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More money’s being raised to extend the trails by the end of Vichy Springs 
Drive. The Ukiah Valley Trail Group says they’re trying to raise $76,000 for 
new trails, and so far, they’ve raised $59,000. The Daily Journal reports the 
fundraising started two years ago after the group got a grant from State 
Farm Insurance. The Neighborhood Assist grant for $25,000. The group is 
matching the grant, but they still need another $17,000. They should also 
start to work on the trails as they continue raising money. If the city 
approves, that could happen sometime this month.

A new report is out with conviction rates for Mendocino County. The D-A’s 
office reports they had a weighted 85 percent conviction rate the last eight 
years during D-A David Eyster’s term in office. The 85 percent success rate 
for cases where they proved guilt to jurors of those charged with local 
crimes who had a jury trial in the Mendocino County Superior Court. The D-
A starts his third term in office this week. 2018 saw the highest conviction 
rate in five years. Eyster says the high jury trial success rate was due to 
hard work of individual prosecutors, support staff, and deputies and officers 
who worked on the cases. He also thanked local law enforcement deputies, 
officers, and investigators.

A fundraiser held in Ukiah for Camp Fire victims. Cultivo restaurant raised 
money for survivors to help them recover and rebuild. It was part of the 
restaurant’s regular pint night, this one they renamed Pints for Paradise. 
The restaurant gave all money brought in from alcohol sales to the North 
Valley Community Foundation in Chico for survivors of the Camp Fire. The 
couple who owns the restaurant says they wanted to help the foundation 
after getting a recommendation they were best business for donations. They 
also apparently had friends in Paradise who lost homes. They also 
themselves come from very small towns and related to the victims plight.

An inmate at the Konocti Conservation Camp has been reported missing. 
Nicholas Dunning was found to be missing Monday morning. The California 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation reports an immediate search 
was conducted of the facility in Lower Lake, one of 44 fire camps in the 
state. They’re minimum security facilities where inmates usually work on fire 
crews all year round. Inmates volunteer to work at the camps instead of 
being inside a jail or prison. The Lake County Sheriff’s office reports 
Dunning as a white man, 6 foot 2, 180 pounds who’s bald with green eyes. 
He was convicted in March of last year for assault with a deadly weapon, 
and was an inmate at the camp since April.

A man in Clearlake’s been arrested for an assault on another man. Police 
say Paul John Mendez, Jr. was responsible for the attack on Nicholas 
Vining, aka “Caveman”. Police got a call December 4th about the attack, 
Vining ended up in a hospital in San Francisco, where he had to be put into 
a medically induced coma because of how severe his injuries were. It was 
first thought some kids attacked him, but police were unable to confirm that. 
School staff was assigned to look into it. But after Vining was well enough to 
talk, he identified at least one person he says assaulted him. Mendez was 
on parole already for sexual battery and is a registered sex offender. He 
admitted he assaulted Vining and was booked into jail for assault with a 
deadly weapon, felony battery, robbery and a parole violation.
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A wrongful death lawsuit against the city of Chico has been settled. A young 
woman shot by Chico police in 2013. Her mom, Mindy Losee says 19 year 
old Breanne Sharpe was shot and killed in a car following a chase she was 
not involved in. Officers shot at her car after she crashed into a utility pole, 
then supposedly drove her car in the direction of the officers. The Mayor of 
Chico says they city’s paying her mom $950,000. A judge still has to 
approve the settlement. The case was set for trial in April. The case was 
dismissed in 2016 by a lower court judge who said a reasonable jury 
wouldn’t find the officers acted unreasonably, but an appeals court didn’t 
agree.

A church in Garberville damaged by a fire. Last night the church in the 500 
block of Elm Street next to the Jerold Phelps Community Hospital ignited 
and was badly damaged. Neighbors nearby said they heard explosion like 
sounds and they ran from their homes. The church was being worked on 
and cleaned up, it was vacant a long time. The Humboldt County Office of 
Emergency Services reported the fire was contained in the structure and 
didn’t spread.

A man in Wisconsin got a tad too drunk New Years Eve and goes home… 
to the wrong home. The owner of the house where the man from Waukesha 
ended up says he found him cuddling his 150 pound mastiff in a dog bed in 
their living room. They are not pressing charges, the man left, and made his 
way home.

A man in Willits has been hit and killed by another car after coming around a 
corner on Highway 20. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office, Willits Fire 
Dept. and others on the scene Sunday night finding that driver David 
Amador was westbound on SR-20 just outside Willits. They say he was 
moving at a high rate of speed and lost control of the Honda CR-V he was 
driving and missed a curve, came off the road and into a fence, then down a 
dirt embankment where he hit a tree then the car rolled. The man was dead 
at the scene, but since there was heavy fog in the area, the accident scene 
was not seen until the next morning. The Ukiah CHP, deputies, firefighters 
and VeriHealth got to the scene within 2 hours. They extracted the man from 
his car. They say they do not believe alcohol or drugs were a factor.

Congressman Jared Huffman speaking out on the government shutdown, 
says he’d be shocked if more money were offered up for a border wall. He 
and Congressman Mike Thompson head back to the nation’s capital to pass 
a new funding measure to end the 12 day old shutdown. Apparently they’re 
ready to take the president to task for his signature campaign promise to put 
up a concrete wall and have Mexico pay for it. Thompson says he expects 
there to be a unanimous vote by House Democrats and Huffman says there 
would be an insurrection if any money went to a wall. The president has not 
signed any funding measure until he gets $5 billion for the wall, House 
Democrats are at $1.3 billion for border security. The president also 
previously said he’d take responsibility for the shutdown, but has been 
blaming Democrats, then earlier today tweeted to House Speaker designate 
Pelosi — “let’s make a deal”.

A woman in Fort Bragg’s arrested for stealing credit cards from a relative. 
Mendocino County deputies call Erin Winkler on an unrelated investigation 
since she’s on active probation and find credit cards with the name of a 
female relative on them. Further finding Winkler, who was not allowed to be 
near the victim, had entered her home and swiped the credit cards. So 
Winkler was violating the Criminal Protective Order and was arrested for 
violating her probation and the protective order. She was held on 
$55,000.00 bail.



PG&E proactively files court papers saying it was private power equipment 
near Calistoga that might have been the cause of the Tubbs fire, the most 
destructive and deadliest of the Oct. 2017 North Bay wildfires. Last year the 
utility company also said it was a landowner who was responsible for the fire 
starting, a caretaker on the property did some electrical work without a 
proper license, which included repairs to a power pole, several months 
before the massive fire that killed 22 people and burned more than 5,000 
homes. The court filing this past Monday detailing PG&E’s own investigation 
into more than 20 major wildfires in Northern Calif. in October 2017. Cal Fire 
has still not pinned a cause on the fire that burned structures in Sonoma and 
Napa counties. The fire started though on residential property north of 
Calistoga, that much is known. The utility company’s report after witness 
statements and photos, 911 transcripts and their own work reports and logs. 
Cal Fire has blamed the utility for 17 of the October 2017 major wildfires.

The federal government shutdown is effecting some state resources. The 
Press Democrat reports the air traffic control workers at Charles M. Schulz- 
Sonoma County Airport don’t know when they’ll get paid next, but are still 
working. Same with the Coast Guard in Bodega Bay, and the newspaper 
reports it’s even hitting local wineries as owners can’t get federal approval 
on new wine labels. Toilets at some federal parks are closed and trash 
containers are overflowing. There are about 800,000 federal employees 
across the country without work, or working without pay due to the 
shutdown. On the North Coast, it’s mostly the Coast Guard that’s effected, 
4,000 in all from Monterey to Bodega Bay. There are FAA employees 
working without pay, TSA workers, wildlife refuge workers, Fish and Wildlife 
workers, and even seashore and campground workers.

A state inmate who took off from Lake County is still on the run. Nicolas 
Dunning was at the Konocti Conservation Camp until Monday, when officials 
at the fire camp discovered he was gone during an inmate count. The camp 
is open, but has a secure perimeter, that he apparently walked away from. 
Law enforcement agencies and Cal Fire were notified. He got five years last 
year for assault with a deadly weapon out of Imperial County. He was 
assigned to the camp with 94 other inmates who were working the recent 
wildfires. They also work on prevention projects. He’s described as a bald 
white man, 6 foot 2, 181 pounds and green eyes.‑ ‑
A man from Ukiah’s arrested after crashing his dirt bike following a chase 
with cops. Ukiah police report seeing him off roading on the Yamaha dirt 
bike, then driving it illegally on the street December 29th. They tried to pull 
him over several times, but he wouldn’t stop. He’s identified as Jordan 
Bright. Cops say he also had a female passenger with him and was driving 
thru areas cops couldn’t get to. At some point, his passenger fell off and 
cops called for medical help for her as the guy kept riding around. She had 
non life threatening injuries. Bright eventually crashed in a vineyard and was 
arrested on suspicion of reckless evading, driving on a suspended license 
and violating his probation for a prior DUI conviction.

Consideration for a new Dollar General Store in the Northshore area. The 
town hall for the Western Region is next Friday. They’ll consider the 
application from Cross Development for the 7,200 square foot development 
on about 2 acres on the north side of Highway 20 on Clover Creek, just east 
of Upper Lake’s Main Street. It’s an undeveloped area except for a vacant 
home. It’s up to the County if it gets approved. The developer is applying for 
a minor use permit. It’s being reviewed, then there will be a public hearing. 
There are two other Lake County locations so far, in Nice and Lakeport. The 
company has also applied for a use permit in Middletown.
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Under a new state law police disciplinary records have to be released but 
the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Dept. is trying to block it. The California 
Supreme Court said no to the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Employees’ 
Benefit Association request to delay the records law which starts this week. 
The union saying records should only be public from this year, starting 
January 1st. The new law allows for some personnel and disciplinary 
records for police officers related to shootings that ended in death or great 
bodily injury, and for sustained sexual assault and sustained misconduct.

Officials in the South Lake County Fire Protection District want to dip into 
Measure L fire tax proceeds. The law passed last November. The money 
raised, $10 per benefit unit for 16 units for vacant land of under an acre to 
20 units for a single family dwelling, and up to 250 units for commercial 
buildings of 10,000 square feet and above. But the District won’t see any 
money from the tax for about a year, because it won’t be on tax bills until the 
next tax cycle, the end of the year. It should bring in nearly 2 million a year. 
There’s a budget gap of about 1.3 million this fiscal year. The money will 
also help pay for the contract the area has with Cal Fire which had been 
previously paid for by the state.

An active shooter drill is set for American Canyon and Calistoga at the 
American Canyon Community Center and at the Calistoga Junior/Senior 
High School. The drills tomorrow, there’s no school and the public is not 
allowed in. It’s a warning to those in the area, there may be a lot of police 
presence, and fire vehicles, first responders and caution tape, and of course 
loud noises/voices. Local businesses had been sent community advisory 
notices about the training. Those attending will be in a fake active shooter 
situation.

It’s almost go time. The expansion of the Fort Bragg Library has almost all 
the money it needs to finish the work. The Advocate newspaper reports the 
nonprofit Friends of the Fort Bragg Library has been raising money for the 
library for more than 40 years. There was some property purchased near 
the library a couple years ago for the expansion, to double the current 
space. There are more than 600 members of the nonprofit with contributions 
from membership dues, donations, special fundraisers and more. The new 
property is being maintained by the Library volunteers with cleanup of the 
property predicted for the spring or summer, then the work should start.

We’ve had some rain, but still the critical snowpack in the mountains is only 
two-thirds of what it has been on a regular basis this time of year. The 
Department of Water Resources Thursday climbs up the mountain for their 
yearly survey five times a year. The measurement near Echo Summit in El 
Dorado County. Conditions reported to be the worst in the northern 
mountains that trickle down to Lake Oroville, Shasta and Trinity lakes. 
They’re at only 62 percent of the normal amount of snow. Similarly the 
state’s average snowpack is at 67 percent of normal right now. More than 
90 percent of the state is said to be abnormally dry, or at moderate, severe 
or extreme drought.

A man from Oroville admits he threatened President Trump and other former 
Presidents, FBI offices, businesses and others with bombs. Xiong Kao 
Xiong is accused of sending more than 150 threatening or hoax letters in 
2017. Some had a white powdery substance, others contained 
assassination threats and extortion demands. He was in court yesterday 
and pleaded guilty to one count of conveying false information about the use 
of an explosive. He will be sentenced in March and could get up to a decade 
behind bars.



A winter storm watch has been issued for Lake County and other areas of 
Northern Calif due to a storm on the way. The watch from early tomorrow 
morning into Sunday afternoon. There’s a Gale Storm watch for Mendocino 
County. This means snow and blowing snow and rain could be coming to 
the areas. The storm’s also expected to be one of the coldest this winter. 
Starting tonight we should start to see the effects, with rain that could last 
nearly a week. Northern Lake County is expecting some snow this weekend. 
Temperatures will mostly be in the 40’s and 50’s. Areas should also get 
more than an inch of rain.

There may be an end soon for the Lake County Democratic Club. The first 
meeting of the New Year could be the end for the group that’s meeting at 
Lower Lake United Methodist Church next week. Word is the Democratic 
Club might dissolve itself and work within the County Democratic Party 
Central Committee instead. That’s the official governing body for the party in 
Lake County. The powers that be say they may instead form a “programs 
committee” within the Central Committee to operate in the same fashion.

Several upcoming parole hearings for convicted murders and a serial child 
molester, the Mendocino DA’s office says is to make room in prisons. For 
the next several months of the New Year, state prison inmates serving life 
sentences for murder and child molestation in the county will be evaluated 
for potential parole. They include 70 year old CHARLES DIAZ in Chino for 
his connection to a quadruple murder outside Fort Bragg. In the same 
lockup, 67 year old CHARLES SPAIN a murder near Hopland, 65 year old 
JEROME SMITH for murdering his brother in law, Michael Camou in 
Vacaville prison for that notorious marijuana garden ripoff ending in murder 
in Laytonville. In Tracy, Sean Burch murdered his grandma, and 72 year old 
John MALDONADO SANCHEZ, also in Vacaville lockup, for lewd and 
lascivious acts on a child under the age of 14 years.

A man missing in Eureka. Police asking for the public’s help finding 43 year 
old Troy Wigington who disappeared December 14th. He was last seen 
leaving his house a few days before, December 11th, in the 3400 block of F 
Street in Eureka. He’s described as a white man, 6’3”, 230 lbs., brown hair 
with a goatee, and green eyes. He was last seen wearing a green jacket, 
blue jeans, and black shoes. His picture can be seen on KymKemp.com

And so it begins, a bunch of insurance companies are filing lawsuits against 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. for the Camp Fire. The fire started last November 
8th and turned into the deadliest and most destructive wildfire in California 
history. It’s meant billions in insurance claims. The lawsuits have been filed 
by Allstate, State Farm, USAA and their subsidiaries. This is separate from 
claims by victims of the fire in Paradise, Magalia and Concow. There’s still 
no official cause for the fire, but apparently flames first ignited near a 
transmission-line that was being checked out for an irregularity. Plus there 
was also a possible second ignition point involving PG&E distribution lines.

There’s still needs for pet victims of the Camp Fire. The East Contra Costa 
Furry Friends Pet Relief is helping a local nonprofit Hold Your Horses 
Livestock Emergency Evacuation Response Team. They’re caring for 
animals that are currently at a temporary Chico pet shelter. They reached 
out for help after the fire. Now Furry Friends is managing the pet shelter at 
the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds where a vet checks them out too. The 
California Veterinary Medical Reserve Corps sent out the cry for help after 
the fire. Even the Red Cross stepped in to help with supplies for animals. 
Some of the pets are leaving the shelter finally, but there’s still help needed 
for other pets.
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A body found in a Northern Calif. landfill has been identified. The Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Department reports the decomposed body was that of 23-
year-old Karina Banta of Hayward. She was found dead in rural Livermore 
New Year’s Eve. There were no injuries on her to indicate she was 
murdered, according to an autopsy so her death is so far listed as 
undetermined until toxicology results are returned, which could take some 
time. Police say the young woman had a history of mental health and 
substance abuse issues and had been homeless in the past. Her last 
contact with her family was back in November. Police say they think she 
may have died elsewhere, maybe even inside a large trash bin which was 
carried with waste to the landfill.

A man arrested in Redding after cops say he was driving drunk and hit the 
back of a police car. Police identified the driver as Jason Snider of Redding. 
His blood alcohol content tested at above the .08 percent rate after he was 
arrested. The officer who busted him says he was in his patrol car and saw 
Snider in a 2002 Mitsubishi Eclipse which rear ended his patrol car at a high 
rate of speed. Then he turned the car around and went off the road, lost 
control and crashed. The CHP went to the scene and reported the guy 
showed “obvious signs of intoxication” so he was arrested and booked into 
the Shasta County jail. The officer rear-ended went to the hospital for minor 
injuries.

An inmate who escaped a fire camp in Lower Lake has been captured 
nearly a week later. Nicholas Dunning who left the Konocti Conservation 
Camp New Year’s Eve was caught in Riverside County during a traffic stop 
in Coachella. The California Department of Corrections and Rehab reports 
members of the Riverside County Gang Impact Team picked Dunning up 
after getting some investigative leads. He will be processed through the 
Imperial County District Attorney’s Office for consideration of escape 
charges. He was apparently first committed in Imperial County to prison in 
April of last year for assault with a deadly weapon charges, then was sent to 
the fire camp.

The first meeting of the Lake County Board of Supervisors this New Year 
will start with the basics… swearing in two new members, pick leaders for 
the year and also appoint several committee and commission positions. 
Outgoing Supervisors will also attend and speak, then the Board will give 
them their commendations. Jeff Smith for five four year terms and Jim 
Steele for one four year term. Bruno Sabatier is taking over for Smith and EJ 
Crandell in Steele’s spot. The new members will help choose the new chair 
and vice chair and the chair and vice chair of the Lake County Board of 
Equalization and the Lake County In-Home Supportive Services Public 
Authority Board of Directors. Then all of the other appointments will happen. 
The meeting tomorrow morning at 10 in board chambers.

Three people have been injured after a multi car pileup in Lower Lake. Lake 
Co News reports one of the people in the crash got out of his car and was 
hit by another car, and seriously injured. It happened Thursday afternoon on 
Highway 53 south of Anderson Ranch Parkway. The CHP reports one guy 
in a 2006 Mitsubishi Montero stopped on the highway south of Anderson 
Ranch Parkway during moderate traffic conditions and another driver in a 
2012 Ford Fusion headed North was behind a large vehicle and couldn’t see 
the Montero. The larger vehicle swerved and the Fusion crashed into the 
Montero. Then a 2009 Ford Focus hit the Fusion. The Montero driver was 
out of his SUV and was hit by one of the other two. And another Ford Focus 
also hit them. Alcohol and drugs are not believed to be factors in the crash.



Since PG&E has been blamed or found responsible for several wildfires in 
Northern Calif, its parent company is apparently considering a restructuring 
as it faces billions in liability. The utility company announced they may even 
have to file for bankruptcy due to the “growing wildfire threat.” The board of 
directors is reportedly speaking to outside experts on wildfire safety, the 
parent company says, to help address the changing nature of business and 
challenges they face presently and in the future. There are also some media 
reports that PG&E is considering selling off the natural gas division so it 
could set up a fund for potential wildfire claims. They’re also reportedly 
considering selling some real estate including its San Francisco 
headquarters.

The Ukiah Purple Pipe project has been installed. The new Recycled Water 
System is now in at the eastern end of East Gobbi Street, so there shouldn’t 
be any more closures at Riverside Park. The city’s Public Works Department 
has confirmed the final installation of pipe Friday so residents could get back 
into their drive ways ahead of heavy rain that night. There were still three 
sections of piping left Saturday. There was no pedestrian access to the park 
before, but there’s still some gravel there, but no large construction vehicles. 
The water system is being put in to reclaim water from the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant for agriculture, pasture, and turf watering.

The transient occupancy tax or the hotel tax in Clearlake seems to not be 
bringing in the dough. The Record Bee reports a meeting is happening this 
Thursday where the City Council will hear from the Assistant City Manager 
on Transient Occupancy Tax collections and an assessment fee for the new 
Lake County Tourism Improvement District. Apparently there are several 
Airbnb, VRBO, and Home Away hotel operators who are not paying the tax, 
plus as of the New Year they have to pay the new District as well. The taxes 
are for anyone operating any sort of Hotel, including campgrounds.

A Lucerne man has been arrested for a burglary that happened in Upper 
Lake of some ATV’s. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office reports getting a call 
the ATV’s were missing, and that they were filled with art work and tools that 
were not theirs. The caller also said it seemed there may have been 
someone living in a nearby vacant house. William Pimentel was found 
sleeping in the vacant house along with the missing ATV keys. Plus 
deputies found he was on active probation. Someone else apparently 
reported the missing art and items inside the ATV, so that was returned, 
Pimentel charged with burglary and possession of stolen property and held 
on $50,000. He’s due in court today. He had previously been charged with 
stealing a County vehicle and was free pending sentencing. He was also 
arrested in an evacuation zone last year of the Mendocino Complex Fire 
with burglary tools.

Deputies in Humboldt County serving a felony warrant on a man and woman 
in a house, the two found with drugs and paraphernalia. Christopher Stacy 
for a felony warrant and Brandy Cyphers for a misdemeanor warrant. The 
two were found with more than 50 grams of methamphetamine, digital 
scales, ammunition and drug paraphernalia. Stacy booked on the felony 
warrant and new charges for possession of a controlled substance for sale, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, prohibited person in possession of 
ammunition and violation of probation. Cyphers booked on the warrant for 
violation of probation.



A fire at a home on Lansing Street has the Mendocino Volunteer Fire 
Department and CalFire out a couple Thursdays ago. Smoke billowing out 
of the house Dec. 27th and more than a dozen firefighters came out, finding 
the fire started in the chimney of the house. There was only some wood 
framing charred and insulation blackened, but otherwise water was poured 
over the smoke and the fire put down. The cause was undetermined, but 
reminders to get your chimney checked yearly, keep branches and leaves at 
least 15 feet away from the top of the chimney, put a chimney top on, get 
seasoned firewood, don’t ever burn Christmas trees or treated wood, put on 
a screen to the fireplace and keep the hearth clean, have smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors, and of course, never leave a fire unattended.

Some high elevation roads in Northern Calif. closed due to snow. Chains 
are also required on some, like the roads in Lake Tahoe. Some of the worst 
blizzard conditions have been spotted there so a 70 mile stretch of I-80 was 
closed from Colfax to the Nevada border. The National Weather Service 
reported the storm hit hard last night and the roads could stay closed thru 
today. Some summits at resorts were reporting more than a foot of snow 
and up to 80 inches of snow was forecast in some high-elevation areas of 
NorCal. The service warning roads were very dangerous with blizzard 
conditions reported on all of the high elevation highways in NorCal, forcing 
chain requirements and traffic delays.

A new tool from the Lake County Sheriff’s Office that will quickly alert 
residents when they have to evacuate. It’s a siren that Sheriff’s patrol 
vehicles will use in the event of an evacuation. The Hi-Lo siren sound is 
heard in Europe but is not familiar in

California. If residents hear the siren, it will be obvious, there’s an 
emergency and they have to evacuate. The idea brought to Lake County by 
the Napa County Sheriff John Robertson where they’ve been using it. They 
also have it in Sonoma and Solano County. If you would like to hear what 
the Hi-Lo siren sounds like you can visit

lakesheriff.com and see a video posted under the In the Spotlight section. 
The Sheriff’s Office also encouraging community members to sign up for 
alerts at LakeCoAlerts. This can be done at the Sheriff’s Office website.

A man from Crescent City has been arrested for a burglary in Willits. 
Another man reported that Ethan Bauer took gas in the Brooktrails 
subdivision from his house. That person directed a deputy to his home too 
and the deputy found Bauer and a 2005 Chevrolet truck without license 
plates on Highway 20 near Main Street. The man was looking for paperwork 
on his truck, and the Deputy and a Willits police officer noticed there was an 
empty gun holster in the glove box where the man was rifling thru papers. 
They also saw a green gas can. The deputy then tried to look for registration 
and to see if there was a handgun nearby, and noticed mail from various 
addresses in the car. There were also checkbooks, checks, and other mail 
from as far away as Oregon. Bauer was arrested after a rifle was located 
and charged with possession of stolen property, forgery, felon possessing a 
firearm and mail theft and held on $35,000.00 bail.

Cops on the lookout for whoever shot a gun inside a home, injuring a man in 
Redwood Valley. A 19 year old man was found shot with non life threatening 
injuries. He says he was sleeping and heard gunshots, then felt pain. He 
was taken to Ukiah Valley Medical Center for treatment and nobody who 
may have shot the gun has been found so far.
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There’s going to be a permanent safe medication disposal site at the 
Lakeport Police Department on Main Street. The police department says it 
was donated to the agency by the Rite Aid Foundation KidCents Project, an 
organization supporting safety and well-being of children in various 
communities. The Record Bee reports officials saying they’d previously been 
asked for ways to dispose of unwanted or expired prescription or over the 
counter medications. They’re accepting any over the counter or prescription 
meds, that are in pill, tablet or capsule form. They’re not accepting illegal 
drugs, needles, liquids, inhalers, or aerosol cans. Meds being accepted M-
Th 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. The meds have to be in their original container, or 
other suitable plastic pill container or sealed zip lock freezer bag.

A new State Superintendent of Public Instruction has taken the oath of 
office. Tony Thurmond, an educator and public school parent says it’s an 
honor to lead California’s more than 6 million students and more than 
10,000 schools. He’s a former assemblymember and social worker with 
experience in nonprofits and education and also served on the West Contra 
Costa County school board and was a member of the Richmond City 
Council. His plans including reducing gun violence, mental and physical 
health service for students, early education and after school programs, 
making college and career pathways accessible for kids, bringing in more 
teachers so schools have highly trained and certified teachers.

We have a new Governor in Calif. Gavin Newsom has been sworn in and 
has given a speech to announce progressive policies he will enforce as the 
state’s 40th governor. Newsom, as you may know, was the lieutenant 
governor under Jerry Brown, and gained recognition as the mayor of San 
Francisco. In his inaugural address, Newsom didn’t hold back in how the 
state would handle the Trump administration as far as environmental 
protection, immigration and health care goes. Newsom’s first budget is 
being delivered to the legislature before the end of the week.

A man accused of being the NorCal Rapist is charged with several felonies, 
now another 2 dozen or so. Roy Charles Waller is charged with going into 
an unlocked door in Rohnert Park in 1991 and raping a 21 year old. The 
man’s 59th birthday today, yesterday he was in court after first being 
arrested last September after 27 years of violent, sexual attacks against as 
many as 10 women across Northern California. The case had run cold until 
DNA evidence and a genealogy website helped police get a break in the 
case. The Rohnert Park case the earliest prosecutors have been able to 
connect to Waller. He’s in the Sacramento County Jail without bail.

A new report shows there’s a quote, "disturbingly low" number of western 
monarch butterflies migrating to the California coast. The Xerces Society 
has done a count with less than 30,000 butterflies this round, that’s an 86 
percent decline since 2017. There were one million monarchs along the 
Calif. coast back in 1981. The society conducts yearly Thanksgiving and 
New Year’s counts. A study a couple years ago by researchers at 
Washington State University found the species will probably be extinct in the 
next few decades if they’re not saved.



It’s coming up to the deadline for victims of the Camp Fire. FEMA’s deadline for loan applications this week. Disaster Recovery Centers are staying open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday in Chico at the Chico Mall and in Oroville on Feather River Blvd. Loans are available for homeowners, renters and businesses. The SBA Office of Disaster Assistance, at last count, had said yes to more than $241 million in loans for Camp Fire survivors. Almost all of it was for renters and homeowners and another $8M for businesses. Those in need of help can visit www.buttecountyrecovers.org or call 2-1-1 for Butte County recovery information and resources.

The new Lt. Gov has been sworn in and addressed a crowd. Eleni 
Kounalakis came to the U-S from Greece when she was a young girl and 
said the path to wisdom is education, telling the crowd about her desire to 
bring education to the masses. She’s the first woman to be elected to be the 
2nd in command of the state. At her swearing in Monday. Former Michigan 
Gov. Jennifer Granholm spoke, as well as the new Gov. Gavin Newsom and 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

A man in Jakarta shot himself in the foot, then is charged with possessing 
an illegal firearm. 19 year old Ade Raihan reportedly lied, saying he was 
shot by someone else, but then local police found he was drunk and shot 
himself. He ended up in the hospital New Years eve for the foot injury, 
police called there and charged him. Plus witnesses said there was a fight 
around the scene of the shooting, cops finding he shot himself with a 
homemade firearm. He now faces 20 years in prison.

Power’s restored to thousands in Northern Calif. after a winter storm swept 
thru ahead of another storm later this week. The rain and snow coming 
tonight won’t be as harsh, but there are two more powerful storms headed 
here this weekend. Almost 90,000 people in the dark across the 
Sacramento region Sunday night. There were downed utility poles and trees 
so a major highway was closed in the area. There were still several hundred 
without power last night. Thousands in Oregon and Washington were also 
without power due to the storm over the weekend. I-80 from Placer County 
to Nevada’s Washoe County reopened yesterday after the snowstorm hit 
the Lake Tahoe area.

A woman in Ukiah’s arrested for some recent holiday season mail and 
package thefts. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office was surveilling 
neighborhoods at various rural spots around the county due to several 
recent mail thefts and packages being stolen over the holidays on Boonville 
Road. They see Jeannette Marie Long who they say was caught during a 
traffic stop at a gas station in Ukiah. She was found with more than ten 
pieces of mail from various addresses on Boonville. And she had a stun gun 
device on her. She was also a convicted felon and cannot possess any 
weapons. She’s charged with mail theft, possession of stolen property, 
grand theft, being a felon in possession of a stun gun, violation of probation, 
and for driving with a suspended drivers license and was being held on 
$20,000.00 bail.

A middle schooler in Napa’s been arrested after a threat to carry out mass 
shootings at a couple of schools in the city. Police say they stopped the 
planned attacks at River Middle School and Vintage High after another 
student reported the 14 year old’s plan. They say the teenager was arrested 
last Wednesday after a search of two Napa homes, finding evidence the kid 
had been researching and planning a mass shooting. The child is in custody 
and has not been identified yet. It comes after the other student says the 14 
year old told them he was planning the attacks and threatened to kill him if 
he warned anyone.

http://www.buttecountyrecovers.org/
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The flu season is off to a slow start and is not steadily climbing, with more 
than 40 people dying. The season started in October, which was the official 
start across the country. It generally reaches its peak in February, but can 
last thru May. It’s usually people with other underlying health issues or the 
elderly who get the more serious complications, like pneumonia, after they 
first contract the flu. Half the deaths so far in the state this season were of 
those over 65. The strain this time is H1N1, also known as the “swine flu.” 
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention says so far 77% of the 
cases tested were positive for H1N1. They warn it’s more dangerous for kids 
and pregnant women. But officials say this year’s season should be milder 
than last season when so many people got sick, hospitals were overflowing 
with patients and they ran out of medicine.

A man from Covelo in a crash Monday heading in the wrong direction on the 
101 near Ukiah. The CHP says they got a call Monday that a silver pickup 
truck was driving south in the northbound lanes of the Highway by the 
Coyote Valley Casino, then crashed into a silver sedan. When cops got 
there they say the sedan was on its side and the driver was trapped inside, 
against a fence. The pickup was blocking northbound lanes. The sedan 
driver, Matthew Adams, was extricated out of his car then airlifted to Santa 
Rosa Memorial Hospital. The pickup driver was arrested. He’s identified as 
Ransome Anderson Jr., and charged with DUI, causing injury, a felony.

A meeting for the Ukiah Valley Sanitation District with a skimmed down 
agenda, only one action item. That is just to establish meeting times for 
standing committees. The board approved a contract extension for the 
interim district manager at their last meeting in December. He will stay on to 
train a new director and work on an as needed basis. The board has also 
given the green light to replace a failed sewer main and to hire an 
accounting firm due to the new operating agreement between the district 
and the city of Ukiah signed. The board meets tonight at 6 at their district 
office.

Some North Coast lawmakers looking to ban some flavored-tobacco. The 
State Senate has a bill backed by several lawmakers including 
Assemblyman Jim Wood and Sen. Mike McGuire. It comes in response to a 
rise in the use of these products by middle and high schoolers. Legislators 
say kids are enticed to use vaping products because they have appealing, 
fruity flavors. More than 3 and a half million middle and high school students 
were reportedly using the products last year over the 30 days before the 
study was done by the USFDA and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.

A new docuseries on Netflix has the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office 
speaking out. The Garret Rodriguez case, also known as the “Murder 
Mountain” docuseries. The Sheriff’s office says the producers used unofficial 
or biased sources, and used non-credible information that could not be used 
in a court of law. The six part series investigating the case regarding the 
cannabis industry’s illegal market, violence, human trafficking, missing 
persons and homicide cases. The series director says he didn’t intend to 
blame police, but there were realities everyone must come to terms with.

North Coast Congressman Mike Thompson is introducing a strong 
background check bill for all private gun sales. Thompson was joined at the 
ceremony where he signed his bill by former Congresswoman Gabby 
Giffords of Arizona who was shot in a massacre in Tucson in 2011 where six 
people were killed and 13 others were injured. Giffords announced 
Thompson’s legislation that would make sure anyone who gets access to 
firearms first have a thorough background check.



A German insurance company says the Camp Fire will be the world’s most 
expensive natural disaster for 2018. Munich Re is a reinsurance company. It 
reports losses from all natural disasters last year were $160 billion dollars. 
The Camp Fire killed 86 people and burned the whole town of Paradise at 
an overall cost of $16.5 billion. About $12.5 billion of the losses were 
insured. One insurance company board member says the fires that are 
burning in Calif. appear to be linked to climate change and that urgent action 
is needed for building codes and land use to help prevent further losses.

Two People in south Lake County have been seriously hurt in a head-on 
collision near Middletown. 62 year old Kevin Schosek of Anderson Springs 
and 52 year old Karen Brown of Hidden Valley Lake both had major injuries 
Monday night. Schosek in a 1999 Chevrolet 1500 pickup headed south on 
Highway 29 near the Bar X Ranch and apparently he had some sort of 
mechanical trouble with his headlights, when Brown came along in a 2004 
Honda Odyssey headed north. The CHP says Schosek was distracted 
because of the headlamps and veered into the path of Brown’s van and 
crashed head on. Ambulances couldn’t get their right away due to the 
weather, but finally the two men were taken to a hospital. Alcohol and drugs 
are not suspected.

The Governor Gavin Newsom in his first full day in office meets with 
emergency responders at the State Operations Center then toured a high-
risk fire area. He says he was there his first day because it’s a priority for 
him as governor, emergency preparedness, response and recovery. He 
announced several ideas to fight the growing threat of wildfires and more 
natural disasters. Newsom has signed an executive order for emergency 
responders to look at certain geographical areas and the economy in those 
areas, and another order to modernize technology systems, especially fire 
detection. He also announced he is joining the Washington and Oregon 
governors to ask the federal government for more money to manage federal 
forestlands in California, Washington and Oregon.

Taco Bell has a new promotion in Toronto and it’s super cheesy… the 
company looking to prove to Canadians that, "everything is better with 
nacho cheese." So the fast food giant is putting up a billboard that will 
dispense nacho cheese. The company says folks can bring their own snack, 
and get a nacho cheese upgrade. Nacho chips are not provided, and the 
cheese is first come, first served.

A little drama by Congressman Jared Huffman ahead of the president’s 
speech in the Oval Office. The president is holding out for his border wall 
and 5.6 billion dollars, but the democrats don’t want it. At the same time 
there’s been complaints, about trash piling up at National Parks. So 
Congressman Huffman along with colleague Congress Jackie Spier were 
seen dragging trash to the White House…

Democrats in Congress want to put forth $1.6 billion for border security 
which had passed the Senate, but the Republicans in the House put forth a 
stopgap bill with the $5 billion for the wall ahead of the new congress and it 
failed.
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The man who’s accused of being the East Side Rapist and Golden State 
Killer is cleared of at least one murder, that of a 14 year old girl in the 
Central Valley in 1975. DNA testing showed it was not Joseph DeAngelo 
who killed Donna Jo Richmond and showed, with other evidence, the man 
convicted, was indeed the right one. The girl disappeared around Christmas 
time while riding her bike home from a friends house, her body found in an 
orange grove, strangled, beaten and stabbed 17 times. A convicted sex 
offender, Oscar Clifton, was found guilty of the kidnapping, attempted rape 
and murder of the girl, but died in prison in 2013. DeAngelo’s been charged 
with more than two dozen counts of murder and kidnapping. He was a cop 
in the town where the girl was killed. So prosecutors revisited the crime.

A two decades old planning document will get an update in the city of Ukiah. 
The Daily Journal reports the City Council denied Garton Tractor a permit on 
Talmage Road for more space to service local agricultural equipment, but 
there weren’t enough votes to overrule a determination by the Mendocino 
County Airport Land Use Commission. The Planning Commission was all for 
the expansion for Garton, but the Vice Mayor filed an appeal because of its 
proximity to the Airport. But apparently a map used to decide the permit had 
not been updated since 1996. The map the city and airport used was last 
updated in 2015. The newspaper reports the Airport Manager Greg Owen 
and the City of Ukiah have requested the map used be updated. So city 
staff are working to find a funding solution so the plan can be updated. It’s 
estimated to cost from $100,000 and $130,000. After that Garton can re-
apply for their permit.

An update on a months long investigation into a family who drove over the 
side of a cliff last year in Mendocino County. The sheriff’s office says partial 
remains found last May have been confirmed to be of one of the six kids in 
the car with their two mom’s, 16 year old Hannah Hart. The Hart family SUV 
went over the cliff north of Westport last March. There is still one child who 
was in the car still listed as missing, 15 year old Devonte Hart, so the case is 
still open and active. The Dept. of Justice Lab just informed the sheriff’s 
office this week about the DNA test results of remains found last May.

A man severely injured after being hit by an alleged drunk driver in serious 
condition still and a GoFundMe page has been set up to help pay for his 
medical bills. The California Highway Patrol reported 40 year old Matthew 
Adams of Ukiah driving north on the 101 Monday night when he was hit by a 
Dodge pickup in the opposite direction. Adams was pinned in his car by a 
fence and had to be extricated. The driver, identified as Ransome Anderson 
Jr., of Covelo. He’s been arrested on suspicion of DUI causing injury, a 
felony. He was booked into Mendocino County Jail. The victim suffered a 
shattered jaw and cheek bone, bleeding on the brain and a collapsed lung.

https://www.gofundme.com/help-matt-and-jazz

A man from Ukiah arrested after a woman’s threatened with a bayonet. 
Police get a call Tuesday night by a woman saying the man threatened her 
with a sword. She left the home with the alleged attacker inside. The woman 
told police Michael Woolsey threatened her and tried cutting her with a 
bayonet, described as a “knife, sword, or spike shaped weapon". Police took 
the weapon and arrested the man on suspicion of assault with a deadly 
weapon and for making criminal threats. He was booked into Mendocino 
County Jail under $30,000 bail.

https://www.gofundme.com/help-matt-and-jazz


The commercial Dungeness crab fishery is finally opening, but in a limited 
area. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife had delayed the 
opening from Patrick’s Point in Humboldt County north to the 
California/Oregon state line. The closure after state health agencies 
recommended it because of elevated levels of domoic acid in the fishery. 
Now the opening south of Patrick’s Point to the Sonoma/Mendocino county 
line next Tuesday, Jan. 15th. On Saturday they can set their pots out within 
a 64 hour gear-setting period. The rest of the area remains closed, with the 
state agency ready to open with a 72-hour advance notice for when trap 
gear can be set.

A homeless man found dead in Fort Bragg, in front of a business. Police say 
the 61 year old was found New Year’s Eve morning on North Main Street. 
He was apparently known well by Fort Bragg police and in the homeless 
community. His name’s not been released because his family’s not been 
notified yet. Police say there’s no evidence of trauma or foul play, his body 
found near a boat outside The Shop. They also say he had been hit by a car 
a day before, but don’t think that had anything to do with his death, but he 
went to the hospital with facial injuries and refused treatment. After the 
accident someone called to report a man staggering and fell by the movie 
theaters in town, then the next day a call for a sleeping man.

Several hundred modular homes have been approved for more than 1,000 
Camp Fire victims at a local industrial park. The Gridley City Council said 
yes to a short-term lease agreement with the federal government for 350 
homes. More than 14,000 homes were destroyed in the fire in November 
and as many as 30,000 people were without a home in Paradise, Magalia 
and Concow. There were some objections from residents, like the amount of 
traffic it will bring, possible increased crime and a financial burden on the 
city. But the City Administrator and City Attorney say they’re working to 
ensure the mobile homes fit in the undeveloped parcel and other factors are 
taken care of. The federal government is putting up nearly a half million 
dollars for the homes.

Contractors living in the Camp Fire burn who lost tools will be able to 
replace them with a $500,000 equipment giveaway. It’s tomorrow and 
Saturday at California Service Tool. Those who are employed in the 
construction industry need to show their FEMA case number or SBA 
disaster number, their contractor’s license number or a license number for 
their employer, and their id to qualify. Valley Contractors Exchange and 
Apex Tool Group, California Service Tools and other suppliers partnering to 
help local contractors. For more info, Valley Contractors Exchange, 343-
1981, or elizabeth.

It’s been a short time since the three new members of the Lakeport Unified 
School District Board were elected and now the board has voted to oust the 
superintendent. Lake Co News reports the termination without a reason and 
will cost the district money as the contract for the Super’s not up yet. The 
news site reports there were two closed door meetings with the 
Superintendent April Leiferman last night, and the board then announced 
the termination. She was only hired last May nad has a three year contract, 
so she would have to be paid a full year. The board reportedly moving 
forward with attorney’s then working to separate Leiferman from the District. 
Several members of the audience apparently not happy with the decision, 
some started to speak out and things got a little heated. Some complaining 
about the new board saying the district’s reputation’s been tarnished. No 
word who would take over as interim Superintendent.
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A missing juvenile reported in Clearlake, police reaching out to the public for 
help finding the at-risk juvenile. 15 year old Seaira Dotson last seen at her 
home early Wednesday morning. She’s considered at risk because of info 
cops gathered in the course of the investigation. The teen’s described as a 
black girl, 5 foot 6 inches tall and 100 pounds, with green eyes and brown 
hair. They’re asking anyone who may have seen her to call the police 
station.

Several Congressional members across Calif., including Mike Thompson, 
John Garamendi and Jared Huffman in a group of more than 40 against the 
President’s comments on Calif wildfires, calling them false and defamatory. 
The president tweeting he’s directing FEMA to halt all money to the state 
until forest management is under control. They sent a letter to the president 
yesterday calling his statements cruel and dishonest as related to 
withholding disaster assistance for California communities struggling to 
recover from wildfires until changes are made to state-level forest 
management policies. The letter goes on to say there are thousands who’ve 
lost everything and they deserve empathy and support from their President.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors considering zones of benefit so 
money can be put aside for wildfire prevention. At the board meeting this 
week, the District 5 Supervisor Rob Brown was looking for a proposal this 
week, but apparently there was an engineer’s report and other information 
not yet available. The board considering Brown’s proposal with no action 
taken so far. He wants these zones of benefit mostly in his District paid for 
by a one-time fee from property owners in high fire risk communities around 
Mt. Konocti. It would pay for abatement projects in the area with the 
$500,000 expected to be raised.

The last enrollment period for Covered California ending soon, so there’s a 
statewide enrollment tour to get the word out. Anyone interested in a state 
health insurance plan has to sign up by Tuesday to be covered this year. 
The Executive Director of Covered Calif. Says they want to make sure those 
who want to sign up know the deadline is earlier than it has been in years 
past. There are six marketplaces in the country still enrolling folks. The Jan. 
15 deadline in Calif because of a state law that open enrollment would run 
from Oct. 15 through Jan. 15 every year. For more info visit www. 
CoveredCA.com.

After a traffic stop in Willits, deputies arrest someone they say had a warrant 
out for burglary and theft. Marvin Gibson the rear passenger in the car 
arrested on the warrant, then when deputies continue their investigation, 
they also find Alice Strang who they say gave them fake contact info. They 
say she also gave a fake name for her passenger and found she was trying 
to help Gibson  avoid arrest for the warrant. So she too was arrested for 
harboring, aiding or concealing a wanted fugitive. She was held on 
$15,000.00 bail and Gibson on $100,000.00 bail for the felony warrant.

Blood found along with three bodies at a home in Willits. Someone calls the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office then meets police at the home after a 
welfare check because they couldn’t reach the resident. Deputies say the 
caller went to the home and looked through a window and saw a lot of blood 
on the floor of the home. Deputies went inside and found the bodies and 
evidence it was a triple murder. Investigators still working on the crime, with 
no further information released.



No more abalone hunting allowed for a couple years. Storm swells have 
eroded some of the coast and a very strong swell the middle of December 
reportedly reshaped beaches, so the Calif. Fish and Game Commission had 
extended the North Coast recreational abalone season to at least 2021. The 
Advocate newspaper reports the Environmental Program Manager for 
invertebrates at state agency says they’re coming up with a limited access 
fishing plan if abalone recover enough by 2021. He also blamed climate 
change for the uncertain environment that has meant handling the fishery in 
a different way.

A storage shed in Fort Bragg catches fire but is not allowed to spread 
thanks to the quick work of firefighters. Firefighters got to the fully-involved 
shed fire before it engulfed a home next to it a week and a half ago. They 
also say the exterior wall of the home was burning when they got there. 
CalFire and the Fort Bragg Fire Department were on the scene. No word yet 
how the fire started.

Several million dollars from the federal government for fire recovery may not 
be coming after all as the president is reportedly looking at using the money 
for his border wall instead. This in a report from the New York Post this 
morning. Plus we have the government shutdown which means, towns that 
burned in October 2017 won’t get federal grants to rebuild. The federal 
government shutdown coming up to entering its 4th week. The president 
reportedly threatened to use wildfire and hurricane relief funds from 
California and Puerto Rico. The Press Democrat reports FEMA also 
delaying several public assistance projects.

A man from Canada goes missing in Calif along the Lost Coast trail. Rescue 
crews in Humboldt County out looking for Rick Eastep of Ontario as another 
storm is headed our way. The man’s family says they haven’t heard from 
him in three days when he texted he hurt his back and was at Miller Flat. 
That’s about nine miles north of Shelter Cove where he was headed. His 
brother says Eastep has some hiking and backpacking experience.

Several residents out at the Lucerne Senior Center for the first Town Hall 
Council of 2019. They’re working on a resolution to get the Board of 
Supervisors to set aside money from the sale of the Lucerne Hotel so its re-
invested in the community. They also discussed beefing up law enforcement 
in town. Newly elected District 3 supervisor EJ Crandell was there with the 
five council members. The resolution the council decided, would first pay for 
dredging of Lucerne Harbor Park, plus they want to buy new docks and 
expand available dock space.

The new Governor has released his first budget proposal, putting money 
into some of his signature campaign promises, namely education, health 
care coverage and housing. Governor Newsom’s also proposing paying 
down some of California’s unfunded pension liabilities, $4 billion towards the 
state’s outstanding debt and nearly %5 billion for reserves. The budget also 
calls for funding retirement plans and paying down CalPERS and CalSTRS 
to save taxpayers nearly $15 million over thirty years. There’s still a major 
funding gap for retirement plans with the governor’s proposal.

The sale of the Palace Hotel is on. It’s set for this morning, but there could 
be last minute changes, according to the Daily Journal. As of yesterday, it 
was moving forward. The building’s receiver was trying to sell before a 
foreclosure. Right now it’s set for 10 am on the steps of the county 
courthouse. The building has been sitting dormant for some time. The last 
owner made a purchase of the building in 1990 and never reopened it. 
There was some attempt a couple years ago, but then the city moved to 
have it declared a public nuisance. Right now the auction price looks to start 
at under a million dollars.



Still without a cannabis dispensary in Ukiah. The planning director tells the 
Daily Journal they’ve had five applications, then three were withdrawn. One 
approved, Cannavine was first a medical dispensary. The owner then 
amended their permit to allow recreational sales. As we reported the owner 
got an approval last month, they say they are looking to open sometime this 
month. The planning director says there’s also another moving along in the 
process, Heritage Mendocino Cannabis Microbusiness, but it’s near the 
airport and there’s some objection to that. The City Council will consider the 
project next month.

More upheaval for the Lakeport Unified School Board. A day after the board 
decides to oust the school superintendent, one of the board members who 
voted against the expulsion, has herself resigned. Lake Co News reports 
Lori Holmes is out, telling the news site she’s tendered her resignation with 
the Lake County Superintendent of Schools. Holmes was on the board since 
the fall of 2011. The superintendent let go, potentially in response to the 
removal of Terrace Middle School Principal Rachel Paarsch who is now 
suing the district. The board’s now called for a special meeting tomorrow at 
2 p.m. to talk about superintendent recruitment and transition.

A teenager from Clearlake reported missing earlier this week has been 
found safe. Clearlake Police say 15 year old Seaira Dotson was found after 
being reported missing Wednesday morning.

A couple of big rigs bang into each other on Highway 199. It happened 
Wednesday evening. One driver, Michael Petel headed south just north of 
Hardscrabble Creek Bridge when the other driver, Ben Field was headed 
north in the same area. They are still investigating the reasons they 
crashed, but Petel for some reason, traveled over the double yellows and 
crashed into the other big rig. Petel went down an embankment and both 
trucks were leaking oil on the road and shoulder of the highway. The drivers 
each had minor injuries, but only Petel went to a hospital. A local fire 
department and Caltrans were on the scene and the two trucks were towed 
out of the area.

A woman from Covelo who first didn’t show up for a court appearance 
related to aiding a felon has now been in court and sentenced. 21 year old 
Antonia Dulce Bautista Dalson in court yesterday after not showing up last 
month. She surrendered to tribal police just before Christmas. She was 
found guilty of being an accessory to felon Negie Fallis’ illegal possession of 
firearms. Her lawyers argued she was accepting full responsibility but 
deserved leniency due to her age, lack of criminal record, drug addiction, 
and desire to get back custody of her children. But the DA said the crimes 
were aggravated and some calls made to prison to Fallis. She’s now 
sentenced to 18 months in county jail and another 18 months of mandatory 
supervision.

