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Public Issues identified by community leaders and the general public important to Wisconsin 

Rapids and surrounding communities are: Economy including jobs and unemployment; 

Government including national, state and local; Environment including wildlife and 

management; Education including opportunities and costs; Health including safety, insurance 

coverage and sickness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Economy:  Date Aired: January 2, 2013 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment 

Length :20  Congress approved a plan last night to avoid the “fiscal cliff” House Republicans 

voted 257 to 167 to send the Senate measure to President Obama for his signature. Wisconsin 

House members voted 5-to-3 in favor of the compromise Republicans Jim Sensenbrenner, Tom 

Petri, and Sean Duffy were the state’s lawmakers to vote no. House Budget Chairman Paul Ryan 

of Janesville said he voted yes to protect as many Americans as possible from a large tax 

increase. 

 

 

Date Aired: January 2, 2013 Time 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  Triple-A reports 2012 

saw the highest average gas prices ever. The national average price for a gallon of gas last year 

was three dollars, 60 cents. That’s nine cents higher than the previous high set in 2011. 

Wisconsin did not see any record highs this year. Gas hit 3.93-a-gallon around the first of 

September – and it’s been going down pretty much since then.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: January 15, 2013 Time 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Wisconsin food prices rose 

by two-percent last year. The state’s Farm Bureau Federation says the market has become stable, 

after a couple of volatile years when the cost of transporting your food fluctuated. Spokesman 

Casey Langan says energy prices have become a lot steadier. However, Langan says you might 

see higher grocery prices in the New Year as the result of tighter supplies of meat and dairy 

products. Date Aired: February 16, 2012-December 31, 2012 BOA Recorded PSA :30  Saving 

for the Future. Radio Ad Council talks of saving from every check 

 

 

 

Date Aired: January 18, 2013 Time 6, 7and 8AM Segment Length :20  Wisconsin’s new 

unemployment rate is the lowest since December of 2008. State officials said yesterday that the 

seasonally-adjusted jobless rate for December was six-point-six-percent. Officials also said 

yesterday that Wisconsin gained an estimated 45-hundred private sector jobs in December. But 

that was almost off-set by a drop of 32-hundred jobs in Wisconsin’s public schools and local 

governments.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: January 23, 2013 Time 7and 8AM Segment Length :18  A new survey shows slight 

improvement in how bank executives view Wisconsin's economic health. The Wisconsin 

Bankers Association surveyed nearly 100 CEOs with headquarters in the Badger State. 



Twenty-seven percent say they think the state economy is in good health, while 71% rate it as 

fair and 2% call it poor. A year ago, 9.5% said it was poor. 

 

 

Date Aired: January 28, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  The number of 

Wisconsinites resorting to bankruptcy continues to go down, as the economy keeps slowly 

improving. According to federal court records, just over 25-thousand state residents filed for 

bankruptcy last year. That’s down seven-percent from 2011. 

 

 

 

Date Aired: February 16, 2012-December 31, 2012 BOA Recorded PSA :30  Saving for the 

Future. Radio Ad Council talks of saving from every check 

 

 

 

Date Aired: February 7, 2012-December 31, 2012 BOA Recorded PSA :30  Emergency 

Business Plan. FEMA offers help to aid in emergency.   

 

 

 

Date Aired: February 7, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  Home Depot says they 

plan to start filling more than 80,000 seasonal positions for what the company calls their “busy 

season”. A recovery of the housing market is being credited for the increase in work staff. Rival 

Lowe’s plans to add 45,000 part-time seasonal jobs and 9,000 permanent jobs.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: February 19, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Wisconsin home sales 

continued to be strong last month. The state’s Realtors Association says over 500 more homes 

were sold this January than last for a year-to-year increase of 18-point-three percent. The median 

resale price for the month was up three-point-four percent from last year’s. Home sales were up 

in all parts of the state last month.  

 

 



 

Date Aired: February 20, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  The New Page 

Corporation says it will lay off 300 of its six-thousand workers at eight plants – but officials did 

not say how many workers would be let go at each facility. Almost a third of the company’s 

personnel work at plants in Wisconsin Rapids and Stevens Point, as well as a 

research-and-development facility in Biron. New Page blames an ongoing drop in the demand 

for paper for the cuts.  

 

 

Date Aired: March 22, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  The Wausau Paper 

Corporation has announced plans to sell its specialty paper business – including its Rhinelander 

and Mosinee mills – to a new investment firm. K-P-S Capital Partners of New York plans to buy 

Wausau’s printing-and-office papers division for 130-million dollars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government:  Date Aired: January 16, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  

Governor Walker said last night that Wisconsin is moving forward. In his annual 

State-of-the-State address, the Governor said unemployment is down and the economy is 

improving. He also called for safe, environmentally-sensitive mining legislation. Majority 

Republicans are expected to unveil their mining proposal today. 

