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Public Issues identified by community leaders and the general public important to Wisconsin 

Rapids and surrounding communities are: Economy including jobs and unemployment; 

Government including national, state and local; Environment including wildlife and 

management; Education including opportunities and costs; Health including safety, insurance 

coverage and sickness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Economy:  Date Aired: April 3, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17   

Wisconsinites with overdue electric bills are being warned that the state’s winter moratorium for 

cutting off service will end on April 15th.  The state Public Service Commission bars utilities 

from cutting off electric and natural gas service between November first and April 15th so no 

one gets left in the cold.. The P-S-C urges those customers to contact their utilities and set up 

payment plans.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 8, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  Gasoline in Wisconsin is 

about six-cents cheaper than last Monday. The state’s Triple-“A” said the average price of 

regular unleaded is 3.62-a-gallon this morning, almost one-and-a-half cents less than yesterday. 

Triple-“A” says gas is 31-cents cheaper than on this date a year ago.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 12, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  Wisconsin had the nation’s 

fifth-largest increase in new claims for unemployment benefits. Labor officials said that of 

March 30th, Wisconsin’s new benefit claims were up by almost 16-hundred from the week 

before. The state did not give a reason. Pennsylvania had the largest increase. 

 

 

Date Aired: may 17, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :25  Wisconsin’s job picture is 

either exciting or lackluster, depending on which political party you believe. A federal report 

yesterday showed that the state lost 22-thousand-600 private sector jobs during April. The report 

also said Wisconsin’s seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate was seven-point-one percent last 

month, same as in March. State officials meanwhile released a much rosier report  It showed 

that Wisconsin gained 62-thousand jobs in the first two years of the Walker administration. The 

state is ranked 44th in job growth. Also, the 62-thousand jobs are a quarter of the 250-thousand 

Governor Walker promised in his 2010 election campaign. 

 

 

Date Aired: May 29, 2013 Time 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  U-S home prices in March 

were up 10.9% from a year earlier, the biggest rise in nearly seven years. Consumer confidence 

rose in May, to its highest level in over five years. This gave a boost to investors, and the Dow 

Jones Industrial Average set a record at Tuesday's close. 

 

 

 



Date Aired: June 6, 2013 Time 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  Another report shows that 

Wisconsin’s economic recovery lags behind most other states. The Federal Reserve Bank of 

Philadelphia ranks the Badger State 49th in an index of leading economic growth indicators, only 

Wyoming is worse. Wisconsin was one of just five states to have an overall decline in growth 

indicators.  

 

 

Date Aired: June 7, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  U.S. employers added 175,000 

jobs in May. The Labor Department says the unemployment rate rose to 7.6 percent from 7.5 

percent in April. The increase occurred because more people began looking for work. Employers 

have added an average of 155,000 jobs in past three months. 

 

 

Date Aired; June 7, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM segment Length :20  An economic indicator from 

the Federal Reserve Bank ranked the state 49th, when it comes to economic growth. Marquette 

University Economist Dr. Abdur Chowdhury says the manufacturing sectors are suffering the 

most because of direct competition with foreign companies - and the outlook over the next two to 

three years looks bleak. He adds that political turmoil within the state is also having an impact. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 11, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  Much of the state saw near 

record-breaking gas prices yesterday, with Triple-A reporting an average of $4.01 a gallon. 

Higher prices were recorded in Milwaukee at $4.07 a gallon, Pam Moen with Triple-A 

Wisconsin says Midwest refinery outages and maintenance is primarily to blame for the recent 

hikes.  

 

 

Date Aired: June 18, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  Good news for the housing 

market in the state. The Wisconsin Realtors Association says for the 23rd-straight month, home 

sales are on the rise - up 18-point-two percent from a year ago. New listings also are up by 

16-point-four percent.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: June 28, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :25  Governor Walker says 

Wisconsin is making good progress in creating jobs, even though it’s only half the pace of what 

he promised before he was elected. A federal report yesterday said Wisconsin ranked 33rd 



among the 50 states in the growth rate of private sector jobs last year. . Wisconsin added just 

over 32-thousand private sector jobs last year, a one-point-four percent increase from the 

previous year. The national increase however was two-point-three percent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government:  Date Aired: April 2, 2013 Time 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  About 

20-percent of Wisconsin’s eligible voters are expected to go to the polls today to decide a pair of 

statewide contests. Supreme Court Justice Pat Roggensack and state school Superintendent Tony 