More info on the triple murder we told you about in Willits. The Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s office reports a man and woman in a romantic relationship 
and an 8 year old boy all dead. There were no documented cases of 
domestic violence in the family, but they’ve concluded the man killed the 
woman, the child and himself with a stolen firearm from a neighbor’s home. 
They’ve not released the names of the family due to pending notification of 
next of kin. Autopsies are set for Tuesday. The triple murder suicide 
discovered by someone who had called one of the home’s occupants, but 
they didn’t answer their phones, so they went to the home, and saw blood 
thru a window and called cops. Police came and also saw blood, then found 
the bodies.
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A jury deadlocked in the case of a young man accused of a home burglary. 
The Mendocino County D-A’s office reports 18 year old Georgie Eugene 
Britton Hoaglin of Covelo accused of residential burglary, a felony and also 
charged as a so-called "hot burg" which means the homeowner was at 
home at the time of the crime. Hoaglin is accused too of having a previous 
Strike conviction. The matter goes back for review with the DA’s office and if 
they can find evidence to try the case again, they say they will.

Governor Newsom has ordered a complete overhaul of the DMV. Newsom 
calling the Dept. of Motor Vehicles, quote, “chronically mismanaged”. This 
after the agency botched thousands of voter registrations and one worker 
was found to have been sleeping on the job for hours. Employees further 
reported to be so stressed because of over working, overtime at the agency 
was up 232 percent between June 2017 and June 2018. Then just a couple 
months ago it came out that the state’s REAL IDs may not be compliant with 
federal regulations, so a last minute extension had to be given. The director 
also resigned last month after almost four decades there. Newsom has 
appointed a cabinet secretary to oversee a “comprehensive modernization 
and reinvention” of the DMV.

A Chinese restaurant in Fort Bragg burglarized. Police called on New Year’s 
Day to Lee’s Chinese for the report of a burglary the night before. They say 
a small amount of money and the entire ATM were swiped from the 
restaurant. Police called the Sheriff’s Dept. to report the ATM was found 
January 2nd, plus whoever took the machine left some evidence behind. 
DNA picked of fingerprints sent to the Department of Justice. The Police 
Dept. also asking for the public’s help for anyone who may have seen 
anything around the restaurant New Years Eve. They say they think there 
were several people involved and at least one pickup truck used for the 
burglary. Plus power tools were used so that would have meant quite a bit of 
noise.

There could be a week without pay for the Coast Guard as the government 
shutdown goes on for a 4th week, the longest shutdown ever. The Coast 
Guard was paid last week after some sort of loophole was found, but that 
won’t happen again. A memo circulated to members saying they could find 
side gigs for the time being and make money thru yard sales or house-
sitting. A local spokesperson for the Coast Guard says they’re starting to 
feel it, where some local businesses are closing down temporarily. And the 
nonprofit, Coast Guard Mutual Assistance says they have as much as $15 
million to help members. But one payday for the entire workforce is $150 
million.

Food stamps being hit now by the government shutdown too. The benefits 
will be sent early this round, on or around the 20th of the month. But no clue 
what happens for March payments. It’s about $5 billion dollars for food 
assistance programs every month, there’s a contingency fund as well with 
about $3 billion, but that won’t cover all of the monthly benefit 
disbursements. There are pop up food banks in Washington D-C for those 
not getting a paycheck. And nationally food banks are reportedly running at 
capacity.

There’s a new crowd fund to fight the threat of wildfires, the “Goat Fund Me” 
campaign in Nevada City. The money to be raised so goats can be brought 
in to much on weeds. They’re available in the winter. Apparently, there’s 
such a demand, the goats rented out in many other municipalities across the 
state, so the goat ranchers are having a tough time meeting demand. The 
herds go out for about $500-$1,500/acre with a couple hundred goats 
plowing thru about an acre a day. The Nevada City Vice Mayor telling the 
LA Times, they have to be proactive themselves, because nobody else is 
going to step up.



A woman from Forestville has serious injuries after a wrong-way crash into 
her on the 101 near the Central Healdsburg Avenue off-ramp. 50 year old 
Katherine Pisesky driving south on the highway coming back from Lakeport 
when the alleged drunk driver hit her. She had to be extricated out of her 
2015 VW Beetle which was totaled. Another car driven by Hector Omar 
Cisneros-Ramirez heading north in the southbound lanes slammed into her 
at a high rate of speed. A GMC also involved with two passengers in the 
SUV with minor injuries. Pisesky had multiple severe trauma injuries, 
including to her head. Cisneros-Ramirez arrested for driving under the 
influence and causing injury, and for two misdemeanors of reckless driving 
and violating probation.

Fort Bragg police arrest a woman after reports of a car without headlights 
driving on the wrong side of the road. Cops say the suspect turned back 
around towards them and approached, then crossed both lanes and almost 
crashed head-on with the officer. The woman, Lorraine Smith of Fort Bragg 
showed signs of maybe being drunk and she had a suspended driver’s 
license. Cops gave her Field Sobriety Tests and a breathalyzer showed she 
had a blood alcohol content of almost 0.21 which is way over the legal limit 
of point 08%. So the woman was arrested for DUI and taken to jail. While 
there deputies say they found her car matched the description of one in an 
accident with a parked car. So she was also charged with hit and run.

A new survey regarding the safety of LGBTQ kids in California was less 
improved than in previous years. The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network shows in 2017, there were multiple secondary schools “not safe” for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer students. The research from 
the nationwide GLSEN’s 2017 biennial National School Climate Survey. The 
survey showing for the first time in ten years, victimization of LGBTQ youth 
was not going down as in previous years, and that it was actually worse for 
transgender and gender nonconforming youth. In 2017 2,240 secondary 
students in Calif. responded to the survey with 19 percent in rural or small 
towns.

It’s finally here. A local Dunkin Donuts. The company now just goes by 
Dunkin’ but they’ve got donuts and other goodies, with Baskin-Robbins. The 
new shop at the 3 Brothers Travel Plaza on Highway 20. Last Thursday was 
the grand opening. The donut baking starts the night before and they open 
at 5 AM. Apparently last week they had line-ups of locals who couldn’t wait 
to get their hands on a warm donut, plus on opening day last Thursday, they 
had give-aways, including a $150 gift card for the first customer and $75 gift 
cards to the second and third customers.

PG&E looks to be headed to the red as shares tumble due to liabilities 
related to the 2017 and 2018 wildfires tally to “at least” $15 billion. A recent 
assessment by Moody’s Investor Services says the utility will need a quote 
“extraordinary intervention” to avoid bankruptcy. So state regulators and 
legislators may need to step in to help. PG&E has been downgraded as well 
to junk levels by S&P Global Ratings. The two agencies warning the utility 
more downgrades could happen if the company’s financial condition didn’t 
make a quick turnaround.

Storms continue to line up in Northern California with the National Weather 
Service issuing a special weather statement for Lake County and other 
areas of Northern Calif. The storm coming today, but in Mendocino County a 
mild chance of rain today, then 100% later. The storms should continue thru 
Thursday with a breather, then more next weekend into Monday. The 
second storm will bring more rain tomorrow, then Wednesday and Thursday, 
a whole lot more. Snow will probably fall too in the Northern part of the state, 
above the 5,000 foot level tonight and above 6,000 feet tomorrow night and 
Thursday.
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A man from Clearlake’s been arrested with a bunch of meth on him. Police 
say they pulled 56 year old Roger Vigil over Friday morning for a traffic 
enforcement stop, but even from the outside of the car, the patrol officer saw 
a bag of meth in plain site near the center console. So the man was arrested 
immediately and cops found more meth on him and a bunch of cash and 
paraphernalia. They say he also had phony license plates on his car so it 
was towed away. He’s charged with possession of narcotics for sale, 
transportation of narcotics and forged vehicle registration.

The CEO of PG&E is out. The leader of the troubled utility, Geisha Williams 
reportedly resigned in the face of possible bankruptcy and even criminal 
charges after last year’s devastating Camp Fire. Williams had been leading 
the agency since March of 2017, the first Latina chief executive of a Fortune 
500 company. Now the utility’s executive vice president and general counsel 
is serving as the interim chief executive as PG&E looks for Williams 
permanent replacement. This comes after the Camp Fire was believed to 
have been sparkled by equipment near an ignition point. The company also 
blamed for several 2017 fires, still no word how the massive Tubbs Fire 
started though. The company’s also reportedly considering filing for 
bankruptcy protection.

PG&E has announced they’re filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy due to the 
several billion dollars in possible damages from lawsuits after deadly fires in 
California last year and in October 2017. During the two years of fires there 
was at least $30 billion in potential damages from lawsuits after the fires that 
killed more than 100 people and burned thousands of homes. Last night the 
CEO resigned, then today the largest utility in the nation made the 
announcement so they can hold off creditors and still operate as they try to 
get their finances in order. The lawsuits will still be ongoing, but all of the 
claims will become one in bankruptcy court, without a jury, so it could protect 
the company from massive verdicts. The State’s still investigating if the 
utility’s equipment sparked the Camp Fire as well as the deadliest before it, 
the Tubbs Fire in Oct. 2017. 

PG&E reports they’re filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. Citing 
“extraordinary challenges” after the 2017 and 2018 wildfires in our state. 
Now state Senator Mike McGuire says it’s important to protect survivors of 
the wildfires and ratepayers. McGuire says the state should look at the past 
as a lesson and make sure Californians have access to reliable and 
affordable service, plus he added the needs of fire survivors have to stay a 
top priority. In the utility’s filing with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, they gave 15-days notice, which is required by law in order to 
file for bankruptcy.

In order to protect the West Coast from off shore drilling, Congressman 
Jared Huffman reintroduced a couple of bills. He says opening public waters 
to oil and gas companies jeopardizes fragile ecosystems, adding they can’t 
stand by as the Trump administration puts profit from polluters over long-
term interests of Americans. His West Coast Ocean Protection Act would 
ban any new oil or natural gas leases off the coasts of California, Oregon 
and Washington. Huffman has said in the past, he thinks a quote, “true 
‘America first” energy policy means oil off beaches while investing in home-
grown renewable sources of power.



A man who died in a home in Chico where several people overdosed over 
the weekend has been identified. Police say 34 year old Aris Turner died, an 
autopsy is pending. The Coroner’s Office says they’re unaware of more 
deaths related to the incident last Saturday. The “mass overdose” ended 
with a dozen others in the hospital too. Police say they think it was from a 
combo of fentanyl and another drug at an after party. The police chief says 
the rest of those in the hospital were all released in good health. Someone 
in the home reportedly called 9-1-1 as they all started to experience the 
overdose. Cops found drugs at the home and have taken samples for 
testing. The home was also being treated as a hazmat site afterward. The 
home in question also had several police calls last year, mostly for noise, 
one for domestic violence, and one more for leaking vehicle liquid.

If PG&E is allowed to go thru with the Chapter 11 bankruptcy it means those 
with claims against the massive utility would have to wait longer and maybe 
get less. Last year lawmakers even tried to change some bills around to 
protect the company should they need to file for bankruptcy protection, but 
that looks to be a moot point now. A federal bankruptcy judge would decide 
how the utility reorganizes. The official filing will happen Jan. 29th, after a 
mandatory 15 days notice. Then the judge will decide who gets money and 
who doesn’t, and will stop all lawsuits accusing the utility in the October 
2017 wildfires which killed 44 people and destroyed 8,900 homes. The 
bankruptcy will probably take as long as a year and a half to resolve.

A fire has flattened the only funeral home on the Mendocino Coast. The 
Chapel by the Sea in Fort Bragg burned Saturday after the fire started on 
the second floor of the old 6,800 square foot building. The Fort Bragg Fire 
Department on the scene seeing the second floor totally engulfed in flames, 
so they went to work to set up a line around it so it didn’t spread. It took a 
few hours for the fire to be contained and a couple more to mop up. Officials 
say the old redwood construction was why the fire got so intense and 
spread so fast. They were still trying to figure out a damage estimate 
yesterday, but the building was considered a total loss. One of the owners 
just lost his home in Paradise in the Camp Fire. And apparently the owners 
have some other businesses that were impacted by the Carr Fire in July.

More flu activity’s reported in Calif. The state Department of Public Health 
says it’s important to get vaccinated if you’ve not done so already. There’s 
been flu activity reported in every region of the state and the department 
says, above expected levels for this time of year. The peak of the season is 
in January and February, but can continue until the spring.

For more information about the flu, including weekly updates on flu activity, 
visit the CDPH influenza Web page. To find a vaccine location near you, 
visit HealthMap Vaccine Finder.

The CEO of PG&E who announced her retirement a couple of days ago 
looks to be getting a fat severance package. The Press Democrat reports 
former Chief Executive Officer Geisha Williams may get millions. Her 
resignation and the company’s impending bankruptcy filing announced 
Sunday. Williams was running the company a couple of years. During her 
tenure, the company was blamed for massive wildfires in Northern Calif and 
was being sued. The utility announced yesterday Williams would get 
somewhere between $2.3 to $4.5 million, plus another $3 million or so in 
pension benefits, but that may be lost with the bankruptcy filing. She earned 
more than $8.5 million in 2017.



01/16/19

A special weather statement due to a few storms in Northern Calif. Two 
major ones headed our way, the first tonight into tomorrow morning, the 
next, tomorrow afternoon into Thursday night. The second one is supposed 
to be even stronger, with heavier rain and strong winds. The National 
Weather Service warning there could be local flooding in urban areas, small 
streams, and possibly near the Mendocino and Carr Fire burn scars. It could 
mean rivers rise near their monitor stage and giant waves, as high as 20 to 
25 ft and breakers of 25 to 30 feet Thursday. They warn to look out for 
downed tree branches with local power outages, debris flows in fire burn 
areas and large surf and possible coastal flooding. Also, heavy snow in 
some mountain passes. Winds of up to 70 mph are also possible in the 
second storm.

Due to PG&E’s impending bankruptcy, customers can expect higher 
monthly bills. This a warning from one consumer group, a lawmaker and 
former PUC commissioner. Mark Toney of the Utility Reform Network says 
PG&E has filed for bankruptcy before, and customers took the brunt of it, 
ending up with massive bills over a ten year period. That’s according to 
former PUC Commissioner Loretta Lynch. She says this time though, the 
PUC cannot approve a bankruptcy settlement that violates state law and it 
has to have regulatory will power to enforce the law and protect the 
ratepayers.

A man from Clearlake Oaks accused of killing two people in a shootout and 
the attempted murder of three others including a CHP officer was supposed 
to be in court this week but the case is continued. Alan Ashmore accused of 
the Oct. 2017 shooting spree had pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity 
last year. His trial was supposed to start tomorrow, but now there’s a 
settlement hearing set for March instead. And there’s also a jury trial set to 
begin at the end of March. Ashmore’s been in custody since his arrest. He 
was evaluated by a couple doctors and the report’s been sent to the court. 
His dad and a friend were the two killed.

A man from Clearklake’s arrested and pleaded not guilty for the beating and 
robbery of another man. Paul Mendez arrested after an incident last 
December where police say he attacked Nicholas Vining. He’s charged with 
battery with serious bodily injury, robbery and assault with a deadly weapon 
(not a firearm) with likely gross bodily injury. Vining came out of a medically 
induced coma and told police it was Mendez who attacked him. At the same 
time Mendez is on active parole for sexual battery plus he’s a registered sex 
offender with ankle monitoring. He admitted he assaulted Vining and is held 
without bond because of the parole violation.

Bank of America has donated its building to Lakeport and the City Council 
has voted to accept it. The Lakeport branch was closed at the end of 2017 
with only its ATM operational. The City Manager presented the donation to 
the council, saying she was excited about the donation which has been 
talked about for about a year. The building’s valued at nearly a half million 
dollars. And the city has to allow the ATM to stay. The bank’s lawyers 
reportedly have the documents for the donation and after they’re signed the 
building will be in escrow and close within a month or so.



A major storm is headed our way with an atmospheric river, so a ton of rain 
and snow, along with fast moving wind. There’s a high wind watch this 
afternoon into early tomorrow morning in Lake and Mendocino Counties as 
well as a Flood Watch for both as well. At the Lakeport City Council meeting 
last night the Public Works Director told councilmembers he sent an email to 
members and staff about severe weather concerns because there could be 
7 inches of rain in 24 hours along with the fast winds. That of course to lead 
to downed trees and no power. There are reports we could see some 
thunderstorms this afternoon and evening over burn scars which could 
mean debris flows and heavy mountain snow above the 5,000 foot level.

Reports of debris in Clear Lake lead the Lake County Water Resources 
Department to announce a warning after stormwater runoff from recent 
rains. Trees and other floating debris plus now another storm’s coming. 
They warn there could be logs on the surface, and others submerged. So if 
you venture out, stay at a safe speed and keep a clear line of vision ahead, 
especially during dusk and dawn. They’ll patrol the lake and remove 
hazardous floating debris too.

A veteran school administrator’s been chosen as the interim school 
superintendent for Lakeport. After the ousting of April Leiferman last week, 
the board chose Patrick Iaccino, who used to be the superintendent of the 
Upper Lake Unified School District. He retired about a year and a half ago. 
The board meeting Monday went almost four hours including some closed 
sessions on the matter. Iaccino and another former county superintendent 
Judy Luchsinger were interviewed in open session. One board member quit 
after Leiferman was terminated. Lake Co News reports there was concern 
others might be expelled in the district, but the board said they had no 
intention of letting anyone else go and anything to the contrary was rumor.

Butte County is suing PG&E. The announcement only a couple days after 
the utility announced they were filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection. 
86 people died in the Camp fire and more than 14,000 homes were 
destroyed, including practically the entire town of Paradise. The lawsuit 
blaming the utility company for the fire November 8th which is being called 
the deadliest and most destructive in state history. Others are also suing 
PG&E for the Camp Fire, plus, the fires of October 2017 where 44 people 
died and thousands more homes were lost. Some of the fires have been 
linked to PG&E equipment.

A woman who was killed along with her 8 year old son by her boyfriend 
reportedly went thru years of abuse. Krissy Lynn Orbon’s family speaking 
out after her death, saying she dealt with years of verbal and physical abuse 
but she was too afraid to get help or leave him. The Press Democrat reports 
Michael Wilkins of Willits was suspected of murdering Orbon and their 8-
year-old son, Damian before taking his own life. Police say Wilkins used a 
stolen rifle for the shootings, but there had never been any reports of 
domestic abuse before. The couple broke up about a month before their 
deaths. But Obon’s grandma says Wilkins assaulted her, even when she 
was pregnant, and threatened to kill her more than once.



State Sens. Bill Dodd and Mike McGuire working with the Governor and 
other lawmakers after the bankruptcy announcement by PG&E to protect 
fire survivors and ratepayers. A measure passed in the last session to help 
PG&E stay afloat and let the utility use ratepayers as a way to pay damages 
for the October 2017 fires, but that won’t apply to the Camp Fire or others in 
2018. The utility did the same in 2001, due to $9 billion in debt and rising 
wholesale power costs. McGuire says he wants to see the utility come up 
with a plan to get out of the mess. He adds that lawmakers and Governor 
Newsome are working overtime to come up with some safeguards to ensure 
survivors who lost everything in the North Bay and Camp fires are protected. 
The governor announced Monday he is consulting with experts on 
bankruptcy and finance but also said they need to be patient.

An extension for those seeking new health insurance thru the state. 
Covered California says those interested in enrolling have three more days 
to finish up. The deadline was yesterday, but there was a surge of 
applications on Monday. So for those applying before midnight tonight, they 
have some breathing room. The Executive Director of Covered California 
says thousands waiting until the final day, and they’re there to help quote, 
"get across the finish line.” You can use an insurance agent, the Covered 
California website or call for help. If completed, care coverage would begin 
February 1st.

A warning about possible flooding ahead of the atmospheric river storm 
incoming today. Forecasters warn of soaking rain and a potential for 
flooding, with high winds and a blanket of snow in the Sierra Nevada of up 
to 4 feet. The National Weather Service warning of heavy rain and possible 
flooding this afternoon into tomorrow morning and gusty winds of up to 60 
mph. We could see a half foot of rain in some areas and could be the 
strongest storm of the winter so far. From the Oregon border to San Diego, 
it’ll be wet. Forecasters say heavy rain could cause flooding on streets 
tonight and that small streams and creeks could run high and flood with 
rainfall rates at an 1 inch an hour. There are also blizzard conditions 
possible tomorrow in the Sierra Nevada at elevations of 7,000 feet and 
higher and 8 to 18 inches of snow expected below 7,000 feet with a 
possibility of as much as 30 inches.

The Ukiah City Council considers declaring a homeless shelter crisis. The 
declaration tonight at their meeting so the city can qualify for grants from the 
state for two projects. The Homeless Emergency Aid Program or HEAP 
grants from the state and Mendocino County is supposed to be getting as 
much as $5 million from it. The city council discussed the declaration at their 
meeting before Xmas vacation. It was announced then that Continuums of 
Care are eligible to apply for grants to use for homeless services, rental help 
and capital improvements. But there has to be a crisis declaration first. The 
two projects to use the funds would be finishing up the Redwood 
Community Services shelter and building another bathroom at the Project 
Sanctuary shelter.
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A woman in Fort Bragg’s been detained for a hit and run last weekend. 
Police say they were providing security and traffic control when the fire 
happened at the Chapel by the Sea Saturday when they got a call to help 
the CHP who had detained Shelly Azmi after several witnesses say she had 
crashed into another car on N. Main Street then took off. She was found at 
her home with moderate damage to her car. The other car also had 
moderate damage, but there were no injuries reported. Azmi was contacted 
by Fort Bragg Police and they say she seemed drunk. They say after 
detaining her, she tried to kick out the back bars of the patrol vehicle and hit 
her head. They repeatedly warned her to stop, but she wouldn’t so they had 
to restrain her. Then she was taken to a hospital for treatment then cleared 
to go to jail. She had her blood drawn which was sent to the Department of 
Justice laboratory for processing. She’s could be charged with Hit-and-Run 
Collision and more after her blood test comes back. 

Money’s been raised by students and staffers at Eagle Peak Middle School 
in Redwood Valley along with other schools in Ukiah to buy school supplies 
for thousands of other kids in Butte County impacted by the Camp Fire. 
They’re calling the fundraiser Backpacks for Butte. All of the supplies and 
the backpacks going to the Butte County Office of Education. A 5th grade 
teacher from Eagle Peak, Karlie Gallagher, lead the whole thing which so far 
has brought in more than 150 backpacks and boxes of school supplies. The 
idea came after Gallagher spoke to her class about the Camp Fire which 
killed 86 people and destroyed nearly 15,000 homes. The teacher says the 
kids had been thru similar experiences and they came up with the idea. So 
Gallagher called the county’s education department and found out at least 
5,000 kids had lost their homes and needed backpacks and school supplies.

A man from San Francisco has been arrested after police found him driving 
a stolen mail truck. Fort Bragg Police say they got a call last Saturday 
morning for the stolen United States Postal Service truck, and they saw the 
driver at a Chevron Gas Station. He was then detained and held at 
gunpoint, but say he wouldn’t listen to their commands and had to be 
“forced” into handcuffs. He’s been identified as 23 year old Aerius Price. He 
was taken back to San Francisco to face federal charges.

An appointment to the Lakeport Fire Protection District Board. The city 
council approved Alan Flora out of a pool of seven applicants. An Ad Hoc 
committee reportedly decided to create the position. Flora reportedly chosen 
for his fiscal experience. Last month the board came up with a way to move 
forward on appointments for the board, one district board member to be 
appointed in 2019 for a four year term. Then another will be appointed next 
year so the terms are staggered.

Lake County moving forward to officially be a dark sky community, which 
essentially means, a change to light pollution legislation. A nonprofit the 
Friends of Taylor Observatory supporting the legislation to regulate light 
pollution from streetlights and in other ways. That would help the county get 
certification from the International Dark Skies Association. The nonprofit that 
promotes stargazing says there are about 100 locations around the world 
designated as International Dark Sky Places. If Lake County gets the 
designation, it would be the only one in the country.



Lakeport Police are partnering with Lake County Behavioral Services. The 
police chief and the Health Services Administrator report the Lakeport City 
Council and Lake County Board of Supervisors approved the agreement to 
allow crisis workers to work with cops in the field and at the police station. 
The partnership begins this month. The police chief says it’s to provide 
better service for those in need of behavioral health assistance. The 
department says many of the calls they get are for people needing this kind 
of help and even though officers are trained for it, the chief says the 
partnership will help provide more expertise and faster response to those in 
need.

A woman and a man in Butte County have been arrested in connection to a 
drug overdose at the Gold Country Casino in Oroville. Jonathan Shade of 
Roseville and Holly Barker of Paradise are charged with several crimes 
including child endangerment, possession of a controlled substance and 
possession of drug paraphernalia. The two were treated and released at a 
hospital after the incident last weekend. They have a five month old infant 
which was found with them. Another man was treated and released from a 
hospital after the incident too. Detectives are working to find out where the 
drugs involved were from and if it’s connected to one in Chico.

Another massive storm, maybe the worst of the winter so far is expected 
and the ocean will be affected. Forecasters say Gale force winds out of the 
south will slow down today, but the swell will keep happening thru tonight 
with wave heights of up to 30 feet which means there will be more erosion 
and changes to the ocean floor due to so-called shoaling, creating a 
hazardous and chaotic sea state. In places normally deemed safe, the sea 
will be hazardous and will most likely affect local crab fishing and other 
marine interests.

Another statement from the National Weather Service on the weather event 
currently happening. High surf over 30 ft along the Mendocino Coast so low 
areas on Highway 1 and areas like Arena Cove in Point Arena could flood. 
The Navarro River is forecast for minor flood stage tonight through early 
tomorrow morning, so like in the past, it could mean Highway 128 will have 
to be closed. The Russian River is not supposed to flood but could be 
impacted in low areas of Highway 175. If needed you can get sandbags at 
local fire stations for free.

Already seeing some effects from the first winter storm, fast winds and 
heavy rain brought down a bunch of trees in Lake County. Power outages 
also reported that put the lights out for thousands. There were also reports 
of flooded streets yesterday. The National Weather Service reported several 
inches of rain across Lake County, with nearly 6 inches in the Boggs 
Mountain State Demonstration Forest. Also Clearlake rose nearly 3 feet 
Rumsey by early this morning. Firefighters in Cobb went to a home after a 
tree fell on it. No injuries reported but the residents couldn’t stay there. As 
many as 4,500 people without power in Clearlake, Clearlake Highlands and 
Middletown yesterday.

The Womens Marches happening across the country this weekend, in 
Ukiah, it’s Saturday. Starting at 11am, folks will meet at the Alex Thomas 
Plaza in Downtown Ukiah with speakers, music and more. The first Womens 
March was the day after the inauguration of President Trump. Speakers will 
speak on immigration and family separation and more. Those joining are 
encouraged to wear red to support Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women. The Women’s March is sponsored by the Inland Mendocino 
Democrat Club and the Mendocino Environmental Center.



Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. on the lookout for a man they say is 
wanted for several crimes. Deputies searching for Tim Sanderson for 
possession of a firearm, possession for sale and person prohibited from 
having a firearm, among other alleged crimes. The warrant calls for bail of 
$120,000. He’s described as a 59 year old man, 5 foot 9, 110 pounds with 
Brown Hair and Blue Eyes. They say he was last seen in Laytonville. 
They’re asking anyone who may have seen him or has information that 
could lead to his arrest to call the Sheriff’s Dept.

An Assembly investigation says an ex legislator probably kissed a legislative 
employee against her will. The investigation made public yesterday from an 
outside investigator who confirmed the incidents reported against Sebastian 
Ridley-Thomas that he kissed the employee, held her hand, and called her 
several times even after she said she wasn’t interested. The Democrat 
resigned a year ago saying he had some sort of health issue and had 
various surgeries related to it. His lawyer says he never did any of it. There 
were also three other Democratic legislators who resigned in 2017 and early 
last year related to sexual misconduct complaints, and others have been 
sanctioned. There was even a $350,000 settlement with a former employee 
who claims the Senate didn’t’ take action and fired her after she reported 
Assembly employee raped her.

Home marijuana deliveries now legal in the state. Even for towns where 
legal weed is not sold. The state Bureau of Cannabis Control allowing the 
deliveries, something opposed by police chiefs and others saying it will 
create chaos and there might even be hidden transactions. The idea’s been 
pushed by Cannabis companies and consumers because there are areas 
where legal pot sales are not allowed. So residents in those areas cannot 
make purchases. State regulators using the business and professions code 
to allow this, as it says local governments can’t prevent delivery on public 
roads by a licensed operator.

Eight homes in Shelter Cove with major damage after giant waves crashed 
down on the shoreline. The homes on Lower Pacific Drive. Shelter Cove 
Fire reports one of them had as many as 10 broken windows. Other homes 
were flooded out and furniture damaged, another with a broken door. Others 
with debris, water and mud throughout. The Fire Dept. reports wearing life 
jackets to assess damage, saying they’ve never seen waves like that. One 
firefighter telling Kym Kemp dot com, they were standing on a deck and a 
wave overtook it so they had to run. Power and propane also turned off to 
the homes as a preventative measure. Blue Star gas and the power was out 
working in the area. And firefighters were boarding some of the windows on 
the damaged homes.

Some road closures due to the winter storm. Hwy. 128 west of Navarro from 
mile marker 0 to 11 is closed because of flooding from the Navarro River. 
On Hwy. 175, a closure at Old River Rd. due to flooding of the Russian 
River. State Route 175 in Hopland was closed at the Russian River due to 
flooding. Some in Mendocino County reporting power outages, flood 
warnings, road hazards and crashes last night. As many as 1,000 
customers in Willits reported losing power last night, and another several 
hundred in Laytonville, Fort Bragg and Philo. Both PG&E and Caltrans have 
incident reports on for outages and closures. There are several flood and 
creek watches in effect too mainly near the Navarro and the Russian Rivers. 
Earlier last night there were reports of downed power lines and a small fire 
from sparking lines. Also reports of downed trees and rocks blocking roads. 
PG&E reminding not to touch live downed wires, secure outdoor furniture, 
freeze bottles of water to use for drinking or cooling the fridge, have 
flashlights handy instead of candles.
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A man from Clearlake’s arrested after reports of a robbery and a whole lot of 
marijuana. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reports getting a call to 
the robbery of about 40 pounds of processed marijuana in Redwood Valley. 
They say they gathered info that Brian Cresci was responsible for the 
robbery at gunpoint. So they got a search warrant of his home. He’s already 
a convicted felon, so deputies summoned a SWAT team along with 
Clearlake police. Detectives found ammo and other weapons accessories 
including several high capacity magazines and arrested him. He was held 
on $15,000.00 bail.

The new Fort Bragg mayor has announced several priorities plus mentioned 
some challenges speaking to the city council. Mayor Will Lee praised the 
diversity in the new council, there are two women now and himself, the first 
openly gay mayor. He says he will share responsibility for many tasks, 
giving other members more leverage and said they are all equal, he just has 
more duties. He also mentioned their accomplishments for 2018 including a 
balanced budget and wastewater treatment plant renovation, which came in 
ahead of schedule. The budget last time had a small deficit, but for this 
fiscal year, they’re ahead, more than 20-thousand dollars.

A federal judge reports PG&E not properly insulating power conductors, 
then trees or limbs falling on distribution lines was part of the reason wildfire 
disasters occurred in both 2017 and 2018. The filing in court in San 
Francisco yesterday by Judge William Alsup says after studying the 
materials from the utility company, the court tentatively found this to be the 
single most recurring cause of the fires that together, killed more than 120 
people and burned more than 20 thousand homes in Butte County and 
across the North Bay. A spokesman for PG&E says they’re reviewing the 
order and are committing to complying with all rules and regulations.

City staff in Clearlake presents a plan to collect taxes from vacation rentals 
who advertise online. Lake Co News reports the assistant city manager 
spoke on the matter last June, saying the city collects more than 10% on 
vacation rental taxes and from hotels and the like, but some of that goes 
back into the district for promotion. It’s been steadily climbing, but now the 
city’s looking to collect more from short-term vacation rentals thru online 
companies like AirBNB, VRBO and FlipKey. The city found several listings 
and sent them notice they had to pay the taxes moving forward.

Packed meeting on bringing a Dollar General store to Upper Lake. More 
than 100 people came out in a torrential downpour to hear about the plan at 
the West Region Town Hall Wednesday. There were other matters to be 
discussed, but apparently the development was the hot topic. The 
developer, Cross Development out of Texas had a representative at the 
meeting too who said it will fill a void in the area, bringing affordable goods 
to the community. There were questions and answers with three Board 
Supervisors also in attendance. 102 people voted against the Dollar General 
in the area, only one voted in favor.

A proposal has been sent to the Mendocino County Department of 
Transportation to extend a road near Factory Pipe at the old Masonite Site. 
The deadline to submit proposals was last Friday. And the County’s 
apparently reviewing the proposal which would be taken to the Board of 
Supervisors next. The proposal for an already approved grant for one mile 
of road, a water line, sanitary sewer line, storm drain, and power and 
communication lines. The project would take more than six months and 
could start as soon as this spring.
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Camp Fire survivors living at a fairground since losing their homes may have 
to leave soon. The Chico Enterprise Record is reporting a lease for an 
emergency shelter at the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds ends in  about a week 
and half. The American Red Cross operates the shelter. Now officials in 
Butte County are  trying to find housing for several hundred evacuees.  A 
Red Cross spokesperson says most survivors are in trailers and parked 
RVs, several hundred more people staying in dorms. The fire Nov. 8th killed 
at least 86 people and burned several thousand homes and took out the 
entire town of Paradise.

A man wanted by the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office for Attempted 
murder and various other crimes has been captured. Deputies found 
SESARIO LOZINTO RIOS IV who had been posted as Warrant Wednesday 
online. His bail was $440,000 dollars. They had his description and picture 
up online saying he was last seen in Hopland.

Reports of a shooter on the Santa Rosa Jr. College campus meant the 
evacuation of several students and employees at the school’s art building. 
After a room by room search, it turned out there was no threat. Campus 
police say they had a report of an active shooter for the first time ever. 
Some students were criticizing the school’s alert system after for not telling 
enough people or giving much info. But the police chief says, nothing like it’s 
ever happened, they got all of the info they had out to the community as 
they received it in real time. A student reportedly told a teacher a relative 
told her they were in the building, coming to kill her because she was 
pregnant. Police then rushed the building and evacuated classes. But no 
threat or gunman was found.

The prosecution in a double murder case decades ago has been denied a 
motion to move a retrial to Butte County. The Butte County DA’s office 
arguing Butte County’s population growth over the years and not a lot of 
news on the Steven Crittenden case meant he could get a fair trial locally. 
But the judge said, even though that was a compelling argument, main 
factors from the original 1981 trial applied still, possible prejudicial media 
coverage. 40 articles on the case in the last two years alone, one quoting 
his half brother, calling him a psychopath who admitted to murdering Dr. 
William Chiapella and Katherine Chiapella in January 1987. The pair killed in 
their home in Chico when Crittenden was a college kid. He was found guilty 
in 1989 and sentenced to death. That was overturned though after it was 
found the original prosecutor was potentially motivated by race, Crittenden 
is black. He’s in custody awaiting the new trial.

Ukiah Valley Fire Authority responded to reports of smoke in a closed 
shuttered shop last week after a California highway patrol officer spotted 
what appeared to be a building fire. When crews arrived at the building in 
the 1200 block of North State Street, they found a 56 year old Ukiah man 
sleeping inside. He had been staying there for a couple of days and likely 
started the fire with a candle. He was arrested Saturday, and may face 
arson charges once an investigation determines the cause of the fire.

The merger of Visit Ukiah, The Ukiah Main Street Program and the Greater 
Ukiah Chamber of Commerce has been up for discussion for months now, 
and the merger has now gotten the thumbs up by the City of Ukiah. The 
organizations have similar missions along with overlapping board members, 
and have been looking at ways to merge while holding onto the most 
effective programs of each organization.



Lake County Sheriff’s deputies responded to the 17,000 block of Morgan 
Valley Road in Lower lake on Saturday to find two bail bonds agents had 
fired shots at 40 year old Gregory Crumpler, who was wanted in Mendocino 
County on charges related to illegal drug sales. Crumpler had allegedly 
skipped out on bail and the bail bond agents had tracked him down. The 
shots were fired when the suspect jumped into the vehicle of one of the bail 
bond agents, and fled. Crumpler is still on the run, but the bail bond’s agents 
car was found about three miles away . Anyone with information in the case 
is asked to call central dispatch.

A decision is expected by March on the Mendocino College Student 
Housing Site Master Plan for on campus housing. The team has plans to 
visit the Ukiah Campus before the next board meeting on Feb 13th to 
provide more information and to get feedback. Three housing sites are 
currently being considered are the Campus Hilltop, the student 
center/baseball field option, and one near the solar field/entry road. The 
housing is expected to cost anywhere between $650 to 950 for two 
semesters.

Mass shootings like the one in November at Thousand Oaks Country bar 
are usually followed by rallies for tighter gun control, including laws like ones 
passed in California to raise the legal limit to buy a rifle to 21, initiatives to 
ban all high capacity magazines and require background checks. A new 
report out today may throw cold water on those efforts. According to the US 
Department of Justices Bureau of Justice statistics, nine out of every ten 
state and federal prisoners convicted of crimes using a firearm got their 
guns outside of legal avenues, reinforcing the idea that criminals don’t 
usually observe the law. The study says 43% of prisoners surveyed got their 
gun on the black market, 25% said they got their gun from a friend or family 
member, 10.1% said they got their weapon from a gun retailer, 7.5% from a 
store, 2% at a pawnshop and 1% from a gun show.

Lake and Mendocino county grape growers may be getting some extra help 
after the U.S. house passed a bill that would allow North Coast grape 
growers who had their grapes rejected by wineries last year, to tap 
emergency funds to compensate for losses from smoke taint. Losses total 
over $37 million in Lake county, according to the Lake County Wine grape 
Commission.

Mendocino County Sheriff’s deputies responded to a shooting early 
Saturday morning in the 100 block of Concow Blvd in Covelo and were told 
by a woman that she had heard shots outside her home, and said that 24 
year old Jessica Durazo of Covelo, had entered the home and threatened to 
kill a female family member. She left after residents told her to get out, 
breaking windows on a vehicle on her way. Deputies found shell casings 
outside of the home, and the suspect a a different home in the 76,000 block 
of Main in Covelo. Durazo was taken to the Mendocino County Jail on an 
outstanding warrant.

Cannabis is legal in the state of California, but California Highway patrol 
officers are still making arrests. About eight tons of cannabis was seized by 
troopers in 2018. A spokesperson for CHP said last week that anyone 
transporting cannabis in the state for commercial purposes must carry a 
license, and comply with regulations. State officers are still on the hunt for 
black market operators.

Alcohol and drugs don’t appear to be a factor in a crash that killed a 51 year 
old man on highway 101 in Willits on Friday. California Highway Patrol is 
investigating after 71 year old Ramon Machado drifted into the southbound 
lanes and hit a van driven by the 51 year old victim. Machado was also 
seriously injured and taken to Howard Memorial Hospital for treatment.
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A man from Clearlake has been arrested after a high-speed chase with 
police in a stolen pickup. Cops say 30 year old Daniel Neufeld took off from 
near the Brookdale Assisted Living facility Monday afternoon. They say they 
found him driving near Pomo School and tried stopping him but he kept 
going, driving the stolen pickup recklessly, at times on the wrong side of the 
road. They say he lost control and slid out which caused some minor 
damage to a boat and the truck. He’s charged with stealing the vehicle, 
felony evasion and disregard for public safety, and felony evasion and 
driving on the wrong side of the roadway. He was held on $35,000 bail.

The Gov. has announced appointing a couple of child development experts 
to help kids in Calif. Gov. Newsom has hired Dr. Nadine Burke Harris as the 
first-ever surgeon general in Calif. And Kris Perry will be the deputy 
secretary of the California Health and Human Services Agency for Early 
Childhood Development and a Senior Advisor for Early Childhood 
Development Initiatives. The governor’s first budget sets aside more than 
$1.7 billion to expand early childhood education and early interventions.

A man from Clearlake’s been arrested for meth possession with intent to 
sell. Police say Roy Kirk admitted he planned to sell the drugs. Cops saw 
him yesterday and knowing him from previous contact, and that he was on 
felony probation and had an active arrest warrant, they spoke to him. They 
say they found a lot of meth with him and that he admitted he had 5 ounces 
of the drug packaged for sale. He’s booked into jail on possession of 
narcotics for sale, probation violation and warrants. The drugs had a street 
value of about $11,000 and about 560 dosages.

Nearly all marijuana business permits in Clearlake are approved. The City 
Council will take up the 11th of 12 permits at their meeting this week for 
Brian Galperin, the manager of Bliss X. The business proposed on Olympic 
Drive where there are already two cannabis operations. This project will be 
in existing property, but this is for manufacturing. The new business to use 
more than 4,200 square feet there. The council is also considering filling a 
planning commissioner position after commissioner Dirk Slooten left to be a 
city council member. Three applicants will be considered.

A man in Lower Lake missing and cops want to arrest him on drug related 
crimes. Police say Gregory Crumpler escaped police by stealing a bail bond 
agent’s car. California State Parks officers and the Napa Sheriff’s Office 
helped the Lake County Sheriff’s Major Crimes Unit, but no luck finding the 
guy who slipped away Saturday afternoon. Crumpler wanted in Mendocino 
County for terroristic threats and battery and drug sales. Bail agents shot at 
Crumpler as he took off in their vehicle. That vehicle found later.

A winery in Lake County is seeking help from artists to come up with a wine 
label which symbolizes fires that have ravaged the county the last few 
years. Fults Family Vineyards says it’s doing its part to help bring restoration 
to the county, seeking local artists. The top voted art work to be featured for 
their new red blend they’re calling, Wildfire. The winner will get a $400 prize 
or a case of wine for $1. Part of the sales for the new Wildfire blend is going 
to be donated to Lake County fire protective services or restoration 
programs. They’re only accepting 20 submissions which are due by March 
1st.

Three community meetings are being held to help Ukiah residents prepare 
for disasters. The city’s community services administrator says the “Building 
Together” sessions will give residents a disaster preparedness plan after 
devastating wildfires. But it’s also to help be prepared in the event of 
another emergency, like an earthquake. The first meeting is Thursday at 
5:30 in City Council chambers, the next is Thursday, Feb. 21st, and the final 
meeting, also a Thursday, March 28th.
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Short term lodging or home repairs are some of the things included in FEMA assistance. The federal agency has a Transitional Housing Assistance program for survivors who can’t go home or pay for hotels or other rent. FEMA says they want to make sure survivors get the help they need during the government shutdown. Visit disasterassistance.gov or go in person to a disaster recovery center. For Camp Fire survivors, that’s in Chico in the old Sears building on East 20th St. Another’s in Oroville on Feather River Blvd.

A couple from the Bay Area who were killed after they fell off an overlook at 
Yosemite were reportedly drunk. An autopsy for 29 year old Vishnu 
Viswanath and his wife 30 year old Meenakshi Moorthy showed the two had 
ethyl alcohol in the blood when they died Oct. 25th after falling some 800 
feet off Taft Point. The two were from India, living in the U.S. The autopsy 
showed they died from “multiple injuries to the head, neck, chest and 
abdomen” after the fell off the mountain. Ethyl alcohol is found in beer, wine 
and hard liquor.

A young woman from China kidnapped and forced to marry an older man 
got free, married another man and now wears a wedding dress everyday to 
remember. Xiang Junfeng was kidnapped at 20 then sold to an elderly man 
in a remote village. She was there for 15 years until another woman helped 
her leave, then later introduced her to her brother. Who she married later. 
She says she wears one of four wedding gowns, in each of the four 
seasons. She’s known locally as "Sister Wedding Gowns".

FEMA’s reaching out to residents across the state the agency says they can 
help after wildfires last year. This for residents impacted by the Camp Fire in 
Butte County and the Hill and Woolsey fires in Los Angeles and Ventura 
counties. They’re asking survivors to log on to USAjobs.gov, then search 
“FEMA Local Hire” and says there are many jobs that will need to be filled to 
help others also impacted by the fires. Some of the jobs to be filled include, 
Engineers, Administrative Assistants, Insurance Specialists, Emergency 
Management Specialists, Customer Service Representatives, Analysts and 
Housing Coordinator.

More info from PG&E as to why they’re filing for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy 
protection. In an emailed statement, the utility’s spokesperson says they 
took action to confront the growing wildfire threat and they’re assessing their 
operations, finances, management, structure, and governance, plus they 
say they’re still focused on improving safety and operational effectiveness. 
They also say the weather is one of the single worst contributors of wildfires 
in Calif. Legislators are also trying to figure out what to do, some saying the 
company’s not been proactive enough. They filed for protection after the 
San Bruno gas pipeline exploded too. PG&E was lobbying the legislature 
last summer to not hold them liable and allow them to upcharge customers if 
they were. The new Gov. Gavin Newsom says he’d make sure PG&E and 
other utilities provide access to safe, affordable and reliable service, fire 
victims are treated fairly, and California can continue to make progress 
toward our climate goals.

There’s a whole bunch more dogs at the Humane Society for Inland 
Mendocino County. Ten dogs rescued from a home in Clearlake, seven 
puppies found abandoned outside the Little Lake Fire Protection District in 
Willits. The Fire Chief says he was at the station and took the puppies to the 
police station instead and they called Mendocino County Animal Control. 
The dog kennel picked them up since county offices are closed Sundays. 
Then they were quickly overwhelmed. The home where ten dogs were 
rescued from a hoarding situation had another six at the kennel from earlier 
in the week. The dogs were not abused, apparently the resident was trying 
to rescue them from another situation and is keeping four dogs. And the 
puppies at the Fire District are being fostered elsewhere.

http://disasterassistance.gov/


A Disaster Recovery Center is opening in Paradise as the deadline 
approaches for Camp Fire victims to get help from the state or federal 
government. The federal disaster assistance deadline is fast approaching, 
it’s next Thursday, Jan. 31st. Survivors are being reminded to get their 
insurance claims filed. The disaster centers are run jointly by the Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services and FEMA. You can file for help at the 
Disaster Recovery Center, or online at DisasterAssistance.gov for low 
interest loans. The new center is open at 10 am today until 5. And every day 
except Sunday at the Creative Learning Center.

It’s been a couple of years since a teacher in Glenn County was killed in a 
car crash, but now the D-A says he thinks there’s enough evidence to 
pursue charges. Pleasant Valley High School teacher Brett Silva died in the 
head on crash 2 years ago yesterday on Highway 32 west of Chico. The D-
A says Ramon Barrera Jr., the driver in the crash, has not been charged, 
and the DA has not said what the charges may be. They could be anything 
from misdemeanor manslaughter to more serious charges. The crash as 
Barrera tried to pass other cars and hit Silva between Orland and Hamilton 
City.

A new tool to spot wildfires mounted on Mayacamas Mountain. A high tech, 
$2,600 camera looks down on the area where the Tubbs fire burned in 
October 2017. It’s sitting on top of a 17-foot aluminum tower and will pan 
and zoom in on the area. It’s run by technicians from three universities for a 
program called AlertWildfire. With PG&E’s help there are plans for 40 
cameras to cover Sonoma, Mendocino, Napa, Lake and Marin counties as 
soon as the end of March. Eventually the state hopes to have about 200 
cameras set up. The Governor’s budget sets aside money for 100 more.

Erin Brockovich says the state should not allow Pacific Gas & Electric Co. to 
file for bankruptcy. The outspoken consumer activist took on the utility, 
famously in the 1990s over toxic water, and says she’s mad about what 
happened and says lawmakers shouldn’t allow the bankruptcy because it 
would mean less money for wildfire victims. She spoke at the capitol 
yesterday. This after the giant utility company announced the bankruptcy 
filing last week saying it couldn’t pay for the expected tens of billions in 
damages after the deadly 2017 and 2018 Northern California wildfires. 
Brockovich working for a legal team representing victims of the 2017 fires. 
Brockovich and team say PG&E should take out bonds to cover the fire 
costs.

A new report on home sales for 2018 shows less buys for the year, with 
sales dropping the last half of the year. The California Association of 
Realtors report on almost all California’s counties except for seven of them 
says sales were lower for the first time in four years, last year. The average 
year over year decline was off as much as 20 percent. The statewide 
median home price was at about $557,000 in December, up from nearly 
$555,000 in November. The president of the association says buyers are 
cautious mostly because of the recent volatility in financial markets and 
uncertainty in the economic and political arenas.

North Coast Senator Mike McGuire working with the California Senate 
President pro Tempore Toni Atkins introducing bipartisan legislation so 
communities across the state can allow community health centers to bill 
Medi-Cal for two visits instead of just one if a patient gets mental-healthcare 
the same day they seek other medical services. Right now, it’s combined as 
one visit, but the patient has to come back for the second treatment, pay for 
it, and wait to be reimbursed. The senators say there are many patients 
being seen for primary care who also have an active psychiatric condition 
and one visit instead of two could help ensure they follow thru with 
treatment.
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A bicycle rider down in Covelo hit by a car. Round Valley Tribal Police was 
on Mendocino Pass Road and saw the bicycle on the shoulder and stopped 
to check it out. There the cop found a dead man near the bike and called 
the CHP. Officers say a car hit the bike rider and took off. They’re trying to 
figure out who the driver was and are now reaching out to the public for 
help. Also at the scene Monday, Mendocino County deputies for the 
coroner’s report.

A pastor in Maine is really into sports, predicting the final score of the 
football game Sunday night and now says he thinks the Patriots will win the 
Superbowl too. Reverend Mark Tanner of the Skowhegan Federated 
Church had his secretary post a sign outside the church that said “God 
doesn’t have a favorite team but the pastor does!! Patriots 37. Chiefs 31.” 
And that was the score at the end of the game landing the Patriots in the 
Superbowl in overtime no less. Tanner says he predicts a Patriots’ Super 
Bowl win Feb. 3rd, but has yet to reveal the score.

