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The latest level marks for COVID from the CDC put Mendocino County 
squarely in the highest risk. That means, while not mandatory, it’s 
suggested folks go back to wearing masks in indoor settings. The three 
levels are determined by how many cases there are per 100,000 
residents, hospitalizations for the same amount and the amount of 
hospital beds still available. Mendocino County is considered to be in the 
high risk level with nearly 330 cases/100,000, almost 20 
hospitalizations/100,000, but thankfully only 6% of hospital beds are 
taken. Lake, Trinity, Sonoma, and Napa counties are dealing with that 
high risk as well, but Humboldt is at medium level risk.

A shop in Woodland overtaken by members of the Proud Boys as the 
venue tried to put on an LGBTQIA event. Organizers posted on 
Facebook they worked with police and local security so it would be a 
safe event but they ultimately backed out after an escalation of threats 
from hate groups towards drag events. Mojos says they hope they can 
reschedule the event organized by Elevate Queer Yolo. They were 
planning a Drag Night event for the last night of Pride Month, but say 
they had hundreds of social media comments and yelp reviews from 
people who do not live in town complaining about the event. The police 
department commented it was the first time they had threats of that 
nature towards a business in decades. The Sheriff’s Office says they’re 
also investigating and working with the FBI.

The first ever Prepare California Program is giving money to Lake and 
Mendocino counties to help with climate change. Cal OES put up almost 
$4.5 million for six applicants through its “Jumpstart” phase of the 
Prepare California Program, the first program like this in the nation. 
Cities, counties, tribal governments and private nonprofits are getting 
cash for infrastructure improvements through the program that started in 
January. It looks to quell long-term disasters like flooding, earthquakes, 
wildfires, landslides or dam failure, in communities that are considered 
socially vulnerable and have a high hazard risk. Lake County is hiring a 
climate watchdog with over $636,000 who will work on solutions, and 
Mendocino County got $992,000 for a grant coordinator part time.

A fire that broke out in Clearlake was out quick after threatening multiple 
structures. It broke out after dinner time last night and was reported to be 
burning two buildings and threatening many more. An alert went out to 
avoid the area and a couple of streets near the fire were shut down. The 
fire was contained to one abandoned property with some charring 
around it.
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The Governor has signed a new bill into law so that all plastic packaging 
in the state be mixed with recyclables. So, the material has to be totally 
recyclable or compostable by 2032, with plastic packaging by 25% in 10 
years and 65% of single-use plastic to be recycled by then too. The new 
law would mean it would be up to consumers to watch their plastic use, 
but the plastics industry would be responsible for changing the makeup 
of their goods. The Gov. said children deserve a plastic waste free 
future. He cited the clogging of oceans, killing of animals and 
contamination of the air we breathe, water we drink and food we eat.

The interim Police Chief in Ukiah says they will survive the firing of their 
permanent Chief. Two weeks or so ago Noble Waideich was canned and 
we still don’t know why, some sort of criminal investigation is all. Mendo 
Fever reports the new Chief, Cedric Cook saying they are solid and 
know how to serve and protect the community. He’s been with the 
agency since graduating the academy in 1997. The Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office is reportedly investigating his former boss at the behest 
of Sheriff Matt Kendall. He’s also facing a civil lawsuit by his former 
fiancé, who worked as a county probation officer and says Waidelich 
physically and emotionally abused her. And the case against a former 
deputy for sex assault and abuse also hangs in the balance.

The biggest salmon barbeque in the world, or as they call it in Fort 
Bragg, is happening this holiday weekend. Tomorrow from 11AM to 6PM 
at South Noyo Harbor they’re cooking up a storm with all of the proceeds 
raised to improve salmon populations on the Northern California Coast. 
The Salmon Restoration Association is sponsoring the event where they 
will also have music blasting, and family fun events. You can get tickets 
online or at the Harvest Market in the Boatyard Shopping Center in Fort 
Bragg, or right there at the BBQ tomorrow.

Details emerging about a shooting earlier this week of a male juvenile 
with the shooter reportedly getting away. Police say they had several 
911 calls Wednesday about the shooting in the area of Mulberry St. and 
Observatory Avenue. A teenager was found down with a head wound 
and shell casings were nearby. Medics rushed to the scene and took the 
teen to the hospital. Police searched for a man who was only described 
as white and thin, wearing a camouflage jacket. They say the victim had 
a backpack on and was contacted by the suspect who tried stealing it, 
pistol whipped him then shot him during a struggle. One man was 
detained nearby, but he was found to not be connected to the incident. 
At the same time Yokayo Elementary School was placed on lockdown. 
The suspect is still on the run.
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Someone trapped at Howard Creek Beach had to be rescued. 
Mendocino Coast fire personnel called to the scene yesterday for the 
trapped person because of high tide. Mendo Fever reports Fort Bragg 
Fire, Westport Fire, CAL FIRE, and a CalStar air ambulance all went to 
the area where they found almost a dozen people were stuck due to a 
giant rock in the path of rising tide. They were north of the Abalone Point 
Campground. Nobody was injured, but they couldn’t get out without help. 
A rescue boat came to the scene along with a Coast Guard helicopter. A 
CALFIRE helicopter plucked 11 people in all off the beach.

It’s one of two free fishing days this holiday weekend. Calif. has free 
fishing days every year, and tomorrow is the first. The next, in 
September. The California Department of Fish & Wildlife website has the 
rules. The public is allowed to fish throughout the state without a fishing 
license. You will only need your basic fishing equipment to get out in the 
wild. The agency does have some introductory fishing videos you can 
watch ahead of free fishing day tomorrow or September 3rd. All fishing 
regulations, like bag and size limits, gear restrictions, report card 
requirements, fishing hours and stream closures are still in effect on 
Free Fishing Days.

The retired Lake County Sheriff’s Office Captain Glenn Perkins has died. 
Perkins lived in Utah at the time of his passing last week.  He was first 
hired back in 1964 as a Deputy Sheriff, then worked his way up through 
the ranks of sergeant, lieutenant, and finally captain. He also went to the 
FBI National Academy in 1981 and graduated the same year, but spent 
his entire career with the Lake County Sheriff’s Office. He retired in 1992 
and moved to La Verkin, UT where he passed at the age of 86. He’s 
survived by his wife Norma and two children.

The City of Fort Bragg has a new Police Chief. The mayor announced 
Neil Cervenka

accepted the position after the retirement last week of the Interim Police 
Chief John Naulty. Cervenka grew up in a small town in Wisconsin, then 
joined the United States Air Force. He worked security in Montana and 
So. Korea, with his last bit in Calif. at Travis Air Force Base. He went to 
the Reserves after and served again after 9-11. He worked in Turlock 
after the Napa Police Academy. He was a Field Training Officer, 
Sergeant, Lieutenant, SWAT Commander, Investigations Lieutenant, 
and Acting Division Captain, among many other positions. He’s involved 
with various charities and has two adult children.
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The interim police chief in Fort Bragg has called it a day. After two years 
in the position, Chief John Naulty retired. He got a sendoff by the city 
council last week. He was supposed to serve for six months, but the 
pandemic hit and he stayed on longer after those in charge decided six 
months was not long enough. The mayor says he helped right the ship, 
took a proactive approach with the mayor in dealing with and trying to 
solve homeless, transient and mentally ill citizen issues. The mayor says 
Naulty helped make the city better and that citizens may never fully 
understand all he has done.

Another person has died in less than a week after drowning in Lake 
Berryessa. The Napa County Sheriff’s Office reported 35-year-old 
Marciallo Perez jumped in to save his son from drowning. His body was 
found hours later. Last Monday, a 16-year-old was said to be on a raft, 
then fell in the water and drowned. The Sheriff’s office reported the two 
drownings happened at a popular day-use area called Oak Shores. They 
remind to please wear a life jacket when you’re on a boat or in/near the 
water.

A man in Laytonville has been arrested after a disturbance was reported 
over the weekend. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. reported 
getting a call to someone banging on fences and yelling he was going to 
kill people. Deputies also got a call to the same area for someone 
slashing tires. Two patrol vehicles went there with a police dog and saw 
a man matching the description near a truck with four slashed tires. The 
police dog tried to contact the man who walked away and wouldn’t listen 
to deputies and threatened to kill them. One Deputy blocked the man 
from leaving, but the guy tried to ram the patrol vehicle. Deputies found 
Shane Workman had a felony warrant out of Cloverdale on violent 
charges and a five-hour standoff ended with SWAT officers called. Since 
he wouldn’t respond, they tried to smoke him out of his truck. Deputies 
say he tried to stab police K9 Bo, but the dog and Deputies took him 
down. He was held on $50,000.00 bail.

Tens of thousands of Californians have reportedly not gotten payments 
yet from the state for rent relief even as the program expires. After the 
pandemic started, that fall, lawmakers and the Governor started a multi-
billion-dollar program protecting renters who couldn’t make their rent due 
to COVID19. There was one last extension, but it ended Thursday. So 
those who still can’t pay could be sued by their landlords. The rent relief 
program has reportedly put out $3.8 billion to 329,000 households. And 
over 28,000 applicants at the beginning of the program and 57,000 
people who applied again have reportedly still not heard back.

Recent water samples at Lake Pillsbury came back with higher than 
allowed levels of cyanobacteria for swimming and contact. The bacteria 
also known as blue-green algae happens naturally, but local and 
regional health and water resource officials say to be aware if there are 
cyanobacterial blooms and take appropriate caution. Before the July 4th 
weekend, water quality technicians found cyanobacteria in the water 
column in the area, which apparently looked like small grass clippings, 
strings, and clumps. There were 3 types of non-beneficial bacterias 
found. After yesterday’s July 4th holiday, they say they’ll test again. The 
“cyanotoxins” can make people and pets sick. Especially children, and 
the elderly should stay away.
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Caltrans is keeping busy with various road projects along the No. Coast 
including in Lake, Mendocino, Humboldt and Del Norte counties. They 
say to drive cautiously when you get near the work areas and be 
prepared to stop. The work was put on hold for the July 4th holiday 
weekend. On Highway 20 in Lake and Mendocino counties, there’s road 
work with one-way traffic control in effect from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. which 
could mean 15-minute delays. There’s also tree work in Willits that may 
just cause five-minute delays.

Reports of a shooting in Redwood Valley ended in the arrest of a 27 year 
old from Hopland. Deputies reported to an area finding Angelio Bettega, 
who was searched, and found to be in possession of a loaded ghost 
gun. He’s also a known and active gang member and is not allowed to 
possess firearms due to previous felony convictions. He’s now charged 
with Possession of Firearm by Convicted Felon, carrying a Loaded 
Firearm by a Gang Member, and Carry a Loaded Firearm: Not 
Registered Person. He was held on $15,000.00 bail.

The Gibson House, a mental health facility providing housing is 
reopening. Redwood Community Services put the program on hiatus last 
December after a fire broke out and caused damage to the building. 
They’re done with construction but were working on furnishing the place. 
With that, they’ve announced some needs, including mattresses, box 
frames and sheets, bathroom items like towels and shower curtains and 
loads of kitchen goods, such as utensils, pots, pans, and other cooking 
materials. They say independent housing in the community is one of 
their key goals. They help residents learn to live on their own and look 
for work and help them with social skills. It can house 8 adults who need 
24/7 care.

The Governor, who’s running in November for re-election is reportedly 
running campaign ads in Florida. The message is that the policies in 
California and Florida are quite different, and Newsom is asking folks to 
come along with him as images of former President Trump and Gov. 
Ron DeSantis flash on the screen, which begs the question, is Newsom 
eyeing a presidential bid? The commercial says Republican leaders are 
banning books, making it harder to vote, restricting speech in 
classrooms, and criminalizing women and doctors. He says residents 
there should come to California, “where we still believe in freedom — 
freedom of speech, freedom to choose, freedom from hate and the 
freedom to love.”

A fire broke out on July 4th as fireworks blasted across Northern 
Sonoma County. Mendo Fever reports the vegetation fire started just 
before 10 pm last night in Geyserville. The fire quickly spread to three 
acres near the intersection of Geysers Road and Wilson Road. 
Firefighters from the CAL FIRE Mendocino Unit were requested for help, 
but firefighters on scene first got quick control, with the fire contained by 
10:20 p.m. and complete control by 10:45 p.m.
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A new budget has been passed by the Legislature and signed into law 
by the Governor which keeps out of pocket health insurance costs down. 
The Governor signed the $308 billion budget with $17 billion of inflation 
relief and almost $56 billion in climate investments. Assemblyman Jim 
Wood had a couple bills included in the budget package allowing the 
state marketplace, or Covered California, to continue providing subsidies 
which the federal government had been covering with COVID19 relief 
money. That money stops at the end of the year, but the new budget 
continues to offer the subsidies. And Wood’s priority health care bill 
creating the Office of Health Care Affordability which will work on 
collecting data from health insurers, hospitals, and physician 
organizations to help find ways to contain costs.

The Clearlake City Council is requesting cutting water usage. The 
council will also take on a cannabis project at their meeting Thursday. 
They start in closed session to discuss some upcoming litigation they’re 
expecting and employee negotiations. In open session, they’re taking on 
possible mandatory water allocations and other drought mitigation 
measures ordered by the state. Lake Co News reports the council will 
also hear the first reading of a traffic and parking related ordinance. 
They’ll discuss road projects and contracts, including a chip seal project. 
They will also be appointing a council member and two possible 
alternates as voting delegates for the League of California Cities annual 
conference in September.
A fire burning in Amador County has spread fast with only 5% 
containment. The Electra Fire was reported last night to be 3,900 acres 
with over 1,200 structures threatened. Cal Fire reported the fire was 
active and the threat to infrastructure was critical. The fire’s activity 
picked up in the afternoon yesterday along the Amador and Calaveras 
county line. There are mandatory evacuation orders in place all around 
the fire and several roads are closed. Cal Fire also reported the fire was 
threatening “critical power infrastructure”. It started July 4th near a PG&E 
station where some vacationers took shelter after the ignition. There 
were about 100 people there until first responders cleared trees and 
power lines to rescue them.

A wildfire has been contained in Kelseyville. Fire officials say it started 
as a one-acre grass and oak woodland fire that had a moderate rate of 
speed. Power lines were also reported down in the area. There had 
been concern the fire could have split and gone in two directions, but 
thankfully that didn’t happen. There was also one structure threatened 
for a time. The fire burned a couple of acres but was contained after 
retardant was dropped around nearly the entire fire.Fort Bragg’s massive salmon barbeque was a hit. Even though the 
weather wasn’t great, many came out for what they call the World’s 
Largest Salmon BBQ. The annual event happens each year around 
Independence Day, on the first Saturday of July. Folks travel from all 
over to chow on fresh grilled salmon and listen to live music in Noyo 
Harbor. They put it on to raise money to support salmon restoration on 
the North Coast. In the past money has gone to the Mendocino Land 
Trust’s salmon stream restoration project on the Noyo River, the Eel 
River Recovery Project’s salmon monitoring efforts, and Mendocino High 
School’s School of Natural Resources or SONAR program.
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Another fire has broken out in Mendocino County. The fire in the Covelo 
area was last reported as 100% contained with “crews mopping up” The 
fire was reportedly hard to get to due to steep and rugged terrain. There 
were several fire departments on the Nome Fire, including Cal Fire, the 
US Forest Service, Laytonville Fire, Brooktrails Fire, and California 
Department of Corrections. A Nixle Alert was sent out by the Sheriff’s 
office that a fire was burning, but they didn’t order any evacuations. They 
said to visit mendoready.org for more information. Cal Fire reported the 
fire at 20 acres.

A big turnout in Fort Bragg for a protest against the overturning of Roe v. 
Wade. Over 100 people outside town hall this Fourth of July weekend 
with Congressman Jared Huffman in the crowd. He spoke too, Friday 
night, saying he was part of the “overwhelming majority of Americans” 
against the Supreme Court’s historic move. He also mentioned another 
ruling by the Supremes, in West Virginia v. Environmental Protection 
Agency which strangles the federal government’s ability to regulate 
greenhouse gas emissions. Huffman told attendees to use their energy 
to support reproductive rights groups and abortion funds and said 
access here in Calif. would be protected.

Two new pharmacy residents have been welcomed into the fold at 
Adventist Health Ukiah Valley. The two started last week in the Adventist 
Health Ukiah Valley Postgraduate Year One (PGY-1) Pharmacy 
Residency Program. The program is pretty new, just starting in 2019 
getting its full accreditation in 2020. It’s part of a Doctor of Pharmacy 
(PharmD) Education like an internship. Michael Kim who got his PharmD 
degree from Touro University and a BS from Davis is one of the new 
residents. And Angela Van also got her PharmD degree at Touro, but 
got her BS from the University of California, Merced.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors has unanimously agreed to 
authorize Public Services to accept a grant to improve local parks. The 
Board authorized the Public Services Director to prepare the needed 
documents and get them to the Department of Transportation for the 
Clean California Local Grant Program. The state awarded Lake County 
over 1.3M dollars for a park improvement project. Plus, the city of 
Clearlake is getting over 1.5M to clean and beautify its downtown 
corridor. The grants from the Clean Calif. Initiative to beautify areas, 
clean trash, and debris and more. The money for Lake will pay for work 
at 15 county parks to include removing trash, cleanup and beautification, 
public art, shade structures, trees, drinking fountains, benches, 
trash/recycling receptacles and litter abatement signs.
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Call (707) 459-6827 for more information or to volunteer.

A new report says the reason there was so much COVID19 in state 
prisons was due to overcrowding, sometimes in really old buildings, and 
the quickly changing conditions and complex coordination. The report 
put out by UC San Francisco and the University of California, Berkeley 
showed state corrections leaders and staff used “extraordinary” and 
sometimes innovative efforts to keep the virus in check It fell short of 
preventing the tens of thousands of COVID cases that broke out and 
infected inmates and prison staff. Report authors say many of the prison 
officials statewide did heroic work in extremely difficult circumstances, 
but in many cases, it still wasn’t enough. Researchers said there were 
over 50,000 cases of COVID among inmates — including 240 deaths — 
by December 2021.Have a great chili recipe? The Willits Harrah Senior Center is putting on 
their traditional Chili Cook Off once again. This year it will be at 
Recreation Grove Park in Willits on Aug. 19th. The coordinator says it’s 
outdoors this year due to COVID. She says they’ve barely had any 
fundraisers since the pandemic started, and this is one of the biggest. 
They’ll open registration August 1st. Anyone interested should call the 
Senior Center. Be prepared to cook about two gallons of chili to bring to 
the park the day of the event. Awards are handed out for best chili and 
best decorated table. Full tables are $100 and half tables are $50. They 
also have a pancake breakfast fundraiser coming up and need 
volunteers for both events.

A new report says the state has missed a year of rain in many places. 
The extreme drought adds up to one year of missed rain over the last 
three years, per the Bay Area News Group interview with a 
meteorologist at Golden Gate Weather Services in Half Moon Bay. The 
report showed the three years ending June 30th saw most Northern 
California cities getting just about a half to two-thirds of their historical 
average rainfall. Apparently, Southern California has been closer to 
normal with Los Angeles getting 77% of its historical average the last 
three years. But San Diego was better, with 85% of normal. No matter 
though, because the majority of California’s biggest reservoirs are in 
Northern California which got barely half of its historical average rainfall 
for the three years in the study.

Because of so many complaints and a loss of revenue for so many 
cannabis businesses, the state is revamping its cannabis tax structure. 
That includes doing away with a tax on growers to see if it will bolster the 
struggling recreational industry. The changes put in place last week are 
part of the latest state budget. It also means tax credits for some in the 
recreational business, an expansion of labor rights in the industry and a 
change in the collection of a state excise tax going from distributors 
instead to retailers. Many industry groups were in favor of the changes 
and it won mass approval in the Legislature. But, some retailers weren’t 
really into it, saying they won’t feel it at all, and some lawmakers 
complained it didn’t scratch the surface as far as ongoing racial 
disparities go.



Sheet1

Page 9

07/07/22

A firefighter has been injured in the massive fire in California’s Gold 
Country. Better weather conditions have helped contain more of the fire. 
Cal Fire reports the Electra Fire has burned nearly 6.5 square miles 
without taking down any structures so far. It’s 40% contained. And 17% 
is controlled. Cal Fire reported humidity in the early morning hours 
helped quell the flames enough for some evacuation orders to be lifted. 
Humidity levels were between 75-90% with mostly light winds, but higher 
winds were expected in the afternoon hours. There are still over 1,200 
structures threatened.  The fire began along a river during a 4th of July 
celebration, but the cause is under investigation. It’s possible fireworks 
or a barbecue could have caused it to start.

Jury duty is never popular, but in Mendocino County, a report says 
thousands have failed to appear. Mendo Fever reports one in three 
people summoned are bailing on their civic duty, either asking for 
postponements or trying to get excused. A court executive at Superior 
Court told the news site it was a “disturbingly high percentage”. The 
failure rate is at 33 percent for the last fiscal year, as opposed to 20-25% 
in past years. The court executive says the failure rate is slowing civil 
and criminal trials getting started in a timely manner. And the presiding 
Judge in the court says without jurors full engagement, the justice 
system could come to a grinding halt.

Free sports physicals for back-to-school kids are being hosted by 
Adventist Health in Ukiah and Willits. The free physicals for youth 
athletes come with backpacks and other school supplies. The events are 
from 9 am – 1 pm starting this Sunday and on July 23rd from 8 am to 1 
pm. Younger kids get the early morning slots and college age students, 
the later ones. The hospital system says the sports physicals meet all 
the requirements for participation in sports, but are not to replace yearly, 
comprehensive physicals. Annual exams are recommended for all 
children to ensure overall health.

A woman camping at Lake Pillsbury went over a cliff. Mendo Fever 
reports hearing on the scanner last night before 10, the female fell near 
the Fuller Grove campground. Air and ground ambulances were 
requested along with the Lake’s volunteer fire dept. Cal Fire also 
reported to the scene and rescued the woman. She was reported to only 
have minor injuries and was plucked from a canyon. The air and ground 
ambulances were canceled.

A wildfire burning near Geyserville is surrounded. The Merlin Fire burned 
about five acres in grass in Northern Sonoma County. Firefighters from 
above were dropping retardant on the flames and an air tanker was 
called in for support. The fire held and was quickly contained with air 
resources told it was okay to leave.
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The positivity rate for COVID19 is picking up again in California. It’s 
getting close to the numbers we experienced back in January when the 
omicron strain started to surge. The California Department of Public 
Health is reporting a statewide test positivity rate of 15%, up from 13.2% 
a week before. It’s the highest rate since January and has increased by 
ten times since April. The public health dept. also reported about 40 
cases/100,000 residents. But testing is down a lot, so it’s tough to really 
pinpoint an exact amount of positives as people use at-home rapid tests 
or don’t get tested at all. The omicron substrain, BA.5 is the most 
dominant variant in the state at the moment.

A man has been arrested in Lakeport after he fired off illegal fireworks, 
seriously burning a child. Ellery Penas of Millbrae was arrested on July 
4th after a report of a 4 year old hit by a firework. He had reportedly shot 
off a multi-round firework launcher that had flaming ball charges in it and 
when it started, it launched into a group of people, hitting the toddler in 
the belly, burning their clothing, giving them 2nd degree burns. Penas 
was arrested for felony child endangerment causing injury, launching a 
dangerous firework likely to injure and for possession of illegal fireworks. 
Police say there were multiple other fireworks related incidents and 
arrests, including a grass fire that ignited from a shooting firework.

Congressman Mike Thompson’s office has announced a live town hall 
on Zoom. It’s happening tonight at 6:30. Thompson’s focus this time, the 
economy. You can email his office for the Zoom link, or watch live on his 
Facebook page. As with many of his town halls, Thompson is hosting a 
guest. This time around it’s Mark Zandi, the chief economist of Moody’s 
Analytics. They’re primed to discuss the economy and rising costs, also 
the implications of recent Supreme Court decisions, gun violence 
prevention, the war in Ukraine and more.
A minor has been arrested after a police chase in a stolen golf cart in 
Willits. Police say it happened on July 4th just before midnight. An officer 
spotted a couple of kids on golf carts without headlights or other 
roadway safety features. The officer tried stopping the kids but says they 
took off. One tried to get away but was caught after jumping out of the 
cart and running. The 15-year-old had a blood alcohol test, after 
seeming drunk and it showed a higher than .08% reading. Cops found 
the second golf cart abandoned. Mendocino Deputies say Spare Time 
Supply owned the carts. The one juvenile who was caught was booked 
into juvenile hall for Felony Evading, Vehicle Theft, DUI and DUI with 
blood alcohol content higher than .08%, Conspiracy and more. The other 
juvenile is still on the run.
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A new report from the state Department of Education about teacher 
assignment reporting showed Lake County under the state average for 
dropouts and graduations. The report also showed a high chronic 
absenteeism rate. The report shows how teacher credentialing aligned 
with teaching assignments by subject and per the amount of students. 
This is the first report that came out for the Every Student Succeeds Act, 
a requirement of the Act. The data was taken over several years from 
the Commission on Teacher Credentialing and the California 
Department of Education. Most info from 2016-2017, but some of it 
came from last year. All the info from California Public Schools.

A resident of Ukiah who lost their cat says it was trapped, then moved. 
Police say they’re investigating Aphrael Dunston’s claim that one of her 
cats, Snowball, who disappeared in March, led her to another of her 
cats, found in a trap in the back of a truck by her neighbor’s house. She 
was able to free her cat and confronted the truck owner and called 
police. Dunston says the responding officer told her it wasn’t illegal to 
trap a stray animal on your property if you take them to an animal 
shelter. Police say they’re trying to determine if there was any illegal 
activity related to the two cats, and if so, they’ll send the report to the 
DA’s office. It comes after Snowball disappeared again last week but 
was returned home to his family.

A former Ukiah cop accused of sex crimes and intimidation has copped 
a plea. Kevin Murray was facing seven felonies and a misdemeanor. 
During a pretrial conference Murray pleaded no contest to one felony 
and one misdemeanor and faces up to four years behind bars, at the 
most, and two year’s probation, the least. Murray was set to start a jury 
trial in two weeks, but that was canceled. He was ordered instead to 
report to a probation officer. He’s served two months already and the 
judge said she didn’t think she’d add more time. He also pleaded no 
contest for false imprisonment and had been charged with forcible rape, 
but that was dropped, as were other charges including burglary and 
possession of a controlled substance. Murray is still being sued by a 
former police officer for sexual harassment and other charges. He will be 
sentenced in his criminal case August 24th.

Hospice is expanding in Mendocino County. The program for those near 
the end of their life to keep them comfortable as they near the end. 
Adventist Health Hospice of Mendocino County has been servicing 
Willits and Ukiah and has expanded from Laytonville, south to Hopland, 
into Potter Valley, and now out to the Mendocino Coast. They also have 
plans to expand into Covelo and Anderson Valley. They have nurses, a 
chaplain, home health aides and a social worker.
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Bad news for those making minimum wage, hoping for a raise to $18/hr. 
The subject won’t be on the November ballot. The Secretary of State’s 
office reported petitions for the plan didn’t garner enough verified 
signatures by the deadline to qualify the measure. By January the 
minimum wage will increase to $15.50/hr. driven by inflation. The 
California Living Wage Act looked to increase the wage to $16 next 
January instead, then up to $18 by 2025. The plan was to adjust it each 
year to align with the cost of living.

Kiddos in Boonville who raised Monarch butterflies have released them 
into the air. The Anderson Valley Unified School District Superintendent 
says the newly hatched butterflies were magical to watch with the kids. 
The project for second graders started with butterfly larva, which arrived 
at the school with their food in a container. The students raised them as 
they formed the Chrysalis in the cap of the container. When they are 
solid, the teacher pinned them to a butterfly net and students witnessed 
the metamorphosis over several days.

The Electra Fire in Gold Country is now the second largest fire of the 
season. It’s burning in the Sierra Nevada foothills straddling Amador and 
Calaveras counties. Nearly 4,300 acres have been charred by the fire 
which started on July 4th along the Mokelumne River. Cal Fire reports 
the fire is currently 60% contained. And while no structures have been 
damaged, one firefighter has been injured. There are still evacuations in 
place in both counties. The fire’s burning across the 2015 Butte Fire 
scar. That fire killed two people, burned almost 71,000 acres and 
destroyed 877 structures.  

Farm and food production workers on the front lines during the darkest 
days of the pandemic had their rights violated. That’s the word from a 
new report by the California Institute for Rural Studies. The report says 
not only were Cal/OSHA guidelines ignored, but farm and food 
production employers frequently didn’t provide face masks, enforce 
physical distancing or tell workers if there were COVID outbreaks at 
worksites. The study used data gathered from April 2020 through 
December 2021. Not only that, but the penalties for the companies were 
puny even though the farm and food companies had the most violations.

A Native American art exhibit is opening to the public in Middletown. The 
opening of Earth Sky and Everything in Between featuring the work of 
Pomo basket weaver and cultural educator Corine Pearce is tomorrow 
night. The Middletown Art Center is hosting Pearce with an introduction 
and blessing at 6:30 pm. There you will find baskets, paintings, photos, 
digital media, and other art installations. The Record Bee reports it will 
highlight current, and long-time challenges and issues like colonialism, 
land access, intergenerational trauma, Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous women, identity, and blood quantum.
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Congressman Mike Thompson working with his counterpart in 
Washington, Congresswoman Pramila Jayapal have introduced a bill to 
protect the right to contraception. The Protecting Access to 
Contraception Act of 2022 looks to codify the right of Americans to 
access contraception. It comes after the overturning by the US Supreme 
Court of Roe v. Wade, in which Supreme Court Justice Clarence 
Thomas’ opinion said there should also be other precedent rulings 
reconsidered, including Griswold v. Connecticut, a 1965 court decision 
recognizing the constitutional right of married adults to access 
contraception without government restriction. Thompson’s legislation 
would prevent states or localities from prohibiting or restricting the sale, 
purchase, possession, transportation, or use of contraception.

In case you missed it, the Fourth of July parade in Mendocino County 
came back this year, but there was a wrinkle. There were people 
picketing in the crowd at the first in person parade for the holiday since 
the COVID-19 pandemic started. The theme was “Forward, Together”, 
but some folks in the crowd weren’t holding signs related to the theme, 
instead they said stuff like “mind your own uterus’, “I make my own 
decisions” and other reproductive freedom slogans. All of course related 
to the recent Supreme Court overturning of Roe v. Wade. There were 
floats though in alignment with the theme and holiday and those 
protesting didn’t seem to take away from the fun.

It was one and done for firefighters in the tiny hamlet of Mendocino. A 
fire broke out in the 9000 block of Highway 1 near the Brewery Gulch 
Inn, but aircraft descended on the fire, dropping retardant and 
squelching it before it could spread. A power line was reported down in 
the area. 4 aircraft headed to the fire, but two quickly returned. The fire 
was reported to be 100’x100′.

A new report says the COVID19 pandemic laid bare racial and economic 
health disparities and that led to lower life expectancies for some groups. 
The UCLA and Calif. Policy Lab researchers said between 2019 and 
2021, the life expectancy for Latino Californians went down nearly six 
years, from 82.5 years to 76.8. That was twice the amount for all 
Californians where it was pegged at six years and three times more than 
white Californians of close to two years. It was also down by almost four 
years for Black Californians, from 74.8 years to 71, and by three years 
for Asian Californians, from 86.6 years to 83.5.

A mistrial declared in the case of a man charged with sex crimes against 
kids in Mendocino County. 54-year-old Tomas Pool will go back to court 
in two weeks after jurors deadlocked in the case against him, leading to 
the mistrial. He’s charged with six felony counts and two special 
allegations.

A bunch of PG&E customers in the dark along State Route 128. 
Hundreds of customers in Yorkville, Boonville, and Philo had no power. 
The energy company reported 2,125 customers lost power yesterday 
afternoon for several hours. They were investigating how it started, but 
no word yet…
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The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors are considering an 
urgency ordinance to blend two offices together. At their regular meeting 
tomorrow the board will look at merging the Offices of Auditor/Controller 
and Treasurer/Tax Collector. They’ll also move to place Chemise 
Cubbison in a position to run both offices as one. They’ll also discuss 
spending tax revenue on fire protection and emergency services.

A massive wildfire has exploded in size and continues threatening a 
California treasure that people flock to from across the globe. The 
Washburn Fire in Yosemite National Park is threatening the iconic 
Sequoia trees and a small mountain town. It burned over 2,000 acres at 
last check this morning with zero containment. Evacuations are in place 
as folks were camping in the park. Others who live nearby were told to 
leave, even as parts of the park stayed open. More than 500 mature 
sequoias are threatened in the Mariposa Grove. So far none of the 
named trees had severe damage, including the 3,000-year-old Grizzly 
Giant. The town of Wawona is threatened.

A woman from Covelo faces multiple criminal charges after a routine 
traffic stop. Deputies pulled Keisha Hoaglin over last Wednesday 
morning due to a vehicle code violation. The Deputy found Hoaglin was 
lying and gave him a phony name, and that she had a warrant for her 
arrest. He also found drug paraphernalia in the vehicle and a case to 
hold a gun. She was immediately arrested and the car searched. In it 
were a couple of baggies with about 44 grams of meth, a loaded AR-15 
without a serial number, tons of ammo, a pipe and more. She’s charged 
with numerous crimes including Possession of an Assault Weapon with 
a Short Barrel, Felon/Addict in Possession of a Firearm, Felony 
Possession of a Controlled substance while Armed, and Felony False 
Impersonation of Another. Hoaglin was held on $37,500.00 bail.

Two women in an altercation at the Carnival By the Sea in Fort Bragg 
led to one being pepper sprayed. Police say the two were first fighting 
online, on social media due to a love triangle. Eyewitnesses at the 
Carnival say a 19-year-old woman approached a 20-year-old identified 
as Lacee Cummings. They say Cummings pulled out a taser and 
demanded the other girl get away from her and looked to be about to 
use the taser but dropped it. Cops say Cummings then pulled out some 
pepper spray and sprayed the 19-year-old in the face. She ended up in 
the hospital for treatment and agreed to prosecute. Cummings and her 
boyfriend and others said the 19-year-old had continued to threaten 
Cummings, but police say due to various statements by witnesses they 
are still investigating and no arrests were made.

A fire’s out in Ukiah before it gets away and causes damage or 
destruction. The vegetation fire broke out yesterday near the intersection 
of South State Street and Oak Knoll Road. At the time it was just a 
quarter-acre in size with a slow spread rate in dry grass. Scanner reports 
said there was also electric lines involved. The fire was quickly contained 
and firefighters stayed to keep an eye on the burning embers.
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A burned-out building had a bit of life added to it with a mural of a 
missing or murdered indigenous woman. An arsonist burned three 
buildings in downtown Covelo almost two years ago. One business 
reopened elsewhere, but the others stayed standing. Then a well-known 
muralist and advocate of Missing and Murdered Indigenous women 
painted a striking mural of Khadijah Britton. Britton vanished in February 
of 2018. Shane Grammer worked with community members to install the 
mural on the former Round Valley Center for the Arts which was gutted 
in the arson fire. Grammer has installed multiple projects in Mendocino 
and Lake Counties and works with local kids to educate them on art and 
advocacy.

Another death by drowning in Lake Berryessa. The third in two weeks. 
This time an 18-year-old man from Vallejo drowned yesterday in the 
waters of Lake Berryessa. The Napa County Sheriff’s Office reported 
Zaire Watu Fairley was at the lake with three friends and while standing 
on a log he slipped and fell into the lake. There happened to be an off-
duty cop there at the time who jumped out of his boat and found Fairley 
underwater, dragging him to shore. There were also several off-duty 
nurses there who all tried to resuscitate the teen. He was airlifted to a 
nearby hospital and pronounced dead. The first of the three drownings 
was June 27th, a 16 year old who fell off a raft, the second was July 3rd, 
a 35 year old man from San Pablo, who tried to save his son from 
drowning, only to save the boy, but die himself.

The upcoming almond harvest is down. A new report says this year will 
see a 11% downturn over last year, but it’s not all bad news. The 
National Agricultural Statistics Service report estimates 2.6 billion 
pounds will be harvested in the fall. It was just under 3 billion last year 
and 3.1 billion in 2020. The drought has actually helped though, less 
product from areas with unstable water supplies, the same goes for frost 
in some places in late February. The report said the average price 
growers need to survive is about $2 per pound. It was a close call with 
the average last year at $1.76 and $1.71 the year before.

A man from Ukiah is suing the police department and city for violations 
of his constitutional rights and assault under color of law. Arturo Valdes 
was arrested in March of 2021. Pictures online show his face battered, 
with a misshapen noise and bruising. The arrest for suspicion of DUI at 
his home. His lawyer claims he went out to dinner with his family and got 
into a small accident in the parking lot of the restaurant. There were no 
injuries or property damage. He traded info with another driver and left 
the scene. Officers went to his home after for a reported hit and run and 
charged him with DUI with prior DUI convictions, resisting arrest, and 
child cruelty for driving with his kids. His lawyer says he and his wife 
were mistreated. They filed a federal complaint in May and are suing 
now. It’s the second lawsuit against the police dept and city accusing the 
agency of civil rights violations and assault under color of law.
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Due to threats of rising violence, the state has awarded tens of millions 
to a dozen organizations who work to stop hate crimes. The California 
Attorney General’s office has a report showing hate crimes went up 89% 
the last ten years or so, and Asian hate crimes shot up by 177% in 2021. 
The Governor chimed in on the matter saying hatred and bigotry have 
been stoked, and acts of cowardice and violence have increased at an 
alarming rate. The $30 million will pay for services for mental health, 
wellness, and community healing, legal assistance, navigation, and case 
management, working on understanding and empathy, youth 
development, senior safety and ambassador/ escort programs, individual 
and community safety planning, bystander training and other de-
escalation techniques, and intervention services.

Is your child interested in state parks? MendoParks, Hendy Woods 
Community, and California State Parks Sonoma-Mendocino Coast 
District are running a program for Junior Rangers. They get together at 
over 70 state parks, where they play games, go hiking, create their own 
animal, discover tracks, and observe wildlife. Like a scout program, 
children get a stamp that they can enter into a logbook, and they can 
earn rewards. There are various Junior Ranger activity areas including, 
geology, ecology, history, safety, plants, and wildlife. The program is free 
to visitors who’ve paid for a park entrance or camping fee.

A Senior Deputy DA has retired from the Mendocino County DA’s office. 
On the District Attorney’s Facebook page, they noted Friday was the last 
day on the job, after 34 years for long-time prosecutor, Elizabeth Marie 
“Beth” Norman. The Mendocino County native got her JD from the 
University of North Dakota School of Law and later started working for 
the Mendocino County DA in 1988. DA Eyster called her the office’s 
“Swiss army knife” at a going away dinner last weekend. She handled 
everything from DUI’s to burglaries to child sexual assaults to murders, 
making her way up to a management-level prosecutor. The DA says she 
will be missed, and made the county a safer place to live and work 
because of her persistent pursuit of justice.

The fire burning in Yosemite National Park has some containment, and a 
cause. Cal Fire reports the Washburn Fire was human caused because 
there was no lightning that day. They are investigating the 2,270 acre 
fire. There are still evacuations for the Mariposa Grove, where the park’s 
oldest grove of sequoia trees stand. And the town of Wawona and the 
Wawona Campground were also emptied. The fire is outside the grove 
of trees and the operations manager of that section of the fire says 
things look okay for now. He says hand lines and other work was being 
done to protect the grove of about 500 trees first protected by Abraham 
Lincoln in 1864. That’s before Yosemite National Park and the National 
Park Service were even created. The fire is 22% contained. Other areas 
of the park, though smoke-filled, are open.
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A fourth California condor is about to be released by the Northern 
California Condor Restoration Program. The bird will be taken into Yurok 
ancestral territory and the Redwood National Park. There have not been 
critically endangered birds in the park for at least 100 years. The release 
depends on the bird entering and exiting a staging pen that has access 
to the outside world. The bird will join 3 others and will be the first prey-
go-neesh over Yurok skies since 1892. Another group of condors is 
expected to come in next month and be released with the others in later 
summer or early fall. They plan to bring a group in annually for release. 
The others are said to be doing well in the rewilding project. The Yurok 
Tribe began the condor reintroduction in 2008.

Two men from Ukiah have been arrested after a Deputy spotted them, 
recognizing one of them who had a warrant for his arrest. Tobias Wood, 
the passenger in the vehicle was contacted along with the driver, William 
Kidd. The Deputies say they saw Wood moving items around in the car 
as they approached. They detained Wood for the warrant, and found 
Kidd was on felony probation and could be searched. There was a 
commercial quantity of Fentanyl which the Deputies surmised was going 
to be sold. The two men were arrested on various charges including 
possession of a controlled substance/narcotic for sales, bringing a 
controlled substance into jail and transporting narcotics for sale. Wood 
was held on $105,000.00 bail and Kidd on $25,000.00 bail.

The new Superintendent of Schools for Mendocino County has written a 
Letter to the Editor for Mendo Fever. Nicole Glentzer says she’s honored 
to have been elected and thanked “countless volunteers and supporters” 
who helped her win the June 7th election. She also said she was 
“especially grateful” to be supported by fellow educators. She went on to 
say as a parent herself, and an educator, she knows about the current 
challenges, first-hand. From staffing shortages to the impact of COVID, 
school safety, and student performance, Glentzer says when she takes 
over the office in January, she’ll work collaboratively to address the 
challenges and says she’s committed to lead schools and the County 
Office of Education to overcome them.

After a routine traffic stop on Highway 162, a man from was arrested for 
DUI and found with a ghost gun. The Sheriff’s Dept. reports last Friday 
night Gonzalo Vazquez was in Covelo alone. A Deputy smelled booze in 
the car and says Vazquez seemed like he was drunk. When they asked 
him to exit the vehicle, he was about to be given a field sobriety test, but 
the Deputy saw ammunition in a cup holder in the center console.  The 
guy was asked if there were firearms in the vehicle and found that yes, 
there was one in the trunk. The car was searched, and Vazquez was 
cuffed. The Deputy found a ghost gun and loads of ammo. Vazquez was 
arrested for DUI of alcohol/drugs and since he had a criminal history, he 
wasn’t allowed to have guns. His home was also searched, and more 
ghost guns were found there, including an AR-15 style semi-automatic 
rifle with an illegal short barrel, multiple rounds of ammo, firearm parts 
and packaging materials. He’s held on $25,000.00 bail.
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A convicted sex offender set to be sentenced gets a reprieve while 
awaiting a new trial. 36 year old Antonio Thomas Magalhaes of Nice was 
found guilty after only an hour of jury deliberations in April. He was 
charged with seven offenses, including forcible rape; first degree 
burglary; rape of an intoxicated person; rape of an unconscious person; 
and domestic violence involving corporal injury. He was accused of 
abusing two victims, one of them repeatedly over a six month period 
from 2018 to 2019. He faced 38 years to life in prison, but his lawyer 
filed for a new trial last week, so the judge is reviewing the motion and 
trial transcripts. So, next month the court will hear the motion, and if it is 
not given a green light, the sentencing will take place instead. 
Magalhaes is being held in the Lake County Jail.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors is hearing a presentation about a 
new state program for those suffering from mental illness and need 
housing. At their meeting this morning, the Board will also figure out 
what to do about the empty District 4 supervisorial seat after Tina Scott 
said she would leave at the end of July. Her seat could land on the 
November election ballot. The board is also considering a response this 
morning to the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ asking for a comment on the 
Robinson Rancheria of Pomo Indians non-gaming land acquisition 
application. They want to put over a dozen parcels of land in trust for its 
casino near Nice. Officials reportedly concerned because the more than 
800 acres are in the boundaries of a restoration project on the Middle 
Creek Flood Damage and Ecosystem Restoration Project.

Water usage is down in Calif. The State Water Resources Control Board 
reported urban water use was down just over 3% in May as compared to 
May 2020. The report also says preliminary data from last month of 30% 
of the state’s population had water usage down 7.7% compared to June 
2020. Still, state officials say Californians and businesses have to do 
more to save water during the extreme drought. It comes after water use 
was up 19% in March and almost 18% in April compared to the same 
months in 2020. All still way lower than what the Governor asked for, 
water usage to be down 15%.

Some truckers in Calif. and owner operators of the trucking companies 
say they’re trying to figure out what to do about a bill in the Assembly. 
The bill mandates they pass a three-part test to be considered 
independent contractors. If they don’t pass it, they’d be considered 
employees, entitled to benefits. Bloomberg is reporting as many as 
70,000 truck owner-operators pretty much prop up the entire California 
transport industry. The Calif. Trucking Association sued, and it ended up 
in the US Supreme Court, who refused to hear the case. The trucking 
industry pretty much relies on contractors, who’ve been fighting to be 
exempt from state regulations for years. The Association says the law 
could mean thousands of independent truckers leave the job until they 
can work to comply with the new regulations.
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Apparently, a perk that helped pay off the administrator of a Cal State 
University campus accused of impropriety is still available. EdSource 
reports some administrators in the CSU system have been offered perks 
or retreats as part of their contracts even as they’re investigated for 
allegations of misconduct or have had disciplinary actions against them. 
This led to the resignation of Joseph Castro as chancellor. EdSource 
says an investigation uncovered the Fresno State president was offered 
a six-figure settlement to leave as he was accused of sexual harassment 
and bullying. But a new policy is emerging. The California State 
University Board of Trustees is changing how administrators are allowed 
to get tenured faculty positions. It wouldn’t be allowed if they’re fired or 
under investigation for misconduct or policy violations.

Over $2 million dollars is coming to Mendocino County for more electric 
vehicle charging stations. Two grant programs from the California 
Energy Commission will pay for the stations over the next few years. The 
county will spend over $855,000 to install 20 level 2 chargers at the 
administrative building complex in Ukiah and four more at the social 
services complex. They’ll be open to the public during daytime office 
hours, and, at night, the county will use them for its vehicle fleet. The 
other grant includes $718,500 for rebates to Mendocino County 
businesses, tribes, low-income housing developers, shopping centers 
and public entities to install public level 2 and fast-charging EV stations 
at their properties in Willits, Fort Bragg, Point Arena and Elk. Another 
$800,000 is for high-speed EV chargers along rural highways and in low-
income communities, and $633,000 more for hotels along coastal 
Highway 1.

Seems like PG&E is still trying to dump the Potter Valley Project. The 
company has put out a schedule they’d like to follow to finally surrender 
their application and decommission the Potter Valley Project. The filing 
with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) could mean the 
Project could finally be removed as conservation groups try to heal 
native steelhead and salmon. They say this is a step in the right direction 
so the Eel River could be free-flowing again, filled with salmon and 
steelhead runs again. PG&E says it will take over two years for the 
application process to play out, and at six months from approval, they’ll 
send a draft surrender and decommission plan for the Project to FERC. 
It would include the two Eel River dams, a diversion tunnel where water 
moves from the Eel watershed and into the East Branch of the Russian 
River, and a powerhouse.
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Due to previous under-burning for fire suppression, it’s said that the 
famed grove of giant sequoias in Yosemite National Park are safe. 
Regular undergrowth burning of the trees helped the massive trees 
survive the first fire that came their way in a century. The info per a 
forest ecologist who toured the site yesterday. The fires are generally 
small. They’ve been going on for the last half century to protect the 
world’s largest trees from flames. The Washburn Fire started last week 
and threatened campers and those living in the nearby town of Wawona. 
Some of the trees did get charring scars as flames reportedly reached as 
high as 70 feet up their trunks. The Washburn has burned more than 
3,500 acres and lost some containment. It had been 22% surrounded, 
but Cal Fire reports it’s now at 17%.

Due to the latest strain of the omicron coronavirus, Calif. is seeing a 
surge in new infections and hospitalizations. The BA.5 subvariant is 
more contagious bringing the state’s positivity rate up over recent weeks. 
The state Department of Public Health reported 36.1 cases per 100,000 
residents, which is actually down about 11% from the week before. But 
the state reports that might be because of less testing, and not less 
cases as residents use at home rapid tests, which generally go un-
reported to the state. Plus there was the Independence Day Holiday. 
The reported test positivity rate is 16.1%, near the highest point at the 
winter 2020 surge, which was 17.1% at its highest. This past January’s 
surge due to omicron was at 22.5% at its highest point.

