
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

Station:   WZZM 13 

Location:   Grand Rapids, Michigan 

For quarter beginning:  

   October 1, 2014   

 

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 

station during the reporting period. 

 

 The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and 

times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues 

of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Date: December 31, 2014            

Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most 

actively addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not 

necessarily in order of importance. Other community problems and needs are 

noted on support documents attached in this report. Those documents also 

reflect local programs that address these needs. 

 

1.  Community Involvement 

2.  Crime 

3.  Diversity 

4.  Economic Development 

5.  Education 

6.  Family 

7.  Government 

8.  Health 

9.  Religion 

10.  Safety 

11.  Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 

issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 

and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following 

pages. 

  

Program Name Schedule 
 (Day/Time) 

Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

 
Friends for Life 

Special 
 
 

 
10/13/14 at 7:30pm 

Local: The Changes Since Ford, Gene Testing, Young Mother, 
African Americans, Race for the Cure, Spy Elite, VAL O’Brien, 
The Mercy Health Partners, Susan Ford & Breast Cancer, FFL 
Pilates In the 40 years since Betty Ford had her 

mastectomy, much has changed in how doctors find and 
treat breast cancer. But one fact remains the same, early 
detection is the key to survival. The Comprehensive 
Breast Center at Lack's Cancer Center also includes a 
genetic testing lab. There, women are now able to find 
out if they carry the breast cancer gene and what their 
chances of developing breast cancer are. It was a breast 
self-exam that led to the early diagnosis of a lakeshore 
mother, who is now a breast cancer survivor or 
"overcomer" as she likes to call it. When it comes to 
breast cancer, African American women have a troubling 
statistic. While they are less likely than other women to 
get it... they have a higher death rate because of it. Here 
in West Michigan, doctors who treat breast cancer have 
many technologies at their disposal. One option, is this 
machine, the Linear Accelerator, here at the Lacks 
Cancer Center. Another technology can cut a woman's 
chances of a second *surgery* after a mastectomy. It's 
called the 'spy elite.' Every year, West Michigan comes 
together to raise money to find a cure for breast cancer, 
to honor those who lost the fight and to celebrate those 
who are survivors. Today is the 13th of the month. On 
this date every month... we at WZZM 13 remind you to 
call, text, tweet or email your "Friend for Life" and remind 
her to do a self-breast exam and about the importance 
of knowing your normal. The 13 Friends for Life project 
was recently strengthened by a partnership with "Mercy 
Health". The daughter of Betty Ford, Susan Ford Bales, 
continues her mother's legacy, as an advocate for breast 
cancer awareness. It is because of the work she and her 
mother did more than 25 years ago, that the nation 
recognizes the month of October, as Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month. 

 
Healthy Heart: AFIB 

 
 

 
10/14/14 at 6:00pm 

It's a condition that can increase your chances of 
having a stroke and you may not even know you have 
it. WZZM 13 Health Reporter Valerie Lego is here with 
why you need to be more aware of this deadly heart 
condition in today's Healthy Heart Report. Nearly 3 
million Americans have atrial fibrillation or Afib. And ten 
percent of them don't even know it. Afib often has no 
signs and there are no reasons to test for it. But it is 
one of the leading causes of stroke ~ and a reason why 



you should listen to your body if you see any of these 
subtle changes. 

 
 

ADHD Cure 
 
 

 
 

10/21/14 at 5:00pm 

 It's estimated some 6 million children in the U-S have 
A-D-H-D... A number that's nearly doubled in the last 
decade. Right now most children with A-D-H-D take 
medication to control their symptoms. But a new study 
is underway to test a new approach. It may look like all 
fun and games but doctors are hoping to have a serious 
impact on patients but using the power of their own 
mind. Doctors plan to test the approach on dozens of 
children over the next four years. If you're interested in 
this technique it is available in Grand Rapids at 
Neurocore. There are several locations and I've 
included contact information on our website at 
wzzm13.com. 

 
ACA Open 
Enrollment 

  
 
 

 
11/14/14 at 5:00pm 

It's that time of year again... Open Enrollment for the 
federally run Healthcare Marketplace begins tomorrow. 
If you're already enrolled... you may be tempted to just 
renew the coverage you already have... but this year 
*more* Michigan insurance companies have joined the 
marketplace.   So while it might be a pain to look 
through all the plans... in the end it could save you a 
few hundred dollars.   Open enrollment lasts until 
February 15th 2015. If you don't enroll in coverage by 
then *and* you don't have alternative health insurance... 
you will be charged a penalty... and it's higher this 
year... $325 for an adult and $162.50 per child. 