A plea deal reached between the Lake County District Attorney’s Office and 
a woman from Lakeport in a human trafficking case has been tossed. The 
judge didn’t agree to the sentencing for Krystina Marie Pickersgill who 
pleaded guilty last fall. The deal was with the former District Attorney Don 
Anderson. Lake Co News reports Pickersgill and her husband, Sam 
Massette were both arrested last June after it was revealed they were 
selling local girls into prostitution in the Bay Area. It came to light after a 
complaint to Anderson after a play in town about sex trafficking. Pickersgill 
was supposed to get three years probation, credit for four months served 
and strict mental health treatment, but the judge said it might set a 
precedent for being too easy on the woman. Now a preliminary hearing is 
set instead for March.

A second person’s arrested for an attack on a man in Clearlake who had 
serious injuries including major head trauma. Clearlake Police say Charles 
Drake was arrested yesterday for the December attack on Nicholas Vining, 
known by locals as “Caveman.” Another man also arrested in the case three 
weeks ago, Paul Mendez Jr. who is a registered sex offender and parolee 
who admitted he attacked Vining. Reports at the time that Vining was 
beaten and robbed, plus they cut his hair and beard off with a knife. At the 
time it was thought it might be students who attacked Vining, but after 
emerging from a medically induced coma, he helped police identify his 
attackers.

A man in Covelo killed while riding his bike has been identified. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reports it was 66 year old Stuart May 
involved in the hit and run Monday. The man’s body seen by a Tribal Police 
Officer and the CHP called to Mendocino Pass Road in Covelo. The CHP 
reports it appeared May was hit and killed and the driver left the scene. His 
bike was found damaged by his body. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Dept. says May was living in the Covelo area, but they weren’t sure where. 
They’re asking for the public’s assistance to find his home and help 
reconstruct his recent activity as part of their investigation into the felony hit 
and run.

The Mayor of Ukiah Maureen Mulheren is running to be a Mendocino Board 
Supervisor. The mayor has announced she will go after 2nd District 
supervisor John McCowen’s seat. The primary is in March of 2020, but 
Mulheren made the announcement already. The 1st District supervisor seat 
and the 4th are also up for election next year.



Six dead deer found on a road in Redwood Valley may be suspicious. The 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife is investigating after they got a 
call January 13th to Tomki Road where the remains were left behind. They 
say it was one female adult deer, a doe, and several fawns. They’re asking 
anyone who may know something about the deaths to call the agency. It 
can be confidential.

Several students from the Mendocino College Theatre Arts Department 
have been invited to the Kennedy Center American College Theatre 
Festival. An adjudicator showed up at the local show and the students were 
chosen. They can go after scholarship there, take workshops and see 
productions. Plus the play the students put on has been selected as an 
‘invitational scene’ which can be performed at the festival which is 
happening in Eugene, Oregon February 17-23. They’re raising money to 
attend though. They need more than $5,000 for transportation, housing and 
festival registration. Donations are being accepted thru the theater dept.

State Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry looking to move federal 
background check legislation forward, supporting state legislation to 
demand the federal government move on Congressman Mike Thompson’s 
Bipartisan Background Checks Act. Aguiar-Curry, Senators Bill Dodd and 
Mike McGuire and Assemblymembers Jim Wood, Marc Levine and Tim 
Grayson putting the legislation forward. Thompson’s bill requires uniform 
and universal background checks for all gun purchases and transfers. 
Thompson is now the chairman of the Gun Violence Task Force. If passed 
unlicensed gun sellers have to run background checks on gun buys and 
those transferring guns have to use a licensed dealer.

The Lake County Sheriff’s Dept. investigating if bail bondsmen who shot at a 
man who took off in their vehicle were justified. It happened last weekend, 
four bail bondsmen from Greg Padilla Bonds out of Sacramento were trying 
to capture Gregory Crumpler who was found at his home in Lower Lake, but 
the guy jumped in their car and took off, and they shot at him. The Sheriff 
says detectives are on the case. Crumpler skipped bail related to suspected 
drug sales in Mendocino County. Detectives say he was shot at six times. 
They called police for help after their gunfire apparently missed Crumpler, 
and their vehicle was found with bullet holes about 3 miles away. Police also 
say there was a few blood smears in the vehicle and broken windows.

A federal judge says Pacific Gas and Electric should reinspect its entire 
power grid, something the Company says would be too costly. The judge 
who’s overseeing the San Bruno explosion criminal case says they should 
also remove all trees near its equipment. The utility company says it would 
cost between $75 to $150 billion and therefore would mean giant rate 
increases. The utility has announced it’s filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
protection due to wildfire claims from 2017 and 18. The company has 
already requested a rate hike of $1 billion, and says if they had to follow the 
judge’s plan, conservatively, rates would got up by five times their current 
fees. The power lines cover 100,000 miles.

The yearly Point in Time homeless count in Clearlake has taken place. The 
Lake County Continuum of Care did the count Tuesday. The nonprofit’s role 
is to bring down the amount of homelessness and its impacts on individuals, 
families and their community. Volunteers went out into the community. They 
say Clearlake has the largest homeless population. There were more than 
300 homeless residents last year in the city. They also helped those with 
animals, gave out new clothes, blankets, or hygiene items.



A man in Lakeport charged in the murder of his dad and attempted murder 
of his mom may not have a trial this month as the court’s still waiting on 
doctor’s assessments. Steven Michael Fredericks was supposed to have his 
preliminary hearing in Oct. but it was vacated. The hearing was reset for 
February 4th, but his lawyer says that probably won’t happen either. The 
defense is asking for a continuance until after the doctor’s report so the 
prosecution has time to review the report. Fredericks has been charged with 
two counts of murder, attempted murder, causing injury to an elder adult 
and assault with a deadly weapon after the stabbing last March. Witnesses 
told police it was Fredericks who attacked his parents. He’s in jail on 
$1,275,000 bail.Even though President Trump has told Calif. there should be more 
controlled burns, the government shutdown has halted all controlled 
burning. A Chico State Geography and Planning Professor says the work 
should be done ahead of the next wildfire season. Don Hankins saying it’s 
frustrating not having the resources to get the work done. His work to 
prevent out of control wildfires, specializing in controlled burns. There would 
be controlled burns going on now if the shutdown wasn’t happening. After 
Trump visited the Camp Fire burn area he issued an executive order for 
more controlled burns on federal land, but there’s no staff to follow the 
order.

Several thousand people have filed for unemployment in Calif. due to the 
government shutdown. As many as 2,000 federal employees filing for 
benefits. More than 1,800 of those were from December 22nd-January 5th. 
They will get their weekly benefits up to $450 depending on their earnings, 
one week after a waiting period. Then they can pull the funds for up to 26 
weeks. But there’s a catch, those getting benefits have to pay them back 
after they get their retroactive pay from the federal government. So federal 
employees will get an overpayment notice with repayment information.

The Tubbs fire cause finally revealed and it wasn’t PG&E equipment after 
all. Cal Fire completed its investigation of the October 2017 fire and say it 
was actually a private electrical system across from a home and not PG&E 
equipment which was suspected. The findings became public just a few 
hours ago. Investigators also said there was no violation of state law related 
to the cause of the fire. The fire that burned near Calistoga and moved 
across the Mayacamas Mountains into Santa Rosa killed 22 people, 
destroyed more than 5,600 structures and charred nearly 37,000 acres. At 
the time it was the most destructive fire in California history, but that was 
surpassed by the Camp fire last November in Butte County.

The next phase of the Camp Fire debris cleanup about to begin. The 
massive debris removal out of Butte County, the largest ever state-run 
debris removal program. They started Dec. 4th, picking up after 13,000 
destroyed or damaged properties and so far they’ve hit about 90% of them. 
The fire started last November and burned 2 and a half weeks, blackening 
more than 153,300 acres. Phase 1 was to remove household waste like 
paint, cleaners, batteries and more. They should be done with Phase 1 at 
the end of the month, and Phase 2 will then start to take out fire-related 
debris for free for property owners.

The driver who police say was responsible for a hit and run that killed a 
teacher near Chico has been arrested. Pleasant Valley High School teacher 
Brett Silva was killed in the head on crash in 2017. The CHP reports Ramon 
Berrera, Jr. was to blame, saying he was trying to pass a truck on a highway 
and didn’t have enough room. He was arrested on suspicion of vehicular 
manslaughter Wednesday in Arbuckle. This just a day after the Glenn 
County DA met with Silva family members telling them there was enough 
evidence to charge Berrera. The CHP also reporting Barrera’s blood tested 
positive for opiates, methamphetamine and marijuana.
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A cell tower is another step closer to going up in Clear Lake Riviera after the 
Lake County Planning Commission votes unanimously for it. A group of 
residents don’t want the cell tower up and spoke against it at the 
commission meeting yesterday. Residents say the 85 foot high tower will 
take away their view and negatively affect the area around it. Some were 
concerned about radiation from the tower or how it would harm birds. 
Apparently the Planning commission is not allowed to take that into 
consideration due to federal law. Others were also concerned about the 
possibility for fire danger.

A major investor for PG&E says the entire board of directors should be 
tossed after several failures and disasters for years. Blue Mountain Capital 
Management officially filing for the board’s removal after the fatal explosion 
in San Bruno in 2010, doctoring gas pipeline records from 2012 through 
2017, several major fires in the North Bay Wine Country and nearby regions 
in October 2017 and the fatal Camp Fire in Butte County last year. The 
company sent an open letter to other shareholders saying not only did the 
board fail the company and its shareholders, it failed its customers, 
employees and, the people of California.

The chancellor of the California State University system says there will be 
no tuition hikes this year. This comes after Governor Gavin Newsom added 
funding in the state budget for higher education. Chancellor Timothy White 
with the announcement to freeze tuition a second year for Calif. residents. 
He told the CSU board of trustees at a meeting in Long Beach that tuition 
was off the table. In the Governor’s first budget, he proposed an additional 
$300 million for the CSU’s 23 campuses, which is 8 percent more than this 
year. Students pay more than tuition though for things like health centers 
and student activities, but those fees will remain.

Coast Guard members across the country, including at Noyo River are going 
another week without pay as the government shutdown continues in its fifth 
week. So locals are reaching out to the Coast Guard to help. Some folks 
bringing food, Harvest Market has set up emergency accounts which are 
interest free and Fort Bragg Bakery has donated several dozen loaves of 
bread. There’s also the Mendocino Coast Children’s Fund which raised cash 
for fire victims the past two years. The fund has donated $18,000 already 
after starting a fundraiser January 11th.

Donations can be made directly on the Mendocino Coast Children’s Fund home page at mccf.info – both credit cards and PayPal donations can be accepted. Checks can be mailed to MCCF, PO Box 1616, Mendocino, CA 95460. Please mark donations NOYO SOS.

After Cal Fire said PG&E wasn’t responsible for causing the fatal Tubbs fire 
in October 2017, the stock for the utility company jumped up. But they’re still 
apparently filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. The utility company saying in 
paperwork there’s $30 billion in possible damages from active and potential 
lawsuits after the 2017 and 2018 California wildfires. Now the company says 
it’s more like $75 billion and $150 billion in liabilities. That after a judge 
recommended the company inspect its entire electrical grid and remove 
trees around them ahead of the 2019 fire season in Northern California.

http://mccf.info/


After Cal Fire’s report that the deadly Tubbs Fire was not caused by PG&E 
equipment, it threw lawsuits against the giant utility company into doubt. The 
Press Democrat reports it could impact litigation filed by Santa Rosa and 
Sonoma County. But the paper reports local officials saying they need more 
time to review the 80-page Cal Fire report before they attend closed-door 
meetings regarding the lawsuits next week. Lake, Mendocino and Napa 
counties are also suing PG&E after the October 2017 firestorm. The Tubbs 
fire was the one fire of 18 fires that October that was still being investigated, 
17 others have been blamed on PG&E equipment by Cal Fire. The Cal Fire 
report into the Tubbs Fire released yesterday blames private electrical 
equipment in Calistoga for the fire.

A rally be employees of the Mendocino Lake Community College District 
due to a stall in negotiations on a new contract. The rally at the Mendocino 
College Ukiah campus yesterday with employees chanting, “one-time 
bonuses just won’t do, support the staff support the school”. The 
negotiations reportedly continuing since last spring with the district and 
SEIU 2021 which represents permanent classified staff and temporary part-
time staff. Union members voted against the last offer from the district.

A new contract’s been approved by the Ukiah City Council for Cold Creek 
Compost and Ukiah Waste Solutions. Now the composter is getting more 
money per load. The Public Works director requested a raise for the “tipping 
fee” charged to Ukiah Waste Solutions after new air quality standards were 
put in place, and for a new grinder that costs $900,000, new sorting 
equipment at nearly $500,000, plus they’re looking to hire three more 
employees at $35,000 a year each.

A 10 year old in Kentucky used Tom Brady’s inflate-gate scandal for his 
Science Fair project. Ace Davis of Lexington went viral online after creating 
his project to prove Brady was a cheater. He used science to show deflated 
footballs gave Brady a competitive advantage, using experiments he did 
with his family, finding the least inflated football traveled the farthest, which 
he says gave Brady a competitive advantage. He said he did the project 
because he likes Joe Montana and hates Tom Brady. In case you’re 
wondering, Ace has also predicted the Rams will win the super bowl.

Positive identification’s made on sixty-seven victims of the Camp Fire, and 
19 more are on the way from the Butte County coroner. The Chico 
Enterprise Record newspaper is profiling every single one of them and now 
they’re asking for the public’s help to identify seven victims who the 
newspaper says the family has declined to talk about or, they cannot reach 
them. The paper goes on to say it’s almost impossible to find any neighbors 
or community members who knew them, because the neighborhoods are 
gone.

They are: Joyce N. Acheson, 78, of Paradise; Carol Ann Arrington, 88, of 
Paradise; Vincent Carota, 65, of Paradise; Jean Forsman, 83, of Magalia; 
James Kinner, 84, of Paradise; Warren Lessard, 68, of Magalia; and Donna 
Ware, 86, of Paradise. If you know them, please share your recollections via 
email at campfirelives. Please include your name and telephone number so 
a reporter can call.

Anyone with information is asked to email campfirelives. Please include your 
name and telephone number so a reporter can call.
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A man from Lakeport’s been arrested after a tip reveals he was in 
possession of child pornography. 37 year old Justin Sylva brought in on a 
felony warrant Tuesday after a months long investigation. Lake Co News 
reports the Lakeport Police Chief says officers got info about Sylva in July. 
And they searched his home finding digital evidence and devices they think 
had kiddie porn on them. He then admitted some of it to deputies and the 
case was presented to the DA. Then another search warrant and more 
evidence found and forensic findings turned up more than 100 digital 
images of child exploitation. He’s charged with possession of matter 
depicting a person under 18 engaging in or simulating sexual conduct.

A man from San Jose’s been found guilty of killing a great white shark in 
Santa Cruz County. Court papers say Vinh Pham has been fined $5,000 
and will be on conditional probation for two years. Plus he had to destroy the 
firearm used to kill the shark in June in Aptos. Wildlife officers investigated 
the case of the shark washing up last June on Beer Can Beach. A necropsy 
showed it was shot multiple times with a.22 caliber firearm. They got a tip 
too from someone on a commercial fishing boat crew who might have been 
responsible and found a vessel fishing after dark where the shark was 
discovered, arresting the man after violations that included possession of 
undersize halibut, no landing receipts, failure to weigh commercial catch and 
failure to turn in landing receipts.

A search conducted into the almost year long disappearance of a Covelo 
woman. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office along with other agencies 
did a search and rescue this weekend for Khadijah Britton who vanished last 
February 7th. Witnesses and family members say her ex boyfriend Negie 
Fallis, who’s in jail, forced her into a car at gunpoint. Since that time, the 
Sheriff’s Office and others have been looking for Britton. This time the one-
day search was on Round Valley tribal land, and a search of a pond with a 
blackwater team. But nothing was found. The whole thing yesterday after 
various tips from the public, but were reportedly more about rumors than 
anything concrete. The Sheriff’s Office says they’re making some progress, 
but it’s been frustrating.

The Potter Valley project is no longer for sale. Pacific Gas and Electric has 
reportedly decided not to relicense and sell the hydroelectric dam after all. 
The utility company says they’ve sent a letter to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) with their official Notice of Withdrawal, but 
the company also said the Federal agency will initiate its so-called Orphan 
Project process so anyone interested could potentially license the project. 
The company also says if that’s not successful they assume FERC will order 
PG&E to surrender and decommission the project altogether.

The Hoopa Valley Tribe prevails in federal court, arguing dam owner 
PacifiCorp needs to use mandatory requirements to protect the Klamath 
River. PacifiCorp has to get a license from the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, but apparently they haven’t had a valid one since 2006. The 
tribe claimed PacifiCorp was enabled by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, and the states of Oregon and California to use temporary 
operating licenses without dam modernization. The Fisheries Director for the 
Hoopa Valley Tribe says it’s a small victory in the larger fight for a healthy 
Klamath river.



You may see some smoke in the area south of Covelo and beyond, but no 
worries, it’s Cal Fire with a controlled burn to control vegetation overgrowth. 
The burn near Round Mountain will probably be visible from Highway 162 
starting around 10 this morning. The Vegetation Management Program as 
weather permits to minimize air quality and other impacts. Cal Fire says the 
burn, which also may be seen out in Willits, is to reintroduce fire as a natural 
element of the ecosystem and improve wildlife habitat and reduce overall 
vegetation to hopefully stop catastrophic wildfires in the future.

Willits City Councilmembers getting a little more green in their pockets. At 
their meeting last week, council members voting to give themselves, and not 
the mayor, a $100 increase. They already get a monthly $100 stipend and 
the mayor gets $200. There’s a $300 limit for a city of Willits size. Fort Bragg 
and Lakeport pay council members $300 a month, and Ukiah is allowed 
nearly $500/month. They pay the maximum of $460. The money to offset 
travel expense like gas, food and parking.

More info on what that private equipment was that caught fire, causing the 
deadly Tubbs Fire almost a year and a half ago. State fire investigators 
announced last week a private electrical system was to blame for the fire, 
not PG&E equipment, which caused the utility’s stocks to spike a bit. But 
they’re still claiming they’re filing for bankruptcy protection. The 80 page 
report into the fire says it started at 1128 Bennett Lane in Calistoga where 
the caretaker says a wooden pole, distributing power had deteriorated 
because of woodpeckers. They were planning to replace it the following 
spring. PG&E was found responsible for 17 other fires that broke out in 
October of 2017 though, and they also are being investigated for the deadly 
Camp Fire in November of last year. A lawyer representing 400 people in 
the Tubbs fire zone says it’s not an accurate finding, and calls the findings 
suspicious, especially the timing around when PG&E announced it would 
fire for bankruptcy.

The interim Superintendent for Lakeport Unified Schools has put together 
his list of priorities. The Record Bee reports Patrick Iaccino saying his first 
priority will be to hire a new Chief Business Officer and there’s only one 
person he’s considering. Then a new superintendent and wants to use in-
house expertise, not an executive firm and wants to put together a hiring 
committee and have public forums. And he wants to use the Consolidated 
Application to make sure they’re up to date on state and federal funding 
possibilities, like potential bonds. Then finally he wants to work on the 
fizzling enrollment numbers. There were also other items brought up at last 
week’s meeting like keeping teachers who are qualified with possible 
incentives. Also housing is still an issue, that could be one incentive. They’re 
also taking a look at salary and benefits.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors will take on the proposed 
reorganization of administration in the sheriff’s dept. This is a special 
meeting, since it’s happening on the 5th Tuesday of the month, which they 
usually take off, but they skipped last week due to the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day holiday. On the agenda, the Sheriff Brian Martin will ask for a 
reorganization to help attract and retain staff, and to reorganize to meet 
demand in other ways.



The full list of 2018 Children’s Champions is:

– Christopher Veach and Barbara Green, Lake County Libraries;

– Jeff Smith, former District 2 Supervisor;

– Kari Donley, Adventist Health Clear Lake;

– Mary Prather, Easter Seals Bay Area;

– Brandy Perry, North Coast Opportunities Inc.;

– David and Denice Solgat, foster and adoptive parents;

At least one set of fire victims in Sonoma County say just because a Cal 
Fire report says PG&E is not responsible for the deadly Tubbs Fire, they’re 
still going to forge ahead with their lawsuit against the giant utility. The Press 
Democrat reports even though the report said a private electric pole was to 
blame for the fire and not PG&E equipment, one couple involved in the suit, 
Harvell’s is planning to move forward. They lost everything in the fire and 
filed suit against PG&E related to the Oct. 2017 fire a week after the fire. 
Apparently the report from Cal Fire is not admissible in court so it won’t 
affect the outcome of the case.

Some endangered eels in some European rivers are getting “hyperactive” 
and their survival threatened due to cocaine being flushed into Britain water 
ways. Research shows cocaine, amphetamines and ecstasy in lakes and 
rivers, including the Thames (Tems). The drugs pass thru sewage treatment 
plants and now biologists at the University of Naples Federico II showed 
European eels in water with a little cocaine in it get hyperactive. It also 
showed after 50 days of exposure, serious injury, including muscle 
breakdown and swelling, which didn’t heal after ten days in clear water.

The amount of insurance claims for the November 2018 wildfires is almost 
11 and a half billion dollars. This makes the series of fires the most 
expensive ever in Calif. The State Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara 
says more than $8 billion of the losses are from the Camp Fire which killed 
86 people and destroying around 15,000 homes. The other three or so 
billion dollars from two Southern California wildfires. The commissioner says 
the total losses are just below the amount in the October 2017 wildfires 
throughout Northern California and others in Southern California that 
December. The commissioner says the losses could go up too. No word yet 
what caused the 2018 wildfires, but PG&E equipment is nearby where the 
Camp Fire in Paradise started.

Speaking of the Camp Fire, a woman in Oroville with a half dozen trailers on 
her property is being told they have to go. Butte County reportedly warning 
Jennifer Jones she’s violating an ordinance, but that she can keep two 
trailers on her property. She has about five acres, but the code enforcement 
manager says Jones is violating the county camping ordinance. She says 
she’s going to fight it so she can continue to allow the evacuees to stay on 
her property. She says nobody is paying to stay on her property and the 
code enforcement department says they’ll give Jones a lot of warning before 
she has to do anything.

First 5 Lake Commission has awarded local Children’s Champions for going 
above and beyond to help kids in the community. The nonprofit supporting 
kids in the first five years of their lives. The nonprofits Children’s Champions 
this year are Dr. Barbara Gardner, a local pediatrician working on early 
literacy and launching the Reach Out and Read program was the last 
named champion of 2018.

– The QRIS Team at Lake County Office of Education (Angel Coppa, April 
Straight and Angela Cuellar-Marroquin);

– Ana Santana, Wendy Gattoni, and Tanya Biassoti, LCOE’s Healthy Start 
Program;



– Sarah Fuchs and Pam Inman, Lower Lake High School;

– Jacqui Joyce, child care provider;

– Natalie Baker, community volunteer;

– Jordan O’Halloran, Lake Family Resource Center;

– Dr. Barbara Gardner, Adventist Health Ukiah Valley, Lakeport Office.
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Community members are encouraged to nominate other Champions for Children in Lake County for this year at www.firstfivelake.org/childrens-champions.php

Nursing students in their second year get scholarships. Three nursing 
students at Mendocino College are getting $750 for continued education. 
Mendocino College has announced Regina Waddle, Rachel Farkas, and 
Kari Paoli, who are graduating this spring won the money. The trio are 
planning to stay and work in the county. The students have shown promise, 
according to the school. Farkas has had a perfect 4.0-grade point average 
throughout her educational program, Paoli working two jobs and has a 
twelve-year-old and Waddle has been praised by teachers and students 
alike. The money for the scholarships by several donors.

A walking tour of the Lake Area Planning Council shows some folks didn’t 
want to continue walking because there were no sidewalks or crosswalks… 
The Planning Council has been around since the 1970’s and is the official 
transportation planning agency for Lake County. Those on the panel include 
county supervisors, city council members from Lakeport and Clearlake, as 
well as citizens. Their Lake Walks survey happened last fall. The Record 
Bee reports there were more than 350 public comments on the survey which 
included a lack of “sidewalk connectivity” and being able to cross streets 
safely, along with broken continuity between residential areas and school, 
parks and transit.

A less than bustling recreational marijuana industry has some lawmakers 
and the state treasurer talking about temporarily cutting taxes to invigorate 
the market. The state made 100 million less than expected and the 
Treasurer said the state had to do better. She was there for the 
announcement of the bill saying the industry should be hauling in between 
$6 billion and $20 billion dollars. East Bay Assemblyman Rob Bonta 
introduced the bill for a three year tax break with three other lawmakers and 
the Treasurer’s support. The bill to lower the excise tax from 15 to 11 
percent and no taxes for marijuana growers at all through 2022. Right now 
they’re taxed $148 a pound of cannabis flower.

A new study shows more drivers in Calif. were using their cell phones when 
driving, but still less than previous years. The California Office of Traffic 
Safety and California State University, Fresno report from August and 
September of last year shows less than five percent (4.52 percent) were 
seen picking up then using their phone as opposed to less than four percent 
(3.58 percent) in 2017. The study was from more than 200 locations across 
17 counties statewide. The numbers from last year were still three percent 
less than 2016. Some of the highlights were drivers alone used their phones 
more, phones were used for functions over phone calls, like texting, email, 
GPS, using an app or social media and they were used less on highways.

http://www.firstfivelake.org/childrens-champions.php


More water’s coming out of Lake Oroville this year, but it’s still lower than 
usual. The Department of Water Resources reports allocations for State 
Water Project users were up 15 percent of contracted amounts, and that 
was up from the 10 percent announced in December. At last measure, the 
lake level was up 36 feet, but still nearly 200 feet from where it tops off, and 
more than 2 million feet short of capacity. But at last measure the snowpack 
in the mountains was above average. The snowpack that fills Oroville, 
Shasta and Trinity lakes was 115 percent of normal for this time of year.

A man the Butte County Sheriff’s Office says was shooting at his ex-wife in 
Red Bluff was then killed by deputies. The Chico Enterprise Record 
newspaper reports there was a chase by police after Richard Moulton pulled 
a gun out and pointed it at police so they shot him Monday. They say he first 
attacked his ex by biting and choking her and trying to gouge her eyes 
before shoving a handgun into her mouth, then shooting at her. She was 
uninjured. Then there was a “be on the lookout” alert for him. His pickup was 
spotted by a deputy who took chase. Nine deputies were involved and are 
now all off field duty. They’re asking anyone who may have seen anything to 
call.

It’s official, PG&E is moving forward with their Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing. 
The giant utility company is expected to file today ahead of being slapped 
with billions in lawsuits from wildfires in the state last year and in 2017. They 
listed more than $51 and a half billion dollar in debt and another $71 and a 
half billion in assets. The company posted on its website they weren’t 
closing down, and don’t expect any interruption of service. But it might mean 
higher bills for customers. The company has filed for bankruptcy court 
approval for a $5.5 billion funding package also known as debtor-in-
possession financing. Banks provide the funding, then are first in line to get 
paid back by PG&E after the filing. One of the bigger investors in PG&E has 
voiced disappointment in the bankruptcy filing and is trying to get the board 
replaced.

A longtime turnaround specialist for large corporations is reportedly being 
named to help PG&E come out of its pending bankruptcy. James 
Mesterharm is reported to be in line to help with the bankruptcy. 
Mesterharm’s appointment was not made public and was reportedly still in 
the late stages of being finalized last night. So far the California Public 
Utilities Commission has given the green light to PG&E getting as much as 
$6 billion dollars to help it stay in business during the bankruptcy 
proceedings. Mesterharm works at a turnaround and consulting firm and has 
previously helped Eastman Kodak Co and has advised on others like mall 
owner General Growth Properties and Zenith Electronics.

Could there be a warning ahead of an earthquake? That’s the plan from 
Gov. Newsom whose got an earthquake early warning system in his first 
budget. $16.3 million for the project which will feature a warning horn and a 
voice yelling that there’s an earthquake (“Earthquake! Earthquake!”). That 
actually happened after the 2014 Napa earthquake which was part of the 
“ShakeAlert” that was developed by scientists at Cal, Berkeley. It’s more 
like, it’s a happening now warning, more than ahead of the actual event 
says scientists. So there could be an alert ahead of any real feeling of 
shaking, but during the actual earthquake. It could go out to cellphones 
seconds before the real shaking, something scientists say could make a 
difference.
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A fisherman in Florida finds an old hand grenade while magnet fishing. It 
happened in Ocala and a fast food restaurant had to be closed because of 
it. The Taco Bell closed after the angler took the World War 2 era grenade 
with him to call police from the fast food joint. Police confirming on their 
Facebook page it indeed was a WWII hand grenade which a bomb squad 
removed without incident.

Gray wolves will remain a protected species in California. A state court has 
ruled the animals will stay protected under the California Endangered 
Species Act, rejecting a challenge from the Pacific Legal Foundation for the 
California Cattlemen’s Association and California Farm Bureau Federation. 
Advocates say it’s the right move. Ranchers were challenging the 
endangered status saying wolves in the state were actually the wrong 
subspecies, arguing their listing was wrong, based on a solo wolf, saying 
they couldn’t be endangered in Calif. because they are plentiful in other 
places across the globe. The suit after a lone wolf, OR-7 crossed from 
Oregon into Calif., the first confirmed wild wolf here in 87 years, so the 
lawsuit said that one wolf was from a subspecies that never existed in 
California.

Could there be a warning ahead of an earthquake? That’s the plan from 
Gov. Newsom whose got an earthquake early warning system in his first 
budget. $16.3 million for the project which will feature a warning horn and a 
voice yelling that there’s an earthquake (“Earthquake! Earthquake!”). That 
actually happened after the 2014 Napa earthquake which was part of the 
“ShakeAlert” that was developed by scientists at Cal, Berkeley. It’s more 
like, it’s a happening now warning, more than ahead of the actual event 
says scientists. So there could be an alert ahead of any real feeling of 
shaking, but during the actual earthquake. It could go out to cellphones 
seconds before the real shaking, something scientists say could make a 
difference.

More proactive work is wanted in wildlands ahead of the next fire season. 
California wildland managers looking to expedite the process for logging and 
prescribed burns. The goal is to cover a half million acres of land, not owned 
by the federal government, every year. There still may be roadblocks in the 
way of this sort of work though. There have to be reviews of projects in Calif 
to see if they’re harmful, but politicians of both parties say laws are 
sometimes getting in the way of necessary improvements. CalFire, the 
California Conservation Corps, and others who do management projects 
already have to first have an environmental review. The Cal Fire Director 
says it’s a more comprehensive approach.

The search is on for a new superintendent in the Konocti Unified School 
District. The current super, Donna Becnel is retiring the end of this school 
year. Lake Co News reports the district’s board of trustees is hiring an 
outside firm to help with the search, which could cost up to $12,000. There 
will be meetings with the board, community members and school employees 
for input on what everyone is hoping for in the next superintendent. Becnel 
is working with the recruitment firm too. They’re hoping to have a new 
superintendent chosen by May.



Five dams in the state are listed as needing removal. This from an advocacy 
group who want to preserve habitat for native salmon and steelhead and 
stem their extinction. Calif. Trout, a state nonprofit says 74 percent of 
California’s native salmon, steelhead and trout could be extinct in the next 
century. A new report outlines why the dams should be removed and which 
ones, including Scott Dam in Lake County, which forms Lake Pillsbury and 
part of the Potter Valley Project which PG&E had on the market, but just 
removed. The dam provides hydroelectricity, water storage and sends water 
into the Russian River too. They’ve also listed Cape Horn in Mendocino 
County.

A man from Newark has been arrested in Clearlake for the sexual assault of 
a child. Police say 31 year old David Johnson was arrested Saturday in 
Newark. He was in the Santa Rita Jail then taken to Lake County where he 
was being held yesterday on $1 million and he’s not due in court until Feb. 
5th. Not a lot more information except that it involved a child under 10 years 
old.

Fire safety benefit zones are being created in the Rivieras area of Lake 
County. This means money will be raised from property owners in Clear 
Lake Riviera, Buckingham, Riviera West, and Riviera Heights to go to 
hazardous vegetation abatement and fire risk reduction. The property 
owners have to approve the move after the Lake County Board of 
Supervisors approval. There will be a simple majority of votes and a one-
time assessment to create the safety zones. District 5 Supervisor Rob 
Brown says it could bring in about a half million dollars with the $100–$300 
per-property fees to fund abatements. Property owners will get the ballots 
that have to be turned in by March 26th.

A group chat on the impacts of wildfires is being held at the Upper Lake 
Senior Support Center. The Lake Family Resource Center’s (Lake FRC) 
California HOPE project, and the Upper Lake Senior Support Center are 
hosting the Conversations for Community Resilience group chats the first 
and third Wednesdays of the month, so that would be next Wednesday, 
from 11 a.m. to noon. The talks are free and open to the public. The talks to 
share individual experiences along with resources, and learn how various 
community members handle disasters. It’s also to brainstorm what’s next 
and to learn self care approaches to support natural resilience. Services are 
provided thru a grant from Lake County Behavioral Health Services. For 
more information on Lake FRC California HOPE, 
visit www.lakefrc.org/calhope or www.Facebook.com/Lake FRC: California 
Hope or call 707-349-5203.

The governor has outlined ideas to get more housing in the state, calling it 
California’s most important issue. Newsom says he’ll find ways to move fast 
on new housing, but with realistic regional goals. He says it might mean no 
transportation help from the state’s new gas tax increase for areas needing 
more housing and said he’s considering reducing giant “impact fees” from 
local governments for housing construction and find ways for more housing 
especially in Silicon Valley, where the local government has already pledged 
a half-billion dollars for new housing. He’s also considering punishment for 
cities who don’t comply, the attorney general already suing Huntington 
Beach for not complying.



The University of California President going against the Trump 
administration’s changes to the way campuses are supposed to respond to 
sexual harassment and assault allegations. President Janet Napolitano 
responding to Education Secretary Betsy DeVos’ recent redo of the federal 
Title 9 law which they say would discourage victims from reporting abuse, 
limit what a school can do to prevent sexual misconduct and pretty much let 
students get away with assault. This all outlined in a letter Napolitano and 
the UC Title IX Coordinator wrote in a 14 page document to the fed calling 
the new rules unworkable. 90,000 public comments have been logged 
against the new rules, including the Cal. State University Chancellor who 
called it draconian.

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. has filed for bankruptcy and will head back to 
court on another matter, related to their equipment failures and the possible 
connection to massive, deadly wildfires across the state. A judge in the case 
is set to hear arguments today after he told the utility company to trim all 
trees around power lines and examine all lines and shut down power in high 
wind conditions. The judge is overseeing the case of the criminal conviction 
against the utility after the San Bruno gas line explosion in 2010. The work 
the judge says would be like a probationary period for the company and to 
prevent more wildfires.

The Lakeport Fire District Chief says he’s out… Doug Hutchison has been 
offered the job as the chief of the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority and is leaving 
Lakeport next month. He said there were rumors for a while and even 
though the formal offer wasn’t done, he was leaving to actively pursue other 
options. He did say however that he wasn’t actively pursuing other positions, 
but said he has to do what’s best for his family. He’s been with the Lakeport 
dept. since 2014 after leaving a position in Washington State. The Lakeport 
Dept. has major changes over the last few years with only a couple full time 
firefighters on staff. In Ukiah, there’s been a temporary Fire Authority 
Administrator. The dept. shares joint powers authority with the City of 
Ukiah’s fire department.

A local kidney doctor in Lakeport, is accused of sex assault of a coworker. 
Mohamad Moutaz Almawaldi was in court but has not in jail after his lawyer 
asked for a continuance. Almawaldi has pleaded not guilty to charges from 
more than a year ago, accusing him of an assault from Aug. of 2017. A 
woman working in his Lakeport office saying he had tried to kiss her, 
forcefully and pulled at her shirt. He was arrested in the case in November 
of 2017 with bail set at $20,000 which he paid and got out of jail. He’s due 
back in court in March with a jury trial set for April.

A judge overseeing the case against PG&E after the San Bruno explosion 
has found the utility company violated its probation. Judge William Alsup 
also berated them in open court after finding the company didn’t tell 
probation officials on their criminal case that a prosecutor’s office was 
investigating the utility possibly being responsible for a 2017 California 
wildfire. The judge saying there was a clear cut pattern PG&E started the 
fires and the utility wasn’t doing enough to stop them. He had previously 
said the company should inspect all power lines, remove trees and shut 
power on high wind days. PG&E responded that it would actually endanger 
lives and could cost too much. The judge also reminded the company it 
caused 18 fires in 2017 alone and at least a dozen of them could be 
referred for possible criminal prosecution. The company’s bankruptcy may 
not save them from criminal proceedings though.



The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services working with FEMA, the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), CalRecycle, and Butte County are 
working to take Camp Fire debris to local facilities. The announcement 
earlier today there’s no longer a reason for a temporary debris handling 
facility after analysis. So this means the Consolidated Debris Removal 
Program for the Camp Fire will not be using the Koppers industrial site 
which had been proposed in December. Any concrete from the fire will be 
processed and used for local projects or transferred outside the county for 
recycling. They may use outside facilities due to unanticipated volumes or 
other factors. But the state says its committed to working with local partners 
and the community while decisions are made.

Parole has been recommended for one of the Charles Manson followers. A 
parole board at the women’s prison in Corona said for the third time, that 
Leslie Van Houten should be paroled after serving more than forty years 
behind bars. But there’s also a 150-day review process, and then it’s turned 
over to the Gov. Gavin Newsom. Previously former Gov. Jerry Brown 
blocked her release. Van Houten was one of Manson’s followers involved in 
the brutal murder of wealthy grocer Leno LaBianca and his wife, Rosemary, 
in 1969 as well as the actress Sharon Tate and four others in Los Angeles. 
She was 19 years old at the time. Sharon Tate’s sister was at the hearing 
yesterday and says she hopes and prays the governor makes the right 
decision.

A lawyer for Pacific Gas & Electric Corp. says they’re looking to establish a 
trust fund to cover the lawsuits from wildfire victims. The comments at a 
hearing earlier today from the utility’s lawyer Stephen Karotkin adding that 
the fund could be financed in different ways and may expedite payments to 
families affected by wildfires. But experts say wildfire victims might get less 
money in bankruptcy court. The lawyer says they didn’t file for the 
bankruptcy to get out of taking responsibility for any wildfires in 2017 and 
2018 and said the Chapter 11 was the only way they could stay solvent, 
address wildfire claims fairly and still stay in business, providing reliable 
electric and gas service.

Meanwhile fire victims in court telling the judge to remember those who died 
as the bankruptcy progresses thru court. A lawyer for fire victims also said 
there are still thousands living in trailers and there should be more of a 
sense of urgency surrounding the victims. The company went ahead with 
their chapter 11 filing on Tuesday listing nearly $51.7 billion in debts and 
$71.4 billion in assets. Something else that came out in court was that the 
utility company wants to pay as much as $130 million dollars in bonuses to 
14,000 employees to reward them for good performance in 2018. The 
money not for top execs., the board or the former CEO who just recently 
resigned, so the judge approved it.

The statewide snowpack in the Sierra Nevada is being measured at exactly 
100 percent of the historical average for this date. It’s more than a month 
ago, when the measurement of the snowpack showed it at 69 percent of the 
historical average. One year ago was only 18 percent of normal. The water 
that’s in the Sierra mountain range makes up about a third of the state’s 
water supply for cities and farms after melting in the spring and summer. It’s 
also helping the ski resort industry after five years of drought where 
residents had to dramatically curtail their water usage.
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The story of the Hart family who drove off a cliff on the Mendocino County 
coast continues. Now the Sheriff’s Office is going to have a jury declare an 
official cause and manner of death in the crash. As you may recall seven 
family members died in the crash that happened last March near Westport. 
The Sheriff-Coroner Tom Allman says it’s the first coroner’s inquest in the 
county in a half century. He says it’s one of three scenarios, a terrible 
accident; a homicidal driver; or a ‘Thelma and Louise’ like situation. One of 
the children’s body’s, Devonte, has still not been found. After one year he 
can be declared legally dead. The Sheriff recently told producers of a 
podcast about the Hart family, the inquest could provide evidence that could 
shock those following the case, but didn’t say why.

34 students have graduated from the Ukiah Adult School Vocational Nursing 
Program. The graduation a week ago, now the nurses go thru testing to get 
their licenses. The Daily Journal reports there were 130 applicants, drilled 
down to 80 students who were interviewed and 37 ended up getting 
accepted into the program, with 34 graduating. Many of the students already 
have jobs for total bedside nursing care, including working in skilled nursing 
facilities or doctor’s offices, or other outpatient facilities. They work under a 
Registered Nurse.

Some controlled burns being done as there is a break in the rain. So Cal 
Fire Mendocino working on vegetation, on privately-owned land near the 
Shamrock Ranch in Laytonville last weekend and Round Mountain, south of 
Covelo earlier this week. More to come as firefighters didn’t get to get as 
much done as they hoped because of the recent rain. Burning normally 
happens in early spring or late fall but since the fire seasons have been 
longer, the times change periodically. For info on getting fuels burned near 
you, can visit readyforwildfire.org.

A grade C for Mendocino County’s unincorporated areas from the 2019 
“State of Tobacco Control” Report from the American Lung Association. The 
Daily Journal reports this report comes out yearly for all of California’s 482 
cities and 58 counties regarding policies on smoke-free outdoor 
environments, smoke-free housing, and reducing the sale of tobacco 
products. The C is the county’s overall grade, we got an A for reducing the 
sale of tobacco products, another C for smoke-free outdoor air, and an F for 
smoke-free housing. There were just 39 communities with overall A’s, 48 
had a B, 96 communities had C’s, 86 with a D and a whopping 268 
communities (50 percent) got an F overall grade.

Kaiser Permanente is donating money for affordable housing after the 
Tubbs fire. The head of operations for the Santa Rosa Kaiser says she and 
the Chief Executive of the hospital were devastated about Journey’s End, a 
local mobile home park completely destroyed in the Tubbs Fire. They could 
see it from the roof of the hospital. Now Kaiser is donating more than one 
and a half million dollars to help start the affordable apartment community 
on top of the old burned land. The money given to a nonprofit developer 
which has control of the property. They’re reportedly developing a multi-
story housing complex with 160 apartments instead of the mobile homes 
that were there and another 44 other homes deemed uninhabitable after the 
deadly fire tore thru the neighborhood. Kaiser has so far donated more than 
$8 million for local fire recovery.

http://readyforwildfire.org/


A man in Humboldt County’s been arrested after reports of a carjacking in 
Eureka. A juvenile victim says they got out of their car to meet a friend and 
two men approached and attacked him, he ran away to call for help and the 
two took off in his car. A deputy nearby tried stopping the car which yielded 
for a moment and the passenger in the car jumped out and ran as the car 
kept going, at speeds of more than 80 miles an hour. The car crashed and 
firefighters had to extricate the driver out, he’s identified as 19-year-old Keith 
Robinson, who was arrested and charged with carjacking, evading, assault 
with a deadly weapon and more. He was held on $105,000 bail. No word on 
what happened to the passenger.

Another bout of rain to hit Northern California, plus high mountain snow. The 
National Weather Service has put out a winter weather warning for the north 
side of Lake County and other areas in Northern CA including the Sierras, in 
response to the storm, which was supposed to hit us gard today. The 
National Weather Service reports on a string of storms that should continue 
into Monday, with most of the heaviest rain today. There were also be fast 
moving wind and mountain snow tonight into tomorrow. Then the rain will hit 
hard again with possible thunderstorms tomorrow and the possibility of flash 
floods and debris flows, especially in burn scars.

A man from Redwood Valley is dead after a motorcycle crash. The CHP 
says the man went into the opposite lane of traffic and hit a car head on on 
Highway 20 in Mendocino County. It happened near Lake Mendocino, east 
of Calpella. The 62 year old motorcycle driver’s name has not been 
released, but the CHP says two other cars were involved as well, a silver 
2018 Toyota Camry driven by a woman from Lakeport, which was followed 
by a white 2001 Chevrolet Colorado driven by a man from Ukiah. The Harley 
hit the Camry head-on and the other car swerved to miss the crash but did 
not.

It’s been nearly four years since a pair of black and brown wolves gave birth 
to five pups in the state. The litter born on Mount Shasta became known as 
the Shasta Pack. Those were the first gray wolves in the state known to give 
birth in about fifty years and there was even video of the cubs playing 
around. But they’re gone now, just one of them was left after ranchers went 
after them after they were seen eating a calf carcass. There’s recently been 
a wolf found dead in Modoc County, which could be the first case of a wolf 
killed in the state ever. It may have been from Oregon as biologists there 
say it traveled into Calif, then they got a mortality signal from its collar.

A tunnel’s been found in Florida and the FBI’s been alerted. An electrical 
cord also found after it was first thought to be a sink hole. But it’s been 
found to be a tunnel, leading to a bank. Police say it’s 50 feet long, but very 
narrow, maybe 2 to 3 feet in diameter. Police say they found some muddy 
boots, a ladder and stool, digging tools and a small generator. The 
Pembroke Pines Department of Public Works referred the case to the FBI to 
track whoever was potentially planning a heist. No arrests have been made.

A fire in McKinleyville has caused nearly 200-thousand in damage to a 
home. The Arcata Fire District went out to the fire after a neighbor reported 
some smoke coming out of the eves of the two story home. The crews 
ended up using a thermal imaging camera so they could go inside and 
found the fire in the kitchen and inside a wall that was spreading to the 
second floor. All of those inside the home were not there at the time and the 
fire was brought under control in 15 minutes. Then mop up was another 
couple hours. Fire officials say there was damage in the kitchen and smoke 
damage thruout the home. Those living there got short term relief gift money 
from Arcata Firefighters.
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Two more victims of the Camp Fire have been identified. The Butte County 
sheriff’s office released the names yesterday, they were 74-year-old Robert 
Quinn of Paradise and 93-year-old Berniece Schmidt of Magalia. So far 69 
of those killed in the fire have been identified. The fire November 8th killed 
86 people, destroyed as many as 15,000 homes and was the deadliest in 
the country in about a century. And the deadliest ever in Calif. There’s still 
no cause of the fire, but some victims or their relatives are suing Pacific Gas 
& Electric which filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection this week.

Governor Gavin Newsom is moving forward with a way to protect asylum 
seekers. The Press Democrat reports Newsom supporting what San Diego 
County is doing, giving shelter for asylum seekers and yesterday he said he 
would like to provide a $25 million emergency fund due to a humanitarian 
crisis he says was created by the federal government. The comments during 
a visit to the area yesterday, where he also said he wants $5 million this 
year to help San Diego’s shelter. He says he has a loosely worded proposal 
so far which is so there’s more flexibility in spending. Humanitarian groups in 
San Diego County say they’ve helped more than 5,500 asylum seekers 
since the federal government started releasing migrants onto the streets. 
There are shelters in churches and a vacant courthouse.

4 people from Fort Bragg have been arrested. Police say Stanislaus 
Lodarski, Lindsay Murphy, Joshua Petersen and Christol Chiles were taken 
in after an arrest warrant was served at a home for Lodarski. Deputies went 
to the home last Friday to arrest him, and say he tried to barricade himself in 
the residence to avoid arrest. They forced their way in and found the others 
also all had arrest warrants too. Murphy for possession of a controlled 
substance, Petersen for failing to appear on a pending court matter, Chiles 
for violation of probation. Those three were cited and released, but Lodarski 
was taken to jail on the $15,000.00 bail arrest warrant for selling drugs.

There are still temporary housing units for Valley Fire survivors and the Lake 
County Board of Supervisors will take up the matter at their meeting this 
week. Lake Co News reports the board will also get an update on 
Mendocino Complex fire recovery and look to continue multiple local 
emergency proclamations. The Valley fire temporary dwellings is on the 
agenda to get permits renewed since they’re only good for three years. The 
permits actually expired last October and found 19 of the units were still 
occupied and those living there have not applied for a permit to build a new 
home either. The board also has to extend local health emergency 
proclamations due to the Mendocino Complex, Pawnee, Sulphur and 
Clayton fires, and the atmospheric river storm of 2017.

Both Willits and Upper Lake High Schools did well in Lake County’s 
Academic Decathlon and will advance to the state competition in March. 
Willits has been participating for years with no others from Mendocino 
County joining in the Lake County competition. Willits won over Upper Lake 
and Clear Lake High with students winning several dozen medals. Savanna 
Hofmaister of Willits won the title again as the top scoring student from her 
school, and she won the most of any academic decathlete Saturday. And for 
Upper Lake, Sarah Williams was the highest point earner for her school and 
Katelyn Rolfe was the high scorer for Clear Lake.



A new owner for what’s thought to be the oldest market in Ukiah. The Daily 
Journal reports the Renaissance Market, previously known as the Westside 
Market goes back to 1877. The store located on West Clay Street is now 
owned by Shadi Mahfoud. The last owner will stay on as the general 
manager of the Farmers’ Market Association and continue to manage the 
Farmers’ Market. The new owner is from war-torn Syria and says he’s one 
of a small percentage who made it to the U-S with a visa. He was first 
working at the Redwood Valley Market with a family member and heard the 
Renaissance Market was for sale and the rest is history.

More money coming into the coffers of the city of Ukiah. The Daily Journal 
reports the money from the city’s “Top Ten Revenue” sources, partly too, 
because of the new Costco. The Financial Director for the city says at first 
blush, it appears Costco revenues are about what the city expected. 
Apparently the numbers are confidential, but from what the city can figure 
out, regarding sales tax revenue, it seems on target. The city had estimated 
it get as much as $1 million in sales tax revenue. But there was also more 
money coming in from Measure Y, the streets tax.

A robber in Ukiah tells Pharmacy workers he had a gun and gets some 
goods. Ukiah Police say the man was wearing a surgical mask went into the 
Rite Aid on South State St. yesterday afternoon and demanding pills. The 
guy got the meds and took off. He’s described as 5 foot 10 to six-feet-tall, 
180 pounds, wearing a black sweater, sunglasses and the mask covering 
his face. Nobody has been arrested and police say after the robbery, other 
area pharmacies were notified.