Gun manufacturers and dealers dealing with new red tape to sales. They 
have to block sales to anyone they think could be a “substantial risk” of 
using a gun illegally or for hurting themselves or others. This is part of a 
new law the Gov. Gavin Newsom announced yesterday. The law creates 
a “good conduct” code and is more about intuition than actual solid rules. 
It’s one of over a dozen new gun control laws in the state that the 
Governor recently signed into law before Legislators left for their 
monthlong summer recess. Meanwhile, the National Rifle Association 
says the requirements are vague and the state’s trying “frustrate law-
abiding gun owners” and put gun makers and dealers “out of business 
with frivolous litigation.”

After the retirement a couple months ago of the county’s CEO, the 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors Chair Ted Williams announced 
a new county leader. Interim Chief Executive Officer Darcie Antle was 
permanently appointed by the Board as the new Chief Executive Officer. 
She will get a 4-year contract which became effective yesterday. She’s 
been in the position in the meantime since March 20th. She had been 
the asst. CEO since May of 2021, and is also the Disaster Recovery 
Finance Director. After the announcement of her appointment, Antle 
said, as a resident for over three decades and with her experience in 
education, health care, county finances and communications, it will allow 
her to serve well in the position. But she added, it’s only possible with 
the direction of the Board of Supervisors and the help of all departments 
and divisions working together.
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After winning in something of a landslide, the Mendocino County 3rd 
District Supervisor, John Hashak is thanking the community for re-
electing him. He says it’s truly an honor to be a public servant in such a 
beautiful part of the world and to such great people. He reiterated his 
platform from the campaign, that they need to work on the economy, 
safer communities, and a more transparent and better functioning county 
government. He also noted a sales tax up for discussion this week for 
the Supes. He and Supervisor Gjerde have proposed limiting the tax to a 
quarter cent, mostly for fire services, and ten percent to fire prevention, 
resiliency and readiness. But it’s up to the voters in the general election 
in November.

A man from Clearlake with a warrant for his arrest after he didn’t appear 
in court from a case a couple of years ago, has been caught. Ronald 
Raymond Antoni appeared on video for his arraignment and pleaded not 
guilty. The charges against him included felony reckless evading, felony 
evading a peace officer by driving in the opposite direction of traffic and 
DUI. There were also charges against him in a separate case for 
disorderly conduct and being under the influence of a drug. Both cases 
were in 2020, one ending in a Deputy chasing the guy who drove 
recklessly around the patrol car. He said he was afraid to stop and was 
trying to get to the hospital. He admitted he smoked meth and drank 
before driving. He’s due back in court next week for a settlement 
conference and another date was set for a jury trial just in case. He’s 
held on $161,000 bail.

If you’re thinking of running for City Council in Lakeport, you’re in luck. 
Nomination papers can be picked up starting Monday for two seats open 
for a four-year term. Those interested have to be registered to vote and 
live within the City limits of Lakeport. The filing deadline is Thursday, 
August 11th. The person running has to have signatures of at least 20 
registered voters; but not more than 30. The City Clerk’s office asks you 
to call ahead for an appointment during the nomination period, from M-
Th, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

An engineering firm has been hired after the go-ahead from the 
Clearlake City Council to design improvements on Lakeshore Drive. The 
city was looking for the final streetscape design and picked a company 
with a bid of up to, and not exceeding $450,000. There is a 10% 
contingency baked in, just in case. The city’s finance director says the 
ongoing project has been very challenging due to its location next to the 
lake, a narrow road and because it’s a popular tourist spot. The design 
group chosen will take public comment and previous plans into 
consideration as they envision what’s next. It should include streets with 
pedestrian and bicycle connections, options for intersection 
configurations, parking, gateway and visual opportunities, and 
stormwater. The company is also said to be securing grant money to 
finish the project.
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The final arguments are being accepted for the annexation of a portion 
of South Lakeport. The city’s looking to annex 50 parcels on about 140 
acres, now referred to as Measure P. Voters will get to have their voice 
heard this November. 16 of the 50 parcel owners are protesting the 
move. At least 25% were needed to trigger an election on the subject. 
So, a special election was approved for November 8th which the City 
Council approved last month. Only 20 voters will have the final say, 
because they live in the annexation area. Arguments supporting and 
against Measure P need to be submitted for the ballot no later than July 
25th.

It’s still up in the air, as to what to do about an open Lake County Board 
of Supervisors seat. District 4 Supervisor Tina Scott is leaving for a 
teaching position, giving her resignation months ago. It’s effective at the 
end of the month. She’s been on the board for about six years, half-way 
through her second term. Lake Co News reports she’s the first to leave 
without finishing out her term in forty years. The board has had the 
matter on their agenda a few times but has not decided how to fill the 
seat yet. The Governor can also fill the vacancy, if need be, after a 
resignation. Those interested can fill out an appointment application on 
the Governor’s Office appointments website: gov.ca.gov/appointments.

Due to the extreme drought, the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors have approved a draft agreement for water hauling which 
came about because of concerned community members. Mendo Voice 
reports the draft goes next to the planning commission even though 5th 
District Supervisor and Board Chair Ted Williams voted against it due to 
funding concerns. The ordinance looks to regulate selling and moving 
groundwater out of private wells. It comes from the 1st and 3rd District 
Supervisors who sponsored the measure and sat on a committee of 
residents from Laytonville, Redwood Valley, Covelo, Albion, and other 
towns in the county to draft it. The wording says the county can calculate 
a well’s maximum flow rate for extraction, and monitor them to be sure if 
water’s taken it wouldn’t dramatically decrease the overall water 
available.

A woman out on bail for a fatal hit and run three years ago may have to 
report back to jail. Mendo Voice reports Gina Rae Bean is appealing her 
conviction for the crash that killed Calum Hunnicutt who was riding his 
skateboard near Mendocino. But she was apparently cited a couple 
weeks ago for being in possession of drug paraphernalia in Fort Bragg, 
so the county’s looking to revoke her probation. She was the passenger 
in a car pulled over for driving recklessly. Since Bean’s out on bail and 
on probation for her previous conviction, she could be searched. That’s 
when a cop found a meth pipe with meth residue inside. She was not 
taken to jail because it’s a misdemeanor. A probation officer says Bean 
used poor judgment and they’re disappointed in her decision making. 
She was sentenced to nine months in prison for the fatal crash, but is 
appealing.
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A man from Willits is missing. The family of 50-year-old Shannon Phillips 
says they haven’t seen him since July 4th and are concerned he may be 
experiencing a mental health crisis. Phillip’s daughter says they’re 
worried he’s not taking his medication and has not been acting like 
himself. She says, him being gone this long, is unusual. The Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office reported last Friday there was a disturbance at 
Lake Mendocino near an RV, but Phillips was released. He’s described 
as being 5’7” about 145 pounds with long, brown/gray hair. And he may 
have been wearing blue jeans or dark shorts.

UC and Cal State campuses are looking to help whoever might be in 
need, by offering medication abortions. The Cal State campuses don’t 
offer the medicine now, and UC campuses don’t all do it either. But both 
systems say the law that was passed in 2019 should be fully 
implemented by next January. Once the pills are made available, over 
6,000 students/year could access them. CalMatters reports the Senate 
Bill’s author from a few years ago says the significance wouldn’t be 
known back then and is even more important now.

Lake County has a bunch of applicants to choose from for the newly 
created Cannabis Task Force. On Tuesday the community development 
director gave a list of names to the Board. They had 24 applicants for 
seven positions. They gave the seats to a tribal member, a member of 
the Farm Bureau, another from the agriculture industry, the Lake County 
Cannabis Alliance President and another citizen who will represent the 
cannabis industry and a couple others from the north and south regions 
of the county. They also heard an appeal, separately from this, about a 
nuisance and order to abate two pergolas on the Blue Lakes Shoreline.

A woman from Nevada accused of arson, but incompetent to stand trial 
has headed to a mental health facility. 39-year-old Nickelina Rose 
Williams of Fallon was arrested after witnesses said they saw her lighting 
a fire along State Route 29 in Lake County in October of 2021. A hearing 
was set for Sept. 27th, but she’s not been ordered to appear. Last year 
her lawyer declared she was not able to understand the proceedings, so 
the judge ordered they be suspended, and ordered Williams to be 
evaluated and brought back to mental competency to stand trial. In the 
meantime, Williams also asked for a new court appointed lawyer, but 
was denied. She’s charged with felony arson of forest land, felony arson 
during a state of emergency and possessing material/device for arson. 
And she also faces charges in another case of vehicle theft and 
buying/selling/receiving stolen property.
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A new report from Consumer Watchdog says your home may not be 
covered if it has smoke damage from a wildfire. The report shows 
insurance companies have new provisions in homeowner policies and 
for renters too, where they can limit or deny coverage after a wildfire. 
The report says Farmers, Nationwide and the Automobile Club of 
Southern California are some of the companies. Their “Up in Smoke” 
report says companies were lowballing or denying claims as the state 
had three of the most destructive fire years, 2017, 18 & 20. And the 
report says the California FAIR Plan, which is sometimes considered a 
last resort when folks can’t get coverage, is doing the same thing.

A body has been found in a Vineyard in Ukiah. The Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office confirmed 35-year-old Justin Michael Malugani was the 
person who died, but they’re not sure how. They say there were no 
obvious signs of foul play, so an autopsy with a blood alcohol/toxicology 
analysis was scheduled. He was found by a vineyard worker on land 
owned by the City of Ukiah but leased by a local vineyard management 
company. The man had a criminal background, as a convicted arsonist, 
lighting a boat, motorhome, and three vehicles on fire near the Ukiah 
airport two years ago. That got him three years in prison.

Help is needed for the Round Valley Blackberry Festival. It’ll be the first 
time since the pandemic started. This August 20th and 21st is the 39th 
year where they feature blackberry delights, along with arts and crafts 
vendors, Mendocino County wine tasting, a climbing wall, children’s 
games, and live music. Organizers say they ran out of money due to two 
years of being off because of COVID. All volunteers are unpaid. They 
were asking for the community to help raise $5,000, of which they 
already raised $3,000.

Looking for a side-gig? Point Arena is looking for locals to join the City 
Council. The election is this November, as part of the General with three 
open seats on the five-member panel. The terms are four years. Those 
interested can fill out candidacy paperwork starting Monday, July 18th 
until August 12th. If the three incumbents don’t file for re-election during 
the filing period, then the filing period for non-incumbents is extended a 
few days. You must live in Pt. Arena and be registered to vote there too. 
Candidates need to get 5-10 signatures from other area voters to be 
considered, and you need to file a Statement of Economic Interests with 
your nomination papers. Its free to apply.

The City of Ukiah’s looking for whoever lit some hay bales on fire. It 
happened yesterday morning in a field near Kohl’s, by the intersection of 
South Orchard Avenue and Ford Street. Apparently, the hay bales were 
sitting in the field up to four weeks before being ignited. Fire 
investigators were asking local businesses and nearby residents 
whether they may have witnessed anything.
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A large homeless encampment has been removed by police in Lakeport 
along with Public Works staffers. The camp was along the Clear Lake 
shore and considered to be trespassing on private properties. The 
camps were there a couple years and posed a safety, sanitary and fire 
danger risk, per cops. The police chief says there were several wildfires 
started there, threatening surrounding neighborhoods. He also says they 
had been trying to contact people living there multiple times with no luck. 
They had a crisis responder from Lake Family Resource Center helping 
some living there. There were still a few stragglers living there this week 
who were offered help to leave. They were later ordered to vacate the 
area or be arrested, so they finally left. Then the area was cleared out. 
The chief says they took 22,360 pounds of trash.

The Community Development Director in Lake County calls it quits. After 
less than a year on the job, Mary Darby has reportedly resigned. Lake 
Co News reports she was only in the position since last October and quit 
Tuesday during a closed session evaluation with the Board of 
Supervisors. Her last day though, isn’t until November 4th, giving the 
county plenty of time to find her replacement. Next week, the board will 
tackle that issue. Darby was hired last August and started unofficially last 
September. The news site reported since Darby was brought in from 
Georgia for the job, there were five closed door sessions with her on her 
performance. She is also reported to be the sixth person in the position 
since 2016.

Multiple structures have been threatened by a small fire in the Bell 
Springs area. Laytonville Fire, Cal Fire, Leggett and the Little Lake Fire 
Depts were working the Bell Fire. The fire started yesterday and was 
burning in grass and oak woodlands. About 43 acres have burned and 
the fire is 85% contained. No injuries were reported.

A massive construction project is about to be awarded for the city of 
Lakeport’s new Lakefront Park. The City Council is meeting tomorrow 
night on the matter where the Public Works Superintendent is presenting 
a construction services agreement with the lowest bidder on the project. 
At just under 4.4 million dollars, construction could start this fall. The 
project to include a bunch of recreational activities, including a skate 
park, basketball court and splash pad and should be complete by next 
January. It’s being funded by a grant from the California Department of 
Parks and Recreation that goes back to the start of 2020 through 
Proposition 68, the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal 
Protection and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018.
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The Lake County Board of Supervisors continuing to look for a 
permanent Public Health Officer, now working to find a new Community 
Development Director after the last one resigned last week after less 
than a year in the position. The Human Resources Department is 
expected to announce how they’ll be recruiting for the position. Lake Co 
News reports last week the Human Resources dept. started the 
recruitment process and should have a first batch of applications to 
review by the first week of August. If they can’t find any qualified 
individuals in that batch, they will work with executive firms, similar to 
what they’re doing with the Public Health officer spot.

The state’s sending out the message that during the extreme drought, 
there’s a way to care for trees, while still cutting outdoor water use. Save 
Our Water — the State of California’s water conservation campaign with 
California ReLeaf and urban forest groups is educating the public how to 
properly water and take care of trees to protect the state’s tree canopy. 
They’re working with the USDA Forest Service, CAL FIRE’s Urban & 
Community Forestry Department and local groups so trees survive the 
drought and thrive to provide shade, beauty and habitat, clean the air 
and water, and make cities and towns healthier and more livable for 
decades to come. Some of the ideas include to deeply and slowly water 
mature trees 1 to 2 times per month, but younger trees 2 to 4 times per 
week, in some regions. Use recycled water for trees and try not to over 
prune them. And not to be overstated, use tons of mulch because it 
retains water.

The state chancellor’s office has reportedly not used money from the 
state for free textbook programs at community colleges. $115 million 
was bestowed for the state’s 116 community colleges, but it’s yet to be 
used. The Governor and lawmakers put the package together after the 
Governor went viral for calling the textbook industry a “racket.” The 
money is meant to go to degree and certificate programs so students 
don’t have to pay a dime for textbooks. But those in charge say they 
can’t give out any of the money yet because they have not put together 
an application for colleges. That should be done within the month. They 
will also put a system in place to track how the students are doing in the 
programs. Textbooks generally range from $150-$250 each.

A 7% raise is coming to California State University presidents and 
executives. The CSU Board of Trustees gave the thumbs up for the rate 
increases after a study found executives in the system were underpaid 
compared to similar schools nationwide. Last year the board voted to 
give salary increases, but not more than 10%. Still, this will be the 
largest pay raise for executives in the system for the last 12 years. Their 
last one was 3% in 2019. That’s not it either, the board also voted to give 
the 14 CSU presidents equity adjustments based on their performance 
reviews so their salaries are raised so they’re comparable to other 
universities.
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No more United Airlines flights out of Santa Rosa’s Charles M. Schulz-
Sonoma County Airport. Starting Nov. 1st, the airline is going on hiatus 
due to continuing pilot shortages. The Airport Manager says they’re not 
the only airport it’s happening at. They serve San Francisco and Denver 
from Santa Rosa and previously suspended service to Denver. But the 
airport manager says they hope to return that service soon. United also 
recently announced it will stop service between Flagstaff, Arizona, and 
Denver; Texarkana, Texas, and Houston; and between Los Angeles and 
San Diego in coming months. There’s a new airline in Santa Rosa 
though, Aha Airlines flies nonstop from Reno-Tahoe International to and 
from Santa Rosa.

There’s a new Noyo Harbor District Harbormaster. Anna Neumann has 
her Fishing Policy degree from Oregon State and knows her way around 
the ocean and a fishing vessel. Neumann worked as a crew member for 
a commercial fishing vessel and gathered tidal data for a non-profit. The 
Advocate is featuring Neumann and her new-ish job, which she started 
last September. Her job includes managing the marina, supporting local 
commercial fishermen, and the paper reports she’s working to restore 
the infrastructure of the harbor district. The newspaper reports most of 
Neumann’s attention is going on grant funding right now to remove 
abandoned boats, build a new fish cleaning station, get upgrades to 
Grader Park, and replace some infrastructure.

Nearly 2 dozen warning towers are being put in in Paradise. The Town 
Council approved the construction after the Camp Fire, one of the most 
destructive and deadliest in Calif. history. 21 towers will be built at about 
42 feet each. They are pegged at over $2.5 million dollars, but will be 
75% funded by FEMA, the Office of Emergency Services and from 
Hazard Mitigation grant money. The rest of the funds come from other 
grants and the town’s general fund. The town’s intending to integrate 
with the county should a time come, that there’s a county-wide warning 
system. The towers can be turned on all at once, or individually and can 
have cameras installed on them too. It was a unanimous decision for 
construction.

A new report from the CDC says about 90% of Calif. residents are in 
counties with a high COVID-19 community level, so masks should be 
worn in indoor public spaces. It’s due to the latest subvariants of omicron 
which has unleashed, yet another coronavirus wave. Los Angeles looks 
like it’s about to reinstate the indoor mask mandate as case levels and 
hospitalizations are on the rise. The county hit the high community level 
last Thursday, so if it stays there for the next couple of weeks, the mask 
mandate will be reinstated. And 41 other counties are also in the high 
level this week with many recommending, but not mandating, facial 
coverings in public in indoor settings. The California Department of 
Public Health has come out with a strong recommendation for mask 
wearing for everyone over the age of 2 in all indoor public spaces.
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A big rig crash sent smoke into the air and flames licking the sky near 
Laytonville. The CHP reported the rig was fully engulfed in flames along 
the 101 south of Laytonville near the intersection with Shamrock Lane. 
The fire didn’t spread outside of the truck, but there were flammable 
materials inside the truck’s trailer. No injuries were reported, and the fire 
was reported to be out earlier this afternoon.

Several people in a car went down an embankment in Ukiah. The CHP 
reported a solo car crash on Low Gap Rd ending with the vehicle sliding 
200′ feet down into in a creek bed. There were two people able to get 
out and climb back up. A rope system was rigged there to get the other 
two out. Four people had minor injuries.

At the most recent Judge’s Breakfast in Clearlake, guest speaker and 
City Manager Alan Flora and other city leaders gave an update on the 
status of the city’s streets and roads; including current progress and 
plans moving forward. According to Flora there are 112 miles of public 
roads in Clearlake and 33 miles of private roads, 44 percent of which are 
gravel or otherwise unpaved roads. The pavement condition index 
indicates that 30 percent of Clearlake’s roads are considered “very poor” 
or “failed.” Prior to the passing of Measure V, the budget for roads was 
the main issue halting any improvements, maxing out at $300,000 for the 
entire year. According to Flora, one new mile of paved roads can cost 
around $1 million dollars, and that was simply not an option until more 
funding was available. City Engineer Dave Swartz noted what 
investments in equipment the city has made that benefit the community, 
including a new water truck and excavator, which helps to alleviate some 
of the financial burden of large projects as it gives the city the ability to 
grade and/ or crack seal a project before a contractor comes in. While 
Construction Projects Manager Adeline Brown of public works also 
discussed upcoming projects including the installation of a round-a-bout 
at the Dam Road intersection where Starbucks, Jack in the Box and 
Carl’s Jr. are located. This is considered phase one of another large-
scale project they have scheduled, the Airport Development Project, 
which will connect 18th Avenue to Highway 53 and include the 
construction of a hotel.

Filing and nominations for city council positions in Fort Bragg, Ukiah, 
Willits and Point Arena are now open for the November 8th election. The 
filing period lasts until August 12th. Four out of the five council seats are 
up for grabs in Fort Bragg. Three seats are up for reelection in Point 
Arena, Mendocino County’s smallest incorporated city of about 450 
residents. The county’s largest city, Ukiah, also has three seats up for 
reelection this November. In Willits, two city council seats are up for 
grabs. Terms run for four years.

A Santa Rosa house fire in which a woman was injured trying to put out 
the flames last week was caused by a malfunctioning heating device in 
the garage, fire officials said. The woman escaped the Thursday blaze 
with three children. The woman was taken to a hospital to be treated for 
burns and smoke inhalation. Damage from the fire was estimated at 
$200,000.
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Two people died when the aircraft they were riding in crashed Sunday 
morning in northeast Napa County, authorities said. The crash happened 
in the Berryessa Estates neighborhood in Pope Valley, according to 
officials with the FAA and Cal Fire. Nobody else was on board the 
aircraft, according to officials with the FAA, which is investigating the 
crash along with the National Transportation Safety Board. Firefighters 
were dispatched to the crash site to put out a fire, which grew to about 
an acre before it was contained by residents and firefighters

After Lake County’s Community Development director resigned last 
week, the Board of Supervisors is expected to get an update later this 
morning on the process to find her successor. The   board will meet 
beginning  at   9   a.m.  in the board chambers on the first floor of the Lake 
County Courthouse, 255 N. Forbes St., in Lakeport.

A ballot initiative that would have raised taxes on California millionaires 
and billionaires to fund public health programs and pandemic prevention 
is dead — at least for this year. The Silicon Valley tech executives who 
bankrolled the measure, which had been targeted for the November 
ballot, said they aren’t giving up on their goal of creating the strongest 
state public health system in the country. But they acknowledge COVID-
19 is no longer top of mind for most Americans

Horse racing will be making a comeback this August with an 8-day-long 
meet at this year’s Sonoma County Fair. The Wine Country Horse 
Racing meet will be the first since 2019, because the fair was canceled 
in August 2020 due to COVID-19. Last August, coordinators opted for a 
smaller event they dubbed the Summer Fun Fest, which didn’t include 
horse racing. The racing will take place August 4th through the 7th and 
again August 11th through the 14th.

The Bell Fire quickly grew into one of the most significant fires of 
Mendocino County’s 2022 fire season as it threatened homes along one 
of the North County’s iconic rural roadways. Located off of Highway 101 
between Laytonville and Leggett on Bell Springs Road, the fire 
reportedly ignited near a landmark known as Blue Rock and quickly 
spread. The burnsite has been measured to be 43 acres in size and is 
85% contained.

Enough trash to fill trash bags lining the entire California coastline twice 
over. That’s how much trash has been removed in the first year of 
Governor Gavin Newsom’s Clean California initiative. In just the first 12 
months since the $1.1 billion multiyear cleanup effort began last July, 
Clean California has removed 12,700 tons of trash – which would fill 
enough trash bags to line the California coastline two times – from 
California’s roadways, funded 231 projects to revitalize underserved 
communities, and created nearly 1,500 jobs – with thousands more 
expected in the coming years.
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Health officials reported seven new probable cases of monkeypox in 
Sacramento County residents on Monday, bringing the county’s total to 
21 likely or confirmed infections since late May. The county has reported 
13 cases in the past week: two cases last Tuesday and four Wednesday, 
prior to Monday’s seven. Investigations and contact tracing for the seven 
latest cases are ongoing, according to county health spokeswoman 
Samantha Mott. The county said all four were exposed via domestic 
travel to other states in the U.S.A new report out of the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago shows just 
how much the exodus from California is gaining steam. Only Illinois 
ranked worse off than the Golden State when it came to moving vans 
heading out of state during the pandemic, according to the report, which 
focused on data from the moving company United Van Lines. In 2018-
19, 56% of moves in California were families fleeing the state. By 2020-
21, that figure jumped to nearly 60%. The state that was by far the 
biggest draw of California residents? Texas, the destination for more 
than 7,500 California families during the four years in the study.
The latest Grand Jury report on Measure B, the Mental Health Treatment 
Act is in. To summarize, the jury says there was a slow start getting the 
funds funneled into the right areas, but now it looks as though there 
have been healthy contributions to mental health services for Mendocino 
County. Two facilities that had been planned out of a trio, are done and 
operating. The designs for a Psychiatric Housing Facility are nearly 
done. The jury says the Behavioral Health Department should be 
commended for their efforts regarding finishing up the other two projects, 
the Behavioral Health Training Center (BHTC) in Redwood Valley and 
the Crisis Residential Treatment Center (CRT) in Ukiah, also known as 
the Phoenix House. There is also now a Mobile Outreach and 
Prevention Services (MOPS) Dept. and National Association of Mental 
Illness (NAMI) trainings are also happening.

Good things to say from the latest Grand Jury report on the Community 
Corrections Partnership (CCP), a little-known committee put together 
after an Assembly Bill became law to tackle prison overcrowding. 
Sentencing laws were amended then, and the committee began work 
with law enforcement to ensure local public safety. The committee 
basically oversees the distribution of money under that Assembly bill. 
The Chief Probation Officer in Mendocino County oversees the 
spending. But the jury says there should be a county supervisor of the 
county CEO should also be involved in the committee meetings. The jury 
also wants to see the Chief Probation Officer staying a court appointed 
position in this regard.Another dry day, another fire. The Bell Fire in Bell Springs is all but out, 
but another one breaks out, the Meadow Fire. The Meadow is burning in 
grass and timber and has burned almost 17 acres so far, it’s 65% 
contained and destroyed two structures. Firefighters making quick runs 
around both fires. The Bell Fire burned about 43 acres and is 100% 
contained. The much larger Electra Fire near Yosemite National Park is 
nearly out too. The massive inferno that was threatening Giant Sequoia 
trees burned just under 4,500 acres. It’s 99% contained. Now there’s a 
new fire near Yosemite too. So one of the main ways to get into the park 
is closed. The fire started after a car crash and has burned 421 acres. 
The Agua Fire is about 30% contained.

A solo car crash near the Hopland Cemetery has injured at least one 
person. Mendo Fever reports the CHP reported the car went off Old 
River Road near the Cemetery last night then hit a tree in a ditch. The 
CHP says the car went about 15-20′ down and both people in the car got 
themselves out.

The man heading the California National Guard is out. After multiple 
scandals at the agency, the Governor’s office reported Maj. Gen. David 
Baldwin had resigned. It comes after a Los Angeles Times investigation 
which includes allegations of abuse of authority, homophobia, 
antisemitism and racism. Baldwin’s been at the helm for over a decade 
and reports directly to the Governor. Newsom issued a statement after 
the resignation thanking Baldwin “for his steadfast leadership and nearly 
four decades of committed service to our state and nation.” Maj. Gen. 
Matthew Beevers is now the deputy adjutant general. The Governor will 
consider a permanent appointment to replace Baldwin.
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The quarterly meeting of Sherwood Firewire Communities covered the 
proposed sales tax in Mendocino County. The meeting on Zoom last 
week with District 3 Supervisor John Haschak and the Mendocino 
County Fire Safe Council (MCFSC) County Coordinator. It was 
Supervisor Hashak that spoke about the proposed tax for fire services 
which he says doesn’t really change because there’s about to be a 
reduction in the mental health sales tax. The new tax would be one-
quarter of a cent for fire services which would bring in around $4 
million/year. The first reading of the proposed tax was passed by the 
Board of Supervisors. A reminder too that free home hardening 
inspections are available to folks living in the region. Their next quarterly 
meeting is in October.

Health insurance premiums are going up for those using the state 
marketplace, Covered Calif. The increase will be about 6% more next 
year, the biggest in about 4 years. They’ve mostly been about 2% higher 
each year over the last three years. Some counties will get hit harder, 
with a nearly 12% hike for Imperial, Inyo and Mono counties. And no 
change at all for Fresno, Kings, and Madera counties. The amount of 
subsidies a household gets is based on income, which may offset some 
of the bite. Those who make more than the requirements for the 
subsidies would have to pay the whole rate increase themselves though.

Fort Bragg has hosted the latest hearings of the Coastal Commission 
that cover the entire Calif. coast. But in town, they did spend a good 
chunk of time on Fort Bragg, discussing the mill site and the recent 
purchase of the site by the Mendocino Railway. They got an update from 
Harbor Master and the Noyo Center Executive Director, then walked the 
Noyo Headlands, heard a presentation from the Nature Conservancy 
and toured the new Noyo Center. During the presentation on the mill site 
purchase over a dozen speakers said why they were opposed. The 
commission also got a petition with more than 600 signatures for a site 
cleanup. There were also some railway representatives there to state 
their case. The City of Fort Bragg has gone to court to get a declaration 
that Mendocino Railway does not have the power of eminent domain, 
and is subject to all permitting requirements. The Chair of the 
Commission told those in attendance the skunk trains are not considered 
public utilities.

Part of Highway 53 had to be closed because of a crash that killed a 
pedestrian. Lake Co News reported the crash early this morning 
triggered the road to be closed down on the northbound side. Then the 
coroner arrived for an investigation.

There’s a new midwife at Mendocino Coast Hospital health centers. 
Certified Nurse Midwife Kate Hylan is taking on new patients which 
includes healthcare, including prenatal care and childbirth support for 
patients in Lake and Mendocino Counties. Hyland is an East Coaster, 
but lived in Southern Calif. last. She says after spending a lot of time in 
Eureka and Fortuna during her training, her family wanted to make the 
move. She also said she wanted to work for this health care system and 
patient population.

State Health officials are saying the new Covid wave could surpass the 
winter surge.  This is because coronavirus levels recently tested in San 
Francisco’s wastewater were at higher levels than during the winter. 
Health experts at Emory University revealed the results after the C-D-C 
said the newer B-A-5 subvariant was potentially more infectious than the 
mother omicron strain. State officials also say they think at-home testing 
was skewing Covid data as many cases were not officially being logged.
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The Bureau of Land Management is asking for more public comments 
for the Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Report. The report notes which 
areas of northwest California rivers and streams could be folded into the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The BLM uses the eligibility 
report to come up with their Northwest California Integrated Resource 
Management Plan. The plan is the guiding factor for BLM public land 
managers in northwest California for the next 20 years. The agency 
already manages 2,700 miles of wild and scenic rivers in the United 
States. The job to protect free flow, water quality and other remarkable 
values like scenic quality, recreational access, fish and wildlife habitat 
and more. The last report from 2018 focused on various public lands 
managed by the BLM’s Arcata and Redding field offices in Shasta, 
Trinity, Butte, Siskiyou, Tehama, Del Norte, Humboldt and northern 
Mendocino counties.
After cops went to a home looking for a man wanted on a felony warrant, 
they arrest him. Last Thursday, Deputies went looking for Michael Hugo 
after a DUI causing injury. He was picked up in Ukiah at his home and 
booked into jail on $10,000.00 bail.

A Ukiah man out of jail on probation is arrested again after reports of a 
man acting erratically and possibly trying to break into a trailer on Lovers 
Lane. Deputies detained Lorenzo Cruz who they knew from previous 
contacts, finding suspected methamphetamine and a meth pipe. He was 
arrested for Felony Violation of Probation, Possession of a Controlled 
Substance, and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia. He’s held without 
bail.

In an effort to rid the county of illegal marijuana operations, Deputies 
were out at various properties last week. The Marijuana Enforcement 
Team served search warrants on multiple illegal sites throughout the 
county. None had state permits. Over 165,000 plants were pulled and 
almost 6,000 pounds of processed weed was taken. Deputies say there 
were 59 separate environmental crimes found by scientists from the 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. A total of 12 firearms were confiscated, 
3 were ghost guns and 2 were assault weapons. They detained several 
people, many from outside the US. They say they’re still investigating.

Over the last couple of months, five more people from Mendocino 
County have died from COVID-19. That makes 131 deaths so far from 
the deadly virus. The 127th in the county, was an 84-year-old man from 
Ukiah, then a 67-year-old man from the North Coast area. The 129th 
death was an 89-year-old woman from Ukiah, and an 89-year-old man, 
also from Ukiah was the 130th person to die from COVID. And the 131st 
death was that of a 69-year-old woman, also from Ukiah. The Public 
Health Dept. reports the virus is still very active worldwide. They 
encourage vaccines and boosters, masking and social distancing as the 
best tools for prevention.

Free sports physicals and a back-to-school fair for kids at Adventist 
Health Mendocino Coast. Next Saturday, July 30th from 9:00 a.m. to 
1:00 p.m. are free physicals for youth athletes and supply filled 
backpacks for students. The sports physical is required by California 
schools before joining any sports in case of a health issue, like untreated 
asthma, an undiagnosed heart condition or concussion injury. A regular 
physical each year is separate and the hospital recommends it for all 
children to ensure overall health.

The Mendocino County Grand Jury continues their investigations and 
delivering reports. The latest on the current jail facilities in place since 
1985 and in need of major renovations. The report says the jail has long 
needed maintenance, which is continually deferred. The report goes on 
to say if the repairs are not taken care of, the costs will be harder to 
handle and will continue to expose the County to potential liabilities. Two 
major things the report says need attention, uneven and broken 
sidewalks and an empty, battered up structure which should be torn 
down as it’s a serious liability to the County. They’re also dealing with 
staffing shortages and no maintenance workers assigned to the jail.
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A man from Covelo could be going to prison after a jury convicted him of 
carjacking. The jury found 27-year-old Harlan Nelson Hawk Williams 
guilty of felony carjacking from an incident in February. The panel also 
agreed on a sentencing enhancement that Williams was armed with a 
firearm during the commission of the carjacking. The judge also found 
true another sentencing enhancement that Williams had a strike from 
2013, and that there were several aggravating circumstances, including 
being on parole when he committed the carjacking. He’s set to be 
sentenced August 16th.

A man in Clearlake has been arrested after a traffic accident into a 
pedestrian who died. Police say they found the driver of a Toyota 
Tacoma, 27-year-old James Nielsen with minor injuries. The pedestrian 
though, had major injuries. He was identified as James Torrey Jr., also 
of Clearlake. Police say Nielsen was driving drunk and arrested him on 
suspicion of driving under the influence of alcohol and vehicular 
manslaughter.

After a Facebook post about Sutter Lakeside temporarily closing its birth 
center, Lake Co News has reported it’s because they don’t have an 
obstetrician. The hospital is instead recommending patients go to other 
area hospitals until next week. The news site reports the hospital told 
them they hope to have the situation solved in a week and were actively 
working to help patients find the care they need, and to transfer patients 
to other hospitals as needed. They are still open though for other 
hospital services. The birth center issue came up a couple days ago and 
Sutter started to notify patients. The news site also reports only 
Adventist Health Clear Lake was the other option in Lake County for 
deliveries.

The state Superintendent of Schools race has two candidates vying for 
the job, including the incumbent. Tony Thurmond will go up against 
parent choice advocate Lance Christensen. Thurmond got almost 46% 
of the vote in the June primary but needed 50% so there wouldn’t be a 
runoff. And Christensen trailed with about 12% of the vote. Thurmond 
has been in the position since 2019 after being a state assemblyman, 
Richmond city councilman and West Contra Costa Unified School 
District school board member. Christensen is the vice president of 
education policy and government relations at the California Policy 
Center, and a former finance budget analyst for the Department of 
Finance. He’s against teaching sex education and ethnic studies. It’s a 
non-partisan race though. Thurmond won over 50% of the vote in 
several counties including Mendocino.

A woman from Fortuna has been found guilty of DUI in Mendocino 
County. The jury found 41-year-old Megan Autumn Brazil guilty of 
misdemeanor driving a motor vehicle while under the influence of 
alcohol, from an incident in April on Highway 101 north of Reeves 
Canyon. In a previous court appearance Brazil admitted she was in 
possession of methamphetamine and illegal drug paraphernalia, which 
are misdemeanors.
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Insecticides that can kill bees and harm birds are about to be restricted. 
The Calif. Dept. of  Pesticide Regulation is considering restricting four 
chemicals. They would regulate how much and when they can be used, 
depending on where and when it’s used. They’re looking over public 
feedback on the matter and have no timeline for when they will make 
their final determination. The pesticides known as Neonicotinoids are the 
most popular in the world, but not here in Calif. The state says they 
could be harmful to pollinators. Some other states have banned its 
outdoor use in gardens and residential areas. In New Jersey, it’s not 
allowed in commercial landscapes too, such as in golf courses.

Another year with the Redwood Empire Summer Fair in Ukiah. It’ll be 
back in a couple of weeks with things for the whole family to enjoy. 
Starting Thursday, Aug. 4th, going until that Sunday, the 7th, with a 
traditional livestock auction and loads of exhibits and live entertainment. 
There will also be carnival rides, games and fair food. There will also be 
multiple workshops and classes on quilting, painting, baking and more.

The massive retirement system in Calif. for Public Employees, known as 
Cal PERS has announced a major loss, the first since the Great 
Recession. Stocks and Bonds lost the most value. There was a 
preliminary drop overall of 6.1% for the fiscal year that ended June 30th. 
It wasn’t all terrible news though as private equity and real estate 
investments gained. The fund currently has a value of $440 billion. 
That’s 72% of what’s needed to pay all long-term obligations, and down 
from 80% a year ago. The retirement system is the biggest in the nation. 
Over 2 million state and local government employees, retirees and 
beneficiaries pull from the system. The loss means the state has to find 
a way to fill the budget gap for Cal PERS, pulling money from other 
areas like roads, parks and other budget items.

3 men on the run after a case of road rage on the southbound 101 near 
Ukiah. The CHP pulled a car over which reportedly had three Black men 
inside. Some reports say they had automatic weapons with them, got out 
and ran. It happened near the Burke Hill Rd. exit south of Ukiah. Many 
law enforcement agencies were searching for the men, and a drone was 
used to look down from above. Mendo Fever reports there were three 
vehicles associated with the incident, a black Honda, black truck, and 
either a U-Haul trailer or a U-Haul Box truck. There was a shelter in 
place for some neighborhoods during the incident as helicopters flew 
above.

If you can’t get to the Lake County Library, they have a new “Books by 
Mail” service. It’s for those who to get want books, CDs, DVDs, and 
audiobooks through the mail for free. You can sign up online or call any 
of the branches in the county, in Lakeport, Clearlake, Middletown or 
Upper Lake. You have four weeks to keep the items and then send them 
back in the same bag they came in.
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A man from Fort Bragg has been reported missing for a couple of days. 
The Sheriff’s Dept. along with other law enforcement were searching the 
24000 block of State Route 20 for 74-year-old Thomas Arrants, who has 
dementia. His family says he’s not been seen since Wednesday 
afternoon. His family called that night after searching for several hours. 
Cal Fire jumped in in the evening hours to help look, then yesterday 
morning they were joined by the Mendocino County’s Search and 
Rescue team and the National Guard. His family says he’s known to go 
on long walks and had been missing in the past too. He’s described as 
having shoulder length, grey hair and a grey beard. He was last seen in 
a camo jacket, black sweatpants, and black/red tennis shoes.

The Lake County Grand Jury has come back with a scathing report on 
the Lakeport Fire Protection District. The jurors say the district was not 
following Measure M accountability requirements, didn’t adhere to Brown 
Act open-meeting rules and didn’t have any clear or updated procedures 
for Board governance. That’s not it though, the report also showed there 
was high employee turnover and some financial problems. The report 
went on to say the District continually dealt with stress because of 
sketchy financial reporting, but noted, they were not being, in any way, 
“critical of the firefighters”. They did add a note of positivity, giving a 
thumbs up for improvements the District Board made during the Grand 
Jury investigation.

A man from Occidental who was arrested in connection to the murder of 
a man from Lucerne has made a court appearance, but there was no 
judge available. The case against Nova Maye Deperno had to be 
continued until next week. Deperno’s lawyer also asked for a 
continuance last month because of missing discovery in the case. 
Deperno’s charged with the murder of Ronald Meluso in Sonoma County 
this past January. Deperno led cops to the body in northern Lake 
County. He also faces multiple other charges  including flight from a 
traffic officer with disregard for safety, assault with a firearm on person, 
threaten to commit crime, abuse (endangering child with great bodily 
injury) and prevent/ dissuade witness/victim with force/threat. He’s 
pleaded not guilty to the murder and is in jail without bail.

The Ukiah Mayor Jim Brown along with councilmember Mari Rodin are 
helping pick a new police chief. They are on the ad-hoc committee to 
help the City Manager Sage Sangiacomo to replace the recently fired 
Chief Noble Waidelich. Sangiacomo says there will be a wide net cast 
for the recruitment. There had been four city council members who 
wanted to serve on the ad hoc committee, but the Brown Act limits it to 
two council members. All of the members went through their applicable 
backgrounds before the Mayor and Rodin were chosen.
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The Corner Gallery in Ukiah is hosting Mendocino County Art 
Association members. The front windows of the Gallery will be dedicated 
to the show for the entire month of August. And many of the artists will 
be at the Gallery to discuss their works. The Mendocino County Art 
Association touts itself as the oldest art organization in the county, 
established in 1954. . They provide lectures, workshops, classes and art 
exhibits. Members get reduced rates on the offerings. Right now they 
have 77 members.

A state proposal would give almost all psychiatric technicians at 
California state mental hospitals raises of up to 10.5% over three years. 
That’s part of their new contract negotiations their union announced 
yesterday. The tentative agreement between the California Association 
of Psychiatric Technicians and the state of Calif gives them stipends and 
raises so they stay on the job. The union’s 5,500 members still have to 
approve the agreement, and so do lawmakers. The state Human 
Resources Department has yet to reveal the total cost. Those working at 
these facilities providing care to mentally ill and developmentally 
disabled patients currently make between $45,000 to $92,000 per year.

Pacific Gas and Electric says it’s time to enroll again in their alert service 
if you want to continue being notified about public safety power shutoffs. 
The utility company sent out a text to remind customers recently, saying 
it’s time to re-enroll in the automated alert service. Customers can sign 
up at pge.com/addressalert. Alerts can come in multiple languages and 
are available by a phone call or text.

A San Francisco man says he had Covid and monkeypox at the same 
time. After testing positive for Covid, Mitcho Thompson said lesions 
started to erupt on his body, so he thought he might be infected with 
monkeypox too. He says he was ill for several weeks and during the 
worst days, it was hard to get out of bed, or even drink water. Experts 
say it’s rare to get both at the same time.

Fire crews getting ahead of a fire at Yosemite National Park. Fire 
officials say they’ll reopen the main entrance to the park tomorrow, at 
Wawona Road-Highway 41. All other parts of the park are open, but the 
town of Wawona is only open to residents, property owners, and park 
service employees. The Washburn fire is 58-percent contained after 
burning almost 5,000 acres.

Public Health in Lake County reports due to the heat and extreme 
drought Clear Lake is getting an unprecedented amount of cyanotoxins. 
For folks living in certain areas of the lake with water drawn directly from 
the lake, drinking water may be unsafe at times. The county also says 
those with private intake in Sulphur Bank Mine, and along the shore of 
Lower and Oaks Arms are prone, like last year, to higher concentrations 
of cyanotoxins. And local public health and water quality experts say it 
could affect the health of those with individual water systems if they are 
not effectively filtering out these toxins. They say you should be in touch 
with the Health Services Dept. public health division for more 
information.
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A man in Laytonville has been arrested after a search warrant was 
served by Mendocino Deputies. Deputies say they found Brett Tucker 
there and searched multiple trailers he was managing. There they found 
over 100 tabs of LSD, nearly 31 grams of heroin, 7 grams of meth, 
nearly 6 grams of psilocybin mushrooms and about 20 fentanyl pills 
hidden in a fake soda can. There was over 200 pounds of marijuana and 
firearms, including automatic weapons and ghost guns. There was also 
paraphernalia there commonly used in drug sales. So, Tucker was 
arrested on various charges and held on $25,000.00 bail.

A man from Covelo has been arrested after a store employee called to 
say a guy was yelling at them, tossed a toy at them and drove off. 
William Peckham was also accused of throwing a cast iron skillet at 
them, along with other items, that hit the employee, plus they say he 
used a metal crutch and broke a window. Deputies learned Peckham 
also took some items without paying. When the manager approached 
Peckham threatened, he would shoot folks in the store. So, because 
they were afraid, they let him leave and called police. Deputies and 
Round Valley Tribal Police found him across the street with the stolen 
items and arrested him. He’s also accused of vandalism and threatening 
a neighbor. Peckham was booked into Mendocino County Jail on 
$125,000.00 bail.

A fire that’s been burning in Covelo has been stopped in its tracks. The 
fire broke out yesterday afternoon in the area of Hwy 162 and Fairbanks 
Lane and was reported first to be about three acres. Since it was windy 
the fire appeared to be threatening structures and blew up to three times 
its size in less than 30 minutes. More firefighters were called to the 
scene along with tankers and a small aircraft. Within an hour firefighters 
seemed to have it contained, but then came an evacuation warning. But 
by dinner time the forward progress had been stopped and the 
evacuation was downgraded to a warning. The Banks Fire ended up 
burning 107 acres.

The US Senate is looking at possible Cannabis related federal policies 
which could affect Calif. businesses. Last week the Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Shumer and Senators from new Jersey and Oregon, 
where recreational weed is also legal introduced the Cannabis 
Administration and Opportunity Act (CAOA). It would take cannabis off of 
the federal Controlled Substances Act and change the way its regulated. 
Taking the responsibility off the Drug Enforcement Administration’s 
shoulders and placing it instead with the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and 
Trade Bureau (TTB), the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and other 
agencies to protect public health and safety. It would also allow states to 
regulate medical and adult-use cannabis industries without federal 
interference. Almost every state in the US either has legalized medical 
and or recreational.
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The Lake County Board of Supervisors is considering early activation 
cannabis permits. At their meeting tomorrow the Board will also say 
goodbye to one of their own. First, the goodbyes to Tina Scott who 
announced a few months ago she’d be leaving at the end of July for a 
teaching position. Then the board is taking up the interim urgency 
ordinance for a temporary moratorium on issuing early activation permits 
for commercial cannabis. They’ll also consider a resolution of intention 
for an amendment to a zoning ordinance relating to early activation. The 
Board’s also considering approval of extending the usage of the county 
juvenile hall facility for a temporary homeless support shelter, known as 
the Elijah House, through Sept. 30th.

After being closed for four days because there was no OB/GYN 
available, Sutter Lakeside Birth Center has reopened. A spokesperson 
for Sutter Health says on Saturday afternoon they were able to start 
providing obstetric services again. Lake County News reports they 
closed last Tuesday for a so-called “diversion” because they didn’t have 
an obstetrician. That meant they were referring patients over to Adventist 
Health Clear Lake. Apparently there are only two spots in Lake County 
to have a baby. Or a mama to be would have to travel to Mendocino, 
Napa or Sonoma County. They’re expected to fully reopen Wednesday 
morning at the latest. At the same time, the California Nurses 
Association dissed Sutter Lakeside for only relying on two obstetric 
providers. Lake Co News reports the birthing center delivers about 300 
babies a year.

Pride parades happening across the nation this past weekend. So, on 
Sunday, in downtown Ukiah, they celebrated with a Sidewalk Pride 
Walk. They erected a rainbow banner there to celebrate diversity and 
inclusion. The event organizer says they worked with various area 
organizations, community members and “allies”. She told Mendo Fever it 
was important to gather and celebrate, share knowledge, resources and 
more to help build a resilient community.

Some folks in Clearlake had to take their personal belongings and leave 
due to a wildfire. The fire broke out Saturday afternoon near Adventist 
Health Clear Lake. There were short-lived evacuations in the Clear Lake 
Village area. But firefighters made quick work of the blaze with Cal Fire 
quickly sending air tankers. Lake Co News reports power lines were 
reported down in the area. Shortly after the tankers started their work, 
they were released as forward progress was stopped. The fire burned 
only about five acres and no structures burned, nor where any injuries 
reported. While neighbors had to evacuate, the local senior center was 
opened for services and a cool place to wait.
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A massive fire burning just outside of Yosemite National Park has grown 
thousands of acres. The Oak Fire has burned nearly 17,000 acres and 
triggered evacuations for thousands. It is now the biggest fire in the 
state. Over 2,600 structures are reportedly threatened and the large 
Mariposa Grove of giant trees could be once again threatened too. A 
spokesperson for Cal Fire says light winds blew the fires path wider. And 
there are a few tiny towns nearby that are in danger, Jerseydale, Darrah 
and Bootjack. The spokesperson says there’s a heavy fuel load which is 
tinder dry with temperatures expected in the 90’s with low humidity. 
Seven homes have been destroyed. Pacific Gas & Electric also reported 
over 2,600 homes and businesses in the area were without power since 
Friday and they didn’t know when they could get to it due to access. 
Another fire in the park area is now 87% contained. The Washburn Fire 
blackened almost 4,900 acres so far.