 

 

 

Date Aired: January 17, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  As the mayor of Oak 

Creek looked on yesterday, President Obama called on Congress to approve the nation’s most 

sweeping gun regulations in at least 20 years. Steve Scaffidi said that as a Republican, he did not 

agree with all of the president’s ideas. But as the mayor of a city where six Sikh worshippers 

were killed at their temple last August, Scaffidi said it’s time to get past politics and start a 

discussion on gun control.– both of which Oak Creek’s mayor supports. Scaffidi also said 

Republican President Ronald Reagan supported a ban on assault rifles in the 1980’s. 



 

 

Date Aired: February 8, 2013 Time 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Political leaders are 

calling on the state to rethink its decision to award an education contract to an out-of-state 

company. State Senate Democratic Minority Leader Chris Larson and Democratic State 

Representative Mandy Wright say the state will lose hundreds of jobs by choosing Infinite 

Campus of Minnesota over Skyward, a Stevens Point company. A spokesperson for the DOA 

says the department is currently in negotiations with Infinite Campus. Skyward has to appeal the 

decision by next week.  

 

 

Date Aired: February 14, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Governor Walker says 

he will not propose a full expansion of Medicaid in Wisconsin under the federal health care 

reform law. The Republican told the state’s largest business group yesterday that he wants to 

empower people to control their own destiny, and make fewer people dependent on the 

government. Democrats blasted the move, and some said Walker was putting politics before 

people. 

 

 

Date Aired: March 22, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  Marathon County Sheriff 

Randy Hoenisch submitted his retirement papers this week, and will vacate his office by 

tomorrow. The sheriff announced his retirement on Feb. 22 and was waiting for paperwork to 

arrive to complete his retirement. The governor’s office will be in charge of hiring Hoenisch’s 

replacement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment:  Date Aired: February 7, 2012-December 31, 2012 BOA Recorded PSA :30  

Ban The Beetle Campaign. Explains importance of not moving firewood from different regions.  



 

 

Date Aired: January 3, 2013 Time 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Chronic wasting disease 

continues to move northward in Wisconsin’s deer herd. The Wisconsin Department of Natural 

Resources says two deer have testified positive for chronic wasting disease -- one each in 

Portage and Juneau counties, both deer were taken on November 18th.  It's the first time wild 

deer have testified positive for the disease in both counties. DNR has been sampling in Portage 

County for 10 years after the disease was discovered on a former game farm. 

 

 

Date Aired: February 1, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  Wisconsin fish experts are 

creating a new statewide management plan for panfish – and they want to hear from anglers. The 

D-N-R will hold two dozen public meetings around the state over the next two months. The first 

meeting will be held in Stevens Point on February 12th. The full schedule is at the D-N-R’s Web 

site.  

 

 

Date Aired: March 8, 2013 Time 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :23  After nine-and-a-half 

hours of debate, the state Assembly voted 58-to-39 last night to make it easier for the largest 

mine in Wisconsin history to be built in the far north. All Republicans voted yes and all 

Democrats voted no. A small number of protestors jeered majority Republicans as they left the 

Assembly floor. The bill now goes to Governor Walker. The head of the Bad River Indian tribe 

says he’ll use quote, “every avenue of resistance” to try-and-stop the proposed iron ore mine 

from being built upstream from his reservation. Mike Wiggins told reporters at the State Capitol  

that his tribe will be ready to use lawsuits, its federal water quality powers – and even what he 

called grassroots resistance to stop Gogebic Taconite.  

 

 

Date Aired: March 14,2013 Time; 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Another large fish kill is 

expected this spring on the Big Eau Pleine Flowage south of Wausau . Tens-of-thousands of fish 

died in 2009 from a lack of oxygen. And the state D-N-R says an even bigger fish kill is possible 

this spring – because the dissolved oxygen levels are much lower than those recorded four years 

ago. The fish kill is bad news for area anglers. It comes just a few weeks after the World Ice 

Fishing Championship was held on Big Eau Pleine.  

 

 

Date Aired: March 28, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :19  Last year was a bad one for 



Wisconsin’s maple syrup crop. Highs in the 60s last March caused the sap to stop flowing. 

Cooler conditions this year have improved the outlook. The sap flows the best when daytime 

highs are in the low 40s and night time lows are in the 20s. Producers say this year’s 

temperatures and conditions should mean production will return to normal levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education:  Date Aired: June 12, 2012-December 31, 2012 Recorded PSA Segment Length 

:30 BOA. Stay in School Campaign explains importance of education. 

