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The Pawnee Fire’s burned another thousand acres, but is 75% contained. 
And highway 20, which was closed because of the fire has reopened this 
morning and there are no restrictions. Firefighters have been up against this 
fire since June 23rd and now have it 75% contained with full containment 
expected before the end of the week. There are mandatory evacuations in 
place once again for the Double Eagle subdivision East of Clearlake Oaks 
on Hwy 20. Residents were allowed to go home briefly, before the fire 
started to move again and were told they had to leave their homes. 
Evacuation advisories have also been announced in the area between 
Highway 20 and Morgan Valley Road and from Sky High Ridge Road and 
the county line.

The County Fire blew up overnight. The fire in Yolo County started 
Saturday, then moved into Napa. It was at 32,500 acres and only 2 percent 
contained yesterday, but then overnight it grew to more than 44,500 acres. 
Cal Fire also reports the fire was 3% contained now. But it’s also moved into 
Lake County. Officials say erratic winds pushed the fire in all different 
directions with a run over the Blue Ridge Mountains along the Yolo and 
Napa county line. It’s also burning near Lake Berryessa. Mandatory 
evacuations are in place are in place for the County Fire too.

A meth lab’s been found in Nice but no arrests have been made. Detectives 
from the Lake County Sheriff’s Narcotics Unit say they served a search 
warrant at a home and found the Methamphetamine Conversion Lab saying 
it was used to convert liquid methamphetamine into crystal meth. They say 
about a half gallon of liquid meth was found which they say can produce 
more than two pounds of crystal meth with a street value of about $10,000. 
They say they didn’t find anyone home at the time and are continuing to 
investigate.

Police at the scene of a shooting on the 101 near Willits. The Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office and CHP Officers headed out yesterday afternoon to 
reports of a suspicious situation at Mile Marker 35 south of Golden Rule for 
what they thought might be a car accident, but found someone in a car with 
a gunshot wound. Then police found two men in a pickup truck with gunshot 
wounds, one was dead, the other with a life threatening injury was taken to 
a hospital. Details about what may have happened are sketchy. Detectives 
working with the CHP, the state Department of Justice and the Mendocino 
County District Attorney’s Office trying to find out why the shooting 
happened in the first place. They’re asking anyone who may have seen 
something to call the Sheriff’s office tip line.

A man who organizes cannabis events around the region says he’s going 
statewide. Stephen Gieder’s the executive director for Humboldt Green and 
puts on evens like Cannifest and the Yes We Cann! Parade. He was up 
against red tape when trying to get his Cannifest 2018 happening, and says 
the family friendly festival probably need to be at places other than 
fairgrounds. He says he wants folks to be able to consume products, so he 
was trying to make it happen in Ferndale. But apparently at a no smoking 
facility and there’s a city ordinance saying no pot projects near a school 
which is pretty close. He says now he’s going outside of the state, looking 
into Pennsylvania and Ohio as possible Cannifest venues.



Lakeport police beefing up their presence ahead of the 4th of July, looking 
for illegal fireworks use. The department’s been posting on social media 
what to do if you are caught with illegal fireworks. You can have “Safe and 
Sane Fireworks” which are being sold around town, but only in incorporated 
Lakeport regions only. So you can use your sparklers and fountain type 
fireworks on local streets or in private property if the owner permits you too. 
If you’re caught you could be fined as much as $50,000. For more info you 
can visit the Lakeport Police Department Facebook page.

A local protest takes place against the Trump Administrations immigration 
policies in Lakeport. There were protests across the country this past 
Saturday, and the Record Bee reports there was a small group of concerned 
citizens marching in Lakeport too, they’re against the Trump administration’s 
policy to separate young children and babies from their immigrant parents. 
The paper reports they held up signs and waved American Flags. There had 
been a bigger event planned near the courthouse, but apparently it was 
canceled at the last minute because of a bicycle race.

The County Fire, which started in Yolo County has exploded in size. The fire 
started to burn into Napa and Lake Counties Sunday and Monday when it 
was about half its current size, 60,000 acres. The fire started Sunday in 
Guinda. There’s now an evacuation advisory for Berryessa Highlands, 
Markley Cove and Pleasure Cove Resort. Those residents have been told to 
be prepared if the fire gets worse.

The Governor working with legislative leaders on a new bill to help ahead of 
wildfires. The bill authored by Bill Dodd of Napa has moved to a conference 
committee to deal with extreme weather conditions and natural disasters 
caused by climate change. There would be new rules and regulations for 
utility companies due to the changing climate and more severe and frequent 
weather events. Some of the regulations in the bill being considered are 
stricter fire prevention activities like vegetation removal, infrastructure 
maintenance, utility company inspections and temporary shut off of power 
during extreme weather; hold those responsible for wildfires accountable, 
make sure there’s enough resources to fight fires and utility companies 
would have to have wildfire plans in place and update them frequently.

Some DACA recipients or so-called “dreamers” are being approved to stay. 
The info from the Calif. Atty. General Xavier Becerra says tens of thousands 
trying to get their DACA status extended have been approved. This 
according to the last quarterly report on renewals the federal government 
field. The filing required after a preliminary injunction in January to preserve 
DACA. The court papers show as many as 45,000 more Dreamers were 
able to renew their deferred action and work authorization for another two 
years of protection.

Those evacuated due to the Pawnee Fire are still out of their homes as the 
fire creeps ever closer to their subdivision. Fire officials do say however the 
fire’s holding because of better weather conditions. The fire started June 
23rd and has burned almost 15,000 acres, it’s 75% contained. Fire officials 
say it should be 100% contained by the end of the week. It started June 
23rd northeast of Clearlake Oaks. There are still 50 structures threatened, 
with that mandatory evacuation in the Double Eagle Ranch subdivision east 
of Clearlake Oaks. 22 structures have burned including 12 homes.



Another fire has broken out, but it seems to be pretty small at the moment. 
The Petersburg Fire near Cecilville between Hoopa and Callahan started 
Sunday with some structures reportedly burned, but we don’t have exact 
numbers there. The fire’s burned 350 acres and 20% contained. There are 
evacuation orders for this fire too, for the Lakeview Ranch and Glacier View 
Ranch areas. There had been one in place for Big Flat too, but that one’s 
been downgraded to a warning. The fire’s burning three miles south of the 
Forest Service Petersburg station. Reporter Kym Kemp speaking to a local 
in the area who says they jumped on the fire themselves, seven locals 
battling the flames using hand tools and pumps when it first started as there 
were ranches closeby.

There’s a branch of the Bureau of Cannabis Control open in the North 
Coast. Assemblyman Jim Wood and Senator Mike McGuire jointly 
announcing the North Coast Regional Office of the bureau opened this week 
so local residents can do state business without traveling very far. The 2 
state legislators got the office in the latest state budget, saying it’s a big part 
of the economy along the North Coast and to make farmers drive five hours 
or so to pay taxes was not acceptable or a good way to do business. The 
office is at the Humboldt County Courthouse for now until a permanent 
office opens later in the year.

A new committee’s been put together to discuss how to pay for the damage 
left behind by massive wildfires. The Legislature working on a bill that will 
apply to future fires, not the history making fires from last October. PG&E 
calling on lawmakers to change rules that currently hold them almost entirely 
responsible for damage. Utilities have to pay for property damage caused by 
their equipment, even if they’re not found negligent for maintenance or 
operation, under the so-called “inverse condemnation” doctrine which the 
Governor and lawmakers are currently looking at.

A court order in Calif. says Yelp cannot be held responsible for bad reviews, 
nor do they have to remove them. This after a law firm in San Francisco 
received bad reviews that a lower court ruled were defamatory, but the State 
Supreme Court ruled it could interfere with and undermine the viability of an 
online platform. Yelp was arguing of negative reviews were removed, that 
could leave a skewed assessment of restaurants and other businesses. The 
law firm said it was a quote “invitation to spread falsehoods on the internet 
without consequence." They say they’re considering taking the case to the 
U-S Supreme Court.

A shooting on the 101 near Willits turns out to be a domestic incident. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept reports the shooting last night killed 51 
year old Calixto Ramirez 

found dead in a pickup truck on the highway, with another man, his son, 30 
year old Miguel, also found shot, but was taken by an air ambulance to the 
hospital. He’s in critical condition. Investigators say the suspected shooter, 
was Calixto’s other son, and Miguel’s brother, 23 year old Ubaldo. The 
Sheriff’s Dept. says thanks to a tip they found Ubaldo in Covelo and 
arrested him for murder and attempted murder. He’s held without bail. 
Reports earlier of another victim have not been confirmed. Police looking for 
anyone who may have seen the incident on North Highway 101 in Willits late 
last night.
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Several fires burning across Northern Calif. most of them close to being 
totally contained, but one, the enormous County Fire. The fire blew up in 
size since starting Sunday near Guinda in Yolo County to 70,000 acres. It’s 
only 5% contained. The Pawnee Fire started June 23rd and had Hwy 20 
closed but that reopened yesterday. There are still evacuations in place for 
the Eagle Rock subdivision where 50 homes are said to be in the path of the 
nearly 15,000 acre fire which is 80% contained. Firefighters say it should be 
100% by Thursday. The latest edition, the Petersburg Fire started Sunday in 
Siskiyou, its forward movement has apparently stopped and it’s holding at 
350 acres with 25% containment. And finally Flat Fire started June 28th in 
Trinity County. That one’s burned 300 acres and 75% contained.

A new report shows the state’s spent nearly a half-million dollars on bottled 
water for inmates because of a failed prison water system. The Sacramento 
Bee reporting Central Valley water regulators say prison officials have to 
provide bottled water 

if a system goes down and can’t provide fresh water at Deuel Vocational 
Institution in Tracy. So far, that’s been an expenditure of $417,000. A state-
of-the-art $32 million plant went online eight years ago for brackish well 
water for the 2,300 or so inmates and 1,000 employees. But apparently their 
brine concentrator, that takes out salt and minerals has not proven reliable 
and complicated to fix. The state has set aside $2 million to plan a new 
system, which is going to cost as much as $32 million. It’s expected to go 
online in 2021.

The largest fire in Northern Calif., the County Fire, has grown again and 
threatening hundreds more homes and other structures in Yolo and Napa 
counties. The County fire charred 86,000 acres so far and is 27 percent 
contained. The fire’s threatening 1,500 structures with no damage or injuries 
reported on the fire. There are still mandatory evacuation orders in place 
with erratic fire behavior reported. Firefighters say the fire should totally be 
surrounded by Tuesday, but it could intensify and grow before that time too. 
The fire’s burning in rugged terrain. The Pawnee Fire’s at 15,000 acres now 
and should be fully contained Saturday. The fire’s 90% contained and 
resources are moving to other incidents. One firefighter was injured on the 
Pawnee Fire, but no word on how serious that was.

Another small fire’s been reported in Colusa County. The Stoney Fire 
started yesterday and was reported at 100 acres with 25% containment. The 
fire’s burn in grass, is reported to be threatening structures. A small fire in 
Kelseyville stomped out quick on Anderson Island. One structure was 
threatened by the fire Tuesday which was reported around three to five 
acres. There were firefighters on the ground and in the air and the power to 
the island was turned off. The forward progress of the fire was stopped in 
just over an hour with no reports of injuries or damage.

The Lake County Registrar of Voters Office has released final election 
results from the Primary. EJ Crandell will be the new District 3 Supervisor 
and Shanda Harry and Don Anderson are facing off in the November 
General Election. Harry was ahead in early tallies by more than 1,000 votes 
or about 45.6 percent. And Anderson was just behind with 43 percent of the 
vote. There was a tight race between Crandell and Denise Lee Loustalot, 
with Crandell at 1,354 votes for 51.4 percent, and Loustalot had 1,270 votes 
48.2 percent. It ended with Crandell maintaining his lead. Bruno Sabatier is 
the new District 2 Supervisor, easily winning and the D-A will be Susan 
Krones. All other races stayed the same. No on Measure J for another sales 
tax.



The two men charged with the so-called Ghost Ship fire that killed 36 people 
have taken plea deals. It’s been a year and a half since the fire started at 
the East Oakland warehouse party. The deals for Derrick Almena and Max 
Harris who were leasing the place and using it as an artist residence. It 
exploded in flames in Dec. of 2016. They were charged with the murder of 
the victims and were supposed to go to trial in about 2 weeks. The Alameda 
County District Attorney’s office says Almena, the master tenant, has agreed 
to a nine-year prison term and Harris to six-years.

The Lake County grand jury looking into Senior Centers which are also 
activity centers for local seniors. The jury toured local centers and met with 
staffers and went over their standard operating procedures, budgets and 
food safety. The report says food inspections were done right even as they 
serve more than 100,000 meals a year. The report shows all centers could 
use more volunteers. The Record Bee reports the report found better 
communication with County District supervisors, there’s not adequate 
signage around some locations to direct people, one of the handicap doors 
at one center needed repairs and the sidewalks in front of the Lucerne 
Center also needed fixing.

Since the devastating Dungeness and rock crab seasons in 2015 and 16 in 
California due to toxic algae blooms, the federal government has released 
nearly $268M in disaster relief for fishermen and businesses who lost 
income that season. Plus the Yurok Tribe got almost $4M in disaster relief 
for the 2016 commercial salmon season, which was also stopped because 
there were not enough returning spawners. The 2015-16 crab season had to 
be delayed in California by nearly six months, so crabbers only had a 
fraction of the time they normally have. And that was followed by the dismal 
salmon season. Congress released more than $200 million in disaster relief 
money for the fisheries disasters covering not only Calif., but the Gulf of 
Mexico and the Caribbean Sea.

If you missed fireworks celebrations you still have a shot. Fort Bragg’s got 
their annual fireworks celebration Saturday over Noyo Harbor. If you want to 
go, you can park at Noyo Beach, South Noyo Headlands Park, and at the 
American Legion Fundraiser parking lot near Mendocino College. Money for 
parking, it pays for the cost of the fireworks and benefit American Legion 
Sequoia Post #96. The celebration means the park will close tomorrow night 
and will reopen at 5 PM Saturday for the celebration. Fireworks will be 
launched from the southwest end of Noyo Headlands Park.

The long vacant and troubled Palace Hotel has been put up for sale. The 
building is listed at just under one million dollars with a sign saying it’s a rare 
opportunity to redevelop downtown Ukiah. Eladia Laines is the owner, who 
purchased the property in 1990 for $115,000. She’s been working to clean it 
out ever since and the city’s jumped in in the last several years, declaring it 
a public nuisance so it could be rehabbed. But it’s sat dormant the last 
several years with little work done even after mediation with the city. So the 
place went into receivership.

The mid-year outlook on the cannabis industry in Calif. has been released. 
The California Growers Association released their annual report showing 
regulating the market has had an impact. The report released July 1st, 
giving those in the industry about six months to adapt to the new regulations 
and laws set forth in the recreational marijuana market. Those include 
laboratory tests, labeling and certain measurements on the amount of THC 
in edibles. The report shows expectation that the growth of the market will 
be constrained because of policies. It also shows there are some in Calif. 
with no easy access to licensed retailers, so there’s still a healthy 
unregulated market in parts of the state.
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At the same time the two tenants charged with the murder of 36 people at a 
warehouse in Oakland accept a plea deal, relatives of those killed are suing. 
The Press Democrat reports Derick Almena and Max Harris pleaded no 
contest Tuesday to 36 counts of involuntary manslaughter. Almena agreeing 
to 9 years in jail as the master tenant leasing the place out as an artist 
residence. And Max Harris, the artistic director gets 6 years for the 
December 2016 fire at the illegally converted warehouse dubbed the Ghost 
Ship. There was no cause determined by the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms for the fire, but prosecutors say the two turned the place into a 
"death trap" because it was cluttered with highly flammable items and the 
few exits were blocked. Parents of those killed and lawyers say the Oakland 
Fire Department failed to inspect the warehouse every year as they were 
supposed to so they’re suing. The owner of the building has not been 
charged.

Cooler weather has helped firefighters gain ground on the larger fires in 
Northern Calif. The biggest, the County Fire is burning in Yolo and Napa 
Counties behind Lake Berryessa. It’s blackened 86,000 acres and is 30 
percent contained. Full containment is expected Tuesday with firefighters 
working thru the July Fourth holiday. Temperatures were in the low 80’s with 
higher humidity, plus they added more crew members to the fight. Some 
mandatory evacuations and advisories should be lifted with others staying in 
place and some roads continuing to stay closed. The Pawnee fire is set for 
full containment on Saturday. It’s burned 15,000 acres and is 92 percent 
contained. 12 homes were destroyed and one firefighter was injured on this 
fire.