Evers are both going for their second terms. Also, voters will elect or re-elect almost 

seven-thousand local government and school board posts throughout the Badger State. And there 

are almost 80 referendums of various types. Polls opened at seven this morning, and they’ll close 

at eight tonight.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 3, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court will continue to have a conservative majority, after incumbent Pat Roggensack was 

re-elected to a second 10-year term yesterday.  Roggensack received 57-percent to 43-percent 

for Marquette law professor Ed Fallone. State public school Superintendent Tony Evers was 

easily re-elected yesterday, 61-to-39 percent over state Assembly Republican Don Pridemore.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 3, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Wood County sheriff's 

K-9s will now have GPS tracking systems. Wood County Sheriff Thomas Reichert to says it's 

thanks to a donation. K-9 officer Toro was missing for almost two days last month. after he ran 

away during the search of a car. The Wilderness Sportsmans Club of Wood County donated one 



of the collars. A family donated the other. The sheriff says he is proud of the people that have 

stepped up to provide these GPS units for the dogs. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 4, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22   The battle over public 

union bargaining rights in Wisconsin has cost taxpayers almost 850-thousand-dollars in legal 

bills – with more on the way. Taxpayers also shelled out two-million dollars to defend the 

Republicans’ redistricting plan – and lawsuits are sure to come over the new mining incentive 

law. Assembly Democratic Minority Leader Peter Barca says Wisconsin may be Number-One in 

the country in litigation.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 10, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  Two U-S senators are 

expected to announce a bi-partisan deal today to expand background checks for gun buyers. And 

it could snuff out a filibuster planned by gun control opponents that include Wisconsin 

Republican Ron Johnson. West Virginia Democrat Joe Manchin and Pennsylvania Republican 

Patrick Toomey will announce details of their agreement at a morning news conference. Johnson 

says he’s against the expanded background checks –  Johnson was among 13 Senate 

Republicans pushing for a filibuster to block the legislation. 

 

 

 

Date Aired: April 12, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :16  The White House is 

calling yesterday’s U.S. Senate vote on gun legislation the first step toward sensible gun laws. 

Senators have set the stage for a debate after getting enough votes to set aside a threatened 

filibuster yesterday by Republicans including Wisconsin Senator Ron Johnson. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 18, 2013 Time: 6 and 7AM Segment Length :18  Wisconsin cast a split vote 

when the U-S Senate said no to expanding mandatory background checks for gun buyers. 

Republican Ron Johnson helped strike down the mandate, while Democrat Tammy Baldwin 

favored the requirement to check the backgrounds of buyers at gun shows and private 

transactions. The measure fell five votes short of the 60 needed for passage.  

 

 

 



Date Aired: April 26, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  The 20 year old Marathon 

County Jail inmate who attacked two guards will have to face a trial. Fredrick Morris made a 

court appearance Wednesday under heavy security, waiving his right to a preliminary hearing. 

He’s accused of attacking two corrections officers at the jail last month. Thirty-six year old Julie 

Christensen was knocked unconscious in the attack and suffered serious injuries. She remains in 

the intensive care unit at a Wausau Hospital.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 6, 2013 Time: 6 and 7AM Segment Length :23 Wisconsin Republicans have 

gone to bat for a Stevens Point company that says it would have to move out-of-state if it does 

not win an appeal of a state contract. A bill from two central Wisconsin Democrats would 

endorse more than one supplier for a new statewide database of public school students, but it’s 

been stuck in a committee for two months.  Now, Assembly Republican Don Pridemore of 

Hartford says he’s working on a more flexible bill to allow any number of vendors in a 

free-market set-up. Most schools now use either Skyward or the Minnesota firm of Infinite 

Campus for their local databases.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 30, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  The Wisconsin Legislative 

Joint Finance Committee has delivered what appears to be a big win for Stevens Point company 

Skyward. The committee voted to change how the state contracts for a statewide student 

information system. That means multiple companies including Skyward could provide the 

services. Both Democrats and Republicans say the move will help keep the company and its 290 

jobs in Wisconsin. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 5, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  The Wisconsin 

Legislature’s finance committee worked all night to finalize its version of the proposed state 

budget. Among other things the committee endorsed a tax break for parents who send their kids 

to private schools. The panel okayed a modified return of private bail bondsmen.  