 
Get Fit 

 
 

 
11/17/14 at noon 

 

We are at fitness and sports performance on Plainfield, 
and that is because Jen and I have decided to give 
ourselves another 8 week body challenge. Tiffany: We 

have an 8 week body challenge, everyone gets one 
personal training session per week, as well as unlimited 
group training sessions. We also give you a journal to 
keep you accountable because we feel if we only see 
you once or twice a week you can kind of lose track.  
Val: We are ready to get weighed & measured and 
starting off our 8 week body challenge.   

 
Healthy You Preview: 

Epilepsy 
 
 
 

 
11/20/14 at noon 

You may be surprised to hear these facts about 
epilepsy. It is the fourth most common neurological 
disorder. And if a person has just two or more 
unprovoked seizures at least 24 hours apart, they are 
considered epileptic. But one of the "myths" about 
epilepsy is that those who have it, can't live a full life. 
There are many ways to treat, minimize, control and 
even, under the right conditions, eliminate the 
symptoms. Anti-epileptic medications do a great job of 
controlling seizures in about 70 percent of patients. For 
the remaining 30 percent, new surgical breakthroughs. 
If you are currently enrolled in the marketplace for 
insurance... your coverage lasts until December 31st. 
But you must *re-enroll* to have coverage for 2015. 
 

 
Secrets to Healthy 

Sleep 

 
12/1/14 at 5:00pm 

Sleep... it is something many of us do not get enough 
of... but one of the most important things you can do to 
stay healthy. Do you feel tired during the day?? Have 
trouble staying asleep?? Need caffeine to get going?? 
Or have a hard time concentrating?? Then you are 
sleep deprived.  Joining me to help us discover the 
"Secrets to Healthy Sleep" is Brandi Grimmer a 
pharmacists at Keystone Pharmacy in Grand Rapids. 
You talk about the "golden four" what is that and why is 
it important? Problem: Lack of Sleep Cause: Mental, 



Physical, Hormonal or Lifestyle. Solution: Develop a 
Sleep Ritual, Strive for the Golden 4 Hours From 10P 
TO 2A. Thanks for joining us Brandi ~ if you have more 
questions about how to get a good night’s sleep then 
you may be interested in attending Brandi's seminar. 

 
Whooping Cough 

 
12/11/14 at 5:00pm 

Michigan has one of the worst vaccination rates in the 
country... right now only 87% of children are vaccinated 
and that bringing back certain diseases like measles 
and more recently whooping cough. But new rules 
handed down by the Michigan Department of 
Community Health hope to change that. Parents will still 
have the right not have their children vaccinated. But 
starting next year, they'll have to be educated by health 
workers about the vaccines. They will also have to sign 
a form that states parents acknowledge they may be 
putting their children at risk by refusing the vaccines.  

 
Muskegon Man Runs 

Across U.S. 

 
12/23/14 at 5:00pm 

A Muskegon native will participate in more than three-
thousand mile run in the new year to bring attention and 
to help fund efforts to end the problem of childhood 
obesity. Bryce Carlson is an assistant professor of 
Anthropology at Purdue. He joins us now to talk about 
this big race. According to the CDC, childhood obesity 
has more than doubled in children and quadrupled in 
adolescents in the past 30 years. At the present time, 
12.5 million children, ages 6-19 in the United States are 
obese. Many more are overweight. Starting January 16, 
2015, an international team of athletes will begin a 4 1/2 
month journey, running the equivalent of 117 back-to-
back marathons across the United States with the goal 
of inspiring a healthier generation. The Race Across 
USA is a footrace scheduled for January 16 through 
June 2, 2015 (140 days) The running distance from 
California to Washington D.C. will total 3,080 miles. 

 

 

Issue-Responsive Programming 

Local Issue: Local Issue: Try It Before You Buy It: A biweekly segment by our morning anchor, 

Lauren Stanton. Lauren tries new products being introduced into the market. She will try the product & 
give a full report to our viewers. This airs every other Thursday at 6pm. Here are some of our stories. 