A new concession stand added to the skate park in Ukiah. There’s also a 
couple of new picnic tables. The Daily Journal reports the tables were built 
by the Sonoma County Probation Camp. The city looking for more action at 
the skate park, even hiring a staffer to man the park. The new snack bar’s 
open noon to 8 over the summer, and will stay open for lunch after school 
starts too. They’re also selling dog treats, tennis balls and low-cost disk golf 
disks.

Public lands and recreation sites in the Cache Creek area are being closed 
due to the County Fire. The fire burning near Lake Berryessa in Napa and 
Yolo counties has charred 88,000 acres. The Bureau of Land Management 
says its temporarily closing off the areas for public safety. It includes the 
High Bridge, Cowboy Camp, Judge Davis and Red Bud recreation sites. 
They’re also closing the Knoxville Recreation Area, including the Hunting 
Creek Campground. The fire’s burning in rugged terrain and could grow. 
The fire’s 33% contained with Cal Fire saying it should totally be surrounded 
by Tuesday.

A federal judge says yes, Calif. will remain a sanctuary city. The judge ruled 
against the Trump administration’s request for a preliminary injunction to 
block state legislation that says law enforcement does not have to cooperate 
with immigration officials and gives Calif. officials the right to check 
conditions at detention facilities contracted with federal immigration. The 
judge did block part of the so-called “Immigrant Worker Protection Act” fining 
businesses who allow immigration agents into their workplaces. The 
Department of Justice says Calif. is clearly trying to obstruct immigration 
authorities and focused instead on the part of the injunction the judge 
allowed, so employers don’t have to cooperate with the state to enforce 
federal immigration laws.



A fire that started on Anderson Island apparently started by grass mowing. 
The chief of the Kelseyville Fire Protection District tells Lake Co News there 
was someone on a riding mower which sparked the fire which burned 30 
acres Tuesday. The news site reports the man on the mower helped 
firefighters, cutting a fire line. There was no damage from the fire to nearby 
structures.

Two men have been arrested after an undercover operation to buy heroin. 
The Lake County Sheriff’s Dept. reports Joe Nathan Boggs Jr. of Lucerne 
and Adrian Marrufo of Lakeport busted after a tip that someone was selling 
drugs out of a car. So an undercover cop called the guys, agreeing to meet 
them at the Robinson Rancheria Casino parking lot. There was discussion 
about a trade for a car for heroin, then one of the men pulled out a plastic 
baggie which the cop thought might be heroin so other officers descended 
on the scene and the two men were arrested. One of them told police the 
stuff in the baggie was fake heroin, but he actually also had real heroin in 
his pocket. They also found meth in his pocket. The two booked on various 
charges including possession of controlled substance for sale, conspiracy 
and resisting arrest. They were being held on $25,000 bail each.

The Calif. drought may be back in full swing with another summer of 
wildfires. The U-S Drought Monitor shows abnormally dry or drought 
conditions in most of the state. Most of Lake County and areas of eastern 
Napa and Mendocino counties are said to be in moderate drought. And the 
central coast to Southern Calif. in severe drought and the southeastern part 
of the state is in extreme drought. It flipped quick, in the middle of last year 
after a rainy winter, the same report had ¾’s of the state without drought or 
abnormal dryness. This year a lot of the Northern California coast and Sierra 
Nevada are listed as abnormally dry.

The biggest Salmon feed in the country happening again. Tomorrow the 
Salmon Restoration Association is putting on their 47th great Coho Salmon 
Party. As many as 3,000 people come to the annual feast on the Mendocino 
Coast with money going for salmon restoration projects. Those attending get 
salmon of course, along with corn on the cob, salad and garlic bread. They 
also serve a vegetarian option and hot dogs for those who aren’t fish fans. 
The Salmon Restoration Association has been around since 1971 to help 
keep the fish healthy in local streams and rivers.

The Pawnee Fire’s now holding at 15,000 acres and is 92% contained. Cal 
Fire’s been reporting they hope to have the fire 100% contained by 
tomorrow. There are no more evacuations or road closures, but the fire did 
burn 12 homes and 10 other structures. One firefighter was injured during 
the fire fight, but no word on their condition, or how serious their injury was.

A police officer in Florida complains on Facebook about dirt in his burger, 
but it turns out to be something totally different. The cop in Fort Myers 
posted his disgust and the grime and dirt on his Burger King burger with a 
Facebook rant that went viral Wednesday. But it wasn’t dirt, it was the 
company’s seasoning mix. Burger King franchise officials responded after 
his complaint which targeted other police officers. The corporate office says 
police officials were invited to the restaurant and watched a video of the 
making of the burger in question, finding nothing extraordinary.
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A bat in Hidden Valley Lake has tested positive for rabies, so someone who 
got a little too close is being treated. The Lake County Public Health Dept. 
reports rabies is found in an animal’s saliva so people can be exposed in a 
number of ways. The warning to the public if you feel you may have come 
into contact with an infected animal to be treated immediately before you 
become symptomatic as the infection is almost 100% fatal. The 
recommendation to make sure your dogs and cats are vaccinated, you 
supervise pets at all times to make sure they avoid contact with wildlife and 
immediately get medical treatment for bites or exposures to sick or 
unvaccinated animals.

The County Fire has grown once again, now at 88,375 acres, but 
containment has also grown, to 37 percent. Cal Fire sauys the fire grew 
another 375 acres overnight as the fire was burning in steep, rugged terrain 
near the town of Guinda along Highway 16. A spokesperson for Cal Fire 
says the fire’s burning in rural areas where there aren’t many structures, but 
this morning it was threatening 110 structures. Yesterday there were 880. 
Nine structures have burned and total containment has been moved from 
Tuesday, to next Thursday instead due to the terrain the fire’s burning in. It 
should be a hotter weekend so the fire could still grow, but some resources 
are already moving to other fires.

A new fire in the Klamath National Forest, the Klamathon fire in Siskiyou 
County has burned 8,000 acres with little containment. Cooler temperatures 
helped slow the quick growth of this fire, but gusty wind was predicted 
between noon and 6 PM with a red flag warning for Central Siskiyou County 
where the fire was very active yesterday afternoon. The fire’s only 5% 
contained. There are evacuation orders in place. The Governor Jerry Brown 
has declared a state of emergency in Siskiyou County due to this fire.

A young man’s been reported missing as he headed to Covelo from Las 
Vegas. 21 year old Kenyon Duke apparently vanished on the drive back to 
the area ahead of the 4th of July holiday. Police say he was last seen 
Monday, July 2nd as he drove back in a white 2001 GMC Sonoma Truck 
with Calif. License Plates. He’s described as a white man, with blond hair, 
blue eyes, medium build. His parents reportedly checking his home in West 
Valley City, Utah with no sign of the man. They’re asking anyone with info to 
please call the West Valley City Police Dept.

A man from Lakeport facing charges after a January crash for gross 
vehicular manslaughter, due in court. Jeremy Morgan is facing gross 
vehicular manslaughter charges and DUI as well as driving with a 
suspended license charges for a crash on Highway 20 near Paradise Valley 
that caused major injuries. He was arrested at the time for being under the 
influence of a controlled substance. Two of the people in his car had severe 
injuries to the head and neck. Those in a second vehicle apparently not 
seriously injured. Cops say he was driving in rainy conditions and lost 
control. He was being held on $500,000 bail and had a preliminary hearing 
set for this morning.

A woman in Ukiah says she wants speed bumps put in on South Orchard 
Avenue to get cars to slow down. The idea to be considered at the city of 
Ukiah’s Traffic Engineering Committee meeting tomorrow. The Daily Journal 
reports the woman and her husband have had two of their cars hit that were 
parked on the street, one totaled by a drunk, speeding driver, the other 
damaged by a speeding driver. The newspaper reports city staff not 
recommending speed bumps be put in, and the city engineer says it should 
only happen if there’s no other option. The Ukiah CHP office is also located 
on the stretch of the street so speed bumps might slow their response time. 
The meeting tomorrow at City Council chambers at 3 PM.



Some upgrades put in at Low Gap Park on the bridge near the entrance to 
the park by volunteers. The Ukiah Valley Trail Group working on the small 
bridge leading to Orrs Creek which needed some work so they went out and 
replaced the boards on the span and the majority of the supports 
underneath.

The Pawnee Fire, which burned 22 structures, is 100% contained. Cal Fire 
reports that was two days ahead of schedule that the fire was totally 
surrounded after charring 15,185 acres. The fire started June 23rd northeast 
of Clearlake Oaks in the Spring Valley Lakes subdivision which was 
evacuated along with the Double Eagle Ranch subdivision off of Highway 
20. The fire also had some roads closed for a time. The County Fire 
meanwhile is growing, but the containment on that fire burning in Napa and 
Yolo counties also grew to 65%. The fire’s burned nearly 90,300 acres with 
full containment expected Thursday. The County fire burned 16 structures 
and damaged three others. The causes of both the Pawnee and County 
fires remain under investigation.

CalFresh recipients in Humboldt County are being warned about a food 
stamp scam. Health officials say EBT card holders should be aware after 
Food For People, the local food bank, reported on Facebook some with 
electronic benefit transfer cards that start with the numbers 5077 should call 
a number, but say it was a phishing scam. They put out the word on social 
media so folks would be aware of the scam where they’re asked for their 
PIN number, something that normally would not be asked for by text. So the 
scammer gets their CalFresh funds.

Police in Crescent City have arrested a woman in connection to the shooting 
of her husband. Police say they got a call to dispatch from the woman who 
says her husband attacked her, punching her in the face, then the call 
disconnected. Cops went to the scene finding a man laying in a pool of 
blood, after being shot in his legs. Two seven year old children were taken 
from the home, they were there at the time of the shooting. And Tasha 
Dione Henderson has been arrested on attempted murder, assault with a 
firearm, and inflicting corporal injury on a spouse with bail set at $250,000.

A man from Forestville police say got in the middle of an attack on a barista 
at a coffee shop is being called a hero. Sean Loundagin says he was just 
helping a friend Friday. Sean Seeman apparently holding a piece of metal to 
the woman’s neck at Roasters Espresso Bar after sitting there a little too 
long. The barista says the man made her uncomfortable, watching her, then 
used that sharp metal object and pinned her against a door, holding it to her 
neck. That’s when the other guy stepped in and took Seeman to the ground 
and held him until cops arrived. Seeman apparently on parole with a criminal 
background, arrested on several charges including assault with a deadly 
weapon, assault, battery and violation of parole. He was being held without 
bail.
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The Klamathon Fire still burning along the Oregon-California border, killing 
one person, threatening hundreds of homes and spreading, but the 
containment on the fire continues. The fire has charred 35,000 acres and 
threatens hundreds of homes. It’s burning into the Klamath National Forest, 
Horseshoe Ranch Wildlife Area and private timber lands and is 25% 
contained. Fire officials say erratic winds and dry vegetation have helped 
move the fire that’s feeding on thickly wooded terrain. The fire started 
Thursday and killed a resident of Hornbrook, they’ve yet to be identified. 
Three firefighters have also been hurt, but apparently they’ll be okay, one 
with severe burns on his face was released from the hospital over the 
weekend. 81 structures have been destroyed and evacuations are in place 
for several neighborhoods. Officials say they think the fire was started by 
someone who accidentally ignited a tree.

A woman from Scotts Valley arrested, found with a bunch of stolen items, 
and a dead owl in her car. Police pulled Christen Aceves over after they 
spotted different license plates on the front and back of the car. Police say 
the car was also stolen out of Santa Barbara. Police say she used stolen 
credit cards found in the car but gave no reason for the dead bird in the car.

The Klamathon Fire in Siskiyou County burning near the Calif. Oregon 
border continues growing in dry, windy weather. The fire’s also got many 
people evacuated now as almost 13,000  more acres burned 

this weekend. The fire now charred 35,250 acres and is 30 percent 
contained. One person’s body was found in the fire and three firefighters 
were injured. 81 structures were gutted with another 12 damaged and more 
than 800 threatened. The fire closed Interstate 580 in both directions  
Sunday

night . Officials say it started 

after a resident apparently lit a small fire on a friend’s property and it spread 
to a tree, jumped over a river then spread. The Governor has declared a 
state of emergency for Siskiyou County. 

A man from Petaluma’s been arrested after a threat to another man using a 
machete in the Walmart parking lot in Ukiah. Cops say they got a report the 
man, Robbins Thornhill had been threatening another man, went to his car, 
grabbed the machete and continued his threats against the other man, only 
identified as being 45 years old. Police say it was a minor incident between 
the two men inside the store that started the whole thing, and to ended in 
the parking lot. Thornhill has been arrested on suspicion of “threatening 
great bodily harm” and booked into Mendocino County Jail.

The first meeting for the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors for July 
with a light schedule. The Daily Journal reports one of the items is the 
possible lowering of the speed limit on a short stretch of Ruddick-
Cunningham Road between Talmage and Hopland. A petition circulating 
with residents requesting the lower speed limit on the area connecting 
Highway 222, or Talmage Road to Old River Road. So a traffic study was 
completed and the consideration would be to lower the speed limit to 25 
mph. The board will also consider implementing the Mendocino County 
cannabis cultivation program and cannabis compliance efforts. And the 
board will also get an update this morning on the Mental Health Treatment 
Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee put together per Measure B.

A body’s been found in Cache Creek. A kayaker apparently reported the 
body in the water Sunday afternoon. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office says 
the body was found about a half of a mile away from the dam, but they don’t 
know how the person died. An autopsy is planned for later in the week. The 
sheriff’s office also says they’ve not received any missing persons reports to 
connect to the body.



A man from Kelseyville has been seriously injured after crashing his 
motorcycle into a car on the Nice-Lucerne Cutoff. Lake Co News reports 58 
year old Raymond Cromwell had major injuries after the crash last Thursday 
afternoon. The CHP reports the man on a 2007 Harley Davidson headed 
west with a 2007 Pontiac G4 just ahead. The driver of that car, 22 year old 
Veronica Lopez of Nice was stopped, waiting for another car to make a turn 
when Cromwell came around a curve and couldn’t stop, hitting Lopez’s car. 
Then Cromwell was tossed off his bike. Bystanders rushed over to help pull 
Cromwell out of the road. CHP reporting he had a fractured shoulder, 
lacerations on his arms and the back of the head, broken ribs and a 
punctured lung. The other driver was uninjured.

A woman from Kelseyville has been reported missing. The Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office reports 67 year Sharon Foley last seen last Tuesday left her 
house in a white Ford Crown Victoria and has not been seen since. They 
also say she has bipolar disorder and was apparently not on her 
medications when she vanished. She cannot walk on her own and uses a 
wheelchair. The Sheriff’s office asking anyone who may have information 
about her, to call their office.

A couple of North Coast Congressmembers have visited a facility where 
they’re holding immigrant children, separated from their parents. 
Congressman Mike Thompson and his colleague Mark DeSaulnier went to a 
Health and Human Services facility in Pleasant Hill. The two put out a joint 
statement saying the facility had high standards for children located there, 
but that there’s no leval of care that could make up for the kids being 
subjected to the harmful and lasting trauma of being separated from their 
families.

The Contra County Sheriff’s Office says it’s broken its federal contract to 
hold undocumented immigrants in a jail in Richmond with ICE. This comes 
as the national outcry against detaining illegal families separately. The 
Richmond Mayor says he heard rumors of the same and that the Board of 
Supervisors and the sheriff’s office were working out an end to the multi-
million dollar contract. The Mayor also asking for a tour of the West County 
Detention Facility in Richmond following allegations people being held there 
were possibly mistreated. But he was denied the request initially, and is set 
to check it out tomorrow.

The Gov. has signed a couple of bills to provide some protections to folks 
underinsured after the October wildfires. The first by Assemblyman Marc 
Levine of San Rafael to mandate certain information companies have to 
give to victims after a loss. This after some fire victims said it was hard to 
get access to the documents after the fires. The other bill by Assemblyman 
Jim Wood to require insurers to show the insured fire safety-related 
discounts they offer. That one goes into effect in 2020.

