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WCBU Year in Review

from General Manager R.C. McBride

Like many of you, time still seems to me to be more elastic since March 2020, and 2022 seemed to fly by.
While we continue to grapple with what the “new normal” is, or when it’s coming, or if it’s already here, 'm
proud of another successful year of outstanding community service provided by the WCBU team. Among

the highlights:

* In January, we began an informal but significant content-sharing arrangement with another non-
commercial radio station in Peoria: Strictly Hip Hop (WAZU 90.7 FM/WAZUFM.org). The station airs
two WCBU-produced newscasts every weekday morning and afternoon, allowing local news to reach an
even larger audience.

* To show we can do print media too, the next month we started sharing content with local monthly
newspaper The Community Word (TheCommunityWord.org). Again, the idea is to get local quality
journalism in front of as many people as possible. R.C. McBride

* Speaking of journalism, WCBU’s excellent work was again noticed by its peers. For the second year in a
row, WCBU was won the Illinois News Broadcasters Association’s Crystal Microphone Award as Illinois’
Best Radio Station. INBA also honored Joe Deacon as the state’s Best Reporter. News Director Tim Shelley picked up a second place national
honor from the Public Media Journalists Association for his coverage of public housing in Peoria, and he was honored as part of Peoria
Magazine’s 2022 class of “40 Leaders under 40.” Finally, WCBU won a prestigious Edward R. Murrow Overall Excellence Award for a four-
state area including Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, and Ohio.

* In October, WCBU partnered with the League of Women Voters of Greater Peoria and Bradley University to host a candidate forum featuring
17th Congressional District candidates Republican Esther Joy King and Democrat Eric Sorensen.

* We welcomed several new full-time staffers to the WCBU team in 2022. Jody Holtz is host of A/ Things Peoria and On Deck, while Collin
Schopp is our newest full-time journalist. Bradley student-turned-graduate Holden Kellogg also joined as an audio producer.

* Speaking of students, the WCBU newsroom also mentored young journalists this year and awarded a scholarship to the outstanding Olivia
Streeter. One of the most important things we can do is train and prepare the next generation of journalistic talent.

* Not everything we do is about news. During March, WCBU’s Highway 309 featured women artists exclusively to spotlight Women’s History
month (and received a shoutout from NPR Music!)



—— il
Collin Schopp Jody Holrz

* In August, in one of the more surprising and flattering moments of my professional life, I was elected by
my colleagues throughout the country to serve on the NPR Board of Directors. I was formally seated in
November.

* Finally, near the end of the year and after input from Bradley staff and faculty, the WCBU Community
Advisory Board, WCBU staff, and at-large members of the community, WCBU unveiled a new mission and
vision statements and strategic plan. This plan not only updates where we are and where we're going in our
efforts to best server Greater Peoria, but it aligns with Bradley University’s strategic plan.

We have much to look forward to in 2023. We'll be installing new equipment this summer that will make
WCBU’s broadcast more reliable and sound better. NPR has some cool things ahead, including a streamlined
yet more robust app that will make it easier to read and listen to WCBU and NPR content. You'll start hearing
WCBU refer to itself as part of the “NPR Network,” part of an ambitious, large-scale branding and awareness
effort to double our (WCBU’s and NPR’s) number of users and contributors by 2030.

Holden Kellogg

As we wrap up the fourth year of the unique partnership between Bradley and Illinois State universities to grow

our local coverage—a partnership that serves as a model for the public media elsewhere—I want to again thank

YOU. Without your ongoing support, the continued investment were able to make—whether in equipment, national programming, or local
journalism talent in Peoria—simply can’t happen.