 

 

Date Aired: January 1, 2013-December 31, 2013 BOA Recorded PSA :30 Stop texting and 

driving campaign. Explains the importance of paying attention while driving. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 12, 2012-December 31, 2012 Recorded PSA Segment Length :30 BOA. Hope 

for Mortgage. Program offers information to homeowners on various financial options. 

 

 

Dates Aired: February 22, 2013-July 1, 2013 Recorded PSA :30 BOA. Portage County Reading 

Roundtable. Event includes promoting and helping kids learn to read. 

 

 

 

Date Aired: January 4, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Wisconsin had 



six-percent more traffic deaths last year than the previous year. The state D-O-T said 601 people 

were killed on state highways in 2012, that’s 36 more than the year before. The State Patrol says 

motorcycle deaths rose by 34-percent last year, due mainly to dry weather and an early spring 

that kept motorcyclists on the roads longer.  

 

 

Date Aired: January 10, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  The United States suffers 

far more violent deaths than any other wealthy nation. According to a report released Wednesday 

by two of the nation's leading health research institutions. Gun violence is just one of many 

factors contributing to lower U.S. life expectancy. The United States has about six violent deaths 

per 100,000 residents. None of the 16 other countries included in the review came anywhere 

close to that ratio. Finland was closest to the U.S. ranking with slightly more than two violent 

deaths per 100,000 residents. 

 

 

Date Aired: January 16, 2013 Time 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18 For the first time, more 

people in Wisconsin are being cremated after death than are being buried. The state Health 

Services Department says that 47-percent of people were cremated in 2011, and 46-percent were 

buried. About six-and-a-half percent were entombed – and less than one-percent donated their 

bodies to medicine or science. 

 

 

Date Aired: January 22, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  Wisconsin’s high 

school graduation rate has gone up every year since 2003. The U-S Department of Education 

says that 91-percent of public school students finished high school in four years. That’s 

five-percent above the state’s rate from seven years earlier. And Wisconsin’s graduation rate is 

now 13 points above the national average. 

 

 

Date Aired: January 28, 2013 Time 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  A gun show near Wausau 

attracted three times as many people as a year ago, as customers buy weapons they fear could be 

banned soon. Over two-thousand people showed up for the weekend gun show at the Cedar 

Creek mall – and sporting rifles that normally sell for 900-dollars were going for over 

two-thousand dollars each. Suppliers say they’ve had trouble keeping up with the demand. 

 

 



Date Aired: February 6, 2013 Time: 8AM Segment Length :18  The U.S. Postal Service plans to 

stop delivering letters and other first-class mail on Saturdays beginning Aug. 1, although 

packages will continue to be delivered. The U-S Postal Service says it wants to get people and 

businesses ready for the change by announcing it now. Officials say the end of Saturday delivery 

would save an estimated two-billion dollars a year.  

 

 

Date Aired: February 12, 2013 Time 7 and 8AM Segmrnt Length :15  For the 10th year in a 

row, telemarketers are the Number-One consumer complaint in Wisconsin. The state’s 

Consumer Protection agency says landlord-tenant disputes were a distant second on the state’s 

list,. Various tele-communication complaints were third, followed by identity theft and home 

improvement scams are Number-five. 

 

 

 

Date Aired: March 7, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :12  Wisconsinites will soon 

get Amber Alerts on their cell-phones. The Justice Department said it will become part of a 

national effort to send Amber Alerts to wireless devices, in areas where children are reported 

missing or in trouble.  

 

 

Date Aired: March 12, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  Special interest groups are 

starting to spend almost as much as the candidates themselves in trying to tell Wisconsinites how 

to vote. The Wisconsin Democracy Campaign estimates that 44-percent of the total spending in 

the 2010-and-2012 state and federal elections came from outside groups. That’s up from 

32-percent from 06-and-’08. Mike McCabe of the Democracy Campaign says it won’t be too 

long before outside groups have a bigger say than the candidates in political ads. 

 

 

Date Aired: March 12, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  Students in Nekoosa were 

sent home early yesterday after a threat was made. The school district decided to lock down the 

facilities for a search of the buildings-and-grounds, nothing was found. Officials say a student 

was taken into custody. Nekoosa Police continue to investigate. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Health:  Date Aired: February 7, 2012 August 31, 2012 BOA Recorded PSA :30  Food Safety 

Tips.  USDA explains importance of washing surfaces etc…  

 

 

Date Aired February 7, 2012-December 31, 2012 BOA Recorded PSA :30  Pertussis Prevention 

Information for parents, precautions and warning signs.                                                                      

 
 

Date Aired: April 25, 2012-December 31, 2012 BOA Recorded PSA :30 National Rosacea 

Society explains the warning signs of the facial disorder. 