Signatures can be gathered on a petition to put an initiative on the 
November ballot to reverse a law allowing illegal immigrants living in 
California to get a driver’s license. The proposal would toss the "sanctuary 
state" law and stop automatic voter registration in the state too. A man 
organizing the drive, Don Rosenberg said to be against illegal immigration 
and says his plan would ensure more public safety, reduce voter fraud and 
prevent traffic fatalities. Since the Assembly Bill allowing driver’s licenses 
first became law in 2015, more than a million illegal immigrants in Calif. have 
been granted licenses.



jail since the shooting and was being held without bail.

A new Grand Jury report in Lake County finds the holding facility in 
Clearlake is not compliant with the American Disabilities Act and shows 
holding cells aren’t adequately monitored. The report also shows a 
disconnect between information on juveniles being held and that a contract 
with Tehama County lacked detailed information on the care of juveniles in 
custody. The findings after the Grand Jury inspected the juvenile hall in Red 
Bluff. They said adult facilities “largely met or exceeded” minimum 
requirements but it was the juvenile facility with concerns.

Another fire in Lake County, this in the recently scarred land from the 
Pawnee Fire. This one dubbed the Spring 2 Fire has burned 65 acres and is 
25 percent contained. As we’ve been reporting the Pawnee Fire is largely 
out, 100 percent contained Sunday. 22 structures burned in the fire. The 
Spring 2 Fire said to be burning on Bureau of Land Management land and a 
tiny bit in the Mendocino National Forest.

The County fire has burned nearly 90,300 acres in Napa and Yolo counties 
and is 75% contained, but there are still road closures and mandatory 
evacuation orders in place. The fire has burned 20 structures, full 
containment was predicted for Thursday.

A woman in Eureka’s been arrested after cops bring a search warrant to her 
house finding drug dealing taking place. Special Agents from the Humboldt 
County Drug Task Force went to Nancy Lee Burks home last Friday and say 
their police dog alerted to several places in the home, finding almost a half 
pound of what they thought was heroin along with more than $7,000 cash, 
which they say was drug dealing money. The woman taken to the Humboldt 
County Correctional Facility and booked for possession of a controlled 
substance for sales.

After one neighbor called the cops on a 12 year old with a lawn mowing 
business, his business apparently took off. Reggie Fields of Mr. Reggie’s 
Lawn Cutting Business in Maple Heights, Ohio cut the wrong person’s grass 
and they called the cops. A woman in the neighborhood posted a video 
about the ordeal on Facebook, now that video’s viewed nearly a half million 
times. And business is booming for Reggie too. The woman saying she got 
a bunch of messages about how to get in touch with Reggie and his family 
business.

A man shot along with his dad in Willits a week ago has died. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports 30 year old Miguel Ramirez of 
Covelo died at a hospital where he was taken after the shooting last week. 
His dad Calixto was killed the day of the shooting and his other son, 23 year 
old Ubaldo is being held in connection to the shootings last Tuesday on the 
101 south of Golden Rule. Ubaldo’s been

 in  

The County Fire now 80% contained after burning nearly 90,300 acres in 
Napa and Yolo counties. The weather is hot, hitting triple digits today with 
low humidity and some light wind. Firefighters working hard to get the fire 
totally surrounded, burning back fires to get part of the fire contained. It 
started about 10 days ago in Guinda on Highway 16. It’s currently the 
largest fire burning in the state. A new fire breaks out in the newly burned 
scar from the Pawnee Fire. The Spring 2 fire is already 50% contained 
though, after burning 80 acres. The Pawnee Fire’s 100 percent contained. 
And the Klamathon Fire in Siskiyou County’s burned 36,500 acres and is 
45% contained.
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A new police chief’s been named in Clearlake. 33 year old Andrew White, 
the commander and second-in-line at the Suisun City Police Department is 
coming to Clearlake. He and his family will live in Clearlake. The City 
Manager Greg Folsom says White’s coming with years of experience and 
skills that suit him to the job including supervision in animal control, code 
enforcement and technology. The city council will consider White’s 
employment contract at their meeting Thursday. It will be for three years to 
start and three months notice if they want to end or extend the contract. The 
job pays $130,000 a year with 5-percent bumps after two years on the job.

Updates from the Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight 
Committee. The Sheriff at the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
meeting Tuesday saying the committee is deciding on where the new mental 
health facility will be. One idea is to put it in the old Howard Hospital location 
in Willits, but there’s been some concern from residents there. The Sheriff 
asking the board to reach out to their constituents on the idea. He also 
spoke on the second report on mental health from a consultant. The 
committee has all cities in the county on an email list keeping them up to 
date. The Sheriff also requested the board give the committee answers as 
they need them to speed the process along.

A man from Hopland has been injured after a solo car crash into a tree. The 
CHP reports the man hit a tree along Highway 20 between Willits and Fort 
Bragg. The patrol says the 49 year old man was in a 2011 Toyota Tacoma 
pick-up going east on the Hwy west of James Creek last Saturday about 
halfway between Fort Bragg and Willits and apparently fell asleep, hitting 
the tree. He was taken to a hospital in Santa Rosa with major injuries, but 
the patrol says he had on his seatbelt and they don’t suspect drugs or 
alcohol to be factors in the accident.

A north coast legislator speaking out after the Governor sets millions aside 
in his latest budget for offices to work on taking down black market 
marijuana gardens, but none of the offices would be on the North Coast 
where most of the illegal grows are on the North Coast. Then the legislature 
says no to the funding anyway. Something Assemblyman Jim Wood says 
he’s frustrated about. The Times Standard newspaper reports Wood 
requested start up funding to slow the amount of money from Prop 64 
money to support smaller cannabis businesses that may not be able to 
comply with all the new rules. Wood also said in his statement to the paper 
that the Governor has not made legal cannabis a prioritu.

The City of Willits is surveying residents about a non-motorized biking or 
walking trail across from the North Coast Railroad Authority Tracks by 
Monday. The city looking to get feedback on the 1.6 mile path to run 
between East Commercial Street and East Hill Road. The city’s been trying 
to get the path funded for years. It was planned by the county with the city 
trying to get money in 2015 and 17 with no luck. The survey has had 
hundreds of responses so far. Then the city will do an urban review and put 
together a design idea as soon as 2019. It could be done in about a year 
and a half, by 2020.

FEMA has given the go-ahead to the Calif. Office of Emergency Services to 
repair a road damaged by the 2017 winter storms. The government will put 
$1.2 million forward to fix Redwood Road in Napa County. The FEMA 
administrator for the region says the funding will help the county recover 
after the severe storms and ensuing flooding and mudslides. The area 
declared a major disaster by the President so money is available to fix public 
infrastructure after the storms using FEMA’s Public Assistance program.



Firefighters working hard to finally get the County Fire in Napa and Yolo 
counties surrounded. And they’ve also almost got the Spring 2 fire, which 
started Monday in the Pawnee Trail north of the Spring Valley Lakes 
subdivision surrounded, it’s 80 acres and 80% contained. And the 
Klamathon Fire in Siskiyou County is not moving forward much more after 
burning 36,500 acres, it’s 55% contained. The County Fire’s the largest of 
the fires burning in Calif. at the moment, burning almost 90,300 acres and 
83% contained as of last night. It’s destroyed 20 structures. The Klamathon 
fire killed on person.

A man in Clearlake has been arrested for threatening text messages sent to 
random people. Police say Donald Steele also resisted arrest while in 
possession of a billy club. The man arrested yesterday after reports of 
criminal threats. Police say several people got the violent text messages and 
reported to police someone named Don had sent them. They went to 
Steele’s home but say he wouldn’t come outside so officers were going to 
leave, but then he came out with a wooden billy club and another 
homemade weapon with two saw blades attached to a long wooden handle. 
They say he wouldn’t drop it, but after some time they tackled him as he 
resisted, they finally took him down. He’s booked on being in possession of 
an illegal weapon, resisting arrest, and annoying phone calls/text messages.

A new grant for the city of Clearlake so the city can clean up blighted 
properties. The city applying for the Solid Waste Disposal and Codisposal 
Site Cleanup Grant for just over $214,000 through CalRecycle. The grants 
go to cities where whoever’s responsible for the blighted property refuses or 
cannot clean up themselves. After the properties are cleared, they have a 
lien put on them for the cost of the cleanup, then CalRecycle is reimbursed 
from sale proceeds.

 A man on a tractor crashes on the 101 and rolls, bashing into a car. The 
CHP says Donald Lind of Fort Bragg was on the tractor on the northbound 
side of the highway north of Bell Springs Road when for some reason he 
overturned on a curve, his cab crashed into a female driver from Oregon, 
then a load of logs fell off the tractor, spilling across all lanes of the highway 
which had to be shut down on and off for about four hours, so the scene 
could be cleaned. Lind was airlifted to a hospital in Redding with suspected 
serious injuries. No word if the female driver was injured.

A cause for the massive County Fire has been determined. Cal Fire says it 
looks like an improperly installed electric livestock fence ignited the 90,000 
acre fire, the biggest one burning in the state right now. It’s burning in Napa 
and Yolo counties and is currently 86% contained. The fire’s been burning 
nearly 2 weeks after starting on Highway 16 in the community of Guinda. 
The fire’s taken down 20 structures and damaged three. No word from Cal 
Fire who installed the fence or where it was exactly. But the person 
responsible has been cited. The Cal Fire Battalion Chief says they’re fighting 
quote, “islands” of fire inside the northern part of the fire. The fire could grow 
as tomorrow’s forecast calls for triple digit heat and low humidity.
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In Sonoma County a couple of wildfire survivors with local officials are 
calling on state legislators to stop the work on changing laws that say how 
public utilities will be liable for fire damage to private property. The Press 
Democrat reports the survivors and elected supervisors from three counties 
and a local government advocate had a public statement in Larkfield against 
the legislative effort led by the Gov. regarding how the $10 billion in 
damages from the October wildfires will be covered. PG&E has been 
fingered as the culprit for some of the fires due to equipment issues. But the 
utility company’s been lobbying lawmakers, the newspaper reports, for relief 
from inverse condemnation, which means they have to pay for private 
property damage.

A woman from El Granada has been arrested for lighting several hundred 
hay bales on fire. The San Mateo prosecutor’s office says Monica Berlin 
said it was about the zombie apocalypse. 1,600 hay bales lit up June 26th 
and July 3rd. They say she told a neighbor it was to prevent a cult from 
committing a massacre. She was busted on Highway 92 last Friday going 
100 miles an hour. They caught up to her in Atherton. She live-streamed the 
whole thing on Facebook saying she was “covering up a criminal conspiracy 
with the police department, and now they’re all chasing me, and it’s so 
scary.” She’s due in court on arson charges and more July 19th and was 
being held in San Mateo County jail on $100,000 bail.

California greenhouse gas emissions are way down, meeting a target years 
ahead of schedule. The Press Democrat reports on the Calif. Air Resources 
Board announcement that levels were down 13 percent, lower than 1990 
levels. Levels had peaked in 2004, according to the board, while the 
economy grew by 26 percent that year. Greenhouse gas emissions were off 
2.7 percent in 2016, just under the 431 million metric tons produced in 1990. 
It’s also the target level by 2020, that emissions return to 1990 levels and 
get to 40 percent below it by 2030.

A new report says Sen. Dianne Feinstein didn’t say her husband had some 
shares in Facebook prior to when Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg testified 
before the Senate in April. Sludge, a new investigative journalism group 
reporting Feinstein didn’t say her husband, Richard Blum, a wealthy 
investment banker, had $100,000 to $250,000 of Facebook shares. But her 
office says the Senator doesn’t discuss her husband’s financial transactions 
with him, saying she has no ownership or control over it.

Could be windy and wet with the remnants of a monsoon that first hit 
Phoenix earlier this week. The storm included powerful dust clouds too. It 
might impact Lake County today with a slight chance of rain in the North Bay 
and East Bay this afternoon thru tomorrow morning. The National Weather 
Service says the “monsoon moisture” is headed north from Arizona into 
Central and Northern California after it pounded Phoenix, AZ with 70 mph 
winds, heavy rain and dust storms.

A little higher voter turnout for the latest primary election. The Record Bee 
reports for the first time in a decade mid-term primary voting was up, at 
37%. The Secretary of State’s office still has a couple days to finalize the 
tally. The newspaper reports this year’s participation was a ten-year high for 
midterm primaries. The California Secretary of State’s Office showed Lake 
County’s turnout still lower than neighboring counties with almost 25 
percent, but it was just under 42% in Glenn and 43 percent in Colusa 
County.



In one of the first courtroom showdowns on California’s Sanctuary State 
Law, the state didn’t show up to court. The lawsuit, “City of Huntington 
Beach v. The State of California”. In court this week, the judge still went 
ahead and set dates and deadlines in the challenge against the state 
sanctuary law known as the California Values Act, filed in Huntington Beach 
by the City Attorney. City Atty. Michael Gates claiming the law is 
unconstitutional interfering with the city’s charter authority to enforce local 
laws and regulations, including the operation of the police department. The 
state has filed a motion for delay until a federal lawsuit on the matter is 
resolved.

It’s unanimous, the Fort Bragg City Council says yes to apply for a 
Department of Transportation BUILD Grant for repairs to the Skunk Train 
tunnel and tracks. The city looking to fix the line so it can carry freight and 
run commuter trains and have the tourist route reopened. They’ve not come 
up with the amount they want exactly, but it’s supposed to be in the 
neighborhood of $5 to $6 million dollars.

City leaders in Fort Bragg all voted yes to endorse the a recent 
homelessness report. The City Council voted unanimously on the 
Homelessness Needs Assessment and Action Steps for Mendocino County. 
A contractor prepared the report for the county, focusing on Ukiah, Willits, 
Fort Bragg and surrounding areas after interviewing various stakeholders 
and individuals impacted by homelessness. For Fort Bragg, the report had 
lower numbers on homelessness than many expected. There were more 
than two dozen action steps in the county report. The Fort Bragg city 
manager says they’ll participate in the process.

No longer a record holder… a man in India known for having the longest 
fingernails on one hand has finally cut them. Shridhar Chillal, of Pune didn’t 
cut the fingernails on his left hand since 1952. He kept them since he was 
only 14 and a teacher scolded him for breaking a nail. So he decided to see 
how long he could go. The now 82 year old says his 29 foot long, 10 inch 
nails were cut by a doctor and are in the Ripley’s Believe It Or Not! 
Odditorium in Times Square, NY.

A man charged in the murder of two children found in a storage unit in 
Redding and for the torture of another child is going to prison. Gonzalo 
Curiel got two life terms without the possibility of parole for the 2015 
murders. He also got another life sentence for the torture of the children’s 
sister. The children had been in the care of Curiel and his partner, Tami 
Huntsman at the time. He can seek parole in 2040, when he will be 42 years 
old. That’s only because he was a minor when the crimes were committed. 
He was convicted for the murders of 7 year old Shaun Tara and his 3 year 
old sister, Delylah. And for torturing the other child known only as Jane Doe 
who’s now 12. There were several other charges against Curiel too. Curiel 
and Huntsman were arrested in December of 2015 after it was found they 
left the dead children in a bin in the Redding storage unit. They were being 
cared for after their mom was killed in a car accident. Their dad was in jail.

A man in a crash near Big Lagoon with one person in the hospital with major 
injuries. The CHP says Jeffrey Holiman of Portland, OR, stopped on the 
shoulder of the northbound 101 to get a surfboard that fell out of his pickup, 
when another car, driven by Claude Grey of Coquille, OR slowed as he saw 
Holiman, but then thinking Holiman was about to run back to the right 
shoulder of the highway, he steered away from him, but accidentally hit him. 
Holiman rolled onto his hood and hit his windshield. He had major injuries 
and was taken to a hospital with his son who was waiting in the pickup. He 
was not injured, nor was Grey.
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The body found in Cache Creek in Lower Lake has been identified. The 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office says the remains found Sunday were of 18 
year old Noe Figueroa of Southern California. Detectives investigating the 
death say Figueroa came to the Ukiah area to visit family recently and went 
back to Lower Lake where he was staying. They say he drowned, but 
they’ve ordered a toxicology report which could take weeks to get the results 
from. They’re reaching out to the public now to see if anyone knew what 
Figueroa was up to while in town from July 1st-8th or if they might know 
where he had been living before his family visit.

