations at the plant had Legionella 
bacteria, but the bacteria count did not exceed internal Ford guidelines that require immediate 
shutdown of the equipment for disinfection.  
 
6/26/19 
Various 
Deanna Lites 
New Drug Approved by FDA 
Hope for pre-menopausal women with a low sex drive. There's a new FDA approved drug called 
Vyleesi.  The injectable drug targets certain neurotransmitters in the brain to increase sexual 
desire.  Dr. Renee Horowitz an obstetrician-gynecologist who specializes in sexual medicine 
with Beaumont Health says about 10-percent of adult women suffer with low sexual desire. 
 
6/26/19   
11:10am 
Ron Dewey 
Health Care Security Breaches 
Data breaches in the health care industry and how to prevent them, the topic of a regional 
conference in Sterling Heights sponsored by the consortium Oakland County Medical Main 
Street. Data theft by hackers cost hospitals, doctors offices and insurance carriers $5 billion 
dollars a year in losses.  Ryan Cram, manager of the Oakland County Business and 
Development office says identity theft is becoming a larger part of the conversation in the health 
field. 
 
6/26/19    
6:12pm 
Deanna Lites 
New Vitamin for Women 
It's a vitamin that women of child bearing age should be taking.  It's folic acid, which is a B 
vitamin.Experts say women of child bearing age should be taking the vitamin everyday.That's 
Dr. Kurt Wharton an obstetrician-gynecologist with Beaumont Health.The reason folic acid is so 
important is because it can help prevent some serious birth defects of the baby's brain and 
spine very early in pregnancy...before most women realize they're pregnant 
 
 
 
 



LEADERSHIP/POLITICS/ELECTIONS 
 
4/3/19 
6:03pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Concern About Border Patrols 
Michigan Senator Gary Peters is introducing a bill to require the government to hire thousands 
of officers to secure the U-S border as local officials worry about the transfer of agents from 
Michigan to the South.  Peters says he fears the president's call to voluntarily reassign 2-
thousand officers to the southern border will have a negative effect on other entry points like 
those here in Michigan.  St. Clair County Sheriff Tim Donnellon says he's not sure how that 
would affect the county's ferries and Blue Water Bridge. 
 
4/5/19 
8:33pm 
Ingrid Kelley 
Concern over Contamination at Demolition Sites 
Representatives Brenda Lawrence and Rashida Tlaib sent a letter to the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality and Michigan State Housing Development Authority urging the 
agencies to address the possible public health concerns regarding potentially contaminated 
demolition sites in Detroit. The lawmakers say they are deeply concerned by the news of 
potentially contaminated soil being used to fill demolition sites as part of the Blight Elimination 
Program. They say they look forward to working closely with MDEQ and MSHDA to ensure that 
proper oversight is being conducted. 
 
4/23/19 
9:05am 
Tim Skubick 
Sheriff Running for Higher Office? 
It's widely assumed that Sheriff Mike Bouchard will run for Oakland County executive in 2020 
but some inside Intel suggests that may not happen.  Several candidates are considering a run, 
including mayors, former lawmakers etc.  Current Executive Brooks Patterson announced 
earlier he will not seek re-election as he battles cancer. 
 
4/23/19  
12:34pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Waymo Moving In To Detroit 
Google's Waymo self-driving car arm is coming to Detroit.  Mayor Mike Duggan says Waymo 
will use an American Axle facility, near I-75, to equip Chrysler minivans and Jaguar electric cars 
with self-driving technology.  The new facility is expected to create four hundred new jobs. 
 
5/6/19 
4:05pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Lawmaker Wants To Ban Vape Products Sales to Minors 
Addressing what he is calling a public health crisis of children vaping in Michigan, one 
Democratic state representative is calling for the immediate passage of a bill pending in Lansing 
that would ban all vaping product sales to minors.  State Representative Isaac Robinson of 
Detroit says the bill is ready for passage and he is urging the governor to sign on.  A similar 
attempt at a ban was vetoed by former Governor Rick Snyder because "alternative nicotine 
products" were excluded from the definition of tobacco products in Michigan. A similar measure 
has passed the state senate. 
 



5/7/19  
5:04pm 
Tim Skubick 
New State School Superintendent 
A west-side educator has been named Michigan's next superintendent of schools.  Dr. Michael 
Rice -- who currently serves as the Kalamazoo Schools Superintendent -- was named to the 
post earlier today by the state board of education.  Throughout the process, Rice had the 
support of not only organized labor unions but the teachers union, as well.  Rice replaces Brian 
Whiston who died of cancer last May. 
 
5/30/19 
Various 
Rob St. Mary 
More Appointments at Secretary of State Offices 
Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson is working to follow through with her promise of a 
30-minute guarantee at branches across the state.  She says they're expanding the option for 
Michigan residents to schedule appointments to every branch office across the state. The 
Department currently offers appointments in 43 branches.  The appointment option will be 
expanded to the remaining 88 branches in phases beginning in mid-June. 
 
5/31/19 
1:33pm 
Roberta Jasina 
Chamber Supports Gas Tax 
The proposed gas tax was a hot topic at this week's Mackinac Policy Conference. The Detroit 
Regional Chamber says they support Whitmer's proposal to hike the gas tax by 45 cents to fix 
the roads. The Chamber's CEO, Sandy Baruah, spoke live with WWJ and said the tax increase 
would cost Michiganders on average three hundred dollars per year. 
 
6/14/19 
8:32am 
Dan Jenkins 
Toll Roads in Michigan? 
A state Representative from Brighton wants the Michigan Department of Transportation to 
consider toll roads as a way to pay for road repairs.  Republican Ann Bollin says she's heard a 
number of constituents ask about toll roads. Bollin says the amendment does NOT commit 
Michigan to the use of toll roads, but, rather, directs MDOT to investigate them as a potential 
source of funding. Federal law doesn't allow toll roads on interstate freeways like I-75 and I-94. 
35 states currently have toll roads. 
 
6/25/19 
10:34am 
Ron Dewey 
Oakland County Ban the Box  
Most job applications have a check box asking if you have been convicted of a crime. Often 
times that box keeps people who have done time and would be qualified from applying or 
getting a job.  The Oakland County Board of Commissioners has passed a resolution to "ban 
the box" for county jobs.  Oakland County's "ban the box" policy goes into effect August first. 
 



6/25/19 
2:05pm 
Tim Skubick 
Governor, Legislative Leaders Dual Over Vacation 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer is criticizing the Republican-led Legislature for taking a "vacation" 
without a budget deal -- something she says average people can't do.  She called a briefing with 
reporters today -- as lawmakers began a two-month stretch in which session days are 
"tentative" only. Whitmer and Republicans are at odds over her plan that includes a 45-cents-a-
gallon fuel tax increase to improve roads. 
 
6/25/19 
4:11pm 
Rob Mason 
Researchers, Business Leader Discuss Infrastructure Needs 
A group of university researchers, business and community leaders have met to discuss the 
infrastructure needs of the state of Michigan. Executive Director of the University Research 
Corridor, Britany Affolter-Caine, says it may not be easy but collaboration is the key to making 
things happen. 
 
6/25/19 
4:06pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Vandalism at GOP Headquarters 
Anti-government graffiti has been found painted a SECOND time on the Michigan Republican 
Party headquarters amid debate over a possible nationwide immigration sweep to deport people 
living the country illegally.  The party says it's an attack on Chairwoman Laura Cox, who served 
as an ICE agent. The latest graffiti included an expletive and her last name, and a symbol 
representing anarchy. Cox says "these criminals seek to bully those they disagree with, rather 
than engage in a civil discussion." 
 