A car seen by Mendocino deputies has been stopped after it was 
connected to a robbery last week. The Sheriff’s Office was contacted 
after CHP officers stopped the car on the 101 at Burke Hill Road 
Thursday. Three Black men ran from the area who were believed to be 
in possession of weapons, including assault guns. A Nixle alert went out 
to Shelter in Place in Ukiah and Willits. Apparently, it came out that the 
three men were planning to buy some marijuana, but robbed the seller. 
They say the victim(s) chased after the suspects and rammed the 
suspects vehicle. Then the suspects fired at the vehicle which got off the 
highway and the suspects drove away. A witness told Deputies he saw 
the suspects get into another vehicle. A drone searched, but the dudes 
got away.

Another local fire has started. Mendo Fever reports the Highland Fire 
started last night in the area of the 9200 block of Highland Springs Road, 
south of Highway 175, near the Mendocino/Lake County line. Fire 
officials quickly sent airplanes into the one acre burn area. A local alert 
camera in Kelseyville caught smoke in the air. Within an hour the fire, 
which was moving slowly through dry, heavy timber had been contained.

A young man from Ukiah accused of last year’s Hopkins Fire has been 
deemed competent to stand trial. 21-year-old Devin Lamar Johnson was 
arrested near the fire last year that gutted 3 dozen homes and 
blackened about a hundred acres last September. He’s due in court 
today after getting mental health treatment inside the Mendocino County 
Jail. His lawyer told the court last year he didn’t believe Johnson would 
understand the proceedings due to erratic behavior including talking 
about taking a trip to Disneyland. He was evaluated numerous times and 
is now apparently thought to be okay to take part in his trial. Surveillance 
cameras in the area caught Johnson walking into dry brush, and when 
he came back out there was smoke and flames. A well-known 
photographer in the area was taking pictures of the fire and also caught 
Johnson in his footage.
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After a car crash into a person, a man was arrested, and another has 
died. Clearlake Police reported to the crash finding a Chevy Silverado 
with two people inside and a man down with a motorized skateboard. 
The driver of the Silverado was identified as 24-year-old Dillon Mahoney 
of Clearlake and the skateboarder was 32-year-old Adam Huskey, also 
of Clearlake. Police say he had major injuries and died there. Officers 
arrested Dillon, charging him with vehicular manslaughter. He was 
booked into the Lake County Jail.

After the power went out for more than 1,000 PG&E customers, no word 
why. Nearly 1,100 customers in northern Ukiah and on Highway 101 out 
to Calpella were in the dark yesterday afternoon. The 1,072 customers 
were informed they’d get their lights back on by 9:00 p.m. last night. By 
8:15 they had the power back.

No more fire burning in the Mendocino Forest due to the continuing 
extreme drought and warming conditions. As of yesterday, forest officials 
issued stage 1 fire-use restrictions. It’s to help stop any potential human-
caused wildfires until the end of the 2022 fire season. The Fire 
Management Officer for the forest says it’s due to fuel moisture levels 
and predicted weather conditions, to help protect undeveloped areas of 
the forest and surrounding communities. He says the public can still 
have a campfire or stove fire in designated fire-safe campgrounds or 
Wilderness Areas with a valid California Campfire Permit.

That massive fire burning in a forest near Yosemite National Park has 
slowed some, and containment is up. The Oak Fire had less extreme 
behavior burning another 200 or so acres after exploding in size over the 
weekend. So far, the fire burned about 17,240 acres and is 17% 
contained. Yesterday it was at 10% containment. Thousands of locals 
are still under evacuation orders, but fire crews reported making good 
headway Sunday into Monday. But the smoke was drifting into parts of 
Nevada and the San Francisco Bay Area, causing poor air quality 
conditions. The fire started Friday near Midpines and had explosive 
behavior through the weekend. The Governor declared a state of 
emergency for Mariposa County. The fire is under investigation.

A woman from Butte County is going to prison for defrauding the federal 
government out of money connected to the 2018 Camp Fire.  Deborah 
Laughlin of Magalia, which got decimated by the fire got over $77,000 in 
federal disaster relief funds and assistance. She said her home in 
Paradise was destroyed, but it wasn’t. Her lawyer says she was a drug 
addict and also suffered from mental health issues and finally sought 
help and is now stable. He also claimed sending her to prison for a year 
would set her back and that she was in a psychotic state and homeless 
when she took the money from FEMA. She said her mobile home rental 
and all of her belongings were destroyed, but she didn’t live there 
anymore.
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The Willits Summer Art Walks are back. This Saturday, and through 
October, on the final Saturday of the month, you can enjoy local artworks 
during 4 to 8 p.m. The Willits News reports the curator for the Willits 
Center for the Arts said to start there with meet and greet with various 
artists. You can also visit the Mendocino County Museum, Art in the 
Plaza and various pubs and bars that will also have artwork hung. The 
Art Walks were canceled for a while due to the pandemic and started up 
again this year with the first, in June.

A new report says elementary school kids are making up for lost time 
during the pandemic, and they’re doing it faster than older students. The 
Measures of Academic Progress said though that K-12 students were 
still years away from a full recovery. Researchers from the Northwest 
Evaluation Association looked at data from more than 8 million students 
in grades 3-8 in reading and math saying it was the younger kids with 
the most recovery of learning last year. They also say students in middle 
school made slower progress or were stagnant.

It’s a no once again for a proposed tribal gaming compact for the 
Middletown Rancheria. The US Department of Interior is against the 
proposed compact between Middletown Rancheria and the state of 
California. The assistant secretary for the Bureau of Indian Affairs wrote 
a letter back to the interested parties citing state overreach and 
continued issues with the compact language which were not fixed since 
they first asked for the compact last year. The compact for casino-style 
gambling. The Governor’s Office reports the Department of Interior 
disapproved of the class III gaming compact, and responded the same 
for a class III gaming compact from the Santa Rosa Indian Community of 
the Santa Rosa Rancheria.

We won’t be able to vote on a higher minimum wage in November after 
a judge ruled the campaign missed a key deadline to get the measure on 
the ballot. Supporters were in court to force the Secretary of State’s 
office to get the initiative on the November ballot. It would have meant 
the state minimum wage would be $16 an hour next year and $18 by 
2025.  Late Friday the judge said the June 30th deadline for counties to 
verify signatures was missed, but the campaign said they confused it 
with another deadline of July 13th.

The Mendocino County Grand Jury is sounding off on the county 
Cannabis Dept. After the state created a Cannabis Equity Grant 
Program for those who felt harmed by the war on drugs so they could 
become licensed and legal growers, the county was supposed to get 
millions of dollars. The reported $6 million for grants, fee waivers, county 
fees and other business assistance. The jury says the county didn’t have 
a process in place to implement these changes and said the permit 
program was in turmoil. And only a handful of applicants got the money 
from the grant program. And the applicants suffered for the problems 
and couldn’t grow their businesses as the county grappled with fixing the 
complicated permitting issues.
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3 more people have died in the latest wave of coronavirus cases. The 
Mendocino County Public Health Office says we’re now up to 134 
deaths. The latest in July were a 91 year old woman with other health 
issues who lived in Ukiah. Then the next was also a woman from Ukiah 
who was elderly. The 85 year old was the 133rd death, and also had co-
morbidities. And the 134th death in the county was another elderly 
woman with health issues. The 91 year old was from the North Coast 
area. Public Health reminds the greatest tools to fight the virus are, 
vaccines for everyone from 6 months up to adulthood. And getting the 
boosters, wearing masks in indoor public settings and social distancing 
in crowded areas are also strongly encouraged.

The Mendocino County Grand Jury deciding to investigate special 
education (SpEd) services in the Mendocino Unified School District 
(MUSD) after multiple complaints. They say the school district did not 
serve students properly so even more services had to eventually be 
ordered. The jury says there was a general lack of awareness and even 
concern about special education settlement agreements by the school 
Superintendent and the K-8 school Principal. There was testimony from 
several parents who said they had to go so far as to sue the school 
district to get their children services. But no cash settlements were 
agreed to. But the parents had to sign confidentiality agreements.

A young woman from Ukiah missing in the San Francisco area has her 
family on edge. Mendo Fever and Kym Kemp reporting 27-year-old 
Kassandra “Sandy” McKee has schizoaffective disorder and has been 
unsheltered for three years. Her mom says she went to San Francisco in 
June and said while there she was assaulted and threatened, and she 
feared for her life and wanted to come home. Mom says she sent her a 
ticket to Ukiah but she never arrived and has not been seen or heard 
from since. Since she has vanished her father has died. The Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office says they’ve been helping to find Sandy and 
entered her into the statewide database for Missing and Unidentified 
Persons. Her picture can be seen on both news sites. She’s described 
as being 5’7”, 180 pounds with brown eyes and brown, medium-length 
hair.

The Mendocino Council of Governments (MCOG) reports its starting a 
study on transportation needs and solutions for Covelo, Laytonville, 
Brooktrails, Potter Valley and Hopland – each without public transit. The 
Council is working with residents and other stakeholders to decide what 
transportation modes would be helpful so residents can get to the places 
they need to go. The first found of outreach is set for the last days of 
August. They are holding public listening sessions between August 22-
26 in all of the communities identified. If you can’t make it, you can check 
out the project website and submit comments there. There’s also an 
interactive map to identify destinations you may be having trouble getting 
to.  The public engagement website is at bit.ly/MCOGMobility.
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A woman from Lower Lake has been reported missing by family. The 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office reports 67-year-old Pamela Jo Roay left her 
house yesterday afternoon and has not been seen since. She’s 
described as a white female with short gray hair and hazel eyes, about 
5’6”, 340 pounds and considered at risk due to medical conditions and 
needs medication, not with her.

They’re going for it. Clearlake police will help beef up patrols in Lakeport. 
The Clearlake City Council approved an agreement between the two 
departments to shore up their counterpart agency in Lakeport. The 
Clearlake Chief of Police Andrew White signed the contract with 
Lakeport for supplemental services. He gave the council a report noting 
Lakeport reached out for help because of staffing shortages. The chief 
says agencies will often provide mutual aid without pay, but while 
helping in this capacity, the “receiving entity” should pay the entity who is 
providing services. The chief along with the Lakeport Police Chief Brad 
Rasmussen presented the proposed contract last Thursday at the city 
council meeting.

There’s officially a new police chief and city manager in Fort Bragg. The 
City Council swore in both positions at their meeting Monday night. They 
also said their goodbyes to the Interim Police Chief John Naulty and 
Interim City Manager David Spaur. The two were helping out, but both 
retired. The new police chief hails from Turlock. Neil Cervenka said he’s 
committed to the community with compassion for all segments of the 
community. And the new City Manager, Peggy Ducey will be the interim 
manager, offering 960 hours a year, following rules of the California 
Public Employees Retirement System (CalPERS). She’s getting no 
benefits and making just over $76/hour. The city council also declared a 
Stage 1 water alert, meaning a voluntary conservation goal of 5% to 
10%.

A wildfire is out after burning thru dry brush in the Little River area. 
Mendo Fever reports the Little Fire started before 3pm yesterday 
afternoon in the 39000 block of Little River-Airport Road because of a 
downed power line that came into contact with nearby vegetation. There 
were four small aircraft prepared to drop water on the 10’x10′ spot, but 
apparently locals put the fire out before they had too. There was also a 
fire engine was just arriving on scene.

Assemblyman Jim Wood in the house. The lawmaker was visiting a 
California Conservation Corps (CCC) stream enhancement project in the 
North Fork Noyo River. The project is on private timber land owned by 
the Mendocino Redwood Company (MRC). The company is working with 
the corps on multiple projects, in a partnership to enhance streams for 
fish habitat, especially for endangered and threatened native fish 
species in Mendocino County. The project Wood visited was paid for by 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) Fisheries 
Restoration Grant Program. The work began in the middle of June with 
the goal to improve habitat for Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed 
endangered coho salmon and threatened steelhead trout.
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Measure B meeting with audit results.

After fire officials started to investigate a couple of burned cars, they’ve 
deemed it suspicious. The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority Chief says the 
parking lot fire on Talmage Road last Thursday was human-caused, and 
“definitely suspicious”. Two cars were destroyed that night and another 
pair were damaged along with a light pole and tree. One of the damaged 
vehicles was owned by the government. There was video footage in the 
area of the fire showing people on the scene, then leaving after the fire 
started in one car. The investigators are reportedly trying to get into 
contact with those connected to the vehicle.

The fire near Yosemite National Park is still burning but slowing. A Strike 
Team from Mendocino County, led by the Hopland Fire Chief headed to 
help last Saturday. At the same time, controversy as militia members in 
camouflage went to help evacuate folks out of the tiny town of Mariposa. 
The local Sheriff’s department was praising the group, but locals, not so 
much. They accused the California State Militia 2nd Regiment, as they 
call themselves, of exploiting them. No matter as the members set up a 
mobile kitchen for evacuees over the weekend in the parking lot of a 
lumber store in Mariposa. Earlier this week almost 4,000 people had 
been ordered to leave their homes as the Oak Fire burned nearby. The 
fire has charred nearly 19,000 acres, destroyed 74 homes and other 
structures and is only 36% contained.

Mendocino County has released the latest on Measure B expenditures 
and progress made. There’s a new podcast called “Mendo Mental Health 
Matters” to help reduce the stigma around mental health challenges and 
share local resources. Measure B funding continues to help locals 
who’ve historically not had access to crisis after care services. The 
Phoenix House is open and operational and has been receiving clients 
who are only referred through Redwood Community Crisis Services. So 
far this year they’ve served 17 individual clients. In Fort Bragg, Adventist 
and the Coast Hospital are looking for an alternate location for housing 
of the EMT crew and they’re working on zoning and permitting issues. 
There’s also a mobile crisis response team seven days a week in the 
county. For the Fiscal Year 21/22, there were 375 calls. The Mendocino 
County Acting Auditor-Controller is expected to attend the next

CalFresh has been expanded in the state for those who are not legal 
citizens, ages 55 and older. The state is also considering coverage for 
low-income undocumented people of all ages. The Food4All initiative is 
working on removing restrictions on age or immigration status. State 
Assemblymember Miguel Santiago praises the governor and Legislature 
for the expansion but says it’s unacceptable that some families still go 
hungry in California: the fifth largest economy in the world.

:10 “We were able to succeed in getting 55 and above who aren’t 
documented into the CalFresh program. That’s just one step of a long 
journey of a longer fight to feed people.”
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Tag: Nourish California estimates that CalFresh keeps nearly 700-
thousand Californians out of poverty every year, including more than 
300-thousand children. The expansion will benefit 75-thousand 
undocumented seniors but 690- to 840-thousand Californians remain 
ineligible for CalFresh solely due to their immigration status.

Second Cut: Benyamin Chao with the California Immigrant Policy Center 
says CalFresh mitigates poverty, hunger and suffering.

:13 “It intervenes in a vicious cycle. Having difficulty affording food 
results in families and households making hard choices, poor nutrition 
outcomes, poor health outcomes, and that makes it more difficult to 
escape from food insecurity and poverty.”

Third Cut: Mar Velez with the Latino Coalition for a Healthy California 
says the need is urgent.

:13 “There are 2.3 million undocumented residents in our state. And two 
in five, or 45%, experience food insecurity. And nearly two and three, or 
63%, of undocumented children experienced food insecurity.”

A woman from Covelo has been labeled a person of interest in the death 
of a man in the East Bay. 69-year-old Richard Hendrix was living in an 
RV in the El Sobrante area. Last April his landlord noticed he had not 
been around and called the Contra Costa Sheriff’s Office to report him 
missing. Deputies entered his home and found his body inside. They 
asked local businesses and others if they’d seen anything, or anyone. 
Bay Area News reports 39-year-old Pauline Dungan of Covelo is now 
the lead suspect. Apparently, she was seen driving Hendrix’s car before 
his body was found. She was detained by local cops for outstanding 
warrants out of Mendocino County, then let go. Detectives say Dungan 
beat Hendrix and strangled him, then tied him up. Her DNA was found 
on zipties on the man’s body. She was found in Oregon after being 
arrested for a DUI.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors met with the Public Health 
officer to hear about the latest surge of COVID19 cases here, and 
across the state. The Board also heard the latest on Measure B, 
cannabis, and labor. Dr. Andy Coren was on Zoom telling the 
supervisors he recommends indoor mask wearing again, and that folks 
really should gather outdoors again instead. There have been eight 
recent deaths, mostly in Ukiah. Those who passed were between 67-91 
years-old, mostly with other underlying health conditions. Then the board 
talked about recent negotiations between the county and the union for 
most county workers. They also heard from the Mendocino Cannabis 
Alliance and the latest Grand Jury report. And on to Measure B, where 
the local Behavioral Health Director talked about recent work with the 
Sheriff’s Dept. the mental health training center and more.
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After a traffic stop in Ukiah, a man is arrested who led cops on a chase. 
The CHP reports trying to stop a suspect for a traffic violation on the 
northbound side of the 101 near the Plant Road overcrossing. They 
initially pulled over the right shoulder, then took off, but crashed around a 
turn, crashing off the road, into a tree. The driver, identified as Ryan 
Loomis had to be taken to the hospital. He was then taken to Santa 
Rosa Memorial for further evaluation and should be charged after he’s 
released with driving under the influence and evading arrest.

A woman from Ukiah, who’s been in the San Francisco area for some 
time with mental health struggles, and whose family has been searching 
for, apparently turned up on a surveillance camera at a local 
convenience store. Mendo Fever reports the Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office said a San Francisco store owner saw the article on their website 
and said Kassandra “Sandy” McKee had been in his store the same 
morning the write-up was published. McKee’s mom has been searching 
for her and had not heard from her since June, when she was supposed 
to get on a bus back to Ukiah. She was officially reported missing on 
July 4th. Sandy’s mom Heather is reportedly on her way to San 
Francisco to try to find her.

Portola Redwoods State Park is temporarily closing the campground due 
to the drought. The closure begins next week, on Aug. 5th with no plans 
to reopen through the season due to low flows of its main water source, 
Peters Creek. A state parks spokesperson says the water included for 
campers in the restrooms, showers, drinking water and for fire 
suppression will not be available. It’s not the first time this has 
happened. It was the same situation in 2014, 2015 and last year too. But 
San Mateo County Park is staying open with its 18 miles of trails for day 
use. There is also a trail camp for backpackers which remains open for 
overnight use with a reservation. (The campground closes every winter, 
from Nov. 1 to April 1.)

It’s been about ten years since the old Ukiah Post Office closed. Now the 
building has been listed for sale again. The Daily Journal reports the city 
manager says it’s an “incredible opportunity for the right developer”, 
even though admitting she and others were surprised to see it up for 
sale again. The U.S. Postal Service sold the building right after it closed 
up for good, but apparently it’s remained vacant all along. The same 
owner has had it since then, but the newspaper reports the North Oak 
Street building was recently foreclosed on. It’s been back on the real 
estate market for about two weeks for $975,000.
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The Lake County Grand Jury is out with their report on the Office of 
Emergency Services. In one notable section, the Jury says community 
involvement in the Disaster Council could be better, but blames it on a 
county supervisor, who the Jury says is not engaging the public enough, 
nor are there enough formal recommendations to the Board of 
Supervisors. The Grand Jury poured over reams of documents including 
the County Emergency Operations Plan, the Sheriff’s Office Policy and 
Procedures as well as the county’s yearly budget. They say they also 
interviewed the Sheriff/Coroner, staffers at that agency and visited the 
Emergency Operations Center. The Jury concluded the Disaster Council 
should be reorganized and get more community organizations involved, 
like the Fire Safe Councils, Firewise communities and the Clear Lake 
Environmental Research Center.

Scary report released on California’s drinking water. The audit was 
released Tuesday with the Acting State Auditor calling out regulators at 
the State Water Resources Control Board. The audit’s accompanying 
report said there was a general “lack of urgency” for “failing water 
systems”, but noted the state was still shelling out hundreds of millions of 
dollars for some drinking water projects. Some of the frightening 
statistics including over 900,000 people in the state at an increased risk 
of cancer and liver and kidney problems due to where they get their 
drinking water, over 150 water systems failed to meet standards for at 
least five years, and another 430 or so were at risk of failing. Many 
service low-income, disadvantaged communities. The auditor 
recommending fast tracking applications and limiting unnecessary 
documents to get there.

The new Mendocino County CEO says her team has working on 
requests from various entities for budget data. The Executive Office 
Fiscal Team has been queried on the county’s financial position related 
to salary and benefits. But CEO Darcie Antle says putting out reports in 
a timely matter has been a challenge due to the county’s accounting 
system, Munis. She says a lot of the reports that have been produced, 
were put together after a compilation from various sources. She also 
says their goal is to be fully transparent. For anyone interested in 
reading over the material it can be found on the county’s website:

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/human-resources/labor-relations
.

A man in Willits has been arrested on a myriad of charges after reports 
he shot off a gun negligently, then tried to disarm a Deputy. The Sheriff’s 
Office reports getting a call Tuesday and found Trevor Williams unsafely 
discharged the firearm several times near a child, potentially 
endangering her life. They also found he had a restraining order against 
him and was not allowed to have weapons. They say he was verbally 
hostile and had armed himself with multiple firearms. They evacuated 
the area and called for backup. Apparently the guy asked for Sheriff Matt 
Kendall to come to the scene, but then he took off on an ATV. As the 
Sheriff arrived, they say Williams threatened law enforcement, but 
surrendered eventually. He was taken down after first tackling a couple 
of Deputies.

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/human-resources/labor-relations
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The deadline for applications is August 17, 2022, BY 11:59 P.M

A bunch of money to be distributed in Lake County for a COVID 
emergency shelter. Lake County Continuum of Care and the Behavioral 
Health Services Dept. say they’ve received $300,000 from the Housing, 
Homeless, Assistance, and Prevention Rounds 2 and 3 program for the 
emergency shelter in the North Shore area. Those who are unsheltered 
including minors will be taken care there. They have a Q&A session over 
Zoom set up to learn more for applicants who are interested. Request for 
proposal guidelines HERE:

https://www.lakecoc.org/upcoming-funding-opportunities

August 3, 2022, at 3:00 P.M. via Zoom: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89538409328

A state of emergency has been declared by the mayor of San Francisco 
due to an increase in monkeypox cases. Mayor London Breed says the 
city’s in a scary place and this will cut through the red tape to get funds 
to help them with the public health crisis. The Mayor also says leaders in 
the LGBTQ+ community have asked for help in recent weeks and says 
the city’s in “desperate need of vaccines”. The emergency declaration 
takes effect Monday as the city nears 300 cases of the virus. There are 
also about 800 cases in the state, and 4,600 nationwide, and a shortage 
of the vaccine.

Like the wine industry before it, now comes cannabis tourism. 
Recreational sales are expected to rake in $37 billion dollars in 2024. 
The Emerald Triangle is expected to reap the benefits. So, Visit 
Mendocino County is preparing. Along with Trinity and Humboldt 
counties, the area is believed to be the largest cannabis-producing 
region in the United States, with cannabis being Mendocino County’s 
biggest agriculture gold mine. The Executive Director of Visit Mendocino 
County says tourists are looking to escape to the redwoods, go on tours, 
lounge in the village or Mendocino. Various other towns are ready to 
service visitors too, including Hopland, Philo, rural Ukiah, Laytonville and 
Willits.

One of the managers working on the drought at the State Water 
Resources Control Board is out, decrying the Governor’s handling of the 
crisis. Max Gomberg had been at the helm and recommending various 
strategies to take to help the parched state. The board’s climate and 
conservation manager says he doesn’t think Gov. Newsom and his 
administration will go after the radical changes necessary during these 
dried up times. His resignation letter was posted online earlier this 
month. In it, he accuses Newsom of sticking to the status quo and 
blames others at the board for not strongly pushing back, calling it all, 
“gut wrenching”. Some of his ideas included helping low-income 
ratepayers, bolstering water conservation, changing water agency permit 
requirements for climate preparedness, and adding climate requirements 
to strengthen water regulation and management. A spokesperson for the 
Governor’s office says Newsom is doing more than most anyone related 
to climate change.

https://www.lakecoc.org/upcoming-funding-opportunities
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89538409328
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PG&E sees sinking profits and more wildfire costs. But the latest report 
says during the second quarter of this year they made a ton of progress 
to slow destructive wildfires. The company reported earnings of $356 
million, down just over 10% from a year before. The total revenue was 
down almost 2% from the year before. Meanwhile, the utility is trying to 
get the Public Utilities Commission to allow them to raise rates on 
customers so they can continue burying power lines. That could mean 
another $30/mo for the average customer. This comes after a rate 
increase the first quarter of this year, topping 16% more.

Lawmakers say they’re working on ways to help parents help their 
children curb their social media additions. Lawmakers say it’s a matter of 
mental health for kids. They’re looking at ways to tame the way 
companies target websites, luring kids (and adults) back to them. They 
also want to find ways to slow the push notifications and auto play 
functions. A pair of bills are being considered to require websites, social 
media, or other online platforms to dump certain features, saying that 
can pull kids in, creating an addiction and collect their personal 
information, and promote harmful content. One of the bills would attach 
penalties to it, of up to $7,500 per affected child. But some decry the bills 
are a violation of free speech.

A couple of massive air tankers for the CAL FIRE Sonoma-Lake-Napa 
Unit (LNU). The two Type-1 Helitankers arrived at the beginning of the 
month for aerial firefighting in the Sonoma Lake Napa Unit. One will be 
based at the Napa County Airport, and the other at the Sonoma Air 
Attack base at the Sonoma County Airport. There’s also already a Type-
1 CAL FIRE HAWK “Copter 104” in Lake County, for a total of three 
massive helicopters. They’ll all be available to fight fires in the greater 
Bay Area and all of California.

A celebration over the weekend for the winners of this year’s Redwood 
Empire Fair VIP Awards. The pre-fair kickoff dinner is also a celebration 
for the winners. Those include, the Agriculturist Award. This year it went 
to John Harper, UCCE Livestock and Natural Resources adviser and 
county director for Mendocino and Lake Counties. He’s been the director 
for about 15 years for each county. The business award this year, to 
Adventist Health. The faith-based health care system has almost 2,000 
people working for them. And they claim to have given out over $670 
million in aid for education, research, community health improvement, 
subsidized community health care, and free and discounted care to the 
poor and elderly. And this year’s Blue Ribbon Award goes to the 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue Team.
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A massive fire is burning in Siskiyou County, blowing smoke across 
Northern Calif. The Klamath National Forest Service reports nearly a 
dozen fires burning in the region and another pair in the Six Rivers 
National Forest. The largest is the McKinney Fire which has already 
burned nearly 52,500 acres–it is 0% contained. The fire just started 
Friday. It triggered evacuations in the region of 2,000 residents. News 
reporters in the area say some residents were trying to get down 
Highway 96 as their homes burned behind them. Kym Kemp reports 
several homes and structures have burned along with vehicles. There 
was an RV park off the highway near Klamath River, west of Yreka. This 
is the biggest fire in California this year…so far.

US Senator Dianne Feinstein has reportedly introduced a bill that will 
help wildfire victims and their families. It’s co-sponsored by her partner 
from Calif. Senator Alex Padilla, along with Colorado Senator John 
Hickenlooper. A companion bill was introduced in the house in March by 
Congressman Mike Thompson to protect those impacted by fires, 
potentially instigated by PG&E equipment. After the utility company was 
found guilty of negligence for fires in 2015, 2017 and 2018, PG&E had to 
set aside a trust with $13 billion dollars for payments to wildfire survivors. 
But thousands say they’re owed more or other payments as part of their 
settlements. The bill aims to get rid of associated taxes, which can be 
considered income. And they can deduct their lawyer’s fees too, if this 
passes.

Tis’ the season… For the Civil Grand Jury reports. This one in Lake 
County. And it’s about abandoned vehicles. The jury calling them a 
blight. But also admitting it’s expensive to get rid of them because the 
vehicle registration fees the county is collecting don’t cover the cost for 
abatement. Some of the other findings in the report say all Code 
Enforcement agencies are dealing with staffing issues or just taking on 
other more urgent, investigative and enforcement responsibilities at the 
moment. The report is titled “Persistent Blight on the Landscape: 
Abandoned Vehicles in Lake County”. The report recommended there be 
two full time Code Enforcement officers for abandoned vehicle 
abatement, and to have the Clearlake Police Department dedicate a 
Code Enforcement officer full-time too.

A woman from Clearlake found guilty of arson in Lower Lake received 
two year’s probation.  Kayla Renee Main was seen by witnesses lighting 
fires which were quickly put out. When officers approached, she denied 
any wrong doing, but had evidence on her, proving otherwise. She had 
to go through some mental health treatment. And was found guilty by the 
court. The county Probation Officer said the woman admitted a history of 
substance abuse. She got formal probation, but will be monitored 
electronically, go to drug treatment and counseling, and have a curfew. 
She did get a year in jail, but with time served and good behavior, she 
doesn’t need to serve.

A pregnant woman from Ukiah has been killed in a fire. It happened last 
Friday. Police reported to the Redwood Manor Apartments early in the 
morning for a fire in one apartment. When medics arrived, they found a 
man and two kids outside, a 13-year-old boy and a seven-year-old girl. 
There was still a 41-year-old woman inside at the time, the mom to the 
kids. She was reported to be seven months pregnant and could not 
escape with the others. She was found by firefighters inside, already 
gone. Neighboring apartments were reportedly damaged too, but 
everyone else was able to evacuate safely.  Police and firefighters say 
they don’t think the fire was suspicious and police are investigating 
anyway.

Congressman Jared Huffman among other Legislators are pushing 
federal legislation due to climate change. Last Thursday Huffman and 
other lawmakers from Colorado, Arizona and New Mexico introduced the 
Wildfire Response and Drought Resiliency Act to help in the recovery 
and rebuilding of communities impacted by climate-caused disasters and 
help pay for climate resiliency and mitigation efforts, and fire 
suppression. Huffman commented while in California from DC, that if you 
live here in the West, “wildfire and drought are very much on our minds 
right now”. The bill looks to get ahead of potential harm to communities, 
helping them respond to water shortages, invest in drought-proof 
infrastructure, improved water technology, ecosystem protection and 
restoration, and job training and education for the water sector 
workforce.
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A little more headway on that fire burning near Yosemite National Park. 
So far the Oak Fire in Mariposa County has burned 19,244 acres. Full 
containment is expected by the end of the week, right now it’s at 67%. It 
started about a week and a half ago. Firefighters working to shore up the 
fire line in rugged terrain, a steep area called Devil’s Gulch. The fire has 
destroyed nearly 200 homes or other structures with nearly 600 
threatened. At the same time Pacific Gas & Electric was also working to 
get the power back for over 3,100 customers in the area. Most of them, 
outside of about 700 were restored. And the energy company had no 
estimate when the last ones would get their lights back on.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has finally released 
two decisions regarding water interests in the Eel and Russian River 
watersheds. The commission gave the green light to a major reduction in 
the flow of water that moves through the Potter Valley hydropower 
project into the East Branch of the Russian River. The water coming 
from Lake Pillsbury is being reduced with the Irrigation District getting 
about 5 cubic feet per second, but up to 50 on demand. PG&E still owns 
the project but is looking to be done within a couple years. The water 
could get too hot for fish habitat and will be monitored. Another decision 
went against the claims from environmental groups that the Commission 
could change the Potter Valley Project’s annual license to include more 
protection measures for wildlife. That license expired in April. But they 
did not agree with that argument and denied a request for an 
Endangered Species Act consultation, but wants the area monitored on 
PG&E’s dime.
The Mendocino County Health Dept. has released some info on 
Monkeypox. The virus, like a smallpox, originated from animals in 
Central and East Africa and rarely jumped to humans or out of Africa. 
But since May of this year, human cases have been confirmed in 
America, and in Calif. there were over 430 cases as of last week.  But 
the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) reported the risk from 
monkeypox to the general population is very low. It feels like a flu, with 
fever, fatigue, swollen lymph nodes, and general body aches, and a rash 
can develop that can be painful too. Anyone infected should isolate at 
home until that rash fully resolves, scabs have fallen off and a fresh layer 
of skin has formed. The lesions usually persist for 3 weeks. It generally 
spreads with direct contact, but also on soiled bed linens or towels, and 
respiratory secretions during prolonged, close, face-to-face contact.

The Gathering of Community Leaders is co-hosting a Youth Big Time for 
Round Valley. The Youth Big Time event is this Friday and Saturday, 
and vendors are still needed. The organizers say it’s a way to get kids 
together in a safe and sober environment just to have fun, be kids, and 
show them their community is here for them. There will be vendors, 
organization booths, various group games, raffles, and traditional 
dancing. Lunch is provided to all who attend.  The event is hosted solely 
through grants and donations from the community which allows them to 
provide prizes for the raffle. The event is at the Hidden Oaks Park Dance 
Arbor in Covelo.Due to the continuing outbreak of the monkeypox virus, the Governor 
has declared a State of Emergency. That’s to try to get ahold of more 
shots of the vaccination. The California Department of Public Health is 
working with the Newsom administration to coordinate a response to 
monkeypox, find more vaccines and lead outreach and education efforts 
on accessing vaccines and treatment. The Governor announced the 
state was working in an urgent fashion across all levels of government to 
slow the spread of the virus. He says they’re working with the federal 
government to secure more vaccines, raise awareness about reducing 
risk, and stand with the LGBTQ community fighting stigmatization.

A fire breaks out in Ukiah and citizens try dousing the flames. It 
happened July 22nd in the 100 block of Lake Mendocino Drive. The 
Deputy who responded was in the area and was told by witnesses they 
saw a man walking near the fire. 72-year-old Jimmy Hendry was found 
nearby and told the Deputy he saw a woman named Monica start the fire 
and run away. But apparently Deputies knew the area had surveillance 
cameras. Hendry gave them his contact info and left. After Deputies got 
ahold of the surveillance footage, they confirmed it was Hendry who was 
alone in the area when the fire started. He was arrested for Recklessly 
Causing Fire to Forest Land and booked into jail on $157,500.00 bail.
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A woman from Covelo has been arrested in connection to a possible rip 
off of Costco gift cards. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office was told 
300 gift cards, each with a value of $30.00 were purchased from grant 
money given to the Round Valley Tribe. Deputies say the cards were all 
redeemed or used in May by various people at the Ukiah Costco. So, 
they looked at surveillance footage, identifying multiple people using the 
gift cards. Mendocino Major Crimes Task Force officers, Deputies and 
Probation Department staff served three search warrants in Covelo, 
finding evidence linking the gift cards to the locations. They also found 
firearms, ammo and a suspect, Kassandra Phillips. They say she worked 
at the location the gift cards were removed from and arrested her for 
embezzlement and grand theft and held on $15,000.00 bail.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors will officially ask the Governor to 
appoint a new member. After District 4 Supervisor Tina Scott resigned to 
take on a teaching position, the board will consider sending a letter to 
the Governor’s office for a successor. Scott’s last day was July 31st. 
Lake Co News reports the Board was considering a special election to 
be folded into the General in November, but the letter the Board is 
thinking of sending asks for timely action to fill the vacancy by 
appointment for the remainder of Scotts term. Also, this morning, the 
Board will hear from Supervisor Bruno Sabatier regarding an appeal for 
a decision by the Lake County Planning Commission for the Bottle Rock 
Farm FJA Trust Cannabis Project. He says there are several violations 
on the project property.
Some fixes need to be made on playground equipment at a park in Fort 
Bragg. The City’s Public Works Department is closing the Wiggly Giggly 
Playground at Bainbridge Park for repairs. The playground area and 
restroom will be temporarily closed as maintenance crews work there 
tomorrow all day. Both the playground and restrooms are expected to 
open later tomorrow or Thursday. For more info, you can get in touch 
with Fort Bragg’s Department of Public Works.Sexual misconduct violations may have been swept under the rug in the 
Cal State University system… for a time. Ed Source reports 54 faculty 
members, coaches and other non-management employees at a dozen 
CSU campuses violated sexual misconduct and discrimination policies in 
cases settled or resolved between 2017 and 2021. The report says not 
all were kept that quiet, as there were some terminated, or they 
resigned. The university system released the information on the 
violations which included unwanted sexual advances, like requests for 
sex, unwanted touching and kissing, and discrimination based on gender 
and race. The information was just released considering other recent 
controversies about how the college system handled sexual harassment 
complaints and disciplined employees.

A recent report states one reason the COVID surge seems so high 
again, is that many people are being reinfected. The state’s Public 
Health Dept. reports in the first few weeks of July they documented over 
50,000 reinfections. That was 1 in 7 of the new COVID cases through 
the middle of the month. It’s because of the more contagious and 
vaccine resistant sub-strains of omicron. They say you can get the 
infection again just weeks after a recovery. The state has already seen 
nearly ten million cases since the pandemic first started. The state 
Department of Public Health said there were more than 350,000 
reinfections in the last 10-11 months, with the most happening the first 
week of last September when the delta strain was rising. But only about 
2% of the cases were known reinfections.
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The huge fire burning in the Klamath National Forest has killed two 
people. Apparently, the pair were found in a car Sunday in a driveway as 
the fire forged a path near Highway 96. The fire broke out Friday and 
mushroomed in size to more than 55,000 acres, creating it’s own 
weather system with dust, smoke plumes and flames. Thousands have 
been sent from their homes near the California-Oregon border. There’s 
video posted online from the highway showing blackened trees, burned 
out cars on the side of the road that had their wheels melted to the earth 
and destroyed buildings. The Klamath National Forest Supervisor posted 
on Facebook that in the first hours of the fire they knew they had lost 
several structures in and around Klamath River, including homes. 
There’s no confirmed number, but the Siskiyou County Sheriff says 
they’ve sifted through about 100 homes so far.Lake County has announced a new Assistant County Administrator. 
Stephen L. Carter, Jr. was appointed after previous fiscal leadership 
positions in the County for the last seven years. The County reports 
Carter has prepared financial forecasts for County-wide fiscal planning 
and management activities, was a trusted authority on the Board of 
Supervisors’ purchasing policies and practices and supported staff in 
other financially focused roles. Staff knowing him, the press release 
says, as an effective trainer and highly creative problem solver, informed 
by years of experience and a strong theoretical foundation in Business 
Administration.

Adventist Health Ukiah Valley has announced they’re extending their 
contract for another two weeks with Anthem Blue Cross. The contract 
was supposed to expire July 18th but was then extended two more 
weeks. That ended yesterday as negotiations between Anthem Blue 
Cross and Adventist Health continued. There was a statement released 
at the end of last week, they extended again until August 16th as both 
sides continue to actively negotiate in good faith with the goal of 
reaching a mutually agreeable contract. The two healthcare giants have 
been working together for years and say they’re both committed to a 
new contract agreement.

An achievement for Amber Alerts. It’s been twenty years since the 
system was created in CA. The California Highway Patrol works with 
multiple agencies and the public to try to find missing children. So far 
they report the alert system has helped reunite 376 missing kids with 
their families. The commissioner of the law enforcement agency says it’s 
so successful, because “we are all caretakers in our community”. 
AMBER stands for “America’s Missing: Broadcast Emergency Response 
Alert”. It was developed in 1996 for 9-year-old Amber Hagerman who 
was abducted and murdered in Arlington, Texas and is used nationwide. 
In Calif. the system went into effect in 2002.

For more information regarding AMBER alerts, visit 
http://www.chp.ca.gov/newsalerts/ amber-alert.

http://www.chp.ca.gov/newsalerts/
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A public hearing is set for the Lakeport City Council on delinquent utility 
accounts. The meeting tonight will cover 18 parcels with delinquent bills. 
It’s about $9,230 worth, as noted by the city’s Finance Department. The 
city has to first notify delinquent account holders so they have an 
opportunity to make good on their account. They get a delinquency 
notice monthly. Final notice was sent out to the delinquent accounts, as 
of May 31st, and should have been received by property owners by July 
16th. Also during tonight’s meeting, the council will be asked to give their 
approval for the Police Chief to enter into an agreement with the City of 
Clearlake for supplemental services because of staffing challenges.

Two more bodies have been found in the blackened land of the 
McKinney Fire in the Siskiyou National Forest. Two others were found 
Sunday in a car along Route 96 in a driveway. A couple trying to get 
away from the flames were overtaken. The second pair were found at 
another house along the same highway yesterday, one of the only roads 
in and out of the area near the Oregon/Calif. border. The Sheriff’s Office 
says there is nobody else missing. The community of Klamath River has 
been decimated by the fire which grew tens of thousands of acres in a 
day, after breaking out Friday. More than 100 homes, sheds and other 
buildings have burned. Thankfully some rain came down and helped 
firefighters slow the spread of the fire, but there’s still no containment 
and the fire is considered to be out of control. It’s burned nearly 56,000 
acres.

Congressman Jared Huffman along with 39 other House Reps have sent 
a letter to the Treasury Secretary and Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
Commissioner to get the IRS to review the status of the Family Research 
Council (FRC) and find ways to prevent abuse of IRS church status. It 
comes after an investigative report showing the Family Research 
Council’s church status application and IRS approval was obtained 
through the Freedom of Information Act. The congressional members 
are also asking for a better review process for organizations seeking 
church status so if they’re not actual churches, so they’re unable to 
abuse the tax code. Other Congress members from Calif. who signed 
the letter were Linda T. Sánchez, Adam Schiff, Norma J. Torres and 
Karen Bass.

A bit of a mess at the latest Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
meeting. Supervisors talking finances and the new jail taking too long. 
Supervisor Ted Williams said the CEO’s office should get in touch with 
the state controller for help. The board discussed the jail construction 
documents delaying the project as the state examines them. The new 
CEO said she didn’t know why it was taking so long either. Also on the 
docket why some county workers are still without a new contract. SEIU 
Local 1021 workers want a raise, but that’ll cost the county over three 
million dollars. Williams called for financial transparency, including 
incorporating recommendations from an outside auditor. Supervisor 
Glenn McGourty said the county needs properly trained financial minds, 
then the board agreed to ask the state for more money for the jail and 
ask the state controller to step in and help with finances.
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They say they’ve won. The Forest Protectors of Jackson Demonstration 
State Forest (JDSF) say the California State Board of Forestry has put 
an indefinite “hold” on all operations, awaiting their Government-to-
Government talks. The activist group says they demanded a moratorium 
at the forest until there was government-to-government Co-
management. The publicly owned 47,000-acre forest is under an 
outdated CalFire management plan. That triggered a campaign last year 
with protestors on forest property, interrupting logging operations of old 
redwoods. Things heated up after CalFire approved a timber harvest 
near the small coastal town of Caspar. Letters, phone calls and petitions 
circulated to stop it, with no luck until now.

Packed Mendocino Coast Healthcare District Board of Directors meeting. 
Last week the board discussed their new website, last year’s minutes 
moving to the site without approval and sending a letter regarding the 
Adventist Health – Anthem insurance partnership. There was some 
contention about the minutes being posted online without the board’s 
review, and board members became frustrated with each other about 
that. The board chair shared the new website’s migration of old 
information to the new site had some items not noted as draft 
documents. The board decided to pull the minutes from the website then 
took up the matter of Adventist Health and Anthem Insurance contract 
negotiations. The president of Adventist Health Mendocino Coast was on 
hand assuring they don’t want to split up.

Members of the public at the latest Willits City Council meeting have 
requested an update to local tobacco retail licenses to ban flavored vape 
products. They heard about statitistics in youth vaping and potential 
flavor bans, retail restrictions near youth friendly locations and product 
placement and advertising. Also during the meeting the Third District 
Supervisor John Haschak was there to talk about the tax proposal for fire 
services. And the council all voted yes for a Mutual Aid Agreement with 
six municipalities, four in Mendocino County and two in Lake County to 
exchange certain equipment, staff overlap and materials to be shared as 
needed.

We’re still not doing as good as we can conserving water. The latest 
report says there was a tiny improvement from July 2021 to this past 
May. The Governor last summer asked for a 15% reduction when he 
declared a drought emergency. We saw an 8.5% reduction in May, but 
not so much in Southern California where it was only 2.2% less. That 
meant the entire state average was only at a 3.1% reduction compared 
to May 2020. It may mean a mandatory reduction if it keeps up. A 
spokesperson for the Governor says businesses and residents need to 
step up. She says the administration will continue monitoring the 
conservation numbers, especially the early June numbers before they 
see if they need to make further changes.
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A fire in a Ukiah creek is being reported as arson. That’s the word from 
the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority on yesterday’s fire in Gibson Creek near 
South Orchard Avenue. Some witnesses reported seeing the fire around 
mid-morning near a big tunnel. One police officer responded using a fire 
extinguisher as the UVFA Battalion Chief got there. A crew came down 
too to make sure it was doused, hosing it down. The chief said it was 
definitely “human-caused” and that the tunnel is used a lot as temporary 
housing. He says a large log was burning and was not being used for 
cooking or warming up. They have no suspects and are trying to see if 
there are any local surveillance cameras that caught anything.

Pacific Gas and Electric Co. is in Lake County pruning and felling trees, 
so they don’t come into contact with power lines. It’s the last bit of work 
to prevent wildfires in high fire-risk areas along about 94 miles of 
overhead power lines. Those in Cobb and Cobb Mountain, Clearlake 
Oaks, Glenview, Kelseyville, Lower Lake, Loch Lomond, and Morgan 
Valley may encounter folks inspecting power lines and preparing trees to 
be taken down or trimmed. PG&E workers will go out to customers and 
share their plans with the community. The company says they’ll work 
individually with any customers needed if there’s safety work to be done 
on their property.

A great success is what the Lakeport Home Wine and Beer Makers’ 
Festival is being called. The event at Library Park, also known as 
Winefest is the biggest annual fundraiser for the Lake County Symphony 
Association (LCSA). A lot of the money raised helps to support youth 
and community programs like music lessons and scholarships. That 
pays for things like transportation and lodging costs for non-local 
musicians. This was the first in person event in a couple of years 
because of the pandemic. The event’s been happening for more than 20 
years as a way bring in regular funds for the Symphony.

A fond farewell to an old hospital. A gathering is being planned for folks 
to come together and share stories, pictures, or anything else related to 
the old Howard Memorial Hospital in Willits. The organizers plan to sit in 
the shade on the back lawn along Poplar Street. They’ve not confirmed a 
date yet, but say there will be refreshments and time to reminisce about 
the old, beloved hospital that was part of the community since 1928.

The state has settled with one of the country’s largest rent-to-own 
companies, Rent-A-Center. A $15.5 million dollar settlement has been 
agreed to after claims the company misled and overcharged tens of 
thousands of customers. The Attorney General Rob Bonta reported 
yesterday after an investigation into the company’s “kiosk” business in 
furniture stores. They found since 2014 the company was inflating their 
cash prices about 15% higher than the true retail price, along with other 
supposed violations related to over 100,000 contracts through the 
company’s Preferred Lease line.
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A man who lost his home and potentially four pets in the massive 
McKinney Fire had a glimmer of hope. James or “Mac” Benton found his 
3-month-old Pitbull pup, Patches. The puppy had a moment of fame 
when it was found in the desolate remains of a neighborhood. Benton 
says he was escaping the fire Friday in the town of Klamath River and 
thought his animals were all accounted for, but when he noticed they 
were not, he turned around, but the flames and smoke overcame him, 
and he had to leave. Benton lived with several other people on his 
property and one he has not been able to get in touch with. Four people 
have died in the fire so far. Around 100 homes or other buildings burned 
in the fire. Meanwhile, Patches was found at the Rescue Ranch, a 
nonprofit dog rehab and adoption center in nearby Yreka.