More than 70 permits have been distributed to fire survivors after the 
Redwood Complex fires last year. The Daily Journal reports Mendocino 
County issuing 73 permits and another 23 to follow for rebuilding destroyed 
and damaged properties. This in an update to the Board of Supervisors from 
the Planning and Building Services Dept. and the Health and Human 
Services Dept. regarding the over-excavation on some of the land. There 
was also a report that some properties had debris left behind by U.S. Army 
Corps contractors. Problems with the rebuilds of some damaged private 
roads, leaving residents who use them in limbo. The County is also 
releasing their Project Plan for 2018-2019 for public comment showing 
which projects are getting priority and what grants will be applied for and 
where the money for recovery projects will be spent, plus how to better 
respond in future disasters.

Fort Bragg has 90 days to transition from at large to district based council 
member elections. The City Council voted on Monday for the resolution 
showing they intend to make the change, giving three months to make the 
change, and during that time, the city cannot be sued. It comes after a local 
lawyer told the city he thought the city’s at-large election process may be 
against the Calif. Voting Rights Act of 2001. So the city then had 45 days to 
respond. So the city moved to make the transition within that 45 day 
deadline and cannot be sued. And with that, as part of state law, anyone 
who sues can only recover up to $30,000.

A small shed has burned in Ukiah, sending smoke into the sky. The Ukiah 
Valley Fire Authority responded to the call on Luce Ave for a fully-involved 
structure and says there was more smoke than flames, nobody home at the 
time the fire broke out, and say it looked like the fire started outside. No 
word if the fire was set or an accident, and they’re looking into that. Fire 
officials say it looks like the home nearby was under renovation, with tools, 
bicycles and wires. The shed reportedly damaged but not destroyed and the 
fire was contained in the shed and a little bit of a grassy area.

It’s a no for speed bumps on South Orchard. The Traffic Engineering 
Committee in Ukiah denied the request from a resident, but says they’ll 
come up with other potential solutions. The Daily Journal reports the Public 
Works Director reported to the committee that requests for “No Parking” 
zones by the new Costco were not contested so city staff is recommended 
they go in one between Walmart and the Furniture Design Center and the 
other between Ken Fowler Auto and Costco. And bike lanes to be installed 
along Washington Avenue between South State and South Dora streets 
means there has to be an option for residents to keep parking on the street. 
The City Council will take up that matter next.



The Lake County Grand Jury says there’s work to be done during 
emergencies, saying the Lake County Community Development Department 
didn’t help the public much after many of the most devastating wildfires 
going all the way back to 2015. This is the final report from the jury after 
they investigated a complaint saying there was poor management and 
inspection procedures in the county’s community development department. 
The report did give kudos however to the Clearlake and Lakeport City 
building and planning departments saying the county could learn from those 
departments.

Staffers in Lake County get to work on the Cannabis Business Tax after the 
Board of Supervisors gets an update. There will now be an add on to the 
county ordinance so the county can take in revenue from the sale of 
cannabis. That would cover cultivating, dispensing, producing, processing, 
preparing, storing, providing, donating, selling, or distributing medical 
cannabis or medical cannabis products by commercial cannabis businesses. 
The county counsel also told the board there should be a new position for a 
Tax Administrator who could oversee a new administrative program to make 
sure the taxes are collected. There are all sorts of rules that go with the new 
tax too and potential fines for those who don’t pay.

A new rule in California for state utility companies, including PG&E, so they 
have to tell their customers if there’s going to be a power line offline to 
prevent fires. This after state utility regulators unanimously voted on the new 
regulations for power companies who de-energize lines during extreme 
weather. The companies have to try to reach each person who is a 
customer before they shut down a power grid. The California Public Utilities 
Commission says this will be helpful during emergencies so electricity’s not 
flowing, which could be unsafe, but they say it has to be done with quote, 
great thought and with consideration of customers.

The state attorney general being sued because scores of gun owners were 
unable to register their recently banned weapons in California’s system. 
There was a deadline of June 30th for online reporting but apparently the 
system continued to crash, so now several gun advocacy groups are suing 
the Attorney General Xavier Becerra. The gun owners with Bottom of Form

bullet-button assault weapons couldn’t make the deadline. In 2016 bullet 
buttons were banned by the state because they were used in a terrorist 
attack in San Bernardino. It then became a crime to own a unregistered 
assault weapon in the state. The lawsuit says the Department of Justice got 
calls for help with registration but didn’t respond by the deadline and told 
callers there was nothing they could do.

The alleged East Bay Rapist in court with many of the victims after a judge 
unsealed warrants showing what led to police arresting the man now in 
custody. Joseph James DeAngelo, a father of three arrested in April in 
Citrus Heights connected thru a unique DNA match, in a Sacramento 
courtroom yesterday. He’s due for court again in September. Several victims 
or family members were also in court yesterday. The former cop, DeAngelo 
has been connected by detectives to some of the crimes. The East Bay 
Rapist suspected of killing at least 12 people in four counties and raping 
more than 50 others. He faces another 10 murder charges in Orange, 
Ventura and Santa Barbara counties.
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Unanimous for a new police chief in Clearlake. The City Manager has been 
directed to officially hire Andrew White after the vote to execute the 
proposed employment contract. White has been a commander at the Suisun 
City Police Department in Solano County, working for 16 years in law 
enforcement with experience as a police academy instructor and in various 
other departments. The last chief retired last December after an injury. 
There was an acting chief since then. There were about 20 applications for 
the job with the top candidates being interviewed by a panel of community 
members, representatives from the Clearlake Police Officers Association 
and chiefs of similar sized communities.

The two largest fires in Northern Calif. right now are nearly contained. Lake 
Co News reports the County fire, in Napa and Yolo counties, and the 
Klamathon fire in Siskiyou County have charred more than 126,000 acres 
the last two weeks. The County Fire’s burned just under 90,300 acres and is 
95-percent contained and should be totally surrounded Sunday. The fire 
burned 20 structures and damaged three more and has been burning since 
June 30th when it started near Guinda in Yolo County. It also burned into 
Napa county after starting by an improperly installed electric fencing unit. 
The Klamathon fire started July 5th and has burned 36,500 acres near 
Hornbrook, killing one person and injuring 3 firefighters. It’s currently 80% 
contained.

There may soon be fire watch cameras popping up in Sonoma County. The 
Board of Supervisors are thinking about installing the cameras to find 
wildfires early and quickly send resources. There are fire watch cameras on 
top of Bald Mountain which saw the County Fire. which has burned more 
than 90,000 acres. One idea is to put cameras around Santa Rosa. They 
could be hoisted up on top of existing towers with the first ones to go up by 
Lake Sonoma since there are more than 600,000 people in the North Bay 
who get their drinking water from it. The cost is pegged at about $475,000. 
County supervisors will take up the matter again next month.

A pipe bomb has been detonated at Monte Rio Beach. The Sonoma County 
Sheriff’s Office reports the live bomb was disarmed Saturday morning after it 
was found under the Monte Rio Bridge. The bridge was closed and 
surrounding area evacuated. Then the bomb squad came and took care of 
the device and the beach was reopened. The beach is the biggest public 
beach on the lower Russian River, east of the Monte Rio Bridge and known 
locally as Big Rocky Beach.

A man found guilty of murdering another man in Fort Bragg on Christmas a 
few years ago will spend his life behind bars. The D-A reports Caleb Silver is 
going to prison for nearly 34 years for killing Denis Boardman. The life 
sentence handed down last week for multiple crimes, including the murder 
charge. Silver was requesting a new trial, but the D-A opposed it and the 
court also denied it. The victim’s daughter spoke at the sentencing and 
Silver addressed the court too saying he was sorry that the real killer was 
still out there, denying it was him.

Two men in Little River have been arrested for a burglary. Last Wednesday 
Mendocino deputies got a call to a burglary in progress, someone 
apparently interrupted the suspects who took off. Deputies went to reports of 
the car that had been at the burglary traveling on Comptche-Ukiah Road 
headed to North Highway 1 and stopped the car, finding Bo Eder and Elijah 
Swithenbank. The two were arrested after being found with items that had 
been stolen from the residence and burglary tools. Deputies also found 
more items along the road from the house. The resident of the home had 
died. The two arrested on several crimes including burglary, possession of 
burglary tools and conspiracy to commit a crime.



A winter feeding ground is being built on the Ten Mile River north of Fort 
Bragg. The Nature Conservancy is building the feeding ground on part of 
the Smith Ranch which granted the group a conservation easement a few 
years ago. The conservancy separated the creek from grazing cattle and 
since then it’s bolstered the habitat for juvenile fish. They’re trying to create 
winter habitat using traps they check daily to see if fish are migrating and 
what their condition is like.

A woman at Trinidad Beach has been bitten by a small shark. An 
ambulance called to the scene over the weekend after a woman in knee 
deep water was bitten. A picture of the tiny shark is posted on the Red 
Headed Blackbelt news site. The woman had a minor injury.

A fire’s been put out along the railroad tracks in Ukiah but not before it 
damaged medical storage units. The fire Saturday close to the Adventist 
Health medical facilities on Hospital Drive said to be suspicious. The Ukiah 
Valley Fire Facebook page noted the fire was reported around 2:34 p.m. 
next to the railroad tracks between the medical property and Mason Street. 
Since it was windy out the flames expanded and several storage facilities 
were lost, but the fire never reached inside the facility.

The County Fire’s been 100% contained finally. The fire which charred more 
than 140 square miles in Yolo and Napa counties was surrounded by 
Saturday evening after burning for more than two weeks. It started June 
30th near Guinda. Just under 90,300 acres burned along with 20 structures. 
Three others were damaged. Last week Cal Fire reported an improperly 
installed electric livestock fence started the fire which was the biggest in the 
state so far this year.

U-S Senator Diane Feinstein may have gotten more votes in the primary 
then her closest rival, State Senator Kevin de Leon, but the California 
Democratic Party is supporting him, not her. The party’s executive board 
saying no to Feinstein asking it to stay neutral. But De Leon working to get 
party activists behind him as a new contender with new ideas, to fight 
President Trump’s agenda. 217 delegates supported de Leon this weekend 
and only 22 got behind Feinstein. 94 voted for no endorsement.

A firefighter’s been killed in Yosemite National Park as he worked to prevent 
a wildfire from spreading. 36 year old Heavy Fire Equipment Operator 
Braden Varney killed Saturday as he worked on the fire near the west end of 
the park and the Sierra National Forest. He worked overnight after the fire 
started Friday on a bulldozer, cutting a firebreak to stop the fire from 
heading to a nearby community. No word on exactly what happened, except 
that the bulldozer rolled. He had been with CalFire for a decade. His father 
was also a CalFire heavy equipment operator.

The Mendocino County Clerk says the third place candidate in the 5th 
District Supervisor race will not be in the November run-off. Susan 
Ranochak says only the death of one of the top two vote getters would 
qualify the third place winner a spot on the ballot. This after second place 
candidate Chris Skyhawk decided to withdraw from the race because of a 
serious stroke about three weeks ago. It was supposed to be Ted Williams, 
the top vote getter, against Skyhawk. David Roderick was third. So 
Skyhawk’s name will still appear on the ballot in November.
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The California State Controller has been injured in a suspected impaired 
driving incident. The CHP reports Betty Yee was injured last Friday 
afternoon after someone high on marijuana crashed into her and her 
husband who were in an unmarked state vehicle driven by a CHP officer. 
They were all stopped when they got rear-ended. The driver, 25 year old 
Aaron Ba Sean George received major injuries in the crash and was 
suspected to be driving under the influence of marijuana. Yee and her 
husband were both injured and taken to a hospital, but their driver was not 
hurt.

More hours at the DMV after too many complaints about long wait times. So 
the California Department of Motor Vehicles may have to go in front of a 
legislative committee on the matter. The DMV announcing it was expanding 
Saturday hours and they’ll be opening an hour early on weekdays too 
because of the new Federal REAL ID requirement, a new queuing system 
and a new license and ID application. Some Assembly members requesting 
a Joint Legislative Audit Committee audit on the wait times after they were 
tipped off by constituents about , quote “unacceptably long wait times, 
inaccurate information, and disorganization at branch offices.”

A sudden drop in altitude on a Chinese airline after the co-pilot starts up an 
e-cigarette in the cockpit. The Air China flight suddenly drops nearly 20,000 
feet after the co-pilot accidentally turned off the plane’s air conditioning 
system. Apparently the co-pilot didn’t tell the pilot and tried to turn off some 
air recycling fans so the vapor didn’t spread into the passenger cabin, but he 
hit the wrong switch which led to a drop in oxygen levels. 153 passengers 
and nine crew members were aboard. They did however land safely last 
Thursday.

It’s been nine months since the October fire storm and in Sonoma County 
there are still folks waiting on line to get food from a food bank. The Press 
Democrat reports Redwood Empire Food Bank is still running its Station 
3990 program which is held a dozen times a week in seven cities since last 
October. They’ve distributed at least $4 million in food to as many as 28,000 
households and 110,000 individuals. But folks are still showing up and 
there’s been an uptick in demand. They started out only distributing food 
right after the fires to 1,200 households a week. Now they say at least 500 
households are there weekly looking for help.

A major meeting of folks across Mendocino County to talk about 
homelessness. The Health and Human Services Agency’s Housing Options 
for Mendocino (HOMe) Team, working with the Mendocino County 
Homeless Services Continuum of Care (MCHSCoC) had a consultant come 
in to work with the local community and service providers, law enforcement 
agencies and government leaders from Ukiah, Willits and Fort Bragg. They 
came up with a plan to respond to a report from March on homelessness in 
the county. They used that as a template in their three hour meeting July 
2nd where they talked about keeping the public informed and working 
collaboratively. Their new plan will address the root causes of 
homelessness; use data that has common definitions and language; 
education; use various approaches and minimize how it effects the 
community among other ideas.

The Humane Society of Inland Mendocino County has their annual 
fundraiser calling it a success. The Daily Journal reports they had their 
yearly Raffle and Supporter Appreciation Day over the weekend with tons of 
prizes, food and live entertainment. It’s one of four fundraiser’s the nonprofit 
has each year. As you may know, they’re a pet adoption center which 
launched back in 1992 in rural Redwood Valley. They adopt about 400 cats 
and kittens and 300 dogs and puppies every year and are managed fully by 
donations, membership dues, and fundraising events.



A fire quickly doused near the KOA campground on Highway 20 in Willits. 
The fire Saturday was being called the Camp Fire and happened between 
the Skunk Train and the ridge and not on KOA property. The Little Lake Fire 
Protection District, CAL FIRE and the Brooktrails Fire Department were all 
there with several air tankers and a Helicopter. It charred 7 acres before it 
was totally surrounded. There were no reports of injuries, but one firefighter 
did have heat-related sickness and was taken to a hospital, treated and 
released. The fire may have spread quick due to weather conditions. Willits 
is under a heat advisory today and tomorrow. Some kittens were apparently 
saved from under a shed at the campground.

Caltrans has been sent a proposal for safety-focused improvements on 
Highway 20 on the northern shore of Clear Lake for pedestrian safety. The 
Record Bee reports there’s been three town halls on the proposal and 
Supervisor Jim Steele requested the proposal be submitted. It’s got various 
safety feature ideas and modifications for Highway 20 from Clearlake Oaks 
to Upper Lake. Steele saying that stretch has him concerned even after 
Caltrans did work on the road in the past, saying there needs to be more 
crosswalks or safety features. The Caltran proposals includes speed limit 
reductions, flashing crosswalk lights at the Nice/Lucerne cutoff, brighter 
street lights in Lucerne, pedestrian activated crosswalk lights in Clearlake 
Oaks and more.

A motorcycle with a couple of kids on it crashes into a car in Clearlake. 
Clearlake police say Leslie Johnson of Clearlake driving a 2004 Ford 
Mustang when two juveniles on the motorcycle going about 20 mph 
slammed into the Mustang, missing a stop sign on Locust Street and Austin 
Drive. The Mustang could not avoid the bike which slammed into the front of 
the car and the riders were thrown from the motorcycle. The motorcycle then 
burst into flames, a patrol officer in the area put the fire out and medics 
arrived within minutes. One of the kids had major injuries and the other with 
moderate injuries. The driver of the mustang was not hurt.