6/25/19 
11:03pm 
Jason Scott 
U.S. House Approves Border Legislation 
Michigan U.S. Rep. Brenda Lawrence says she voted to pass critical border legislation to 
protect children and keep America Safe.  This measure is $4.5 billion emergency border 
supplemental appropriations bill to address the urgent humanitarian situation at our Southern 
border. The legislation provides significant funding for priorities to meet the needs of vulnerable 
children, including food and water. 
 
6/25/19 
Various 
Rob Mason 
Poll Shows Americans Split on Health Care 
Supporters of the Affordable Care Act say polling shows Americans might be divided on many 
issues... but, not the Affordable Care Act.  A recent survey from Public Policy Polling finds 73-
percent of voters would not support a candidate who aims to overturn the health care 
law.  Michigan's Senior U-S Senator Debbie Stabenow says a federal court is ready to hear a 
lawsuit backed by 18 Republican Attorneys General and the Trump Administration to overturn 
the law. 
  



6/26/19   
4:34pm 
Rob Mason 
Democratic Presidential Candidates Debate 
Ten of the Democratic candidates for President will get the first shot in the limelight tonight at 
9:00pm for the first Demovratic Presidential debate. Oakland University Political Science 
Professor Terri Towner says Joe Biden may be the frontrunner, but you can't rule out anyone 
yet.  The second debate is set for tomorrow night where 10 more candidates will face-off with 60 
second talks and 30 second rebuttals. 
 
 
HOMELAND SECURITY ISSUES 
 
4/3/19 
5:31pm 
Sandra McNeill 
Peters on Border Security 
Michigan U-S Senator Gary Peters today is calling on the government to hire thousands of 
officers to secure the U-S/Mexico border that President Trump wants to close over an influx of 
migrants seeking asylum. Peters introducing the bill as a ranking member of the Senate's 
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee.  In a release, Peters says he fears 
the president's call to reassign 2,000 agents to the southern border will have a negative effect 
on other entry points like those here in Michigan.  Peters claims the Border Patrol is short by 
about 4,000 agents.  The bills calls for hiring 600 new agents a year until the staffing level is 
stepped up. 
 
4/3/19 
10:48am 
Dan Jenkins 
Genesee County Ransomware 
Genesee County officials say their computer networks were attacked by a ransomware-type 
virus. They say the attack "held hostage files and demanded payment for their release." The 
files have been locked down, but an assessment shows none were taken. The county's I-T 
Department worked to isolate the attack and restore systems to normal capacity afterward. The 
county paid no fee for the release of the information and didn't respond to the demand. Officials 
consulted with state police and the FBI. 
 
4/9/19 
4:59am 
Jim Matthews 
Criminal Justice Career Fair 
It is a Criminal Justice Career Fair at Wayne State University. The fair is for current college 
students, graduates and anyone who's interested in exploring career and internship 
opportunities with the FBI, the Secret Service, Homeland Security Investigations, the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration and more, along with other corrections, courts, police and criminal 
justice-related agencies.  The event sponsored by Wayne State University's Department of 
Criminal Justice, NOBLE and the WSU Justice Society Student Organization. 
 



4/11/19 
6:02pm 
Michael Cohen 
Pittsfield Township Explosion 
Explosions and black smoke at a business in Pittsfield Township. Police got the first calls 
around 1 o'clock about a major fire breaking out at Ann Arbor Welding Supply on Carpenter 
Road near Morgan. The business has gas tanks with a variety of chemicals onsite. Some began 
exploding in the blaze. Director of Washtenaw County Emergency Services David Halteman 
says while people are allowed to return home, a shelter-in-place is still in effect for the one-mile 
radius around Ann Arbor Welding. Multiple police and fire units are remain at the scene 
including Huron Valley Ambulance officials who tell us there have been no injuries so far. 
 
4/12/19 
2:30pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Monroe County Flooding 
Monroe County communities are underwater after strong easterly winds caused Lake Erie 
waves to break over dikes and break walls. Emergency Management Director Mark Hammond 
says the flooding has been hitting communities all along the coast as the storm continues. 
Hammond says there is no evacuation order in place, although many residents decided to leave 
ahead of the winds, having experience previous flooding. Crews are now working around the 
clock to pump water out of area roadways to allow emergency vehicles into areas where 
residents may need help. 
 
4/27/19 
1:45pm 
Deanna Lites 
Opioid Drug Take Back Day 
The opioid crisis is a national public health emergency. It was the 17th National Prescription 
Drug Take Back. Since the national program launched, 11 million pills have been collected. 
Kathy Federico with the Detroit field division of the DEA says people can bring any leftover or 
expired medication to a collection site, no questions asked. They do not accept liquids, inhalers 
or needles. 
 
5/2/19 
11:54pm 
Stephanie Garrette 
Whitmer Weather Emergency 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer has declared a State of Emergency for Wayne County following 
devastating flooding. This means all state resources in cooperation with local response and 
recovery efforts are being made available to the county. It also authorizes State Police, the 
Emergency Management and Homeland Security Division to coordinate state efforts above and 
beyond what they have already been doing.  
 
5/17/19 
2:03pm 
Michael Cohen 
FBI Raids 
An FBI raid being executed in the city of Pontiac. Law enforcement officials confirm the FBI, 
Michigan State Police, the Oakland County Sheriff's office and several local agencies executed 
multiple search warrants. 6 locations were searched in and around Pontiac, the raids were all 
related to a drug distribution investigation -- involving cocaine, heroin and fentanyl -- and about 
a half a dozen suspects were arrested. The cities of Southfield, Bloomfield Township, Madison 
Heights, Troy and Novi were also involved. 



6/14/19 
4:43pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Plane Diverted 
Federal charges have been filed for a 21-year-old Indiana man after hitting a flight attendant and 
throwing up on a flight from Indianapolis to Paris. It had to make an emergency landing in 
Detroit. A five-page complaint filed in federal court today charges Ian Morin with interference 
with flight crew members and flight attendants on the flight last night. An FBI agent involved in 
the case says Morin began yelling and acting erratically about 40 minutes in. As the flight crew 
tried to calm him down, he hit a flight attendant in her throat and then threw up. Other workers 
and passengers helped restrain Morin before the plane was on the ground. Morin will be back in 
court next month. 
 
6/23/19 
2:06pm 
Terri Lee Sylvester  
Dominican Republic Deaths 
The recent deaths of seven American tourists have raised concerns about the Dominican 
Republic, one of the most popular destinations in the Caribbean. David Fishman, president of 
Cadillac Travel in Southfield, says there's a Level 2 alert in effect for the country. The FBI is 
conducting toxicology tests on three of the deaths. Two others have been deemed heart attacks 
due to natural causes. 
 
 
LABOR/WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 
4/3/19 
6:22am 
Dan Jenkins 
Job Fair For Construction Workers 
A job fair today looks to get more Detroiter's working in the construction industry.  It's being held 
by the city at the Northwest Activities Center at Curtis and Meyers today from 10 until 2. The 
event will help contractors meet the required 51 percent Detroiter workforce on municipal 
construction projects.  DTE, Ram Construction Services, and the Water and Sewerage 
Department just some of those looking to hire at the event. 
 
4/23/19  
12:34pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Waymo Moving In To Detroit 
Google's Waymo self-driving car arm is coming to Detroit.  Mayor Mike Duggan says Waymo 
will use an American Axle facility, near I-75, to equip Chrysler minivans and Jaguar electric cars 
with self-driving technology.  The new facility is expected to create four hundred new jobs. 
 
4/24/19 
Various 
Christina McDaniel 
New Jobs in Western Wayne County 
Hundreds of new jobs are coming to Plymouth Township. The Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation has approved nearly three million dollars in incentives for auto supplier Webasto 
Group to build a new manufacturing plant to help increase production for large projects for Ford 
and Fiat Chrysler. The company says it will make innovative automotive roof systems at the new 
facility.  The 48-million dollar investment is expected to create 440 jobs.   
 



