
FACE THE STATE 4th QUARTER 2017 

10/1  Face the State  Sunday  6:30am-7am and 9:30am-10am 

Host: Dr. David Parker and Mike Dennison  

Guests: Steve Kelly, Alliance for the Wild Rockies and Steve Marks, Marks Lumber in MT      

Face the State is a weekly public affairs show on Montana Television Network stations. This 
program is hosted by MTN Political Analyst, Dr. David Parker of Montana State University and 
MTN Political Reporter, Mike Dennison. Guests included Steve Kelly of the Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies and Steve Marks of Marks Lumber in Montana. The topic was management of Montana 
National Forest Land. Marks says up to 5 million acres of National Forest land should be 
released immediately to logging in order to thin dead and dying trees and decrease the number 
and severity of forest fires. Kelly says such widespread logging will not decrease the number of 
fires and will leave the landscape scarred and barren. 

10/8  Face the State  Sunday  6:30am-7am and 9:30-10am 

Hosts: Mikenzie Frost and Mike Dennison  

Guests: State Representative Kim Dudik D-Missoula  

They discussed the status of the sentencing and criminal-justice reforms passed by the 2017 
Legislature, and how they might be affected by upcoming budget cuts to be ordered by Gov. 
Bullock. We also discussed the state's budget crisis. 

10/15  Face the State  Sunday  6:30am-7am and 9:30am-10am 

Host:  Julianne Dellorso 

Guests:  Chris Christiaens/Montana Farmers Union, Lola Raska/Montana Grain Growers 
Association & Collin Watters/Montana Wheat and Barley Committee 

The discussion centered on the state of agriculture after a summer of exceptional drought and 
fires.  The new Farm Bill, state budgets and the future of agriculture were also discussed. 
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10/22  Face the State  Sunday  6:30am-7am and 9:30am-10am 

Host:  Jay Kohn 

Guest:  Jim Clark, President and CEO, Boys and Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) 

Jim Clark, President and CEO of the Boys and Girls Clubs of America was in Billings this month to 
showcase the successful clubs in Yellowstone County.    

Clark was able to join us on Face the State to share more about the mission of the Boys and Girls Clubs, 
and the challenges facing the youth of today. 

Clark offered his perspective on the state of American youth, which is the largest age population living in 
poverty.  Nationwide, 20 percent of the kids who are club members come from families living in 
poverty.  (Family of 4, $25-thousand annual income)   Here in Billings, that percentage is actually much 
higher – closer to 35 percent.     

The Boys and Girls Clubs date back to 1860, with the first club established in Hartford, Conn.  Today, 
BGCA is a network of 4,300 clubs that serve 4 million young people in all 50 states, U.S. military bases 
and native lands. 

Other topics discussed include; Safety at the Clubs, fundraising in a challenging environment, and 
connecting with teens. 

Clark also spoke about the successful model established in Billings of locating new clubhouses in existing 
schools, through a partnership with local school districts.   Billings now has 5 clubhouses across 
Yellowstone County.  Four of them follow the new model of locating clubs in local schools. 

10/29  Face the State  Sunday  6:30am-7am and 9:30am-10am 

Host: Dennis Bragg  

Guests: Marty Whitmore and Ray Nicklass from the National Weather Service in Missoula  

We discussed the 2017 weather trends, from the long and cold of the extended winter season, to the 
lack of rain that contributed to the volatile 2017 fire season. They also discussed the outlook for a “La 
Nina” pattern this winter which could give Montana another long, cold and wet season.  
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11/5  Face the State  Sunday  6:30am-7am and 9:30am-10am 

Hosts: Mike Dennison and Dr. David Parker  

Guests: Cathy Whitlock is a Professor of Earth Sciences and a former co-Director of the Montana 
Institute of Ecosystems at MSU. Bruce Maxwell is a Professor of Agro ecology and Applied Plant Ecology 
at Montana State, and a current co-Director of the Montana Institute of Ecosystems.  Climate change is 
the most important challenge facing this and future generations. The consequences of a warming earth 
are wide ranging, complex, and difficult for the lay person to understand. MTN Chief political reporter 
Mike Dennison and MTN Political Analyst, Dr. David Parker of Montana State University are joined by 
two professors at Montana State who recently authored the 2017 Montana Climate Assessment, a 
report to help Montana prepare for the effects of global warming on our landscape and our economy. 
Cathy Whitlock is a Professor of Earth Sciences and a former co-Director of the Montana Institute of 
Ecosystems at MSU. Bruce Maxwell is a Professor of Agro ecology and Applied Plant Ecology at Montana 
State, and a current co-Director of the Montana Institute of Ecosystems 

11/12  Face the State  Sunday  6:30am-7am only  

Hosts: Mike Dennison and Dr. David Parker  

Guests: Montana House Minority Leader Jenny Eck, Democrat of Helena, and Republican Rep. 
Rob Cook of Conrad 

This program was a preview to the special session of the Montana Legislature that has been 
called by Governor Bullock. They discussed the importance of the upcoming special session of 
the Legislature, which will focus on balancing the state budget. Topics included the faulty 
revenue estimate that played a role in the budget shortfall, money tied to the future of the 
private-prison contract in Shelby, proposed budget transfers and the Bullock administration’s 
proposed tax changes. 