A national award’s been giving to Sonoma County for its digital work during the October wildfires to keep residents up to date during recovery. The award was first place in the Digital Counties Survey by the Center for Digital Government along with the National Association of Counties, to recognize U.S. counties’ best technology practices. The Press Democrat reports after the fire’s started in October in Sonoma County and Santa Rosa they put together the website, sonomacountyrecovers.org as a portal of information for residents on federal financial assistance, debris removal work and other fire-related items. The County won for counties who have populations of 500,000 to 999,999 residents.

A woman from Oregon missing after her car went off a cliff near Big Sur 
speaks out about how she survived. A couple camping nearby found the 
woman. Chelsea and Chad Moore saw the Jeep Liberty at the bottom of a 
200-foot cliff, bringing some items they found with the jeep to police. Then 
within about a half hour they found the driver, 23 year old Angela 
Hernandez, injured but stable. The couple called 911 and police pulled 
Hernandez from below. Hernandez says she he used a radiator hose from 
her car to siphon water from a nearby stream to stay hydrated.

Uber, still struggling to stay afloat after some allegations of sexual 
harassment, now reportedly under federal investigation for discriminating 
against women regarding hiring and pay. A former employee alleged the 
company had a massive sexual harassment problem and that management 
and HR didn’t respond properly. A blog post alleges the former Uber CEO 
allowed the sexual misbehavior to go on. Now claims are being investigated 
by the U.S. Equal Opportunity Commission into the company paying women 
less and discriminating against them in the hiring process.

http://sonomacountyrecovers.org/
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A woman in London calls police for a suspected prowler or burglar… but 
when cops get there to investigate the loud noises, they found a rogue 
squirrel instead. The emergency call to dispatch sends cops to the woman’s 
home where they say the squirrel had knocked some items over at the 
house and caused a mess, Harrow Borough Police tweeting the “rogue 
squirrel” was released with no charges.

A special board meeting’s being held by the Mendocino County Homeless 
Services Continuum of Care (MCHSCoC) on a few funding related items. 
They’ll be voting about whether to use new tools for assessing applications 
for Housing and Community Development (HCD) and Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) funding, decide if they should approve certain 
submitted applications and whether some money should be reallocated. The 
meeting July 30th at the Mendocino County Community Development 
Commission building in Ukiah.

A woman in Fort Bragg has been arrested after reports of shoplifting a week 
before. Police say they got a call to Harvest Market Monday that the woman 
had stolen items there last week. Then she apparently gave a bogus name 
to police, that of her own mom… She’s since identified as Dayna Anderson. 
Police chased her for about a mile and say she violated crimes on the way, 
turning her car around near an intersection and was finally stopped by 
Shoreline Cottages where she’d been staying. She was arrested for 
shoplifting and other crimes and taken to Mendocino County Jail.

An explosion exposes a hash lab in Eureka. Police at the scene of the 
explosion last night say one person ended up in the hospital after the butane 
explosion. The man who was injured was able to walk himself to the 
stretcher and just had minor burn injuries. Police then went to the hospital to 
interview the man, but no further details were immediately available.

A woman from England dies in a solo car crash on State Route 128 in 
Mendocino County. The crash near mile post marker 31.5 with three people 
inside. They apparently drove up a steep incline where another vehicle had 
dropped several bails of dirt on the highway. The driver out of the vehicle on 
the shoulder to help clear the highway, but then their vehicle went 
backwards, down the incline, over the shoulder and down a steep 
embankment. Inside that vehicle, the front and rear passenger were thrown 
out of the car, the front passenger died at the scene. The rear passenger 
with moderate injuries and taken to a hospital. Police say the driver of the 
car Chris Parsons and the passenger who died was Patricia Sanz Munoz, 
with the rear passenger identified as Luis Parsons. They do not suspect 
drugs or alcohol as a factor.

Police in Fortuna on the lookout for a man they say choked a woman until 
she was unconscious. Police looking for the man reported as suicidal. They 
say the woman at the home they were called to was choked by a man she 
has been living with. She told police when she came to again, James Shinn 
then threatened to kill himself. She was able to run and call police. She was 
examined at the scene and refused further treatment. Police have put out a 
be on the lookout report for the man described as being 49 years old, 5 foot 
11, about 275-300 pounds with a shaved head and blue eyes. He’s wanted 
for domestic violence and assault likely to cause great bodily injury.

The new Costco is finally opening. The 141,000-square-foot warehouse 
finally opens tomorrow. The Daily Journal reports on a tour the paper took of 
the new facility on Airport Park Blvd. 230 people have jobs at the big box 
store that’s been years in the making. The store is south of the Ken Fowler 
Auto Center. The newspaper reports all of the paving and roadwork that has 
been ongoing for several months is done. There are still some finishing 
touches outside like certain street lights aren’t lit up.



Public hearings are being held by the Bureau of Cannabis Control across 
California so residents can hear about proposed laws and rules for 
commercial medicinal and adult-use cannabis. August 7th at 10 AM at the 
Hilton Oakland Airport, then August 14th at 10 AM at the Millennium 
Biltmore in L-A and on August 27th also at 10 AM at the Tsakopoulos 
Library Galleria in Sacramento. The bureau also published the proposed 
new regulations in the California Regulatory Notice Register which regularly 
shows formal rules in process of being adopted. The public comments are 
being accepted both in writing and during these forums. They will not take 
any public comments on the phone.

The City of Clearlake is starting road construction on the east side of the 
city. The city announcing the Dam Road Extension Project is starting in the 
area known as the Avenues. Apparently noted during the Clayton Fire that 
there needed to be another way out, so this project will put in another exit 
route which will connect the Avenues to Dam Road. The City Manager Greg 
Folsom says he thinks it’s going to be one of the most important projects in 
years and that those living nearby will be pleased with the outcome, saying 
there will be better access to local schools, Walmart and a new Tractor 
Supply and Big 5. The project will run more than a million dollars and comes 
from a Series A Redevelopment Bond fund.

The city of Santa Rosa is going after PG&E for the October firestorm, filing a 
lawsuit against the utility giant. The Press Democrat reports the lawsuit due 
to damage caused by the historical and devastating fires last October. The 
lawsuit was filed one week ago, but it was announced yesterday at the City 
Council meeting. Santa Rosa follows Sonoma, Lake, Mendocino and Napa 
counties who are also all suing PG&E for the fires where 5,300 homes 
burned in Sonoma County alone, killing 24 people there. A spokesperson for 
Santa Rosa says they’ll consolidate their suit with the other local 
government lawsuits against the utility. The final Cal Fire report on the 
Tubbs fire is not done, but it had already been determined PG&E power 
equipment caused 16 other major fires across Northern California last 
October, including those others in Sonoma, and in Lake, Napa and 
Mendocino counties.

The Lakeport City Council says no it’s not going to put a measure on the 
ballot to totally ban safe and sane fireworks. Apparently there had been 
complaints from residents about the fireworks because of the potential for 
fire danger. The Board of Supervisors has considered the fireworks ban and 
four supervisors even signed a letter to the city council about the sale of the 
fireworks saying it should end due to the wildfires in the past, present and 
for the extreme risk of more. There were also letters of support in the council 
agenda packet for the ban from the Lake County Fire Chief and Northshore 
Fire Protection District.

Anyone interested in running for Lakeport City Council can grab an 
application packet. The official nomination papers are available now for 
those interested. There are two open spots, they are for four year terms. 
Those interested have to be registered to vote and live within Lakeport city 
limits. And the deadline is August 10th. The candidates have to be 
nominated so they have to gather signatures of registered voters. The 
county clerk has all nominating guidelines and more.



The first death from whooping cough this year announced in California. The 
state Department of Public Health reported an infant in San Bernardino died 
from pertussis, the first infant confirmed to have died of the disease in Calif. 
since 2016, when there were two deaths. The head of the department says 
it’s a tragedy as the disease is preventable and that immunizations are the 
first line of defense for an ever present disease like this. The agency reports 
between 50 to 200 babies have to be hospitalized each year with pertussis. 
And the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the state’s health 
dept. continue to recommend expectant mothers get a whooping cough 
booster shot the soonest they can between 27 and 36 weeks of pregnancy, 
even if they had the immunization previously.

The city of Willits receives a grant so it can install a couple of electric car 
charging stations. The money granted from the Land Trust for the charging 
stations in public parking lots so that four cars can charge at a time. The 
stations are not online yet, but have been put in already. The city planner 
says they’re just waiting for PG&E to light up the charging stations which 
should be online by the end of July. But apparently it could take longer as 
the utility is working on summer wildfires.

A Walmart store in Tennessee had to be closed down for several hours after 
a raccoon went inside and could not be caught. There were customers 
waiting outside the retailer Monday morning in Covington who were told they 
had to stay closed until the captured the critter. The company called out a 
wildlife removal service who were in the store for several hours looking for 
the raccoon. No injuries were reported during the escapade.

Police in Ukiah asking for the public’s help to find whoever shot and tried to 
kill a teenager. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports getting a 
report of a shooting yesterday in the 3000 Block of Sol Lane, just off of Lake 
Mendocino Drive. They got there and found an 18 year old man with several 
gunshot wounds. He was taken to a hospital for treatment, but they don’t 
have an update on his condition. Police report there may have been 
someone seen running from the area, but they have no description on the 
alleged shooter. They’re asking anyone with info or if they saw anything 
suspicious or a car in the area of the shooting to call the Sheriff’s office.

There’s been an arrest after reports of a grass fire behind Sears. Police got 
a call near the fire Saturday morning which was quickly put out after the first 
engine got there. They say they questioned someone then arrested them on 
suspicion of arson. Police say there were several suspicious fires along the 
railway tracks, the biggest near Mason Street near medical office buildings 
across the street from Adventist Health Ukiah Valley. The Ukiah Valley Fire 
Authority says that fire was suspicious too. They’re asking the public for help 
figuring out who set it and now say the person arrested has admitted to the 
Sears area fire. They’re urging anyone who may have seen anything 
suspicious near the tracks to call 911.

Illegal fireworks going off have Fort Bragg police out. On Monday cops say 
they went to Glass Beach Drive and found three males, one adult and two 
juveniles, along with two females, one adult and one juvenile, near a parked 
car at the end of Glass Beach Drive. Police say while talking to the group 
they found obvious evidence of the three males being part of a criminal 
street gang, then they found a loaded semi-automatic handgun near the car. 
Police interviewed everyone and found the three males were in possession 
of the firearm before police got there, so they were arrested, and the two 
females were released. The man was taken to Mendocino County Jail and 
the two male juveniles went to the Mendocino County Juvenile Hall. Police 
say one of the kids gave police a fake name so cops wouldn’t know he was 
part of a gang.
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A new report on Mendocino County’s Jail Based Competency Treatment for 
the mentally ill shows the program’s a model being shared around the state. 
A program clinician, J. Holden has put out the report about those found 
incompetent to stand trial because of serious mental illness. The report says 
nearly a dozen seriously mentally ill misdemeanor defendants and another 
with a felony charge were cared for outside the jail system, they were 
restored to competency in some fashion so they could either be further 
treated or stand trial in their case. The report did say however that psychotic 
disorders, homelessness, substance abuse, and medication noncompliance 
were major risk factors associated with incompetency. The report also 
shows restoring the seriously mentally ill to competency cost more than 
$7,000 per patient.

A new board member has been selected for Mendocino Coast District 
Hospital. The hospital and the Mendocino Coast Healthcare District Board of 
Directors announced Tom Birdsell as the new board member starting this 
past Monday. He’ll serve until the next election in November and was the 
top pick of the eight community members who applied for the position. They 
all gave a two minute opening statement, answered five questions from a 
community moderator, and then had a two minute closing summary 
statement. Birdsell had served on the Mendocino Coast Healthcare District 
Board previously from 2007 through 2016, and was also on the Finance and 
Planning Committees from 2015 until now.

Microphor, a longtime Willits business says it’s closing. The Wabtec facility 
is closing at the beginning of next year, putting 18 people out of work. It will 
apparently start in phases on January 1st. It means all Microphor operations 
should cease to operate by the end of the first quarter next year. Then 
operation will be consolidated into a facility Wabtec owns in Greenville, 
South Carolina. The parent company saying those affected by the plant 
closing who don’t plan to relocate will get severance packages and 
assistance transitioning to new jobs, plus they can also apply for jobs at 
other Wabtec locations.

A movement to divide California into three states has been turned down by 
the state’s highest court. The state Supreme Court with an order for the 
secretary of state not to add the ballot initiative because of the validity of the 
idea. The court’s also considering whether the environmental group, the 
Planning and Conservation League’s argument that it would drastically 
change California’s government structure is something that shouldn’t be 
decided simply thru a ballot initiative. The initiative to slice the state into 
Northern California, California and Southern California. Those who support it 
say the state is just too big.

It’s been a minute, but the scenic stretch of Highway 1 by Big Sur has finally 
reopened to traffic. It’s been more than a year since that gigantic landslide 
closed off access to Big Sur. It’s opened two days ahead of schedule. The 
state Dept. of Transportation made the announcement on the newly built, 
two-lane stretch of road opening after closing in May of 2017. The area of 
Mud Creek near Ragged Point in Big Sur hit by a slide with millions of tons 
of soil moving down the hillside, moving 75 acres of land. It also created 15 
new coastline acres, 9 miles north of the Monterey-San Luis Obispo county 
line.

The one bar in Forestville, there for years, is closing. The bar’s entrance 
locked with signs saying it’s unsafe to enter because of a Sonoma County 
Code saying there were too many structural problems that make it unsafe 
for those inside. The club owner says he hopes he can reopen while repairs 
are ongoing. The owner says the county over reacted to big cracks and 
gaps in a rear concrete wall and a retaining wall.
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Free postage for those voting by mail. The Governor announcing he signed 
the bill requiring return ballot envelopes have prepaid postage. Right now 
about a dozen or so of the state’s counties will provide postage paid ballots 
for the upcoming election in November. The counties have to cover the cost 
but might be able to get paid back from the state. It starts officially next year.

A judge tossing a case in Sacramento someone brought against the 
Attorney General Xavier Becerra saying he wasn’t qualified to serve. A 
Republican lawyer, Eric Early, ran unsuccessfully against Becerra and two 
other attorney general candidates in June went to court before the election 
saying Becerra didn’t meet the statutory requirements for his job. He says 
he’s not surprised at the outcome and that he will appeal. He claims Becerra 
can’t serve because he was admitted to the bar in 1985 but listed as inactive 
from 1991 to 2017 when he was in Congress.

A 72 year old man recovering after a group of young man beats him in 
Berkeley. Police say the man was walking in the city a couple Fridays ago 
when the group of six to eight young men attacked him from behind. Police 
say one of them hit the older man in the back of his head, so he fell, then 
the others repeatedly kicked him, so much, he could barely crawl. Berkeley 
police say the group did not know the man and they don’t know what the 
motive is. Cops now on the lookout for a car seen leaving the scene.

A home in Ukiah’s been gutted by a fire and another nearby has been 
damaged. Ukiah Valley Fire Authority, Cal Fire and firefighters from Hopland 
and Redwood Valley came out to the report of the fire on North Oak Street. 
Some of the first reports say it may have been a gas line outside one of the 
homes that had broken. There were no reports of injuries.

A driver in Texas in trouble with the law after trying to light up some meth 
next to a police car at a red light. A couple of cops in El Paso in their patrol 
car and looked over and say Fredrick Brown in a white 2018 Ford Fiesta 
lighting up, they immediately pulled the guy over finding more than 22 grams 
of crystal meth on him, a half-ounce of marijuana and several pipes. He’s 
arrested on charges of possession of a controlled substance and 
possession of marijuana.

Three people are behind bars and charged with kidnapping and killing a 
man from Cloverdale who had been missing since late June. Authorities say 
they found the body of 46 year old Jose Martinez in a marijuana garden 
Healdsburg earlier this week, where they say he had been buried after he 
was shot to death in a creek bed near the Lake and Sonoma county line. 
Investigators say Martinez knew at least one of those accused, identified as 
34 year old Socorro Sierra of Healdsburg, thorough what they call significant 
marijuana dealings. Sierra and the other two suspects, who are from Santa 
Rosa, are all being held at Sonoma County jail without bail Authorities say 
this is just the latest in a series of violent drug related incidents in Sonoma 
County this year.