5/8/19 
7:13am 
Jim Matthews 
Job Training Program at FOCUS: Hope 
Focus Hope is holding an open house today for job training programs.  People can learn about 
programs for jobs such as Hi-Lo and Forklift Operator, CNC Operator, CDL Truck Driver, 
Logistics, Robotics and more.  Completion of the programs can lead to jobs with starting wages 
of $12 to $20 per hour.  To apply you have to be 18 or older, with a valid driver's license or I-D, 
and you have to commit to completing the training and taking part in the job placement process.  
Organizers say these are the jobs that are in high demand, due to an increase in construction, 
manufacturing and technology-related projects.  The open house going on 2-until-6 at the Focus 
Hope campus on Oakman Boulevard in Detroit. 
 
5/9/19 
12:34pm 
Dan Jenkins 
Help For Workers Who Lost Jobs at Incinerator 
150 workers lost their jobs when Detroit's incinerator closed down back in March -- now there's 
an effort underway to help those workers get back on their feet.  Detroit Renewable Energy 
CEO Todd Grzech says there's an exclusive job fair today for those former workers. 
 
5/15/19 
8:22pm  
Rob Mason 
Unemployment Rate Jumps Slightly 
A slight increase in Michigan's unemployment rate in April. The rate was 4.1% after six 
consecutive months of remaining unchanged. That's still lower than the April 2018 rate of 4.3%. 
The state's seasonally adjusted jobless rate was half of a percentage point higher than last 
month's national unemployment rate of 3.6%. 
 
5/16/19  
1:06pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Public Hearing on Fiat Chrysler Plant Plan 
Detroiters getting the chance to speak today about the proposed $2.5 billion dollar east-side Fiat 
Chrysler plant proposal.  Almost everyone who spoke in front of the City Council's Planning and 
Economic Development Committee endorsed the plan.  The projects would create five-thousand 
jobs, but some who are against the deal say it was put together too quickly and gives away too 
much property. 
 
5/21/19 
3:06pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Ford Cutting Jobs 
Today is the day Ford workers are finding out whether they're keeping their jobs.  All totaled, 
about 500 Dearborn employees will be notified in meetings that they'll be out of work. It is part of 
a larger restructuring that includes seven-thousand jobs from across the world. The layoffs in 
Dearborn and across the country are expected to be complete by June.  15-hundred workers 
have already taken buyouts as part of the plan that CEO Jim Hackett says will save the 
company 600-million dollars. 
 



6/25/19 
3:06pm 
Lauren Barthold 
New Investment, Jobs in Southeast Michigan 
 A couple hundred new jobs coming to Hazel Park. German battery maker AKASOL will receive 
2.2-million dollars in state incentives to build a 40-million dollar battery system manufacturing 
facility at the site of the old Hazel Park Raceway. The new plant will have 224 
workers. Meantime, K-L-A plans to expand its research and development office in Ann Arbor 
Township and hire 100 additional workers. The state and township have agreed to various 
incentives for the 80-million dollar expansion project. 
 
6/26/19 
Various 
Dan Jenkins 
Labor Dispute at Golf Course  
A union dispute continuing today -- as the Rocket Mortgage Classic Pro-Am kicks off this 
morning.  Teamsters Local 299 -- which represents the workers -- is calling on its members to 
stand in solidarity with the seven groundskeepers and mechanics at the Detroit Gold Club this 
morning. They say they've been without a contract for the past year, and that the club is no 
longer negotiating in good faith.  Club leaders say the Teamsters have chosen "to score political 
points for their bosses in Washington" and that they pay groundskeepers above market rates. 
 
6/26/19 
5:05pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Nordstrom Closing Store 
Nordstrom will be closing its store in the Mall at Partridge Creek in Macomb County this fall.  
The retailer announced today it will close the Nordstrom store at the Clinton Township mall on 
September 13th so it can focus on it's Rack discount stores and online sales. 105 workers at the 
store will have a chance to find jobs at other stores within the company. 
 
 
RACE RELATIONS 
 
4/9/19 
1:03pm 
Vickie Thomas 
NAACP Fight for Freedom Fund Preview 
More details about the upcoming Fight for Freedom Fund Dinner in Detroit, put on by the Detroit 
branch of the NAACP. President Reverend Wendell Anthony says among the honorees will be 
long-time White House Correspondent April Ryan.  
 
4/18/19 
8:37pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Detroit Diversity in Business 
Detroit can get better at being inclusive and diverse. That was part of the discussion during a 
Pancakes and Politics forum at the Detroit Athletic Club that focused on the city's future. Real 
Times Media CEO Hiram Jackson, who puts on the event, says there is a problem with diversity 
and inclusion in Detroit. Jackson says no one is to blame yet, but there has to be more vision 
about venues that will be more attractive to Detroit residents of all backgrounds. 
 



5/5/19 
5:43am 
Dan Jenkins 
NAACP Fight For Freedom Fund Dinner 
It has been around for more than six decades. Tonight more than 10,000 people will be 
attending the 64th annual Detroit NAACP Fight for Freedom Fund Dinner at Cobo Center. 
Detroit Branch NAACP president Wendell Anthony says the city should take pride in hosting the 
event. The keynote speaker for tonight's dinner is U.S. Senator Kamala Harris who is also a 
democratic candidate for president. The event starts at five o'clock.   
 
5/9/19 
5:51am 
Dan Jenkins 
City Worker Fired 
A Dearborn city worker has been fired following backlash stemming from a racist comment on 
Facebook. The man -- Bill Larion, who worked in the city's Engineering Division -- commented 
on a post about Muslim model Halima Aden being featured in this year's Sports Illustrated 
Swimsuit Issue -- saying she should be “on the cover of Camels are us." He said his account 
was hacked and he did not write the comment, but then said he lied. Mayor John O’Reilly 
condemned the comment, saying they have zero tolerance for that type of language. 
 
5/16/19 
6:40pm 
Lauren Barthold 
Muslim EMT Lawsuit 
The city of Detroit and its Fire Department has been slapped with a discrimination lawsuit over 
the alleged treatment of a Muslim EMT. Attorney Amy Doukoure at the Council for American 
Islamic Relations alleges that a fire captain known for racist, anti-Semitic and anti-Muslim rants 
on Facebook unfairly singled out the paramedic for discipline. The suit seeks unspecified 
damages. In a statement, city officials say they don't comment on pending litigation, but take 
allegations of religious discrimination very seriously. 
 
5/16/19 
6:04pm 
Jon Hewett 
Diversity in Workplace 
Striving to build a diverse and equitable workplace. That was the focus of an inclusion 
conference at Marygrove College in Detroit. The event was put on by the Michigan Roundtable 
for Diversity & Inclusion. 
 
6/18/19 
6:20am 
Michael Cohen 
Juneteenth 
Governor Gretchen Whitmer has issued a proclamation declaring Thursday as Juneteenth 
Celebration Day in Michigan. It was on June 19th, 1865 that Union Army General Gordon 
Granger landed in Galveston, Texas and announced that all slaves were free, and that former 
masters and slaves were absolutely equal in personal and property rights. Whitmer says 
Michigan’s strength comes from its great diversity, and state residents must work together to 
make sure everyone can get ahead. 
 



6/22/19 
7:17pm 
Christina McDaniel 
Michigan Medicine Noose 
An investigation underway into a possibly racially motivated threat against a pair of Michigan 
Medicine employees. They discovered a noose at their work station on Thursday and school 
officials are looking into the incident as a criminal act of ethnic intimidation. A statement by the 
school says actions like this will NOT be tolerated and they go against U of M's core values of 
diversity and inclusion. 
 