R.C. McBride
General Manager



From the WCBU Newsroom

Most-read stories of 2022
1. Actorney believes DNA evidence will clear Chester Weger in 1960 ‘Starved Rock Murders’ case

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10. Meet the 23-year-old Pekin resident behind the ‘lllinois Storm Community’ Facebook group

Peoria’s proposed passenger rail route would connect the River City to Chicago

Residents object to a plan for affordable housing at a north Peoria apartment complex

A Woodford County dig site may change our understanding of how Mississippian Native American culture grew
Onetime downtown staple Richard’s is reopening on University

‘Heartbreaking ... exhausting ... frustrating: ICU doctor describes neatly 2 years of fighting COVID in Peoria
Ameren customers are about to see a big energy bill increase. Here’s why it’s happening, and how you can offset it
Peoria passenger rail station sites narrowed down to 3 riverfront locations

Peoria first responders using new communication boards for patients facing verbal communication challenges

Election coverage

In October, WCBU was the co-host of the only formal debate in the closely contested 17th Congressional District race between Democrat Eric
Sorensen and Republican Esther Joy King. The forum took place at Bradley University, in collaboration with WGLT, WNIJ, and the League of
Women Voters of Greater Peoria.

WCBU also produced feature-length interviews with each of the congressional candidates for All Things Peoria.

Digging Deep
The newsroom produced several special episodes and series in 2022, including but not limited to:

* A Mother’s Day roundtable discussion with the mothers and grandmothers of those who have lost their lives to gun violence in the city of
Peoria

* A weeklong look at the state of mental health services in the Peoria area, including where the gaps in services lie and actions to address them

* The new “Welcome Home” initiative focusing on the Peoria area’s newest residents

Awards

WCBU was awarded the prestigious Edward R. Murrow Award for Small Market Radio Overall Excellence in Region 7, a four-state region
including Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Michigan. The station also won the Illinois News Broadcasters Association Best Station Crystal Mic Award
in the Small Market Radio category for the second year in a row. WCBU's staff also received recognition for their efforts. Joe Deacon won the
statewide Best Reporter award in the INBA Small Market Radio category. News Director Tim Shelley picked up a second place national honor
from the Public Media Journalists Association for his coverage of public housing in Peoria, and he was honored as part of Peoria Magazine’s 2022
Class of “40 Leaders under 40.”



2022 WCBU
donor roll

$1,500+

Anonymous (3)