It’s been a while coming, but Mendocino County has its first Costco store. 
The doors to that new store on Airport Park Boulevard in Ukiah swung open 
Thursday and hundreds of shoppers showed up for the first day. Costco 
says it has are more than 9,000 members in the region, who until now had 
to travel out of the county to shop at its stores. Mayor Kevin Doble says the 
opening is a big deal because it will keep local money in the local economy, 
and will provide good jobs for county residents. Costco first brought up plans 
for a local store in 2011 but they were held up by a series of environmental 
and legal challenges.



A damaged phone line causing problems at the Lake County sheriff’s office. 
A car hit that line in the North Lakeport area on Thursday afternoon, 
knocking out phones at the county 9 1 1 center. 9 1 1 calls were quickly 
rerouted to other agencies, but other calls, including non emergency calls to 
the dispatch center were affected. The county says A T T has been working 
on the problem.

A warning about some yucky-looking and possibly toxic blue-green algae in 
Clear Lake near Richmond Park and Clearlake Oaks. Lake county officials 
say water samples have shown the algae in parts of the lake, so they are 
urging people to stay away from any blooms. Warning signs have also gone 
up where the slime has been found and county health officials say they will 
continue to monitor the water. Exposure to blue green algae can have some 
nasty side effects, like skin rash, stomach problems and flu like symptoms.

Authorities are still investigating how–and why– a car ended up in Lake 
Mendocino off the South Boat ramp. There was no one inside when the car 
was fished out of the water early Thursday, but police suspect it was driven 
off the ramp at a high rate of speed by a man and women who were spotted 
the scene.

Investigators are still trying to figure out what caused a tanker explosion at 
Kaiser Permanente office in Santa Rosa. The blast on Wednesday seriously 
injured the truck driver, who was making a delivery of oxygen to the facility 
about a mile north of the main Kaiser site on Old Redwood Highway. The 
driver is still in the hospital. Office building 5 remains closed for inspections 
today and Kaiser says it is contacting people who had appointments there to 
reschedule. The investigation includes local and state authorities but the 
results may not be known for months.

There’s an opening on the Lakeport Fire Protection District Board and the 
county Board of Supervisors is looking for someone to fill it. Applicants have 
to live in the district and be registered to vote in the County to be eligible for 
that volunteer job. You can find applications at the County Clerk’s office or 
online on the county website.

Clearlake residents will be able to learn more about the state of their city at 
a meeting set for August 1st. The City and the Chamber of Commerce will 
hold a presentation that will allow residents to hear directly from the Police 
Department, Code Enforcement, Public Works, Finance, Building 
Department, City Clerk, Clear Lake Chamber of Commerce, PEG TV and 
others in an informal gathering starting at 5:00 PM, with a formal 
presentation starting at 6:00. The session will take place at the Clearlake 
Community Center on Bowers Avenue. City manager Greg Folsom says 
there are a lot of good things happening in the city and that residents will 
have a chance to hear about them from those in charge.

President Trump has pulled the controversial nomination of a judge to 
California’s Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals based in San Francisco.. That 
after at least two Republican Senators joined with Democrats who objected 
to Ryan Bounds because of some writings he did while a student at Stanford 
in the 1990’s. Reports say Rounds was the author of several articles in a 
conservative campus newspaper that some viewed as racist. Rounds is 
currently a federal prosecutor in Oregon.

It looks like Obamacare premiums in California are going up in 2019, but not 
as much as they have in the last two years. The executive director of 
Covered California says the rates will rise on average by 8.7 percent. That’s 
less than the double digit increases this year and last and also less than rate 
increases proposed in other states.



There’s a house for sale near Los Angeles that you have seen, but probably 
never been to. The home shown in the opening and closings of The Brady 
Bunch is on the market for almost 1.9 million dollars. The current owners 
bought the place for $61,000 in 1973. While the OUTSIDE looks the same, 
the inside is nothing like the Brady house with it’s 70’s style staircase and 
décor and Alice’s cozy family kitchen—the interiors were shot on a set. 
Around 50 people are still said to drive by every day for a trip down memory 
lane.

Heads, you get arrested, tails, we let you go. Two cops in Georgia decided 
to flip a coin did when they disagreed about where a woman was speeding 
when they pulled her over this week. The coin came up tails and the woman 
was hauled off to jail. The police chief wasn’t amused though. The two 
officers were suspended and all charges against the driver were dropped.

Police are investigating a deadly shooting in Ukiah. Reports say one man 
died on his way to the hospital shortly after he was found near North Bush 
and Empire Streets around 10:00 last night and that a second person was 
also wounded A suspect, identified as a 17 year old male, was arrested in 
the lobby of a nearby hotel and is charged with murder and attempted 
murder. Police say because of his age and the ongoing investigation, they 
won’t be releasing any names or additional details until later but they do 
think case is potentially gang-related.

Two men accused of a violent home invasion attempted robbery last fall in 
Mendocino county have been sentenced to long prison terms after they 
entered guilty pleas . 21 year old Dwan Raysean Porter-Walker of Oakland 
will do 15 years, 10 months in San Quentin, while his co-defendant 40 year 
old Johnny Lee Walker also of Oakland will seve 15 years, 4 months. The 
two admitted they were involved in the pistol whipping and attempted 
robbery of the 62 year old victim at her home in Laytonville just before 
Thanksgiving. The pleas end a legal back and forth that saw the pair try to 
walk back an earlier admission they made just before their trial was about to 
start in March.

A woman from Humboldt County accused of felony child endangerment that 
led to the death of her 18 month old son has entered a no contest plea in 
Mendocino County Court. 23 year old Alexandrea Raven Scott ‘s plea is the 
legal equivalent of an admission and she will be sentenced to 10 years in 
state prison.. Scott was charged with leaving the baby inside a hot car for 
ten hours last month while she was inside a nearby house partying with 
strangers. D-A David Eyster says the boy’s death was a needless tragedy 
and that Scott’s sentence should send a message that anyone who harms a 
child can expect to be treated as a serious criminal.

An online sexual encounter turning into an armed carjacking in Santa Rosa. 
Police say a man from Healdsburg had just picked up a woman on the way 
to a motel after the online hookup, when an apparent accomplice jumped in 
and stole the victims car. The victim was roughed up and he suffered minor 
injuries. The car was found later at an East Bay casino but police are still 
looking for the two suspects.

Mendocino County has announced a series of meetings to discuss changes 
to the county’s cannabis overlay zones. The proposals would give operators 
in certain areas more flexibility and also set up zones where new growing 
operations would be banned and existing operations phased out. The 
meetings will be held for Covelo and Mitchell Creek next Thursday, while 
sessions dealing with rules in Laytonville, South Legett, Deerwood and 
Woody Glen will take place next Friday. You can find out when and where 
and more about the proposals on the Mendocino county website.
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A wildfire near Yosemite National Park is getting bigger. The fire has 
expanded to more than 22,000 acres and crews are facing tough conditions 
as they fight it. . Nearly 3,000 firefighters are there trying to get things under 
control, but so far reports say it is only about 7 percent contained.

The park itself is still open, but visitors have encountered smoke and 
reduced visibility as the blaze creeps closer.

A man in Point Arena’s been arrested for several crimes including robbery 
and elder abuse. Deputies get a call to the robbery at a home and find a 72 
year old man inside his residence when Sequoia Slentz came into the house 
unannounced and physically assaulted him, stealing firearms in the home, 
then running away. The victim had injuries and complained to deputies of 
internal pain. No word on his condition now, but Slentz was found and 
arrested on robbery, burglary, grand theft of a firearm and elder abuse 
charges and held on $150,000.00.

A man from Ukiah has been arrested after an indecent exposure and public 
nudity incident in Willits. Police say the guy, George LaForce was seen 
naked near a car. Police found LaForce was on formal probation and a 
registered sex offender. They also say the guy was high on something. He 
was arrested for not registering as a sex offender, violation of probation and 
being under the influence of a controlled substance and booked into county 
jail. They also say he was connected to public nudity calls from the week 
before of a naked man riding a bicycle around schools and parks.

A man in Covelo’s been arrested after being found with a handgun in a car 
and found to have a warrant out for his arrest. The Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s office reports an officer on patrol downtown saw a car with a couple 
people inside. The deputy was told by the passenger in the car, Jesse 
Jones, he had a warrant out, for a misdemeanor. But the deputy found a 
loaded handgun under the front passenger seat. So Jones was arrested for 
carrying a loaded / concealed handgun and for that misdemeanor warrant 
and taken to Mendocino County Jail and held on $15,000 bail.

A homeless man in Fort Bragg’s arrested for several crimes after police get 
a report of suspicious activity. Cops say they got a call last Tuesday from a 
concerned citizen who saw a green Isuzu Rodeo and thought the driver was 
potentially trespassing. Police found a vacant residence where they found 
Garrick Hornlein who they say was trying to hide in the garage, they 
detained him. Then they find he was on felony probation in San Joaquin 
County for burglary and had another warrant for a burglary too. They say he 
had a gun, ammo, nunchucks, a chainsaw without a serial number on it and 
drug paraphernalia. He was held on no bail in the Mendocino County Jail.

A man in Covelo’s arrested after a cop on patrol sees a car in the middle of 
a highway with no headlights on. The deputy says the passenger, Arturo, 
Montalvo, stepped out and said the driver had taken off. The deputy found a 
short barreled shotgun in the passenger compartment of the pickup and 
held Montalvo there until another deputy got there and found the driver. 
Driver Timothy Davis was then also detained and found to be on Post 
Release Community Supervision and not allowed to have a firearm. The car 
was also found to have phony registration tabs, so Davis was arrested for 
Possession of Short Barreled Shotgun, Possession of Firearm by Prohibited 
Person, Violation of Post Release Community Supervision and Unlawful 
Display of Vehicle Registration and held on no bail. Montalvo for Possession 
of Short Barreled Shotgun and held on $15,000 bail.



A deputy had to be hospitalized after the Sheriff’s Office Marijuana 
Eradication Team went to help Fish and Wildlife Wardens in Branscomb and 
found a marijuana grow violating environmental law including the illegal 
diversion of water for the purpose of cultivating. They say the whole 
operation was thought to be illegal and unpermitted. They say one of their 
deputies was potentially exposed to a chemical being used as an insecticide 
on the pot plants that’s been identified as Metamidofos, listed as a banned 
or severely restricted pesticide by the EPA. It can be absorbed thru the skin, 
or inhaled through the respiratory system and they say it came to the United 
States illegally from Mexico. The cop started to feel ill and was taken to a 
hospital. No word on his condition or possible arrests at the grow so far.

‘Miss Lake County’ is coming back. Several changes to the program 
including a new venue and a focus shift to the scholarship part of the 
program. The new competition will happen September 22nd at the Lake 
County Fairgrounds to be known now as the ‘Miss Lake County Scholarship 
Competition’ which organizers say focuses on inner beauty, talent and 
intelligence of the young women in the community. The Kelseyville Rotary 
and PG&E are sponsoring the program. For those interested they can check 
it out on Facebook at Miss Lake County Scholarship.

A fire that ignited over the weekend near Kelseyville has been fully 
contained and another that broke out near Redwood Valley in Mendocino 
County is also almost entirely mopped up. The Carder fire near Kelseyville 
was 100% contained last night after starting near Carder Road Saturday. It 
charred 50 acres and damaged one structure. No cause has been made 
public so far. The Heart Fire was burning in Mendocino County and 
blackened 47.5 acres and was 95-percent contained by last night after it 
also started Saturday. No structures were damaged by that fire though.

Locals in Lakeport gathering to raise money for Pawnee Fire victims. Big 
Valley Hall in Lakeport is the venue for the fundraiser this Saturday at 7pm 
at the Finley/Lakeport border. There’s a bunch of local musicians performing 
and local wineries and breweries will be there too. $10 to get in and raffles 
for another fire benefit that’s happening mid-Sept. More info on the benefit 
Saturday on Facebook at Lake County Fire Recovery Benefits.

It’s official, the new Police Chief in Clearlake is being sworn in this week. On 
Thursday Andrew White will officially replace Timothy Celli, the interim chief, 
as he’s sworn in at the Clearlake Senior Community Center at 6 p.m. The 
Mayor Bruno Sabatier, Vice Mayor Phil Harris, the three City Council 
members, and the City Manager Greg Folsom will all be there. White was 
voted on unanimously at the July 12th city council meeting. He’s leaving a 
job as the Commander of the Suisun City Police Department Wednesday, 
then starts work in Clearlake next Monday.

An ex PG&E employee is being paid a settlement after a court decides the 
utility retaliated against him after he complained about safety issues and 
racial problems. The jury in San Francisco awarded more than $340,000 to 
former electrical maintenance and construction supervisor, Daryl Woodruff. 
The jury saying the utility giant retaliated against Woodruff for cooperating in 
a race-discrimination investigation and because he voiced concern about 
some of the utility’s safety inspections after that transformer explosion in the 
Bernal Heights area of San Francisco in 2015.
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A man in Ohio busted for calling in a bomb threat to a flight so he wouldn’t 
miss his flight gets prison time. Dana Carter, of Dayton, sentenced to four 
months for the incident at Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport 
in October. Court papers say the guy made a bunch of calls about a bomb 
on a flight headed to Dallas, Texas. The flight was canceled because of his 
threat and the guy got on another flight a couple hours later. He was also 
ordered to pay $7,700 in restitution to United Airlines over the canceled 
flight.

Active shooter training at Ukiah High School has kids acting out a fictional 
incident with police. The Active Shooter training with police at Ukiah High 
Tuesday and Thursday. Two girls run screaming from a building were 
actually the daughters of one of the officers. The Daily Journal reports 
Officer Andrew Snyder ran the training after being trained himself in 
Charleston, South Carolina. He tells the newspaper he had a talk with his 
kids saying unfortunately, it’s the world we live in now. There’s a video 
posted on youtube, that we’ve linked to on our website and Facebook page 
about how to talk to YOUR kids about an active shooter situation and how to 
be prepared.

“School Active Shooter Preparedness: Run, Hide, Fight” that can be found on YouTube here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMgdn5JV9cUAn update for the Ukiah Planning Commission on the housing element as it 
relates to state regulations about the allowed number of units. A staff report 
on the July 25th meeting claims the city’s one of 14 in full compliance with 
state law so it’s exempt from some provisions. The city put the housing 
element in place a couple of years ago and the next one’s not due until 
2020. The Daily Journal reports the planning department should hear a 
short presentation about the housing element and give their own 
presentation summarizing the city’s performance on its goals related to state 
law at the meeting this Wednesday. The meeting at 6p in the city council 
chambers.

A new bus stop for Costco shoppers. Mendocino Transit Authority along with the city of Ukiah put in the new bus stop at the new big box store in Ukiah. It’s online starting today and located with bike parking on the north side of the store across from Fowler Auto. Riders who use the route #75 bus and local riders in Ukiah on the northbound route #9 bus can hop on. The stop also features a carousel for shopping carts so customers can load from cart to bus. See the MTA website, mendocinotransit.org for more info.

It’s been nearly a year already since the October firestorm and now reported 
infighting about who’s going to pay for the $10 billion in damage Sonoma 
County. The Press Democrat reports the legislature, Governor, utility 
companies, local government officials and fire survivors are fighting over the 
cost of rebuild and who will cover it. The newspaper reports the City of 
Santa Rosa and other fire-damaged areas trying to figure out how to pay for 
the damage as PG&E looks to limit its liability. There’s a committee of 
bipartisan lawmakers on the case now, including Sen. Bill Dodd of Napa and 
Assemblyman Jim Wood of Santa Rosa. Lawmakers are currently on recess 
but the first in a string of public meetings happens this Wednesday at the 
Capitol.