A power outage on Super Bowl Sunday… imagine. Some residents in the 
Oak Manor neighborhood of Ukiah were unable to watch the fourth quarter 
of the big game, when all the action happened, because they lost power. 
Around 6:07 p.m. one resident said they heard a “loud explosion” then the 
neighborhood lost power. The city’s director of the Electric Utility says there 
were about 100 customers in the dark. Some folks were apparently getting 
power from a damaged area that needed repair, which took about three 
hours. A handful of customers still had no power for another hour after that. 
The utility company blaming a secondary transformer.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors to continue its discussion about its 
emergency medical services provider. The meeting tomorrow about North 
Coast Emergency Medical Services and if the County should find a new 
provider. This after complaints from the Health Services Director, local fire 
chiefs and hospital administrators. Several on hand at last week’s 
supervisor meeting. There could be a panel put together to study what to do 
and that could happen at tomorrow’s meeting after District 5 Supervisor Rob 
Brown made the suggestion. The board has other issues on the agenda as 
well including hearing from the Sheriff’s office regarding the need for Off 
Highway Vehicle patrol equipment and resources.

A man from Dublin is facing 25 years in prison after admitting an insider 
trading scheme at Ross Stores. The Dept. of Justice reports Saleem Khan 
made at least $3.5 million dollars. He admitted to conspiracy and securities 
fraud for the plot between July 2009 and October 2012 after getting a hold 
of private info related to sales and financial performance of Ross Stores 
which he got from someone working at the stores. Then Khan bought and 
sold securities off of that knowledge. He was indicted in November 2017 
and last week accepted the plea deal. He could get a quarter century behind 
bars when he’s sentenced in June. He also faces a $250,000 fine.
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Three men from Oroville and Palermo arrested for the sale of counterfeit 
oxycodone tablets laced with fentanyl. The federal charges after a three 
count indictment against Guillermo Jose Leon Ramirez of Oroville; Justin 
Garcia, also of Oroville and William Vollendroff of Palermo. The trio charged 
with conspiracy to distribute fentanyl and distribution of fentanyl and face 
five years in prison and possibly as much as 40 years, but they all pleaded 
not guilty last month. The bust after a couple of drug buys by DEA agents 
and Butte County Interagency Narcotics Task Force agents. The deals in 
Oroville last fall, with the agents wired up.

A zoo in England has a Valentines promotion… for a few bucks you can 
name a cockroach after your ex or your friend’s ex. The Hemsley 
Conservation Centre wants a donation of $2.70 to name the insect, quote, 
“in honor of your, or your friend’s worthless ex-“someone” on this special 
holiday of love”. The post on Facebook explains that each of the names of 
the cockroaches will be put on a board at the facility, and they’ll highlight 
pictures of the cockroaches on their Facebook page Feb. 14th.

Two men from Fort Bragg have been arrested on drug charges. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. reports some deputies saw suspect Terry 
Counterman after finding out he’d been in touch with another man they were 
searching for, Garrick Hornlein for a burglary in Tracy. Tracy Police had 
been looking for the guy and Mendocino deputies had gotten close to him 
but say he ran from them twice in the last month. They also say he was 
connected to several thefts in Fort Bragg. Counterman was arrested 
because deputies say he helped Hornlein escape arrest. Counterman 
booked on $15,000.00 bail and shortly after Hornlein was found and also 
arrested. He also had drug paraphernalia on him at the time so he’s held on 
no bail.

State Sen. Bill Dodd has introduced legislation to establish a California 
Wildfire Warning Center. The center would be a network to include 
automated weather and environmental monitoring stations with fire-weather 
forecasts and threat assessments in case of a wildfire. Dodd says extreme 
weather from climate change is the reason for some of the worst disasters 
we’ve ever had in Calif. He says his bill would warn of dangerous wind and 
weather conditions before wildfires happen so there’s time to de-activate 
power lines and pre-position resources, something he says could save lives. 
If it passes, the center would be managed by three agencies, the California 
Public Utilities Commission, the office of Emergency Services and Cal Fire.

Crunching numbers at the Ukiah Valley Sanitation District meeting. An 
accounting firm has put together 5 years of financial statements for the 
District which will be presented at their meeting tonight. The Daily Journal 
reports the district’s operating revenues were down $5 to $6 million and 
around $5 million was brought in from “charges for service.” There’s also 
notations of legal fees due to the lawsuit the District brought against the City 
of Ukiah for perceived un-received payments for the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant. That’s to the tune of more than $7 million. The board’s meeting 
tonight at 6:15 p.m.



There’s going to be a new emergency evacuation center in Clearlake. The 
Highlands Senior Center has previously taken part in evacuations by 
providing food and shelter for evacuees after several wildfires, but they’ve 
added new equipment to further assist, like a backup generator and portable 
shower. Now the center’s going after Red Cross and CalOES certification 
which should happen by spring. The Director of the Center, who’s also a 
Clearlake City Councilmember, Joyce Overton says it’s going to be helpful 
for residents, on top of what it’s done in the past. Some evacuees had 
stayed partly there and had to move around because there were no showers 
and it wasn’t an official evacuation center.

A new finance director and city treasurer is in place in Willits. June Du took 
the job over from an interim, part timer. She has an MBA and a second 
Masters in Civil Engineering and has worked in government for years. Du 
says the interim director did a great job, but she had a lot of catching up to 
do. The city manager is also working closely with Du. She says she was one 
of the reasons she took the job, because of her positive energy and future 
vision for the City of Willits.

Folks recovering after the Camp Fire may have to be uprooted again. After 
an emergency meeting of the Butte County Board of Supervisors yesterday 
when folks living on burn scars were told they will have to pick up and leave. 
There was two meetings on the matter, the first in Paradise at the Town 
Council. Apparently previously-passed emergency housing ordinances to let 
residents stay on their property in RV’s away from fire debris and no longer 
in place after it was found FEMA doesn’t like it and that could jeopardize 
money promised for debris removal. The Butte County Health Officer also 
reiterated it’s probably not safe to live near ash and debris either.

During the trial of two men charged in the shooting death of another man in 
Oroville, it came out the victim was shot execution style and left to die. 
Edward Gaston and David Tuttle have been charged in the murder of Justin 
Jagears in May of 2017. The pair have pleaded not guilty. The three men all 
lived on the same property for a time and were seen together the day of the 
murder, leaving the property together, but only the two men charged in the 
case returned. Jagears found by a local resident with a gunshot wound lying 
on the ground. The two men’s lawyers say Jagears first shot Gaston a 
month before, but lawyers say there’s been inconsistent statements on the 
shooting and so their statements shouldn’t be taken seriously.

Lake County got a dusting of snow with the latest round of storms. The 
snow stuck too, during the continuing winter storm warning which is done 
this morning. The statement that there would be a mix of rain and snow as 
low as 750 feet and there would be snow accumulations above 1,000 feet. 
Snow was reported throughout Lake County along with rain and hail. Last 
night Mount Konocti had a dusting and there were reports of snow flurries in 
the afternoon. Lake Co News reports the snow didn’t stick but reports of 
intermittent snow continued thru the day. The California Highway Patrol has 
reported cars should have chains on Highway 175 into Cobb. There’s a 
possibility of more snow in the area this morning, but it’ll melt quick with 
mostly sunny skies forecast thru Thursday. Rain is forecast again for next 
week though.
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Congressman Mike Thompson beefing up his Gun Violence Prevention 
Task Force. He’s the Chairman for panel and there’s 2 new Vice Chairs and 
four new Whips and many congressional members have signed on to his 
legislation. Thompson says the new members of the Task Force have 
diverse backgrounds and have shown dedication and conviction on the 
issue of fighting gun violence. The new Vice Chairs are Representative 
Jason Crow of CO and Representative Lucy McBath of GA. The new whips 
are Representative Ted Deutch of FL, Deputy Whips, Representative 
Madeleine Dean of PA, Representative Jahana Hayes of CT and 
Representative Mark A. Veasey of TX.

In Hawaii they’re trying to ban the sale of cigarettes. State lawmakers say a 
cigarette is the deadliest artifact in human history so they’re calling for a ban 
on anyone under 100 from buying cigarettes. But it wouldn’t go fully into 
effect, if it’s voted in, until 2024. They’ve already got some of the strictest 
smoking laws in the country, the first to ban the sale for those under 21, 
which would go now to 30 by next year, then 40, 50 and 60 for following 
years then up to 100 by 2024.

Roads in both Lake and Mendocino counties slick during the morning 
commute hours and that meant loads of crashes. The CHP reports some 
drivers couldn’t handle the conditions, lost control, flipped, skidded and 
spun. There was a gas tanker in Mendocino County that overturned after six 
this morning, it blocked the 101 in Leggett. There was a report just after that 
there was a hazardous spill too. Between the two counties there were about 
10 crashes and several injuries. As you headed up onto higher elevations 
like on highways 175 in Hopland and on Cobb Mountain there were very 
dicey conditions. Reports of solid ice on the Lake Mendocino bridge and 
issues on highways 20 and 29 in Lake County. Some schools in Lake 
County were delayed due to the weather with dropping temps this morning 
along with rain and more snow expected later today.

A couple from San Francisco who disappeared in the Mendocino National 
Forest for several days are safe. Search and rescue teams out yesterday. 
The Glenn County Sheriff’s Office reports 18 year old Maia Herman-Kitami 
and 21 year old Carlos Hernandez Jr. were found last night after they got 
stranded in the snow last Thursday. The Sheriff’s office says they were 
found "safe and in good spirits" in Hernandez’s Jeep which got stuck in the 
snow. The two apparently had a plan for off-roading and camping at Alder 
Springs at the end of last month, then they were reported missing. The 
Press Democrat reports Mendocino Sheriff’s Office search and rescue and 
the Willows Jeep Club helped find the two young adults.

Photos now circulating of a man Ukiah Police say robbed a pharmacy of 
drugs. As we reported the man went into the Rite-Aid on South State St. 
Sunday demanded medication, said he was armed, then took off after 
getting what he wanted. Police alerted other area pharmacies, but the man 
was not caught. He was described as 5-10 to six-feet-tall, 180 pounds with 
tan skin and dark hair in a black sweatshirt, wearing sunglasses and a “dust 
or medical mask” covered his face. A surveillance photo of the man can be 
seen on the Daily Journal’s website.



Another step forward for a local mental health center as the Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors has directed staff to start trying to find a 
location for the Crisis Residential Unit or units, a Crisis Stabilization Unit or 
units, and a 24 Hour Psychiatric Health Facility. So they’ll get bids for the 
design and development. One possible location is on South Orchard Ave. 
working with Redwood Community Services. The money for the work comes 
from the voter approved Measure B. Supervisors gave the greenlight to also 
create a Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee who 
will come up with recommendations for the board’s use of Measure B funds. 
The Sheriff, Tom Allman, who’s been an advocate of having stronger Mental 
Health services is a member of the Mental Health Oversight Committee, 
calling it the number one crisis in the county.

A man on parole wanted by Corrections officers has been busted in Covelo. 
Sheriff’s deputies patrolling the town stopped a car that had expired 
registration tags. They ran a DMV, warrants, probation and parole check on 
everyone in the car, finding the passenger, Reginald Azbill of Ukiah was a 
wanted felon for a parole violation. He was arrested and taken to the 
Mendocino County Jail where he was to be held without bail.

Legislators are working on a bill to make local polling places be open on the 
weekend before any Election Day. The Assembly bill would also include a 
way to figure out how many polling places in every jurisdiction should be 
open a Saturday, Sunday and Monday for at least 8 hours before the 
election, unless the district is mail in only voting. The law now says all 
polling places are to open on Election Day from 7 am until 8 pm.

Calif. lawmakers are considering giving teachers a $200 tax break to pay for 
supplies. The Assembly bill introduced Monday to cover public, charter, or 
private school teachers for grades K-12. It would go into effect next year and 
cover books, supplies, computer equipment and supplementary materials. 
They could not however claim the credit for anything of a religious nature, or 
nonathletic supplies used in health or physical education courses. The 
average teacher in the National Teacher and Principal Survey for 2015-16 
showed they spent nearly $500 on school supplies annually. Elementary 
school teachers spent more than that and high school teachers, a little less.

Congressman Mike Thompson says the President missed the mark on some 
key issues in his 2nd State of the Union address. He was there with his 
guest, the assistant professor of surgery, associate chief of the division of 
acute care surgery, and director of emergency general surgery at The Johns 
Hopkins Hospital who was shot by a teenager. Thompson, the chair of the 
Gun Violence Prevention Task Force, says the doctor’s presence at the 
address sends a message that Congress will act to help prevent gun 
violence and will honor victims like Dr. Sakran and his patients.

A woman accused of starting a fire at a business in Ukiah has been found 
guilty. The Mendocino County D-A reports the jury came back after 
deliberating yesterday and found 36 year old Rhanda Jack started a fire at 
Carpet One. The jury found Jack guilty of unlawfully causing a fire, which is 
a misdemeanor. Jack, also known as Rhanda Rachel Medrano had been 
charged with felony arson and felony vandalism for the November 2018 fire 
that caused about $29,000 of smoke damage to the inventory at Carpet 
One. The jury found her guilty of the lesser misdemeanor crime though. She 
testified on her own behalf saying she was homeless and started a fire in a 
dumpster outside the business, then she ran and didn’t call for help. She 
says it was accidental. She will be sentenced tomorrow.



The mayor of Cupertino giving his state of the city address says there 
should be a wall to separate Saratoga and San Jose, saying San Jose 
should pay for it. In a reference to the border wall the president promised 
Mexico would pay for and a dig that San Jose should step up with more 
affordable housing. Mayor Steven Scharf said there’s a big problem with too 
many Teslas coming through from Saratoga so along with other cities, they 
came up with the proposal. There were a few chuckles in the crowd, but not 
so much online where he was skewered for having poor taste and not 
mentioning the housing crisis. The mayor called CASA, a group who 
supports affordable housing, the “Committee to Destroy the Bay Area”.

Several thousand people who get their health insurance from Anthem Blue 
Cross have to get new doctors due to a Medi-Cal contract disagreement 
with Sutter Health. The Sacramento Bee reports about 20,000 patients in 
Northern California need new doctors now. Sutter Health saying they’ve 
been negotiating for months in good faith to try to come to an agreement, 
but they say they won’t compromise patient access and option, or give the 
insurer authority to second-guess doctor and patient treatment plans. A 
spokesperson for Anthem says they’re still actively negotiating. As per state 
law patients have to be given notice of changes in doctors.

The largest pension system in Calif. shows it’s roughly in line with most 
funds around the country. This part of a new survey by the National 
Conference on Public Employee Retirement Systems. The trade association 
came out with the survey yesterday, after polling 167 state and local 
government pension funds. The report shows nearly 73% of the money in 
the funds are needed to cover liabilities. CalPers, the California Public 
Employees’ Retirement System is worth about $350 billion and 71 percent 
funded. Standard ratings show if it’s 70% funded, then it’s adequate. It’s the 
second year in a row for the survey.

The Russian River is eroding an area near Geyserville. So the Sonoma 
County Board of Supervisors has approved spending about $250,000 on 
emergency repairs. There’s about 400 residents in the area, so if the river 
were to totally erode the shoreline, it could wipe out a road leading to the 
wine grape growing area of Alexander Valley to Highway 128. River Road 
washing out could mean the county needing to buy some valuable vineyard 
property for as much as $7 million. So the area needs to be shored up 
quickly after the heavy rains caused the river to swell and erode the banks. 
There’s a reported three-foot loss along the river bank that happened during 
a storm the middle of last month. Transportation officials have reportedly 
been watching the area for the last three years and an inspection Monday 
showed they needed to move fast because River Road is the sole access 
point in and out of the neighborhood. The work should take about two 
weeks.

Lawmakers are looking to help new parents, allowing state workers to bring 
infants to work for six months after they’re born. A similar bill popped up 
before but didn’t make it to Gov. Brown. The Assembly Bill would mean new 
parents could bring their infants to work to promote parent-infant bonding 
time and breastfeeding. The newbies between 6 weeks to 6 months, or until 
the infant can crawl, whichever happens first, then the baby would have to 
have medical clearance from a physician and a surgeon. Right now the 
state’s Family Rights Act lets some employees take off for up to 12 weeks, 
but it’s unpaid. There’s other laws too for new mothers to get time and 
private space for pumping breast milk. There was a similar bill last legislative 
session, but it died due to the cost of equipping state buildings for the 
infants, which included child proofing.
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The Lake County Health Dept. says it expects an uptick in flu activity in the 
next several weeks. This from past history and the fact the flu is circulating 
around the state. The Interim Public Health Officer, Dr. Erin Gustafson says 
it’s not too late to get a flu shot after the state dept of Public Health 
announced the flu was widespread and increasing across the state. Two 
children have died this season from the flu. That was in Stanislaus and 
Riverside Counties. Last year the state said 8 out of 10 kids who died from 
contracting the flu were not vaccinated. They say to limit that, everyone six 
months and older, including pregnant women, should get the flu shot yearly.

PG&E has a plan for wildfire safety that would mean more than 5 million 
customers might have no power for a time. The utility has submitted a plan 
to state regulators to shut down power, clear and remove trees and 
vegetation on 2,450 miles of land and install more fire-spotter cameras and 
weather-monitoring stations. The largest utility in the country serving 
Northern and Central California says their new plan would cost as much as 
$2.3 billion this year and affect all of its nearly 5.5 million customers. This 
plan is in response to state law enacted after the October and December 
2017 wildfires. The plan comes as the company also files for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy protection from creditors and due to an estimated $30 billion in 
liabilities from fires in 2017 and 2018.

A special meeting’s been held of the Konocti Unified School District Board 
as they search for a new superintendent. The meeting after a vote from the 
board last month approving a recruitment company being brought in the 
help find a replacement for retiring superintendent Donna Becnel. The 
recruiting company is run by a couple of retired school superintendents. The 
recruiters work with school boards and administrators and hold leadership 
and board trainings. They cater to small districts which they say have 
special needs. They will consult with the board and as many as 17 
community members on the process.

A man from Upper Lake is going to prison for strangling his wife to death 
during an argument. William “Bill” Morton Henry got six years for the murder 
of Cindi Henry last June. Both sides of the family were asking for leniency 
for the man who pleaded guilty to manslaughter as part of a plea deal. The 
recommended term from the probation department was three years, but the 
judge said there was a high degree of cruelty and he should get more. 
Victim impact statements apparently formed that decision. All family 
members asked for leniency, including the victim’s mother.

The yearly update from the police chief in Lakeport on response times has 
been given to the city council. Chief Brad Rasmussen reported he was 
happy with the response times for 2018, which he noted were better than 
2017. Emergency calls had about a three minute response time, non-
emergencies were 11 minutes, and calls to be handled when available were 
at about 18 minutes. He noted nearly 10,000 calls for the year, and about 
half were community-generated calls for service, and the rest where 
someone was reported seeing something that needed a response or help.

A ballot measure has been approved by the Lakeport Fire District Board of 
Directors for higher taxes to help fix the district’s financial troubles. The 
resolution to be on a ballot for a $6.14 tax per benefit unit, so each home 
owner would be taxed about $180 a year. The Record Bee reports the 
Finance Director for the City of Clearlake is a new board director for the 
District and says the tax measure was a last resort, but he didn’t see 
another option. Another director who is also a firefighter says the tax hike is 
modest. There have been layoffs of six paid firefighters and reduced staff 
levels. The tax, if passed, would bring in about $1.2 M more than the current 
tax.
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Money from CalHome for Habitat for Humanity Lake County will help some 
Sulphur Fire victims. The nonprofit to help low-income community members 
who lost their home in the fire or had damage. Those applying have to prove 
their loss was in the Sulphur Fire burn area and the loss happened because 
of the fire, for no other reason.

Please call 707-994-1100 x106 to apply or for more information or come by 
the office at 15312 Lakeshore Dr. Clearlake for a pre-application.

A man in Mumbai says he’s suing his parents… because they gave him life. 
Raphael Samuel says he loves his parents, and they have a great 
relationship, but says he was born without his consent… ok. He’s part of a 
group of ‘child-free’ proponents who say kids should not be brought into the 
world, they call it Anti-natalism, claiming it’s wrong to bring people into 
existence. Samuel also saying you shouldn’t do anything for your parents if 
you don’t want to. He has a Facebook page called Childfree India too.

It’s a resounding yes, from the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors for 
staff to start drawing up an ordinance to ban cultivating, processing or 
manufacturing cannabis and cannabis-based products using genetic 
engineering techniques, in other words, no GMO. Supervisors John 
Haschak and Ted Williams are sponsoring the idea. The board also asking 
the county’s attorney to draw up a moratorium option for the next board 
meeting to suspend the processing or manufacturing of GMO weed so it’s 
permanently banned in the county. The move could also mean small 
farmers in Mendocino County have an edge to compete against bigger 
marijuana companies and corporations across the state.

A man in Redwood Valley’s arrested after a domestic dispute. Apparently a 
woman told a friend to call 911 on her behalf so cops respond Tuesday 
afternoon and say they were told a man was chasing the victim down the 
street. The woman went up to the approaching deputies and heard Beau 
Brown and his wife, the victim were in an argument that got heated and 
Brown threatened he would hurt the woman and shoot all of the animals on 
their property. He also gathered a bunch of the woman’s personal items and 
lit them on fire outside. She took off and he chased her and rammed her car 
and she crashed. She was able to get away. Deputies arrested Brown after 
the wife also said he had multiple weapons for hunting. A SWAT team 
reported near their home and got the guy. He was held on $30,000 bail for 
assault with a deadly weapon, criminal threats, arson of property, felony 
vandalism and misdemeanor domestic violence battery.

Millsite planning has begun in earnest with new planning commissioners 
and city council members in Fort Bragg. The combined session Jan. 31st to 
drill down on the vision for the massive oceanfront site. The discussion on a 
redraft of the planning vision statement and guiding principles. The 
Community Development Director spoke to the group saying estimates right 
now show Fort Bragg’s water supply and future development for the current 
land use plan for the millsite might have to be taken down 20 to 40 percent 
because there’s not enough water for the vision so far. The development 
dept. reportedly working on water budgets for the site and the entire town. 
That will show how much development can be allowed on the millsite while 
still meeting the water needs of other parcels already zoned.



Some backlash at the Mendocino Coast District Hospital Board of Directors 
meeting after the dismissal of the CEO Bob Edwards. It was standing room 
only at the meeting where the board President Karen Arnold said they’ve got 
to start rebuilding their relationship in the community. Some people were not 
happy with the decision during the public comment session. The Advocate 
newspaper reports one surgeon stood up and said it was a hasty and ill 
considered decision. That surgeon said he was resigning a position on the 
board’s planning committee and would stay only if Edwards was brought 
back. And the medical Chief of Staff said he was concerned too along with 
other doctors who stood up and also voiced concern.

Talks continue regarding a purchase of several acres of land on the old 
Georgia-Pacific millsite. The Advocate newspaper reports Skunk Train 
executives are still working on the sale which they say is moving slower than 
they’d like due to complications of the coastal zone the land sits on. There’s 
a plan to clean up the site then lease land to the North Coast Brewing 
Company for a new facility. The Skunk Train has also received a large grant 
to fix one of the tunnel’s, six miles from Pudding Creek after a collapse in 
2015, cutting the line off from Willits. But officials say Skunk train ridership 
continues to grow to nearly 63,000 last year alone.

The poorest performing schools in the state list has been released showing 
Lake County had a handful with the distinction. Record Bee reports the 
California Department of Education released the list last week. The six 
schools in Lake selected for help under the Every Student Succeeds Act. 
Nearly 800 schools on the list, about 480 of the 6,600 in the state receive 
Title I federal aid for low-income students and 300 high schools with less 
than two-thirds of students graduating. The state apparently quietly released 
the numbers. Parents also won’t be notified so they can remove their kids 
from poor performing schools.

A new report shows more people in Calif. concerned about illegal 
immigration over education, jobs, the environment and homelessness. The 
Public Policy Institute of California poll came out this week. It surveyed 
residents on the biggest issue facing the state and what the most important 
issue was for the Governor and Legislature this year. 15 percent of those 
surveyed said immigration and illegal immigration, 11 percent said 
education, 10 percent said the economy, 8 percent for the environment and 
6 percent for homelessness. The survey as the federal government faces 
another shutdown over border security.

There’s a new number for the amount of people killed in the Camp Fire. It’s 
been slightly reduced from 86 to 85. At the same time the Butte County 
Sheriff’s Office has identified two people who died in the fire that plowed 
thru Paradise, Magalia and Concow. They’re names as 69 year old Chris 
Maltby of Paradise and 75 year old Ronald Schenk of Paradise. There’s 
now just two people who are still reported as missing or unaccounted for. 
Police in Sacramento have located one man listed as missing as John 
Demianew. He actually had a warrant out for his arrest, and he’s been found 
and taken into custody.

A project to take down burned out or dead trees in Paradise and Magalia 
has begun. The first phase of cleanup of the dead trees which will also 
include some commercial logging. The Butte County Fire Safe Council trying 
to help push along the project which had featured a previously approved 
grant for $668,000 for fuel reduction on the Paradise ridge. There was a 
bunch of dead wood there before the fire apparently, and the council is 
looking to move the multi-year project along and possibly change parts of 
the plan too.



Winter weather continues in Northern Mendocino County. The National 
Weather Service (NWS) reports there could be snow again, issuing a Winter 
Storm Warning from 4 am tomorrow into 4 pm Sunday. They say to look for 
possible hazardous travel conditions across mountains due to heavy snow 
and along the coast because of possible small hail. The Winter Storm 
Warning for elevations above 2500 feet with lighter snow as low as 500-
1000 feet Saturday night into Sunday and the small hail most likely during 
Saturday night into Sunday.

A state Assemblyman speaking out after the release of a violent parolee 
sentenced to 35 years to life but now out due to Prop. 57. The Mendocino 
County D-A’s Facebook page featuring the story of Assemblymember Jim 
Cooper of Elk Grove who commented on an appeals judge allowing a felon 
to be released under Proposition 57, the California Parole for Non-Violent 
Criminals and Juvenile Court Trial Requirements Initiative. This man was 
sent to prison after his conviction to stabbing his girlfriend with a butcher 
knife, forcibly molesting his 11year-old niece and gang raping a 17-year-old 
pregnant teen. He says there’s something grossly wrong with the law if the 
courts rule a violent sexual offenders and felon that stabbed his girlfriend is 
considered a non-violent criminal. The notation too that it’s the second time 
this year a court ruled pedophiles and rapists are considered for early 
release under the highly misrepresented Proposition 57.

A memorial’s planned for a woman and her son, killed in a murder suicide 
near Willits last month. The memorial service for Krissy Orbon and her son 8 
year old boy, Damian, this Sunday, February 10th at the Little Lake Grange. 
The two shot to death in the double homicide and suicide January 10th. The 
Mendocino Voice news site says the memorial will have a focus on domestic 
violence awareness and prevention, and reports there will also be musical 
performances and a potluck. It’s from 11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. David Wilkins, 
Damian’s dad, and Orbon were recently separated, but apparently Wilkins 
was still seeing the boy and had access. There’s a GoFundMe has been 
started to assist with memorial costs, and $10 donations will be accepted at 
the door.

A man who police say robbed a Ukiah convenience store at gunpoint has 
been caught on video, but is still on the run. Police say they got a call to the 
Ukiah Liquor and Food store on Washington Ave. Wednesday night for a 
robbery. The employee there at the time says the man in a hoodie came in 
picked out some items, went up to the cash register, pulled out a gun, then 
demanded cash, and ran. No word if he got any money. He’s described as 
either White or Hispanic, about six-feet tall, with a large build, wearing a 
dark beanie, dark hooded sweatshirt, tan pants and brown, work-type boots.

A body’s been found under the Noyo Bridge in Fort Bragg. Police say they 
got a call Wednesday afternoon that someone was in the water. They say 
there, they found a body, on the ground, describing the body as an 
“unidentified white male between 40 and 50 years old”. The body taken from 
the area to the Chapel by the Sea mortuary. No other details have been 
released.

A new Assistant District Attorney in Mendocino County. The Board of 
Supervisors has appointed Dale Trigg with a yearly salary of $135,000, 
including retirement and medical benefits, for a total worth on the job of 
around $203,000, which the D-A says is in their budget already. The D-A 
says Trigg is an extremely qualified assistant district attorney, with 
experience in sexual assault cases, civil cases and as a district attorney in 
other counties. He was the elected DA in Del Norte County, but resigned 
due to reported compensation issues. He was also civil litigator in Missouri 
and was a judge in Montana.
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A courthouse in Oklahoma had to be evacuated after a lawyer wandered in 
with a bunch of bed bugs falling out of his clothing. The Rogers County 
Courthouse evacuated then closed for fumigation after the lawyer came in 
with the taggers on. The Sheriff said there were bugs literally crawling all 
over the man, adding, it’s hard to imagine you not knowing there were bugs 
all over you. Someone else apparently saw the bugs on the lawyer’s neck. 
Then he took off his jacket and placed it on some files, where the bugs were 
also found. Officials saying it was an original way to "bug" the room.

Applications are still being processed in Mendocino County for marijuana 
businesses. The County Cannabis Manager Sean Connell told the Board of 
Supervisors last week there were nearly 1,300 applications so far, 212 
issued, 26 others approved and several hundred are still being reviewed. 22 
applications were denied. At the same time the board has directed county 
staff to draft a hemp moratorium motion so they can study the idea from 
other nearby counties before deciding how to deal with hemp cultivation in 
the future. The board will start to only hear updates on cannabis monthly, 
instead of every week. But it could change to every two months soon.

Reports of more burglaries in the Northshore of Lake County of late. 
Reports there’s not a lot of police presence in the area and at least three 
businesses in Upper Lake burglarized, including Judy’s Junction restaurant, 
Upper Lake Mercantile, and a doctor’s offices. There’s also been reports of 
residential burglaries in Nice and Lucerne. There are more than 50 openings 
in the Sheriff’s dept. The Sheriff says the series of Northshore burglaries are 
not a surprise as they don’t have enough deputies on the streets.

The board’s looking at a restructuring proposal at the Sheriff’s dept. it would 
change management at the dispatch center and the county jail. The Record 
Bee reports the Sheriff, in a memo to the board says they’ve been struggling 
to fill leadership positions so he wants to reclassify the Central Dispatch 
Manager to a Chief Deputy and make that a permanent assignment. He 
notes the same issues at the jail, and shuffling people around will ensure 
they have the right people assigned to the right positions. The board would 
have to reallocate money from some captain and lieutenant positions to 
added chief deputy positions. They’ll also add an accountant position and 
remove an “accounting technician” position.

Forecasters say we’re about to be hit hard again with a torrential downpour. 
But it’ll be warmer without snow and could melt the Sierra Nevada snow 
pack and increase flood risk. They say we could get pummeled by an 
Atmospheric River or it could also die down. Conservatively speaking, rain is 
headed to Central and Southern Calif at the very least. But forecasters said 
over the weekend the storm was still far enough away, to not have a 
concrete idea of where it would land for sure. The National Weather Service 
in Monterey said it looked like the storm would hit Santa Barbara and 
depending how large the storm is, it could hit the Bay Area or, further north, 
and bring heavy rain. State Water Project officials say they’re not increasing 
releases yet for more space in reservoirs, and will make that determination 
today.

Congressman Mike Thompson has announced his Public Safety Hero 
Award recipients. Lake Co News reports on the annual gathering to honor 
law enforcement officers and first responders who went above and beyond 
the call of duty. In Lake County, Elona Porter, evidence technician 
supervisor and lead crime scene investigator for Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office, and Cal Fire Capt. Richard Lawler, from the Clearlake Oaks Fire 
Station were honored. The congressman honors one local law enforcement 
officer and a first responder from each county with the Public Safety Hero 
award. Porter honored for assisting investigations and Lawler for his work 
on the Tubbs, Pawnee and Mendocino Complex Fires.



The City of Lakeport is getting a grant from the state to buy new equipment 
and help train staff for hazardous materials spills. The City Council approved 
the $35,000 in grant funds from the state Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
Office of Spill Prevention and Response, for oil spill response equipment. So 
the city will also buy an oil spill response trailer. The trailer is a fully stocked 
custom trailer for basic response to a spill. The grant also has enough 
money to pay to train up to 10 people.

Since the state’s being walloped with rain and snow, State Highway 1 in the 
Mud Creek and Paul’s Slide areas in Monterey County could be closed. 
Caltrans with the report to prepare for potential weather-related closures at 
Mud Creek, about 9 miles north of the San Luis Obispo County line, and 
Paul’s Slide, which is about 21 and a half miles north of the county line. This 
comes after the road had been closed in the past due to massive land 
movement, major mud and rock slides. Cal Trans says the areas still need 
to stabilize and settle after months of repair. There will be a 48 hour warning 
before a closure, mainly for residents so they can stock up on groceries and 
for all to make any alternate travel arrangements.

The Gov. says he’s pulling several hundred National Guard troops from the 
southern border with Mexico. Defying the Trump administration who wants 
support from border states, Gov Newsom says he’ll allow 100 of 360 troops 
there to stay. Those, he says will mainly focus on fighting crimes, like drugs 
and guns smuggling. A spokesperson for the governor’s office says those 
staying will provide intelligence on transnational crime and help with cargo 
dock operations and searches of commercial trucks for contraband. This 
after the New Mexico Gov. did the same. She’s also a new governor. Both 
of their predecessors sent troops after the Trump administration asked for 
help from the two states and Texas and Arizona. In Calf. The troops being 
pulled are going to work on fire preparation ahead of the next wildfire 
season and expand a counterdrug task force program, but that needs 
approval from the U.S. Department of Defense.

The Mendocino County Cannabis Program announces a couple of town 
halls on existing grow sites. The meetings in Covelo and Laytonville with 
open houses set for this week and next. The Cannabis Accommodation 
Districts in support of the continued operation of existing cultivation sites in 
residential areas. They say if you live in the Covelo Core or Fairbanks Road, 
Laytonville or South Leggett you could be included in one of the districts. 
There are presentations by the Dept. of Agriculture and Planning Services 
for those affected this Wednesday, February 13th and next Thursday, the 
21st at Covelo Common Space and at the Laytonville Garden Club on 
Valentine’s Day and next Friday, the 22nd. All start at 4pm with a 
presentation, offices open from noon to 3 PM for open house.

Still no real banking option for California’s marijuana sales. Cash is paid to 
tax offices. Now Congress is holding a hearing on potential bank access for 
licensed cannabis companies. This comes six years after marijuana started 
to be legalized in states for recreational use. There were no hearings while 
there was a Republican led House of Reps. Marijuana is however still 
considered illegal by federal law and any banks who work within the industry 
could face money laundering charges if the Department of Justice went after 
them. California collected nearly $330 million in taxes the first three quarters 
of last year. But the Department of Tax and Fee Administration says less 
than half of that was in the form of cash. The first bill to be considered by the 
US House, which is now a Democratic majority, was submitted last Friday. 
But the bill will most likely die in the Republican controlled Senate.
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Warning by a state nursing board that more money’s needed to protect 
against unsafe practices, plus they warn there needs to be a faster way to 
license new nurses. The warning by the Board of Registered Nursing who 
says they need $17 million dollars to hire more employees. About five years 
ago the state put nearly $100 million up for a new computer system for 
improved efficiency. The Sacramento Bee reports the software change has 
new nurse applications waiting up to five months for processing. Before that, 
the newspaper reports, it took only four to six weeks. This from the latest 
budget proposal filed Jan. 10th. Apparently some nurses left Calif. to get 
licensed, then transferred back into Calif. to start jobs sooner. The board 
reportedly getting as many as 35,000 license applications a year

Governor Newsom delivered his first California State of the State address 
today, with some tough talk for the president as most expected, disputing 
several of President Trump’s recent claims about a crisis at the border. The 
governor also revealed plans for an Alzheimers task force, changes to 
current high speed rail plans, and appointed Sacramento Mayor Darrel 
Steinberg to lead a new state commission that will tackle the state’s 
homeless crisis.

The Lake County health Services Department is out with a reminder for 
adults and parents to vaccinate agains Pertussis, or whooping cough, which 
starts with a cough and runny nose followed by weeks of coughing fits. The 
risk of complications are higher in the elderly and the very young.

Three more arrests in connection to the burglary of a Ukiah home on Friday 
in the 600 block of Marshal Street. Victims identified on security footage, 43 
year old Lawrence Texeira, 48 year old Renee Crane and 40 year old Aron 
Hernandez were later found on the Mendocino Coast with property stolen 
during the burglary in their possession. A search of their homes turned up 
even more stolen property.

Governor Newsom has signed a general order that will draw down over 300 
California national guard troops at the southern border. In a statement 
announcing the move, the governor said that the border emergency is a 
manufactured crisis, and that California will not be part of the political 
theatre. All troops should off border duty by the end of next month.

A new animal shelter is open at Fort Bragg, and a ribbon cutting ceremony 
and open house are planned for Saturday at the shelter on 19701 Summers 
Lane in Fort Brag, 1pm. The shelter’s regular hours of operation will be 
Tuesdays through Saturday, noon to 5pm.

The goal is to promote community awareness of crime victim’s rights and 
services available to them, during National Crime Victim’s Rights Week April 
7th to the 13th. The Hopland tribe is getting federal funds from the US 
Department of Justice office for victims of Crime, to help get the job done. A 
community awareness project is being planned, including a 5k run and walk 
on April 13th, a resource fair and a local art contest with an ward for the 
winning entry. Artists interested in entering the contest can email lsautelet or 
submit in person at the Hopland Tribal health and Social Services 
Department in Hopland. The funds awarded are not tax payer dollars, rather 
penalties paid by those convicted of federal crimes. The theme for this 
year’s 2019 National Crime Victim’s Right’s Week is “Honoring Our Past, 
Creating Hope For The Future.
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A 26 year old man has been arrested for robbing Rite aid and Ukiah Liquor 
and Fast Food earlier this month. Police say Mark Magana walked into Rite 
Aid on State Street in Ukiah on Feb 3rd and gave a cashier a note claiming 
he was armed, demanding narcotics before running way with the goods. 
Three days later, Ukiah Police responded to an armed robbery at Ukiah 
Liquor and Food on Washington Ave. Magana, a suspect in both incidents 
was later arrested by Marysville Police and transported to Mendocino 
County by Ukiah Police, to face two counts of robbery.

A report on the Meondocino Complex fire last summer has concluded that 
poor communication and a rivalry between state and federal agencies are to 
blame for confusion that endangered 22 firefighters who had to flee the fire, 
after being surrounded by flames when winds changed. The firefighters 
made it out OK, but some weren’t so sure they would, including the six who 
had to run for a mile before being picked up.

Rain in the forecast all this week, and as winds whipped up yesterday power 
started going out. The Daily Journal reports that an oak tree fell on lines 
near a Starbucks on Perkins Street, knocking out power to East Perkins 
Street and Oak Manor Drive. Some 500 customers lost power in areas East 
of Ukiah, due to wind damage that has been repaired.

Get paid to Facebook? Maybe…. And only in California. During his State of 
The State yesterday, Governor Newsom highlighted digital privacy laws 
passed in California, and said more should be done to allow consumers 
control of their data. The Governor proposed a Data Dividend for 
Californians, saying that it is recognized our data has value, and that the 
data is ours, so tech companies should pay users for access to their data.

The United States Forest Service has released a new survey, showing that 
over 147 million trees have died since 2010. Potential fuel for wild fires, 
literally lying across almost 10 million acres of land in California. Drought, 
pests, and disease are all being blamed as another 18 million trees in the 
state are currently under threat. Work is being done by state and federal 
agencies to clear dead trees and brush to reduce fire risks and increase 
safety. The trend has slowed some. Fewer trees died in 2018 compared to 
2016 and 2017, but experts say that the trees are still dying off at higher 
numbers than normal.

A new MCHC health Center has opened at 1165 S. Dora Street in Ukiah. 
Some providers have moved to the new offices, making room for Dentistry, 
Pediatrics, Women’s Health and more services at the Hillside location. But 
it’s still business as usual. The Daily Journal reports that the only changes 
will be the location and phone number for the providers who have moved to 
the new center.

A company called Heritage Mendocino would like to become the second to 
sell recreational marijuana in Ukiah, from an operation that would be located 
at 1076 Cunningham Road. The planning commission is expected to take 
the issue up in a meeting tonight at 6pm.

As the Ukiah High school boys wrestling team celebrates First Place in the 
North Bay League Tournament, several varsity wrestlers are turning their 
focus to the NCS championships this weekend in Union City: Casey Aikman, 
Charlie Cliburn, Ashton Stanley, Jay Escamilla, Adrian Alvarez, Nathan 
Tyrell and Frankie Pomilia.

The BLM is asking for public comments during a meeting from 5:30 to 7pm 
this evening at the Ukiah Field office on State Street. Public input in off 
highway vehicle grant proposals will be considered, and applications are 
due next month. More information can be found at www.ohv.parks.ca.gov.

http://www.ohv.parks.ca.gov/
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The last of a series of workshops for local farmers will be held on Feb 25th 
at Yokayo Roots farm in Ukiah. The workshops are free to farmers and 
members of the community.

For many, their one true love is their pet, ranking right up there with family 
and friends. Tomorrow you can make sure you’ll always know where your 
beloved dog or cat is, with free microchipping at the Mendocino County 
Animal Care Services Ukiah Shelter at 298 Plant Road in Ukiah. The 
Valentine’s Day offer, and more information can be found at 
www.mendoanimalshelter.com.

The Lakeport Fire Department fire chief Doug Hutchinson’s last day is 
Friday as he begins a new job as fire chief at the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority 
soon. In his place for now, will be newly selected interim fire chief Rick 
Bergem, who told the Record Bee that he’d like to help get the house in 
order as the department works through financial issues. He isn’t expected to 
stay long, having come out of retirement to take the interim role.

California’s Attorney General, Xavier Becerra, is being sued for refusing to 
release records about police misconduct in lawsuits filed in several counties 
across the state. He is accused of ignoring a law that went into effect on 
January 1st, which limits police privacy policies. A non profit behind on one 
of the suits worries that a green light is being given to other departments to 
go ahead and disregard the new law, because the general already does.

A woman suffered only minor injuries when heavy rains caused a mudslide 
that hit her California home this morning, pushing it off the foundation and 
down a hillside, trapping her inside. Marin County Sheriff’s Deputies were 
able to get her out just before 3am. She was transported to the hospital.

The second phase of California’s wildfire debris removal operation begins 
soon, so residents have an easier go at getting rid of debris with no out of 
pocket costs. Phase 1 of the program removed over 35,000 tons of debris 
from over 13,000 properties. A deadline has been extended until tomorrow 
for residents to return signed right of entry agreements so crews can access 
properties to remove debris.

A judge who is overseeing a criminal case against PG&E in connection to a 
gas line explosion in 2010, wants more answers from PG&E for the utility 
company’s role in California wildfires. The Press Democrat reports that 
Judge William Alsup questioned a wildfire mitigation plan submitted by 
PG&E along with the company’s compliance with laws regulating vegetation 
around power lines.

A growing measles outbreak has health officials across the country alarmed, 
and the Mendocino County Public Health Department has released a report 
on vaccination rates in schools. Officials cite lower vaccination rates in 
schools where outbreaks happen, and the ease of infection after contact to 
the virus that can hang around for hours. The Mendocino Beacon reports 
that Mendocino Unified School District’s vaccination rates vary from school 
to school. Records show 79% at Mendocino High, Community School and 
Sunrise High schools combined, and go as high at 89% in other schools. In 
Fort Bragg schools, vaccination rates vary from 70% for Redwood 
Elementary kindergarten to 95% at Fort Bragg Middle School. More 
information can be found at the Mendocino County Public Health’s website.

http://www.mendoanimalshelter.com/
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Tribes in the state wanting to sell cannabis are running into issues getting 
into the business. They can legally grow and sell cannabis on their lands, 
there has been no legal way for them to join the state’s market. Leaders 
who don’t want to give up their right to govern themselves, are taking issue 
with being treated like a business instead of a government. The Daily 
Journal reports that licensing efforts have been troubled because local 
jurisdictions who must approve the businesses have no authority over tribal 
lands, and non tribal cannabis businesses may have issues with any special 
exemptions that would give any groups an unfair advantage. Oregon, 
Washington State and Nevada have passed rules to allow tribes to make 
deals with the state like the gambling agreements made in the past.

Accused of misusing government resources and costing taxpayers 
$150,000, FEMA Head Brock Long announced this week he will resign, 
tweeting the news this week calling his time with the agency as the 
opportunity of a lifetime. Deputy Administrator Peter Gaynor has been 
announced as acting administrator.

Renovations will close the Ukiah library soon. A temporary site will be open 
just down the street for returns and pickups as work gets underway March 
10th and is expected to last through the end of the month. The renovations, 
paid for by a voter approved sales tax in 2011 will include carpet and paint, 
circulation desk and other improvements.

The National Weather service has issued a winter storm warning for the 
Sierra Nevada until 4am Sunday. Poor visibility, damage to trees and power 
lines, an chain requirements are possible with 3-6 feet of snow expected, 
travel to the Tahoe area this weekend is highly discouraged.

It’s official. Governor Newsom will sue the Trump administration over a 
national emergency declaration, announcing the news earlier today. 
President Trump said earlier today that he will sign the compromise bill 
approved by Congress averting another government shutdown, but that he 
will declare an emergency for additional funds. Some fear the declaration 
may divert money from disaster protection projects in California to help pay 
for the border wall.

A cannabis company has raised $175 million dollars to expand operations in 
Mendocino County and across the state. Flow Kana will spend the next year 
expanding into oils, and topicals. Another facility is also being planned for 
Mendocino County. Part of the $175 million will be used to purchase 
vehicles, and to acquire real estate for manufacturing and distribution.

After spending $950 million two years ago, and $677 million last year, 
California officials are proposing private insurance to help pay for 
destruction during bad wildfire seasons, coverage that could possibly be 
extended to earthquakes and tsunamis that strike the state, and make 
budgets more predictable.

The Ukiah Planning commission this week approved a second cannabis 
dispensary near Talmage road. Heritage Mendocino asked the planning 
commission to take the issue up, which they did on Wednesday but support 
wasn’t unanimous. The Daily Journal reports that Chairman Mike Whetzel 
believes there are bigger priorities in the area that need to be fixed first like 
the issue of transients and traffic in the area, and he hopes that pressure 
from the business community will force the commission to address those 
problems. Heritage Mendocino’s permits were approved.

Mendocino County first responders got more training in crisis intervention 
and mental health, finishing a three day course that is part of a national 
effort to help firs responders better understand mental health issues while 
on the job. Another class is scheduled for April.
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The California Highway Patrol has identified a vehicle involved in a hit and 
run in Covelo last month involving a biker. According to authorities, a man 
riding a bicycle was hit by a vehicle in the 26000 block of Mendocino Pass 
Road. No arrests have been announced or information on the suspects 
released.

Upper Lake residents have formed a citizen patrol after a recent increase in 
burglaries at homes and businesses in the area, and hope to have patrols 
start as early as tomorrow. Staffing issues at the Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office have made response times longer, and there are currently no 
suspects in the recent burglaries. Residents are getting help setting up the 
patrols by a representative form the sheriff’s office.

A woman from Fort Bragg has been arrested after a call to deputies for a 
domestic violence incident. The Sheriff’s office reports Doris Camp was 
picked up in front of her house after being found hysterical and belligerent. 
They say they calmed her down after she got into an argument with her 
partner about their relationship. Deputies say Camp’s behavior got worse 
when they spoke to her partner. They say she wouldn’t follow their 
instructions and she hit a Deputy in the face. She’s charged with battery on 
peace officer and resisting peace officer and was being held after her 
February 6th arrest on $15,000 bail.

A man in Willits has been arrested after reports he tried breaking into a 
home. Deputies say they got a call to the house and saw a dark blue Ford 
F250 blocking the driveway. Inside the truck was an AR-15 assault weapon. 
They went into the home and Joshua Smith told them while in the area, he 
was being chased by unknown people. Deputies said there was someone 
walking on the roof of a home, then found a ladder and ordered someone off 
the roof. That person, again, was Smith. He was found to be high on 
something and arrested. He also had the keys to that truck on him, so he’s 
charged with being under the influence of a controlled substance while in 
possession of an assault weapon and felony possession of an assault 
weapon and held on $15,000.00 bail.

A man in Fort Bragg’s been arrested after a domestic incident. Cops called 
to a home by a woman saying there was an unwanted man at the home. 
The two were actually married, but not living together. Deputies say James 
Bray went to the home drunk and assaulted the woman when she told him 
to leave. They say the woman had a minor visible injury consistent with the 
assault. And Bray had an outstanding misdemeanor arrest warrant for 
violation of probation, plus he was on active summary probation with a term 
that he must obey all laws. He was arrested for felony domestic violence 
battery and violation of probation and the misdemeanor arrest warrant and 
held on $35,000.00 bail.

State Senator Bill Dodd drafting legislation regarding abandonment and the 
elderly. The bill after what happened during the October 2017 wildfires in 
Santa Rosa at two senior homes where residents were basically left to die. 
So “abandonment” would be added to California’s civil elder abuse laws for 
anyone who hurts or allows harm on elderly dependents. Dodd referring to 
conduct at Oakmont of Villa Capri and Varenna care homes in 
Fountaingrove after state investigators found staffers there had left as many 
as 100 elderly residents there as the Tubbs fire burned closeby. Dodd says 
the state needs to do more to make sure California’s elderly residents are 
safe.



A young child found running across Main St. in Lakeport and a man’s 
arrested for it. Cops say 34 year old Fabian MorenoAmezcua was arrested 
after the toddler was reported alone running into a home. Police went to the 
home and found a woman had dropped the three year old off with the child’s 
father. MorenoAmezcua apparently left the home and the toddler was there 
alone. They found the man hiding behind a door in a bedroom high on what 
they thought was meth, so they arrested him. They also found a bunch of 
weed and paraphernalia where the toddler could get it. The child was also 
removed from the home and Child Protective Services will get the case for 
review.

