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City Current Radio Show 

July 5
john.hey@vc3.com
John Hey, Chief Strategist from VC3, discusses how technology and IT leadership are playing a critical 
role during the COVID-19 pandemic and how it relates to overcoming challenges with communication, 
culture and operations. Hey shares some of the things that VC3 is doing, as well as helpful advice and 
best practices for other businesses, organizations and municipalities. Learn more by 
visiting  https://www.vc3.com.
 
JMcMahon@ARS.com
Jim McMahon, Senior Vice President and CFO of ARS/Rescue Rooter, shares perspective on the privately 
held Memphis-based company that has grown to become one of the nation's largest providers of 
residential air conditioning, heating and plumbing services through their network of more than 70 locally 
managed service centers in 24 states with over 7,000 employees. During the interview McMahon 
highlights some of the COVID-19 health and safety protocols with their team and customers, trends and 
technologies for smart homes, and their community and philanthropic efforts, that include St. Jude 
Children's Research Hospital, working with and hiring Veterans, Tim Tebow's Foundation and Night to 
Shine, and their nationwide ARS Cares program, ARS Cares Healthcare Heroes, where they are 
rewarding healthcare workers who continue to keep our community safe with new HVAC systems and 
water heaters. Learn more, schedule your preventative maintenance, or appointment at 
https://www.ars.com.
 
kelley.henderson@acc.cdom.org
Kelley Henderson, Executive Director of Catholic Charities of West Tennessee, discusses the 
organization's mission to provide help to those in need and to bring them hope by supporting them on 
the path from poverty to self-sufficiency. Henderson highlights their programs, community partnerships, 
impact, COVID-19 efforts and pivots, ways to help, and more. Visit https://www.ccwtn.org
 
 
July 12
melaniekeller@meritan.org
Melanie Keller, President and CEO of Meritan, discusses the organization's mission and programs, 
including in-home personal care, home health, job-training for seniors, specialized foster care, and 
family-model residential services for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities; along with 
safety protocols in place and how they are helping those affected by COVID-19. Learn more by visiting 
https://meritan.org
 
jtracy@imcc.com
Joel Tracy, CIO of IMC Companies,  highlights the role of technology in the transportation industry, some 
of the innovations and ways the company has pivoted in response to COVID-19, industry trends, finding 
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and training local talent, encouragement for those who are considering a career in transportation or 
technology or both, and more. Learn more by visiting https://www.imccompanies.com
 
bob@bobfurniss.com
Bob Furniss, Founded Keesha Warrior Princess, a nonprofit named in honor of his daughter, Keesha 
Furniss. Diagnosed with stage-4 metastatic breast cancer at the young age of 30, she battled for four 
years before the disease took her in November 2017.
Bob shares that emotional story and discusses the mission of the organization to save lives by increasing 
early detection and diagnosis of breast cancer in women age 25-45 through education and community. 
He also highlights some lessons learned and how the community can help raise awareness and join in 
the effort. Learn more by visiting https://warriorprincess.org or following them on Facebook and 
Instagram at @KeeshaWarriorPrincess.
 
 
July 19
Andrea.Karduss@smith-nephew.com
Andrea Karduss, Clinical Scientific and Medical Affairs Specialist with Smith+Nephew, talks about her 
role and being a young professional at Smith+Nephew, some of the things she has learned through the 
Smith+Nephew Young Professionals program and what her encouragement for other companies would 
be, advice for other young professionals for career development, and the role that the Society of 
Women Engineers is playing to bring more women into STEM and manufacturing careers. Learn more by 
visiting https://smith-nephew.com/.
 
pbuttsjr@mem10consulting.com
Andrea Karduss., Founder and CEO of MEM10 Consulting, discusses his Memphis based company that 
works with professional athletes, influencers, agencies and teams to plan and execute community and 
philanthropic efforts that generate positive brand awareness and create lasting business opportunities. 
During the interview, Preston discusses their model, lessons learned, advice for building relationships, 
and opportunities to partner and work with MEM10 Consulting. Learn more by visiting 
www.mem10consulting.com.
 
sunkara@thinkebiz.net  lisa@datafacts.com
Lisa May, Senior Vice President of Strategic Solutions with Data Facts, and Sridhar S. Sunkara, CEO of 
eBiz Solutions, discuss their partnership on a Safely Back to Work Mobile Platform that is designed to 
help companies, schools and other organizations bring their employees, students, customers and guests 
safely back into the office. The private label application offers security, access to information and 
resources, tracking and self-reporting algorithms that will ensure everyone is able to maintain proper 
health and safety protocols. Learn more by visiting https://www.thinkebiz.net/ or 
https://www.datafacts.com/.
 