Still out of control, but firefighters have finally corralled part of the 
massive fire burning near the Oregon border. The McKinney Fire, which 
has killed four people is reported at 10% containment as weather was 
favorable for the fight. The fire has burned more than 57,500 acres. The 
area of the fire near the town of Yreka is contained and evacuation 
orders were downgraded. There are still around 1,300 residents under 
evacuation orders. The fire didn’t move much yesterday after heavy rain 
fell. But one of the leaders in the firefight said it’s a “sleeping giant right 
now”. They expect to surround a spot fire today which is 1,000 acres. 
The fire has destroyed over 100 homes and other buildings.

A report from the state Auditor’s Office shows a custodian who had been 
with the Department of General Services was getting $185,000 in pay 
and benefits between 2016 and 2020 even though he wasn’t working full 
time. The investigative report says the custodian with his supervisor 
faked time sheets and training records, so it looked like he had been 
working full time, but he hadn’t even worked at all for much of those four 
years. The report says as payment, the custodian gave a percentage of 
his pay to the supervisor. The custodian stopped working in December 
2016. Investigators say the supervisor was getting about $1,300 cash 
monthly for the scam. A new manager hired in December 2020 caught 
onto the scheme.

The supplemental law enforcement contract between Clearlake and 
Lakeport has been approved by the Lakeport City Council. Lakeport has 
had staffing issues and Clearlake will provide help until the other 
department is fully staffed up. Last month Clearlake’s city council gave 
the plan the green light, and on Tuesday Lakeport followed suit. The 
departments have worked together in the past, and both chiefs say the 
new agreement will allow that to continue as they may have staffing 
shortages, which is currently happening in Lakeport. There are 13 sworn 
officers, and in Clearlake there are 24 – and one-part timer.
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The Lakeport City Council has decided to find all of the past 
due/delinquent utility accounts and put liens on the homes. After a public 
hearing on the matter Tuesday the council approved a resolution to send 
the $8,000 worth of unpaid bills to the Lake County Auditor-Controller’s 
Office to be included on the property tax roll. That means the properties 
will have a lien so the city won’t get any money until the homes are sold. 
The city also reportedly applied to get money from the state to pay off 
the unpaid utility bills.

A former veterinary hospital can be used for the United Disaster Relief. 
The Ukiah Planning Commission approved a permit for the building on 
Airport Park Boulevard. A representative says they’ll comply with city 
codes and put a screen on an outdoor storage area along with a solid 
fence or wall. But they apparently don’t have the money right now and 
will start a fundraiser campaign to raise the cash. She also said there 
have been burglaries there, with people cutting the current fencing and 
stealing tarps so they’ve been unable to maintain the carports they’ve 
been using for storage. They’re putting in palette racks for the time being 
to secure items out of sight.

A group of environmental activists say they’re suing PG&E for 
decommissioning the Potter Valley Project because it will harm the 
salmon and trout populations in the Eel River. The groups also say it 
violates the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA). The hydroelectric 
power plant diverts water from the Eel to the Russian River using two 
dams. coho and Chinook salmon and steelhead trout could be further 
endangered by the project being decommissioned, the groups say. 
Friends of the Eel River, California Trout, Trout Unlimited, Pacific Coast 
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations, and the Institute for Fisheries 
Resources have filed a notice of intent to sue under the Endangered 
Species Act, giving 60 days warning, which was June 15th. The 
Mendocino Voice reports PG&E has not made a move.

A dead sperm whale has washed ashore in Mendocino, then sank down 
to the seafloor as it was being towed back to the beach. Mendo Voice 
reports the Noyo Center for Marine Science says Monday they were 
hoping to perform a partial necropsy to find out how the animal may 
have died and wanted to collect its skull to display on exhibit to no avail. 
It first showed up near Portuguese Beach in a cove. The center was 
working with various fire personnel, the coast guard and scientists to try 
to move the carcass to study it. They say the whale was between 40 and 
45 feet long and they’ll continue to study its fall to the sea floor.
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Even though it was a thumbs down for two supes, the Mendocino 
County Board said yes to continue working on a countywide water 
resource team. In partnership with the University of California 
Cooperative Extension, the county would work to find ways to provide 
necessary water for county residents. They’d also address long-term 
needs for clear systems of countywide water governance. Mendo Voice 
reports it’s going to cost the county, so there was some back and forth 
on the hiring of a hydrology expert and starting necessary grant writing 
which could cost the county hundreds of thousands of dollars. Three 
supervisors approved of moving forward, while two dissented, 3rd district 
Supervisor John Haschak and 4th district Supervisor Dan Gjerde.

A woman from Ukiah accused of DUI has been found guilty, but just for 
misdemeanors. The jury delivered their verdict against Sydney 
Shackman in a half hour. She was convicted of misdemeanor driving a 
motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol, misdemeanor driving a 
motor vehicle with a blood alcohol .08 or greater, and failure to provide 
proof of motor vehicle insurance, an infraction. When she was pulled 
over in January of 2021, she admitted she was driving the car, which 
had gone down an embankment. She was given field sobriety tests and 
failed, registering a .11 blood alcohol test. She also pleaded guilty in 
court to a separate misdemeanor failing to appear in court after signing a 
promise to appear.

The City of Ukiah has put out a statement six months after adopting their 
Equity Action Plan.  The Diversity and Equity Committee says there have 
already been multiple accomplishments. Those include a new mobile-
friendly ADA-compliant website including a language section. There’s a 
new employment recruitment portal; expansion of the Movies-in-the-Park 
program for more neighborhoods; added inclusion questions to all board, 
commission, and committee applications; city staff have put together a 
multidisciplinary, mid-management team to improve recruitment, 
retention, and promotion practices. And staffers are working on an 
employee diversity, equity, and inclusion training plan.

The California State Teachers’ Retirement System is in the red on 
investments for the first time since the Great Recession of 2008.  
CalSTRS is in charge of pensions for almost one million current teachers 
and retirees. They reported a minus 1.3% return on its portfolio with the 
year-end value down over $8.5 billion dollars. It was a year after a record 
investment gain in 20-21 of 27.2%. The pension system says the decline 
was due to market volatility complicated by inflation, rising interest rates, 
the pandemic and the continuing war in Ukraine.
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A union representing mental health workers at Kaiser Northern Calif. is 
preparing to strike. 2,000 workers announced an open-ended strike will 
begin a week from Monday, Aug. 15th. They say it’s due to high clinician 
workloads and patients who have to wait for weeks or months to get the 
care they need. Their union says as demand for care surged, therapists 
are frustrated and leaving in droves. A union representative says they 
don’t take the strike lightly, but they have to finally take a stand and 
“make Kaiser spend some of its billions on mental health care.” Kaiser 
currently has over 4.5 million enrollees.

The nonprofit – Economic Development & Financing Corporation (EDFC) 
is working with Mendocino County to start the California Microbusiness 
COVID-19 Relief Grant Program. They’ll be awarding grants of up to 
$2,500 for local microbusinesses who’ve been seriously impacted by the 
pandemic. The amount a business can receive, and the eligibility 
requirements, are set by the funder, the California Office of the Small 
Business Advocate (CalOSBA). The program was launched to give relief 
to the hardest-to-reach micro businesses and entrepreneurs.  The grant 
portal opened July 26th and will continue to award the money until they 
run out.

A man from Ukiah is missing and wanted in connection to the death of 
an infant. Sheriff’s Deputies reported to a hotel where a concerned 
parent said two of their children were missing after being left in the care 
of Edward “Two Feathers” Steele. The one- and two-year-old boys were 
found near the railroad tracks, one was suffering from heat exhaustion. 
Someone nearby called 911 after seeing Steele with the children earlier. 
The 2-year-old was taken to a hospital. Then a search turned up the 
other child, the one-year-old, who was found dead nearby. An autopsy 
has been ordered to see how the child may have died and Steele was 
reportedly on the run and wanted in connection to the death. He’s 
described as a 32-year-old Native American man, about 6 feet tall, 185 
pounds, with short hair, with a large tattoo on the side of his face.

An alert has gone out to be mindful of possible flooding in Ukiah, 
followed by another saying there was no threat of flooding in Ukiah. The 
National Weather Service for Northeastern Mendocino County put out 
the alert that there could be flooding by excessive rainfall of a training 
thunderstorm in part of Northwest California, including the following 
county, Mendocino. The alert said there could be minor flooding in low-
lying and poor drainage areas. Then the notice shortly after there was no 
threat and to carry on.
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Workshop dates:

Friday, Aug. 5 – 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Mendocino County – Agriculture Office

501 Low Gap Road, Ukiah

Friday, Aug. 19 – 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Round Valley Public Library

23925 Howard St., Covelo

Friday, Sept. 2 – 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Mendocino County Museum

400 East Commercial St., Willits

Friday, Sept. 23 – 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Mendocino County Library – Fort Bragg

499 East Laurel St., Fort Bragg

Friday, Sept. 30 – 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Harwood Hall

44400 Willis Ave., Laytonville

A woman from Ukiah’s in trouble with the law after a routine traffic stop. 
Deputies say they contacted the driver who was alone in the car, and 
say she gave them a phony name, but had no ID on her. They checked 
the records on the vehicle and suspected the woman was lying to them. 
Andrea Gonzales later admitted she gave them her ex-boyfriend’s new 
girlfriend’s name, then gave them a different name and date of birth. 
Deputies used a device called a Mobil Data Terminal, searching for her 
name, and again found she was lying. Gonzales was arrested and found 
with meth and a meth pipe on her. She was also found to be wanted for 
one warrant out of county warrant and five more in Mendocino County, 
so she was held without bail.

A series of cannabis assistance workshops are being jointly held by 
Mendocino County and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) this month and next. The workshops are for new and legacy 
farmers, and cannabis consultants. The county’s permitting staff and 
CDFW’s cannabis program staff are going to be on hand to answer 
project specific technical questions, compliance and discuss cannabis 
grant program opportunities. Representatives of the Department of 
Cannabis Control and the State Water Resources Control Board will also 
be available.

Meetings can be scheduled by emailing 
cannabisprogram@mendocinocounty.org. Please be sure to include 
“Mendocino Pop-Up” in the subject line of the email and include your 
preferred date, time, location and topic in the message. No walk-ins will 
be allowed. Masking is recommended.

You can also visit wildlife.ca.gov/cannabis to learn more about permitting 
and Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreements. For more details on 
CDFW’s cannabis grant program, please visit 
wildlife.ca.gov/cannabisgrants.
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A small fire in Ukiah has been quickly contained after ignited in dry grass 
by the intersection of North State Street and Orr Springs Road. The fire 
broke out last night just before 7:00 p.m. and was contained within ten 
minutes. It blackened an area about 100’x50′ off Highway 101. There 
was a report that a woman was seen running from the scene after.

A fire near Clearlake has broken out. Yesterday afternoon the fire started 
by the intersection of Highway 52 and Ogulin Canyon Rd. The fire had 
quickly grown to about 5-7 acres and was said to be moving fast. 
Highway 53 was closed, and an evacuation was ordered. Mendo Fever 
reports hearing on the scanner that someone saw someone else start 
the fire and followed them. About a half hour later the fire had grown to 
ten acres but was controlled before burning any structures. Lake Co 
News reports a woman named Angela Smith who admitted she started 
the fire, was arrested. The fire burned 17 acres and evacuations were 
canceled and roads reopened.

Pacific Gas and Electric Co. is hosting a wildfire safety webinar on 
prevention steps. The workshop next Wednesday is for customers to 
hear plans and provide the utility with feedback. PG&E experts are 
giving a brief presentation on their wildfire prevention efforts; they’ll offer 
resources to help customers and communities before, during and after 
wildfire safety outages; and share improvements and updates to PG&E’s 
safety technology and tools. The webinar is from 5:30 to 7 p.m.

The event can be accessed through the link or dial-in below or through 
PG&E’s website, http://www.pge.com/firesafetywebinars.

Click this link to join: https://bit.ly/3nKIAc9. Attendee dial-in: 800-619-
7898; conference ID: 5949849.

More information and resources to help you and your family prepare for 
and stay safe in the event of an emergency can be found at 
https://www.safetyactioncenter.pge.com/.

A new report says places where there are wildfires may be contributors 
to more lung disease. The American Lung Association says as wildfire 
season is in full swing, they’re not sure yet if lung cancer can be caused 
by wildfire, but at the very least they are known to contribute to poor air 
quality, air pollution and more particles in the air. Over 17,000 people in 
California will be diagnosed with lung cancer this year according to the 
Association. They also say this year more than 9,600 will die from the 
disease. The American Cancer Society says the disease is generally 
caused by smoking tobacco, genetics, second hand smoke, radon and 
asbestos exposure and air pollution.

http://www.pge.com/firesafetywebinars
https://bit.ly/3nKIAc9
https://www.safetyactioncenter.pge.com/
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The massive McKinney Fire is not moving as fast as it was, but the 
containment is still quite low. 4 people have been killed by the nearly 
59,000-acre fire along the Oregon Border and 100 homes or other 
buildings were destroyed. Some residents in the tiny town of Yreka have 
been allowed to go home as the fire moved on and firefighters made 
headway in rainy weather. But fire officials warned at a community 
meeting this week that temperatures will go up, and humidity will go 
down, which could cause the fire to balloon again. The fire remains only 
10% contained.

A Homeless Action Plan is being put into play in Lake County. On 
Tuesday the Lake County Board of Supervisors considered the Plan 
after a presentation from Lake County Behavioral Health Services. The 
Record Bee reports there were only 3 board members at the meeting 
Tuesday to consider an application for more than a half million dollars in 
funding for a Homeless Housing, Assistance, and Prevention (HHAP) 
grant. Most of the money is earmarked for a shelter to provide 
permanent housing to homeless and developmentally disabled adults in 
Nice. The supervisors asked for amended language in the application to 
add low-income housing to the plan, so amendments were added and 
the plan was approved.

Of all of the things the Lake County Grand Jury are investigating, the 
latest release was on the abundance of stray or feral cats. The report 
released as animal shelters are unable to take in many more animals 
during the Empty the Shelter month across the country. The report says 
the amount of cats being born in the county each year is contributing to 
the overcrowding and usually ends up with the animals being 
euthanized. So, the report goes on to say, they need a better long-term 
solution in the county to alleviate the overcrowding. The investigation 
came after a complaint by a resident in Clearlake. They recommended 
setting aside more cannabis income to help corral the animals for three 
years. With that they could buy a van for shelter staff and volunteers to 
use for vaccinations and sterilization procedures.

There are three open seats available on the Ukiah City Council. Those 
interested have until next Friday to file their paperwork. The City Clerk 
said at the last council meeting they’ve had five people pick up 
paperwork so far. They were noted as three incumbents and two 
challengers. The terms are for four years, ending in December of 2026. 
Those interested have to be at least 18 years of age, a Citizen of the 
United States, and a registered voter residing within the city limits of 
Ukiah.

Nomination papers and guides are available at City Hall, 300 Seminary 
Ave., by scheduling an appointment with the City Clerk’s office at 707-
463-6217, or by email at cityclerk@cityofukiah. com.
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The Latitude Observatory is reopening. This Friday is the ribbon cutting 
ceremony and festivities follow from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at Observatory Park. 
Visitors will be able to explore new family-friendly exhibits, outlining the 
rich history of the site, including stories of observers from across the 
globe who visited from 1899-1982, many stationed in Ukiah. They looked 
at the Earth’s wobble and more. Those visiting can pour over historic 
records and check out the original telescope. There’s also a short 
program to discover the constellations in a portable planetarium.

The state Dept. of Public Health is reminding to get your routine health 
exams. After the pandemic surfaced, many of use skipped check-ups 
and other vaccinations. Now the agency is reminding, as the new school 
year gets closer, to get your children their routine vaccines that may 
have been missed or delayed due to the coronavirus pandemic. They’re 
also urging older Californians to remember their cancer screenings. As a 
reminder, there are many vaccine-preventable diseases, like whooping 
cough and measles, that can be highly contagious. And students and 
school staff with weakened immune systems are especially vulnerable. 
And Cancer is the 2nd leading cause of death in Calif.

A woman and infant have been hit by a car near the Ukiah Fairgrounds. 
Mendo Fever reports it happened near the entrance to the fairgrounds 
early this morning. The woman reportedly walking with a one-year-old 
girl in a stroller when they were hit. An air ambulance was brought in 
along with two ground ambulances. Police were searching for a dark-
colored SUV that left the scene but returned. They detained the driver. 
During the chaotic scene, a Nixle alert was sent out to avoid the area of 
North State St from Garrett Dr to Magnolia St.

A music video filming project turns into arrests in Hopland. Mendo Fever 
reports hearing on the police scanner about an incident forcing those 
involved to scramble out of the area with two cars chasing behind and 
shooting going on. The men leaving the scene reportedly stopped by the 
intersection of Highway 101 and West Road with two cars trailing them, 
who also pulled over. The news site reports three black men got out of 
one car and either ran away or jumped into a second vehicle. A nearby 
taxicab driver called police after someone requested a ride about three 
hours south. The news site also reports the three Black men may have 
also been involved in a cannabis robbery last month. The Sheriff’s Office 
sent out a shelter in place order in the neighborhood Friday, then soon 
after two men were arrested in Hopland.

Thousands of people gleefully back at the annual Redwood Empire Fair. 
They showed up at the fairgrounds this weekend to enjoy pre-pandemic 
fun once again. There was a Junior Livestock Auction which reportedly 
raked in more than $1 million on behalf of local young farmers. And 
apparently it was the girls who took home most of the Fair Market Steer 
awards.
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After flash flooding, a massive fish kill was reported in Siskiyou County 
near Happy Camp. Photographs have gone viral showing thousands of 
dead fish in the Klamath River due to the McKinney Fire. The massive 
fire burning near the Oregon border has destroyed over 100 structures 
and killed four people. A spokesperson for the Karuk tribe said after a 
massive debris slide last Wednesday and Thursday, flows hit the main 
stem of the river at or near Humbug Creek and McKinney Creeks. The 
debris that flowed into the river strangled the oxygen flow which caused 
a massive fish die off. The fish then started to wash up downstream. 
Since the fire is still burning and it’s in a hard to access area, those 
studying the die off say it’s still too soon to tell the extent of the 
ecological disaster. The fire has charred over 60,000 acres and is 40% 
contained.

Some environmentalists who want the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant 
closed down finally are reportedly hitting a brick wall with the Governor’s 
office. The Governor had agreed some years back that the plant should 
be closed by 2025. And now that the date gets ever so close, 
environmental groups say the Governor, who claims to be a green 
energy advocate, is considering keeping the plant open beyond the 2016 
agreement to close it in 3 years. The Utility Reform Network says 
Newsom’s concerned with the electricity grid, which may be seen as a 
political liability. His office says Newsom’s just focused on maintaining 
reliable energy, and still supports closing Diablo Canyon “in the long 
term.” PG&E claims the plant is still safe, otherwise not commenting on 
potential closure dates.

The McKinney Fire is still burning, mostly out of control. Nearly half of 
the fire has been surrounded near the California-Oregon state line. But 
firefighters are dealing with fast moving winds and low humidity, which is 
putting a major wrinkle in full containment of the 60,000-acre fire. So far 
it’s the state’s largest fire of 2022. Four people died trying to escape the 
flames last week. Both Cal Fire and the U.S. Forest Service are working 
the inferno. There was a red flag warning for dry and gusty conditions 
yesterday afternoon and evening. So far we don’t have updated 
numbers from Cal Fire. The fire has destroyed over 130 structures.

COVID19 guidance in schools could be changing before the new school 
year. The US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention could soon 
put out an update. CNN is reporting it may include less of an emphasis 
on regular school screenings, relaxed quarantine protocols and less 
focus on social distancing. They’re also reportedly considering removing 
a recommendation for students to be regularly tested for the virus which 
was made at the end of last year as the omicron strain took hold and 
cases started to surge again. The agency will however encourage more 
ventilation in buildings. We could see the new guidance released 
sometime this week.
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Now that there’s a new virus circulating, wastewater surveillance that 
started when the COVID19 pandemic broke, is being used for 
monkeypox. Wastewater being studied during the pandemic supposedly 
indicated how much virus was shedding. It was generally happening 
before symptoms showed up. This has been done in Israel to monitor for 
polio, and rarely here in the states. But research began after COVID 
came about by scientists at Stanford University, the University of 
Michigan, and Emory University to detect the virus. The same team is 
leading the same effort for monkeypox which has already infected more 
than 26,000 people worldwide, including more than 7,000 in the U.S.

3 more people have been arrested in connection to a shooting off the 
101 in Hopland. The CHP reports someone was driving a Ford 
Expedition which was shot at and became disabled. The victim was not 
injured and cops say 3 men ran from his vehicle after the shooting. All 
were in another location in Willits before the shooting, then there was 
some sort of altercation involving several other vehicles. The victim who 
was shot at in the Expedition stayed in the vehicle, an Escalade took off 
too. The Escalade was found later in Hopland on a tow truck. Two men 
with the Escalade were found with a handgun and arrested. They also 
had a bunch of marijuana and cash. Three others, who were in the 
Expedition were found and also arrested. All five were booked into 
Mendocino County Jail. No injuries were reported.

We’ve got some more information on the story of a mom pushing a 
stroller near the Redwood Empire Fairgrounds being hit by a car. A man 
from Lake County has been arrested for DUI with bodily injury for the 
incident this morning. Police say German Dominguez Galindo was 
driving down North State Street when he hit the mom and one-year-old 
as they crossed the street outside of a crosswalk. Witnesses say the 
driver sped up for unknown reasons. The mother had to be flown to an 
out-of-county hospital and was reported in critical condition. And the 
infant was unharmed. Galindo did not flee; he stayed and was arrested 
after officers said they thought he seemed drunk. More charges may be 
coming for Galindo as they incident is investigated.

A man accused of being involved somehow in the death of an infant is 
refusing to appear in court. Edward “Two Feathers” Steele was accused 
earlier this week of abandoning two toddlers along the railroad tracks in 
Ukiah, one of which was found dead. He’s charged now with felony 
murder in the second degree. The man was ordered to go to court to 
hear the charges against him, but reportedly didn’t go into the video 
conference room at the Mendocino County jail for a remote hearing. The 
DA filed additional charges including “willfully and unlawfully with malice 
aforethought” killing the child, referred to as K.A. and child 
endangerment. Another child, a two-year-old boy, was also in the 
hospital for heat exhaustion after being abandoned. Steele is set to be 
arraigned today.



Sheet1

Page 67

After the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors said they needed help 
with finances from the state, they’re being criticized by others. The 
meeting last week included talk about the price of the new jail, and it was 
even discussed that the county was dealing with a financial crisis, by at 
least one board member. Then the newly elected Treasurer-Tax 
Collector/Auditor-Controller reportedly sent a letter to the Board, pointing 
to misinformation at the meeting with no way to rebut that or have an 
open discussion. The last Treasurer Tax-Collector told at least one news 
outlet most of the board was “ill-equipped to comprehend the financial 
complexities” of running the county and there’s no way there’s a financial 
crisis.

A small fire is out after burning a building. Mendo Fever reports Ukiah 
Valley Fire Authority was called yesterday morning to the 400 block of 
Talmage Boulevard and found a commercial trailer on fire. They made 
quick work of it, so it didn’t spread to a nearby building. The battalion 
chief said it seemed suspicious in nature and was human-caused. The 
news site reminds us, the fire comes just three weeks after another 
blaze was determined to be suspicious too. That one gutted a couple of 
cars on the same block of Talmage Rd. But the battalion chief said so far 
they’re not connected to each other. But he did say there’s been an 
“unusually high number of human-caused and malicious fires. And that 
it’s a concerning trend during the drought.

The 29th annual Art in the Gardens event at the Mendocino Coast 
Botanical Gardens was a success. The word after a weekend of local art 
at the gardens, featuring 30 artists. There was food and local vendors 
complimenting the art last weekend. The organizers told the Mendocino 
Voice people had a lot of fun. They sold out both days, and they could 
have maybe had more attendees, but there was limited parking. Pre-
pandemic they had a one-day event, but this year opted for two days so 
folks could spread out more. And they say they’ll continue with that 
model.

More housing could be coming to Lakeport. The Planning Commission is 
considering a couple of projects at their next meeting. One of them is an 
application for architectural and design review to bring a nearly 3,600 
square foot commercial metal building for storage/distribution of 
packaged snack foods; and the other for a zone change, environmental 
review and general plan amendment to bring in 128 apartments and 48 
homes. The apartments would be situated inside ten two-story buildings. 
They would be two and three bedrooms. There would be 48 nearby 
attached homes too. They are also looking to put in a business office, 
parking and landscaping, and internal access roads. The meeting is 
tomorrow night.

The Lake County Registrar of Voters office is reminding about the 
General Election in November. It’s time to file for School and Special 
District elective offices for the November 8th ballot. The deadline is this 
Friday. The filing period opened July 18th. If you’d like to check out the 
list of offices up for election you can visit the Registrar’s website. It 
includes the calendar and handbook, filing requirements and all election 
processes.
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The South Ukiah Rotary is trying to help curb the use of plastic in a 
campaign called “End Plastic Soup”, to make the rivers of the world 
clean and healthy. They have put out the word they’re joining other local 
partners this year cleaning rivers in our own communities. You can help 
them “Beat Plastic” by attending their next fundraiser. It’s happening, 
one week from Saturday, August 20th at Barra Winery. They say it’ll be a 
night of great food, entertainment & a live auction, with proceeds going 
to projects on the Russian River and an International Project in Bosnia 
on the River Drina.

The Middletown Area Town Hall is providing updates on local projects at 
their next meeting. It’s happening this Thursday at the Community 
Meeting Room in the Library. It’s also on Zoom. There will be a panel 
giving presentations on the Rabbit Hill water tanks beautification project; 
the Hidden Valley Lake Greenview Restaurant; and the Maha Gueno 
Project. The group will also consider a proposed amendment for their 
bylaws and discuss a clarification for the qualifications for board 
nominees. District 1 Supervisor Moke Simon will also be there to deliver 
a report. MATH is a municipal advisory council serving the residents of 
Anderson Springs, Cobb, Coyote Valley (including Hidden Valley Lake), 
Long Valley and Middletown.

Police are searching for anyone who may know what happened to a 
Northern California teen who disappeared from a campground. 16-year-
old Kiely Rodni, of Truckee, has not been seen since Saturday when she 
was at the Prosser Family Campground where there were over 100 kids 
and young adults. The Placer County Sheriff’s Office reports her phone 
has no service, and her car vanished. They’re calling it an abduction 
because they cannot seem to find her vehicle. The family is offering a 
$50,000 reward and are pleading for anyone with information to come 
forward.

PG& E is holding another Wildfire Safety Webinar and is inviting 
customers to hear their wildfire prevention efforts. The company says in 
order to keep customers and communities safe while the risk of wildfires 
continue growing in Calif., they’re evolving their wildfire safety program 
to reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires. As part of that, the webinar is 
happening tomorrow night over Zoom from 5:30 to 7 p.m. with energy 
experts who will provide a brief presentation. Then those in attendance 
will have time to ask questions. The event can be accessed through a 
link or dial-in at PG& E’s website, pge.com/ firesafetywebinars.
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Some folks in the footprint of the massive McKinney Fire say they were 
never alerted to leave. An announcement never came from Siskiyou 
County officials or by text message from the emergency alert system. 
Many interviewed for a story who live around the fire area said they 
never got the alerts even though they had signed up for them, or they 
didn’t know they had to sign up. Since the fire is still active, officials say 
they can’t review the system to see what happened with the evacuation 
warnings. It was after the fact, after massive fires in Sonoma and Butte 
counties that they put money into improving their alert systems. But the 
McKinney Fire area is apparently the home to survivalists, off-the-grid 
folks and retirees who live there so they’re not bothered. The fire is 
holding at just over 60,000 acres and is 55% contained. 4 people were 
killed in the fire, trying to escape the flames, including one long time fire 
lookout.

A fire has triggered evacuations in the tiny towns of Willow Creek and 
Salyer. Firefighters have spread out into Humboldt and Trinity counties 
where the Six Rivers Lightning Complex spreads. The fire has increased 
to more than 10,000 acres with zero percent containment. It grew 2,000 
acres in the last day or so. The Trinity County Sheriff’s Department sent 
out a new evacuation warning yesterday afternoon. The Forest Service 
is also warning the fires that make up the complex can mushroom in size 
as they spread uphill, and that there could be extreme fire behavior. The 
area has not burned in years, so fuels are ripe to burn. Firefighters were 
preparing the area by wetting it down. Cal Fire is working with the US 
Forest Service on the Complex, which is the 3rd largest on Cal Fire’s 
map at the moment.

Controversy as the former Mendocino County CEO also speaks out on 
the so-called financial crisis the county is in. Mendo Fever interviewed 
former CEO Carmel Angelo who says the county has reserves of about 
$20 million dollars, at least it did when she retired earlier this year, and 
that the Board of Supervisors knew that. She says they were fully briefed 
about the jail construction project and labor negotiations with county 
employees. But she says recent criticism of herself, and the board is 
“wrong and unfair”. She went on to say if there’s a lack of fiscal 
leadership at the county level it’s due to the board. This comes after 
county finance officials, one former, said the board did not allow open 
comment and they don’t understand the financial complexities of 
operating the county.

The Lake County Planning Commission is considering a major use 
permit for a cannabis operation. Lamberti Farms is trying to get a permit 
for a marijuana grow in Clearlake Oaks. It includes a mitigated negative 
declaration after an initial study on over 430,000 square feet. They’ll also 
consider a request for a major use permit from Konocti Christian 
Academy for a new private school, of pre-K through ninth grade in 
Kelseyville. The school has been situated on land at the Lake County 
Fairgrounds in Lakeport.



Sheet1

Page 70

An open house is being hosted by Caltrans to get public comments on a 
proposed wildlife overcrossing on State Highway 20. The town hall is 
next Thursday, a week from tomorrow in Contra Costa County, at the 
Williams City Hall at 6pm. They will show maps and other information 
connected to the plan, including the draft environmental document. 
Caltrans staff are on hand to answer any questions about the $9 million 
project about 10.5 miles west of Williams. They say the project will 
restore Tule Elk range and habitat connectivity between Cortina Ridge 
and Bear Valley.

Students are back in school already. Actually, tomorrow is the first day 
for kids to head back to the classroom in Lakeport. With that the School 
District has issued a traffic advisory to be sure they get to school safely. 
Along with Lakeport Police, school staff are reminding drivers to use 
extreme caution as they drive in school areas and on school grounds as 
they’re expecting heavier than normal car and pedestrian traffic in the 
mornings and afternoons. There will be more traffic cops in the area.

Free breakfast and lunch is being offered to children in the Potter Valley 
Community Unified School District. The District is home to about 275 
students. The meals are being offered for the entire 2022/2023 school 
year. The only cafeteria for the schools is centrally located in the 
elementary school. It provides meals for three sites, the state pre-school, 
there at the elementary school, and the seventh-eighth grade junior high 
school and a comprehensive high school. They’re already been giving 
kids meals through their Seamless Summer Program for the last two 
years compliments of the United States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), for free, to promote food security.

Another report has been released by the Lake County Civil Grand Jury, 
this one about the difficulty the county has finding and keeping a Public 
Health Officer. The jury also looked at why it’s taking so long for Human 
Resources to hire the officer as we’re still in the midst of the COVID19 
pandemic. The report says they need a more “aggressive, proactive, 
user-friendly hiring and retention process/program for all vacant 
positions and with contracted search firms.” They recommend the county 
has a designated recruiter, better training, exit interviews and a more 
fluid process for succession and transition for new hires. The report says 
Human Resources has no dedicated person to follow up on hires, which 
could help minimize future turnover.

The death penalty could be on the table for a man from Occidental 
accused in the murder of a Lucerne man. 26-year-old Nova Maye 
Deperno is charged in the death of Ronald Meluso. He’s also charged 
with burglary, car theft and buying, selling and receiving stolen property 
after Deperno helped show deputies where the body was located. 
Deperno’s lawyer told the court he is not qualified to represent his client 
in the case if the county seeks the death penalty. The Deputy DA on the 
case says no decision has been made. The case will now be set for 
potential consideration of a new lawyer unless the death penalty is not 
sought. The next court date is next Tuesday. Deperno’s held in jail on 
more than $3M dollars bail.
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Proposals are sought by the City of Lakeport for medium to large sized 
sculptures, or mixed or multimedia art installations for a new lakefront 
park in the downtown area. Those who are chosen will get between 
$5,000 to $20,000, depending on the size of their piece and the budget 
they need for materials, labor, installation needs, and any travel 
expenses. All interested are strongly encouraged to submit their 
proposals which are due by September 19th. There are no geographical 
restrictions for who applies. The art must be able to sustain outdoor 
environments and extreme weather. The art must be secured to the 
ground or a base.

For more information, contact Jenni Byers, Community Development 
Director, (707) 263-5615, Ext. 201, jbyers@cityoflakeport.com.

The Governor is asking lawmakers to speed up cutting greenhouse 
gases and getting to 100% clean energy quicker. Newsom’s also 
reportedly trying to get new regulations from the state Air Resources 
Board for oversight on projects to remove carbon dioxide from the air 
and sequester it underground. The Governor’s been trying to get this all 
passed by the Legislature before the current session ends. The 
Assembly Speaker says they appreciate Newsom’s bold actions, and 
support it, and they’ve already been working on it. And the State Senate 
is also apparently looking over Newsom’s proposals.

Police in Ukiah are asking anyone who may have seen a car crash into a 
mom pushing a stroller to come forward. The accident happened Sunday 
night. Police and firefighter medics arrived in the area near the Redwood 
Empire Fairgrounds finding a woman down on the ground with major 
injuries. She was taken to a hospital, then flown out of county for further 
treatment. Her baby was also taken to the hospital but was uninjured. 
The driver of the car that hit them admitted to police he was driving. 
They say he seemed intoxicated, so they arrested him. German 
Dominguez-Galindo was booked into jail. But police say the woman may 
have been walking outside of the crosswalk, so they’d like to interview 
anyone who may have seen the incident.

The man in Ukiah accused in connection to the death of a one-year-old 
has finally appeared in court. A couple of days ago Edward Two 
Feathers Steele refused to appear by video by the jail, but yesterday he 
was in attendance for his arraignment. It comes after two tots, one two-
year-old and his infant brother were abandoned near the railroad tracks. 
In court yesterday, the judge in the case ordered his court appointed 
lawyer to make sure she had no conflicts, but then the DA asked for a 
new judge saying the current judge has been accused of prejudice so 
plaintiffs believe they can’t get a fair trial. The judge had previously been 
a public defender herself and Steele appeared before her previously in 
another matter. So no plea was entered, and Steele will have to appear 
again August 24th. He faces life in prison if he’s convicted for second 
degree murder and child cruelty among other charges.
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1.5 acres.

The fire burning across Humboldt and Trinity County continues to grow 
and send smoke into the air across Northern Calif. The Six Rivers 
Lightning Complex is moving pretty slow, but nonetheless has burned 
well over 11,000 acres. The complex is burning in rugged terrain near 
Willow Creek in Humboldt County and Salyer in Trinity County, where 
there have been evacuation orders in place. The fire has no 0% 
containment, but there have been no injuries and so far no damage.

A fire broke out in Kelseyville after some cars, boats and RVs went up in 
flames and it spread to nearby vegetation. The Pharo fire broke out 
yesterday afternoon but only charred about

A fire has engulfed a massive piece of construction equipment used by a 
logging company. Apparently, protestors none too happy about the work 
by the Humboldt Redwood Company being used to build roads in the 
Rainbow Ridge area torched it. Kym Kemp reports locals heard on 
scanners that firefighters were being sent to a vehicle fire in the area, but 
then revised, asking for a full wildland response. A large tractor had 
been set ablaze, but thankfully it didn’t spread to nearby brush and very 
dry fuels, thanks to the extreme drought. The news site reports 
protestors have been trying to stop the Redwood Co. from logging old 
growth trees for years. One protestor was living in a tree in the area a 
couple of weeks ago. On Monday there were reports of up to 3 dozen 
people in the area blocking the gate into the area.

A woman accused of driving a pickup and crossing to the other side of 
Highway 101 near state route 271 has been seriously injured along with 
two children. Sherrie Keener was in the pickup and came upon a box 
truck which was pulled over. For some reason Keener drove onto the 
shoulder of the 101 and hit the side of the truck. That driver had no 
injuries, but Keener had major injuries. A man with her was treated on 
the scene for moderate injuries. And the two kids were being treated in a 
hospital. Keener was also arrested before being hospitalized for felony 
DUI of drugs resulting in injuries to another person.

The Governor has nominated a new chief justice for the state Supreme 
Court. Governor Newsom has chosen Justice Patricia Guerrero, who 
was appointed to the court as an associate justice in February. She was 
the first Latina to sit on the court. The nomination comes after the current 
Chief Justice, Tani Cantil-Sakauye’s announces she was not going to go 
after a second term when her current term ends in January. Newsom 
says Guerrero, who hails from the Imperial Valley, has broken barriers 
and “enriched the highest court with her insights and deep 
understanding of the real-world impacts of the Court’s decisions in the 
lives of everyday Californians.”



Sheet1

Page 73

A naturopathic doctor from Northern Calif. who delivered worthless 
COVID19 immunization treatments and bogus vaccination cards could 
be going to jail after her plea agreement was tossed. The judge in the 
case of Juli A. Mazi, of Napa, would not allow her to change her plea or 
back out of a plea deal. The judge also said no to the agreement, for a 
guilty plea to wire fraud and making false statements related to health 
matters. Mazi fired her lawyers and was representing herself. It’s the first 
federal criminal fraud prosecution of its kind related to forged vaccination 
cards for COVID-19.

The Governor has nominated a new chief justice for the state Supreme 
Court. Governor Newsom has chosen Justice Patricia Guerrero, who 
was appointed to the court as an associate justice in February. She was 
the first Latina to sit on the court. The nomination comes after the current 
Chief Justice, Tani Cantil-Sakauye’s announces she was not going to go 
after a second term when her current term ends in January. Newsom 
says Guerrero, who hails from the Imperial Valley, has broken barriers 
and “enriched the highest court with her insights and deep 
understanding of the real-world impacts of the Court’s decisions in the 
lives of everyday Californians.”

Another drinking water advisory for folks who take the water directly out 
of Clear Lake. Residents who live along the shore of the Lower and 
Oaks arms were warned by the county there is bad bacteria in the water, 
and boiling or putting chemicals in the water, won’t help. Those impacted 
can pick up 25 gallons /week of drinking water at filling stations, courtesy 
of Golden State and Mt. Konocti Mutual Water Companies. Last month 
the Big Valley Environmental Protection Agency sampled 19 locations 
and visible, harmful algal blooms were noted at 14 of the locations 
sampled. 16 of the samples were submitted to cyanotoxin levels. Five 
locations had dangerous levels and testing showed there might also be 
other contaminants in the systems too.

The list of parks who are getting grants from the California State Parks 
Foundation has been released. The 2022 State Parks Improvement 
Grant recipients include Mendo Parks. The $10,000 will be distributed 
across several parks, Mendocino Headlands, Jug Handle Nature 
Reserve, Van Damme, Russian Gulch, and the Navarro River Redwoods 
State Park. The state’s working with local indigenous tribes to update 
park brochures with new photographs and potentially all-new brochure 
artwork by contemporary Pomo artists. There will also be updated trail 
guides and public ADA accommodations noted therein.

Intro: State lawmakers are about to vote on twin bills to study and 
mitigate heat waves. If passed, there would be a heat-ranking system, 
similar to what’s in place for tornadoes and hurricanes. David Azevedo 
with A-A-R-P California says heat is the leading weather-related cause 
of death in the country.

 :14  "Older people are more susceptible to heat-related illnesses due to 
weakened cardiovascular systems, pre-existing health conditions, and 
the fact that many prescription medications used by older people impact 
temperature regulation and hydration."



Sheet1

Page 74

08/12/22

Tag: California’s Fourth Climate Change Assessment, in 2018, predicted 
that excess deaths due to extreme heat could hit 43-hundred per year by 
2025, and 11-thousand by 2050 if trends continue.

Second Cut: Azevedo says one of the bills in the Assembly could fund 
projects to increase tree canopies, build shaded bus shelters, install so-
called “cool pavement” and retrofit buildings to make them more heat-
resistant.

 :14  "AB 2076 would also create an extreme heat and health reporting 
system, which will receive and analyze data from local health 
departments, clinics and hospitals to better identify where extreme heat 
is most negatively harming communities."

Tag: The bill would also create the country’s first “chief heat officer.” The 
two bills could get an up-or-down vote without a hearing.

College savings accounts are being set up by the state with a little added 
in. Low-income families are getting the accounts with deposits of up to 
$1,500 per child as part of the CalKIDS program, administered by 
ScholarShare Investment Board. The program is for college advances 
for kids in low-income families, from first to 12th grade. Children are 
automatically enrolled. The amount a child gets is based on a Local 
Control Funding Formula. All Calif. newborn children will also get a boost 
no matter the family’s income. Those accounts start with $100. The state 
is putting up over $1.9 billion toward the accounts.

Sutter Health is getting some bad press as thousands of healthcare 
workers and nurses say they messed up their pay. A spokesperson for 
Sutter says they had put in a new human-resources and payroll system 
recently, which was complex. But at the same time says, most of their 
more than 50,000 employees got their checks as expected, but there 
were some data issues from their old system, so some of their 
employees did not get paid the way they should. She says they’re 
working diligently to fix the issues as soon as possible. Employees called 
out the company saying, in some cases, they lost thousands of dollars, 
in the meantime. Their unions say they immediately reported the errors, 
but they were not made good on.

The company that operates the Skunk Train, Mendocino Railway, is 
suing to use more railroad tracks. The company filed a federal lawsuit in 
Eureka against the City of Fort Bragg and the California Coastal 
Commission so they can more easily operate the railroad. The President 
of the Railway company says they want to expand but there are road 
bocks in their way. He says state and local agencies should not be 
allowed to disregard federal law by using state powers to get in the way 
of transporting passengers and freight. The company is trying to get the 
power to extend the railroad 13 miles north of Willits, which is where the 
Great Redwood Trail is being built.
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It’s a big thumbs up in Clearlake for a new women’s clinic. The Clearlake 
Planning Commission all voted yes to allow the anti-abortion group, the 
Pregnancy Counseling Center of Ukiah, calling itself, Mendo Lake 
Women’s Clinic, to set up in town. They’ll be inside a building that used 
to be an eye clinic. The planning commission’s staff writes the clinic is a 
nonprofit, and its original clinic is located in Ukiah. The company is also 
known as the Center for Life Choices, which will fund the new clinic. The 
chair of the board says their mission is to stop the need for abortions by 
effectively serving pregnant, at-risk women by transforming their fear into 
confidence.

After both cities okayed the agreement, Clearlake Police will start to 
service Lakeport as well. Because of staffing shortages in Lakeport, the 
chief asked for help from his counterpart in Clearlake. After an 
agreement was drafted and both cities signed off, the work begins today. 
Lake Co News also reports the contract will allow Lakeport Police 
officers to work in Clearlake as well, if they’re ever in the same boat. The 
city of Lakeport is paying for the help. Lakeport police have had a mutual 
working relationship for years with Clearlake, and the agency says they 
have practically all of the same policies, procedures and training. To 
start, Clearlake Police will work a few shifts/week temporarily.

The Governor says he’s been working on ways to increase the water 
supply in the state as we continue to deal with hotter temperatures and 
lower humidity. Newsom has announced “California’s Water Supply 
Strategy, Adapting to a Hotter, Drier Future”. It comes after the previous 
announcement of $8 billion in investments the state’s already made to 
help store, recycle, desalt and conserve water to outpace climate 
change. The plan to reportedly bring the state enough water for over 8.4 
million households by 2040.

In what’s being called a “catastrophic failure”, tens of thousands of fish 
have died at the UC Davis Center for Aquatic Biology and Aquaculture. 
The University says 21,000 fish were exposed to chlorine, and they’re 
investigating. But it’s an outside, independent review, so they can see 
where their systems failed, and what potential risks there are at similar 
facilities. The 5-acre facility is home to various aquatic biology programs, 
with more than a dozen species being studied at any given time. While 
this happened, they were studying environmental stressors on fish 
species including green and white sturgeon and the endangered 
Chinook salmon.

The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services is working on current fires 
they say, but also still completing recovery operations from fires last 
year. The agency announced over 99 percent of the private properties 
who had enrolled in the state’s Consolidated Debris Removal Program 
have been cleared of wildfire debris. There are some homes that don’t 
use the state program, instead opting to use private companies. Cal 
OES reported as of Wednesday of this week crews had pulled out metal, 
concrete, ash and contaminated soil from 1,773 of the 1,775 private 
properties enrolled in program. There was over 430,000 tons of wildfire 
debris cleared away across the state. And 67,000 tons of metal and 
concrete were recycled for new construction.
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As the latest Legislative session is about done, there’s been a flurry of 
hearings. Some of the bills headed to the Governor’s desk, could 
become law or be veto’d. Some of the last minute proposals being 
considered include one of the Governor’s for new courts for the 
homeless so they can get mental health or substance abuse treatment. 
Another to limit using solitary confinement in jails and prisons, allow for 
the composting of human remains and increase family leave payments 
for lower-wage workers, though it wouldn’t take effect until 2024.  Some 
that died before moving on include, one by Republican lawmakers to cap 
the co-pay on insulin, another to approve procedures and drug 
prescriptions without getting insurance company permission first and 
another that could have allowed prosecutors to go after social media 
companies for knowingly addicting children.

n Fort Bragg, they’re extending the nomination period for four open City 
Council seats. Those are for 3 four-year terms, and another two year 
term due to the Vice Mayor deciding not to run for re-election. So, filing 
for candidacy ends instead this Wednesday. As of last week, the original 
deadline, there were thirteen people who asked for nomination papers, 
but only two were returned. One for a current councilmember was 
certified after it was returned. During their last meeting the City Council 
proposed adding a 3/8 cent sales tax, but then decided to wait and not 
have it on the November General Election ballot. The money would go to 
pay for workforce housing because companies have been struggling to 
find new people due to a lack of proper housing. The tax, if it passes, 
could bring in about $800,000 annually.

The Mendocino Theatre Company’s Board of Directors announces new 
leaders. Last year, the Executive Director, Pamela Allen put in her notice 
after six years at the helm. The board announced it took six months to 
find a whole new team. The new Producing Director is Elizabeth Craven, 
Betty Abramson, Mark Friedrich, and Roxy Sevens are all associate 
Artistic Directors and Lorry Lepaule was promoted to Director of Youth 
and Alternative Programming. The board also has a new mission 
statement, anti-harassment policy, and say they’re committed to include 
more diverse work and artists in future seasons.

A motorcyclist has died after a crash into a white car in Ukiah. The 
Police scanner said medics on the scene performed CPR, but the 
motorcycle rider died at the scene. It happened on the southbound 
Talmage onramp to Highway 101. They had to close the onramp for a 
while after the crash, which is being investigated.

Three men have been arrested after reports six Hispanic men were seen 
walking in Ukiah with rifles, wearing camouflage clothing. The Sheriff’s 
Office responded Friday night on Bell Springs Road and were told there 
had been unreported armed home invasions in the area last year, and 
that six Hispanic men with rifles might have been involved. Three 
Hispanic men from Fresno were found, and while they had no rifles, they 
did have about 10 pounds of bud marijuana, packaged in one pound 
bags they were going to sell. They were arrested for transportation of 
marijuana for sale and conspiracy and booked into jail on $20,000.00 
bail each.



