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A drive by shooting in Ukiah injures a man by the airport. The Ukiah Police 
Department reports members of the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority responded 
to the shooting yesterday afternoon around lunch time and found an “adult 
Hispanic male” with a “non-life-threatening” injury. They report the victim 
had been walking near businesses and was shot by two people in a car then 
they left the scene. The Sheriff’s Office and police officers were tracking 
leads and detained two people a couple hours later. One is said to be a 
juvenile male and the other an adult make, around 20 years old. Not sure 
which is the alleged shooter, but one has been charged with attempted 
murder, and the other, with conspiracy and being an accessory after the 
fact.  Apparently surveillance video in the neighborhood caught the 
suspect’s vehicle. No word if it’s gang related.

Still no actual plans for the new Mental Health Treatment Center in 
Redwood Valley. The monthly Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s 
Oversight Committee had their meeting last Wednesday, focusing on who 
will be the “Measure B” project manager. The CEO of the County says two 
people have been offered the job, but neither accepted. So they had 
another recruitment where 25 more candidates have applied. Interviews are 
being scheduled.  The committee is also working with an architect for the 
proposed Crisis Residential Treatment (CRT) facility, Crisis Stabilization Unit 
(CSU) and the Psychiatric Health Facility (PHF). And the Board of 
Supervisors has approved Measure B funds be released to start work.

A man from Willits has been arrested on drugs and weapons charges. Ukiah 
Police reported getting a call to Pine St. and Low Gap Road Friday after 
someone reported seeing a man with a gun concealed in the waistband of 
his pants. The man found with a concealed 9mm handgun which was not 
registered in his name. 23 year old Skylar Vincent was also believed to be 
high on drugs and found with drugs and drug paraphernalia on him at the 
time. He’s arrested for several felony and misdemeanor drug and weapons 
charges and held on $35,000 bail.

A public hearing’s being held to start a new underground utility district near 
downtown Ukiah. Overhead power lines would be converted along 11th St. 
and N. Main to underground lines, using Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
“work credits” to convert them. The Lakeport City Manager says that area 
was chosen because of an abundance of utility poles and narrow sidewalks. 
State rules say utility companies have to set aside credits for the 
communities they serve, so in Lakeport the credits have not been used. The 
city says it’s got about $1 million worth. The work still in planning stage and 
will go to public comment today.

The Lakeport Police Chief is set to update the city council on fireworks 
enhancement work and using a federal grant for “community policing” 
operations. The Police Chief Brad Rasmussen earlier reported July 4th was 
the “biggest day of the year” in his department. He deemed the month 
surrounding the 4th as Fireworks Period, saying illegal fireworks were 
reported across town during that month. He’s also set to talk to the council 
about renewing federal grants the dept. received from the U.S. Department 
of Justice Community Policing Office.

Several Lower Lake High students participate in a student-led climate 
change teach-in event. More than 100 students speaking on the importance 
of dealing with climate change as several other climate change protests 
happened around the world. More than six million people reportedly took 
part in the Global Climate Strike advocating for social change to fight global 
warming. Lower Lake High students sat on the school’s lawn, some held 
signs, or speaking on the matter, noting massive fires in our area helped 
them see the situation was important.



The Mendocino County Cultural Service Agency is asking what you’d like to see in a park. Right now the County’s finishing up its Parks Needs Assessment. County residents and active users of the County’s six Parks are invited to share ideas and help shape the future of County Parks with the Parks Needs Assessment Survey. Feedback welcomed for Bower Park, Gualala · Faulkner Park, Boonville · Indian Creek Park and Campground, Philo · Low Gap Park, Ukiah · Mill Creek Park, Talmage · Lions Club Park, Redwood Valley. For more info visit, http://www.mymendocinoparks.org or call the Mendocino County Cultural Services Agency Parks Division at 707-234-2875.

A little earth movement. Last night about 5:09 a small earthquake hit outside 
Fort Bragg. The United States Geological Survey measured the temblor at 
3.5, but no damage was reported. It was centered about 11 miles west-
northwest of Fort Bragg, almost 10 feet deep. It was west of the San 
Andreas Fault. There was another smaller quake yesterday morning, but 
that was off Cape Mendocino. The 2.5 also didn’t cause damage that we’ve 
heard about. No tsunami activity for either.

Seasonal closures announced by Cal Fire for campgrounds and trails in the 
Jackson State Demonstration Forest. As of yesterday the closures for the 
Mendocino National Forest with lower temperatures, intermittent rains and 
wet trails. They’ve also announced some limits on how long you can camp 
in the forest, no more than 2 weeks in one area a month and not more than 
28 days in a year. The Forest Supervisor says the stay limits allow visitors to 
get in some great camping while lessening environmental impacts during 
longer stays in camps.

The recreational spiny lobster season is on. The California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife opened the season Saturday. It continues thru the middle 
of next March. The agency says last year was a good one, 16 percent 
higher than the season before. If you’re fishing, you have to have a “lobster 
report card” in your possession.  Anyone 16 years or older has to also have 
a valid sport fishing license and ocean enhancement stamp. But if they’re 
using a hoop net from a public pier they don’t need a license but do have to 
have that valid lobster report card.

Officers from the Humboldt State University Police Department have 
reportedly voted no confidence against their chief. Kym Kemp reporting nine 
of the ten officers who voted were no confidence against Chief Donn 
Peterson, while the tenth abstained. It’s a yearly survey that every CSU 
campus holds. A year before this vote, officers also voted no confidence. 
The news site reports it comes after Peterson was hired after a scandal had 
him leave his job with the Broward County Sheriff’s Department in Florida. 
He apparently leaves a lot to visit family, something that was taken into 
consideration by those surveyed. One officer telling the news site the chief’s 
absenteeism was only one part of why they had no confidence. They also 
accuse him of manipulating crime statistics reporting, creating a hostile work 
environment including racial slurs, labor law violations and more.

The State of the City address will be delivered for Clearlake. The address 
tomorrow at Austin Park at 5 p.m. will include demonstrations with police 
dogs, pet adoptions by Clearlake Animal Control and a new road 
maintenance equipment demonstration by the Public Works Dept. There will 
also be family fun including free treats and a bounce house. Plus there will 
be a groundbreaking after the address for the new Austin Park Improvement 
Project.

http://www.mymendocinoparks.org/
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A Women’s group has awarded Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry for 
her leadership. The Women’s Legislators Lobby gave Aguiar-Curry their 
Pacesetter Award for her bold leadership on behalf of Assembly Joint 
Resolution 30, “Restricting First Use of Nuclear Weapons Act”. The 
resolution so Congress would pass Congressman Ted Lieu’s legislation to 
stop President Trump from unilaterally authorizing the deployment of 
nuclear weapons in an offensive attack without specific authorization from 
Congress.

A man from Ukiah in prison for being in possession of a firearm has been 
released. The Ukiah D-A reports 31 year old defendant Michael Ray France 
got 48 months in state prison after a plea deal. He was placed on 
supervised probation July 5th then released from custody on a suspended 
sentence. The DA says he wasted little time violating the law, arrested in 
August on a domestic violence call. He was found to be in violation of his 
probation after a contested evidentiary hearing held on September 4th and 
put back in prison.

Tens of thousands of child care workers are being allowed to unionize 
in California. The Governor signing a new law Monday that will go into effect 
next year for workers offering childcare to families getting government help. 
So the workers will be able to collectively bargain as other public employees 
do, but they are not going to be considered state workers. They just get to 
bargain for items like reimbursement rates and payment procedures. This 
has been ongoing since 2004, with childcare workers trying to unionize for 
years. The Gov. signed the legislation along with several other bills one of 
which also allows political candidates to be able to use campaign funds for 
childcare expenses if they’re out campaigning, so that more parents will run 
for office.

A Camp Fire housing bill awaiting the signature of the governor which was 
approved with bipartisan support. Republican Assemblyman James 
Gallagher’s bill so there is a faster approval process for residential and 
mixed-use developments. Right now new projects have to go thru a really 
long review process because of the California Environmental Quality Act, 
but if the Gov. signs the Assembly bill into law, the Camp Fire Housing 
Assistance Act of 2019 would change that. Home construction would move 
fast and go around certain regulations that can stop or delay developments.

Since the Camp fire residents and business owners in Butte County have 
been given the greenlight for nearly $370 million of low-cost disaster 
assistance loans. The loans from the Small Business Administration are 
more than the money that went to victims of the fire from FEMA. The 
agencies generally work together after a disaster. Just over 3,300 loans 
have been approved for Camp fire survivors, more than 220 of those to 
businesses. Other businesses that were impacted but didn’t burn also got 
money. The rest all went to homeowners or renters.

There’s a new Round Valley Municipal Advisory Council. The Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors appointed folks for the Council so those living 
in Round Valley and Covelo have a place to discuss local issues. Seven 
people appointed first had to apply. They’ve been identified as Laura Betts, 
Kathryn Britton, James Russ, Dane Downing, Lew Chichester, and Jessica 
Stull-Otto, with Charles Sargenti as an alternate. Also yesterday, 
supervisors approved buying a Disaster Animal Relief Trailer. The $10,000 
vehicle to be used in a fire or earthquake to move animals to safety in the 
event of a disaster. Some other issues also covered included approving 
work at the Willits library and rental assistance money for Redwood 
Community Services.



The annual Ukiah Valley Russian River Cleanup brings out a crowd. A 
couple Saturday’s ago the Mendocino County Resource Conservation 
District project manager Deborah Edelman took over the event. She says 
they’ve expanded the event and this year they covered more ground. Folks 
with gloves, buckets and grabbers pulled 2,500 pounds of garbage from 
Low Gap Park, lower Orr Creek near Orchard Avenue, Doolan Creek near 
the railroad tracks by Talmage Road, under the Moore Street and Lake 
Mendocino Drive bridges and Mill Creek Park. Some of the take included a 
washing machine, bicycles, clothes and needles.

A man in Lakeport in court for a settlement hearing, accused of molesting a 
minor gets a continuance. David Anthony Calvin Johnson in jail after being 
charged with two counts of oral copulation with a victim under 10 years old, 
sending harmful material to a child, lewd acts with a child under 14, 
molesting a minor and indecent exposure. His lawyer requested a 
continuance. Back in April he waived his right to a preliminary hearing and 
pleaded not guilty. There had been a jury trial set for September 25th but 
that’s continued to January. He’s due back in court next month for a trial 
readiness or settlement conference.

A little more money to attend a Cal State college next Fall. Students 
interested in applying as a new student, transfer or for graduate school can 
use only one application though to apply to any of the 23 campuses, but 
they have to pay 70 dollars per campus, instead of 55 bucks. There’s a 
waiver available for some students though. Priority deadline to apply is 
November 30th, and some of the majors are not accepting applicants after 
that date, they can also ask for more information to screen certain 
applicants.

The DMV is now charging to use a debit or credit card. This past Sunday, 
they started tacking on a 2.1 percent fee for anyone paying online, at a DMV 
kiosk, and through the automated telephone service. And to use the debit or 
credit card at a field office you get charged 2.3 percent. But good news, only 
the Davis field office accepts credit card payments. A pilot program has 
started for Roseville, Fresno, and Victorville. The rest of the offices will 
accept credit card payments in early 2020.

More info on that drive by shooting we told you about in Ukiah a couple 
days ago. Police say it was a 16-year-old boy and 21-year-old man who 
were arrested in the case. Another man, a 19 year old was shot after 
multiple rounds were released in front of a Ukiah strip mall on South State 
Street earlier this week. There’s still no motive released to the public, nor 
are we sure of any gang ties to the suspects or victim. The victim shot by 
Nifty Thrifty, then ran to the door of the business and fell. They say they 
called 911. Cops were tipped to a white car, either Mercedes or BMW and 
caught the guys with the help of a SWAT team. One has been identified as 
21 year old Ishmael Nash. The minor arrested for being the alleged shooter.

State Senator Mike McGuire’s bill that became law to have President Trump 
or any potential major candidate release their tax returns is not going to 
work. A judge says it probably violates the US constitution. McGuire is a co-
sponsor on the bill requiring candidates for president or governor file copies 
of their personal income tax returns for five years to the California secretary 
of state’s office; and if they don’t, they will not make it onto the state’s 
primary ballot. Gov. Gavin Newsom signed it into law, he says, because 
California has a “special responsibility” to hold candidates to high ethical 
standards. The judge said it wasn’t the job of the court to decide if this was 
good policy, but instead to make sure the Constitution wins.



Debris removal bills sent to some after the October 2017 fires total 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. It’s been just about two years since the 
firestorm hit Sonoma County, the county sending the bills out for the 
government sponsored cleanup covering Sonoma, Mendocino, Napa and 
Lake Counties. The Press Democrat reports residents probably won’t have 
to pay anything more then their insurance companies covered, but the 
county says they wanted folks to be educated on the matter. The bills were 
sent to insurance companies and emails to 2,700 residents in Sonoma 
County as part of an agreement with the federal and state governments.

Lake County’s new courthouse has risen to the top of a priority list of 
construction projects across the state.  The Judicial Council’s Court 
Facilities Advisory Committee voted on an updated report Tuesday in San 
Francisco, putting Lakeport in the No. 1 spot. The proposed courthouse is 
classified as immediate need. The 50 million dollar project tops a second 
smaller courthouse in Lake County at a cost of $15 million. That one is No. 
6 on the list.  A law went into effect last year that requires all courthouse 
projects to be assessed before new one’s can be built.

The next funding cycle for the Good Farm Fund has been announced. This 
is the biggest round of funding in the history of the fund, $50,000. The fund 
to give economic development assistance for small food producers in 
Mendocino and Lake counties and wider access for fresh local food to be 
delivered throughout the community. Interested applicants have to show 
financial need, show how their proposed project will maximize food 
production for local consumption, provide affordable food for those in the 
community and use environmentally beneficial farming and/or ranching 
practices. Those interested in applying have until October 15th.

The Governor has signed three bills into law to give access to treatment to 
firefighters and other first responders dealing with mental health issues and 
post-traumatic stress. There will be new peer support programs under the 
new law that’ll add post-traumatic stress treatment for those who have 
suffered on the job under worker’s compensation. It will also make sure 
emergency services stay under public management for appropriate and 
consistent response to emergency situations.

A man wanted on a warrant in Eureka seen riding his bike has been 
arrested. Eureka police say Larry Gibson was seen yesterday morning and 
as he was being detained he was found to have about 3.6 ounces of 
Methamphetamine on him. Because of the probation terms a search was 
also conducted at his home. There, police found more meth, digital scales, 
packaging, and a sawed [off] shotgun. He was taken to jail and booked on 
new charges of possession and transport of controlled substances, 
possession of controlled substances while armed, felon in possession of a 
firearm, and for the probation violation.

A man in Northern Calif has been arrested after investigators say he started 
several fires in Butte County during a state of emergency. Cal Fire reports 
35-year-old Jeremy Gendreau of Oroville was arrested after they got an 
anonymous tip he started several fires in Oroville last month during hot, dry 
and windy weather. It was during a time when PG&E was planning power 
outages due to the fire related weather and a state of emergency was 
declared. The investigation by the Butte County District Attorney’s Office, 
California State Parks, Oroville Police and Cal Fire. He was being held on 
almost $2 million dollars bail.
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After about twenty years or so Mercury Insurance Co. ends a fight with 
California regulators about extra fees they had charged to customers, 
settling the case with the state for more than $41 million. The California 
Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara reports it’s the single largest property 
and casualty penalty and interest payment ever for the state Insurance 
Department. It follows the state Supreme Court saying no to even hearing 
the case, after the insurance company appealed a lower court decision. 
Mercury was fined by the Department of Insurance in 2015 charged for 
tacking on illegal fees to customer bills. The company accused of charging 
customers up to $150 in unapproved fees above their premiums going all 
the way back to 1999.

An agreement is reached between Mendocino County and a construction 
company for the jail expansion. The Daily Journal reports Vanir Construction 
Management is being hired for the $1.5M dollar project being paid for by the 
Jail Expansion Project budget, which apparently has already been 
earmarked. The vote was unanimous by the Board of Supervisors for the 
contract which goes thru June 2023. The construction company has 
experience with this sort of work across Northern Calif. The Board of State 
and Community Corrections put forward money for the 21,000 square feet 
housing unit too. The construction company will stay in close touch with 
Supervisors on the timeline, design and handle sub-contractors and 
manage costs and risks.

Several wildfire related bills have been signed into law by Governor 
Newsom. Two of them sponsored by state Sen. Mike McGuire. Senate Bills 
560 and 670 to improve communication between parties if there are power 
outages that could affect work being done by first responders. One will 
require utility companies to notify law enforcement, fire and medical 
responders and telecommunications providers if they plan a “Public Safety 
Power Shutoff” like PG&E has been doing. And the other requires 
telecommunications companies to be in touch with the California Office of 
Emergency Services faster if an outage would affect 9-1-1 emergency 
systems.

Congressman Jared Huffman is speaking out about the SAFE Banking Act 
so cannabis-related businesses can work with banks in states and territories 
where either recreational or medical marijuana use is legal. Huffman’s a co-
sponsor of the bill which passed the US House 321-103. Huffman says 
Congress took an important step so there aren’t harmful repercussions due 
to federal marijuana prohibition. The Act also helps with the inequities in the 
cannabis industry, Huffman says, so anyone legally operating under a state 
law can get traditional credit union and banking services. Huffman is also 
supporting or the co-sponsor of other bills which remove marijuana from a 
list as a narcotic under the Controlled Substances Act.

Road closures planned in Willits. There’s a large road project being done 
Monday for the Pine Street and Vicinity Utility Project. They’ll be grinding 
and paving thru next Thursday so some streets will be totally closed with no 
way in except for emergency vehicles. If you’re in the area, heads up on 
Spruce Street (between W. Mendocino Avenue and Pine Street), Pine 
Street (between Spruce and Maple streets), and Maple Street (between 
Laurel and Pine streets). The work from 7am to 6pm. Engineers asking that 
residents park outside the work area too, and walk home. For more info: 
(707) 459-4605.



Gas prices don’t look to be on a downward trend any time soon. Usually 
around Memorial Day prices start to creep up, then lower back down at the 
end of the summer. But a new report says four refineries had outages in the 
last week. Gasbuddy reporting normally one will be having maintenance, but 
four is unusual. That and high taxes and a carbon tax, brings it to about 
$4.00 a gallon. About a dollar a more more than most other states. There 
were also recent attacks on major oil fields in Saudi Arabia which didn’t 
help. They supply about 20% of the oil California gets.

Local governments can start their own banks according to a new Calif. law. 
The Gov. announced the law co-authored by Assemblymen David Chiu of 
San Francisco and Miguel Santiago of Los Angeles was signed yesterday. 
The two legislators say they came up with the plan because public banks 
don’t really need to worry about profit for their shareholders and can invest 
in whatever they like and can also hold back on some investing, like for 
affordable housing and infrastructure. So the new law which starts January 
1st for new public banks. There’s a catch though, only two can be approved 
in one year and there’s a cap of 10 total.

The city manager presenting info to the Clearlake City Council on plans in 
the event of a public safety power shutoff this fall. City Manager Alan Flora 
in front of the council last week on the matter after Pacific Gas and Electric 
warned they may cut power to thousands of Lake County residents, which 
didn’t happen. Flora says there was a communication breakdown by the 
utility with local agencies. He says there was conflicting information but 
eventually the communication improved. But he says it was difficult to plan a 
response. A PG&E spokesperson says every time they conduct a public 
safety power shutoff they find areas where they can improve in the future. 
Flora says PG&E says there could be about a dozen shutoffs before the end 
of the year in their service area.

The Trump administration is accusing the city of San Francisco of violating 
the federal Clean Water Act. A notice went to the city yesterday. This after 
the president warned there might be a violation notice after he was in town 
and said the city was allowing needles and human waste to go through 
storm drains to the Pacific Ocean. City officials say that’s just not the case. 
The letter to the general manager of the city’s Public Utilities Commission 
said the EPA found violations in the city and county wastewater treatment 
and sewer system, accusing them of improper operation and maintenance 
allowing raw and partially-treated sewage to flow onto beaches, into the 
ocean and sometimes into streets and homes.

Cops in Eureka bust a guy they say used a machete while riding a bike. 
Police say they got a call Wednesday morning to a fight with weapons. 
Apparently a City of Eureka Code Enforcement officer witnessed the whole 
thing, saying the main aggressor in the fight was armed with a machete. 
Kym Kemp reporting officers responded and at the same time the two 
separated and the suspect took off on his bike. Police detained the man with 
the machete who was identified as 41 year old Brian Mello. They 
investigated more, finding Mello approached the victim and threatened him, 
then robbed him of that bicycle. The victim saw him soon after and tried to 
get the bike back but he was hit by the machete. He was not injured though. 
Mello arrested for robbery and assault with a deadly weapon. He was 
booked into the Humboldt County Jail and was being held on $55,000 bail.



10/04/19

Some red liquid tossed on the floor of the state Senate has been found to 
be human blood. It happened last month, delaying proceedings on the floor 
for several hours on the final day of the session. Police say a woman threw 
the blood from the public gallery and some landed on senators. It was not 
infected with any pathogens though. Lawmakers moved to another room to 
wrap up the session. Rebecca Dalelio was arrested after the incident, but 
she has not been formally charged in the case yet. She’s due back in court 
Nov. 18th. The chamber was cleaned and has been reopened to the public.

A measure that would allow firefighters to get a jump on managing the 
state’s vegetation ahead of next fire season has passed. Senator Cathleen 
Galgiani has announced the passage of SB 632. Governor Newsom signed 
the bill into law requiring the board of forestry and fire protection to certify an 
environmental impact report for a vegetation treatment program by February 
2020. This gives Cal Fire time to analyze the results before fire season 
arrives. In a statement, the Senator said that “With year after year of record-
breaking wildfires, fire-related deaths, acres burned, and structures 
destroyed, it was clear that an updated report on changes to California’s 
landscape has never been greater”. The law will into effect on January 1st.

The results are inconclusive. The family of a dog who died from suspected 
exposure to blue-green algae in August after a swim in the Putah Creek 
area allowed the California Animal Health and Food Safety Laboratory at 
UC Davis to test the dog’s stomach contents and some body tissue. The 
California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA) 
also performed their own evaluation. An investigation was launched after 
the dog’s sudden death, and samples of water from the Putah Creek area 
were also tested. The tests didn’t find any of the common types of toxins in 
the water or in the dog samples, but also didn’t conclusively rule out an 
algae-related cause. Pets are particularly at risk from swimming in water 
contaminated by blue-green algae. If an animal becomes sick or dies 
suddenly after swimming in any body of water, please call or take the animal 
to a veterinarian and alert your local Health Department.

Mounting expenses related to PG&E’s bankruptcy as attorney fees alone 
have reached $140 million dollars, even before wildfire victims have seen 
any compensation. According to the US trustee administering the chapter 
11 proceedings Andrew Vara, the bankruptcy is likely to be among the most 
expensive ever filed. The Daily Journal reports that questionable expenses 
include attorney’s fees for meetings attended by 22 attorneys at the same 
time, recent law school graduates billing at the same rate as the most 
experienced lawyers, nonworking meals and air travel, and a firm that billed 
12 hour days for 100 consecutive days. Executive Director with consumer 
group The Utility Reform Network Mark Toney, notes that while lawyers are 
billing the exorbitant fees, customers wait in tents and trailers. An attorney 
for about 5,500 wildfire victims, Gerald Singleton says that the utility 
company is hoping to pay wildfire victims $.50 on the dollar for their losses.

Governor Newsom warns that the stat’s longest ever period of economic 
growth is slowing, which may be felt in next year’s budget. Record surpluses 
allowed the governor this year to increase access to health care, housing, 
and education spending but next year’s budget may not be so liberal. His 
2020 budget is due in January.

Today is the deadline for the Mendocino County Cannabis Cultivation phase 
one. All applications for cultivation must be in by 5 pm and can be dropped 
off at the Department of Planning and Building Services, where they will be 
reviewed to ensure that all required documentation was submitted. 
Applicants will be notified in writing whether or not the application was 
complete. It’s important to include all required documentation because any 
applications that are incomplete will not be included in phase one.



Ukiah High students have been celebrating homecoming all week with 
rallies, projects, and even donations to the Ukiah Food Bank. Students will 
be sporting class colors when they fill the gym for a rally just before 10 am. 
A parade gets underway at 3:45 and the JV football game is at 5 pm, varsity 
at 7:30 pm.

According to a new poll released yesterday by the Public Policy Institute of 
California, voters are worried about housing and homelessness, and at least 
part the blame lies with Governor Newsom. According to the results, more 
voters likely disapprove of his job performance than approve. Compare that 
to a different poll released Monday by UC Berkley’s institute of 
governmental studies, which show voters approve of the Governor’s job 
performance by about 20 percentage points.

California may have a new type of bank by next year, all thanks to a bill 
signed yesterday by Governor Newsom setting up rules for public banks. 
The new financial institutions would be owned by, and primarily serve public 
agencies. Unlike private banks, they’ll be required to put the public good 
over profits. Debbie Notkin, with the California Public Banking Alliance, 
predicts the agencies will save a considerable amount of money. Wall Street 
banks have criticized California’s legislation, saying banking is too complex 
to be entrusted to government, but Notkin points out that all five of the 
biggest Wall Street banks have felony charges on their records and have 
paid huge fines for their misdeeds in recent years. She’s also convinced that 
public banks will be more responsive to local and regional concerns.

Fire prevention week kicks off on Sunday as a reminder to plan and practice 
a safe escape route in the event of a house or wildfire. CalFire Director 
Thom Porter says that being aware of your surroundings is an ability people 
need to use everywhere and that no matter where you are, you should 
always look for two ways out. If an alarm sounds, take it seriously and get 
out immediately. If it’s a wildfire situation, leave right away. Experts advise 
coming up with a plan which should be practiced day and night so that it 
becomes muscle memory. Draw a map of each level in the home, and show 
two ways out of every room. Designate a meeting place like a mailbox or 
tree and call 911 from the meeting place during an emergency. Make plans 
to help children or those with disabilities get out, install smoke alarms in the 
home’s sleeping areas, and for those trapped inside, firefighters have the 
best training to rescue them. Log on for more info 
at readyforwildfire.org or fire.ca.gov.

Governor Newsom has signed a law that will make it easier for local school 
boards to deny new charters schools. The new law includes a two-year 
moratorium on non-classroom-based charters, new credentialing 
requirements for teachers and a provision that allows school boards to 
examine the financial impact of a new charter school. The law essentially 
ensures that charter schools are held to the same standards as public 
schools. local officials could potentially shut down a charter in districts with 
budget problems under the legislation.
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Up to $125,000 in funding is available under the 2020 community enrichment program, according to an announcement by the Community Foundation of Mendocino County. The grant awards will range from $3000 to $8000 for community projects throughout Mendocino County. Interested organizations can apply at communityfound.org. There are several workshops planned to explain the details and answer questions starting with one in Ukiah on Friday, Oct 18th at the Community Foundation of Mendocino County Community room at 204 S Oak Street. A South Coast workshop is planned for Oct 22nd, North Coast Oct 25th and there’s one in Willits Oct 30th. All workshops will be from noon to 1:30 pm and are free to attend.

It’s five months in prison for a Napa Valley winemaker, the latest sentence 
handed down over the national college admissions scandal, and so far the 
toughest. 52-year-old Agustin F. Huneeus pleaded guilty to fraud charges 
last May and admitted to paying bribes to have his daughter’s answers on 
her SAT fixed so she could get into USC as a competitive water polo player. 
Governor Newson has signed legislation aimed at making it harder for those 
with money to buy their kid’s way into elite schools, including a bill that bans 
parents found guilty in the admission scandal from taking tax deductions for 
donations they made to any fake charities involved. Over 20 other people 
have entered pleas in the case.

A man’s been arrested in Fort Bragg after reports of a shooting. Deputies 
got a call last Wednesday to reports of a gunshot victim. They spoke to five 
people and found the group all lived on the property and found out David 
Appier was being verbally abusive to a woman about living arrangements. 
The woman was living with a man there. He pulled up just before the 
shooting. The couple in an RV and heard Appier outside yelling. They got 
out and apparently Appier shot the man, but missed, then the couple took 
off. Appier’s been arrested for attempted murder and had outstanding 
warrants so he’s held on $125,000.00 bail.A man’s arrested in Mendocino County after a parent reports her 13 year 
old daughter had been texting with him. The parent called saying the 13 
year-old daughter was Facebook friends with a 29 year-old man, they 
believed was a sex registrant. They’ve identified the man as Brian Hurtado 
who was indeed a registered sex offender on Active Parole after a prison 
sentence for Lewd and Lascivious Acts with a child under 14. His Parole 
Officer was called and Hurtado was arrested after telling deputies he wasn’t 
allowed any contact with minors, and he wasn’t allowed to use social media 
sites.  He’s charged with multiple violations of his parole and booked on no 
bail.

Mendocino County is considering using satellite imagery for cannabis code 
enforcement and collecting fees from non-permitted cultivation. The 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors doing a feasibility study on what it 
would cost. The findings have to get back to the board within 60 days. The 
satellite imagery to see how many growers are in the county both legally 
and illegally and could potentially help the county get more cultivators not 
participating in the cannabis program to take part. A couple of supervisors 
voted no though, saying it would be too much work for county staff.

The Cal Fire Mendocino Unit is lifting the burn permit suspension. The chief 
of the unit formally canceling and with that burning on permissible burn days 
can resume. The agriculture burns have to be inspected by CAL FIRE 
before burning until the end of peak fire season. And there could be 
inspections required for other burns too. Check with the Air Quality 
Management District on that. The burn permit suspension comes with cooler 
temperatures, higher humidity and winter like weather

http://communityfound.org/


A lot of work ahead in Lake County planning as the Board of Supervisors 
agrees to revise all area plans in the county. The Community Development 
Principal Planner Byron Turner says each of the plans could take a year or 
more to revise. That includes multiple public meetings and forming an Area 
Plan Advisory Committee. There are eight area plans. Lakeport’s had some 
revisions in 2012 and Middletown had comprehensive revisions in 2010. 
Lower Lake’s is the oldest to have revisions, that happened in 1988, and the 
Cobb area plan was in 1989. The revisions after some residents asked for a 
new ordinance to limit some retailers from coming to Lake County, which the 
board took no action on. They instead decided to go with the area plan 
revisions.

The Lake County Sheriff’s Office recovers a stolen bike that had been put 
up for sale on ebay. Someone in Kelseyville reported their specialized 
$7,300 mountain bike was stolen last May.  The victim then saw his bike on 
eBay for sale and called police. Detectives gathered info on the seller, 
contacted the guy who says he posted if for a friend. They identified the 
man, Jon Ferrer of Lakeport and contacted him at home. They got a search 
warrant and as they entered they say they saw him running, but they 
arrested him after finding the stolen bike in his house along with a small 
amount of meth. He told deputies he bought the bike from a Hispanic man 
three to four months ago in Kelseyville, and said he didn’t know it was 
stolen. He’s charged with grand theft, receiving stolen property, possession 
of a controlled substance, and resisting arrest. He posted bail and was 
released.

Windy weather on the way and with that PG&E is warning there could be a 
public safety power shutoff. The Sheriff in Lake County posted a warning 
message on social media the power outage could last several days. Also 
the National Weather Service issued a fire weather watch for areas of 
Northern California including Lake County Wednesday and Thursday. 
PG&E put Lake County under a public safety power shutoff “watch” those 
two days. The county noted by PG&E as being under an “elevated” risk of a 
power shutoff on Friday, due to similar conditions. The power shut off most 
likely Wednesday early morning for up to five days. The forecast calls for 
winds gusting up to 60 to 70 miles per hour in the higher elevations.

Lake County Supervisors are deciding if the treasurer-tax collector should 
oversee the county’s investments or if they should look at other options. 
There’s an ad hoc committee with two supervisors and the Treasurer-Tax 
Collector for oversight of the department. The ad hoc committee is reviewing 
the best practices available to the County. Per state law the Board is the 
agent of the county, unless it’s delegated, by the county, to the treasurer. 
The board will also consider buying more protective gear for Code 
Enforcement officers, including multi-threat vests, Kenwood portable radios 
and accessories, portable radio holsters and officer safety training.

It’s Fire Prevention Week. Cal Fire reminding to prepare for fire this week. 
The agency director reminding, know matter where you are, beware of your 
surroundings, and look for two ways out. They also remind to have a home 
escape plan that you practice every month. Have a meeting place outdoors 
so your family knows the plan and have a communication plan in place. The 
director reminds, don’t wait to evacuate, if you feel uncomfortable, leave 
early and make sure your pets are with you and you take important items 
too.



The Ghost Ship founder is being tried again in the manslaughter case after 
36 people at a party in the Oakland warehouse died in a fire. The jury in the 
case against Derick Almena deadlocked last month, 10-2 in favor of finding 
him guilty. His co-defendant, and right hand man at the warehouse, Max 
Harris was found not guilty. Almena’s lawyer says they’d rather go to trial 
than negotiate a deal. The new trial date will be next March. The judge in 
the case also denied lowering Almena’s bail to $50,000 from $750,000. He’s 
been in jail over two years.

The Governor’s signed that massive overhaul for charter schools into law. 
The public schools will have more oversight after criticism, including some 
by teachers unions about too many charter schools popping up, placing 
undue financial stress on the other public schools. Now districts can decide 
to deny a charter school application and allows for appeals of decisions. 
Schools can also be closed if they don’t meet performance standards and 
charter schoolteachers will have to have the same credentials as traditional 
public school teachers. The president and CEO of the California Charter 
Schools Association says this will affirm high-quality charter schools are 
here to stay.

A man’s been arrested in Fort Bragg after reports of a shooting. Deputies 
got a call last Wednesday to reports of a gunshot victim. They spoke to five 
people and found the group all lived on the property and found out David 
Appier was being verbally abusive to a woman about living arrangements. 
The woman was living with a man there. He pulled up just before the 
shooting. The couple in an RV and heard Appier outside yelling. They got 
out and apparently Appier shot the man, but missed, then the couple took 
off. Appier’s been arrested for attempted murder and had outstanding 
warrants so he’s held on $125,000.00 bail.A man’s arrested in Mendocino County after a parent reports her 13 year 
old daughter had been texting with him. The parent called saying the 13 
year-old daughter was Facebook friends with a 29 year-old man, they 
believed was a sex registrant. They’ve identified the man as Brian Hurtado 
who was indeed a registered sex offender on Active Parole after a prison 
sentence for Lewd and Lascivious Acts with a child under 14. His Parole 
Officer was called and Hurtado was arrested after telling deputies he wasn’t 
allowed any contact with minors, and he wasn’t allowed to use social media 
sites.  He’s charged with multiple violations of his parole and booked on no 
bail.

Mendocino County is considering using satellite imagery for cannabis code 
enforcement and collecting fees from non-permitted cultivation. The 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors doing a feasibility study on what it 
would cost. The findings have to get back to the board within 60 days. The 
satellite imagery to see how many growers are in the county both legally 
and illegally and could potentially help the county get more cultivators not 
participating in the cannabis program to take part. A couple of supervisors 
voted no though, saying it would be too much work for county staff.

The Cal Fire Mendocino Unit is lifting the burn permit suspension. The chief 
of the unit formally canceling and with that burning on permissible burn days 
can resume. The agriculture burns have to be inspected by CAL FIRE 
before burning until the end of peak fire season. And there could be 
inspections required for other burns too. Check with the Air Quality 
Management District on that. The burn permit suspension comes with cooler 
temperatures, higher humidity and winter like weather



A lot of work ahead in Lake County planning as the Board of Supervisors 
agrees to revise all area plans in the county. The Community Development 
Principal Planner Byron Turner says each of the plans could take a year or 
more to revise. That includes multiple public meetings and forming an Area 
Plan Advisory Committee. There are eight area plans. Lakeport’s had some 
revisions in 2012 and Middletown had comprehensive revisions in 2010. 
Lower Lake’s is the oldest to have revisions, that happened in 1988, and the 
Cobb area plan was in 1989. The revisions after some residents asked for a 
new ordinance to limit some retailers from coming to Lake County, which the 
board took no action on. They instead decided to go with the area plan 
revisions.

The Lake County Sheriff’s Office recovers a stolen bike that had been put 
up for sale on ebay. Someone in Kelseyville reported their specialized 
$7,300 mountain bike was stolen last May.  The victim then saw his bike on 
eBay for sale and called police. Detectives gathered info on the seller, 
contacted the guy who says he posted if for a friend. They identified the 
man, Jon Ferrer of Lakeport and contacted him at home. They got a search 
warrant and as they entered they say they saw him running, but they 
arrested him after finding the stolen bike in his house along with a small 
amount of meth. He told deputies he bought the bike from a Hispanic man 
three to four months ago in Kelseyville, and said he didn’t know it was 
stolen. He’s charged with grand theft, receiving stolen property, possession 
of a controlled substance, and resisting arrest. He posted bail and was 
released.

Windy weather on the way and with that PG&E is warning there could be a 
public safety power shutoff. The Sheriff in Lake County posted a warning 
message on social media the power outage could last several days. Also 
the National Weather Service issued a fire weather watch for areas of 
Northern California including Lake County Wednesday and Thursday. 
PG&E put Lake County under a public safety power shutoff “watch” those 
two days. The county noted by PG&E as being under an “elevated” risk of a 
power shutoff on Friday, due to similar conditions. The power shut off most 
likely Wednesday early morning for up to five days. The forecast calls for 
winds gusting up to 60 to 70 miles per hour in the higher elevations.

Lake County Supervisors are deciding if the treasurer-tax collector should 
oversee the county’s investments or if they should look at other options. 
There’s an ad hoc committee with two supervisors and the Treasurer-Tax 
Collector for oversight of the department. The ad hoc committee is reviewing 
the best practices available to the County. Per state law the Board is the 
agent of the county, unless it’s delegated, by the county, to the treasurer. 
The board will also consider buying more protective gear for Code 
Enforcement officers, including multi-threat vests, Kenwood portable radios 
and accessories, portable radio holsters and officer safety training.

It’s Fire Prevention Week. Cal Fire reminding to prepare for fire this week. 
The agency director reminding, know matter where you are, beware of your 
surroundings, and look for two ways out. They also remind to have a home 
escape plan that you practice every month. Have a meeting place outdoors 
so your family knows the plan and have a communication plan in place. The 
director reminds, don’t wait to evacuate, if you feel uncomfortable, leave 
early and make sure your pets are with you and you take important items 
too.
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The Ghost Ship founder is being tried again in the manslaughter case after 
36 people at a party in the Oakland warehouse died in a fire. The jury in the 
case against Derick Almena deadlocked last month, 10-2 in favor of finding 
him guilty. His co-defendant, and right hand man at the warehouse, Max 
Harris was found not guilty. Almena’s lawyer says they’d rather go to trial 
than negotiate a deal. The new trial date will be next March. The judge in 
the case also denied lowering Almena’s bail to $50,000 from $750,000. He’s 
been in jail over two years.

The Governor’s signed that massive overhaul for charter schools into law. 
The public schools will have more oversight after criticism, including some 
by teachers unions about too many charter schools popping up, placing 
undue financial stress on the other public schools. Now districts can decide 
to deny a charter school application and allows for appeals of decisions. 
Schools can also be closed if they don’t meet performance standards and 
charter schoolteachers will have to have the same credentials as traditional 
public school teachers. The president and CEO of the California Charter 
Schools Association says this will affirm high-quality charter schools are 
here to stay.

Mendocino County has lost another cannabis program manager. Sean 
Connell started the job early this year and resigned last week. Just as 
“Phase One” of cannabis cultivation applications are submitted. Connell 
used to work elsewhere in County government and is a military vet. He tells 
Mendocino Voice he cares deeply about the program being successful, but 
had a conflict with leadership. He’s the second person in the position. Kelly 
Overton was his predecessor and only in the job four months.

More in law units could be coming if Gov. Newsom signs a bill into law. 
Lawmakers passed the measure allowing more units on large properties 
and some that are already standing may be able to stay with limitations. The 
Department of Housing and Community Development will manage the 
program. Lawmakers say they’re optimistic the governor will sign the bill into 
law. He has until Sunday.

A wind storm is coming and PG&E is ready. They’re planning a Public 
Safety Power Shutoff tomorrow across many areas of Northern Calif. In 
Lake County, several neighborhoods could lose power, so the County’s 
Health Services Department, Environmental Health Division is reminding 
you to toss Perishable foods like meat, poultry, fish, eggs, and leftovers if 
they’ve sat in 41 °F temps for over 4 hours. And if your refrigerator has been 
off for an extended amount of time, the food is bad.

PG&E is notifying county’s they’re initiating a power shut down because of 
red flag fire hazard conditions. Right now it covers Redwood Valley, Potter 
Valley, Hopland, Ukiah and the greater Ukiah Valley, but the areas could 
change before the shutoff which is set for midnight tonight. They say it will 
last thru Thursday afternoon at noon. But they’re also warning it may take 
several days to re-energize power lines.Residents can go to the County of Mendocino’s 
website www.mendocinocounty.org/community/public-safety-power-
shutoff and PG&E’s website www.prepareforpowerdown.com for power 
outage information, helpful preparedness tips and lists of markets, grocery 
stores and fueling stations that will be open during the outage in your 
area. For more information, please contact the Executive Office at 707-463-
4441.



Weather conditions look erratic and with that Pacific Gas and Electric warns 
they’re monitoring but is planning a public safety power shutoff for 30 
counties and more than 600,000 customers. The shutoff overnight could 
affect more than 26,000 medical baseline customers. PG&E has activated 
its Emergency Operations Center because of adverse weather and dry fuel 
conditions. In Lake County, the Sheriff has warned it could start early 
tomorrow until Thursday, but re-energization could take five days.

The National Weather Service has issued a wind advisory started at 5 a.m. 
tomorrow until midnight Thursday. PG&E has reportedly warned customers 
directly by phone, text and email yesterday about the power shutoff due to 
the weather conditions. Schools could be open thru the day if the shutoff 
happens during the day, but could be canceled if the shutoff is outside 
school hours, for as long as the shutoff continues. 26,000 customers would 
be affected in Lake County, 6,000 in Mendocino County, 32,000 in Napa 
County and another 66,000 or so in Sonoma County. Also the county of 
Sonoma and the city of Santa Rosa have declared proclamations of local 
emergency.

Hazardous trees are being removed by Caltrans in Lake County along 
several state highways. The agency says they’ve tagged the trees because 
they’re hazardous and are a major safety threat. Caltrans reports most of 
the trees were damaged in the Valley Fire. After they took dead trees out 
after the fire cleanup, it was decided a certified arborist would reassess the 
damaged trees that were thought to have a chance at recovery at a later 
date. Caltrans will reach out to property owners for tree assessments along 
the right-of-way on their property.

Two women from the Bay Area have been killed and four others injured 
after a crash near Williams Sunday. Part of Highway 20 was closed down 
after the crash. The CHP in Williams reported the women who died were a 
32 year old, who was driving, and the other, her 29-year-old passenger. 
Both of the women are from Oakland. The CHP reports the driver was going 
west on the Highway and lost control and rolled. The car went into the path 
of an SUV which was broadsided. That driver had minor injuries and went to 
a hospital in Chico for treatment. The other’s injured had minor to major 
injuries. The CHP reported all six crash victims had their seat belts on.

Absentee, vote by mail ballots on the way to voters in Lake County for the 
Measure N special election for the Northshore Fire Protection District. The 
special election is happening November 5th for a special property tax on 
parcels. The money to go to pay for local emergency medical and fire 
services, hiring firefighters, and replacing outdated equipment and 
apparatus. The voter registration deadline is Monday, Oct. 21st. You can 
now register online thru the Calif. state government site or hit the Registrar 
of Voters office, public library, DMV, post office or other local government 
offices.

It’s been exactly two years since the Redwood Complex Fire. A slew of fires 
broke out over two days, the notorious October 2017 firestorm that killed 
more than 40 people, included the Redwood Complex that started as two 
fires, the Potter Valley and Redwood Valley fires which ending up turning 
into one giant inferno. The fire killed nine people, took down 546 structures 
and burned more than 36,000 acres. Trees had fallen onto PG&E lines 
starting the fire. It was months before some people could rebuild and more 
than a year for others.



Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) Resources:

PSPS Service Impact Map –

PG&E – 1-800-743-5009

Mendocino County Twitter – @countymendocino

A man from Lakeport accused of killing his dad and trying to kill his mom 
was supposed to go to trial again, but it’s been put on hold. The 50 year old 
due in court Sept. 27th, but the hospital he’s been supposed to be admitted 
to was requesting another 48 hours to send a note to court. The case 
continued, but if Steven Michael Fredericks does not appear at the hospital 
before Oct. 16th, the court will need a written response as to why. The 
Department of State Hospitals had an anticipated admission date for 
Fredericks but apparently he has not been transported. His jury trial was 
waived over the summer.

Honors for three schools in Ukiah for positive behavior. The California PBIS 
Coalition for successful Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 
(PBIS) implementation awarding Yokayo and Grace Hudson Elementary 
Schools for successful implementation at the Gold level. Pomolita Middle 
won a Silver level. All UUSD are reportedly working to Gold level 
implementation. The organization looks for schools that use evidence-based 
prevention and intervention practices supporting academic, social, 
emotional, and behavioral skills of all students.

More firefighters are getting ready for the forecasted extreme fire weather 
across California. Cal Fire announced since the most destructive and 
deadliest fires happen from October to December they’ve increased staffing. 
But with that the Cal Fire director is also warning Californians not to be 
complacent. Wind driven fires move fast so you need to be ready to leave 
your house at a moment’s notice in the event of a wildfire. It also happens to 
be Fire Prevention Week, a good time to come up with a fire ready, 
evacuation plan. Electricity may be shut off to hundreds of thousands across 
the state. Cal Fire can also request a power shut off from a utility company if 
there’s an active wildfire around powerlines firefighters are fighting.

To learn how you can be prepared for wildfires and evacuation steps, 
visit ReadyForWildfire.org and preventwildfireca.org.

Officials in the County of Mendocino are monitoring the upcoming Pacific 
Gas and Electric (PG&E) Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) set for the 
area. The City of Ukiah, and areas in and around Willits and Fort Bragg are 
not expected to be de-energized, but the Sheriff’s office is encouraging 
residents to continue prepare for an outage. PG&E has a service map 
they’re updating to show where the outages will be. You can access it on 
our website and Facebook page. The possible shutoff will start at midnight 
and last thru Thursday at noon. There will be a Community Resource Center 
for those in Mendocino County at 1775 N. State St from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm.

PG&E Community Resource Center (CRC) – 1775 N State St, Ukiah CA 
95482 (anticipated to open at 8:00 am on 10/9)

https://www.pge.com/en_US/safety/emergency-preparedness/natural-disaster/wildfires/psps-service-impact-map.page

PG&E Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/pacificgasandelectric/

PG&E Twitter – https://twitter.com/PGE4Me

PSPS Information and Local Resources – https://www.mendocinocounty.org/community/public-safety-power-shutoff

Mendocino County Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/mendocinocounty

https://mendocinosheriff.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d58e8d47c32727a999b3dde01&id=2be0f9994e&e=fed8d8a9e4
https://www.facebook.com/pacificgasandelectric/
https://twitter.com/PGE4Me
https://mendocinosheriff.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d58e8d47c32727a999b3dde01&id=40fe1ab33d&e=fed8d8a9e4
https://mendocinosheriff.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d58e8d47c32727a999b3dde01&id=d03bc51d24&e=fed8d8a9e4


Mendocino County Instagram – @countyofmendocino

City of Ukiah PSPS Outage/Electrical Outage Lines – 463-6288/463-6228

10/09/19

Mendocino County Sheriff Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/MendocinoSheriff

City of Ukiah Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/cityofukiah

For more information, please contact the Executive Office at 707-463-
4441.The County will remain open during the duration of the PSPS event.

Nearly $50,000 has been awarded to Mendocino Coast Clinics for health 
care provided last year. They got another $167,000 to expand behavioral 
health services. The quality award was $30,000 for their patient-centered 
medical home designation, about $12,550 for a 15% improvement on 
clinical quality from 2017 to 2018, and $6,000 for using health information 
technology for more access to care and advancing the quality of care 
between 2017 and 2018. The behavioral health expansion grant funding for 
more services, including child psychiatry via video conference, also known 
as telemedicine.

Lake county’s Public Health Dept. reminding we’re upon flu season and 
getting a flu shot is the best prevention. So those 6 months and older are 
encouraged to get vaccinated. Another way to avoid getting sick is to use 
good hygiene to protect yourself and those around you. Use the crook of 
your arm or of course a tissue If you cough or sneeze and cover your nose 
and mouth too. Viruses can easily pass from hands to anything you touch, 
so washing your hands frequently or using an alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
if soap and water aren’t available.  Lake County Public Health is offering 
seasonal flu vaccines for $2. For more info give them a call to make your 
appointment.

(5:00pm update) Updates on the Public Safety Power Shutoff in Northern 
and Central Calif. Thousands in the North Bay were without power. It started 
in phases. The first reports came in around midnight as PG&E had warned. 
Hundreds of thousands are impacted, and the worst of the weather is 
supposed to come tonight and tomorrow morning. Almost 70,000 customers 
in the dark in Sonoma County. In Santa Rosa, fire officials say there have 
been more crashes because the traffic lights were powered down. In 
Mendocino County, it started with a midnight power down for almost 6,400 
customers in Redwood Valley, Potter Valley, Hopland, the greater Ukiah 
Valley, parts of Willits, Leggett, Piercy, Whitethorn and Whale Gulch. But 
not in the city of Ukiah, Fort Bragg, Point Arena and the Mendocino County 
coastal communities. Many of the towns and cities across Lake County were 
also in the dark this morning, some were unplanned. A PG&E spokesperson 
says peak winds today into tomorrow morning could reach 60 to 70 mph at 
higher elevations. They say some people without power may not be 
experiencing windy conditions, but the power system relies on lines working 
together, providing electricity across cities, counties and regions. A red flag 
warning is set to expire tomorrow night. But no word yet when power will be 
re-energized.

Schools in Ukiah should have their power on as of this report. This from the 
city which, along with PG&E, have said power will stay on at all UUSD 
schools today. So with that, there aren’t any plans to close any of the Ukiah 
Unified schools. The Superintendent’s Office would make an announcement 
otherwise and says they’ll inform immediately of any changes. Staffers are 
working with the City of Ukiah, Mendocino County Office of Emergency 
Services (OES), and PG&E to monitor the current Public Safety Power 
Shutoff. Follow them on Facebook or listen to this radio station for any 
further info. You can also log on to the school district’s website for more 
info.

https://www.facebook.com/MendocinoSheriff
https://mendocinosheriff.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d58e8d47c32727a999b3dde01&id=65857ba00c&e=fed8d8a9e4


Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) Resources:

PSPS Service Impact Map –

PG&E – 1-800-743-5009

Mendocino County Twitter – @countymendocino

Mendocino County Instagram – @countyofmendocino

City of Ukiah PSPS Outage/Electrical Outage Lines – 463-6288/463-6228

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office sending out an update on the 
planned PG&E power shutoff. It will affect Redwood Valley, Potter Valley, 
Hopland, parts of unincorporated Ukiah Valley, 62 PG&E service points in 
the Willits area, Leggett, Piercy, Whitethorn and Whale Gulch. Ukiah, Fort 
Bragg, Point Arena and all of unincorporated Mendocino County coastal 
communities will NOT be affected.

The Sheriff in Mendocino County says his office is continually monitoring the 
Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS). They are warning those who are not 
within the map areas laid out by PG&E to still be prepared because 
widespread outages could still affect you.

PG&E Community Resource Center (CRC) – 1775 N State St, Ukiah CA 
95482 (anticipated to open at 8:00 am on 10/9)

https://www.pge.com/…/wildfires/psps-service-impact-map.page

PG&E Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/pacificgasandelectric/

PG&E Twitter – https://twitter.com/PGE4Me

PSPS Information and Local Resources – https://www.mendocinocounty.org/…/public-safety-power-shuto…

Mendocino County Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/mendocinocounty

Mendocino County Sheriff Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/MendocinoSheriff

City of Ukiah Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/cityofukiah

For more information, please contact the Executive Office at 707-463-
4441.The County will remain open during the duration of the PSPS event.

To subscribe to receive press releases issued by the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office, please visit this website: http://news.mendocinosheriff.com.

To receive Nixle alert notifications from your local agencies, text your zip code to 888777, or visit the following website: https://local.nixle.com/register/.Some of the outages already reported around Lake Mendocino and up the 
Hwy 101 corridor. Mendocino Voice reporting folks in Redwood Valley up to 
the top of the Ridgewood Grade and some on Vichy Springs Rd. also lost 
power. Also hit early this morning, Potter Valley, and east on Highway 20. 
Then in Sonoma, the city of Sonoma, parts of Santa Rosa and farther east. 
Humboldt County hit along the 101 corridor and out along the 299. The 
news site reports Rohnert Park has lost power, part of Lake County, in 
Lakeport, Blue Lakes, and Kelseyville. Un-planned outages have also 
occurred in Humboldt County and Leggett and across Lake County from 
Lower Lake to Upper Lake. Napa and St. Helena are also reporting some 
outages.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pge.com%2Fen_US%2Fsafety%2Femergency-preparedness%2Fnatural-disaster%2Fwildfires%2Fpsps-service-impact-map.page%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR396-tEO0YZ7yUigEFDBB4fr-9ZtTKTDY2HKid6BB9EdADjpnZ_OSU45Gs&h=AT2jUFES4qD9H6SUw4c
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A man in Ukiah reportedly attacked by at least one other man has died. 
Ukiah police report getting a call for a welfare check a couple weekends ago 
to the 100 block of E. Gobbi St. finding a man lying on the ground 
unresponsive. The man is identified as local transient Jimmy Isenhart. They 
say it looked like he had head trauma and was bleeding from the mouth and 
face. He died a couple days later at the hospital. Several witnesses told 
police they saw two men in the area at the time of the assault. Days later 
cops identified another transient Isaiah Bennett as Isenhart’s attacker. He’s 
admitted he was in the area at the time and has been arrested on suspicion 
of murder.

Mendocino County spending money on opioid education. An agreement 
reached for Mendocino County Youth Project to provide education and 
outreach in Mendocino County Schools to prevent opioid abuse in the area. 
The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors agreed to put up about 
$40,000 for the Mendocino County Youth Project and Youth Action Program 
to come up with a program complete with services and prevention strategies 
for students in grades 6 through 12, kids in alcohol and drug prevention 
education and targeted transition-age youths from 18-25.