Lake County slammed by last week’s “atmospheric river” with nine inches 
recorded in some areas. The National Weather Service reported Lake 
County got six to nine inches of rain in Cobb and other southern sections of 
the county. In the north, they got closer to five inches. Rain continued thru 
Saturday, but we don’t have those totals quite yet. Forecasters say it should 
stay dry thru mid week and another storm could be headed here by the 
weekend. There was no emergency action taken in Lake County though as 
there was no flooding hazard. There were however, closed highways, rural 
roads and city streets. There were some areas of severe flooding, but no 
official declarations.A man accused of setting the Clayton Fire is still sitting in jail. There’s been 
numerous delays in the case of alleged arsonist Damin Pashilk. The current 
delay is discovery of about 100 pages has yet to reach his lawyer. Pashilk 
has had a change of lawyer, and the judge in the case was replaced after 
he announced his plans to retire. Pashilk is accused of several crimes 
besides arson. The Clayton Fire burned in August of 2016 and burned 
nearly 4,000 acres and destroyed 300 structures, including 180 homes. He’s 
pleaded not guilty. But his car was seen on video in the area of the start of 
other fires.

The new Fire Chief is being sworn in this week at a joint meeting of the 
Ukiah City Council and the Ukiah Valley Fire District board of directors. 
Doug Hutchison had been the chief of the Lakeport Fire Protection District 
and was hired for the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority last month. He told the 
Daily Journal he was excited about the new position. His wife is also a 
former firefighter. The swearing in is this Wednesday at 5 PM in the Ukiah 
City Council Chambers.

Redwood Community Services is reaching out to the community for help 
finishing its homeless services center on South State Street. They say after 
doing some work on the plans, it’s turned into a community center too and 
they need more money to finish it up. The city’s getting cash from the state’s 
Homeless Emergency Action Aid Program for construction costs. The center 
is being described now as a year-round community day resource center for 
those experiencing homelessness and those whose housing is in jeopardy. 
There will be restrooms, showers, laundry facilities, a resource room, and 
non-commercial food preparation area, community garden, pet area, 
conference room and office space.

A young man in St. Louis has been arrested after he went into a brewery 
that was closed. 19 year old Bud Weisser was arrested for entering, what 
could be considered his namesake, the Budweiser Brewery. Cops say 
Weisser went into a secured area and was told to leave, but he wouldn’t so 
they arrested him for trespassing and resisting arrest. He was previously 
arrested for doing the same thing at a gas station, but he escaped out a 
broken window and was traced with blood DNA found at the scene.
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3 people have been arrested in connection to a robbery at Rite Aid in Willits. 
Police say the trio went into the store wearing bandanas, hiding their faces, 
and went to the pharmacy, jumped over the counter and demanded 
prescription pills. Police say they took whatever they could get their hands 
on then took off in a car. They were seen near Reeves Canyon where a 
police officer and deputy tried stopping them but they took off. There was a 
chase with speeds of more than 100 mph, but the suspects crashed, they 
got out and ran. They were caught after a brief chase, all of them are said to 
be from Sacramento. Cops also recovered several thousand narcotic 
prescription pills worth about $50,000 on the street. The trio booked into 
Mendocino County Jail for robbery, evading police with reckless driving, 
violation of parole, possession of a stolen vehicle, possession of a controlled 
substance and resisting arrest.

Congressman Mike Thompson will be visiting Lake County to talk wildfires. 
The last four fire seasons have burned much of Lake County’s land, so the 
Congressman is coming to town tomorrow to highlight resiliency and wildfire 
mitigation efforts of many kinds. Thompson hosting a Q&A with residents 
called the Fire Resiliency Summit. It’s tomorrow evening from 7-9pm in the 
Board of Supervisors Chambers, in Lakeport.

The Lake County Sheriff taking his plan to the County Board of Supervisors 
to restructure his department and change the title and pay for some officers. 
The board approved his proposal but has not given the thumbs up for the 
jump in pay that he wants for the newly named positions. The Sheriff’s idea 
now goes to the Classification and Compensation Committee before the 
raises can be implemented. The County Administrative Officer says the 
study needs to be done so they can come up with a baseline for the salary 
and benefit increases. The Sheriff’s report shows his agency would have to 
spend another $2,000 per month with his proposed changes. The Sheriff’s 
been sharing staffing recruitment challenges, apparently losing more than 2 
dozen full timers in the last year, including 14 correctional officers and six 
deputies, three dispatchers and three civilian employees.

A man in Napa killed by a Sheriff’s Deputy. The sheriff’s dept. investigating 
the shooting Sunday night after a man shot from his car at a deputy, the 
deputy shot back, killing the suspect. Lake Co News reports the agency’s 
now reviewing body cam footage surrounding the event. The man’s name 
has not been released until his family’s notified. The deputy involved was 
uninjured and is now on administrative leave, standard procedure.

With the California Attorney General Xavier Becerra leading, more than a 
dozen states are suing the Trump Administration after the president 
declared a national emergency to get his border wall funded. The Governor 
Gavin Newsom, Becerra and the attorneys general of 16 states allege the 
emergency declaration and diversion of money from other departments is 
unconstitutional and unlawful. Newsom says the emergency is a disgrace 
and says California will see the Trump Administration in court. The lawsuit 
says the President called the national emergency so he could pay to build 
the wall along the southern border because he failed to get Congress – or 
Mexico – to pay for it.

The Ukiah City Council to revisit the so-called Road Diet at their next 
meeting. The council’s considering a $1.25 million contract for the 
Streetscape Project on State Street at their meeting tomorrow. The Public 
Works Dept. recommending a firm for the planning on the project to widen 
the sidewalk, build curb ramps, bulbouts, install new street lights and street 
furniture and the diet part, slim the four lanes of State Street into three lanes 
instead. That’s just for the downtown core of Ukiah. There’s only one firm 
who submitted a bid so staffers are recommending they be hired.



Hazardous trees will be taken out of many areas of Northern Calif. ahead of 
the next wildfire season. The Bureau of Land Management proposing a plan 
to remove the trees on about 551,000 acres of BLM managed public land in 
central and northern California. The plan, up for public review, in the Hazard 
Removal and Vegetation Management Project Programmatic Environmental 
Assessment. The BLM says in the report there’s been a lot more dead and 
dying trees which now threaten public safety in high use areas. The Acting 
State Director for the BLM says their plan will help reduce wildfire risk by 
actively managing forests and woodland areas. After the initial removal of 
trees, there will be about 2,500 to 20,000 acres of treatment annually.

Some electric car charging stations could be headed to Ukiah. The Daily 
Journal reports there are nearly 240 residents in Mendocino County with 
electric cars and more than 400 with plug in hybrids. And more than 2,300 
county residents have hybrid gas vehicles with on-board batteries that can 
be charged too. So the Ukiah City Council will take up the matter for 
chargers thru a rebate program for homeowners and businesses. The 
rebates to offset the cost to buy and install the charging stations. If the 
council approves the idea, there would be $500 rebates for homeowners to 
put in stand-alone or wall-mounted 240-volt chargers, and businesses could 
get up to $4,000 in rebates for two-hose 240-volt chargers. The rebates 
could be available as soon as next month and could cover charging stations 
already installed this year.

The Lake County Sheriff’s going to be on hand at the next Western Region 
Town Hall to discuss crime, and a County Supervisor will also be there to 
discuss the proposed Dollar General store. Crime has been a topic on the 
mind of the Town Hall for several months but apparently the Dollar General 
store has been more of a priority for members. Sheriff Brian Martin to attend 
tomorrow’s meeting where members are encouraged to bring his attention 
to area burglaries or thefts. Several residents had complained about Upper 
Lake being hit with more crime lately. The Record Bee reports District 3 
Supervisor EJ Crandell will also be at the meeting, saying he plans to stand 
with his constituents against the Dollar General store.

A man from Lakeport charged in the stabbing death of his dad and the 
attempted murder of his mom still awaiting trial. Steven Michael Fredericks 
has been charged with two counts of murder, attempted murder, causing 
injury to an elder adult and assault with a deadly weapon. His preliminary 
hearing was supposed to happen last October, then it was moved to 
February 4th and that was continued. Witnesses say Fredericks is the one 
responsible for the stabbings last March, saying they saw him run into the 
woods right after. There’s the possibility he will plead not guilty by reason of 
insanity plea at the new date for his preliminary hearing, next Tuesday. He’s 
held until then on $1,275,000 bail.

A man from Lakeport has pleaded not guilty to possessing child child 
pornography. Daniel Sylva was arrested last month, cops saying he was in 
possession of child porn. They had been watching him since last summer. 
Cops gathering digital evidence from his home connecting him to 
possession of child pornography. He was later searched and admitted to 
possessing the porn. Officers arrested him last month after finding he had 
images of kids under 18 either having sex or simulating they were.
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A new metal protrusion from the Golden Gate Bridge to deter suicide. Four 
support beams are up so far for the suicide barrier. The work will be done 
over the next two years for the 380,000 square foot, $200 million dollar 
project. The chief engineer on the project calls it the largest suicide 
deterrent net installation in the world. It will be 20 feet under the top deck of 
each side of the bridge and will protrude 20 feet out. As many as 1,700 
people have killed themselves by jumping off the bridge since its 
construction in the late 1930’s. And apparently once every other day, 
another person considers jumping.

Could we be a state with no speed limit? Well, a state lawmaker’s looking to 
have some of the speed limits taken off highways. Senator John Moorlach of 
Orange County wants folks to be able to drive a shorter amount of time. His 
bill would require the Department of Transportation to build two more traffic 
lanes on both sides of I-5 and Highway 99 from Bakersfield to Stockton with 
no 65-mile-an-hour. He says it’s more realistic than a high-speed rail which 
is still years away from being built, plus he says it’s better for the 
environment too.

Four men from the Bay Area say it was their GPS’s fault for taking them to 
the wrong address in Kelseyville where a homeowner fired a handgun at the 
strangers. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office reports the homeowner Trevor 
McAfee reported he fired his gun at the four intruders who came to the 
home in a loud car, he says he told them to leave and they wouldn’t. He 
says that’s when he fired at the men who then pointed a revolver at him. 
Bullet holes found in the car, but cops didn’t find a firearm or any ammo 
inside the car. The sheriff’s office says as they were rolling up to the house 
there was a call to the department from someone saying their friend’s from 
Oakland got lost on their way to see him and were shot at after going to the 
wrong house. They say they had no gun on them, but showed him a phone 
as they were calling their friend. No charges were filed.

After a lawsuit was filed by the Governor and state Atty. General against the 
Trump administration, the administration says it’s terminating a nearly billion 
dollar federal grant for the California High-Speed Rail Authority. The letter 
from the Department of Transportation Tuesday also says the agency is 
working all legal angles to get back $2.5 billion in federal grant funds the 
state has already received. Governor Newsom says it’s in retaliation for the 
lawsuit against his National Emergency to pay for his border wall. The high-
speed rail was a project being pushed by the former Gov. Jerry Brown.

Two members of the Clearlake Planning Commission have been sworn in. 
Lisa Wilson and Nathalie Antus became official yesterday. Wilson is a local 
business owner and Antus has been a commissioner already. The former 
Planning Commissioners Dirk Slooten and Russ Cremer both left after they 
became Clearlake City Council members last year. The commission meets a 
couple times a month and is charged with oversight for land use and 
development applications.

A shooting reported in Clearlake. Lake Co News reports a gunshot victim 
walked into the Lake County Fire Protection District so an air ambulance 
was called. Apparently there were none because of the weather last Friday. 
The fire department drove the victim to a hospital and they were treated and 
released. The case is being investigated after the victim was uncooperative. 
Clearlake Police are asking anyone who may have any information to call.



A house fire in Nice has left a family homeless. It happened Monday night 
on Lakeview Dr. The double wide mobile found completely on fire when 
firefighters got to the scene. Firefighters took about an hour to get it under 
control. They’re investigating but say it probably started in the area where 
the water heater was held. Firefighters stayed on scene several hours for 
mop up. They say the home was probably 50% lost and the entire home had 
smoke damage inside and could not be lived in. The Red Cross taking care 
of the family of three and two cats.

A tow truck driver in Northern Calif. being called a hero after he helped a 
CHP officer injured in a knife attack. Christian Melendrez driving near his 
hometown of Williams Friday night on Interstate 5 and says he saw two 
bodies wrestling on the side of the highway by a CHP patrol car so he pulled 
over, got out of his truck, then started running toward them. He says it 
looked like CHP Officer Philip Martinson needed help, the officer saying he 
was stabbed by a woman in the back after he pulled her over for speeding. 
Melendrez reportedly got the officer’s handcuffs then cuffed the woman, id’d 
as 25-year-old Haile Neil of Martinez. The officer was taken to a hospital 
and released. And now Melendrez says he’s thinking about a possible 
career in law enforcement.

The case of a man who murdered an elderly couple in Davis will be on the 
CBS news program “48 Hours”. Daniel Marsh was a teen when he killed in 
April of 2013. He broke into 87 year old Oliver “Chip” Northup and his 76 
year old wife Claudia Maupin’s home. The couple stabbed to death and 
Maupin convicted at the age of 17 of the murders. He got 52 years to life in 
state prison, but since he was underage, he’ll be eligible for parole in about 
20 years. But after Prop. 57 was passed he was back in court to see if his 
case should be in juvenile court instead or stay in adult court for the original 
sentence. He’s been in therapy for about six months now. The 48 hours 
episode airs this Saturday night.

A dog missing in the Camp Fire has been returned to his family. It’s been 
more than 100 days since Kingston the Akita jumped out of his family’s truck 
as they ran away from the wildfire. He was reunited with his family from 
Paradise Monday. The family had posted flyers and contacted shelters and 
finally got a call last Sunday. The dog was taken to a local rescue group 
called Friends of Camp Fire Cats after a Facebook post. The dog apparently 
seen on surveillance cameras and a trap was set for the animal Saturday. 
His family says they think he survived by eating skunks, because he had 
hunted them before the fire and say he smelled like skunk when they picked 
him up.

A man last seen in Fort Bragg wanted by the Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Dept. Christopher Doty featured on the department’s warrant Wednesday 
Facebook post. He’s wanted for possession of a firearm by a felon, reckless 
driving and failing to appear, among other crimes on $75,000 bail. He’s 
described as a 38 year old white man, 5′ 11", 175 lbs with brown hair and 
green eyes. His picture on the department’s Facebook page.

A man from Ukiah found guilty of arson has been sent to prison for repeated 
violations of the terms of his supervised probation. The Mendocino County 
DA’s office reports Randall Lee Gensaw served a sentence for arson then 
almost immediately violated the terms of his probation in early January and 
was sent back to jail for a 45 day sentence. Then when he was released, he 
did it again, violating his probation about a week later, having a prohibited 
weapon, and a lighter, which he’s not allowed to have because of the arson 
conviction. The judge found he wasn’t following the rules of his probation so 
he was sent back to state prison for 48 months. The probation department 
even recommended 72 months.
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New research says a practice known as upzoning isn’t going to help as 
much as hoped in the area of more affordable housing. The study in Urban 
Affairs Review says these types of zoning changes in Chicago during a five-
year period actually meant there were higher prices on housing and there 
were no more housing developments in the affected areas. The study’s 
author, a doctoral candidate at MIT says there was “no evidence for short- 
or medium-term increases in housing-unit construction.” The Calif. Senate is 
looking at a similar idea called the More HOMES Act, to allow developers to 
go around some zoning restrictions to build multi-family housing in “transit-
rich” and “job-rich” areas.

A man from Lassen County arrested for killing several raptors is pleading 
not guilty. It’s thought to be one of the largest birds of prey poaching cases 
ever in Calif. 68 year old Richard Parker faces 86 misdemeanor counts: one 
each for the hawks, owls and other birds state game wardens say he shot 
on his property. Then there were bobcats killed without proper permits and 
keeping at least one mountain lion body. The Department of Fish and 
Wildlife reported finding out about the case by an anonymous tip in the 
man’s hometown of Standish which is located near the border of Nevada. 
Wardens went to the man’s home last March and say there were dead 
hawks, owls and other dead birds in piles, most were red-tailed hawks, and 
at least one owl and a ferruginous hawk which are pretty rare in Northern 
California. He faces six months in jail and a $5,000 fine per each count of 
one dead raptor and $10,000 for the dead cougar.

An elderly woman has a new job to keep her busy, junior ranger at the 
Grand Canyon National Park. 103 year old Rose Torphy says she was on a 
vacation at the 100 year old park and went into the park store and found out 
about their junior ranger program which teaches kids to protect the Canyon. 
Something she says her parents taught her, to care for land. The partial 
government shutdown was happening when Torphy was visiting, so store 
staff trained junior rangers to protect the land. Torphy says she’s happy to 
protect it for her great-children to visit one day. She has 18 great grandkids 
and 10 great-great grandchildren.

Not quite the windfall the state was expecting. California brought in just over 
$345 million in taxes from the sale of recreational marijuana, the first year of 
sales. The state was reportedly expecting one billion in yearly revenue after 
the regulated cannabis industry was up and running. But the Governor’s first 
budget is in line with the revenue. The amount the state made the first three 
quarters of last year, $61 million the first quarter to $80 million the second 
quarter and nearly $101 million the third quarter, and about $103 million the 
final quarter of the year. The first annual report of the State Cannabis 
Advisory Committee says there’s still a robust and unregulated underground 
market, which is partly to blame.

River Road near Geyserville inundated by water after heavy rain swelled the 
Russian River. The Press Democrat reports big boulders had to be brought 
in to protect the bank from eroding any more. River Road is the only way in 
and out of Alexander Valley for several hundred residents. As we reported a 
couple of weeks ago, the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors has 
authorized $250,000 in repairs to shore up the river bank. But they can’t 
start until the river recedes some. The county also still needs to get the 
green light from federal and state regulators.



California Assemblyman Jim Wood drafting a bill which could mean the state 
would be the first in the nation to stop pharmaceutical companies from 
delaying generic drug companies from releasing cheaper prescription 
medicines. Wood and the State Atty. General Xavier Becerra had a press 
conference yesterday to lay out the legislation for the public. If it’s approved, 
it would become illegal for drug companies to continue paying generic 
competitors to delay introducing less expensive meds that cut into their 
bottom name for their brand name drugs. Becerra says right now some 
patients pay as much as 5,000 percent more for some drugs.

Sonoma County waterways swollen from recent storms have led to the 
death of three homeless men. The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office reports 
one found Monday in Guerneville was 30-year-old Alex Colmar. There was 
another body found the same day in Healdsburg, but his name was withheld 
until family members were notified. And the third was last month, 46 year old 
Christopher Blades, who was found in Santa Rosa Creek. The Catholic 
Charities of Santa Rosa which has a homeless shelter says sometimes the 
homeless take shelter near creeks. Right now there are as many as 2,000 
people without shelter in the county.

The City Manager in Clearlake is leaving for Suisun City. The Suisun City 
Council has reportedly offered the City Manager job to Greg Folsom. Folsom 
tells Lake Co News the city is similar to Clearlake but more organized with 
similar issues, and adds, he thinks his background would be beneficial to 
helping with their issues. The Clearlake Mayor tells the news site, they’re 
sorry to see him go, and that he brought City Hall staff into a more cohesive 
unit and that Folsom was a big help in getting the Measure V road tax. 
Apparently Suisun City had been searching for a new city manager for more 
than a year.

4 people in Covelo have been arrested on several charges after reports of a 
burglary in progress and shots fired. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office 
reports hearing from Round Valley Tribal Police Tuesday that they 
responded after hearing gun shots and found a man walking down a street 
with an assault rifle. They say they detained Lee Joaquin, then saw another 
man, Felix Swearinger, leaving the area with Ambrose Fallis in the car with 
him. The two men were eventually stopped in separate vehicles along with a 
woman, Sally Arellano. Arellano had meth on her, Swearinger was found to 
be on community supervision, and a 9mm stolen handgun was found in their 
car. Fallis was arrested by Tribal Police with drug paraphernalia. All four 
arrested for various crimes including, first degree burglary, shooting at 
inhabited dwelling, armed with a firearm during commission of felony and 
violation of probation.

Congressman Jared Huffman in Ukiah, packing a town hall to talk about the 
Potter Valley Project and the removal of the dam. The project had been up 
for sale, then PG&E filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy and took it off the 
market. Huffman says having a Two-Basin Solution may be a good idea, 
where operators have a license for the Eel River and the Russian River 
watersheds. During his visit, State Assemblyman Jim Wood let the crowd 
know it was Huffman’s birthday, so they serenaded him.

A Willits resident ends up in the hospital after a homemade cannon 
explodes as they’re trying to load it. Willits Police report getting a call 
Tuesday night to an apartment building. The resident, who has not been 
identified, and we don’t know if it was a man or woman, had major injuries. 
The apartments in the area were evacuated. No word if there was any 
damage to any apartments.
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A big rig crashes with a pickup truck and they go into a utility pole so 
Highway 20 at Blue Lakes closes. The California Highway Patrol reports the 
crash yesterday afternoon with the semi hitting a tree, then the pickup into 
the power pole. There was one person airlifted to a hospital. CHP reports a 
resident of Ukiah headed east on Hwy. 20 stopped at Blue Lakes at 2:20 
p.m., then by 4 p.m. turned back after all traffic started to be turned around. 
The road was expected to be closed overnight too with all westbound traffic 
stopped at the roundabout where Hwy. 20 and Hwy. 29 meet, and 
eastbound traffic being stopped at Potter Valley Road.

The Dollar General Store in Lakeport will be able to sell liquor… at least as 
far as the City Council goes. The city council approved the liquor license for 
beer and wine sales. The store opened on Main Street last month, the third 
Dollar General in Lake County. The Lakeport Police Chief recommended the 
liquor license be approved. Chief Rasmussen explained the type of license 
the company was going for and says there are several factors the Alcohol 
Beverage Control considers before granting a license including crime in the 
district and said they can grant a license if the City Council finds public 
convenience or necessity. He says based on his agency’s calls for service, 
he didn’t feel the liquor license would mean increased crime. There should 
be a resolution to formally approve the license at the next city council 
meeting.

Because of improved water supply in the state, the Department of Water 
Resources has increased State Water Project allocations for 2019. So those 
requesting it will get 35 percent of their requests for the calendar year, that’s 
up from 15 percent allocation south of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. 
Each month the allocations are considered again based on the state 
snowpack and runoff information which is usually finalized by May. 
Clearlake is part of the Sacramento River Watershed.

A big affordable housing project has been approved by the Fort Bragg 
Planning Commission. The commission unanimously approved permits for 
the project last week that will feature nearly 70 apartments on vacant land 
south of the Mendocino Coast District Hospital. The developer had been 
looking to put in 44 units then revised the application for 68 units instead. 
Plus they’re looking to put them up within two years. Twenty of the units are 
cottages of about 600 to 800 square feet. There will also be a big main 
building, a full-sized basketball court and a manager’s unit. Then about 25 
units will be single-story affordable senior residential cottages, with another 
main building and the rest to be two-story workforce/family duplexes and a 
small basketball court and parking.

A vacant gas station in Fort Bragg that’s non conforming may be able to go 
back into business. The gas station and car repair shop on Main St. closed 
in 2017 and had been legal non-conforming use since about 2001. That 
zoning until the development code changed. But now the Planning 
Commission is deciding if the gas station can hold on to its non-conforming 
status and reopen or take the whole thing down for possible future 
development. There’s apparently interest in the space already, but for 
biofuels and alternative fuels. No word if there’s interest from the city.

After the Lake County Sheriff said there was a rise in crime and he needed 
to beef up his department, a town hall was called where county officials 
considered ways to pay for it, including possible tax measures for law 
enforcement. It’s after several burglaries and thefts in the Northshore region. 
Lake County Sheriff Brian Martin says the crime has leveled off for the time 
being. Possible tax measures could be voted on to help pay for more 
staffers in the agency. Sheriff Martin says he thinks an earmarked tax would 
get a good response instead of something like a general tax which has 
failed in the past.



There are more homeless people in Humboldt County. The Point in Time 
Survey found more than 1,470 people unsheltered in the County in their 
Jan. 23rd count of those experiencing homelessness. The survey showed 
the most were in Eureka, then Arcata-Manila, and the Garberville-Redway-
Benbow area and McKinleyville. Several volunteers fanned out to help with 
the count that happens all across the country in January to meet the 
requirements of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
The numbers help the state set aside money for counties to address 
homelessness and housing.

The Konocti Unified School Board has met to talk more about what they 
want to see in a new superintendent. The trustees got together Wednesday 
and jotted down the kinds of traits they want to see in the new 
superintendent as they start recruitment after Superintendent Donna Becnel 
announced her retirement. The five-member board had a meeting with the 
consultants helping with recruitment before the workshop. The consultants 
will have meetings with district staff and community members to aide in the 
search. They’re also setting deadlines for advertising the job announcement 
with interviews starting as soon as April. Becnel is leaving at the end of this 
school year in June.

One person is dead after a crash east of Clearlake Oaks. The crash 
yesterday morning on Highway 20, west of Walker Ridge Road. The 
California Highway Patrol reports a white van in a ditch, they’re investigating 
to see if there was another car involved. One man alone in the white van 
died, his name has not been released.

The man accused of setting the Clayton fire and several others is finally 
getting a hearing. Damin Pashilk is charged with more than 20 crimes 
including arson for the 2016 fire and others over a year’s time between July 
of 2015 and August of 2016. Some Cal Fire employees took the stand 
yesterday. They testified they had been surveilling Pashilk and while 
watching him one fire started near Middletown. He’s accused of setting 
multiple fires all over the county, they collected evidence and turned it over 
to investigators. Testimony in the case continues today.

Lake County’s getting ahead of mosquito season, with aerial spraying. Lake 
County Vector Control District treating marshlands across from the lake 
between Clear Lake State Park and Lakeport, parts of Anderson Marsh 
State Park, a small area east of the Keys, and a small area near Bridge 
Arbor South in North Lakeport. They’ll conduct spraying in daytime hours 
starting next Wednesday, continuing thru Friday, depending on lake level 
and the weather. They say they’re doing it now because their winter 
mosquito surveillance program found a lot of mosquito larvae in the 
marshlands after flooding and the lake rising due to heavy rain.

The name of another person who died in the Camp Fire has been released. 
The Butte County Sheriff’s Office says 93 year old Dorothy Lee-Herrera of 
Paradise was positively id’d. There are still 85 people who died, the number 
didn’t change. 74 of them have been positively identified so far. There are 
still two people unaccounted for.

State lawmakers are deciding if they should put video cameras in school 
buses and child care cars or vans. It’s to cut down on bullying on school 
buses and to keep tabs on drivers who don’t stop for school buses. The bill 
would require all school buses, school pupil activity buses, youth buses, and 
child care cars to have internal video systems. Assemblyman Mike Gipson’s 
bill after similar laws in several states to get a handle on bullying and 
vandalism. The bill introduced yesterday also requires school buses to get 
stop signal arms with an external video systems too to record drivers who 
don’t stop when a school bus is stopped.
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We could be in for another massive rain storm. Forecasters predicting a 
potential “atmospheric river” to slam Northern California early next week. 
Three to six inches of rain expected Monday to Wednesday. The National 
Weather Service in Sacramento says the storm similar to one in Lake 
County last week, but weaker. Forecasters say weather models could 
change though. Lake County Water Resources Dept. says they’re preparing 
for the worst just in case. No predictions of floods so far, but it’s still a half a 
week away. The atmospheric river looking to hit sometime Monday night. 
When the last one hit there was up to 3 inches of rain in some areas and 
about 8 feet of snow in some places too.

After filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy, PG&E says it’s possible they could 
break up their electricity and gas systems, and that could mean higher 
monthly bills. The largest utility in the country formally filing for protection 
after being blamed for several wildfires in 2017 and potentially a couple last 
year, including the deadliest and most destructive in state history, the Camp 
Fire. It also comes after the San Bruno explosion in 2010 that killed eight 
people. The breakup of electricity and gas noted in the utility’s latest filing 
regarding the PUC investigation.

Affordable housing apartments for seniors in Ukiah could be in the works 
soon as the city’s received more than $5 million in state funding. The Daily 
Journal reports the Community Development Director telling the Planning 
Commission about the grant, saying maybe it’ll give developers a push to 
start some new projects. There’s already been a 31 unit apartment complex 
approved at the corner of West Gobbi and South Oak streets on a vacant lot 
behind Rite-Aid. The project was planned as a three story building with 30 
affordable senior apartments and one manager’s unit.

Another atmospheric river’s expected in Northern Calif. The National 
Weather Service warning of possible flash floods in Lake County. A flash 
flood watch has been put into effect from 4 p.m. today to 8 a.m. Thursday. 
The atmospheric river could raise river, creek and lake levels so there’s a 
greater chance of flash flooding because of continued heavy rain, especially 
in burn scar areas. Moderate to heavy rain expected today with about a half 
foot expected in some areas, with much of that landing today with gusty 
winds of up to 25 mph. There should be a reprieve at the end of the week, 
but then more rain’s expected next weekend.

The Gov. Gavin Newsom says he’s signing a bill to add $31 million from 
next year’s state budget to pay the state back for property tax revenues the 
state didn’t get because of wildfires in Lake and Butte counties. Nearly $4 
million is going to Lake County since it also lost tax money after several fires 
between 2015 and 2018, including the Valley, Clayton, Sulphur and 
Mendocino Complex fires. The Lake County Administrative Officer has said 
the county is in a fiscal crisis. The Record Bee newspaper reports the officer 
saying the money coming from the state will be helpful but is not enough to 
completely fix the crisis. And moving forward Lake County will have to send 
the state invoices for payments that they will consider on a yearly basis. The 
state finance dept. says the property taxes help finance schools, the state is 
helping. As they have in the past. The announcement made by the 
Governor when he recently visited the Camp Fire burn area.



Speaking of wildfires, PG&E says it can’t follow all of the new state rules to 
reduce wildfire risks. In a court filing last Friday, the utility said there were as 
many as 100 million trees in northern and central California that may touch 
their overhead lines. And because of the massive amount, it might be 
difficult to comply. The statement after the judge overseeing it’s criminal 
case from the San Bruno explosion told them they had to clear trees near 
their utility lines. The filing at the same time the utility has also filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy, where they listed more than $51 and a half billion in 
debt.

The Lake County Chamber of Commerce is supporting two main projects 
this year, broadband across the county and the facelift for the Lampson 
Field Airport. They’re supporting county wide broadband that’s both reliable 
and affordable saying it would be a major shift to service residents and 
visitors, businesses and local governments. For Lampson Field Airport, 
some of the fixes include a new pilots’ lounge for visiting pilots. Right now 
they have to use a portable toilet and wait outside for ground transport. The 
Chamber president says they want to support these projects to help 
transform the region, create business opportunities, improve quality of life 
and build a foundation for the future.

Hundreds of 911 calls the day of the Camp Fire are being made public. The 
dispatch calls from the Paradise Police and Fire departments, the Butte 
County Sheriff’s Office and Cal Fire from residents running from their 
homes. Cal Fire has released two hours of calls they got, they have 
hundreds more to be released later. You can hear calls from residents 
wondering if they should leave, calls from dispatchers to the Sheriff to see if 
evacuations should be ordered. And the Chico Fire Department reporting 
they’re getting a ton of 911 calls reporting smoke visible. The calls can be 
heard online: tinyurl.com/campfire911.

In the wake of its Chapter 11 Bankruptcy, PG&E announces $130 million in 
bonus money to thousands of their employees is not happening after all. 
The cancellations after criticism against the utility as fire victims had lost 
homes and even family members. PG&E is looking at a possible $30 billion 
in liabilities owed to fire victims and as much as $60 billion dollars alone 
from lawsuits due to the Camp Fire in Butte County last year. There’s been 
no cause of the Camp Fire officially yet, but it’s believed a PG&E 
transmission line near the ignition point may have sparked the fire last year. 
The fire killed 86 people and completely burned the town of Paradise.

A proposal for kids in High School to learn about finances before they can 
graduate. Students have to take economics, but now a bill in the Assembly 
would require they learn the fundamentals of banking for personal use, the 
principles of budgeting and personal finance, employment and factors that 
affect net income and the uses and effects of credit.

California is considering a program for organic ingredients to be in all school 
lunches. A bill in the State Assembly, the California Organic-to-School Pilot 
Program would be managed through the Secretary of Food and 
Agriculture’s Office of Farm to Fork. Schools could get grants to purchase 
certified organic food from the state. In order for school districts to qualify, 
they’d have to participate in the federal National School Lunch Program or 
federal School Breakfast Program.

http://tinyurl.com/campfire911
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The Polar Plunge held in Ukiah by the Special Olympics of Northern 
California. The yearly event to raise money for the Special Olympics. It was 
held Saturday at Testa Vineyards. Those who choose to take the freezing 
dive into the water raise at least $125, then enjoy a barbecue and 
participate in an awards ceremony for best costume and most money 
raised, among other prizes. There are other Polar Plunges in the late winter 
months in California in Sonoma County, Fresno, Lake County, San 
Francisco and Santa Cruz. The local chapter raising between $5,000 to 
$7,000 a year for year-round sports programs for the Special Olympics.

The Mendocino County Coast Animal Shelter which had closed during the 
recession almost a decade ago, has reopened. There was a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony Feb. 16th hosted by the county’s animal shelter manager with 
many volunteers on hand. The shelter will operate at the same time the 
Humane Society has a shelter too. The Humane Society though has many 
services including animal adoptions and medical treatments for pets. The 
county shelter will not have spaying or neutering but may occasionally have 
the county’s mobile Care-A-Van out for those services and vaccinations.

A young woman from Nevada has been arrested in Mendocino County for a 
domestic disturbance. Deputies get a call to Little River last Friday and say 
21 year old Sonya Savoy was in a romantic relationship with a man and 
visiting the area, when they had an argument that led to her biting his nose. 
Deputies say the man did have a visible injury consistent with the reported 
assault, so Savoy was arrested for felony domestic violence battery and 
held on $25,000.00 bail.

A stolen car found on fire in Fort Bragg and a man arrested in connection to 
the stolen car. Police say they got a call early Sunday morning to an area 
where the stolen white Chevy Silverado crashed into a rock that was being 
used as a barrier between a parking lot and pedestrian walkway. Clothing 
was found in the Chevy which police connected to Nicholas Scarberry who 
they found on Main Street. Cops say the guy was seen looking into the 
windows of other cars and looked like he was in a car crash, so they 
arrested him for vehicle theft, and hit and run, but because he had visible 
injuries, he was taken to a hospital where they did field sobriety tests. He 
was then further charged with DUI. 

A flood warning in effect now for low-lying areas of the Ukiah Valley. 
Pictures online show Oak Manor area under water with river projections 
sometime about now to 9 am tomorrow morning. There’s also the possibility 
of mudslides, falling trees or limbs, and the potential for power outages. 
Warnings to remember not to try to cross flooded roads and if you see 
unsafe conditions, like downed power lines or blocked roadways, to call 9-1-
1 immediately. And further noting not to touch trees as they can have power 
and/or communication lines attached to them. The City is monitoring the 
storm and is sending out Nixle alerts which you can sign up for at the police 
dept. website or visit the city’s Facebook page. Sandbags are available to 
residents at Friedman’s Home Improvement for free.

Thunderstorms are possible in Lake county. And the Lake is expected to hit 
8.0 feet Rumsey today and even 9 feet Rumsey tomorrow into Thursday 
morning. 9 feet is flood stage. There’s a mandatory 5 mph boating speed 
limit on the Lake as it hits 8.0 Rumsey. It also means boaters have to 
operate motor boats within a quarter mile or less of the shoreline to maintain 
idle speed. This is from an ordinance approved by the Board of Supervisors 
during the 2017 flood so there’s minimal wake damage to lakeshore 
properties and make sure boaters are safe. For more information about 
flood conditions and the boating speed limit, you can call the Water 
Resources Department at (707) 263-2344, the Sheriff’s Department at (707) 
262-4200, or visit the Flood Info feature at https://www.lakecountyca.gov/

https://www.lakecountyca.gov/
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Since the heavy rain is not supposed to stop for a day or two more, major 
flooding’s expected along the Russian River tomorrow. Sonoma County 
officials telling folks who live in the low river area to evacuate. There was as ‑
much as ten inches of rain that fell in the area in the last 24 hours, with more 
continuing. Entire communities could be cut off as the ground is totally 
saturated. The River in Guerneville is expected to get to nearly 46 feet late 
tomorrow night. That means parts of Rio Nido and Monte Rio and several 
other areas will be under water. It could be a serious flood higher than the 
historic 1997 flood. The river is predicted to top its banks within the hour. 
Sonoma County officials have opened the emergency operations center and 
are monitoring the situation for possible mandatory evacuation notices. 
There are no mandatory evacuations so far, but some residents are being 
alerted to rising water levels.

It could be years before a second road is added to the Brooktrails 
community. But a grant’s being applied for to help Sherwood Corridor 
residents look for ways to be safer in wildfires and earthquakes. The 
Sherwood Firewise Communities Interim Emergency Preparation 
Coordinator says it’s a long term goal for a second road, but far off. But now 
they’re focusing instead for an emergency evacuation exit along a route 
from north of the airport down to Highway 101 north of Willits. They’re also 
looking at a modern phone communication network, utilizing Google maps 
to quickly be in touch with residents. They’re also working with residents so 
they have personal evacuation plans for home, school, business and family 
members. They also want residents to get involved in hazard reduction and 
other important fire wise work. They’re also making standing address signs 
available in the community. For more information about SFC, find them on 
Facebook or visit sherwoodfirewise.org.

Evacuation warning because of flooding along the Russian River in the 
greater Ukiah Valley and Hopland. The Sheriff issued the warning last night. 
The Sheriff’s office, Office of Emergency Services, City of Ukiah, Hopland 
Fire, Ukiah Valley Fire, Cal Fire, Coastal Valley EMS, and the National 
Weather Service are all monitoring the storm passing thru the area. Another 
round of heavy rain is expected this morning. Besides totally saturating the 
ground, the river is expected to flood low lying areas and crest overnight. 
But it should recede late this morning. The areas expecting to be flooded 
are near Perkins Street, Oak Manor Drive, and Babcock Lane in Ukiah and 
Talmage Road in Talmage, and Old River Road and Highway 175 in 
Hopland. There’s also a warning the 101 in Hopland may have to be closed. 
The Sheriff also issued an evacuation warning for Navarro River Road, in 
Elk, because of flooding along the Navarro River. But that flooding should 
recede by early this afternoon.

There are two shelters open for flooding evacuees, one at the Veterans 
Memorial Building in Ukiah, and the other at the County Office of Education 
on Old River Road. Ukiah Unified has closed schools today too.

A special election’s being held by the Lakeport Fire Protection District to try 
to get a new parcel tax passed to bring in more money for district 
operations. The mail only election for Measure M May 7th. The ballot will 
ask voters to approve the parcel tax continuing for fire and emergency 
medical services which is calculated to bring in almost 1 and a quarter 
million a year. The ballot statement says, if the measure passes, it will pay 
for faster response times and increase fire protection/emergency medical 
services with more staffers, and get new equipment. It requires a two-thirds 
majority vote to pass.

http://sherwoodfirewise.org/


A young man from Kelseyville killed in a car accident on Highway 101 on 
Monday afternoon is being identified. 22 year old Luis Enrique Gonzalez 
Recinos was killed in the crash. He was in a 2013 Mercedes headed north 
on the 101 near mile post marker 7.46 when he reportedly spun out of 
control. The California Highway Patrol’s Ukiah Area office reports the 
Mercedes spun into the path of a 2001 Toyota driven by 21-year-old James 
Wakefield Jr. of Redwood Valley, he had minor injuries. Gonzalez Recinos 
died at the scene.

The State Assembly considering Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry’s 
legislation to demand the U-S Congress pass a Background Checks Act. 
The Act is being considered by the US House with Congressman Mike 
Thompson’s backing. H.R. 8 requires uniform and universal background 
checks on all gun purchases and transfers. So unlicensed gun retailers have 
to do background checks on gun buyers and transferees and they’ll have to 
use licensed dealers to sell and transfer firearms. There’s currently a 
loophole allowing unlicensed firearm dealers to sell at gun shows, online, 
and face to face with no background checks at all.

An audit of the immigration detention facilities in Calif. has been released by 
the State Attorney General Xavier Becerra. This comes as part of a law 
passed in 2017 requiring the department to report on the conditions of 
confinement; standard of care and due process for detainees; and tell how 
and why they were detained and transferred to facilities. The report says 
there were lengthy detentions in cells without breaks, language barriers that 
compromised medical and legal confidentiality; challenges getting medical 
and mental health care, problems with detainees talking to their families, 
and barriers to legal representation. Detainees in Calif, held more than 50 
days on average, and the longest was more than four years.

Water continues rising after the Atmospheric River hit Northern Calif. It hung 
over Sonoma County, dumping continuous rain. Residents in Guerneville 
told to be ready for the worst flooding in twenty years. Nearly 4,000 people 
have been ordered to evacuate by the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office from 
Guerneville, Monte Rio and Duncans Mills where the river spills into the 
Ocean. The Russian River was forecast to hit its highest level since 1997 
when it hit 45 feet. It was supposed to get to just over 46 feet late last night. 
The record back on Valentine’s Day in 1986, when the river covered 
Guerneville at 49.5 feet. The Sheriff’s office says it will be a few days until 
the water recedes so they warn all residents to leave. The wind and rain are 
expected to die down today, but scattered showers are expected to continue 
thru tomorrow, then another storm is expected this weekend and yet another 
storm next Tuesday. Officials also warning there could be land or mudslides 
in burn areas from the October 2017 wildfires.

A young man from Northern Calif. is going to prison for several years after 
he pleaded guilty for supporting ISIS. 23-year-old Amer Alhaggagi admitted 
he created Twitter, Facebook and Gmail accounts so people believed to be 
ISIS supporters online in chat rooms thought he was the same. He was also 
secretly recorded plotting with undercover agents to blow up courthouses, 
landmarks and tourist attractions in the San Francisco Bay Area. His lawyer 
calling him an unemployed, pot-smoking internet “troll” just looking to 
provoke and annoy with violent, anti-American claims.



More than 200 flights had to be cancelled at San Francisco International 
because of high winds yesterday, and reports of two people having to be 
rescued from a big mudslide near Monte Rio in Sonoma County. There were 
reports of crashes all over the place because of slick roads, a tow truck 
driver killed when a Chevy Silverado lost control and hit a Prius the tow truck 
driver was trying to maneuver. A ton of snow has also fallen in the Sierras, 
with a winter storm warning which includes Lake Tahoe, until 6 a.m. 
tomorrow. Warnings of periods of white-out conditions especially in higher 
elevations for yesterday and today. The National Weather Service warning 
people not to drive if they can because they could be stuck in their car for 
hours. Interstate 80, which is the main highway over the Sierra was closed 
yesterday. The Sierra Nevada statewide snow pack was already at 144 
percent of its historical average before this latest hit.

An arrest warrant issued for a man seen on surveillance video in New York 
stealing loads of shampoo. The man at stores in Niagara Falls swiping 
shampoo left and right, nearly $300 worth one day, and another $170 the 
next. Police say he stole another $240 or so earlier. Cops also say he’s 
taking his hair cleaning supplies to a pizzeria, then reselling it out of the 
restaurant. They’ve dubbed him the “shampoo bandit”.

A snowplow bumps into a car covered in snow with a woman inside who 
police say they think was living in her car in South Lake Tahoe. A city 
spokesperson says it happened Feb. 17th and reminds that certain areas 
should not be parked in because of winter weather and adds it slows snow 
removal. The plow driver hit the car, which popped the car’s trunk and when 
the driver went to shovel around the car to tow it, the woman put a hand on 
the window. They say she wasn’t trying to get out and wasn’t making any 
noise. She was not cited for parking there and her name’s not released. She 
also said no to getting medical attention, left the car, which was reportedly 
towed. Her car battery was dead at the time.

A man in Garberville’s found guilty of voluntary manslaughter in the death of 
another man for a 2015 altercation. William Lamar Hinson III was accused 
of attacking Khanh Lam after an argument while Lam was looking for his lost 
dog. Court papers say Hinson and others chased Lam down an alley and 
Hinson hit him over the head with a board, fracturing his skull. Hinson faces 
up to 11 years in prison for the voluntary manslaughter conviction and 
another year for personal use of a deadly weapon. He will be sentenced in 
April.

Clear Lake hits flood stage and parts of two state highways, several roads 
and Library Park in Lakeport flooded. Lake Co News reports as of 1pm this 
afternoon Clear Lake was  at 9.28 feet Rumsey, flood state is 9 feet 
Rumsey. The news site reports the lake flooding along with other local water 
bodies ended up flooding Highway 20 near Witter Springs, so it was closed 
at the junction with Highway 29 in Upper Lake out to Highway 20 at Potter 
Valley Road in Mendocino County. As we reported earlier today residents 
living on the shore or near Clear Lake were advised to be prepared for 
flooding. Several more inches of rain expected thru Saturday. The news site 
also reports the new rain forecast is on top of rain the last three days that 
was about 5 inches near Lakeport, 10 inches near Bartlett Springs and 
estimates of nearly 15 inches in parts of Cobb.

The Governor has issued an emergency proclamation for rains recently 
causing flooding, mudslides, erosion, power outages, and damage to critical 
infrastructure. The proclamation for several counties including Los Angeles, 
Marin, Mendocino, Santa Barbara, Shasta, Tehama, Ventura, and Yolo. It 
tells Caltrans to formally request help immediately thru the Federal Highway 
Administration’s Emergency Relief Program and directs the Office of 
Emergency Services to provide assistance to local governments.
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Guerneville and Monte Rio became something of an island after heavy rains 
ran off the Russian River. Access cut off as the river had swollen early 
today. The Press Democrat reports there were more than 50 spots along 
county roads and highway 37 flooded. Reports of trees down, cars stuck in 
flooding and roads blocked by water. School systems closed down across 
Sonoma County and no access for mail carriers to deliver mail to several 
neighborhoods. First responders were out in the river area in boats and 
there were also reports of high water military trucks for deep water rescues.‑
Residents who live on or close to Clear Lake are being warned to get ready 
for rising water. The California Nevada River Forecast Center says there’s 
3.5 inches of rain for the Clear Lake watershed due through Saturday. And 
the lake is predicted to reach flood stage of 9.0 Rumsey with levels reaching 
9.8 Rumsey late tomorrow night. The north shore of the lake is predicted to 
be getting some wave action due to strong southerly wind gusts. The high 
lake levels are expected for a prolonged period. And there’s a warning too 
that a lot of debris has washed into the lake. Trees, docks and appliances 
have been seen floating on the surface. A warning for boaters to use 
caution and be aware that a mandatory idle speed limit is in effect when 
boating within one quarter mile of the shoreline.

The Lake County Sheriff, who also serves as the Director of Emergency 
Services issuing a local emergency declaration after massive damage from 
the atmospheric river. Sheriff Brian Martin declared the local emergency 
after reports of flooded homes, landslides, downed utility lines and trees. So 
the county can also get help from the state and perform certain duties to 
protect lives and property. The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
gets the emergency declaration as the County responds to another natural 
disaster and prepares for more rain forecast to slam Northern Calif. this 
weekend and next week.

A large boat at Noyo Beach suddenly drifts out to sea from the harbor. 
Onlookers report the Trek II, a popular fishing and whale watching charter 
boat broke loose after it was just remodeled. It happened during flooding of 
the Noyo River which crested at just over 25 feet yesterday morning, flood 
stage is about 27 feet. The Coast Guard reports they were getting reports of 
a 55-foot charter vessel without a captain moving down the Noyo toward the 
ocean. They sent two 47-foot life boats out to help. The Trek II headed back 
on its own to Soldier Point Park. The Coast Guard reminding to inspect 
vessel moorings when there are high flood warnings and fast moving 
currents on all rivers in Mendocino, Humboldt and Del Norte counties.

Evacuations from boats in Forestville. Five rescue firefighters with 
Forestville working nonstop during the flood event in wet suits and life 
jackets with glow sticks to mark powerlines swinging too low over the very 
swollen Russian River hear people who needed help. The two apparently 
didn’t want to leave their home on River Drive which was inundated. That 
was after 2 days straight of rescuing or warning folks to leave. Forestville 
Fire Protection District reports as many as 30 emergency evacuations and 
responding to another 20 reports of hazardous conditions like mudslides 
and fallen power lines or medical emergencies. Reports of trees crashing 
into homes along the river. Two firefighters were helping people leave their 
homes, in a flat-bottom boat, another two in an inflatable raft and another on 
a jet ski.



Plans about six years ago for PG&E to put in new transmission equipment 
around the area where the Camp Fire broke out. Filings with the Public 
Utilities Commission show the complex of equipment unofficially linked to 
the ignition point of the fire in Butte County last November 2018. The 
equipment runs along Butte, Yuba and Sutter counties, known as the 
Caribou-Palermo line. It comes after the utility company was blamed for a 
deadly gas explosion in 2010 for which its charged with crimes, and for 
several fires in October 2017 which also killed several people. Towers that 
had been knocked over in a winter storm were supposed to be replaced in 
the fall of 2013, but in 2016 they still needed to do the repairs there and on 
several other aging facilities over 59.5 miles. PG&E reported power failures 
on the Caribou-Palermo line the day the Camp Fire broke out.

Untreated sewage spills reported across Humboldt County after heavy rain 
and ahead of the Perilous Plunge. The executive director of the Redwood 
Discovery Museum says she’s considering the spill ahead of the yearly 
Eureka event where participants where costumes and dive into the bay as a 
fundraiser for the museum. There’s been several reports of sewage spills in 
the cities of Eureka, Fortuna, Rio Dell, Ferndale and the Humboldt 
Community Services District from between 1,000 to nearly 14,000 gallons. 
Altogether, as much as 30,000 gallons of overflowing sewage was 
reportedly flowing towards the ocean.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports levels on the Russian and 
Navarro Rivers were receding. The rivers peaked yesterday morning but 
were expected to continue dropping. The Russian River was supposed to hit 
below flood stage by yesterday afternoon after swelling and inundating 
entire communities. Areas of Hopland still flooded and folks were being 
rescued out of Guerneville. The Sheriff’s Office also reported the Navarro 
River hit just over 37 feet but was dropping mid-day yesterday. It didn’t get 
near the record of 40.6 feet. The Garcia River flooded at Highway 1 north of 
Point Arena, also yesterday morning, so it was closed with Caltrans 
monitoring the flooding. Several people stayed in shelters and hotels and 
the Mendocino County Office of Emergency Services reports the Board of 
Supervisors proclaimed a local emergency at their Tuesday morning 
meeting.