Young children dropped out of a second story window in Fort Bragg as a fire 
ravages am apartment building complex. Police in Fort Bragg say the kids, 
all toddlers, 1, 3, and 4 years old and their mom were not hurt but had to go 
to the hospital for burns and smoke inhalation treatment. 36 year old 
Gabriela Ahumada and the children awakened by flames in their living room 
and apparently the flames were blocking the front door in the second story 
unit. So she started yelling out the window for help and a neighbor and his 
wife and kids heard her and got a mattress so they could jump with the help 
of another neighbor. 13 people lost their homes in the fire.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMgdn5JV9cU
http://mendocinotransit.org/


Two men in Guerneville sentenced for ripping off a gay pride flag. Michael 
Campos pleaded no contest to taking the flag this spring and got three years 
probation and 80 hours of community service cleaning the Russian River. 
His buddy Vincent O’Sullivan had already been found guilty by a jury and 
also got three years probation, but 100 hours of community service cleaning 
the river. Plus O’Sullivan further charged with a hate crime allegation. The 
two men had been spotted on surveillance video at the plaza flagpole taking 
down the flag May 9th.

Hardester’s Market starts the first steps to rebuild after a massive fire 
flattened the market in Middletown. The owners presented a rebuild plan to 
the Middletown Area Town Hall. The owners also say they’ll work closely 
with the county and an architect firm in the Bay Area who designed the 
interior of the old store. The store will be in the same location. More than 
100 people lost their jobs when the store burned, but they got work at the 
other locations and a shuttle service started in June for locals and 
employees to go back and forth to the other stores. The construction of the 
new store reportedly slated to start before the end of the year.

A man from Upper Lake indicted for the murder of his girlfriend, and the 
prosecutor is asking for a continuance. Lake Co News reports Willy Tujays 
Timmons indicted by the Grand Jury last December in the death of Vanessa 
Niko along with charges of torture, mayhem and spousal abuse. Now there’s 
a new Grand Jury seated so the Deputy District Atty. on the case asked for 
the continuance with the court agreeing after Timmons lawyer filed a motion 
to dismiss. Timmons pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity and is refusing 
to be evaluated for sanity. The next court date in the case for a hearing on 
the motion and for an arraignment is tomorrow.

Free Wifi in downtown Lakeport approved. The city says yes to put in the 
free Wifi Downtown and in Library Park as part of the city’s Lakefront 
Revitalization Plan adopted last year. The city’s Finance Director confirms 
the city’s working with Lake County Broadband Solutions (LCBS). The city 
will pay about $350 a month. It will allow up to 100 people at a time to use 
the service in Library Park and 350 downtown area. The installation will 
happen in phases, first Main Street and no word exactly on the second 
phase installation date.

A wildfire in Kelseyville almost totally surrounded after starting a day before. 
Lake Co News reports the Carder fire by Adobe Creek Road and Peterson 
Lane started Saturday afternoon around 2:40 p.m. and blackened 57 acres 
so far, but it’s already 80% contained. There is damage to one structure and 
yesterday some evacuation orders were lifted.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors apparently looking to sell the 
Lucerne Hotel. Lake Co News reports there’s interest from a group to use 
the space for a new college. The board to take up the matter in the morning 
tomorrow, and they’ll also consider a possible new cannabis business tax. 
The board will consider a resolution on the sale of the hotel at the same time 
declaring it surplus property. The county is looking at a proposal from the 
Romero Institute to turn the building into the New Paradigm College for at 
least $2.5 million. So on August 14th, the board will get proposals and bids 
for the sale of the hotel. In other business the board’s continuing talks on the 
cannabis business tax.
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A grant for Lake County Behavioral Health Services ahead of a ballot 
initiative this November. The $75,000 technical assistance grant to help the 
agency work on the “No Place Like Home” grant application voters will then 
decide on. No Place Like Home paid for by the state Department of Housing 
and Community Development covering permanent housing for the 
chronically homeless, and others with mental health and/or substance use 
disorders. Apparently the agency already has almost a million dollars to put 
up a housing solution, but its looking for additional money which could soon 
be available.

The funeral of a Cal Fire firefighter killed in a fire in Mariposa County’s being 
livestreamed. Heavy Fire Equipment Operator Braden Varney died July 14th 
in the Ferguson Fire near El Portal in Mariposa County. The funeral starts 
today at 11 AM.

The livestream, which can be seen above or at https://vimeo.com/calfire The funeral is in Modesto.

A mental health treatment center in Yountville which was the scene of a 
shooting massacre in March is not reopening. The Press Democrat reports 
the Pathway Home, open for ten years is closing for good. The home never 
reopened after the March 9th shooting by a former client of the nonprofit’s 
executive director and two clinicians. But the home says it’ll still help 
troubled soldiers reintegrate into society, just not directly. They say there will 
be an available and downloadable publication with step-by-step instructions 
they hope other service organizations around the county will use to help 
soldiers which has been used successfully.

A mom from Humboldt County accused of leaving her toddler son alone in a 
hot car for hours ending in his death has pleaded no contest to felony child 
endangerment and been sentenced to prison. 23 year old Alexandrea 
Raven Scott of Trinidad got ten years behind bars as part of a plea 
agreement after she also admitted a special sentencing allegation of 
abusing the boy. She should be eligible for community supervision three 
years after going to prison. She was arrested last month after the toddler, 
already dead, was brought to a hospital and police found he died after being 
left in a car with the windows rolled up for at least ten hours while she was 
partying inside the home for almost 12 hours.

The fire outside Yosemite National Park is worse with the dry, hot weather. 
Firefighters working the Ferguson fire have it 25 percent contained after a 
week and a half of burning nearly 53 square miles of timber and brush. They 
say it’s rugged terrain and there’s not a lot of access to roads, so aircraft 
have been dumping water on the flames. Warnings of possible heat 
exhaustion and heat stroke for those working the fire as it was in the triple 
digits and not really cooling off at night. There was an excessive-heat 
warning for almost all of Southern California and heat advisories on the 
Central Coast and through the Central Valley into Oregon. One firefighter 
was killed in the fire and his funeral was streamed live yesterday.

A new report shows there needs to be better housing maintenance and 
more housing as a whole across Mendocino County. This from the Center 
for Economic Development at Cal State Chico for Mendocino County. The 
Board of Supervisors voted to accept the survey at their meeting yesterday 
which worked with numbers from 2015, based on 4,650 housing units. The 
survey also shows more than half of the units needed to be fixed in some 
form, about 26 percent needed minor fixes, 27 percent moderate and 1 
percent needed major repairs and about .7 percent were dilapidated. The 
report also showed not many sidewalks, curbs, and paved roads, but finding 
more rental housing was key in the report due to overcrowding in what’s 
currently available.

https://vimeo.com/calfire


Reports by the Lake County Sheriff’s Dept. of a double murder suicide, 
including a toddler. Deputies got a call to the Whispering Pines area and 
found a dead man and woman and 3 year old girl. The three with gunshot 
wounds with the man’s wounds looking to be self-inflicted, all from a 
shotgun. Deputies say they were called by a witness who found the bodies. 
They’ve not been publicly identified yet until family is notified.

A man from Clearlake is charged in a human trafficking case. A judge has 
ruled Timothy Lee Williams will also be charged with pimping, pandering and 
abuse of a dependent adult for the crimes from last year. The District 
Attorney Don Anderson says there are two cases against Williams. One 
where he’s accused of having four different women work for him, one a 22-
year-old developmentally disabled woman, who police say Williams coerced 
into prostitution and Williams kept all the money the woman made. He was 
finally busted after an undercover sting with fake John’s who were 
supposedly going to buy sex at a local motel from that woman. Williams 
arrested in the motel parking lot.

A dog used to sniff for possible accelerants apparently notified it’s the case 
at a fire that started in Ukiah and burned a home last week. The Ukiah 
Valley Fire Dept. says they’re treating the fire in the 1100 block of Oak 
Street as suspicious. Police are working with fire officials on the fire that 
started July 18th in the back yard of the home. When firefighters arrived the 
home was engulfed in flames, the home was a total loss and another nearby 
was saved. Someone living in the home that burned got out ok, but they lost 
a dog. Police also apparently had been to the home a few days before for a 
neighbor dispute because the resident was burning a fire in the back yard.

A lawsuit’s been filed by Humboldt County against a big pharmaceutical 
company and some distribution companies saying the public was misled 
about how addicting opioid pain killers can be. Apparently there are several 
thousand similar cases against as many as 20 pharma companies. The suits 
looking for payments back to the counties to pay for treatments for those 
affected by the opioid crisis. The complaint by Humboldt County being 
handled by a law firm already handling a bunch of similar lawsuits for public 
agencies in Washington, Idaho and Arizona against pharmaceutical 
companies for alleged wrongdoing.

A company out of San Diego looking to put up a wind farm in Humboldt 
County. Humboldt Wind is proposed the farm of up to sixty 590-foot-tall wind 
turbines near Monument Ridge near Scotia. They would generate enough 
energy to power 33,000 homes. They also want to pay to put in access 
roads, collection lines, meteorological towers, an operation building and 
other lines so PG&E could hook in. There still needs to be environmental 
impact reports. It would take up to a year and a half to put the wind farm up 
and would employ as many as 300 people. Once it’s all done, the project 
could last about 30 years or more.

It’s so hot, the grid operator in the state called for a statewide Flex Alert. 
That has PG&E telling customers to conserve as the temperatures hit triple 
digits in a large swath of the company’s service area. As you may know a 
flex alert is voluntary electricity conservation, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. The alert 
was for yesterday and today. Temperatures could get to about 110 degrees 
in the hottest parts of the Central Valley. But even though PG&E is calling 
for care when it’s this hot, they also say they’re prepared and don’t think 
there will be any problems meeting the increased demand for power.



A large sail boat apparently lost in Washington state has ended up near Fort 
Bragg. The Coast Guard finds the 46-foot vessel Sunday after it was sailing 
solo for more than a month. The boat’s owners had to be rescued off the 
coast of Grays Harbor a week and a half ago. The Coast Guard found it on 
routine patrol. They inspected it, then towed it toward the coast in Fort 
Bragg and the owners have been notified. They had been headed from 
Hawaii back to Washington when they hit a storm and couldn’t sail anymore. 
So they radio’d for help and were plucked by a Coast Guard crew out of 
Astoria, Oregon.

A man in Ukiah’s dead after being found with several stab wounds in his 
neck after he crashed into a tree. Police say they got a call about the 53 
year old man Saturday with cuts to his neck after a convenience store clerk 
said he bought cigarettes and had blood coming from his throat, leaving 
stains behind. Cops went to the store to investigate and say someone else 
called police saying the man drove his pickup into the tree and passed out. 
He declined medical help from that person. Cops found him unresponsive 
and performed CPR to no avail. They are investigating the incident, saying 
they think the stab wounds were self-inflicted.

The Governor wants to loosen rules for some utilities so they’re not 
financially liable if their equipment fails and causes wildfires. So now Gov. 
Brown wants lawmakers to weigh in if the state’s so-called inverse 
condemnation which holds utility companies liable for wildfire damage even 
if they haven’t been found negligent, should still stand. So Brown’s proposal 
for fires from 2018 and beyond would allow judges to find if a utility actually 
“acted reasonably” when their equipment is found to be the “substantial 
cause of the fire.” The measure to be discussed by a committee during a 
public hearing at the capitol today.

The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors looking to state government to 
help October fire survivors who had their homes over-excavated or had 
similar issues. As many as 240 property owners in Northern California who 
had the government handle their debris cleanup got letters saying 
complaints weren’t be resolved through a public program. Some on the 
board say they may have over-promised the help that could be provided 
because the Army Corp of Engineers didn’t properly vet contractors. The 
state Office of Emergency Services has another contractor helping some 
property owners. But the board wants the state to reach out to others who 
say they’re not being helped.

More water storage in Calif. if eight proposed projects are approved. It could 
mean 4.3 million acre-feet is funded after the California Water Commission 
approves conditional funding on projects like expanding existing reservoirs 
and beefing up groundwater storage with 21st century surface storage 
facilities. Those applying have to follow Proposition 1 requirements by Jan. 
1st of 2022. The commission chair says after they reviewed the eight 
projects, they found they would bring the strongest return on investment for 
the public.

A man in Tokyo found with the help of Instagram after he stole some cacti. 
Police say the unemployed 45-year-old man, Izuru Kobayashi, stole four 
cactus plants from a home supply store and a security officer went to stop 
him, and Kobayashi punched him in the face several times. The guard lost 
consciousness. Kobayashi found with the help of surveillance footage, the 
officers went on Instagram finding an account with a name similar to his and 
saw some of the stolen cacti on his account. So they staked out his 
neighborhood and arrested him. He admitted it and said he was shoplifting 
and the guard wouldn’t let him go so he punched him because he likes 
plants.
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Those needing an eye exam but can’t afford it are in luck as there’s a free 
eye clinic coming to Ukiah. This Sunday, July 29 and Monday, July 30, from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for Medi-cal or Medicare eligible residents who have not 
gotten free eye care before. Assemblyman Jim Wood is partnering with the 
company VSP Global and some local eye doctors for the clinic. It is by 
appointment only though. It’s at the Ukiah Valley Conf. Center. 
707.463.5770.

The City of Ukiah and Sanitation Distract have reportedly paid nearly $8 
million to lawyers in the lawsuit brought on by the Sanitation District. The 
Daily Journal reports the Sanitation District’s spent close to $5 million on 
lawyers and the city’s spent about $1.7 million. The money doesn’t account 
for staff and materials used for the lawsuit or, according to the city’s finance 
director, more than 2 and half million the city says it lost because it couldn’t 
refinance a savings bond that was being sold to pay for the upgrade of the 
Ukiah Valley Wastewater Treatment Plant, the subject of the entire lawsuit.

A man from Hopland who police say was probably drunk rolled his car and 
got trapped inside. The CHP reports the accident on Feliz Creek Road 
Tuesday. The Hopland Fire Department responded, finding a Subaru 
around two miles west of where the 101 hits Hopland. They found the driver 
trapped in the car which was laying on its side. Firefighters pulled the man 
out and he was airlifted to a hospital with moderate injuries. The CHP says 
they believe alcohol was a factor and the driver, Bradley Gant was cited for 
driving under the influence and released to the hospital to be treated.

More info on the double murder suicide in Whispering Pines. Police have 
identified the man they say they think killed his wife and toddler daughter. 
Benjamin Chote apparently told the Lake County Sheriff’s Dept. he believed 
his son, Jedediah had killed his ex-wife Livienne and 3 year old daughter 
Hannah before turning the gun on himself. Deputies went to the home 
Tuesday and found the family dead with gunshot wounds from a shotgun. 
Police say the couple were married in 2015 around the time their daughter 
was born, then divorced a year ago, but were trying to reconcile recently. 
They lost their home in the Valley Fire and moved to Oregon but were living 
in Middletown most recently. They were visiting Chote’s father in Whispering 
Pines this week and when dad returned from the store he found the family 
dead.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors votes yes to allow the sale of the 
Lucerne Hotel or Castle so it can be used as a school. The board also 
voting on a proposed Cannabis Business Tax. As far as the hotel, which the 
county bought in 2010, there were no objections to selling it, so the board 
voted unanimously to declare the Castle officially up for sale. There have 
apparently already been bids on the property. Then the board took up the 
business tax on Cannabis to apply to nurseries, but the language is a little 
murky and it’s relation to Measure C, cultivation taxation. So the board will 
continue discussing the matter at future meetings.

A dozen speed limit buoys have been put in on the shoreside of Clear Lake. 
The Lake County Water Resources Department put the buoys in Tuesday, 
working with the Redbud Audubon Society to protect the local population of 
grebes. They’re migratory freshwater diving birds who nest annually on 
Clear Lake. This is the ninth year of the project. Apparently the birds nested 
in areas where motorboats hadn’t really been, but this year they are.



Kaiser Permanente has donated one million dollars to a program helping 
victims of the October wildfires. The money will help pay for counselors and 
outreach after money from FEMA is gone. The program is called California 
HOPE. It started in the spring to help those with mental health issues after 
the Tubbs, Pocket and Nuns fires, which killed 24 people and destroyed 
more than 7,000 structures in Sonoma County. There were several cases of 
post-traumatic stress, anxiety and other mental health issues to address so 
the HOPE program was put together after the major disaster declaration.

Clearlake Oaks is watching for algae blooms in the Lake. The Lake County 
Water District part of a monitoring program at the water treatment plant 
watching for raw and treated water that may be contaminated with 
cyanotoxin issues. They’re using Granular Activated Carbon to protect 
finished water after recent warnings about cyanobacteria in Richmond Park 
and Clearlake Oaks in Lake County.