PG&E has confirmed they powered down the grid to hundreds of thousands 
across Northern and Central Calif. Right after 1 a.m., a confirmation from 
the utility that the first phase of the public safety power shutoff had begun 
on a large swath of its service area because of a forecasted, widespread, 
severe wind event. PG&E says it’s a last resort in response to the measure 
of last resort and it’s in response to “unprecedented fire risk.” Lake Co News 
reports more than 800,000 customers in 34 counties will be affected, 
including over 37,400 customers in Lake County; 2,167 of those are medical 
baseline customers. The Lake County Sheriff told the news site all 
populated areas of the county should expect to be impacted. A 
meteorologist with the utility company says forecasts have consistently 
shown an offshore wind event through Friday. And that along with low 
relative humidity and very dry vegetation, creates dangerous fire weather.

There’s a new Lake County Public Health Officer. The Board of Supervisors 
has appointed Dr. Gary Pace permanently after he was the interim Public 
Health officer since August. The Board Chair announced the appointment 
yesterday, calling Dr. Pace, “a truly thoughtful individual and excellent 
medical mind”. Pace has experience in family and clinical practice, and as a 
medical director in health care facilities. He was also the county of 
Mendocino’s Public Health officer in the past.

Congressmembers Mike Thompson and John Garamendi are asking the 
federal government for more money to help improve the health of Clear 
Lake. The two asking the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to use disaster-
recovery funds from Congress for the Middle Creek Flood Damage 
Reduction and Ecosystem Restoration Project in Lake County. There’s 
about $15 million in state money as a share with the fed, set aside for the 
project. And Congress had authorized the project back in 2007. So now the 
two Northern Calif. Congressional members are urging the Army Corp to 
dedicate new funds to the project to support Lake County.
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Regional wineries also affected by PG&E’s scheduled power outage. 
They’re reportedly preparing for no power by securing generators and 
electricians so they will be able to keep up with the yearly grape harvest 
that’s got about another month. The Press Democrat reports the power 
shutoff at a critical time for wineries as they’re moving their late red grape 
varieties onto crush pads this week. They’re also in the middle of fermenting 
some varietals in their tanks and storing wine in barrels from past vintages. 
They could lose the majority of wine stock if there’s no power for an 
extended amount of time. The Sonoma County Vintners trade group says 
most wineries are ready and others are offering to help others who are not.

Winds calm earlier as a red flag warning started and the power was out for 
hundreds of thousands of Californians during PG&E’s massive power shut 
off. Many in the dark across Lake County, Sonoma County where there are 
about 50 planned outages, mostly in Santa Rosa with more than 26,000 in 
the dark. The Press Democrat reports almost all of the Sonoma Valley was 
without power this morning. The outages came in stages, many online 
complaining there wasn’t any wind, but forecasters say the strongest is yet 
to come, that with low humidity increases the fire danger. Another 234,000 
customers in seven more counties are going dark too including here in 
Mendocino County and in major Bay Area counties including Alameda, 
Contra Costa and Santa Clara.

The Public Safety Power Shutoffs continue in parts of Calif. as weather 
conditions remain fluid.  Pacific Gas and Electric reported last night they 
were still turning off power but hoped to be restoring power to other areas 
today. Lake Co News reports more than 500,000 customers were in the 
dark, including about 37,400 in Lake County due to a red flag alert from the 
National Weather Service. The second phase was delayed due to changing 
conditions. That was supposed to hit about 234,000 more customers in two 
waves. The main meteorologist for the utility company said they were 
monitoring the windstorm which was headed to Southern California today 
and tomorrow, calling it a state-wide fire event. Wind speeds of up to 50 
mph tracked in Redding.

PG&E says improving weather has patrols out deciding whether or not they 
should restore power in some areas. The peak in the weather was 
supposed to happen late last night and this morning. Once that shifts, they 
say they will send helicopters and thousands of ground personnel out for 
inspections of power lines before they reenergize the system. They warn 
since there is such a large outage area, it could be several more days until 
power is restored to some customers. They says so far 800,000 PG&E 
customers were impacted, but late last night some got their power back on. 
There are also multiple customer resource centers set up.

The Clearlake City Council says it’s still meeting in the midst of the public 
safety power shutoff. They’re going to pickup extending a letter of intent to a 
company who wants to buy the old airport property and develop it. It comes 
after a meeting in April with a company interested in the old Pierce Airfield 
property. The company turned in a letter of intent which is set to expire 
tomorrow. The firm is asking for an extension. The meeting tonight at 6 at 
City Hall. They have generator power. They also plan a public hearing soon 
to adopt the housing element update. When the meeting ends the council 
will conduct a closed-door session to discuss ongoing litigation with PG&E.



Federal money going to Calif. for roads so the CHP is starting a new 
campaign to bring down the number of crashes caused by speed and 
aggressive driving. $1.5 million has been received by the Patrol for the 
Regulate Aggressive Driving and Reduce Speed, or RADARS, IV program. 
The CHP says it’s to reduce fatal and injury traffic crashes due to speed. 
They’re bolstering patrols and plan on adding a public awareness campaign 
across the state, focusing on speed-related causes of crashes.

A new law signed by the governor aims to promptly test rape kits. The Gov. 
signed the legislation which passed unanimously in the Senate and 
Assembly, so newly collected rape kits have to be submitted within 20 days 
then testing has to happen no longer than 120 days later. The bill in 
alignment with federal law, ensuring survivors who report being sexually 
assaulted get equal access to the submission and analysis of forensic 
evidence related to their cases.

The Cal Fire director speaking out on PG&E’s Public Safety Power Shutoffs. 
Director Thom Porter says since Calif. has seen some of the most 
destructive and deadliest fires October through December, they remind 
Californians not to be complacent. He says even though they’ve got more 
staff working, they need the public to stay vigilant, follow evacuation orders 
and leave early because fires move fast in these conditions. PG&E 
headquarters had more people on staff, four teams of 25. It’s the first time 
the utility company has undertaken such a massive power down which they 
say could impact more than a million customers in Northern California alone. 
 Critics are calling the company out for overly extreme measures so they 
don’t get sued again if there’s a major fire. But PG&E says it was the right 
thing to do to keep everyone safe.

Businesses remain closed due to the power shutoff across Northern and 
Central Calif. The Record Bee reports critical buildings like hospitals and the 
county jail and courthouse were using generators for power, but most of the 
area gas stations and restaurants were closed. The City Manager says just 
about a year after the Mendocino Complex fires, the power down was 
further weakening the economy.

Areas of Redwood Valley, Potter Valley, Hopland, parts of the 
unincorporated areas of the Ukiah Valley, and more than 60 PG& E service 
points in the Willits area were powered down, with an expected power back 
up sometime this afternoon. There were forecasts of winds between 20 to 
30 mph with some gusts hitting 40 mph in higher elevations of the interior 
Mendocino County. The Daily Journal reports even though Ukiah, Fort 
Bragg, Point Arena, and the unincorporated Mendocino County coastal 
communities were supposed to stay lit up, about 88 percent of people in 
those areas reported no power.

Several students will be out of school across Northern Calif due to the 
power shutoffs. At least 100,000 students were off school yesterday due to 
red flag conditions and high winds predicted across Northern California. 
More than 260 schools in 14 counties, including Sonoma, Napa, Contra 
Costa and Alameda said they were staying closed due to the weather 
forecast and planned public safety power shutoffs. PG&E alerted 800,000 
Northern California customers they would have no power. There was one 
larger blackout, the Great Blackout back in Sept. 2011 after a maintenance 
transmission line was out in Arizona which caused a massive power outage 
across the Southwest.



PG&E expected to get workers out in the field to start inspecting power lines 
and restore service to those without power as the weather conditions 
improve. They say they’ve got 6,500 personnel and 45 helicopters ready to 
visually inspect all equipment prior to lighting everything back up. 
Something they can only do during daylight hours. And because they have 
hundreds of miles of lines across the state, and they say there may be 
major damage, they’re warning it could take days for the power to be back 
on. The power down to avoid another Camp Fire, which burned last year, 
devastating the City of Paradise and surrounding towns.

A fire put out in Ukiah. The fire reported Tuesday late morning was out by 
early afternoon. It burned a shed and spread to structures near it, causing 
some damage to a garage. The fire also damaged a neighbor’s truck and 
burned a security camera. The fire did not burn inside the home where it 
started though. Nobody was injured or inside at the time.

Congressman Jared Huffman back in Calif. talking to fisherman and 
fisheries in the North Coast. Huffman looking for input on the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act in Arcata. The act 
governs how fisheries are managed in federal water, something the 
Congressman says can be built upon. It was put together to stop overfishing 
certain areas, rebuild overfished stocks, help the economy by using reliable 
data and science, help conserve essential fish habitat, and make sure 
there’s a safe and sustainable supply of seafood. But local fisherman say 
it’s only helping larger vessels. And there are permits for certain types of fish 
to prevent overfishing. Many of the attendees say the act needs more than a 
few tweaks, it needs an overhaul.

New laws signed by the governor hoping to avert another college 
admissions scandal like the one that ensnared a couple of celebrity moms 
and a major winemaker from the Napa Valley. The parents forked over big 
bucks to get their kids into prestigious universities nationwide. The College 
Promise Program is expanded to offer two years junior college free for some 
students; another bill relaxes requirements for those getting vouchers and 
provides financial assistance for current and former foster kids; another bill 
helps those who are housing or food insecure; and a fourth bill to expand 
eligibility for the California DREAM loan for those enrolled in professional or 
graduate degree programs.

A woman ends up in the hospital in Fort Bragg being found sleeping in the 
former Social Services Building. Cops found a woman there they say they 
knew from previous contact. They say she seemed to be having a problem 
breathing, then noticed blood coming from her nose and mouth. They 
started CPR and finding no pulse, then used an Automated External 
Defibrillator on the woman. Soon after other first responders were on the 
scene and the victim was stabilized and taken to a hospital. No word on the 
woman’s identity or what may have happened to her.

An elderly woman in the hospital in Fort Bragg found with part of her calf 
muscle missing and police say it’s elder abuse. Police got a call to the 
hospital Tuesday where the 83 year old victim was being treated. They say 
her injury was consistent with being inflicted by a dog. They also say they’d 
been to her house a couple other times for reports of dogs biting kids in the 
neighborhood. They say both times the dogs were put in quarantine. She 
apparently shares a home with her daughter and caretaker, Martine 
Dalamas , who police say is the suspect in the case. Officers say when 
paramedics came to get the woman they saw a large dog actively biting and 
licking her wound. Dalamas and other family members home at the time of 
the incident, now Dalamas is arrested and the dog suspected of inflicting the 
injuries was taken to the animal shelter in Ukiah.



PG&E says areas in Mendocino County powered down are now “all clear” 
and they’ll start to assess the area, then power back on those in the dark. 
They cannot say how long that will take, only that it will happen during the 
daytime hours. They say since there were many miles of power line 
powered down, the lines all need to be inspected before they’re flipped back 
on again and to prepare for an extended outage. The utility company says 
it’s working with state and local agencies for updated restoration timelines 
after the severe weather event is over. For more info, feel free to call the 
Executive Office of Mendocino County.

A man in Manchester’s been arrested after he was found reeking like 
alcohol and on probation. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reports 
deputies knew the guy, Marshall Collins, was on active felony probation and 
that he had to submit to a person and property search. Deputies say during 
that time they found he was in possession of several alcoholic beverages 
and that he smelled like booze. His probation terms said he was not allowed 
to have alcohol on him or drink it, so he was found in violation of his 
probation and taken to jail and booked on no bail status.

Power is beginning to trickle back on for about 600,000 customers in 
Northern California, but in Sonoma County about 66,000 customers are still 
going to be in the dark for a time. The utility company has to inspect almost 
27,000 miles of power lines, utility poles and towers, which could take 
several days. They have thousands of workers in the field to look for 
downed lines after the wind event. A PG&E spokesperson says workers 
have to travel on narrow roads in some locations and in others, they might 
have to hike to remote or mountainous terrain to assess equipment. They 
did say they had reports of vegetation-related damage to power equipment 
so that has to be repaired before the power is turned back on. They are 
reporting no fires though related to their equipment in the shut off area of 34 
counties in Northern and Central California including parts of Sonoma, 
Mendocino, Lake and Napa counties.

Many areas of Mendocino County that had the Public Safety Power Shutoff 
in place should be getting their power back on soon. The Sheriff’s office 
reports Redwood Valley, Potter Valley, Hopland, part of unincorporated 
areas of the Ukiah Valley, several PG&E service points in Willits, Leggett, 
Piercy, Whitethorn and Whale Gulch should have the power switched back 
on at some point today. The County reports continually monitoring the 
blackout and says the utility company is assessing weather conditions at 
noon at 2 pm today and will let the Mendocino County Office of Emergency 
Services know once they figure out when they’ll start restoring power in the 
County. PG&E says it doesn’t mean they’ll flip a switch and that’s that, it 
could take days to re-energize the power lines and they ask customers to be 
patient and kind to PG&E workers in the field.

Evacuations ordered in the hills above San Francisco as a fast moving 
wildfire has been spreading. Firefighters from Moraga-Orinda on the scene 
by the St. Mary’s College campus early today, but say the school was not 
threatened. Cal Fire says the fire burned 60 acres in just over two hours. 
Evacuations were ordered in the Sander’s Ranch neighborhood quickly with 
community members told to only take essential items.  The neighborhood is 
part of the PG&E power shutdown, it’s located in Contra Costa County.
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Firefighters in Sonoma County say there’s been no major fire activity as 
gusty winds plowed thru the North Bay hills today, the second day of the 
planned power shut off.  The National Weather Service recording wind gusts 
of 77 mph early this morning in Mt. St. Helena. There were other gusts in 
high elevation areas 30 to 50 mph. The president of the California Public 
Utilities Commission said earlier this morning that PG&E’s handling of the 
blackout was “absolutely unacceptable”, adding they cannot accept it as the 
“new normal”.In the largest power down for PG&E ever, there was still a huge swath of 
land in the dark in Lake County late yesterday afternoon, even though 
power crews were starting to re-inspect lines. Hundreds of thousands still 
without power yesterday afternoon but PG&E did power back on about 
126,000 in Humboldt and other counties. The utility company put out a 
statement yesterday saying they would conduct safety inspections, repairs 
and power restoration after a weather ‘all clear’ was given. They also 
warned it could take a minute because there were some remote areas to 
inspect and others in treacherous terrain. They had more than 6,300 ground 
crews and 45 helicopters inspecting. They would repair if any damage was 
found, but did have reports of vegetation created damage. State Senator 
Mike McGuire tweeted yesterday that PG&E was considering power 
restoration in Lake, Mendocino, Marin and Sonoma yesterday afternoon. 
But we have no reports early this morning that that’s the case. Lakeport 
officials said they got word that power restoration had begun and it could 
take several hours or more.

During PG&E’s planned Public Safety Power Shutoff winds of up to 77 miles 
per hour were recorded on Mt. St. Helena in Sonoma County. Another 75 
mile per hour gust was caught in Contra Costa County on Mt. Diablo. They 
said there were preliminary reports of vegetation-related damage to 
equipment in those areas. In Lake County winds were recorded much lower, 
but at higher elevations, measurements of 25-50 miles an hour at a weather 
station near Knoxville Creek, east of Clear Lake. The utility company 
reported dangerous weather conditions yesterday afternoon and possibly 
lasting thru midday today.

A fire’s ignited near Yosemite and that’s closed one of the two main 
highways into the National Park from the Bay Area. Smoke from the 
Briceburg fire was blanketing the park. The fire started last Sunday 
afternoon in steep canyons of Merced River, which about 12 miles east of 
the park’s Arch Rock Entrance on Highway 140. The fire’s blackened 4,900 
acres and is reported at 28% containment. It had doubled in size over 2 
days. The park is open though and apparently it’s still pretty busy with 
tourists. A spokesperson says visitors are coming in but there are smoke 
impacts in some areas with very unhealthy air reported. The official website 
for the park says smoke could pose a risk for older adults, children, and 
those with pre-existing medical conditions.

Those impacted by Pacific Gas & Electric’s planned power shut-offs won’t 
be able to seek reimbursement for losses thru their Safety Net program, but 
there’s still other possibilities. That program usually compensates customers 
for weather-related outages if they’re without power more than 48 hours 
from a severe event, including weather, but the company says the public 
safety shut-offs don’t qualify. A spokesperson says they’re not paying for 
food spoiling. Back in 2018 they did take claims for food getting spoiled 
though. But customers who claim a hardship because of the loss of power 
can still try to submit a claim, with receipts and detailed repair estimates and 
invoices.
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San Francisco International Airport is putting up a giant sea wall around the 
whole airport. The nearly $600 million dollar project will include driving steel 
pilings into the ground and putting up steel sheets with interlocking edges 
along with concrete walls in some areas too. A spokesperson for the airport 
says they’ve been considering the idea for years. The runways are only 
about 10 feet above sea level. There are smaller sea walks there, but they 
were erected in the 1980s and only offer about 3 feet of protection from 
flooding.

A man accused of killing another man in Alderpoint is going to prison. 
Zachary Harrison found guilty of first-degree murder in the death of Robert 
Holtsclaw. He faces life in prison after living on the run for almost a year. He 
was also convicted for personally and intentionally discharging a firearm 
after two days of jury deliberation. There were eyewitnesses to the crime 
and prosecutors used that to get the conviction. The case made it onto TV, 
streaming on Netflix under the title “Murder Mountain” related to Humboldt 
County’s black market marijuana industry. The jury had to deliberate in the 
jury assembly room at the Humboldt County courthouse not a courtroom, 
because of the PG&E public safety power shutoffs.

A man in Redwood Valley has been shot by deputies after reports of a 
drunk person with a backpack full of booze pulls a gun at them. Sheriff Tom 
Allman says the man pulled a gun on the deputies…

Sheriff Allman says they first got a call to a drunk person and while 
searching for him they saw a van with a man in it who they were told was a 
missing person. Then a fight ensued and the deputies tazered him and he 
had no response to that, then pulled his gun on deputies. The three 
deputies are all on administrative leave. One had a minor injury and refused 
medical treatment.

PG&E crews have begun restoring power to hundreds of thousands across 
Northern Calif as the company’s CEO says they could have done better with 
communication. CEO Bill Johnson speaking to reporters yesterday about 
their website crashing, their maps being inconsistent with actual power 
downs and how their call centers were so overwhelmed, that at times, they 
have out insufficient resources for those trying to live without essential 
service in parts of 34 counties. Johnson went on to say they were not 
adequately prepared for this sort of operational event. The statement came 
after Governor Newsom publicly called the utility out for creating the 
problem in the first place by neglecting their own system and putting profits 
ahead of infrastructure maintenance and modernization.

A Redwood Valley man who was reported to be drunk with booze filling a 
backpack busted by police and tries shooting them. That’s the word from the 
Sheriff who says the man was reported as missing and got into an 
altercation with deputies. They deployed a taser on him, he didn’t respond 
and shot at them with a .50 caliber handgun. Nobody was hit and all three 
deputies returned fire…

Sheriff Allman says the van the man was found in had lots of a white 
powdery substance in it. He says the man was hit twice by deputies and that 
he heard the man was flown out of county with at least one bullet still in him, 
but he couldn’t confirm that. The three deputies are all on administrative 
leave. One had a minor injury and refused medical treatment.
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The power is coming back on in Lake County about 2 days after it first was 
turned off. Lake Co News reports Pacific Gas and Electric started restoring 
power late yesterday. There were more than 37,400 Lake County customers 
without power and nearly ¾’s of a million across the state. The utility 
company gave the all clear for both Lake and Mendocino Counties late 
yesterday. Crews had to examine 25,000 miles of line that was de-
energized first though. They can only turn the power on during daylight 
hours after safety patrols and inspections finished up last night. There were 
nearly a dozen reports of wind related damage to their equipment in shutoff-
impacted areas.

The Lake County Tourism Improvement District has a new logo. The District 
and partner Cubic Creative released the logo they’ll use for their marketing 
campaign for 2020 to people gathered at the Robinson Rancheria Resort 
and Casino earlier this week. They’re attempting to bring more overnight 
tourism to Lake County with the campaign. The new logo hand drawn text 
next to a picture of a mountain and the sun or the moon depending on how 
you see it.

The PG&E CEO says they messed up big time in the historical public safety 
power shutoff. CEO Bill Johnson speaking out last night about their effort 
saying they chose between hardship and safety but apologized for the 
hardship it caused. He apologized for website issues, inconsistent maps 
and overloaded call centers. It comes after the Governor displayed anger at 
the utility company, saying had PG&E taken better care of its infrastructure, 
perhaps they could have averted this event and avoided massive wildfires 
that destroyed thousands of homes and killed several people, calling them 
out for greed and neglect.

The lights are gradually coming back on across Lake County as PG & 
E crews spent the day checking equipment and lines before flipping 
the switches to “on”. The utility hopes nearly everyone in the county 
will be back on by late tonight as the conditions that led to the public 
safety shutdown have eased. Still, several thousand customers across 
the PG & E service area are still without electricity heading into the 
evening.

Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman says his department had no 
major public safety problems with the power shutoffs, but that there 
are lessons to be learned:

He says the dispatch center did get a few calls from people with 
concerns, but he thinks most of the angry calls went to PG & E 
instead. Sheriff Allman also says while the county handled the 
situation the best it could, it has been a scary few days for residents 
with fresh memories of the fires of the past couple years.

The shutoff may have had a deadly result.Reports say one man who 
was on oxygen was found dead in the community of Pollock Pines, 
east of Sacramento, just minutes after the power went out at his home 
on Wednesday.

While there have been no reported wildfires in our area, there ARE 
some serious worries elsewhere in the state today. In Southern 
California, thousands of people have been evacuated from their 
homes, there are at least two deaths reported, and parts of major 
freeways around LA are closed as crews fight to contain several wind-
fueled fires there.
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The city of Lakeport is getting a cleanup. The city and Lakeport 
Disposal are planning a community wide cleanup day next Saturday, 
August 19th. Lakeport residents with proper ID can drop off trash and 
waste between 9 and 3 in the parking lot near the Fifth Street boat 
ramp. There are some restrictions—they wont take refrigerators, hot 
tubs or spas, construction debris or hazardous waste. There is 
information about the event on the city’s website.

Firefighters from CAL FIRE’s Mendocino unit will be on the street on 
Saturday for a good cause. They’ll be taking part in the annual “Fill the 
Boot” fundraiser for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. You’ll spot 
them with boots out at the corner of North State Street and Ford Road 
in Ukiah from 10:00 AM until 2:00. All the loose change and bills 
tossed in by passing drivers and pedestrians will go to MDA’s 
programs and to research into neuromuscular diseases. The fill the 
boot drive has been going on for the last 65 years.

Governor Newsom has signed two major gun control bills. The first a 
bill that will let more people ask a court to take away guns from others 
they think are a threat. The law, which takes effect in January, will 
allow schools and employers to petition the court to request guns be 
taken from someone considered a danger to themselves or others. 
Current law only allow law enforcement and immediate family 
members to do that. The governor says it makes sense to do 
everything possible to keep guns out of the hands of people who 
shouldn’t have them. Several other states have similar laws on the 
books, but California’s will be the broadest in the US. Also today, the 
governor signed a bill that extends the state limit on gun purchases to 
one a month to include long guns, as well as handguns. Opponents 
plan to challenge the expanded sales limit in court, saying the law 
would violate the second ammendment.

The power came on, then it was back out for over 1,100 people in Ukiah. 
The city’s utility reported 1,135 customers went dark in the northwest corner 
of Ukiah yesterday morning after a line failed on North State Street. 
Apparently it was the line feeding the hydro-electric plant near Lake 
Mendocino. A couple of employees were on the scene and repaired the line 
in under an hour. The utility reported crews were investigating the outage to 
discover the exact location and why the line failed to begin with.

A red flag warning had firefighters at the ready as PGE conducted a 
historical Public Safety Power Shutoff. The Contra Costa County Fire 
Protection District was in position, something they credit for jumping into 
action early last Thursday in Moraga. A fire was threatening 100 homes and 
evacuations took place for 150 more as winds were whipping the area and 
the power was down. The fire reportedly got within 40 feet of some homes 
but was surrounded after charring 50 acres. No homes were damaged.

A decision by the Planning Commission turned over by the Ukiah City 
Council to deny a waiver for a cannabis microbusiness. The City Council 
considered the waiver by Jay Donnellan of Wine Country Cannasseurs 
regarding the city’s zoning rules. He wants to set up near a church and 
mobile home park. The commission thought it was the wrong location due to 
fencing by the park. But the City Council didn’t agree. Only 2 council 
members voted against the proposal, the mayor and vice mayor supported it 
along with another council member. It doesn’t mean the business gets 
approval, but it can move along the process.



Power to 100% of Mendocino County PG&E customers back on. The utility 
claimed to have everyone restored Saturday after several days without 
power in red flag warning weather. But at the same time there were still 
customers in Lake County in the dark Saturday morning. By that afternoon, 
just a handful in the Cobb area. The company reported they had 738,000 
customers without power “from the Northern Sierra to the Greater Bay Area 
to Kern County.” They said there were as many as 50 reports of weather-
related damage to their system in the PSPS-impacted areas, that included 
downed power lines or damaged infrastructure.

Clearlake is moving closer to allowing cannabis gardens outdoors in 
unincorporated areas that are within 1,000 feet of city limits. The city council 
barely passing the plan to have staff start allowing proposed pot grows 
within a 1,000 foot exclusionary zone on the perimeter of the city boundary 
on a case by case basis. There could be no growing within 1,000 feet of a 
city’s sphere of influence. 3 members wanted the idea to move forward, but 
two, including the mayor were opposed.

Numbers up in Calif. for sexually transmitted diseases. The California 
Department of Public Health releasing numbers for last year, showing 
syphilis, gonorrhea and chlamydia cases were up across the state, and at 
the highest levels in 30 years. Lake Co News reports in Lake County, the 
cases were also up with Chlamydia cases jumping 89% over the last few 
years, Gonorrhea up 151% and Syphilis up for men 100 percent since 2016, 
ranked 5th in Calif., and for women 15 to 44: no data was available or was 
suppressed.

Red Flag warnings continuing in Humboldt County for a week. Kym Kemp 
reporting the area had warnings for critical fire danger because of gusty 
north winds and low relative humidity. Now CAL FIRE’s Humboldt- Del Norte 
Unit is thanking community members for helping to prevent fires. With that 
there was only one fire reported in the county, but they say there were 
several reports of illegal debris burning during the Red Flag warnings. It is 
still not burning season, but Cal Fire says it will be allowing burns soon. 
Those burning dry vegetation are responsible to meet the rules on their burn 
permit, including proper clearance around piles and enough water to put the 
fire out. A reminder not to burn on windy days and to call first to verify burn 
day status.

The waterfowl hunting season opens in Calif this weekend. Hunters are being told though they better stock up on duck and goose ammo as new ammunition buying laws have gone into effect. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife says they don’t want any waterfowl hunters to miss out on because of difficulty finding or buying ammunition the night before their hunt so you shouldn’t wait. The new ammunition purchasing regulations started July 1st. There are now background checks and you have to present your record in the California Department of Justice’s Automated Firearms System. Also if you don’t have a shotgun or rifle, it may be more difficult to buy ammunition. More information is available at the California Department of Justice website.

The first report of a death due to the power shutoff to prevent wildfires. A 
man died the day after because he needed oxygen to live. The man in El 
Dorado County died about 12 minutes after the shutdown, but the Fire Chief 
says they can’t say if it was caused by the shutoff, only that his oxygen 
equipment required power. The Governor says it’s devastating beyond 
words. He says he hope’s it’s investigated and whoever’s responsible is 
held accountable.

https://oag.ca.gov/firearms/apfaqs
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The Gov. has signed legislation so school starts for most middle and high 
schoolers later. Governor Newsom going against the state’s largest 
teacher’s union and other groups that represent school boards and 
superintendents, siding instead with pediatricians and the PTA. It’s said 
Calif. is now the first state to mandate later start times after medical 
research showed teenagers are sleep deprived because of changes to their 
biological clocks preventing them from hitting the hay earlier.

Looks it might have been electric utility equipment that started another Calif. 
wildfire. Arson investigators trying to figure out how the Saddleridge fire 
started in Sylmar say it started under an electrical tower. One resident of the 
area says he noticed flames at the foot of a transmission tower near his 
house last Thursday. The LA Fire Dept. reports they don’t have an official 
point of origin. Sounds like what happened with the Camp Fire, folks in the 
neighborhood said it started by PG&E equipment. The utility company may 
be on the hook for billions for that fire and more than a dozen more in 
October of 2017. Between those two fires, more than 120 people died in the 
fires and PG&E claimed bankruptcy this year ahead of any claims against 
them.

There will be no more smoking at state parks and beaches after the 
governor signs a new law into place. The bill also banned tossing cigar and 
cigarette waste at parks and beaches and those who violate the new law 
could be fined up to $25. It’s for cigarettes and vapes. It will still be legal 
though in parking lots at beaches and parks. One caveat though, those 
producing film and TV shows can allow folks to smoke on state property with 
proper permits. There are nearly 300 state parks in Calif and hundreds of 
miles of coastline.

A woman in Fort Bragg openly drinking in her car, busted by police after 
honking the horn excessively. The woman caught by police after someone 
reported the horn honking. The officer approached and tried to talk with the 
woman who had the windows rolled up and door locked. When a backup 
officer got there they identified the woman and tried contacting family 
members, who told officers the woman had a mental health condition, and 
may be in crisis. She drove away as they gathered information on her. They 
tried to stop her but she wouldn’t pull over so a slow chase started for 
several blocks and couldn’t arrest her until she crashed into a parked police 
car. There was a struggle, then an ambulance came to the area and took 
the woman to a hospital. She was taken to Mendocino Coast District 
Hospital, then released to Mendocino County Mental Health for further 
treatment.

New housing ready for residents in Ukiah. The apartment complex went up 
on Brush Street. The Daily Journal says staff in the leasing office told them 
people might begin moving in next month. They say they’re still processing 
applications for the apartments for farm workers. The applicant has to be a 
legal resident, working on a farm or in the agricultural industry.  The property 
manager for the building says they have about 40 applicants so far who 
meet the minimum requirements. The project put up by the Corporation for 
Better Housing with money from tax credits and the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. The building has to reach capacity or it risks losing its funding.



Humboldt County scores a grant for people working in the cannabis industry 
affected by the criminalization of the cannabis industry and war on drugs. 
The County’s one of the 10 recipients in cannabis equity funding coming 
from the state. $10 million for 10 municipalities so Humboldt County got 
more than $1.3 million thru Project Trellis. The money goes to residents, not 
business owners, working in the cannabis industry. There will also be 
applications for businesses from a separate equity program in the form of 
micro-grants for businesses in the industry trying to overcome financial and 
logistical challenges of coming into compliance.

Seven people have been injured and two people arrested after a crash in 
the Cobb area. It happened Saturday morning. Police say the driver of one 
of two cars, 21 year old Jose Velazquez of Kelseyville, was busted for DUI. 
The CHP on the scene say his passenger 21 year old Jorge Lozano, also of 
Kelseyville, was arrested for obstructing a peace officer’s investigation, 
providing false information to a peace officer and disorderly conduct. The 
other driver 23 year old Yessica Patino of Clearlake was hit by Velazquez, 
then Velazquez rolled his car. Patino was trapped in her car and had to be 
pulled out by firefighters. She had minor injuries, but two passengers had 
major injuries. 2 others in Patino’s car had minor injuries. Velazquez and his 
passenger had minor injuries.

The City of Clearlake is looking to continue negotiations with the company 
looking at buying and developing the city’s former airport property. The City 
Manager has been authorized to give a letter of intent to Village Investment 
Partners regarding the 27-acre Pierce Field airport property on Highway 53, 
next to the old waterpark. The developer asking the city to extend their letter 
of intent for an exclusive negotiating agreement for six months. The project 
originally approved in 2008 with other ideas in mind, but a co developer is 
no longer involved and the vision changed.  So they’re asking for the 
additional 180 days.

After several days without power across Central and Northern Calif., the 
governor is calling on Pacific Gas and Electric to be held accountable with 
cash.  The governor was critical of the public safety power shutoff and the 
PG&E President and CEO Bill Johnson said it had to happen because of a 
wind event headed to the area. Now Gov. Newsom is urging the utility 
company to give affected customers a credit or rebate of $100 per 
residential customer and $250 for a small business. He’s also sent a letter 
to the state Public Utilities Commission President for a comprehensive 
inquiry and review of the power shutoff and what the utility company’s 
progress is on infrastructure fixes required under an Assembly Bill requiring 
their equipment be made resilient to wildfires to avoid public safety power 
shutoff events.

Toxic chemicals have been found in almost 300 drinking water wells and 
other water sources in California that have been linked to cancer. The state 
testing on over 600 wells across Calif showing areas of contamination after 
decades of manufacturing and household goods materials oozed into the 
public’s water supply.  The results of the tests were released yesterday for 
only a fraction of the amount of drinking water wells in the state.  Half the 
wells tested had no chemicals in detectable levels but others were 
contaminated in populated cities with massive water systems and mobile 
home parks with a single private well.



10/16/19

Report of a rape in a bathroom on the South Coastal Trail. Police say they 
got a call to the Emergency Room at Mendocino Coast District Hospital last 
Thursday for a female sexual assault victim. Officers interviewed the woman 
who says she knew the suspect and identified him as Vincent Galvan. She 
said a day before the assault they were together several hours and decided 
they would camp in the restrooms for the night, that’s where the assault 
happened. She says she fought the man off. Police went back to the South 
Coastal Trail and found the guy had locked himself inside the restroom. 
Officers and the City of Fort Bragg Public Works Dept got inside and cops 
arrested the guy after he tried to get away. He had minor injuries from his 
intended getaway. He’s charged with rape by force and false imprisonment.

Lots of water in Lake Mendocino after a high tech forecasting experiment. 
The Press Democrat reports a small amount of spring rain was pumped into 
the reservoir near Ukiah which water managers say looks very promising. 
They’re looking to maximize storage for more than 655,000 people in three 
North Bay counties. The newspaper reports the new water management 
program bragging about 8,000 more acre feet of water in the reservoir 
thanks to the program put into place last fall.

There’s a new board member for the Mendocino-Lake Community College 
District. Noel O’Neill now a member of the Board of Trustees for Area 1. The 
area includes Willits and Fort Bragg. The previous board member served for 
15 years. There was nobody else running for the seat. O’Neill was 
interviewed at a public meeting at the October meeting. O’Neill used to be a 
Marriage and Family Therapist and comes with more than 35 years 
experience in the behavior health industry. He also worked previously as a 
part-time academic counselor and instructor for the college.

Governor Newsom has signed new laws including some from Northern Calif. 
legislators, Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry and Sen. Mike McGuire. 
They represent Lake County, McGuire also covers Mendocino County. The 
bills by Aguiar-Curry to bring more access to “telehealth” services, getting 
rid of provisions in state law about doctors communicating from a distance 
with patients required by Medi-Cal. Now any state healthcare plan will have 
to reimburse providers equally for telehealth services as they do for in-
person services. She had another law signed by the governor for 
“telepharmacy” where folks have limited access to a pharmacy. McGuire’s 
bill for stricter rules on cannabis manufacturers labeling was signed by the 
governor, so areas where marijuana is grown are strictly marketed for only 
that area.

A man in Clearlake in court for a preliminary hearing had it rescheduled due 
to a court scheduling mishap. Bert Besio charged with sexual assault on a 
minor and lewd acts with a minor. It comes after child molestation reports of 
two victims under 13 years old. He’s pleaded not guilty and denied special 
allegations. There was a delay in the case already because of discovery in 
the case being held up. Besio was arrested on suspicion of sexual crimes 
last month. His formal charges were two counts of aggravated sexual 
assault of a minor, two counts of forcible lewd act upon a child and two 
counts of aggravated sexual assault of a child.

The Smart Rail may get a cash infusion if voters lean their way. The 
commuter rail agency looking to extend a quarter-cent sales tax which is its 
main source of funding. The Press Democrat reports the agency wants the 
ballot measure almost ten years ahead of when the tax is set to expire. First 
the proposal has to be approved by the 12-member Sonoma-Marin Area 
Rail Transit board. There will also be a period of public feedback with an 
updated budget.



A man shows up at a police station in Northern Calif. with a dead body. 53 
year old Shankar Hangud went to the Mount Shasta police dept. telling cops 
the dead man in his car and three others were killed by him. He says he 
killed the man in his car and the rest of his family at his apartment in 
Roseville, about 260 miles away. The man is now facing four counts of 
murder and was booked into jail. Then officers went to the apartment and 
found the bodies of another adult and two children.

A fire at a concrete plant in Cloverdale is being investigated as possible 
arson. Police say the fire happened early Monday morning and looked as 
though it started in a parked camp trailer owned by Shamrock Materials 
which has been out of business for years. The fire then spread to the 
building. Fire officials say it was suspicious in nature because the area had 
long been empty without any power. The fire caused about $80-$100,000 in 
damage. The trailer was gutted and 25% of the building had major damage.

Calif. has to put forward several million dollars to pay for road damage in 
Oroville after the Oroville Dam had to have emergency repairs, ripping up 
local roads in the process. The state Department of Water Resources and 
Butte County publicly announcing they reached a settlement yesterday 
nearly three years after the spillways at dam failed in heavy rain. There was 
heavy truck traffic after the failure and Butte County roads were crumbling 
after the work. Butte County sued the agency last year.

A green light for the Lake County Board of Supervisors to transfer authority 
for managing the county’s investments to administrative staff or an outside 
consultant instead of the Treasurer-Tax Collector’s Office. The Board voted 
unanimously for the change, but first they set up an ad hoc committee to 
work with staff on ideas. Lake Co News reports Supervisors Bruno Sabatier 
and Moke Simon came up with the idea as they work on another ad hoc 
committee to see how to help the Treasurer-Tax Collector’s department in 
areas including revenue generation.

Applications are being accepted by the Clearlake City Council for a seat on 
the Zoning Code Update Committee. There’s one opening on the committee 
that works with city staffers coming up with a new zoning ordinance and 
design review manual to go with the city’s latest general plan. The 
committee meets on an as needed basis. For more info, visit the city’s 
website: www.clearlake.ca.us or by contacting Administrative Services 
Director/City Clerk Melissa Swanson at 707-994-8201, Extension 106, or 
email at mswanson@clearlake.ca.us

The Gov. signing a slew of new bills into law, also vetoes some. This time 
around he vetoed one with an eye on giving teachers six weeks paid leave 
after having a baby. The second time the bill made it to the Governor, with 
almost unanimous approval. Gov. Brown veto’d it last year saying collective 
bargaining with the union should cover it. Governor Newsom remarked 
earlier on the bill that he wanted to look at the cost and how unions could 
handle it, saying there were many considerations and tradeoffs. He says it 
was a noble goal and a priority for his administration but said it should be 
looked at as part of a yearly budget and local collective bargaining.

PG&E’s going to have to fork over some cash after the widespread public 
safety power shutoffs last week. The utility slapped with a bill by the Calif. 
Public Utilities Commission for “failures in execution”. The president of the 
agency wrote a letter to PG&E’s president calling the planned power 
outage “an unacceptable situation that should never be repeated.” She also 
ordered several corrective actions including power being turned back on 
within 12 hours, not 48, the current promise to customers.
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Another new law signed by the Gov. allows drivers on some state roads to 
take roadkill. The bill signed last weekend by Gov. Newsom allows the state 
Fish and Game Commission to come up with a pilot program for drivers to 
be able to salvage wildlife to eat. They’d have to secure a permit to do so. 
There would be three specific locations it would be legal for someone who 
accidentally hits and kills an elk, deer, pronghorn antelope, or wild pig to 
apply on the fly for a free permit online and take the fresh kill home to eat. 
They may also be able to take the kill someone else left on the side of the 
road. And if the animal was still alive, then a member from the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife or a law enforcement officer would kill the animal.

A man from Navarro found guilty of first degree murder after a shooting of 
another man 2 years ago. The Mendocino County DA reports the jury came 
back from deliberating late yesterday afternoon announcing a guilty verdict 
against Michael Jay Saner. They also found true the sentencing 
enhancement that Saner personally and intentionally discharged a shotgun 
killing William Martinez in 2017, shooting him in the back. They also found 
him guilty of using tear gas during the commission of the murder. The man 
will be sentenced next month. He faces 50 years to life for the murder and 
sentencing enhancement.

A new Chief Business Official’s has been named for the Ukiah Unified 
School District. The Board of Trustees has approved Steve Barekman for 
the job, calling him a dedicated financial professional with more than 15 
years of experience in educational accounting and finance. Right now, he’s 
the Director of Business Services for the Healdsburg Unified School District. 
He also worked in Ukiah’s school district before as the Director of Fiscal 
Services then went to work in Santa Rosa and Memphis TN and back. His 
daughter also goes to school in Ukiah.

One of Pacific Gas and Electric’s top executives loses his job after it was 
found he spent time with a group of employees wining and dining some 
customers at a winery in Sonoma County right before the public safety 
power shutoff. The Press Democrat reports Mel Christopher was the top gas 
executive for the utility. But he was at a retreat with 60 major gas customers 
at a winery in Healdsburg just ahead of the blackout in parts of 34 counties. 
Plus it was the two year anniversary of the October 2017 firestorm. PG&E 
was found to have caused nearly all of the fires that burned thru Sonoma 
County. The CEO of PG&E said everyone employed there should be 
working to better serve their customers and earn their trust back. He called 
his participation at the retreat insensitive, inappropriate, and tone deaf.

The family of a man that went missing one year ago is speaking out about 
his struggles. Hans Lippuner vanished from his home in McKinleyville a year 
ago today. They say he had been struggling with depression, had pain in 
one of his hips and a major weight loss just before he disappeared, 
weighing only 140 pounds on his 5’8″ frame. The family says they hired a 
private investigator to try to find him. His van was found by a hunter outside 
Del Loma in a remote area. There was a search for him there in rugged and 
steep terrain, but no clues were found. They’re asking again if anyone may 
know anything about his whereabouts to contact the P-I, Chris Cook at 
707.839.7422 Chris@cookandassociatespi.com and/or Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s Office – Investigator Jenn Taylor, at 707.268.3642.



The last fire survivors camping at Lake Mendocino have left. The trailers at 
Kyen Campground after the Redwood Complex Fire. FEMA and Army 
Corps of Engineers working with the Mendocino County Housing Task 
Force for the use of the Campground in early 2018 for temporary trailers for 
those impacted by the fires. Some survivors were there more than a year 
and during that time other potential campers didn’t use Kyen Campground 
because it had been closed for wildfire survivors. Now the cleanup there 
begins to prepare for the 2020 camping season. The Campground won’t be 
open in the winter due to storms and possible tree limbs coming down onto 
the campground area.

It’s that time of year, the Salvation Army in Ukiah reaching out to the public to get volunteers for its ‘Red Kettle Campaign’. It starts Nov. 15th and runs thru Christmas Eve. The campaign is one of their main fundraising efforts that helps them support services and programs like feeding the less fortunate, sheltering them, providing toys at Christmas and Xmas dinner for disadvantaged youth. They also host after-school programs for needy kids, and summer programs. Contact Ukiah Service Coordinator Mary Glanders during October at mary.glanders@usw.salvationarmy. org), 707-5101103 or by mail at P.O. Box 2046, Ukiah, CA 95482.

Lake County businesses report being at a loss financially after the PG&E 
Public Safety Power Shutoff. The Record Bee reports more than 37,000 
were in the dark in Lake County. The Grocery Outlet tells the newspaper 
their losses were in the $100,000 range after five days with no power. The 
manager of the store says all in all, there were about 30 Grocery Outlet 
stores affected. The newspaper reporting there were also other retailers and 
businesses affected. The City Manager of Clearlake Alan Flora says 
businesses can find resources to help ease the burden of their losses. The 
owner of Oak’s Red & White says they lost about $20,000 over two days 
they had to close. Lakeview Market in Lucerne says they probably lost 
about $8,000 during the shutoff.

Multiple arrests in Clearlake and Lakeport reported. The Record Bee reports 
a Clearlake Police Officer on routine patrol Sunday saw a pickup not stop at 
two stop signs. They pulled the driver over, 30 year old John Brott and his 
passenger. Brott found to be a convicted felon, found with a loaded .45 
caliber semiautomatic handgun, so he was arrested on multiple charges. 
Next, yesterday, a Clearlake police officer on routine patrol saw someone 
near People Services while it was closed for the day. But two men, 
Salvatore Barrett and Bogat Cardenascacho had a wooden storage 
container. They said they were taking it because it was being trashed, but 
they were arrested for petty theft and prowling. One of them also had metal 
knuckles on him. And in Lakeport, a driver pulled over for speeding was 
found with drugs in the car. They found 13 grams of suspected meth, scales 
and baggies used in the sales of drugs. The driver was arrested for drug 
sales violations, their name was not released.

One of the biggest hospital companies in Calif. reaching a settlement with 
the state for overcharging patients. The announcement made yesterday that 
Sutter Health agreed to a deal with the state to avoid a trial. Lawyers on 
both sides were apparently preparing their opening statements for today. 
The California attorney general filed suit last year after a six year long 
investigation alleging Sutter was using anticompetitive practices, eventually 
becoming the largest hospital system in Northern California. Sutter Health 
denies any wrongdoing.

mailto:mary.glanders@usw.salvationarmy


The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services has announced early-warning 
alerts for Earthquakes is publicly available across California. Starting today, 
the system’s wider availability coincides with the 30th anniversary of the 
Loma Prieta earthquake that devastated San Francisco. The ShakeAlert 
warnings will show up on smartphones with the ShakeAlert app. Similar to 
an Amber Alert. It was developed at UC Berkeley. It of course does not 
predict earthquakes, but can detect if an earthquake is starting. It also 
calculates location, intensity and sends alerts to areas where shaking may 
hit if it’s 4.5 or greater.

The City of Red Bluff letting residents know their water’s safe after a rumor it 
was unsafe after the PG&E Public Safety Power Shutoff. The City Manager 
Richard Crabtree says the rumor is false. The water flowed during the 
shutoff, but Crabtree says it may have been a lower flow than normal, but 
there was no contamination of the water which is regularly tested by the 
California State Water Board. He went on to say the city’s water pumps and 
tanks are properly functioning since the power was turned back on. Most of 
the city had their lights back on by Thursday night.

Lakeport School District is reporting a new resource officer. District officials 
and the city’s police dept. report Officer Ryan Cooley has been assigned to 
the position after Officer Victor Rico was promoted. Rico will reportedly still 
teach the Drug Abuse Resistance Education Program, known as DARE, for 
the rest of the school year. Officer Cooley has been with the dept. since 
July, arriving here from the Modoc County Sheriff’s Office. His first day as 
the resource officer is today.

A major grant has been announced by the Cobb Area Council. The council 
getting a $200,000 grant from the Federal Home Loan Bank of San 
Francisco after natural disasters in the bank’s district. Community First 
Credit Union helped move the grant thru the application process.  Cobb is 
one of five recipients in the tri-state area. The Chair of the Cobb Area 
Council on Economic Development says they’re going to use the money to 
reinvigorate the area and make sure Cobb reemerges stronger than ever 
after the Valley Fire.

A fire in McKinleyville has gutted a home. The Arcata Fire District reports 
getting a call to the fire last night before midnight. At first it was thought to 
be a mobile home fire, but when firefighters responded they found a single 
story home in flames. They say it was threatening nearby homes too with 
strong heat and flames reaching towards homes on either side. Firefighters 
worked to keep the fire contained to the one structure. It took under twenty 
minutes to bring the fire under control, and fully extinguished in about two 
hours. The house was apparently empty for a few months, but squatters had 
been inside since then. Fire investigators say at first glance it seems it came 
from the garage or the back of the house. There was serious smoke and 
heat damage on the first floor of the home. Damage was estimated at 
around $200,000.

The Lake County Sheriff’s office has announced the next Coffee with a Cop. 
Next Friday, October 25th Dirty Girl Donuts is hosting the event. They’re at 
18990 Coyote Valley Road, in Hidden Valley Lake. The event goes from 7-9 
AM.  The Sheriff’s Office is inviting the public for some conversation, coffee, 
and donuts and they say it’s a great opportunity for one on one interaction 
with deputies who are serving in the community.
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The Fort Bragg Police Dept. is hosting a drug take back event with the U.S. 
Drug Enforcement Administration. This is the 18th time in nine years for the 
local event to prevent pill abuse and theft by residents emptying their homes 
of potentially dangerous expired, unused, and unwanted prescription drugs. 
So they invite you to bring pills for disposal to the Fort Bragg Police 
Department at 250 Cypress Street. It’s free and anonymous, no questions 
asked. The department reports across the country last fall, Americans 
turned in almost 469 tons of prescription meds at nearly 6,300 sites 
operated by the DEA and nearly 5,000 of its state and local law enforcement 
partners.

Several state politicians in Paradise after a bill is passed to allow Feather 
River Hospital’s standalone emergency room to operate even though there’s 
no hospital nearby. The Chico Enterprise Record reports that’s a first in the 
state.  The hospital was severely damaged in the Camp Fire last year, but 
the ER was operable. Senator Jim Nielsen working with U.S. Congressman 
Doug LaMalfa and state Assemblyman James Gallagher to pass the 
legislation to allow the ER to operate without the adjoining hospital. 
Adventist Health is the operating company. Officials say they’ll start to 
restore infrastructure and other services to the ER since the bill was signed 
by the Governor. No word when the ER will open back up to the public.A fire sparks evacuations near Hidden Valley Lake. The Sheriff of Lake 
County reports no injuries or homes lost in the Grove Fire. Fast moving 
winds and dry conditions didn’t stop firefighters who made quick work of the 
fire. The fire was reported about 8 p.m. last night in the area of Spruce 
Grove Road South at Highway 29. After firefighters got to the scene part of 
the highway had to be closed and evacuations were announced. But an 
hour later they were lifted. Lake Co News reports the fire burned about ten 
acres.

The superintendent of Middletown schools has been fired. Lake Co News 
reports the Middletown Unified School District Board of Trustees has 
terminated Catherine Stone, one year before her contract expires. She’s 
been with the district about four years. The news site reports the board 
president says they handled the performance evaluation in closed session, 
then announced their decision in open session directly afterward. There was 
a unanimous agreement about the termination. The board thanking her 
publicly for her service and leadership, especially during the Valley Fire. The 
board says it’s now working with the Lake County Office of Education to find 
Stone’s replacement.

Major damage to a donut shop in Clearlake. Police report a black Jeep 
crashed into Castle Donuts yesterday morning. The driver reportedly 
crashed into the front of the shop after missing the brake. He was not 
injured, but there was a customer in a seat inside who’s chair was bumped. 
The building is seriously damaged and power was shut down after the 
crash.

The latest report by Caltrans on efficiencies has been released. Lake Co 
News reports the SB 1 Annual Efficiencies Report for fiscal year 2018-2019 
has been released to the California Transportation Commission showing a 
savings of almost $233 million which is reported to be double the goal of 
$100 million a year. The rest to be reinvested to maintain and rehabilitate 
state highways.



The US Forest Service is being sued by an environmental nonprofit group 
saying the federal agency allowed thousands of acres of timber sales on the 
Ranch Fire scar without an environmental review in the Mendocino National 
Forest. The Environmental Protection Information Center filed the suit earlier 
this week against the Mendocino National Forest Supervisor who they say 
gave the green light for the sale of seven logging projects amounting to 
7,000 acres on hundreds of miles of roadway where the Ranch Fire burned. 
The largest wildfire in Calif. history burned at the end of last summer. The 
area closed for cleanup and maintenance, but the lawsuit cites the forest 
service overstepped federal regulations under the National Environmental 
Policy Act.

More housing could be coming to Ukiah thanks to a state grant. The Daily 
Journal reports the City of Ukiah has announced getting the grant to 
“accelerate housing production in Ukiah.” $160,000 coming from the 
California Department of Housing and Community Development to revise 
the zoning code, streamline housing production, allowing housing “by-right” 
and coming up with a design style along with development standards for 
new housing. The grant will be part of the city’s new Housing Element set 
for adoption by the City Council next week and implementation next year.

Legislators are taking vaping seriously. Lawmakers holding an informational 
hearing Wednesday to learn about health issues that could arise with the 
use of vape pens. It comes after a rising number of complaints about 
respiratory problems related to vaping and e-cigarettes. They’re also looking 
into the number of youth who utilize the smoking devices for cannabis and 
tobacco. The acting director of the state Department of Public Health 
reporting almost 1,300 illnesses in the country and 26 deaths related to the 
devices. And in California, there were 133 cases and three deaths.

Lawmakers are investigating PG&E and their public safety power shutoffs 
last week. The Senate President requesting a committee look further into 
the decision by the utility to shut off power. Senate President Pro Tempore 
Toni Atkins says there will be an oversight hearing in the next few weeks. 
As you probably know PG&E ordered the power off for more than 700,000 
customers last week in red flag conditions. It reportedly affected more than 
2 million people. But PG&E had problems from the start, their website 
crashing and some customers saying they didn’t have enough of a warning. 
The PG&E president said the utility was “not adequately prepared.”

An emergency meeting called of top executives of PG&E with the Calif. 
Public Utilities Commission in San Francisco to answer questions on last 
week’s public safety power shutoffs. More than 2 million people impacted by 
the shutoff, something the Commission President Marybel Batjer is calling 
unacceptable. She’s ordered several corrective actions from the utility as we 
reported earlier this week. Some of the mileposts include restoring power 
within 12 hours, not the current 48-hour goal. The Governor also called for 
the utility to credit customers for the outage at $100 and $250 for small 
businesses.

PG&E’s making a promise to do better at improve communications. The 
utility company at the same time telling state regulators they made a difficult 
decision to shut off power to more than 2 million people to prevent wildfires. 
The CEO of PG&E says they understand the hardship they created, but also 
asked customers to remember there were no catastrophic wildfires. He did 
agree the utility needs major improvement on communicating with 
customers, some of whom said they didn’t have enough notice and couldn’t 
get in touch with the utility because of jammed up call centers and a 
crashing website.
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More than two dozen home insurance companies are extending their 
monthly temporary living expenses for some 2017 North Bay fire survivors. 
The homes for the survivors are not yet complete. The state insurance 
commissioner reportedly sent a letter to all of the insurance companies over 
the summer and asked for the help voluntarily from the companies, but 
three of the largest, State Farm, Allstate and Nationwide, along with a 
handful of others, said nope. The request by the commissioner as part of a 
new state law that went into effect last year. There are many fire survivors 
who have had to deal with construction delays because of a labor shortage, 
permitting obstacles and environmental issues. The insurance 
commissioner released the final list today of the insurers who said yes to 
continue paying monthly housing expenses.

A fire in Hidden Valley Lake has been put out after hundreds had to 
evacuate. The Grove Fire burned 25 acres along Highway 29 last night. 
There were no reported injuries and no damage. A Cal Fire spokesperson 
says part of the highway was closed in both directions immediately after 
they arrived. 300 people in Hidden Valley Lake were evacuated in about 
four minutes after the fire was reported. Lake County Sheriff’s office sent 
deputies out with sirens blaring from patrol cars and knocked on doors 
ordering people out. They got to go home in less than 2 hours though. The 
fire was fully contained overnight with some Cal Fire crews staying back for 
mop up operations.