Visit http://quickmap.dot.ca.gov/ for updated highway information on road 
closures.

The Board of Supervisors votes yes for a temporary moratorium for growing 
genetically modified organisms of GMO’s as well as industrial hemp in 
unincorporated areas of Mendocino County. It’s just until county staff can 
study possible cultivation regulations. The moratorium in place for a month 
and a half, but it can be extended with notice and a public hearing. So it 
means there won’t be any permit, registration or approval for GMO’s or 
Hemp during that 45 days. Then staff will head back to the Board in April 
after the Department of Planning and Building Services and the Department 
of Agriculture consider changes and refinements to the county’s General 
Plan on GMOs and the establishment of regulations for hemp cultivation.

Possible changes to the way Lake County does business with marijuana 
farmers. The Board of Supervisors considering changes to the commercial 
cannabis cultivation code. Lake Co News reports that could open up more 
business with several new permit applicants that have been blocked by an 
ordinance-imposed deadline for growers to be enrolled in a water quality 
protection program, or “water board”. The news site says an April 19th, 2018 
deadline was used to limit how many applicants were considered. Those 
against the deadline say it’s stopping potential business for the County. 
There are more than 100 applicants reportedly in a holding pattern. The 
board will take up the matter again in April.

http://quickmap.dot.ca.gov/


A trailer totally demolished at Wildwood Campground in Fort Bragg by a 
falling tree due to flooding and a resident escapes thru a hole with the help 
of neighbors. The man went to a hospital but was released, his name has 
not been released. Neighbors reportedly heard crackling noises and looked 
out and saw the trailer buried under the tree which had uprooted due to 
saturated soil. The neighbors ran to help the man and guided him out the 
hole that was ripped open in the trailer in the storm. Apparently the man was 
in the kitchen when the tree fell on his living room where he sat just before 
the crash.

A woman had to be rescued after falling off a cliff at Glass Beach. The fall 
Monday morning. Rescuers from the Fort Bragg Fire Department out with an 
ambulance, along the Fort Bragg Police Department and State Parks. When 
they got there, rescuers couldn’t see the woman right away in the rainy 
weather, also low visibility. She was found about 20 minutes later. They 
carried her back up the path where there used to be stairs. She was 
apparently collecting rocks and lost her footing.

A town known for its rain measurements, gets a massive dump of rain. The 
North Bay town of Venado, got nearly 21 inches in 48 hours during the latest 
“atmospheric river” storm. The area in Sonoma County, just west of 
Healdsburg. The rainfall total from Monday to Wednesday, a lot more than 
the nearly 15 inches San Jose gets an entire year. The National Weather 
Service reports San Francisco, on the other hand, only got an inch. The 
atmospheric river hung over Sonoma County, flooding the Russian River. 
Reported to be the worst flooding in 24 years. There were lingering showers 
after the massive rainfall yesterday, and more rain is expected this weekend 
and next week.

Flood levels continuing dropping in Mendocino County. The Russian River 
was no longer at flood level this morning and dropped below flood monitor 
stage. The Navarro River was recorded early this morning at Minor Flood 
stage but was expected to drop totally out of flood stage hours later. And the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office lifted evacuation warnings for both the 
Russian and Navarro Rivers and the evacuation shelters are closed. 
Highway 1 at the Garcia River was flooded yesterday, but live camera shots 
of the area looked totally clear.

Reports of several people trapped on a tractor on the Eel River as the river 
swelled in the rain storm the last couple of days. It was reported last night 
about 7:45 p.m. that a group of berry workers were caught up in the rushing 
river. An officer went to help, but apparently couldn’t reach the tractor. But 
since the river was flooding, the emergency responders had to go around 
near Rio Dell and go out to Ferndale, this according to dispatcher reports 
caught by reporter Kym Kemp. The Coast Guard also went to the scene with 
a chopper in the Port Kenyon area. The chopper left after not locating the 
group, but as they were returning the dispatcher reports the group of four 
children and two adults were rescued. One man was still reportedly missing 
though.

A man charged with setting the Clayton Fire in Lake County continuing in 
court for his lengthy preliminary hearing. Damin Pashilk of Clearlake is 
charged with the Clayton Fire arson and 15 others between July of 2015 
and August of 2016. This week in court, discovery of what it cost to fight the 
Clayton Fire along with other damage estimates. A fire official reported they 
were watching Pashilk in the summer of 2016 and photographed him and 
his car near another fire. They tested Pashilk’s car to make sure it didn’t 
have issues that may have started the fire, and ran tests of incendiary 
devices to ignite dry grass. They found a paper napkin at the scene of one 
fire and say they then tested a napkin to see if it could start a fire, they 
confirmed it could. Testimony and closing arguments continuing.
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A woman visited a prison inmate in Calif. gets 2 years behind bars for 
delivering a fatal meth dose. California Department of Corrections and 
Rehab investigators say Johna Martinez-Meth of Clearlake pleaded guilty to 
involuntary manslaughter. She got two years for bringing drugs into the 
prison. The investigation of Martinez-Meth after an inmate suddenly died at 
a facility in Vacaville. 46 year old Adrian Sepulveda serving a life sentence 
with the possibility of parole for second-degree murder. His autopsy 
revealed he swallowed several meth filled balloons after Martinez-Meth 
visited him. They got a search warrant for Martinez-Meth’s home and found 
meth, balloons and glue. She was arrested.

A 17 year old student was walking home in the area of 5th street in 
Kelseyville when a man walked up and started punching her in the face 
unprovoked, and then ran away towards Live Oak Drive. Lake County 
Sheriff’s Deputies have identified the suspect as 31 year old Alfredo Corona 
Ramirez of Finley. When deputies caught up to Ramirez and tried to arrest 
him, he ran but was eventually restrained by officers. During his arrest he 
punched, hit and kicked deputies, injuring one so badly he was transported 
to Sutter Lakeside Hospital with a broken hand. His 17 year old victim 
suffered a likely broken nose. Ramirez was taken to the hospital as well, 
where he threatened to kill deputies and burn down their homes. He was 
treated and then released before being booked into the Lake County Jail on 
$30,000 bond and faces multiple charges.

An art show featuring the work of Ukiah high school students opened this 
afternoon. Art projects from local students will be on display at Canova 
Records on 246 State St. in Ukiah the entire month of March. Students were 
able to choose one piece of art to put on display, which can be viewed 
during regular business hours all this month.

Ukiah Police tried to make a stop in the 500 block of South Orchard Avenue 
early this morning when the man behind the wheel refused to stop, instead 
leading officers on a chase that ended when the driver went over a curb and 
into the parking lot of the Best Western. 23 year old John D. Mendoza got 
out of the car and tried to run away on foot, but was apprehended by offices 
and booked into the Mendocino County Jail on charges of suspected 
drunken driving, and driving on a suspended license.

Scientists say this is a first. A huge funny looking fish washed ashore on a 
Southern California beach this week. The species has never been seen in 
North America before, but the Hoodwinke sunfish is know to scientists, who 
couldn’t believe it when the fish, which measured an impressive seven feet 
long, was found in California

Curious, outdoor loving and hard working students are wanted. The 
Mendocino Land Trust is now accepting applications for their summer 
internship. The ten week program kicks off June 3rd and is a chance for 
college students to work with conservationists and get experience in land 
stewardship. Applications are due by March 29th. More info at 
www.mendocinolandtrust.org

The goal is to expand access to 98 percent of homes. That’s the word after 
the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors agreed on a new digital 
infrastructure plan. According to the plan, only 73% of Mendocino County 
homes currently have high speed access, and would bring fiber based and 
wireless technology to remote and rural areas of the county by 2025.

http://www.mendocinolandtrust.org/
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The Mendocino County health and Human Services Agency is warning 
about flood waters after recent rains, which can be contaminated with fecal 
matter and other hazardous materials, and should be approached very 
carefully. The agency warns that waters may cause gastrointestinal 
symptoms if swallowed, and if you suspect your drinking water has been 
contaminated, use bottled water for now. Don’t eat food that comes into 
contact with flood waters, and throw out food spoiled during power outages. 
If there is standing water in your home, shut off power and call an 
electrician. Remove any mold by washing with soap and water, and 
remember to wash hands with soap and clean water frequently.

California’s Sierra Nevada snowpack is sitting at the fifth highest levels in 
over forty years following February’s storms, currently registering 152% of 
normal. In December, the snowpack sat at just 73% of normal. Some 25 feet 
of snow has fallen over the Sierra Nevada in the last month, and more is 
expected this month. A winter storm watch was issued for tonight into 
tomorrow for the Sierra Nevada- 6 to 10 inches are possible in the higher 
elevations.

There’s a good chance investigators will conclude that PG&E equipment 
caused the deadly camp fire last November. This according to PG&E, in a 
statement released yesterday saying that “the company believes it is 
probable that equipment will be determined to be an ignition point of the 
2018 Camp Fire”. PG&E knew the lines linked to the fire needed repairs and 
began planning them in 2013, but never got around to fixing them before the 
fire sparked.

A bill that would cut the maximum allowed blood alcohol content for driving 
almost in half has been introduces by a California Congresswoman, 
following the example of Utah, which just passed the toughest drunk driving 
law in the country. If the legislation becomes law, it would reduce the 
maximum allowed blood alcohol content from .08 to .05.

The Ukiah Library is closing down for a makeover. Renovations coming to 
the public library next week, until the end of the month. The Daily Journal 
reports the librarian says Measure A revenue, the 1/8-cent Library Special 
Transaction and Use Tax is paying for the work. There will be new carpet 
and paint, but the many books in the library and shelves will be taken out 
first. There will be a bigger circulation desk put in on the west wall entrance 
with more storage space and room for more staffers. Other furniture, 
computers, shelving will be replaced or moved to difference locations in the 
library. The library will have a temporary location on Standley St at the 
corner of Mason.

Coho Salmon returning to the upper Big River on James Creek after a four 
year restoration project. A collaboration between the Land Trust, the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife and Jackson Demonstration State 
Forest. And the Land Trust says their first surveying after the restoration 
shows increased spawning activity. They found a bunch of salmon nests 
(known as redds) and also salmon carcasses upstream from the restoration 
site. The fish coming back after years of barrier removal work.

Feedback wanted by the long-term fire recovery team in Mendocino County. 
The anonymous survey for feedback from fire survivors about emotional and 
spiritual wellness after the fires. The results will help figure out where 
resources should go for survivor wellness and to help come up with new 
activities or support services. The Daily Journal reports the Mendocino-ROC 
Emotional and Spiritual Support Committee is made up of local therapists, 
case managers and faith-based organizations and came together in 
December of 2017. They’ve created support groups and provided one-on-
one therapy grants for survivors, but they say they think more help is still 
needed.



A man from Finley arrested after a teenage girl is punched in the face and 
two sheriff’s deputies are attacked. The Lake County Sheriff’s office reports 
they got a call to an assault last Thursday in Kelseyville and found a 17 
year-old female victim who said she was walking home from school and the 
man approached, then punched her in the face for no reason. She said he 
punched her several times. They identified Alfredo Corona Ramirez and 
went after him, saying he ran and looked like he was reaching for a gun, but 
they took him down. He punched and kicked two deputies and grabbed one 
of the deputies guns, but they got it away from him. He was tazed, arrested, 
then booked into jail on several charges including threatening an officer, 
battery with serious bodily injury and battery on a peace officer. One deputy 
had a broken arm after the altercation and the teen had a possible broken 
nose.

A fire tax proposal has been approved for Lake County by the Board of 
Supervisors. The Lakeport Fire District looking to fill a budget gap and hire 
six firefighters laid off last year. They had a budget hole of as much as $1 
million which led to the half dozen layoffs last fall. So now there will be a 
mail in ballot only election on May 7th so the Fire District can get more 
money with a two-thirds supermajority vote. The rates now are one to two 
bucks, now would be more than six. Or about $120 more a year. That would 
raise about one and a quarter million dollars a year in taxes for the District.

Two young girls found safe after heading into the wilderness in Northern 
Calif. alone. The 5 and 8 year old sisters reportedly survived for 44 hours 
before being found yesterday. Leia and Caroline Carrico found by a fire 
chief and firefighter from a local volunteer department about a mile and a 
half from their house in Humboldt County. They were not hurt, just 
dehydrated. The local 4-h club says the two had survival training with them. 
The Sheriff calling it an absolute miracle because they were in rugged 
territory, in an extreme environment. Apparently the firefighters who found 
them followed their foot prints. They had been joined by the National Guard, 
helicopters and tracking dogs.

The two main employees of the Lake County Registrar of Voters Office have 
left the building. Lake Co News reports the loss to the department just 
ahead of the Lakeport Fire District mail in election in May. The news site 
also reports the department needs new voting equipment after years of it 
breaking down, and says it’s nearly obsolete. Registrar of Voters Diane 
Fridley retired last December after working in the county for more than four 
decades. There’s been some interviews, then Maria Valadez – the longtime 
deputy registrar of voters was hired to fill Fridley’s position. But now Valadez 
is headed to Mendocino County for a job. So now the County Administrative 
Officer will take over for the time being. There will be closed door interviews 
and public Q&A’s with candidates later in the month.

Busy City Council meeting in Lakeport this week. The council will consider 
the liquor license for the new Dollar General store, a new statue to honor 
local Pomo tribes and will meet in a closed session first for the performance 
evaluation of the City Manager Margaret Silveira. The Police Chief will have 
a resolution for the council for the Beer and Wine Liquor License for the 
Dollar General. And the bronze statue for the tribe is proposed for the 
Historic Courthouse Museum Park.



After the massive rain storms, including the atmospheric river, the Lake 
County Board of Supervisors needs to approve a local emergency. Nothing 
new for the board after many fires over the last few years. Plus there was 
another flood emergency a couple years ago. The board meets at their 
regular time on the matter, and others, tomorrow. There are several other 
proclamations of local emergencies for fires too, as various stages of work 
are still in process for the Mendocino Complex, Pawnee fire, Sulphur fire, 
Clayton fire and the 2017 atmospheric river storm.

The search for a young woman caught in a massive landslide in Northern 
Calif. has been called off. 22 year old Kyra Sunshine Scarlet was lost in the 
slide Feb. 22nd as she was walking her dog with a friend. Both women were 
buried in the sand and dirt collapse, but the dog and other woman were 
rescued. The National Park Service reports the recovery effort ended after 
they exhausted all possible actions and say now there’s a high probability 
Scarlet was taken out to sea by high tide. Hand tools, search dogs, then 
cadaver dogs searched the area unsuccessfully.

California, the winner of a dubious title, to be one of the most sinful states. 
This, according to a survey by WalletHub. Nevada the number one most 
sinful, and Vermont, the least. The survey about lust, showing California, the 
second in the country, and when it comes to looking good, or vanity, 
California was third. The state in ninth place for jealousy.

Police in Ukiah say there’s nothing to be worried about as they investigate a 
possible graffiti threat to an unnamed high school. The School District 
reportedly got a call from police about the situation which Ukiah Unified 
posted about on their Facebook page. Police didn’t find there was any direct 
or specific threat and the school district reported it was working with law 
enforcement at the same time taking all possible precautions as Police 
continue investigating. The district goes on to say in their post that the 
safety and well-being of students and staff are their highest priorities and 
they take all threats seriously.

A seven year old girl in Benicia being hailed a hero. The girl’s mom watching 
a show on tv with her when mom had a seizure. KTVU TV reports little 
Laura found her mom non responsive so she called 911. A dispatcher talked 
to the girl as an ambulance made its way to their house. She told her mom 
she would be okay and reminded her she was safe at home and that police 
were on the way. The dispatcher said she was amazed by Laura’s 
composure on the phone and so was the police chief. He went to Laura’s 
school and gave her an award. They also posted about it online saying how 
clear and calm she remained under stress.

California among several states going up against the Trump administration 
trying to make it difficult for women who want an abortion. The California 
Attorney General Xavier Becerra has announced he’s filed a federal lawsuit 
to block the new family planning rule where the U.S. Health and Human 
Services Department can move money from Planned Parenthood to 
religious family planning organizations instead. Washington, D.C., and 19 
states saying they’d sue separately and the Washington attorney general 
said before this they’d challenge it too. The Trump Admin. reportedly 
expecting legal challenges which also says there can be no federally funded 
family planning clinics in the same location as abortion providers. The new 
program set to start in May unless it’s blocked in court.
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Needing new cops in Ukiah so badly, the City Council is considering offer 
incentives for newly hired officers. The Daily Journal reports city staff put 
together a memo for the council outlining why a one-time bonus to help new 
hires find affordable housing is needed. It notes there’s a major a housing 
shortage, and that it’s becoming less affordable for newly hired employees. 
The police dept. has been having a hard time finding and keeping officers. 
The newspaper reports the former chief, Chris Dewey’s been working to find 
officers locally. And they’ve tried recruiting after new police officers graduate 
the academy. So staff wants to offer new hires about $8,000 for move in 
costs. The meeting tomorrow night at 6.

PG&E in court for their bankruptcy with the top finance officer in the hot 
seat. Wildfire victims and creditors questioned the officer at a bankruptcy 
court hearing yesterday where it came out the giant utility company had 
been thinking about filing for bankruptcy for a while. Those there wanted to 
know when and how the utility company would be compensating wildfire 
victims for the October 2017 series of fires and the Camp Fire last year. 
PG&E has been blamed for several of the 2017 fires and recently reported it 
was probable they’d be held responsible for the Camp Fire too. The finance 
officer told those at the hearing they plan to, quote “fairly, equitably and 
expeditiously address claims”.

Humboldt State University students studying cannabis, where it’s been rich 
in sales and growing for years, say they aren’t allowed to actually use it for 
their studies. University students and researchers aren’t allowed to have it 
on hand. Humboldt State has an Institute for Interdisciplinary Marijuana 
Research to research the drug. But some say they have to go intern or work 
at dispensaries to do the actual research. The university says it’s still illegal 
under federal law. And since the university gets federal funds they have to 
have a sort of hands off approach.

A renewed movement to get state lawmakers to bring police reform 
legislation to the governor. After the shooting death of an unarmed black 
man last year, Stephon Clark, things moved forward again. The two cops 
who killed him are not being charged, so civil rights groups and legislators 
are lobbying to move the issue to the forefront. San Diego Assemblywoman 
Shirley Weber has legislation which stalled in the Senate and never went 
out for a full vote, but it’s coming up again this year, to the dismay of police 
unions and lobbying groups. Now there’s also competing legislation, to 
increase force training plus takes out the criminal liability for cops.

The Lucerne Hotel is about to have its latest refashioning. Escrow has 
closed on the property which will become part of the Romero Institute’s New 
Paradigm College. It will be a four-year undergrad program after Lake 
County owned the 1920s building for about eight years… or two bachelor 
degrees worth. The owner of the building says they’ve paid the county in 
full. The county bought the property in 2010 from a church in San Francisco 
as part of the county’s redevelopment agency work. Then the old hotel was 
renovated and leased to Marymount California University, a private, faith-
based institution, for a buck a year. But they left without notice a couple 
years ago, saying they had poor enrollment.

A man from Newark accused of sexually abusing a minor sent to jail. David 
Anthony Calvin Johnson charged with oral copulation (with a victim under 10 
years), harmful material sent to minor, lewd acts (with a victim under 14 
years) and annoy/ molest child under 18 years and indecent exposure. It 
comes after police in Clearlake found the 31 year old had assaulted the 
child earlier this year. He was placed in the Santa Rita Jail. He pleaded not 
guilty and his preliminary hearing is set for March 20th. No word if he was 
given bail.



A new flood watch in Lake County as we expect another dousing. The 
National Weather Service predicting more storms, this flood watch from 
today at 4 p.m. until noon Thursday. There was still another flood warning in 
effect. The new one predicting moderate to heavy rain tonight through 
tomorrow, which could lead to flooding, due to streams, creeks and Clear 
Lake already running high or at flood level. There’s also a warning that burn 
scars could have runoff of mud, rock and debris. Clear Lake was at 9.80 feet 
Rumsey this morning, according to Lake Co News. Flood stage is 9 feet 
Rumsey and the forecast calls for it to hit almost 10 feet Rumsey tomorrow 
afternoon.

A man who went to prison for murdering more than 2 dozen farm workers in 
the 1970s dies in prison. 85 year old Juan Vallejo Corona died yesterday of 
natural causes at a hospital. The California Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation reported on the death. He’d been serving 25 concurrent life 
sentences for 25 counts of first-degree murder at the California State 
Prison-Corcoran. The bodies had been found in 1971, buried in orchards 
along the Feather River in Sutter County. They were all men hired for his 
labor contracting business or they’d been seen with him. The amount of 
killings had set a record in the United States at the time. He was denied 
parole eight times and was not eligible again until 2021.

Folks along the Russian River picking up the soggy ruins of their homes and 
businesses after flooding overtakes them. The Press Democrat reporting on 
the overflowing of the River a week ago, and continued flooding for days, 
some saying it looked like a third world country there, as communities were 
completely under water. As many as 2,600 homes and businesses affected. 
Debris in the road now, piles of wrecked furniture, clothing, equipment and 
appliances in Forestville, Guerneville, Monte Rio and other riverside 
communities. Cars and trailers abandoned after being ruined. There are five 
dump sites in Sonoma County for those who lost personal belongings. It’s 
free to have it hauled away. More than 500 tons of trash from the flood was 
taken out over the weekend.

Some Democratic lawmakers in Calif. looking for some big cash to fight 
climate change. The proposal drafted by Senator Henry Stern to have the 
state invest as much as $100 billion to reduce carbon emissions and the 
state’s reliance on fossil fuels by 2030. It’s non-binding, but would also 
declare a climate emergency, showing devastating wildfires and air pollution 
and how it could contribute to childhood asthma. The money to be spent 
over more than a decade and would come from the state’s carbon 
emissions auction program and a gas tax increase for transportation 
projects. At the same time another Democrat, Assemblyman Todd Gloria 
introduced legislation to cut greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 totally. 
Right now the goal is by 2045.

A move for the Little Lake Fire Protection District. New digs for the 
department, temporarily. Their engines though will stay at their old location. 
Measure J funds to help pay for the new location to be built out. The bid call 
won’t happen to construct the new firehouse until late this spring. They’ve 
pushed it apparently but wanted to move staffers, because the old building 
they’re currently housed in is not structurally sound. There are possible 
hazardous health issues in the old building. The architect on the project has 
presented the construction committee with ideas to work within budget 
constraints. The new building should be done by late summer 2020. The 
staff is in a training classroom they bought in 2012, and there are no health 
concerns there. It’s an officially certified urban search and rescue training 
site. But that means no new classes can be held there until they have a new 
firehouse.
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Wed., March 13

3 to 7 p.m. (presentations begin at 3:30 p.m.)

Clearlake City Hall – the Council Chambers

14050 Olympic Drive

Clearlake

Tues., March 26

10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (presentations begin at 10:30 a.m.)

Harwood Hall

44400 Willis Avenue

Laytonville

AskCannabis.

MEETING TIMES, DATES AND LOCATIONS

A man accused of ripping off a convenience store in Ukiah’s been arrested. 
Ukiah Police say the guy went into the AM/PM on Talmage Rd. February 
23rd, showed a firearm, and demanded money while threatening the clerk. 
The man took off with some cash. He was described to police as covering 
his face, but nonetheless, a few days later detectives identified him as a 
homeless Ukiah local, Mateo Pacheco. He was found in a home in the city 
with evidence that police say connects him to the robbery. He’s booked on 
robbery, making terrorist threats and committing a felony while out on bail. 
He’s being held on $210,000 bail.

A couple of free workshops for folks in Lake County on getting Cannabis 
permits. The workshops hosted by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (CDFW), the California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) 
and the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) in Clearlake and 
Laytonville. They’ll go over the state’s cannabis cultivation licensing program 
and talk about the requirements to farm the drug. They’ll also cover 
environmental impacts, policies and how to get permits. They will even have 
computers on hand for those in attendance to apply.

Mendocino County looking for interested residents for the next Grand Jury. 
The County’s Chair of the Grand Jury Recruitment/Selection Committee with 
a call out for anyone interested in serving on the 2019/2020 Mendocino 
County Civil Grand Jury. The application deadline is Friday, April 26th with 
swearing in at the end of June. There are 19 members of the Grand Jury 
who serve for a year. They have the power to investigate county, city and 
district government operations; provide civil oversight of local government 
departments and agencies; and respond to citizen complaints. They also set 
their own agenda and meeting schedule. Jurors make $25 per full panel 
meeting, $10 per committee meeting and committee attendance at public 
meetings, they also get reimbursed for mileage.

Visit: www.mendocino.courts.ca.gov/general_info/operations/grandjury.asp
 or in person at the Superior Court, 100 North State Street, Rm. 303, Ukiah 
or by calling the Grand Jury at (707) 463-4320.

The Ad Hoc Committee for Cannabis Cultivation in Mendocino County is 
having a few meetings with county supervisors John McCowen and John 
Haschak. The meetings this week in Willits, Fort Bragg, and Covelo. The 
committee put together a few years ago for possible changes to the county’s 
cannabis licensing program. The meetings regarding possible revisions of 
the ordinance, including the ability to transfer licenses. The committee’s 
statement ahead of the meetings is that transferability should be allowed. 
The meetings to gather public opinion on possible cultivation permitting and 
licensing changes.

http://www.mendocino.courts.ca.gov/general_info/operations/grandjury.asp


Willits Community Meeting

DATE: Wednesday, March 6, 2019

TIME: 5pm – 6:30pm

Fort Bragg Community Meeting

DATE: Thursday, March 7, 2019

TIME: 5pm – 6:30pm

Covelo Community Meeting

DATE: Friday, March 8, 2019

TIME: 2pm – 3:30pm

WHERE: Covelo Community Center, 23925 Howard St., Covelo, CA 95428

WHERE: Willits Community Center, 111 E. Commercial St., Willits, CA 
95490

WHERE: Fort Bragg Veterans Hall, 360 N. Harrison St., Fort Bragg, CA 
95437

The ruins left behind by the nonstop rain could lead the Ukiah City Council 
to declare a State of Emergency. Widespread flooding after last week’s 
storm also filled the holding ponds at the Wastewater Treatment Plant which 
threatens to breach the ponds and leave no room at all with new rain. A staff 
report for the meeting today notes two days of rain and a local emergency in 
the city. Plus the report says even though the rain temporarily stopped, soils 
are saturated, heavy run-off is still happening and more rain is coming. 
Critical infrastructure reportedly damaged especially in the Oak Manor area 
and along the Russian River in Ukiah. The meeting at 6 p.m. in the council’s 
chambers at 300 Seminary Ave.

Mendocino County looking at ways to reduce energy costs by making 
improvements. A feasibility study by Aircon Energy shows the county can 
replace old infrastructure. The Board of Supervisors looking for another 
study, an intensive investment grade audit of county facilities so they can 
zero in on exactly what to do. That would include costs for the work, what it 
would save the county in the long run and also assess engineering and 
structural integrity. The board got the feasibility study last week which 
included some fixes like putting in LED lighting, better heating systems, 
more ventilation and air conditioning and the potential for solar energy.

After a firefighter union sued, the state Supreme Court didn’t move 
anywhere on the so-called “California rule” which means there can be no 
reduction in pension benefits. The rule comes from back in 1955 which says 
anyone hired by a public agency can enjoy the pension in force at the time 
they’re hired. But then in 2012 pension reform happened, lowering some 
benefits for future employees of state and local governments because of 
ballooning costs, that’s when the firefighter union sued saying it had the 
right to bolster its pensions, known as airtime. They lost at the trial and 
appellate levels, so it went up to the Calif. Supreme Court. So for now the 
California rule stays in place.



Damage to the city of Lakeport after the latest round of storms. The city’s 
Public Works Director Doug Grider spoke at the City Council meeting last 
night says the wind is the worst of it, as they feared it could take down the 
city’s seawall, like the flooding two years ago. The wind of course creates 
big waves which he says caused a loss of more of the bank along the 
lakeshore between Third Street and the Yacht Club. He added the water 
walls at Library Park which were closed down last week seemed in good 
condition. After the wind event they will assess if there’s damage. There was 
a collapse of part of a headwall where Forbes Creek flows. There’s a culvert 
there, that’s managed by the Federal Government. But Caltrans apparently 
has rights to repair if needed. And the city got clearance for emergency 
repairs from Fish and Game.

A new Animal Care and Control director has been hired in Lake County. The 
Board of Supervisors in a closed session hired Jonathan Armas, voting 
unanimously to place him on the job. He’ll start after the longtime Director 
Bill Davidson leaves this week. Lake Co News reports county officials saying 
Armas has a strong commitment to public service. He’s been an Animal 
Control Officer for a couple years and worked with locals during the 
wildfires, working as Animal Care and Control team leader. He worked on 
the Camp Fire too. The current director who leaves Friday says Almas 
consistently rose to help the County meet critical animal services needs.

Cal Fire recommending sweeping safety actions and ways to improve forest 
health. It’s all part of being proactive against more catastrophic wildfires this 
year. The Governor got a report from the agency after a recent Executive 
Order. Cal Fire has found high priority fuel reduction projects and other 
ways to start to protect more than 200  wildfire-vulnerable communities. The 
agency says the state’s at an increasing risk of wildfire and some areas are 
more vulnerable due to location and socioeconomic factors which became 
clear during the Camp Fire. They have now identified more than 30 
strategically-defined local projects and have ways for residents to help too, 
like removing hazardous dead trees, clearing brush, creating fuel breaks 
and community defensible spaces.

Mendocino County looking at ways to bolster health care with an 
Emergency Medical Care Committee. But the Board of Supervisors wants 
staff to include public and some emergency service personnel. They were 
considering an official designation of the committee at their last board 
meeting. The committee tasked with going over emergency medical care in 
the county and giving advice to the board and other county organizations on 
emergency services policies. But the idea tabled until next week because 
there was nobody representing Fire emergency personnel and the public. 
More options to be brought to the board at their next meeting to officially 
launch the committee.

The state may consider allowing taxes on Cannabis businesses to be paid 
in crypto currency. A lawmaker reportedly coming up with the idea since 
right now the businesses pay in cash. They can’t even use a check due to 
federal law. Assemblymember Phil Ting’s bill would allow the businesses to 
pay both their city and county taxes with digital currencies like bitcoin so 
there’s less worry about the tax money being ripped off on its way to its 
destination. The idea comes after one Sacramento business went public in 
January saying they were ripped off $80,000 worth of products and cash 
from their warehouse. If the bill passes it would mean cities, and counties 
could decide themselves if they want to accept digital currencies from 
marijuana businesses as soon as 2020.
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The two sisters lost in the wilderness after headed out in Humboldt County 
are talking to reporters. The five and eight year old sisters Caroline and Leia 
Carrico found Sunday after getting lost in their tiny town of Benbow last 
Friday. They say they found shelter from the rain, using a tree branch and 
shared a rain coat. The older sister Leia says her sister cried the whole night 
so she reminded her of happy thoughts and kept watch all night.

A man in Mendocino County on the run. Cops looking for Joseph Hoaglen 
from Covelo on a laundry list of charges. On the Sheriff’s Facebook page 
they list assault with a deadly weapon, making criminal threats, grand theft, 
escape from jail, vandalism and buying or receiving stolen property, among 
other charges. His picture is posted along with the charges. He’s described 
as a 36 year old white male, 6′ 01", 270 lbs with brown hair and eyes.

A warning from the FBI about a scam related to crypto-currency, also known 
as digital money. The bureau division in San Francisco says they’ve seen 
an uptick in SIM swamping by using information they gather on social 
media. That’s where they can gain access to victim’s currency accounts. 
They first get a hold of a mobile phone, swap out their SIM card and then 
get a hold of other information like passwords, cloud storage and social 
media accounts. They remind not to post personal data online like your 
phone number or address because you can be taken advantage of. And to 
especially not provide financial information online, especially on any social 
media websites and forums.

The public can report all suspicious activity to the FBI San Francisco 
Division at tips.fbi.gov or by calling 415-553-7400.

The Dollar General Store in Lakeport gets a greenlight for a liquor license. 
The City Council unanimously voted yes for the Beer and Wine Liquor sales 
license for the store that opened its doors at the beginning of the year. The 
Lakeport Police Chief found no reason the store shouldn’t get the license. 
There was one resident who spoke out against it saying they should have 
held off 2-3 years. Also at the meeting the council heard about the status of 
a statue going up in support of Lake County’s native tribes. The statue 
featuring a Pomo family made out of bronze will be situated in the Historic 
Courthouse Museum Park downtown, adjacent to a memorial honoring Lake 
County’s fallen firefighters and law enforcement officers.

The man accused of setting the Clayton Fire in court for his preliminary 
hearing. Damin Pashilk also accused of a string of other wild fires between 
2015 and 2016. The deputy sheriff who arrested him testified in the nearly 
week long hearing to see if he should be tried in the case. And a Cal Fire 
chief also testified yesterday. The case may spill into next week too because 
of an unexpected delay. Pashilk is charged with arson for the Clayton fire in 
August of 2016, plus for 16 other fires. The two men testified that they’d 
been watching Pashilk for some time and how they tested certain incendiary 
devices and his car. The case continues today.

A school in Guerneville buried in water after flooding took over the school 
and trees toppled nearby. The Guerneville School restarted classes 
Tuesday, but there’s a lot of damage at the school. The superintendent says 
between $3 to 500,000 dollars worth. Part of the campus under ten feet of 
water at one point, but apparently none of the classroom buildings were hit, 
because they’re on higher ground. A maintenance building with a golf cart 
and lawn mower inside was flooded and some tree roots exposed which 
ruptured some waterlines and a tank. The school was closed for a week for 
cleanup.

http://tips.fbi.gov/


It’s a great time to hit Lake Tahoe if you like snow sports. They got another 
foot of snow in the latest storm and reports say there’s almost 50 feet at the 
summit of some Sierra ski resorts. There’s a winter weather advisory in 
place until noon today as they expect up to 18 more inches in the higher 
elevations and up to 8 inches below 7,000 feet. There’s also very fast 
moving wind, 45-100 mph over ridgetops. On Tuesday and Wednesday, 12 
inches fell at Northstar resort near Truckee and 9 inches at Mount Rose just 
outside Reno.

Millions in damage in Lake County after the latest round of winter rain. The 
Lake County Sheriff Brian Martin estimated there was $3,725,000 in 
damage to public infrastructure, but not in Lakeport or Clearlake. The 
amount from special districts for sewage and fire protection, public works for 
roads and elsewhere. No word yet on an estimate for residents and many 
county agencies still assessing damage. The Sheriff reporting to the board 
of supervisors a representative of the Cal OES came out to Lake County to 
assess damages, and FEMA would do the same.

The judge in PG&E’s criminal case related to the San Bruno explosion 
several years ago blasting the utility company saying its wildfire prevention 
efforts are “dismal” and there’s been “unsafe conduct” that led to repeated 
fires in Northern California. The judge also ordered PG&E to stop paying 
dividends to shareholders until it fully complies with court orders to remove 
trees and brush, and other proactive measures ahead of the next wildfire 
season. The judge said the unsafe conduct of the company led to the 
deadly pipeline explosion and fires in Northern Calif. in 2017 and 18. 
There’s now more requirements for the utility which is on probation as part 
of its wildfire mitigation plan, to maintain “traceable, verifiable, accurate, and 
complete records” of vegetation management.

A crash on Talmage Rd has been deemed the fault of a bicyclist, who police 
say hit a dump truck. Ukiah Police say Samuel (Xamuel) Lara of Covelo was 
killed after he was hit by the truck last September. But they say the dump 
truck, owned and operated by Wipf Construction, and the bike rider were 
involved in an unfortunate series of events. There was road paving 
happening at the time and a flagger was directing traffic. Police say the 
flagger cleared the truck for a turn and hit the bicyclist. The driver didn’t see 
the cyclist. And video from a couple of local businesses showed Lara tried to 
pass the truck in an unsafe manner.

A permit will be considered for a new auto repair shop on Talmage Road 
which used to be a tire shop… it closed last year. The Zoning Administrator 
will consider Jeff Yokum’s application for the body shop which will also 
provide towing and car rental services. The 7,000-square-foot building also 
had been a towing company. The Auto Body Shop would be a new branch 
of a company in Willits in business since 1991. The owner of the company 
says he wants to put in more than a dozen work stations for repairs, painting 
and disassembly so as many as 14 cars can be worked on at once. Staff 
says they think the permit should get a thumbs up. There’s a hearing 
tomorrow morning at 9 on the matter.

Staff needs to keep working on the budget for the Mendocino County Local 
Agency Formation. Staffers gave the commission their preliminary 2019-20 
fiscal year Budget and Work Plan at the last meeting Monday then members 
asked staff to go back to the drawing table. The agency’s tasked with 
regulatory changes for local government boundaries which includes 
annexations, expansions and formations. They look at account staffing 
services, everyday operations, and Municipal Service Review and Sphere of 
Influence updates. The budget was just over $160,000 for the fiscal year. 
That’s just about ten grand more than the last fiscal year budget. A public 
meeting on the matter’s set for April 1st.
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Due to the recent wet weather, workers on the Camp Fire, still pulling debris 
from the area are taking a break. The Incident Management Team on Camp 
Fire debris removal operations in Butte County is leaving the area until 
Tuesday March 19th, a week and a half from now. They report the recent 
rains and storms have made the area unsafe to work in. They report 
oversaturated soil for debris removal workers and truck drivers, and also 
that designated landfills cannot take some of the material. So 
representatives from the California Department of Resources Recycling and 
Recovery (CalRecycle) and the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
(Cal OES), have told the workers to demobilize based on the extended 
forecast. The Incident Management Team and debris removal contractors 
are meeting on March 14th to reassess site conditions. But asbestos 
surveys and abatement, chimney tipping, car tagging, and erosion control 
installation will continue as weather permits.

Marijuana dispensaries approved to be located in the Central Business 
District in Fort Bragg. The City Council gave the go-ahead after a 
presentation by the Special Projects Manager who explained that city staff 
studied further changes at the state level pertaining to the city’s cannabis 
ordinance. The council heard suggestions that certain areas could allow 
businesses, because cannabis-related manufacturing is already permitted. 
And distribution or manufacturing behind a retail store as an accessory was 
agreed on in certain locations along with a minor use permit. No dispensary 
downtown can be involved in manufacturing. And the council discussed 
smoking or ingesting weed in retail outlets. Staff will draft the revised 
ordinance to allow dispensaries in the Central Business District along with 
other rules, then send it to the Planning Commission.

Lock down at Fort Bragg Unified Schools. Drills that will be practiced in case 
there’s a real situation involving a shooter or another threat. The School 
Superintendent explains they needed some work at least to tell the 
difference between the fire bell and lock down bell after an accident. She 
was filling in as a principal one day at a local elementary school, trying to 
make announcements and accidentally triggered a lock down, activating a 
bell thru the phone system. She says now they want to be sure to train 
people the difference between the bells after kids were taken onto the 
playground as if it were a fire drill. She says there can’t be a lock down and 
have folks think it’s a fire drill.

A local emergency officially declared in Ukiah because of the damage from 
recent storms. So far the city’s tallied as much as a million dollars in 
damage. The Community Services Administrator, also the Emergency 
Services Manager, Tami Bartolomei says the Russian River caused a lot 
flooding, with the damage estimates in Ukiah on the high end of damage 
across the county. Also the City Manager Sage Sangiacomo says they’re 
still checking the damage to the Water Treatment Plant, saying it will need 
major repairs because of pressure from rising groundwater levels around the 
facilities.

Any new cops hired in Ukiah from outside the area are getting a moving 
bonus. The City Council gave the greenlight to the police department to 
approve an $8,000 “relocation payment” for new hires to get housing. The 
Police Chief Justin Wyatt says they’re getting more and more applicants 
from outside the area. And feedback is that they’re worried about where to 
find housing, and how much they can afford. He says they want to help new 
officers get rooted in town and stay. They’re also offering local recruits free 
police academy, along with salary as they go thru the program, which is way 
more expensive.



Besides Fort Bragg, the entire County is considering potential changes to 
the Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance. At a meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee 
in Willits, they covered use permits, the permit application process, and 
finding ways to help small growers. The Committee put together in January 
to review cannabis ordinances then come back to the Board of Supervisors 
with recommended revisions. The discussion mostly revolving around Use 
Permits. There was also discussion about people from outside the County 
setting up shop, affecting small farmers. Many issues discussed, including 
finding ways to curtail the black market, which still widely exists. There’s 
another meeting of the committee in Covelo this afternoon from 2 to 3:30 
p.m. at the Covelo Community Center.

After Clear Lake hit flood stage due to relentless rain, fisherman report 
some issues. Boat ramp closures, so if you live on the other side of the 
Konocti Vista Casino in Lakeport, you have to drive over there. The lake 
level yesterday recorded at 9.92 feet on the Rumsey Gauge. Tournaments 
this weekend for bass fishing are off though there were great conditions last 
weekend. It’s expected the lake will be busy this weekend though, filled for 
prefishing ahead of the Lake County Chamber of Commerce team 
tournament set for next weekend which they expect more than 100 boats.

The death of a man from Santa Clarita on Highway 20 investigated showing 
the 41 year old was killed. The California Highway Patrol reports Patrick 
Weber, who was found dead in his white van February 21st, ran off the road 
into a ditch and crashed into a tree. But they say there was red paint marks 
on the driver’s side, which was found about a mile west of Walker Ridge 
Road. The CHP reports an autopsy found the man was shot, which wasn’t 
obvious at the time the van was found. Cops also found a bunch of 
marijuana in the van and say he wasn’t legally licensed to have it. They’re 
still working on a motive.

The lengthy preliminary hearing for a man accused of setting several wild 
fires in 2015 and 2016 continues. Damin Pashilk blamed for setting the 
Clayton Fire, the hearing to determine if there’s enough evidence against 
him to go to jury trial. He’s charged with nearly 2 dozen crimes including 
arson. There was a short break yesterday and Wednesday after Pashilk’s 
lawyers asked for more time to see some evidence the prosecution raised in 
their case against the man. Investigators were watching Pashilk for some 
time and suspected he might be an arsonist. The testimony continues this 
morning and may spill into next week.

A man tossed in jail for DUI after a crash where he and another driver were 
injured. Police say Joel Saldana was driving drunk and seriously injured 
Jamie Pannyasy-Watts after the crash on Highway 29 south of Cruickshank 
Road near Kelseyville. The CHP reports Saldana crossed the double yellow 
lines and drove over the roadway and hit a dirt embankment, overturned 
then continued driving on the other side of the road, crashing head-on into 
the other car. The two drivers were pulled from their vehicles and taken to 
hospitals. Saldana was then arrested.

An offer to Korean War veterans in Napa and Lake counties. Congressman 
Mike Thompson wants them to be awarded a medal for serving and is 
encouraging them or their families to be in contact with his office. He’s 
working with the Consulate General of the Republic of Korea for the 
presentation of the Ambassador for Peace Medal, which is from the South 
Korean government for American veterans in recognition of their service. 
Thompson’s office compiling a list of eligible Korean War veterans in Napa 
and Lake Counties to receive the Ambassador for Peace Medal.

Veterans and their families should contact Thompson’s office at 
CA05.KoreanWarVeterans by Friday, May 31.
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A home in Hidden Valley Lake is gone after a fire ravages it. The fire this 
week spotted by neighbors coming home from work. The homeowner not 
there at the time and there were no injuries reported. Cal Fire reports eighty 
percent of the home damaged with a loss estimate of about $275,000. 
They’re investigating how it started.

After a crash in Kelseyville, cops arrest a teenager for DUI. Police say the 
kid had a blood alcohol content three times the legal limit. He was busted 
after running a stop sign and crashing into a People Services bus yesterday. 
He’s arrested for felony driving under the influence causing injury. Lakeport 
Police say they got a call to the crash with a bus full of people. Three of the 
people onboard had non-life threatening injuries and were treated and 
released at the scene. They noted the teen was acting drunk and did field 
sobriety tests, finding he was way over the blood alcohol content limit for 
adults.

A man in New Jersey doesn’t want to hear dogs barking incessantly so he’s 
proposing dog owners go to jail for it. The proposal for the town of Saddle 
River to prohibit loud, continuous barking for over 20 minutes between the 
hours of 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Then after ten, the penalties would go up for 
barking lasting more than 15 minutes from 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. Town officials 
say the nonstop barking cuts into the “comfort or repose of anyone in the 
vicinity.” Anyone found in violation could be fined between $100 and $1,000, 
or be sentenced to community service or even prison time.

The Housing Element for the City of Ukiah is being updated with the help of 
residents and community members. The Daily Journal reports the 
Community Development Director told the City Council they have heard 
from the community that they want more involvement. The update will cover 
this year thru 2027. The first draft will be done by the beginning of May. 
There will be a couple of public workshops before that. The first is next 
Thursday, March 21st. It includes housing being built and compared to the 
past, the Community Development Director says it’s remarkable how things 
are coming along.

Hundreds of millions spent to fix the Oroville Dam which had to have major 
repairs after a failure a couple of years ago, will be covered by the state 
after the Trump Administration said no to a reimbursement. FEMA approved 
$205 million, but denied $306 million more to rebuild the dam’s main 
spillway because it didn’t meet federal eligibility rules since it failed mostly 
due to poor construction in the 1960s and inadequate maintenance, not 
heavy storms. A FEMA spokesperson says they can only pay for the work if 
it’s connected to a declared disaster. Nearly 200,000 people had to be 
evacuated in February of 2017 after the main spillway failed at the nation’s 
tallest dam. A team that investigated the failure blamed the state, saying 
there was “inadequate priority for dam safety” at Oroville for decades.

Congressman Jared Huffman co-sponsoring a Save the Internet bill. The 
legislation introduced in Congress to repeal the rollback of net neutrality 
regulations from 2017 by the FCC. Huffman says Net Neutrality is an 
essential component of maintaining a free, open and equitable internet 
system. He says the FCC rolling back the regulations was a terrible mistake 
driven by corporate interest. The Save the Internet Act looks to stop service 
providers from blocking or throttling the internet or prioritizing some content 
over others. It’s also to help push getting broadband to rural communities 
and veterans, seniors and disabled residents.



At their regular Tuesday meeting, the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors is hearing about the new county cannabis program and the 
proposed cannabis business tax. The board will also get a rundown of how 
much the county made last year on cannabis cultivation. The Department of 
Agriculture Commissioner’s Report reports the county is looking over a 
possible 868 permits, has issued 215, and approved 21 more. There will 
also be an update from the Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight 
Committee on progress over the past month.

A Congressman from Colorado and a colleague from Washington State 
pushing legislation to amend the federal banking laws so the cannabis 
industry can be serviced. Congressmen Ed Perlmutter and Denny Heck 
bringing the Secure and Fair Enforcement Banking Act of 2019, or the Safe 
Act to the House with 108 members of Congress supporting it, including 
eight Republicans. Congressman Jared Huffman is one of the sponsors. 
The sponsors of the bill say it’s unsafe right now. They want to be able to 
take cash out of the system and to be able to legally handle the cash from 
cultivation and excise taxes.

Since the City Manager in Clearlake resigned, an option for a new one has 
come up. The City Council’s considering appointing the assistant city 
manager and finance director, Alan Flora, to be the new city manager. The 
idea came up at the last meeting of February, with City Manager Greg 
Folsom. He’s leaving for the same job in Suisun City. His last day is March 
30th. The council reportedly considering the idea this Thursday at their 
regular meeting. The consideration for a three year contract with Flora and 
the option to sign on for 2 more years if Flora and the Council agree. His 
proposed monthly salary is just under $12,000 with a car and cell phone 
allowance of $400 a month as well.

Tours available of Clear Lake with the Blue Ribbon Committee for the 
Rehabilitation of the lake. This Wednesday, there’s a field tour at 11 a.m. 
then a meeting for the committee a couple hours after. The meetup at the 
Konocti Vista Marina in Lakeport where they’ll go over the best management 
practices using the Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians as a model for less 
nutrient input in the lake and to work on less runoff and helping to restore 
native plants. The committee has a couple subcommittees who each 
forward recommendations to the main Blue Ribbon Committee. The public is 
welcome at all meetings.

Those interested in more information or in signing up for updates and 
announcements are invited to visit www.resources.ca.gov/clear-lake/.

Some ripoffs of jewelry in India being blamed on rats. Diamond earrings go 
missing in the city of Bihar after it was reported not too long ago they were 
drinking booze too. The booze kept at police stations in that dry state. A 
jewelry store reports they opened up shop last week and noticed the jewels 
were missing from one of their counters. They first suspected employees, 
but everyone denied it. But surveillance cameras apparently caught the 
culprit, the rat seen with an envelope, the earrings were kept in, scurrying off 
into a false ceiling in the shop. The jewelry has not been found.

County offices may still be shortened if the Lake County Board of 
Supervisors decides to extend it another six months. Last summer the 
offices were closed to the public every Friday to save money. Now that six 
month period is coming to an end and the County Administrative Officer 
Carol Huchingson is reportedly recommending it be extended. Huchingson 
says it’s still the same situation, heavy workloads and employee vacancies. 
She says the pilot program has been working well and adds staff is 
recommending the Board go another six months and revisit the matter in 
September.

http://www.resources.ca.gov/clear-lake/
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Nearly 2 million dollars paid out by the California Legislature for legal costs 
from sexual harassment investigations. The one point eight million in 2018 
and for the first month of this year connected to as many as nine current or 
former lawmakers who were accused of misconduct. The Associated Press 
reports the Senate spent $1.26 million and the Assembly $571,000. There’s 
not a lot more info on the matters or who the money was spent on due to 
attorney-client privilege and some other stipulations when it comes to the 
public records act. Behaviors noted though were for things like using vulgar 
language and giving uncomfortable hugs and a "noogie," to forcibly kissing a 
staffer and worse

Highway 101 had to be closed down after a fatal crash in the Garberville 
area. CHP in Garberville confirmed one death and two children with major 
injuries. The highway closed for a couple of hours yesterday north of Willits 
near Shimmins Ridge Road after a big rig and car got into an accident. 
There was one way controlled traffic around 4 p.m. on the northbound side 
only, the southbound side was closed. The accident happened before 2.