Sheet1

Page 77

A man in Willits has been arrested after reports he had been stalking 
someone in the area. Someone told Deputies about the man in the 
backseat of a car parked in their neighborhood, Alfredo Nunez Aguilar. 
They approached and found he was high on drugs, they say they saw a 
handgun and glass pipe. They ordered him to show his hands, searched 
him and found live ammo on him. They also found over 5 grams of 
drugs, binoculars, bolt cutters, wire cutters, and a game camera. He had 
a criminal background so he was arrested for being in possession of a 
firearm and ammunition, possession of a controlled substance while 
armed with a loaded firearm, being under the influence of a controlled 
substance while armed and possession of drug paraphernalia. He was 
held on $35,000.00 bail.

A local vintage shop says since so many people have been visiting the 
store, they’re donated more than $25,000 to several Mendocino County 
charities. Good Buy Clothes in Point Arena reports donating $25,500 to 
non-profits including, Acorn Windy Hollow Farms, Redwood Coast 
Educational Foundation, Gualala Food Bank, South Coast Food Bank, 
Meals on Wheels, Coast Community Library and Project Santa. The 
store sells donated new and lightly used items. They’re not taking in any 
donations at the moment due to excess inventory, and a lack of storage 
space. The store is run by unpaid volunteers.

Another fire has broken out near Yosemite National Park. This is the 
third this summer. This one is about 8 miles south-east of Yosemite 
Village. Firefighters within the park say the Red Fire, which comes after 
the Oak and Washburn Fires, has burned nearly 170 acres. It apparently 
started about 10 days ago, but then due to extreme heat, and dry 
weather with wind, the fire grew. It was started by a lightning strike 
August 4th. Visitors have reported seeing smoke. A spokesperson for 
the national park says they’re monitoring it, and right now it’s not a 
threat. He says there were other small starts the last week, but they’re all 
out now.

A woman shot by Deputies in Fresno reportedly showed them a 
handgun. 30-year-old Mariah Spate of Clearlake was pulled over for a 
traffic violation. She was found to have a warrant out for her arrest for a 
domestic incident last month, where the victim was shot in the face. 
Police say she was arrested and put in handcuffs, but somehow slipped 
out of the cuffs, produced the gun and pointed it at deputies through the 
window of a patrol car and fired. Two deputies shot back, hitting her. 
She’s in stable condition. And apparently a drone above was able to 
record the entire incident. Deputies went to remove her from a home 
because of an eviction notice, triggering the entire event.
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Those fires that broke out in the Six Rivers National Forest continue to 
expand, but fire officials say they believe they are well prepared to beat 
the monster back. There were four fires making up the Lightning 
Complex which has burned over 19,000 acres. There is some 
containment now too, up from zero Friday, to 17% as of Cal Fire’s report 
late yesterday afternoon. A spokesperson for the Incident Management 
Team told the Times-Standard newspaper they’ve been working 
diligently, building hand and dozer lines, contingency lines, and have 
mapped out several plans for what direction the fire might take. He says 
they’re comfortable with the plan in place. The fires started August 5th 
during a thunderstorm, sparking 12 fires. There are now four large fires 
that make up the complex. Meanwhile, State Senator Mike McGuire 
tweeted last night that the skies above Northern Calif. were filled with 
smoke. He says Trinity County is “severely impacted” and parts of 
Humboldt, Mendocino, Sonoma & Lake Counties also saw smoke from 
Six Rivers yesterday.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors continues without one 
Supervisor, but there may be change coming. The board wrote a letter to 
the Governor for an appointment to the District 4 seat after Tina Scott 
resigned. That opened up a portal for online applications to fill the 
vacancy on the Governor’s website. The Record Bee reports Lakeport 
City Council Member Michael Green said he applied, adding that the 
only requirement is living in District 4. He’s been a City Council member 
for a couple of years, was a Planning Commission member in Lakeport 
and has experience as a journalist and working in the cannabis industry. 
If he’s appointed, then the City Council would have to have a special 
election to fill that seat.

Mendocino County’s holding a back to school vaccination drive. The 
Back to School Immunization Event for Tdap & Varicella is for middle 
school children this Friday from 2-6pm at Pomolita Middle School in 
Ukiah. The shots are required for children to be able to attend middle 
school. The inoculations are free for all Mendocino County students. A 
parent or guardian must be present, and your student’s vaccine records 
are required. Students going into 7th grade must be up to date with all 
immunizations required under California Law.

The Lake County Registrar of Voters Office has announced a county 
random alphabet drawing. That’s this Thursday at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Registrar of Voters office in Lakeport. The results of the drawing will be 
used to arrange the names of candidates on the County of Lake’s 
November 8, 2022 General Election official ballots for the legislative 
offices of State Senator, District 2 and Member of the State Assembly, 
District 4.
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Thousands of Kaiser Permanente mental health workers are striking. 
Starting today the open-ended strike was supposed to hit Northern 
California and the Central Valley for what workers say are unsustainable 
workloads and long appointment waits, which is against a new state law 
that requires pretty immediate follow-up mental health care 
appointments for most patients. The National Union of Healthcare 
Workers is the union representing the workers and says Kaiser has been 
canceling thousands of behavioral health appointments with no 
alternative for the patients. The union also says they did however reach 
a deal with the healthcare giant on pay, but there are still outstanding 
issues, including staffing and giving providers time for both patient 
appointments and administrative tasks, and there is no negotiation date 
for that.

Any scheduled maintenance on generators and transmission-lines need 
to be delayed this week. That’s because the temperatures will be so 
high, that it could trigger power outages as many across the state will be 
using their air conditioners around the clock. It’s supposed to be in the 
100’s and above in some places. The state’s electric grid operator said 
last week, to delay certain big jobs that will tax the electric grid this week.

The fire burning along the Oregon border has grown again. The Six 
Rivers Lightning Complex picked up several hundred acres yesterday. 
It’s now the second largest fire in the state at just over 20,000 acres and 
19% contained. The McKinney Fire in Siskiyou County, is nearly 100% 
contained, but is still the largest. The Six Rivers fire is burning across 
Trinity and Humboldt Counties after sparking August 5th in a lightning 
storm. There were 12 fires to start that made up the Complex, then four, 
then yesterday fire managers said several fires east of Hwy 299 have 
grown together. It’s being called the Campbell Fire. And another cluster 
of fires to the west of Hwy 299 are all one too, those are called the 
Ammon Fire.

As expected almost 2,000 Kaiser Permanente mental health workers 
have taken to the picket line. Psychologists, therapists, social workers, 
and other mental health workers in Northern California are on strike, 
complaining about staffing shortages causing patients to wait months to 
get an appointment, or follow up. The worker’s union, the National Union 
of Healthcare Workers is working with Kaiser for a new contract, adding 
pay raises, but the union says, they’ve not met other requests. Workers 
say patients cannot get into to seek help, there are some waiting up to 
eight weeks for an appointment. Kaiser says they’ve hired hundreds of 
new mental health workers, 200 since January 2021, and say the 
staffing issue for mental health care professionals is happening 
nationwide.
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Both the Lake and Mendocino Counties Air Quality Management 
Districts are reporting air is being impacted by fires up north. In Lake 
County, the Six Rivers Lightning Complex fire and others are bringing 
smoke to the area, with monitors reading moderate air quality. Lower 
elevations will see the most smoke impact. In Mendocino they warn the 
triple digit heat along with low humidity and shifting winds could bring 
unhealthy air and smoke to valley areas. Inland areas could see 
moderate smoke accumulation, but they say things should hopefully 
clear out by the weekend. Those particularly sensitive to smoke should 
stay indoors if possible.

The Mendocino Cannabis Alliance is starting a Pledge Drive. The 
organization touts itself as the premier cannabis trade association in the 
county. Their Pledge of Alliance Drive starts with their inaugural 
Mendocino Cannabis Advocacy Awards to celebrate leaders in the 
Mendocino community who they feel have gone out of their way to 
advocate for local legacy cannabis cultivators and businesses.  The 
group says in 2020 alone operators in Mendocino County brought in 
over $110M to the economy. They also warn the industry is in trouble but 
they’re committed to continue introducing sustainable local cannabis 
policies, so they need support.

An accident has been reported with a PG&E vehicle and a big rig hauling 
cement. Yesterday early morning the CHP reported to the accident on 
Highway 101 between Ukiah and Hopland. The service truck hit the big 
rig which had a large load of cement, and a third vehicle apparently hit a 
bridge nearby. The accident blocked the highway and caused a traffic 
snarl-up around 630am. They were detouring drivers around the area 
and reported an extended closure of the highway. And two people ended 
up in the hospital. No word on their conditions. The highway opened 
after about 6-7 hours.

Extreme drought conditions are becoming a topic on everyone’s mind 
these days. And in Lakeport, the City Council is getting an update on the 
current conditions at their next meeting. We are in a record drought, and 
since this could be the regular, city staff are working on a more 
comprehensive drought response plan. The Record Bee reports the plan 
will include thresholds and responses so the public can still tap into the 
water supply. The work will be over the next six months and include 
public workshops and meetings with groups including, the Lake County 
Department of Water Resources, Lake County Special Districts, Scotts 
Valley Advisory Committee and the Big Valley and Scotts Valley tribes.

California kids are not only getting free meals in school, it’s on the 
healthier side nowadays too. Egg white breakfast wraps, vegetarian 
ramen, gumbo, glazed carrots and organic cheeseburgers are gracing 
school menus. Ed Source reports now that the state is giving more 
money to schools to expand menus, they’re able to offer more fresh, 
healthy ingredients. Meals have been free since the COVID19 pandemic 
started. This fall will be the first school year the state joins others with 
free breakfast and lunch. The USDA has been reimbursing school 
districts nationwide for free meals for all students. Before that low-
income students were the only ones getting free meals. But after the 
next school year, they will return to low-income students only again.
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Due to incoming storms that could cause more fires, there’s a Red Flag 
Warning going into effect. The National Weather Service warns 
thunderstorms could hit northeastern Mendocino, eastern Humboldt, and 
across Trinity County where there’s already a decent sized fire, in the 
Six Rivers area. Dry brush, low humidity and possible lightning strikes 
may trigger extreme fire behavior between 11:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. 
Meteorologists say conditions could become dangerous with unstable air 
today along with a lack of moisture. Winds are expected to gust up to 40 
miles/hour and fires that start could spread quickly. Additionally, Pacific 
Gas & Electric has not planned any Public Safety Power Shutoffs for the 
next week, but it may be a good idea to visit their website to be sure. 
The Six River Lightning Fire Complex in eastern Humboldt and Trinity 
Counties has burned over 21,600 acres and is 19% contained.

A couple of fires started in Lake County that are believed to be arson. 
The fires started last night

south of Clear Lake near Borax Lake around 5:25 p.m. One was about 
an acre, the other 2 acres and reported to be spreading slowly and 
quickly contained. Before a half hour was up fire officials said forward 
progress had stopped. Some firefighters remained for mop up.

School is about to begin again in Ukiah. The School District put out a 
statement welcoming back more than 6,000 students—from preschool to 
high school seniors. The district says the goal is to provide the best 
education possible for local kids regardless of their unique educational 
needs and goals. In something of a mission statement besides outlining 
each school and their goals for the year, the district said they strive to 
both challenge and inspire students to value different perspectives and 
become successful, contributing citizens in an increasingly 
interdependent world. They will be continuing their after-school 
partnerships with the City of Ukiah, SPACE, and the Boys & Girls Club 
for free activities and enrichment for students. For more specific info 
from each school, visit the district’s website on Monday’s start for the 
upcoming school year.

A free Dump Week is planned by Caltrans. Along with Mendocino 
County, Solid Wastes of Willits, Round Valley Indian Tribes, and the 
Round Valley Area Municipal Advisory Council the free large item Dump 
Week is all next week. Residents will be able to can properly dispose of 
unwanted, bulky items through the Governor’s Clean California initiative 
which provided $1.1 billion dollars. The effort led by Caltrans over 
several years to beautify spaces by removing trash, create thousands of 
jobs and engage communities to transform public spaces. For Covelo, 
the event will continue all next week from 9am-3pm or until capacity is 
filled at the Transfer Station. Future events include Casper and Willits.

Visit CleanCA.com to learn more about how Clean California is 
transforming communities with Dump Day events to keep trash from 
reaching our roads and waterways. For general questions about this 
event, please contact Ryan Maidrand at (707) 498-5174.
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After a closed Lake County Board of Supervisors meeting, there’s a new 
Community Development Dept. Director. Mireya Turner is on the 
Lakeport City Council and has other experience that makes her a fit for 
the Community Development Department in Lake. The new County 
Administrative Officer, Susan Parker, reported the last Director, Mary 
Darby, left as of last Friday, even though when she originally said she 
would resign, her last day was supposed to be November 4th. For her 
part Turner says she’s honored to take on the interim role and that Darby 
had made great improvements in the same position. Turner was the 
Deputy Director before this, and after three years working in the City of 
Ukiah.

A contract has finally been agreed to by the Lakeport City Council for a 
construction company to build the new Lakefront Park. Builder Solutions 
of Redding and Granite Construction were the sole bidders, with Builder 
coming in about a million dollars less and winning. The city has received 
nearly $6 million dollars in grant money from the state to buy a property 
for the park which will include a lakeside promenade to be linked with 
Library Park. The property used to house Natural High School. 
Apparently Granite Construction complained about Builder Solutions and 
it turned out there had been other complaints, but no matter, the 
company explained away enough, that Lakeport hired them. The city will 
hire a consultant to oversee the contractor doing the work.

The man accused of involvement in the death of a toddler and 
abandonment of his brother had apparently just been released from jail a 
couple days before. Edward “Two Feathers” Steele is back in jail after 
reportedly leaving the two tots by railroad tracks in scorching heat in 
Ukiah. Court documents say he was allowed to serve the remainder of 
his term in recovery at the Ford Street Project, but left because he tested 
positive for COVID. His girlfriend and him got into an altercation at a 
motel and she was arrested. Deputies responded and say they were told 
the kids were being cared for by a babysitter. When mom returned to the 
motel, she reported her kids were missing. Steele has been charged with 
2nd degree murder and felony child endangerment with great bodily 
harm. He’s due back in court next Wednesday.

A consortium of five groups working to protect and restore North Coast 
salmon and steelhead fisheries have filed a lawsuit against a federal 
agency regulating hydropower dams. The court documents in the case 
say the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission violated the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) by not protecting native fish in their 
approval of the decommissioning of the Potter Valley Project’s two dams 
on the Eel River. California Trout, Friends of the Eel River, Institute for 
Fisheries Resources, Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s 
Associations and Trout Unlimited’s lawsuit claims FERC’s allowing an 
excessive and unlawful “take” of ESA-protected fish species below the 
dams. The consortium is asking the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals to 
modify the Annual License for the Project, to comply with the 
Endangered Species Act.
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A flex alert has been issued across the state to conserve energy. The 
alert from the state’s electric grid operator from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. so 
energy supplies are not too strained due to the forecast of a scorching 
heat wave where temperatures are expected to peak above 100 degrees 
along with a potential for dry thunderstorms and lightning-sparked 
wildfires. The flex alert was issued yesterday ahead of the blistering heat 
which will push up energy needs statewide. The power grid operator is 
preparing for increasing energy needs, especially from air-conditioners. 
Some ideas, pre-cool your house overnight hours, by opening windows, 
then closing them and all curtains and blinds first thing in the morning.  
Set your thermostat to 72, but during the actual flex alert, set it to 78, or 
higher if you can tolerate it, don’t use major appliances, and turn off 
unnecessary lights.

After reports of a motorcyclist down between Ukiah and Hopland earlier this week, 
more details emerge about the crash. The accident on Sunday morning happened, the 
CHP reports, after a white SUV tried to merge onto the 101 south at Talmage Rd. 
when a blue Harley Davidson was also at the onramp. The SUV apparently headed the 
wrong way onto the highway, hitting the motorcycle. The motorcyclist was killed, and 
the driver of the SUV was uninjured. They stayed on the scene though. Reports say 
that drugs and alcohol were not considered to be factors in the crash.

If you need records from Mendocino County, you’re going to pay for it. The Board of 
Supervisors has approved charging money for records requests. But get this… after 
some local media complaints about the costs, the Board approved of a separate fund 
of grant money to cover those requests. Mendocino Voice, which was one of the 
organizations speaking out reports the ordinance is not legal per the California Public 
Records Act. If you’re requesting records from the county, it’s $20/hour for a search of 
records considered to be public domain, which up to $150/hour for records that may 
need redactions. And the county will have to give the requester a good faith estimate of 
how long it’ll take if it’s over $50. The first hour is free, but only once a month for the 
same person or organization. Apparently the county’s following guidance by the state 
attorney general.

A church that ignored pandemic related safety restrictions by continuing to hold mass 
gatherings and accrued $200,000 in fines is off the hook. A state appeals court ruled 
Calvary Chapel San Jose and its pastors who were held in contempt of court and 
ordered to pay massive fines because they violated indoor public gathering limits in 
2020 and 2021. The Appeals court ruled to overturn the lower court decisions after the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled against the state’s ban on indoor worship as COVID-19 
continued raging across the state, saying it violated freedom of religion. But Santa 
Clara County says they’ll still be going after $2.3 million in penalties from the church for 
breaking COVID safety rules in late 2020.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors looks poised to take up concerns by the 
Grand Jury about mismanagement and delays of the equity cannabis grant program. 
The General Government committee, which meets monthly will now oversee the 
program, something Cannabis advocates have wanted for a while. The state funded 
program is to help folks in the cannabis industry who were impacted by the federal 
government’s war on drugs. The board asked to approve an amendment to an 
agreement with Elevate Impact for work they did last year and weren’t paid for. It all 
comes after the Grand Jury report entitled “Building the Airplane While It’s Flying”. At 
the meeting Tuesday the county counsel said the board could end the program it 
wanted to.
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After a shooting on Highway 20, the name of the victim who died has been revealed. 
The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports 52-year-old Daniel Martin Shealor of 
Fort Bragg was murdered Friday morning. He apparently got himself to the hospital 
somehow but died at the hospital that day. No other info was released. Mendo Fever 
reports a friend of the victim has set up a fund for his cremation because she’s $750 
dollars short. Donations are being accepted for the cremation through Cashapp at 
$crystallaviletta.

The kelp forests off the Mendocino coast are starting to recover with improved 
environmental conditions – and thanks to a conservation program that sent divers to 
remove 45-thousand pounds of invasive purple sea urchins. The urchins have 
devastated the once massive bull kelp forests, leaving a lifeless barren behind. Dan 
Abbott with the Reef Check Foundation says this is the first large-scale kelp-restoration 
project of its kind in northern California.

 

:10  “It’s not back 
to where it was, 
say pre-2015. It’s 
still only about 
20% of the 
historical average. 
But again, it’s only 
like a year and a 
half in. And it’s a 
very encouraging 
result.”

Tag:  The purple sea-urchin population has exploded in the last eight years or so, 
partially because a wasting disease has decimated their chief predator, the sea 
star. In addition, the area has no sea otters to keep the urchins in check – 
because the otters were hunted to extinction in the early 19-hundreds.

Second Cut: Sheila Semans with the Noyo Center for Marine Science in Fort 
Bragg says the kelp forests are crucial habitat for hundreds of species.

 

:14  “The sea lions 
hunt in it, the 
abalone eat it, the 
rockfish hide in it. 
There’s just so 
many ecosystem 
services that it 
provides. On top of 
that, it sequesters 
carbon, and it 
buffers wave 
action along the 
coast. “

Tag:  The Noyo Center also is working to create a new fishery for purple urchins, 
which can be fattened up in an aquaculture facility and sold. The California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife says it plans to develop a comprehensive 
statewide Kelp Recovery and Management Plan over the next 5 to 10 years.
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After inmates jailed in Lake County during the pandemic triggered changes in the 
system… the Grand Jury has adjusted their reporting. The report “Confinement During 
a Pandemic: A Report on Inmate Health” was revised to show changes have been 
made at the jail, especially the report outlines, in the area of behavioral health. The 
cost of healthcare for inmates is over $2,500,000/year in the county. But the Grand 
Jury said even still they were getting feedback about maltreatment of inmates. The 
report showed the main problem was with the company providing healthcare for the 
inmates, Wellpath. They found there was no in person psychiatric counseling available 
nor were there any group sessions due to the pandemic. The jury report says 
counseling sessions need to be done in person, plus there needs to be follow up care 
for patients, and better management. They request the Public Health Dept. oversee 
healthcare agreements at the jail.

The Legislature is considering a bill so labor conflicts at fast food chains, falls to the 
corporation, not individual franchisees. Something that would be a first, in the nation. 
The bill says workers would be allowed to name the chain as the responsible party if a 
worker claims minimum wage violations or unpaid overtime at a franchise location. And 
also the franchisee would have a path to sue a restaurant chain if their contract had 
clauses so they had no choice but to violate labor law. It looks to appease unions who 
want fast food businesses more strictly regulated. There could also be a state-run, fast 
food council that would set wage and labor standards across the industry.

The California Department of Justice is not saying it its reviewed body camera footage 
of a deputy-involved shooting near Geyserville. A Sonoma County Sheriff’s deputy shot 
and killed an immigrant farmworker who they say was armed with a hammer, a 
gardening tool and a rock. The Department of Justice says they’re not investigating the 
July 29th shooting but didn’t say they decided against it after reviewing body-cam 
footage from the involved deputies. A state law that went into effect last year says the 
California Attorney General and Department of Justice have to investigate law 
enforcement officers who use deadly force against unarmed civilians. The DOJ says 
the man who was shot and killed did not appear to be unarmed.

More fraud regarding payments that went out in the state during the lockdown. A 
review of California’s Rental Assistance Program by the State Controller Betty Yee 
shows widespread fraud. Just like the Employment Development Dept. Documents 
released by the Controller on the Housing and Community Development’s payments 
last year showed potentially fraudulent applications worth as much as 18 million dollars 
and about seven million was disbursed. The assistance program was put in place in 
March of 2021 to give eligible residents financial help with rent and utilities amid the 
COVID pandemic.

Colleges across Calif. are going to be offering abortion triggering pills. A 
state senator from Chino introduced the legislation nearly 4 years ago. 
Senate Bill 24 says all CSU and UC campuses should offer non-surgical 
medication abortions, “abortion pills” by January. Ed Source reports the 
UC San Francisco research program Advancing New Standards in 
Reproductive Health says this could be available to thousands of 
students next year. The governor signed the bill into law in 2019 and 
schools have been preparing ever since. But so far there are no CSU 
campuses offering the pills and UC schools don’t all have it, but the 
school systems both say they’re committed to offer the services by the 
Jan. 1st deadline.
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Since the state says the moratorium on disconnecting water accounts for 
non-payment is over, the City of Fort Bragg says they will get back to it. 
The city had stopped disconnecting customers who were 60 days past 
due if balances were under $2,000 through the end of August. That was 
so they could apply for assistance, but the full past due amount has to 
be paid by September 2nd for the Low Income Household Water 
Assistance Program (LIHWAP) Grant. The program can help with up to 
$500 towards past due bills.

For more information, visit the City of Fort Bragg’s Website or contact 
Lacy Peterson at lpeterson@fortbragg.com, (707) 961 2825 ext 108.

A head on crash in Upper Lake has killed at least one person. Mendo 
Fever reports a semi-truck and gray pickup collided, with one fatality and 
more people with major injuries. The accident was reported yesterday 
afternoon on State Route 20 and State Route 29 in Lake County with 
several people trapped. Within an hour of the report medics were on the 
scene and removed the victims from the vehicles. They had to close the 
highway down as an investigation took place. The highway opened a few 
hours later.

Someone has been injured after falling off a boat in Lake Berryessa and 
getting hit by the vessel’s propeller. It happened Monday afternoon near 
Big Island. The Napa County Sheriff’s Office reported the man from 
Vacaville was cut on his left leg and arm. A sheriff’s boat patrolling the 
lake helped a local fire department volunteer to help the 20-year-old 
victim. He was taken to a hospital where his injuries were not considered 
to be life-threatening.

After the lockdown went into play and kids had to learn online, some 
parents fought back. Now Cal Matters reports as the parents became 
more and more frustrated, they decided to use that energy to run for 
office. The news site reports some parents were motivated by national 
controversies, like critical race theory and LGBTQ+ education. And more 
wanted to be able to have a hand in how money was spent to benefit 
students directly. The California School Boards Association reported 
about 50% of 5,000 school board seats in the state are open this 
election, but they can’t say for sure how many parents are running for 
offices that drew so much anger in the early days of the pandemic. 
Parents against mask and vaccine mandates as well as sex education 
are getting the support of the state Republican party, but still some 
school boards say they’re hard-pressed to find suitable candidates.

A weekend of celebrations in Guerneville as the town celebrates its 
150th anniversary. At the same time, it’s also the 100th anniversary of 
the truss bridge that spans the Russian River. Tomorrow is the Come 
Together Festival in Downtown Guerneville. Music and a fair are 
happening between 1:00 and 7:30 p.m., that touts hula hoopers, food 
vendors, and more. Town officials say Guerneville will also be 
celebrating several years of enduring floods, fires and the pandemic 
tomorrow.
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The proposed high-speed rail project that will roll through San Francisco 
and San Jose has passed a major hurdle. The California High-Speed 
Rail Authority Board of Directors officially approved the final 
Environmental Impact Report, certifying the 43-mile project yesterday. 
The new rail section will link the San Francisco Bay Area and the 
Peninsula to San Jose, the Central Valley, and Los Angeles County. 
Now they have to secure funding for the final design and pre-
construction.

The South Lake County Fire Protection District has secured a major 
donation to buy a couple of

new generation portable dip tanks, also known as HeloPods. That is a 
mobile helicopter dip tank for large choppers. That will help firefighters 
get a water dip site set up faster, so firefighters are only tasked with 
connecting hoses to a hydrant. It means choppers can suck water right 
from the hydrant as it hovers. Lake Co News reports that will shorten 
their turnaround times. The District is one of a handful of others in the 
state that use the HeloPods which are manufactured in Simi Valley.

A new strike team to fight fires in Calif. has been announced by the 
Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) and the California 
Military Department. Team Blaze will be operated by a state military 
department. The Type VI strike team of wildland-style fire engines will be 
run by the California military. They’ll be able to carry a four-person crew. 
The Cal OES director says they value the partnership with the military, 
during these times of need, especially during wildfires or other natural 
disasters. And the military responded saying they too are proud to be 
part of the collaboration, making sure there are more fire engines and 
expert staff ready to roll during major emergencies.

Things are starting to look a lot better in the Six Rivers Lightning 
Complex fire. There was supposed to be a storm coming, but it never 
happened, so firefighters got to two-thirds containment on the monster 
fire, still the second largest in the state. Fire managers say they had 
minimal fire behavior yesterday and they were able to get debris cleaned 
up in some areas. Crews were also able to do work to protect natural 
resources in Humboldt and Trinity counties, and they say, to prevent 
further harm. Managers also say they’re continuing suppression efforts 
that can help get folks back into the area. The fire so far has burned over 
25,000 acres and is 67% contained.

The Mendocino County Wildfire Recovery and Resiliency Survey is 
ready for residents to fill out. They’ve been working on the survey a 
couple of years looking for feedback on recovery and continuing needs 
of fire survivors. The Department of Prevention, Recovery, Resiliency, & 
Mitigation (PRRM) is looking for feedback after five years of destructive 
wildfires in the area going back to the 2017 Redwood Complex fire, the 
Mendocino Complex fire in 2018, the August Complex and Oak fires of 
2020, and the Hopkins fire, last summer. Other concerns about fire 
mitigation efforts in the county for those not directly harmed by a 
declared wildfire disaster.



Sheet1

Page 88

08/22/22

In Lake County, the Board of Supervisors is considering a new cannabis 
garden, and a potential place for folks to go when there are public safety 
power shutoffs. At their meeting tomorrow, Supervisors are looking at 
using Northshore Park as a community center during intentional power 
downs. And what of the old juvenile hall, could that be a much-needed 
homeless shelter? The board’s also looking into a plan for a mental 
health treatment center for children too. But first the board will mull over 
a plan for an appeal of the Planning Commission’s approval for a major 
use permit and initial study for a cannabis cultivation project in 
Kelseyville. As usual the meeting starts at 9, with the option to join over 
Zoom.

Not a no in the room, from the Clearlake City Council to buy a piece of 
land for a new road to get to a major commercial development at Pearce 
Field. The City Manager asked the council to buy the land on Old 
Highway 53 from AmeriGas for $110,000 so the city can build a new 
road and future commercial development at the old airport. The city 
already bought a couple of pieces of property very near the airport 
property. The piece of property they’re buying now is necessary to finish 
the plans for the commercial development. The council voted 
unanimously on the plan and there was no comment from the public.

A small fire has broken out in Lower Lake. The fire started Saturday 
night and was pegged at between 15-25 acres. But Cal Fire reported last 
night it burned 14 acres and was already 90% contained. There were 
some hasty evacuation orders through Saturday night as there was 
concern the fire could blow up overnight.

The Mendocino County Public Health Dept. is reporting on measures to 
be taken by the county in the event of any Monkeypox cases. At the 
same time, the state has decided to rename the virus, Mpox. The 
agency says they’re ready to start contact tracing if Mpox arrives in 
Mendocino County. There have been no cases so far. Some ideas, that 
may sound familiar after the pandemic: monitor your health, if you get flu 
like symptoms that don’t end in a week, then a rash, you should isolate 
yourself from others and see your doctor, get vaccinated because the 
supply is scarce, so do it while you can. If you get it, stay away from 
others. It spreads by direct contact with the rash and any soiled objects 
from the open lesions, and by droplets in the air after a face-to-face 
conversation. You can be contagious until the rash is healed completely.

As Mpox, or Monkeypox is the new scare on the horizon, there seems to 
be some good news on the COVID19 front in Mendocino County. The 
Public Health Officer Dr. Andy Coren reports local case numbers are 
declining. Coren says the county is no longer in the highest transmission 
level though, now it’s the median community level, which he calls 
excellent progress. He did however mention another new strain causing 
concern nationwide, called BA.4.6, a sub-stain of omicron. In the county 
the test positivity rate is at 9.5 percent, and the state is at 11.4 percent. 
On Friday the county had two people in the hospital with the virus, and 
so far, Dr. Coren confirmed 134 Mendocino County residents have died 
from the virus.
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A teenager reported missing in Northern Calif. after a party near Truckee 
has been found dead. A group of diving volunteers out searching for 16-
year-old Kiely Rodni found her car upside down in about 14 feet of water 
at Prosser Reservoir. The group Adventures with Purpose an 
underwater sonar rescue group posted on Facebook, they CONFIRMED 
Kiely is inside the car and notified her family. The Nevada County 
Sheriff’s Office later also posted on social media they were headed to 
the area. The girl disappeared Aug. 6th after midnight after going to a 
party at Prosser Family Campground with hundreds of other teens and 
young adults.

It’s doors closed for the Elijah House. The lone homeless shelter in 
Lakeport inside the old Juvenile Hall facility is closing for good Labor 
Day weekend. The program manager at Lake County Behavioral Health 
says they’re trying to find housing for those still there. They’ve been 
struggling apparently with staffing shortages as they close down and 
clean out the building as their contract was ending. A group that was 
helping with operations per a contract with the county says there were 
about a dozen or so residents left at the shelter who the group says 
should have other housing by the end of the month.

After months of town halls and discussions with community members, 
tribal leaders, conservation organizations and forest operators, Cal Fire 
has a new vision for the management of the Jackson Demonstration 
State Forest in the age of climate change. The agency says they’ve 
already taken some steps and there will be more, as they work with the 
Jackson Advisory Group on future management plans, saying there is a 
new foundation of science and equity. One of the most prominent 
additions is adopting a new co-management team with sovereign tribal 
nations who call the area their ancestral home. Cal Fire is also putting in 
another $10 million to support forest operations, removing any potential 
pressure on timber harvests to cover costs. They’ll update the ten year 
management plan, expand the advisory group, establish a Tribal 
Advisory Council and change up timber management plans focusing on 
smaller trees only.

We keep hearing about staffing shortages across industries. It’s hitting 
firefighters in Calif. as they are calling for help from across the globe. But 
there are programs utilizing prison inmates, who upon being released 
are getting hired permanently. But a new report says that hasn’t helped 
as much as was hoped for. The Associated Press reports a $30 million 
effort has only been able to offer jobs to a little over 100 firefighters, just 
about a third of the inmates who applied. Inmates only earn a few bucks 
a day when they’re not professionals, but after they get out, they can 
take part in a training program. The U.S. Forest Service reports being 
down by about 1,200 firefighters, 500 in California, and the Interior 
Department needs to find 450 firefighters, 150 in California.
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The state Assembly has greenlighted a bill by Sen. Bill Dodd related to 
prescribed fires. The burns help clear brush out, Dodd says, which he 
touts as a cost-effective way to “minimize the intensity and scope of 
wildfires”. His bill would encourage more prescribed fires and adds $20 
million dollars to the work. Controlled burning has been used for 
hundreds of years to clear dead and dying trees and brush, so it they 
don’t add fuel to fires. The bill would create standards for a fund to help 
cover the costs. It’s paired with another Dodd bill from last year to 
protect landowners and prescribed fire managers so they are not liable 
for fire suppression costs unless they acted with gross negligence.

Some of the offices that will appear on the ballot in November in 
Mendocino County apparently don’t have enough people running. 
Reporter Matt LeFever says in a draft list of candidates the Registrar of 
Voters office put out, it shows more than half of the special districts with 
open seats will end up appointing someone because it’s not competitive 
enough for an actual vote. And other races, LeFever notes, will just be 
someone running, automatically gets the seat, because there are just 
enough people running for those open seats. But the Registrar of Voters 
points out that the draft candidate list may still change some. There are 
open city council seats in Fort Bragg and Ukiah; open school board 
seats in Willits, Round Valley and Potter Valley; and open seats in 
various other departments including health care districts, water districts 
and fire districts, that could all end up being competitive races.

The Probation Dept. in Mendocino County is reportedly trying to talk 
down a jail term to a suspended one-year sentence for a former Ukiah 
cop accused of sexual impropriety, burglary and more. Former Ukiah 
Police Sgt. Kevin Murray’s lawyers do not support the idea, since they 
worked out a plea deal which strikes three sex-related felonies against 
him. Murray is set to be sentenced tomorrow for the case which also 
includes, intimidating a witness and false imprisonment. The plea deal 
would give him probation, not a jail sentence of any kind, suspended or 
not. Murray’s lawyer says there was extensive discussion on the 
agreement, and this is a change not discussed. But apparently one of 
his victims opposed probation.

The state has distributed a boat load of money they’re doling out for road 
repairs, including in Mendocino County. The California Transportation 
Commission (CTC) has over $2.2 billion for repairs and transportation 
infrastructure improvements, some of which came from the recent 
federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021 and almost $336 
million from the state that goes back to 2017. A good chunk is going to 
roads, drainage and guardrail upgrades near Albion, in Mendocino 
County; 2 million for road improvements on the 101 near Hopland; and 
another 2 mil in the county from Willits to south of Black Bart Road, also 
on US 101. For more information about transportation projects funded by 
SB 1, visit RebuildingCA.ca.gov.
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Applications are being accepted by the California State Parks Dept. for 
new recreational experiences. The applications should be from public 
entities and would be funded by the Outdoor Recreation Legacy 
Partnership Program with the federal government. There is over $190 
million dollars available in the sixth phase of the grant program to 
provide opportunities for communities that have limited or no access to 
publicly available, close-by, outdoor recreation opportunities. The grant 
program was established 8 years ago with money from the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund to bring new parks or provide major 
renovations to parks in economically disadvantaged cities or towns of at 
least 30,000 people.

A man permanently scarred by Ukiah Police officers during an arrest had 
his charges dropped. The Deputy DA in the case against Arturo Valdes, 
who was suspected of misdemeanor DUI, asked for a dismissal. Arturo 
was struck and had visible facial fractures after his arrest at his Ukiah 
home in March of 2021. Valdes’ lawyer says police in the case pleaded 
the 5th and their case fell apart. Neither has said publicly how many 
times they may have punched the victim in the head. Valdes was in an 
accident and didn’t wait for police to get there, so they went to his house 
and took him in on various charges. His lawyer says they were 
fabricated. And body cam footage was not available to the public, even 
though the Mendocino Voice tried to get it through the Public Records 
Act.

Mendocino County workers trying to get raises all at the last Board of 
Supervisors meeting decrying claims of a financial crisis. The union 
representative for the workers said the county claimed it couldn’t afford a 
cost-of-living increase but called it a bogus claim. The county asking for 
a year to wait on the increase, so they had time to evaluate finances. 
The union rep at the meeting says the county’s not been on top of what 
their expenses and revenues were for the last five years. He suggested 
since there were so many open positions, to repurpose some of that 
money. The county claims it used the funds to pay overtime and hire 
extra help. They also note the board used money from one of the 
pandemic stimulus plans to remodel the Board of Supervisors chambers.

A bill sent to the Governor for signature or veto could mean those 
sending unwanted sexually graphic texts, emails, app requests or other 
electronic means could be sued. The bill related to “cyber flashing”, 
widely considered to be digital sexual harassment or abuse. 
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry says mostly young women are 
receiving the messages. The Assembly passed it unanimously and it 
was sent to the senate yesterday, also getting unanimous approval. The 
unsolicited content would allow a victim or recipient to get $1,500 up to 
as much as $30,000 from senders older than 18, plus punitive damages 
and attorney’s fees.

A woman from Middletown reported missing a week ago, has still not 
been seen or heard from.
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The Lake County Sheriff’s Office reported 38-year-old Goldie Morse 
disappeared August 13th and was officially reported missing Aug. 17th. 
Deputies say she was seen last in Cobb near the Black Rock Golf 
Course, but without a cell phone or shoes. The Sheriff’s Office reported 
to Lake Co News they have had a few possible sighting reports and 
were following up. Anyone with information on her whereabouts is asked 
to call Lake County Central Dispatch at 707-263-2690.

A man from Upper Lake is under investigation for an assault. The Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office reports they’re searching for 62-year-old Arturo 
Pedro Gutierrez, as a person of interest in an assault on a woman last 
week. The man is reported to be a registered sex offender connected to 
a case of indecent exposure in 2012. He is noted by the Justice Dept. as 
a high-risk reoffender. Anyone with any information as to his 
whereabouts is asked to call the Lake County Sheriff’s Central Dispatch 
at 707-263-2690.

The fire that was burning by Lower Lake, dubbed the Point Fire is fully 
contained. The fire started Saturday late afternoon west of Lower Lake 
and triggered evacuations. It burned close to homes but spared them 
and there was no damage reported. As of last night, the fire was 100% 
contained after blackening 14 acres. No word about how the fire started.

Kids don’t have to wear masks in Mendocino County schools, but the 
public health officer says it’s not a bad idea. Dr. Andy Coren says 
students and staff may consider facial coverings as the county is still in 
the median risk area, per the CDC. Coren says while masks are no 
longer mandatory, they are highly recommended. He also says he has 
heard virtually nobody is wearing masks which creates a “big 
vulnerability” that he would like to see go away. Dr. Coren said we’ve 
learned a lot more about COVID as a society, but there’s not enough 
people vaccinated in the state or the county for the 5-to-11 age group. 
He did say over the summer several schools enhanced their ventilation 
systems, which could be helpful.

The latest report on housing shows over 30% more homes for sale this 
year over last. The homes in the area of Marin, Mendocino, Napa, 
Solano and Sonoma Counties. There were nearly 2,700 homes and 
condos for sale at the end of July. Each month the inventory seems to 
be growing from the year before, and that’s nationwide too. But still 
inventory is lower historically speaking. There have been 10,000 homes 
for sale at once in the same Northern Calif. region. No matter, there 
were little sales comparatively. About 1,170 homes sold in the region in 
July, 32 percent lower than last year, and 7 percent below the month 
before.  In Mendocino County homes and condos for sale were up for 7 
months, a 109 percent increase in July, then in 2021. Lake County had 
26 percent more homes for sale in July than a year before.
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Intro: Consumer advocates are trying to get Governor Gavin Newsom to 
sign a bill to raise what car insurance companies must cover in an 
accident. The “Protect California Drivers Act” would raise the mandatory 
minimum amount of liability insurance to 30-thousand dollars for a single 
injury or death, 60-thousand if more than one person is injured or killed, 
and 15-thousand to cover property damage. Craig Peters with Consumer 
Attorneys of California says the bill would double the current rates, which 
only require coverage of 15-thousand, 30-thousand, and five-thousand 
dollars respectively.

            :09  “Fifteen-thousand today will barely cover the cost of an 
ambulance ride to the hospital, and $5,000 will barely fix a minor dent in 
a car.”

Tag:  He notes when the current rates were set, back in 1967, they were 
intended to cover the cost of a two-week hospital stay or the 
replacement of the vehicle. Since every California driver is required to 
have insurance that meets state standards, the law would protect victims 
of car crashes from incurring massive debt. The bill’s few opponents, 
including some insurers, said it’s the wrong time to be raising the cost of 
coverage.

Second Cut: But Peters says the bill was the result of negotiations 
between consumer groups and insurance industry representatives. He 
says the change is long overdue.

            :07  “California has lagged behind every other state in the union. 
This will actually put us back into the middle of the pack. “

Tag:  Senate Bill 1107 has already passed both houses of the California 
Legislature. If it becomes law, the new limits will take effect in 2025. 
They’d also increase ten years later – to 50-thousand or 100-thousand 
dollars for injuries or deaths, and 25-thousand dollars for property 
damage.

No moves by the Clearlake City Council for two vacant seats. The 
council also decided to hire an executive search firm to find a new 
finance director. The two open seats, filled by Mayor Dirk Slooten and 
Councilman Russ Cremer have no competitors. The City 
Clerk/Administrative Services Director says the council had the option to 
appoint the two to the seats they hold, or have an election in November. 
The city has the budget for that, so if the council does nothing by 
tomorrow, the election will go forward for the two seats and for the city 
treasurer. The city treasurer position has been appointed since 2006 
when the last elected treasurer left the job.
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Money is coming to a Lake County water district in the latest round of 
grants. The money is to help smaller towns with water supply issues 
during the historic drought. This is the Department of Water Resources 
eighth round of Small Community Drought Relief funding. They’re 
distributing $40 million to over a dozen projects in Butte, Humboldt, 
Lake, Madera, Mariposa, Placer, San Luis Obispo, Riverside, Sierra, 
Tehama, Trinity, Tulare, Ventura and Yolo counties. 12 of the 15 projects 
will go to disadvantaged communities for long-term solutions like pipeline 
replacement, well installation, and infrastructure upgrades. For Lake 
County, water could become scarce due to the level in Clear Lake, so 
Mount Konocti Mutual Water Co. is getting $2.3 million to replace leaking 
water storage tanks with low water intake pumps.

A grassfire that started earlier this week near the Costco in Ukiah was 
arson. Fire investigators say the fire was human caused Monday. It 
started in a grass field. Police say they’re investigating but have no 
suspects at this time. Mendo Fever reports on the afternoon of the fire 
someone reported seeing three Hispanic males in the area in a silver 
Mitsubishi sedan. One of them, the reporting party says, fired either a 
flare or a roman candle before the grass fire ignited. Then the three took 
off. Later a Be on the Lookout was sent out by police for the vehicle.

After the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors announced new fees 
for permits, now the Ukiah Unified School District is having a community 
meeting on Developer Fees. School District staff are hosting the meeting 
Monday at the School District Service Center on S. Orchard Ave. at 5:30 
p.m.  The town hall comes after Trustees agreed to have a discussion, 
then consider reinstating developer fees which help ease impacts of new 
developments on school facilities. About 7 years ago the Trustees 
stopped collecting the fees for a time, but then during the last school 
year Trustees asked the Administration to start a new developer fee 
study, which a consultant has completed. That was presented at their 
last Board meeting.

There’s a slew of new candidates for Fort Bragg City Council after a 
deadline extension for applicants. There are four open seats, one, just a 
two-year term. And Vice-Mayor and Councilmember Jessica Morsell-
Haye’s announced she was not seeking reelection. 11 candidates in all 
have applied for one two-year term seat and the 3 others for four year 
terms.

The Coastal Cleanup is coming, and Mendocino County residents and 
visitors are invited to join in. The Mendocino Land Trust is partnering 
with other organizations and groups for the annual event, which is 
happening, Saturday, September 17th. There are 17 sites organizers are 
working with. They’ll supply the cleanup effort.  Last year nearly 300 
volunteers came out, removing over 3,600 pounds of trash and 
recyclable materials from local creeks, rivers, and beaches. The 
Mendocino Land Trust has been coordinating the event for twenty years.

Visit mendocinolandtrust.org for details about each of the Mendocino 
County sites or visit coastalcleanupday.org to view an interactive map of 
sites all over California.
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The family of a man who died in the McKinney fire is suing an energy 
company for wrongful death. 76-year-old John Cogan died in the fire. His 
daughter Theresa claims in her lawsuit, that

PacifiCorp’s “utility infrastructure contacted, or caused sparks to contact, 
vegetation surrounding the equipment” last month near the Oregon 
border. There’s been no cause released yet, for how the fire started. But 
it killed three other people too, destroyed 185 structures and blackened 
almost 94 square miles. It is the largest fire this year and is still not 100% 
contained. Public Utility records state PacifiCorp filed documents with 
the state saying there had been an event with its electrical equipment as 
the time flames started

The body of a missing teen has officially been confirmed. After an 
autopsy Tuesday it was acknowledged that it was definitely 16-year-old 
Kiely Rodni who was found in a car in shallow water in a Northern 
California reservoir. The girl had been at a party in Truckee with 
hundreds of other teens and young adults, and apparently crashed on 
her way home. There are no other details about her death, only that it 
was definitely Kiely who was found by a volunteer dive team, Adventures 
with Purpose. Reports say the area where she crashed has curvy roads.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s hubby has pleaded guilty to a 
misdemeanor DUI. For that Paul Pelosi is going to jail for five days. He 
has two days credit and got conduct credit for two more days. He will 
also work eight hours in a court work program instead of the last day in 
jail. State law says DUI misdemeanor defendants don’t have to be in 
court, and Pelosi was not there. He will have to also go to a three-month 
long DUI class and there will be an ignition interlock device installed on 
his car. He also has to pay around $7,000 in fines for the May 28th crash 
in Napa County.

The Calif. Attorney General has remarked on the recent move by 
President Biden to forgive as much as $10,000 in college debt for certain 
individuals. Bonta issued a statement yesterday after the announcement 
that the US Department of Education would cancel $10,000 in federal 
student loan debt for those who make less than $125,000/year, plus 
$10,000 more if a borrower also received Pell Grants in college. Bonta 
said it would be a “game changer for millions…” And he said as a 
borrower himself he remembers getting the payment reminders and felt 
the weight of the moment. The president also extended the student loan 
repayment date to start again, due to the pandemic, at the end of the 
year, not the end of this month.

The CDC has put out a statement that the Novavax COVID-19 vaccine is 
a good option for children 12 to 17. The recommendation comes after 
the FDA authorization for emergency use for that particular age group. 
The Novavax vaccine is available now. The CDC says it’s an important 
tool that provides a more familiar type of vaccine technology for 
adolescents. The vaccine has harmless proteins with another ingredient 
to help the immune system respond to the virus in the future. It’s similar 
to the Flu and whooping cough vaccine technology.
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You better rethink that car purchase in the future as California prepares 
for a 2035 deadline for all new cars, trucks and SUVs to only be 
powered by electricity or hydrogen. The move due to climate change will 
trigger a vote by the California Air Resources Board today. You can still 
drive a gas-powered vehicle, but they would no longer be sold here. 
Hybrid vehicles will also be able to be sold in the state, but only one-fifth 
of car sales. The move could be a game-changer in reducing emissions 
and air pollutants. The Governor remarked that the “climate crisis is 
solvable” saying he just need big, bold steps to slow carbon pollution.

A delay in the sentencing of a disgraced former police officer from Ukiah. 
The judge in the case against Kevin Murray, who’s accused of sexual 
harassment, false imprisonment, intimidation and more, said instead he 
will be sentenced, at an undetermined date, without explanation. There 
were protests outside the court ahead of the sentencing date. Murray’s 
lawyer said he didn’t know why and the deputy DA on the case didn’t 
comment. It all comes after reports earlier this week that his plea deal for 
probation could be upended, and that instead he could get a suspended 
sentence after one of his victims complained. The DA also dropped three 
felony sex-related offenses against Murray. There are also other civil 
complaints against him.