6/25/19 
11:43am 
Dan Jenkins 
Alleged Restaurant Discrimination 
Police are investigating alleged racial discrimination at a restaurant in West Bloomfield. The 
reported incident happened Thursday at the J-Alexander's at Orchard Lake and 14 Mile, where 
28-year-old Liah Gant – who is African American -- says she was forced to give up her seat at 
the bar to two white men. She says when she refused, the bartender took her drink and dumped 
it in the sink. J-Alexander's says no employee used profanity or made inappropriate racial 
remarks or threw food, but certain guests did. 
 
6/26/19  
3:31pm 
Rob St. Mary 
Grosse Pointe Schools 
The Grosse Pointe Public Schools is finding three Board of Education members facing possible 
recall over the decision to close two schools that serve mostly black students. At the same time, 
a video featuring two white student athletes beating each other and using racist language is 
going viral. School Superintendent Gary Niehaus says his district is grappling not only with the 
uneasy state of race relations in America, but also a diverse set of community stakeholders. 
Neihaus says the Grosse Pointe district is investigating possible sanctions against those in the 
video... while additional diversity training for staff and students is also expected.  
 
 
REGIONAL REVITALIZATION 
 
4/18/19 
1:34pm 
Ron Dewey 
Improvements at Detroit Career Tech Center  
Detroit Public Schools unveiling the newly-renovated Briethaupt career tech center on the city's 
west side.  The three-year, 10-million dollar project updated the center with better equipped 
classrooms, equipment and additional teachers.  Superintendent Nicholai Vitti says the 
partnership provides students with more pathways to careers.  The renovations part of a 10-
year program with the city, industry and private foundations. 
 
4/23/19  
12:34pm 
Jeff Gilbert 
Waymo Moving In To Detroit 
Google's Waymo self-driving car arm is coming to Detroit.  Mayor Mike Duggan says Waymo 
will use an American Axle facility, near I-75, to equip Chrysler minivans and Jaguar electric cars 
with self-driving technology.  The new facility is expected to create four hundred new jobs. 
 



4/24/19 
Various 
Christina McDaniel 
New Jobs in Western Wayne County 
Hundreds of new jobs are coming to Plymouth Township.  The Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation has approved nearly three million dollars in incentives for auto 
supplier Webasto Group to build a new manufacturing plant to help increase production for large 
projects for Ford and Fiat Chrysler. The company says it will make innovative automotive roof 
systems at the new facility.  The 48-million dollar investment is expected to create 440 jobs.   
 
4/24/19  
10:32am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Ford Partners With Rivian 
Ford is teaming up with Plymouth based electric vehicle startup Rivian.   It means a 500 million 
dollar investment from Ford, and a new jointly produced electric vehicle.  Rivian Founder RJ 
Scaringe says they had been looking for partners, and he felt Ford was a great match.  Rivian 
had recently broken off partnership talks with General Motors, and has received a big 
investment from Amazon.  The deal with Ford allows Rivian to forge partnerships with other 
carmakers. 
 
5/4/19 
6:34am 
Michael Cohen 
New Fiat Chrysler Plant in Detroit 
The deal is all but done... and now... planning is underway for a new Fiat Chrysler plant in the 
city of Detroit. Land deals to complete the deal are expected to cost the city and state about 107 
million dollars, pending approval by Detroit City Council.  Deals have been reached with several 
major property owners, including 82 acres from a company owned by the family of businessman 
Matty Moroun. Other major parcels belong to DTE Energy, the Great Lakes Water Authority and 
a tree-planting operation. 
 
5/10/19 
2:13pm 
Lauren Barthold 
New Stores at Somerset Collection 
More reasons to shop 'til you drop at the Somerset Collection in Troy.  The upscale mall 
announcing today that designer Michael Kors is bringing his luxury “collection” brand to the 
Metro Detroit market, and Ted Baker is set to open its first Michigan store at the Somerset 
Collection this spring.  Also, Somerset Collection will be the first location in the state for Morphe 
Cosmetics, and the popular Shake Shack eatery will open in the Peacock Cafés.   
 
5/16/19  
1:06pm 
Vickie Thomas 
Public Hearing on Fiat Chrysler Plant Plan 
Detroiters getting the chance to speak today about the proposed $2.5 billion dollar east-side Fiat 
Chrysler plant proposal.  Almost everyone who spoke in front of the City Council's Planning and 
Economic Development Committee endorsed the plan.  The projects would create five-thousand 
jobs, but some who are against the deal say it was put together too quickly and gives away too 
much property. 
 
5/21/19 
3:05pm 



Sandra McNeill 
City Council Approves New Fiat Chrysler Plant Project 
The Detroit City Council has given the thumbs up to a brand new Fiat Chrysler plant that will be 
built on the city's east side.  The complicated deal involves controversial city land swaps, 
including with the Marouns, to make room for the new plant that will replace Mack Avenue, the 
first new auto plant in nearly 30 years, as well as a refurb of Jefferson North.  There is an 
agreement to favor Detroit City residents for the 5-thousand new jobs, but no promises on exact 
numbers. 
 
5/30/19 
Various  
Lauren Barthold 
Mayor Wants A Blight Free Detroit 
The city of Detroit is on track to be blight free by 2024.  Mayor Mike Duggan -- who delivered 
today's keynote address -- says he plans to seek voter approval of a 200-million dollar bond to 
help the city demolish or renovate all abandoned houses in the city. He'll go to city council this 
fall in an effort to get it on the ballot in the March 2020 presidential primary election. Taxes 
would not go up.  Mayor Duggan says federal money for demolitions in Detroit will run dry in 
early 2020, and -- quote -- "we have to deal with this on our own." 
 
6/25/19 
Various 
Jeff Gilbert 
GM Invests in Michigan, Other States  
General Motors -- investing more than 4.2-billion dollars in assembly plants here in Michigan, in 
Indiana and in Arlington, Texas.  It's all to prepare for the launch of its 2021 pickups and S-U-
Vs.  The automaker says its increasing capacity, improving operating efficiencies and making 
other upgrades at the plants. 
 
6/25/19 
3:06pm 
Lauren Barthold 
New Investment, Jobs in Southeast Michigan 
 A couple hundred new jobs coming to Hazel Park. German battery maker AKASOL will receive 
2.2-million dollars in state incentives to build a 40-million dollar battery system manufacturing 
facility at the site of the old Hazel Park Raceway. The new plant will have 224 
workers. Meantime, K-L-A plans to expand its research and development office in Ann Arbor 
Township and hire 100 additional workers. The state and township have agreed to various 
incentives for the 80-million dollar expansion project. 
 
6/26/19 
Various 
Lauren Barthold 
New Investment in Detroit 
JPMorgan Chase is upping its commitment to Detroit's economic recovery by another 50-million 
dollars. The bank says it has exceeded its initial five-year, 150-million dollar investment -- and 
expects to reach 200-million by 2022. JPMorgan Chase Chief Executive Jamie Dimon says the 
new investment "will help the system work for more people -- giving more Detroiters access to 
the tools they need to succeed, stay and benefit from Detroit's continued recovery." 
 



TRANSPORTATION/LOGISTICS 
 
4/1/19 
Various 
Charlie Langton 
Computer Issues Affecting Air Travel 
Computer issues cause some big problems for Delta, Southwest and United Airlines at airports 
across the country this morning.  The computers went down around 5am causing delays with 
both departures and arrivals. 
 
4/1/19 
2:04pm  
Jeff Gilbert 
Recall Involving Kia and Hyundai Vehicles 
The government is launching a new safety investigation into roughly 3 million Kia's and 
Hyundai's. The issue is a potential fire risk...Hyundai and Kia have announced several recalls, 
but the government is looking to see if that should be expanded.  The vehicles involved come 
from the 2010 to 2015 model years. One fatality has been linked to the fires, as well as 103 
injuries. 
 
4/10/19 
5:07am  
Dan Jenkins 
Wear Orange for Road Workers 
The Michigan Department of Transportation and other road organizations are asking people to 
wear orange today.   The groups are trying to raise awareness about drivers paying attention 
when driving through work zones. The orange is a show of support for the men and women who 
work to keep roads safe.  M-DOT says four road workers and 14 other drivers were killed last 
year in construction zone crashes. 
 