A budget workshop’s being held by the Clearlake City Council and then a 
reception for the city manager, Greg Folsom who’s leaving. The council’s 
workshop at 4 p.m. Thursday, then at 5 p.m., they’re having a reception for 
Folsom, whose going to be the city manager in Suisun City. His last day 
locally is March 30th. There will be a regular meeting of the council at 6, as 
usual. There will be a presentation for Folsom then too. They will also 
consider promoting the Assistant City Manager Alan Flora, to be the next 
city manager. Then the council will have a public review of the 2018 General 
Plan Housing Element Annual Progress Report.

The search continues for a woman from Covelo missing since last year. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office along with Mendocino Search and 
Rescue were looking for Khadijah Britton yesterday. They were draining a 
Round Valley Indian Tribe pond. Apparently in the same area where 
witnesses said they saw Britton. The Sheriff’s office is still accepting tips on 
the case and there’s an $85,000 reward for any information that leads to 
where the 23 year old may be. She vanished from Covelo in February, 2018 
after being seen with her ex boyfriend who’s accused of forcing her into a 
car at gun point. Negie Fallis, is in prison on firearm charges. Police say 
they were searching the pond, because it’s close to where the woman was 
last seen, there were rumors she may have been put there and some police 
cadaver dogs were interested in the pond.

Flood debris being removed from the Russian River area. The cost of 
cleanup about $2.5 million dollars. Trash haulers came in to scrape the 
debris off the side of the road along Highway 116 and on residential streets 
from Forestville to Cazadero. A local emergency had been declared in the 
area calling the debris that came from 2,600 flooded homes and 570 
businesses “a substantial present or potential hazard to human health and 
the environment.” Last week there were debris drop off sites where more 
than 1,100 tons of trash was taken. Then the curbside collection started, 
which was expected to pick up another 5,000 tons. There was slower traffic 
on Highway 116 as the collection was happening.

https://www.mendovoice.com/?s=%22negie+fallis%22


A teacher at a Cloverdale High School is out of a job, for now, for allowing a 
sort of fight club to happen in class, ending with multiple student injuries. 
Federico Vargas taken to jail for the incidents. He’s charged with suspicion 
of five counts of child endangerment and another 13 counts of contributing 
to the delinquency of minors. The school apparently called police saying 
Vargas’ classroom had a  ‘fight club’ style atmosphere”. Police say he let 
students fight each other in the classroom and even refereed the fights. 
They say there were several fights, one was filmed by a student. The school 
district superintendent says Vargas was a faculty member, not a substitute 
teacher. The website notes him as special ed faculty.

An advisory board in Mendocino County wants a report done on mental 
health in the county to be implemented. The Daily Journal reports the 
Mendocino County Behavioral Health Advisory Board released their yearly 
report with several recommendations sent to the Board of Supervisors to 
help the Behavioral Health Advisory Board. The Behavioral Health Board’s 
recommendations include creating a policy so employees of the county can 
work on boards as part of their job description, demand insurance parity for 
mental health, lobby state lawmakers to review part of the Mental Health 
Services Act, and implement all recommendations of the 2018 Kemper 
Report. They also want a Crisis Residential Treatment facility in Fort Bragg 
and more support and wellness efforts.

A new report says the state of Calif. barely had any racial profiling. But now 
some people say that’s not exactly so. The Racial and Identity Profiling Act 
report from 2017 shows barely any racial profiling by police in California, but 
now the board that oversees the reports is asking law enforcement agencies 
to encourage people to come forward. Some say the report seems more like 
police officers protecting each other and not addressing the actual problem. 
The reports from the board have been going on just a few years. This one is 
83 pages long. The Sacramento President of the NAACP says the report is 
a joke, after it said out of 18 complaints, Sacramento police had no reports 
of racial profiling.

Thousands in damage at the UC Davis campus on a piece of farmland. The 
Putah Creek Riparian Reserve just outside the campus has been set on fire 
and been vandalized over several weeks. The asst. director of UC Davis 
arboretum & Public Garden says there’s been burning of picnic tables to 
destroying signs, burning them and most recently a lot of graffiti. An old 
Valley Oak Tree spray painted with a swastika. The school’s not sure who 
the culprit is either. They’re calling it a hate crime. New camera’s will be 
installed, so if it happens again in the future, the culprits will be caught.

Police say a woman in Lathrop, Calif. was not just trying on clothes at a big 
box store.  They say they found an empty six pack of beer at a Target 
dressing room. The beer taken in a shopping cart to the dressing room, 
where workers say the woman hung out for an hour. After she was done, 
cops say she left with as much as $200 in merchandise without paying. 
Elysia Johnson arrested and taken to the San Joaquin County Jail on 
suspicion of shoplifting and for three other warrants.

A crash in Mendocino County between a car and big rig ends in a man’s 
death and two children with major injuries. As we reported this morning the 
crash on the 101 with the CHP out of Garberville responding. They report 38 
year old Patrick Herbstritt was killed in the crash Monday north of Willits. 
The two children were 2 and 5 year old boys who were flown to U.C. Davis 
Medical Center. No word if they’re related to the man who died. CHP reports 
Herbstritt lost control of his car and went into the northbound lanes, hit a 
guardrail and crashed into the Freightliner rig which was towing an empty 
flatbed trailer at the time. The driver of the big rig and his two passengers 
were uninjured.
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The Ethiopian Airliner crash took the lives of eight Americans, among them, 
two brothers from Redding who were traveling the world together. Melvin 
and Bennett Riffel vacationing first in Australia and Somalia and were 
headed to Ethiopia with the 155 others who died in the crash Sunday. A 
family friend says Melvin’s wife was also on vacation with the brothers but 
came back to the states after their visit to Australia. The two brothers are 
Redding natives and graduated from Shasta High and were the only 
children of their parents. There’s a go fund me page set up for Melvin’s wife 
for expenses related to the accident.

Stolen items have been found by the California Highway Patrol’s Clear Lake 
Area office after a drug related arrest. A woman from Santa Rosa in a van 
hanging around an area in Upper Lake where there had been multiple 
thefts. Community members in Upper Lake started a patrol group due to the 
recent thefts, seeing suspicious vehicles and other issues. They saw the 
suspicious white van and another blue van loitering and told police. They 
found the white van, but nobody was inside, and found it was recently 
stolen. They also found a bunch of stolen property inside it which has been 
returned to its owners. The blue van had a sleeping woman inside, Harley 
Wilson. Cops say she had drugs on her so she was arrested with bail set at 
$20,000. She’s due in court tomorrow.

The Gov. says he’s thought long and hard and wants to stop putting people 
to death in California prisons. The Gov. expected to announce a moratorium 
on the Death Penalty as long as he’s in office. The Governor sent out a 
written statement to some in the media saying he doesn’t think a civilized 
society can claim to be a leader in the world as long as its government 
continues to sanction the premeditated and discriminatory execution of its 
people. The Governor reportedly formally announcing his decision this 
morning after his office sent an email out saying he would announce a death 
penalty moratorium via executive action.

If you want more time at the Mendocino County Museum, the hours are 
being extended one day a week. At this week’s Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors meeting, they agreed to add a couple hours on Thursday, but 
keep the rest of the days the same. And they’ve approved 
appointments/reappointments of Supervisor John Haschak as the 
Mendocino representative to the North Coast Railroad Authority, Peter 
Braudrick as long-term director of the Mendocino Coast Resource 
Conservation District, and Julie Golden to be a member of the Hopland 
Municipal Advisory Council.

Looking for a job? The Mendocino County Office of Education is having its 
annual Jobs Fair this Saturday at the Ukiah campus on Old River Road. 
There are apparently 50 job vacancies in Mendocino and Lake County 
schools. The County’s Human Resources Manager says they’re looking for 
everything from folks with clerical or accounting skills, to bus drivers and 
cooks. They’re also potentially looking for school nurses or physical 
therapists. There are more than 3,500 people employed by the school 
system. The fair is from 10 am to 2 pm.

Job seekers should register for the event by completing an application 
online at https://www.edjoin.org/MendocinoCOE. For more information, call 
(707) 467-5012.

https://www.edjoin.org/MendocinoCOE


A burglar caught after being seen on surveillance video. The Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office reports getting a call to a home in Westport last 
week. The homeowner had been away in November of 2018 and items 
worth about $300 were stolen, but the doer was caught on camera. The 
homeowner gave police pictures of the unknown person. Deputies have 
identified him as 57 year old Barry Kulmann of Westport. Kulmann found 
Sunday and arrested on suspicion of felony residential burglary. His car was 
searched and deputies say they found stolen property from the burglary on 
him. He was held on $50,000 bail in the Mendocino County Jail.Work still being done on a Lake County ordinance requiring property owners 
to take a more proactive approach ahead of wildfire seasons. At the 
Tuesday meeting of the Board of Supervisors, the board considered the 
latest draft of the “Hazardous Vegetation/Combustible Material Abatement 
Ordinance.” They’re fine-tuning what areas would require vegetation 
removal and defensible space around properties. Supervisors making some 
tweaks, but being mindful that it needs to be done quickly, ahead of the next 
wildfire season. The ordinance needs two more readings before it’s 
finalized. But the County Counsel said any amendments made would be 
best after speaking with the Chief Building Official and soon-to-be Fire 
Official.

Lakeport’s trying to find more money for more firefighters at the same time 
the Fire District is looking at a possible ballot measure to raise the district’s 
fire tax. Six firefighters were laid off last year and Measure M will be on a 
special election mail in only ballot in May. The Lake County Board of 
Supervisors approved the measure last week so it was sent to the registrar 
of voters’ for processing. If it passes, the fire district will be able to hire the 
six firefighters back and more money could be added to the reserves within 
two years.

The State of the District speech planned for the Lakeport Unified School 
District Governing Board after quite a few shakeups this past year. The 
Interim Superintendent Patrick Iaccino will update after the former 
superintendent was dismissed and demoted. Iaccino saying one of the 
things on the top of his to do list is to find a permanent superintendent. He’s 
also supposed to give an update on what’s being done with the rest of the 
Measure T bond funds. The district also has an interim business manager, 
and only one of the five board members is an incumbent, the rest have been 
on only a few months.

The Registrar of Voters position still open in Lake County, so the county’s 
reopening recruitment after the assistant Registrar who took over the main 
job, announced she too was leaving. The job posting on the county’s 
website thru the end of the month with a monthly salary between about 
$5,600 to $7,300. They’re looking for someone with as much as five years of 
experience. The interim Registrar Maria Valadez was appointed to run the 
office in December after Diane Fridley left. So she took a job in Mendocino 
County. Lake Co News reports the county made no attempt to keep her 
permanently.

There are no criminal charges being filed against PG&E regarding the 
October 2017 wildfires that swept thru Wine Country. That’s from the 
Sonoma County District Attorney, Lake County District Attorney and the 
district attorneys in Humboldt and Napa counties. They report after a lengthy 
review, they found there was insufficient evidence proving beyond a 
reasonable doubt that PG&E acted with a reckless disregard for human life, 
which is apparently a necessary standard for criminal charges. They also 
consulted with the State Attorney General’s Office before coming to the 
decision. Cal Fire did however determine the utility company’s equipment 
caused several wildfires in the four counties, then referred the reports to the 
district attorneys for review of possible filing of criminal charges.
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If you can’t get to the marijuana shop, you might be able to get it delivered in 
Lakeport. The Planning Commission is going over an application at their 
meeting tonight for eCannabis out of Danville to be allowed to deliver. The 
commission’s also going over the 2018 Year-end Report tonight.

After devastating fires in Calif. legislators will go over fire safe initiatives 
ahead of the next fire season. A joint hearing of the Senate Governance and 
Finance Committee and the Senate Natural Resources and Water 
Committee are reviewing development in some of the most fire prone 
regions and keeping residents safe in areas in the Wildland Urban Interface. 
Senator Mike McGuire the Chair of the Senate Natural Resources and 
Water Committee and the Senate Governance and Finance Committee co-
leading the meeting this morning which is being livestreamed at 
www.senate.ca.gov. More information on the hearing can be found at 
https://sgf.senate.cao.gov.

2 people from the North Bay are part of a group of 50 people indicted in a 
massive college admissions scandal where bribes were taken for college 
admission. The scandal widely reported on after a couple of Hollywood 
actresses were implicated, Lori Loughlin and Felicity Huffman. Federal 
prosecutors out of Boston say wealthy parents committed fraud and 
conspiracy on behalf of their kids, some of whom reportedly didn’t even 
know. As much as $25 million spent bribing college staffers to call them 
athletic recruits even when they didn’t play that sport, or to help proctor their 
college entrance exams, or correct errors on them. Agustin Huneeus Jr., 
president of Napa Valley’s Huneeus Vintners, and Marci Palatella, CEO of a 
Burlingame-based liquor distribution company were implicated. Their kids 
got into USC.

The Sonoma State University President speaking to congress, retracing the 
events of October 2017, when she lost her house in the Tubbs Fire. Judy 
Sakaki spoke to a congressional panel in Washington Tuesday saying how 
she ran barefoot away from the fire which was burning in the middle of the 
street in her neighborhood of Fountain Grove, holding her husband’s hand. 
She spoke before the House Subcommittee on Select Revenue Measures 
on temporary tax measures which are set to expire. She was there to 
support tax relief for victims of natural disasters, saying any supportive 
policy change would make a difference. Congressman Mike Thompson is 
the chairman of the House subcommittee. He says the President’s “Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act” cut or severely curtailed the personal casualty tax 
deduction for losses from wildfires and other natural disasters.

High winds take a large pine tree down into a house. The tree otherwise 
said to be healthy, rotten inside, so the 35- to 40-foot tall pine tree fell on a 
house in the 1500 block of Elm St. in Ukiah. The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority 
Division Chief says it’s a rare occurrence and it’s a reminder if there’s a tree 
on your property of concern, to have an arborist look at it. The tree came 
down after relentless rain the last few months.

A multimillion dollar lawsuit filed after the death of a man in the Mendocino 
County Jail has been settled. James Neuroth of Laytonville, the brother of 
Steven Neuroth of Ukiah sued for wrongful death after his brother died at 
the jail in June of 2014 after he was arrested. Now the county’s insurance 
company will pay $3 million to the brother, a medical services contractor for 
the jail will pay $1.5 million and the city of Willits is paying another $500,000 
for a total of $5 million dollars to James Neuroth. Also the Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office has to go thru Crisis Intervention Team training and 
there will be other changes to jail policies. Also, the Willits Police Dept. has 
to also go thru crisis intervention training for cops will have to wear body 
cameras. Willits Police were the arresting officers.

http://www.senate.ca.gov/
https://sgf.senate.cao.gov/


No body’s been found in a pond in Covelo where a search was done for a 
missing woman. Khadijah Britton last seen in February of 2018 and there 
had been rumors her body might have been in the pond on Round Valley 
Indian Tribal land. Apparently a police dog showed interest in the pond. The 
pond was drained with several large water pumps Monday and the dogs 
went into the pond Tuesday. No human remains were found in the pond. 
The Sheriff’s office says the case is still open and they’re still investigating. 
Britton disappeared after being seen being held at gunpoint by her ex 
boyfriend Reggie Fallis who’s behind bars for gun violations.

There may be a shorter sport and commercial salmon season. The Pacific 
Fishery Management Council has announced season alternatives where 
they’re taking public input as well. They’re finalizing the season when they 
meet in mid April. The commercial season along the Mendocino and 
Humboldt coasts between Point Arena and Horse Mountain would be a 
week less than last year and the sport season would be almost a month 
shorter including a two-fish daily limit and a minimum size of 20 inches. 
They’re also considering alternative sport seasons. It’s all to protect 
Sacramento River fall and winter Chinook, and California coastal Chinook 
runs.

A man accused of setting the Clayton and several other fires will stand trial. 
The judge in the case against Damin Pashilk ruled at his preliminary hearing 
that he would stand trial for the fires in 2015 and 16. He had nearly 2 dozen 
charges against him. Several law enforcement officers and fire investigators 
were called to the stand, mostly from Cal Fire. They had Pashilk under 
surveillance more than a year. A summary of evidence was presented in the 
case as an exhibit. The Clayton fire destroyed 300 structures around the 
Lower Lake area, including almost 200 homes. After his car was confiscated 
investigators reporting finding matches and lighters and many pieces of 
paper and paper napkins, and a twisted napkin similar to one found to have 
started one fire in Aug. of 2016. He’s due back in court in two weeks.

The Lakeport Fire Protection District considering selling the Finley fire 
station. At their meeting earlier this week, the board was considering ways 
to tighten the budget, with that as one option. The fire station not used as 
such for about 2 decades and is used by the Clearlake Gleaners for a food 
program. But there’s also talk of using the station again and keeping some 
equipment there could apparently bring down insurance rates for area 
residents. But the Gleaners may also be interested in buying the building 
too. The rent on the building is $360 a month. The discussion on the matter 
to continue.

The Governor has made it official, announcing a moratorium of the death 
penalty by executive order. Some supporting the Governor’s action 
yesterday, but others who are family members of victims say they’re upset. 
Marc Klaas is one of them, his daughter Polly murdered in Petaluma in the 
early 90’s, in a case that drew national attention. He said a little bit of him 
died when he found out. Some also saying it goes against the will of voters. 
But others say it’s a good first step to address the failures of the country’s 
biggest death row. A fourth of the entire nation’s deathrow inmates are in 
Calif. The order gave the 737 inmates on deathrow a reprieve.



The results of an investigation into one of the biggest fires ever in Calif. 
shows power lines caused the fire. The Thomas fire in Ventura and Santa 
Barbara Counties caused by Southern California Edison power lines that 
sparked in high winds in December of 2017. The fire killed two people and 
burned more than 440 square miles. The investigation shows the power 
lines arced, causing hot, burning molten material to come onto the ground. 
There were two separate fires that burned together and investigators say 
Southern California Edison was responsible for both ignitions. They had 
acknowledged their equipment probably sparked one of the two fires, but 
said they weren’t responsible.

There’s a new mayor in Fairhaven, Vermont, Lincoln the goat. Lincoln got 
13 votes and was sworn in Tuesday and then relieved himself in front of the 
town. No worries as the police chief quickly swept the mess up. The goat 
barely winning over Sammie Viger, the dog. The Samoyed won 11 votes. 
There were 53 ballots cast and 16 animals ran for office. Some of the 
others, Sassy the cat, Stella the dog and a gerbil named Crystal. The town 
using the gimmick as a way to raise money, it was $5 to submit a pet for 
office.

A man in Fort Bragg’s arrested vandalism and burglary charges. Deputies 
stopped a car last Saturday night for a mechanical violation and find Aron 
Hernandez, the passenger in the car, who they knew was wanted for a 
felony arrest warrant for Vandalism and Burglary. They say the arrested him, 
he was being held on $25,000.00 bail.

A man with visible injuries leads police to arrest a woman in Potter Valley 
after a domestic disturbance. Cops get a call last Wednesday and say 
Samantha Mendez was drunk and causing a disturbance. They found the 
two were out drinking together and went to bed, then two hours later, 
Mendez starting yelling at her boyfriend. Not sure why, police say she then 
bit the man causing visible injuries to his forearm, he pushed her away in 
self-defense. She’s arrested for Felony Domestic Violence Battery and was 
being held on $25,000.00 bail

A man with a pocket knife in Fort Bragg’s been arrested for threats on 
another man. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept reports getting a call to 
a possible stabbing. The victim taken to a hospital in a car, deputies met the 
victim at Mendocino Coast District Hospital. They say the victim had been 
standing outside a building and Trevor Roycroft approached him with a 
pocket knife in his hand, yelling at him about money. The two previously 
knew each other as the victim allowed Roycroft to live on his property in a 
van. Deputies say Roycroft misplaced some money and thought the victim 
took it. He denies it, but Roycroft then hit him in the stomach with the knife 
and took off. He had a deep stab wound. Roycroft later arrested found 
sleeping in the van. The knife was found with him and he’s charged with 
assault with deadly weapon other than a firearm and held on $30,000.00 
bail.

A teen in Covelo accused of abusing an older man so he’s arrested. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office gets a call to an assault in the 22000 
block of Covelo Refuse Road. Deputies say the older man was the victim of 
an assault and had multiple visible injuries on his face. They say Emergene 
Phillips had kicked him in the face several times. He was questioned in the 
matter, but cops say there was a witness who corroborated the assault. 18 
year old Phillips arrested for assault and elder abuse and booked on 
$50,000.00 bail.
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A woman out hiking in the Brooktrails area gets lost and calls the Sheriff’s 
Office. Deputies say the lost hiker was in the area of Goose Road near 
Ridge Road when she went west for an hour, became disoriented and 
couldn’t find her way back to the roadway. She found an excavator along a 
timber road, using it for shelter while waiting for help and talked to 
dispatchers for several hours to help direct them her way. Then the 
Brooktrails Fire Department helped and found the excavator, but the hiker 
left. She was found later using a whistle. She was found to be okay, 
unharmed

The Ranch Fire burn area is still closed as forest officials say it’s too 
dangerous after recent rains. The Forest Order says the gates will stay 
locked to enforce the closure until July 1st. There’s a lot of work to do in the 
area so it’s safe. The order calls the area immense. The Forest Supervisor 
says the wet winter is delaying efforts to start hazard tree management work 
so they can drive around in the fire area. There’s flooding, debris flows, 
hazard trees and loss of ingress and egress along roads, trails, recreation 
areas, and facilities. Those who violate the order face a $5,000 fine, six 
months in jail or both.

There’s a new city manager in Clearlake. As Greg Folsom prepares to leave 
at the end of the month, his right hand person, Alan Flora will take over. The 
City Council and public members said goodbye to Folsom yesterday, then 
later in the night, the council voted unanimously for Flora to be the next city 
manager, effective March 28th. Flora’s been the assistant city manager and 
finance director and has been a deputy administrative officer for Lake 
County and worked in Mendocino County as assistant CEO. Folsom is 
headed to Suisun City to be their new City Manager. Flora’s getting a three-
year deal with a possible extension of two more years.

Some Lake County offices are staying closed Fridays after the Board of 
Supervisors extended the policy for six months more. The vote was 
unanimous to continue the closures requested by County Administrative 
Officer Carol Huchingson. She first requested the action last summer as a 
pilot program for six months so county departments could work on backlogs 
because of the job vacancy rate. There will be some days where the offices 
are open, the first, June 28th. The County’s job vacancy rate is at 22 
percent currently. It was at 20 percent when the board first approved the 
closure pilot program.

The new Clearlake Animal Control Officer and a promoted cop take the oath 
of office. Sgt. Ryan Peterson and Animal Control Officer Willow Goldtooth 
sworn in to their positions. Sgt. Peterson’s been with Clearlake Police for 12 
years or so. Lake Co News reports he’s gained a reputation of being one of 
the top detectives in Lake County. And Goldtooth was a part time Animal 
Control Division kennel technician until now.

Massive fire cut work being done by Cal Fire. Several areas have been 
identified as needing fire breaks in Lake County. One in the Rivieras said to 
be one of the most dangerous if a wildfire breaks out, because of limited 
evacuation routes. There are four fire breaks, of around 300-feet each being 
built in the Rivieras. They’re also constructing another to run the entire 11-
mile length of Bottle Rock Road. The Record Bee reports there are now 
permanent professional firefighters year-round for fuel reduction work. As 
many as 4 dozen firefighters working on projects around the county.



A man from Potter valley accused in a fatal hit and run last November in 
court. Kirk Hamilton appeared for dates to be set in his trial. And he 
requested a new lawyer who filed and got a continuance. A second man 
charged with Hamilton, Phillip Harrison also charged with hit and run with 
death, vehicular manslaughter without gross negligence, destroying 
evidence and providing false information to an officer. He pleaded not guilty 
to all of the charges. Hamilton accused of driving his water truck into 
Carpenter’s car, and cops say then he and Harrison conspired to make the 
story different than fact. Harrison’s preliminary hearing is tentatively set for 
April 24th.

An approval for food trucks in Fort Bragg. The City Council adjusted some of 
the wording in the recently passed food truck ordinance. The Advocate 
reports the Community Development Director telling council members a 
couple of food truck businesses wanted to open immediately and there were 
members of the public and business owners who spoke at Monday night’s 
meeting, some concerned about downtown parking, others looking at 
relaxing some of the rules of the current food truck ordinance, like closing 
time. So now food trucks can stay open thru 2:30 AM to capture the bar 
crowd at closing, new locations are opened up and there’s a limit on loud 
music. It still needs a final vote.

The latest budget being worked on in the city of Fort Bragg showing rising 
pension payments. The mid-year budget review and work session held last 
week with a focus on the three major operating funds – general, water and 
wastewater enterprise. The workshop revealing just over 3 million in the 
general fund balance. There was about $9.2 in revenue and expenditures at 
$9.5 million with the ending balance in June at just under $3 million. The 
amount on pensions for employees to be spent in the new budget at 
$707,000 but next year it will jump to more than $931,000, then more than 
$1 million by fiscal year 2020/21. The City Manager has previously said 
they’re working on ways to reduce the budget and help with rising pension 
costs.

School may start late on Wednesdays in Fort Bragg. The School District is 
considering changing from early release to late start. The item first 
considered in January. Now the Schools Superintendent Becky Walker says 
they’re investigating further. There are currently 39 early release 
Wednesdays, and school staff says if they instead switch to a late start it 
would help their budget, namely the Kudos after-school program and 
nutrition services. The Kudos budget is going over the grant money they get 
by $60,000, but a late start would cut 70 to 80 hours of staff time so they 
wouldn’t have to cut into the general fund. And since kids would not leave 
early, the lunch program sales would rise. Some parents are against the 
idea though, but there wasn’t a lot of public comment at the last school 
board meeting.

A man in Fortuna busted for an attempted murder in Oregon. Derek Ray 
Johnson arrested Tuesday where he was hiding at a house. Police say he 
tried to run out a back door but police were waiting outside. He was taken to 
the Jackson County jail on a no-bail fugitive warrant for the attempted 
murder in Medford. Medford Police helped with his arrest along with the 
United States Marshals Service, Jackson County Sheriff’s Office, and 
Central Point Police Department. Kym Kemp dot com reports this task force 
specializes in finding and arresting fugitives wanted for offenses including, 
but not limited to, murder, assault, sex crimes, failure to register as a sex 
offender, firearm violations, and probation violations.



Plowshares is expanding feeding the needy on Saturdays. The nonprofit 
feeding those less fortunate in their Community Dining Room. They also 
take out the daily Meals-on-Wheels for disabled seniors, delivering more 
than 200 free, hot, nutritious meals a day. The Saturday lunches will also be 
in their dining room and Meals on Wheels will also go out on Saturdays and 
Sundays. It’s the first time in their history they’ve provided Meals on Wheels 
seven days a week. They’re working now to provide meals in the dining 
room on Sundays too. The nonprofit has new leadership after going through 
five directors in eight years. Former Director Mary Buckley is the interim 
director. She’s been a Plowshares board member and executive director 
over 14 years total.

For more information about the executive director job opening, or to donate 
or volunteer for Plowshares, contact Mary Buckley at PlowsharesED or 707-
462-8582.

A town in Australia graced with a giant bong, but some don’t want to see it. 
A local resident who makes bongs, you know the thing to smoke weed out 
of, says he just loves making bongs, using such things as dolls, plastic 
lobsters, vases and even exhaust pipes. Then he moved to the town of 
Woodenbong, south of Queensland and started making wooden bongs. He 
built one at just under five feet tall, saying it would bring a ton of tourists to 
town. But he’s got mixed response so he’s started a petition to get more 
support to display it out in the open. Those against say it goes against the 
culture of the town, Woodenbong, not the literal meaning apparently.

Several explosions at a home in hills above Ukiah. The Press Democrat 
reports fire crews went out to a remote area this morning with police to 
investigate. There were unconfirmed reports of a home off Orr Springs Road 
fully engulfed in flames when emergency responders got there this morning 
around 8. The newspaper reports the Cal Fire Howard Forest Station from 
Willits, City of Ukiah Fire, Redwood Valley-Calpella Fire and Cal Fire were 
all responding. Also deputies from the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office 
and officers from Cal Fire’s prevention division got a call to the scene too. 
The incident is being called non-criminal, so some of the officers were called 
back.

A judge in Sacramento County Superior Court is saying no to the state 
Department of Water Resources’ asking for parts of lawsuits over the 
Oroville Dam crisis to be stricken. The state reportedly trying to get parts of 
the language in the lawsuit taken out so they wouldn’t be considered in court 
including racist actions, sexual harassment and petty theft by agency 
employees. Lawyers for several plaintiffs arguing the charges were relevant 
related to the spillway failure and subsequent evacuations in February 2017. 
A lawyer for plaintiffs says a toxic workplace culture at the dept. cannot be 
ignored. The lawsuits have a tentative trial date of June 2020.

A man busted in Fort Bragg for driving drunk and crashing into a UPS truck. 
Police say a CHP officer saw the crash February 27th and found Herbert 
Engel didn’t stop for a stop light at the intersection of N. Main Street and 
Elm Street. They say he went into the intersection even though there was a 
red light and barely missed a CHP Officer waiting to turn, then crashed into 
the UPS truck. There was minor damage to the UPS truck and major 
damage to Engel’s car. But no injuries were reported. Engel was found to be 
under the influence of alcohol, including having open containers of booze in 
the car. After field sobriety tests were done, Engel was arrested Driving 
Under the Influence.
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A man found with cuts on his face busted in Fort Bragg for a ripoff. Police 
say they got a call February 28th to The Outdoor Store for a burglary in 
progress. They found Jeremiah Eckel leaving the store carrying 
merchandise. They say they immediately arrested him, then took him to the 
hospital for the lacerations he had because he forced entry into the store by 
tossing a rock thru a window. Cops say he then stole a bunch of 
merchandise thru the broken window. He was taken to jail after being 
medically cleared by the hospital. Police say he showed signs of a possible 
mental health illness and being under the influence of a controlled 
substance while being arrested.

Attracting new residency doctors… Adventist Health Ukiah Valley has a 
party for its Family Medicine Residency Program Friday announcing six new 
residency doctors. They’ve also raised more than a million dollars to develop 
the program. They say they’re hoping to bring in family medicine doctors for 
graduate medical training, and hopefully keep some doctors in the 
community. The president of Adventist Health says they had more than 600 
people apply for the residency program. The six new trainees will start their 
training in June. They’ll spend the first year at UC Davis then their second 
and third years in Ukiah. And their home base for the program is Adventist 
Health Ukiah Valley.

A coastal cleanup event on World Water Day to help those along the 
Russian River after recent flooding. This coming Saturday the meetup at 9 
a.m. at Goat Rock State Beach near Jenner or North Salmon Creek Beach 
via Bodega Dunes Campground in Bodega Bay. It’s from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at various beaches around the mouth of the Russian River. It hit its highest 
level since 1995 during the heavy rains last month. There was another 
debris pickup day last month where more than 3,000 pounds of trash was 
collected from the beaches around Jenner.

More information is available at https://bit.ly/2Obymi4.

The only local link to Pearl Harbor celebrated a birthday this weekend. Alice 
Darrow turned 100 on Saturday. She had a party in Clearlake. She’s 
originally from Tehama County. The Navy nurse, according to the Press 
Democrat, is Lake County’s last living link to Pearl Harbor. Relatives from 
across the county came to see Darrow, neighbors and friends for her 
shindig. She’s been part of the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association and has 
done many presentations on the Dec. 7th, 1941 attack. The newspaper 
reports former sailor and union truck driver Bill Slater of Lakeport, the last 
known Pearl Harbor veteran in Lake or Mendocino counties died two years 
ago.

A woman from Gualala stabbed and another’s behind bars. Deputies get a 
call to the victim, in the hospital who says she was assaulted because of a 
love triangle. The victim says she only knew her attacker’s name as 
Veronica. And says Veronica stabbed her in the lower abdomen. Deputies 
say her wound was consistent with her story. She was taken to an out of 
county hospital, then deputies went to Gualala and Point Arena to 
investigate further and found Veronica Lopez in Stewarts Point, in Sonoma 
County. Cops say she was found with evidence they say connected her to 
the crime and taken to jail on $35,000.00 bail.

A man from Fort Bragg busted after cops connect him to a burglary. 
Deputies watching Richard Strazi and saw him stealing property worth more 
than $950.00 and arrested him. He’s on probation too, so he’s held for 
grand theft and violation of probation and held on $15,000.00 bail.

https://bit.ly/2Obymi4


A woman from Ukiah arrested for attempted kidnapping. Deputies say they 
got a call to an apartment building and were told a woman was seen in the 
parking lot of the complex holding a seven year old’s hand, leading them 
away. The family apparently saw and were screaming for the boy who was 
able to pull his hand away. The woman took off. The family says they think 
the woman was trying to take their boy. They gave police a physical 
description and digital evidence, then patrolled the area a while and found a 
woman matching the description. Demetrie Rose Pike was arrested for 
kidnapping and held on $250,000.00 bail.

The sound of shots fired had Fort Bragg Police out Friday to a report a car 
was hit by bullets. When cops got there they found the person who called 
showing them their car was hit by bullets. They also found a home in the 
area was hit twice. Nobody in the house was hurt. Police canvassed the 
neighborhood finding evidence to be examined. But they say they’re unsure 
what a motive might have been or who did it. They’re asking anyone who 
may have seen anything to call police.

A man in Clearlake accused of beating and robbing another man will stand 
trial. The court found Paul John Mendez had enough evidence against him 
in his preliminary trial, that his case go to a jury trial. He’s charged with 
battery with serious bodily injury, robbery and assault with a deadly weapon 
with likely gross bodily injury for the attack last December on Nicholas 
Vining. Because of the severity of the victim’s injuries, Vining was at an out 
of area hospital for a time in an induced coma. He was interviewed in the 
case after he awoke. Mendez was also on parole for sexual battery and is a 
registered sex offender with ankle monitoring. But a second suspect, 
Charles Drake, also arrested. He’s due in court next week. Mendez trial will 
be in June.

Lake County ordering new voting equipment for the Registrar of Voters 
Office and deputies making more money under consideration by the Board 
of Supervisors. The meeting tomorrow morning where the board will 
consider a staff request for the new voting equipment from a company in 
Austin, TX at a cost of just over $275,000. The interim registrar of voters, 
County Administrative Officer Carol Huchingson asked the board in January 
to consider the new equipment. Apparently the system in place now is from 
1983 and no longer supported. The board also considering a side letter with 
the Lake County Deputy Sheriffs Association for on call deputies to be paid. 
The Sheriff with the request due to staffing shortages.

More money needed to finish the Lakeport solar project. The city council will 
consider more funds for the project at their meeting tomorrow, plus there will 
be a closed door evaluation of the city manager, Margaret Silveira and a 
negotiation with the Lakeport Police Officers Association. Lake Co News 
reports the Community Development Director Kevin Ingram asking for the 
city manager to sign a contract change order to finish the citywide solar and 
energy efficiency retrofit project which includes new lights at Library Park 
and along Main St. The reason for the contract change, the recent 
acquisition of the old Bank of America Building. The changes will cost about 
$87,000.

A home burns in the Tubbs Fire burn area. The home in west Santa Rosa 
damaged last night and folks who lost their home in the fatal 2017 Tubbs fire 
were displaced once again. The home on Peterson Lane on fire in a back 
bedroom. Those inside reported heavy smoke. Firefighters went to the 
scene and cut holes in the roof to contain the fire to that bedroom. But the 
whole house suffered smoke damage. No word what caused the fire, which 
caused about $80,000 in damage.
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The giant poppy bloom so popular, a crowd the size of Disneyland was 
reported in the area. Tens of thousands of people showed up this weekend. 
Lake Elsinore officials stopped the city’s shuttle service then closed the 
viewing due to the available resources. So the Lake Street and Nichols 
ramps were completely closed. On their official Instagram account, the town 
officials said the traffic this weekend was unbearable. They’re now trying to 
figure out what to do next weekend. The Mayor posting a bunch of videos 
on his Facebook page yesterday one showing cars being ticketed for illegal 
parking, another showing the massive blanket of orange poppies, and a 
crowd of visitors and portable toilets that the mayor said couldn’t be cleaned 
fast enough due to crews getting stuck in traffic.

Some environmentalists none too happy about bulldozers being used to 
stop a wildfire in Northern California. Firefighters United for Safety, Ethics, & 
Ecology says the dozers were useless. The nonprofit released a report 
showing how the dozer use in a July wildfire where eight people were killed 
didn’t add up. The organization detailed how the fire last July near Redding 
that burned 1,000 homes was tossing embers around. A bulldozer driver 
was killed in the fire and another was seriously injured. The catlines the 
dozers were cutting to stop the spread of the fire were breached by the 
flying embers and they started spot fires in hot, dry, windy conditions. Cal 
Fire has not responded to the report.

More money coming to Calif. after voters approved a bond measure which 
trickles down to potential new park development along Clear Lake’s 
shoreline. Lake Co News reports after Proposition 68, the Parks and Water 
Bond Act of 2018 was approved, 4 billion dollars became available for local 
and state parks and for flood protection, water infrastructure, environmental 
protection and habitat restoration. So the state’s accepting applications for 
grant money. The news site reports the city of Lakeport is going to apply for 
various project ideas including park development, or acquisition and 
planning and design.

Community members with questions are invited to contact the Lakeport 
Community Development Department at 707-263-5615, Extension 204, or 
email dchance.

A missing snowboarder found dead at a ski resort in Northern California. 
Danieson Crowder’s family reported the Vallejo man missing last 
Wednesday. He was boarding alone at Northstar, near Lake Tahoe. His car, 
covered in snow, was found in the parking lot at Northstar, but nobody heard 
from him in a while, so search teams assumed he was still on the mountain. 
His body was found by ski patrol. The Placer County Sheriff’s Office tweeted 
it was Crowder who was found Saturday, in a tree well. They say extremely 
high snow levels have made conditions hazardous for skiers and 
snowboarders this year.

A man accused of being the Golden State Killer and East Bay Rapist was 
apparently captured decades ago by police in Sacramento, then set free. 
The Sacramento Bee reports Joseph DeAngelo, who’s been connected to 
some of the crimes by DNA, was arrested in 1996 for a holdup at a gas 
station. Police offering Super Bowl tickets to those with outstanding warrants 
to lure them in and DeAngelo responded, spemding some time in jail, but 
the charges were dismissed. He filed a one million dollar lawsuit against the 
gas station owner. 22 years later, he was linked to more than a dozen 
murders and more than 50 rapes across the state in the 1970s and 80s. 
He’s been in the same Sacramento jail since last April.



COUNTY PARKS AND BOAT RAMP/LAUNCHING FACILITIES

LAKEPORT/KELSEYVILLE AREA

CLEARLAKE OAKS AREA

Clearlake Oaks – Boat ramp is temporarily closed due to flooding

LUCERNE AREA

Lucerne Harbor – Boat ramp is temporarily closed due to flooding

The owner of several construction companies with headquarters in 
Hayward, has been found guilty of illegally harboring and using of immigrant 
workers who came into America illegally. The U.S. Justice Department 
reports Job Torres Hernandez knowingly recruited Mexican workers and 
came to the U-S illegally. He’s accused of paying Hernandez much less 
than promised. Then when they complained, prosecutors say he threatened 
them or their family members, with physical harm, or even deportation. 
Hernandez will be sentenced in June, but has been taken into federal 
custody. He faces a decade behind bars and hundreds of thousands in 
fines.

Not to rain on your parade, but wet weather is on the way. Rain is expected 
this week and next, after flooding, swollen rivers and loads of snow, another 
slamming. The National Weather Service’s Sacramento office forecasting 
the rain coming tonight into Thursday. Then they say there’s another system 
directly after on Friday through Saturday. Then more rain Sunday after a 
brief sunny morning. Temperatures will also be lower, in the 40’s and low 
50’s.  The flood warning in Lake County continues with Clear Lake at more 
than 9 feet Rumsey, flood stage.

Lakeside County Park – Entire park (to include boat ramps) is closed until 
further notice due to flooding

To combat climate change, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is 
considering putting a committee together to come up with policies and 
prepare for drought, wildfires and flooding. A staff report says the cost of 
reacting to climate change disasters is going up along with a loss of tax 
revenue, more staff time to manage states of emergency, human service 
needs, repairing environmental damage, and removing toxic debris. So if 
approved the committee would have public meetings in the County where 
they gather info and come up with solutions, address comprehensive 
climate caused disaster-preparedness, partnering with the Mendocino 
County Office of Emergency Service and Mendocino Fire Safe Council.

A man reportedly shot in the face in Humboldt County. Cops were on the 
lookout for a red charger in connection to the shooting yesterday afternoon 
on Hwy 211 near Fernbridge. They found the car, but didn’t say how it could 
be connected. The Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office reports the victim was 
taken to a hospital, but they tweeted that details were still sketchy last night.

A man accused of attempted premeditated murder in Northern Calif. and 
other serious charges found guilty. Nicholas Kistler convicted of assault with 
force likely to produce great bodily injury and resisting arrest too. He was 
also found to have personally used a deadly weapon and inflicted great 
bodily injury on the victim for the April 2017 attack where he disguised 
himself and approached the victim, hitting him in the head two times with a 
hammer. The victim’s skull was fractured.  Kistler will be sentenced April 
15th and faces 11 years to life in prison.



LIVE STREAM:

The public is invited to the Coroner’s Inquest into the Hart Family Incident. 
The family of 7 that went over the cliff in Mendocino County last spring. 
Jennifer Hart, her partner Sarah and their kids, 19 year old Markis, 16 year 
old Hannah, 14 year old Jeremiah, 14 year old Abigail and 12 year old Ciera 
all found dead. Some right after the car went over the cliff, others days or 
weeks later. The remains of 15 year old Devonte were never found. There’s 
been an ongoing investigation to figure out the circumstances around the 
deaths. Now the 2 day Coroners Inquest with the Clark County Washington 
Sheriff’s Office, California Highway Patrol and the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office. The facts will be presented to a jury and they’ll deliberate on 
the Manner of Deaths. Starts on Wednesday April 3rd and continues the 
next day too. It will be streamed live on the Sheriff’s Facebook page.

The Inquest will be Live Streamed and the viewing link will be posted on the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office Facebook page (
https://www.facebook.com/MendocinoSheriff).  Those interested in watching 
the live stream should “Like Us on Facebook” prior to the Coroner’s Inquest.

A man killed after being swept down a river near Sacramento and a little girl 
swept down another river over the weekend, still not found. Two other 
people were rescued in Los Angeles. The five year old girl slipped on some 
rocks and fell into the Stanislaus River Sunday afternoon. Her mom says 
she has autism. She and some friends and family walking in the area 
looking for Matilda and were asking the public for help because they say, 
she’s little and not aware of danger. Police say the girl was with her dad 
when it happened and he jumped in after her. A bystander also briefly 
caught the girl, but she was swept away. And 23 year old Andy Fonseca 
was found in the American River northeast of Sacramento over the weekend 
too. They say they think he was taking pictures and slipped and fell Sunday 
evening.

A man in Michigan police say was trying to make his own sandwich at a 
Subway shop on the run after ringing up orders and stealing $20.  The 
Grand Traverse County sheriff’s office says the guy told workers he worked 
at an another franchise of the sandwich shop. The workers said he couldn’t 
get behind the counter, but they say he did anyway. Deputies say he rang 
up several orders, then swiped the cash and left. They say they hope 
surveillance footage may help identify the man.

More trees coming into Middletown as part of the Valley Fire tree 
reforestation project. The project will start this weekend with its kickoff at 
Middletown Trailside Park. 3,000 seedling trees are being planted starting at 
10 a.m. Saturday. For those who want to join in on the planting day, there’s 
free lunch and water, which is all being sponsored by Middletown Rotary 
and the Lake County Parks Department. And ponderosa pine seedlings are 
being provided by the Lake County Resource Conservation District. The 
Middletown Rotary President says it’s a community wide project to, quote 
“bring life back to this fire stricken area”.

To participate, contact Crothers at kathey59@gmail.com or call 707-355-
0393 or show up with gloves and a shovel on March 23. All ages are 
welcome.

Middletown Trailside Park is located at 21044 Dry Creek Cutoff in 
Middletown just off Highway 175.

https://mendocinosheriff.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d58e8d47c32727a999b3dde01&id=23cb00a079&e=fed8d8a9e4
mailto:kathey59@gmail.com
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Lake County the most unhealthy in the state, and Marin is the healthiest. 
This according to the yearly County Health Rankings. The report released 
today by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the University of 
Wisconsin Population Health Institute. The report compares counties within 
states, and also shows the place where people live and how that influences 
how well and how long folks live. They look at housing as a major part of 
that. And how not having a safe, secure, and affordable home can 
contribute to poor health. San Mateo, Santa Clara, Placer and Orange 
Counties round out the top five, the bottom are Lake, Siskiyou, Modoc, 
Trinity and Plumas Counties.

The “Coffee with a Cop” event is set for Friday. If you’re interested in a little 
schmooze and a little java, it’s happening from 7 to 9 a.m. this Friday, March 
22, at Adventist Health Clear Lake Medical Center’s coffee kiosk, in 
Clearlake. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office, CHP, Lakeport Police and 
Clearlake Police are all going to be in attendance. They’ll chat with 
community members in a casual environment, looking to discuss community 
issues, build relationships and drink coffee in a neutral space. It’s part of a 
national initiative with the the U.S. Department of Justice and Office of 
Community Oriented Policing Services.

A man from San Francisco who jumped into action at the scene of a car 
crash near Willits in May of 2017 gets the Carnegie Hero award. The annual 
award given to those who risk their life to save another. It comes with a 
medal, and money. Nicholas Anderson saved five people after a Ford 
Bronco crossed the yellow lines and hit a pickup filled with a family from 
Eureka family and their young friend headed to Disneyland. Their SUV 
caught fire they were in and Anderson stopped, finding the filled SUV with 
fire coming out of it. He and another man ripped the truck’s read doors out 
and helped everyone out.

In order to be more efficient Mendocino County is changing up their 
Cannabis Management structure. The County reports after creating their 
Cannabis Program Unit as part of the Department of Agriculture for the 
County’s Cannabis Cultivation Program they found some changes needed 
to be made. Now they’ll move it from the Agriculture Dept. to the 
Department of Planning and Building Services. The County reports it will 
create a one-stop shop for inquiries and permit processing for all cannabis 
related issues. They say it will be a more streamlined department with 
higher quality and more coordinated service delivery. The Agricultural 
Commissioner says it will help reduce the amount of trips folks make for 
permits, and a more cost effective approach.

Lawmakers in California introducing the first ever bill to ban toxic chemicals 
in makeup and other cosmetics. Right now, it’s legal for companies to sell 
cosmetics containing dangerous chemicals in Calif. – as long as they list 
them on the label and report them to the state. Assembly Bill 495 would 
make it illegal to sell them if they contain mercury, lead, formaldehyde, 
asbestos, phthalates (THAHL-ates), even Teflon – any of about 20 items 
from California’s list of Prop 65 toxics. Susan Little with the Environmental 
Working Group says these substances can be quite harmful.

:05 "We know that they interfere with the reproductive system, we know that 
they alter hormone levels, and we know that they are neurotoxins."

Last year, Claire’s stores declared bankruptcy after a report from the 
California Public Interest Research Group found asbestos in some of the 
makeup it sold. The cosmetics industry has lobbied heavily against bills at 
the federal level to regulate its products, although 40 other nations have 
adopted lists of chemicals that are banned in cosmetics.



Little says the F-D-A claims it doesn’t have the power to require recalls or 
take direct action – so in essence, the feds trust the cosmetics industry to 
police itself.

:16 "In fact, there was a press release the FDA just issued that directly 
states that, when it comes to cosmetics, the FDA holds little authority. And 
this is their quote: ‘Currently, there are no legal requirements for any 
cosmetic manufacturer marketing products to American consumers to test 
their products for safety.’"

The Environmental Working Group has tested a large number of products 
and rated them for safety. You can see the group’s “Skin Deep” database on 
its website, at ‘ewg.org/skindeep.’

A resolution for the Ukiah City Council to consider at their next meeting to 
reaffirm a small patch of wetlands near the new Costco has sensitive 
habitat, closed to the public. City staff apparently getting reports from 
concerned citizens about the area just south of the Costco gas station on 
Airport Park Boulevard, damaged due to traffic, overnight campers and litter 
in Wetlands Park. The wetlands being protected as Open Space, per the 
Planning Commission. It used to be a stormwater management area, then 
grew into wetlands. But the term open space is intended for a natural 
resource, which this is not. Talk now about putting up signs to identify the 
area as wetlands. The matter tonight at the regular council meeting after a 
budget workshop s at 5:15 p.m.

Fees going up for Mendocino County’s deal with Cold Creek Compost. The 
Daily Journal reports an agreement for the tipping fee for Cold Creek will go 
up nearly $10 a ton starting this week. The tipping fee is to accept a unit of 
waste for disposal. The agreement between the County and Cold Creek 
doesn’t end until the end of 2022, but the agreement stipulates there could 
be a rate adjustment each January 1st. The increase to bring Mendocino in 
line with all local jurisdictions including the Sonoma County Waste 
Management Agency rate. The company says their price per ton is still the 
lowest rate in the industry, compared to several others.

There may no longer be utility poles along East Gobbi Street as the Ukiah 
City Council considers moving utilities underground like on East Perkins 
Street. The Daily Journal reports the council to consider the matter at their 
meeting tonight to install electric, phone and cable substructures from State 
Street to Orchard Avenue, Marshall Street and the 600 Block of Leslie 
Street. It would hook up to underground facilities already there. The city 
would share the cost of the project since there’s already underground 
trenches in place. It should cost about $1.4 million, with about $600,000 
paid by the Electric Utility, $200,000 from the streetlight fund and another 
$675,000 to be reimbursed by AT&T and Comcast.