A small fire has been put out between Ukiah and Hopland. Mendo Fever 
reports yesterday morning firefighters descended on an area along 
Highway 101 near Nelson Ranch. Officials say the fire was burning in 
oak woodland adjacent to the highway, but within 10 minutes of their 
arrival they contained it. It burned about a quarter acre.

As we get closer to the general election in November, in Lakeport there 
are a couple of open City Council seats. They will also have an initiative 
regarding the long proposed South Main Street annexation. As far as the 
council seats, incumbents Stacey Mattina and Mireya Turner are seeking 
reelection, Mattina for her third term, and Turner, term 2. Apparently, 
they’re the only pair who have filed for their own seats, which also 
happened in the last general election. Since the annexation issue is on 
the ballot, the two city councilors names will also appear. They could 
have just been re-appointed, but the city manager says, since there was 
an issue on the ballot already, Mattina and Turner’s seats will also be 
included. The annexation question is only up to property owners in the 
area, 20 people get to vote on that.

Since he still has not been found, the Lake County Sheriff’s Office has 
issued a warrant for a man wanted for an assault. The agency has been 
searching for registered sex-offender, 62-year-old Arturo Pedro 
Gutierrez for an assault last Thursday. The warrant is for $500,000. 
Deputies say they believe Gutierrez may be around the Willits area, as 
he’s been seen there in the past.
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A special event is planned at the Ukiah Senior Center, and they want the 
public’s help. The Center is replacing the floors in their thrift shop on 
Leslie Street after a pipe burst early this month. They are re-decorating 
but would love some help to replace the floor. Part of the floor they’re 
replacing is not covered by insurance, so they’re having a parking lot 
sale Oct. 1st including store sale items. They’re planning games for the 
kids while their parents shop.

The fire burning across Humboldt County, is still burning. The Six Rivers 
Lightning Complex has blackened over 27,650 acres as of this morning, 
with 80% containment. The fire’s continued creeping along but changing 
weather has helped grow the containment. Clear skies have helped 
aircraft make more drops, and firefighters have been able to dig more 
lines to slow the spread. And some of the evacuation orders have been 
downgraded to warnings. Areas are still pretty active due to the terrain, 
like Horse Range and Waterman Ridge.

They’re still trying to decide what to do as a handful of homeless folks 
are living at the soon to close Elijah House in Lake County. The Board of 
Supervisors had a discussion about unsheltered residents in Lakeport 
after the home closes at the end of this month. The monthly costs to 
continue running the shelter in the old juvenile detention facility are over 
$50,000. The Board decided to continue discussing the upcoming 
closure and what caused it in the first place. The board also heard about 
early activation permits from the Cannabis Task Force and a request to 
have them rescinded due to too much red tape. They also heard from 
the former CEO of Adventist Health Clearlake who now works in Tribal 
Health. David Santos proposed the board consider an urgently needed 
youth substance abuse center. They’ll revisit the matter next week.

It’s like before times in Calif. as students at public colleges and 
universities get back to class without vaccine and mask mandates and 
nary a test to be taken. After two years of dealing with the pandemic, 
many restrictions have been lifted or eased big time. Last fall there were 
indoor mask mandates at state colleges and universities and at 
community colleges and tech schools statewide. There were also routine 
tests where waivers were allowed. The protocols will vary by school, as 
some never had vaccine mandates or they have since been rescinded if 
they did. Vaccine mandates are still in effect at UC and CSU campuses, 
but not facial coverings. They will be monitoring Mpox now though.

A woman from Clearlake Oaks connected to an arson fire has been to 
court. The judge in Tori Brannon’s case has signaled there’s enough 
evidence for her to be arraigned on the charges. She had to first have 
her competency restored after her lawyer said they didn’t find she would 
be able to understand the proceedings against her, and she spent 
months in a state hospital for that. Brannon faces various charges 
including aggravated arson, causing fire (inhabited structure), being 
under the influence of a controlled substance and carrying a concealed 
dirk/dagger related to another crime last year. Eleven structures burned 
in July of 2021 in Clearlake Oaks. She apparently admitted it out loud 
where neighbors could hear.
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A man in Willits has been arrested after cops connected him to a man 
being hit in the head with a baseball bat. Police say they found the victim 
bleeding from the hits. There were also several witnesses who said 
Damian Villegas, who’s a relative of the victim, was the attacker. They 
said the pair were drinking together at a local bar, but then got kicked out 
for starting fights and went to a second bar where another fight ensued 
in the parking lot. Witnesses say Villegas retrieved a bat from the trunk 
of his car, hit the victim multiple times, then took off. Villegas was known 
to police from previous contacts. After reports of a man with a bat hitting 
a sign, they went to his house and found his girlfriend who claimed she 
didn’t know where he was or about the bar fight. They found him nearby 
and arrested him for Assault with a Deadly Weapon. And his girlfriend is 
facing charges for Aiding and Abetting and Accessory After the Fact.

Environmental activists are up in arms again after an eight-month hiatus 
of logging in the Jackson Demonstration Forest restarts. The state had 
announced a new co-management deal between Cal Fire and local 
tribes and that they would log only smaller groves. Now tribal leaders 
and activists say this could get in the way of the co-management plans 
for the forest. Some tribal leaders are reportedly displeased with the 
decision to restart logging. Mendo Voice reports the leaders saying they 
were not informed about the logging starting up again. The Save 
Jackson Coalition put out a statement too, it says the chair of the Coyote 
Valley Band of Pomos told them the state wants to continue logging on 
their Homeland while still negotiating with them, which makes him 
question their commitment to a co-management deal.

Fort Bragg is getting back to pre-pandemic celebrations with the return 
of Paul Bunyan Days. The event is happening over Labor Day weekend 
after a COVID19 pause for safety reasons. Applications to participate 
are now open. There will be a parade on Labor Day itself. Other events 
through the weekend include the logging show and log rolling 
competition, Belle of the Redwoods competition, kiddie games, and 
more. The theme this year is “the tradition continues.” A full schedule for 
the weekend, along with entry forms are on the Paul Bunyan Days 
website, and Facebook page.

A new report shows murders in the state of California were up again, 
and so were violent crimes. The state Department of Justice has put out 
the latest crime reports showing crimes up, but arrests down. The State 
Attorney General was in Southern Calif. earlier this week touting gun 
control laws were keeping homicides down. But there were over 2,360 
murders in the state last year, 150 more than the year before. Still much 
lower than the highest year, 1993, when there were nearly 4,100. But 
there were more deaths in the state last year than the last 15 years. 
There were about 2,800 arrests per 100,000 people in 2020, and 2,606 
last year, down by more than 200.



Sheet1

Page 99

Redwood Credit Union says it’s matching donations for the Mendocino 
College Student Emergency Fund. The Fall 2022 semester has begun at 
the school and students are getting back to it and starting their career 
prep after an unpredictable few years. Inflation has also kicked in, 
making prices for food, gas, books and living expenses higher. The Fund 
will help students challenged during these times. The College says the 
Fund is one way they can help students worry less and study more. 
They have $12,000 dollars from the Credit Union to distribute up to $500 
one-time emergency grants. And donors will be matched, so it could 
reach $24,000 in emergency aid for students in Ukiah, Lakeport, Willits 
and Fort Bragg.

Visit foundation.mendocino.edu/donate and choose Student Emergency 
Fund.

If the Governor signs off the state of California could begin to release an 
increased number of sick or dying inmates. The state Assembly first has 
to approve the bill the Senate has already passed. Those against the 
current plan in place say it’s too strict and ill or dying inmates are too 
sick to pose a threat. And it would ease overcrowding and be less 
expensive. Over 90% of inmates died while waiting for compassionate 
release between January 2015 and April 2021. The nonprofit Families 
Against Mandatory Minimums also says 304 inmates were trying to get 
compassionate release, and only 53 were released through the courts.

The drought in California is serious, as most of us know, but apparently 
there’s just a small percentage of voters who say they’ve been impacted 
by the water shortage. The poll of 9,000 voters across Calif. showed 
71% thought the issue was “extremely serious,” but 23% said it was only 
somewhat serious. The poll by the UC Berkeley Institute of 
Governmental Studies and co-sponsored by the Los Angeles Times also 
revealed only 9% of respondents said they and their families were 
affected “a great deal” by the current water shortage, and 32% said 
they’ve been affected somewhat. 57% said they were affected “only a 
little” or not at all.

There’s a huge new mural gracing the side of a building in Fort Bragg. 
On the corner of McPherson and Redwood, the Alleyway Project has 
organized the piece by Ryan Grossman featuring giant redwoods. It’s 
the second mural by Grossman for Alleyway. The other outside a 
hardware store on Highway 1. The new one is planned to wrap around 
the whole Forrester building, but it’s so big, you may want to walk across 
the street to check it out. The Forrester has an art studio below and 
rental units above. And is named after the owner’s grandpa.

For more information about the Alleyway Project and for a map of their 
murals and several of the others that dot the town, go to 
http://www.fortbraggalleywayart.org.

http://www.fortbraggalleywayart.org/
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A fire in the Ukiah region triggered evacuation warnings that were 
rescinded fairly quick. The Old Fire broke out this weekend on Yokayo 
Ranch Road southeast of Ukiah. There was one victim who had to be 
flown to a hospital after being burned. A trailer and home were destroyed 
and three dogs were killed too. Mendofever reports a fourth dog popped 
up out of the burn area. The pet is now at Mendocino County Animal 
Control and expected to survive. The news site reports the burn victim 
ran out of the home where the fire had begun and told a neighbor, who 
called for help. The fire blackened about an acre. There was no cause 
announced yet.

The postponement of the sentencing for a disgraced former Ukiah police 
officer was not about one of his victims after all. Mendo Fever and Kym 
Kemp are both reporting the most serious charges against former 
sergeant Kevin Murray were dismissed because a key witness wouldn’t 
testify against him, and she couldn’t be found. But her lawyer says that’s 
all bogus. She’s one of three women accosted by Murray and forced into 
some sort of sexual situation they fought off. The lawyer of the woman in 
question says she was prepared to testify and lives in Sacramento. Both 
news sites are reporting the DA’s office has not commented on a 
sweetheart plea deal for Murray, but have supposedly, privately admitted 
the case crumbled when the City of Ukiah agreed to pay one victim a 
settlement. The Sacramento witness’ lawyer says his client had no idea 
Murray wouldn’t be getting jail time, wouldn’t have to register as a sex 
offender and was getting out of any severe punishment. Murray is now 
supposed to be sentenced tomorrow.

There’s a problem with Red Sea Urchin in North Coast waters. Divers 
have been trying to corral the sea animals to sell, which they can make a 
boat load off of, since they’re considered a delicacy. But a second 
fishery disaster declaration is expected from the Federal Government to 
save anglers and processors. Red Urchin are disappearing from Noyo 
Harbor and elsewhere. The Mendocino Voice reported on a couple of 
locals who say the last five years have been the toughest for harvesting 
the urchin. They say now they only get about 500 pounds total, but when 
they started five years ago, it was twice that amount. The last federal 
disaster declaration was for 2016 and 17, giving Calif. over 3.3 million in 
aid. And the Governor has signed another declaration to get more aid 
this year, but the state Department of Fish and Wildlife Marine Region 
Manager says there’s been no confirmation yet.

A man wanted in Lake County after reports of an assault on a woman a 
couple weeks ago, has turned himself in. The Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office reports Arturo Gutierrez went to the Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office but was transferred to the Lake County Jail. The sister of the 
victim says her sister can finally rest now that the man was caught.



Sheet1

Page 101

After rent freezes during the coronavirus lockdown, some cities in Calif. 
are instituting rent control to protect residents from exorbitant rent. In 
Bell Gardens one woman fought the doubling of her rent in court and 
won. Then pretty soon, a rent control bill was introduced after a group 
called Tenant Advocates came out fighting. The City Council there voted 
unanimously for a rent stabilization ordinance. Then a domino effect. 
They did it in Antioch, they’ve capped rent increases too. Earlier this 
month, Pomona’s City Council also set a rent cap, and in Santa Ana, 
they adopted an ordinance last year. Oxnard enacted a cap this past 
spring and Pasadena will consider it in November.

Three raises in one year could be coming to some California firefighters 
as part of their new contract. Cal Fire Local 2881 is also looking to 
shorten the long hours they have to work, without taking a pay cut. The 
union represents 8,100 permanent and seasonal firefighters. Last week 
a tentative 2 year agreement was reached with Gov. Gavin Newsom’s 
administration. The union still has to vote on it, then it moves to the State 
Legislature before it can take effect. They would receive a 2.5% raise 
retroactive to July 1st, a 2% raise again Jan. 1st and yet another 2% 
next July 1st. Hours would be cut from their average of 72 to 66 by 
November of 2024. It would cut into the state budget, by about $126 
million/year by 2024.

A couple of Manchester ranchers are honoring a local activist. Rachel 
Binah has a new grove of Redwood trees erected in her honor thanks to 
Kenneth Jowers and Robert Larsen. During lockdown the pair planted 50 
donated redwood seedlings. Low and behold they sprouted after they 
thought it was a lost cause. Several trees had pushed their way up 
through the earth, some as tall as 40 feet high, so they planted more. 
The pair decided to dedicate the grove to Binah, a Little River resident 
who’s been a long-time environmental activist. So, they erected a sign 
on Binah’s behalf, inviting her over to show the 79 year old her redwood 
grove.

The Governor has announced he’s appointed a new Surgeon General. 
The role first established by Newsom in 2019, but the first quit this year. 
Newsom announced he’s appointing Dr. Diana Ramos of Laguna Beach 
as the new Surgeon General. With over thirty years of experience 
focusing on health equity and reproductive health. She’s leaving the 
California Department of Public Health’s Center for Healthy 
Communities, where she was managing the state’s public health and 
prevention programs. She will first have to be confirmed by the state 
Senate.

The latest news from Visit Mendocino County shows $433 million in 
tourism spending. That includes over $200M in tourism related 
employment. The group reported the news for the year 2021 and that 
lodging was most of the money they received. The agency is the 
marketing division for the Mendocino County Tourism Commission. They 
also credit many new programs that have started for the 2021/22 tourism 
calendar which brought in almost 1.8 million visitors to the county. They 
say they expanded their marketing campaign focus into new multi-media 
and digital marketing programs, regional partnerships, community 
programs and online outreach.



Sheet1

Page 102

08/30/22

A special meeting is being held by the Lake County Board of 
Supervisors regarding a grant application for a behavioral health facility 
for juveniles. The matter came up at their meeting last week and they will 
continue the topic after the board was informed Hope Health was being 
formed so that a new treatment facility could be built. At the same 
meeting, they’ll discuss putting money into a broadband project and an 
agreement with a temporary Public Health Officer. The meeting is folded 
into the board’s regular Tuesday meeting. They’re looking to appoint Dr. 
Karl Sporer as the Public Health Officer, but only for six months at a rate 
of about $6,000 a month. Dr. Gary Pace quit this past spring, but came 
back after the doc hired after him left quickly. Pace has given formal 
notice again. He’s therefore done August 31st.

The unemployment rate has dropped again in Both Lake and Mendocino 
Counties. It’s also down in the state and in various parts of the country. 
In California, the Employment Development Department reported Lake 
County’s unemployment rate was at 4.2%, down almost twice as much 
as it was last year. In Mendocino County, the rate was one of the lowest 
in the state, at just 3.2%. The rate across the state hit a new record low 
last month, at 3.9%, down from 4.2% in June. Nationwide, the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics said unemployment was 3.5% in July, 
compared to last July when it was 5.4%. The state added almost 85,000 
more jobs in July. This time around the lowest unemployment rate in the 
state was San Mateo with just 1.9%, and like many months past, the 
highest was Imperial at 14.2%.

There are still struggles for those living in fire country. The Advocate 
reports some folks who dealt with fires the last few years have been 
losing their homeowners insurance policies. After the firestorms in 2017 
and 2018, insurance companies have stopped covering tens of 
thousands, so they don’t have to cover folks living in high fire-risk areas. 
That means those homeowners have to purchase insurance through the 
more expensive California FAIR Plan. As we enter what’s generally the 
worst of the fire season, autumn with predictably windy weather, more 
homeowners could be out of luck too. There are new regulations in place 
in Calif. to bring down the cost and protect from potential loss of 
coverage, but the insurance industry is pushing back against the new 
regulations. Some in the industry are reportedly concerned providers 
would just stop providing coverage altogether.

After reports of a man shot dead in Fort Bragg, deputies nabbed another 
man just out on bail from jail. Mendocino County Deputies called to a 
hospital for the gunshot wound victim, identified as Daniel Shealor. The 
Sheriff’s Dept. reports investigating several witnesses over two weeks in 
various parts of the Northern California coast. They determined Shayne 
Wrede who was wanted for a 2020 murder in Caspar was to blame. Last 
Wednesday with the help of the Marshal Service’s Fugitive Task Force 
they found Wrede in Sacramento, but he got away. A SWAT team was 
called to the area along with various law enforcement teams until they 
got him. Wrede was brought back to Mendocino County and booked into 
jail and held on $575,000.00 bail.
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Someone in Covelo reports seeing another man commit an armed 
robbery against another man in front of his house. Deputies responded 
to the area after reports Georgie BrittonHoaglin confronted the suspect 
sitting in his car in front of a home. The man stopped when he was 
approached, but says BrittonHoaglin pulled out a pistol, then demanded 
the man give him money. The witness says since he didn’t have money, 
BrittonHoaglin pistol whipped him, so he handed over cigarettes and a 
cell phone. Round Valley Tribal Police helped deputies find the guy who 
they say they saw toss the pistol. He was arrested and found with the 
witness’s phone and taken to jail and booked without bail.

After the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors decided to start 
charging for certain Public Record Acts requests, several media outlets 
said it would be too financially restrictive for them to get the requests 
filled. So the County decided to institute a grant program for any outlets 
who couldn’t pay. Now they say that’s illegal. Several groups including 
the First Amendment Coalition, the California News Publishers 
Association and the Society of Professional Journalists Northern 
California Chapter’s Freedom of Information Committee wrote a letter to 
the County Council, BOS and CEO saying they’re working to advance 
free speech and have a more open and accountable government, 
allowing for public participation in civic affairs and what’s been offered up 
is not lawful. They also want to define a media outlet is strictly 
considered with First Amendment rights, which would prohibit 
discrimination.

In a stunning turn of events, prosecutors in Mendocino County are 
calling for disgraced former cop Kevin Murray to be jailed. Murray, as 
you may recall, is accused of serious sexual assaults, intimidation, and 
hostage like situations with women. There was a plea deal agreed to 
apparently that was not to include jail time or registering as a sex 
offender. The court date last week was canceled and rescheduled for 
today. Suddenly a motion was filed yesterday by the DA’s office to give 
Murray a one-year jail term, as the Sonoma County Probation Office 
recommended after an independent sentencing assessment. The DA’s 
office had said they couldn’t get two women to testify and never agreed 
to no jail time.

The Legislature pulled the trigger on giving a chance to fast-food 
workers who may have a quarrel with restaurant owners. Lawmakers 
approved a first-in-the-nation measure that could protect workers. There 
will be a 10-member Fast Food Council formed who will set minimum 
standards for wages, hours and working conditions in California. But the 
minimum wage will be capped if there are more than 100 restaurants in 
a chain to $22 an hour. Restaurant owners decried the measure as 
being too costly. But the Service Employees International Union 
President said it was history making. Almost every Republican voted 
against it. The International Franchise Association President says it’s 
discriminatory.
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A small wildfire has been quickly squelched on Mount Konocti. The fire 
in the Black Forest was reported yesterday in the early afternoon hours, 
apparently triggered by a short thunderstorm. Lake Co News reports a 
reader saying they saw a lightning strike hit and start the fire. Firefighters 
hiked up to the area, up a hill where the news site reports they found a 
small spot ablaze, along with a tree. Cal Fire was on the scene with 
choppers and tankers, smothering the fire before ground crews arrived. 
The fire burned about a tenth of an acre.

The Feather Alert bill in the Legislature is another step closer to passing. 
Much like Amber and Silver alerts, the bill would mean the notification of 
the public if Indigenous people, especially women and girls, are missing. 
A key Assembly committee passed the bill after amendments were made 
and the Senate first approved it. The bill was drafted by 
Assemblymember James C. Ramos, who is the first and only California 
Native American lawmaker. He says creating the alert system was a top 
recommendation from tribal leaders. He also said the state has the 
greatest population of Native Americans than any in the nation. Some of 
the those supporting include the Yurok Tribe, California State Sheriff’s 
Association, California Tribal Families Coalition and the California Tribal 
Business Alliance.

The fire that’s been burning for almost a month near the Oregon border 
had its containment total lowered. The Six Rivers Lightning Complex 
which was 12 fires that all started in a thunderstorm August 5th has 
burned over 34,000 acres and is 54% contained. Fire officials updated 
the containment percentage to reflect the exact amount of the fire 
perimeter that’s fully contained. It’s a pretty big reduction in the 
containment percentage, but at least half is under control. Firefighters 
had a good day on the fire yesterday after several days of tireless work. 
They’ve been extinguishing hot spots, securing lines, and building a 
large buffer in areas they feel confident will hold so they can stop 
forward progress of the fire. There was a blow up of activity in one part 
of the fire, prioritizing the area of Zeigler Point where a spot fire sparked 
last night.

After the passage of two housing bills that could ease the housing crisis, 
Senate Majority Leader Mike McGuire hailed the moves. Calling the 
housing crisis one of the greatest in the state’s history, McGuire says the 
passage of these two critical bills will expedite the construction of 
thousands of homes across the state. SB 6 will speed up the process by 
utilizing retail space and make owning a home easier for the middle 
class and working families. And AB 2011 will get mixed-income and 
affordable housing built faster in transit-friendly commercial corridors.
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After the overturning of Roe. V. Wade by the SCOTUS, California moved 
to become something of a sanctuary state for those without access. As 
the Legislature wraps up their session lawmakers working with the 
Governor have put several ideas and packages forward. One would 
create an “Abortion Practical Support Fund” which would carry money for 
the needy. Amendments to the bill included setting aside $20 million 
dollars for out of state residents. There are amendments to protect 
privacy on social media and by tech companies related to the bill. 
Lawmakers also added language to protect transgender children who 
receive gender-affirming health care.

A fire in the Kelseyville area has destroyed three structures. One of them 
was reported with people trapped inside yesterday afternoon. 
Firefighters encountered heavy black smoke upon their arrival. There 
was one structure already engulfed in flames, then two other buildings 
nearby ignited, and ten others were threatened. The CHP came to the 
scene to close a couple of roads, so firefighters were not impeded. It 
took a couple of hours but the fire was out. After that a slash pile got 
away from whoever was watching it so firefighters had to jump over 
there. After several hours of a firefight, one home and garage were lost. 
No word on what the third structure was.

A bill by State Senator Bill Dodd has been signed into law by the 
Governor to make sure the state’s presidential electors cast ballots for 
candidates who win the popular vote. This comes after the 2020 election 
where it was rumored some electors were trying to switch from Joe 
Biden to Donald Trump. Senator Dodd says his bill will protect the 
“legitimacy of our free election process” He also says it can prevent 
extremism that seeks to deny the will of the voters. Several 
congressional members commented on the bill including former Calif. 
Secretary of State, now US Senator Alex Padilla who said “no one 
should be able to subvert the outcome of our elections”. The bill was first 
introduced after the 2020 election to protect California’s 55 electors and 
ensure they uphold their voting pledges.

Protests picked up again at the Jackson Demonstration Forest after the 
recent announcement by Cal Fire of a co-management deal with local 
tribes. The agency got back to work harvesting trees in the forest which 
activities said was a broken promise. The California Natural Resources 
Agency, which oversees Cal Fire announced their new plan which 
included small trees in the forest for logging after a nearly one-year 
hiatus. The Chair of the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians says Cal 
Fire did not notify them before restarting the logging. Activists say they 
will head to the capitol Tuesday for a rally after local rallies this week.
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A woman in Fort Bragg arrested for a DUI crash that left a man dead has 
to be in court after the long weekend. Gina Bean was found guilty of 
2019 fatal hit and run that killed Calum Hunnicutt. She’s been allowed to 
be out of jail as her lawyers appeal the conviction, but then she was 
cited and released from Fort Bragg cops for having a methamphetamine 
pipe on her last month. She had a deal with the court though that she 
could not use drugs or booze while out of jail. Probation officers have 
asked the court to revoke her probation. She has to show up in court 
Tuesday.

Stay indoors if you can, as the heat is on. The National Weather Service 
is predicting dry, hot weather all week and Mendocino County is in for a 
doozy. It’ll be about 10 degrees above normal for Labor Day weekend in 
inland Mendocino County. A scientist at UCLA’s Institute of Environment 
and Sustainability told the Mendocino Voice this could be a dangerous 
and record-breaking heat wave. The National Weather Service says 
highs will range from the mid 80s up to the high 90s through tonight with 
lows from the mid 50s to the mid 60s, but things kick up a notch 
tomorrow with highs up to 109 degrees and lows at around 60-70.

The annual Ukiah Valley Russian River Cleanup is part of the yearly 
Coastal Cleanup Day. It’s happening Saturday, September 17th. The 
Mendocino County Resource Conservation District Water Resources 
Manager says it’s a great way to make a difference, not only locally, but 
for the global environment. The agency says the thing they clean up the 
most, cigarette butts, then it’s single-use plastics like food wrappers. 
These items, especially cigarette butts, cause harm to water quality and 
wildlife. The event goes from 9 am on, but folks are gathering earlier for 
a quick donut and coffee huddle. They remind not to wear flip flops, bring 
your own water and work gloves. The event is co-sponsored by the 
Mendocino County Resource Conservation District, Mendocino County 
Water Agency, and Redwood Waste Solutions.  

To join the cleanup, pre-register at 
https://forms.gle/L2MC3eALUeYy79EC9 by September 10. For 
questions or for more information, contact Deborah Edelman at 
deborah.edelman@mcrcd.org.

A man in Dos Rios has been arrested on several charges including 
brutality towards dogs. Charges against Trevor Williams were filed after 
the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office was called to a home last 
Thursday because of reports three dogs were shot to death. The dogs 
died while their owners were away. They found them after returning from 
a trip. They identified Williams as the suspect after home surveillance 
video caught him. When deputies came to the home, they found the 
dead animals had been shot in a kennel in the backyard, then dragged 
to other parts of the property. They have no motive for the shooting. 
Williams has been charged with cruelty to animals, committing offenses 
while out on bail and violation of a restraining order. He was held on 
$220,000.00 bail.

https://forms.gle/L2MC3eALUeYy79EC9
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After rumors of a plea deal with no jail time for a disgraced former Ukiah 
police officer, it came true. Yesterday former Sergeant Kevin Murray was 
sentenced to two years’ probation, plus a potential for a suspended 
prison sentence if he breaks the law again. Murray was fired after 
reports of a string of sex-related crimes, a burglary, possession of meth, 
and witness intimidation. There’s at least one civil lawsuit against him for 
a sex assault against a former colleague still hanging in the balance. The 
judge says he needs to stay away from drugs and alcohol and weapons 
or he will face prison time. She also scolded him for damaging the Ukiah 
Police Department that will take generations to heal. Meanwhile folks on 
social media and various news sites say he got off too easy.

Solitary confinement stays in prison could be limited after lawmakers 
passed a bill with strict guidelines. The Assembly Bill was sent to the 
Governor Tuesday to limit solitary confinement in jails, prisons and 
private detention centers and for it to never be used for vulnerable 
populations like pregnant and elderly people. There had been push back 
that the bill would cost the state too much. The California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation pegged it about one billion dollars or 
more in one-time fees. That’s to make space in exercise yards and other 
areas for the inmates. It would also cost another $200 million a year they 
say for staffing purposes. But advocates said those numbers were 
exaggerated and the new restrictions were necessary.

They have a permanent Director of Lake County’s Community 
Development Dept. With this it means Mireya Turner, a current Lakeport 
City Council member will resign her seat. Turner was appointed interim 
director recently, then this past Tuesday, the job became permanent. 
She says she’s committed to promoting “responsible development, and 
creatively working with people looking to invest in Lake County.” She 
comes with almost a decade of County and City Planning experience. 
And has worked throughout Lake County in various roles and in Ukiah 
for a few years too. Turner said she would step down from her council 
seat due to time constraints.

Those who are victims of last summer’s Hopkins Fire still have time to 
have their property assessed. But the Assessor’s Office says they only 
have until September 12th, a week from this coming Monday. The 
Prevention, Recovery, Resiliency, and Mitigation (PRRM) Division is 
encouraging residents from Mendocino County impacted by the 2021 
Hopkins Fire to file the “application for reassessment of damaged or 
destroyed property”. You must have had at least $10,000 or more of 
damage.
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The application may be obtained at:

The Konocti Fire Safe Council has received a grant from Lake County 
from Cannabis funds. $10,000 was presented by the District 5 
Supervisor to the Fire Safe Council (KFSC) Board. Supervisor Jessica 
Pyska says Homeowners Associations in the Kelseyville-area known as 
the Rivieras have been leading and working effectively to reduce the risk 
of wildfire. The council chair said they look forward to working with 
residents in the area, also the government and business leaders to 
promote strong collaboration. The council touts itself as an organization 
that increases preparedness and surviving a fire through education, 
project and resource development, evacuation readiness and hazardous 
fuels reduction.

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/assessor-county-clerk-recorder-elections/assessor-services-forms

You can also call the Assessor’s Office at (707) 234-6800 and get an 
application mailed to you.  

State Senator Bill Dodd had another bill passed by fellow lawmakers this 
session. This one to help spur more broadband deployment. Dodd says 
it’s absolutely critical for all residents to have adequate connectivity for 
business and in their regular daily lives. The bill would provide an 
expansion of wireless access, especially for low-income Californians and 
the underserved. Since the pandemic folks have been depending even 
more on broadband for distance learning, telehealth, public safety, 
remote work and accessing vital government services. Dodd’s 
Broadband Access Point Investment Acceleration Study Act would 
uncover the state’s broadband infrastructure needs then address it with 
the Legislature.

Get a designated driver for the last long weekend of the summer. It’s 
Labor Day weekend and as per usual, the California Highway Patrol will 
have one of those Maximum Enforcement Periods anticipating more 
traffic starting tomorrow night at 6:01 p.m. and ending Monday night at 
11:59 p.m. Besides beefing up patrols to help drivers, they’ll be looking 
for offenders through the holiday weekend, driving drunk or high, 
distracted, or not wearing a seatbelt. Last Labor Day weekend there 
were 43 people killed in crashes on California roadways and 935 DUI 
arrests were made. Another 6,000 speeding tickets were handed out too.

A new court program is being set up by the state of California so that the 
unsheltered who are suffering mental health crises get into treatment. 
Legislators pushed the bill to the Governor’s desk after he first broached 
the subject last spring. It was a unanimous approval from the Senate 
after tweaks by the Assembly earlier this week. Civil liberties advocates 
were poo pooing the bill though saying if it becomes law it could be used 
to force homeless people into care they’re not interested in. But Newsom 
says it means hope for thousands with severe mental illness who 
languish on the street without the treatment they desperately need and 
deserve. If the Governor signs it into law with a slew of other bills on his 
desk, it would mean counties would have to set up a special civil court to 
put up petitions for help for these residents.

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/assessor-county-clerk-recorder-elections/assessor-services-forms
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A Flex Alert is in place due to the expected heat wave these next days. 
The California Independent System Operator said the high temperatures 
will expand energy demand mostly from air conditioners which will tax 
available power supplies. The alert could continue all weekend if there’s 
not enough voluntary conservation. The agency says it’s doing what it 
can to bring all available energy resources online, including restricting 
maintenance from noon to 10 p.m. through Sept. 6th, Tuesday. They’re 
hoping for conservation measures between 4 and 9 pm each day during 
the alert. At the same time the Governor is considering extending the life 
of the Diablo Nuclear Plant, the state’s only nuclear power plant, another 
five years so there are more reliable power supplies during the climate 
change era.

Free Fishing Day is coming, where if you’re an angler you get a day on 
the state. This Saturday is the second and last Free Fishing Day of 
2022. The Calif. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife’s Fishing in the City program 
is also to help folks learn fishing techniques and skills from department 
experts. There are in-person beginner fishing clinics in some areas. If 
there are no clinics in your area, you can check online for a regional 
event or virtual events. All of the regular restrictions apply, like bag and 
size limits, gear restrictions, report card requirements and fishing hours 
and stream closures.

Something to do this long holiday weekend… Grace Hudson Museum 
has a new special exhibition with Pomo artists from Lake and regional 
counties. The “Gathering Time: Pomo Art During the Pandemic” exhibit 
opens tomorrow featuring the artwork of 15 different contemporary Pomo 
artists, for 10 Pomo tribal groups in Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma 
counties. There are multiple art forms on display, paintings, 
photography, basket weaving, regalia, jewelry and digital media. The 
opening reception tomorrow is from 5 to 8 p.m. and is part of the city of 
Ukiah’s monthly First Friday Art Walk. There will also be a special 
performance by the Hopland Pomo Dancers. The exhibition runs through 
Jan. 15th.

A man from Lakeport has been deemed a person of interest for several 
crimes including leaving a suspicious device near a church. Police 
arrested 27-year-old Kayden Collins who they say was involved in a rip 
off at a bicycle shop. They’re also asking for the community’s help 
finding an expensive bike they say he stole last Saturday. The report of a 
burglary of a $2,300 Scott Scale bicycle and the window of Konocti 
Bicycles on Main Street broken out. Collins was booked into jail. Police 
also say it will cost $2000.00 to replace the broken window. Police also 
say they have had more than 25 interactions with Collins this year, with 
multiple cases, seven warrants issued and five arrests for crimes like 
domestic violence, brandishing a weapon, burglary, resisting arrest, and 
assault with a deadly weapon.
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A man arrested for the murder of another man from Lucerne had a court 
appearance in the case. 26-year-old Nova Maye Deperno from 
Occidental was arrested and charged with killing Ronald Meluso a year 
ago. Deperno was arrested this past January and also charged with 
burglary, vehicle theft and buy/sell/receive stolen property. The 
prosecution told the court they would not be seeking the death in the 
case. And Deperno has pleaded not guilty. He’s also charged with flight 
from a traffic officer with disregard for safety, assault with a firearm on 
person, threaten to commit crime, abuse (endangering child with great 
bodily injury) and prevent/ dissuade witness/victim with force/threat. He’s 
held without bail in Lake County jail.

The dire warnings about the heat wave continue with the National 
Weather Service putting out a high confidence report about the heat. 
The alert says the heat will become significant this weekend into early 
next week with Triple-Digit Temperatures forecast. In Lake County 
they’ve set up ways to get out of the heat for sensitive groups. You can 
head over to Redbud Library in Clearlake and Peer Support Centers in 
Clearlake Oaks, Lakeport and Clearlake are opening during parts of the 
holiday weekend.

· Clearlake: Redbud Library*, Open 10am-5pm (14785 Burns Valley Rd, 
707-994-5115)

· Clearlake Oaks: The Big Oak Peer Support Center, Open 12-4:30pm 
(13340 East Highway 20, Suite O, 707-998-0310)

· Lakeport: Circle of Native Minds Cultural Center, Open 12pm-4pm (525 
North Main Street, 707-263-4880)

The investigation by the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office into the former 
police chief of Ukiah is complete. The agency was looking into possible 
criminal conduct by former Chief Noble Waidelich. The report has been 
sent to the Mendocino County District Attorney, but no word what it says. 
It just a couple of days after one of the chief’s disgraced officers, Kevin 
Murray got off without jail time after a slew of charges including sex 
assault, harassment and intimidation. Waidelich was also fired which the 
city only said was because he was not a good fit for the city any longer. 
The Mendocino County Sheriff asked his counterparts in Sonoma 
County to look into charges so the investigation was not tainted. This 
case is reportedly separate from a civil case filed against Waidelich by 
his ex fiance who alleged he abused her and used his position of power 
to get her fired.

A fire broke out in Willits and the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office 
(MCSO) warned to be prepared to evacuate. The Warner Fire was 
downgraded and contained last night though so the evacuation warnings 
were downgraded to “situational awareness” for the Pine Mountain and 
Ridgewood Road subdivisions. Forward progress was stopped on the 
fire which burned about 109 acres yesterday. Besides the evacuation 
warnings there were roads closed in Willits and traffic congestion 
warnings on the 101 between Willits and Ukiah. Four structures were 
threatened
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Power has been restored for folks in Northern Ukiah. PG&E reported as 
temperatures were soaring, they temporarily shut power off for nearly 
1,100 customers yesterday afternoon. That included on the Ukiah 
campus of Mendocino College and Calpella elementary school. About 4 
– 5 hours later the power flipped back on.

The Governor has declared a state of emergency because of the heat 
wave for the long weekend. There was also a flex alert triggered to lower 
energy usage between 4 and 9 pm.

A new restaurant has opened at the Noyo Harbor. The Slack Tide Café 
had their soft opening. The location in support of marine science 
education and research. You can hang around and watch the sea lions 
and harbor seals and enjoy local treats at the new café. 100% of the 
profits support marine conservation.

Redwood Coast Land Conservancy has announced the new 
Conservation Plan for Mill Bend Preserve. Money for the environmental 
science report and design came from the State Coastal Conservancy. 
The 113-acre Preserve serves as a entry point to Gualala, Mendocino, 
and Sonoma counties. The new plan has ideas on how to continue 
caring for the Preserve, including how to protect sensitive species and 
improve their habitats, prevent the spread of pathogens and invasive 
species, facilitate climate change resilience, and manage wildfire 
hazards. The public is invited to the open house 2 weeks from tomorrow, 
Sept. 17th at the Gualala Arts Center.

Please contact Redwood Coast Land Conservancy for any questions 
about the community open house https://www.rclc.org.

The hotter temperatures are not helping marine life. Over the last week 
several dead Chinook salmon were found over a 40-mile stretch of the 
Lower Klamath River. The Yurok Tribe’s Fisheries Department says they 
had died due to suffocation from a bacteria called gill rot. The Fisheries 
experts say we could see more dying fish in the days to come. They also 
noticed there were fish with so-called “Ich” infections. Those are caused 
by poor water quality and temperature changes. The Yurok Fisheries 
dept. head says it’s caused by low flows, unusually high-water 
temperatures and dams. The tribe is calling for more water to be 
released from the Lewiston Reservoir in Trinity County, to cool the river. 
Their request was granted.

Forget about the COVID vaccines, if your child has not received all 
recommended vaccines before they head back to school, they may be 
turned away. The state requires 10 different immunizations for kids to 
attend classes. But some kids weren’t getting their vaccines during the 
lockdown days of the pandemic so they’re unable to go back to school in 
person. About 10% of California students 4 to 6 years old didn’t get their 
measles, mumps and rubella vaccination. Health experts say it could be 
because wellness checks were skipped during the pandemic, there was 
vaccine fatigue and more vaccine hesitancy and even vaccine supply 
was an issue for some.

https://www.rclc.org/
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The state has added more energy to the grid as Californians buckle up 
for a hot weekend. The state will put another 4,000 megawatts on the 
grid that were not available during an event in July of 2020. Since that 
time the state has come up with emergency measures like adding 
generators and a Strategic Energy Reserve. But this heat wave is 
supposed to hit all of the west, so there could be limited resources in 
multiple states. The Governor says it’s the latest reminder of how real 
Climate Change is and how it impacts the everyday lives of Californians. 
He also says the state is taking steps for the immediate crisis, but it also 
reinforces the need for urgent action to end “dependence on fossil fuels 
that are destroying our climate and making these heat waves hotter and 
more common.”

First 5 Lake is looking for proposals from data geeks. They need 
someone or an entity to develop, implement and maintain a web-based, 
user-friendly data system for them. The agency has been funding early 
childhood systems and supports for young children and their families in 
Lake County for over 20 years. They say their vision is for a data system 
to address the need for increased access to an integrated, strategic, and 
user-friendly service delivery system that will continually adapt for their 
community.

Instructions for those interested in applying and the full Request for 
Proposals (RFP) packet can be found at http://www.firstfivelake. org. 
The deadline to submit proposals is Oct. 14, 2022, at 5 p.m.

If you have questions or would like further information, please contact 
the First 5 Lake office at 707– 263-6169.

Mendocino County Public Health has declared a heat emergency for the 
Ukiah and Potter Valley areas until Friday night. High temperatures are 
forecast to hit 116 today, and be near, or over, 110 degrees each day 
through Friday. The City of Ukiah has opened a cooling center at the 
Civic Center where anyone can come and escape the heat. It’s open 
today (Tuesday) through Friday from 8 am to 8 pm, although Mendocino 
Health officials say those hours will be extended if there are rolling 
power outages.

Other cooling shelters include: the Ukiah Senior Center, Ukiah Library, 
Alex Rorabaugh Center, Round Valley Senior Center, Round Valley 
Library, Round Valley Volunteer Fire Protection District, Round Valley 
Indian Health Center, and Willits City Hall.

Rolling blackouts are a real possibility this week. The California 
Independent System Operator declared a Stage 1 emergency alert on 
Monday due to statewide usage, and the rolling blackouts come when 
they get to a Stage 3 alert. The Record Bee reports power consumption 
Monday peaked at nearly 49,000 megawatts but the power forecast 
today is a peak of more than 51,000 megawatts which would be the 
highest in 16 years in California and drought has lessened the available 
hydroelectric power since then.

http://www.firstfivelake/
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The Ukiah City Council is set to discuss whether to support a sales tax 
hike for fire protection proposed by the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors that will be on the ballot in November. The Ukiah Daily 
Journal reports Measure P is a one-quarter-cent sales tax with 90% of 
the revenue going to fire protection agencies including the Ukiah Valley 
Fire Authority and 10% going towards prevention and resiliency efforts. 
The Ukiah City Council meets Wednesday beginning at 6 p.m.

The Ukiah Valley Russian River Cleanup is set for Saturday, Sept. 17 as 
part of Coastal Cleanup Day during which hundreds of communities 
worldwide work to prevent litter from contaminating drinking water and 
killing fish. It’s co-sponsored by the Mendocino County Resource 
Conservation District, Mendocino County Water Agency, and Redwood 
Waste Solutions. Volunteers will meet at 9 a.m. for a safety talk and to 
divide into teams. They ask that you register by Sept. 10 with a link at 
https://mcrcd.org.

The newly-formed Konocti Fire Safe Council has received a $10,000 
donation from the District 5 Supervisor to get their organization going. 
Lake County News reports the Council was formed by a group of four 
Kelseyville homeowners’ associations that worked together to get a new 
firehouse in the Soda Bay corridor, which didn’t happen, and now want 
to lead the community in reducing wildfire risk. They plan to focus on 
preparedness, education, evacuation readiness, and hazardous fuel 
reduction.

A potential zoning change to allow for a new housing project is on the 
agenda for the Lakeport City Council. The council is scheduled to hold a 
public hearing on the Parkside Residential Project which calls for 128 
new apartment units and 48 cluster homes on a 15-acre site on Craig 
Ave. This is the first reading of the potential zoning change – the second 
is Sept. 20. Lake County News report when the Lakeport Planning 
Commission considered the project last month, they recommended the 
city council approve it.

The Middletown Area Town Hall has a meeting this week. The group 
known as MATH is set to meet Thursday, Sept. 8, at 7pm in the 
Middletown Community Meeting Room. The meeting is open to the 
public either in person or on Zoom. The agenda includes Cal Fire Chief 
Paul Duncan and Pacific Gas and Electric representative Melinda 
Rivera. MATH is a municipal advisory council serving residents of 
Anderson Springs, Cobb, Coyote Valley, Hidden Valley Lake, Long 
Valley and Middletown.

The Lakeport City Council is set to start mulling how to fill the seat of 
Mayor Pro Tem Mireya Turner who resigned last month to become Lake 
County Community Development Director. Lake County News reports 
when the council meets tonight they will be asked to direct the City Clerk 
to solicit applications to fill Turner’s seat and work with the Mayor to set 
a date for interviews at either a regular or special meeting. But they 
could be asked to just nominate and elect a new mayor pro tem.

https://mcrcd.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6599641209
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Tuesday was the hottest day on record for the City of Ukiah. The 
National Weather Service confirms while Monday’s 112 broke the old 
September 5 record of 108 set in 2020 on Tuesday at 330pm we hit 117, 
beating the all time record for any date which was 115 back in 
September 1955. Officials say while it won’t get quite that high today, it 
will still be dangerously hot with the expected high near 110 today, 111 
Thursday and still in the 100’s on Friday before relatively cooling into the 
90’s for the weekend.

The Extreme Heat Alert for interior Mendocino County has been 
extended by the Mendocino County Public Health Department. While we 
likely won’t hit Tuesday’s incredible record of 117 in Ukiah, we are still 
forecast to hit 110 today, 111 tomorrow and 108 Friday with the heat 
alert expected to end Friday night. There are cooling centers at the 
Ukiah Civic Center, Willits City Hall, Potter Valley Community Center, 
The Family Resource Center on Henderson Rd and Round Valley Indian 
Health Center.

Despite hitting a record peak demand of 52,061 MegaWatts Tuesday 
afternoon the California Independent System Operator ended its Energy 
Emergency Alert Level 3 period without having to order rolling blackouts 
and Cal-ISO says it’s thanks to citizens. They say after the Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services issued an emergency alert around 5:45 
pm saying rolling blackouts were imminent and asking people to reduce 
power, Cal-ISO’s grid operator saw an immediate and significant drop in 
energy use.

The Department of Water Resources has deployed four temporary 
power generator units. There are two in Roseville and two in Yuba City 
which can put 120 megawatts back into the grid which according to Lake 
County News is enough to power around 120,000 homes. This is 
reportedly the first time that these generators have been fired up since 
they were installed last year under an executive order from Governor 
Gavin Newsom. They are powered by natural gas but have an emissions 
reduction system.

A Willits man is being held with no bail for allegedly driving under the 
influence with a suspended license. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Offices says last Thursday a Deputy conducted a traffic stop on a vehicle 
for a vehicle code violation on Meadowbrook Drive near Della Avenue. 
The officer suspected the driver, William Young, who was on a 
suspended license and on formal probation, was under the influence of a 
controlled substance which was allegedly confirmed by a field test.

Cancer Resource Centers of Mendocino County says their 2022 Pure 
Mendocino fundraiser held last month more than made up for its two-
year pandemic hiatus. CRCMC says generous donors raised a record 
$162,000 at the annual fundraiser for the non-profit which provides 
cancer support services to patients and their families free of charge. The 
Pure Mendocino event accounts for 25 percent of the organization’s 
operating funds and can be used for essential operations like staffing.
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The arson trial of a Clearlake Oaks woman has reportedly been set for 
October 5. At a hearing late last month Tori Elizabeth Brannon 
reportedly pleaded not guilty to all counts after being found competent to 
stand trial following a few months at State Hospital under treatment with 
antipsychotic medications. Lake County News reports Brannon is 
charged with a July 2021 fire on Hoover Street in Clearlake Oaks that 
destroyed five structures and six out buildings with property loss 
estimated at $613,500.

The National Weather Service has extended our Excessive Heat 
Warning until 10pm Friday. Today’s High for Ukiah could hit 111 and 
Friday’s High is forecast to be 107. And while we made it through 
another day without rolling blackouts, Cal ISO has again called for a Flex 
Alert to reduce power usage this afternoon, and this one is longer than 
the usual Flex Alert from 3pm to 10pm. Yesterday demand peaked over 
50,000 Megawatts at 4pm. Today they are forecasting a peak of 51,288 
at 430pm.

Cal Fire confirms about another 15 acres were burned in a flare-up at 
the Walker Fire in Willits Tuesday. Officials say the flare-up was spotted 
around 5pm at Morris Dam and air and ground resources quickly hit the 
scene. Cal Fire reports the Walker Fire has scorched 124 acres since it 
started September 1 on the east side of Highway 101. As of this morning 
Cal Fire reported the fire was 87 percent contained. Officials say no 
structures have been damaged or are currently threatened.