A business in Ukiah has been taken down by a fire. The fire late Friday night 
destroyed Kidovation Zone on the corner of South State Street and Wabash 
Avenue. The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority reports the building was fully 
involved when they arrived Friday night after 10:30 p.m. A California 
Highway Patrol officer reportedly spotted the fire and it was too late by the 
time firefighters got there to save the building. They say pieces of the 
structure started to fall so they had to leave the building to consume itself. 
The roof collapsed and the building in a heap. Fire officials say it would be 
difficult to determine a cause.

A man in Ukiah reports a robbery by two men at gunpoint. Police say the 
man was being followed by the others who took money and drugs from him. 
It happened near the intersection of Oak Manor Drive and East Gobbi 
Street. Police officers and a sheriff’s deputy went to the area to try to find 
the suspects who they had a clothing description for. As cops waited near 
the area, a man identified as 38 year old Christopher Garcia was spotted 
and detained. After speaking to witnesses and finding evidence, Garcia was 
arrested. Cops also found the suspect, 34 year old Anthony Rojas, who was 
also arrested later. The two each being held on $150,000 bail.

A special Ukiah Planning Commission meeting to consider eight new homes 
being build in the 200 block of West Gobbi Street. The construction 
company looking to divide a one acre parcel into nine parcels for eight 
homes. They describe the style of the homs as craftsman. The Design 
Review Board considered the development at their meeting last month, 
approving it with some recommendations so the trees on the parcel will be 
preserved. A public hearing is set for tomorrow night by the Planning 
Commission in City Council chambers.

Reports of a burglary at a market in Philo. Police got a call nearly two weeks 
ago to Lemons Philo Market for an early morning burglary. A deputy found a 
broken front door and broken cabinet inside the business with tobacco and 
liquor stolen. They looked at surveillance footage seeing a juvenile male 
had caused the damage to the front door and while he was inside the 
business, he vandalized some more, then left thru the broken front door. 
The kid was found about four days later and taken to Mendocino County 
Juvenile Hall.



The Mendocino County Health and Human Services Agency reporting on a 
recall by the US FDA after they found trace amounts of asbestos in baby 
powder. The Johnson’s Baby Powder pulled from the shelves after trace 
amounts of asbestos was found in samples purchased from an online 
retailer. Since the levels are so low, it’s a voluntary recall at this point for Lot 
#22318RB. An investigation has begun to figure out how the asbestos got 
mixed in with the powder.

A man from Lakeport has been indicted for having a gun and being an 
active gang member. The Grand Jury indicting 25 year old Christian 
Alejandro Estrella of being a felon in possession of a firearm and 
ammunition and since he was on parole for being an active gang member, 
he was arrested on several charges including prohibited person in 
possession of a firearm, prohibited person in possession of ammunition and 
 concealed firearm not the registered owner. He was released from jail on 
bail.

A homeless man the victim of a gunshot wound. Deputies got a call to 
Sutter Lakeside hospital last Friday morning. He told deputies he was 
homeless the last few days, living on the side of Highway 20 in the Blue 
Lakes area and while walking in the area someone came up from behind 
and hit him in the head. They had a scuffle and the suspect shot him and 
left him on the side of the road. Someone else pulled up and offered the 
victim a ride to the hospital. The investigation into who shot the man 
continues.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors to revisit the recent public safety power shutoff and will consider a letter of intent as they look to sell a property to Lake Transit Authority. Lake Co News reports the board will debrief with the public on the Pacific Gas and Electric public safety power shutoff tomorrow morning at 11. Public members being asked to give testimony at the meeting or give them written comments by 5 p.m. today at vision@lakecountyca.gov. They will also take up transient occupancy tax waivers and a letter of intent to sell a Clearlake property to Lake Transit Authority for a new bus depot.

A special meeting being held by the Lakeport City Council regarding 
proposed vehicle purchases, a housing element update and an ad hoc 
committee to make city appointments. The meeting tomorrow night called 
after last week’s was canceled because they didn’t have a quorum. The 
police chief with the vehicle request for a general police patrol vehicle and a 
police K9 vehicle for about $109,000. The community development director 
asking for permission for a agreement with a contractor to finish the city’s 
sixth cycle housing element update. That’ll cost about is $33,000.

That time of year, red flag warnings and fire weather. And so, if you can 
believe it, Pacific Gas & Electric Company is considering another power 
shutoff this week in parts of 17 counties. The warning from the utility last 
night that extreme weather conditions and dry fuels forecasted for 18 to 24 
hours Wednesday and Thursday could trigger another Public Safety Power 
Shutoff to counties across Northern and Central California. The counties 
include Butte, Colusa, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Sonoma and Yolo. PG&E’s 
emergency center opened last night in San Francisco with meteorology 
team monitors watching weather. They say it will impact a lot less people 
than the last round.

mailto:vision@lakecountyca.gov


Southern Calif. Edison warning they may join PG&E to cut power. It’s been 
just about two weeks since the two utilities cut power to 2.3 million people. 
But dry, windy conditions raise the wildfire threat. Edison International 
warning it would impact more than 40,000 customers and PG&E is only 
saying it would hit 17 counties because of an extreme weather forecast. 
There are critical conditions being reported north and east of Los Angeles, 
including Santa Clarita and Burbank thru today. The Saddleridge fire in 
Southern Calif. has charred nearly 9,000 acres and is nearly 80% 
contained.

There’s now a Wildfire Safety department in the state. It comes after the 
massive public safety power shutoff last week. Governor Newsom appointed 
Caroline Thomas Jacobs as the head of the new division under the state’s 
utility regulator. She’s worked in emergency services for the state for five 
years. The Wildfire Safety Division is not new, they’ve been in effect since 
the beginning of the year to oversee utilities’ safety plans after utility 
company equipment was found to be the cause of some major wildfires. The 
Press Democrat reports the CEO of PG&E says it will take the utility about 
ten years for public power safety outages to no longer be necessary when 
fire danger is high.

An opening on the Clearlake Planning Commission. The four-year term 
expires in March 2023. A little background on their duties, commissioners 
hear and act on land use matters and advise the City Council on zoning 
regulations, the general plan, and other land use issues. They are under the 
Clearlake City Council and have to file statements of economic interest 
showing financial interests in the jurisdiction of the city. For more info go to 
City Hall to pick up an application packet.

A man surfing Sunday in Mendocino County has died. 58 year old Donald 
Harris of Philo was reportedly found floating in the water off Point Arena in a 
popular surfing cove. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports Harris 
went to the area early Sunday and paddled just about 100 yards out, telling 
someone else out there he was going further, but five minutes later he was 
gone. So the other surfer paddled to find Harris and saw him floating with 
his board next to him. Harris was then brought to shore so the other guy 
could perform CPR as firefighters and other emergency personnel were 
called. Paramedics then took over lifesaving measures, but Harris was 
pronounced dead less than an hour later.

The increasing risk of wildfires has PG&E considering flipping the power off 
again for some in the San Francisco Bay area. The National Weather 
Service warning Wednesday night is where the red flag warnings may 
happen and of greatest concern. And as we reported earlier, Pacific Gas 
and Electric has activated its Emergency Operations Center in San 
Francisco to watch the potentially strong and dry offshore wind event 
forecasted into Thursday. Because of the forecast and dry fuels, PG&E is 
thinking about another public safety power shutoff in 17 counties. It’s not 
been called for yet, and the utility company says they will continue updating 
residents several times day over the next few days.

Payments should be coming to as many as 100,000 Californians from 
PG&E for claims from wildfires. But the Press Democrat reports tens of 
thousands have not filed for help and want an extension. The deadline was 
today, but lawyers for victims filed court papers saying many survivors are 
still trying to get back on their feet and may not even know they could file a 
claim against the utility. A lawyer appointed by the court to represent the 
victims says they’re still so overwhelmed and probably don’t know what to 
do. Some victims say court papers supporting the deadline extension never 
got to them, or it was lost or they thought it was a scam. Others thinking 
they couldn’t file a claim because of the bankruptcy the utility filed in 
January.
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Another public safety power shutoff is predicted due to fire weather. PG&E 
sent out a notice listing information for residents to prepare for the shutoff. 
They say 17 counties could be impacted, including in Mendocino County, 
Fort Bragg, Hopland, Redwood Valley, and Ukiah. But the Mendocino Voice 
news site reports the info contradicts the map released by Mendocino 
County. More than 200,000 customers could be affected by the power 
outage across the state. PG&E claims 862 customers in Mendo County will 
lose power, and that the majority of them have been alerted. They say 30 of 
the customers are considered “medical baseline” so they’re dependent on 
electricity.

A fire that started at a metal scrap yard in Ukiah is out. The fire yesterday 
afternoon at Tri County Scrap Metals out in nearly 2 hours. The Ukiah 
Valley Fire Authority Acting Battalion Chief says employees tried to fight the 
fire with extinguishers then called the fire department. They’ve not figured 
out how the fire started, but officials say they think it was accidental. No 
damage was reported to any buildings or surrounding areas, and no reports 
of injuries. The Environmental Health Dept. was there in case of potentially 
contaminated water runoff from the metals and various materials at the 
yard.

A man from Clearlake charged with the sexual assault of a minor in court for 
a preliminary hearing. The Record Bee reports 70 – year old Bert Besio is 
charged with aggravated sexual assault of a minor, forcible lewd acts upon 
a child and aggravated sexual assault of a child. His lawyer says he will 
need help hearing the proceedings and that he had just been in the hospital 
for what was believed to be a mild stroke. But his lawyer says that should 
not impair him from proceeding. He was found guilty in the hearing, 
meaning he will be held over to answer to the charges against him. He’s 
due back in court next Tuesday morning for his arraignment.

After the announcement that the Middletown School District Superintendent 
had been let go early out of their contract, an interim replacement has been 
named. A former superintendent in Mendocino Schools will fill the job until a 
permanent successor to Superintendent Catherine Stone is found. Last 
week Stone was terminated from the position during a closed session 
evaluation. The board came out of the closed door session with that 
announcement. Her contract was supposed to end next June. And she will 
be paid for the remainder of the contract. The board has a special meeting 
set for Thursday to vote on the interim super, David Miller’s contract.

The Clearlake City Council to consider improvements to Austin Park. The 
council meeting Thursday to discuss awarding the bid for the renovations at 
the park to R&R Pacific Construction for just over $2,000,000. The city 
manager also asking the council to approve change orders for about 10 
percent of the contract amount. The area of reconstruction on 10 acres east 
of Lakeshore Boulevard and west of Uhl Avenue to include an outdoor 
concert stage, new shade structures, new grass and an expansion of the 
current lawn area, new irrigation, a children’s play area, a fenced dog park, 
new lighting around the park, new parking lots and so much more.

The Gov. Gavin Newsom says he wants an investigation by the state 
attorney general into why gas prices are so high. The California Energy 
Commission says prices are about a dollar more a gallon than the rest of 
the country. The commission says it’s because “California’s retail gasoline 
outlets are charging higher prices.” But the Governor says it shows big oil 
companies are misleading and overcharging customers, potentially using 
false advertising and price fixing. And he wants the Atty. General to look into 
it. The commission says there’s no evidence gasoline retailers are doing 
anything the Governor says they’re doing but did say brand retailers 
wouldn’t provide information for its analysis.



The more than 5.6 million registered independents in Calif. are going to be 
able to vote in the 2020 Democratic presidential primary, but they cannot 
vote for a Republican. The Secretary of State Alex Padilla made the 
announcement yesterday. The primary is in March, on Super Tuesday. 
Independent voters are about 28% of registered California voters. But are 
only expected to add up to just 15% of the Democratic primary electorate. A 
nonpartisan voter tracking firm says independents who vote in the 
Democratic race will probably be younger, more diverse and progressive 
than the rest of the electorate.

PG&E says it’s watching the weather as the National Weather Service 
issues a fire weather watch for a lot of Northern California. The weather 
watch from tomorrow morning at 5 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday. This means that 
there could be critical fire weather conditions featuring gusty winds. The 
winds and low daytime humidity and low overnight humidity, a mixture that 
may lead to critical fire weather conditions for the northern Coastal Range 
and foothills, the Sacramento Valley, part of the northern San Joaquin 
Valley, and the Northern Sierra Nevada and foothills below 7000 feet. 
Forecasters say there could be 30-40 mph winds expected in higher 
elevations and 15-25 mph elsewhere.

PG&E teams are monitoring the weather as meteorologists predict dry 
windy conditions. The utility company has opened their emergency 
operations center and has begun notifying impacted customers their power 
may be shut off late tomorrow. It’s planned with varying start times like last 
time. It’s expected to hit more than 200,000 customers in the Sierra Foothills 
and the North Bay, including, Butte, Lake, Mendocino, Napa,  Sonoma and 
Yuba counties. Those affected should get notice thru text, email and 
automated phone calls. Those who enrolled in PG&E’s Medical Baseline 
program who don’t confirm they got the notice will get a visit by a PG&E 
employee.

A surfer we reported about dying while out amongst the Mendocino Coast 
waves reportedly surfed all over the world. The Press Democrat reports 58 
year old Donald Harris of Philo died Sunday morning. He traveled all over, 
from Huntington Beach and  Santa Cruz to Queensland, Australia, Bali and 
elsewhere in Indonesia. He was in the Point Arena area paddling out and 
told another surfer he was going to keep paddling. He disappeared so the 
other surfer paddled to look for him and saw him floating with his board next 
to him. That surfer brought Harris to shore and performed CPR. Emergency 
responders came soon after and pronounced him dead. An autopsy was 
scheduled for today to figure out why he died.  The area where he was, 
Waves at Point Arena was reported at about 9 feet Sunday morning.

New cannabis rules to go into effect in Fort Bragg. The city council 
approved retail sales rules city staff have been working on for several 
months. The Advocate newspaper reports the first reading was approved 
October 15th and the second and final reading will happen at the council’s 
Oct. 28th meeting. It will allow retail sales of cannabis in the downtown 
business district and in one area that’s zoned light industrial. Some 
cultivation will be permitted, consumption of products on site will also be 
allowed. Some of the rules are still being fleshed out. Right now there are 
five cannabis retailers on the Coast.
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Social Media giant Facebook says it’s putting up $1 billion for affordable 
housing in Calif. The cash could help developers put up as many as 20,000 
homes over 10 years time. The company giving $150 million for the Bay’s 
Future Fund which is an affordable housing fund started earlier this year by 
Mark and Chan Zuckerberg’s foundation, along with the San Francisco 
Foundation, Facebook, Genentech and others. The company also says it’s 
starting a new partnership with Gov. Newsom’s administration for mixed-
income houses for teachers and other essential public workers that will be 
built on excess state-owned land. The company earlier announced it was 
donating $25 million for up to 120 apartments for teachers in Palo Alto.

You may have heard from PG&E already about their latest public safety 
power shutoff. Now Mendocino County is announcing the power down today 
and tomorrow for parts of the county to start today between 2 and 5 p.m. 
today. And apparently, it’s just a short time without power. It should be 
restored tomorrow. The areas that may be affected: Potter Valley and 
southeastern Mendocino County near the Mendocino/Sonoma County line. 
The utility company says they expect less than 1,000 customers will be 
without power in Mendocino County. But 15 counties and about 219,000 
customers could be impacted across California.

It’s the five year anniversary for REACH air ambulance services. The base 
at the Willits Airport features four air ambulances and crews serving 
surrounding counties including Mendocino County if they’re in a remote 
location. The REACH vice president says they act like a fire station. They 
have up to 14 crewmembers working at the location on rotating 12-24 hour 
shifts. That would include their pilot, a flight nurse and a paramedic for each 
call. REACH is subsidized by a $4 fee on moving vehicle violations, and a 
new funding source recently extended cash coming in for six months. 
They’re apparently working on a more long term funding source.

A man from Clearlake Oaks accused of intentionally setting three wildfires 
has pleaded not guilty. Matthew Miravalle arrested last month for three fires 
over the summer months. He was in court for his preliminary hearing and 
charged with two counts of property arson and one count of arson of 
structure/forest land. The Lake County Sheriff’s office reports Miravalle 
admitted he started the fires after his arrest. He was also seen in the area of 
the most recent fire which happened on Monday, Sep. 23 near an 
apartment complex. Investigators say it was an arson fire. And Miravalle has 
a previous arson conviction.

Another power shutoff coming from Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
across Northern and Central California. The power down expected to impact 
about 200,000. Nearly 1,900 will be in the dark in Cobb, Loch Lomond and 
Middletown. One of the officials for PG&E working the incident says windy 
weather is prompting the shutoff. The wind is forecasted for 5 p.m. The 
utility company said yesterday it was giving impacted customers a 8-12 hour 
warning.  The red flag warning is covering higher elevations above 2,000 
feet in areas of Lake, Mendocino, and Trinity counties.

Governor Newsom has reportedly sent a letter to the CEO of PG&E 
regarding the recent public safety power shutoffs and the next one. The 
Governor demanding the utility company provide better information to 
customers impacted by the shutoffs and to do more to reduce the number of 
people affected. The letter saying the immediate goal to better manage this 
next power shutoff. The letter went yesterday to CEO Bill Johnson, urging 
the company to follow instructions by the California Public Utilities 
Commission. The letter also offering technical and operational assistance to 
include forecasting, tech support and using aircraft equipment and 
emergency personnel.



New rules for California’s water usage from the Trump Administration. 
Environmental groups none too happy with the plan and the potential effect 
on endangered species. It includes more water going to farmers, something 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries Service 
say, “will not jeopardize threatened or endangered species.” It includes as 
much as $1.5 billion to support endangered fish. Plus the fed would be 
monitoring rivers for endangered fish and is committing to reduce pumping 
when fish are present. But the Natural Resources Defense Council says 
these kinds of programs don’t work because endangered fish species 
populations are too small. They plan to stop the new rules by going to court.

One person is dead after a fire at a home near Robinson Rancheria. The 
fire reported yesterday afternoon after 4. A stick built home was totally 
engulfed in flames when firefighters got to the scene. They got a report that 
one person was trapped, but they died in the fire. Several area fire crews 
responded. No word how the fire started. Investigators were called to take a 
look last night.

Some tweaking of numbers by PG&E for those who will be impacted by the 
next power shutoff. The Sacramento Bee reports the utility company was 
saying 209,000 households and businesses in 17 counties would be 
affected, now it’s down to 189,000 in 16 counties. They will apparently make 
their final decision this morning. The utility company says it will continue to 
monitor the weather forecast models and wind event on their 600 weather 
stations. The CEO of PG&E says they should have an all clear for most of 
the impacted customers by noon tomorrow and noon Friday for the rest.

California is suing the United States Postal Service as foreign cigarettes 
keep getting delivered to California residents. The Attorney General Xavier 
Becerra and New York City filing suit together saying the postal service 
knew cigarettes or smokeless tobacco was being delivered in violation of 
the Prevent All Cigarettes Trafficking Act. The suit asking the postal service 
to stop the deliveries and not allow it to happen in the future. The trafficking 
act put in place in 2009 to stop contraband cigarettes from entering the 
United States. The cigarette-makers don’t pay taxes.

A massive replacement of CalFresh benefits is being offered due to the last 
public safety power shutoff. The California Department of Social Services 
says the Food and Nutrition Service has authorized the massive 
replacement of CalFresh benefits for those affected by PG&E’s de-
energization of power lines from two weeks ago. It’s for people across the 
state, including in Mendocino County. Those who lost their food because of 
the power shutoff are being offered a 60% automatic replacement of their 
October CalFresh allotment. The deliveries are happening tomorrow.

A workshop’s being offered for those interested in putting an accessory unit 
on their property. The workshop tomorrow at 5:30 pm at Jug Handle Creek 
Farm. It’s free and hosted by the Housing Action Team. 4th District 
Supervisor Dan Gjerde will be on hand along with the former city manager 
of Fort Bragg. They will explain possible construction plans and 
accompanying county rules. They’re providing refreshments and a tour of 
the Jug Handle facility for those interested.

A woman from Fort Bragg has been arrested after reports of a domestic 
violence incident. Mendocino deputies called last Thursday night to a home 
in the 20000 block of Hansen Road meeting the husband and wife, seeing 
the male victim with a small injury to his head and minor bleeding. They 
came to find after a verbal argument, the wife, identified as Angela Lina, hit 
the man in the face. She was arrested for domestic violence battery and 
taken to Mendocino County Jail and booked on $25,000.00 bail.
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PG&E down-scaling its latest public safety power shutoff. The utility informing Mendocino County the power may be turned off because of red flag warnings and fire hazard conditions. They had told counties, including part of Mendocino County to be prepared for a 3 pm shutoff. In Mendocino County, to include Hopland east of Highway 175, parts of Potter Valley and southeastern Mendocino County near the Mendocino/Sonoma County line. The outage was changed to be affecting less than 400 customers in Mendocino County and that that might also change. They’re encouraging customers to check the http://www.pge.com for the most accurate information. Power is predicted to be back up tomorrow morning. There is a PG&E Community Resource Center set up at the Potter Valley Bible Church starting at 8am tomorrow morning. Nearly 1,900 in Lake County are expected to be impacted including Cobb, Loch Lomond, Middletown and a small unincorporated area outside Kelseyville. There are two community resource centers in Lake County, the Konocti Vista Casino in Lakeport and the Twin Pine Casino & Hotel in Middletown. The utility company is warning some who are not supposed to be impacted, that they may still have power outages due to the company’s equipment getting damaged during the wind event. And those folks will not be notified in advance.

An unrelated power outage reported in the Laytonville and Covelo areas 
had about 3,000 people in the dark.  A PG&E spokesperson says the areas 
involved are not involved in the planned Public Safety Power Shutoff. But 
there were about 160 customers who were expected to be impacted later. 
All of the customers had their lights back on this morning after the 
occurrence and the utility company had crews inspecting lines with 
helicopters and ground crews to figure out what caused the power outage

Almost 4,000 Kaiser Permanente mental health clinicians getting ready for a 
strike across Calif. that could affect more than 100 clinics in California. The 
workers include psychologists, social workers and therapists. The National 
Union of Healthcare Workers strike to impact those seeking individual 
therapy and for social work. Yesterday some workers were gathering for a 
vigil in Oakland as a tribute to former patients who died by suicide. Workers 
say some had to wait too long for care. Some workers say they have a 
waiting list for patients to see them of up to 6 weeks.  The issues reportedly 
the center of negotiations between the hospital giant and the union for more 
than 18 months. The strike to begin next month.

As promised PG&E has shut down power to parts of Mendocino County. 
The second in as many weeks. This was expected to impact less customers 
than the power down two weeks ago. Last night by 5 pm, more than 300 
customers were without power. But the utility company said earlier this week 
there would be about half that, plus nearly 1,900 in Lake County and almost 
27,000 in Sonoma County. Word is power should be restored sometime 
today. PG&E has set up a Community Resource Center (CRC) at the Potter 
Valley Bible Church from 8 a.m. – 8 p.m. Last time around PG&E was 
criticized for jammed phone lines and a downed website. They say this time 
around there will be a temporary website with more information, but that was 
reportedly glitchy yesterday. All of this due to Red Flag conditions in 
elevations above 2,000 feet in interior Mendocino, Northern Lake, and 
Southern Trinity counties through today.

A case of measles reported at Disneyland and also went to a Starbucks in 
the Palms area of Southern Calif. State health officials say that person may 
have exposed others at the two locations last Wednesday, Oct. 16. That 
would have been from just before 8 am until 10 am at the Starbucks on S. 
Sepulveda Blvd. and at Disneyland from 9:15 a.m. to 8:35 p.m. This brings 
the number of infections from measles in Los Angeles County to 19, plus 
there were 11 other non-resident cases.

http://www.pge.com/


Three fires reported in Ukiah under bridges where transients hang out. 
Ukiah Valley Fire Authority says it’s dangerous due to dry brush near creek 
beds which could easily cause a huge fire if there’s a wind event. They had 
a call Tuesday morning for a fire under the bridge in Gibson Creek, and 
again yesterday morning. And the third spotted by someone driving by in 
Orrs Creek where transients were.  Fire officials say people start the fires to 
cook food and stay warm in hidden places so they won’t get into trouble for 
other things they may be up to.

The governor has signed a bill into law so that all new rape kits connected 
to a crime have to be submitted quickly. The bill by State Senator Connie 
Leyva and Assembly member David Chiu. Their bill had several sponsors. It 
will address the weakness in current state law, they say, which allows 
dangerous perpetrators to run free. There was a law about five years ago 
saying state law enforcement should submit rape kits within 20 days of 
collecting them. But there’s been creative license with what that actually 
means. One nonprofit, Joyful Heart was one of the sponsors, they’ve been 
working across the country to get comprehensive rape kit reform legislation 
passed.

A fast moving wildfire that started in the Geysers area blows up in red flag 
conditions. The Kincade fire reported last night before 9:30 p.m. and has 
exploded to 10,000 acres. The fire started in the Geysers geothermal 
steamfield and could be seen in parts of Lake County. Wind speeds of 69 
miles per hour were recorded overnight in the Pine Mountain area. Within 
one hour the fire had already consumed 400 acres. Radio reports later into 
the night said the fire was burning into the back of Black Mountain and 
officials were predicting it was headed to Alexander Valley and would burn 
vineyards there. By about midnight the fire had burned 5,000 acres. And 
evacuation orders were called with evacuation centers opening. The Lake 
County Sheriff was monitoring the fire and State Sen. Mike McGuire has 
been posting updates on his social media accounts. Overnight the CHP was 
closing roads. Firefighters reporting intense wind and problems with cell 
coverage as they climbed into the rugged and remote area.

A man charged with killing a friend as they were touring the Northern 
California area is being held over for trial. 21 year old Mavrick Fisher had his 
preliminary hearing yesterday connected to the murder of 25-year-old Grant 
Whitaker of Mackinaw, Illinois.

Fisher’s facing murder, assault with a deadly weapon and a special 
allegation of inflicting great bodily injury, and grand theft of a vehicle 
charges.  He was caught in Mexico this summer after the death of his friend. 
The two of them are deaf. The victim’s family reported there was an 
altercation between the two who were in Humboldt County. They had come 
to Calif. to buy property because they wanted to start a deaf farming 
community.

A flood leaves more than two dozen senior citizens out of their apartments 
in Lucerne. Northshore Fire reports getting a call to the North Shore Villas 
apartments last night.  The sprinklers in the building were somehow 
triggered, and that flooded the building. The building became uninhabitable 
and the Red Cross was called to help find temporary housing for more than 
30 people.



If you can believe it, there may be yet another Pacific Gas and Electric 
public safety power shutoff. 3 in two weeks’ time. Right now several 
thousand are affected by the power shutoff due to red flag weather 
conditions. The company says there’s another offshore weather system 
which could trigger another shutoff this weekend. PG&E called this latest 
shutoff on Wednesday morning which has impacted a few hundred in 
Mendocino County and nearly 1,900 in Lake County. As well as thousands 
in Sonoma County. At the same time there’s a giant fire in Sonoma County, 
the Kincade Fire which has charred 10,000 acres already. Last night 
officials with the utility company at a press briefing said there was another 
incoming weather system which may mean another shutoff. A PG&E 
meteorologist says the incoming system could be an even stronger weather 
event than what we had around Oct. 9. And a fire weather watch is 
anticipated from the National Weather Service. The PG&E CEO says if that 
all comes to fruition, the next power down would be late Saturday.

Discussions about the microwave communications system or public safety 
radio network in Mendocino County shows some fixes are needed to keep 
communications flowing uninterrupted between departments. The agency 
maintaining the equipment says if areas of the system go down, they’re 
trying to find parts on ebay. If a major piece of equipment fails, it could be 
weeks without the equipment, and communications between agencies. So if 
a deputy called for backup and the system was down, they’d be on their 
own. The Deputy CEO reports the executive office is trying to find ways to 
pay for upgrades.

The Kincade Fire is holding at 10,000 acres. The Governor has announced 
the federal government will make money available so Sonoma County is not 
responsible for 100% of the cost to fight the fire. The Gov. commented he 
was grateful for the swift approval. About 2,000 people have been 
evacuated. Last night Sheriff’s deputies immediately evacuated a few 
hundred just after the fire started, then the evacuations became more 
widespread overnight and this morning. The fire broke out in the Geysers 
after 9 pm last night with the fire quickly spreading towards Alexander Valley 
but firefighters made a play and stopped it at the valley floor, but fire officials 
say some homes were lost. There was no official count, that will come later 
today. The high temperatures and gusty winds in dry conditions with a heat 
advisory is not helping. Some wind gusts last night recorded at more than 
75 mph. The winds are supposed to ease today and tomorrow but pick back 
up again over the weekend. Some of the folks evacuated lost their homes or 
were somehow impacted by the massive Tubbs Fire in Sonoma County in 
October of 2017. Some of the victims telling the Press Democrat they are 
being re-traumatized. Firefighters were surrounding the town of Geyserville 
due to the possibility of wind-swept embers. The Monte Rio Fire Chief tells 
the news site an ember tossed about a mile from the fire to a home which 
burned. The fire has no containment yet.

A sheriff’s deputy from Northern California has been killed after he went to 
the scene of a theft at a private marijuana garden. The El Dorado County 
Sheriff’s Office reports Deputy Brian Ishmael was shot to death in the 
community of Somerset. He also had a ride-along passenger with him, an 
off-duty deputy who was shot and injured. The off duty cop returned fire and 
tried saving Ishmael. Then a CHP officer came to the scene and took the 
injured off duty officer to the hospital where he had surgery and was later 
released. Two men were detained, one had been shot and went to the 
hospital. No word on his condition of if anyone else was involved. Flags 
were ordered to be flown at half-staff at all state buildings across the state 
by Governor Newsom.
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A man suspected of a robbery disappeared in Lakeport and police want 
your help. The Police Department reaching out to the community to help find 
24 year old Alexander Gene Gard who they say is connected to a robbery 
yesterday at Campos Casuals. Police say it happened mid-morning in the 
area of Second and Main streets for a report of a man running from the 
theft. Cops searched the area with no luck. Police questioning people in the 
area. Those at Campos Casuals say the guy tried to steal more than $100 
in merchandise. An employee apparently got into an altercation with the 
suspect and got the stolen items back in the tussle. He left the building at 
that time with several people trying to stop him to no avail. Gard is the only 
suspect and is currently wanted for robbery.

More than 500 firefighters on the ground tackling the 10,000 acre Kincade 
Fire. A couple thousand people evacuated including all of the town 
Geyserville. Also those in Healdsburg have been warned to get ready to 
leave their homes. There is no containment on the fire yet.  The fire ignited 
last night about 9:20 near the Geysers Geothermal Plant, and fire officials 
say they’re not sure if the plant somehow was involved or if there was a 
PG&E Power Shutoff in the area. Winds have slowed from last night where 
there were wind gusts recorded of more than 75 mph. No word how many 
homes were destroyed so far, but there are pictures floating around online 
of homes on fire.

Another PG&E Public Safety Power Shutoff is most likely coming this 
weekend. The third in two weeks. Officials say they’re monitoring the 
“potentially strong, widespread dry offshore wind event” which is supposed 
to hit the North Bay, East Bay, Peninsula, Central Coast, Sierra Foothills 
and Humboldt County Saturday. The energy company says there will be 
blackouts in almost every zone of PG&E’s service territory.  Lake County 
Sheriff Brian Martin says he’s been informed it will hit some areas for longer 
than our current outage…

Two urgent fire weather alerts have come from the National Weather 
Service over the last few hours. The warning that historic high winds and 
possible widespread power outages would be happening across the North 
Bay tomorrow through Monday morning. The winds were predicted from 15 
mph to 30 mph and gusts of up to 45 to 55 mph. There could also be 65 
mph to 75 mph gusts in higher elevations, including Mount St. Helena. The 
most dangerous winds are expected tomorrow night around 8 p.m. and will 
last until midmorning on Monday. The weather service with a dire warning, 
that any fires that break out would spread quickly. They also warn the winds 
could take down trees and power lines. The forecast says the dangerous 
winds mixed with low humidity could produce “historic” weather conditions. 
Back during the October 2017 firestorm, winds peaked at 65 mph.

As the Kincade fire plowed thru brush, it also blackened vineyards on 
Sonoma County Wine Country estates. The fire making it’s way to the 
Alexander Valley taking one of the family member’s Julia Jackson’s home, 
and a bunch of buildings on the Jackson Family estate. The Press 
Democrat reports some of the landowners who lost property just after the 
fire got going are some of the wealthiest in Sonoma County, and from 
longstanding Sonoma County wine families. The Jackson family owns the 
ninth-largest wine company in the United States. The Robert Young Estate 
Winery and Vineyard and Garden Creek Vineyards had damage to their 
properties. Many wineries were closed and under mandatory evacuation 
orders.
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Power came back on for many on Thursday as the same households, and 
many more, 830,000 prepare for yet another public safety power shutoff. 
Almost 179,000 customers across Northern California were affected 
Wednesday and Thursday, and as the power was turned back on, PG&E 
warned customers there will be another shutoff this weekend.  
The potentially affected areas include Potter Valley, Redwood Valley, 
Calpella, properties across the 101 on the Ridgewood Grade, parts of the 
unincorporated Ukiah Valley east of the City of Ukiah, Hopland, Yorkville, 
Boonville, Anchor Bay, Gualala and southeastern Mendocino County near 
the Mendocino/Sonoma County line. In Lake County, the Sheriff said it was 
likely to be countywide.

 

The Kincade Fire grows in acreage again with minimal containment. Cal Fire 
reports the fire near Geyserville has grown from 16,000 acres last night to 
nearly 22,000 acres. That’s another 6,000 acres in just hours. There are 
also reports the fire may have started near PG&E equipment. Even though 
the area was supposedly de-energized in the latest public safety power 
shutoff.  But not all equipment was de-energized due to wind speeds. The 
fire is still just 5% contained. It has burned 49 structures. We’re not sure 
how many of those are homes or outbuildings or businesses. Even though 
Cal Fire pegs it at just 5% containment, containment on acreage has moved 
slightly up this morning from 800 to nearly 1,100. There are no reports of 
injuries or fatalities. Evacuation orders are in place for thousands. No word if 
new orders are forthcoming or when any of those told to leave, can return.

As we’ve been reporting another public safety power shutoff is forthcoming 
in windy conditions this weekend. The Gov. Gavin Newsom is also 
demanding PGE follow previously agreed to protocols and to work closely 
with state and local officials to protect public safety and limit the impact. In a 
letter to PGE yesterday, the governor said inconsistency in following agreed 
to protocols are undermining the coordination efforts with first responders to 
help protect the public. He also demanded transparency and consistent 
notification to state and local government officials and to plan ahead to meet 
the needs of vulnerable residents.

Reports there was a PG&E transmission line experiencing issues just before 
the massive fire started inside The Geysers. The Press Democrat reports 
Cal Fire found a broken piece of equipment on a PG&E transmission tower 
which had not been de-energized during this last public safety power 
shutdown. The company filed a report yesterday with the state Public 
Utilities Commission that there was a problem on a 230-kilovolt transmission 
line running through The Geysers Wednesday night at 9:20 pm. The fire 
was first spotted at 9:26 p.m. A video of the fire starting has gone viral. It’s 
from an ALERTWildfire camera in the hills near the Geysers. It shows a 
flickering light, then a brighter light, then smoke rising on the horizon.



Firefighters from Mendocino County are working the Kincade Fire in 
Sonoma County. A five engine team headed to the fire quickly spreading 
near Geyserville yesterday morning. Apparently they were pre-positioned in 
Lake County because of the Red Flag warnings. The operations coordinator 
for Mendocino County, Hopland Fire Chief Mitch Franklin says the timing 
worked out well. The teams from the Hopland, Little Lake, Redwood Coast, 
South Coast and the Redwood Valley-Calpella fire departments left 
yesterday morning at 7:30 a.m. and another team from Mendocino, 
Anderson Valley, Fort Bragg, Redwood Valley-Calpella and the South Coast 
fire departments headed out too. The terrain is said to be challenging and 
conditions are dry with low humidity and high heat. And windier conditions 
are expected tomorrow and Sunday.

A permit has been approved for a move of the Mendocino Animal Hospital. 
The city of Ukiah’s Zoning Administrator approved the permit for East Gobbi 
Street. The applicant, Nick Channell asking for the Minor Use Permit for a 
relocation of the animal hospital into a 5,500-square-foot commercial 
building currently occupied by Tapestry Family Services, who are relocating. 
During the public comment section of the meeting where the request was 
made Tuesday, it was noted the new location for the animal hospital had a 
larger parking lot. They won’t be making any changes to the outside of the 
building and are not proposing any landscaping changes.

As the all clear is given by PG&E for the latest public safety power shutoff, 
yet another is planned for the weekend. The all clear for weather was 
expected yesterday so that crews could get out into the field to check the 
utility’s equipment for damage, before the power is turned back on. But now 
word that a stronger wind event is anticipated. Something the Lake County 
Sheriff spoke about last night… SOT

The PG&E CEO mentioned the shutoff at a press event Wednesday. And a 
PG&E meteorologist says we’re stuck in a weather pattern conducive to 
offshore wind patterns. The next from tomorrow to Monday afternoon, an 
event the meteorologist says could be the strongest wind event of the 
season. The National Weather Service is predicting red flag weather 
conditions late tomorrow morning into Monday morning.

You can get information on the power shutoffs at PG&E’s resource center 
set up at the Twin Pine Casino for Lake County residents. Residents of 
Cobb, Loch Lomond, Middletown and unincorporated areas south of 
Kelseyville who don’t have power can head over to charge your electronics 
and medical machines. They’re open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m during the shutoff. 
They’ve got water, a medical kit, air conditioning, fax and copy machines. 
You can also head to the Konocti Vista Casino center as well.

The Kincade Fire has blown up again, now at 16,000 acres and reportedly 
started near electric equipment. 49 structures have burned in the fire that 
started Wednesday night and quickly expanding, charring 10,000 acres. 
Then last night at the press conference, Cal Fire announced the fire 
threatening the entire town of Geyserville, grew 6,000 acres more. Only 800 
acres of the massive inferno has been contained, 5%. Now word that the 
fire may have broken out near PG&E equipment. PG&E had power off in the 
area, but there are reports of possible power lines down. A dispatch report 
about 9:30 pm Wednesday night called it a life safety hazard. Cal Fire says 
there’s no confirmed report. A PG&E spokesperson says they believe the 
fire is near the “footprint” of the “public safety power shutdown”. The fire 
broke out near the Geysers Geothermal plant, but there’s no official word if 
the plant was producing power at the time the fire started.
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Police in Clearlake following an erratic driver in a stolen car make an arrest. 
A community service officer followed the driver in a red Kia Sephia on 
Highway 29 Tuesday night. The officer ran the Washington state license 
plate, finding it was reported stolen a couple hours before. The Kia drove 
into the Walmart parking lot and backup officers were waiting, pulling the car 
over for a felony traffic stop. 29 year old Marissa Prude was arrested for 
vehicle theft and violation of probation and held on $15,000 bond. The car 
has since been returned to its owner.

As your lights start to flicker back on, officials are warning of a third public 
safety power shutoff. Pacific Gas and Electric Co. notifying customers about 
the power down coming this weekend, that they say could last longer than 
the one we had October 9th. Some people were in the dark as long as five 
days. This shutoff from tomorrow to Monday as the National Weather 
Service forecasts red flag warning conditions. In Lake County the high wind 
watch starts tomorrow night at 11 and lasts thru Sunday night at 11. There’s 
also a fire weather watch from 11 a.m. tomorrow until 5 p.m. Monday.

A man from Fort Bragg has been arrested for multiple child sex abuse 
felonies. Fort Bragg police say 42 year old Jonathan Sastre-Cordova had 
been arrested nearly two years ago on similar charges. The Advocate 
newspaper reports the DA’s office didn’t respond by press time whether the 
new charges are related to the February 2018 charges. Sastre-Cordova 
booked in jail Oct. 16 for alleged sodomy with a victim younger than ten, 
aggravated sexual assault of a child, continuous sexual abuse of a child and 
several other charges. He was held on $400,000 bail.

PG&E has reportedly filled out an incident report on an area by the massive 
Kincade fire, of power line failure. The fire started outside the Geysers 
Geothermal plant Wednesday night. Then yesterday there was an electric 
incident report filed with the California Public Utilities Commission regarding 
a failed transmission line in the fire area. 6 hours before the fire PG&E had 
started the last public safety power shutoff. Lake Co News reports the utility 
company said it turned off power to almost 28,000 Sonoma County 
customers, including in Geyserville and the surrounding area. But they only 
deenergized power distribution lines, not transmission lines because wind 
speeds didn’t meet their protocol.

Some recommendations by the Lake County’s Public Health officer in light 
of the third public safety power shutoff. Lake Co News reports the Public 
Health Officer Dr. Gary Pace says being prepared is very important 
especially for the medically fragile. Those with major medical needs may 
consider leaving the area until there’s power again. To make sure you have 
all the meds you need as pharmacies may be closed during the power 
outage. They recommend at least a one week supply of your essential 
medications.  If you’re dependent on electricity, you’re advised to sign up 
with PG&E as a medical baseline customer. And if you’re dependent on 
oxygen, make a plan to stay with friends or family or get a generator. You 
can also go to a community resource center during the daytime hours.

The Kincade Fire has grown again. The fire has now burned more than 
66,000 acres and remains just 5% contained. Another weather system is 
supposed to be headed to Northern Calif. too which doesn’t help firefighters 
in dry conditions. So far 96 structures have been destroyed, 16 were 
damaged and another 70,000 homes are threatened. The Red Flag 
Warning continues today with 40-50 mph winds forecasted. Fire officials say 
narrow roads and steep terrain is making their fight more difficult and 
several roads around the fire have been closed.



Tens of thousands of people evacuated the area of the Kincade Fire and to 
make matters worse, a small earthquake has rumbled thru the area. The 3.3 
earthquake rattled nerves early this morning. It happened about 1:10 a.m. 
At the same time Pacific Gas & Electric had power off to almost 1 million 
customers and another 100,000 were in the dark because of the crazy 
weather. The utility company also says it’s monitoring another severe wind 
event due tomorrow and Wednesday which could cut the lights for 32 
Counties Across Northern and Central California. Southern Calif. Edison is 
also shutting down power to potentially 300,000 in coming days too.

The Kincade Fire has destroyed one winery and damaged others in the 
Alexander Valley region. The fire crossed Highway 128 near Chalk Hill Road 
east of Healdsburg and took down the Soda Rock Winery. There two 
homes, an artist studio, a water tower and the winery’s main 20,000-square-
foot wine production facility, tasting room and event space burned to the 
ground. The owner says with that, they lost their entire 2019 vintage and 
most of their wine inventory. The main building goes back to the late 1800’s. 
The San Francisco Chronicle reports Field Stone Winery on Highway 128 
also burned, but there’s no report yet, on the extent of damage.

Firefighters bolstering the containment on a fire that broke out in Mendocino 
County that has led to evacuations. Highway 20 was closed between Upper 
Lake to Ukiah for a time too after the fire east of Calpella started. So fire the 
Burris Fire has burned 350 acres and is 20-percent contained. The fire 
started yesterday and spread quickly due to high winds. With that Sheriff 
Tom Allman announced mandatory evacuations. There was an evacuation 
center quickly opened at the Veterans Hall and a large animal evacuation 
center at the Redwood Empire Fairgrounds. Part of Highway 20 between 
Upper Lake and Ukiah was closed much of Sunday but reopened last night 
with one lane of controlled traffic in the immediate fire area.  The fire is 
under investigation.

A fourth Public Safety Power Shutoff event is predicted as PG&E starts to 
ramp down the one we are in right now. Nearly a million customers lost 
power across the state. Mendocino County says it’s received notice from the 
utility company that power should be restored in the next 2 days or 48 
hours. The de-energization over the weekend should come to an end this 
morning. But that just means they will be checking their equipment for 
damage, before your power comes back on. There is still a Red Flag 
Warning thru the day due to gusty winds and low humidity. The re-
energization can only happen during daytime hours.

No worries about water in Ukiah. The city’s director or water and sewer 
reports the city of Ukiah’s water and sewage treatment plants are fine 
because they have “permanent back-up generators”. Plus the city can also 
tap its wells, but the agency’s director doesn’t think that will be needed. The 
generators in place until heavy rains start pouring down this winter. But the 
Ukiah Electric Utility Director says they would be out of power because of 
weather and fire. They shifted their load to Santa Rosa, but since the 
Kincade Fire broke out, that can’t happen.



PG&E says there’s another weather system expected tomorrow so the 
power may come on, then go right back off again. The news came as the 
utility shut off power Saturday night for 38 counties. Another 100,000 people 
had no power because of the windy conditions. Some customers may 
already have their power back on, as the all clear came from PG&E last 
night for re-energization for Humboldt, Siskiyou, Trinity, Northern Mendocino 
and parts of Lake County. There were reports of trees and power lines down 
in Lake County, wind gusts of nearly 90 mph in Butte County and 102 miles 
an hour in Sonoma County and around the Kincade Fire. The next windy 
weather system is due tomorrow until Thursday.

The Gov. has declared a statewide emergency because of the continued 
high-winds which have meant massive fires and evacuations. The Kincade 
Fire has burned more than 66,000 acres and is just barely 5% contained. 
Nearly 200,000 people have been evacuated and almost 100 structures 
have been destroyed. Several more are threatened. In Southern Calif. the 
Tick fire is 70% contained after charring more than 4,600 acres. The Gov. 
says they’re coordinating with multiple agencies and deploying all available 
resources. He has also announced a $75 million program for state and local 
governments to help with impacts of power shutoffs and that his 
administration has several new partnerships and tools for medically 
vulnerable populations.

 One person is dead after a crash in Clearlake Oaks. The CHP reports the 
accident last night just before midnight on Highway 20 by Long Valley Road. 
There were two people in the car, the other had minor to moderate injuries. 
Dispatch reports said there was an air ambulance request, but that was 
canceled because the person, the passenger of the car, was being worked 
on, then they died and a coroner was requested. No word on the driver of 
the vehicle or how the accident happened.

PG&E since their Wildfire Assistance Program has given out more than $18 
million to people displaced by the 2017 Northern California wildfires and 
2018 Camp fire. A $105 million fund was approved by the bankruptcy judge 
for those who were uninsured or need help with alternative living expenses 
or other urgent needs. The money should be distributed by a third party 
administrator who is urging those who have not applied to get on it before 
the Nov. 15th deadline. Final payments should be forthcoming by the end of 
the first quarter of next year. So far they say they’ve received about 11,500 
claims and sent payment for 5,200 eligible claims.

A man from Kelseyville at a court hearing after being charged for stealing a 
car, carrying a gun in the vehicle, and having ammo. 26 year old Leopoldo 
Gutierrez Bravo was due back in court this morning to be charged with 11 
felonies after an incident last month where he was found with the stolen 
truck at the Robinson Rancheria Casino. Cops were there on another call 
and found Bravo, checked his records can found he was on probation for a 
drug charge from Los Angeles County. They searched the stolen truck and 
found a loaded .38 caliber semi-automatic handgun which he said was not 
his. But they also found he was a confirmed gang member with a history of 
weapons and narcotics violations.
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The lights are coming back on in Mendocino county officials are increasingly optimistic that most people will have power by nightfall. In Lake County, the sheriff’s office says the power should be fully restored in 80 percent of the county by dark too. The City of Ukiah says ALL power has been restored there, and that anyone within the city limits who does not have power should check circuit breakers before calling the outage line at 707-463-6288. If you live in Ukiah and have food spoiled by the outage, officials say you can check the ukiahrecycles.com website for guidelines on how to dispose of it. Food safety experts are telling anyone who has food left refrigerated – if in doubt, toss it out.

As the lights come back on for PG &E customers, the news is also better 
from the fire lines. All evacuation warnings for the Burris fire have been lifted 
and the fire is said to be around 85 percent contained. Today’s operations 
have focused on mopping up hot spots and keeping an eye on containment 
lines.

Progress to report on the Kincaid fire too, as mandatory evacuation orders 
are being downgraded to warnings in Windsor, Healdsburg and parts of 
Geyserville which means those people can now return home at their own 
risk. The Sonoma sheriff’s office says those who go back should be aware 
conditions are still dangerous and that power and natural gas are still out in 
those areas. The Kincaid fire has burned more than 77,000 acres and is 
now officially listed as the largest ever in Sonoma county. Last reported 
containment was 30 percent and it may take another week for full 
containment. CalFire will be hosting a community meeting regarding Kincaid 
Fire update at Twin Pines Casino at 6:30 PM tonight. The meeting will be 
live streamed on the Lake County Facebook page.

People in Mendocino County who get CalFresh benefits can request 
replacement if they have experienced food loss as a result of the power 
shutoff. The agency says those people can contact the social services office 
in Fort Bragg on South Franklin Street and the Ukiah Social Services Office 
on S State St. for more information. A similar food replacement program is 
available in Lake County too, so if you are in need you can contact the 
Social Services Office on Anderson Ranch Parkway in Lower Lake, which 
will be open on Thursday from 8:00 to 5:00.Even as fire conditions gradually improve in NORTHERN California, they 
remain dire elsewhere in the state. Crews are struggling to contain one 
large fire that has surrounded the Reagan Presidential Library in Simi 
Valley, which is home to countless historical items related to the former 
president.

Still no power across much of Northern California because of fire weather as 
Pacific Gas and Electric announces another to start this morning. Last night 
after 11 p.m. the energy company announced the next shutoff due to a Red 
Flag Warning from the National Weather Service. The warning was to go 
into effect at 8 a.m. and last until 4 p.m. tomorrow.  Lake Co News reports 
the shutoff in Lake County was expected by around 7 a.m. based on 
previous shutdowns. But some people may still not have gotten their power 
back from Saturday’s event. This next one is to include 29 counties and 
nearly 600,000 customers. PG&E reported 57 percent of 970,000 customers 
they powered down, had their lights back on. Now it happens again. But 
Lake County officials reported there were no reports by residents of power 
restoration. There are three community resource centers for water, charging 
electronic devices and to get wifi during the outages in Lake County.

http://ukiahrecycles.com/


An impromptu poll on the Facebook page for Lake County News with 
hundreds of responses showed nobody had their power due to the public 
safety power shutoff. That means those PG&E customers could be without 
power at least five days as there’s another public safety power shutoff today 
and tomorrow. The current one started Saturday after another last week.

Even though there’s more containment on the Burris Fire in Mendocino 
County, fire officials are reportedly concerned the fire could jump its lines 
and move towards Potter Valley and with that a new evacuation warning. 
Cal Fire reports the fire’s still at 350 acres and 50 percent contained, but it’s 
still threatening about 40 structures. It started Sunday afternoon and folks 
were evacuated just after the fire broke out. No homes have been damaged 
and no injuries reported. There is a Red Flag Warning starting this morning, 
prompting the Sheriff’s office to announce that evacuation warning for the 
Potter Valley area.

The Governor’s announced a new website to help those dealing with the public safety power shutoffs and wildfires.  The website response.ca.gov has resources including emergency response, recovery and resilience. That includes health services, shelters and housing, preparedness information and local and state information. The governor says the website will give Californians a unified portal with critical information during the state of emergency which will be continually updated. This came the day after the governor declared a statewide emergency because of the dangerous weather conditions.

The Kincade fire keeps growing by thousands of acres, but now it’s 
containment has also grown. The fire’s now charred over 74,320 acres and 
it’s 15% contained. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office has issued an 
evacuation warning for Middletown. It’s not mandatory, but officials say 
they’re fighting a spot fire north of Mt. St. Helena. The fire has destroyed 
123 structures, including 57 homes. Twenty other structures were damaged, 
and still more than 90,000 structures are threatened. Weather conditions 
last night were calmer, but the terrain is difficult for firefighters to access 
because of narrow roads and steep terrain. Also a new Red Flag warning is 
going into effect this morning.

Residents of Sebastopol, Guerneville, Bodega Bay, Forestville and more 
west Sonoma County municipalities are now under an evacuation warning. 
So those who were already evacuated can return home at their own risk. All 
other evacuation orders are still in effect.

Some cell phone companies say about 25% of their cell sites are down in 
Sonoma County because of a lack of power due to PG&E’s planned 
blackout to prevent wildfires. In Lake County, 25% also offline. But the 
FCC’s daily cell site outage report does not include Mendocino County.

Congressmembers Jared Huffman and Mike Thompson telling wildfire 
evacuees to seek shelter and services and not to be afraid of immigration 
enforcement action. A statement put out on Friday by the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement and U.S. Customs and Border Protection, that 
there would be no immigration enforcement actions connected to any 
wildfire-related evacuations or shelters unless there’s a “serious public 
safety threat.”

http://response.ca.gov/


Konocti Vista Casino

2755 Mission Rancheria Rd

Lakeport, CA 95453

Clearlake Senior Community Center

3245 Bowers Ave

Clearlake, CA 95422

Upper Lake Unified School District (Middle School)

725 Old Lucerne Rd

Upper Lake, CA 95485

Sonoma County firefighters are fighting the Kincade fire in the footprint of 
the Tubbs Fire. The fire moved quickly into Shiloh Estates and near Wikiup, 
Larkfield and the Mark West Springs corridor. These are all communities still 
rebuilding from the historic October 2017 Firestorm.  Sonoma County’s main 
dispatch center used an “all-call” tone for the first time so any other fire 
company could come help make a stand against the fire as it swept into the 
area. More than 1,700 homes were lost two years ago. Fire officials planned 
this time around. The Press Democrat reports they studied weather models 
and fire behavior science and were able to save all but two homes.

Almost two million people could be impacted by this fourth public safety 
power shut-off. Pacific Gas & Electric Co. warned customers yesterday 
there will be new blackouts today. Just as they announced the all-clear from 
Saturdays power down. The utility company announced restoring power to 
39% of those in the dark, or 375,000 of the 970,000 affected over the 
weekend. The Press Democrat reports in comparison to the 2017 October 
firestorm, and specifically the Tubbs Fire, that wind event lasted 6 to 8 
hours. The wind event on Saturday lasted 30 hours.

Many Lake County residents are headed to PG&E Resource Centers to get 
powered up. Since power’s been off for much of Lake County since 
Saturday, about 150 people used the four PG&E Customer Resource 
Centers in Lake County Sunday.

The following resource centers were slotted to be open Monday, and should 
PG&E shut down power again Tuesday, they may remain open into 
midweek:

Lake County officials have declared a state of emergency due to the 
ongoing public safety power shutoff. They say 93 percent of the county is 
still without power and there is no reliable estimate about when the lights will 
be back on for good. The proclamation says the hardships caused by the 
shutoff are beyond what the county alone can handle and critical public 
safety services are being effected. The three resource centers are available 
at the Konocti Vista Casino in Lakeport, Clearlake Senior Community Center 
in Clearlake and at the Upper Lake Unified School District Middle School in 
Upper Lake. Officials say those are places were people can go to deal with 
basic needs during the power shutoff and get answers to any questions they 
may have.