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
Kinetic Sand 

 
10/2/14 

 
6:00am 

 

 
2:28 

Kids and parents at 
home... you've of 
course seen Play-
Doh... maybe even 
played with Floam 
or Moon Sand, 
which I've done Try 

It stories on in the 
past with mixed 
reviews... the latest 
kids play material is 
Kinetic Sand.  
Some kids helped 



me put Kinetic Sand 
to the test, in this 
week's Try It Before 
You Buy It. 

 
Try it Special 

 
11/2/14 

 
7:00pm 

 
60:00 

 

WZZM 13 is On 
Your Side with this 
One-hour Prime 
Time Special as we: 
Try It Before You 
Buy it. We’ve tested 
a number of 
consumer 
household products 
from the yard, 
kitchen and bath, to 
just plain old quirky. 
We’ll let you know if 
these products are 
worth spending your 
hard earned dollars 
on. 

 
Dump Cookbook 

 

 
11/20/14  

 
 

 
6:00pm 

 
 

 
3:14 

Just Dump and 
Bake, the creators 
of this recipe book... 
say that's all you 
need to do to create 
quick and easy 
desserts. With 
holiday gatherings 
just around the 
corner, we thought 
now would be the 
perfect time to put 
the recipes to the 
test. Lauren Stanton 
has tonight's try it 
before you buy it. 

 
Jewelry Candles 

 

 
12/4/14 

 
6:00am 

 
2:52 

Candles with hidden 
jewelry or treasures 
inside seem to be 
the latest craze You 
burn down the wax 
and a little envelope 
appears... revealing 
what could be a 10 
dollar piece of 
jewelry... or maybe 
even a 5-thousand 
dollar piece of 
jewelry. But is it 
worth all the hype? 
Lauren Stanton puts 
it to the test in this 
week's Try It Before 
You Buy It. 

 

Local Issue: Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime 

related stories we have covered:   
 



Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
Real Estate 

Death & Danger 
 

 
10/1/14 

 
5:00pm 

 
.20, .25 & 1:30 

There are new 
developments in the 
case of an Arkansas 
real estate agent 
who was found dead 
last week. 50-year 
old, Beverly Carter 
was ready to show a 
home outside of 
Little Rock on 
Thursday. Police 
found her body 
yesterday, buried in 
a shallow grave. 
Carter's death has 
real estate agents 
refreshing 
themselves on how 
to stay safe. WZZM 
13's Peter Ross has 
more on how the 
Arkansas murder 
has rippled 
throughout West 
Michigan. Many 
realtors are women - 
all are refreshing 
themselves, on how 
to stay safe. 

 
Gun Shop Theft 

 

 
10/14/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:40 

An Ottawa County 
gun shop with a 
history of break-ins 
has been targeted 
once again. Early 
this morning, 
deputies found the 
suspect jumping out 
of a window at 
"Felix's Gun Shop" 
in Robinson 
Township. The 
arrested him shortly 
after. 

 
Muskegon Crime 

 

 
10/20/14 

 
Noon 

 
2:15 

Muskegon Heights 
has had more 
homicides this year 
than Grand Rapids -
- even though it's 
only a fraction of the 
size. WZZM13's 
Meghan Bunchman 
spoke with members 
of the Muskegon 
Heights City Council 
-- about how they 
hope to deal with 
their community's 
high rates of violent 
crime. Statistics 



show that Muskegon 
Heights is one of the 
most dangerous 
Michigan cities to 
live in. Your 
chances of 
becoming a victim of 
a violent crime 
statewide is 1 in 
220. In Detroit it’s 1 
in 47. And in 
Muskegon Heights, 
a town of just 
10,000 people, it’s 1 
in 54. 

 
Substance 

Abuse House 
 

 
10/28/14 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:45 

Four million women 
in America struggle 
with drug or alcohol 
dependency and 
only 14% of them 
get the treatment 
they need. Grand 
Rapids is about to 
become home to the 
state's first and only 
'for profit' residential 
treatment program 
just for women. I got 
a sneak peak at the 
Heritage Hill home 
which will serve 
women from not just 
West Michigan... but 
around the country. 

 
Park Twp. 

Murder Trial 

 
11/5/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:39 

The first week of 
trial is underway for 
a West Michigan 
woman accused of 
murdering her ex-
boyfriend. Today... 
prosecutors began 
outlining their case 
against Maryann 
Castorena... 
showing juror’s 

gruesome video 
from the spot in 
Park Township 
where Jose 
Hernandez was 
killed. WZZM 13's 
Alex Shabad is live 
at the Grand Haven 
courthouse with 
what happened in 
court. Nick... we're 
learning more about 
the victim... Jose 
Hernandez. He's 
known as a go-to 
guy at work. And we 
also heard from a 



medical expert... 
who described the 
brutal way he died. 