Joyce Blumenshine and David
Trachtenbarg

Jennifer Class-Mitchell

Kathleen Close

Michael Coffman

Timothy Conley

Richard and Teresa Cushing

John Dutton

Ambra Haake

Matthew Hendrickson

Peggy Holmes

Elaine and George Hopkins

Diane and John Jordan

Ede and Jim Kidder

Carol Kleimenhagen

Walter Klypchak

Kent Koshkarian

Praveen Kumar and Sara
Verghese

Stephen Plott

Alicia and Todd Popham

Michael Rucker

Estate of Richard Paul Schieler

Neal Senti

Evan Stumpges

Shawn and Angela Weck

$1,000-$1,499

Anonymous

Peter Barclay

Robert Bartelt

Adam Berry

Linda and John Blossom

Bridget Burke and Patrick
Whitten

Sherrie and Gary Campbell

Jananne and Gary Copeland

Terry Glynn

Terry Goff

Christopher Gregory

Benjamin Grethey

Darrel and Jane Gumm

Fredrick and Elizabeth Hoy

Gary Jacob

Scott King

Cherlyn and Michael Lied

Larry and Terry Matthews

Kristin McHugh-Johnston and
Eugene Johnston

Jarl Mohn

John and Pamela Muirhead

Edeltraud Muller

Veronica Ohler

Tom Pelger

Donald and Kathleen Penn

Michael Perez

George and Connie Pogue

Lawrence Resutko

Clarence Robinson

Patrick Roesler

Thomas and Carol Romanowski

Heather Rouleau

Jim Runyon and Katherine Peifer

A. Kurt and Sally Savegnago

Stacy and Greg Smith

Jenny and John Tripses

Andrea Wackerle

Mary and Michael Wallace

Thomas Wyman

Albert Zeller

$500-$999

Anonymous

Shay Allen

Sharon and John Amdall

Bobbie Ashby

Michael Bambrick

Christopher Beasley

Michael Brandt

Teresa Brockman and Michael
Haury

Kristine Bryson

Dennis Carroll

Elaine Chapman

Joanne Corbett

Aaron and Andrea Costerisan

Paul Day

Christopher Dean

Mary Dill

Nicholas Dunne

Jo and Eric Elwood

Jennifer Essig

Rick Fox and Tracy Meints-Fox

Carey French

Jason Friedlund

Mary Jo Garesche

Joseph and Joyce Glawe

Sue and Terry Grabb

Cora Green

Eleonore Hansen

Laurie Hartshorn

James and Beth Hinchee

Martha Huebner

John Imhoff

Alice Johns

Mark and Beth Johnson

Mary Johnson

Tatiana Johnson

Amy and Anthony Jones

Robert Kagy

Johannes Kahrs

Deanna Kennedy

Alan Kenworthy

Beverley Ketel

Clare Koeppel

John Lamb

Emily and Frank Landers

Sally Leavy

Doug and Eileen Leunig

Marilyn and John Leyland

Brenda Macke

Erica Mancuso

Roger and Ruth* Martin

Karen Mattheessen and Tim
Bueter

Thank you to the nearly 100 contributors who supported WCBU at the Day Sponsor
level, giving at least $365 this year. Celebrate the 2022 Day Sponsors and see their

messages at WCBU.org.

Please contact us with additions or corrections at WCBUPeoria@lllinoisState.edu or

(309) 438-3581.

Joe McDade

Linda and Brooks McDaniel

Faye McMullen

Tom and Maryann Mellor

Rick Miller

Ronald Mixer

Donna Moore

Carol and Gary Nelson

William Passie

Carol Pitcher

Edward Rainville

Douglas Rickard and Diane
Lantz-Rickard

Gerard and Elizabeth Rickert

Eric Ross

Brent Ruth and Barbara Kaptani-
an-Ruth

Marge and Bill Semmens

Mary and Bill Shock

Ronald and Cindy Silver

Joshua Struble

Jill Terry

Scott and Jessica Thompson

Connie Torrey-Romanus and
Joseph Romanus

Kathryn and Erik Varness

Julia Veir

Michael and Pamela Wampler

Anne Warth

Rosemary Weber

Jason White

Bonnie and William Williams

Marilyn Worley

Joseph and Lois Yoches

Michael Yoder

*Deceased
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2022 WCBU
Underwriters

AARP IL

Acorn Equality Fund

Ameren

Arc Light Productions

ART INC.

Arts Partners of Central IL, Inc.

Bradley University Chemistry and
Biochemistry

CEFCU

Center for Prevention of Abuse

Central States Media

Change Peoria

Charles Schwab

Chillicothe Public Library District

CityLink

Code Ninjas

Community Foundation of Central Illinois

Community Word

Corn Stock Theatre

COUNTRY Financial Representative Laurie
Adams

David Vaughan Investments, Inc.

Delta Dental

Easterseals Central Illinois

Essig Law Office

Festival 56

General Wayne A Downing Peoria
International Airport

Greater Peoria Economic Development
Council

GROWMARK

Heartland Festival Orchestra

Hoerr Nursery

Community
Adyvisory Board
Members

* Jennifer Essig, Chair
* Becky Doubleday, Vice Chair
* Sara Netzley, Recording Secretary

i3 Broadband

IL Prairie District Public Library
Illinois Farm Bureau

Illinois Shakespeare Festival

Illinois State University Admissions
Illinois Symphony Orchestra

Jay Goldberg Events

Kidder Music

Levitt Amp Galva Concert Series
Mackinaw Valley Vineyard

Martin Media LLC

New World Realty

New World Realty Agent Robin Fosdyck
Nova Singers

OSF Healthcare

Palomar Wealth

Peoria Academy

Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce
Peoria Area Civic Chorale