 

 

Date Aired; June 6, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  There’s a report that 

Wisconsin Republicans were planning to double the amount that people can give to political 

candidates, and let corporations give to the state’s political parties. The idea was put on hold for 

now. Mike McCabe of the Wisconsin Democracy Campaign slammed the idea of increasing 

donation limits. He said quote, “Only the political establishment thinks there’s too little money in 

politics.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment:  Date Aired: February 7, 2012-December 31, 2013 BOA Recorded PSA :30  

Ban The Beetle Campaign. Explains importance of not moving firewood from different regions.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 9, 2013 Time: 6 and 7AM Segment Length :18  The Domtar biomass plant in 

Rothschild is on schedule to start generating power this year. Construction at the quarter million 

dollar plant started in August 2011. Owners say 50 to 75 tractor trailer trucks will bring treetops 

and branches into the plant each day. The wood debris will come from within a 75-mile radius. 

 

 

Date Aired: April 10, 2013 Time: 6 and 7AM Segment Length :29  A Chippewa tribal leader 

urged Wisconsin lawmakers yesterday to solve what he called a “breakdown in communication” 

between Indians and state leaders. In the annual State-of-the-Tribes address to the Legislature, 

Lac Courte Oreilles chairman Gordon Thayer laid out the tribes’ differences with the state over 

mining, hunting, and spear-fishing. That prompted Assembly Republican Bill Kramer of 

Waukesha to walk out, Kramer said Thayer called for collaboration while quote, “telling us 

everything we did wrong.” Thayer took the D-N-R, lawmakers, and Governor Walker to task, 

saying, quote,“The beauty of our state isn’t just about job creation.”  

 

 

 

Date Aired: April 23, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length : 20  After one of the toughest 

seasons for maple syrup production in recent history last year, this season is shaping up to be one 

of the best. Syrup producers say the same below-average temperatures that are holding back 

vegetation growth is helping keep taps flowing on maple trees. Some producers say it’s been the 

best season is maybe 15 to 20 years 



 

 

Date Aired: April 30, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  The long winter has 

Wisconsin farmers off to their slowest spring planting start on record. Half the state’s oat crop is 

normally in the ground by now. But this year’s planting was only five-percent complete as of 

Sunday – Records show it's the latest start in 30 years. 

 

 

Date Aired: May 1, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  Despite the recent rains there 

are 10 counties at a very high risk for wildfires. The D-N-R says the 10 counties with the highest 

fire risks at the moment are Marathon, Clark, Wood, Portage, Jackson, La Crosse, Monroe, 

Trempealeau, Juneau and Adams counties.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: May 30, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Efforts to restore wetlands in 

Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota will get federal grant money through the North 

American Wetlands Conservation Act. A total of 2-point-4 million dollars will be going to 

Ducks Unlimited. Its three projects will protect wetland and grassland habitat for migratory 

birds, and restore more than three thousand acres of wetland in the Lake Michigan watershed. 

 

 

 

Date Aired: June 18, 2013 Time: 6, 7and 8AM Segment Length :13  Maple syrup production in 

the state has hit a 20-year high. The Ag Department says farmers produced 265-thousand gallons 

of syrup this season, the highest amount ever recorded since the U-S-D-A began tracking maple 

syrup in 1992.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Education:  Date Aired: June 12, 2012-December 31, 2013 Recorded PSA Segment Length 

:30 BOA. Stay in School Campaign explains importance of education. 

 

 

Date Aired: January 1, 2013-December 31, 2013 BOA Recorded PSA :30 Stop texting and 

driving campaign. Explains the importance of paying attention while driving. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 12, 2012-December 31, 2013 Recorded PSA Segment Length :30 BOA. Hope 

for Mortgage. Program offers information to homeowners on various financial options. 

 

 

Dates Aired: February 22, 2013-July 1, 2013 Recorded PSA :30 BOA. Portage County Reading 

Roundtable. Event includes promoting and helping kids learn to read. 

 

 

 

Date Aired: April 5, 2013 Time 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Public school officials say 

they’ve squeezed out as much savings as they possibly can – and they need more state aid. 

Governor Walker’s decision to freeze public school aid, while spending more on private school 

vouchers, was a major topic yesterday at the Joint Finance Committee’s first public hearing on 

the new state budget. Hundreds of people attended the all-day hearing, held in Greendale. The 

finance committee will hold three more budget hearings, one on Monday in Green Bay, 

Wednesday in Lake Delton, and April 18th in Baldwin.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 15, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  It’s Tax Day – and despite 

having months to prepare, thousands of Wisconsinites have waited until the last minute to file. 

