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Officials with Southern Airways Express are the United States Department of Transportion will grant a 
waiver request to continue Essential Air Service in Morgantown. 

A petition for a waiver was submitted after the city of Morgantown was notified on March 29th by 
USDOT that it is was in danger of losing its federal subsidy for Essential Air Service after failing to meet 
statutory eligibility criteria. During FY2018, Morgantown received a federal subsidy of $2,988,960 but 
only realized 10,605 total passengers coming through the airport, forcing the rate per passenger up to 
$282. It marked the second straight year Morgantown came in over the mandated $200 per person cap. 

That marked the second year in  a row, Morgantown came in over the cap. In FY17, Morgantown came 
in at $210 per passenger. 

"I think the DOT is hearing and undrstanding what is going on here and as long as the numbers continue 
to grow, we feel confident the waiver will be granted and we'll still be here next year," stated Stan Little, 
Southern Airways Express CEO, on WAJR's Talk of the Town. 

The order states, The U.S. Secretary of Transportation has the authority to grant waivers from the 
subsidy cap subject to the availability of funds on a case-by-case basis. In their petitions for waivers, 
communities must demonstrate how they plan to reach the targets if waivers are granted.

According to data from the Federal Aviation Administration, the total number of passengers at 
Morgantown Municipal Airport has been on a steady decline. For the fiscal year ending on September 
30, 2015, a total of 15,015 passengers were shuttled through Morgantown Municipal Airport. That 
number held steady in FY2016 with 15,009 passengers but sharply dropped the following year.

In FY2017, the total number of passengers fell to 12,241 and declined by another 1,636 passengers in 
FY2018.

"We've spent a lot of time on Capitol Hill to make sure the story of what's going on in this region is 
heard and I think we've been fairly effective with that," Little said. 

What's going on, according to Little, is gradual improvement in the numbers of commerical passengers, 
now that Southern Airways Express has established itself in Morgantown since taking over as the air 
service provider from Silver Airways in 2017. 

Little attributed past declines to the unreliability of Silver Airways and remains optimisitic that increases 
in passengers through the first quarter of the year over 2018 will continue through increased marketing 
efforts. He has also spent time in Washington, DC meeting with USDOT officials face-to-face to lobby for 
Morgantown. 



"We've got to work to maker sure you stay in the club. There are about 200 cities in America that have 
commerical air service where anyone in the world can go online and buy a ticket to your city. Once you 
lose that service it never comes back."
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