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            2016 POLITICAL ADVERTISING POLICY STATEMENT 

PRIMARY ELECTION POLITICAL WINDOW 3/19-5/5/3 

GENERAL ELECTION POLITICAL WINDOW 9/9-11/8 

 

 

This policy statement clarifies WXIN/WTTV’s current policy concerning political advertising by 

legally qualified candidates for public office. It supersedes any prior rate cards or policy 

statements. 

 

RATE POLICY: As required by federal law, WXIN/WTTV charge candidates the lowest unit 

charge offered by each station for the same amount, type and class of advertising for a “use” by 

the candidate during the 45 days before primary elections and the 60 days before general and 

special elections (referred to below as “LUR windows”). Outside the LUR windows, political 

advertisers are charged rates comparable to those charged to WXIN/WTTV’s commercial 

advertisers. 

 

DAYPARTS AND ROTATIONS: Generally, advertising time is sold by time periods or 

particular programs, which are priced individually, as well as broader daypart rotations, which 

are also priced accordingly. WXIN/WTTV’s political rate cards estimate the applicable rates, as 

required by law, for the time periods most often requested by political candidates. The stations, 

on request, will negotiate combinations of these or other rotations or packages, or quote rates for 

announcements shorter or longer than 30 seconds, to fit an advertiser’s needs. WXIN/WTTV 

also will sell advertising on a run-of-schedule (ROS) basis, where spots are scheduled throughout 

the broadcast day, solely at the stations’ discretion. 

 

RATES: All time sold to both political advertisers and commercial advertisers on WXIN/WTTV 

is preemptible without notice or non-preemptible. Lower-priced preemptible spots are subject to 

preemption by advertisers paying a higher rate. The likelihood that a candidate’s spot will be 

preempted depends on advertiser demand, but is usually no more than 20%. (The station will 

provide a current estimate on request at the time an order is placed.)  WXIN/WTTV will permit 

candidates, upon request, to purchase advertising at the station’s effective selling rate prevalent 

at the time (a higher rate, normally charged to commercial advertisers, with a near-zero risk of 

preemption), or at fixed-position rates, to further minimize the risk of preemption. Non-

preemptible time, once an order is confirmed, will air as scheduled and will not be preempted 

without the advertiser’s prior consent, except in cases of a program emergency. Candidates will 

receive account credits or rebates if time is paid for more that the lowest unit rate paid for 

advertising that is actually broadcast in a given week for the same class of time and time period 

purchased. WXIN/WTTV’s political rate cards may be changed from time to time without 

notice, and will reflect customary rate changes for the changes in the program schedule. As 

required by law, candidates for federal office must provide a written certification to WXIN/ 

WTTV when an order is placed to be entitled to the station’s lowest unit charge. 

 

CANDIDATE DISCOUNT RATE: During the LUR windows, WXIN/WTTV also offer 

legally qualified candidates a discounted rate that provides fixed-position protection at a price 

below the station’s fixed rate, as shown on the stations’ rate cards. 
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PRIMARY BROADCAST SIGNALS ONLY: WXIN and WTTV newscasts and certain other 

programs are streamed live over the Internet via the stations’ websites. Commercial time 

purchased for the broadcast signal does not run in the Internet video stream. WXIN/WTTV will 

quote rates for commercial time on the Internet video stream, or on the stations’ digital multicast 

networks, WTTV.2, Antenna TV and THIS TV, on request. 

 

RATINGS PROJECTIONS: At a candidate's request, WXIN/WTTV will sell advertising in 

certain programs on the basis of a ratings projection. The ratings projection will be as mutually 

agreed in writing between the station and the advertiser at the time of the order. Ratings 

projections do not affect the risk of preemption. The ratings projection will be based on 

“overnight” Nielsen ratings reports. Unless some other measurement period is agreed to a 

particular case, a ratings projection will cover the advertising purchased during an agreed-upon 

period of time (no longer than two weeks), and the total rating achieved by the candidate's 

advertising during that period will be compared with the projection over the entire measurement 

period. If the post-analysis shows that the projection has been missed by at least 10%, the 

candidate will be entitled to a credit toward the purchase of additional advertising time on the 

station, to be used before the election, subject to availability. If the credit is not used before the 

election, the candidate will be entitled to a refund. WXIN/WTTV does not issue ratings 

projections for orders purchased at the Candidate Discount Rate. 
 

MAKEGOOD AND SEPARATION POLICIES: If a political spot is preempted, 

WXIN/WTTV will provide the advertiser a makegood in a comparable time period before the 

election, subject to availability. ROS orders and “direct response” time (preemptible time, sold in 

very broad rotations) are not entitled to makegood protection for commercial or political 

advertisers. WXIN/WTTV does not guarantee separation of political advertisements within 

commercial pods or between commercial breaks within a program. 

 

PAYMENT TERMS & SPONSOR IDENTIFICATION: Normal WXIN/WTTV credit 

policies apply, which generally require advance payment for political advertising. Cash-in-

advance orders will be considered firm only upon receipt of payment by WXIN/WTTV. Political 

advertisers also must comply with WXIN/WTTV’s traffic deadlines applicable to all advertisers, 

and sponsorship identification rules. Please note that TV spots must contain a 4-second video 

sponsor ID, the typeface must be at least 4% of the vertical height of the TV picture. Candidates 

for federal office also must comply with the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act’s identification 

and disclosure requirements. 

 

REASONABLE ACCESS: WXIN/WTTV will grant reasonable access for the purchase of time 

by candidates for federal office. The station reserves the right to limit the number of spots per 

week any political advertiser may buy in light of inventory demands and potential “equal time” 

requests. 

 

PUBLIC INSPECTION FILE: As required by law, WXIN/WTTV’s public inspection file is 

available online at stations.fcc.gov. Information from the public file will not be given out over 

the telephone, faxed or emailed. 

 

NONDISCRIMINATION: WXIN/WTTV do not discriminate on the basis of race or ethnicity 

in their advertising contracts.  

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Concerning political advertising, please contact Sarah 

Jacobs at (317)687-6590 or Monte Costes at (317)-687-6591. 
 