As of April first, about a million state tax returns had not been filed yet. Midnight is deadline to 

either send the returns on your computer, or make sure they’re postmarked. Those who can’t file 

on time are being urged to seek extensions with the I-R-S.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 19, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  A statewide tornado drill 

that was delayed yesterday will take place this afternoon. Wisconsin Emergency Management 



delayed the annual drill by one day, because of the heavy rains yesterday throughout the Badger 

State. A simulated tornado watch will be issued at one this afternoon, and a simulated tornado 

warning will go out at 1:45. There were only four tornadoes in the state last year but the average 

is 23 a year.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: May 1, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Problems have been building 

for years at the Marathon County Jail in Wausau. That’s what a citizens committee was told 

yesterday, as it begins to consider improvements in the jail’s procedures following the attacks of 

two correctional officers by an inmate in late March. A sheriff’s lieutenant said some jail officers 

have waited for years to get basic training – even though the state requires such training to be 

completed within one year on the job. 

 

 

Date Aired: May 9, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  A new study out yesterday 

shows gun-related homicides and crimes are down from 20 years ago. The Pew Research Center 

study found U.S. gun homicides rose in the 1960s, and 1970s, peaked in the 1980s and the early 

1990s, and then plunged and leveled out the past 20 years. Despite the decline, the United States 

still has a higher rate of homicide than other developed countries. 

 

 

Date Aired: May 17, 2013 Time 7 and 8AM Segment Length :21  Once again this Spring, 

Wisconsin authorities will try to convince more of us to buckle up. The “Click It or Ticket” 

campaign begins Monday and runs through June second. Officers will spend more time looking 

for those not wearing their seat belts and shoulder harnesses. The State Patrol says over 

100-thousand tickets were issued last year to violators. Surveys show that one of every five 

Wisconsin motorists do not wear seat belts – more than the national and Midwest averages.  

 

 

Date Aired: May 24, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  The Memorial Day 

Weekend will be very busy on Wisconsin highways – but not as busy as a year ago. The 

Triple-“A” says travel is expected down by one-point-six percent from last year. Part of it 

appears to be the higher gas prices, the average statewide price of regular unleaded is almost 

3.95-a-gallon, 23-cents more than this time last year. 

 



 

Date Aired: June 4, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :17  For the next three days, 

Wisconsin law enforcement will step up their safety checks of large commercial vehicles. The 

State Patrol is taking part in the annual Road-Check program put on by the Commercial Vehicle 

Safety Alliance. Officials say the goal is to get more truckers to comply with all the equipment 

regulations. 

 

 

 

Date Aired; June 4, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :15  The U.S. Supreme Court 

rules police can take DNA legally from people who are arrested, without a warrant. The decision 

came on a narrow 5-4 vote. At least 28 states and federal government now take DNA swabs after 

all arrests. Police want to use the DNA information to solve old cases.  

 

 

Date Aired: June 27, 2013 Time: 6 and 7AM Segment Length :26  Governor Walker will sign a 

bill today to forgive state income taxes for military troops killed in combat. 24-year-old Army 

Lieutenant David Johnson was killed last year in Afghanistan. His father Andrew said he was 

shocked that the state would not forgive his son’s income taxes, after the federal government 

forgave what David owed the I-R-S. . The new law will forgive state income taxes for the year in 

which a soldier dies, plus the year before. About 150 Wisconsin troops have died in combat since 

the 9-11 terrorist attacks in 2001.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: June 28, 2013 Time: 6 and 7AM Segment Length :16  The defense will make its 

case today in the trial of Rory McKellips, a former central Wisconsin girls’ high school 

basketball coach accused of sexually assaulting a player. Marathon County prosecutors rested 

their case yesterday, after more than three days of testimony. It was not immediately known 

whether the 56-year-old McKellips would testify in his own defense. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Health:  Date Aired: February 7, 2012 August 31, 2012 BOA Recorded PSA :30  Food Safety 

Tips.  USDA explains importance of washing surfaces etc…  

 

 

Date Aired February 7, 2012-December 31, 2013 BOA Recorded PSA :30  Pertussis Prevention 

Information for parents, precautions and warning signs.                                                                      

 
 

Date Aired: April 25, 2012-December 31, 2013 BOA Recorded PSA :30 National Rosacea 

Society explains the warning signs of the facial disorder. 

 

 

Open Season on Cancer Dates Aired: March 14, 2013-June 1, 2013 Recorded PSA :30 BOA. 

Event raises money for the Ronald McDonald House of Marshfield 

 

 

Date Aired: April 1, 2013 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Marathon County officials 

say they don’t think low staffing levels contributed to an attack last week which has left a 

corrections officer in critical condition. The attack on the 36 year old female jail guard happened 

last Wednesday when she was hit in the head. A second guard was injured when he came to her 

aid. Six years ago a consultants’ report indicated the jail was so understaffed the people working 

there could be in danger. Staffing levels in the Marathon County Jail were even lowered than 

when the report was filed in 2007.  