Mendocino County officials sounding frustrated in a social media message 
today, saying they are NOT confident PG @ E and will be much help 
providing additional assistance for county residents while the power is out 
across the county and that there is a special concern for those with medical 
needs. County C E O Carmel Angelo was especially blunt after a meeting 
today with P G @ E.she says she doesn’t believe a word the utility says and 
that PG E is creating a public health emergency for people in the region. 
Angelo is afraid someone may die because of the shutoffs.
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The latest red flag warning that had led to the shutoffs is in effect though 
sometime Wednesday and is s causing concerns for firefighters along the 
lines. The latest on the Burris fire is that while containment is up to 65 
percent of the 350 acres that have burned but winds could make the fire 
could jump quickly and spread further. There is an evacuation warning in 
effect from. Highway 20 south to Highway 175, east of the Russian River, 
and west of the Lake County line in the Potter Valley area. There are no 
evacuation ORDERS at this point. Cal-Fire says there are more than 1,000 
personnel assigned to Burris fire and that today’s goal has been to re 
enforce containment lines and deal with new flare ups. Officials say the 
winds are making it especially dangerous for those men and women 
because of how fast the fire direction can change and how tall, burning trees 
can simply topple with little to no warning, trapping crews below.

The much bigger Kincaid fire is now said to encompass more than 75,000 
acres and is about 15 percent contained. 124 structures have been 
destroyed and around 90,000 remain threatened. There have been no 
fatalities and only 2 of the 4,500 fire fighters hard at work have suffered 
minor injuries. The part of the Kincaid fire burning in Lake County has led to 
an evacuation warning—not an order—for an area around Middletown. That 
means people there should be ready to go at a moment’s notice IF an actual 
order comes down. The latest estimate of containment for the Kincaid fire is 
November 7th—a week from Thursday.

Information about the fires and shutoffs is changing constantly, so the state 
has set up a new web portal to help people find out the latest. The website 
is response.ca..gov. Governor Newsom says it will give people a way to find 
critical information during this declared state of emergency across 
California. Local Governments in Lake and Mendocino Counties are also 
posting what information they have on their web pages and social media 
platforms, while PG @ E promises to provide as much information as it can 
online as well.

As for the weather, things seem to be be looking up. Once the red flag 
warning is over, possibly tomorrow, winds will die down, and while it will still 
be very dry, it should ease the risk of wildfires as we head toward the 
weekend. Still forecasters there’s no rain in the long term forecasts for so 
dry ground and brush will continue to make fire a very serious concern.

Some residents may already be getting their power back on. Mendocino 
County reports monitoring the Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) but 
being dependent on PG&E for accurate, updated information to be shared 
with the public. The county reports widespread outages still taking place but 
that it should end this morning with an expected 8:00am all clear from the 
utility company. The call came at 4:15pm yesterday for power restoration 
over the next 24 hours. There was supposed to be power back on on the 
south coast from Gualala to Point Arena and this morning at the Philo 
substation which means the lights should be on in the Philo area and on the 
coast from Point Arena to the Town of Mendocino. PG&E is prioritizing 
restoration of the transmission line to the greater Ukiah area by this 
afternoon. Then the northern parts of the County including Willits and Fort 
Bragg.

For more information, please contact the Executive Office at 707-234-6030. 
For updated County information on the public safety power shut off, please 
visit www.mendocinocounty.org/psps or follow the County on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/mendocinocounty and 
twitter https://twitter.com/countymendocino



The Kincade Fire grew some and there’s still a Red Flag Warning in place 
thru this afternoon. The fire did flare up some last night, now at 76,825 
acres. It’s holding steady at 30% containment.  There were reports that folks 
all the way out in San Francisco could see the flames, that’s about 85 miles 
away. 206 structures have burned, including 84 homes. The fire is 
reportedly burning into part of the Tubbs Fire burn scar. The winds were 
supposed to kick up more overnight. There were reported wind gusts of 
around 50 miles an hour by Mount St. Helena.

PG&E reported equipment failure on a transmission tower when the fire 
started a week ago, but the cause is under investigation.

There had been reported danger the Kincade Fire could move back towards 
Highway 128 and the 101. A spot fire reportedly ignited near Windsor in an 
area where firefighters had already doused the flames. The Leap Now 
Transformation Learning Center which was saved over the weekend burned 
yesterday. Some folks in Santa Rosa who had been homeless due to the 
Tubbs Fire and are just in their new homes had to evacuate again. There 
are more than 150,000 people under evacuation orders in Sonoma County 
including entire towns of Geyserville, Windsor and Healdsburg.

PG&E manning a fourth power shutdown to prevent wildfires. Customers 
are speaking out about being in the dark for such a long time. The latest 
Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) went into effect yesterday impacting 
about 540,000 customers in Northern California. That doesn’t even include 
about 400,000 customers who were already in the dark because of the last 
shutoff Saturday. But the utility company says nearly ¾ of those who lost 
power Saturday had their power restored last night. The Associated Press 
reports some residents say it’s a major inconvenience and hope it’s not the 
new way the utility plans on handling major wind events. Some folks lost all 
of their food because they had no power, others have no cell phone service 
or had to leave town altogether. The California Public Utilities Commission 
says it’s investigating the shutoffs.

Many businesses have no electricity to prevent a fire, but it’s also forcing 
public institutions to reduce operations or close altogether. Sutter Santa 
Rosa Regional Hospital and Kaiser Permanente’s Santa Rosa Medical 
Center are both closed. They will have to restock food and medical supplies 
and recalibrate equipment during an inspection before they reopen. It also 
has to be certified by the California Department of Public Health and the 
Office of State Health Planning and Development. Many flights had to be 
canceled out of the Sonoma County Airport, SMART trains are running on a 
limited schedule and several school districts have closed.

The Villa Capri senior care center which burned down in the Tubbs fire and 
the Varenna at Fountaingrove were fully evacuated before the Kincade fire 
got into Santa Rosa. They’re two in 80 in Sonoma County that reported 
being totally evacuated by Mondday afternoon. There was only only left in 
Sonoma County that reportedly only being partially evacuated. Primrose 
Alzheimer’s Living in northwest Santa Rosa. There was only one resident 
there with staff Monday. But no calls to the facility by reporters were 
returned after that. Some others are already allowing residents back in in 
northwest Santa Rosa.



There have been some arrests around mandatory evacuation areas due to 
the Kincade Fire. The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Dept. reports three men, 
who are all homes, were found in the evacuation zone. The Sheriff Mark 
Essick has said repeatedly there would be zero tolerance for looters or 
others found in mandatory evacuation areas. There are more patrols on the 
streets too with officers from outside the Northern Calif. law enforcement 
area helping. The first arrest was Sunday morning. Jesse Gandarilla 
arrested for suspicion of entering an evacuation zone and violating his 
probation. Then Sunday night, Lonnie Frederick for entering an evacuation 
zone, public intoxication and an outstanding warrant; and the third arrest 
Monday afternoon. Gary Villa of Cloverdale busted for misdemeanor 
entering of an evacuation area.

One person is dead after a head on crash between a van and semitruck 
followed by a multi car wreck down the highway. The first crash yesterday 
afternoon across the street from the Dollar General on hwy 20 in Nice. Lake 
Co News reports a white Ford cargo van crashed head-on into a semi which 
kept going before finally stopping against another van next to the Bent Fir 
cabinet shop, which also had damage. A little while after that crash, the 
highway reopened to one way traffic only. Then, a multi car crash moments 
later in the Glenhaven area. The news site reports two people flown by air 
ambulance out of the crash scene to hospitals and three more to hospitals 
by ground ambulance, the rest denied help to a hospital.

Schools in Ukiah and in Lake County closed until the official all clear is 
announced for the red flag weather conditions. PG&E put the fourth power 
shutoff into place early yesterday for almost 600,000 more customers who 
weren’t already in the dark due to Saturday’s shutoff. Lake Co News reports 
as many as 400,000 PG&E customers in Lake County were still without 
power from Saturday’s shutoff when the fourth power down kicked in. The 
County Administrative Office has reported low gas supplies because of how 
long the power has been off.  The Sheriff in Lake County reports there 
should be an all-clear for this wind event between 6 and 8 a.m. this morning.

The Burris Fire has pretty much quieted down. The fire that started Sunday 
near Potter Valley has burned 350 acres and is 75 percent contained. Cal 
Fire reports there are still 40 structures threatened and evacuation warnings 
are still in place along Highway 20 south to Highway 175, east of the 
Russian River and west of the Lake County line, and the Potter Valley area. 
There’s still a red flag warning in place until 4 p.m. today.

Rebates may be coming to customers impacted by PG&E’s public safety 
power shutoff. The governor’s office reports after continued pressure on the 
utility company, asking for rebates of $100 for residential customers and 
$250 for business customers, the utility agreed, but nothing much more 
concrete than that. The Governor’s office reports Newsom has repeatedly 
called on PG&E for automatic rebates to customers after the utility 
company’s mismanagement and “overly broad power shutoffs”. The 
governor’s office getting word from PG&E yesterday they were moving 
forward with a rebate plan. Investigators are still trying to determine whether 
the company’s equipment has caused any wildfires this year including the 
Kincade Fire.
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The Kincade fire now the largest wildfire to ever burn in Sonoma County. 
The fire blackened land that’s three times the size of the city of Santa Rosa. 
Winds couldn’t keep firefighters down, they gained ground on the massive 
inferno which has burned almost 77,000 acres. It’s now 45% contained 
though. The fire started a week ago east of Geyserville and grew 1000% in 
that week from 700 acres last Wednesday to 120 square miles. It has 
burned 266 structures, half of those homes. Four first responders have also 
been hurt, working the fire. At the height of the fire’s growth, almost 190,000 
people had been evacuated. The most in county history. Several thousand 
are still evacuated, mostly in remote areas. The sheriff says they think the 
threat is behind them. A National Weather Service meteorologist says there 
are power lines, telephone lines and trees down. Damage assessment 
teams are out documenting exact damage and locations. The fire is 
expected to be fully contained by Monday.

Cal Fire reports an arrest of a man from Santa Rosa for arson for another 
fire that burned about 3½ acres near Lake Sonoma. Andrew Craig Faulkner 
reportedly seen in the area of the fire which was quickly contained.

Health officials warn if you have food in your refrigerator without power more 
than 4 hours, it’s no longer safe to eat.

Many people evacuated had no power due to the PG&E Public Safety 
Power Shutoffs. The Press Democrat reports evacuation orders for more 
than 140,000 residents were lifted. Folks from Healdsburg and Windsor 
were evacuated last Saturday morning at the same time as the last public 
power shutoff. Parts of Santa Rosa, Larkfield, Rincon Valley and Fulton 
were also evacuated later Saturday and Sunday. And even more near 
Mount St. Helena, Knight’s Valley and eastern edges of Mark West Springs 
Creek Canyon. In Windsor, the mayor and other elected officials, city 
staffers, and firefighters were at the Central Windsor HIghway 101 off-ramp 
with signs that said Welcome Home.

Officials in Southern Calif. say it was electrical equipment that caused two 
wildfires. One of the fires killed three people and burned more than 1,600 
homes last year — and the other is still burning. The Getty Fire. That fire 
started Monday morning near the J. Paul Getty Museum and spread after 
high winds caused a branch to hit an electric line and ignite nearby grass. 
That word from the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power utility and 
the Fire Department. And Southern California Edison reported its equipment 
started the Woolsey fire last year. Firefighters found the utility’s equipment 
started the fire that burned homes in Thousand Oaks, Calabasas and 
Malibu

A letter drafted to the California Public Utilities Commission from the Lake 
County Board of Supervisors regarding the ongoing Public Safety Power 
Shutoff’s. The gist of the letter, “enough is enough”. The letter asking when 
the Commission will intervene. The letter says no county better than Lake 
understands the threat of wildfire, having been thru ten disasters in four 
years. It says natural disasters brought on in part because of Global Climate 
Change. The County still recovering from the Great Recession of 2008. The 
letter says this is another disaster, brought by the negligence and abuse of 
authority of the Pacific Gas & Electric Company and the California Public 
Utilities Commission. The letter names businesses and residents who have 
suffered during the power down which caused undue stress.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors has called an emergency meeting to 
discuss the Public Safety Power Shutoff. The Sheriff Brian Martin will be on 
hand to discuss the impacts of the Kincade Fire and the power shutoff and 
possibly declaring a state of emergency due to the power down and the 
letter to be sent to the Commission.



The Potter Valley Burris Fire is nearly surrounded. The fire doubled in size 
yesterday, but firefighters have it 90% contained. There had been a Red 
Flag Warning for most of Mendocino County yesterday. But firefighters held 
the fire back from forward movement. They’re now mopping up hot spots 
and patrolling the perimeter to make sure there are no flare-ups. All 
evacuation warnings and orders lifted yesterday and there are no more road 
closures either. No reports of injuries of structures damaged or destroyed. 
There’s no word when they will reach full containment.

Ukiah schools are opened today, but there’s no school tomorrow because of 
a pre-planned professional development day.

Power should be back on for most folks in Lake County as inspections were 
continuing during daylight hours yesterday. Most residents should have had 
their power re-energized by last night. The Lake County Special Districts 
Administrator reported power back on at the Southeast Treatment Plant 
which powers the Southeast Regional Wastewater System from Pirates 
Cove to Lower Lake and the City of Clearlake.

The only part of Lake County that may still be without power is the area near 
the Kincade Fire. There’s no word yet when that power will come back on. 
About 650 Lake County PG&E customers have no estimated time for 
restoration of power.

PG&E has reportedly told the County they plan to restore power to 75% of 
those without power from the latest power down yesterday and the other 
25% today, except for those in the footprint of the fire.

You can pick up a Christmas tree permit at Mendocino National Forest 
offices. Starting tomorrow and lasting thru Monday, Dec. 23rd, you can get a 
$10.00 permit that’ll allow you to cut one tree in a designated area of the 
Mendocino National Forest until December 24th. Only one per household is 
allowed on a first-come, first-served basis. They’re only good for this year. If 
you’d prefer getting it thru mail, you have until Dec. 14th. You can pick up 
the mail order form online at the forest service website.

Options for folks in the unincorporated areas of Lake County with extra food 
waste because of the ongoing power outages. If you’re a customer of South 
Lake Refuse or Lake County Waste Solutions, you’re encouraged to put 
spoiled food in your waste bin and clean, empty and dry containers into your 
recycle bin. If it’s more than the space you have available, you can call 
either company for further help. You can also take food waste to the 
Eastlake Sanitary Landfill in Clearlake or to C&S Waste Solution’s Lake 
County Transfer Station and Recycling Center in Lakeport.

The all clear came for power to be back on in parts of Mendocino County 
including Gualala, Ukiah, Redwood Valley, Potter Valley, Willits and 
Laytonville. They reported power on yesterday afternoon with restoration 
continuing today for others still left in the dark. A declaration of local 
emergency was declared in Mendocino County by the Executive Office and 
the Office of Emergency Services. That’s so more resources can pour into 
the County.For more information, please contact the Executive Office at 707-234-6030. 
For updated County information on the public safety power shut off, please 
visit www.mendocinocounty.org/psps or follow the County on Facebook 
at https://www.facebook.com/mendocinocounty and 
twitter https://twitter.com/countymendocino. Residents can submit 
complaints related to the PG&E PSPS event to the County at (707) 234-
6300.
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Some folks noticing on the PG&E website, deals for portable power stations. 
The utility company being called out for having public power shutoff’s forcing 
many people to have to buy a generator so they wouldn’t be in the dark and 
losing the food in their refrigerators. Some folks tweeting about it that PG&E 
is making money off the plight of others from a problem they created. A 
spokesperson for PG&E says they don’t make money off the PG&E 
Marketplace which is intended to help customers research and find energy 
efficient products. Instead if a customer buys one it goes straight to the 
dealer, and the customer can request a rebate if available.

It’s been a day of getting back to normal for people whose lives have been 
turned upside down by this week’s public safety power shutoff and the 
Kincaid and Burris fires. Most power was back today, except in some parts 
of Lake County near the front line of the Kincaid Fire. Mendocino County 
reports 100 percent power restored, but if you are still experiencing issues, 
you can call the county at 707-463-4441.

Crews are still hard at work on both fires. Cal Fire reports the Kincaid fire is 
now 60 percent contained and has burned 77,000 acres. Full containment is 
about a week away. Five evacuation warnings in Sonoma and Napa 
counties were lifted today, but there are still several in effect and thousands 
of people still can’t go home.

The Burris fire is 92 percent contained according to CalFire. About 300 
firefighters are working there watching for hotspots and reinforcing existing 
fire lines.

Local governments will now have to find ways to pay for their response to 
the fires. Supervisors in Sonoma County have already set aside 2.5 million 
dollars from the county budget, but state aid could help the county get some 
of that money back.

Now that the power is on again, food safety is a concern, and so is the proper was to get rid of what was spoiled. Lakeport Disposal is asking its customers to NOT separate packaging from any perishable food that was spoiled during the recent PSPS. Very little perishable food packaging is suitable for recyclingand so those customers should dispose of all spoiled food in their black solid waste containers. For information about what to throw away and what is OK to keep, there are some tips on the website foodsafety.gov.

One problem during the shutoff was cell service—or lack of it. Dozens of 
towers were offline, cutting off a vital communications link. State Senator 
Mike McGuire says because we now depend so much on our mobile 
devices, there should be a law requiring communications providers have 
backup power, so he’s sponsoring a bill Sacramento that would mandate 
the a secondary power source for telecommunication towers. MCGuire says 
in this day and age, having a cell signal can literally be a matter of life or 
death in an emergency. Senate bill 431 will be up for consideration when 
state lawmakers reconvene in January.

More progress on the massive Kincade fire as weather conditions are more 
favorable for firefighters. The fire grew to almost of 78,000 acres, but 
containment also jumped to 65 percent. A new full containment date also, 
Nov. 7th, not the 4th. There have been 349 houses destroyed and 55 
damaged. There are still several hundred threatened. There are still some 
evacuation warnings and orders in Sonoma County, but all evacuation 
warnings for Cobb Mountain and Middletown are over. Firefighters trying to 
contain a portion of the fire that’s situated along narrow roads and steep 
terrain.

http://foodsafety.gov/


PG&E says there will still be public safety power shutoffs in the future. The 
word at a press conference Wednesday night with the energy giant. The 
CEO of the company spoke saying every day of the fire season, brings 
proof, we’re living in extraordinary times in California. He also says it will 
continue to be like this in the future. The chief meteorologist for the utility 
company says there were historic winds in October and that the Oct. 
26th and 27th wind event was stronger than the Oct. 8th and 9th wind that 
came in 2017 where historic fires broke out across Northern Calif. killing 
more than 40 people.

Ukiah Police along with the Ukiah Police Officers Association are taking part 
in No-Shave November to help raise awareness for cancer. The campaign 
raises money for cancer research and treatment and is meant to educate 
folks on prevention. It’s also recognition of those who lose their hair in 
treatment. Any cop who wants to participate is donating $25 to the Cancer 
Resource Center of Mendocino County. And members of the Police Officers 
Association are matching the fee for $50 for each participating member.

A special meeting with public officials from Clearlake, Lakeport and the 
County of Lake to discuss the Pacific Gas & Electric Public Safety Power 
Shutoffs. Frustration abounds at the meeting with government leaders and 
residents regarding the intentional power shutoffs. Some spoke out about 
the medical, financial and emotional tolls the power outages had on them 
personally and on their bottom line. More than 39,000 PG&E customers had 
no power for more than a week this month. A PG&E spokesperson was at 
the meeting at the courthouse. The Lake County Administrative Officer said 
the power being off extended periods will cost county government more 
than $1 million.

Thousands of PG&E customers in Sonoma County have no gas as part of 
the ongoing deliberate power downs in fire weather. PG&E says they won’t 
get to it until Monday while temperatures are starting to dip below freezing 
at night. The natural gas service out to more than 24,000 customers as the 
Kincade fire threatened the county all the way out to the ocean. The same 
for electric lines, the utility company turned off the gas to prevent the wildfire 
from lighting up the gas lines and exposing the area to more fires.

Even though the power was out to hundreds of thousands across the state, 
there were still several fires that broke out. It’s also predicted that electric 
lines may have started at least half of the fires, including the Kincade Fire in 
Sonoma County and fires in Southern California near the Reagan library 
and Getty museum. The Public Utilities Commission is investigating the 
public safety power shutoffs as Cal Fire says it’s too early to tell if the 
intentional power downs were even effective. It all started with San Diego 
Gas and Electric who had the first public safety power shutoffs after the 
2007 Witch Fire. PG&E being called out by the governor and residents for 
the widespread shutoffs. The Gov. said it was “inexcusable”. But fires still 
broke out. PG&E reporting a high voltage transmission line near where the 
Kincade Fire broke out may have ignited it. They also acknowledged their 
equipment may have started a couple smaller fires in Lafayette. So Cal 
Edison also admitted the Saddle Ridge Fire in October was near a high 
voltage transmission tower and there was circuit activity near the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library.
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It’s getting expensive to rebuild or even start anew in some fire prone areas. 
Since the Camp Fire in Butte County last year, insurance rates have 
ballooned. The same in El Dorado County, and now realtors say there’s 
been a 20 to 30 percent drop in sales because of insurance rates doubling 
or in some cases, tripling. Between July and November of last year in rural 
El Dorado County, 290 homes up for sale, only 60 sold. And this year 350 
were on the market and only 50 sold.

Most everyone with their power shutoff in the last two overlapping power 
downs should have their lights on. PG&E reports most Lake County 
residents were without power during the twin events. Power to nearly 3/4 ‘s 
of Lake County was back on Wednesday night, with the remainder powered 
back up by yesterday afternoon. Some residents in south Lake County 
though are still without power until tonight by 9 pm.

The Burris fire which broke out near Potter Valley in Mendocino County 
nearly contained. The fire charred just over 700 acres and is 93 percent 
contained with no structures threatened. There was one minor injury to a 
firefighter, but no burned structures from the fire which started last weekend.

Some PG&E workers out in the field apparently concerned about their 
safety after reports of shots fired at Pacific Gas and Electric Co. trucks. The 
utility company sending thousands of workers out to inspect lines and make 
repairs before power could be restored to hundreds of thousands across 
Northern and Central Calif. Workers report customers frustration with them. 
The utility company’s CEO says they’ve been the targets of misguided 
attacks, not just verbal abuse but death threats.  One worker intentionally 
run off a road, and another fired at by a pellet gun. One truck hit by a bullet 
in Colusa County and a PG&E office in Oroville had eggs tossed at a 
window. The CEO and Gov. Newsom urging folks not to get angry at 
employees.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors taking it on the road. The 
Supes regular meeting tomorrow will be in the town of Mendocino at St. 
Anthony’s Church Parish Hall. The board chair, Mendocino 
Supervisor Carre Brown says when they move meetings outside of Ukiah it 
gives residents an opportunity to be present at the meeting. And tomorrow’s 
meeting apparently has several items of interest for those living on the 
coast. They say they’d like to hear directly from residents who live on the 
coast. One topic of interest will be the recent PSPS power outages, 
including ratifying the declaration of a Local Emergency, the cost to the 
county of the power shutoffs and how the county plans to respond. Plus 
they’ll also consider an Urgency Ordinance for no price gouging after 
reports some businesses raised their prices during the outages.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors also taking up the power shutoffs at 
their Tuesday meeting. The board to discuss policy changes in light of the 
public safety power shutoffs and county employees during times of disaster, 
power shutoffs and other related events. And to appoint a pair of 
supervisors to serve on a committee along with two city council members 
from Clearlake and Lakeport to come up with solutions for the intentional 
power shutoffs. The board also presenting a proclamation to the South Lake 
County Fire Protection District for 50 years of ambulance service.



Because of the public safety power shutoffs any defendants due in 
Mendocino County court who are not in custody should be in touch with 
their lawyers. The Mendocino County DA’s office posted on Facebook for 
those with a scheduled arraignment on one of three days the court was 
closed without an attorney will get an appear notice by mail. The office says 
for those who are still unsure when they need to appear and don’t want a 
warrant issued for this arrest, they should immediately report back to the 
courthouse where they were originally supposed to appear, Ukiah or Fort 
Bragg and go to a judicial clerk at the criminal division window of the Clerk’s 
Office.

A fire burning in Mendocino County for several days, the Burris Fire is 
completely contained. The fire started at the Cold Creek Compost facility 
about a week ago was smoldering, then flared up and blew up in windy 
conditions. It eventually burned more than 700 acres, but there were no 
structures damaged or destroyed. It did lead to a temporary closure of State 
Route 20 from Mendocino County to Lake County and some folks had to be 
evacuated along the highway. It started around the time of one of the PG&E 
public safety power shutoffs. At the peak of fire activity, there were as many 
as 1,000 firefighters on the fire, including teams from Oregon.

A fatal crash reported near Laytonville. Kym Kemp reporting the crash off 
Hwy 101 near Laytonville early yesterday morning. The news site reports a 
woman and two children ran out of gas in northern Mendocino. She told the 
CHP she was looking for her husband who supposedly crashed his car in 
Laytonville somewhere and may have ended up in the water. His car was 
found about 5 hours later off the 101 over an embankment. He landed on 
river rocks. The CHP reports finding the passenger door open and nobody 
inside. Several hours later a body was found off the road.

An earthquake reportedly rattled some folks out of bed this weekend. The 
Saturday morning temblor recorded by the US Geological Survey in 
northern Sonoma County as a 3.7-magnitude. It shook about 7:05 a.m. 
northwest of The Geysers. To be exact, it was 3.8 miles west northwest of 
Cobb and 13.5 miles southwest of Clearlake. The quake right where the 
Kincade Fire burned. There were 48 shake reports from across the state 
including from Kelseyville, many from the Bay Area, and from as far away as 
Monterey and King City.

Thousands from the town of Windsor out on the streets cheering and 
thanking firefighters who saved their town from the Kincade Fire. The Press 
Democrat reports thousands were at the Town Green yesterday morning. 
Some firefighters were there, many live in town. The town’s yearly Pumpkin 
Jamboree was rescheduled from the weekend before because of the fire, 
turned into a rollicking tribute to first responders. There will also be a make-
up Halloween party in town this coming Saturday.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors is continuing discussions on 
developing guiding area plans. The plan updates coming from the Planning 
Dept. to the board. The community development director has sent a memo 
to supervisors asking for possible area plan meetings with community 
members present and county staff. The memo also states it could cost as 
much as $100,000 for area plan updates including Environmental Impact 
Reports. The supervisors will also take another look at a proposed 
amendment to the county’s cannabis tax ordinance.



Lake County health officials are reportedly considering shelter like set ups 
for the medically fragile during future power shutoffs. Community Resource 
Centers were opened by Pacific Gas and Electric for basic services such as 
getting bottled water, powering up your electronic devices and staying cool 
in hot weather. But they were not set up as overnight shelters. Last week at 
a joint meeting of officials from the County of Lake, Lakeport and Clearlake, 
they heard about people ending up in the hospital so they could charge their 
medical equipment. The Public Health Officer for the County said he’s 
working with the social services director for “medical respite shelters” for 
non-emergency care during shutoffs. They’re still developing the concept, 
but they would be open 24/7 complete with heat, cots, electric power, water 
and snacks.

The president of Howard Hospital reports on the public safety power 
shutoffs bringing in record numbers to their Emergency Dept. At the same 
time they’ve heard from the California Department of Justice whose denied 
the proposed joint operating company of Adventist Health and St. Joseph 
Health. The proposed partnership for increased access to care, finding 
better ways to recruit physicians and providers for rural California. The 
president of the hospitals for the Northern California Region sending out a 
letter on the matter. But Howard Hospital is still working to bring in more 
Primary Care physicians for their Family Medicine Residency Program and 
bring more specialty services to Mendocino County.

The President is threatening to cut federal funds to California to help with 
wildfires blaming the governor for a quote “terrible job of forest 
management”. Neither of the two Southern Calif. fires he was tweeting 
about were on forest land. The president tweeted similar threats last year as 
fires decimated the town of Paradise and tore thru Malibu.

Police have charged a woman from Willits with suspicion of attempted 
murder, after a 17 year old who was 5 months pregnant, was stabbed at a 
Ukiah apartment. The Ukiah Daily Journal says Ukiah police were called to 
an apartment on Village circle on Friday evening, where they found the 
victim with stab wounds to her neck. The suspect is identified as 18 year old 
Shira Jessie Adams. The stabbing, police say, came during a domestic 
dispute. Adams was taken to the Mendocino County jail on $250,000 bond. 
There is no word on the victims condition but police say she was airlifted 
from Adventist Health Ukiah Valley to an out of county hospital. Police say 
the investigation is ongoing and that they’d like to hear from anyone with 
more information.

CHP saying more today about a fatal crash on Lakeville Highway on Friday 
afternoon. Officers say the man who died was behind the wheel of an open 
Jeep that rolled down an embankment, after nearly colliding head on 
CalFire SUV. He was pronounced dead at the scene. His name hasn’t been 
released. The SUV driver, identified as CalFire Assistant Region Chief 
George Morris of Sacramento, suffered minor to moderate injuries. The road 
near Old Lakeville Highway Road #1 was closed for about six hours after 
the crash.

Traffic slowing for a while this morning after a crash on Highway 101 south 
of Willits, said to have involved several vehicles. No serious injuries have 
been reported but the road was closed in both directions for around an hour. 
The CalTrans website reports all lanes are now clear there.

The end may be sight for crews battling the Kincaid Fire. CalFire says the 
blaze is now 80 percent contained, with full containment possible as soon 
as Thursday. There are now just a few evacuation warnings left and officials 
say they’re finalizing the re population plans after a damage survey was 
done. Since it started on October 23rd, the Kincaid fire has scorched more 
than 77,000 acres
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Meeting locations and times are as follows:

East Laurel Street

Avenue.

For more information about these MHSA 3-Year Planning meetings, please

(707) 472-2324.

The Mendocino County Elections Department says there is NO election on 
Tuesday, November 5th. There is apparently some confusion because the 
county has switched its special district election dates from ODD years to 
EVEN years. That means the next time Mendocino County Voters got to the 
polls is March 3rd 2020, for the California Presidential primary and other 
state and local elections. Candidates for any of those state or local races 
have until November 6th to submit their petitions in lieu of filing fees, while 
the filing period itself runs from November 11th to December 6th, with an 
extension until December 11th if the current office holder isn’t seeking re 
election. Another key date to keep in mind. You’ll have until February 17th 
next year to register to vote in the March election. The election/county 
clerk’s office is available to answer any questions.

A Veterans Day Event at Mendocino College for those also searching for 
work. It’s the Grand Opening of the new Career Hub at the college. So for 
this year’s Veterans Day Event there will also be a Grand Re-Opening of the 
Veterans Resource Center. It’s next Wednesday at 11:30am for those 
interested, the focus is on overall wellness: physical, emotional, financial, 
and social. There’s free lunch by the Mendocino College Culinary Arts 
Department, a resource fair, and a prizes for participants.

The Ukiah campus of Mendocino College is located at 1000 Hensley Creek Road, Ukiah, CA 95482.  For information about this event, contact Lauren Simmonds, Career Center Specialist: lsimmonds@mendocino.edu or 707-468-3044.

Meetings planned by Mendocino County Behavioral Health and Recovery 
Services. The meetings tomorrow for planning the new Mental Health 
Services Act Three Year Program and Expenditure Plan from July 2020 
through June 2023. The meetings in Ukiah and Fort Bragg with the same 
exact information with Spanish translation available. They’re looking for 
community input for programs under the new Mental Health Services Act. 
More meetings to come next month.

Fort Bragg: 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM, at the Library Community Room located 
at 499

Ukiah: 3:30 PM to 5:00 PM, at the Veterans Memorial Hall located at 293 
Seminary

contact Colleen Gorman, by e-mailing gormanc@mendocinocounty.org, or calling

A fire at a home in Lucerne after an explosion, which police say was caused 
by an illegal butane honey oil lab. A shed exploded and caused severe 
injuries to one man. When firefighters got there Saturday, they found 
Nicholas Hofer with severe injuries to his face and upper chest. He was 
taken to Sutter Lakeside first, then flown to an out of county hospital for 
further treatment. Deputies say Hofer was manufacturing a controlled 
substance inside the shed.  Charges are pending against Hofer.

mailto:lsimmonds@mendocino.edu
mailto:gormanc@mendocinocounty.org


The Kincade Fire is still burning, but there hasn’t been much forward 
movement in days. The fire, the largest to ever burn in Sonoma County has 
consumed nearly 78,000 acres. It’s 82% contained. It’s due to be completely 
under control by Thursday after starting nearly 2 weeks ago outside the 
Geysers geothermal plant. 374 buildings have been destroyed, including 
174 homes and 11 businesses. 186,000 people were evacuated at one time 
and four firefighters were injured.

Due to the Kincade Fire and the Public Safety Power Shutoffs, nearly 3,700 
PG&E customers in Sonoma County are without natural gas. Nearly 25,000 
had their gas turned off by PG&E as a precaution due to the fire. A resident 
has to be home so crews can come back in and flip their pilot lights back on. 
There is a warming center set up for residents until all gas is restored.

After the Kincade Fire meant a closure for Sutter Santa Rosa Regional 
Hospital, they’ve reopened. The hospital in north Santa Rosa was open 
again yesterday after the evacuation orders after the fire. Sutter and Kaiser 
Permanente were both closed. They had to relocate patients after the 
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office announced the evacuation order, the 
largest ever in the county. Sutter evacuated 97 patients Oct. 26th, then in 
order to open back up they had many hoops to jump thru to meet state 
licensing and public health standards before reopening. Santa Rosa 
Memorial Hospital was the only hospital opened during the fire.

More than $1.5 billion in illegal marijuana plants rounded up in California 
this year, that’s almost the same as California’s legal market. More than 
950,000 pot plants taken off almost 350 growing sites as part of the 
Campaign Against Marijuana Planting program, AKA, CAMP. Officials have 
been taking part in CAMP since 1983. They’ve not come up with an official 
street value of the weed, but one expert says it’s probably worth about $3 
billion. The California Attorney General also says almost 150 people were 
arrested across the state this year and 168 weapons were found during the 
execution of more than 120 search warrants.

A two month reprieve for those who have still not filled out claims against 
Pacific Gas & Electric for damages from wildfires in California. Victims 
lawyers had asked for an extension of the Oct. 21st deadline saying many 
wildfire survivors were still struggling day to day and may not have even 
known there was an option to get payments from the utility company. The 
lawyer for PG&E in their bankruptcy proceedings has told the judge they 
would extend the deadline instead to December 31st. They are also setting 
up a claims center near Paradise, the town mostly gone after the Camp Fire 
which killed 85 people last December.

A wildfire burning off Hwy 20 in a remote area near Clearlake Oaks. The 
Eagle Fire reported late last night moving toward Walker Ridge Road. 
Dispatchers sending firefighters to the scene who responded they could see 
flames on a hill that appeared to be in the Walker Ridge area toward Bartlett 
Spring. The fire reported at about 50-60 acres with light windy conditions.

Two men who died in separate Highway 20 crashes have been identified. 
The Lake County Sheriff’s Office announced one of the accidents east of 
Clearlake Oaks Sunday, October 27th, the other, Tuesday, Oct. 29th in 
Nice. Lake Co News reports the Sunday accident was a solo crash, killing 
25 year old AJ Hee of Selma, a passenger in a car driven by 20-year-old 
Brandon Sadler of Bakersfield. Hee was not wearing a seatbelt, the driver 
had minor injfuies. The Tuesday crash killed 66 year old Bruno Montero. 
CHP reports he crossed the double left-turn lane into the opposite lane into 
the path of a semi truck. He died at the scene, the semi driver had minor 
injuries.



Changes could be coming to Lakeport’s health and safety code for more 
controlled outdoor burning that’s fire safe. The City Council taking on the 
matter at today’s meeting after work by the city along with the Lakeport Fire 
Protection District, and Lake County Air Quality Management District. After 
the work by the group, there are possible revisions to the city’s Municipal 
Code to establish how to get a permit for outdoor burning on properties that 
are larger than one acre.

California’s Recreational Dungeness Crab Season has begun, Those along 
the Mendocino coast who fish commercially have a chance after a banner 
year last year. The 2018 Mendocino County Crop Report found commercial 
fish catches at nearly 4,760,000 pounds. Of that, the Dungeness Crab 
Commercial Fish catch last year at about 1,600,000 total pounds worth 
more than $5,000,000. But the Fish and Wildlife Dept. is announcing there’s 
still a health advisory so you shouldn’t eat the guts of the crab from Shelter 
Cove in Humboldt County south to Point Arena in Mendocino County and 
from Point Reyes in Marin County south to Pillar Point in San Mateo County.

Crews continue working at the Eagle Fire in lake County. CalFire says the 
fire, about 12 miles northeast of Clearlake in a remote location near Walker 
Ridge Road and Bartlett Springs Road, has burned around 75 acres and is 
about 40 percent contained. The National Weather Service says the Eagle 
Fire and the growing Ranch Fire to the northeast in Tehama County are 
contributing to hazy skies and what forecasters call “moderate” air quality 
across much of the region.

The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority responding to a couple fires, including one 
this morning along the Russian River, near what authorities think are 
homeless encampments. This morning’s fire, called in around 7AM under a 
bridge along Lake Mendocino Drive apparently started by someone trying to 
stay warm with a cook stove and spread to some nearby junk The Ukiah 
Daily news reporting that there was also a similar fire on Monday Afternoon 
along the Rail Trail near East Gobbi Street. Fire Division Chief Jeff Adair is 
glad that people nearby have been alert, spotting the fires and calling them 
in, especially since today’s fire was fairly close to some neighboring homes. 
The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office has been called in to look at the 
cases

Police are investigating an armed holdup at a Fort Bragg movie theater. 
Officers—called to the Coast Cinemas on South Franklin Street just after 7 
on Monday evening, after a report that a man with a gun demanded money 
from an employee, grabbed the cash from the register and ran. Nobody was 
hurt. That suspect is described as a white man in his 40s, about 6 feet tall 
with what was described as a deep voice, who was wearing a black and 
orange beanie with a California Flag, a large puffy jacket and blue jeans 
with a hammer loop. Detectives are looking at surveillance video and 
following up on leads and would like to hear from anyone who has any 
information about the case. Any tips provided can be kept anonymous.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors ratifying a proclamation of a 
local emergency issued last month because of the Public Safety Power 
Shutoffs. That proclamation clears the way for the county to look for money 
to reimburse any additional costs incurred because of the shutoffs and to 
consider any emergency related ordinances that might be needed. Today’s 
board meeting was on the road, as members convened in Mendocino. 
Supervisors say meeting there gave them a chance to hear the specific 
concerns of people along the coast, without those residents having to travel 
to Ukiah.
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Polls in the Northshore Fire protection district in Lake County are open until 
8:00, as voters decide on a special property tax to fund fire and EMS 
services, hire firefighters and buy some new equipment. To find out where 
to vote, and more about the Measure N proposal, you can check the Lake 
County Website. The Registrars Office is also open, to take mail in ballots 
and answer any questions.

Lakeport Police say last month’s national drug take back day was a 
success. The department says about 40 people safety disposed of 48.3 
pounds of prescription medications, including opioids like Oxycodone, 
Dilaudid and Fentanyl, keeping them off the streets and out of the 
environment. Police say even though the drug take back day happens only 
twice a year, they always accept unwanted prescription meds at the station 
during normal business hours.

Two people are being held without bail in Lake County after police say they 
found stolen items in their car, plus drugs and other stolen items at their 
home. Sheriff’s Deputies say they were called to the area of Kokanee Way 
and Soda Bay Road in Kelseyville last Thursday for reports of a suspicious 
person in the area. That’s where they found an unoccupied black BMW 
blocking a driveway and inside, items taken from the Grace Evangelical 
Free Church in Kelseyville. Also inside—papers leading them to 33 year old 
Nichirein Langston and 28 year old Elona Vizzi, of Kelseyville. Cops later 
arrested the two at their home, where the officers say they found two 
ounces of meth, 134 pounds of marijuana, dozens of prescription pills, along 
with two chain saws, a leaf blower, tools, and a generator taken from the 
church and other places around the area. Langston and Vizzi are both now 
facing multiple charges. Officers say Langston admitted to taking the items 
and police are hoping to find the rightful owners. You can see them on the 
County Sheriff’s web page and claim them if you can prove they’re yours.

An addition to Mendocino College Health Center’s board of directors. Katie 
Fairbairn, the executive director of the Mendocino College Foundation and 
part of 100+ Women Strong Inland Mendocino County. The board says they 
invited Fairbairn because she’s dedicated to community-building, and 
because of her interest and experience involving health insurance benefits. 
She says she was impressed by the board’s smart and thoughtful leaders 
and its dedication to providing “the most needed healthcare to the neediest 
populations.”

A woman in Butte County’s been arrested after scamming a Camp Fire 
survivor out of thousands. The Sheriff’s office reports arresting 29 year old 
Brenda Asbury for elder abuse, embezzlement and grand theft after 
scamming a 75 year old who lost their home in the fire last year out of more 
than $63,000 from an insurance settlement. The woman turned herself in to 
cops Monday after driving back from Tulsa, Oklahoma. She’s in jail on 
$63,100 bail and is supposed to be arraigned tomorrow.

Two fires near homeless encampments keep Ukiah Fire Authority staffers 
on their toes. Thick, black smoke reported from a fire under the bridge 
above the Russian River along Lake Mendocino Dr. yesterday morning. 
Furniture ignited, creating the thick smoke by someone, officials say was 
either cooking or trying to warm up. Another fire on the Rail Trail near East 
Gobbi Street Monday afternoon. The Fire Authority says it was the same 
sort of situation, someone started a cooking or warming fire.



Final plans for the Streetscape Project to be presented to the Ukiah City 
Council. The project also known as the Road Diet because four lanes will be 
reconstructed down to three with a turn lane. The design team for the 
project says it’s not the most attractive thing to call it, but it’s the right 
solution for the downtown area, and a way to reduce how many crashes 
happen and how serious they are.  The staff report for this evening’s 
meeting says the plans and specifications are after ten years of extensive 
feedback from the City Council and stakeholders. If there’s an approval, the 
bidding process could begin in less than a month.

A group of Sonoma County mayors and county leaders say they want 
Pacific Gas & Electric to be turned into a customer-owned power company. 
A letter sent by the group to the California Public Utilities Commission with a 
proposal from the mayor of San Jose to create a cooperative. The mayors 
of Petaluma, Windsor, Sonoma and Cotati signing on. It comes after four 
back to back public safety power shutoffs, the utility being found responsible 
for multiple deadly fires and the San Bruno gas explosion. PG&E filed for 
bankruptcy protection in January with $30 billion in liabilities from the 
wildfires.

The DMV is being blamed for revealing private information to other 
government entities for thousands under some sort of criminal investigation. 
State officials say the information on more than 3,000 people was given to 
seven government agencies, including Social Security numbers to see if 
they were real or bogus or if that person was ineligible for a Social Security 
number. Those people were under investigation by various district attorney’s 
in two counties, San Diego and Santa Clara. The people affected got letters 
from the DMV to assure them, they were not being investigated.

The CEO of PG&E has been called to the Governor’s office. Gov. Newsom 
giving PG&E until next June to solve its chapter 11 bankruptcy. The closed 
door meeting yesterday where the governor reportedly told CEO Bill 
Johnson how the recent blackouts affected the medically infirm, and how 
small businesses and schools were also impacted with closures. Newsom 
also reportedly threatened a possible takeover of the company. Johnson 
says he understood the hardship they caused and apologized, but said his 
goal was to make sure nobody died, and they achieved that.

Crews still working the the line in a remote part of Lake County as the Eagle 
Fire continues to burn. Cal Fire reporting the 75 acre fire northeast of 
Clearlake is 65 percent contained, with continued progress toward full 
containment.

A fast response this morning keeping a grass fire in Mendocino County from 
spreading. That fire called in just off highway 101 at Burke Hill South of 
Ukiah. Crews were able to contain the flames when they got there and 
spent the early part of the afternoon mopping up.

As work to contain the 77,000 acre Kincade fire continues, CalFire is saying 
thanks to people in the affected area. Fire Division Chief Jonathan Cox 
putting out a video message today saying if it weren’t for people in the fire 
zone heeding evacuation orders, and for property owners maintaining a 
clear space around their buildings, fighting the fire would have been even 
harder. He also says it’s important to remember that the wildfire season is 
far from over, so anyone outside should be very careful.

The Lake County Sheriff’s Department has identified a pedestrian hit killed 
last night in Nice. First responders found 58 year old Peter Grundig of Nice 
along the side of Highway 20 near Hudson Avenue where he was 
pronounced dead. So far no word on any potential charges against the 
driver involved as the investigation continues.
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There is a new judge on the Mendocino County Court bench. Governor 
Newsom has appointed Victoria Shanahan of Windsor to replace Judge 
David Reimenschneider, who announced his retirement last month. 
Shanahan has been a private practice criminal defense lawyer in Santa 
Rosa since 2015. Her background also includes working as chief Deputy 
District Attorney in Mendocino County from 2002 to 2007 and an 
unsuccessful run for Sonoma County DA in 2014.

Second District Congressman Jared Huffman is taking a break from 
Washington later this week and while he is back home he plans to meet with 
his constituents. His office says Huffman will have a Town Hall meeting this 
Saturday in Fort Bragg. The meeting—scheduled from 10:30 to noon at the 
Dana Gray Elementary School on Chestnut Street. Several topics likely to 
come up, including the impeachment proceeding in Washington, 
environmental issues, and the recent PG & E Public Safety Power Shutoffs. 
The shutoffs were personal for Huffman. He was one of the thousands of 
people affected when his lights went out late last month while he was at his 
home in Marin County

Record numbers in California are registered to vote, more than 20-point-3 
million, 3 million more than during the same time in 2016. The stats from the 
Secretary of State Alex Padilla who says we’re ten percent higher than the 
2016 presidential election. He predicts massive turnout for the 2020 
presidential election…

:07  “Automatic voter registration and online registration have empowered 
millions of citizens to register to vote.”

The state will also mail ballots to all voters next year. You can make sure 
your registration is up to date at VoterStatus.sos.ca.gov and first-time voters 
can go to RegisterToVote.ca.gov. You also can register on election day 
itself at any polling place or early-vote center.

California’s primary is March 3rd. Padilla says those registered with any of 
the political parties can only vote in that party’s primary.

:10  “No-party-preference voters can, however, request to vote in the 
Democratic Party, Libertarian Party or American Independent Party’s 
presidential primary.”

Democrats make up the largest bloc of registered voters in California, 
followed by “no party preference,” with Republicans coming in third.

Fort Bragg police looking for help finding a robber. The police department 
looking for residents to review surveillance video if they have it on private 
cameras around Coast Cinemas. A robber they say, probably parked their 
car in the area and might have tossed a disguise near the theater after 
leaving late Sunday or Monday. Anyone with private surveillance cameras 
within a three block radius of the theater are asked to send video of up to 
thirty minutes to the police department. You can even pickup a recordable 
DVD from the department. They say they’ll accept anonymous submissions, 
but they’re not preferred.

Agencies involved in cannabis licensing have an online workshop next week 
to outline rules for anyone applying for a state cultivating license. The e-
session with representatives of the State Water Resources Council, the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Department of Food and Agriculture 
is planned for next Tuesday, November 12th. Officials say they want to 
make sure potential operators understand all the rules and regulations 
they’ll encounter along the way as they work through the application 
process. The workshop is free but you’ll have to sign up though the Fish and 
Wildlife website if you want to log in.



3 people have been arrested on drug charges in Humboldt County, found 
with a bunch of heroin. The Humboldt County Drug Task Force and the 
Sheriff’s Office had been tracking one person after a tip, Aaron Anthony 
Nelson for dealing drugs in Humboldt County. Agents got a search warrant 
for Nelson and his car, and found him, detaining him with two others in the 
car, Kathlene Mellon and Paul McElroy. The car was searched and nearly a 
pound of heroin packaged for sales was found along with digital scales, 
packaging material, and other drug paraphernalia. Mellon and McElroy were 
cited and released on drug charges and Nelson was arrested and booked 
on possession and transportation of controlled substances for sales and 
probation violation.

The commercial Dungeness Crab Season is being postponed. The 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife delayed the Nov. 15th start date 
for the fishery south of the Mendocino/Sonoma county line because of risks 
of entanglement in fishing gear. Now the opening is a week later, Friday, 
Nov. 22nd.  And 18 hours ahead of that, all of the traps can be set and 
baited and the presoak can start a day before. The Dungeness Crab Fishing 
Gear Working Group will be working closely with the state agency to get the 
word out of any other changes and to review scientific information and help 
with efforts to minimize the risk of whale and sea turtle entanglements.

For more information on Dungeness crab, please visit www.wildlife.ca.gov/crab.

A fatal strain of opoid recently found in Lakeport. Lakeport Police say lab 
results confirmed pills found this past spring had fentanyl in them. The drug 
found after a traffic stop for an equipment violation. Lake Co News reports 
Leopoldo Bravo of Kelseyville was on probation and searched. He was 
found with more than an ounce of cocaine, 100 opioid tablets and nearly 
$2,000 in cash. The police chief says the pills were marked or appeared to 
be pharmaceutical grade oxycodone tablets. They were sent to a lab and 
found to contain fentanyl.

A man accused of murdering his traveling companion from Illinois will be 
going to trial next year. Lake Co News reports 21 year old Mavrick Fisher in 
court Tuesday for his arraignment in the death of 25-year-old Grant 
Whitaker. The two both deaf traveled to Calif. where they were looking to 
build a deaf farming community. They were camping in Humboldt County 
where Whitaker met his fate, killed by a rock to the head last August. Cops 
say they think Fisher wrapped Whitaker’s body in a sleeping bag and 
dumped it at a property on Scotts Valley Road near Lakeport. Fisher was 
arrested in Mexico, the day the body was found. The trial date set for 
January 2nd, but before that a settlement conference next month.

The Eagle fire which started in a remote area near Clearlake Oaks is fully 
contained. And so is the massive Kincade Fire. The Eagle fire started 
Monday night off Walker Ridge Road and Bartlett Springs Road and burned 
only 75 acres. The much larger Kincade fire which took down several homes 
and burned the most area ever in Sonoma County has also been contained. 
The fire burning for two weeks triggered massive evacuations after breaking 
out October 23rd in the Geysers geothermal steamfield. At one point more 
than 90,000 homes were threatened.  The fire burned nearly 77,760 acres. 
Its cause is under investigation, but PG&E reported a failed transmission 
line in The Geysers near the origin of the fire.

Lake County is taking on a massive project, revising all eight area plans. At 
the BOS meeting, staffers were instructed to get to work on the revisions, 
but first an outside consultant is being hired to be sure environmental 
regulations are met. The Lower Lake area plan will reportedly be first, as it’s 
the oldest of any plan in the county. The rest will come after that.

http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/crab


Two members of the Lakeport City Council have been appointed with an 
alternate for the ad-hoc committee regarding public safety power shutoffs. 
The committee will draft communications and support the community. The 
two active members will be Mireya Turner and Stacey Mattina and their 
alternate is George Spurr. There will also be officials with the County on the 
committee. The Lakeport City Manager says they went with the committee 
after a joint meeting with Clearlake and the County last week.

An emergency ordinance has been passed by the Mendocino County Board 
of Supervisors against price gouging after local emergencies. The county 
got complaints from people who experienced massive price increases for 
lodging, gas, and water during last month’s PG&E Public Safety Power 
Shutoffs. The ordinance says any business charging more than 10% more 
than previous pricing before the emergency declaration could face criminal 
prosecution and face a year in jail or a fine of up to $20,000, or both. The 
new ordinance goes into effect January 5th of 2020.

The name of the man killed in a crash with a Pacific Gas and Electric Co. 
truck in Southern Humboldt has been released. 26 year old Colby Kyle of 
Mississippi was a subcontractor for the energy company in Northern Calif. 
He was killed in a crash a day before a PG&E power shutoff while driving a 
Freightliner truck Oct. 25th. The truck veered off the side of the road and 
rolled. There were no other vehicles involved. No word why the truck went 
off the road yet or how fast he was going.

Gold Certification has been awarded to Adventist Health Howard Memorial 
Hospital for Excellence in in Person-Centered Care. The award by Planetree 
International recognizing the hospital’s achievement and innovation for in 
person-centered care. It’s one of 96 healthcare organizations across the 
globe to get the designation. It’s the highest level of achievement for in 
person-centered care and the only award recognizing the care across the 
continuum of care according to the president of Planetree International. 
They’re a nonprofit positioning itself as at the forefront of the movement to 
transform healthcare from the perspective of patients.

Unofficial returns show voters in the Northshore Fire Protection district have 
apparently rejected a proposal for a special real property tax to pay for fire 
and EMS services, new equipment, and hiring. Figures posted on the 
County Registrar of Voters website show Measure N fell short of the 66.7 
percent super majority vote needed with 63 percent of the voters saying 
“Yes” and 37 percent saying “No”. Any ballot stamped by Tuesday has to be 
in the registrar’s office by tomorrow to be counted so the numbers could still 
change. Those website figures so far show about 28 percent of registered 
voters took part in Tuesday’s election, and that most of them used absentee 
or mail in ballots instead of going to one of the four poling place that were 
set up. The county has 30 days to certify the results.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office says the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife is investigating the death of a pig found stabbed to death 
early last month in Riverside Park in Ukiah. The Ukiah Daily Journal reports 
that the animal was apparently one of the dozens of animals kept in an 
enclosure just north of the park for the past few months and that officials 
think this was an isolated case. There are no suspects. The pig found under 
a shopping cart, leading the sheriffs office to speculate that whoever killed it, 
was trying to move the dead animal. The County Animal Control office is 
also looking into reports that the pigs kept near the park were mistreated 
while they were penned in.
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Stocks of PG & E way down today after the utility reported its liability for 
wildfires in the third quarter added up to almost 2 point 5 billion dollars, 
leading to a 1 point 6 billion dollar loss for the company for the three month 
period. PG & E took that big financial hit for claims related to the 2017 
Northern California Wildfires and the 2018 Camp Fire settled since its last 
financial statement three months ago. Without those claims, the company 
would have actually made a profit of 590 million dollars. Its been a tough 
year for PG & E. Its shares have cratered from 48 dollars last November to 
around 6 dollars now.

A warning from the Lakeport Police Department about some potentially 
deadly pills that might be on the streets. Some pills marked as Oxycodone 
seized in a drug raid earlier this year have been tested and found to be 
made of FENTANYL instead. Police are worried because it appears those 
drugs were destined for illegal sales in the local community. While 
investigators aren’t sure how much fentanyl is in each pill, they say even a 
small amount can be fatal and because the pills look legit, users might not 
even know just what they are taking. The DEA says it has seen a recent 
increase in similar counterfeit pills laced with Fentanyl, apparently 
manufactured in Mexico and smuggled across the border to be sold in the 
US.