 
Unwanted 

Guests 

 
11/10/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:39 

Now to a 13 on your 
side watchdog 
report about a good 
deed that went 
wrong. The 
homeowner says 
she invited a woman 
to stay as a favor - 
not knowing she'd 
soon have legal 
rights as a 
permanent resident 
under state law. 
She's being called a 
'professional tenant'. 
Someone who takes 
advantage of the 
system without 
necessarily breaking 
the law. And before 
you let someone 
stay over, you might 
want to pay close 
attention.  

 
Tutor Trial 

 
11/17/14 

 
12:00pm 

 
1:30 

A teenage boy will 
be back on the 
witness stand today 
for the trial of his 
former tutor. The 
jury heard from a 
friend of Abigail 
Simon, who is the 
tutor now accused 
of sexually 
assaulting her 
student. The friend 
said Abbey told her 
that the boy was 20. 
We now know that 
boy was 15 years 
and Simon knew 
that. Simon was his 
tutor while he was a 
student and athlete 
at Grand Rapids 
Catholic Central. 
The two developed 
a friendship and 
then a sexual 
relationship. She is 
now charged with 
four counts of 1st 
degree criminal 
sexual conduct. 

 
Tutor Trial 

 

 
11/22/14 

 
6:00am 

 
1:54 

Abigail Simon a 
former tutor at 
Grand Rapids 
Catholic Central 
testified in her own 



defense yesterday. 
She is facing 
charges of having a 
sexual relationship 
with a 15 year old 
sophomore at the 
school. Simon says 
the football player 
hit her in the face in 
January, raped her 
in March, and then 
again in April.   

 
Shoplifting  

 
11/24/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
3:08 

Watch as this man 
helps himself to 
lingerie and other 
items at the 
Victoria’s Secret on 
28th Street in 
Kentwood. For five 
months, Shavon 
Holt hit the store 
numerous times and 
offered the loot for 
sale on line. And he 
isn’t alone. Need 
new frames for your 
glasses?  How 
about a home 
pregnancy kit? 
Rogaine. Red Bull. 
Or a 32-inch LED 
TV.  

 
Dahlinger 
Murder 

 
12/1/14 

 
11:00pm 

 
2:25 

The fiancee of a 
Grand Rapids 
businessman killed 
for failing to pay his 
prostitute... testified 
today in the first day 
of his accused 
killer’s trial. The 
prosecution says 
Dahlinger invited a 
prostitute to his 
condo last October, 
not for sex, but to 
model lingerie and 
keep him company 
while he smoked 
crack and heroin. 
They say Thomas, 
the prostitute’s 
boyfreind, killed 
Dahlinger when he 
wouldn’t pay her any 
more money.  On 
the witness stand 
Dahlinger's fiancee' 
says this secret 
behavior is a 
complete surprise. 

    Another possible 
solution to the issue 



Grant Police 
Cameras 

12/8/14 5:00pm 1:42 of police 
"accountability" is 
body cameras. 
There are 
departments that 
have been using 
body cameras for 
several years here 
in West Michigan. 
This is what it looks 
like from the officer's 
perspective.  A 
traffic stop along M-
37, in Grant. Bob 
Mendham is the 
Police Chief in both 
White Cloud and 
Grant. White Cloud 
got their body 
cameras six years 
ago. Grant got theirs 
last month. In 
response to recent 
officer-involved 
shootings in other 
states... some say 
ALL officers should 
be required to wear 
the body cameras. 

 
Dahlinger 

Verdict 

 
12/10/14 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:00 

First at five... a jury 
has decided Danyell 
Thomas is guilty of 
killing Grand Rapids 
businessman John 
Dahlinger. Nick and 

Val... it took most of 
the day for the jury 
to come up with 
guilty verdicts on 

four counts, 
including felony 
murder. Thomas's 
family sobbed as the 
verdict was read. 

Thomas was 
charged in the 
robbery and murder 
of Grand Rapids 
businessman John 
Dahlinger. It 

happened last 
October at 
Dahlinger's condo 

near Knapp and 
Dean Lake. Thomas 
faces mandatory life 
in prison when he is 
sentenced on 
January 13. 