 
July 26
president@jlmemphis.org
Tabitha Glenn, President of Junior League of Memphis, highlights the organization's longstanding legacy 
of promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of women and improving communities through 
effective action and leadership of trained volunteers. During the interview, Glenn discusses their 
organizational structure, training and education programs, mentorship, impact, ways to get involved, 
and more. Learn more by visiting https://www.jlmemphis.org.
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Kevin@goimageworks.org
Kevin Yates, Vice President of Sales for Image Works Commercial Interiors + MBI, discusses some of the 
major trends and considerations in safely bringing employees back into the office and workplace, ideas 
for reconfiguring your floorplans and utilizing existing systems, practical add-ons and future-proofing 
your office furniture with flexibility, sanitization services and ideas for supporting employees who are 
still working from home. Learn more by visiting https://www.goimageworks.org.
 
jmbarzizza@gmail.com
John Barzizza, longtime Board Member with SRVS in Memphis and Chairman of The 22nd Annual 
Sparkling Nights fundraising event that will be taking place virtually on August 20, 2020, discusses the 
history and mission of SRVS, the growth of the organization, programs and services, and why he 
personally has served for so many years. He also highlights the annual fundraising event that will be 
taking place virtually, for the first time, this year, and how everyone can support and participate. Learn 
more by visiting https://www.srvs.org.

Aug 2
Patrick Hampton, Volunteer and Development Manager with Youth Villages, discusses the history, 
programs and impact of Youth Villages, along with the power of serving as a foster parent, mentor or 
volunteer. Hampton highlights their back-to-school community outreach effort, known as Backpack 
Heroes, where you have a chance to help them offer their youth a head start going back to school with a 
new backpack and school supplies. Learn more by visiting https://www.youthvillages.org.
 
writingbydesign7@gmail.com
Paula Anderson, Founder and President of Writing by Design Media, shares information about their 
magazine that supports entrepreneurs, Memphis Small Business Quarterly. The purpose of the magazine 
is to help small businesses and entrepreneurs who may not have access or exposure to traditional media 
outlets, have a voice and a platform to get the word out about their work. Learn more by visiting 
http://www.wdbmedia.co/about-us.html
 
lpowell@alliance-hs.org
Laurie Powell CEO of Alliance Healthcare Services, highlights their mission of promoting wellness in our 
community and how the nonprofit organization has grown to become the largest behavioral health 
provider in Shelby County. Powell discusses their services, like alcohol and drug therapy, individual and 
group therapy, and intervention services, and she shares some of the pivots and lessons learned as a 
result of COVID-19. Powell also talks about the potential new crisis location on Summer and Broad. 
Learn more by visiting www.alliance-hs.org.
 
Aug 9
kdhooker@southwest.tn.edu, Brackin, Anita K. abrackin1@southwest.tn.edu
Dr. Kendricks Hooker, VP of Academic Affairs, and Anita Brackin, Associate Vice President, Workforce 
and Economic Development and Continuing Education, with Southwest Tennessee Community College. 
During the interview they discuss some of the pivots as a result of COVID-19 and how Southwest helped 
students continue moving forward with their learning, new virtual learning options and online student 
supports, summer successes, degree programs that are most relevant now, and how Southwest is 
helping students REIMAGINE their education and future with a new laptop program, tuition free 
financial aid assistance, and more. Learn more by visiting http://southwest.tn.edu.
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jstorck@terminix.com
Jeff Storck, Division Vice President of Terminix South Division, who highlights the history of Terminix and 
its Memphis roots, some of the key pests to be mindful of during the warmer months, tips for 
controlling and reducing mosquito and tick populations, termites and termite swarms, and more. Learn 
more by visiting www.Terminix.com.
 
Chris Miller chrismiller@yuletideop.com, Robert Phillips robertphillips@yuletideop.com
Chris Miller, President and CEO, and Robert Phillips, Director of Marketing, with Yuletide Office 
Solutions, highlight Go Safe by OneScreen, which is a body temperature and facial recognition scanner 
that will allow you to scan and identify people with elevated temperatures safely. The device can also 
detect if a mask is being worn, and if preferred, the device will ask users to wear a mask to enter your 
building. Go Safe by OneScreen is ideal for screening employees, customers, students, event attendees, 
and more. It can be used as a single standalone unit or it can be deployed across a network. Yuletide 
Office Solutions is the exclusive provider of Go Safe by One Screen in the market. Learn more by visiting 
www.yuletideop.com.
 
Aug 16
Dan Greer dan@dangreer.com
Dan Greer, Author of the book, Church Scattered: Christianity for the 21st Century, discusses what led 
him to write the book, some of the major takeaways and lessons, tips for integrating faith into every 
area of life, and more. Learn more by visiting www.churchscattered.com.
 