5/10/19 
7:32am 
Sandra McNeill 
I-75 Closing for Road Work 
There's a major freeway closure for this week for drivers along I-75.  I-75 will close in both 
directions from I-696 all the way to Square Lake.  MDOT's Rob Morosi says the closure is to 
demolish three overpasses as part of a $224 million construction project.  The closure starts at 
10 tonight.  The freeway will reopen by Monday at 5am. 
 
5/14/19 
5:07am 
Dan Jenkins  
Gas Prices Drop 
A break for drivers in Michigan. Triple-A says gas prices dropped last week to an average of 
$2.80 a gallon. That's down from a 2019 high of $2.93 the week before. Drivers in Metro Detroit 
paid about $2.82 per gallon, that's about 12 cents less than this same time last year. The 
highest prices were found in Marquette, at $2.85, while the lowest were in Flint, averaging 
$2.71.  
 



5/15/19  
9:22am 
Jeff Gilbert 
Ford Recalls 
Ford Motor Company is issuing two safety recalls in North America.  One covers select 2019 
Ranger trucks for a problem with a transmission cable.  The other recall is for some 2013-16 
Fusion vehicles with 2.5-liter engines.  It involves a shifter cable that could detach from the 
transmission. 
 
5/26/19 
12:07pm 
Rob St. Mary 
New Traffic Safety Campaign Focuses on Motorcycles 
Michigan's Secretary of State is launching a new traffic safety campaign aimed at preventing 
motorcycle crashes. Jocelyn Benson says for the first time, the state is focusing a campaign at 
educating car and truck drivers about sharing the road with those on two-wheels... instead of 
motorcyclists. The campaign's name highlights the key action drivers should take - it's called 
"Motorcyclists are Hard to See. Look Twice. Save a Life". 
 
6/14/19 
8:32am 
Dan Jenkins 
Toll Roads in Michigan? 
A state Representative from Brighton wants the Michigan Department of Transportation to 
consider toll roads as a way to pay for road repairs.  Republican Ann Bollin says she's heard a 
number of constituents ask about toll roads. Bollin says the amendment does NOT commit 
Michigan to the use of toll roads, but, rather, directs MDOT to investigate them as a potential 
source of funding. Federal law doesn't allow toll roads on interstate freeways like I-75 and I-94. 
35 states currently have toll roads. 
 
6/17/19 
10:12am 
Dan Jenkins 
Update on I-75 Project 
Transportation officials holding a public meeting tonight on the I-75 Modernization Project in 
Oakland County.  MDOT representatives will be on hand to discuss sound walls-- and to answer 
your questions. The major overhaul encompasses an 18-mile stretch of the freeway between 8 
Mile Road and South Boulevard.  It'll be held at U-F-C-W 876 Building from 5:30 to 7 this 
evening. 
 
6/25/19 
11:35am 
Ron Dewey 
More Travelers on July 4th 
What are your plans for the Fourth of July?  If you're planning to hit the road, you'll have plenty 
of company.  According to Triple-A, nearly 49 MILLION people plan to get away -- including 
almost 1.7 million Michiganders.  Drivers could face delays as much as four times a normal 
commute, with Wednesday, July 3rd the worst day on the roads. However, gas prices are lower 
than this time last year. 
 



6/25/19 
4:11pm 
Rob Mason 
Researchers, Business Leader Discuss Infrastructure Needs 
A group of university researchers, business and community leaders have met to discuss the 
infrastructure needs of the state of Michigan. Executive Director of the University Research 
Corridor, Britany Affolter-Caine, says it may not be easy but collaboration is the key to making 
things happen. 
 
 
WWJ Community Outreach Events 
 
4/18/19 
Leaders and Innovators: Women Entrepreneurial’s & Leadership  
WWJ’s Murray Feldman hosts a one-hour, panel discussion at Lawrence Tech focused on 
Women Entrepreneurs & Leadership.  Those in attendance heard from Jennifer Lyles, 
Owner/Head Chef, Lush Yummies Pie Company and Punita Dani Thurman, Vice President of 
Program & Strategy, The Skillman Foundation, about their secrets to success. 
 
 
WWJ Regularly Scheduled Features 
 
Staying in Touch 
 
4/6/19   
Area local non-profits will split a half million dollar grant from the Citi Foundation to help job 
seekers get the training they need for better paying jobs. Jacqueline Bureau of Local Initiatives 
Support Corporation in Detroit says the grant will help clients avoid dropping out when the going 
gets tough. 
 
4/13/19  
Zero Hunger-Zero Waste is a project by the Kroger supermarket chain to eliminate not only 
waste within the company by 2025 but also hunger in those communities. 
 
4/20/19  
North Ridge Church in Plymouth, Grosse Isle and Brighton, will donate at least one dollar for 
each person attending their services towards agencies involved in the fight of human trafficking 
and aiding the many victims. 
 
4/27/19   
The Salvation Army's William Booth Legal Aid Clinic holding their Annual Walk for Justice to 
raise funds to provide free legal services to indigent people. The walk is Saturday May 11 at the 
Detroit Zoo. 
 
5/4/19  
University of Detroit Mercy, with the Kresge Foundation and the city opening the doors on a 
vacant building in the McNichols/Livernois area, now a gathering point for neighbors to touch 
base with community groups and city planners. 
 
5/11/19  
Sound the Alarm" is the name of as week-long campaign with the goal of installing smoke 
detectors in more than a thousand homes across Detroit. Steven Belhi of the Red Cross says 
volunteers visited the homes that requested the smoke alarms.  
 



5/18/19  
The 39th Annual Huron River Day Festival at Ann Arbor's Gallup Park offers free family fun 
activities including discounted boat rentals--free if you ride your bike there, river exhibits, paddle 
boarding demonstrations, live music and more. 
 
5/25/19  
"Cease Fire Detroit" is the name of the youth violence reduction group in partnership with 
Detroit Police holding their 2nd annual Brotherhood summit this week for young teenage males, 
providing life skills and confidence to succeed in life, away from violence. 
 
6/1/19   
Making every Detroiter count. The city's non-profit groups and Mayor Mike Duggan are getting 
word out to residents not to turn census counters away so as not to have the city undercounted 
and miss out on federal representation and funding for services and programs. 
 
6/8/19    
Amanda Lewan, CEO of Bamboo Detroit: 200 non-profit leaders across the city gather at 
University of Detroit Mercy to learn ways of growing their organizations and better help the 
people they are serve. 
 
6/15/19   
Ground broken on what will be the latest creation by Piet Oudolf, world famous artist and garden 
designer who will bring his talent to the island state park, Oudolf created the master design for 
the acre and a half garden in front of the Nancy Brown Peace Carillon. 
 
6/22/19  
Detroit Housing Director Keegahn Mahoney: Detroit and Lansing among 10 American cities in a 
nation-wide study of economic barriers facing low-income Americans in affordable housing and 
how to remove them.   
 
6/29/19  
Ford Motor Company's Aneila Kuzon asking Corktown residents, businesses and workers for 
input on ways to improve mobility around the Michigan Central Station, especially once the 
automaker moves into the building now under renovation. 
 
 
Your Eye on Health 
 
4/1/19  
Nerve pain. There may be a way to reverse nerve damage through your diet. 
 
4/2/19  
Measles. There's been an uptick in measles with 22 confirmed cases in Michigan. You can 
prevent measles by getting vaccinated. 
 
4/3/19  
Autism. An organization offers hope and help to Michigan residents. 
 
4/4/19  
Pets. Many older adults have pets and while they have many health benefits there are things to 
consider before getting a furry friend according to a new report. 
 
4/5/19  
E-cigs. A health concern for young people who use electronic cigarettes. 