 
GR Lawsuit 

 
12/16/14 

 
Noon 

 
1:05 

A former Grand 
Rapids clerk is suing 
the city for one-



million dollars. The 
lawsuit was just filed 
in federal court this 
morning. WZZM 
13's Sarah Sell has 
the details... she 
joins us live in the 
information center 
with more. Parks is 
suing the city for 
one million dollars, 
claiming that she 
was wrongly fired 
back in October of 
last year. 
Parks, is the 
granddaughter of 
the city's only 
African American 
mayor, Lyman 
Parks. She was 
appointed to the 
clerk's position in 
2008. Shortly after 
she was fired last 
year for "poor 
performance", some 
residents came out 
in her defense. 

 
New Michigan 

Laws 

 
12/29/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
 

 
1:52 

 
 

With the new year 
comes new laws in 
the state - including 
the phase out of one 
called a "death 
penalty for drivers" 
by a state lawmaker. 
Eleven years ago, 
the state was 
struggling to find 
money. One way it 
patched budget 
holes was enacting 
a new driver 
responsibility fee. 
No one liked it, and 
it will soon start 
fading away. The 
fee was like a 
double jeopardy for 
drivers - punished 
two times for moving 
offenses. 
Ostensibly, its 
purpose was to 
punish bad 
drivers...but years 
ago - even the 
lawmaker who wrote 
the law had regrets. 

 



Local Issue: Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic 

slowdown. Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s 
a look at some business issues for the 4th quarter of 2014. 

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
Real Estate 

Danger 
 

 
10/1/14 

 
5:00pm 

 
.25 & 1:30 

Carter's death has 
real estate agents 
refreshing 
themselves on how 
to stay safe. WZZM 
13's Peter Ross has 
more on how the 
Arkansas murder 
has rippled 
throughout West 
Michigan. Many 
realtors are women - 
all are refreshing 
themselves, on how 
to stay safe: Cindy 
Minnema says she 
never pulls into a 
home's driveway, 
the ten year realtor 
says she doesn't 
want to be cornered 
in. Minnema has a 
concealed weapon 
permit - and recently 
enlisted training for 
her fellow agents 
from a martial arts 
studio. 

 
Alliance for 

Health 

 
10/2/14 

 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:50 

There's a shake up 
tonight at Alliance 
for Health in Grand 
Rapids. The 
organization has 
historically 
advocated for a 
reduction in health 
care prices for 

people and 
businesses but now 
its mission appears 
to be changing. At a 
closed meeting on 
Monday a group of 
Alliance board 
members voted to 
change directions... 
moving toward 
becoming an 
'insurance-based 
agency.'  

  
10/14/14 

 
6:00am 

 
.21 

New jobs are 
coming to West 
Michigan this 



Business 
Expansion 

morning thanks to 
Profile Industrial 
Packaging. They 
announced their 
plans yesterday... 
for a $26-million-
dollar expansion. 
The company will 
add 50 positions 
over the next three 
years... including 
office... sales... and 
manufacturing jobs. 
Officials say the 
growth will also 
move them to a 
bigger space on 
Alpine Avenue in 
Walker. 

 
CS Illegal 
Meeting 

 

 
10/28/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:30 

A new contract for 
the city manager of 
Cedar Springs is 
coming under fire; 
but not necessarily 
for the added perks. 
Two council 
members are suing 
the city, claiming 
Board members met 
in secret to discuss 
City Manager Thad 
Taylor's contract.    
The lawsuit filed in 
Kent County Circuit 
Court seeks to undo 
the Aug. 21st vote 
and demands that 
the city conduct its 
business in public.  
The public will have 
a say in the matter 
next week, when 
four of seven council 
seats are up for 
grabs. 

 
Elections: Social 

Media 

 
10/28/14 

 
5:00pm 

 
3:00 

One week and 
counting… Next 
Tuesday... voters 
across the state will 
go to the polls to 
vote on everything 
Governor, to the U-
S Senate to 
hundreds of local 
races. Joining me 
now is Associate 
Professor Danielle 
Leek from Grand 
Valley State 
University. She's an 
expert in media 
strategy, voter 



behavior... and 
social media. To 
help you make an 
informed choice on 
election day... check 
out our Michigan 
Election Guide on 
WZZM 13.com. It 
has information on 
hundreds of 
candidates and 
many of the races 
you will find on the 
ballots here in West 
Michigan. 