Romona Jackson rjackson@womensac.org
R. Romona Jackson, Founding President and CEO of The Women's Advocacy Center, discusses how her 
organization serves as a resource for women who have experienced domestic abuse in East Shelby 
County. During the interview, Jackson shares what led her to start the nonprofit, their direct services 
and impact, lessons from her efforts, and how the community can help. Learn more about The Women's 
Advocacy Center by visiting www.womensadvocacycenter.org.
 
Katie Claiborne <kathleen.claiborne@nmss.org>; andrew@sagesouth.com
Katie Claiborne, Development Specialist, Bike MS with the National Multiple Sclerosis Society, and 
Andrew Forsdick, National MS Society Mid-South Chapter Board Chair and Team Captain for Bike MS, 
discuss the history and mission of the National MS Society, programs and progress, pivots with COVID-
19, the longstanding history of the Rockin' Ride event and this year's Virtual Bike MS: Inside Out, where 
everyone can participate and be a part of the effort. Learn more by visiting 
https://www.nationalmssociety.org

Aug 23

American Cancer

Lindsey Langley, Executive Director for the American Cancer Society in the State of Tennessee, highlights 
the organization's efforts across the state, support services that continue through the COVID-19 
pandemic, the focus on research that is taking place in Tennessee to develop new protocols and 
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treatments to fight cancer, the need for financial support and an opportunity to participate in an 
exciting statewide virtual event on Thursday, November 12, 2020.

 

CazaTeatro

Dorimar Ferrer, Executive Director, and Mónica Sanchez, Artistic Director and Co-Founder, 
of CazaTeatro Bilingual Theatre Group in Memphis, who highlight the organization's mission to spread 
and share the Latin American culture through the scenic arts in order to create a unifying bridge for our 
communities, stressing the importance of bilingual education and the richness of our diverse cultures. 
During the interview they discuss the history and programs, the virtual offerings during COVID-19, and 
how the whole community is invited to participate. 

 

Youth Villages

Katie Jones, Director of Development for West Tennessee with Youth Villages, highlights the 
organization's focus on helping children and families live successfully and their efforts to help youth 
across the United States with a wide range of services, including residential treatment, intensive in-
home treatment, LifeSet, foster care and adoption and specialized crisis support. Jones also discusses 
the 38th Annual Youth Villages 5k and 10 Miler presented by Nike and the Memphis Area Association of 
Realtors, which is being held virtually September 5-12, 2020.

 

 

 

August 30

Benjamin L. Hooks Institute for Social Change at The University of Memphis

Daphene R. McFerren, Executive Director, and Thomas Flippen, Board Chair, with the Benjamin L. Hooks 
Institute for Social Change at The University of Memphis, who highlights their mission to further the 
organization's namesake's legacy of public service and commitment to an equitable society, along with 
how they are taking a leadership role in providing awareness, education and advocacy for social justice 
changes for the betterment of the Memphis area. During the interview, McFerren and Flippin discuss 
their programs and initiatives, documentary films, how to get involved and more.

 

Tennessee Fertility Advocates

Mollie Walker, Co-Founder of Tennessee Fertility Advocates, shares the story of starting her family and 
co-founding the grassroots coalition group across the state to make a difference in the world of infertility 
coverage for the state of Tennessee. The pro-family group is advocating to optimize legislation in 
Tennessee to ensure men and women with infertility have the opportunity to access medical treatments 
they need. Currently, Tennessee has no fertility care or fertility preservation coverage.



 

Alpha Omega Veterans Services, Inc.

Cordell Walker, Executive Director of Alpha Omega Veterans Services, Inc. in Memphis, TN, highlights 
the organization's history and efforts over more than 30 years to assist military veterans in reintegrating 
into society. During the interview Walker discusses their services, illustrates some of the challenges our 
veterans face, talks about success stories and how the community can help.

 

 

September 6

Concord Academy

Cece Palazola, Executive Director, and Nan Miller, Event Director, with Concord Academy, a private, 
state-approved school for students with learning and social disabilities in grades 6-12. During the 
interview, Palazola and Miller highlight how the school offers exceptional programs for exceptional 
students, their specialized approach and team members, support services, and how the community can 
help, including helping students with mock job interviews and an upcoming golf scramble at TPC 
Southwind.

 

Girls On The Run Memphis

Joanna Lipman, Executive Director of Girls On The Run Memphis, highlights how the nonprofit helps girls 
develop the physical and social-emotional skills to navigate adolescence and reach their full potential. 
During the interview, Lipman discusses their Fall 2020 program going virtual and how that provides new 
opportunities for girls around the Mid-South to participate, as well as what the program entails, how to 
sign up, and how adults can join in the effort, as well.