A man accused of murder and drug and weapons charges in Fort Bragg has 
been found guilty. Wing Wo Ma, a/k/a Mark Ma, a/k/a Fat Mark convicted for 
the murder of Jim Tat Kong and Cindy Bao Feng Chen in October of 2013. 
Wo Ma arrested by the FBI after the couple was shot to death as they sat in 
their minivan. Ma had borrowed money from Kong for multiple business 
ventures including a cannabis business and a real estate scheme in 
Mendocino County. He could not repay the money though, so cops say he 
killed the couple then left their van parked in a secluded, wooded area in 
Mendocino County. He was also found guilty of bribing an Alameda County 
District Attorney investigator so he wouldn’t be prosecuted.

A man suspected of robbing the Coast Cinema in Fort Bragg has been 
arrested. The police chief reports Matthew Vicchione was arrested 
yesterday afternoon for Armed Robbery, criminal threats and burglary. 
Officers were asking for the public’s help finding the suspect. They say 
Vicchione went into he theater, showed a handgun, and demanded money 
at a cash register, then took off. Fort Bragg Police, the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office, a SWAT team, and agents from State Parole worked the 
case. Vicchione has been charged and booked into the Mendocino County 
Jail in Ukiah.

It’s been a year since the Camp Fire, the deadliest in Calif. history, burned 
the town of Paradise and devastated nearby towns. From here on out, 
November 8th is going to be known in Butte County as Camp Fire 
Remembrance Day. The Butte County Board of Supervisors passed the 
resolution Tuesday as a survivor read it out loud. It calls for a moment of 
silence at 11:08 a.m. the same as the date, the 11th month and 8th day. 
And still others want it to be 85 seconds long to remember the 85 killed in 
the fire.
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A town hall in Crescent City with some lawmakers to discuss the repair and 
realignment of the 101 by Last Chance Grade. The area’s been unstable for 
some time and community members are looking for solutions. Congressman 
Jared Huffman in town for the meetup where about 100 people from Del 
Norte showed up. Assemblyman Jim Wood and State Senator Mike 
McGuire were also on hand. But local officials and residents want the work 
to move along and not be stagnant. The project is not set to finish 
construction until 2039. The Crescent City Mayor said they need the work 
done yesterday. And the chair of the Del Norte County Board of Supervisors 
emphasized they need an open and safe highway for local residents.

Another town hall with residents to get input on several safety and access 
improvements for pedestrians, bicyclists and motorists in Lakeport. The 
potential work on 11th street and surrounding areas discussed with the City 
Council. The project won’t be finalized until next year. The community 
design project manager has reportedly been working with the Local 
Government Commission and reaching out to residents for feedback. The 
Record Bee reports the project’s final plan and other ideas will help with 
access and safety for users of the 11th Street corridor.

No state or federal aid coming to the rescue after the Kincade fire even 
though it burned almost 80,000 acres. The Press Democrat reports the 
county and landowners will have to pay for the debris cleanup after the fire 
took down 174 homes and 200 other buildings. The county had the largest 
evacuation ever, 200,000 people. The Deputy County Administrator told the 
Press Democrat the fire was not at the level to receive a federal declaration 
and the state says it’s not a big enough disaster for Cal Recycle. The county 
will start the hazardous waste cleanup program next week at no cost to fire 
survivors. But landowners will have to do whatever other debris cleanup that 
is not hazardous.

California has pulled the licenses of around 400 legal marijuana related 
businesses after those companies failed to complete some mandatory 
training. According to a publication in Colorado that covers the cannabis 
business, that move could affect around 5 percent of California’s legal 
marijuana trade.. It means those retailers distributors and microbusiness will 
have to close down until they meet the requirements. The State Bureau of 
Cannabis Control says the training involved the state’s online track and 
trace system that helps them monitor the cannabis supply chain Officials 
say they expect those businesses to quickly finish the training so they can 
log into the tracking system and resume sales. Industry groups are worried 
that the closures could cause customers to turn to the black market, at least 
temporarily. There is no word on just WHAT business have been affected.

The city of Lakeport is looking for people who want to get involved in local 
government. Applications are being taken for voluntary spots on the The 
Lakeport Planning Commission Parks and Recreation Commission, the 
Lakeport Fire Protection District Board and the Lakeport Economic 
Development Advisory Committee. You can find out more on the city 
website on the community news page. Those selected will start on January 
1st

Monday is Veterans Day and several communities are planning observances. In Lakeport, there will be a ceremony at 11:00 AM at the Konocti Vista Casino. State and federal offices, including the post office, are closed. Also on Monday, Mendocino Transit Authority services will be limited to just two routes—65 and 95—so employees can take part in annual training. There is more information on those schedules on the website mendocinotransit.org.

http://mendocinotransit.org/
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The Lake County Military Honors team and some local students will take 
down the flag for the season at at Austin Park in Clearlake next week. The 
ceremony will also include representatives of other community 
organizations. The ceremony is set for Tuesday, November 12th at 11:00 
am. The flag will be properly folded and stored away until is is raised over 
the park again in May.

We are less than 3 weeks away from Thanksgiving, and quickly after that 
we swing into the Christmas mode. One of the first big events of the season 
in Lake County is set for Clearlake on December 7. The annual Christmas at 
the Lake Parade is already taking applications to join the lineup. You can 
contact the Clear Lake Chamber of commerce to get one.

A home in Ukiah seriously damaged after a fire breaks out in its garage. The 
Ukiah Valley Fire Authority reports on Friday’s fire near the corner of 
Mendocino Drive and Pomolita Way. Someone reportedly heard an 
explosion then saw flames and when firefighters arrived, the garage was 
totally engulfed. Nobody was inside the home at the time, but a small dog 
died. The fire was spreading into the kitchen and living room, but it was 
stopped before doing any more damage. No word yet if the fire was 
suspicious or not, but at first look, they said it appeared accidental.

A fire lookout tower on top of Mt. Konocti had to be closed down after a 
safety inspection. The volunteer staffed 50-foot tall tower reopened in 2015 
after being closed for 12 years. At the reopening meeting at the tower was 
about the time the Valley Fire started. Four more seasons have passed, and 
fire officials say there have been several dozen first reports from the tower. 
But a Cal Fire safety inspection Oct. 3rd found it was unsafe to occupy so it 
was closed two days later. Apparently there were cracks found in its support 
beams and it has floor and roof damage.

A man from Nice has been sent to prison for ten years for spousal abuse 
and arson. Lake Co News reports Michael Ward was found guilty of abusing 
his wife who says he pushed her down, hurting her arm and flushed her 
deceased mother’s ashes down the toilet. And another couple times 
threatened to burn their home with a blow torch. One of the times, lit several 
items in the house on fire. A neighbor also reported the couple’s kids told 
them Ward had a blow torch and was trying to light their house on fire. 
Ward’s charged with arson of a residence, attempted arson, criminal threats, 
false imprisonment, and child endangerment.

A special meeting’s being called of the Lakeport City Council regarding the 
new seawall proposed for Library Park. The meeting tomorrow night to 
discuss the seawall seriously damaged nearly three years ago in a flood 
event. The city’s had to keep parts of the park fenced off since the February 
2017 event. FEMA is supposed to be funding the new seawall, but Lake 
County News reports there have been several complications. So now the 
city council will decide who to award the bid to. They’re considering the 
lowest bidder, West Coast Contractors out of Oregon who bid just under 
$800,000. The engineer estimate is $1 million. Construction is estimated to 
start Dec. 23rd.

After a car accident in Kelseyville Saturday, one person has died. The crash 
about dinner time on Highway 29 at Main Street. Firefighters found one car 
on its side and someone inside was partially ejected. The CHP reported a 
truck and sedan in the crash and the truck was the one that rolled. An air 
ambulance was called and canceled for a critically injured person who died. 
The other driver had minor injuries.  Lake Co News reports it’s the fourth 
traffic-involved fatality in two weeks.



After nearly a day of searching for a man who vanished after his fishing boat 
vanished off the Sonoma Coast, the Coast Guard has called off the search. 
The Coast Guard presuming the person on board the 54-foot commercial 
fishing boat, Miss Hailee, died. The boat capsized Saturday night off 
Bodega Bay with four people falling into the water. One man continued to be 
missing. Three were rescued Saturday night and the search continued for 
the fourth thru Sunday afternoon, covering nearly 400 miles over 16 hours.

A woman from Santa Rosa is recovering after a solo car crash near Graton 
where she was trapped for more than six hours. The Press Democrat 
reports the woman was driving early yesterday morning and ran a stop sign 
at the Highway 116 intersection, crossed the highway, went over a dirt berm 
driving thru pine trees, rolling and landing upside down on private property. 
The woman wasn’t found until 9 am after crashing around 230 am. Graton 
and Forestville firefighters cut the doors off the car to free her. She ended 
up in the hospital in serious condition, but was said to be alert and 
conscious.

Even though they’re pretty sure the Northshore Fire District’s Measure N tax 
didn’t pass, the Lake County Registrar of Voters Office says there are still 
some ballots to count. Lake Co News reports the Fire District’s board chair 
says some residents told them they never even got a ballot or got them too 
late. The parcel tax on the ballot for voters in the district, more than 6,300 
on the Northshore. The news site reports there were four precincts open in 
Clearlake Oaks, Lucerne, Nice and Upper Lake. It needed a supermajority 
of 66.7 percent to pass, but early tally’s showed 63.01 percent were yeses, 
just barely falling short to pass.

A missing hiker’s body has been found in Sequoia and Kings Canyon 
National Park. The man, 40 year old Alan Stringer of Huntington Beach had 
been reported missing last Monday after he didn’t get home when he was 
supposed to. The Inyo County Sheriff’s Office reports the body was found 
Thursday at the top of the Darwin Glacier. The man apparently had no 
hiking plans, but did recently purchase hiking equipment and took a 
mountaineering course.

Scrutiny against the State Christmas tree. Apparently the first one had a 
crack, and a new one has been brought to the capitol. It’s sparse, not 
Charlie Brown sparse, but not very full. One arborist said it’s a perfect tree, 
and other’s say it’s ugly. Some people interviewed by local Sacramento 
reporters say the tree isn’t what they expected. The 60 foot or so White Fir 
taken from a state forest in Shasta County.

People who get EBT CalFresh food benefits in Mendocino County can now 
get reimbursed for any food that was lost in last month’s public safety power 
shutoffs. The state has waived some of the usual requirements to report lost 
food so those who were affected can get a replacement benefit more 
quickly. To find out more, you can contact the Department of Social 
Services offices in Ukiah and Fort Bragg before November 22nd—a week 
from Friday.

Police in Willits nabbing a suspected prowler early this morning while out on 
routine patrol. Officers say they spotted a man acting strange outside a 
home on Raymond Lane around 3:30 and when they tried to talk to him he 
ran. Cops eventually caught him a short distance away. The man told police 
his name was Erik Estrada—as in the actor—but he was later identified as 
Michael Estrada, who they say had an outstanding warrant from 
Sacramento County. Estrada was booked into the county jail on the warrant 
and several other charges.



11/12/19

Plans for improving transit facilities in Lake County are now available for 
review. The Lake Area Planning council has looked at conditions of things 
like bus shelters, signs and benches and suggested ways they might be 
made better. You can read that draft report on either the Area Planning 
Council or Lake Transit website and leave comments there for the next 30 
days.A warning about a disease that kills oak trees that appears to be spreading 
in the state’s coastal counties. Scientists at Berkeley say they have have 
found a sharp increase in the number cases of Sudden Oak Death–or 
SOD–in just the last year. Those experts say they are worried that SOD is 
hitting more trees in more places than before along the coast from 
Monterrey to Humboldt Counties. Those researchers have been using data 
collected by volunteers for the last 12 years to monitor the health of those 
oaks. Now, they say more trees are at risk, and that more dead trees means 
more fuel for wildfires. The pathogen can be controlled, but only if people 
are aware of it and treat or remove other trees near those that have been 
infected.

There’s a new proposed bus route through the downtown core of Ukiah. The 
Traffic Engineering Committee is considering the new route today which 
would also mean the removal of around 15 parking spaces near the 
courthouse, the Grace Hudson Museum and the Ukiah Valley Conference 
Center. The Daily Journal reports the proposal’s been submitted by the 
Mendocino Transit Authority for today’s meeting. The paperwork says the 
new route would bring transit service to the Oak Manor neighborhood on the 
eastside and Todd Grove park on the westside.

The new main courthouse proposed in Lake County is at the top of the 
priority list for the Judicial Council to consider this week. The meeting 
Thursday afternoon in San Francisco. As we’ve reported the local 
courthouse and several others in the region have been pushed up to the top 
of the list. The courthouse construction projects have to first be considered 
by the Judicial Council’s Court Facilities Advisory Committee. An updated 
priority list of 80 projects will be looked at with Lakeport’s in the top spot. 
And the second is for a new Ukiah courthouse in Mendocino County.

Still no sign of a man who went overboard off the Sonoma Coast. Four 
fisherman from Fort Bragg in the fishing boat that overturned Saturday 
outside Bodega Bay. The four were aboard Miss Hailee when a big wave hit 
the boat, turning it over. Two men and a woman were pulled out of the water 
by a Coast Guard helicopter. The fourth fisherman has not been found and 
was presumed dead. A distress signal had been sent out, and an airplane, 
helicopter and two patrol boats. The man lost apparently did have on a life 
vest, but rescuers were unsure he had on other protective gear.

A new report shows even as the Governor pillories PG&E for not upgrading 
its infrastructure, he and his wife had accepted donations from the utility. 
The Press Democrat reports Gov. Newsom has received more than 
$700,000 from Pacific Gas & Electric, its foundation and employees for 
political campaigns, ballot initiatives, his inauguration and his wife’s 
foundation and film projects. The information obtained in a records request 
by the Washington Post show Newsom’s ties to PG&E. Newsom called out 
the utility company last week for corporate greed.



PG&E is about to endure yet another investigation… this time into the public 
safety power shutoffs. The California Public Utilities Commission’s 
reportedly trying to limit the shutoffs in the future and is expected to start a 
new investigation into Pacific Gas & Electric at their meeting this week.  The 
commission is expected to question the company to see if they were 
following commission regulations during the intentional power downs. The 
commission president calling out the utility saying the state can’t continue 
with the shutoffs like they did last month. The commission’s expected to 
demand that utility companies are better prepared in the future so shutoffs 
are less impactful on Californians.

The City of Clearlake may be able to secure thousands for affordable 
housing. The Record Bee reports the city’s up for as much as $160,000 in 
affordable housing grants from the state, so the city manager is poised to 
ask the city council for permission to apply. A senate bill passed last year, 
the Building Homes and Jobs Act comes with a permanent revenue source 
for affordable housing development. The money comes from a small fee 
tacked on to all real estate transactions. So far $123 million came in this 
year. That is divided up into $160,000 pieces for local jurisdictions to use to 
pay for affordable housing projects.

A man from Kelseyville killed in a car crash over the weekend has not been 
identified yet so his family can first be notified. The 78 year old died in a 
Saturday night crash on Highway 29 north of Main Street. The CHP reports 
April Flores of Lakeport was southbound on Highway 29 and the man was 
stopped at a stop sign when he suddenly turned left onto the highway into 
Flores’ path. Flores car hit the victim’s which went off the highway and 
rolled, partially ejecting the man. The CHP says the man did not have on a 
seat belt. Flores was uninjured and stayed at the scene until emergency 
responders arrived. The man pronounced dead at the scene.

A new CEO being sought by the Lake County Fair Board of Directors. A 
search is underway after the last CEO, Courtny Conkle left in September. 
Courtny got a job in another state so the Fair Board is on the lookout for a 
new leader. The board president says they’re looking for someone who’s 
sharp, to implement their policies and manage day-to-day operations. The 
pay is roughly $80-100,000 per year.  CEO applications should be received 
by Dec. 6, 2019.

Two people, found dead in a car that went off the road in Gualala. CHP says 
the crash on Old Stage Road apparently happened late Saturday night, but 
that the Mini Cooper with the victims inside wasn’t found until Monday 
morning. The driver has been identified as 52 year old Dianne Maxwell, 
while her passenger has been identified as 50 year old Alan Ricoli, both 
from Gualala. The investigation continues, but police say impairment was 
NOT a factor.

Ukiah police are investigating an apparent drive by shooting. The 
Mendocino Voice reports that cops were called to the intersection of 
Observatory Avenue and Helen Avenue around 9:00 on Monday night after 
as many as 9 shots were fired from a silver sedan at a passing SUV. 
Investigators say while they have at least one witness and surveillance 
video from nearby, they DON’T have any suspects or victims. The 
investigation is continuing.

A report says PG & E is ready to pay out as much as 13.5 billion dollars to 
the victims of wildfires that started with the company’s equipment. People 
close to the situation say it is part of PG & E’s multi billion dollar bankruptcy 
case. Its not a done deal though, with details of how the settlement will be 
paid out still up in the air. Word of a possible settlement offer helped PG & E 
stock rise by as much as 19 percent today.
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It’s almost time to lace up the skates and hit the ice. The city of Ukiah starts 
work on its seasonal ice rink next week in the 300 block of School Street. 
Ukiah on ice opens for the season on November 30th and will be open 
every day, including holidays, though January 5th. The city says that part of 
School Street will be closed when work starts on next Wednesday and 
remain blocked off until around January 11th, conditions permitting. There is 
information on the city of Ukiah website

A permit is being considered for a new car repair shop on Talmage Road by 
Ukiah’s Zoning Administrator. A permit’s been applied for by All In One Auto 
Repair and Towing on Talmage Road where the business is looking to store 
impounded vehicles. The hearing tomorrow for a Minor Use Permit and Site 
Development Permit. There’s one vacant parcel of land and a second parcel 
has a home, carport, garage and shed where a member of the trucking 
industry lives. The business owner owns the two parcels that have been 
used for storage. Now he wants to use the vacant land for a storage facility, 
not for auto repair, dismantling or salvaging.

Two people found dead in a car that had reportedly crashed into a tree. The 
CHP reports finding a mini-cooper off Old Stage Road in Gualala Monday 
morning. The CHP reports the crash happened Saturday, but they don’t 
know why the vehicle went off the road. They do say though, that they do 
not suspect drugs or alcohol as factors and say both of the deceased 
were wearing seatbelts. The driver has been identified as 52 year old Diane 
Maxwell and her passenger, as 50 year old Alan Ricoli, both from Gualala.

The latest Mendocino County Library Annual Report has been approved by 
the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors. The Daily Journal reports the 
library made some improvements over the last year after Measure A passed 
back in 2011. That was a sales tax for the Library that goes for 16 years. 
The Library receives about $2,000,000 a year, with half going to the budget. 
The changes include longer hours, more full time staffers, added programs 
and new stops for the Bookmobile. More money has also come in from 
Friends of the Library, a group that also volunteers and helps with planning 
and projects.A man has been arrested by Willits police after an officer on routine patrol 
saw a man standing at the end of a driveway run when he saw the officer. It 
happened Monday, the suspect caught later, after being seen in different 
clothing. He also told police his name was Erik Estrada, a famous TV actor 
from the 70’s and 80’s. Cops also found clothing he had been wearing in a 
trash can. In the pants police found his ID card, identifying him as Michael 
Estrada, who’s on formal probation and has a warrant for his arrest out of 
Sacramento County. He’s booked for the warrant and several other 
charges.

The Lakeport City Council has given the greenlight to hire a contractor to 
build the new seawall at Library Park. The seawall destroyed in a major 
flood in February 2017, and has been blocked off ever since. After more 
flooding earlier this year, there was more underground damage. During a 
special meeting last night of the council, a construction company was 
approved for the work. There were local, state and federal emergency 
declarations after the 2017 storms. After the city pursued help for the last 
three years, the city has received a thumbs up from FEMA to build the new 
seawall.



Three candidates are up for a seat on the Clearlake Planning Commission. 
The City Council will choose a member at their meeting, but first they’ll have 
a closed session to discuss a lawsuit with Pacific Gas and Electric and two 
possible lawsuits. The Planning Commission seat open after Nathalie Antus 
resigned last month. Applications had been accepted until last week. The 
three being considered are Fawn Williams, Erin McCarrick and David 
Goolsbee. The council will interview the trio and appoint someone for the 
seat for the term which ends in March 2023.

A man from Kelseyville has been hurt in a crash, police say he rode into the 
path of a car because he was on drugs. He was arrested after the crash on 
suspicion of being under the influence of drugs. Kevin Richardson was 
injured Monday afternoon in the crash at Highway 29 and Live Oak Drive in 
Kelseyville. The CHP says he was riding his bike when Richard Jensen was 
driving his Dodge Ram truck. They say Richardson crossed in front of the 
path of Jensen, who had a green light. He could not avoid hitting the bike 
rider. He was also not wearing any safety equipment, and had moderate 
injuries. The driver was not injured.

Updates coming for those who attend this week’s Middletown Area Town Hall. They’ll also nominate folks for 2 seats on the governing board. Meetings are open to community members on items that are not noted on the agenda. The meeting tomorrow will also have updates on Caltrans’ Highway 175 shoulder widening project, the Hardester’s Market and homeless people in the community park. District 1 Board Supervisor Moke Simon will give an update too. If you can’t make it, meetings are video’d.  For more information email mathtownhall@gmail.com.

A man killed in a car crash in Kelseyville has been identified. 78 year old 
John Charles Gilliam died in Saturday’s crash. The man in his 1998 Toyota 
Tacoma, turning into the path of a car driven by April Flores of Lakeport. 
Gilliam’s pickup spun off the road and rolled. The CHP says he also was not 
wearing a seatbelt and was partially ejected from the pickup. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene. The CHP also says they do not suspect 
drugs or alcohol were factors in the wreck.

PG&E sweetening the deal for wildfire victims, bolstering it’s fund to $13.5 
billion. The company filed for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy at the beginning of the 
year after coming to terms with owing billions in claims filed after the 2017 
firestorm in Northern Calif. and the Camp Fire last year. The offer, part of its 
restructuring plan, had the company’s shares surging by about 19%.  The 
offer will reportedly match what a group of creditors had agreed to pay 
victims in a different reorganization plan. PG&E’s been working on the deal 
to end its bankruptcy, the largest by a utility company in US history, by next 
summer.  The Gov. threatened the utility company with a takeover if the 
bankruptcy deal didn’t wrap up by next June.

A federal judge has temporarily stopped four logging operations in the 
Mendocino National Forest while a lawsuit against them works it way 
through the courts. Environmental groups have sued saying the logging 
work violates federal rules. The judge let two other projects continue 
pending the outcome of the case. The environmental groups are upset that 
the cutting began without an environmental review of its impact on the 7000 
acres of the national forest in the area of the 2018 Ranch Fire. There will be 
another hearing on the case later this month. No comment on the case from 
the Forest Service.

mailto:mathtownhall@gmail.com
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The Santa Rosa City Council is close to banning natural gas hookups in 
new homes to fight climate change. The council has taken the first vote to 
approve a proposal to make all new homes electric only starting early next 
year. Supporters of the ordinance say natural gas use adds to global 
warming though its large carbon footprint while opponents in the 
construction industry contend it is just a feel-good idea that won’t 
accomplish anything.. They’re also afraid limiting energy options could make 
Santa Rosa a less desirable place to build a new home. Several other 
California communities have already enacted similar restrictions on natural 
gas installation in new construction.

The California Public Utilities Commission has voted to start a formal 
investigation into last month’s public safety power shutoffs. The commission 
wants to know if the shutoffs were handled properly and what utilities can do 
to make them less necessary and less painful if they’re needed again. 
Several people at today’s PUC meeting blasted PG & E about the shutoffs, 
with some suggesting the state break up the utility and replace it with locally 
run co-ops. Today’s commision vote for an investigation.was 5 to 0.

More than 100 kids in Mendocino County coming to school without a warm 
coat. The Mendocino County Office of Education reports 165 students from 
homeless families coming to school cold because they have no warm coat 
to wear. So the owners of this radio station are starting a fund to buy new 
coats. KMAX and KWINE are joining forces with Russ Tow’s associates, 
Selzer Realty and Pardini Appliance who will give a donation from their 
sales. The group says they hope other businesses will get on board too. 
Money is being collected at CASA which serves abused and neglected 
children. You can send your donation to CASA, 340 North Main in Ukiah.

A federal judge has temporarily stopped four logging operations in the 
Mendocino National Forest while a lawsuit against them works it way 
through the courts. Environmental groups have sued saying the logging 
work violates federal rules. The judge let two other projects continue 
pending the outcome of the case. The environmental groups are upset that 
the cutting began without an environmental review of its impact on the 7,000 
acres of the national forest in the area of the 2018 Ranch Fire. There will be 
another hearing on the case later this month. No comment on the case from 
the Forest Service.

The State Dept. of Public Health is reminding vaping kills. This time a death 
related to vaping has been reported in Marin County. The Department of 
Health urging residents to stop vaping and using e-cigarettes no matter 
what the substance or source, until the cause of vaping-associated lung 
disease is known. The recommendation after a new report by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention November 8th, that it may be Vitamin E 
acetate that’s the chemical of concern causing severe breathing problems 
and lung damage related to vaping. Another reminder if you buy marijuana, 
make sure to get it from a licensed retailer and read the ingredient label to 
avoid products containing Vitamin E acetate.

A local group trying to keep the Potter Valley Project online reportedly 
moving forward with a two-basin solution. The Daily Journal reports a 
representative told the Ukiah City Council they are trying to ensure water 
supply stability and create habitat restoration in both the Eel and Russian 
rivers. The coalition came together after PG&E was first going to sell the 
Potter Valley Project, then took it off the market with its Chapter 11 
Bankruptcy filing. Several entities part of the coalition to keep the project 
online including Cal-Trout, Humboldt County and the Sonoma County Water 
Agency. A feasibility study has to be completed by April, with final licensing 
set for April 2022.
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The new Lake County Registrar of Voters is done. After a few months in the 
post,

Catherine McMullen has resigned. The Lake County Administrative Officer 
Carol Huchingson reported the resignation. The resignation as the tally of 
votes for the Northshore Fire Protection District is still happening. The 
election just last week. McMullen sent a letter to the Board of Supervisors 
last week, just two days after the election, saying her last day would be 
November 22nd. Lake Co News reports the Measure N official canvass 
goes until Dec. 5th. McMullen said last Friday there were less than 50 
ballots to count or check before finalizing the results.

A man in Kelseyville blamed for starting a fire in Sept. going to court for his 
preliminary hearing. Jody Hickey accused of arson for the Oak Fire which 
charred 53 acres Sep. 7th. He was supposed to have his preliminary 
hearing Sept. 25th but it was continued until October, then again until 
November 18th, next Monday. He’s pleaded not guilty to the fire which 
investigators say was started by welding and grinding equipment in dry 
grass. Hickey’s charged with felony reckless arson and misdemeanor 
liability in relation to the fire (by a careless or negligent action). One 
outbuilding was destroyed by the fire which also closed down a section of 
Highway 29.

A deputy district attorney says he’s suing Lake County District 5 Supervisor 
Rob Brown and employees of the DA’s office for harassment, retaliation and 
discrimination. Senior Deputy DA Daniel Flesch filed the suit a couple weeks 
ago alleging he was treated improperly in the work place for the last five 
years. He alleges homophobic and anti-Semitic remarks and false claims 
against him as a lawyer. He also alleges when he tried to involve his 
superiors, not a lot was done and the harassment continued. He claims he 
works in a hostile environment which has caused him emotional distress. 
The County Counsel says this sort of case would warrant hiring outside 
counsel.

California’s first in the country law to require publicly held companies have 
women on their boards of directors is being appealed… again. The law 
requires at least one woman on the board of publicly traded companies by 
the end of this year, and by 2021, they have to have two, if there are five 
board members, and if there are six, they must have 3 females. The Pacific 
Legal Foundation is appealing in federal court saying it violates the equal 
protection clause of the U.S. Constitution. The suit comes after another 
conservative group, Judicial Watch, sued in August, arguing it violated the 
state constitution, but for spending taxpayer money to enforce the law

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office is warning about a phone scam that 
has callers impersonating representatives from PG & E. The script varies a 
bit, but in each case the caller eventually asks for a MoneyGram for an 
allegedly past due balance, or tries to get other personal and financial 
information. As always, the sheriff’s office says you should be alert and 
suspicious when anyone you don’t know calls and asks for money or 
information, because no legitimate business or organization does that. The 
best advice is to just hang up.

Voters in the Willits Unified School district could be asked about a bond 
issue for school improvements when they go to the polls in March. District 
officials say they are concerned about the conditions of several school 
buildings that were outlined in a recent report. The Willits News reports that 
fixing those facilities could cost up to 17 million dollars that would be raised 
through a bond issue that would need voter approval. They’ll draw up the 
proposal in the next few weeks and public hearings will be held before it 
goes on the ballot.
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A brief lockdown interrupting the school day this morning at Willits High. The 
Willits police department says it got a second-hand report about a student 
with a gun, so as a precaution the campus was locked down while 
authorities investigated. Officers quickly found a student off campus with an 
Airsoft pistol and lifted the lockdown after about 15 minutes. Police say 
there was never any threat or any danger to other students or school staff, 
but that they would rather be safe than sorry in situations like this.

A “Neighborfest” has been announced by New Paradigm College, a hands-on planning workshop to be more prepared for emergencies. The event in partnership with North Coast Opportunities at “The Lucerne Castle” next Friday afternoon at 1. The college explains it, as neighbors celebrating together are more prepared for emergencies. Adding it’s designed to help neighborhoods organize their own events and festivals and apply for funding. Those who attend will learn how to plan, fund and host their own event. It’s free, but you have to register, visit: http://party.npc2020.net

Willits police say there were no threats to schools, but they’ve had a lock 
down. A call to the High School yesterday after a rumor a student might 
have a gun. When cops got there, they found the student was not on school 
grounds, but the school was placed on lockdown as a precaution just before 
11 am yesterday morning. The student was found around 11 and detained. 
Police say the student had an airsoft pistol which they confiscated. They say 
there was never a threat and the child never entered school grounds.

The Downtown Streetscape Project in Ukiah is becoming a reality. Nearly a 
unanimous vote in favor of the project by the City Council. The Daily Journal 
reports the plan will reduce State street from two lanes to one, with a center 
left turn lane in each direction. It will also have wider sidewalks, safer 
crosswalks, new streetlights, more landscaping and benches to sit on. 
Temporary ramps will be installed for pedestrian access and no businesses 
will have to close. The project is going out to bid, then it has to come back to 
the City Council to decide who to work with. Construction is slated to start at 
the beginning of 2020.

An enthusiastic thumbs up by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
to start collecting taxes from private campgrounds, RV parks, and tent sites. 
But that’s not it, as voters also have to approve the transient occupancy tax. 
Right now there’s a transient occupancy tax for “lodging establishments” for 
hotels, motels and the like. The election would take place on the presidential 
primary ballot, March 3, 2020. The county has indicated the tax revenue 
would be used for fire agencies in Mendocino County and the rest at the 
discretion of the Fire Chief’s Association.

A planning commissioner has been chosen in Clearlake. 3 people applied 
for the position and the City Council made their decision last night to appoint 
Erin McCarrick. She has a decade of experience working in politics and for 
nonprofits in North Dakota and South Dakota then came to Calif. for grad 
school. Lake Co News reports she moved to Lake County helping with local 
hiring after the Valley and Clayton fires. She’s also a consultant and owns 
two cannabis businesses: Clearlake Ventures, in Clearlake, and Cara 
Farms, in Potter Valley.

http://party.npc2020.net/


Cops in Lakeport investigating a fake jewelry scam. Several victims 
approached by a man, described as possibly of Middle Eastern descent, 
about 5 foot 8, with a thin build and a short beard. The man says he was 
robbed and all he had left was a gold chain and ring and tried to sell it for 
$500, stating it’s really worth $3,000. One victim said he only had $128 and 
says the suspect gave him the jewelry, took his money and took off in a 
newer black Cadillac Escalade. The jewelry was found to be worthless. The 
jeweler who appraised it told police 8 different people brought him the same 
jewelry from people describing a similar situation, describing the same 
suspect.

Sonoma Clean Power is reportedly investigating what it would take, to take 
over, PG&E. The company is a public agency supplying renewable energy 
to Sonoma and Mendocino counties. Its board of directors voted 
unanimously for staffers to start exploring what it would look like for an 
acquisition of PG&E power lines and other equipment. It comes after the 
public safety power shutoffs, numerous deadly fires dating back to 2017 and 
the utility company’s bankruptcy filing earlier this year. A spokesperson for 
PG&E says their power facilities are not for sale and changing the 
company’s structure would not make for a safer operation.

Still no word what caused a fishing vessel out of Fort Bragg to capsize out 
of Jenner. The family that owned the vessel, Miss Hailee says there were no 
signs of trouble for the boat that turned over with 4 crew members aboard. 3 
were rescued, a fourth has still not been found since their fishing trip last 
weekend. The man still missing has been identified as Arnulfo “Amigo” 
Santiago. The boat captain is still recovering from severe hypothermia. The 
Miss Hailee was a 54-foot wooden vessel built in Fort Bragg in 1970 owned 
by the Richard Kelley family. The story was that the crew were fishing off 
Fort Bragg before heading south and ran into trouble. The Coast Guard 
searched two days with no luck finding the still missing Santiago.

A better look for cell tower infrastructure when it comes to 5G wireless in 
Fort Bragg. The City Council has approved new aesthetic guidelines for the 
location and look of infrastructure for 5G wireless technology in city limits. 
Those at this week’s meeting brought up potential health threats from 
radiation and even how it might affect the beehives behind the Guest 
House. The City Manager says they’re following carefully written federal law 
for how local governments handle 5G technology. Earlier this year the City 
Council approved aesthetic guidelines for future wireless infrastructure but it 
was reportedly the only choice from FCC regulations passed in 2018, but 
they can decide on the look of the technology locally.

The legislature is trying to make it law for municipalities to be able to yank 
police officer badges for officers with a history of criminal activity or serious 
misconduct. This comes after an investigation across the state showed 
more than 80 working cops in Calif. have a prior criminal conviction. So the 
state public safety committee is considering the matter. The investigation 
showed California one of only five states that don’t “decertify” an officer for 
misconduct or revoke their license. The investigation also said some rural 
departments had a history of hiring the officers, others would not, 
specifically in the city of McFarland in Kern County where they had a ratio of 
one in five officers over the last decade, were either sued or fired from 
another department for misconduct or they’d been convicted of a crime.
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The National Weather Service out with a forecast for next week that shows 
a possible enhanced risk of wildfires. It’s possible that high winds on 
Wednesday and early Thursday could mean a bigger threat, but humidity 
levels could moderate conditions slightly. There is no rain in the forecast 
though next week. The lack of rain is also raising concerns of a drought., 
The national drought monitor now says most of the state is now classified as 
abnormally dry, including Lake County and most of Mendocino County. Dry 
conditions cover 81 percent of the state, which is up from 18 percent just a 
week ago. Some areas in far southeastern California are even showing the 
first signs of a new drought.

It will soon be easier for people in areas at high risk for wildfires to get 
comprehensive home insurance. The state insurance commissioner says 
starting in June, homeowners who have been denied coverage because of 
their risk will be able to buy enhanced coverage though the state’s Fair 
Access to Insurance pool. Until now, many of those pooled plans provided 
coverage for fire damage only, but under the new rules. they will be required 
to include comprehensive coverage for other kind of losses too. Insurance 
commissioner Ricardo Lara says the aim to to make sure no one is 
uninsured or underinsured though no fault of their own. The pool gets its 
money though mandatory contributions from insurance companies that write 
policies in the state and those companies say forcing the plans to cover 
more could hurt all consumers in the long run.

An inmate at the Lake County Jail has been found dead. Staff was alerted 
by another inmate that 66 year old Marvin Buckmaster was unresponsive in 
a bed early Saturday morning. The other inmate reportedly found 
Buckmaster seated upright at the end of his bunk. Emergency responders 
tried to revive him after jail staff administered CPR with no luck. He was 
declared deceased. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office and Lake County 
District Attorney’s Office responded to the scene, which is protocol. They 
said they did not suspect foul play and were interviewing staff and other 
inmates. An autopsy has been ordered to determine the cause of death.  
Buckmaster had been jailed for drug crimes and was supposed to be 
released in January.

Mendocino County Schools and KWine and Max Radio thanking our 
listeners and contributing businesses for a successful fundraiser. We’ve 
brought in enough money to buy enough coats for the children from 
homeless families. In about a weeks time, enough money was raised for 
more than 160 new coats for students. CASA of Mendo County, Pardini 
appliance, Selzer Estate, Ukiah Family Dentistry and Fidelity Title all helped 
make it happen.  Continuing contributions will help next year’s project.  No 
kid should have to go to school cold.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors will have to appoint a temporary 
Registrar of Voters. The board considering the matter at their meeting 
tomorrow morning. The new Registrar of Voters Catherine McMullen 
resigned after only about 4.5 months on the job. Her last day is Friday after 
starting at the end of June. The County Administrative Officer will address 
the board and a closed door session will happen just before the public 
portion of the meeting so they can hold interviews for an interim registrar.



A new record low for California’s unemployment as well as many across 
Northern Calif. The state Employment Development Department shows 
California’s unemployment rate at 3.9 percent, down from 4 percent in 
September and 4.1 percent a year ago.  Lake Co News reports that’s the 
lowest rate since the 1970s. Nationwide unemployment was up slightly from 
3.5 percent in September to 3.6 in October, but still lower than a year ago 
when it was 3.8 percent. In Lake County the jobless rate was 4.1 percent. In 
Mendocino County, the jobless rate was 3.1 percent, and Sonoma was 2.3 
percent, tied with Napa.

An affordable housing project to be discussed at the next Lakeport City 
Council meeting. The council meets tomorrow on the matter which the 
Community Development Director will bring to the council. A formality to 
have the proposed resolution approved for the Lakeport Family Associates 
final parcel map and right-of-way dedications. The apartment complex is to 
be built at 1255 Martin St. which already has phase one, 24 large family 
apartments. Now 48 more are proposed for a second parcel of land. The 
council will also consider a grant application for $162,000 in Planning 
money. It comes from a Senate Bill to give money and technical assistance 
to all local governments for more housing.

There may be another public safety power shutoff coming as the forecast 
calls for offshore winds in the North Bay, Sierra Foothills and North Valley. 
The winds not predicted to be as strong as late-October when the Kincade 
fire broke out in Sonoma County. But forecasters say they could be strong 
enough for another PG&E-intentional power shut-off to prevent more fires. 
The National Weather Service has issued a fire weather watch which is 
expected to turn into a red flag warning tomorrow night until Thursday 
morning. Winds could reach 20-30 mph, with gusts to 45 mph with relative 
low humidity. PG&E has also declared an “elevated” risk of a power shut-off 
that could affect up to 180,000 customers.

The Ukiah School District is putting a bond issue on the presidential primary 
ballot. The school district’s board of directors looking for a cash infusion for 
repairs and updates to older schools, and to improve school security and for 
21st century instructional methods. The board unanimously voted for the 
$75 million school improvement bond measure to be on the March 3rd, 
2020 ballot after a Facilities Master Plan was put together to prioritize and 
identify projects at schools. That plan found more than $70 million was 
needed for unfunded code and maintenance needs immediately and 
another $150 million or so for additional updates to schools.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors’ will take up the next budget 
and decide whether to increase fees from Mendocino Solid Waste 
Management Authority. At the Supervisor meeting tomorrow a draft 
ordinance to add a Transient Occupancy Tax on private campgrounds, 
recreational vehicle parks and tent sites is also being considered. A busy 
agenda as the board is also considering a contract with a Sacramento 
architect for design and construction support services for a new Crisis 
Residential Treatment center, Crisis Stabilization Unit, and 
Psychiatric Health Facility.

A court decision in favor of Native Americans and the protection of 
endangered species in the Klamath River. The federal government will have 
to give Native American tribes priority over farmers who sued regarding their 
irrigation water supply after a drought like year in the Klamath basin. The 
farmers said they were owed millions due to an illegal search and seizure of 
their water rights established in the early 20th century. The U.S. Court of 
Appeals said instead that Native American water rights existed since “time 
immemorial”. The Hoopa, Yurok and Klamath tribes rely on the Klamath 
River, but they were not part of the suit.



The Lake County Sheriff’s Office says a 13 year old boy was

No more PG&E for Butte County, partly. The Butte County Board of 
Supervisors and the Chico City Council have created their own public 
operated utility, the Butte Choice Energy Authority. Those living in Butte 
County will still get bills from PG&E, but the part on the bill showing 
electrical power will be transferred to Butte Choice. It won’t happen until 
spring of 2021, but the first meeting of the new board will be tonight in the 
Butte County Board of Supervisors Chambers in Oroville. The meeting is 
open to the public.

A new report says inmates in the Central Calif. Women’s Facility have been 
sexually abused by correctional officers. Investigators for the Dept. of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation found one officer guilty of inappropriate 
behavior and fired him in 2018. But a prison spokesperson says they’ve 
been trying to protect women there since 2017 more aggressively since the 
allegations surfaced. Six male correctional officers have been fired for 
sexually abusing women from 2014 and 2018 for groping, and worse. A new 
movement, called Me Too Behind Bars is taking shape to expose sexual 
abuse of people in prison and jail.

The CEO of PG&E is about to testify in front of lawmakers. Pacific Gas & 
Electric CEO Bill Johnson is set to appear in front of an oversight hearing 
today in Sacramento after weeks of public safety power shutoffs. Johnson 
has said their shutoffs were “well planned and executed” and they saved 
lives. In a statement after the shutoffs Johnson admitted they did not totally 
work well and the criticism was deserved. He says they’re looking to 
improve the process and are welcoming external reviews of their plans and 
actions of the recent shutoffs. Public officials called them out, saying they 
needed to do better or risk losing the utility in a government takeover.

PG & E says parts of Mendocino and Lake Counties could see another 
public safety power shutoff later this week. The threat is from a weather 
system that could bring winds of between 25 and 30 miles an hour with 
some higher gusts on Wednesday into Thursday. A total of 264,000 
customers in 22 northern California Counties could be impacted. In 
Mendocino county, about 3,000 PG & E customers from McNab Ranch 
south through Hopland to the County Line and the Gualala area along the 
coast approximately half way to Point Arena. In Lake County between 
13,000 and 14,000 customers in Clearlake, Cobb, Finley, Hidden Valley 
Lake, Kelseyville, Lakeport, Loch Lomond, Lower Lake and Middletown 
could go dark. Those numbers are much smaller than the last PS PS in 
October. As of now, the power down is expected at 5:00 AM Wednesday 
running until around 8:00 AM Thursday. Restoration will then take place 
once crews inspect lines and equipment and give the all clear. Mendocino 
County CEO Carmel Anthony says the situation is fluid and could change 
quickly. The PG & E website has the latest

information and county officials promise updates though their social media 
pages too.

Meanwhile, PG & E CEO William Johnson told skeptical lawmakers at a 
hearing in Sacramento today that his company made mistakes during last 
month’s shutoffs and will do better in the future. Some members of the 
panel weren’t convinced. They told Johnson that his promises aren’t enough 
and that they want action, not words.
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responsible for a threat that delayed the start of School in the Kelseyville 
United School District this morning. Deputies say they found the boy on a 
school bus, after getting reports of someone threatening to shoot people at 
the Mountain Vista Middle School around 6:30 AM. The threat caused 
detours for school buses and a short lockdown at schools. School 
superintendent Dave McQueen says students and staff were never in any 
danger but that he takes all potential threats very seriously and decided to 
err on the side of caution by rerouting the buses and briefly closing the 
school doors. The young teenager was taken to the Lake County Probation 
Department for processing

A couple reports of an earthquake felt outside Ukiah. Last night around 8 
pm, the USGS reports a 3.2 earthquake centered 2km northwest of 
Talmage. There were reports a few hours later of a minor aftershock. No 
reports of injuries or damage.

The first meeting of the Mendocino County Climate Action Advisory 
Committee announced. The meeting Thursday after the county formed the 
committee over the summer to make recommendations on policy ideas and 
implementing a Sustainability and Climate Action Program. The committee 
looking at ways to bring down greenhouse gas emissions in the county, 
increase carbon storage, and help the Office of Emergency Services and 
Fire Safe Council get ready for possible natural disasters like wildfires. The 
program is being paid for by the county and the Mendocino County 
Resource Conservation District. The meeting at 3 p.m. at the Mendocino 
County Administrative Center.

An expansion of the reported public safety power shutoff announced by 
PG&E. Lake County is among 25 counties named in the proposal, but only 
part of it, as opposed to last month’s shutoffs. PG&E added 39,000 
customers in three counties – Santa Cruz, Santa Clara and San Mateo. 22 
other counties were already named including Butte, Glenn, Lake, 
Mendocino, Napa, Sonoma, Tehama, and Yolo. There are now 303,000 that 
are expected to be impacted. The utility company is expected to make their 
final decision on the power down today. They will be setting up customer 
resource centers to charge medical equipment, phones and other devices.

A bunch of demonstrators wearing masks and hoods have been arrested 
after barricading near the entrance to a retreat center in Sonoma County. 
Four people arrested after Sonoma County deputies descended on the 
camp outside Westminister Woods near Camp Meeker. Deputies say they 
had a report that one person had a gun, but after a SWAT team swarmed 
the area and searched for four hours, no weapons were found. One person 
had pepper spray and another wore a body camera and a couple of walkie 
talkies. Those arrested face charges of child endangerment, false 
imprisonment, conspiracy, resisting arrest, wearing a mask while committing 
a crime and trespassing.

A beating reported at a construction site after the October 2017 wildfires. An 
attack at the Fountaingrove construction site in Santa Rosa. Police say one 
man went to jail and another ended up in the hospital. Jimy Soriano 
Vazquez is accused of attacked another worker with a pipe at the worksite. 
Police say the attack was unprovoked. The injured man has only been 
identified as being in his mid 30s. Vazquez reportedly took someone else’s 
car from the site and left. He came back later with the car, then walked off 
the property. He was then arrested on suspicion of assault with a deadly 
weapon and vehicle theft. The victim reportedly had minor injuries.



The Willits City Council did not take action, but is considering changing the 
municipal code to allow mobile vendors on private property. Willits News 
reports the subject came up at the last City Council meeting after a local 
food truck owner asked to let his food truck operate on his own private 
property. It’s not a new topic for the council. It was brought up in 2013, but 
apparently the planner at the time retired and the subject was not picked up 
again. It’s only illegal on Main or Commercial streets or side streets a block 
away. Parking was one issue brought up. An ad hoc committee is being 
formed to continue researching the idea.

A new exhibit has opened at the Mendocino County Museum. ‘Natural 
Expressions: Art Inspired by Mendocino County’ opened a week and a half 
ago plus there’s a new Interactive Room with a free afternoon craft. The 
new exhibit has pieces as part of the museum’s permanent collection but 
they’ve never been on display before. They’re in different mediums, 
including wood, leather and fiber. The new interactive room has a reading 
corner and a sensory table. Free crafting includes jewelry making, quilting 
and more.

A unanimous vote by the Lakeport Unified School Board on priorities for the 
rest of nearly 2 million dollars in unspent Measure T bond money. Of that, 
$300,000 will go for an audio/video monitoring and communication system 
as a protection from vandalism and theft, $155,000 for finishing updates to 
the district’s wireless access, and another $600,000 for an alternative 
education campus. Measure T, passed in 2014 to fund capital projects like 
new technology, health and safety upgrades, a new central food services 
facility, the renovation of Westshore Pool, construction of a new 
Library/Media Center and more.

PG & E is refining its public safety power shutoff plans for Mendocino 
County. According to county officials, coastal areas are no longer at risk of a 
shutoff and the number of potential customers affected county-wide is now 
around 1,300. Those people live around McNab Ranch through Hopland to 
the county line. The city of Ukiah is NOT expected to lose power. 
Meanwhile, the county says two resource centers are being set up, one at 
the Citrus Fairgrounds in Cloverdale, the other at 1775 North State Street in 
Ukiah.

In Lake County, officials now say around 16,000 customers will likely be 
affected, but there is no word yet about which exact locations will go dark.

The pending shutoffs were an additional topic at today’s Lake County Board 
of Supervisor’s meeting, as county leaders shared their many concerns with 
a PG & E representative on hand. The Lake County News reports that 
District 1 Supervisor Moke Simon called the outages a matter of life and 
death for some people that will have a crippling effect on the county. He and 
the other supervisors also agreed that their anger is not directed at 
individual PG & E employees, but rather at corporate decisions that have 
led to this point.

Wherever the shutoffs occur, they will likely start around 7:00 on 
Wednesday morning and last well into Thursday as crews inspect lines and 
facilities before re energizing the lines.

The reason for the precautions is a forecast that includes a Red Flag 
Warning from 4:00 Wednesday morning until 7:00 on Thursday Morning. 
Winds in some places could gust to 55 miles an hour, and the humidity will 
remain low, increasing the risk that even a small spark could touch off a fire.
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A new poll out today says almost two-thirds of California residents are at 
least somewhat concerned about power shutoffs. The Public Policy Institute 
also says less than a third are confident that utility companies are handling 
the situation properly. Governor Gavin Newsom gets mixed reviews about 
how he has dealt with the issue. 46 percent of those asked think he has 
done OK dealing with this fall’s wildfires and the shutoffs, which is about the 
same as his current overall approval rating of 48 percent

A new housing project proposed on West Gobbi Street with the Ukiah City 
Council deciding whether it’s a go or a no and their next meeting. The Gobbi 
Commons project will include single-family, market-rate homes near Yokayo 
Elementary School. The council previously unanimously approved the 
project. The city’s Design Review Board has also approved the project, so 
final approval will be voted on by the City Council at their meeting tonight.

Fees going up for solid waste in Mendocino County. The Board of 
Supervisors have the go ahead to raise the solid waste tipping fee at all 
landfills where the waste ends up at $6.50 a ton instead of $5. The 
Mendocino Solid Waste Management Authority says it’ll help balance the 
budget. It’s a joint powers agency with Mendocino County, the city of Ukiah, 
city of Fort Bragg, and the city of Willits for disposal services including 
hazardous waste and illegal dumpsite cleanup. The increased fee the first in 
years, will be about $.25 for a 32-gallon can for customers.

Clearlake city leaders may be reaching out to the state to investigate the 
Lake County Tax Collector’s office. The Record Bee reports it’s because of 
too many unsold, tax-defaulted properties. The city concerned there’s been 
no progress so the City Council’s called for a special meeting to address the 
issue. The meeting today at 2 pm, where the council will consider letters to 
be sent to multiple state agencies, including the attorney general’s office. 
There’s been no tax-defaulted property sale in the county this year and a 
lengthy list of properties that have been adding up for at least five years. 
There are reports of more than 1,500 in Clearlake alone.

After a nearly 2 year long investigation into the e-cigarette company, Juul, 
the state decides to sue. The State Attorney General Xavier Becerra’s office 
along with counterparts in Los Angeles County, filed a lawsuit against the e-
cigarette giant for marketing to minors.  The suit claims the company 
intentionally marketed to kids and did not properly alert buyers of the 
potential dangers of using e-cigarettes. The suit calls out the company’s 
viral advertising campaigns, sponsored promotional events across California 
and for distributing free samples of Juul vaping flavor pods to minors.

Your power may be out again as PG&E moves forward with yet another 
public safety power shutoff. This time it covers 18 counties starting this 
morning because of a forecasted wind event. Last night, the utility company 
confirmed there would be a power down after a couple of days of warnings 
that it might happen. It came as rain started to fall in some areas named in 
the power down. Less than 150,000 customer accounts were supposed to 
be affected. Half of what was estimated on Monday night.

Cal Fire’s getting ready for possible fires. Their Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit is 
also reminding residents to be vigilant in the case of a fire after the National 
Weather Service issued a red flag warning for the North Bay from 4 a.m. to 
tomorrow morning at 7 a.m. The warning due to fast moving winds, low 
humidity and low fuel moisture. A fire broke out yesterday in Guerneville, 
burning a half acre, with no structures damaged or destroyed. There were 
no evacuations or road closures.
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A crash ends in death near Ukiah. Little information from the CHP except 
that around 9:30 p.m. last night, a Cadillac Escalade went off the 101 near 
Hwy 20 north of Ukiah. The car landed on its side around 100 feet off the 
northbound side. The CHP reported a death, but we’re not sure if the driver 
was traveling alone.

Second district Mendocino County Supervisor, John McCowen, is retiring. 
Last night McCowen put out a statement on his Facebook page that he was 
not running for re-election. He said it’s been his honor to serve Ukiah and 
the County for more than thirty years serving on the Grand Jury, City and 
County Planning Commissions, City Council, Board of Supervisors, multiple 
boards and committees and community non-profits. He says a recent 
hospital visit reminding him how he’s putting the job ahead of his health. He 
says it would be hard to do the job, while campaigning to keep it so he’s not 
running again.

CAL FIRE and the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services says 
they’re preparing for Critical Fire Weather. The National Weather Service 
issued a Red Flag Warning with gusty and dry offshore winds predicted with 
low humidity early this morning into tomorrow morning. The Cal OES 
Director urging anyone without power to be ready for an extended period of 
time without power, saying they’re coordinating with state and local 
government to be sure their emergency responders are available to mitigate 
the impacts of the wind event.

The Governor’s said to be getting strict, looking to stop fracking in the state. 
The Governor’s office stops approving fracking permits until they can be 
reviewed by independent scientists. He’s also temporarily halted a type of 
drilling method that is believed to have been the reason there was a 
massive oil leak in the Central Valley.  High-pressure steam used to extract 
oil from below underground is banned after a Chevron oil field had a leak of 
more than 1.3 million gallons of oil and water last summer.

PG&E says it needs proof there was actually a 500-pound emerald 
destroyed in the Camp Fire. Court papers filed last week to hold the utility 
company liable for the $280 million dollars the gem was worth. Seven 
people making claims for the emerald, totaling $350 million in registered 
damages. The emerald’s main claimant says it was at his home in Paradise 
and the fire destroyed it. Now the utility company is looking for proof, like 
documents that show he’s the legal owner of the $280 million gemstone, 
show the owner tried to protect it, and documents that prove it was 
destroyed.

There’s supposedly a $7 billion budget surplus but legislators are being 
cautious, wanting to hold back a big chunk of that because of ongoing feuds 
with the Trump administration. The bipartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office 
says the savings could jump to more than $18 billion by the end of 2021. 
Some of the surplus depends on the federal government allowing the state 
to tax organizations managing the state’s Medicaid health plans. The state 
has to get permission from the Trump administration to continue with the 
tax, which looks iffy after the federal government proposed new rules to ban 
the act.