In all Cal Fire reported Wednesday there were over 5,600 firefighters 
making progress on 10 major wildfires and two extended attack wildfires 
in California. Since the beginning of the year, 251,002 acres have 
burned in California but officials call this week crucial as Northern 
California continues to see a high risk of fire through Friday due to the 
heat wave conditions with very low day and nighttime relative humidity 
and periods of locally gusty afternoon winds plus the possibility of 
scattered thunderstorms.

A Mendocino County infant has passed away from COVID-19. The 
Mendocino County Health Department announced Wednesday that 
County death #135 was an infant that was not yet eligible for 
vaccination. They did not disclose in what part of the County the child 
lived. County Health Officer Dr. Andy Coren says COVID-19 has become 
one of the top 3 leading causes of death in California over the last year 
with an increase in children testing positive over the summer.

The Ukiah Boys & Girls Club Chili Cook-Off is back. After being canceled 
for a couple of years due to the pandemic, Granite Construction’s annual 
Chili Cook-Off fundraiser for the Club will be back in downtown Ukiah 
tomorrow at the Alex R. Thomas Plaza with tasting beginning at 6 p.m. 
Granite Construction tells the Willits News that with the event being gone 
so long they are expecting a huge crowd this time around. Among the 
fundraising goals for the Boys & Girls Club of Ukiah this year is to buy a 
15-passenger van to counteract the shortage of school bus drivers.
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The Lakeport City Council has taken steps to fill the council seat of 
former Mayor Pro Tem Mireya Turner who left last month to become the 
Lake County Community Development director. At their meeting 
Tuesday the Council asked city staff to start taking applications for the 
seat. Lake County News reports state law requires the council to take 
action within 60 days to either make an appointment or call a special 
election but city officials say there wasn’t time for a special election 
because the seat expires in December. Meanwhile the council elected 
Kenny Parlet as Mayor Pro Tem.

The State Controller has published the 2021 self-reported payroll data 
for California special districts. Lake County has 30 special districts. Lake 
County News reports the largest special district payrolls in 2021 in Lake 
County were the Lake County Fire Protection District with 40 employees 
earning a total of $1,911,823, the Kelseyville Fire Protection District with 
29 employees earning a total of $1,502,623 and the Northshore Fire 
Protection District with 39 employees totalling $1,350,935.

Mendocino County has gotten a credit rating upgrade from S&P Global 
Ratings. The County announced Tuesday that S&P bumped it up from 
“AA-” to “AA”. S&P cited several key factors in the upgrade, including the 
County’s “improved financial position, supported by enhanced financial 
management policies and practices”. The upgrade comes as the county 
refinances some 2012 bonds for cash flow savings and funds $10 million 
in new capital projects including the jail expansion and some roofing and 
HVAC projects at essential County facilities.

Just one more day of this insanely hot weather. Our National Weather 
Service Excessive Heat Warning goes until 10pm tonight with the 
expected high in Ukiah at 108. Cal ISO has also issued another Flex 
Alert calling for power use reduction for a record-breaking 10th day in a 
row. But unlike yesterday’s that was extra long, today’s is back to the 
normal 4pm-9pm with the forecasted afternoon peak usage much lower 
than it has been all week, at around 46,000 MW, down from over 51,000 
MW Thursday.

Some residents of Clearlake have returned home after a structure fire 
that moved to some brush led to evacuations. The Tana fire broke out 
around 4pm near Crawford and Tana Avenues. Lake County News 
reports within 15 minutes three structures were on fire and the fire 
jumped across Highway 53. Air attacks started by 4:30pm and Cal Fire 
reported the fire contained at 6:25pm. Clearlake Police lifted all 
evacuation advisories and orders around 10:30pm although some roads 
remained closed.

Waste Management has resumed collecting containers from customers 
they no longer serve. Most were collected in July and August. From now 
through September 14, residents of County Solid Waste Collection Area 
No. 2 previously served by Waste Management but now served by 
Redwood Waste Solutions, may place old Waste Management 
containers out by the road. Inland areas will be collected from today 
through Sunday and coastal areas from tomorrow through Wednesday 
September 14th
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Fire departments in Hopland, Manchester and Laytonville and getting 
new fire training towers, which Mendocino County has purchased with 
the settlement money from Pacific Gas and Electric. The towers are 5 
stories high and are outfitted to allow firefighters to practice high angle 
rescue, ladder drills, and several types of fire suppression. And they will 
be available regionally for various fire agencies throughout the County to 
come and use. Two more large towers funded by the PG&E money will 
be coming next year.

A reminder to Hopkins fire survivors that applications for reassessment 
of damaged or destroyed property must be filed by Monday, September 
12 with the County Assessor’s office. You can get an application on the 
Mendocino County website or by calling or stopping by the Assessor’s 
office. To qualify for a calamity adjustment your property must have 
suffered more than $10,000 worth of damage. There is no charge to file 
the application for reassessment.

Some new rules are in place for the Ukiah Skake Park. After problems 
reportedly cropped up last spring with unruly kids and kids skipping 
school, the City and School District closed it for a while and then 
reopened it with some restrictions. The Ukiah Daily Journal reports the 
Skate Park is now closed during school hours, and all minors must be 
accompanied by an adult or have a permission waiver signed by a 
guardian. Since Ukiah High started classes last month there has been 
an attendant there making sure.

Another step forward for a proposed housing development in Lakeport. 
On Tuesday the Lakeport City Council voted unanimously to hold a 
public hearing on a zoning ordinance change for the Waterstone 
Residential project proposed near Westside Community Park. Lake 
County News reports the hearing will be held September 20. It would 
include 128 new apartment units and 48 cluster homes on 15 acres on 
Craig Avenue, with apartments solar powered and the houses wired for 
it. Last month the Lakeport Planning Commission recommended the city 
council approve it.

PG&E is reportedly looking to raise rates. The utility says in a 
government filing that due to inflation they are asking state regulators to 
let them up their revenue which the Record Bee reports would amount to 
an increase of around $7 a month for the average customer of both 
electricity and gas. Subsidized CARE customers would see a hike of 
around $5 a month. PG&E says inflation is hitting them in labor, 
materials and services. The state Public Utilities Commission has the 
final say on any rate hike.

Someone has reported to Ukiah Police an attempted kidnapping at the 
Chili Cookoff. The mom says she was at the event Friday when a man 
came up to her and her toddler, grabbed the two-year-old by the hand 
and tried to leave. But mom and her friend got the child away and the 
suspect ran off. The mom described the would-be abductor as very tan 
skin, about 5’ 10”, 200-220 lbs, 35-45 years old, wearing a brown tank 
top and tan shorts. The mother called 911 saying the man was quite 
slick and others nearby didn’t notice, probably thinking this was the 
child’s parent. Police confirmed they got to the scene and were 
canvassing the area and actively investigating.
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5615, Ext. 201, jbyers@cityoflakeport.com.

The City of Lakeport needs some art for Lakefront Park. They’re looking 
for mid-range to large-scale sculptural and/or innovative, mixed or 
multimedia art to be shown in front of the new lakefront park 
development downtown. They’ve extended the deadline to Tuesday, 
October 11th. Those chosen will get from $5,000 to $20,000 depending 
what’s needed for their project. That should cover the materials, artist’s 
labor, installation needs, and any necessary travel expenses. As we 
reported earlier this month, Black, Indigenous and people of color 
(BIPOC) are strongly urged to submit proposals. You do not need to be 
a county resident.

For more information, contact Jenni Byers, Community Development 
Director, (707) 263-

A career fair is being hosted by Adventist Health Ukiah Valley. They’re 
looking for both clinical and non-clinical positions. The fair is Thursday, 
Sept. 15th 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Ukiah Valley Conference Center at 
200 S. School St. The positions they’re looking to fill include nurses, 
medical assistants, housekeepers, customer care associates, and 
technicians. They say they’re offering competitive wages and 
exceptional benefits. Career fair attendees are asked to wear face 
masks and maintain social distancing.

For more information on job opportunities, contact Jolee White (707-963-
6588, whitej@ah.org) or visit www.adventisthealth.org/careers.

A man from Albion is going to prison for two decades for murder. Robert 
Henry Brockway III got 21 years to life after pleading guilty last month to 
murder in the second degree and residential burglary while someone 
was home. He had been in trouble with police several times in the past. 
In this case, Brockway was accused of killing Jimmie Mooneyham inside 
his home. He first claimed he was not guilty by reason of insanity. Then 
he changed to a guilty plea as they were choosing the jury. He was 
suspected of the crimes after he was linked through evidence.

A disaster has been declared in the State of Calif. for Chinook salmon. 
At the beginning of the month the Commerce Department declared 
fishery disasters and set aside over $17 million dollars for multiple Native 
American tribes for disaster assistance. Salmon have been under duress 
for years due to warming waters. They generally migrate to the ocean to 
feed and come back to spawn, but the numbers have been decreasing 
year over year. Scientists say it’s not only climate change but also 
pollution in river dams that prevents access to spawning areas. Some of 
the stocks have been deemed threatened or endangered and more are 
reportedly being considered threatened under the Endangered Species 
Act.

http://www.adventisthealth.org/careers
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A giant grant has been given to the Noyo Center by the U.S. Department 
of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration (EDA). The more 
than $825,000 grant to boost tourism in Mendocino County. It will fund a 
new visitor building using money from the pandemic stimulus known as 
the American Rescue Plan. The money will help pay for designing the 
building and a feasibility study for the Marine Science’s Ocean Science 
Center. There is a matching fund as well of nearly $208,000 that can go 
into the project too.

A new booster shot for the COVID19 vaccine is about to be rolled out. 
Last week a briefing by the FDA informed all in attendance of the 
agency’s “Vaccinate All 58” campaign. The boosters are for those who 
are 12 years of age and older. The state is getting more than 1 million 
doses. Some of the health experts in the virtual meeting for the FDA last 
Wednesday said the vaccination, like many others, requires a booster for 
continued protection against severe disease and death as the protection 
can decrease over time. They have been updated so that they can 
protect against newer strains as well as the original coronavirus.

The Chili Cook Off has come back after the pandemic put it on pause. 
This was the first cookoff since COVID19 overtook the country. The 
event is a fundraiser for the Boys & Girls Club of Ukiah. The money 
raised helps the club continue to offer their services. Granite 
Construction has been the main sponsor for years.

Once again PG&E says they have to raise their prices. The company 
says it’s for about 7 bucks a month for the average customer with 
electricity and gas and does not get help with their bills through 
subsidies. Lower-income or CARE customers who do get help would see 
an increase of under $5/month on average. The energy giant blames 
inflation in their Securities and Exchange Commission filing. The 
document says they may be negatively affected by inflation resulting in 
impacts to their operations, liquidity, and cash flows. They also said in 
the filing that they’ve already experienced higher prices for equipment, 
materials, supplies, employee labor, contractor services, and variable-
rate debt.

Two people from Ukiah have been booked into jail for trafficking 
marijuana. Deputies picked up Kevin Worley and Destenie Hall Thursday 
morning after seeing them while out on routine patrol stopped on the 
side of the road. They say they contacted the pair and Hall seemed high 
on drugs and evaluated her to confirm it. They found a couple baggies 
with two different types of suspected controlled substances and in 
possession of drug paraphernalia. They also found 5 pounds of bud 
marijuana packaged for sale. She was booked for being under the 
influence of a controlled substance, and she and Worley for possession 
of marijuana for sales, transportation of marijuana for sales and 
possession of drug paraphernalia. They’re both held on $15,000.00 bail 
separately.
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A man in Ukiah has been arrested after he was found in possession of 
drugs for sale, while out on bail for another crime. The Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Dept. reports Eric Silk-Hoaglin was seen by Deputies 
who recognized him from previous contact, so they stopped him on 
North State Street. They searched the car and found he was out on bail, 
then found several rounds of ammunition on the driver’s side floorboard 
of the vehicle and immediately detained the guy. They also found a 
bunch of small baggies on him with fentanyl inside and evidence he was 
probably selling drugs. Silk-Hoaglin was arrested for possession of 
narcotic for sale, transportation of a narcotic for sale, possession of 
ammunition by a prohibited person and committing a felony offense 
while out of custody on bail. He was held on $50,000.00 bail.

2 people in Cloverdale have been arrested for alleged drug sales. 
Cloverdale police say they found a couple of people asleep in a blue 
Dodge Journey in front of a driveway. They say the driver was Maggie 
Tapia of Crescent City who was on active felony probation. She was with 
Anthony Grayson of Ukiah. The two were both arrested after police 
smelled drugs coming out of the car. They searched and found 2 pounds 
of suspected meth and another 3 ounces of suspected fentanyl, plus 
various drug paraphernalia and evidence they may have been 
attempting to sell the drugs. The DEA pegged the suspected fentanyl at 
more than 39,000 lethal doses. The two were booked into Sonoma 
County Jail on multiple felony drug charges on $100,000 bail each.

A cow wandering in traffic has been hit by a couple of cars on Highway 
101 near Willits. The animal was hit by two cars around 10 pm Saturday. 
The cow was reported to be in the center divider of Highway 101 near 
the Willits exit. The owner of the animal was apparently on the way 
there, but it was too late as it was hit in the southbound lane by one 
vehicle. Then it was hit again and at least one person was reportedly 
injured too, per the police scanner calling them, “walking wounded.” 
Mendo Fever reports the CHP had to close the Willits Bypass and 
redirected traffic to Highway 20 for under about an hour.

The Walker Fire which had been burning for about a week and a half is 
100% contained. Fire officials said on Saturday the fire had been 
encircled. It started September 1st south of Willits. Cal Fire put out their 
final report on the incident late Saturday afternoon. The fire burned 
about 109 acres then flared up again to blacken another 15 acres after 
that. Firefighters were still on the scene controlling hot spots and 
mopping up. The cause of the Walker Fire is still being investigated.

A woman arrested for a DUI has been found guilty by a jury. 27-year-old 
Desiree Leilehua Johnson, of Carmichael, was convicted Friday for a 
misdemeanor of driving a motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol, 
and also for driving with a blood alcohol of .08 percent or higher. That’s 
also a misdemeanor. There was also a special allegation against her 
that that blood alcohol measured .15 or greater, and the jury found that 
to be true. It was actually, 3 times the legal limit, at .24.



Sheet1

Page 121

Senate Majority Leader Mike McGuire had a guest with him during a 
virtual town hall on Mpox and the pandemic. Infectious Disease Expert 
Dr. Timothy Brewer from UCLA, appeared with McGuire to answered 
questions Thursday night. At the same time the Mendocino County 
Public Health Dept. confirmed the first case of Mpox last Friday. McGuire 
confirmed the new virus, what had been referred to as monkeypox, is 
now in almost every county in Northern Calif. There are vaccines 
available for those considered at high risk. There is also no evidence, 
they said, that the infection increases your risk of getting COVID, or the 
other way around either. They also advised it’s important to get the 
COVID booster which was just approved, and targets the original strain 
and omicron.

The California Air Resources Board has put out a new climate roadmap 
showing more offshore wind development, climate-friendly housing 
construction, cleaner aviation fuels and reducing miles traveled. The 
changes come as the state tries to remove carbon dioxide from the 
atmosphere and fast track other projects in the state. The draft plan 
released in May from the state shows a bunch of projects the Governor 
hopes to get done to get to carbon neutrality by the year 2045. That 
includes trying to eliminate 91% of fossil fuels at a potential cost of $18 
billion in 2035 and $27 billion in 2045. The air board won’t be doing 
much more as part of the plan until the end of the year.

Four people, including one juvenile have been arrested with a bunch of 
stolen checks and other people’s mail, a felony. The Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office along with Ukiah Police stopped a car on the 500 block of 
North Dora Street and found 2 adults and two teens, Marlen Nunez-
Alvarez, Victor Martinez, Elijah Devinegomes and a 17-year-old male. 
They found over 50 stolen checks, personal documents, and US mail 
which belonged to people living in various parts of the county. They say 
some of the checks had been forged in the name of those arrested. Law 
enforcement officers are working with the US Postal Inspection Service 
to try to contact the victims. The group was arrested for various crimes 
including grand theft and conspiracy and booked into jail and juvenile 
hall.

Another town hall for the Ukiah Unified School District on Developer 
Fees. The meeting is Monday, the 26th, 2 Mondays from now. Ukiah 
Unified staff are hosting the meeting at the Ukiah Unified District Service 
Center where they invite community members to learn about what 
developer fees are and ask any questions. The meeting comes after a 
study by a consultant on the fees which are used to pay school districts 
to ease the impact of new development on school facilities. Nearly a 
decade ago, the school board decided to stop collecting the fees, but 
now the Board wants the Administration to come up with a new 
developer fee study. A draft study was presented to the Ukiah Unified 
Trustees during a public hearing on August 11th. There was one 
community meeting on the matter already. The Board will consider 
reinstating the fees at their meeting next month.
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Another dead whale has washed up on shore on the Mendocino Coast. 
The humpback was found off Fort Bragg this time, by a resident biking 
on the coastal trail. There were a couple of rangers on scene too. Kym 
Kemp reports they were holding back with the location to lessen the 
amount of people milling around as scientists and researchers were on 
the scene figuring out next steps. It comes after a rare, beaked whale 
washed up in Fort Bragg in May, and a sperm whale washed up on 
Portuguese beach near the town of Mendocino. There were also reports 
of a dead mama humpback found at the Point Reyes national seashore.

A small wildfire has been quickly put out outside Ukiah city limits. The 
police scanner blared out that firefighters were responding to a grassfire 
yesterday afternoon by Oak Knoll Road and Fircrest Drive south of city 
limits. It was only about 15 minutes that firefighters had snuffed the 
flames. Mendo Fever reported hearing there had also been a decent 
sized spot fire doused nearby.

The Calif. Legislature approved a grant to workers who lost their jobs 
during lockdown. The $2,500 grants for people who were displaced from 
their jobs due to the pandemic so they can learn a new trade. The first 
3,000 have received the grant this past spring and this summer. The 
state’s opening up the grants again for more people, those in the lower-
income brackets who also lost their jobs or had their hours seriously cut 
during the pandemic. Workers who have kids under 18 will get half of the 
grant money allocated. The state is looking to reach as many as 190,000 
people with the grants, called the Golden State Education and Training 
Grant Program.

California will be the first state in the country to have a ranking system 
for heat waves, much like hurricanes and tornados. The Governor 
signed the law Friday for new regulations for the

California Environmental Protection Agency to come up with the ranking 
system for extreme heat events by Jan. 1, 2025. It was part of a group of 
bills the Governor signed last week to protect residents from the 
oppressive heat that’s been made worse due to climate change. 
Newsom commented that last week’s “unprecedented heat wave” was “a 
painful reminder of the costs and impacts of climate change — and it 
won’t be the last”.

Adventist Health Ukiah Valley hospital reports achieving all three honor 
rolls by Cal Hospital Compare. The hospital is one of only nine to be 
named for excellence in maternity care, opioid stewardship and patient 
safety. The group releases three hospital honor rolls a year to accelerate 
hospital progress, recognize and celebrate hospital performance and 
support patients and families in choosing hospitals that best fit their 
healthcare needs. The Administrator for Adventist Health Ukiah Valley 
says it’s an honor to be recognized for excellent patient care. And the 
Calif. Health & Human Services Secretary says the annual 
measurements through Cal Hospital Compare helps them to applaud 
hospitals doing excellent work and show where improvement is needed.
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The man suspected in the disappearance of a woman from Round 
Valley is out of prison, but in a local jail. Negie Fallis, is believed by 
Khadijah Britton’s family and others, to be involved in her disappearance 
in February of 2018. He’s in Mendocino County jail, and out of federal 
prison after over two years for possession of a firearm by a felon. Fallis 
was booked into jail back in 2018 after being seen holding a gun to 
Britton and forcing her into a car. Charges against him back then 
included kidnapping, assault with a deadly weapon, corporal injury to a 
spouse, and burglary. But the charges were dismissed. He’s been in and 
out prison since. Now he’s accused of violating his Post Release 
Custody Supervision.

Some folks in Santa Rosa and beyond felt some shaking. A magnitude 
4.4 earthquake hit after 6:30 last night and not too far behind was a 3.9. 
The U.S. Geological Survey reported the 4.4 at 6:39 p.m. about 2.4 
miles north-northeast of Santa Rosa and the 3.9 at 6:40 p.m. about 2.3 
miles north of Santa Rosa. Geologists say the temblors hit on the 
Rodgers Creek Fault, which has the potential for an even stronger 
quake. The last bigger earthquakes on the fault were back in 1969 and 
were 5.6 and magnitude 5.7 near Santa Rosa. No injuries or damage 
was reported.

They’re still looking for a permanent police chief in Ukiah after the last 
one was fired. So the City Council has voted to hire an executive 
placement firm to find Chief Noble Waidelich’s replacement. This will be 
the fourth new chief in as many years. 3 head-hunting firms gave 
proposals to the city. City staff and an ad-hoc committee chose Mosaic 
Public Partners out of Placer County. The cost would be $38,000 and 
needs to be added to the budget. The city never told us why Waidelich 
was fired after first being placed on administrative leave for an ongoing 
criminal investigation. The city manager at the time of his firing said he 
was no longer a fit. The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office is investigating 
the former chief.

The Governor has announced the state’s launched a new website to 
help those who need abortions. Abortion.ca.gov is accessible for those 
who need to find an abortion provider and also gives information on 
abortion rights, different types of abortions, paying for the procedure, 
and more. It includes info for California residents and non-residents 
dealing with restrictions or outright bans like in Texas, Tennessee and 
Alabama. The site is in English and Spanish, and the state says it will 
also be translated into other languages too. The site is up a day after 
South Carolina Sen. Lindsey Graham introduced a national ban on 
abortions after 15 weeks of conception.

Three administrative sites on the Mendocino National Forest are being 
temporarily closed for hazardous material cleanup. It’s happening 
through the end of the month at the High Glade lookout, Keller Place 
and Beaver Glade fire station. The closures are to protect the public and 
contractors during the work. They’re asking the public to avoid the 
cleanup operations and if you come upon any heavy equipment on 
forest roads to be cautious. The 2018 Ranch Fire burned the High Glade 
lookout area. The Beaver Glade fire station and historic Keller Place 
cabin burned in the 2020 August Complex.
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It’s been almost 14 years, but the Kelseyville Unified School District 
superintendent is leaving. Dr. Dave McQueen has announced he’s 
retiring next year. That will be after the 2022-23 school year, next June. 
The Kelseyville Unified School District Board of Trustees is looking for 
qualified applicants to take over next July. McQueen says he’s spent his 
entire career and lifetime in the district. And that all of his kids have 
graduated from Kelseyville High. The district will post the 
superintendent’s position this week with the deadline for applications as 
Oct. 12th.

An update is to be delivered to the Clearlake City Council on the 
recreation center feasibility study. The council’s also looking at a mutual 
aid agreement with several other cities in Lake and Mendocino counties 
tomorrow night. The second phase of the Recreation Center Feasibility 
Study will be high up on the agenda, but the mutual aid agreement for 
Clearlake, Lakeport, Fort Bragg, Point Arena, Ukiah and Willits would 
mean the cities and two counties would meet regularly. There, they 
would discuss issues, share ideas and give support with the City of 
Ukiah leading. At the beginning of the meeting the council is meeting 
some dogs up for adoption from the city shelter and read a proclamation 
declaring Sept. 23rd as Native American Day.

Public libraries across the state will be getting a shot in the arm after the 
Governor announced millions in grants for the institutions. Over a quarter 
billion dollars will be distributed to libraries in 172 cities in 34 counties, 
including Lake County. The $254 million is part of the first round of the 
Building Forward Library Improvement Grant Program. It includes nearly 
$1,100,000 for Lake County’s four libraries. In Lakeport, Middletown, 
The Redbud Library and the Upper Lake Library, with the most for 
Lakeport. Newsom says the libraries across Calif. are the “hearts of 
communities across the state and our hubs of learning, discovery, and 
oftentimes — safety”.

They’re hosting a free harvest sharing at the Grange in Willits. One week 
from this Sunday, on Sept. 25th from 9:30 a.m. to noon for all interested. 
There’s also a pancake breakfast the same morning. Head to the back of 
the Grange for the Harvest Sharing. There will be tables accepting 
donations of food related items to give away, plus you can take whatever 
you and your family might need. To top it off, the entire thing is free. 
They’re also inviting herbalists to bring culinary and/or medicinal herbs, 
fresh or dried. They are setting up a table just for that.

Since we’ve had such hot weather, wine country may be threatened. The 
climate crisis, first starting with a deep frost, then hot weather and 
drought have dried out vineyards. Wine-grape production is supposed to 
be down about 4% this year to 3.5 million tons. The USDA reported the 
numbers, which local owners say could mean they have the second-
smallest crop for the last ten years. The last time the harvest was 
damaged since then was due to fires in 2020. Experts say vineyards are 
getting dangerously close to more damage due to even more intense 
and frequent weather disasters.
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A long-time wine maker from the Central Valley has died. The family of 
79-year-old Fred T. Franzia of the Bronco Wine Co. announced he died 
at his home after some health issues they had not shared publicly. The 
Central Valley man is remembered for creating high quality wines at a 
value, including Charles Shaw a/k/a Two Buck Chuck which sold over 1 
billion bottles with the belief that wine should be enjoyed and consumed 
on every American Table.

A woman who disappeared in the Cobb area while picking berries has 
still not been found after a month. 38-year-old Goldie Lee Morse 
vanished from the Black Rock Golf Course August 13th, without even 
taking her shoes. Police say they do not think there was foul play 
involved. Apparently there have been reports of people seeing her that 
night and the next morning, but not again. The Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office reports continuing to find information on what may have happened 
to her. Mendo Fever reports speaking to a friend of Morse’s who says 
while picking berries with her roommate, the roommate left for less than 
a half hour and when they came back they saw only Morse’s shoes.

After the Mendocino County Grand Jury report on Water Insecurity in the 
Redwood Valley County Water District, the Board of Supervisors has 
come up with their mandatory response. The jury said the water district 
has not been able to consistently provide adequate water for customers, 
both residential and commercial. The report also said one of the main 
problems was due to its massive debt, nearly $7 million dollars. The 
money owed to the federal government and has not been paid for 
several decades. The Water District board is apparently set to discuss 
the debt at a meeting today. The jury recommended consolidation with 
other water districts. The Board of Supervisors sent a response to the 
Grand Jury, mostly disagreeing, but also admitting it wasn’t in a position 
to respond to all of the findings.

That dead humpback whale that washed ashore in Fort Bragg will not be 
removed after all. After a visit earlier this week by scientists and 
researchers, it was decided the 26.5-foot juvenile humpback near Glass 
Beach would be left to decompose naturally. The Noyo Center 
responded to the scene and reported to the Mendocino Voice, that there 
can be many benefits from leaving the whale where it is, for one thing, 
creating its own ecosystem where it lies. It is partially in the water, so 
scientists have been challenged to study the animal. They say they will 
continue to evaluate it though, and may take more tissue samples to try 
to determine how it died and its age.

The Governor has signed a new law to help those in the state affected 
by mental health issues. Governor Newsom therefore triggered the new 
CARE Court, which his office called “a paradigm shift” for people with 
severe mental health and substance use crises to get the care and 
services they need. CARE stands for Community Assistance, Recovery, 
and Empowerment Act. As part of the law families, clinicians, first 
responders and others can refer people with disorders like schizophrenia 
or psychosis for help. It will first start in Glenn, Orange, Riverside, San 
Diego, Stanislaus, Tuolumne counties and in San Francisco.
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Amazon is being sued by the State of Calif. The State Attorney General 
Rob Bonta says the company has “stifled its competition for years” and 
blocked the competition with their pricing. He says that has meant 
families have to pay more, so he wants Amazon to “pay the price.” The 
lawsuit is being met with negativity by tech experts who say it doesn’t 
make much sense as consumers try to beat back inflation by shopping 
for the lowest prices. Amazon has previously said sellers set their own 
prices and the company has the right not to spotlight products they feel 
aren’t priced competitively.

The Lake County Sheriff has reported to the Lake County Board of 
Supervisors about a staffing idea. The Board heard Tuesday from Sheriff 
Brian Martin on staffing incentives he wanted to offer because of a 
serious staffing shortage at the agency. He has 17 out of 50 positions 
filled at the moment and another seven people are on leave. He says he 
has one deputy trainee in the training academy, six deputies at the jail, 
three for dispatch and another deputy at the courthouse, but still, it’s not 
nearly enough. He says they don’t have enough people on the street. So 
he proposes adding emergency staff incentive pay, better hiring 
incentives at $15,000 to $20,000 and a new retention incentive. The 
board agreed to talk again about the idea at their meeting next week. 
Also this week PG&E spoke about their vegetation management 
programs and tree mortality issue.

United Disaster Relief of Northern Calif. has won a grant from 100+ 
Women Strong of Inland Mendocino County. At their gathering in late 
spring at Rivino Vineyards the group heard presentations by three 
nonprofits. Then over a hundred local donors gave the thumbs up to 
United Disaster Relief, formerly the Mendo-Lake Complex Fire Relief. 
The head of the nonprofit says the money will help them with their new 
building in Ukiah and spread the word on the organization which started 
after the Valley Fire in Lake County. They help fire survivors who may 
have lost their homes get all of their documents in order, find shelter and 
more.

The COVID mandate across California is no more. As of this Saturday 
workers who aren’t vaccinated don’t need to be tested every week any 
longer. The state Department of Public Health says the number of those 
unprotected is low, and vaccine coverage in high-risk settings is high, 
with as much as 80-percent of people having had their full doses, while 
almost half have received at least one booster shot.

That aftershock that hit less than a minute after Tuesday’s earthquake in 
Santa Rosa was larger than first reported. The U.S. Geological Survey 
upgraded the after-shock from a magnitude three-point-nine to a four-
point-three. The first earthquake was a four-point-four. That one was 
centered two miles northeast of central Santa Rosa. The aftershock was 
centered a mile away. No major damage was done to the city’s 
infrastructure.
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The Ghost Ship disaster in Oakland is back in the news. The guy who 
was the master tenant and is a Lake County resident may be behind 
bars again. You may recall the giant warehouse stuffed to the gills with 
artwork caught fire in 2016 during a party and killed 36 people. Now 
Derick Almena has to come back to court after his home was searched 
showing he had violated conditions of his probation by possessing 
weapons. He’s been on probation after he was found guilty in the fire for 
involuntary manslaughter. He asked at the time for his supervision to be 
transferred to Mendocino County. Probation officers have reported 
finding several weapons, including a machete, bows and arrows, and 
ammunition, all against the terms of his supervision. Prosecutors say 
they’re looking to revoke the deal so that could mean prison time for 
Almena who’s been ordered to appear, one week from tomorrow, back in 
Oakland.

It’s the 75th anniversary of the Wildlife Conservation Board which was 
created years back by the Caif. Legislature. The board works with 
conservation groups, government agencies and residents of the state to 
protect biodiversity, increase climate resiliency and provide access for all 
under the umbrella of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW). The three main pillars they work under, finding land to acquire, 
habitat restoration and developing wildlife-oriented public access 
facilities. Right now they’re focused on protecting biodiversity, climate 
resilience, disadvantaged communities and protecting 30 percent of land 
and coastal waters by 2030.

Starting this weekend if you’re visiting any healthcare, acute care or 
skilled nursing facility in the state the COVID restrictions are over. The 
only thing you will have to do starting tomorrow, is continue to mask up. 
The facilities themselves must maintain the current infection prevention 
practices for vulnerable populations. Testing should also be offered for 
the public if it’s required by the state in the future again.  Screening 
testing for those entering the facilities is no longer required by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in general community 
settings. The state has administered almost 80 million doses of the 
vaccine by now, with at least 80% of residents getting at least one dose. 
The state has had about 10,350,000 cases since the start of the 
pandemic and almost 95,000 deaths. Those unvaccinated are much 
more likely to die from the virus.

A woman in Hopland reports finding a rattlesnake in the cab of her truck. 
Yesterday afternoon, Erica Franklin told Mendo Fever she was preparing 
to run errands and as she went to put her puppy in the truck, she 
encountered the snake coiled up on the middle console. She says she’s 
unsure how the rattler got into the truck, which shed its skin in the truck 
while she wasn’t around. She says the car was secure and locked.

A fire has ignited in the tiny coastal town of Mendocino.  Firefighters also 
found someone inside who had been burned and got them to a hospital. 
The 52-year-old man was reportedly inside the home for about 5 – 10 
minutes as the fire started. No word on his condition or how the fire 
started.
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The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is trying to get their hands 
around what has been described as a financial crisis. Last month the 
board asked for help from the state after Supervisor Ted Williams said 
he hadn’t seen a credible financial report in his three years on the board. 
This week they met with the State Controller who informed the Board 
needs to take control and make official requests to the auditor, which 
they’ve done. They also said if some of the work was beyond local 
capabilities, they could hire outside help since many departments are 
seriously short staffed. The auditor chaffed, saying the CEO’s office has 
the same capabilities accused the board of trying to “break her will” just 
after she took the job. More to come, we’re sure…

Some folks are speaking out about the name of a local marijuana 
dispensary. The Daily Journal reports the building on Talmage and 
South State St. houses the shop called “Cookies”. Some say it could be 
a magnet for kids who don’t know they actually sell weed there. A 
resident spoke out at the last City Council meeting saying the City of 
Ukiah may want to rethink the name saying it reminds him of the Cookie 
Monster character from Sesame Street, which he called outright 
marketing to kids. Someone representing the business though says the 
“brand identity and artwork was designed to have an adult appreciation 
and appeal.”

We’ve got a new historic fire in California. The Mosquito Fire has now 
overtaken all others this year to be named the biggest in the state as it’s 
still only 20% contained. The fire ignited in the Sierra Nevada foothills 
September 6th and is threatening thousands of homes, and some 
historic giant sequoias. This weekend the state is supposed to be getting 
some rain, but not much, however that could put a dent in containment 
for the fire straddling Placer and El Dorado counties. But Cal Fire says 
with the rainstorm, comes wind. 70 homes have been destroyed by the 
fire. Fire officials say they expect the fire to continuing growing.

A man from Lake County found guilty of multiple sex assaults is getting a 
new trial. The motion for 36-year-old Antonio Magalhaes of Nice who 
was arrested two years ago. He’s accused of assaulting two people over 
six months in 2018 and 19. One he allegedly broke into a home and 
raped a woman, then raped a second woman the following year. He was 
found guilty this spring of several crimes including, assault with intent to 
commit sodomy while committing a first degree burglary; sodomy by 
force and rape of an intoxicated, unconscious person. He was set to be 
sentenced in July and was facing 38 years, but his lawyer asked for a 
new trial due to evidence related issues, where a witness supposedly 
didn’t finish testifying on cross examination. They’re back in court 
Tuesday.

The Governor has signed a new law he says will protect the health and 
wellbeing of kids. It’s the nation’s first online safety bill and will require 
sites and apps to consider the best interest of children. It will ban certain 
features that put kids at risk, like strangers messaging each other. Sites 
likely used by kids must also turn on the highest privacy settings by 
design and default.
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Another case of Mpox has been reported in the state. A health care 
worker, a first for the nation, was apparently exposed on the job in Los 
Angeles County. That’s where California’s first monkeypox death was 
recently confirmed too. The CDC recommends people get vaccinated if 
they’re in contact with someone who has disease or know a sexual 
partner was diagnosed in the past two weeks.

The pair of earthquakes in Santa Rosa earlier this week may have 
exposed an issue with the earthquake early warning system. Several 
residents have reported receiving English Shake Alerts and other 
wireless emergency alerts on their cellphones, but they signed up to get 
them in Spanish. Sonoma County officials say it’s an important safety 
issue. Social media posts show there may be more people than we know 
who had the issue, but some just didn’t report a problem with the Shake 
Alerts which come direct from the U.S. Geological Survey and broadcast 
from cell towers.

That woman from Northern California who faked her own kidnapping and 
was actually with an ex-boyfriend is back to court. Sherri Papini, a 
married mom of two from Redding faces jail time for the phony abduction 
story in 2016. She claimed she was snatched by a couple of Hispanic 
women who branded her. But then admitted she was with her ex in San 
Diego. Her lawyer claims she is disturbed and feels disgraced, but 
should be able to serve at home, but prosecutors are looking at jail time 
of up to eight months along with $300,000 in restitution to pay for 
searchers and the whole operation to find her after her “well-planned and 
sophisticated scheme”.

It’s Suicide Prevention Month and Lake County health officials are 
reminding how important it is to have those sometimes uncomfortable, 
but important conversations with friends or family members about it. 
Suicide is one of the leading causes of death in the United States.  And 
nearly 46,000 people died due to self-directed injury in 2020 alone in the 
country.  It was the second leading cause of death in people 10-14 and 
25-32, third among those 15-24, and fourth for individuals aged 35-44. In 
Lake County untreated mental health or substance use conditions can 
contribute to suicides, and services are available.  Information on Lake 
County Behavioral Health Services’ programs and offerings is accessible 
here:

http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Page776.aspx

Two local elementary schools have received prestigious recognition. 
Yokayo Elementary received Gold, and Grace Hudson Elementary 
received Silver from the California PBIS Coalition. The awards are for 
putting Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) programs 
in place in over 10,500 public schools for almost 6 million students in 
California; only 430 schools received a Gold level award, and 504 
received Silver awards. PBIS helps administrators and faculty encourage 
good behavior and improve student learning. Yokayo implemented the 
national character education program called Character Counts ; and 
Grace Hudson’s program is focused on three rules: Be responsible/Ser 
responsable, Be respectful/Ser respetuoso, and Be Safe/Ser seguro.

http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Page776.aspx
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It’s the final push for folks to fill out the disaster recovery study in 
Mendocino County. Prevention, Recovery, Resiliency, and Mitigation 
Division (PRRM) is requesting the survey be filled out by those who may 
have been victims of wildfires, past or present, and not only those who 
had direct impact caused by the 2017, 2018, 2020, and 2021 wildfire 
disasters. The agency wants the entire community to identify, track, and 
address remaining unmet needs, plan for future recovery, resiliency, and 
mitigation projects, and update the County Recovery Plan. Responses 
are totally anonymous and inform for what sorts of projects the recovery 
team pursues for the next three to five years. The survey is available 
until the end of this month.

To complete the survey, please visit: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MendoDisasterRecovery

In Lake County, they have released the 2022 Draft Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan (CWPP). The Lake County Fire Safe Council, Lake 
County Community Risk Reduction Authority, Lake County Resource 
Conservation District (RCD), Clear Lake Environmental Research 
Center, Lake County’s Fire Protection Districts and members of the Lake 
County Fire Chiefs Association have all worked on the plan. While they 
worked on it in the early stages, they got feedback in public meetings of 
Municipal Advisory Councils and other community groups. You can 
check it out online and comment on it there.

Click to access 2022CCWPP_Draft.pdf

The county is also looking for Government-to-Government feedback. 
After a workshop last Wednesday with government entities interested in 
“Government-to-Government” after the Draft 2022 Lake County 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP). The county is looking for 
feedback for 2 weeks, ending at the end of the month.

For written Government-to-Government input to be considered prior to 
our upcoming Public-facing CWPP Workshop, please submit your 
comments to Matthew.Rothstein@lakecountyca.gov no later than Close 
of Business Friday, September 30.

The Mendocino County Public Health Officer is rescinding a public 
health order requiring certain workers to be vaccinated. The last health 
order was from April 25th requiring either inoculations to protect against 
COVID, or weekly testing. The new health order says employers, 
employees, and places of employment must follow Cal Osha guidelines. 
But effective on Saturday Dr. Andy Coren is rescinding mandated 
COVID-19 testing for workers who asked for exemptions for medical 
reasons or religious beliefs in certain settings. There are however some 
types of healthcare settings where workers will still need to follow the old 
restrictions. Coren also said he’d defer to the state for any new 
guidelines that may come out.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MendoDisasterRecovery
http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Assets/County+Site/Fire+Safe+Council/cwpp/2022CCWPP_Draft.pdf
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The Governor has signed a package of bills into law to fight back the 
climate crisis. As some spots across the state a couple of weeks ago 
rose to at least 10 degrees over normal for September days, Newsom 
signed 40 climate bills into law. Some require 90% of the state’s 
electricity comes from renewable energy and zero-carbon sources. 
That’s up from the current 59%. The bills also cut all new oil and gas 
drilling if it’s within 3,200 feet of schools, homes, apartments, parks, and 
public-facing businesses; and the package sets goals for the state to be 
totally carbon neutral by 2045.

For the second month in a row, the Lucerne Area Town Hall has asked 
for the public to weigh in on the Elijah House. They voted unanimously to 
put a formal complaint into the Lake County Civil Grand Jury on behalf of 
the Northshore based Advisory Council. It comes after some employees 
were suspended without a pay for more than a week and the shelter 
closed abruptly last month leaving several residents without shelter. A 
victim advocate came to speak out at the town hall about the issue. 
Apparently there were several residents at the home which provides 
transitional jobs in several Northern California counties including 
Mendocino, Contra Costa and Humboldt. All of the suspended 
employees were allowed to return to work a week later.

The Pear Festival is back in Kelseyville. The Kelseyville Pear Festival 
which uses the slogan, “Catch the Magic” has re-emerged after the 
pandemic lockdown days. The event started as a small street fair nearly 
30 years ago. Organizers say they get more then 10,000 people/year 
visiting the village of Kelseyville for the annual event. The Kelseyville 
Pear Festival is also coined as the largest one-day event in Lake County 
and it’s all happening this Saturday. There’s even a billboard outside of 
town now, touting Kelseyville as the “Pear Capital of the World”. The 
Kelseyville Pear Festival Committee had to cancel back in 2020 due to 
lockdowns, then again in 2021 after consulting with medical experts. 
This year is the 28th Kelseyville Pear Festival, after the first ever back in 
1993.

A man who attacked an elderly woman in a shopping center in Willits a 
year ago has been sentenced to 15 years behind bars. Last Friday 24 
year old Jose Miguel Perez was sent to prison for the October 2021 
incident, caught on surveillance cameras in the area. It showed Perez 
attacked a frail woman unknown to him, and viciously beat her, then 
drag her behind a grocery store at the shopping center. He apparently 
tried to rape her and left her for dead, but someone came along on a 
bike and called 911 to get her help. Perez was found guilty in April for 
felony kidnapping with the intent to commit rape and felony assault by 
force likely to cause great bodily injury. He also admitted a sentencing 
enhancement of inflicting great bodily injury that caused the victim to 
lose consciousness due to a traumatic brain injury. The victim was 
present during the sentencing Friday and made a statement.
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The City of Ukiah’s Draft 2040 General Plan has been released. The 
city’s asking for the public’s input during a public review this Thursday 
between 5:30 and 7:00 p.m. It’s at the Ukiah Valley Conference Center 
on 200 South School Street with the presentation starting about 5:45 
p.m. with a Q & A after with 2040 General Plan staff planners. The notes 
taken at the meeting will then be sent off to the Planning Commission 
and City Council. You can check it all out at the city’s General Plan 
update site, http://www.Ukiah2040.com.

Police are searching for whoever may have shot at a window of a home 
in Fort Bragg. Mendo Fever reports it happened Friday night about 8 pm 
on Myrtle St., then not that much later, another report of shots fired on 
Main St. where a business reported two of their windows were hit by 
bullets. Later, a car was also reportedly hit. Police have not found much 
in the way of evidence so far, but they did find it was one firearm that 
was used. They’re not sure if it came from a car, or someone was 
walking with a weapon.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors will be taking up the idea of 
incentives for the sheriff’s dept. to hire new staff members. The board is 
considering a resolution brought to them by the Sheriff himself to offer 
incentives to get more staff on board for patrol and to work in dispatch 
and at the jail. The board is reportedly considering using cannabis 
money to pay for it. They will also take a stab at a response to the 2021-
22 Grand Jury Final Report.

It’s back to the drawing board again for the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors on finances. In the morning, the board is hearing a 
presentation on the Fiscal Year 2020/21 Financial Report. The Board will 
give direction to staff if needed. Then it’s on to the possibility of 
Mendocino County Public Employees getting new health plans from 
PRISMHealth. The Board is looking at buying Fully Funded Health Care 
Plans and Membership in the PRISM Employee Benefits Program for a 
dental program for employees and their dependents. They’re also going 
department by department to see if any positions that have not been 
filled due to staffing shortages can just be eliminated entirely.

After that giant rainstorm over the weekend, we could see more. The 
National Weather Service reported heavy rain near the Mendocino and 
Sonoma County line and in some places as much as 3.5 inches fell. 
Forecasters say the Yorkville area in southern Mendocino County saw 
the most. Along the coast much less rain fell, but the welcomed moisture 
was as much as 2 inches in some spots. The Airport got nearly 2 inches 
and was just below the record rainfall for Sunday’s date. The Weather 
Service is also predicting more potential rain with thunderstorms into 
tomorrow.

http://www.ukiah2040.com/
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The latest Calif. Coastal Cleanup Day was a success. Tens of thousands 
of residents across the state came out last Saturday for the 38th Annual 
California Coastal Cleanup Day. It’s said to be the single biggest yearly 
volunteer event. The California Coastal Commission has been 
sponsoring the event which was back to pre-pandemic work. Over the 
last two years it was self-guided. Not this year though as there were over 
600 in-person cleanup sites across California and they were reported to 
be near or at full capacity. They were plucking tons of trash off beaches, 
shorelines, and waterways in almost every one of the state’s 58 
counties.

State Senator Mike McGuire is applauding the package of bills the 
Governor signed investing in climate action. He commented that the bills 
the Legislature passed along with setting up a $54 billion climate action 
budget, will speed up the state’s clean energy policy goals. McGuire 
spoke at a press availability last Friday with the Governor and other 
legislators in Vallejo. McGuire did say however that more work is needed 
but what Newsom signed last week was, “some of the most 
consequential action taken by this state to tackle the climate crisis in 
decades”.

Those in California suffering through the high gas prices could soon see 
relief. After several months of waiting, the state is offering a tax refund. 
The one time payments could total up to as much as $1,050 for some. 
The $9.5 billion rebate package will be distributed between next month 
and January. The Governor and Legislators agreed to a deal for the 
rebates this summer as gas prices exploded and inflation took hold. 
Governor Newsom reportedly wanted to start the payments sooner, 
when gas hit an average of over $6/gallon, but lawmakers continued 
working on who could get the refunds and how much they would be.

The state is working to align marijuana use with alcohol, by telling 
businesses they cannot use a workers offsite or outside-of-work use for 
hiring or firing decisions. On Sunday the Governor signed a bill into law 
which says employers may not discriminate against staff members who 
use marijuana outside of work hours and away from the workplace. It 
goes into effect in 2024. California will be the 7th state in the nation to 
put a similar law in place, prohibiting employers employment decisions to 
be based on a drug test that does not show they’re currently impaired. 
Some advocates say urine tests are a highly offensive invasion of a 
worker’s bodily privacy. The law does however still allow drug screening 
to be used for hiring at some jobs.

The old Eagles Hall in Fort Bragg is being refurbished by the Skunk 
Train operator. Efstathios Pappas and his wife Miranda are apparently 
going to live there after giving the old building a major facelift. They 
could also offer it for recreational use for rent too. They closed escrow 
on the property last week. The General Manager of the California 
Western Railroad and the Skunk Train since April apparently saw the 
building and plunked down the money. The hall goes back to the early 
1900’s. It was the local chapter of the Socialist Party of America at one 
time. It was built with materials paid for with “comrade loans” and 
constructed by volunteer labor.
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Tissue samples have been taken from a dead humpback whale that 
washed ashore near Glass Beach in Fort Bragg last week. Scientists 
from the NOYO Center decided not to remove the 25 ½ foot long animal, 
instead they took a fin which is currently composting to allow some of it 
to deteriorate and later display the bones and flipper at the Center for 
Marine Science. Mendo Voice reports there was a team from Mendocino 
Equine and Livestock at the site too. They brought an X-ray machine for 
the fin to help the Noyo Center know how to properly position the bones. 
And CalPoly Humboldt researchers did a necropsy to see how it died.