Peoria Art Guild

Peoria Ballet

Peoria City Council

Peoria Civic Center

Peoria Fine Arts Society

Peoria Public Library

Peoria Riverfront Museum

Peoria Symphony Orchestra

PNC Financial Services Group
Proctor Place

Shine Therapy Services

Soulside Healing Arts

State Farm Agent Aaron Kilgore
Sun Foundation

Town of Normal

Turner Center for Entrepreneurship
Universalist Unitarian Church
Westminster Presbyterian Church

* Jim Runyon, Nominating Chair
* Lenora Fisher

* Diane Hahn

* Tom Mellor

* Megan Pedigo

* Bill Shock

* Chama St. Louis

* Brittany Strickland

* Jessica Thomas

“WCBU provides a critical
resource to our community,
fact-based news that
helps listeners filter out
the noise. Our team
believes that public radio
cultivates an audience
of lifelong learners. As
Benjamin Franklin said, ‘An
investment in knowledge
pays the best interest.’”

Kelly Holloway, ChFC®
Advisor | Director of Client
Engagement at PalomarWealth

* Kiran Velpula
¢ Yolanda Wallace

Ex Officio/WCBU

e R.C. McBride

¢ Melissa Libert

¢ Jennifer Armstrong
* Anna Chumbley
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Community Advisory Board Update

Thank you for taking the time to find out more about how your local public radio Advisory Board is supporting WCBU, one of Greater Peoria’s most
important community resources. On behalf of the board, you should know it’s truly an honor to represent WCBU. The role of the Community Advi-
sory Board is to provide advice, recommendations, and support to the station to help ensure WCBU programming and service, reflecting the diverse
needs and interests of the communities it serves.

You may or may not know that as part of its oversight of affiliated stations, the Corporation for Public Broadcasting requires annual input from its
representative Community Advisory Boards on three topics related to their station: programming, service (beyond broadcasting), and significant
policy decisions.

Programming: In 2021, the board encouraged WCBU to continue its “robust local news coverage” in the upcoming year. Goal achieved—and
more! We are happy to report that WCBU not only maintained superior local news coverage but also expanded it on many fronts, as noted in R.C.
McBride’s Year In Review. And it’s not just our Advisory Board recognizing these accomplishments. For the first time in station history, WCBU won
a regional Edward R. Murrow Award from the Radio Television Digital News Association (RTNDA). Plus, for the second-straight year, WCBU was
awarded Best Station honors from the Illinois News Broadcasters Association (INBA). And there’s more you can read about at WCBU.org.

Service: WCBU is a joint service of Bradley University and Illinois State University. Last year, the Community Advisory Board advised WCBU
management to continue to leverage alignment to Bradley University’s 2021 strategic plan—especially Bradley’s strategic imperative to be welcoming,
caring, diverse and inclusive. From the Community Calendar to local event sponsorship such as Peoria’s annual Juneteenth celebration and Peoria Art
Guild Fine Art Fair, WCBU continues to support the Greater Peoria community in so many ways beyond programming. In 2023, we will be working
with WCBU management to explore more ways we can effectively support station efforts to expand community engagement.

Policy: On significant policy decisions, we continue to support Bradley University as WCBU’s home base. We highly value having a robust, Peo-
ria-based newsroom covering the stories essential to the health of our community. That said, we also believe that strategic partnerships, like the one
between Bradley and Illinois State in support of the station, are essential to the current success and future growth of WCBU. In our view, WCBU has
never been more successful in its long, rich history than it is right now. We are confident that is a trend that will continue.

If you are interested in what we are doing in support of WCBU, we invite you to attend one of our quarterly public meetings—or even apply to join
the board if you are looking to expand your enthusiasm for WCBU and all it has to offer. We look forward to hearing from you.

Jennifer Essig, Chair
Community Advisory Board
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