 

 

Date Aired: April 16, 2013 Time 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  Wisconsin’s two 

intelligence centers are helping out with the investigation into yesterday’s bombings at the 

Boston Marathon. The Statewide Information Center in Madison and the Southeastern Wisconsin 

Threat Analysis unit are both working with local-and-federal homeland security officials in 

Boston. About 450 state residents were entered in the Marathon and the 350-plus finishers from 

Wisconsin all escaped injury. 



 

 

 

Date Aired: May 6, 2013 Time: 7and 8AM Segment Length :15  Wisconsin's traffic deaths fell 

sharply in April. Twenty-eight people died in crashes during the month, 17 fewer than last year 

and 16 fewer than the five-year average. Traffic crashes in the state had killed 134 people this 

year by the end of April, also down from a year ago. 

 

 

Date Aired: June 5, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :20  The Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services is warning residents of West Nile Virus. The department says last year, there 

were 57 cases of West Nile - well over the 10-12 reported in previous years. An expert with the 

department says the virus is not curable, so prevention is an important step: Including the use of 

chemical and natural sprays and dumping long-standing water.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: June 12, 2013 Time: 8AM Segment Length :17  Two fire departments in our area 

will be combined. Both boards in the Town of Rib Mountain and the Village of Weston voted 

unanimously Tuesday to combine the two fire departments. But this decision means every 

firefighter and EMT will lose their jobs and have to re-apply. Officials say they aren't sure how 

many employees the new department will hire. 

 

 

Dated Aired: June 12, 2013 Time: 6 and 7AM Segment Length :26  Democrats in the Wisconsin 

Senate blocked approval yesterday of a Republican bill to require women to get ultrasounds 

before getting abortions. The hold-up won’t be long, as G-O-P Senate leaders said the bill would 

come up again at eight this morning. New Berlin Republican Mary Lazich proposed the bill, 

saying it would reduce the numbers of abortions. Governor Walker said he would sign the bill if 

it gets to his desk. The bill also requires abortion doctors to have admitting privileges at hospitals 

within 30 miles of their clinics. Planned Parenthood has said the measure would force its 

Appleton clinic to close. 

 

 

 

Date Aired: June 14, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  The State Assembly 



yesterday approved three bills to restrict abortion rights. All Republicans voted yes and all 

Democrats voted no as the house sent Governor Walker a bill to make abortion candidates get 

ultrasounds so they can see the fetuses they want to give up. The Governor has said he would 

sign the measure. Assembly Republicans also sent two other abortion bills to the Senate.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: June 21, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM Segment Length :18  The BloodCenter of 

Wisconsin is looking for donations as they bracing for a blood shortage this summer, when 

donations traditionally drop by about 20%. That's mainly because blood drives at high schools 

and universities shut down with students on break. Vicki Bohman helps run the BloodCenter's 

site in Marshfield, Bohman says the BloodCenter of Wisconsin sites provide blood at 59 

hospitals statewide.  

 

 

 

Date Aired: June 25, 2013 Time: 7 and 8AM  Segment Length :20  Wisconsin is the 

second-worst state in the country in providing dental care to low-income kids. A study by the 

Pew Charitable Trusts shows that 71-and-a-half percent of Wisconsin children on Medicaid did 

not see a dentist in 2011. Only Florida was worse. The Pew study also said Wisconsin dentists 

get the nation’s fifth-lowest reimbursements to serve patients in programs like Badger-Care. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Events:  Open Season on Cancer Dates Aired: April 29, 2013-July 31, 2013 

Recorded PSA :30 BOA Fundraiser and Awareness Program to fight cancer 

 

 

Race for the Heart June 15, 2013 Dates Aired: May 14, 2013-June 14, 2013 Recorded PSA :30 

BOA Fundraising event for the Boys and Girls Clubs 

 

 

Tees for Kids golf scramble June 17, 2013 Dates Aired: May 27, 2013- June 16, 2013 Recorded 

PSA :30 BOA Fundraiser for the Children’s Miracle Network  

 

 

Cap Services Head Start Dates Aired: April 1, 2013-July 1, 2013 Recorded PSA :30 BOA Head 

Start helps children with special needs 

 

 

Community Foundation Grants Dates Aired May 13, 2013-August 14, 2013 Recorded PSA :30 

BOA The program helps area business to compete 

 

 

 

 

 

 