4/8/19 
Stretch Zone. You're told to exercise for your health. But does that include stretching? If not, 
you may need to head to the Stretch Zone. 
 
4/9/19  
Opioids. Some dentists are changing the way they manage pain. 
 
4/10/19  
Senior Living. Most senior citizens want to stay in their home as they age. A local company can 
help make sure there home is safe. 
 
4/11/19  
Breast cancer. New mammogram guidelines are out. 
 
4/12/19  
Seniors and pets. Things to consider before you get a pet as you get older. 
 
4/15/19  
Childhood dangers. Young children put things in their mouths as a way to learn about their 
environment. Now more children are swallowing these foreign objects and ending up in the 
emergency room. 
 
4/16/19  
Ride sharing. A national poll looks at concerns parents have when their teens use a ride sharing 
service. 
 
4/17/19  
Sleep. Separating fact from fiction when it comes to sleep. 
 
4/18/19  
Cancer. Many cancer patients use alternative or complementary therapies.  But do their doctors 
know? 
 
4/19/19  
Heart attacks. People who have a heart attack often wonder if they'll be able to return to work. 
The answer is yes according to a recent study. 
 
4/22/19  
Weight loss. A new option for weight loss. 
 
4/23/19  
Clutter. It's spring the perfect time to de-clutter your home--experts say spring cleaning isn't just 
good for your home, but good for your mental health too. 
 
4/24/19  
Medication. Saturday is National Prescription Drug Take Back Day. 
 
4/25/19  
Screen time. Young children love using phones, computers and pads to play games or watch 
videos, but it turns out that it doesn't take much screen time to have a negative effect on their 
health. 
 
 
 



4/26/19 
Medication. It's important for people with heart disease to take any medicines their doctor 
prescribes. But a new study shows why some people stop taking the pills. 
 
4/29/19  
Food allergies. Food allergies are on the rise. Now local researchers are making strides to 
change that. 
 
4/30/19  
Organ donation. Faith leaders from Metro Detroit are showing support for organ donation 
through a new video. 
 
5/1/19  
Vaccinations. It's National Infant Immunization Week.  
 
5/2/19  
Sense of smell. Why some people should have their sense of smell checked during a physical. 
 
5/3/19  
Measles. The CDC is urging children and adults to be vaccinated against the measles. 
 
5/6/19  
Goal setting. Having goals is good for your health. 
 
5/7/19  
Skin cancer. Steps to avoid skin cancer. 
 
5/8/19  
Dental care. A new mobile dental clinic is helping to put smiles on some children and adults in 
Oakland County. 
 
5/9/19  
Breast cancer. Saturday is the 28th annual Komen Detroit Race for the Cure. 
 
5/10/19  
Living alone. Why living by yourself may not be good for your health. 
 
5/13/19  
Hepatitis C. Why women of childbearing age need to get tested. 
 
5/14/19  
Distracted driving. A new report on parents and distracted driving. 
 
5/15/19  
Heart disease. An expert gives three tips for a healthy heart. 
 
5/16/19  
Dementia. A report looks at the impact of dementia on the state. 
 
5/17/19  
Organ donation. Faith leaders show support for organ donation. 
 
 
 



5/20/19  
Stroke. May is National Stroke Awareness month. Some steps you can take to lower your risk of 
a stroke. 
 
5/21/19  
Symptoms of a stroke. It's important to recognize the symptoms of a stroke.  And to call 911 if 
you think you or someone you're with is having a stroke. 
 
5/22/19  
Bike safety. Helmets can help prevent a head injury when kids are riding a bike or scooter. Yet 
many kids don't wear them according to a new national poll. 
 
5/23/19  
Cancer. Exercise is good for your health. Now cancer experts say it's one of the best things 
cancer patients can do. 
 
5/24/19  
Flip flops. As the weather warms up one of the first things many of us like to do is slip on some 
flip flops. But think twice before wearing flip flops so they don't sideline you this summer. 
 
5/27/19  
Distracted driving. Have you ever texted while driving? A new report finds many people do 
especially young parents. 
 
5/28/19  
Suicide. When it comes to suicide the focus is often on the young, children and young adults. 
But suicide rates are climbing in other age groups. 
 
5/29/19  
Stroke prevention. Things you can do to prevent a stroke. 
 
5/30/19  
Falls. A third of older adults, 65 and older fall every year.  
 
5/31/19  
Exercise. Experts say working out is one of the best things cancer patients can do. 
 
6/3/19  
Weight loss surgery. Childhood obesity is on the rise. If a weight loss program isn't working, 
bariatric surgery may be an option for some. 
 
6/4/19  
Blood donors. The Red Cross needs you. There's a serious blood shortage across the country. 
 
6/5/19  
Heart health. When it comes to cholesterol chicken may be just as bad as red meat. 
 
6/6/19  
Cholesterol. Many U-S children and teens have high cholesterol according to a recent study. 
 
6/7/19  
Sunscreen. As the weather warms up and you spend more time outdoors make sure you say 
"Yes" to sunscreen. 
 



6/10/19  
Weight gain. How to avoid gaining weight on your summer vacation or during a holiday? 
 
6/11/19  
Coffee. A new report finds drinking coffee won't put you at risk for heart attack or stroke. 
 
6/12/19  
HIV testing. New government guidelines regarding screening for HIV. 
 
6/13/19  
OCD. A new drug is being tested to treat people with OCD. 
 
6/14/19  
Parenting. A new poll says dads face criticism about their parenting choices. 
 
6/17/19  
Diabetes. A vaccine that protects babies from the stomach flu may also protect them from 
developing diabetes. 
 
6/18/19  
Home injuries. You may have dangerous products hidden in plain sight on bathroom counters 
and bedroom dresses that could send your child to the hospital. 
 
6/19/19  
Smoking. The state health department can help you kick the habit. 
 
6/20/19  
Labor & delivery. It's not the yellow brick road, but some mom's-to-be are following a walking 
path at a local hospital to improve their delivery experience. 
 
6/21/19  
Obesity. It's getting harder for some middle aged people to do simple tasks like carrying 
shopping bags or climbing stairs according to new research. 
 
6/24/19  
Yoga. The health benefits of yoga. 
 
6/25/19  
Foodie call. Some women are going on dates for free food. 
 
6/26/19  
Eye control technology. Some people are now able to operate their TV with their eyes. 
 
6/27/19  
Vitiligo. A local boy wants to bring awareness to this skin condition. 
 
6/28/19  
Sex. A new drug to boost a woman's sex drive will soon hit the market. 
 



Made in Michigan 
 
4/3/19 
Treat Dreams 
A banker starts an ice cream shop during the recession ten years and has now partnered up 
with a baker to start Treat Dreams in Ferndale. 
 
4/10/19 
Traverse City Whiskey 
A Business consultant uses his chemical engineer grandfather's old recipe to make cherry 
infused whiskey. 
 
4/17/19 
Mawby Wine 
Traverse City man was the just the second vineyard owner in the area when he started in the 
1970's and is still going strong making sparkling and other wines. 
 
4/24/19 
The Stage Deli 
Local man caters hundreds of Passover meals for the holiday, making his own gefilte fish and 
desserts that are Passover-friendly. 
 
5/10/19 
McClure's Bloody Mary  
Local pickle maker branches out, pairing Bloody Mary mix with locally made vodka and selling it 
in single serving cans. 
 
5/8/19 
Russell Street Deli 
Longtime Detroit deli is closing, but the homemade soup business will expand to the entire 
Midwest. 
 
5/15/19 
Good Cakes and Bakes 
April Anderson gives up 17-year career in finance, getting a pastry chef degree and opening a 
cake shop on the Avenue of Fashion in Detroit. 
 
5/22/19 
North Peak Brewing 
North Peak Brewing still offering micro-brewed beers from Traverse City, 22 years after going 
into business in a now-competitive field. 
 