 
West Shore Mall 

Changes 

 
11/1/14 

 
7:00am 

 
1:50 

Big changes could 
soon come to a 
struggling mall in 
Holland Township. 
We're hearing about 
a plan to turn the 
"Westshore Mall." 
into an outdoor 
shopping center. 
WZZM 13's Alex 
Shabad has more 
on how the plan fits 
into a national trend 
called "de-malling." 
Owners of the mall, 
based in Southfield, 
are planning to turn 
the mall into an 
outdoor shopping 
center called "The 
Shops at 
Westshore". 

 
GR Term Limits 

Impact 

 
11/5/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:24 

First at six, a coming 
shakeup in the 
leadership of the 
City of Grand 
Rapids. Mayor 
George Heartwell 
and four other city 
commissioners will 
have no chance of 
re-election next 
year... due to newly 
instated term limits. 
The amendment to 
the city charter 
passed by 11-
hundred votes last 
night. This prevents 
Mayor Heartwell 
from seeking a 
fourth term in office 
next year. Today, he 
says he's not 
surprised by last 
night's vote. 
He says people 



often say "yes" to 
term limits, without 
fully understanding 
the ramifications.   

 
MIM: Koegel 

Meats 

 
11/5/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:00 

Tonight, our made in 
Michigan report 
comes from Flint. Its 
home to Koegel 
{COE-GULL} Meats, 
where they make 
meat products the 
old fashioned way. 
John Koegel, our 
tour guide, is the 
company's 
president. Koegel 
makes 35 meat 
products - delivered 
and sold throughout 
Michigan, 
frankfurters, 
viennas, bologna 
and more. The 
recipe comes from 
Koegel's 
grandfather Al, the 
company's founder. 
He moved to Flint 
from Germany - 
hoping to grow with 
the city's thriving 
auto industry Today, 
100 people work at 
Koegel.  

 
GRBJ: Gill 
Industries 

 
11/17/14 

 
6:00am 

 
.56 

The owners of a 
Plainfield Township 
auto supplier are 
celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of their 
business, but are 
making plans for 
another milestone -- 
becoming a one-
billion dollar 
company. Now the 
owners are 
launching Gill 
Electronics to 
develop wireless 
technology. Based 
on their plans for 
sales and 
acquisitions, they 
expect Gill 
Industries to 
become a one-
billion company 
within the next five 
years. 

  
11/25/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:18 

It seems people 
can't get enough 
products that are 



MIM: Mitten 
Crate 

 

 “Made in 
Michigan". And 

there's a company 
that brings those 
products to your 
door, every month. 
Tonight, a look at 
the mitten crate. 

 
Gas Tax Meeting 

 

 
12/8/14 

 
12:00pm 

 
2:00 

There is just over a 
week left in 
Michigan's lame 
duck session... And, 
Lawmakers still 
haven't reached an 
agreement on road 
funding. Several 
lawmakers met with 
local and county 
leaders this 
morning. Everyone 
agreed something 
needs to be done to 
fix Michigan's 
crumbling roads. But 
House and Senate 
lawmakers want to 
take very different 
paths getting it 
done. As you know, 
the State Senate 
passed a package 
of bills that would 
raise 1.2 billion 
dollars by doubling 
the current 19 cents 
a gallon gas tax.  

 
State Legislature 

 
12/11/14 

 
6:00pm 

 

 
2:57 

One week. That’s 

how long lawmakers 
in Lansing have to 
reach agreement on 
a number of 
proposed bills. The 
Lame Duck session 
wraps up on 
December 18th. 
Finding a way to fix 
Michigan's roads 

remains the top 
issue. A road deal 
will likely take 
another week. The 
state senate and 
house have each 
passed very 
different plans to 
raise over a billion 
dollars a year. The 
house plan has city 
and school officials 

very worried: 

    First at five... 
Muskegon County 



Muskegon 
Unemployment 

12/15/14 5:00pm 1:51 reaches a major 
milestone in the jobs 
market. New 
numbers show the 
county's 
unemployment rate 

is the lowest it's 
been in more than a 
decade. The last 
time the 
unemployment rate 

was this low in 
Muskegon County 
was in 2001. It's 
been steadily 
improving over the 
past year. And 
today, there's a 
reason to celebrate. 
The spokeswoman 
from Michigan 

Works says with 
fewer jobs 
available... it 
becomes harder to 
find qualified 
workers. So she 
expects the next 
step to be higher 
wages. 