11/19  Face the State  Sunday 6:30am-7am only  

Host: Mikenzie Frost  

Guests: Matt Genger-Augusta School District Superintendent, Mike Perry-Hot Springs School District 
Superintendent, D.K. Brooks- Dutton/Brady School District Superintendent, Elsie Arntzen-Montana 
Superintendent of Public Instruction  

In this week’s edition of Face the State, MTN explores the challenges small schools are facing as well as 
the benefits and charm that come along with rural education. We speak with teachers, students and the 
superintendents of Augusta, Hot Springs and Dutton/Brady School Districts as well as Montana’s 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Elsie Arntzen. Diminishing enrollment, shrinking budgets, funding 
futures and what’s next for these communities are all touched on during the show.  
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11/26  Face the State  Sunday  6:30am-7am and 9:30am-10am  

Host: Margaret DeMarco  

Guest: Colonel Buel Dickson 120th Airlift Wing Commander 

KRTV’s Margaret DeMarco sits down with the Colonel Buel Dickson, the 120th Airlift Wing 
Commander, to talk about the accomplishments the wing had over the last year. Not only did 
the Montana Air National Guard go on their first deployment since becoming an air lift wing, 
they also hosted a successful air show, went on humanitarian missions and helped with wildfire 
efforts in Montana.  

12/3  Face the State              Sunday  6:30am-7am only   

Host: Jay Kohn  

Guest:  Dave Pauli, Senior Advisor, Wildlife Response & Policy, Humane Society of United States 

Dave Pauli has worked for the Humane Society for 27 years.   His most recent assignments have taken 
him to the scene of this summer’s devastating hurricanes in Houston, Florida and Puerto Rico to help 
coordinate animal rescues.   At the current time, Dave is preparing to return to Puerto Rico for a third 
rescue mission. 

Dave talked about his experience responding to all three Hurricanes, and the crisis situations he dealt 
with on the ground.   In many cases, Dave had to switch his mission from animal rescues – to human 
rescues. 

We covered Dave’s long history with the Humane Society and how he progressed from the running the 
Yellowstone County Animal Shelter, to rescuing animals from storm ravaged parts of the world. 

In Puerto Rico, Dave spent time rescuing horses, puppies and residents who were stuck without food, 
water and power.   He brought five puppies with him back to Billings.  Those pups should be ready for 
adoption this week. 

As Dave says, it’s important to realize that the “animals lost their homes too”.   

We also discussed the current controversy over removing protections for elephants in Zimbabwe and 
Zambia that the U.S. Interior Department is proposing.  Dave offered some background on the topic and 
helped viewers understand what’s at stake for the world’s elephant population. 
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12/10  Face the State    6:30am-7am only  

Host: Dennis Bragg  

Guest: Doug Mitchell, Executive Director of the Glacier National Park Conservancy 

Doug Mitchell, Executive Director of the Glacier National Park Conservancy discusses the 
Conservancy’s rule in assisting the National Park Service with fund raising and sponsorship of 
special projects that otherwise might not be funded. In addition to public-private partnerships 
across the park, the Conservancy is taking the lead in efforts to rebuild the Sperry Chalet after it 
was destroyed by fire last summer.  
 

12/17  Face the State     6:30am-7am only  

This week’s program was a compilation of news stories and interviews on the current state of 
Yellowstone National Park and the challenges the US National Park Service will face in the 
future due to an increase in the number of visitors touring the park each year and an aging 
infrastructure.  We also looked at the ramifications of the proposed park entrance fee increase 
and how it could affect park visitation if adopted.  

12/24  Face the State     6:30am-7am only  

Hosts: Mike Dennison and Dr. David Parker  

Guest: former US Senator Max Baucus  

Dave Parker and I interviewed former Sen. Baucus about the current political climate in 
Washington DC. We discussed the proposed GOP tax bill and how that will affect business and 
individual tax status. We also talked about health care reforms, the current situation in North 
Korea and prospects for 2018 election in the state of Montana.  

12/31  Face the State    6:30am-7am only   

Host: Dennis Carlson  

Guest: Sheriff Leo Dutton  

Just before the Christmas holiday Sheriff Dutton suffered a heart attack that doctors say could 
have been fatal. Sheriff Dutton and Dennis discussed care, treatment, and the recovery plan 
including what how his diet and exercise will have to change to be successful. 

 