5/29/19 
St Laurent Brothers 
100 year old peanut company makes and sells all-natural peanut butter in downtown Bay City, 
blending a variety of nuts. 
 
6/5/19 
Northern Nail Polish 
A local mom comes up with a non-toxic recipe for nail polish which she sells online and at a 
Royal Oak boutique. 
 
 
 



6/12/19 
Motor City Mixology 
A bartender to the stars moves back home from LA to start traveling bar tender business with 
inventive cocktails using homemade syrups. 
 
6/19/19 
Roak Brewing 
Royal Oak man braves the dog-eat-dog craft beer business in Michigan by coming up with 
inventive flavors like French Toast. 
 
6/26/19 
Amp Brothers Electric Cycles 
Local man has been making and selling electric bicycles since he made one for himself to ease 
the pain of arthritis. 
 
 
Making the Grade 
 
4/2/19 
Detroit Public Schools.  Superintendent Dr. Nikolai Vitti.  He says the district is already seeing 
progress in math and reading due to improved curriculum.  But they still have a long way to go 
to improve student test scores and graduation rate. 
 
4/4/19 
Music Education.  Ryan Ghedotte. Executive Director.  Axis Music.  Offering free introductory 
course.   Instructs students who want to be singers, musicians, producers and DJ’s. 
 
4/9/19 
Recognizing Metro Detroit’s best and brightest teachers. Clawson Art teacher Megan Homenick, 
named the district’s outstanding high school teacher. Jill Gordon is Clawson’s outstanding 
Middle School Teacher. 
 
4/11/19 
Oakland Community College Culinary Program.  OCC Chancellor Peter Provenzano.   Starting 
program that would allow students to attend classes while working at local restaurants in Royal 
Oak. 
 
4/16/19 
Kindergarten. Waterford Haveland Elementary Kindergarten Teacher Rebecca Matthews, who’s 
just been named the district’s Teacher of the Year.  She says kindergarten has changed a lot 
over the years, with students now learning computer skills along with reading and writing. 
 
4/18/19 
Utica High School Freshman named student of the year for her efforts to help others.  Henry 
Ford II High School 9th Grader Madison Howard, who led a team that raised nearly 30 thousand 
dollars to help people suffering from leukemia. 
 
4/23/19 
Technical and Career Education. Detroit Public Schools Community District Superintendent Dr. 
Nikolai Vitti, who says the district is joining with the city and local businesses to raise nine 
million dollars for the Breithaupt Career and Technical Education Center. Faith Pfizer is a 
Cosmetology Student who will be attending Schoolcraft College in the fall. 
 
 



4/25/19 
Detroit School inspiring the next generation of artists and writers takes home a record number of 
awards.  Manal Kadry, Art and Design Chair at Detroit’s Henry Ford Academy: School for 
Creative Studies.   Senior Jalen Golden Received on the top honors.   
 
4/30/19 
Giving students the spark they need to avoid the summer slide.   Tammy Jones. Vice President 
for United Way of Southeast Michigan.   A new program called “Summer Spark” is an online tool 
letting parents know about summer camps and programs. 
 
5/2/19 
YMCA Student Film Competition.  Letitia McCree, Chief Development Officer for YMCA for 
Metropolitan Detroit.   Film Festival where students submit their own short videos on the theme 
“The Water In Your Life.” 
 
5/7/19 
Rewarding students who have excelled at Detroit’s Jalen Rose Leadership Academy.  Founder 
Jalen Rose had a food truck from Wingstop to reward students with a 3.0 grade point or higher.   
Rose says the school has grown each year since it was established in 2011.   
 
5/9/19 
Michigan Teacher of the Year for 2019-20.  Rochester Stoney Creek High School English and 
History Teacher Cara Lougheed.  Says she was shocked to be named teacher of the year 
because there are so many good teachers in Michigan.  
 
5/14/19 
Macomb County High School named one of the country’s top 50 schools for “Blended Learning.” 
Where the script is flipped, so students watch videos at home and do “Homework” at school.     
Greg Green. Superintendent Clintondale Community Schools. He says the model has now been 
adopted by many schools, including Harvard.   
 
5/21/19 
Kids Dental Report Card.   Most kids in Michigan and nationwide are not getting good grades 
when it comes to brushing their teeth.   Dr. Kimberly Gulianni from the Cleveland Clinic.  She 
says kids should start brushing as soon as they get their first tooth.   But a new study says many 
aren’t starting till age 2 or 3 or even later.   
 
5/23/19 
Getting students turned on to high-tech manufacturing and the jobs they could be filling in the 
future.   Rob Luce, Vice President Student Foundation. Society of Manufacturing Engineers.   
 
5/28/19 
Physical Education.  Despite efforts to improve Physical Education in Michigan Schools, a new 
study says kids are getting even less exercise than we thought.   Dr. Eva Love from Cleveland 
Clinic says kids are sitting too much.  She says experts used to think kids would get less active 
in their teenage years.  But now it’s happening as early as age 8, because they are playing too 
many video games. 
 
5/30/19 
DECA.  Two local high schools taking home top honors in a competition with some of the best 
business students from around the world.   Utica High School Marketing Teacher and DECA 
Advisor Dana Boice.  She says her students made it all the way to the finals and ranked fourth 
place overall in the competition.   Henry Ford II High School student Luke Rapp and his DECA 
Marketing partner also made it to the finals, finishing fourth overall. 



6/4/19 
A special Amazon delivery for students at a Romulus Middle School. Kathleen Forrest, 
Academic Dean at Romulus Middle School, just received ten thousand dollars in science, 
technology and engineering equipment from Amazon. 
 
6/6/19 
Oakland University.  Are four year-universities now competing with Community Colleges for 
students?   Jim Leninti, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost at Oakland University.    
He says the school is working with community colleges to accept transfer students who want to 
complete their Bachelor’s Degrees. 
 
6/11/19 
Kettering University. A school devoted to training students in business, engineering, 
manufacturing, automotive and technology.  Kettering University President Bob McMahon.   He 
says students are already working in their field by the time they graduate. 
 
6/13/19 
Detroit Public Schools Community Foundation.   President and CEO Pamela Moore.  The group 
raises money for projects, equipment and programs that may not be in the school district’s 
budget.   
 
6/18/19 
Eastern Michigan University.  President Jim Smith.  Says more funding for higher education will 
help Michigan fill the talent gap where employers can’t find enough qualified grads to fill the 
vacant jobs.   
 
6/25/19 
Recognizing some of the nation’s top high school grads from Southeast Michigan.  Kate Paluch, 
Grad of Utica Academy of International Studies. Also school’s valedictorian and a National Merit 
Scholarship Winner. One of only 78 in Michigan and 35 hundred nationwide.  
 
6/27/19 
After School Programs.  Mia Harmos.  Chief Development & Communications Officer with 
Wayne Metro Community Action Agency.  New grant and more funding for STEM and other 
programs.  
 
 
Car Chronicles  
 
4/1/19 
Fiat Chrysler ready to launch heavy duty pickups.  We talk with Ram brand chief Ried Bigland. 
 
4/2/19 
Ford unveils an all new Escape.  We talk about it with product development chief Hau Thai 
Tang. 
 
4/3/19 
Detroiters are interested in experiencing self-driving cars.  Tara Andringa leads a coalition 
aimed at helping people learn about automated vehicles. 
 
4/4/19 
Ford upgrades the audio on its Lincoln Vehicles.  We discuss with Meghan McKenzie who 
heads the Lincoln SUV marketing team. 
 



4/5/19 
We test drive the Mercedes A Class.  
 
4/8/19 
Jeep is bringing some interesting vehicles to the Easter Jeep Safari.  We talk with Mark Allen, 
who heads the Jeep Design team 
 
4/9/19 
Flying cars may be coming, but in a different form than you'd expect.  University of Michigan 
researcher Greg Keoleon says there could be a market for arial taxis. 
 