 
Gas Tax & 
Truckers 

 
12/23/14 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:35 

We have new 
details about how 
Michigan's new road 
funding proposal 
would impact one 
major industry 
across the state. 
Today - truck drivers 
are reacting to the 
new plan, which 
among other things, 
would increase 
registration fees for 
trucking companies. 
The legislation 
would raise truck 
registration fees by 
30 percent over a 4 
year period, 
according to the 
Michigan Truckers 
Association. 
That means costs 
would rise from 
about 16-hundred to 
about 22 hundred 
dollars per truck. 

 



Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 

regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need.  

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 
 

 
Truancy 

Problems in 
Schools 

 
10/5/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:40 

It's a last resort, but 
it does happen. Kids 
hauled into court for 
missing school. To 
help combat the 
problem, School 
leaders are meeting 
with police and 
social agencies to 
reduce truancy 

rates in Grand 
Rapids. Our 
Watchdog team has 
been looking into 
the chronic problem 
of truancy and the 

recent efforts to get 
kids back in the 
classroom. 

 
Truancy 

Enforcement 
 

 
10/12/14 

 
9:00am 

 
1:27 

In 2012 Grand 
Rapids was one of 
10 Michigan 
School Districts... 

with truancy rates 
above 25 percent. 
Tonight WZZM 13's, 
John Hogan goes 
along with police as 
they implement part 
of the solution. 
Grand Rapids public 
schools has a list of 

54 kids with 10 or 
more unexcused 
absences. Some of 
their parents were 
visited today by 
truancy officers and 
Grand Rapids 
police. 

 
Mind Meets 

Music 
 

 
10/27/14 

 
5:00pm 

 
1:07 

A Grand Rapids 
based non-profit is 
the ONLY 
organization in 
Michigan to receive 

a two million dollar 
grant from the US 
Department of 
Education to use 

towards art 
education.   
Mission of Mind 
Meets Music: We 



use music to 
increase academic 
and literacy skills in 
at risk Kindergarten, 
First and Second 
grade students. 

 
Hudsonville & 

Jenison 
Lockdowns 

 

 
10/28/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:30 

There has been yet 
another threat at a 
school in West 
Michigan. The 
latest, which 
happened late this 
morning, put two 
districts into 
lockdown. It's being 
called a "soft-
lockdown".  
Students at 
Hudsonville High 
School and the 
Freshman building 
were kept inside 
their classrooms. 
The Jenison School 
district also put kids 
on a "soft-lockdown" 
as a precaution. 
This is the second 
"swatting" incident in 
Ottawa County 
within the past two 
months. The 
Coopersville school 
district was hit in 
September. 

 
Mosaic Film 

Festival 

 
11/2/14 

 
7:00am 

 
.32, .29 

The Mosaic Film 
Experience is 
hosting a festival 
next weekend. It is 
for high school & 

college students to 
use film as a forum 
to push creative 
thinking, and 
explore themes like 
diversity and 
adventure. The 
Mosaic Film 

Experience (MFE), a 
two-day global film 

competition with a 
local emphasis, 
helps connect young 
people with the 
world of filmmaking 

& celebrates 
creative thinking & 
discovery while 
using the themes of 
youth in today’s 

world - diversity, 
adventure, learning.  



The festival kicks off 
on Friday, 11/7, with 
HS students 
attending film 
screenings and 
panel discussions 
throughout the day. 
This festival is a 
platform for high 
school & college 
students from 
around the world to 
showcase their 
films. 750 films 

FROM 46 
COUNTRIES were 
submitted to the 
festival, with 

thousands of dollars 
up for awards.  

 
Tutor Trial 

 
11/17/14 

 
12:00pm 

 
1:30 

A teenage boy will 
be back on the 
witness stand today 
for the trial of his 
former tutor. The 
jury heard from a 
friend of Abigail 
Simon, who is the 
tutor now accused 
of sexually 
assaulting her 
student. The friend 
said Abbey told her 
that the boy was 20. 
We now know that 
boy was 15 years 
and Simon knew 
that. Simon was his 
tutor while he was a 
student and athlete 
at Grand Rapids 
Catholic Central. 
The two developed 
a friendship and 
then a sexual 
relationship. She is 
now charged with 
four counts of 1st 
degree criminal 
sexual conduct. 