A new director’s been named for the Ukiah Symphony. Dr. Phillip Semyon 
Lenberg is taking over after the last director announced he would retire after 
29 years. Lenberg has been working as a guest conductor for years across 
the country and was an apprentice conductor for the Las Vegas 
Philharmonic, the assistant conductor with Henderson Symphony Orchestra, 
a part-time instructor and guest conductor at San Francisco State 
University, and music director and assistant conductor at The University of 
Nevada Las Vegas.

http://ewg.org/skindeep


A neighborhood watch meeting in Lucerne more lively after a string of 
burglaries and other crime in the area. About 40 people attended Tuesday. 
Kevin Waycik the founder of the “Neighborhood Watch Project” hosted. 
Some ideas included putting up address reflectors and cards that have the 
phone numbers of the CHP and sheriffs deputies to deter crime. An officer 
from the Lake County Sheriff’s Office and another out of the CHP in 
Clearlake were at the meeting. They told the crowd they had to help them, 
staying alert and watching even as they patrol the area.

A three car crash between Nice and Lucerne ends with major injuries for 
one driver who had to be airlifted out of the area. It happened yesterday 
morning on Highway 20. Duane Roork of Willits headed west on the 
highway and veered over onto the other side of the highway for unknown 
reasons. Another driver in a semi, headed east swerved out of the way, but 
crashed into Roork. That pushed Roork’s car over the double yellow lines 
back to the westbound lane and it crashed into a pickup. The semi driver 
and pickup driver had minor injuries and were treated at the scene, but 
Roork had a broken ankle and punctured lung. The CHP reports fatigue was 
a contributing factor as a cause for the crash.

It’s raining some more and Library Park in Lakeport, which closed last month 
because of flooding, will stay closed. Continuing rising water and needed 
repairs have the park closed indefinitely. The Lakeport Public Works 
Director told the Lakeport City Council people are still walking thru the park, 
and that’s damaging it more because the grass is so saturated. He says 
other areas of the city are being reopened as water recedes, including the 
last section of Lakeshore Boulevard, which was covered by floodwater and 
a ton of debris. The Esplanade Street area is still closed, it’s been nearly a 
month.

North Coast Congressmen Mike Thompson and Jared Huffman say FEMA’s 
granted an extension of the Direct Temporary Housing Program after the 
October 2017 wildfires. The affordable housing program supporting 
homeowners and renters who lost their homes in the fires. The two 
Congressmen had asked FEMA for the extension this month, saying 
affordable housing was already a challenge before the tragic October 2017 
fires, then the loss of homes and property exacerbated the shortage. The 
Direct Temporary Housing Program will go thru the middle of July for owners 
and mid May for renters.

More people in America say they think marijuana should be legal. According 
to a new report from the General Social Survey. It shows support for legal 
marijuana was at 61 percent in 2018, up from 57 percent a year before. The 
report said to be a widely respected trend survey that has looked at support 
for legal marijuana since the 1970s. The report showing more people 
backing the legalization in all age groups and political parties. It’s also 
apparently the first time a majority of Republicans supported the legalization 
of cannabis, 54 percent, up from 45 percent in 2016. 76% of Democrats now 
favor legalization.

Butte County warning of an already major uptick in ticks. The Butte County 
Mosquito and Vector Control District says tick season has begun in earnest 
so they’re out with a warning for hikers, campers and all outdoor enthusiasts 
to watch out for the tiny pest. The control district manager says there are 
easy steps to take to prevent a “potentially lifelong, debilitating disease”, 
he’s talking Lyme Disease or Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever. The district 
has found more western black-legged ticks as of late, they’re more 
commonly referred to as deer ticks, the known carrier for Lyme disease.
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A man from Florida busted for throwing a bowl of pancake batter at a 
woman making dinner. Cops say Dwayne Zimmerman had a bit too much to 
drink and went out onto his porch where the woman was cooking the 
pancakes, insulted her and tossed a cooking pan then picked up a bowl of 
batter and tossed that at her. He missed, but broke the bowl and she got 
splattered. He was then arrested on a felony battery charges.

An auto repair shop gets its permit to open in Ukiah. The Planning 
Department said yes for Jeff Yokum of Willits, for an auto body shop that will 
perform repairs, towing and car rental services in a now empty 7,000 sq. 
foot building on Talmage Road at Airport Park Boulevard. There used to be 
a muffler shop, welding shop and a towing company at the location, which 
closed late last year. Yokum has another auto body business in Willits which 
he’s been operating since 1991. The building will share the aesthetic of the 
neighborhood. There’s a condition on the permit approval, that since it’s a 
visible location, drawings of the design had to be submitted to staff. And 
since that happened, the plan doesn’t have to go to the Design Review 
Board.

A Climate Action Advisory Committee has been approved by the Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors. The board meeting with a large audience of 
community members who wanted to see the climate committee become 
reality. The Climate Action Advisory Committee will also have public 
meetings, partner with the Mendocino County Office of Emergency Service 
and Mendocino Fire Safe Council, and come up with priority projects to work 
on lowering GHG emissions and to increase carbon storage, help develop a 
climate-caused disaster preparedness plan, and get community members 
involved in planning too. The committee will work to get community and 
public support, and find ways to prioritize gas emissions reduction and 
carbon storage projects, and explore potential funding sources.

A unanimous vote for more leeway for cannabis growers in Lake County. 
The Board of Supervisors approving the second reading of two amendments 
to the county’s cannabis cultivation code which will happen Tuesday. The 
first to let those who want to grow marijuana to apply for permits if they’re 
enrolled in a state or regional water quality control board by October 1st. 
The second one to take out language from the existing code requiring those 
who apply to get a certification of compliance with Lake County marijuana 
cultivation code before being considered for early activation. The community 
development department is also reportedly working to streamline the 
permitting process.

Three people who lost their homes in the October 2017 fires filing a class 
action lawsuit against some companies who were doing debris cleanup. The 
plaintiffs filing suit against Ashbritt International and Tetra Tech on behalf of 
residents in Sonoma, Mendocino, Napa and Lake Counties saying the two 
government-chosen firms permitted debris haulers to take out too much dirt 
from their properties to make money off of it. The lawsuit apparently outlines 
how the Army Corp of Engineers hired contractors and subcontractors who 
took out more than 2 million tons of debris after the wildfires and over-
excavated with the intention to capitalize on it.

California is calling the National Guard back from the border so they can be 
prepared to help ahead of the next wildfire season. More than 100 California 
National Guard troops are going to get 11 days of training on using shovels, 
rakes and chain saws to thin trees and brush. Cal Fire reports they’ll be 
divided in teams that will travel across the state to clear and reduce trees 
and brush. Former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger brought in National Guard 
troops as firefighters in 2008 for lightning started fires.



New voting machines coming to Lake County. The Board of Supervisors 
approved the touch-screen vote counting machine. The current voting 
system has been place since 1983 and is no longer serviced. The new 
equipment will cost the city more than $275,000 for which the County will 
pay half of and the state will pay the other half. The money from the state as 
part of a requirement that outdated voting systems be replaced by 2020. 
The state had put aside $134 million for matches of this kind. All counties in 
the state have to get new voting systems which will meet new testing and 
certification standards by the March 3, 2020 presidential primary election.

The state of Calif. has its first wildfire technology summit. After last year’s 
deadly wildfires, lawmakers, policymakers, scientists, fire officials, and tech 
experts and companies came from across the state, nation and beyond at 
Sacramento State University. The summit after two years of devastating 
wildfires in California that killed 138 people. Some of the items discussed 
include: how technology might help in forecasting, prediction and prevention 
of wildfires, and ways to improve response, decision- making and 
communication with first responders and the public. IBM, the California 
Office of Emergency Services, Sacramento State University, UC San Diego 
were on the steering committee for the event.

A famous chef has donated $100,000 to Butte Humane Society for their new 
state-of-the-art animal shelter in north Chico. The Rachael Ray Foundation 
from the TV show celeb who also has her own dog food brand, called 
Nutrish. Part of the sales from Nutrish go to her foundation for animal 
charities. The Executive Director of the Humane Society in Butte says it’s 
another step forward in their effort to try to raise $11 million to build the new 
animal shelter. It’ll be on a 10 acre parcel donated by Sierra Nevada 
Brewery founders Ken Grossman and his wife Katie Gonser.

For those looking for help with a new home after wildfires, there’s going to 
be an informational event at the Twin Pine Event Center. The event hosted 
by North Coast Opportunities and Hammers for Hope to help those who 
want to rebuild their homes after fire. The event a week from Saturday, 
March 30th all day and no appointment is needed. Hammers for Hope 
CalHome Loans have about 4 and a half million dollars for the Lake County 
rebuild effort for low-income homeowners or renters. The loans are 0 
percent interest with no payment necessary for 30 years.

For more information about CalHome Loans, call Shauna Dyer at (707) 234-
7020 or email her at info.

A man’s shot and another’s arrested after an altercation near Benbow which 
police characterize as an ongoing civil dispute. Kym Kemp dot com reports 
the shooting yesterday, but the victim’s name was not released. The 
Sheriff’s office reports the victim shot in the shoulder. They were taken to 
the hospital. They also report on their Facebook page arresting 65-year-old 
Thomas Neil Harris. Harris was booked into the Humboldt County Jail for 
attempted homicide with bail is set at $500,000.

Reports of shots fired in Fort Bragg and as police are on the way, they get 
several more reports of shots fired in the city. Many said they heard 3 to 5 
shots. When police got to the area, one person said there were bullet holes 
in their home. Police found a hole in a mirror, another on a wall. Even 
though they had reports of several shots fired, police didn’t find any more 
damage. They went around the neighborhood and confirmed there were no 
injuries. But they’ve not located who may have shot a gun, nor did they find 
any shell casings. No witnesses reported suspicious activity so a motive for 
the shooting is unknown. Cops asking anyone who may have seen or heard 
anything to call the dept. or their anonymous tip line.
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Former employees of Mendocino Brewing Company have teamed with 
investors, and are looking to re-open the old warehouse in South Ukiah after 
the company’s bankruptcy last year, bringing back Red Tail Ale and Eye of 
the Hawk. The Daily Journal reports that the beer wont actually be produced 
in the warehouse at first, but will be sold at at Crush in Ukiah and a few 
other locations in the county under the name Mendocino Beverage 
Company.

The city of Ukiah wants residents to know that a park near Costco is off 
limits, and will soon be placing signs warning trespassers to stay off 
Wetlands Park- a small area of wetlands that was never meant to be used 
by the public. Vandalism and trash dumping has become a problem 
recently, and Ukiah police plan on enforcing the no trespassing rules.

Five officers involved in a car chase and shooting that killed 48 year old GD 
Hendrix of Berry Creek have been cleared by Butte County Assistant DA 
Mike Ramsey. Police say the man, who was wanted for a parole violation, 
led them on an 8 mile pursuit through a Camp Fire evacuation zone along 
Highway 70 in November. Authorities suspect suicide by cop because 
Hendrix stepped out of his car and pointed a steel pipe at officers who 
mistook it for a gun, shooting him 22 times.

Recent rains and warmer spring weather will soon mean wildflower blooms 
that will be beautiful from a distance, but the pollen they generate will make 
for a miserable 2019 allergy season. Experts say there are allergy shots that 
can minimize the suffering, or shutting windows and doors while vacuuming 
often can keep pollen- which will travel for miles, from building up inside 
your home. Waiting to go outdoors out after rains can also reduce 
symptoms because the pollen gets washed away.

Female athletes have long been paid less than men, but that is slowly 
changing. A new bill introduced that may help bring change even faster . 
Last year, women were allowed to compete in the Global Mavericks surf 
competition after the State of California said they would only lease the land 
if women were paid the same prize monies as men. This new bill would 
expand on the idea, requiring equal purses for women and men in any 
sporting event held on state property. The bill has inspired a wider debate 
about requiring all sporting events to include opportunities for both men and 
women.

A plan to raise $140 million dollars $.95 to $10.00 at at time. Governor 
Newsom has announced a plan to tax water customers in California, and 
use the money pay for drinking water in disadvantaged communities. The 
amount of tax customers will pay would depend on their level of water 
usage. In order for the plan to be implemented, it would need to be 
approved by two thirds of lawmakers.

The application process will be streamline when the Mendocino County 
Cannabis program unit begins reporting to planning and building director 
Brent Schultz next month. Officials felt the changes were needed to make 
the process more efficient, and the hope is that by relocating the program to 
planning and building, it will help simplify the process.

The Mendocino Mental Health Treatment Act Citizens Oversight Committee 
has scheduled a meeting on Wednesday of next week to discuss Measure B 
tax funds, possible action regarding current provision of county behavioral 
health services, and other general issues. The public is welcome to address 
any issues not on the agenda scheduled for 1pm at the county 
administration center conference room C.
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Around 7:30 yesterday evening, A lake county Sheriff’s deputy was pulled 
over by 28 year old Christopher John Sorensen of Lucerne, who was driving 
a white Dodge Neon with flashing emergency lights in the grill, windshield 
and on top of the car and the words "security patrol" on the driver’s door. 
Sorensen said he was out patrolling, but further investigation showed that 
he was not acting on behalf of any community organizations- and that he 
was armed. The permit he showed the deputy was only valid when he was 
performing duties related to the permit, which he wasn’t. Now the sheriff’s 
office is reminding residents that it is illegal to carry a firearm- even if you 
are patrolling on behalf of a community organization.

There will be a cannabis cultivation permitting event in Laytonville this 
coming Tuesday. Staff from CalCannabis, CDFW and the State water board 
will be on hand along with staff from several permitting agencies answering 
questions about the permitting process. The event gets underway at 10am 
and is expected to go until 3pm

New touch screen voting machines will be purchased after an approval by 
the Lake County board of supervisors- possibly in time for the May 7th 
elections. The cost of $275,252.00 will be split by Lake County and the 
State of California. All counties statewide will be required to have voting 
systems that meet new standards mandated by the state in place by March 
2020.

Scott Wenger, the latest hire by the Ukiah Valley Sanitation District, has 
declined the $180,000 a year job as Ukiah Valley Sanitation District 
Manager, becoming the second to do so, after Alan Gardner declined the 
position last month blaming personal issues. The Daily Journal reports that 
City officials have been suggesting to the district that they consider cheaper 
paths- especially since disagreements on a budget are headed to 
arbitration. Members of the board don’t agree, and say they still feel like the 
sanitation district needs a district manager.

Camp Fire debris removal operations got back underway last week following 
a delay related to unsafe weather conditions and saturated soil. For phase I 
of clean up, over 1300 tons of metals and 91,000 tons of debris, ash and 
soil had been removed, 15,000 tons of concrete recycled, add over 8,00 
tons of contaminated soil removed. The total amount of debris removed in 
phase 1 was over 116,000 tons. Over $71 million has been approved by 
FEMA for survivors and the Small Business Administration has approved 
over 3,500 loans totaling over $390 million dollars.

A meeting on Tuesday at 9am will see the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors discuss a report for the 2018-2019 fiscal year- including stats 
on Cannabis revenue in the county, revenue forecasts and budget goals. 
The board will also discuss another meeting on April 16th to address climate 
change.

The Mendocino County Cannabis Program is expected to begin accepting 
applications from prospective growers on April 1st. Applicants will be notified 
within 15 days if the packet was finished properly. The notifications will 
include further instructions in the permitting process along with how to pay 
application fees. Applications must be turned in at a drop box at the 
Department of Planning and Building services and must include proof of 
prior cultivation, with pictures, an operations plan, property owner consent 
and more. More info at www.mendocinocounty.org.

A recall for California grown avocados over Listeria concerns. Henry 
Avocado products sold in California, Arizona and other states are included 
in the recall. Look for a sticker that says "Bravocado" with California, or 
Organic on the label. More info can be found on the company’s website- 
www.henryavocado.com/media

http://www.mendocinocounty.org/
http://www.henryavocado.com/media
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If you have an opinion on how the Ukiah Unified School district spends 
money, or what the goals of the district should be, your chance to voice 
them is on Wednesday at 5:30pm during a meeting open to teachers, 
students, parents and the community.

Governor Newsom has declared a statewide state of emergency going into 
fire season following the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection’s report listing 35 projects than can be implemented right way to 
help in fuel reduction efforts and reduce risk. The Governor has asked that 
forest management projects be hurried along, and his emergency 
declaration waives certain regulations that will help reduce the time it takes 
to implement his changes. Governor Newsom also says the way the state 
contracts for goods and technology systems will change as well.

Two new cases of measles in Chico have been connected to a cluster 
outbreak, according by health officials who would like to speak to anyone 
who may have been at The Esplanade House at 181 E Shasta Ave, 
between March 15 and March 19th. A person diagnosed in Tehama County 
had gone to a Walmart on Luther road sometime between 5-7 on March 
16th, and a Raley’s supermarket on the 18th between 6-7pm. Trips were 
also made to a Shasta county Taco bell on Old Alturas Road, Raley’s 
supermarket on Lake Boulevard, the Shasta College 800 building along with 
the Shasta College Library in Redding.

Vandals are behind a decision by park supervisors to close the Mendocino 
Lake recreation area on the north side of the lake. If the vandalism 
continues, the North Boat Ramp will likely be the next closure. Park staff 
found port o potties tipped over several times, so they anchored them down, 
but more were knocked over, so they decided those actions would have 
consequences, leading to the recreation area’s closure. Anyone with 
information is asked to call authorities.

Recent rains and constant use between Ukiah High’s football and boys & 
girls soccer teams along with Ukiah Lions Youth football has left the field in 
such bad shape, that repairs estimated at $10,000 in turf and materials 
along with five days labor are needed if the field is to be ready by the fall. 
That announcement by the Ukiah Unified School District. Once the work is 
finished, the field will need to sit as the new turf grow- a couple of months.

A trial scheduled in the case of 51 year old Aaron Douglas Burrows of 
Paradise has been cancelled following his suicide. He is accused of sexually 
abusing a minor and was facing 15 years to life in state prison and a 
mandatory lifetime registration as a sex offender. Authorities say counseling 
is being made available to his victims.

A man accused of sexually abusing a child will not go to trial after his 
suicide. The Mendocino County District Attorney’s office announced 
yesterday 51 year old Aaron Burrows had taken his own life sometime 
Sunday night or Monday morning. The man from Paradise accused of 
sexually penetrating a nine-year-old. The Mendocino County Public 
Defender’s Office was representing the man who was facing 15 years to life 
in state prison and lifetime sex registration. The case was to include 
testimony from the young victim and another possible, earlier victim. 
Arrangements reportedly being made for counseling for the two victims.



A man is dead near Trinidad after being swept away by a sneaker wave 
while vacationing with his family. It happened last Friday north of the 
Luffenholtz Beach public access. A helicopter crew from McKinleyville 
immediately went to the scene along with a lifeboat from the Coast Guard 
station in Samoa. The chopper crew spotted the man, plucked him out of the 
water and took him directly to a hospital where he was pronounced dead. 
39-year-old Andrew Machi’s family on vacation for his birthday. They say he 
was fishing on the rocks when the wave grabbed him and threw him in the 
ocean.

If you would like to help the family, click on this link to be taken to the 
family’s GoFundMe webpage:

https://tinyurl.com/y3ya5kjn

More rain set to hit, already drenched, Northern California. The National 
Weather Service’s Sacramento office forecasting a strong weather system 
with some moderate to heavy rain tonight into tomorrow. There could also 
be thunderstorms, with on and off periods of rain thru Thursday. Winds of up 
to 30 miles per hour are expected too. Conditions are expected to clear 
Friday and Saturday with more wet weather forecast Saturday night into 
Monday.

Changes get the go ahead to the Lakeport solar project from the city 
council. The Community Development Director asking the council for about 
$87,000 more to the 4.5M dollar project with ENGIE Services. There will be 
several new solar arrays, new HVAC systems and new LED lighting fixtures 
in the downtown area and at city parks. There was a contract change order 
for that 87-thousand for a larger solar array at the former Bank of America, 
tree removal at the city’s wastewater plant, and another HVAC unit. The 
larger solar array at the old bank building is not costing the city anymore 
money. The change order got unanimous approval.

A trio of students from Upper Lake High School’s Academic Decathlon team 
win medals at the state competition. Jeff Fannon, Annalise Smith and Sarah 
Williams won at last weekend’s event in Sacramento in individual speech 
therapy. The theme this year was, “The 1960s: A Transformational Decade”. 
There were nearly 70 teams and 600 students participating. Williams tied for 
first place, Fannon got second place and Smith for third in each of their 
categories. Willits High medaled as well.

Did you know there was an election today? A special primary election for 
two state legislature openings. 18 candidates are running to fill Democrat 
Ricardo Lara’s and Republican Ted Gaines Senate seats. Lara was elected 
insurance commissioner, and Gaines won a seat on the Board of 
Equalization. There shouldn’t be any runoffs if any candidate wins more 
than 50% of the vote. But if so, the top two will move on to a June 4th 
special general election.

A new report on the number of police shootings in Sacramento showing the 
deaths of black men with signs of mental illness. Back in 2016, a man was 
shot and killed by cops who had undiagnosed bipolar disorder. Then last 
fall, another African American man was killed who cops say waved a pellet 
gun at them. He had a mental health problem too and a month ago, 
Stephon Clark was previously researching suicide, according to police. He 
was killed in his grandmothers backyard. The Sacramento Community 
Police Review Commission looking to change all of that, asking police to 
post public reports every three months detailing all of their use-of-force 
incidents and change ways police use force. The Sacto City Council 
discussing possible changes at their meeting today on non-lethal force 
options like Tasers and bean bags.

https://tinyurl.com/y3ya5kjn
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More mature adults are using marijuana. A report about a senior community 
in Laguna where folks hop a bus, have lunch together, play bingo and hit 
the cannabis shop. The community very near Disneyland of folks mostly in 
their 70s and 80s. Some industry professionals call this demographic their 
fastest growing consumer base. Some marijuana shops in Colorado, where 
marijuana was first legalized recreationally, say their average customer is 
about 60 years old. Many of those interviewed for the story said they were 
ingesting edibles instead of taking opiates.

A lot of rain means a lot of mosquitoes. A warning in Southern and Northern 
Calif from Vector control offices, to brace for a busy year. In Orange County 
alone, they’re anticipating a 20 percent increase in calls and a massive 
population growth of the Aedes species. In Northern California that pest isn’t 
showing up yet, but is expected. The Sacramento-Yolo Mosquito & Vector 
Control District is warning when the weather warms up, look out. As we 
know, lather yourself up with protectant and try not to leave any stagnant 
water behind after all the winter rain. Because that they say, mixed with new 
spring blooms, makes it the perfect, storm, for the pests.

Cops on the lookout for folks dumping trash in debris piles along the 
Russian River. Sonoma sheriff’s deputies beefing up enforcement of illegal 
dumping along the river and are threatening fines and even jail time. They 
say there’s been out of area residents as well as construction companies 
taking advantage of the free debris collection after last month’s massive 
flooding. They were supposed to end the program last weekend, but it’s now 
extended until Friday. Officials say it’s offensive that people are trying to 
take advantage of the tragedy with new trash piles appearing overnight in 
people’s front yards especially on streets in Guerneville and Monte Rio. The 
Fire Chief from Monte Rio says they’ve pulled out wood, tires, batteries and 
used paint cans, with more garbage now than 2 weeks ago

All Crab fishing gear is being hauled to shore. Commercial fishermen have 
to grab their Dungeness crab traps, ropes, lines and nets a couple months 
early due to a settlement agreement between the state Department of Fish 
and Wildlife and the Center of Biological Diversity. The season is supposed 
to end officially April 15th so all gear has to be out of the ocean. It’s 
supposed to go to July, but a lawsuit filed by the Center for Biological 
Diversity a couple years ago claims the state agency violated the 
Endangered Species Act and caused sea turtles and whales to get 
entangled in lines. And besides the early end to the season, some districts, 
south of Mendocino County and in Monterey Bay will have to end next 
season even earlier, April 1st, because they’re considered “hot spots for 
whales.”

The completed Mendocino Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance is headed to the 
Department of Planning and Building Services. It was a unanimous decision 
for the board of supervisors to amend the county code so the Planning Dept. 
will now oversee Cannabis permit processing. The county says this will help 
streamline the process just ahead of the next phase of the Cannabis 
Cultivation Application submission process April 1st. There are still 800 
cannabis permit applications with the Agriculture Dept and many more are 
expected. The Mendocino County CEO Carmel Angelo says most of those 
working in the dept. will just move offices.



A community forum for the Ukiah Unified School District. The meeting 
tonight even though the schools superintendent says they normally don’t 
see a lot of people show up for the yearly event, they’re hoping to hear from 
“parents, staff, students and other community members” to brainstorm ideas 
to bolster student achievement. The school district has been trying to boost 
attendance and reading and math achievement. They’re also working on 
cracking down on vape use and bullying. The forum tonight at 5:30 p.m. at 
the UUSD office at 511 S. Orchard Ave.

A $3 million dollar loan for the Millview County Water District for well access. 
The loan from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
program so the water district can buy property for the access. The water 
district doesn’t own the water rights at four wells so they can’t service them. 
The money as a quote, “investment for infrastructure”. Previous loans in 
Mendocino County at as much as $35 million from the agency for 
homeownership and affordable apartments, business investments and re-
lending programs to increase economic development and add support for 
improved infrastructure and community facilities.

Everyone agrees to pass a hazardous vegetation abatement ordinance in 
Lake County. The Board of Supervisors voted unanimously yesterday on the 
ordinance, so now it will go into effect in 30 days. It declares hazardous 
vegetation a “public nuisance” and part of a “preventative action plan” 
against any future wildfires in Lake County. It means property owners in 
unincorporated areas of the county get 30-day notices to get rid of any fire 
hazards on their land and if they don’t, it’s a misdemeanor, but it could mean 
daily recurring administrative fines and jail time.

The back and forth with PG& E on its plan to bonus some employees during 
its bankruptcy case as some fire victims are still in shelters. Objections in 
court yesterday after the utility company asked the bankruptcy court a 
couple of weeks ago to reward about 10,000 employees $235 million this 
year. The company already roundly criticized for a plan to bonus some for 
2018, the year of the deadliest fire ever in Calif. history, which may or may 
not have been caused by PG&E equipment. The money could still be paid 
out in short term incentives. Lawyers for 3,500 wildfire victims are objecting. 
The trustee for the utility is requesting proof the incentives are essential and 
who is getting them, corporate insiders or rank-and-file workers.

Vaccinating kids may fall to state public health officials, not doctors, if 
lawmakers have their way. Legislation announced yesterday to allow state 
and county health officials to take away medical exemptions from doctors if 
they’re fraudulent or contradict federal immunization standards. Lawmakers 
say it’s needed because there are some doctors helping parents avoid 
vaccinations as there’s a near epidemic of measles outbreaks in New York, 
Washington and elsewhere. Some parents in Calif. though say the 
measure’s not needed because the state already has a high immunization 
rate. But non-medical immunization exemptions were supposed to stop in 
2016. Legislators looking at the law in West Virginia where public health 
officials decide who qualifies for medical exemptions.

Approval for four new zones of benefit in Lake County to address vegetation 
and reduce wildland fire risk. The zones in the Kelseyville, specifically 
Buckingham, the Clear Lake Riviera, Riviera Heights and Riviera West. 
Supervisor Rob Brown got the plan together, talking to property owners in 
the four areas. They’ll make a onetime payment of $100 per lot of less than 
an acre, $200 for one to five acres, and $300 for five plus acres. The money 
that comes in from that would pay for the cleanup of properties deemed a 
high fire risk, then property owners would repay cleanup costs with liens 
against their land.



The brand new main spillway at the Oroville dam may be about to get in real 
life testing. This due to heavy storms expected in the Feather River basin. 
The Dept. of Water Resources is preparing for the use of the main spillway 
possibly as soon as next week. They have to first notify all regulatory 
agencies, local law enforcement and local elected officials ahead of its 
possible use. They’ve got to also take out construction equipment from the 
spillway chute and remove a temporary road under the main spillway which 
was being used during construction. They’ll also run temporary cameras and 
lights to watch the spillway up close as the first water comes down the 
chute.

A man in Hawaii is not allowed to drink any more Pepsi for a while because 
of his car theft arrest. 21-year-old Christopher Montilliano Jr. arrested in 
Maui last summer and told cops his cousin let him drive the car so he could 
go buy soda. But now he’s being punished for it, he’s not allowed any Pepsi 
for four years after admitting it’s his favorite soft drink. He also got 100 hours 
of community service and a $100 fine for the car theft after pleading no 
contest to charges of unauthorized control of a propelled vehicle and driving 
without a license.

All Crab fishing gear is being hauled to shore. Commercial fishermen have 
to grab their Dungeness crab traps, ropes, lines and nets a couple months 
early due to a settlement agreement between the state Department of Fish 
and Wildlife and the Center of Biological Diversity. The season is supposed 
to end officially April 15th so all gear has to be out of the ocean. It’s 
supposed to go to July, but a lawsuit filed by the Center for Biological 
Diversity a couple years ago claims the state agency violated the 
Endangered Species Act and caused sea turtles and whales to get 
entangled in lines. And besides the early end to the season, some districts, 
south of Mendocino County and in Monterey Bay will have to end next 
season even earlier, April 1st, because they’re considered “hot spots for 
whales.”

The completed Mendocino Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance is headed to the 
Department of Planning and Building Services. It was a unanimous decision 
for the board of supervisors to amend the county code so the Planning Dept. 
will now oversee Cannabis permit processing. The county says this will help 
streamline the process just ahead of the next phase of the Cannabis 
Cultivation Application submission process April 1st. There are still 800 
cannabis permit applications with the Agriculture Dept and many more are 
expected. The Mendocino County CEO Carmel Angelo says most of those 
working in the dept. will just move offices.

A community forum for the Ukiah Unified School District. The meeting 
tonight even though the schools superintendent says they normally don’t 
see a lot of people show up for the yearly event, they’re hoping to hear from 
“parents, staff, students and other community members” to brainstorm ideas 
to bolster student achievement. The school district has been trying to boost 
attendance and reading and math achievement. They’re also working on 
cracking down on vape use and bullying. The forum tonight at 5:30 p.m. at 
the UUSD office at 511 S. Orchard Ave.

A $3 million dollar loan for the Millview County Water District for well access. 
The loan from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Rural Development 
program so the water district can buy property for the access. The water 
district doesn’t own the water rights at four wells so they can’t service them. 
The money as a quote, “investment for infrastructure”. Previous loans in 
Mendocino County at as much as $35 million from the agency for 
homeownership and affordable apartments, business investments and re-
lending programs to increase economic development and add support for 
improved infrastructure and community facilities.



Everyone agrees to pass a hazardous vegetation abatement ordinance in 
Lake County. The Board of Supervisors voted unanimously yesterday on the 
ordinance, so now it will go into effect in 30 days. It declares hazardous 
vegetation a “public nuisance” and part of a “preventative action plan” 
against any future wildfires in Lake County. It means property owners in 
unincorporated areas of the county get 30-day notices to get rid of any fire 
hazards on their land and if they don’t, it’s a misdemeanor, but it could mean 
daily recurring administrative fines and jail time.

The back and forth with PG& E on its plan to bonus some employees during 
its bankruptcy case as some fire victims are still in shelters. Objections in 
court yesterday after the utility company asked the bankruptcy court a 
couple of weeks ago to reward about 10,000 employees $235 million this 
year. The company already roundly criticized for a plan to bonus some for 
2018, the year of the deadliest fire ever in Calif. history, which may or may 
not have been caused by PG&E equipment. The money could still be paid 
out in short term incentives. Lawyers for 3,500 wildfire victims are objecting. 
The trustee for the utility is requesting proof the incentives are essential and 
who is getting them, corporate insiders or rank-and-file workers.

Vaccinating kids may fall to state public health officials, not doctors, if 
lawmakers have their way. Legislation announced yesterday to allow state 
and county health officials to take away medical exemptions from doctors if 
they’re fraudulent or contradict federal immunization standards. Lawmakers 
say it’s needed because there are some doctors helping parents avoid 
vaccinations as there’s a near epidemic of measles outbreaks in New York, 
Washington and elsewhere. Some parents in Calif. though say the 
measure’s not needed because the state already has a high immunization 
rate. But non-medical immunization exemptions were supposed to stop in 
2016. Legislators looking at the law in West Virginia where public health 
officials decide who qualifies for medical exemptions.

Approval for four new zones of benefit in Lake County to address vegetation 
and reduce wildland fire risk. The zones in the Kelseyville, specifically 
Buckingham, the Clear Lake Riviera, Riviera Heights and Riviera West. 
Supervisor Rob Brown got the plan together, talking to property owners in 
the four areas. They’ll make a onetime payment of $100 per lot of less than 
an acre, $200 for one to five acres, and $300 for five plus acres. The money 
that comes in from that would pay for the cleanup of properties deemed a 
high fire risk, then property owners would repay cleanup costs with liens 
against their land.

The brand new main spillway at the Oroville dam may be about to get in real 
life testing. This due to heavy storms expected in the Feather River basin. 
The Dept. of Water Resources is preparing for the use of the main spillway 
possibly as soon as next week. They have to first notify all regulatory 
agencies, local law enforcement and local elected officials ahead of its 
possible use. They’ve got to also take out construction equipment from the 
spillway chute and remove a temporary road under the main spillway which 
was being used during construction. They’ll also run temporary cameras and 
lights to watch the spillway up close as the first water comes down the 
chute.

A man in Hawaii is not allowed to drink any more Pepsi for a while because 
of his car theft arrest. 21-year-old Christopher Montilliano Jr. arrested in 
Maui last summer and told cops his cousin let him drive the car so he could 
go buy soda. But now he’s being punished for it, he’s not allowed any Pepsi 
for four years after admitting it’s his favorite soft drink. He also got 100 hours 
of community service and a $100 fine for the car theft after pleading no 
contest to charges of unauthorized control of a propelled vehicle and driving 
without a license.
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A man from The Forks gets life in prison for the murder of another man in 
his apartment. Oscar Alvarez Carrillo found guilty last December for the April 
2016 premeditated, deliberate, and knifing death of 62-year old Salvardor 
Hernandez. He got 25 years to life for the murder, then this past January he 
also was found guilty of making criminal threats while armed with a machete 
and got another 3 years. They also tacked on one year for using the knife 
for the murder.

There’s a new permanent Public Health Officer in Lake County. Dr. Erin 
Gustafson has been the Interim PHO since last fall. Now she’ll take on the 
job in an official capacity. She’s been working on some of the largest fires in 
Calif. history saying the office had dedicated itself to make sure the 
community was safe, that evacuations of healthcare facilities happened fast 
and medical needs were met at shelters. Dr. Gustafson is working on 
increased access to Hepatitis C treatment for County residents and is 
working on the best possible local emergency medical care system.

A man from Willits has been arrested after some booze was ripped off from 
a grocery store. Deputies got a call last Thursday afternoon to the grocery 
store in the 900 block of School Way in Redwood Valley where the theft was 
captured on surveillance video. Police found Zebulion Couthren a couple 
hours later during a traffic stop for a minor traffic violation. Per chance, the 
deputy who pulled him over had seen the video from the grocery store as a 
responding officer and recognized the guy from his clothing. Since he was 
on probation, he was subject to search and police found meth on him and 
the stolen bottle of booze from the Redwood Valley market. He’s charged 
with petty theft with prior conviction, violation of probation, drug possession 
and held on $30,000.00 bail.

A Willits Man busted after a traffic stop leads to a bunch of ammunition. But 
police say James Stricklin’s passenger, Andrew Green was not allowed to 
have the multiple boxes of .22 caliber ammo due to past criminal behavior. 
Stricklen was stopped because his front and rear license plates didn’t match 
up. Green was arrested for possession of ammunition by a prohibited 
person and Stricklin for altered vehicle registration. The two men booked 
into jail on $15,000.00 bail each.

The Second Quarter/Mid-Year Budget report’s been released by Mendocino 
County. The accepted report by the Board of Supervisors considers all 
departments spending and what will be brought in for the fiscal year 2018-
2019. It covers July 1st through December 31st. The board discussed each 
department and their financial health. The total revenue was supposed to hit 
nearly $70M expected for the 2018-2019 fiscal year. The first part of May, 
the next budget, the third quarter report will be presented to the Board of 
Supervisors and a final budget hearing is set for mid June.

A new report says some California law enforcement agencies are violating 
the state’s immigrant sanctuary law and working with ICE. The report 
released yesterday by Asian Americans Advancing Justice-Asian Law 
Caucus along with the University of Oxford Center for Criminology in 
England. It shows of 169 law enforcement agencies reviewed, 68 were not 
in compliance in state law. The state Senate passed a bill limited 
cooperation between police agencies and federal immigration agents. In 
San Diego, for instance, deputies were asking detainees about their 
immigration status and in Stanislaus, the Sheriff’s Department lets deputies 
hold detainees for immigration agents. And the Humboldt County Sheriff and 
San Jose Police are providing space for federal agents.



For more information, email yesqlc or claudia.

A free community health expo in Willits. Next Saturday, April 6th, at the Little 
Lake Grange, there will be a bunch of natural health practitioners at the 
Northern California Health Summit. Doors open at 11 AM with booths, food 
and a rummage sale with live music. There will be speakers and exercise 
demonstrations, health practitioner introductions, raffles and more. They say 
there’s still booth space and room for sponsorships…

A man in Lake County appearing in court for allegedly molesting a child 
under ten years old. The Record Bee newspaper reports David Anthony 
Calvin Johnson was in court on two counts of oral copulation (with a victim 
under 10 years old) and other charges including sending harmful material to 
a minor and lewd acts with a victim under 14. His lawyer asking for a 
continuance to go over discovery. Johnson busted in January, Clearlake 
Police got a warrant to check his home in Newark, then he was booked into 
the Santa Rita Jail. He’s pleaded not guilty on all counts and denied the 
special allegations.

A woman from Fairfield gets probation and other punishment for growing 
weed. Elizabeth Garcia sentenced to three misdemeanors for using a 
banned pesticide on the marijuana. The California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife investigating the woman who’s been given three years probation, 
fines and fees of almost $23,000 and she has to do 240 hours of community 
service. The state wildlife agency along with the California State Water 
Resources Control Board investigating her for black market sales and 
environmental crimes, finding 850 plants that were not permitted by the 
county or licensed by the state. They found a dead bird there and did some 
plant samples finding the banned substance probably killed the bird. 
Carbofuran is not allowed in the United States. One tiny aspirin-sized tablet 
could kill 20,000 small birds and a teaspoon could kill a 300-lb. bear.

7,000 acres to be cleared out of dead trees after the Ranch Fire. The 
Mendocino National Forest doing the hazard tree removal so there’s a safe 
travel area with access for private properties, communication sites, forest 
facilities and developed recreational areas. Lake Co News reports the trees 
are 50 percent more likely to die because of the fire and are a hazard within 
1-200 feet of certain roads will be removed. Other trees that are not being 
removed will be treated in various ways though. The news site reports the 
first project on the Upper Lake Ranger District on about 500 acres around 
Bartlett Springs. The fire burn area is still closed due to safety issues 
including flooding, debris flows and hazard trees and narrow roads.

A man who says he got cancer because of Roundup weed killer has won 
millions of dollars in federal court. The San Francisco jury awarded $80 
million to Edwin Hardeman of Sonoma County, who claimed Roundup’s 
design was defective, lacked sufficient cancer warnings and Monsanto, its 
manufacturer, was negligent. The compensation, more than $5 million, plus 
$75 million more in punitive damages. But Monsanto claimed studies show 
glyphosate, the active ingredient in their popular weed killer, is safe and 
they’ll appeal. Hardeman used Roundup for poison oak, overgrowth and 
weeds for years and ended up years later with non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, 
something the jury agreed was likely due in part from the weed killer. The 
World Health Organization has classified the weed killer a “probable human 
carcinogen” and now thousands of lawsuits are pending across the U-S.



Bonds being sold in Calif. to help fund the long awaited high speed rail 
project. $600 million in bonds will contribute to the challenged project that’s 
planned between Los Angeles and San Francisco. Voters agreed that $10 
billion could be sold for the project back in 2008. The state had a sale this 
week for the bonds to add to the coffers of the $77 billion project. Wells 
Fargo and Jefferies, LLC, bought the bonds according to the state 
Treasurer. The state Senate is about to meet on the project too, to decide 
what’s next. An update to the legislature before that public hearing is set for 
May 1st.

A new poll says most Californians want first-degree murderers to get life in 
prison not the death penalty. The Public Policy Institute of California poll 
says sixty-two percent of Californians favored life in prison without the 
possibility of parole, over 31 percent who preferred capital punishment. The 
issue could be voted on by Californians again, even though the same 
measure failed a couple of years ago. The poll after Governor Newsom 
placed a moratorium on any death row inmates being put to death while he’s 
the governor. Marin County Assemblyman Marc Levine introduced a 
constitutional amendment to totally end the death penalty. It needs two-
thirds approval from lawmakers and majority support from voters. The poll of 
1,706 California residents between March 10th and 19th.

State auditors say the Department of Motor Vehicles wasn’t prepared for 
customers who went in to get their new federally approved drivers’ licenses 
last year. That meant there were long lines at DMV offices and frustrated 
motorists and state lawmakers. The auditors from the state finance dept. 
saying there were “significant deficiencies in planning and implementation” 
for the Real ID’s. The auditors said the long lines showed there were 
weaknesses in governance structure and organizational culture and 
problems in management at various field offices, ineffective 
communications, poor budgeting, inadequate staffing of service windows, 
missed opportunities to improve customer service, and a lack of employee 
training. Former Gov. Jerry Brown ordered the audit and the new Gov. 
Gavin Newsom put together a so-called “strike team” to find ways to improve 
the DMV.

California’s public schools superintendent not so sure about charter schools, 
calling out some state school districts for the recent string of teacher strikes 
and wondered about public pension debt says the state has to pay more 
money out for students to learn. The Press Democrat reporting on the talk 
with an educatio0n reporter at San Francisco’s Commonwealth Club. Tony 
Thurmond is the new leader of schools in the state. He says competition in 
schooling is not great because some students will naturally be left behind. 
After teachers in Los Angeles went on strike, Thurmond created a task force 
under the Governor’s guidance to see what the impact is from charter 
schools to public school districts. So public school district superintendents, 
union representatives and charter school group members make up the task 
force.

A traffic stop in Garberville ends in a couple of arrests. The Humboldt 
County Drug Task Force serving warrants and conducted a traffic stop for a 
car connected to the home where the search happened. Those in the car 
were detained and the car was searched. Then Brandy Land, was cited and 
released for having “user amounts” of meth on her. And Denise Zanelli was 
also detained, cited and released for possession of small amounts of 
methamphetamine.
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A man arrested for putting a pipe bomb under his kitchen sink to hurt his 
wife is going to prison. Gerald Orth, formerly of Ukiah, was arrested in 
August of 2018. He got 7 years in state prison after he was found guilty in 
January for trying to explode a destructive device to wrongfully injure 
another person, which is a felony. He also admitted he had a prior felony 
conviction for forcible rape in 1982 in Lake County. That means he has a 
“strike” under the Three Strikes law, so that automatically doubled his 
sentence to 14 years. It also means he can’t take advantage of good 
time/work time credits of 20%.

Millions at risk of identity theft because of the Unemployment Dept. The 
state auditor released a report yesterday after a reporter from CBS 13 in 
San Francisco dug into reports of possible identity theft by the Employment 
Development Department. Now the TV station reporting lawmakers are 
citing her stories to investigate further. The state auditor worked inside the 
department for five months. Some of the items noted were the department 
printing entire social security numbers on documents mailed to millions of 
Californians who get unemployment, disability, and maternity leave. But the 
report also notes state law prohibits printing full socials on mailed 
documents. The department says they have to because of the Federal 
Social Security Act. The auditor now asking lawmakers to amend state law 
to protect Californians.

Piles of debris are being cleaned up at Riverside Park, the former sewage 
treatment plant. The City Council’s been discussing how to pull the years of 
debris out which have become habitat for random wild animals including 
foxes, skunks and rabbits. The Daily Journal reporting the director of 
community services telling the council they will be leaving some of the 
debris as habitat for the creatures, but also taking out as much as possible 
so the city can win grant funding of about a million dollars. The grant from 
the California Urban Rivers Grant Program. The restoration project to bring 
the park back to its natural state. The project to be complete in a couple of 
years.

The schools in Lake County that have won the Attendance Challenge have 
been announced. School district officials announced with almost 10,000 
students participating, the winners picked on the highest average 
attendance over two separate weeks the 2018-2019 school year. Kelseyville 
Preschool with about 93.5 percent, then Upper Lake Elementary at 97.3 
percent, Terrace Middle School with 95 percent, Konocti Education Center 
92 percent, Clear Lake High at 96.6 percent, and Hance Community School 
had the best overall improvement in attendance.

A public meeting’s announced to start the process of choosing the Climate 
Action Advisory Committee. The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
agreeing for the first public meeting April 16th where they will gather 
information and input. The committee then will work with county staffers and 
the public to find ways to fight climate change. The Daily Journal reports it’s 
expected they’ll figure out ways to allocate money, what the structure of the 
panel will be exactly and what the long-term goals and plans are. There will 
also be public meetings and county meetings with the Office of Emergency 
Services and Mendocino Fire Safe Council on projects and planning.

The longtime Public Works director is leaving Clearlake. Lake Co News 
reports there was a reception for Doug Herren last night before the 
Clearlake City Council meeting. Herren in the job since 2001 was hailed by 
city leaders, staff, county officials and community members. This comes, the 
news site reports after the city manager, Greg Folsom also left. Herren is 
leaving Clearlake, retiring with his wife to Idaho. He was presented with a 
proclamation and got a standing ovation from the full council chamber.



The Clearlake Civic Center to get a facelift. The City Council has 
unanimously voted to have Granite Construction, the only company to 
submit a bid, work on the Burns Valley Civic Center Enhancement Project. 
The work to be in the half million dollar range. The new City Manager Alan 
Flora also has approved ten percent more on the contract in case of 
unforeseen amendments. There will be pedestrian improvements like higher 
visibility crosswalks, retro-reflective signs and striping, rapid-flashing 
beacons and other pedestrian/bicyclist improvements. There will also be 
sidewalks added along with a new bike path.

More than 63 million dollars awarded by Cal Fire for healthy forest projects. 
The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection has announced 
grants for 16 projects on almost 200,000 acres of private, state, and federal 
forestlands in more than a dozen Calif. counties. The Climate and Energy 
Dept. in Cal Fire says 13 grants are targeting about 150,000 acres in many 
ways including thinning dense and pest-impacted forests; using prescribed 
fire to reduce hazardous fuels; and planting trees in forests that have 
naturally thinned due to fire, drought, insects and disease. There are three 
other grants to protect more than 40,000 acres in Napa, Placer and Siskiyou 
county forests from urban and agricultural development.

The Gov. Gavin Newsom is looking to charge as much as $10 a month to 
California water customers to pay to clean up contaminated water in low-
income and rural areas. As many as 1 million Californians reportedly have 
some sort of contaminated or dirty water in their taps that could be a health 
hazard. The governor says it’s a, quote “moral disgrace and a medical 
emergency.” The same idea in the legislature last session, failed. There’s 
also a democratic proposal by a state senator to use extra money from the 
state surplus to start a trust fund to pay for water improvements.

The Gov. Gavin Newsom is going around some environmental regulations 
so fire officials can clear dead trees and brush before the next wildfire 
season. The order as part of his declared state of emergency. Newsom says 
the amount of dead trees across the state is “creating extremely dangerous 
fire risk.” It comes after two of the worst and most deadly fire seasons in 
state history. The governor set to make the announcement today that the 
increasing wildfire risks can’t wait until the next fire starts. Some 
environmental groups against the plan though say the regulations the 
governor plans to bypass protect water, wildlife and people. The governor’s 
order for 35 projects on almost 141 square miles Cal Fire has noted as 
critical to protect against fire threats.

Traffic nightmare after a landslide. On Wednesday, the 101 north of Ukiah 
was backed up north to Willits. Caltrans still cleaning up after the slide which 
was expected to snarl traffic for a couple of days as the emergency repairs 
are completed. They’ve got to grind and repave the roadway after cracks 
started to show in the northbound lane closest to the center divider, which 
has to be removed and replaced. The repairs began a couple days ago and 
should continue thru Sunday between 6 a.m. and 8 p.m. They warn there 
could be a 20-minute delay as you travel thru the area. The problem first 
recognized about three weeks ago with an emergency contract awarded last 
week and work started last Friday. There’s another project starting Monday 
too, on Highway 175 which will close that highway down for a half hour a 
day between noon and 2:30 p.m by Matthews Road in Lake County.



Convicted murderer Daniel Wehner did not get parole again. It was his 
twelfth try Wednesday. The Yolo County District Attorney’s Office reports the 
hearing was all day long in San Luis Obispo at the Calif. Men’s Colony. He 
killed his ex girlfriend and her friend in Davis nearly 40 years ago. Wehner 
stalking the woman and had physically and emotionally abused her. She 
was 19 when she was killed. He agreed to a plea deal for the double murder 
and got 27-years-to-life. The panel agreed this week, the man still posed a 
continued risk to public safety. He’s eligible for parole again in three years.

Congressman John Garamendi along with a Republican colleague have 
reintroduced a bill in the U-S house for student loan debt. Garamendi 
working with Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick of Penn. on the Student Loan 
Refinancing and Recalculating Act so students can refinance student loan 
interest rates, cut future student loan interest rates, get rid of origination fees 
on student loans entirely and delay student loan interest rate accrual for low-
income and middle-class borrowers while they’re in school. It would also 
allow those borrowing for medical or dental residencies to defer payments 
until they’re done. The bill currently in the House Committee on Education 
and Labor awaiting approval.

The board of directors at the Mendocino Coast District Hospital in several 
meetings the last week and a half due to continued money and legal 
problems. A special meeting held last week with lawyers regarding a lawsuit 
which had been filed by the former Human Resources Director against the 
hospital saying the former CEO and CFO had harassed her then fired her 
for reporting claims of billing fraud. Other business was tabled regarding 
operations and finances as there wasn’t a quorum. And some controversy 
as some board members said they felt criticism of hospital management by 
other board members was unprofessional.
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