4/10/19 
Gymkhana has become a popular new motorsport.  We talk with one of the originators Ken 
Block. 
 
4/11/19 
Car collector Ken Lingenfelter opens his private collection as a fund raiser.  We talk with him 
about it. 
 
4/12/19 
We test drive the Chevy Blazer. 
 
4/15/19 
Ford unveils a 330 horsepower, 4-cylinder Mustang.  We talk with Mustang marketing chief Jim 
Owens. 
 
4/16/19 
Thomas King of JD Power explains one of the reasons why sales are declining, but car 
company revenues are growing. 
 
4/17/19 
Lincoln unveils a new small utility, the Corsair.  We talk with Joy Folatico, General Manager of 
the Lincoln Brand. 
 
4/18/19 
Toyota has a new version of its Highlander SUV.  We discuss with Toyota Vice President Bill 
Faye. 
 
4/19/19 
We test drive the Toyota RAV 4. 
  
4/22/19 
Hyundai's new small SUV is the Venue.  Hyundai Chief Operating Officer Brian Smith tells us 
about the vehicle and the target market.  
 
4/23/19 
Tesla CEO Elon Musk says lidar is a "fool’s errand."  But Navigant Research analyst Sam 
Abuelsamid says many other carmakers feel it's needed to make self-driving vehicles work. 
 
4/24/19 
Ford prepares to report its first quarter earnings.  We interview David Kudla of Mainstay Capital 
Management about what Ford has to do to impress Wall Street. 
 
 



4/25/19 
Safety advocates focus on the rear seat.  Insurance Institute for Highway Safety President 
David Harkey says they will start testing vehicles to see how well they do. 
 
4/26/19 
We test drive the Lexus UX. 
 
4/29/19 
Can carmakers make cities better places to live?  We talk to Ford President of Mobility Marcy 
Klevorn about their goal of making cities smarter. 
 
4/30/19 
Ford lets Amazon deliver its packages to your vehicle.   We discuss the new system with Ford 
exec Lauren Kennedy. 
 
5/1/19 
The pace of change is picking up.  Gary Silberg of KPMG discusses ways carmakers are using 
Einstein's Theory of Relativity to keep pace. 
 
5/2/19 
Ford is working on improving the customer experience.  We talk with Ford family member Elana 
Ford, who's been charged with making the company more customer friendly 
 
5/3/19 
We test drive the Audi A6 and A7 
 
5/6/19 
We visit Bollenger Motors and talk with founder Robert Bollenger about his plans to produce 
electric SUV's. 
 
5/7/19 
Chinese carmakers are expected to become more competitive.  We talked about it with Michael 
Dunne, of the consultancy firm Zho Zho Go 
 
5/8/19 
Hyundai Chief Operating Officer Brian Smith says sedans aren't dead yet.  He says Hyundai will 
continue to invest in passenger cars, even as it beefs up its SUV lineup. 
 
5/9/19 
Ford has no plans to spin off its smart mobility services.  Chairman Bill Ford tells the company's 
annual meeting that mobility is important to the company's future. 
 
5/10/19 
We test drive the Buick Regal GS 
 
 
Car Chronicles 
 
5/13/19 
Oakland University adds a self-driving shuttle bus.   We talk about it with Engineering Dean 
Louis Shamra. 
 
 
 



5/14/19 
The Shelby GT 350 is bred for the track.    Ford performance chief engineers Karl Widman says 
it's aimed at a special kind of driver.  
 
5/15/19 
Some changes are coming to an important summer auto conference, the Management Briefing 
Seminars.  We talk about it with Karla Bailo, CEO and President of the Center for Auto 
Research 
 
5/16/19 
Hyundai updates its Sonata mid-size car.  We get details from Chief Operating Officer Brian 
Smith. 
 
5/17/19 
We test drive the Jeep Gladiator. 
 
5/20/19 
Making your pickup bed tougher.  We talk about the new Carbon Pro pickup box with Duncan 
Aldred, who heads the GMC brand. 
 
5/21/19 
A not so subtle reminder to young drivers that they should buckle their seatbelts.  We talk with 
GM engineer Tricia Morrow about a new system called "Buckle to Drive." 
 
5/22/19 
What's Fiat Chrysler going to make at its new Detroit facilities?  Jeeps.  We get specifics of the 
plans from FCA COO Mark Stewart. 
 
5/23/19 
Ford's aluminum pickups are no more expensive to repair than others.  We discuss with 
Matthew Moore of the Highway Data Loss Institute. 
 
5/24/19 
We test drive the Hyundai Elantra and Volkswagen Golf. 
 
5/27/19 
We conduct a farewell interview with outgoing Ford Chief Financial Officer Bob Shanks.  
 
5/28/19 
There are a lot of unanswered questions about a proposed Renault-FCA merger.  We discuss 
some of them with Autotrader analyst Michelle Krebs. 
 
5/29/19 
Expect a lot of growth in electric vehicles in the 2020's.  IHS Markit Analyst Stephanie Brinley 
expects electrics to rise to 7.6 percent of sales by 2026.  
 
5/30/19 
We talk about Renault's history in the U.S. with former PR exec Jason Vines. 
 
5/31/19 
We test drive the Mercedes G Class. 
 
 
 



6/3/19 
Honda feels passenger cars remain important, as they tend to appeal to younger buyers.   We 
hear from their North American sales chief Henio Archangely.  
 
6/4/19 
Cadillac has two new performance sedans.  We talk with GM product development chief Ken 
Morris. 
 
6/5/19 
Nissan could be the odd man out in an FCA-Renault tie up.  We discuss with analyst Rebecca 
Lindland. 
 
6/6/19 
Ford has some ambitious environmental goals.  Director of sustainability Mary Wroten says they 
want to be aggressive, yet realistic.  
 
6/7/19 
We test drive the Kia Telluride. 
 
6/10/19 
Fiat Chrysler has a deal with EV Company Aurora.  We talk with AutoTrader analyst Michelle 
Krebs about the impact. 
 
6/11/19 
Getting prepared for the Eyes on Design classic car show.  We talk with executive director 
Marcus Shelly.  
 
6/12/19 
Bank of America-Merrill Lynch Analyst John Murphy expects new products from Ford to mean 
more than a billion dollars to the company's bottom line.   
 
6/13/19 
Volkswagen has some ambitious electric vehicle plans.  We hear from North America CEO 
Scott Keoh. 
 
6/14/19 
We test drive the Mazda CX-5. 
 
6/7/19 
We talk with David Andrea of who authored the latest study of the relationship between 
carmakers and their suppliers. 
 
6/18/19 
Mercedes has a brand new version of its GLS big SUV.  We talk about it with brand manager 
Paul Harman. 
 
6/19/19 
David Freedman of Consumer Reports is concerned that car makes may not be doing enough 
to get safety technology into vehicles. 
 
6/20/19 
Electric vehicles could have an impact on car dealer’s service departments.  We talk about it 
with Renee Stevens of the company "We Predict" about the changes we can expect. 
 



6/21/19 
We test drive the Toyota Corolla. 
 
6/24/19 
Ford celebrates a billion dollar investment in its Chicago Assembly plant.  Ford President of 
Automotive Joe Hinrichs tells us what the money is being used for. 
 
6/25/19 
Mark Wakefield of AlixPartners gives his firm’s Global Outlook for the auto industry. 
 
6/26/19 
Ford has a new variant of its Super Duty Pickup aimed at the growing off road market.  We 
discuss with Super Duty marketing manager Brian Rathberg. 
 
6/27/19 
What does the second half of the year look like?  We talk with some analysts from Kelly Blue 
Book. 
 
6/28/19 
We test drive the Kia Soul. 

 

 

 