 

YMCA of Memphis and the Mid-South

Justin Inskeep, Senior Vice President, New Business/Development with YMCA of Memphis and the Mid-
South, who highlights the long legacy of the Y's efforts in the Mid-South and how they are currently 
responding to meet the new needs of the community by partnering with other organizations to offer 
"learning academies" throughout the Mid-South, in order to provide children with a safe and supportive 
environment for virtual learning. The Y is offering full day care, along with before and afterschool care 
with meals provided, enrichment, small group settings, and safety protocols in place, so they can help 
both parents and students find some normalcy and achieve success during the COVID-19 pandemic.

 

 

 

September 13

CARE for AIDS



Justin Miller, Co-Founder and CEO, and Melanie Passons, Donor Engagement Manager, with CARE for 
AIDS, highlight the story of starting the organization, their efforts to empower people to live a life beyond 
AIDS, and their work in communities and churches across Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. Their holistic 
approach to care includes one-on-one counseling, group therapy, medical guidance, economic 
empowerment seminars, savings groups, discipleship, and more. During the interview, Miller and 
Passons also share success stories and how the community can participate and help.

 

Mednikow Jewelers

Tiffany Brimhall from Mednikow Jewelers, highlights the business' longstanding tradition, dating back to 
1891, of being a part of life's most important occasions. Brimhall spotlights some of the different jewelry 
and brands offered at Mednikow, including rings, necklaces, bracelets, watches, cufflinks, and more. She 
also discusses some of the trends and current hot items, tips for ring buying and how to figure out what 
jewelry makes the perfect gift, and Mednikow's focus on philanthropy and supporting the community, as 
well.

 

Pimentos Kitchen + Market and Holiday Deli & Ham Co

Trey Jordan, Owner of Pimentos Kitchen + Market and Holiday Deli & Ham Co., shares the story of 
starting the restaurants to spend time with his father, their made-from-scratch food and family recipes, 
their expansion with the new Collierville location, new mobile and online ordering system, new menu 
items, and much more.

 

 

 

September 20

Women Ablaze

Linda Lee White, Founder and Executive Director of Women Ablaze Ministries, shares the story of 
starting the ministry to help women coming out of the prison system with a number of re-entry services, 
including housing, clothing and food, life skills and job readiness, mentoring and discipleship, substance 
abuse recovery, transportation, and worship service and bible study. During the interview, Linda also 
discusses how the ministry has changed her personally, some lessons learned, and how to help.

 

Purposity

Blake Canterbury, Founder and CEO of Purposity, discusses the nonprofit platform that partners with 
established nonprofits and school systems to connect the critical, physical needs of people who need aid 
to a vast community of users who want to help. During the interview, Canterbury highlights the 
marriage of purpose and generosity and the power it creates as much for the giver as the recipient, the 
app, and how the platform works. Canterbury also discusses success stories and some of the lessons 
learned.



 

Etron Circuit Labs

Jason J. Lukawitz, President of Etron Circuit Labs, discusses and demonstrates their "intro to electronics" 
curriculum, which is currently in use in middle schools, high schools, colleges, trade and technical 
schools, as well as the Department of Defense. During the interview, Lukawitz talks about engaging 
students through interactive lessons, working with teachers and schools, success stories and much 
more.

 

 

September 27

Memphis International Airport (MEM)

Glen Thomas, Director of Strategic Marketing and Communications/PIO for Memphis International Airport 
(MEM), discusses some of the important updates related to COVID-19, new flight announcements, the 
modernization project, what they are seeing in terms of increased numbers with passengers flying again, 
and more.

 

Memphis Zoo

Matt Thompson, Chief Zoological Officer with the Memphis Zoo, shares some of the history of the 
Memphis Zoo and the special care that the animals receive, along with the bonds created not just with the 
Zoo Keepers but with the visitors, as well. During the interview, Thompson talks about some of the recent 
births at the zoo, saying goodbye to North America's oldest African Elephant Tyranza, and how the 
community has shown tremendous support. Thompson also highlights upcoming events, including Art for 
Elephants on October 2, 2020, Zoo Boo and Zootoberfest taking place throughout the month of October.

 

Momentum Nonprofit Partners

Kevin Dean, CEO of Momentum Nonprofit Partners in Memphis, Tennessee, talks about their innovative 
approach to helping nonprofits in the Mid-South with a free membership, their professional 
development programs, pivots with COVID-19, some recent public policy wins, philanthropic trends, and 
how to get involved.