A resolution for a final parcel map for affordable housing in Lakeport has 
been approved by the City Council. The Community Development Director 
presented the map for the Lakeport Family Associates tentative parcel map. 
That’s where the Martin Street affordable housing project has already built 
phase one and is looking to add a second phase. There are currently 24 
large apartments and 48 more would be added. City staff has also 
recommended the council accept an offer of dedication for the right of way 
and public utility easements for the project. Other improvements still have to 
be made.



Pacific Gas and Electric’s cut back the latest public safety power shutoff, but 
tens of thousands in Lake County were in the dark. It started to rain a bit the 
night before the power down, but still the power was turned off, so an 
overnight warming center was opened in the County. 48,000 in all had the 
power out in parts of Colusa, Glenn, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Shasta, 
Solano, Sonoma, Tehama and Yolo. It comes after a Red Flag Warning was 
announced by the National Weather Service, forecasting wind speeds over 
50 mph and up to 70 miles an hour in Sonoma County.

The warming center in Middletown to allow overnight stays for those who 
need to power medical equipment. Cots, blankets and snacks were made 
available by Lake’s Care and Shelter Team. Schools were also closed in 
Lake County yesterday and those still without power today will stay closed. 
Five community resource centers were set up in Lake County, at the 
Clearlake Senior Community Center, Konocti Vista Casino, Twin Pine 
Casino & Hotel, Robinson Rancheria Resort and Casino and the The Scotts 
Valley Pomo tribe’s Red Hills property.

A commercial fishing fleet in Bodega Bay has talked wildlife officials into 
postponing the Dungeness crab season opener to protect whales still 
hovering around fishing grounds. The state fish and wildlife director agreed 
to wait on the opening which was supposed to happen tomorrow along the 
coast from Sonoma to San Mateo counties. The opening now set for 
December 15th instead, the second delay due to threatened and 
endangered whales hanging out in the waters where the commercial 
Dungeness crab season usually opens Nov. 15th.

Sonoma County avoids the latest PG&E power shut-offs as weather 
conditions changed in areas of Northern California. The utility company did 
end up cutting power to nearly 50,000 customers across 10 counties, down 
from the more than 300,000 customers in 25 counties that was originally 
promised. The county’s emergency management director telling the Press 
Democrat it’s been stressful when the events happened and that he was 
worried some folks might have stopped paying attention to warnings and not 
prepare for them. And the chair of the Board of Supervisors said he wished 
there could have been better preparation from PG&E because unwarranted 
warnings caused frustration.

Because of the power downs the California Department of Social Services 
says Cal Fresh, the state’s Food and Nutrition Service is authorizing a mass 
replacement of benefits for those affected by PG&E’s de-energization of 
power lines. There are 22 zip codes in Mendocino County who will get a 
15% automatic replacement of their October CalFresh allotment tomorrow. 
Those not included in the automatic replacement, who had a loss of food 
because of the power shutoff have until tomorrow to request a replacement 
of benefits. There are offices in Ukiah and Fort Bragg, both opened today 
until 5 pm.

Police in Fort Bragg arrest a man with multiple weapons and thousands of 
rounds of ammo, high capacity magazines and ballistic equipment. Police 
say they got a call about a possible threat made to Fort Bragg High School. 
Police say the suspect’s car and stopped him, finding all the weapons and 
ammo. The case is being forwarded to the DA’s office for charges to be 
considered. Police say the quick resolution of the investigation avoided 
anyone at the school being put at risk.

A body found in the Salmon Creek Watershed in Humboldt County has 
been confirmed as that of a missing man. Adam Mrozek was reporting 
missing in the Upper Thomas Road area, missing since Sunday.  The body 
was found while search and rescue personnel were searching for Mrozek. 
Police say they don’t believe there was foul play, but there’s no official 
determination about the cause of death until there’s an autopsy.



Power ended up remaining on in California’s Sierra Foothills after days of 
PG&E warning that it might be shut off. The utility had warned that tens of 
thousands of people would lose power in El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, Sierra 
and Yuba counties, but those shutoffs never ended up happening because 
weather conditions improved. PG&E President Andy Vesey says they 
understand people are frustrated about the power shutoffs. By the time 
PG&E announced that the power would stay on, those schools and many 
other businesses had already closed for the day. Electricity was shut off and 
remains off for about 48 thousand customers in parts of the North Bay.

Sonoma County officials are looking for solutions to a homeless 
encampment between Santa Rosa and Sebastopol. Dozens of people urged 
supervisors to act on the issue during a meeting this week. The 
encampment sits along a section of the eight-point-five-mile public Joe 
Rodota Trail. People said property values have decreased, there is litter, 
human waste and a nasty smell near their property along the trail. The 
board decided to direct its staff to come up with innovative solutions that will 
be discussed next month.

And a Christmas tree shortage could cause tree prices to soar across the 
state. Several tree farms in Oregon have had to shut down due to a 
shortage of fully-grown trees. The hot and dry summers the past two years 
destroyed many of the young trees. Due to this you can expect to pay about 
25-dollars more this year for a Christmas tree.

Rain and cooler temperatures are on tap for next week in Sonoma County. 
The National Weather Service reports that two cold fronts are headed this 
direction. The first front is due to blow in late Tuesday into Wednesday and 
the second front could arrive on Turkey day.

Everyone still in the dark from PG&E’s power outage they should have their 
lights on by this evening. The all clear was given overnight and crews have 
been inspecting power lines all day. The utility shut off power to 10 Northern 
California counties to reduce the risk of wildfires. That came out to about 
120-thousand people, but the initial plan would’ve affected nearly 400-
thousand.

The power shutoffs are costing Northern California counties thousands of 
dollars. Placer County has been keeping track of their costs related the 
power outage. So far, they have cost the county nearly 300-thousand 
dollars.

A man from Willits is facing charges of child cruelty and being under the 
influence. Mendocino County Deputies received a call on Saturday night 
about a man and a teenager who were fighting in the front yard. Witnesses 
say 38-year-old Gary Wyatt wrestled the teen to the ground and assaulted 
him, then walked away. Deputies say the two had an argument over 
property at the home. Officials found Wyatt up the road, they noticed he 
appeared to be impaired by either drugs or alcohol. Wyatt was given a 
sobriety test which he failed.

Two were injured Wednesday afternoon in a three-car collision in Santa 
Rosa that took out a fire hydrant and a power pole. According to Santa 
Rosa police an SUV headed eastbound on Jennings ran a stop sign and 
crashed into the pickup. Both drivers were hospitalized no word on their 
conditions.

SMART plans to start serving the Larkspur area by mid-December. 
According to the Press Democrat, both the opening of the new station and 
the expansion of train service in January are efforts made by SMART 
officials to gain voter support in March for the renewal of sales tax funds.
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State wildlife officials are postponing this year’s opening of the Dungeness 
crab season. This was done to protect some whales that have been spotted 
in the prime crabbing area of Bodega Bay. Now they have postponed the 
opening of crab season until December 15th.

A man found guilty of murder for shooting another man to death gets 50 
years to life. Michael Saner, formerly of Navarro, was sentenced to 25 years 
to life for murder in the first degree and another 25 for the personal and 
intentional use of firearm to inflict death upon another. The man claims cops 
lied and he was being railroaded. While at trial he said he blacked out, so it 
was hard for him to be cross-examined. But while in court yesterday, he 
apparently recovered his memory and says the victim had a knife, so he 
was justified in shooting him in the back. But witness statements said the 
victim was unarmed and was caught off-guard and murdered at a friend’s 
home.

A man in Laytonville’s arrested for being drunk and threatening a 7 year old. 
Mendocino deputies say they got a call to a drunk person in possession of a 
firearm at a business, finding Niko Steffen obviously intoxicated. Deputies 
say later they heard from a seven year old that Steffen pointed a firearm at 
the child while at the business, and he also shot off the firearm in the 
juvenile’s presence. So they got a search warrant and found a stolen 44 
magnum handgun, spent casings, and other evidence showing a gun had 
been fired inside the business. Plus video footage confirmed it. Steffen was 
arrested for willful cruelty to a child:  possible injury/death, discharge of 
firearm in grossly negligent manner, receiving stolen property and probation 
revoked and held on $25,000.00 bail.

Reports of a threat at Fort Bragg High School averted, but questions about 
why the school was never put on lockdown. On Tuesday police say they 
learned about a possible threat directed at the High School by the 
custodian. And the custodian, Brandon Williamson was arrested, then 
searched his home finding 16 firearms, thousands of rounds of ammunition 
and high-capacity magazines. His family says he’s a firearms dealer on the 
side. But community members complained the school was not put on 
lockdown. But the School District and Police say they found the school was 
not in immediate danger and the threat was limited to verbal statements and 
after school hours.

A man in Ukiah’s been arrested after being found in a parked car. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office says a Deputy on uniformed patrol saw 
the man, Russell Harmon in the car and found he was on Pre-Trial Release 
with a search waiver. They found there was a bunch of methamphetamine 
that it appeared was going to be sold. They also found smoking 
paraphernalia and say he appeared to be high. He’s charged with possess 
controlled substances for sale, possession of drug paraphernalia and for 
disobeying a court order. He’s held on $40,000.00 bail.

The Ukiah Zoning Administrator has approved the permits for an auto repair 
shop to store impounded vehicles. All in One Auto Repair and Towing on 
North State Street applied for the permits for two parcels of land in the 600 
block of Talmage Road. They had been storing tractor trailers and now the 
business wants to use the secured storage facility for vehicles impounded 
by the Ukiah Police Department, Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office and the 
California Highway Patrol.



The proposed Transient Occupancy Tax will get onto a ballot for residents 
to decide. The measure will be on the March 2020 presidential primary 
ballot for short-term visitor accommodations in private campgrounds in 
Mendocino County. The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors passed 
the tax ordinance change to collect taxes from private campgrounds, RV 
parks, and tent sites.  It would be a general tax but the income would go to 
fire agencies at 75 percent with the remainder to be distributed at the 
discretion of the Fire Chief’s Association.

Yet another trial for a man from Ukiah found guilty of raping a minor. The 
Mendocino County DA’s Office reports 23 year old Zachary Barajas was 
convicted of the forcible rape of a minor. He was also charged with crimes 
against another victim, forcible rape of a minor and forcible oral copulation 
of a minor, but the jury couldn’t come to a unanimous verdict on those 
charges. But he was held after on no bail. A fourth trial has been set on the 
charges related to the second victim with a February start date. It was 
supposed to be November 19th.

The City of Clearlake is moving forward with formal complaints against the 
Lake County Treasurer-Tax Collector. The city to send multiple letters 
related to Barbara Ringen who is alleged to have been negligent of her 
duties regarding the sale of tax-defaulted properties. The city’s asking the 
county and state to investigate her. The letters say Ringen has not initiated 
any defaulted land sales, has neglected to sell properties for which taxes 
have been left unpaid and say her actions are a financial burden on the 
County of Lake and a public safety issue for the City of Clearlake.

Congressional members from Northern Calif. say they’ll bring a bill forward 
to improve electrical grids across the country after the PG&E public safety 
power shutoffs.  Congressmen Mike Thompson, Jared Huffman and many 
other reps say the bill would help improve the infrastructure of the country’s 
electrical grid so it can hold up to extreme weather and natural disasters 
better. They say it will help deliver consistent and reliable energy. It comes 
after several intentional power downs by Pacific Gas and Electric that have 
left millions of Californians without power.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors has to find a new Registrar of Voters 
after the latest person resigned. Lake Co News reports it’s the second time 
in less than a year that the top person in the elections office left. Today was 
supposed to be the last day for Catherine McMullen after she took over at 
the end of June, but she’s now staying until just after Thanksgiving. The 
news site reports McMullen didn’t say why she was resigning, only it was 
the best decision for herself and her family. The matter was continued until 
the next board meeting next week.

Sonoma County estimates the local economy lost at least 50-to-70-million-
dollars from just one of October’s PG&E public safety outages. The 
numbers were calculated by the county’s Economic Development Board 
and Moody’s Analytics-based the number of customers turned off for as 
long as three days, starting October 9th, and on data provided by more than 
560 businesses surveyed. The total doesn’t include lost wages. PG&E has 
implemented wildfire prevention outages all over Northern California six-
times over the last two-months.

A woman was found dead after a fire destroyed a condominium in Windsor 
Friday morning. When fire crews arrived on the scene around 6 a.m. the 
Courtyards East subdivision near Highway 101’s Central Windsor exit the 
condo was fully engulfed in flames. Once the fire was tapped out, crews 
discovered the body of a woman in the bedroom. At this time the cause of 
both the fire and the woman’s death are unknown.
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A homicide investigation is underway after a man was found stabbed to 
death at a home near Coddingtown Mall. The Santa Rosa Police 
Department says officers responded to the home off Jennings Avenue 
Thursday afternoon after a woman found the man’s body and called 9-1-1. 
Police are still working to confirm the man’s identity but say he’s 55-years-
old. His injuries were reportedly consistent with a struggle.

Ten California agencies are overpaying for workers comp insurance by 
millions. That finding from a state audit out today. It shows the agencies 
paid 20-million dollars more over five years because they used a different 
insurer and not the state provider. The agencies include Veterans Affairs, 
Transportation and the Secretary of State’s Office.

A high-speed chase through Sonoma County early Thursday morning 
ended with the suspect pulling into his own driveway and surrendering to 
deputies. According to the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office, a deputy noticed 
a motorcycle speeding in a 25mph zone shortly before 3 a.m. 48-year-old 
Thomas Jackson, the driver of the bike refused to pullover and continued 
east down River Road at speeds of 110mph. Jackson has been charged 
with felony evading law enforcement, felony altering vehicle registration, 
resisting arrest and driving with a suspended driver’s license.

The Lake County man who died in a car crash earlier this week in Napa 
County is being remembered for his support and efforts in the community. 
32-year-old Johnathan Thorn of Lower Lake was killed in a head-on collision 
on Highway 29 near Bale Lane early Tuesday morning. He was involved in 
numerous projects such as the Westside Community Park in Lakeport. He 
was also a member of the Westside Community Park Committee for four 
years.

Cooler temperatures and rain are in the forecast for Thanksgiving week 
according to the National Weather Service. Rain is expected to roll in on 
Tuesday afternoon or evening when the weather pattern changes. Lake 
County can expect to see rain starting on Tuesday all the way into Turkey 
Day.

AAA is predicting this Thanksgivings travel numbers to be second highest 
since the American Automobile Association began tracking travel volume. 
This year there is expected to be around 49.3 million people who will be 
hitting the road, the most seen since back in 2005.

Sonoma County might be about to allow commercial hemp cultivation. The 
county Planning Commission voted 4-1 Thursday on a set of zoning rules 
for growing the new crop.

A man from Potter Valley has been arrested for a stabbing in front of his 
house. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reports getting a call to a 
domestic disturbance last Monday morning, a man reporting he’d been 
stabbed, then later called back and said he was fine and didn’t need help. 
Deputies went anyway to the home and found a man injured, Joseph 
Ansbury, who said his injury was an accident and self-inflicted. They went 
into the home and spoke to the guy’s girlfriend who said they had a fight, 
and he choked her to a point where she felt she was about to lose 
consciousness and in self-defense, she stabbed Asbury to try to get away 
from him. Asbury’s charged with domestic violence battery and held on 
$25,000.00 bail.



Two men have been arrested after reports of another man’s death and 
carjacking. Police say Michael Schaffer was arrested after a traffic stop in 
Nice Friday night. He was contacted regarding Nicky Smith’s death and 
denied any involvement. Later Friday night Daniel Ford was arrested at the 
Running Creek Casino and also denied anything. The two men are charged 
with Murder, Kidnapping, Robbery, and Carjacking. The two both had parole 
and probation violations and held on one million dollars bail. Police are 
asking for the public’s help regarding any circumstances surrounding 
Smith’s death and in locating Darlene Anderson of Lucerne. Detectives say 
they think Anderson may know something about the crime and that she 
could be living in the Nice or Lucerne area.

A man arrested after reports of someone with a gun at a home in Fort 
Bragg. Deputies got a call last Tuesday to the 18000 block of North 
Highway 1 and found a 50 year-old victim. The victim told police he was 
confronted by two people, Connie Braga and Alan Garibay.  Garibay was 
not allowed to have any guns. But the victim says he pointed a semi-
automatic pistol at him and threatened to kill him so the victim rode away on 
his bike, but says he was approached by a car with Christopher Braga 
inside. He too had a gun and threatened the victim. He hit the victim in the 
head several times and took off. The victim had minor injuries and Connie 
and Christopher Braga and Garibay were all arrested on multiple charges 
that include, assault with a firearm, criminal threats and possession of a 
firearm while in possession of narcotics.

Middletown High is teaming up with Lake County Behavioral Health 
Services for a pilot program across the country on Mental Health First Aid. 
The program starts in the spring of next year. It’s an in person training for 
high schoolers to get educated on mental illnesses and addictions so they 
can identify them, then respond to friends in trouble. The administrators of 
the program say it will empower high school students to help their friends 
when there’s a mental health problem or crisis, like suicidal thoughts. The 
National Council for Behavioral Health along with Lady Gaga’s “Born This 
Way Foundation” are piloting the course in more than 75 high schools 
across the country. Middletown High School was one of 40 for the second 
cohort of the pilot program.

Learn more about Mental Health First Aid at www.MentalHealthFirstAid.org.

After a couple months of the public safety power shutoffs, the city of Ukiah 
is moving to improve communications with PG&E. The Daily Journal reports 
the city council took up the matter at their meeting last week. Public 
comments included needing the utility company to improve their 
infrastructure. The City Council has an Ad Hoc committee set up for the 
matter including looking into workshops for “Energy Resiliency” and how the 
public at large can become more energy independent. Some ideas were 
more PG&E workers on the ground and to have the city considered a 
“transmission customer”, and since there are thousands of residential 
customers, to have the city not a simple residential customer.

Business tax rates for the legal cannabis industry are going up. But the 
Humboldt County Growers Alliance says it’ll add support to the black market 
instead. And the California Cannabis Industry Association released a 
statement saying their members are “stunned and outraged” saying an 
eighth of an ounce will be about $5-10 more now. The taxes set to start Jan. 
1st where it’s believed mom-and-pop farms or small businesses could feel it 
the most.

http://www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org/
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Some additions to labor agreements between several unions and the Lake 
County Board of Supervisors include one-time stipends to several county 
employees. The side letters approved for the $1,500 stipends, but they’ve 
yet to be finalized. The unions including the Lake County Deputy Sheriffs 
Association and the Lake County Deputy District Attorneys Association 
looking for the “retention stipends” or advance pay or a gesture of good faith 
for the employees. The board will take up the matter tomorrow for the 
addendums, or side letters for permanent, full-time employees of certain 
classifications known as “Employee Recognition and Retention Stipends.”

City leaders and grocery store workers getting together with church leaders 
and utility company employees for this year’s Operation Gobble. Golden 
State Water’s campaign, a statewide donation program delivering 
thousands of turkeys for Thanksgiving every November thru community 
centers, churches and schools. They’ve delivered more than 240,000 birds 
since they began back in 1990. And the Clearlake Peace Officers 
Association and the city council are adding side dishes with the 
Thanksgiving meals mashed potatoes, stuffing and desserts.

The weather is about to take a turn for the worse, just in time for the 
Thanksgiving getaway. What you’ll get, will depend on where you are, or 
where you’ll be heading. The National Weather Service has issued a winter 
storm warning and a wind advisory in Lake County. The storm warning is up 
from 10:00 Tuesday morning until 4:00 on Wednesday afternoon for 
locations above 2,000 feet. The wind advisory is out from 6:00 Tuesday 
evening until 6:00 on Wednesday morning. It will be rainy in lower areas but 
places in the county’s mountain areas might have snow of 5 to 10 inches or 
more. Mendocino County has a high wind warning from 1:00 on Tuesday 
afternoon until 4:00 Wednesday morning, with some gusts topping 60 miles 
an hour, both in coastal areas and on ridges and mountain passes. Winds 
could lead to power outages and tough driving, especially for high profile 
vehicles. Meanwhile, heavy rain is forecast toward the south toward 
Sonoma County and beyond. There could be 40-foot waves out at sea and 
two feet of snow if you’re heading to the Sierra Nevada north and west. 
Overall, it looks like a messy couple days ahead across Northern California, 
right in the middle of one of the busiest travel times of the year.

A man from Ukiah’s found guilty of having a firearm. The Mendocino County 
DA’s Facebook page has a post about James Robert Nix being found 
partially guilty on several charges. Guilt for assault with a firearm and the 
jury found true a separate sentencing enhancement that the defendant 
personally used a .40 caliber Glock handgun in the commission of an 
assault. But the jury was stumped and could not reach a unanimous verdict 
on another count for the same crime and another special allegation but 
involving a second separate victim, so there was a mistrial declared for that 
separate count and allegation. Nix is due back in court December 11th to 
decide if there will be a retrial.

A home in Ukiah used as an exercise for firefighters has been burned to the 
ground. The Daily Journal reports the home at the corner of North Orchard 
Avenue and Brush Street had been donated by the Rural Communities 
Housing Development Corporation. The home was apparently going to be 
torn down. So firefighters got to make it a training opportunity. The 
newspaper reports firefighters learning how to handle a hose, use a 
chainsaw and ventilate a roof and how to climb up a ladder if they had to get 
to a second story window.



In home health workers getting a pay bump. As part of their new contract, 
the Mendocino County In-Home Support Service (IHSS) Bargaining Team 
gets a raise and their wages won’t fall below $1 above minimum wage. They 
also get a $5,000 training fund for new trainings. The new contract has to be 
voted on by members by Monday, then the vote count will be held Tuesday. 
In Home Health Services says their new contract was put together to build a 
stronger program for providers, customers and families with higher wages, 
improved benefits and to protect the rights of the workers.

Thanks to the latest Eagle Scout project, more improvements have been 
made at the Lakeport Library. Boy Scout Troop 39 did all of the landscaping 
around the front of the library led by a junior at Clear Lake High, Scout 
Sayer Ford. It’s the third project to help beautify the library. Two other efforts 
already complete for a children’s patio and a parking island with planter 
boxes.

There will be a new roadmap to decide if certain streets should be included 
in the city of Clearlake’s maintained road system. The City Council directing 
staff to start the process after the city’s consulting engineer said most of the 
road development in Clearlake happened before the city was incorporated 
in 1980. After the city officially came together, the county turned over a list 
of streets it would maintain. So now staffers went back over that list and 
subdivision maps to confirm the list and create a reliable grid working with 
the county surveyor.

Congressman Mike Thompson says he’s running for office again, filing for 
reelection in the Fifth Congressional District. The district covers all of Napa 
County and parts of Lake, Sonoma, Solano and Contra Costa counties. 
Thompson put out a statement that he was running again to represent the 
Congressional District in Congress. He says there’s still work to do to invest 
in infrastructure, fight to pass comprehensive immigration reform and protect 
Dreamers, continue honoring promises to veterans and their families and to 
tackle climate change to make sure we have a planet to pass on to the 
generations that follow us.

A credit’s coming to your PG&E bill after multiple public safety power 
shutoffs. The utility company reported the credit was for those who lost 
power in the first, October 9th intentional power down to prevent wildfires in 
Red Flag weather conditions. $100 credit for residential customers and 
$250 for commercial customers. But they say they’re not going to credit 
customers for the Oct. 23rd, 26th, 29th or Nov. 20th shutoffs. The utility 
apparently taking ownership for poor communication efforts during just the 
first power down. At the same time state regulators are investigating if 
PG&E met requirements to turn off power as a last resort and to only impact 
the fewest customers as possible.

Forecasters say storms like the one slamming into northern and interior 
California only happen once or twice a year, but – just our luck – this time it 
is hitting during one of the busiest travel times of the year too. Look for a 
variety of potential weather-related hazards depending on where you are or 
where you are going. There is a flash flood watch for the area scarred by 
the Kincaid fire last month, a winter storm warning for elevations above 
2,000 feet in Lake County, that could see more than 18 inches of snow, and 
a high wind warning for the ridges and coastal lowlands of Mendocino 
County for gusts as high as 70 miles an hour through Wednesday. If your 
travel plans take you north and east toward the Sierra Nevada, it will be 
even worse as big mountain snowfalls could make driving difficult, if not

impossible. Meteorologists even have a scary sounding name for this type 
of storm. A “bomb cyclone” is the equivalent of a category 1 hurricane. We’ll 
see a small break around the holiday, but another storm system threatens 
travel-busting conditions later in the weekend
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Mendocino County deputies have arrested a man from Laytonville who they 
say had a stolen gun inside a business on North Highway 101 and fired the 
weapon while a 7-year-old child was nearby. Deputies say a search warrant 
led them to the .44 magnum, and surveillance video showed 38-year-old 
Niko Steffan allegedly firing it in the business last Wednesday morning 
around 8:30. Steffan already said to be on probation and prohibited from 
having a weapon. Charges against him include willful cruelty to a child, 
illegal discharge of a firearm, receiving stolen property, and violation of 
probation. He was booked into the Mendocino County lockup where the 
judge set bail at $25,000.

A report says the California DMV is making money selling off your personal 
data. According to the website Vice, the DMV hauled in more than fifty 
million dollars in the last fiscal year by selling to third party groups like data 
brokers, credit bureaus and private

investigators. The state won’t say just what’s for sale but that it is all 
perfectly legal and carefully monitored for authorized use only.

Sonoma County’s getting millions in state aid after the Kincade fire. The $11 
million authorized from the Office of Emergency Services. After the fire, 
estimated costs were $6.3 million for the county and another $4.7 million in 
firefighting for the county. The state has reportedly offered 75% of the costs 
so the county would have to cover $2.75 million of the cost. The county still 
has six months to account for all of the costs so the numbers could change. 
The Press Democrat reports local officials saying Sen. Mike McGuire and 
Assemblyman Jim Wood were instrumental in securing the funds for the 
County. The Kincade fire blackened nearly 78,000 acres, and burned 374  
structures, including 174 homes.

A well-known American rock climber injured after falling from El Capitan at 
Yosemite National Park. But apparently Emily Harrington was rescued by 
several people, including a star climber, Alex Honnold, who tried to climb the 
same spot and was highlighted in a documentary last year called, Free 
Solo.  Harrington took to social media to thank those with her when she fell, 
a picture of her on Instagram shows some cuts and bruises on her face and 
neck. Harrington is the recipient of five United States sports climbing 
national championships.

The deadline to file a claim for wildfire losses from PG&E has been 
extended. If you have been a victim of wildfires caused by the utility 
company you have until December 31st to file with the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court, Northern District of California. The extension as part of PG&E’s 
bankruptcy filing in January for anyone with a claim, including, but not 
limited to property owners, renters, occupants, businesses and others. You 
can do it online at officialfireclaims.com. The court appointed claims rep 
says anyone who qualifies has an opportunity to get money for loss or injury 
from the Northern California fires that happened before PG&E filed for 
Chapter 11.

A man on parole has been arrested after police pull him over for a traffic 
related violation. A Mendocino County Sheriff’s Deputy found Carlos White 
was on State Parole, with a search and seizure clause. The deputy says he 
told White to get out of the car several times, but he refused, and he was 
acting strange. He finally got out and was handcuffed and a search of his 
car turned up a loaded .45 caliber handgun, a digital scale, .45 caliber 
ammunition, and several baggies of suspected methamphetamine. He’s 
charged with several crimes including possession of a loaded firearm and 
possession of drugs. He was booked without bail due to his parole.



City leaders in Ukiah jockeying for position to be part of the location 
scouting for the new mental health treatment facility to be paid for by 
Measure B sales tax funds. The Daily Journal reports the Deputy City 
Manager saying it’s imperative for a local jurisdiction to have say in a facility 
before it’s location is confirmed. The Deputy City Manager serves on the 
Measure B Oversight Committee. The City working with the County and the 
developers along with the Rural Communities Housing Development 
Corporation to stay within city design aesthetic and building standards.

The auditor-controller/county clerk in Lake County will temporarily take over 
as the Registrar of Voters while the county looks for a new registrar to lead 
the department after the last Registrar resigned. Catherine McMullen 
announced her departure less than six months after taking over the office. 
Lake Co News reports McMullen posted on social media that her job was a 
nightmare and said she was bullied. Longtime Registrar Diane Fridley 
retired last December and in February, her deputy, Maria Valadez, also left 
for a job in Mendocino County. The board of supervisors also got into a 
whole discussion about totally restructuring the department and the 
controller’s office.

The Lake County’s winter warming center is opening for the season. The 
Hope Harbor Warming Center is opening Monday, Dec. 2nd at New Hope 
Fellowship Church in Lakeport, by Kmart. It opens around dinner time and 
those wanting to stay have to get there before 7:30 p.m. They say they will 
not accommodate late arrivals. They say their mission is to create a space 
that’s physically and emotionally safe for all, regardless of race, ethnicity, 
nationality, religion, gender, gender identity or sexual orientation. They’re 
staying open each weeknight, Monday through Friday through the end of 
March 2020.

Donations for the Warming Center can be sent to the Kelseyville United Methodist Church, the center’s fiscal sponsor. Please make any checks payable to the church and put “warming center”on the memo line. Mail to P.O. Box 446 Kelseyville CA 95451. PayPal donations are also welcome at the Hope Harbor website www.hopeharborlakecounty.com .

Nightmare at Oakland International Airport as lights go out as heavy rain is 
coming down. The power outage last night about 7 p.m. Backup power 
generators were on but it still caused quite the hassle. The power was out 
for over an hour and the airport put out a statement saying they were 
investigating why it happened to begin with. Some departures were delayed, 
but arrivals kept coming. The power outage started to pop up on social 
media accounts around 6:30 p.m. some folks saying it was scary to land in 
the dark. The TSA stopped their line because X-ray machines and scanners 
were offline so they weren’t letting anyone thru security checkpoints.

A man who worked for PG&E for more than 20 years says he was 
unceremoniously fired after complaining about a device being used to 
restart a power line after it turns off. Todd Hearn, a PG&E lineman for more 
than 20 years, says he complained about reclosers which allowed workers 
to fix lines, but they’re also known to shoot bursts of electricity that could 
potentially start a fire. PG&E released a statement saying they were aware 
Hearn filed a legal motion with the bankruptcy court, but they don’t 
“comment on employment-related matters” for privacy reasons.

The Ukiah Holiday Trolley coming back to the streets for the holidays. There 
will be downtown stops starting Black Friday going until December 22nd. 
 The trolley’s been around for more than two decades now. You can find 
guides and routes at the Ukiah Valley Conference Center, Savings Bank of 
Mendocino, El Azteca and Holes in the Wall as well as other places.

http://www.hopeharborlakecounty.com/
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Another “A” rating for Adventist Health Ukiah Valley for patient safety. The 
Leapfrog Group bestowed the rating on the hospital for the second time this 
year. It comes via an independent watchdog group which assesses 
hospitals across the country recognizing Adventist as one of the safest in 
the nation. There was also an “A” rating in the spring. The president of the 
hospital says it’s a “testament to the continued dedication and hard work of 
our providers and staff to provide the highest standards of care to our 
community.” The survey included more than 2,600 hospitals across the 
country. About 1/3 of them received “A” grades. But only 91 of 275 hospitals 
received an “A” rating in  Calif.

A freeze warning was issued last night for Santa Rosa, Napa and 
surrounding areas, including Marin County. The warning is in effect until 
nine o’clock this morning. Weather officials said temperatures may drop to 
the mid-20s. Isolated areas may see temperatures in the low 20s.

A head-on collision on Highway 101 during hail and heavy rain, Wednesday 
afternoon killed one man and injured two others. According to CHP, the 
crash happened shortly before 1 pm in Humboldt County near Salmon 
Creek Road. Two men in an SUV headed southbound lost control and 
veered into the northbound lanes directly into the path of oncoming traffic 
crashing into an SUV driven by 45-year-old Teresa Bowles. The male driver 
of the SUV died at the scene the male passenger was treated for minor 
injuries. Bowles was hospitalized for minor injuries.

Planning officials will be presenting the Santa Rosa city council with an 
outline of plans for the future of the downtown area sometime next week. 
The plan features several tall buildings and new apartments.

Six Flags Discovery Kingdom is going green. Tonight, they will be holding a 
ceremony where a giant switch will light a 65-foot Christmas Tree and 
surrounding buildings, powered by solar power. This event also kicks off the 
Holiday in the Park event that runs today through January 5th.

A federal bankruptcy court judge is upholding a California law that requires 
utilities to pay for fire damages. The law drove PG&E into bankruptcy 
protection 10 months ago as it faced at least 20-billion dollars in losses 
which stemmed from a series of deadly wildfires in 2017 and 2018. The 
ruling is a victory for thousands of wildfire victims.

People across the Bay Area are being urged not to burn wood this 
weekend. The Bay Area Air Quality Management District is making the 
request to prevent air quality impacts in inland valleys and neighborhoods.

A federal bankruptcy court judge rejected Pacific Gas & Electric’s latest 
attempt to change the state law that requires utilities to pay for the damage 
caused by wildfires if ignited by their equipment. Utilities used to be able to 
recoup their losses by raising rates, but two years ago the Public Utilities 
Commission rejected a request from San Diego Gas & Electric to do so after 
their equipment sparked major fires in the region. PG&E can still appeal the 
decision.

Homeless people at the Joe Rodota Trail homeless camp in Santa Rosa 
now has access to toilets. Portable toilets and hand-washing stations are 
now at the encampment, which houses at least 170 people. An advocate 
group worked to get the facilities, which were delivered earlier this week.

Two Sonoma County residents are being identified as the victims of a 
deadly crash in San Jose. The bodies of 22-year-old Dominique Uribe and 
26-year-old Giovanni Broussard was found last week off Highway 101. An 
investigation shows their vehicle left the highway and started rolling, hitting 
at least one tree before stopping. It wasn’t immediately known why the 
vehicle left the road.



The California DMV made millions last year from selling drivers’ personal 
data. Data obtained by Motherboard, Vice’s tech news site, found the DMV 
made over 51-million dollars by selling driver’s information to interested 
parties during 2018 to 2019 fiscal year. Drivers’ names, addresses, and car 
registration information were some of the data being sold.

Needy families were given plenty of goods after the nation’s largest timed 
turkey trot in the Bay Area. This is the event’s 15th year and it drew over 22-
thousand runners and raised an estimated 900-thousand dollars. According 
to officials, the race has raised over eight-point-seven-million dollars for five 
charities over the course of its fifteen years.

A carjacking suspect is dead after getting put in a restraint by sheriff’s 
deputies outside Sebastopol. Sheriff’s officials say deputies meant to make 
him unconscious following a chase yesterday morning. The man was 
reported to have experienced a medical emergency after being put in 
handcuffs and he was rushed to Petaluma Valley Hospital, where he died.

Developers are fighting back against a new Windsor regulation that bans 
natural gas in new homes. The county is getting sued by developers who 
aren’t ok with the city requiring that most new homes use electric appliances 
for cooking and heating instead of natural gas technology. They claim the 
ban violates state environmental law and ignores the increased use of 
generators by folks who live in homes that don’t have gas.

SMART will be offering free rides for all passengers during limited service 
through December 1st. The free rides on five northbound and five 
southbound trains from San Rafael to the Charles M. Schulz-Sonoma 
County Airport.

The Placer County Sheriff’s Office is warning folks about a credit card 
skimming operation going on in Auburn. Deputies say that they have found 
several skimmers at numerous gas stations throughout the area. Multiple 
pumps had the skimmers embedded in them, so it was pretty much 
impossible to know what was happening. At this time, the Sheriff’s Office 
recommends monitoring your bank account and credit cards for 
unauthorized transactions. The suspects have been known to use the stolen 
credit card info to buy gift cards. If your card or statements have been 
affected, contact the sheriff’s office. To avoid skimmers, go inside and pay 
the cashier; and, better yet, use cash.

Seven people are displaced from their home following a Thanksgiving Day 
apartment fire in Fairfield. Flames broke out yesterday morning on Gregory 
Street. Firefighters were able to get it under control relatively quickly, but 
four units were destroyed. Investigators say the fire was accidental and 
caused by the soldering of pipes. Damage is estimated at 100-thousand 
dollars.

With Black Friday sales going on across the nation, the Regional Park 
District in the East Bay wants people to come visit their parks instead of 
shopping. District officials said on Thursday that they are waiving fees for 
activities at their parks during Black Friday in an effort to encourage people 
to spend the day outdoors. This has been a tradition for the East Bay 
Regional Park District. This is the fifth year in a row for the event called 
“Green Friday.”

Humane Society Silicon Valley is helping save animals across California 
thanks to a Petco grant. The organization got a grant from the Petco 
Foundation in September. They used the 61-thousand-dollar grant to buy a 
truck that helps re-home homeless dogs and cats awaiting adoption in 
shelters throughout California. It travels between northern and southern 
parts of the state, relieving shelters of dogs and cats that struggle to find a 
home.



Folks in the South Bay who are looking to adopt a pet are in luck. Humane 
Society Silicon Valley is launching its Home for the Holidays adoption 
program today in which any adult animal at its three locations has adoption 
fees of just twenty bucks. The program highlights animals that have been 
with the organization for a long time or have special needs. People can take 
advantage of the offer through January 5th.

Fire officials are warning folks to make sure your fireplaces are cleaned and 
inspected every year before firing them up in the winter. Several house fires 
this time of year are started after someone starts a fire without having their 
chimney cleaned and properly inspected.

A body was discovered Thursday night after a fire near Middletown. Fire 
crews received the call of a fire on Grange Road at around 6 pm, when they 
arrived, they found an RV engulfed in flames right beside the home. 
Unfortunately, the firefighters didn’t have any water supply. At 6:30, crews 
were able to search the RV finally and found the body. The fire was tapped 
out shortly before 6:40 pm. At this time, no information has been made 
available.

The two men charged with the murder of a Lucerne man made their first 
court appearance on Tuesday. 49-year-old Daniel Ford and 35-year-old 
Michael Shaffer who allegedly killed 70-year-old Nicky Smith last Saturday 
morning and left his body on the side of the road near Lakeport. Both men 
were arrested that evening and are facing numerous charges of murder 
committed during an attempted robbery, kidnapping, and carjacking. The 
Lake County News reports that District Attorney Susan Krones said that this 
wasn’t a random killing Smith had prior contact with both Ford and Shaffer. 
The two are at the Lake County Jail without bond.

Mendocino County Law enforcement arrested a man in connection to the 
hit-and-run death of a skateboarder back in July. 21-year-old Calum Pulido 
got hit by a car on Little Lake Road near the intersection of Highway 1 in 
Mendocino. According to the Press Democrat, 36-year-old Ricky Santos 
was arrested Wednesday and charged with being an accessory. Santos 
was the passenger in the car, CHP is still searching for the driver 41-year-
old Gina Bean.

The Kincade burn area is under a Flash Flood Watch with a storm expected 
to roll in sometime tomorrow, bringing heavy rains that could last until early 
Monday morning. That could trigger flash flooding in the northern Sonoma 
County-area that was scarred by wildfires back in October.

The Clearlake Police Department initiated ‘Operation Drive Safe,’ special 
enforcement that focused on traffic-related violations on Tuesday. Between 
8 am until 6 pm, regular patrol, including five additional officers, racked up a 
total of 74 traffic stops. Ten criminal, 27 moving, and 17 parking citations 
were issued and 11 arrests. Officials with the Clearlake PD want to make 
sure that local drivers and visitors from out of town get to their holiday 
destinations safely; plus, it makes Clearlake a cleaner, safer city.

The Ukiah Salvation Army needs Bell Ringers for its annual Red Kettle 
Campaign in Mendocino County. The posts set up this year in Ukaih will be 
at Safeway, Walmart, Lucky Supermarket, and Raley’s and in Willits (Will-
lets) at the Grocery Outlet. The money raised in Mendocino County stays in 
the county to help with a variety of programs ranging from food pantries, 
emergency food and housing services, seasonal fundraising, and so much 
more. Each volunteer session is two hours, and volunteers are protected 
from the elements throughout the time.
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The 12th annual “Wreaths Across America” commemoration in Lake County 
is Saturday, December 14th. Every year millions of Americans gather to 
remember the fallen and honor those who serve and teach the next 
generation about the value of freedom. The National Wreaths Across 
America Day event takes place in local and national cemeteries in all 50 
states. In Lake County, ceremonies are being held at Hartley, Kelseyville, 
Lower Lake, Middletown, St. Mary’s, and Upper Lake.

Rain wasn’t kind to those still living in temporary housing, more than a year 
after the Camp Fire.  The storm that barreled through with freezing 
temperatures and high winds in Butte County dropped snow last Tuesday. 
People living in trailers, cars or tents having to purchase generators to stay 
warm. Local reports that temporary housing continues for some who are 
back to their burned out lots because they have nowhere else to go. 
Officials in Paradise say there are about 500 living without permanent 
shelter after the fire and 150 or so have permits to live temporarily on their 
burned properties in Butte County. But there are more camping without 
permits too.

Adventist Health looks to be taking over Mendocino Coast District Hospital. 
An agreement has been approved by the board of directors for thirty years. 
There will be lease payments as part of an escrow account to get to about 
$25 million by 2024 for a seismic retrofit, or a new hospital. The Interim CEO 
for the hospital made the announcement, saying by getting the lease 
payments added to the deal, the hospital will have a good amount of money 
within ten years for the retrofit or a new hospital. Existing services will stay 
for at least two years and existing employment arrangements are staying in 
place for 90 days, then new contracts will be up for renegotiation next 
summer. The board was considering management of the hospital, but they 
needed further legal counsel on that part of the agreement.

A known gang member faces charges after a stop by Deputies turns up a 
gun. 18-year-old Daniel Ayala stopped early Sunday morning in Redwood 
Valley. Deputies recognized Ayala and found a loaded Smith & Wesson 
9mm handgun. He was on probation for prior weapons charge, so he was 
arrested on multiple charges, including the probation violation. He faces a 
possible felony charge for carrying a loaded firearm. He was booked into the 
Mendocino County Jail and held on $55,000 bail.

A man in Potter Valley’s been arrested on domestic violence charges. The 
Sheriff’s Dept. reports two people had an altercation, one had minor injuries. 
Several people apparently witnessed the fight between a man and woman, 
the woman with several injuries she says were caused by her boyfriend, 
Alfred Husary. Husary also had minor injuries on his face. Neither of them 
required medical attention at the scene for their injuries. Husary was 
arrested as the primary aggressor and charged with domestic violence 
battery and held on $25,000.00 bail.

A search is on at both the University of California and California State 
University systems for leaders. The two jobs open at the same time. The 
Press Democrat reports each of the university systems looking for leaders to 
take on admission demands, can increase student diversity, raise academic 
achievement, lower costs, secure stable sources of money and deal with 
challenging politics. The two positions announced after UC President Janet 
Napolitano and Cal State Chancellor Timothy P. White announced they 
would each be leaving by next summer. The Cal State system is the largest 
in the country with almost 500,000 students on 23 campuses. The UC 
system has about 280,000 students.



PG&E says their public safety power shutoffs were a success. The utility 
says while power was out in Red Flag warning weather, there were no 
damaging wildfires. But the company has not denied the possibility that a 
failed transmission line could have been the cause of the massive Kincade 
fire in Wine Country. There’s no official cause of the fire, but there was a 
report by PG&E about a problem at a transmission tower near where the fire 
started last month. The Press Democrat reports electricity was apparently 
still flowing thru less vulnerable transmission lines. In bankruptcy court, the 
utility company reported “no fatalities and no structures destroyed in any 
wildfire that may have been caused by PG&E distribution lines” in all of 
2019.

New rules being considered in Lakeport for wireless communications for 
small cell facilities. The City Council is considering new rules after a Federal 
Communications Commission ruling a year ago for smaller, tightly grouped 
together cell service facilities for “5G” cell service. So now the City of 
Lakeport has an urgency ordinance for basic guidelines to follow the new 
federally-backed “small cell” idea. The cell infrastructure could be grouped in 
with existing cell tower rules. The City Council is looking for comments from 
the public on the proposed ordinance.

Almost 4 dozen families got Thanksgiving dinner with all the trimmings 
thanks to the kindness of strangers. Clearlake United Methodist gave 47 
families a turkey and all the rest with donations from the city of Clearlake, 
Clearlake Police Association and Golden State Water Co. Lake Co News 
reports the city of Clearlake and Golden State Water Co. provided the 
turkeys and Clearlake Police got all the sides and pies. There were holiday 
services at the church yesterday with live music and video.

A stable real estate market in Lake County, according to the Lake County 
Association of Realtors. October numbers show a slight drop in both sales 
and prices compared to September., with sales also off by around 3 percent 
from last October. The median home price in the county is $269,000, up 
about $10,000 from last October. Association President Mary Benson tells 
the Lake County News that would be home buyers are finding it hard to get 
affordable insurance, so she says anyone looking at homes should factor 
that in as they peruse the market. Statewide figures show the median price 
for a new home in California is just over $600,000.

Lakeport police will be investigating how an empty abandoned vehicle 
ended up submerged in Clear Lake. A Facebook post from the Department 
of Public Works shows the vehicle being fished out of the water near the 
Third Street boat ramp in Library Park this morning, with an assist by a 
public works crew. So far, no word on who owns the SUV, or the 
circumstances surrounding its trip into the water.

Governor Gavin Newsom is off to Iowa to try to boost Senator Kamala 
Harris’ lagging presidential campaign. He has his work cut out for him 
though. Polls show the Senator well behind in the crowded Democratic field, 
with just over two months until the first caucuses and primaries.

Lots of communities are getting into the holiday spirit, with Christmas just 
over three weeks away. Among them, Kelseyville, where Main Street will 
come to light Friday evening starting at 5:30 with the 29th annual Christmas 
in the Country, featuring an 80 foot Christmas tree, wagon rides from a team 
of Belgian draft horses and the Christmas parade which steps off at 6:30. 
Santa will even find time in his packed schedule to be there too at 7:00.
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The recent rain has been good for the dry ground, and good for spawning 
salmon in the Eel River too, Kym Kemp.com reports observers are finding 
more fish making it upstream, with their trip made easier by the rising water 
levels. Still, the odds are against the salmon making it to their spawning 
grounds or for any of their spawn surviving to adulthood to complete the 
cycle.

No word still on how much it’s going to cost to repair the Konocti fire lookout 
tower. The tower taken out of service after a safety inspection in October. 
Then there were some estimates of between $10,000 and $50,000 to fix it, 
but apparently it could be even more. The Record Bee reports the regional 
director for the Forest Fire Lookout Association says they may need a new 
tower entirely. The tower was erected in 1957. Apparently the 50-plus foot 
tower’s cab is in disrepair. It was closed for about 12 years, then reopened 
in 2015 after the Valley Fire. Cal Fire owns the tower but is not planning to 
repair it. The newspaper reports volunteers are trying to raise funds to have 
the tower back in service by next fire season.

One man is dead and two people have been injured in a head on crash near 
Clearlake Oaks. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office reports Kenneth Kub 
Xiong (Shone) of Stockton was killed in the crash on Highway 20 near 
Walker Ridge Road Saturday afternoon. The CHP reports Xiong was driving 
at an unsafe speed when Nina Watanabe of Elk Grove was driving in the 
opposite lane and Xiong lost control crossed the double yellow lines and 
into Watanabe. All lanes of the highway were blocked for some time. 
Watanabe and her passenger both had major injuries and Xiong was killed. 
All of them had on seatbelts. Drugs and alcohol are not suspected as 
factors in the crash.

A man in Fort Bragg has been arrested for contributing to the delinquency of 
a minor… a second time. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept says they 
got a call to check on a young female and found that girl in the front 
passenger seat of a car being driven by Thomas Jordan Jacobs who had a 
restraining order against him. They say he wouldn’t stop and turned off 
Highway 1 and sped up, going faster than 100 MPH, so they stopped the 
chase. Later a car reported down an embankment found to be Jacobs car. 
Two female teens found in the car, uninjured. Jacobs was arrested for 
contempt of court since he was on pre-trial release for a different 
contributing to the delinquency of a minor case. He was held on $35,000.00 
bail.

California’s trying to get more primary care doctors in the state so students 
are being offered full-ride scholarships to medical schools if they’ll stay on. 
Plus doctors are being offered loan repayment programs to serve low-
income residents or work in underserved areas. This is because there’s a 
shortage of doctors expected over the next decade in Calif. There’s an 
expected shortage of about 4,000 doctors by 2030. It’s already an issue in 
rural and inner cities. This past summer the state reportedly offered more 
than 250 doctors loan repayment plans if they served at least 30% of Medi-
Cal patients.

Money’s being raised by the Mendocino Coast Children’s Fund for sleeping 
bags for kids in the winter. As of yesterday, they had raised more than 
$4,200 of their $5,200 goal. The sleeping bags for kids so they don’t get sick 
in the winter and need medicine and miss school. The Winter Warmth 
Sleeping Bag Project hands out as many as 245 sleeping bags to kids from 
the fundraiser. Local cops get involved too, giving the children the sleeping 
bags and helping them choose winter jackets.
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The California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress 
(CAASPP) test results have been released by the state.  They’re noted in 
four categories, Standards Not Met, Standards Nearly Met, Standards Met 
and Standards Exceeded. It’s for third to eighth and eleventh graders. In 
Lake County, Kelseyville Schools were up in English and at Konocti 
schools, they were up in English and math from a year ago. Lakeport was 
down in English and math, the superintendent says it was a tumultuous year 
with a lack of focus. And in Lucerne they were up in English and math. 
Middletown schools had slight gains and the same for Upper Lake in 
English, but they were off in math.

The state attorney general is suing the Neptune Society saying it kept about 
$100 million dollars instead of keeping it for folks who signed up for prepaid 
cremation service plans. So some customers didn’t get full refunds when 
canceling contracts. The lawsuit also claims others, who may want a refund, 
wouldn’t be able to get their money at all.  The lawsuit also claims the 
company said it was using its own crematoriums but actually they 
contracted out the business and accelerated payments when customers 
died.

California Senator Kamala Harris has ended her 2020 presidential 
campaign. Harris told supporters today she decided to quit after concluding 
she didn’t have the finances to go on. Harris was one of the first into the 
crowded field back in January, but her campaign never really caught on and 
had recently cut staff and advertising as donations dried up. Her exit comes 
just before the deadline to get on the March 3rd California primary ballot and 
scrambles the race for the state’s delegates to next summer’s nominating 
convention. Other Democrats still in the race were quick to praise Harris, 
saying her work will continue in the Senate. If she runs again for that job, 
she’d be up for re-election in 2022.

CHP says a woman wanted in connection with a deadly hit and run crash 
last summer in Mendocino has turned herself in. Officers say their 
investigation into the crash last July 18th that killed a skateboarder on 
Highway 1 led them to 41-year-old Gina Bean of Fort Bragg. Bean was 
booked into Mendocino County Jail on Monday. A second person, identified 
as 36-year-old Ricky Santos, was arrested last week and charged with 
conspiring with Bean to conceal and destroy evidence related to the case.

People from Lake County with medical needs now have more ways to get to 
and from doctors’ visits and other appointments in Santa Rosa. Lake Transit 
says it is adding more trips to its Medi-Links service, with those runs to 
Sonoma County now available 5 days a week. The rides will only run as 
needed and will pick up passengers and bring them back to the same 
location. People who use the service tell the Record-Bee that an expanded 
schedule will be a big help. There’s more information on the 
website lakelinks.org.

More options to be considered about separating thousands of acres of land 
from the Mendocino Coast Health Care District. The Mendocino Local 
Agency Formation Commission delaying whether the 35,000 acres of land 
should be separated after a petition from landowners. The land located at 
700 River Drive in Fort Bragg. There was supposed to be a public hearing 
Monday on the matter which was tabled until March. The Health Care 
District has been opposed to the change saying there wasn’t enough 
analysis done yet and they didn’t have enough time to go over staff reports.



A couple of giant oak trees in Ukiah falling into power lines, knocking it out 
for a few hundred. The trees on West Perkins Street fell Sunday. The Ukiah 
Electric Utility Department says the trees fell on electric and communication 
lines and 350 customers were in the dark, but most of them had their lights 
back on after one of the poles was replaced. The others were got their 
power back hours later.

A new report by state investigators says if PG&E would have paid more 
attention to their aging equipment, the Camp Fire could have been avoided. 
The Calif. Public Utilities Commission report shows there had not been an 
inspection by a PG&E crew in the area of ignition in 17 years. The 
investigation made public Monday also says a hook that had worn down 
could have been replaced, preventing the massive fire in the first place. The 
investigation also shows PG&E was routinely inadequate inspections and 
maintenance of transmission facilities. 85 people were killed and tens of 
thousands of homes were destroyed, including almost the entire town of 
Paradise in Butte County.

The State Controller has released the latest Government Compensation in 
California report. A website also includes self-reported salary data for K-12 
education employers in the state. There’s info on nearly 400,000 positions 
totally about $16.40 billion in wages for public school districts, charter 
schools, and county offices of education. Cities, counties, and special 
districts have to report salary and benefits to Calif.’s State Controller, but K-
12 school employers voluntarily report. In Lakeport, reports of about 9.7 
million in total wages and more than 3.5 million in retirement contributions, 
but that doesn’t include all schools.

This week has been declared Older Driver Safety Awareness Week. The California Highway Patrol working with the American Occupational Therapy Association to promote how important mobility and transportation are to make sure older adults are still active in the community, doing their shopping, working or volunteering. They can master all of that knowing they have transportation to get them places. So the CHP is offering a free, two-hour Age Well, Drive Smart course.  More info: www.chp.ca.gov/programs-services .

A man in Butte County’s been arrested after a months long child 
pornography investigation. The probe started in August, with officers ending 
up at a home in Chico, finding 69 year old Paul Vigil with more than 600 
images of kiddy porn. They served a search warrant finding child 
pornography on electronic devices they say were downloaded off the 
internet. Detectives asking anyone who may have information about the 
man to call the Butte County Sheriff’s Office.

A conservation group in the Bay Area is entering an agreement to buy Alder 
Creek. It’s the biggest privately owned giant sequoia forest. But Save the 
Redwoods League, a San Francisco non-profit agency needs another $3 
million dollars to close the deal before the end of the year. The 530-acre 
property is located in Tulare County about 10 miles south of Sequoia 
National Park. The money raised so far, about 12 million, has been donated 
from all 50 states and 19 countries. All of the gifts given on Giving Tuesday 
will be matched 2 to 1 by the Bently Foundation Challenge Grant.

http://www.chp.ca.gov/programs-services


An electrical engineering professor in Texas has reportedly designed a 
device he says can prevent a wildfire by first detecting power line problems 
before equipment failures. Texas A&M University Prof. B. Don Russell says 
he was working on the device to stop someone from being electrocuted by a 
downed live wire, but happened to find his diagnostic tool, the Distribution 
Fault Anticipation had another benefit. The equipment is now being tested 
by Pacific Gas & Electric Co. and Southern California Edison. The professor 
says it’s also being tested in New Zealand and Australia, where devastating 
wildfires have been burning this year. The tool works by detecting variations 
in electrical currents because of deteriorating conditions or equipment. It 
then notifies utility companies so a crew can be dispatched to repair the 
issue.