 

 

Open Season on Cancer Dates Aired: March 14, 2013-June 1, 2013 Recorded PSA :30 BOA. 

Event raises money for the Ronald McDonald House of Marshfield 

 

 

Date Aired: February 5, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  A new one-million-dollar 

bond was set yesterday for Marshfield murder suspect Gabriel Campos, on a charge that he tried 

to have a fellow jail inmate kill a man that Campos’s ex-girlfriend was seeing. The 21-year-old 

Campos was already charged with homicide in the stabbing death of 18-year-old Maisie 

McCullough last September. Yesterday,. Campos also changed his plea on his original homicide 

count to insanity – and Circuit Judge Todd Wolf ordered a mental exam. Campos is scheduled to 

enter a plea to the new charge on February 26th. A four-day trial on his homicide charge is set to 

begin June 24th.  

 

 

 



Date Aired: February 22, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  If you got a flu shot 

over the past few months but still caught the bug, you're far from alone. A new C-D-C report 

says this season's flu shot is only nine-percent effective for people 65 and older. The reason why 

is still unknown. For all age groups, the federal report says the shot is only proving to be 

56-percent effective.  

 

 

Date Aired: February 25, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Wisconsinites as a 

whole appear to be making less money at their jobs. The U-S Labor Department said average 

private sector wages for last July through September dropped by one-point-two percent from the 

same time in 2011. Wells Fargo Bank economist Brian Jacobsen said there’s been a move toward 

lower-paying jobs – and he called that troubling. The new report shows Wisconsin created 

almost 20-thousand-500 new jobs in the year ending in September – much less than in previous 

quarters. The state averaged over 37-thousand new jobs year to year for the last seven quarters 

before this one.  

 

 

Date Aired: March 1, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16   Zachary Confections of 

Indiana has recalled certain lots of its Chocolate Covered Marshmallow Eggs because the treats 

may be contaminated with salmonella.  The Chocolate eggs were shipped to retail stores in 

Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota and Wisconsin. Consumers should return them to 

the purchase place for a refund. 

 

 

Date Aired: March 4, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Wisconsin’s flu season 

was the worst in years, and it started much earlier than normal. Diane Rodd of the Wood County 

Health Department says it has peaked in many areas, and the worst is over but there’s still at 

least some flu going around. Wood, Marathon, and Portage counties have had over three times as 

many residents hospitalized by the flu this winter than last.  

 

 

Date Aired: March 4, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  Wisconsin snowmobile 

deaths are at their highest in three years. Two more riders were killed over the weekend, bringing 

the total to 18 for this snowy winter. Only 10 were snowmobilers died during last season’s mild 

winter. This winter the deadliest since 2010, when 21 people lost their lives in snowmobile 

crashes. 

 



 

Date Aired: March 5, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Police in Stevens Point 

say a teenager was attacked while out for a jog. They say the girl was jogging near the UWSP 

campus Sunday afternoon around 3:00 when she was approached by a man asking for directions. 

Authorities say the man grabbed her arm and tried to pull her toward his car. But she was able to 

get away. Police say the man is described as white in his 50s, with a stocky build, weighing 

around 200 pounds with a gray beard. They say his car is light blue or gray with a red emblem on 

the front grill. If you have any information call Stevens Point Police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Events:  Sportainment Night January 22, 2013 Dates Aired: January 1, 

2013-January 21, 2013 Recorded PSA :30 BOA. Event sponsored by Lincoln High School 

Sports and Entertainment Marketing Students.  All proceeds were donated to the Tri-City 

Children’s Dream Foundation. 

 

 

Evening of Chocolate Decadence February 7, 2013 Dates Aired: January 14, 2013-February 6, 

2013 Recorded PSA :30 BOA. The Epilepsy Foundation Heart of Wisconsin fundraiser at the 

Stevens Point Country Club. Involvement includes event sponsorship, on-air mentions and 

donation of prizes. 

 

 

American Agriculture Appreciation Banquet March 11, 2013 Dates Aired: February 21, 

2013-March 10, 2013 Recorded PSA :30 BOA. Event is sponsored by The Portage County 



Business Council. Involvement includes Master of Ceremonies from Market Manager Charlie 

Thomas. This event promotes and recognizes outstanding contributions in agriculture in our 

community 

 

 

Glen Gerard Magic Show March 23, 2013 Dates Aired: March 8, 2013-March 22, 2013 

Recorded PSA :30 BOA. Family Event sponsored by the Noon Lions Club all proceeds go 

towards various community projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