After an armed robbery report in Garberville, the Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s office reported chasing a couple of suspects over the 
Humboldt/Mendocino County line but didn’t catch them right away. 
Someone called to report the crime and gave deputies a description of 
the car the pair were in. Deputies tried to stop them, but they kept going 
and Deputies lost them because it was unsafe to keep up. More 
Deputies at the home where the crime happened found a guest had 
been there from Los Angeles and assaulted the resident, holding him at 
gunpoint. Corey Brim and Daylen Hamilton were later identified as the 
two men who were on the run. Cops from Mendocino and Lake Counties 
were involved in the pursuit of the suspects’ along with the Highway 
Patrol. The two were finally arrested in Lake County by the CHP on 
various charges including assault with a firearm, battery with serious 
bodily injury and resisting or reckless evading of a peace officer.

After reports a couple of people were seen looking into cars and 
checking their doors, two people have been arrested. Mendocino County 
Deputies say they got a call by a couple of victims, a man and woman 
who heard shots fired and saw people looking into cars. The two people 
who called in the incident say they were home with another woman who 
said her car was broken into, so the man checked his surveillance 
cameras and saw two or three people getting into two cars on their 
property. He tried to locate the suspects, but says he heard loud noises 
and saw flashes from gunshots or fireworks, but still caught the 16-year-
old who was found with stolen property. Another teen, 18-year-old 
Gabriel Hailey-Ruiz, was found with a gun. The two were arrested for 
several crimes including carrying an unregistered firearm, conspiracy to 
commit a crime and discharging a firearm in a grossly negligent manner.

Because of complaints about wild pigs causing damage across 
California, the California Fish and Game Commission and California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) are hosting a virtual public 
forum to find ways to stop it. The forum is tomorrow on Zoom from 9am – 
1pm. Those hosting will discuss wild pigs with experts in the field and 
look at possible solutions. They say they’re looking forward to a 
respectful discussion and meaningful dialogue with residents, hunters 
and all others who are interested or have concerns about the animals.  
There will be two discussions on issues and concerns, then possible 
solutions.

Commission website (fgc.ca.gov/meetings/2022) to learn how to join the 
forum.
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A woman from Fort Bragg and two youngsters with her have been 
injured in a solo car crash due to wet roads. The CHP reported Highway 
20 was soaked after a downpour and the female driver slid off State 
Route 20 Sunday, falling more than 100′ down an embankment. The 
woman is in the hospital with major injuries. The CHP says it happened 
west of James Creek. The driver was headed west and slid across the 
double yellow lines. The car then flew off the highway and down the 
embankment. CAL FIRE and the Little Lake Fire District responded and 
sent down a hoist for rope rescue. The two kids in the car had minor to 
moderate injuries. All three were taken to Howard Memorial Hospital in 
Willits.

After the controversy about the Florida Governor flying migrants to 
Martha’s Vineyard, now we hear there were a group from Venezuela 
flown from Texas to Sacramento. Reports say the 8 of them arrived with, 
not a lot of money, some without shoes, and some said they had no idea 
who paid for them to fly to Calif. They had apparently crossed the border 
into Laredo, Texas, thinking they were headed to New York, Florida or 
Utah. They also say they have no contacts in California. They were also 
supposedly sent to a closed office building in Sacramento, not a shelter, 
by I.C.E. The Governor of Texas says his office had nothing to do with 
the transfer.

Plowshares is hosting a community dining event. The Empty Bowls 
event is happening in 3 weekends, Saturday, Oct. 8th. Each fundraising 
ticket is $75 and includes a hand-crafted bowl by a local artist, a bottle of 
wine or pack of beer, soup, tri-tip dinner, and dessert for two. You can 
also purchase a VIP ticket for $100 with the bowl created by Jan 
Hoyman, along with all the same as the lower priced ticket. All of the 
money raised goes to support Plowshares’ programs and to help fulfill 
their mission “that no one in our community go hungry.”

For tickets or more information, visit the website at 
http://www.plowsharesfeeds.org or call the office (located at 1346 S. 
State St) at 707-462-8582, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Those running for Ukiah City Council will be on a panel for the public to 
hear their platforms. The Candidate Forum is next Monday, Sept. 26th. 
Those in attendance will also hear from a representative for each of 
Measure O and Measure P which will also appear on the November 
ballot. The forum is co-sponsored by the Mendocino County Women’s 
Political Coalition and the American Association of University Women. 
Wendy DeWitt will be the moderator. The Event at the Ukiah City Council 
Chambers at 6 p.m.

It’s been a minute… what was the biggest fire in the state of Calif. at one 
time, is almost totally contained. The Six Rivers Lightning Complex is 
now 97% contained after burning nearly 41,600 acres. Fire officials say 
they don’t expect what had been a massive inferno to grow anymore. 
The rain last weekend helped, along with cooler temperatures and 
almost 100% humidity. Firefighters will stay on scene to mop-up and 
watch for hot spots, but say they don’t expect any explosive growth as 
we head into fall. There are also no more evacuation warnings or orders 
in place. The fire started August 5th around midnight.

http://www.plowsharesfeeds.org/
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A young man from Cobb is facing prison time for attempted murder and 
various other crimes. 23-year-old Hunter Christian Toles faces two 
counts of attempted murder, three counts of assault with firearm on 
person, battery with serious bodily injury and abuse after a June incident 
where a woman reported being shot and identified Toles as the suspect. 
The woman had non-life threatening injuries and Toles was found at a 
home nearby and jailed on $3,085,000 bail. The next court date is next 
Friday and the preliminary hearing was set for Oct. 5th. The case was 
continued after Toles’ lawyer asked due to outstanding discovery.

A Charter School in Lake County’s having a fundraiser ahead of their 
opening next year. The Waldorf-inspired Shade Canyon School will be 
free for students. The Harvest Dinner and Silent Auction is one week 
from Saturday, Oct. 1st at the Peace and Plenty Farm in Kelseyville. The 
founders were introduced by a mutual friend who knew the two wanted 
to create this type of school in Lake County. Morgan Chinnock and 
Savannah Mitchell both have backgrounds in education and say their 
programs will meet students where they’re at, focusing on community, 
relationship-based learning, and nature connection.

There’s an open seat on the Lakeport City Council no more. The council 
appointed a former member Tuesday night to fill an opening, then moved 
on to business. After they briefly met with Bob Rumfelt and George 
Spurr, they went with Spurr for the seat Mireya Turner just resigned from 
so she could become the permanent Lake County Community 
Development Department Director. Rumfelt was on the council 16 years, 
last in 2010. And Spurr was on one term which ended in 2020. Spurr 
was appointed for three months. Those interested in running in 
November will have to be write-in candidates and have until Oct. 25th to 
sign up.

A woman from Willits has been arrested after a traffic stop in Ukiah. Deputies say 
Brittney Bouley was the owner of the car but was not the driver. She approached on 
foot to check on the driver and was arrested because she had a warrant for her arrest. 
She was being held on $25,000.00 bail.

The Veterans Stand Down event is being held in Lake County. Vet Connect are hosting 
the yearly event so that local vets and active military personnel who are homeless, 
experiencing uncertain housing or are vulnerable in other ways get the help they need. 
The event today from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the Lake County Fairgrounds. Veterans 
need to show their ID cards and Lake Transit is offering veterans free rides to the 
Stand Down. Lunch is also being served by Vet Connect volunteers. The resources 
being offered include disability services, DMV, housing, homeless assistance, 
emergency preparedness, substance abuse counseling services, employment help and 
child support assistance.

A man from Nice has been arrested after a routine patrol turned up a load of crimes. 
Deputies say they tried to stop the car for code violations September 12th, and say the 
driver pulled into
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dirt turn out and got out of the car. Deputies identified him as Thomas Stricklin who did 
not have a valid driver license and his registration was expired. Inside the car was 
suspected methamphetamine, marijuana and a large amount of cash. They say he was 
probably going to try to sell the drugs, so they towed his car, and arrested him. He’s 
charged with various crimes, including Felony – Possession and Transportation of 
Controlled Substance for Sale, Misdemeanor – Possession of Marijuana for Sale and 
Felony – Possession and Transportation of Controlled Substance. He’s held on 
$25,000 bail.

A sex offender in Ukiah has been arrested for not registering and violating his parole. 
Deputies arrested 41-year-old Kenneth Dewitt after a call about illegal camping in a 
motor home. Deputies say they had to leave because they got another call for service, 
at the same time dispatch informed Dewitt was a sex registrant who had not followed 
the law and registered where he was. They found him later, believing he did not meet 
the deadline for his annual registration and also a 30-day registration as a transient. He 
was also on parole so he was arrested and held without bail for being a Sex Offender 
who Failed To Register, Sex Offender Failed To Register Transient and for violating his 
parole.

A group of wineries all involved in one organization; WineAmerica have released a new 
study on the industry that says it will bring in over $276 billion to the American 
economy this year. The new study by an economic research firm and co-sponsored by 
WineAmerica was touted by Congressman Mike Thompson along with Congressman 
Dan Newhouse of Washington. The two are Co-chairs of the Congressional Wine 
Caucus. The study also says the industry has 1.84 million jobs and pays over $90 
billion dollars in wages. The study shows wine is produced in all 50 states. Thompson 
says it also provides unique tourism opportunities and contributes to local economies.

Intro: California needs tens of thousands of workers over six years to continue building 
a broadband network that brings high-speed internet to underserved areas. The federal 
government is awarding almost 6 million dollars to the Communications Workers of 
America to supercharge their workforce training program. Frank Arce with the C-W-A 
says the union is partnering with the Chabot-Las Positas (shuh-BOW las poe-ZEE-tus) 
Community College District in the Bay Area to expand their apprenticeship program.

:09  "We're 
planning on 
focusing on 
underserved 
communities, 
really making 
sure it's a 
locally based 
workforce, 
people of 
color, 
women, 
veterans, 
and young 
people. "
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Tag: The plan is to open three more paid apprenticeship training programs over the 
next few years in the Fresno, Chico and L-A areas. The state is set to allocate more 
than 5 billion dollars to extend high speed internet in rural areas. And the Infrastructure 
Act will send hundreds of millions in federal funds to bolster the effort.

Second Cut: Arce says the grant also will allow C-W-A to partner with employers to lift 
up working families.

:12  "It’s a 
great 
opportunity 
for people to 
get some 
skills and set 
themselves 
into a solid 
middle-class 
job. We're 
taking 
advantage of 
this 
opportunity 
that we're 
building our 
infrastructure 
in the 
country to 
see if we can 
get some 
Californians 
out to work."

Tag: Arce says in the past, unscrupulous subcontractors working for telecom 
companies have cut corners and treated workers poorly. But he adds, this publicly 
funded program will raise the standards to require high-quality materials, workmanship 
and employee benefits.

That crazy heatwave a couple of weeks ago made history, as we know. Ukiah was 117 
one day, an all-time high. Plus, it stayed over 100 degrees for days on end, it seemed 
in inland Mendocino County. The Mendocino County Public Health Office is warning it 
could happen again. Mendocino Voice reports Social Services staff made hundreds of 
calls to make sure those without shelter, those getting in-home support, at-risk youth, 
foster families, and PG&E medical baseline customers were contacted. Public Health 
told the news site they were concerned mostly about lower-income families and 
individuals and finding ways to stay in touch with them. There were cooling stations 
during the hottest hours of the day but only if there are more than 3 days above 100. 
The news site also reports the state is coming up with new protocols for these 
heatwaves, which are sure to continue.
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That woman from Redding who faked her own kidnapping is going to prison for 18 
months. Now that the sentencing occurred video has been released of Sherri Papini 
and her husband with detectives at the Shasta County Sheriff’s Office from Aug. of 
2020 when she was found to be lying. Detectives told Papini who supposed 
kidnappers, 2 Hispanic women would not be found because she was actually with her 
ex-boyfriend who she asked to come get her in Redding and bring her to his home in 
Costa Mesa. And that he told detectives was the real story. After that her husband left 
the room. He filed for divorce this fall and has sole custody of their kids. Papini was 
charged with lying to the FBI and fraud.

The massive Mosquito Fire is still burning, but the rain that came down has helped 
build more containment. More residents have also been allowed to come home after 
the fire burned over 76,400 acres. There was a risk of flash flooding early this week 
though — over the burn scar. The fire is 49% contained with acreage mostly holding. 
At one time over 11,000 residents were evacuated. There are still several thousand 
firefighters on the scene putting out hot spots on the fire which started two weeks ago. 
There is warmer weather coming today, so Cal Fire reports being cautious. The 
Mosquito is California’s largest fire of 2022 so far. Nearly 80 homes have been 
destroyed and 13 others were damaged.

A man riding his bike on Main Street in Willits had major injuries after an accident. 
Police say the man was headed south, then snaked quickly across the street getting 
clipped by a car. He was thrown from the bike and hit his head on the ground, 
sustaining major head injuries. The bicyclist is still in a coma at a hospital in Santa 
Rosa. At the time kids were going to school so the street was pretty busy. Baechtel 
Grove Middle School posted on social media that some students saw the accident 
happen and they were providing counselors for any student in need. Police said the 
man was known to cruise around town on his bike and they had no permanent address 
for him.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors has released their response to the latest Civil 
Grand Jury Report saying they didn’t agree with all of the recommendations, but they 
valued the work done. The report on the Mt. Konocti Fire Tower which needs work. 
With that the Board said they may re-lease it or acquire it from Cal Fire if the state 
won’t fix it. They said they may make it a fixture in the park for its historic value and 
since the state has been putting billions of dollars into fire work, staffing the tower is not 
that expensive. There were also many other sections of the report on cannabis income, 
managing feral cats, and buying a mobile van for animal shelter staff for vaccination 
and sterilizations. The report also covered local disaster agencies which the Board of 
Supervisors also didn’t entirely agree on how to work within the requested changes.

The Federal Government’s stimulus after the start of the pandemic will be used to build 
a sustainable fuel processing facility for the Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians. The 
Department of Commerce is distributing $5 million from the American Rescue Plan to 
the Scotts Valley Band of Pomos in Kelseyville to help the tribe with renewable energy 
through the American Rescue Plan’s Indigenous Communities program. The money to 
pay for site work and buying equipment for a woody biomass processing facility. The 
work to bring the community firewood, pellet-based fuels, and other bioenergy 
products. The governor says the investment will help the tribe bolster their community’s 
economic and climate resilience.



Sheet1

Page 140

09/23/22

An investigation is being requested in Lucerne into the Elijah House. The Record Bee 
reports the shelter which had been operating out of the old Juvenile Hall had residents 
from various Northern California counties including Mendocino cleaning highways as 
part of their Back 2 Work Program for transitional residents from local shelters. The 
program was apparently in partnership with Caltrans and the Butte County Office of 
Education. But Lake County was not listed as being part of the program, even though 
Elijah House workers were transported from Lakeport and Ukiah to work on the 
highways. The Lucerne Area Townhall is asking their chairman to file an official 
complaint with the Civil Grand Jury about this, the official paperwork on the Elijah 
House nonprofit being out of date and reports they may have mistreated crew 
members, which included claims of sexual harassment and wages withheld.

Two teens have been arrested for arson for an August fire near Costco 
in Ukiah. The fire broke out August 22 in a dry field east of Airport Road. 
The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority quickly contained it and no structures 
were damaged. But Ukiah Police say witnesses saw someone fire a 
distress flare into the field from a car with three teens in it and then take 
off. Using their FLOCK license plate recognition camera system, police 
found the car a few days later and arrested a 17-year-old for arson 
during a state emergency and conspiracy. This week a second suspect, 
18-year-old Gabriel Ruiz, was arrested by Mendocino Deputies on 
unrelated charges but Ukiah Police added arson and conspiracy. The 
third suspect – said to be a juvenile – has not yet been found.

Bower Park in Gualala will be getting much needed upgrades thanks to a 
$2.2 million cash influx from the State. Mendocino County has been 
allocated the money to address what they call critical needs that focus 
on the park’s safety such as hazardous tree removal, fire mitigation, 
ADA improvements, and installing electricity. While that work gets 
underway, the County will work on the next phase of the improvement 
plan by doing community outreach to see what upgrades the park users 
would like to see. Assemblymember Jim Wood of Healdsburg says he 
helped get the budget allocation done after learning from a local resident 
that Bower Park had been closed because of safety issues forcing 
residents to drive nearly an hour to the next closest park.

The 94th Annual Mendocino County Fair and Apple Show gets 
underway today at the fairgrounds in Boonville. The fair is open from 9 
a.m. to midnight with tickets $10 for adults, $8 for juniors 13-18, $6 for 
children 7-12 and free for children age 6 and under. Tickets for seniors 
65 and over are $6 and today only all kids 12 and under will be admitted 
free. Events include the Apple Bowl Varsity Football game tonight at 5 
p.m. the C.C.P.R.A. Rodeos Saturday night at 8 p.m., the Sheep Dog 
Trials Sunday at 10 a.m. and the parade will be Sunday at Noon along 
Highway 128.

The Lucerne Elementary School District is getting a piece of nearly $34 
million in state funding to upgrade early education facilities across the 
state. The State Allocation Board announced the funding for 11 projects 
within 11 school districts across the state with Lake County News 
reporting Lucerne Elementary will get just over $2 million. The 
Superintendent says the money will go to build two new kindergarten 
classrooms.
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The Mendocino College Art Gallery is hosting a Faculty Art Exhibition 
next month. The exhibition highlights the diverse talents of the College’s 
instructors with a dynamic selection of sculpture, ceramics, painting, 
drawing, mixed-media, photography, and woodworking. 18 faculty 
members, representing the college’s four campuses and the Krenov fine 
woodworking school are participating. The opening is on Tuesday, 
October 4th although Ukiah Symphony ticket holders get early access on 
October 1st and 2nd.

There’s a free Harvest Sharing at the Willis Grange on Sunday. It’s from 
9:30 a.m. to Noon at the Little Lake Grange which is at 291 School 
Street. The Harvest sharing is a free event being held at the same time 
as the Grange Pancake Breakfast. The Harvest Sharing will be outside 
in the back of the Grange with tables ready for donations of food related 
items to give away to all who need it, and you can bring extra harvest 
from your garden as well as food related items like extra dried or home 
canned goods. There will also be a table for herbalists to swap culinary 
and medicinal herbs.

California is getting some wildfire risk prevention help from the federal 
government. On Thursday, the Department of the Interior announced 
that it is using $7.5 million from the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law passed 
earlier this year to support projects to mitigate risk and rehabilitate 
burned areas on nearly 10,000 acres across California. It will also 
increase support to the Joint Fire Science Program which is an 
interagency partnership with the USDA Forest Service that funds wildfire 
science research projects.

The California Department of Public Health is asking school leaders to 
be on the lookout for “rainbow fentanyl”. In a 
letter to all superintendents and charter school administrators this week, 
CDPH warned that “rainbow fentanyl” is the same potentially fatal drug 
that has been wreaking havoc over the last year but this new version 
comes in bright colors and different shapes that could attract kids. CDPH 
says so far “rainbow fentanyl” has been found in at least 18 states. They 
are recommending educators and parents learn to recognize the signs of 
opioid overdose and consider learning to administer naloxone which can 
counter the effects of an overdose.

The former principal of a Cloverdale middle school put on paid leave 
earlier this year has reportedly been put on unpaid leave in a step 
toward maybe being fired. Former Washington Middle School Principal 
Mark Lucchetti confirmed his status to the Press Democrat, saying he 
continues to fight what he calls baseless allegations that he failed to 
properly investigate and report accusations from female students about 
the behavior of a male PE teacher. Lucchetti claims all the steps he took 
were in concert with the superintendent. The district has not commented 
to the newspaper. The incident with the PE teacher at the center of the 
issue is reportedly under a police investigation.

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CCDPHP/sapb/Pages/Rainbow-Fentanyl-Alert.aspx
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Lake County has its first confirmed case of Monkeypox. The Health 
Services Department confirmed it Friday and said they are doing 
extensive contact tracing to prevent any more cases. They say the 
patient had recently traveled and later became aware of their exposure 
and is recovering and isolating at home. Officials say there is no 
evidence of community spread in Lake County at this time. Monkeypox 
is rarely fatal and has symptoms similar to smallpox but milder, including 
a fever and blistery rash.

Thousands turned out for the return of the Kelseyville Pear Festival 
Saturday. The 28th annual event was back after a forced two-year 
pandemic break with a parade, music on three stages, several vendors 
with food, and pretty much every version of pears in sweet and savory 
dishes you could imagine. Lake County News reports they also 
partnered with the Lake County Horse Council for the Horse Faire which 
included several horses and ponies, horse care information, and riding 
demonstrations.

The Potter Valley Cemetery District and Auxiliary are hosting a Living 
History Luncheon on Saturday, October 8. The goal is to raise money for 
maintenance at the burial site of many of Mendocino County’s settlers. 
Organizers tell the Daily Journal they will be serving a beef and local 
lamb BBQ, with vegetarian options, as they present stories of Potter 
Valley’s history as recreated by performers portraying ten of the dearly 
departed who inhabit the cemetery. Tickets are $25 and are available 
only in advance.

A proposal to build a giant surfing lagoon in the Coachella Valley desert 
has been shot down. Late last week the La Quinta City Council 
unanimously rejected the idea with the mayor saying while it sounds fun 
on paper for somewhere in California, it’s an inappropriate use of water 
during a severe drought. The land in question was originally envisioned 
as a residential development with a golf course but the developer asked 
the council for a zoning change to create the 16-acre 18-million gallon 
wave pool.

Lakeport Police are holding their National Night Out Against Crime next 
week. It’s Tuesday October 4 from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Library Park. The 
idea is to bring police and other local government agencies and 
community members together under positive circumstances in an effort 
to reduce crime. The Lakeport Kiwanis will be serving up hot dogs and 
movie theater popcorn, there will be games for kids along with Safety 
Pup, Chipper and McGruff the Crime Dog and raffles including new bikes 
and fishing gear.

The Clean California initiative has hit a major milestone. The litter 
removal program launched by Gov Gavin Newsom less than 15 months 
ago has now removed more than one million cubic yards of litter from the 
state’s roadsides – enough to build two stacks of trash from the Earth’s 
surface to beyond the International Space Station 250 miles in orbit. 
Clean California is a sweeping $1.1 billion, multiyear clean-up effort led 
by Caltrans to remove trash, create jobs and engage communities to 
clean public spaces.
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The Mendocino County Health Department has removed the “strong 
recommendation” that people mask indoors in favor allowing individuals 
to decide what’s appropriate, including in schools and on public 
transportation, following guidance from the California Department of 
Public Health to do so. In a letter to the community this (Monday) 
morning, County Health Officer Dr. Andrew Coren says most California 
counties, including Mendocino, are now in the low CDC Community Risk 
Level for Covid-19. Universal indoor masking will however continue in 
healthcare settings including hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, and 
outpatient clinics. Non-clinical gathering places like correctional facilities, 
and emergency fire shelters can also be on an individual basis as long 
as we stay in the low risk category and there are no outbreaks.

A new city recreation center is on the agenda for the Clearlake Planning 
Commission when they meet tomorrow. It’s part of an overall public 
hearing as the commission considers a resolution involving the Burns 
Valley Development at 14885 Burns Valley Road. Lake County News 
reports the development includes a new recreation center, new Public 
Works Department facility, sports fields, police department storage 
facilities, vehicle and equipment storage and public facilities. The 
commission meeting starts at 6 p.m. Tuesday at Clearlake City Hall. You 
can attend via Zoom or watch on the City of Clearlake’s YouTube 
channel.

The U.S. Forest Service has reportedly launched a criminal investigation 
into whether some PG&E equipment might have been involved in 
starting the Mosquito Fire. The fire that started September 6 in the Sierra 
Nevada foothills has burned more than 76,000 acres in Placer and El 
Dorado counties. Last week a group of residents filed a lawsuit alleging 
PG&E was responsible for the fire due to what they call “poorly 
maintained utility infrastructure”. Officials say the Forest Service has 
confiscated a PG&E transmission pole and other equipment from the 
area where the fire started. PG&E had already notified state regulators 
about a power-line failure around the time the fire was reported. The 
Mosquito Fire has destroyed 78 structures and as of this afternoon was 
at 85% containment.

There are no more routine testing mandates in Mendocino County. The 
Public Health Officer, Dr. Andy Coren has sent a revised health order 
that ends the mandatory tests for unvaccinated workers along with mask 
recommendations. Those will stay in place in all healthcare settings 
though to stay in alignment with the state Department of Public Health’s 
Covid restrictions set Sept. 14th. Coren stated health employees in 
general and psychiatric hospitals, adult care facility workers, and school 
employees who remain unvaccinated must still be tested under federal 
law. And Coren is still strongly recommending masks since the county is 
at low community spread. The county is still getting about 5 new, 
reported Covid cases/day. The county has also had 136 deaths to date.
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The Giant Pumpkin Weigh-off is back in Ukiah. Next month, a 
celebration for All Hallow’s Eve with live music, food, activities for the 
kids and a parade with the winning pumpkin atop a float. The entry forms 
are now available for the mid-October event. The winner gets $1.50/lb. 
That meant nearly a thousand dollars for last year’s winner which 
weighed 644 pounds. The weigh off this year is October 14th with 
PumpkinFest events October 15th and 16th.

Giant Pumpkin Weigh-Off entry forms are now available at the City of 
Ukiah Civic Center Annex at 411 W. Clay Street in Ukiah or on the web 
at http://www.cityofukiah.com/pumpkinfest.

Please call the Community Services Department at 463-6231 for more 
information.

The Westport Village Society is getting hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in grant money from the California Coastal Conservancy. It was a 
unanimous vote at a meeting of the Conservancy in Fort Bragg to give 
$845,000 to the Westport Village Society so the nonprofit can acquire 
property at DeHaven Creek Headlands to preserve public access for 
critical coastal lands. The 26 acres can be enjoyed by the 200 or so 
residents in Westport for even more coastline. The Mendocino Voice 
reports a lot of the residents there are considered disadvantaged with a 
median income of $39,000.

Congressman Mike Thompson has announced his Public Safety Heroes 
including 2 in Lake County. Cory Smith and Officer Juan Altamirano are 
in the group in Thompson’s district. They were named the 2022 Lake 
County Public Safety Heroes for going above and beyond the call of 
duty. He says Smith is a proven leader as both a paramedic and Fire 
Marshal, whose “coolness and skill under pressure led to the safe 
evacuation of multiple endangered citizens during the Cache Fire”. And 
he added Officer Altamirano was an exemplary officer and demonstrates 
“important values of respect and commitment to duty”. His accolades 
came after he responded to a suspicious car report.

The state’s task force on reparations is considering money to pay 
anyone back who’s been the victim of forms of racial discrimination, 
generational pain and suffering as Black Americans in the state of Calif. 
Consultants are working on the amounts now. It could add up to 
hundreds of thousands of dollars for Black Californians that are 
descendants of slaves. But there are some against the idea saying it will 
be hard to prove who should get what and a major challenge to get the 
Legislature on board. The nine-member panel deciding with economic 
experts met over the weekend at the California Science Center after first 
releasing a 500-page report on the state’s history of slavery and racism 
in June. The task force is set to meet again in Oakland in December.

http://www.cityofukiah.com/pumpkinfest
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PG&E could be in hot water again. The US Forest Service is 
investigating if the giant utility company is responsible for the massive 
Mosquito Fire, the largest so far this year. The federal agency reportedly 
took a PG&E transmission pole and other equipment from the ignition 
point in the Sierra Nevada foothills earlier this month. They said in a 
regulatory filing with the fed that the fire started in the area of a PG&E 
power line on National Forest Land. The Service says their initial 
assessment led them to conduct a criminal investigation into the fire. It 
comes after the company was held criminally liable for fires in 2015, 17 
& 18, and most recently for the massive Dixie Fire last year.

A new report reminds, the unsheltered can still vote in California 
elections. The Bay Area News Group reports it’s a common 
misconception a physical address is needed to vote. A study about a 
decade ago showed just about 10% of recorded homeless individuals 
voted. Whether they live in a shelter or a homeless camp, there are 
ways they can vote in local elections. First they must register and be at 
least 18 years old. Some counties do require identification or the last 
four digits of their social security number. They can register on paper at 
libraries, government buildings and polling places on election day — or 
online at RegisterToVote.ca.gov.

The word squaw is no more in California on monuments and for place 
names. The Governor was joined in ceremony by Native American tribal 
leaders Friday and signed a bill to remove the word from almost 100 
geographic features and locations across the state. One of which was 
the unincorporated town of Squaw Valley, but some residents there said 
they didn’t want the name to change. But apparently the Dunlap Band of 
Mono Indians liked the idea. Their ancestral home is part of the area. In 
Fresno County, there is Squaw Lake and Squaw Leap, which will also 
get new names. Towns and officials have three years to remove the 
name.

A recently released report that was part of the reason former Ukiah 
policeman Kevin Murray got a light sentence, has been released. Mendo 
Fever reports it shows the Sonoma County probation dept. couldn’t give 
a stronger sentencing recommendation for jail time because they never 
received key background criminal reports. There was a one year jail term 
recommended but it could have been more if they had more information 
before coming to their final conclusion on sentencing. The report they 
didn’t receive reportedly included the investigative reports of a second 
alleged rape. But the charge was dropped, along with three other sex 
related charges against him, if he pleaded no-contest instead to two 
lesser charges.

A fire that burned a home in Ukiah has been deemed arson. 
Investigators say the fire Sunday night was deliberately set. Ukiah Valley 
Fire Authority Battalion Chief Justin Buckingham told Mendo Fever they 
found the fire was intentionally set by someone unknown so far. The 
home had been abandoned. There were items inside that showed there 
could have been squatters living there. That had been a problem several 
times in the past too. But firefighters found nobody inside when they got 
there. They say the fire didn’t start because of a an “unattended warming 
or cooking fire.” The fire started near the Ukiah Natural Foods Co-op.
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The inaugural policy summit on Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
People (MMIP) is planned. Next Tuesday, October 4th is the 1st Annual 
Northern California Tribal Summit on  MMIP. They expect to have tribal 
leaders, law enforcement officials and MMIP survivors along with state 
and federal lawmakers, academic researchers, and victim advocates all 
working together to find ways to end the crisis. The summit is being held 
in Arcata at 8:30am at the Arcata Community Center. The Yurok Chair 
Joseph L. James says the crisis has gone on too long and has touched 
every tribal citizen in the state and across the country. He adds, that it 
has gone on long enough and the time to “take action, is now”.

A man from Chico is facing prison for some time after charges he lived 
with a dead man whose identity he used. The Butte County District 
Attorney’s office charged David Pirtle with identity theft and forgery for 
writing checks from his 4 years dead roommate Kevin Olson. Cops 
started investigating after several of Olson’s relatives reported not 
seeing him since about October of 2018. Detectives went to his home 
after finding about 50 checks had been written to Pirtle. An autopsy is 
planned and Pirtle is in jail on $165,000 bail. Police say Pirtle was paying 
the mortgage on time each month.

The Save the Redwoods League has acquired hundreds of acres of 
redwood forest at Montgomery Woods State Natural Reserve. The 
Atkins Place Forest is across from the reserve. The League partnered 
with California State Parks to make improvements to the park. The 
purchase by the League adds on to other purchases to protect over 
37,500 acres. Save the Redwoods has moved to protect almost all of the 
2,743 acres in Montgomery Woods. The head of the League says it’s an 
important area of the coast redwood range, “for both recreational visitors 
and conservation”

The Agriculture Department is trying to get a handle on how much 
cannabis is growing in Mendocino County so they’re looking for 
producers to fill out surveys. The state’s not given the county info on the 
METRC reporting system so this survey will help the County give the 
state needed information. The survey is for the 2021 Cultivation Season 
and can be filled out then returned directly to the Department of 
Agriculture. The info they collect is anonymous and used only for 
compilation of the annual Cannabis Crop Report.

The Governor has signed a law to protect women from paying more for 
feminine products and other items. The “pink-tax” is now illegal in 
California. The Governor’s wife and first partner, Jennifer Seibel 
Newsom along with the Legislative Women’s Caucus were with the 
Governor when he signed the law along with a package of bills to 
advance gender equity and protect the rights of women. The pink tax law 
was brought forward by Assemblymember Rebecca Bauer-Kahan of 
Orinda. It bans companies from tacking on higher prices for products 
based on gender. Companies who violate the new law can be fined 
thousands.
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The Governor is poised to sign a bill that many say will slow the massive 
fires we’ve been experiencing for years in Calif., undergrounding power 
lines. Those against the idea say it would get in the way of regulatory 
oversight of energy companies and could mean higher power bills for 
consumers. Utility customers who are not in PG&E territory have 
reportedly been asking the governor to veto the bill. The bill passed the 
Assembly unanimously and was 31-9 in the Senate. But the Senate 
Majority Leader, Mike McGuire says year over year the Northern Calif. 
region has experienced massive utility caused wildfires and 
“undergrounding electrical lines reduces fire starts by 99 percent.”

Planners in the City of Ukiah are continuing their work on the city’s 
General Plan. At their meeting tonight, the Planning Commission will 
hear public comments, which they will continue to consider until they 
complete the document. They released the draft Environmental Impact 
Report for the 2040 General Plan with notes for tonight’s meeting. One 
of the commissioner’s, Rick Johnson also requested more info on the 
plans to be able to provide enough water, especially with the likely 
decommissioning of the Potter Valley Project. He said it could mean 
shifting primarily to aquifers for the city’s water, instead of the Russian 
River. He questioned how the city could continue providing water without 
the hydroelectric plant running.

The state is dealing with a major affordable housing crisis, and it’s 
spilling into dorm rooms and apartments for college students. Ed Source 
reports most of the colleges across the state which are UC or Cal State 
are not guaranteeing you’ll find housing over four years. Just a handful 
of community colleges have on-campus housing. But now the 
Legislature is heeding the call. The budget lawmakers created for the 
year carved out about $1.4 billion for more student housing at five UC 
campuses, nine CSU campuses and 12 community colleges. But it will 
reportedly take years to impact the shortage and won’t help current 
students, some of whom are taking to sleeping in their cars overnight.

Another bill passed by the Legislature this session would make solitary 
confinement a thing of the past. The so-called “California Mandela Act”, 
named after former political prisoner Nelson Mandela would limit the use 
of the tiny cells in all California prisons, jails and immigration detention 
facilities. It won on a party line vote with Republicans saying it will just 
cost too much. There are not many restrictions on how the practice is 
used in the state, but it usually means 22-23 hours in a day in a single 
cell. The bill the Governor is getting would ban the use for anyone under 
the age of 26 or over the age of 59 entirely. Also pregnant people, or a 
mother who had a miscarriage, just gave birth or people suffering from 
some sort of physical or mental disability.
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A trio of students in Northern Calif have received the PG&E Better 
Together STEM Scholarships. The energy company announced 40 
students in all of their service areas are getting scholarships worth 
$250,000 from the 2022 Better Together STEM Scholarship Program. 
There are some in Lake and Mendocino counties. 20 scholarships were 
distributed worth $10,000 and 20 for $2,500 for students who want a 
degree in the Science, Technology, Engineering and Math. Locally, the 
winners were Brody Breeden of Kelseyville, whose attending California 
Polytechnic State University, San Luis Obispo and pursuing a degree in 
Computer Science; Ronan Williams, from Boonville, attending University 
of California, Irvine and pursuing a career in Biology; and Brayden 
Martinez, from Ukiah, attending Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo and pursuing 
a degree in Engineering.

The drought is taking a toll on Lake Oroville. The level is so low and 
what rain we have received has not been enough to get the level back 
up so three of five ramps there are closed. Two ramps are still open to 
the public to launch boats. The Department of Water Resources says the 
two which are still open should stay that way because they run very 
deep into the lake. There have also been a lot less visitors and some 
houseboat owners have been having an issue accessing them, taking 
shuttles out to access them. Elevation over the weekend at the lake was 
just under 700 feet, just 35% of the lake’s total capacity, and 64% of the 
historical average.

Since nobody filed to run for an open spot on the Ukiah Unified School 
District Board, they will be appointing someone. The opening was for 
Trustee Area 6 and was supposed to be on the November 8th ballot. But 
the board is appointing someone. So any registered voter who lives in 
Area 6 can apply online at the District website. You can also call the 
Superintendent or Board offices to get the application. They need to get 
your completed application by Thursday, October 27th. Then the current 
Board of Trustees will interview the applicants in open session, Monday, 
November 7th. They will announce the new trustee after and they will be 
sworn in at the Board’s organizational meeting on December 15th.

Anyone interested may contact the Mendocino County Office of 
Elections at 707.234.6819.

A man in Fort Bragg running to be on the City Council has bowed out 
after a particularly uncomfortable interaction with a drunk guy and a 
Ukiah police officer. Alberto Aldaco says Officer Jarod Frank performed 
a probation search of a man who had been drinking, but was not allowed 
because it’s against his probation. Aldaco reportedly told the cop off, 
then the officer’s body camera caught Aldaco peeing on the ground on a 
public street. Mendo Fever and Kym Kemp are reporting Aldaco said he 
would no longer be running for city council because he’s not the best 
person he can be currently. The city clerk in Fort Bragg has confirmed 
the 25-year-old dropped out of the race.
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There’s a massive hole in Mendocino county’s multi-million dollar health 
plan. The self-funded plan’s a deficit after about two and a half years 
adds up to about six million dollars. That’s even after the Board of 
Supervisors moved over $4.5 million from one of the COVID stimulus 
packages over to the plan budget. So the real deficit was around the $10 
million mark. The Board also says the former auditor borrowed money to 
cover the deficit, but they didn’t know. At their meeting the Board 
members sounded off on the shortage. They also heard there had been 
a surplus a few years back but the then Auditor-Controller said it was too 
high and they should spend it down. The new CEO told the board they 
had reported a wrong number, but nobody who knew the actual number 
came forward to correct it.

The Yurok Tribe and California State Parks have cemented their deal, 
signing an agreement for co-management of Yurok ancestral territory on 
Calif. land. The milestone is called the Global Memorandum of 
Understanding and Traditional Tribal Gathering Agreement. It means 
Yurok Tribe members have access to state parks in the North Coast 
Redwoods District and within Yurok Ancestral Territory so they can work 
the land without a permit. That includes gathering plants and minerals, 
participating in tribal activities like religious, spiritual, ceremonial, 
recreational, and research. The Tribal Chair spoke at the signing, saying 
he was grateful for the correction of the longstanding injustice on the 
tribal land.

The Mendocino County Prevention, Recovery, Resiliency, and Mitigation 
Division (PRRM) is reminding there’s not much time left to fill out the 
disaster recovery and resiliency survey. The survey is open to all 
residents, past or present, not just those who sustained direct impacts 
caused by the 2017, 2018, 2020, and 2021 wildfire disasters. The 
deadline is tomorrow at midnight.

To complete the survey, please visit: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MendoDisasterRecovery State

Sen. Bill Dodd has announced the Governor has signed his bill to beef 
up wildfire prevention by creating a $20 million prescribed fire claims 
fund. Dodd says the increasing destruction and loss of life from climate-
driven wildfires means the state has to “ramp up prevention – and 
prescribed fire is a proven way to do that”. His bill not only sets money 
aside for the state to use prescribed fires or controlled burning, but also 
protects landowners and prescribed fire managers so they don’t have to 
pay for fire suppression, unless they acted with gross negligence. The 
Nature Conservancy supported the bill, saying to restore forests, there 
needs to be less barriers for prescribed burning.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MendoDisasterRecovery
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Mendocino County has several events taking place in support of 
National Substance Abuse Prevention Month. The events to remember 
those lost to overdose, to acknowledge grief of family and friends who 
have been left behind and renew the commitment to end overdose and 
related harms. The Overdose Awareness, Education, and Resources 
Options Events are happening every weekend in October. There are five 
of them on Saturdays, each from 10:30am-1:30pm in different locations 
in the County. The events are sponsored by Consolidated Tribal Health 
Project, National Alliance on Mental Illness, the Sovereign Nation of 
Pinoleville, the City of Ukiah, and Mendocino County Behavioral Health 
and Recovery Services.

October 1st at the Mendocino County Fairgrounds in Boonville, October 
8th at the Gualala Community Center, October 15th at the Fort Bragg 
Town Hall, October 22nd at the Ukiah Alex Thomas Plaza, and October 
29th at the Willits Recreation Grove Park.

For questions or additional information, contact (707) 472-2300, or if 
you, a friend, or a family member need help, call the Beacon Call Center 
at 1-855-765-9703

A pay hike is coming for California Highway Patrol officers. The 6.2% 
raise this year negotiated by the union with the state of Calif. The state 
Human Resources Department put the salary up on the annual survey 
on the state website which was used to calculate the new salary. That 
means some will make almost $111,000 per year. Plus it will be paid 
retroactively to July 1st. CHP raises are somewhat different than their 
other law enforcement counterparts. They’re in alignment with the pay of 
five local police departments: San Francisco, Oakland, San Diego and 
Los Angeles, where there are two departments.

The Ukiah Garden Club’s fall fundraiser features planting kits for kids 
again, but this time they’re in tiny teacups. Last year kids got a small 
packet of fertilizer, along with a spoon, so children could mix them up. 
There were 70 kits made last year for the sale. 40 were sold and the rest 
went to Lake County for their sale. This year kids are getting the 
teacups, wooden chop sticks and tiny spoons and fertilizer packets. The 
sale is happening next weekend, Oct. 8th and 9th from 9am – 4pm Sat. 
and until 2pm Sunday.

The Governor has signed a bill into law so agricultural laborers can join 
unions. The Governor had said he was against the bill which was hardily 
supported by the United Farm Workers. Union workers and supporters 
walked 335-miles from Delano to Sacramento, then camped out on the 
steps of the State Capitol for several weeks. President Biden even got 
involved, putting out a Labor Day statement urging Governor Newsom to 
sign Assembly Bill 2183 into law.
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located at 431 S. Main St. in Ukiah.

For more information, call (707) 467-2836 or visit the website at

The levees in Upper Lake were the subject of a workshop due to 
community concern. The Western Region Town Hall was at the 
Habematolel community center where about 40 people showed up, most 
of them Upper Lake residents. There was a Q&A with officials from the 
county and the Lake County Water Resources’ consulting company. 
Assemblywoman Cecilia Aguiar-Curry also had representatives at the 
meeting via Zoom. The levees were built by the Army Corp of Engineers 
back in the 1950s but turned over management to the state of California 
in the 90s. There are about a dozen solutions being offered that have 
been whittled to three, but the state law keeps evolving which has put a 
wrinkle in moving forward.

The Governor has signed Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry’s bill to 
update the authority of Resource Conservation Districts in ways to better 
fight climate change. The districts or RCDs were created in the 1930s as 
a liaison with state and federal conservation programs due to the central 
valley’s dust bowl. There are now 95 RCDs to help with natural resource 
needs of rural, urban, and suburban communities. Aguiar-Curry says 
they’re doing important work to address climate change in her district, 
but many in smaller regions have tiny budgets. Her bill would make it 
easier for them to get grants and continue to be updated. The last 
update was in the 70s.

The Fort Bragg City Council has passed a new anti-bullying policy. At 
their meeting Monday night they heard from the city manager who said 
she noticed a lot of bullying and hostility at city hall. The policy is not 
legally enforceable, but City Manager Peggy Ducey said she was 
concerned that the nastiness toward City employees could become 
physically violent. She provided info to those in attendance about 
shootings in city halls around the country, showed some of the abusive 
letters some staffers had received and said they’ve had no recourse until 
now. But some of the public at the meeting said the policy would get in 
the way of free speech and would mean less public participation, one 
saying, “criticism isn’t bullying.”

Pomo artists are being featured at the Grace Hudson Museum in Ukiah. 
Starting tomorrow at 11am, Pomo artists Katie Williams-Elliott, Donna 
Ramirez and Eric Wilder will be at the museum with their various works 
to talk to art enthusiasts. The painting, drawing and photography will be 
part of the exhibit, “Gathering Time: Pomo Art During the Pandemic.” 
There are 15 different contemporary Pomo artists from 10 Pomo tribal 
groups from Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties. The artist’s work 
harkens back to the lockdown and the associated heartbreak the COVID 
pandemic wreaked on all of us, and their cultural traditions. Admission to 
this panel is free with museum admission. The Grace Hudson Museum 
is

https://www.gracehudsonmuseum.org.

https://www.gracehudsonmuseum.org/
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The Lake County Board of Supervisors has discussed hiring an auditor 
to look over the contract with the Elijah House due to some grant money 
used for the former homeless shelter and the abrupt dismissal of 
residents there. The Board was questioning whether the management of 
the former shelter were following the contract, using grant funding 
appropriately and reporting the usage. The administrator for the Elijah 
House was at the meeting over Zoom, but the board ultimately decided 
to hire an unbiased outside auditor. The Board also looked at getting a 
lawyer to make sure PG&E was providing the appropriate wildfire 
mitigation. They agreed to spend up to $50,000 only and potentially work 
with the same lawyer other groups have already signed on with for their 
own beefs with the utility giant.

The Governor is set to sign two bills that will use under-used or vacant 
commercial buildings as housing. The deal came about through some 
affordable housing groups and labor unions. The two bills, one 
originating in the Senate, the other in the Assembly look to put housing 
in buildings that had been zoned for large retail and office buildings 
because of a massive shortage of housing. The pair of bills guarantee 
union-scale wages for builders and have a clause to expedite the 
construction of the conversions. They also have to be close to city 
centers so the state can still meet its environmental goals and avoid 
sprawl.

More shocking details have emerged about why former Ukiah cop Kevin 
Murray was being investigated in the first place. Details have been 
released to the public for 60 days outlining the Sonoma County 
Probation Department’s sentencing recommendation which had asked 
for a much stricter sentence than the suspended sentence he received 
along with probation. He was charged with rape, burglaries and drug 
possession. The notes say he raped a woman at gunpoint, had meth on 
him at one point he said was evidence he forgot to book in. There were 
another couple of sex assaults, but the Sonoma County Probation Dept. 
says they didn’t get responses needed from the Mendocino County 
District Attorney’s office, which was prosecuting the case.

A man from the Ukiah area has been sent to prison for starting a fire at a 
group home with people inside. 32-year-old Travis Joseph Humphrey will 
be locked up for 9 years after the December fire. Witnesses apparently 
gave police and fire investigators enough information that they 
interviewed Humphrey. They say he set a fire in the room he was 
assigned to, left the room, closed the door and took off. Then he was 
seen looking into a window from outside. At the time of the fire, 
Humphrey was also on probation for being an accessory to the reckless 
setting of a fire by another person last year. But the fire he set was a 
felony.

Someone found sleeping on the steps of a business in Ukiah ended up 
being a man wanted for several warrants. Police say Scott Faber also 
had meth on him, so they arrested him. After search of the man, police 
say they also found ammunition on him. Faber was booked into jail for 
Unlawful Possession of Ammunition, Misdemeanor – Possession 
Controlled Substance and the Misdemeanor Arrest Warrants and held 
on $25,000.00 bail.
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After cruising around on routine patrol, a Sheriff’s Deputy has arrested a 
man after a traffic stop for possessing drugs. A search was on because 
Edward Blakeley was found to be on Post Release Community 
Supervision out of county. He was found on the 200 block of KUKI Lane 
in Ukiah with a personal use quantity of suspected methamphetamine 
and a methamphetamine pipe. He’s charged with possessing a 
controlled substance and misdemeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia and held without bail.

Senate Majority Leader Mike McGuire has announced the Governor has 
signed his bill to hurry and underground electricity lines to keep 
communities safe. The Governor signed the bill into law yesterday. 
McGuire says it’s about time and added that PG&E has failed to keep 
Calif. safe and “underfunded modernization, line hardening and wildfire 
safety efforts for decades, which has had devastating impacts in 
communities throughout the utility’s territory.” The undergrounding of 
electric lines is thought to be one of the ways to solve the wildfire crisis 
by about 99%. And it could also reduce carbon emissions by stopping 
mega-fires before they start.
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