Cal Fire says it will be doing some controlled burning in the Ukiah Valley 
throughout the month. It’s part of the agency’s Priority Ukiah Fuels 
Reduction project and when the burns are going on, you may see some 
smoky conditions daily between 10:00 AM and 5:00 PM as conditions 
permit. The burn area will cover more than 26,000 acres in the State 
Response Area, including south of Lake Mendocino, in the communities of 
El Dorado, Vichy Springs, Talmage, Ukiah Valley, plus the Turtle Creek 
drainage and the base of Cow Mountain. Cal Fire says the project will 
protect more than 39,000 residences as part of a 214 million dollar plan 
approved by Governor Newsom to reduce burn risk in 35 places around the 
state. You can get more info on the Cal Fire Mendocino Unit social media 
pages and website.

Fort Bragg police say there is no new information about a man who has 
been missing since January. 53-year-old Duane Lawrence last spoke with 
his family on January 29th on his cell phone and told them he was at the 
Fort Bragg Dollar Tree, but since then, there has been no trace. His family 
did find his bike near the Paul Bunyan Thrift store on Main Street, and there 
is unconfirmed information that he may have been sleeping in some nearby 
dumpsters. His physical and mental health was also said to have been 
declining around the same time. Duane Lawrence is approximately 5’ 09” 
tall and he weighed about 180 pounds when he went missing. Duane has 
brown hair and blue eyes and had a full-beard before his disappearance. He 
also has a tattoo of a dragon near his right shoulder. If you have any 
information, you can contact the Fort Bragg PD. Any tips can be kept 
anonymous.

Officials in the Ukiah Unified School District say they served 1.1 million free 
meals at 17 different schools in the 2018-2019 school year and will probably 
top that this year. Food policy advocates say more than 2 million kids in the 
state are considered food insecure, something researchers believe leads to 
lower student performance and health and behavioral issues. State Senator 
Mike McGuire says that’s why he sponsored a bill in 2017 to allow more 
districts like Ukiah to provide those free meals and to take away the stigma 
that prevents students from accessing the food they deserve.

The weather is NOT cooperating, so Saturday’s Christmas At The Lake 
parade in Clear Lake has been canceled.
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An update to the General Plan for the Ukiah Paths, Open Space and Creeks 
Commission. The commission getting an update from city staffers today. 
The plan created more than 15 years ago. The Daily Journal reports the 
work will help prepare, evaluate and come up with a preferred policy and 
land use alternative that’ll be the backbone of the updated General Plan. 
There will be scenarios noted in the plan for vacant sites and redevelopment 
areas plus evaluations of any implications for each alternative. Anyone who 
didn’t go to the community workshop in September can still submit 
comments online at ukiah2040.com/participate. There’s a work party too this 
Saturday with the Ukiah Valley Trail Group along the Rail Trail at 9 AM. 
RSVP: 707-467-3220.

A man from Fort Bragg’s been arrested after his girlfriend says he assaulted 
her. Fort Bragg police say employees at Purity Market called to say there 
was a 17 year old girl hiding there and that her boyfriend was in the store 
too. Police say the girl had serious trauma and bruising on and around her 
face and fresh lacerations and minor stab wounds on different areas of her 
body. Her boyfriend’s identified as 19 year old Francisco Martinez-
Rodriguez. She says he also held her against her will several times over two 
weeks, repeatedly stabbing her and forcing her to cut herself too. He’s now 
booked on suspicion of committing torture, kidnapping, false imprisonment 
and domestic violence.

A planned Grocery Outlet in Hidden Valley Lake is being appealed after just 
being approved about a month ago. In October the Lake County Planning 
Commission approved the market as part of a major development. Then a 
group called Lake County Local appealed the commercial and residential 
development around Highway 29 and Hartmann Road. It will include an 
active senior village with retail and businesses. The appeal claiming there’s 
a revised environmental impact report which should have been drafted 
before the Valley Oaks Grocery Outlet project was approved because of 
major changes to the report since it was done in 2015.

The winter warming center has opened in Lakeport. At the beginning of the 
week, the Hope Harbor Warming Center opened for those needing a hot 
meal and safe place to spend the night. It holds up to 24 guests a night. The 
center funded by grants from Adventist Health Clear Lake, Sutter Lakeside 
Hospital and private donations. The funds will keep the shelter open 
weekdays until next March. The shelter coordinator says they’re there to 
provide a warm and safe place to sleep for unsheltered individuals during 
intemperate weather. He says they hope to make it physically and 
emotionally safe for all, regardless of race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, 
gender, gender identity or sexual orientation. The Warming Center is at the 
New Hope Fellowship Church, 305 Peckham Court in Lakeport.

A new report on kids in Lake County shows challenges ahead. Lake Co 
News reports the Lakeport City Council received the presentation led by 
First 5 Lake County Tuesday. The State of Our Children report gathered 
after ten months of research. The report includes the state of the opioid 
crisis and how that impacts kids. There’s been a rise in perinatal drug use 
and fetal alcohol and drug use exposure. It also shows low rates of women 
are going for prenatal care in their first trimester. The report also shows the 
amount of kids using drugs has spiked with usage the first time, dropping to 
the age of 8 years old. There’s also been a rise in teen pregnancies and 
young women not getting early care during their pregnancies.



A three year grant will help Lake Family Resource Center with a new 
campaign to be able to offer services and support for human trafficking 
victims. $550,000 from the Office for Victims of Crime, or OVC, an arm of 
the U.S. Department of Justice. OVC created to promote justice for crime 
victims. The Lake Family Resource Center Victim Services Program Director 
says getting the money will help them come up with more programs, more 
staff and more services. Starting in the New Year Lake Family Resource 
Center will use the money for human trafficking victims so there are better 
programs and to help educate the community so they can help victims.

Pacific Gas & Electric asking the judge in its federal bankruptcy case to say 
yes to an insurance settlement for victims of wildfires. Those opposed say 
the victims won’t get enough money, especially the uninsured and 
underinsured. The opposed also say it gives PG&E an unfair advantage to 
get support for its deeply flawed reorganization plan. The lawyer for the 
utility says the insurance settlement was the best way for all involved to be 
treated fairly. The insurance companies have a deadline of tomorrow to get 
court approval for the settlement. PG&E looking to make an all-cash 
payments to the insurers. But lawyers for about 70,000 victims say they may 
be forced to accept stock which could turn into a horrible investment.

North Bay residents may be getting a new psychiatric health care center 
after years of patients going to emergency rooms for help. The Press 
Democrat reports Memorial hospital’s ER is overcrowded and the director of 
nursing operations and emergency services says emergency departments 
are not the best place to care for those suffering acute psychiatric episodes. 
Kaiser Permanente, Sutter Santa Rosa Center and Memorial hospital have 
all donated about $210 thousand dollars for the first year of operating costs 
for a new psychiatric health center. The Sonoma County Board of 
Supervisors approved the donations to help Crestwood Behavioral bring a 
16-bed regional psychiatric health center. They’re currently searching for a 
site to hopefully open next fall.

First responders called out to a serious fire in Boonville this afternoon. 
Reports say the fire broke out in the 14000 block of Highway 128 around 
1:45 PM and spread to several buildings there. The Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s office says you can expect roads around that scene to be closed 
into the evening because of the fire department activity.

The state is slapping a ban on insurance company non-renewals of 
homeowner’s policies in areas at high risk for wildfires. Insurance 
Commissioner Ricardo Lara says that moratorium will be in effect for at least 
a year. He says it could mean relief for as many as 800,000 property 
owners, including many in Northern California, who were told they would no 
longer be covered once their current policy expires. Lara says more 
homeowners are being forced into the state’s high-risk pool, which was only 
intended to be a last resort for people who otherwise couldn’t get insurance. 
He is calling on insurance companies to work with state lawmakers to come 
up with a permanent solution.

Local and county governments can now apply for millions of dollars in state 
emergency aid for the homeless. Governor Newsom has appointed a former 
presidential advisor to oversee that multi-million dollar plan that was part of 
the 2019-2020 state budget. He says Matthew Dougherty is an expert on 
homelessness who worked in both the Obama and Trump administrations. 
County leaders tell the Lake County News that they are just finding out 
about the help and will look into it to see if anything is available for Lake 
County communities
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The lights will be bright in Upper Lake on Saturday evening for the 
community’s annual Holiday Light Parade. The theme of the downtown 
event this year is the 12 Days of Christmas. In addition to the parade, 
groups from some Upper Lake Schools will be there selling hot cocoa, hot 
cider, and school-related merchandise. The festivities start at 6:00 with the 
parade marching off at 6:30.

A drug store robber gets out of prison time. The Mendocino County D-A 
reports one of three robbers from Sacramento who swiped more than 
$30,000 in drugs during a robbery at a Rite Aid in Willits, 19 year old Eural 
Strickland IV, instead gets probation. After the probation department and 
prosecutors referred him for prison time, the judge cited his age, and not 
fully formed brain. He already had a 90 day diagnostic study, now Strickland 
will be referred back to the probation department for recommendations for 
probation which he will hear at a future court hearing. The DA says the 
sentencing decision sends the wrong message to local criminals and others 
from out of the area, that they can commit violent crimes in Mendocino 
County and avoid prison time if they’re relatively young.

A man from Ukiah convicted of murdering another transient gets prison time. 
The Mendocino County D-A’s Facebook page with the story of 23 year old 
transient, Isaiah Bennett who was convicted in October for causing the 
untimely death of the victim, kicking him in the face causing traumatic and 
fatal injuries. Bennett was sentenced to the maximum of 8 years in state 
prison and will be required to serve at least 85% of the overall term. It’s his 
first time in state prison, the DA says, but not his first prison stay. He served 
44-months previously for second degree burglary and statutory rape.

Power generators rented by the City of Ukiah after Pacific Gas and Electric 
announced power downs in fire weather conditions may be purchased in the 
future. The generators had to be rented to keep the city’s sewer and water 
system online during the Public Safety Power Shutoffs. The Daily Journal 
reports one of the generators is about $200,000 for purchase. A city public 
works management analyst says the city council may revisit the matter in 
the spring with a decision to purchase instead of rent so there’s no worry to 
keep sewage flowing thru the pipes, instead of backing up in people’s 
homes.

The Sheriff is handing out commendations to a fire crew in Humboldt 
County for helping during fire season in Mendocino County. Sheriff Allman 
in a small ceremony Tuesday at the Cal Fire Humboldt- Del Norte Unit in 
Fortuna bestowed the honor on a team of 4, telling them they were in the 
right spot and the right time, doing the right thing. The group, Cal Fire 
apparatus engineer Jesus Valdovinos, and Cal Fire firefighters Bobby Gray, 
Kianna Norman, and Peter Hewson for their work in October on Highway 
20, about six miles east of the 101 in Mendocino County where a spot fire 
broke out as part of the Burris Fire in Potter Valley.

A late fall fire breaks out in Boonville taking three businesses and 
threatening homes. Firefighters on the scene yesterday afternoon after the 
fire broke out at an apartment complex in the 14000 block of Highway 128. 
The Pic-N-Pay Market, a Mexican restaurant and laundromat all reportedly 
burned in the fire. The highway was closed down as firefighters descended 
on the area just before 2 pm yesterday. No injuries were reported. 
Firefighters on the scene until after dark last night.



A plan to take over PG&E is taking shape. As many as 100 leaders in 
California working on a proposal include mayors of San Jose, Oakland and 
Santa Cruz putting the framework together including making the utility a 
nonprofit cooperative that will have to raise about $60 billion to pay creditors 
and wildfire victims. The mayor of San Jose says that will allow them to be 
transparent, accountable, and equitable. Mayor Sam Liccardo apparently 
the brains behind the plan announced in a letter to the California Public 
Utilities Commission last month after public safety power shutoffs in red flag 
weather conditions. The electric cooperative would be owned by its 
customers who get to elect the board of directors. If it goes thru, they would 
take control of PG& E and its transmission system with a new governing 
body.

A rule finalized by the federal government to cut food stamps to nearly 
700,000 Americans will hit Calif. The USDA says it’ll save the agency $5.5 
billion over five years and intends to put the rule into effect in April 2020. It 
will impact almost 200,000 Californians. Current law says healthy adults 
without dependents who work less than 80 hours a month or are 
participating in a training or volunteering activity gets three months of food 
stamps every three years. Those can be waived by states and counties at 
will. The Press Democrat reports the California Association of Food Banks 
estimates as many as 700,000 Californians will be affected.

The city of Clearlake continues cleaning up blight. The police department’s 
Code Enforcement Bureau heads out for cleanup and board ups as the 
weather clears. On Redwood Street, they reportedly found a property owner 
had passed away years ago, so squatters and trespassers were in the 
home since then. Police say homes like this can be taken over and can be 
the site of criminal activities or illegal drug use. There are about 10 
properties that are on an abatement list for the city, but because of weather, 
they’ve not been able to complete them.

The federal government setting aside more than 2 billion dollars in disaster 
recovery for places like Lake and Butte County to recover from devastating 
wildfires. Lake Co News reports the money for declared disasters including 
the Sulphur fire and Mendocino complex in Lake County. The HUD 
secretary Ben Carson says the grants will help the communities continue 
their recovery process including the rebuilding of homes, restoration of 
businesses and repairing of critical infrastructure. The money for fires 
between Oct. 8th to the 31st of 2017, in Butte, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, 
Nevada, Orange, Sonoma and Yuba counties.

Debris flows in areas scarred by wildfires could pose a problem over the 
weekend, with heavy rain expected. The National Weather Service says 
people should stay alert and be prepared to evacuate quickly if they are told 
to.

Cal Fire says heroic actions from a fire captain trapped in the flames at the 
heart of the Kincaid Fire in October saved lives. A new report from the 
agency says the fire captain got trapped in the fire when the wind shifted 
October 25th in the Gurneyville area. He was able to set up his own fire 
shelter, but as he did he saw two civilians who were also trapped. He then 
got them into the shelter, where they all waited amid the intense flames and 
heat until backup could get in for a rescue. Cal Fire says had the captain not 
stepped in, the civilians could have died.
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A new study says California’s strict gun control laws are not keeping people 
here from owning guns, Results of a wide-ranging survey in the Medical 
Journal “Injury Prevention” show 1 in 7 Californian owns at least one gun. 
The average owner has 5. The study’s authors say a deep dive into their 
research suggests a shift from the number of people who use guns to hunt 
to those who carry guns for protection. They argue gun-control advocates 
need to address that to be effective.

Those behind a failed attempt to get rent control passed by California voters 
last year are ready to try again in 2020. A group called Housing Is A Human 
Right says it has gathered more than a million signatures from voters who 
support putting rent control back on the ballot. Members say the initiative 
stands a better chance now because it’s been rewritten to address some of 
the concerns that came up before. Opponents are already mobilizing for a 
fight. The head of the California Rental Housing Association says any rent 
control, no matter how it is worded, would only make the state’s housing 
affordability problem worse.

You may see some smoke visible as Cal Fire starts burning slash piles. To 
keep catastrophic fires at bay, Cal Fire is burning debris piles and other 
vegetation this month. The burning starts in the morning around 10 and 
continues thru 5 pm daily. This is the third in a series for the Ukiah Fuels 
Reduction Project, a joint effort by Cal Fire, the city of Ukiah and Mendocino 
County. They started the project last winter. This phase is for controlled 
burning of fuel, with piles of vegetation, and broadcast burning of larger 
areas to strategically reduce fuel loads. As we reported it’s part of a larger 
plan by the Governor to reduce fuels and improve forest health across the 
state.

Willits Unified Schools may be getting a facelift. After the School District’s 
board of trustees approved an election to authorize $17 million in bonds to 
pay for the work over nine years. The money raised will help fix old 
classrooms and school facilities; fix roofs, plumbing, heating/ cooling and 
electric systems; and upgrade, acquire, construct and equip classrooms, 
labs and facilities. The schools superintendent supporting the vote telling 
the board it’s been about ten years since the last time they tried for repairs. 
The bonds would be sold every two or three years in increments of about $4 
million.

A man from Southern California has been arrested for having guns. It was 
during a routine traffic stop that a deputy noticed an empty gun holster in the 
front seat of the car, and the driver’s belt. The deputy found a fully loaded 
handgun with the driver Luis Parra of Santa Clarita. He told the deputy he 
was headed to work, guarding marijuana grows, but did not have supporting 
documentation, a concealed weapon permit or other items to prove what he 
was saying. Plus his driver’s license was suspended and there was no 
required interlock device after a DUI conviction. He was then arrested on 
several charges including suspicion of illegal possession of a firearm and 
ammunition, carrying a loaded firearm in a public place and violating 
probation.



Lake County excluded from the Two-Basin Partnership regarding the future 
of the Potter Valley Project. The Record Bee reports PG&E deciding to give 
up the sale of the project as they claimed bankruptcy almost a year ago. As 
you may know the Potter Valley Project diverts water from the Eel River to 
the Russian River thru the Scott Dam, forming Lake Pillsbury and thru the 
Cape Horn Dam, forming Lake Van Arsdale in Mendocino County. The 
diverted water and electricity formed from the project have left some 
residents in limbo. A coalition of Humboldt County, Sonoma Water, the 
Mendocino Inland Water and Power Commission, environmental nonprofit 
California Trout and the Round Valley Indian Tribes approved for a 
feasibility study.  Lake County tried to get in and was denied because no 
more members were being added for “expediency” reasons.

A settlement agreement has been reached by PG&E Corp with claimants 
who sued after the 2017 Northern California Wildfires and 2018 Camp fire. 
The agreement reached Friday night said to be worth about $13.5 billion. 
Lake Co News reports the settlement will reportedly resolve all claims from 
the fires, including the 2017 Tubbs fire, a 2015 Butte fire and 2016 Ghost 
Ship fire in Oakland, but PG&E is apparently not admitting any fault for 
either the Tubbs fire or Ghost Ship fire. It’s still not a done deal yet. The 
bankruptcy court has to give it a thumbs up. The CEO of the utility company 
says it’s been their primary goal to get wildfire victims fairly compensated. 
It’s one of several settlements with PG&E for wildfires. Another for $1 billion 
for cities, counties and other public entities and one for $11 billion 
agreement with insurance companies and other entities for the 2017 and 
2018 wildfires. PG&E looking to finalize all of the settlements so they can 
emerge out of bankruptcy by next June.

A cancellation announced for the Upper Lake Holiday Light Parade. The 
Northshore Business Association announced the parade was cancelled 
because of severe weather. An email went out on the cancellation too, but it 
wasn’t clear if the entire event was canceled or not. Besides the parade, 
there’s music, caroling, a visit by Santa, and a tree lighting ceremony.

A high school music teacher in Kelseyville has been arrested for 
inappropriate behavior with a female student. Cory Cunningham, a teacher 
at Kelseyville High, was arrested Friday night. The school district says it’s 
also investigating internally, but they haven’t said anymore about the case. 
The Sheriff’s Dept. reported arresting a teacher for possibly having an 
inappropriate relationship with a 17-year-old female student. He apparently 
admitted the relationship. He was charged with sending lewd material to a 
minor, genital penetration by a foreign object, annoying or molesting a child, 
willful cruelty to a child, and destroying or concealing evidence. He was 
booked into jail on $75,000 and his arraignment’s set for tomorrow. He’s 
also on administrative leave from the school. He’s also reportedly married to 
the niece of the school district Superintendent.

PG&E is reportedly flying a special helicopter over distribution lines in the 
Brooktrails community to clean up trees near transmission lines. The 
helicopter saw, a chopper carrying circular saws trims tops and sides of 
trees near high voltage transmission and distribution lines. They reportedly 
do the work in remote areas to prevent power outages and increase public 
safety. The work today on Buckeye Road and tomorrow on Ridge Road, 
both days between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. The utility company says it’s all 
part of their enhanced vegetation management program to remove or prune 
about 1.4 million trees a year.



A man from Ukiah’s been arrested after a traffic stop when he gave a phony 
name and the arresting officer knew other guy. The Sheriff’s office reports 
Armando Alvarez was pulled over last Wednesday for a vehicle code 
violation. Four people in the car, the driver giving a fake name, but since the 
deputies knew that person they became suspicious. They also saw the 
driver was wearing body armor and while trying to arrest the driver, he took 
off running. There was a short foot chase and Alvarez was arrested and 
charged with several crimes including resisting or threatening officer, falsely 
impersonates another, probation revoked and driving with a suspended or 
revoked license. He was held on $15,000.00 bail.

A man from Ukiah’s been arrested after making threats and waving a knife 
around. Police say John Sullivan told them he was a federal agent so 
Deputies pat searched him and found three knives on him, so he was 
detained. A woman at the home says he was her estranged husband and 
sent her several text messages which made her fear for her safety. There 
were also two boys in the home with her, a 7 and 10 year old. They also 
said there were text messages sent. Security videos apparently 
corroborated allegations, so Sullivan was arrested and held on $20,000.00 
bail.

A woman in Ukiah’s been arrested after an argument between her and a 
man in Redwood Valley. Deputies say when they arrived they spoke to a 
couple and found Kelsey Pierce was dating the adult male at the house, but 
lost his phone there. When they went looking for the phone, they got into a 
fight and Pierce hit the man who had visible facial injuries. Plus his car was 
reportedly damaged too. Pierce was arrested for domestic violence battery 
and held on $25,000.00 bail.

A man from Bakersfield busted in Ukiah for driving erratically. Eric Guyton 
telling a deputy he was driving home from Oregon, and the deputy saw 
some marijuana in plain sight and found the guy had a suspended driver’s 
license. During a pat search, Guyton was found with an orange flare gun 
and three live 12 gauge flare rounds. He was found to be on probation and 
not allowed to possess firearms or ammunition. So he was arrested for felon 
possess firearm and felon possess ammunition. He also had a bunch of 
credit cards and id’s on him that were not his, so more charges could be 
coming. For now he’s held on $25,000.00 bail.

Crazy weather Thanksgiving-week thanks to the “bomb cyclone”. It brought 
a 75 foot wave to Cape Mendocino. The Press Democrat reports the wave 
on November 26th, a couple days before the holiday, there were also 
smaller, giant waves, one at about 37 feet and yet another of 43. The waves 
because of the weather event also known as a Bombogenesis when a cold 
air mass crashes into a warm air mass with a low pressure system. The 
lower the atmospheric pressure, the more intense the storm. Parts of I-5 
were closed, you may recall if you wanted to travel that week. There were 
winds recorded in Oregon of up to 106 mph that afternoon and in Crescent 
City of almost 70 mph.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors considering how to restructure the 
Registrar of Voters Office after losing another manager there. Lake Co 
News reports on tomorrow’s board agenda, an untimed item about the 
options being looked at for leadership and structuring the Registrar of 
Voters Office after Registrar Catherine McMullen resigned after only about 
five months on the job. The news site reports the board’s looking at keeping 
the elections office as a standalone department or maybe merging it with 
another department. Right now the Auditor-Controller/County Clerk Cathy 
Saderlund is the interim registrar. There will also be closed door session 
interviews for new registrar of voters candidates, including some who can 
possibly take over as the interim registrar too.
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Valley fever’s not going away… Lake Co News reporting the state 
Department of Public Health working with local health departments to 
remind the public and health care providers the disease usually peaks in the 
fall. There’s been a steady climb in California cases since 2014. More than 
7,500 reported Valley fever cases in 2018 and numbers not confirmed yet 
for this year, but they’re still up there. The news site reports as of mid-
November, more than 7,000 likely cases had been recorded. You can 
become exposed by breathing in dirt or dust where the disease is common. 
The illness spreads by breathing spores of a fungus growing in certain 
regions of the state. It can infect lungs and cause respiratory issues like a 
cough, chest pain and fatigue and can come with fever.

The annual Wreaths Across America in Lake County in honor of fallen 
veterans is happening this weekend. The event Saturday to remember the 
fallen, honor those who serve and their families, and teach our children the 
value of freedom. The event starts at 8:50 and is taking place at Hartley, 
Kelseyville, Upper Lake, Lower Lake, Middletown and St. Mary’s 
cemeteries. Lake Co News reports it’s to honor veterans during the holiday 
season featuring youth organizations and veteran organizations. They will 
place seven ceremonial wreaths for each soldier, sailor, airman, and marine 
who has served

The last meeting of the year for the Middletown Area Town Hall is set. On 
Thursday evening at 7 they’ll discuss the Guenoc (Gwen-ock) Valley 
development, homeless people loitering in community park and becoming a 
Firewise community. Lake Co News reports Middletown would be the first 
Firewise community, if it’s approved. The group to also get an update from 
District 1 Supervisor Moke Simon. As you may know MATH, like other Lake 
County cities is its own advisory council for residents. It covers Anderson 
Springs, Cobb, Coyote Valley (including Hidden Valley Lake), Long Valley 
and Middletown.

The annual burn ban has been lifted as weather conditions permit in Lake 
County. You still need a burn permit for any outdoor burning though. You 
can pick up a permit at any fire department. You’ll need a smoke 
management plan though for more than a one day burn, for standing 
vegetation burns, whole trees or vine removals of more than an acre, burns 
over 20 acres, and others that could create a lot of smoke. The plans are 
available at the Lake County Air Quality Management District office. There’s 
also a debris pickup or composting available thru the County.

A fire burns a home in Ukiah after flames break out in the crawl space. 
Nobody was in the home in the 600 block of Grove Avenue because of a 
basketball game happening at the time at nearby Pomolita Middle School. 
An off duty fire captain happened to be there and evacuated those in the 
home. Apparently there were people living illegally in the home’s crawl 
space. The fire starting on top of a plastic ice chest. Those inside tried using 
water on the fire and apparently kept it from spreading, but it did get to 
some support beams first. Fire officials say the fire damaged some of the 
electrical system in the house, which wasn’t up to code either, calling it a 
public safety risk. All electricity to the home was shut down. No injuries were 
reported.

Cannabis already making a mark in Humboldt County… now that it’s 
legalized some residents are looking at ways to market the industry, much 
like the wine industry. A committee’s been formed to promote cannabis, as 
part of Project Trellis, an investment into the county from cannabis tax 
revenue from the legal marijuana market. The county’s economic 
development officer says the ad hoc committee will be tasked with receiving, 
reviewing and ranking marketing proposals to help staff choose who to work 
with.



Another Empire actor in trouble with the law. This time it’s Actress Amanda 
Detmer who was arrested in Chico for a DUI and hit and run. Police say 
Detmer, who lives in Chico, was arrested after her car hit a utility pole. 
Whoever called it in says Detmer then drove away. A Chico police officer 
randomly stopped her car, seeing major front end damage. She was 
arrested after the stop. It comes after one of the other actors in the show 
Jessie Smollett was arrested for supposedly faking he was mugged in 
Chicago. He was fired from the show afterwards.

The mayor of Chico calling for help this winter with more warming shelters. 
A special meeting’s been called on the topic after the mayor and a couple of 
city councilmembers said there was a need for more warming shelters. They 
area also looking to change rules around when a warming shelter can be 
set up and where they can be located. They also say they want it to move 
more quickly thru the process, and cut some of the red tape. Right now the 
city has a contract with the Jesus Center if weather is forecasted for three 
days or more to be below freezing. Another shelter is opening December 
22nd though, but the city doesn’t pay for it.  The special City Council 
meeting tonight at 5:30 p.m. in Chico City Council Chambers.

A joint meeting of the governments of Lakeport, Clearlake and Lake County 
to lay out the plan for economic development. The Record Bee reports an 
economic adviser introduced the Lake County Economic Development 
Strategy in December 2018 for yearly goals. It included broadband 
infrastructure. The latest report was released last month saying the current 
broadband still needs improvement. The reports lead author laid out ways to 
expand broadband for rural areas, adding that thousands of Lake County 
residents don’t have access to broadband. Besides that, they discussed 
 improving the Lampson Field airport and putting buildings online where 
interested businesses could view to rent or buy.

A group against a new law in Calif. to punish doctors who write phony 
medical exemptions for vaccinations have dropped their fight. The group 
was interested in getting a couple of ballot measures in before the New 
Year. Now it’s on hold because they didn’t turn in the needed 600,000 
signatures before Monday’s deadline. The Freedom Angels Foundation 
commented the introduction to their measure was grossly misleading and 
would have made it too difficult to explain the “egregious nature of these 
laws.” They’re referring to a new state law allowing state public health 
officials to investigate doctors who grant more than five medical exemptions 
in one year and to look into schools who have vaccination rates of less than 
95%.

Firefighting overtime costs thru the roof in Calif. Overtime recorded at 65% 
more than any time over the last decade. The report shows overtime wages 
cost the state as much as $5 billion. That has firefighters at the top of the list 
of the highest paid workers in state government. There was only one fire 
official in the $300,000 a year salary range eight years ago, but as of last 
year, there were more than 200 salaries above that amount. But fire 
commanders and other fire experts say it’s still cheaper than hiring more 
firefighters. The report by the Los Angeles Times who poured over ten years 
of records. It also showed Cal Fire’s expenses were up 142% during the 
same time period.
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A burglary at the Hopland Post Office and police are on the lookout for two 
men. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports the burglary happened 
Sunday morning, witnesses seeing a grey sedan outside the building before 
8 am. Deputies say there may have been packages and postal process 
equipment taken. U.S. Postal Inspectors are investigating along with police. 
The Postal Inspection Service says they can’t confirm whether or not 
packages were stolen, but postal equipment was. They’re asking customers 
who may be missing something they were expecting to report it. They’re 
also offering a reward of up $10,000 to anyone with information leading to 
the arrest and conviction of whoever was responsible.

A former Ukiah city manager is applying for a seat on the Ukiah Valley 
Sanitation District board of directors. Former City Manager Candace Horsley 
says she’s a customer so she has a vested interest in the district. She’s 
running for Andrea Reed’s seat, who resigned at the end of October. She 
gave her experience in a letter of interest for the position, saying she has 
experience working for the city, but she can remain neutral and work for the 
betterment of the Sanitation District. The board discussed the departure of 
Reed at their last meeting, who had reportedly said she was bullied and that 
was the reason she was leaving. The board is meeting tonight, no word if 
they’ll take up the matter again and discuss Horsley’s application.

PG&E will be taking their helicopter saw out again to trim trees after being 
sidelined by fog. The helicopter with hanging circular saws was supposed to 
fly in the Brooktrails community outside Willits through Thursday but had to 
stay down due to weather. They’re working on trimming treetops and the 
sides of trees near high voltage transmission and distribution lines for 
prevent fires and future power outages. The heli-saws to fly around Goose 
Road, Buckeye Road and Ridge Road.

A man in Fort Bragg’s arrested after a traffic stop turns up heroin. 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Deputies stopped a car, then found passenger 
Clinton Sallee in the car who they knew was on probation with a search 
condition. When searching him and the car where he was seated, deputies 
say they found items in his backpack associated with the use of drugs, and 
heroin. He was arrested for violating his probation, possessing heroin and 
drug paraphernalia and held on no bail.

A couple of men accused in the murder of another man in Lucerne last 
month entered no pleas in court, they’ve yet to retain counsel. Michael 
Shaffer and Daniel Ford are accused of killing Nicky Smith, whose body was 
found Thanksgiving week off Scotts Valley Road. The two suspects were 
arrested the same day at Running Creek Casino in Upper Lake. The men 
showed up with lawyers but apparently they were not formally hired and 
apparently the prosecutor in the case may also change. The two are due 
back in court after the new year as the sheriff’s office continues its 
investigation into Smith’s murder. Smith’s car was still missing too.

A bunch of boulders set in place along the Russian River near Geyserville to 
stop erosion. The Press Democrat reports around 400 Alexander Valley 
residents could become isolated in the area if the erosion is allowed to take 
hold on the riverbank. The giant rocks placed by Sonoma County on River 
Road about a mile north of Highway 128. The board of supervisors 
approved the $200,000 project as a stop gap emergency repair back in 
February after a massive downpour. There are about 100 homes on the 
dead-end road and no other way in or out of the area for fire or emergency 
crews. There’s a permanent fix in the works including placing more rocks, 
willow trees and other features to hopefully slow the river, create fish habitat 
and protect the bank.



Neighbors banding together to help those affected by the recent fire that 
broke out at some homes and businesses in Boonville. The fire last week 
closed Highway 128 for several hours as firefighters took down the fire that 
tore thru three businesses in Anderson Valley. “The Boonville Fire Fund” 
has since been established and operated by the Community Foundation of 
Mendocino. There is also a GoFundMe set up to raise money for the 
families who were displaced, already raising more than $8,500 by Monday. 
The fire last Thursday started next door to the Anderson Valley Market and 
took down three homes, Lizzby’s Mexican Restaurant and the Pic ‘N Pay 
Market.

Dates set for the Crab Fishery by the state Dept. of Fish and Wildlife. The 
agency says the Sonoma County area and south of it had their fishery 
opening delayed, the starting date now this Sunday. That was to avoid 
marine life entanglements. So the Dungeness Crab Fishing Gear Working 
Group got together Dec. 4th reviewing newer info and decided the fishery 
could open Dec. 15th. The Working Group will continue to work with the 
state agency reviewing scientific information and to help minimize the risk of 
whale and sea turtle entanglements, they say, while maximizing fishing 
opportunity.

About 1,400 unionized workers in Mendocino County have a new contract. 
The Ukiah Daily Journal reports that the county board has approved the 
agreement with members of SEIU local 2015, who provide long term care 
for county residents. The deal runs until the end of 2022. It calls for an 
hourly wage eventually reaching $16.00 an hour by the end of the contract, 
plus more money for training. Funding will come from future county general 
fund budgets.

The Chief Administrator of the Mendocino Coast Recreation and Park 
District in Fort Bragg is one of five finalists for a similar job in North Dakota. 
The Park District in Fargo, North Dakota says Dan Keyes has made the final 
cut to be its next Executive Director. According to an online biography from 
the department in Fargo, Keyes has a 30-year career in the recreation field, 
and before coming to Mendocino County worked in several other western 
states. There’s no word when Fargo will make a choice.

There’s a new leader for the state’s largest health care provider. Greg 
Adams will be the Chairman and CEO of Kaiser Permanente, replacing 
former boss Bernard Tyson, who died suddenly last month. The health care 
system appointed Adams on an interim basis after Tyson died.

The California Attorney General’s office is asking for records from several 
Roman Catholic dioceses as it looks for more information about allegations 
of abuse by clergy members. The diocese of Sacramento and the 
Archdiocese of San Francisco among those getting subpoenas for 
documents such as medical records and other private information. Groups 
representing abuse survivors say that information could shed light on the 
church’s role in potentially covering up those

allegations, some of which go back several years. They hope a grand jury 
will eventually hear testimony and forward its findings for trial. Church 
leaders say they’ll hand over whatever the law allows.
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The Mendocino County Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder Registrar of 
Voters office has sent out postcards for those who have registered with No 
Party Preference. The Registrar of Voters office says those with No Party 
Preference or Permanent Vote By Mail Voters will not have a polling place 
to go to in the Presidential Primary Election March 3rd. You will instead get 
the ballot in the mail, and heads up, if you don’t return your preference card 
back to the Registrar by their deadline, you won’t get Presidential 
candidates on your mail in ballot. The three political parties, Democratic, 
Libertarian and Independent are allowing No Party Preference voters to vote 
in the Primary if they return the postcard before December 27th, but the 
Green, Peace and Freedom, or Republican Parties require No Party 
Preference voters to re-register. The last day to re-register to vote is 
February 17, 2020.

www.howtovoteforpresident.sos.ca.gov or call the Secretary of State’s voter hotline at (800)345-VOTE (8683).

Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman has announced his retirement. It 
somehow leaked out a day before he was going to formally announce his 
last day, which will be Saturday, December 28th. Allman says it’s a decision 
he made for various reason, and he says, most importantly there is a very 
good undersheriff in place in Matt Kendall, who Allman says is ready to take 
over. Allman has been working in law enforcement since 1985 and has 
been sheriff the last 13 years. His public letter thanking the men and women 
in his department and says he’s not moving away and will keep working on 
improving mental health services in the county.

A bank robber busted for crimes in Sonoma County now corralled for a 
Mendocino County bank robbery. Ryan Strickland, formerly of Ukiah, in 
court yesterday entering a no contest plea. He’s accused for the August 
2018 robbery of a Chase Bank in Ukiah. He was found guilty already for a 
Sonoma County robbery this past July. He got the maximum amount of time 
in prison allowed, about 7.5 years. But there’s only 12 more months allowed 
if he’s convicted of the Ukiah robbery, because of limitations in California’s 
felony sentencing rules. He could also end up spending 85% of the total 
time in prison for work or good time credits.

A contract has finally been approved between Mendocino County and the 
SEIU Union, Local 2015. The Board of Supervisors unanimously approved 
the deal with In Home Social Support (IHSS) workers, of which there are as 
many as 1,400 members working with the disabled and elderly. The 
agreement dated December 10th will be in force until the end of 2022. The 
workers will get a dollar more than the state’s minimum wage, that being 
$14 an hour in January, then $15 an hour in 2021 and $16 an hour in 
January 2022. The union is also getting $5,000 a year for training 
employees. The union had been lobbying for more money at Supervisor 
meetings and during contract negotiations for months.

Looking for something to do with family and friends this Christmas… you 
can make your own seasonal wreath out of materials collected from the UC 
Hopland Research and Extension Center. Those attending this Saturday get 
to make a wreath with the guidance of a master gardener coordinator from 
the Center. Gabriele O’Neill says a lot of their native plants have beautiful 
seasonal foliage, including California Holly and Christmas Berry. She says 
they’ll teach all about the native species as participants work on their wreath 
bases. They’ll also be providing hot apple cider and gingerbread. The 
workshop from 10 a.m.- noon costs $25 a person covering the cost of 
materials.

http://www.howtovoteforpresident.sos.ca.gov/
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The Gov. and First Partner at the Calif. Museum inducting a class into the 
California Hall of Fame. Some of those inducted Tuesday night at the state 
Capitol include writer, poet, performer and teacher Dr. Maya Angelou; actor, 
model, singer, songwriter, television personality and author RuPaul; 
skateboarder, entrepreneur and philanthropist Tony Hawk; actor and 
comedian George Lopez and chef, restaurateur and entrepreneur Wolfgang 
Puck.

The federal government looking for a large chunk of money out of the PG&E 
deal with wildfire victims to settle their claims in the company’s chapter 11 
bankruptcy. FEMA wants $4 billion dollars from PG&E for work clearing 
debris from homes and businesses that burned in the many fires the utility 
company is blamed for in 2017 in the North Bay and the 2018 Camp fire in 
Butte County. The money would be pulled out of the $13.5 billion dollars the 
utility company has set aside to pay wildfire claims. But attorneys for the 
wildfire survivors are against FEMA’s request in court, saying the federal 
agency trying to get money goes against the mission of FEMA to help 
disaster victims.

PG&E crews spent part of their day dealing with a power outage in the 
Laytonville area. The Mendocino Voice reports at one point this morning, 
about 3,000 homes were out, but that most were expected to be back on by 
the end of the day. That outage apparently caused by the continuing wind 
and rain. The PG&E outage map web page has the latest information about 
the problem.

There’s a revision to a blockbuster deal set to shake up the wine industry. 
Constellation Brands and E.J. Gallo say they have revised the terms of their 
merger agreement to satisfy anti-trust concerns. That merger is now valued 
at 1.1 billion dollars, down from the initial value of 1.7 billion after 
Constellation says it will hang on to its sparkling wine, brandy, concentrate, 
and dessert wine lines, instead of selling them to Gallo. The two companies 
hope the changes will lead to a final deal by March 1st.

The Lake Ministerial Association says its warming center is available for 
homeless people who want to come in from the cold. The association says it 
has room for 24 people on a first-come, first-served basis Monday through 
Friday evenings. Those in need can check in between 5:30 and 6:00 at the 
bus stop in front of the old Natural High School. People who are intoxicated 
or aggressive won’t get a bus pass or be allowed in and all of those who 
stay the night will have to sign an agreement governing their conduct.

The mayor and vice mayor in Willits will continue another year. The Willits 
City Council voted to continue mayor Gerardo Gonzalez and vice mayor 
Larry Stranske until 2021. The council also held a public hearing at the 
same meeting on preparing a Groundwater Management Plan for the Little 
Lake Basin. It was a unanimous vote for the resolution to have a consultant 
draft plans. Then there was a public hearing on the General Plan Housing 
Element after some tweaks suggested by the Community Development 
Director. Now the planning department can start to develop plans for new 
housing.



A feasibility study is planned after locations were identified for mental health 
facilities. This is part of the requirement for a Measure B funded psychiatric 
health facility, crisis stabilization unit, and crisis residential structure. The 
Mendocino County Executive Office will do the work on the plan which 
outlines finances and shows how much the County can afford. About $2 
million comes in each year thanks to Measure B. But the Mendocino County 
CEO says the County probably won’t be able to afford buildings for all three 
services, so priorities will have to be decided on. The Adventist Health 
president has also reportedly sent a letter to the Board of Supervisors to use 
funds to remodel part of the Mendocino Coast District Hospital for 
psychiatric services.

The Mendocino Emergency Weather Shelter is opening this weekend. After 
the board of supervisors puts up some money for the shelter to open, the 
location opens Sunday. It comes after the Fort Bragg City Council reportedly 
agreed on a $25,000 “bridge loan” for the Mendocino Coast Hospitality 
Center to manage the shelter. The county’s director of social services said 
the holdup was due to the Center’s late billing. One city council member 
saying it’s late coming and in the rain. Bernie Norvell saying maybe it’s time 
for another organization besides the Mendocino Coast Hospitality Center to 
run the shelter.

After leaving office a year ago, the former Registrar of Voters in Lake 
County is back in office, temporarily. Former Lake County Registrar of 
Voters Diane Fridley is back in the saddle after Catherine McMullen 
resigned earlier this month after only 5 months on the job. Fridley retired last 
December after more than 40 years in Lake County. After Fridley left, the 
Lake County Administrative officer because the interim Registrar, then 
McMullen was hired in June out of Oregon. She quit immediately after an 
election in June. In an online post, McMullen wrote her dream job turned out 
to be a nightmare. So the search is on again for Fridley’s replacement, but 
until then, she’s on the job.

The first interim budget of the Lakeport Unified School District’s (LUSD) 
Chief Business Officer has been released. At Wednesday’s board meeting 
the budget was presented showing fiscal stability through 2021-2022 even 
though there’s declining enrollment. There’s also notations of chronic 
absenteeism for some Native American students which has been noted may 
be caused by bussing issues. Also noted was the impact PG&E’s public 
safety power shutdowns have done to the school district and lost meal 
reimbursement revenue. They also discussed holding summer school for 
the first time in three years.

Three new police officers have been hired in Ukiah. Two of the new officers 
just finished training and were said to already be out on the street. 
Christopher Min in the academy but hired before even starting, had his 
program paid for by the department. The other on the street Patrick Infante 
who was in the academy with Min. The third officer has not been publicly 
introduced yet, but is said to be a former Ukiah resident who became a cop 
in Texas and is making a lateral move to be here. The three hires after three 
former officers left, including Joshua Cooper who went to Sonoma County, 
Ross Lunceford (who was arrested earlier this year for a domestic violence 
incident) and another, Dave McQueary who retired after more than 26 years 
of service.



third-highest number of overdose deaths per capita in California.

The Lake County Point in Time count is nearing and the Board of 
Supervisors got an update from the organizers. The Chair of the Point in 
Time Count Committee, and chair of the Lake County Continuum of Care 
appeared in front of the board regarding the Jan. 27th count around Lake 
County. The Continuum of Care put up a new website so folks can learn 
more and volunteer. They will give items out to the homeless too. There will 
be fliers going out around the county as we get closer to the Point in Time 
count with shows where the count will be happening.

PG&E once again revising its plan for Chapter 11 reorganization showing they’ve reached settlements with the major groups of wildfire victims suing the utility company, so they may make their June deadline to emerge from bankruptcy. The amended plan filed in court yesterday shows the settlements the utility company has reached with the groups of wildfire claimants which they say they believe satisfies the requirements of state law. The company claims it came to the agreement after extensive negotiations and it further treats all victims fairly, protects customers and employees, and will enable PG&E to emerge from Chapter 11 as a financially sound utility positioned to serve California for the long term. The plan filed Thursday is available on the company’s website at http://investor.pgecorp.com/Chapter-11/default.aspx .

Mendocino County Sheriff’s deputies say they had to use Narcan to revive a 
woman who had overdosed on heroin in a home on North State Street. 
Officers responded to that medical call and administered the opioid 
reversing drug to the woman who they say shot heroin about half an hour 
before. She was revived and taken to the hospital. Deputies have been 
carrying Narcan for this type of emergency since earlier this year. State 
statistics show Mendocino County has the

Two women have been charged with stealing from a mailbox in Redwood 
Valley. Sheriff’s deputies on a routine patrol say they spotted 51-year-old 
Julia Hutchins of Redwood Valley and 50-year-old Leslie Mishou of Ukiah 
taking mail from a box on East School Way. They’re each now facing mail 
theft and conspiracy charges. Deputies say the two were on probation for 
earlier crimes, so they will be charged for that violation as well. Hutchins and 
Mishou were taken to the county jail on $10,000 bail.

There are three new members of the Ukiah Police Department. The Ukiah 
Daily Journal reports two of them have finished training and are now on 
duty, while a third will be on the street when she is through with her field 
training. Even with the new hires police officials say the department is still 
short-staffed, but that they hope to bolster the force with more new officers 
finishing their training and coming on board after the new year.

Police across the state are starting their annual stepped up patrols to fight 
drunk and impaired driving. Beginning this weekend through New Years 
Day there will be more officers on the roads looking out for people who 
shouldn’t be driving. Cops say they aren’t out to spoil holiday fun, but want 
drivers to know that those who don’t heed the warning are risking their lives 
and the lives of others on the road too. The California Office of Traffic Safety 
and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. are paying for the 
extra patrols.

Enrollment in the Lakeport Unified Central School District is down, but 
officials say the district is in good financial shape. The district board got a 
budget update this week, with Chief Business officer Jacque Eischens 
telling members that staff and the community continue to work together 
holding the line on spending and that the outlook is rosy as planning starts 
on the next fiscal plan.

http://investor.pgecorp.com/Chapter-11/default.aspx
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Record-Bee.com reports Superintendent Jill Falconer told the board that 
enrollment has dropped with students moving out of the district and that she 
is concerned about some chronic absenteeism as well. Falconer says her 
office is trying to find a pattern to that absenteeism problem and will fix it 
once they identify what’s wrong.

The Former Mayor of Ukiah Phil Baldwin passed away over the weekend. 
His family confirmed on Saturday afternoon that Baldwin lost his two-and 
half-year battle with lung cancer. Baldwin served the city in many capacities 
over the years. He graduated from Bakersfield High school and studied at 
the University of California Berkeley. He was first elected to the city council 
in 1998 and was reelected in 2002, 2006 and 2010 and served until 2014. 
During his time in public service he helped secure Ukiah’s groundwater 
supply, he protected farmland, and supported environmental sustainability.

The majority of Lake County offices will be closed starting Monday 
December 23rd through Friday, December 27th for the holidays. In addition, 
the Lake County Library’s Branches and the Lake County Animal Care and 
Control will also be closed on Saturday December 28th. Now the Behavioral 
Health Crisis services, jail staff, Sheriff Patrol and Central Dispatch will still 
remain open 24-7. Road Crews will also be on-call to respond to any road 
hazards.

The U.S Geological Survey released new earthquake hazard maps for the 
nation, during which they have boosted the risk of seismic damage up and 
down the Northern California coast. There is a red zone forecast for most of 
the state including Sacramento, Bay, and North Coast regions. Areas with 
tall buildings are especially at risk.

Much of California’s abnormally dry conditions have been wiped out by the 
recent storms. The U.S. Drought Monitor categorized over 81-percent of the 
state as abnormally dry two months ago because of above-normal 
temperatures and a lack of precipitation six weeks into the water year. The 
heavy rains in recent weeks throughout the state have shrunk the 
percentage to a small area along the Oregon-California border.

A Ukiah woman pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor crime of furnishing 
marijuana to a minor in court Thursday afternoon. 40-year-old Janine Estep 
originally wanted a jury trial, which was scheduled to get underway today. 
Estep was given 36 months court probation, with 10 days in county jail. She 
will have to submit to regular drug testing and take parenting classes.

The Ukiah Police Department do not believe foul play is involved in the 
death of a man whose body was discovered Friday under a bridge in Gibson 
Creek. The body was found by a passerby around 1:10pm. The individual 
was walking by the bridge under Highway 101 near South Orchard Avenue 
when they saw a man unresponsive and called 911. Officials say that the 
man was an elderly transient who may have died of natural causes and 
added that the death in no way seemed suspicious. Cause of death is still to 
be determined.

Staff and volunteers at the Ukiah Food Bank is working hard to wipe out 
food insecurity. Food insecurity, as defined by the USDA is skipping a meal 
because there isn’t enough money for daily meals. Not having enough food 
to last through a pay period or month. Eating less in order to stretch out 
one’s food supply. Losing weight due to the lack of regular access to food. 
According to the Ukiah Daily Journal, back in 2017 13.6 percent of 
Mendocino County residents were identified as food insecure.



12/16/19

12/17/19

The Lake County Board of Supervisors is expected to talk about last 
month’s Measure N Fire Tax vote in the Northshore Regional Fire Protection 
District at its regular meeting on Tuesday morning. The Board has heard 
from the District about the measure that narrowly failed to get the necessary 
two-thirds majority to pass. It would have allowed a special tax to pay for 
additional fire and EMS services in the district. According to Lake Co News 
dot com, district 3 supervisor E J Crandall wants the board to respond to 
some of the district’s concerns expressed after that vote. Board members 
will also meet privately to talk about the search for a new county registrar of 
voters. At its last meeting, the board appointed former registrar Dianne 
Fridley to handle the job for the time being. The meeting starts at 9:00 in the 
Board Chambers at the Lake County Courthouse.

Voters in the Willits Unified School District will decide on a 17 million dollar 
bond issue that district officials say would upgrade and repair its schools. 
Measure G will be on the Primary ballot on March 3rd. According to Willits 
News dot com, the bond would add about 4 cents per 100 dollars of 
assessed value to the district tax levy, with wording in the measure 
promising the money will stay local and be subject to citizen oversight.

Mendocino County’s Measure B Citizen’s Oversight Committee meets this 
week. Among other things, the committee is expected to talk about using 
some of that voter-approved funding to hire a mental health project manager 
The meeting is December 18 at 1:00 PM at the Howard Memorial Adventist 
Hospital in Willits.

Thousands of workers at the state’s biggest health care system went on 
strike today. 4,000 employees of Kaiser Permanente have been without a 
contract for over a year. The union that represents those mental health care 
workers says it is fed up and hopes the planned five-day walkout will force 
Kaiser to address concerns about wages and staffing at dozens of facilities 
across the state. Kaiser says the union has rejected a fair proposal from a 
neutral mediator.

A resolution to be read at the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors’ 
meeting on the recently announced retirement of Sheriff Tom Allman. The 
board to take up the matter this morning on Allman’s planned December 
29th departure and the takeover of the department by his Undersheriff 
Matthew Kendall. Kendall is expected to be the next Sheriff-Coroner for the 
rest of Allman’s term which lasts another 3 years. Then he can run for the 
position. The board can fill the vacancy for an elected position before an 
election if the position becomes vacant. The notes in this morning’s agenda 
say Kendall is the most appropriate appointee for the position because of 
his qualifications and “admirable track record as Undersheriff.”  Also at the 
meeting this morning, supervisors will hand out service awards for county 
employees serving 15-40 years.

Governor Newsom puts up a red light to the recently agreed to Pacific Gas 
& Electric Chapter 11 Bankruptcy plan. The plan to pay out more than $50 
billion in wildfire claims will have to be completely revised to get to the court 
deadline to emerge from bankruptcy by next June. Gov. Newsom said no to 
the company’s restructuring plan, which sets aside $13.5 billion for people 
who lost their homes, businesses and of course, family members in the 
October 2017 firestorm and more fires, including the Camp Fire in 2018. 
Two settlements reached by the utility company to resolve more than $36 
billion in claims from victims and another $11 billion deal with insurance 
companies who’ve paid billions to policyholders for the same fires.
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The US Supreme Court has left a law in place so cities cannot punish the 
homeless if they sleep or camp outdoors if they can’t find anywhere else to 
go. This came after a ruling in September of an Appeals Court who ruled 
penalizing homeless people who have to sleep on public property outdoors 
violates the U-S Constitution’s 8th amendment of cruel and unusual 
punishment. It went to the Supreme Court who declined to even take up the 
matter. Advocates were saying police should not force residents from 
encampments on sidewalks and city parks and put camping bans in place 
either.

A man from Kelseyville pleads no contest to carrying a loaded gun. 26 year 
old Leopoldo Gutierrez Bravo in court for the felony and enters a so-called 
nolo plea, the same as no contest, not admitting guilt, but not denying it 
either which is sometimes part of a plea bargain. The rest of the charges 
against Bravo have been dismissed. He was charged with nearly a dozen 
felonies including carrying a concealed weapon, grand theft auto, felon in 
possession of a firearm and possession of ammunition by a prohibited 
person. It all goes back to last month when he was arrested on a warrant, 
and that’s when cops found a stolen handgun in a truck at the Robinson 
Rancheria Casino.

A new mayor and mayor pro tempore are being named in Lakeport. At the 
city council meeting tonight Mayor Tim “Cheese” Barnes and Mayor Pro 
Tempore George Spurr will give up their positions after being appointed last 
year after a unanimous vote of the council. No word who will take their 
places, but none of the members of the council are currently up for re-
election either. So it comes down to Stacey Mattina, Kenny Parlet and 
Mireya Turner, and Spurr and Barnes can be appointed again. There was 
an ad hoc “Selection Advisory” committee put together to consider 
appointments to local committees and commissions too. The council will 
also consider a letter to the Board of Supervisors to support county action 
on tax-defaulted properties.

Over the last year the Ukiah Unified School District has provided more than 
1.1 million free meals for students at more than a dozen schools. The 
Mendocino Voice reports 17 different schools in the County got meals, and 
it could add up to even more this year. The free weekly meals for students 
and additionally special meals for holidays. State Senator Mike McGuire 
touting the school district’s efforts during a visit to the district.  McGuire 
states two million kids in Calif are food insecure which could affect their 
learning ability. The school’s superintendent thanked McGuire for making 
sure all students have access to good nutrition.

A man in Garberville has been arrested for ripping off businesses. The 
Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office reports they got a report at their 
Garberville Substation about a shoplifting incident and tied Tommy Michael 
Frost to the crime. Apparently Frost was seen on surveillance video stealing 
the knife and the owner of the business also said he matched the 
surveillance footage November 12 at another business ripoff. Cops found 
drug paraphernalia in a stolen U-Haul truck Frost and a companion were in. 
He’s charged with possession of stolen property, shoplifting, driving with an 
expired license and violation of probation.