 
Union High 

Hero’s 
 

 
11/21/14 

 
11:00pm 

 
1:52 

Some Union high 
school student-

athletes can be 
excused - if they 
sleep in a little late 
tomorrow. The three 
Grand Rapids boys 
got home very late 
last night, after 
going way out of 
their way - to make 



sure a stranger got 
home safely. 

 
Pyramid School 

 
11/26/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
1:24 

Two thirds of a 
million square feet 
lie inside the 
Pyramid and 181 
acres surround it. 
Engineering 
students will be able 
to put products to 
the test, just like 
Steelcase used to. 
There is one 
hundred thousand 
square feet of 
manufacturing and 
test lab space - half 
a million square feet 
of office and 
classroom space 
and a state of the art 
IT and Technology 
Center. The man 
leading this effort is 
Jerry Zandstra. The 
educational 
programming will 
focus on STEM - 
science, technology, 
engineering and 
math plus the arts.  
There are two huge 
film studios inside 
and they will be put 
to good use. 

 
G.R. Islamic 

School 

 
12/7/14 

 
6:00am 

 
2:02 

Grand Rapids' first 
Islamic grade 
school is opening 

next fall... and 
today... organizers 
held an open house 
to gauge the 
community's 
support. It was 
standing room only 
at the new academy 
as hundreds of 
people packed into 
the building located 
near East Paris and 
Burton Street to 
learn more about 
what the new 
school will offer. 

 
GVSU Expansion 

 
12/9/14 

 
11:00pm 

 
1:50 

The biggest 
University in the 
Grand Rapids area 
is expanding. Grand 
Valley State 
University is growing 
its footprint in 
downtown. The 



President of the 
University 
announced this 
afternoon a new 
facility for the 
school's health 

programs. This is a 
70 million dollar 
expansion for Grand 
Valley State. And 
this deal wouldn't 
have happened 
without Spectrum 
Health. This is the 
university's health 
and sciences 
building.  The plan is 
to build another 
health and sciences 
building just as big, 
right next door.  It's 
all part of a swap 
with Spectrum 
Health.  Grand 
Valley will give its 
parking lot on 
Lafayette and 
almost two million 
dollars to Spectrum 
in exchange for the 
GVSU parking lot on 

Michigan Street.  
That will be the site 
of the new building.  
Local economists 
say the health field 
is where it's at. 

 
State Legislature 

 
12/11/14 

 
6:00pm 

 
2:57 

One week. That’s 

how long lawmakers 
in Lansing have to 
reach agreement on 
a number of 
proposed bills. The 
Lame Duck session 
wraps up on 
December 18th. 
Finding a way to fix 
Michigan's roads 

remains the top 
issue. A road deal 
will likely take 
another week. The 
state senate and 
house have each 
passed very 
different plans to 
raise over a billion 
dollars a year. The 
house plan has city 
and school officials 

very worried. 
Students - like those 



touring the capitol 
Thursday - would 
suffer, some say... if 
the sales tax on 
gasoline was slowly 
repealed, as the 
house proposes. 
That gasoline sales 
tax now goes to the 
cities and towns, 
and the school aid 

fun. 

 
I Dream 
Beautiful 

 
12/21/14 

 
9:00am 

 
.46 

This evening, 
families and children 
in West Michigan 

will be treated with a 
Christmas party like 
none other. The 
More Self Less "I 
Dream Beautiful" 
Christmas party is 
tonight. There's a lot 
of community 
involvement, from 
grandmas making 
pies, to high 
schoolers filling 

stockings, talk about 
that. Tonight, at 
North Point 
Christian School at 

3101 Leonard NE 
Grand Rapids, MI. 
Runs from 5-8 pm. 
You can see how 
your $5 donation 
can go toward 
sleeping bags, 
household’s items 
and supplies, or 
other fun things for 
these families. 

 
GVSU Top 

School 

 
12/30/14 

 
5:00am 

 
 

 
.23 

Grand Valley State 
University is the top 
school in the country 
when it comes to 
getting students 
ready for careers. 
That's according to 
the non-profit group 
"Educate To Career" 
or "E-T-C." The 
group considered 
more than 12-
hundred colleges, 
before naming G-V-
S-U it's "college of 
the year" for 2014. 
 E-T-C says Grand 
Valley graduates are 
highly likely to get 
well-paying jobs 



which utilize their 
field of study. 

 

 

 