We now know who will be on the ballot for 3 Lake County supervisor seats 
in March. The Registrar of Voters office says those candidates will be 
incumbent Moke Simon and challenger Julia Mary Bono in District 1, and 
incumbent Tina Scott and challenger Chris Almind in District 4. There will be 
a new supervisor in District 5 because Rob Brown is not seeking another 
term. Those looking to replace him are Kevin Ahajanian, Jessica Pyska, Bill 
Kearney, and Lilly Wall. Voting is March 3rd, the same day as California’s 
Super Tuesday presidential primary.
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Boating season may seem far off, but Lake County Water Resources says 
boat owners can prepare now by getting their 2020 stickers certifying their 
vessels are free of the invasive Quagga mussel. These decals are required 
on all boats in addition to the state DMV sticker. You can get your free 
sticker though any approved screener. You can find a list of those places at 
the website nomussels.com or by calling Lake County Water Resources. 
The goal is to prevent those mussels from doing more damage than they 
already have in many Midwestern and western lakes. That damage can 
include clogging boat engines and water pipes and leaving sharp shells 
washed up on lake shores.

Scientists are out with an alarming report about California’s coastal waters. 
The study done by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
says the water offshore is getting more acidic twice fast as the global 
average. The increase is apparently tied to rising carbon emissions in the 
atmosphere that change ocean water chemistry. The research suggests that 
California’s fishing industry is vulnerable to a dramatic decline as marine life 
becomes disrupted by more acid in the water.

The Lake and Mendocino County Area Agency on Aging is looking for 
volunteers for its advisory council. That council is made up of people who 
advise the agency about issues affecting the elderly and help develop 
programs to help older residents. Applications have to be submitted by 
February 13th and you can find more information by contacting the agency 
directly.

The holiday gift drive with employees and friends of the Mendocino County 
Office of Education brought holiday cheer to more than 250 homeless kids 
in the County. The school’s Superintendent Michelle Hutchins commented 
they were especially grateful to the heroic efforts of Tracy and Brent Schultz 
who organized and sponsored 40 kids this year. The office has a gift drive 
yearly and this year got corporate support from Realty World Selzer Realty 
and Redwood Title Company.

Sheriff Tom Allman is officially retiring now that the Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors accepted the retirement and announced the 
Undersheriff Matthew Kendall would be the new Mendocino County Sheriff-
Coroner. Allman officially leaves office Sunday Dec. 28th and Kendal takes 
over from there until Allman’s final term ends in January 2023. Allman was 
just reelected last year after first being voted into office back in 2006. The 
board finding Kendall the most qualified for the position. Allman was 
thanked by the board for his service and Kendall thanked the board for their 
vote of confidence.

City leaders in Ukiah consider buying the old Bank of America building on S. 
State St. The city council to consider the purchase at their meeting tonight 
after staffers found the Civic Center and Annex buildings combined didn’t 
have enough space for expanding office and workspace. The building at 
501 S. State St. closed down a couple years ago but is apparently in good 
condition. So the city’s considering buying two parcels including the building 
and parking lot at a “price below market rate.” An appraisal has it worth 
about twice as much as its selling price.

A fire breaks out again in Boonville. This time it’s a home in the 14000 block 
of Highway 128. After a couple weeks ago when 3 businesses were 
destroyed. No injuries were reported at the home fire yesterday, but there 
was a woman inside the home evacuated out safely. The back part of the 
home was where the damage happened. Fire crews not sure if that’s where 
the fire began. Fire crews say there does not appear to be any connection 
to this fire and the one December 5th. There was yet another fire December 
12th in the area which was also unrelated and did not appear suspicious.



Two agreed to settlements for PG&E in their Chapter 11 Bankruptcy filing 
have been approved by a federal bankruptcy judge. The settlements worth 
about $24.5 billion for losses by homeowners, businesses and insurance 
companies after fires in Northern CA in October of 2017 and more in 2018 
including the Camp Fire and the 2016 Ghost Ship Fire. This gives the utility 
company a shot at emerging from bankruptcy by next June and goes 
against an alternative proposal opposed to the company’s plan. The Gov. 
has said this plan doesn’t abide by state law which it has to, if it wants to 
qualify for coverage in a wildfire fund approved by the California Legislature. 
Gov. Newsom wants the whole board of directors, including its CEO 
replaced.

The yearly Plowshares holiday party is coming. This Friday at lunch, from 
11:30-12:30 those attending will enjoy honey glazed ham, mashed potatoes, 
stuffing, green bean casserole, coleslaw, fruit salad, rolls and dessert. The 
organization’s Executive Director says Miss Claus will be in the dining room 
handing out toys to children who come in for a meal. They plan on serving 
more than 300 meals this year besides the 200 to 300 guests who get 
meals daily from the nonprofit. They’re also raising money currently for their 
yearly Winter Appeal Holiday Fundraiser, trying to bring in about $90,000 
and say they’re more than halfway there, with a month to go.

A new mayor and mayor pro tempore have been named in Lakeport. The 
now Former Mayor Tim Barnes nominated George Spurr as mayor and 
Spurr nominated Kenneth Parlet as mayor pro tem for 2020. The City 
Council approved of the nods and the City Clerk announced the new 
leaders. The Mayor makes appointments for the various commissions, 
boards, and committees. There were also other appointments at the 
meeting for committees like the Lakeport Economic Development Advisory 
Committee (LEDAC), the Parks and Recreation Commission, Planning 
Commission and the Fire Protection District.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors has given the go-ahead to help with 
the final push to rebuild Harbin Hot Springs. The board voted unanimously 
to help with the resort that was nearly lost in the Valley Fire. About 95% of 
the resort was destroyed near Middletown. They’ve been working ever since 
on the rebuild, which could take a decade. Part of it reopened earlier this 
year including a bunch of their soaking pools and overnight cabins that have 
been rebuilt. Changes approved by the board will allow the resort to 
continue its rebuild with some rezoning rules no longer applying.

There’s a new permanent Registrar of Voters in Lake County. The Board of 
Supervisors announced Maria Valadez has been chosen, but she won’t take 
over until after the March 2020 Presidential Primary Election. The formerly 
retired Registrar, Diane Fridley has stepped in in the meantime. Valadez 
had served in the office as the Deputy and Interim Registrar of Voters. She 
will officially take the helm on April 1st. And Fridley started back in the office 
December 11th.

California is trying to get a new budget and financial accounting system but 
the cost has just exploded to well over $1 billion. A state auditor’s report 
also says the deadline next year to get the system in place is unrealistic.  
The Financial Information System for California (FI$Cal) to bring accounting, 
budgeting, cash management and procurement operations into one new 
technologically advanced system was supposed to be less than $400 million 
but has ballooned way up to more than that price since 2012. The auditor 
says the latest plan does not take into account staffing the transition from 
older systems and she says there’s no transparency about the total costs 
and the projected June 30, 2020 end date.
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ThompsonImpeachment “…of our Nation.” :14

Thompson’s district includes Lake County

HuffmanImpeachment “…the constitution.” :11

Huffman’s district includes Mendocino County.
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Six people who say their homes were destroyed in the Camp Fire have 
been found to have filed bogus claims. Indictments handed down against 
the half dozen claimants who got more than $50,000 in reimbursements 
from FEMA. The U.S. attorney’s office announced the claimants said their 
homes were destroyed in the November 2018 wildfire that killed 85 people 
and destroyed almost 14,000 homes. The deadliest and most destructive 
wildfire in modern California history. Some residents were able to apply for 
help from FEMA because of the federal disaster declaration but these six 
who said they lived in Paradise, did not.

Pacific Gas & Electric going behind the Governor’s proposal to emerge out 
of bankruptcy reworks the $13.5 billion settlement. A revision to their plan 
discussed in court yesterday reportedly takes out a provision that requires 
Newsom to approve the deal so the company can be done with its 
bankruptcy by June 30th. The company has to meet that deadline if it wants 
to get its hands on a special fund the state set up last summer to help utility 
companies with losses from future wildfires. The Gov. says the proposed 
settlement does not comply with state law. Also state regulators have 
announced a $1.7 billion settlement proposal for 2017 and 2018 wildfires so 
shareholders not ratepayers pay the company’s “legal obligations to provide 
safe and reliable service.” So far the bankruptcy court has not approved 
this.

Democratic Fifth District Congressman Mike Thompson, among those voting 
today to impeach President Trump. Thompson speaking from the house 
floor, saying that that to him, the facts are clear:

Also voting yes, Second District Democratic Congressman Jared Huffman, 
who blasted his Republican colleagues before the vote:

A woman from Willits is facing charges after Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
deputies say she led them on a chase from Redwood Valley to Willits. 
Officers say 33-year-old Carley Schlapkohl sped off when they tried to pull 
her over on North State Street near the Coyote Valley Casino Monday 
evening. The high-speed pursuit continued north on Highway 101 and didn’t 
end until Schlapkohl ran into a ditch on North Main Street in Willits. She is 
charged with reckless evading and a probation violation and is being held at 
the county jail on $35,000 bail.

Organizers have handed out more than $180,000 brought in by Lake 
County’s biggest annual charity fundraiser. Those record proceeds from the 
Lake County Wine Auction in September, distributed at a holiday event, will 
go to several county charities and service organizations.

A woman in Redwood Valley’s been arrested after a traffic stop for driving 
recklessly. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept reports trying to stop 
Carley Schlapkohl  but she kept driving. Sirens and lights flipped on didn’t 
stop the woman who the deputy chasing her finally caught up to. Schlapkohl 
booked into the Mendocino County Jail on reckless evading and violation of 
probation. She’s held on $35,000.00 bail.



A bunch of gun control bills have finally been signed into law by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom. Many of these laws will start on New Years Day. One of them 
makes a purchaser wait 5 years if they have a gun violence restraining 
order placed against them. Another waiting period or ban for those with gun 
violence restraining orders allowing educators, employers and co-workers to 
petition a court to temporarily take someone’s firearms away if they feel 
they’re a danger to themselves or others. Another new law for gun shows to 
be sure gun and ammo retailers at the shows have to follow the same 
licensing and reporting requirements as other retailers.

An ad hoc committee has been set up by the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors to help enforce Measure V. The initiative to fine anyone who 
intentionally kills, then leaves dead trees standing. The law says certain 
trees left longer than 3 months are then a public nuisance. This to prevent 
companies from poisoning trees then leaving them where they stand, dead. 
The Daily Journal reports Supervisor John Haschak saying they’re looking 
at ways to deal with complaints and issues in connection to the new law.

Two people are dead after a head on crash on the 101 near Benbow. The 
California Highway Patrol reports a man was in a white sedan headed north 
when a gray hatchback with a female driver was headed south. Officers say 
the white sedan crossed into the southbound lanes, hitting the other car 
head on yesterday morning. The two drivers were killed in the crash, the 
sedan driver did not have on a seatbelt. A crash in Lake County has the 
CHP out. They say a pedestrian was hit and killed on Soda Bay Road. They 
say an elderly woman was behind the wheel Tuesday when a man was 
walking across the street and was hit. The driver and her passenger were 
uninjured, but the pedestrian died at the hospital.

A new report says California’s recreational marijuana market could use a tax 
fix. The Legislative Analyst Office, a non-partisan office says the legislature 
should change the way taxes are collected for cannabis and tax it at 
different rates based on its potency. The report states that would mean 
more stable revenue and discourage cannabis abuse. The report also 
suggests the state should no longer have licensed growers pay a tax based 
on the weight of marijuana they grow. It comes as marijuana advocates 
would rather have the state’s 15 percent tax rate lowered. But the report 
suggests an increase in the tax of up to 5 percent.

A man from Upper Lake arrested with another man for a murder last month 
had the charges against him dismissed. Michael Shaffer has been in jail for 
nearly one month in connection to the murder of Nicky Smith of Lucerne. 
His body was found on the side of a road in Lakeport. Shaffer and Daniel 
Ford of Lakeport were believed to be involved and arrested Nov. 23rd. But 
the DA says after further investigation and witness statements, she was 
tossing Shaffer’s charges. He stays behind bars though for unrelated 
offenses. Ford though has been charged with a slew of crimes including 
murder with special allegations that the murder was committed during an 
attempted robbery, attempted kidnapping and carjacking. He’s held in Lake 
County Jail without bail. The DA says there could be someone else involved 
in Smith’s murder who they’re investigating.
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The Gov. has announced a new Healthy California for All Commission. Gov. 
Newsom has also named health experts in business, philanthropy, 
academia and labor to be on the commission. They’ll try to come up with a 
plan to better the health care system in the state with coverage and access 
in one financial system, which could one day be a single payer financing 
system. The first report from the commission to the governor and lawmakers 
is due next July, then a final report is due February 2021. They have their 
first meeting set for Jan. 27th in Sacramento. The announcement as 
Californians continue to sign up for Covered California. 16% more signed up 
this year over last year.

A Ukiah man’s been found guilty of domestic battery, a misdemeanor. The 
DA’s office reports Anthony McCoy had been charged with committing a 
similar, but more specialized crime — battery on a person with whom the 
defendant has had a prior dating relationship. The DA reports there’s not 
much difference in the possible sentencing options. The office notes a 
person convicted of battery is prohibited for 10 years or under of owning or 
possessing any firearm or ammunition. Court documents say he was 
already on probation when he was arrested last summer and charged with 
this latest offense.

A man from Ukiah’s in court facing drug charges and found guilty. The DA’s 
office reports Jose Rivera was charged with commercial possession of 
methamphetamine, a felony, but after a deal had his charges lowered to 
possession of methamphetamine, a misdemeanor. Rivera had been on a 
court-ordered drug education diversion, also for methamphetamine when he 
was arrested last August with drugs and other evidence.

The Lakeport City Council says it wants to work with Lake County on a plan 
to let the county take over the South Main Street corridor. Members are 
hoping to jump-start good faith negotiations, but one sticking point is the 
financial impact of annexation. The City Council passed a resolution this 
week that supports having an outside consultant review what it would mean 
to both city and county tax revenue. No word on when the County Board of 
Supervisors will make its next move. City officials have long wanted to see 
Lake county annex that 136-acre area.

PG&E bills are going up in the New Year. The Public Utilities Commission 
has approved the utility’s request for higher rates, saying more revenue will 
help PG&E attract financing to improve its old and troublesome 
infrastructure. It won’t be a big difference in your bill. The PUC says the 
average customer will pay about 20 cents more on their monthly electric bill, 
while customers who use both electric and gas will pay about 30 cents 
more.

The days of old, diesel smoke-belching, yellow school buses in California 
are numbered. The state is investing millions of dollars in electric buses to 
get kids to and from school. The California Energy Commission says that 
while those buses are initially more expensive than the ones they replace, 
the saving in fuel costs and maintenance will make up the difference over 
the long run.

A new scholarship fund announced by the Mendocino College Foundation. 
The George Weger Perpetual Scholarship for any Mendocino Student 
graduating from Ukiah High. It’s the second scholarship by the family, but 
the family’s been providing money to the college for scholarships for the last 
decade.  George Weger says he created the scholarships because he “likes 
helping kids succeed, whether it be in sports or in the show arena.”



An algae bloom has been found in the Blue Lakes. After recent rains the 
bloom found December 12th in samples that were collected to be tested. 
The lab showed the samples had a low level of a toxin called anatoxin which 
can cause severe nerve problems. Public Health officials have posted signs 
in the affected area. State law says any level of the anatoxin means signs 
have to be posted. Fishing is allowed but officials say you should throw guts 
and the liver out, and thoroughly clean and rinse the fillets with tap or bottled 
water before you cook the fish. And shellfish should not be eaten under a 
Caution advisory.

Money’s approved by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors to buy 
three new school buses. The buses replace others at a cost of nearly 
$486,000. The county will contract out services to a couple other school 
districts for the buses. The money to pay for the buses comes from an 
Assembly Bill that passed way back in 2004. The bill, turned to law allows 
local county air districts to collect a $2 tax from motor vehicle registration to 
pay for programs to fight against air pollution. So Anderson Valley Unified is 
replacing a 2005 Blue Bird School Bus with a 2019 Blue Bird Bus, Willits 
Unified replaces their 2010 Ford School Bus with a 2019 Thomas Bus and a 
2001 GMC School Bus is being replaced with a 2019 Thomas Bus.

A man found dead under a bridge in Gibson Creek has been identified. 
Police say transient Billy Melvin Eaton’s body was found last Friday by 
someone walking by. The bridge behind the Big Lots parking lot on S. 
Orchard Ave. Eaton’s cause of death is pending. The Sheriff’s office says 
there’s no signs of foul play and the death didn’t look to be suspicious. This 
comes after another transient was found dead at the Home Depot parking 
lot last month. That man was identified as 55 year old Charles Wayne 
Hensley whose cause of death was also pending.

Heads up, your PG&E bill is about to go up. Electricity rates are going up 
the first quarter of next year. It’s all approved by the state Public Utilities 
Commission which is required by state law. The utility company says the 
rate increases will help pay for improvements for the safety and reliability of 
its older gas and electricity systems. Look for about 31 cents more added on 
to your monthly bill for those who get both gas and electricity from the 
company. And for just electricity, 20 more cents a month.

Leaders in Lake County looking at potential restrictions and regulations 
related to tobacco sales. The Lake County Board of Supervisors asking 
staffers to work on ways to help reduce smoking in Lake County. It comes 
after some health and tobacco education officials in the county presented 
info to the board showing the county has some of the highest in the state. 
The Lake County Health Officer said in 2017 the smoking rate in the county 
was 27 percent, but there was a slight decrease last year. And vaping or the 
use of e-cigarettes has led to the higher rates in the county.

A new CSU campus is proposed for the first time in almost twenty years. 
The last full service campus, CSU Channel Islands in Camarillo was the last 
one. But campuses are getting fuller and fuller so the legislature has set 
aside money to study whether a 24th campus should be built to 
accommodate as many as 8,000 students. Some of the potential locations 
mentioned include Stockton, Concord, Chula Vista, Palm Desert or 
elsewhere. The study to find the least expensive solution that can also help 
drive economic development and recovery.
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Flu season arriving early this year, Sonoma County has announced a death. 
27 people dying since September across the state from the flu. The Sonoma 
County Dept. of Health confirmed someone there died of the flu last week. 
Two elderly folks died from flu like symptoms since last month in Marin 
County too. And three people who died from the flu were youngsters. State 
health department officials say flu season usually starts when for at least 
three weeks, much of the doctor’s office visits are because of flu-like 
symptoms. They say the early onset may mean that it will be a long season.

The state attorney general’s office asking a state appeals court to hold off 
ordering it to review and publicly release records they keep on 
investigations into police shootings, use-of-force incidents and officer 
misconduct. The attorney general’s office says the transparency law that 
started this year was not meant for his office to spend resources to pour 
over all the records. The office asking for an appeals court to reverse a 
lower court’s ruling for records to be turned over to news companies who 
had sued the attorney general’s office.

A big settlement in an antitrust case against northern California’s largest 
health care system. Sutter Health will pay 575 million dollars for claims that 
its practices led to fewer choices and higher costs for patients. Sutter 
doesn’t admit wrongdoing but says it agreed to the deal to put the case to 
rest. Attorney General Xavier Beccara calls Sutter’s actions anti-competitive 
and says they led to more expensive health care in Northern California 
compared to the rest of the state. The settlement is the first of its kind in the 
US.

A man from Kelseyville will serve nearly 4 years in prison after he pleaded 
no contest to gun and drug charges in two separate cases earlier this 
month. 26-year-old Leopoldo Bravo’s sentence also includes a $3,200 fine. 
Bravo’s lawyers unsuccessfully argued their client deserved probation 
instead of jail time.

Voters in the Willits Unified School District will decide on a 17 million dollar 
bond issue after the School Board authorized putting that question to a vote. 
If it passes, the money would be used to improve student safety and 
security, fix deteriorating roofs, plumbing, and other systems, pave parking 
lots, modernize classrooms, science labs, and other facilities, among other 
things. District officials say the average homeowner would see an 80 dollar 
a year property tax increase. They say while no one wants higher taxes, the 
money is needed to make sure schools are safe and up to date. The bond 
issue will be part of the March 3rd presidential primary ballot.

Members of the Lake County Board of Supervisors say they’re concerned 
about how many people in the county use tobacco products and are asking 
the county health department for help. Banning flavored tobacco and vaping 
products, more smoking restrictions in public places and requiring places 
that sell tobacco to have a special license are among the ideas the board 
has tossed around. Members want the health department to report back 
with more information about the problem and potential solutions. The latest 
figures show more than a quarter of county residents smoke, including 31 
percent of those between 24 and 44. Those are among the highest numbers 
in the state.

California’s population is growing but the growth rate has slowed to a crawl, 
according to new figures from the State Department of Finance. More 
babies have been born in California this year, but that increase was offset 
by the number of people moving out. The bottom line is net growth is only a 
fraction of a percent, which is the lowest rate of growth since 1900. 
California is still home to nearly 40 million people, making it by far the most 
populous state, 10 million ahead of number 2 Texas.



12/23/19

The Mendocino College Foundation has a new scholarship fund. The 
foundation says the George Weger Perpetual Scholarship is for any 
Mendocino student graduating from Ukiah High. It’s the second scholarship 
by the family, but they have been funding other

scholarships for the last decade. George Weger says he decided to help 
students pay for college because he likes seeing kids succeed

California’s population just under 40 million, keeping it at the same rate it’s 
been for about a year. A demographer with the Calif. Dept. of Finance 
reports the state added less people then the amount who left the state. Just 
about 141,000 more people moved to the state from July of 2018 to July of 
2019 for a total of 39.96 million on July 1st. There were actually more than 
180,000 new people over the year who came to California, but some also 
left for a net migration loss of 39,500 people. But the population in California 
has almost tripled since the last half of the 20th century. We’re still the 
world’s fifth-largest economy and have the most people in the country, 
Texas was second, just under 30 million people.

One person waits six hours for the food, others at least an hour for the new 
Panda Express in Ukiah to open its doors. The Daily Journal reports the 
new fast food restaurant opened last Friday afternoon at 1230 Airport Park 
Blvd. Some people told the Journal they liked the restaurant so much, they’d 
drive to Santa Rosa to get it.

After Measure N failed to pass to bring more money to Northshore Fire, the 
Fire Chief has spoken to a town hall about low voter turnout and more. Chief 
Mike Ciancio at the Lucerne Area Town Hall Thursday on the referendum 
saying only 1,900 of the eligible 6,300 voters showed up. He also 
commented that it costs several thousand to just put the measure on a 
ballot, so he’s not sure they’ll put it to voters again anytime soon. 
Northshore has two less medics they’ve been trying to fill. Other matters on 
the agenda at the Town Hall including a proposed Beautification Project and 
a proposal to take to the Board of Supervisors to ban the chemical 
glyphosate in Clear Lake, but an impromptu vote on that failed.

A grant applied for in Lake County could help bring us a new central bus 
depot. The Lake Transit Authority wants to move the main “transit hub” from 
where it currently stands on Dam Road near Big 5 Sporting Goods over to a 
vacant, county-owned property on South Center Drive, near the courthouse, 
a community college and a school. The plan first surfacing a couple years 
ago to put up, not only a depot, but bus shelters, pedestrian space, bike 
lockers, bathrooms, and office space for about $2.5 million in construction 
costs. The Lake Area Planning Council is reportedly putting a grant 
application together which they say could cover the entire cost.

A man charged with arson in Clearlake Oaks may not be competent to 
stand trial. The Record Bee reports Matthew Miravalle was declared a doubt 
for mental competency by his lawyer. So two doctors will evaluate him and 
the court proceedings are put on hold. He’s accused of setting three 
wildfires, he pleaded not guilty after his September arrest. The Lake County 
Sheriff’s office reports he admitted he started the three fires after he was 
seen in the area of the most recent fire September 23rd near a senior’s 
apartment complex. Plus the guy’s already registered with the state as an 
arsonist.



A man in Covelo’s been arrested after a traffic stop attempt turns into a 
police chase. Mendocino deputies saw a lights violation on the car and went 
after it, then started chasing after the driver wouldn’t stop heading south on 
Highway 162. The CHP joined and tossed down spike strips so the car was 
stopped in its tracks on Highway 101. The man inside, alone, Jack Towers. 
Cops say Towers appeared under the influence of drugs so his car was 
searched. That’s where police found loaded firearms too. He’s charged with 
evading a peace officer, reckless driving, under influence controlled 
substance, in possession of firearm and felon/addict in possession firearm 
and held on 35,000.00 bail.

A Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. police dog has died. The department 
with the announcement of Doc Holliday’s death last Thursday. The 
Czechoslovakian Shepard who was 8 years old was purchased by the 
Willits Police Department in 2013 and assigned to Officer Jeffery Andrade. 
Then after he went thru intense training became a member of the narcotics 
team and joined the sheriff’s department with his handler in July of 2014. He 
worked for four years with the department before his death but had already 
been in retirement. He is credited with helping to capture, and surrender 
FIFTY THREE people suspected of crimes, TWENTY TWO felony 
apprehensions, seizing more than $2.8 million dollars cash, more than 
3,000 pounds of marijuana, over 19 pounds of meth, over 5 pounds of 
cocaine, more than 1 pound of crack cocaine, 14 ounces of heroin and ONE 
(1) firearm.

Two men in Albion has been arrested after a report of an altercation. Cops 
arrived Friday while the fight was happening and separated the two men. 
They say it was due to a dispute over property that it got physical. Anthony 
Oakley says he went to the home to return property, then things got heated. 
Video footage shows Anthony’s dad John repeatedly hitting another man. 
John and Anthony eventually arrested and the victim taken to a hospital with 
minor injuries to his face. He also had a severe laceration on the side of his 
head, which needed stitches. Anthony and John were booked into the 
Mendocino County Jail and held on $30,000.00 bail.

It’s official, the commercial Dungeness crab season in Mendocino, 
Humboldt and Del Norte counties is set to open early New Year’s Eve. At 
12:01 a.m. to be exact. But before that is the 64-hour gear setting period to 
begin Saturday but not before 8:01 a.m. There had been multiple delays 
because of test results. Permitted vessels that already took part in the Dec. 
15 opener south of the Sonoma-Mendocino county line are not allowed to 
set gear in Mendocino, Humboldt and Del Norte counties until 12:01 am 
Jan. 30th.  And to minimize the risk of whale and sea turtle entanglements, 
the state Department of Fish and Wildlife recommends their 
Best Fishing Practices  from the Dungeness Crab Fishing Gear Working 
Group, which includes guidance on surface-gear set-up, reducing excess 
line, using neutral buoyancy line and minimizing knots and lead.

A couple of Lakeport area first responders have gone thru a training to help 
respond to terrorist incidents. Lake Co News reports Lakeport Police Officer 
Ryan Cooley and Lakeport Fire Protection District Firefighter Brandon Morin 
passed the Federal Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings Course in New 
Mexico. It was paid for by the Dept. of Homeland Security’s National 
Training Program Cooperative Agreement with FEMA. The two along with 
about 50 other officers, firefighters and emergency management staff 
members from across the country. The news site reports the course focuses 
on first responder health and safety regarding personal protection in the 
response to terror incidents involving commercial and homemade 
explosives.

http://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/_media_library/2019/11/2019-20_BPG_Final.pdf
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A settlement has been reached between the state of California and Sutter 
Health. The largest hospital system in Northern CA sued by the state for 
anti-competitive practices. The state Attorney General Xavier Becerra made 
the settlement announcement last week which ends allegations Becerra 
made along with the United Food and Commercial Workers International 
Union and Employers Benefit Trust, plus class action plaintiffs who said the 
hospital system’s anti-competitive practices led to higher health care costs 
in Northern CA compared to elsewhere in the state. So Sutter is paying 
$575 million and will have to make major changes to their operations and 
practices restoring competition in Northern California’s health care market.

One person has died in a crash on Highway 101 in Santa Rosa. CHP says 
the driver was alone in the Hyundai Sonata that ran off the road and into a 
ditch just after 5:00 Sunday evening. Investigators think the driver may have 
had a medical emergency just before the crash.

CalFire says Christmas is a time to be extra careful around your home. The 
agency is warning about hazards that can lead to fires, especially around 
decorations and in the kitchen. If you’re cooking, CalFire says you should be 
very careful with anything flammable near a hot stove. Firefighters say they 
have been out on too many calls this time of year caused by people who 
simply forgot common-sense rules that could have prevented a holiday 
tragedy.

More than $200 million dollars has been earmarked for several highway 
projects in the state including two in Lake County. The California 
Transportation Commission has put the money aside for more than 2 dozen 
fix-it-first highway projects and $42 million more for 43 transit, bike and 
pedestrian projects. Some of the money for the transit bike and pedestrian 
projects comes from the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017 which 
includes 5.7 million for two Lake County projects. One million for improved 
traffic and data transmission on several areas of the county including on 
Bottlerock Rd and Highway 29. Another 4.5 mil for a traffic management 
system to improve traffic monitoring and data transmission, also on several 
roads and Highways 29, 101 and 175

An impression on a teen by a cop breeds the new Sheriff in Mendocino 
County. The Press Democrat reports the new Sheriff in town Matthew 
Kendall has worked in the Sheriff’s Dept. for 30-years, mostly all under 
Sheriff Tom Allman. This after first meeting him with illegally purchased beer 
when he was a teen. Allman a deputy at the time made Kendall and his 
buddies dump their beers, then let them go. Years later, Kendall worked as 
a patrol deputy under Allman. And ten years after, Allman supervised 
Kendall when he became a patrol sergeant. Then the paper reports, when 
former Undersheriff Randy Johnson retired, Kendall took his place. Allman 
announced he was retiring as of this coming Sunday and Kendall would be 
the best fit. The Board of Supervisors agreed. He takes over on Monday.

A white Christmas is possible for some parts of Mendocino County. A very 
light dusting  of snow is expected tomorrow morning. Early this morning was 
supposed to be the chilliest of the week, with temperatures dropping into the 
20’s. Parts of Willits, Potter Valley, Leggett and Covelo were forecasted for 
lows in the 20s last night and higher elevations could get snow tomorrow, 
but only about an inch to an inch and a half. Forecasters say they don’t 
expect that to affect traffic though. Light rain of just about a quarter inch was 
expected in lower elevations tomorrow morning.
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A busy few days for the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority. Car crashes galore and 
some fires too last Sunday, all over a 12-hour period. The Daily Journal 
reports the Fire Chief saying the first call Sunday evening was a tree falling 
on a car. The Chief says a large redwood tree had fallen on the road, 
thankfully not on top of the car. Four people were in the car when it 
happened. Then they got a call to a possible fire, which turned out to be a 
hot electrical outlet. And overnight a car fire was reported, but when they 
arrived the fire was already put out. That one caused by a laptop’s battery. 
Then on an icy road, a head on crash was reported. One person ending up 
in the hospital.

As with most new year’s, comes a slew of new laws. Look out for new road 
safety laws to come down on distracted drivers’ using their cell phones. 
There are some other new laws in place too including revised standards for 
the use of deadly force by police officers, wording changed from reasonably 
necessary to objectively. And with that comes new training for cops. A new 
wildlife salvaging law takes effect. Allowing for a driver to reach out to law 
enforcement for a permit to salvage roadkill to eat.

The Willits Unified School Board has authorized issuing $17 million in 
general obligation bonds to repair old schools. That means first voters will 
decide if the bonds are something they agree with. It’ll be on the March 
2020 Presidential Primary ballot. The money would go to improve student 
safety and security, fix deteriorating roofs, plumbing, heating/cooling, and 
electrical systems, pave parking lots, repair school facilities, modernize 
classrooms, science labs, and other facilities, buy a pool cover so the pool 
can be used year-round and update athletic facilities. If approved property 
owners would pay $40 per $100,000 of assessed value a year.

The Mendocino College Theatre Arts students set to travel with the fall 2019 
production. The Jody Gehrman play “Wild Fire” is headed to the Region VII 
Conference of the Kennedy Center American College Theatre Festival in 
February. The play was first produced about climate change. It was part of 
the “Phoenix Project”, where other artists also came together to create 
projects about human-caused climate change. Three plays in all were 
picked for the festival, out of more than 30 entries. College theatre students 
and teachers from northwestern states, including Hawaii, California, Oregon, 
Washington, Nevada, Colorado, Idaho, and Montana go to the Kennedy 
Center hosted festival in Washington DC.

A new report shows massive issues with PG&E’s four “public safety power 
shutoffs” the Associated Press got a hold of documentation they say 
connects last year’s rolling blackouts with this year’s intentional blackouts. 
The news service got a hold of interviews and documents through public 
records requests which AP says show repeated failures and promises that 
never happened which compromised public safety. The documentation 
reportedly shows the utility company promised state regulators one thing, 
and didn’t follow thru, which undermined trust more after fires in 2017 and 
18. The company’s notifications of outages were haphazard at times, 
sometimes power was already off and telecommunications companies, 
water providers and emergency managers didn’t always get the early word 
they needed. And the calls weren’t easy to hear, with off sound quality. 
PG&E for their part have promised to do better.

It will cost more to go fishing in 2020. California’s basic fishing licenses will 
go up to $51.02 plus more for add-ons There are discounts available for 
low-income senior citizens, some disabled veterans, and others. If you get 
caught without a license, get ready for some expensive fish. The fine is up 
to $400.00
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Santa is already on the way and is keeping an eye on his progress. as it has 
since 1955. Based on previous Christmas eve data, predictions put him 
here between 3:00 and 4:00 AM Christmas morning. California is one of 
Santa’s last stops before heading home to the North Pole but a spokes-elf 
says the jolly old man in the red suit has enough presents for everyone and 
won’t run out before he gets here. You can follow his trip on the 
website noradsanta.org.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office arrested a Fort Bragg man who 
allegedly vandalized a utility pole with a chainsaw. 29-year-old Travis Moore 
already had an active felony warrant out for a county parole violation. Moore 
was picked up by deputies on a separate call, but deputies searched 
Moore’s vehicle and found clothing, and other items linked him directly to 
the cutting down of the pole. The utility pole was completely snapped in half. 
Pacific Gas and Electric replaced the pole and estimated the repair costs at 
$60-thousand. An AT&T communication line also used this utility pole and 
was also damaged. The amount for this damage is still unknown. Moore has 
been charged with violation of county parole, felony vandalism, and resisting 
arrest.

A California county has approved millions of dollars in funding to address a 
homeless encampment that has been deemed a public health emergency. 
Sonoma County’s Board of Supervisors approved nearly 12 million in 
funding Monday to provide housing and other services to those living in a 
mile-long encampment of tents along the Joe Rodota Trail in Santa Rosa. 
Seven million has been allocated for county leaders to buy existing multi-
bedroom units and to open at least two shelters. The rest of the money will 
be used to create seven new positions at the Department of Health Services 
and to acquire existing housing.

A man is dead after a tree fell in Muir Woods in Marin County. Officials say 
the 29-year-old was killed Tuesday afternoon after getting hit by debris 
when a tree fell and hit other trees. It was nearing sunset on Christmas Eve, 
about a half-hour before the park was set to close. Three people were 
walking on Hillside Trail when five trees collapsed like dominos. A 29-year-
old man was killed. A second person suffered minor injuries. The identity of 
the hikers was not released.

A Ukiah man led the Mendocino County Sheriff’s deputies in a low-speed 
car chase on Highway 162 near Covelo. Deputies say that 46-year-old Jack 
Towers refused to pull over and continued southbound at 45 mph. Towers 
did swerve over into the northbound lanes several times. The chase came 
to an end once CHP laid down spike strips. The car came to a stop on the 
side of Highway 101. Deputies noticed that Towers behaved like he was 
under the influence of either drugs or alcohol. After a search of his vehicle, 
they found loaded guns in the glove compartment. He has been charged 
with evading a peace officer, DUI, reckless driving, and a felon in 
possession of a firearm.

Authorities have arrested two people who allegedly stole over a hundred 
packages and letters from mailboxes in Northern California. The Butte 
County Sheriff’s Office received a report of a man stealing mail in Durham 
just before 2 a.m. Monday. A sergeant spotted a car matching the 
description of the suspect and tried to catch up. The driver lost control and 
the car flipped over. Authorities found 108 packages and envelopes 
addressed to about 56 people and 37 addresses. Jeremy Blumlein and 
Breanna Maier were arrested on suspicion of identity theft, mail theft and 
probation violation.
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Officials are searching for a man who allegedly burglarized the Hopland 
Post Office earlier this month. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office says a 
surveillance camera caught the suspect and his car at 7:45 am on 
December 8th. The vehicle is a dark gray Nissan Altima. The suspect is 
described as a white male in his mid-20s to early 30s. He is five foot ten 
inches tall and is described as having a skinny build. He was wearing a red 
hoodie and blue jeans. The U.S. Postal Inspectors are offering a reward of 
up to $10,000 for information that could lead to an arrest and conviction of 
the burglar.

Officials are identifying a pedestrian who died after getting hit by a SMART 
train on Friday as a 71-year-old Novato man. They say Ernest Caldwell was 
walking alone in the vicinity of the road-level pedestrian crossing at Grant 
Avenue near Railroad Avenue when he was hit by a northbound train. 
Police say all of the train warning signals and safety equipment were 
operating properly at the time of the incident. An investigation is underway.

Willits police have charged a woman from Lake County with setting 3 fires 
on Christmas Eve morning. Officers say 47-year-old Michelle Gray started 
two fires in trash cans at the Sherwood Valley Casino, then set another fire 
at the Howard Memorial Hospital. She was arrested and booked into the 
county jail on three charges of arson. Police think Gray might be behind 
other recent arson cases, so more charges against her are possible. The 
Willits PD says cooperation from the public helped them find Gray.

A group encouraging participation in the 2020 Census wants to make sure 
hard to reach people are counted. The Lake County Complete Count 
Committee is looking for so-called “trusted messengers” who can influence 
others to fill out census forms or answer questions from census-takers. The 
committee is holding a workshop on January 10th from 9:00 to 10:00 at the 
Lower Lake Community Hall for those who want to get involved. The 
Complete Count Committee says an accurate census will ensure Lake 
County gets the help it is entitled and also ensure fairly drawn electoral 
districts.

Figures show the Camp Fire took a toll on the population of Butte County. 
The State Department of Finance says Butte County lost more than 10,000 
residents from July 1, 2018, to July 1, 2019. The department says that 4.5 
percent decrease was led by people who moved away to somewhere else in 
the US. That decline was the highest of any county in the state. The Camp 
Fire on November 8th, 2018 killed 85 people and destroyed more than 6 
percent of Butte County’s housing supply.

Christmas is over but you can still donate to the Lake County Holiday Fund. 
Several community groups are behind that fund, which has raised more 
than $5,600 so far this holiday season. You can donate at any branch of 
either West America Bank or Umpqua Bank. The fund provides food boxes 
to those in need.

You can start the New Year with a walk in the park as Clear Lake State Park 
takes part in a nationwide event to get people outside on the first day of the 
year. The guided hike along Old Kelsey Creek Trail is part of the 7th annual 
“America’s State Parks First Day Hikes” program. The trail is about a mile 
long and volunteer guides will keep a slow pace so hikers can enjoy the 
flora and fauna along the way. The hike starts at 9:00 AM in the visitor’s 
parking lot and is free. It will be canceled if it rains.
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January 1st brings the start of new rules restricting who can be hired as an 
independent contractor in the state. The law is meant to address the impact 
of the so-called gig economy, but opponents say it will only hurt small 
businesses who hire independent contractors rather than adding to the 
payroll. Ride-sharing companies Uber and Lyft are pushing for g a 
referendum that would exempt them from the new law and there is a lawsuit 
challenging the restrictions as well.

The Chief of the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority is retiring. After nearly 4 
decades of service as a volunteer and career firefighter, Division Chief 
Kevin Jennings is done today. The Daily Journal spoke with him about his 
long career…He spoke about some of the challenges he’s faced and says 
working as a volunteer became a job covering only 4.5 square miles to 98 
square miles. He says they have a group of dedicated members. But on a 
departing note said he hoped the City Council and Boards of Directors 
would support adding more staff to help keep up with calls for service.

In California health insurance will be mandatory for the new year. And with 
that, those who do not sign up will be taxed for going without. The state will 
be providing subsidies for folks who don’t qualify for assistance from the 
Affordable Care Act. Last year the Trump Administration announced health 
insurance was no longer mandatory, but in California state officials decided 
it would be, fearful instead that too many people would go without 
insurance. Since the Affordable Care Act went into full effect, Calif. 
reportedly had the largest drop in uninsured people over any other state.

The Lakeport City Council has okay’d sending a letter to the county in 
support of Clearlake trying to get Treasurer-Tax Collector’s Office issues 
dealt with. Clearlake City Manager Alan Flora has been working to get the 
Treasurer-Tax Collector Barbara Ringen to sell more tax defaulted 
properties. Then the City Council sent letters to the Board of Supervisors, 
the Lake County Grand Jury and state officials to get help with the move 
and to investigate Ringen’s performance. Now Lakeport jumps into the mix 
to try to get more sales of tax defaulted properties. Lake Co News reports 
more than 3,600 properties out of 14,000 or so in Clearlake were delinquent 
on their taxes, and in Lakeport, about 1,300 were delinquent and 414 were 
eligible for tax sale.

A man from Fort Bragg has a stroke of luck, when his car rolls between Fort 
Bragg and Willits on Highway 20 and he’s uninjured. Francisco Solis says 
his tires lost traction on a challenging curve of the highway last Friday 
afternoon, west of James Creek. He said it wasn’t the first time he 
encountered trouble in that spot, the area covered with moss. He says his 
car spun out and hit the bank and he flipped. Another man passing by 
helped direct traffic away from the accident.

An Ad-Hoc committee being put together to help enforce a new initiative 
making it illegal to intentionally kill then leave standing trees. The 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors gave the thumbs up to form the 
working group after the law was voted for in 2016. Measure V said trees 
intentionally killed and left standing for more than 90 days are a public 
nuisance, so there could be fines tacked on to the violations. The Daily 
Journal reports it was an attempt to stop companies in the county from 
poisoning trees, then leaving them to die. Supervisors John Haschak and 
Ted Williams will be on the ad-hoc committee.
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It’s still illegal to take roadkill to eat even though there’s a new law that says 
you can. You have to get permission from law enforcement, and you have to 
wait until the New Year, but there’s a little more to it. Lake Co News reports 
the “Wildlife Traffic Safety Act” signed into law by the Governor to make use 
of roadkill meat of deer, elk, pronghorn antelope or wild pig. But the general 
public cannot start the practice in the New Year. The news site reminds us 
that the bill specifically outlines the development of a program for 
“salvageable wild game meat.” And that this program has not been set up 
yet.

Hundreds of DUI arrests have been reported across Calif. over the 
Christmas holiday. The 30-hour maximum enforcement period across the 
state had 271 arrests. The CHP reported there were also as many as 10 
people killed in crashes during the enforcement period. They also report 
there will be a similar holiday enforcement effort next week.

The State Supreme Court taking up the issue if psychotherapists should tell 
authorities if their patients tell them they’re interested in child pornography. 
A lawsuit had been brought forward to lower courts but dismissed. Three 
psychotherapists argued in court that the state’s mandatory reporting law 
violated patient confidentiality and means patients may not come forward. 
The Supreme Court was split on whether they should reinstate the case, 
then sent it back to the lower court. The dissenting justices said they didn’t 
think the therapists could win the lawsuit.

An elderly woman from Lakeport has been killed in a crash Christmas Day 
on Highway 20 near Potter Valley. 80 year old Janice Kespohl headed west 
Christmas night about 5:30, west of Potter Valley Rd as another driver, 24 
year old Cielo Alavezos was on the highway. The CHP reported it seemed 
Kespohl tried to make a U-turn and landed in front of the other car. Kespohl 
died at the scene. The Mendocino Voice reported on the crash, saying they 
weren’t sure if the other driver, Alavezos had major injuries.

A man and woman in Willits recovering after a burglary at their home over 
the weekend. The Sheriff’s Dept. reports getting a call Saturday to a woman 
vandalizing a home, the man and woman inside reported she was Angelica 
Pedroza who they found standing over them as they slept. Apparently she 
used to date the male victim. He got out of bed to tell Pedroza to leave and 
she hit him in the head. They say she also knocked over other items in the 
home and the female victim tried to call 911 but says Pedroza grabbed the 
phone and broke it. The man eventually got Pedroza out of the house where 
she also reportedly broke a window. She was arrested at her home in 
Laytonville later that day and charged with burglary of an inhabited 
residence, domestic violence battery, felony vandalism and damage/destroy 
a wireless communication device and held on $50,000.00 bail.

It’s taken a couple years to start to repair the damage caused by the 
Redwood Complex Fire in October of 2017. Now a volunteer group is 
helping survivors. The Mennonite Disaster Service is helping to rebuild lost 
homes due to the fire.  Along with the Mennonite Disaster Service, 
Mendocino-ROC, a long-term fire recovery committee has also started to 
help these last couple months. Four homes are being worked on in 
Redwood Valley. The Daily Journal reports volunteers coming to town for a 
week or so to help. The newspaper reports it hasn’t been easy these last 
several weeks with wet and muddy conditions. But they say they’re still 
making progress.



Even though Sheriff Tom Allman has retired already, a party’s being thrown 
in his honor. Yesterday was Allman’s last day on the job. Friday, February 
1st the community is invited to celebrate Allman’s 4 decades of service. It’s 
also a fundraiser for the Mendocino County Search and Rescue team, an 
unpaid, all volunteer, nonprofit. There will also be a live auction with the 
former Sheriff and State Senator Mike McGuire and the Master of 
Ceremonies Spencer Brewer. Tickets are $25 for the shindig at the 
Redwood Empire Fairgrounds Carl Purdy Hall in Ukiah which goes from 4 to 
10 p.m. You can buy your ticket at Brown Paper Tickets.

A police officer involved shooting has been reported in Clearlake Oaks. The 
Lake County Sheriff’s office reports one of their deputies shot a man who 
had a knife in the area of Highway 20 near the Dollar General Store. The 
Sheriff’s office has not released much more about how the incident began. 
They say medics came to the scene, but the man died there from his 
injuries. A deputy also had minor injuries from the incident and was taken to 
a hospital to be treated. The name of the man who died has not been 
released yet. The deputy who was injured has been identified as Wesley 
Besgrove who’s now on paid administrative leave, which is standard 
protocol.

A man in Ukiah’s been arrested on domestic battery charges. A woman 
called to say George Johnson was harassing her after an argument, hitting 
her in the face. Deputies say she had an injury to her face, consistent with 
her report. They arrested the guy and held him on $25,000 bail on a charge 
of domestic violence battery.

A good month again for employment numbers in Lake County. The latest 
data provided by the California Employment Development Department 
shows Lake County’s jobless rate at 4.5 percent. That puts Lake in a tie for 
the fourth-lowest rate in nearly three decades. Last year at this time, Lake 
County’s unemployment rate was 4.9 percent. September was the lowest 
rate in thirty years, at 3.7 percent.  Mendocino County was at 3.4 percent in 
November, Colusa was 10.5 percent, Napa was 2.6 percent and Sonoma 
County’s jobless rate was 2.4 percent. For the state, the unemployment rate 
was at 3.9 percent in November and October.  November’s nationwide 
unemployment rate was 3.5 percent.

Another holiday, another CHP Maximum Enforcement Period looking for 
drunk or distracted drivers. The CHP starting the campaign at 6:01 p.m. 
tomorrow evening and ending around noon on Wednesday. The agency 
says they’ll focus on impaired drivers, but they will also be looking for 
distracted driving, speeding and seat belt violations. During their 30-hour-
long Christmas Day Maximum Enforcement Period, 10 people died in car 
crashes across the state. More than half, they say, were not wearing a seat 
belt. They also made more than 270 arrests in Calif. for driving under the 
influence.

A fire that was hard to snuff out, finally put to bed over the weekend in Fort 
Bragg. The fire started early Saturday morning in an alley. Smoke was 
visible across town as the fire burned near the old Lion’s Hall on Redwood 
Ave. The fire in a house sent dark smoke into the air, firefighters had to vent 
the roof using axes and other tools. The preliminary report is that wood 
paneling near the chimney may have been smoking for several hours, or 
even days. About an hour and a half later the stubborn fire was finally out, 
but firefighters hung around to mop up and make sure no smoldering 
embers started anything again. No word if anyone was home at the time.
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Look for big waves on the coast to ring in the new year. A weather system 
moving in from Alaska is predicted to kick up high surf Tuesday and 
Wednesday, with some breakers over 20 feet, depending on location and 
which way the beach faces. If you’ll be near the water, you should use extra 
caution.

The Ukiah Unified School District says it is saving both money and energy 
by retrofitting lighting at five district schools. District officials also plan to 
make changes at the remaining schools and install solar panels as well. 
Superintendent Deb Kubin says savings will help pay for a badly needed 
upgrade to the heating and air conditioning system st the Grace Hudson 
Elementary school. Money for the retrofits comes from a grant under the 
states Proposition 399 and the California Clean Energy Jobs Act in 2017 
and 2018. Kubin says the project is a good example of how to use scarce 
resources more effectively.

Lawmakers will hold a hearing next week about a proposal that could 
eventually legalize sports betting in the state. The supreme court legalized 
sports gambling last year but left it up to states to decide if it is allowed 
within their borders. It would take approval from two-thirds of the legislature 
and passage of a ballot question to change the constitution for that in 
California. The hearing by in Sacramento will be on January 8th. Just last 
week, Michigan became the 20th state to legalize sports wagers and 
several other states are expected to do so in 2020.

The deadline to claim money from PG&E due to wildfires is today, the last 
day of 2019. The utility company has a $13.5 billion dollar fund for wildfire 
victims who have until 5 p.m. today to get money for any losses caused by 
utility-started fires over the past four years. The money will be split among 
victims and government agencies after billions of dollars in claims related to 
wildfire damages that led to the utility company’s bankruptcy filing. You can 
get money for various losses including, homes, wrongful death, business 
losses, lost wages, emotional and physical injuries and evacuation money. 
The claims for the October 2017 wildfires in Northern California, the 2018 
Camp fire and 2015 Butte fire, both in Butte County.

A new law has been temporarily blocked by a judge that looked to ban 
mandatory arbitration agreements. Those against the law, which was 
supposed to start tomorrow, said it would make it harder to sue superiors for 
sexual harassment. The judge stopping enforcement of the law until she 
considers a request by the California Chamber of Commerce and other 
businesses. A recent study by the Economic Policy Institute says about 70% 
of the state’s non-union, private-sector workplaces have mandatory 
arbitration policies. Business groups argue arbitration is effective and fair for 
both sides and follows federal law. And the federal law restricts state 
governments from banning the agreements. The new Calif. law makes them 
optional.

More information on the officer involved shooting in the Dollar General Store 
parking lot in Lower Lake. The District Attorney’s office is still investigating 
and has not released much more than the victim’s name which is 34 year 
old Craig Ellis See. As we reported yesterday a deputy had an altercation 
with See, who reportedly had a knife on him. Deputy Wesley Besgrove was 
injured, including a fractured leg, head contusion, and bite marks. He was 
treated and released from St. Helena Hospital in Clearlake. He was alone 
during the altercation and is on paid administrative leave. See had some 
contact in the past with the sheriff’s office for theft and trespassing and 
earlier this month related to an assault with a firearm case.
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The new law aimed at so called gig workers could be sidelined if a group of 
independent contractors have their way. A lawsuit has been filed in Los 
Angeles arguing the new law violates federal and state constitutional 
guarantees of equal protection and due process. Uber reportedly trying to 
jump onto another lawsuit filed in the middle of the month by a group of 
freelance writers and photographers. Also the California Trucking 
Association has filed claim against the new law which drills down on when 
you can be considered an employee. The lawsuit claims the new law, set to 
start tomorrow, exempts some industries but covers others without any 
reasoning behind who’s included and who isn’t.

A federal policy making committee has appointed a Lakeport City Council 
Member. Mireya Turner will take a seat on the National League of Cities’ 
2020 Community and Economic Development federal advocacy committee. 
The committee takes up housing, community and economic development 
issues, and land use, recreation and parks, historic preservation and 
international competitiveness. Turner is an associate planner for the City of 
Ukiah and previously was a planner in Lake County.

A boost in the minimum wage in Calif. one of the new laws set to start with 
the New Year. Right now the minimum wage is $11 an hour for businesses 
who have 25 or less employees and $12/hour for bigger companies. 
Starting tomorrow, each of the rates go up a buck. It’ll continue going up 
one dollar a year until it gets to $15 in 2023. Some cities in the Bay Area are 
going even further, with some going up to more than $15/hour starting 
tomorrow. In San Francisco larger employers will have to pay $15 per hour 
this New Year. Same in Belmont, Menlo Park and Redwood City. Those 
against the boost in pay say it would mean less job and business growth 
because employers have to pay more which could close businesses down 
altogether, ending in job losses.

A program to deal with wildlife damage to residents is starting in Mendocino 
County. The County gives the go-ahead for an Integrated Wildlife Damage 
Management Program. A federal contract with Wildlife Services is being 
entered into, but the Board of Supervisors first needs to approve it. There’s 
already been an environmental impact report on the environmental effects 
of a lethal and non-lethal wildlife program. The County looking at both 
options regarding several animals including coyote, raccoons, skunk, 
bobcat, feral dogs, foxes, black bears and more.

Quick work by firefighters on a fire at Big Valley Rancheria. The fire near the 
Konocti Vista Casino Monday night around 6:45 p.m. Lake Co News reports 
when firefighters arrived, they found a shed totally on fire with visible flames 
and a burning car. Other buildings nearby, but no word if they were 
damaged. The fire was contained in about 15 minutes and totally 
extinguished in 30 minutes.

Police have arrested a woman who they say walked out of a store in 
Mendocino with a basket of goods she never paid for. Sheriff’s deputies 
eventually caught up with 20-year-old Bailey Albers after they say she took 
more than a thousand dollars worth of household goods and cookware from 
Harvest of Mendosa’s on Lansing Street. Officers also say Albers didn’t 
cooperate as she was being been taken in, so besides the grand theft 
charges, she is charged with resisting arrest and battery on a peace officer. 
She is being held on $15,000 bail.

Mendocino County sheriff’s deputies say an investigation into an unrelated 
case has led to the arrest of a man from Fort Bragg on drug possession 
charges. Officers say they found a bag full of meth when they went to talk to 
Kenton Colberg at a home on Hare Creek Road. Colberg is charged with 
drug possession for sales and is being held on $25,000 bail at the county 
jail.



Another warning today about high surf as waves well over 20 feet could 
slam into the shore through tomorrow night. You should stay away from 
dangerous locations like rocks, jetties, and steep beaches, and stay alert for 
rapidly changing surf conditions. A storm moving in from Alaska is behind 
the rough water.


	Sheet1