A California DMV data operator apparently getting away with sleeping on 
the job… literally. An audit released earlier in the week shows four 
witnesses came forward to complain about the data operator sleeping as 
much as three hours a day over three years time without any sort of 
disciplinary action. The Calif. State Auditor’s office says they got reports the 
DMV employee consistently slept at her desk, misusing as much as 2,200 
hours of work time between February 2014 and December 2017, but notes 
to her file show she may have had some sort of medical condition. The 
employee is still working for the state too. The audit also showed an addition 
built on a Cal Fire house without permission, some university employees 
took too long of breaks over four years.

The fire in Yosemite still raging and the last of campers in the park have 
cleared out. The Ferguson Fire has burned more than 41,500 acres. 
Authorities closed the park so crews could proactively fight the fire by back 
burning and burning brush on roads without traffic getting in their way. The 
Yosemite Valley is reportedly staying closed until at least Sunday. Part of 
State Route 41 leading to the park is also closed. The park reports as many 
as 1,000 campground and hotel bookings are now canceled. The fire has 
been burning for almost two weeks and is 26% contained. One firefighter 
was killed July 14th with another half dozen being injured.

A man in Eureka’s on the run after reports of a burglary and attempted rape. 
Police went to a home yesterday for reports a man came into a woman’s 
home and assaulted her in her bedroom then ran out a back door after the 
victim threatened she had a weapon. He’s described as being a white man 
in his 30’s, about 5’10”, thin build, blond hair, wearing a red sweatshirt with 
white writing on it and brown cargo pants. Detectives were reaching out to 
the public to see if anyone had surveillance cameras running nearby. Police 
say it appeared to be a random incident.

After three search warrants were served in Humboldt County for illegal pot 
growing, deputies found several thousand plants and more than a thousand 
pounds of processed marijuana. Nearly 14,300 growing pot plants with two 
of the warrants and just over 1,000 pounds of processed weed and 96 
pounds of shake. There were also water rights violations, diversions and 
water pollution and hazardous waste violations plus so much more. Police 
arrested Aaron Lieberman of Bayside for unauthorized cannabis cultivation 
and processing, streambed alteration and depositing hazardous materials 
into a waterway. At another property several of the same violations, but no 
plants were seized by cops.
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The East Area Rapist or the Golden State Killer may be to blame for another 
case in Southern Calif. The Orange County D-A Office says its reopening a 
case of William Evins found guilty in the murder of Joan Anderson in 
Fountain Valley in 1979. Apparently a lawyer found there were similar 
aspects in the case as some other cases tied to the East Area Rapist. 
Innocence Rights of Orange County says they believe a construction worker 
was wrongly convicted for the rape and murder even though Evins pleaded 
guilty to the crime. The group says the evidence against him was flimsy. The 
Orange County D-A’s office says they want to make sure the conviction was 
solid even though Evins, who spent more than 25 years in prison for the 
crime died in 2013 of a heart attack.

A man in Frederick, MD in trouble with police already, in more trouble for 
bribery. Cops say 25 year old Matthew Rosenberg was detained for looking 
into parked cars, then when officers approached he told them he worked at 
Krispy Kreme Doughnuts and would get them some grub. Now he’s charged 
with attempting to bribe a public employee, which could get him up to 12 
years in prison and a fine between $100 to $5,000. Officers followed 
Rosenberg and others they thought might be looking for items to steal in 
parked cars.

A woman in Fort Bragg gets away and a man is arrested after an alleged 
abduction attempt. Police say they got a call Wednesday to the back 
entrance of the Mendocino Cookie Company on N. Main Street where the 
victim says a man tried talking to her while she was on the phone, asking 
her if she wanted a ride and she said no and turned away, but then he 
grabbed her and starting pulling her to a van parked closeby. The woman hit 
the guy who got in the white 1998 Ford E350 panel van and took off. The 
man was found later near A Frame Coffee House and arrested. The victim 
positively id’d the guy so he was taken to Mendocino County Jail.

Two people from Clearlake have been arrested on weapons charges after a 
report to police of someone showing a handgun. Lake Co News reports 
Julio Zaragoza and Shanti Gallon arrested on Monday after the report that 
Zaragoza brandished a handgun at someone then left the area in a silver 
Mazda. As officers headed that way, they saw Zaragoza’s car and stopped 
him. Gallon was in the car too and the person who said the weapon was 
waved at them came to the scene and id’d Zaragoza who was then arrested 
for brandishing a firearm. Gallon also admitted to cops that a loaded 9-
millimeter semiautomatic handgun in the car was hers. So she was also 
arrested for possession of a loaded firearm in public and possession of a 
concealed firearm.

Crews are on the scene of a brush fire in Mendocino County. That fire on 
Valley View road and McNab Ranch Road has burned around 8 acres and 
is 20 percent contained. Cal-Fire says around 100 firefighters were on the 
scene overnight and that they have stopped the fire’s forward progress. The 
fire has forced the closure of Valley View and McNab Road in the area.

Some firefighters from Mendocino County are on their way to help with a big 
blaze in Redding in Shasta County The strike team, which includes crews 
from the Willits, Redwood Coast and South Coast fire departments has been 
busy this summer, with assignments to several other large wildfires. They 
could be gone to this job for up to three weeks. The Shasta county fire has 
now spread to around 30,000 acres and is just 10 percent contained and 
evacuations are under way. Smoke from the fire is now drifting south and 
some causing some hazy conditions in Lake county but a west wind over 
the weekend should clear the air.



Investigators are looking into the death of a woman whose body was found 
at the base of a bridge in Albion. Authorities think 50 year old Kathleen 
Zuelsdorf of Nevada City died several hours before her body was found by a 
worker Wednesday under the Highway 1 bridge over the Albion River. An 
autopsy is being done. The Mendocino Sheriff’s office thinks Zuelsdorf was 
visiting the area alone and her family says she often stayed at a nearby inn

A one time hotel in Lake County is for sale. The Lake County Board of 
supervisors has voted to sell the Lucerne Hotel—also known as the Lucerne 
Castle—which has been owned by the county since 2010. Plans to turn it 
into a multi use facility never happened so now the 75,000 square foot 
property will be up for sale to the highest bidder.

A one time hotel in Lake County is for sale. The Lake County Board of 
supervisors has voted to sell the Lucerne Hotel—also known as the Lucerne 
Castle—which has been owned by the county since 2010. Plans to turn it 
into a multi use facility never happened so now the 75,000 square foot 
property will be up for sale to the highest bidder.

A Mendocino county sheriff’s deputy is recovering after he was possibly 
exposed to a dangerous chemical during a cleanup at an illegal marijuana 
growing operation. Reports say the deputy became ill after coming in 
contact with the chemical being used as a pesticide on the illegal plants. 
The chemical called Metamidofos is banned by the E P A. The sherri’fs 
office says the incident shows the dangers associated with illegal growing 
operations and warns anyone who comes in contact with the highly toxic 
pesticide to see a doctor right away

Ukiah will get a new police chief next week. Current Captain Justin Wyatt 
will be sworn in at a meeting of the city council. He’ll take over the top spot 
from Chief Chris Dewey, who retired last month. The new chief has been on 
the Ukiah force since 1994 and long been considered the front runner to 
replace Dewey, who had been contemplating retirement for some time. The 
public is invited an informal ceremony in the city council chambers next 
Wednesday evening at 5:30, followed by the swearing in at 6:00

A court ruling says workers have to be paid for jobs they do after they have 
clocked out. The California Supreme Court has ruled in favor of a Starbucks 
employee who punched out and then told to do other jobs like locking up the 
store and setting the alarm. The court says even though that off time work 
added up to a less than 10 minutes, Starbucks still had to pay. Legal experts 
say the case could lead to other lawsuits.

Taxes on cell phones and landlines could be going up in California under a 
plan from Governor Jerry Brown. The money would go to upgrade the 
state’s 9 1 1 system. The new tax would replace current fees with a flat 34 
cent charge on all cellphones, landlines and other connections. The 
governor says it would raise around 175 million dollars at first with up to 400 
million dollars more down the road. California’s 9 1 1 system is in need of an 
upgrade and the governor says the flat line tax is a good way to help pay for 
a fix.

It was a trip to the amusement park that one woman from Georgia will never 
forget. The woman went into labor while she was at the Six Flags Hurricane 
Water park and later delivered a healthy baby boy. The boy and his mom 
got a gift from the park—free admission to any Six Flags park for the rest of 
their lives.
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The situation to our north in Shasta county seems to be going from bad to 
worse. Another firefighter has died in that spreading wildfire that has already 
taken upwards of 40,000 acres and led to thousands of evacuations. The so 
called Carr fire now threatens almost 5,000 homes. The smoke is wafting in 
all directions –even south into Lake county — but forecasters say it 
shouldn’t cause and health issues because a westerly wind will blow it out to 
sea this weekend

A judge has tossed out Sonoma County’s sale of a big tract of land for 
Santa Rosa’s biggest housing project. A superior court judge has sided with 
neighbors of the former Sutter Hospital campus who say the county was 
wrong to exempt the land from an environmental review. The county and the 
developers say they’ll review the ruling and decide if they want to take it to a 
higher court. They say the project would help the area deal with a housing 
shortage made worse by the loss of thousands of homes in last fall’s 
wildfires.

Watch for some roadwork related delays in Lake County next week on 
Highway 29. Crews will be doing some pavement work at Cruikshank Road 
overnights starting Monday between 8:00 PM to 7:00 AM.there could be 
delays of up to 5 minutes while the work is going on. CalTrans has info on 
that project and others on its website or at 1-800-gas-road

Here we go again, now two wildfires are getting close to us. They’re blazing 
on the border of Lake and Mendocino counties and in one day, they doubled 
in size. Now mandatory evacuation orders for 10,000 people near the 
flames along Clear Lake. Power also reportedly out for more than 40,000 
people. There’s no relief ahead as temperatures are supposed to keep 
soaring, with low humidity and a chance of windy conditions. The 
evacuations over the weekend for Lakeport, Upper Lake and Nice. Sheriff 
Brian Martin telling residents to get their personal belongings and leave. The 
fires broke out Friday in Mendocino County about 14 miles from each other 
by Hopland and Potter Valley. Part of Hwy 20 was closed at the county line. 
The Ranch Fire was moving to Clear Lake. It started outside Ukiah and by 
last night, it had burned 16,300 acres, tripling its size in one day. The other 
fire, the River Fire started outside Hopland then headed to Lakeport and 
burned 14,200 acres. Four homes destroyed by that fire. The two fires were 
only 5 percent contained last night.

A power outage has been reported for at least 40,000 PG&E customers in 
the Mendocino-Lake county area after the fire damaged two transmission 
lines near Upper Lake. PG&E reported they were trying to transfer power to 
another line in the area, but they had to check its safety before transferring 
that much power over. There was also another power outage Saturday were 
about 53,000 people lost power, but they had their power back on by the 
morning yesterday.

Two young children and their great-grandma reported missing in the 
Redding Fire, the Carr Fire, have reportedly been found dead. The fire that 
plowed quickly into the city of Redding killed the 3, a bulldozer operator and 
another firefighter and now word of a sixth body too. The family members 
killed were Melody Bledsoe, and her granddaughter’s children, 5 year old 
James and 4 year old Emily. This fire started Thursday, jumping the 
Sacramento River then went thru Redding city limits.



A declared State of Emergency for Lake County because of the Mendocino 
Complex Fires, made up of the River and Ranch Fires. The City of Lakeport, 
surrounding areas, including some County offices are included in the 
Mandatory Evacuation. There are County employees who have lost their 
homes. So all County offices in Lakeport are closed today except those that 
are responding to the fires. The County Administrative Officer reported she’s 
displaced from her home and prays all other employees are safe and find 
shelter.

An advisory evacuation has been announced for Kelseyville, including all 
homes north of the Lake/Mendocino/Sonoma County lines to the shoreline 
of Clear Lake. Those on Bottle Rock Road and Clear Lake State Park are 
included for the River Fire. There’s a shelter at Mountain Vista Middle 
School in Kelseyville and at the Twin Pine Casino. This is not mandatory but 
the Sheriff’s Office telling people who can evacuate to consider doing it now 
in preparation for a possible mandatory evacuation order. A reminder to get 
all medications, important documents, make plans for pets, and notify family 
members where you may be going. A warning that when there’s a 
mandatory evacuation, it’s extremely hectic and traffic conditions can get 
very congested, so if you leave early, you’re helping yourself and those 
around you, including first responders to stay safe.

Governor Jerry Brown has declared a state of emergency due to the 
Mendocino Complex of Fires. The Ranch and River fires started Friday in 
Mendocino County then moved into Lake County in steep terrain, in extreme 
heat with low humidity and gusty winds. The fires are only 10% contained 
after consuming more than 30,000 acres together. Each fire was 5 percent 
contained separately. Together the fires are threatening nearly 4,600 
structures. FEMA has authorized the use of federal money to help fight the 
fires.

A mandatory evacuation for Sutter Lakeside Hospital with 13 patients being 
moved out Saturday night. The E.R. and obstetrics departments stayed 
open as the risk was reduced quickly, but medical/surgical units and the 
intensive care were staying closed this weekend. Also Evergreen Lakeport 
Healthcare was evacuated Saturday.

Cal Fire reporting they hope to have the Mendocino Complex fully contained 
a week from today, Aug. 5th.

The Carr fire in Redding exploded in growth over the weekend to nearly 
95,370 acres. It’s 17% contained. The fire started a week ago and destroyed 
874 structures, is threatening about 5,000 more and damaged 175. Two 
firefighters and a great grandmother and her two great grand kids have all 
been killed in the fire. Late last night we learned of another death in the burn 
area. The Gov. has ordered state flags to be flown at half-staff for the two 
firefighters.

Tri Counties Bank has a Carr Fire Fund 2018 account. The bank’s put in an initial deposit of $25,000 for fire victims in communities throughout Northern California. They’re asking for others to make donations, they’ve also started a go fund me page, which we’ve posted www.gofundme.com/tcb-2018-carr-fire-fund . The money will go thru the United Way of Northern California and local nonprofit emergency relief agencies for those in immediate need.

http://www.gofundme.com/tcb-2018-carr-fire-fund


Crews expanded the fire line around the Carr Fire burning in Shasta County. 
But now word of a six person dying in the fire which has blackened nearly 
95,370 acres. It’s 17% contained. A victim was found yesterday in the burn 
area, but no identification has been released or where exactly they were 
found. Thousands of people are still under mandatory evacuation orders. 
More than 600 homes have been destroyed and another 5,000 are 
threatened. The cause of this fire after a car had a mechanical failire. The 
Shasta County Sheriff’s Office is reporting seven people are missing.

Mandatory evacuations for the City of Lakeport and surrounding areas and 
advisory notifications for Finley and Big Valley Rancheria to Lakeport’s 
south. The Ranch and River Fires reportedly started an hour apart on Friday 
and exploded in growth this weekend. Some businesses stayed open 
though thru yesterday afternoon under advisory evacuation orders.

Large animals can be taken to Redwood Riders Arena in Redwood Valley. 
As of last night they had taken in four horses, 2 goats, 2 Jersey cows and 
some baby chicks. Small animals can go to the Mendocino County Animal 
Shelter in Ukiah.

A mosquito sample in Lake County has come back positive for West Nile 
virus. The Lake County Vector Control District reports the insects collected 
in Lower Lake last week were the first detected with the virus this year. They 
found it as part of regular trapping and testing of mosquitoes through the 
county to find areas that may have the highest risk. There are currently 24 
counties in the state that have detected West Nile Virus in 2018, reports 
mostly in mosquitoes. There were however twelve human cases this year so 
far. About 1 in 150 people get seriously ill from the virus.

There are reports of at least seven people missing the Carr Fire. The fire in 
Shasta County has blackened nearly 100,000 acres and is only 17% 
contained. Six people were killed in the fire, including two fire fighters. There 
had been reports of sixteen people missing, but nine have been found safe.

A dangerous heat wave is headed into the state this week with triple digit 
heat forecast for the Pacific Northwest with dry humidity and gusty winds. 
Some areas could get winds of up to 25 mph and the fire behavior could 
bring its own wind with it. Three firefighters from Marin County had to be 
treated for burns they received on their ears, hands and faces because of a 
"sudden blast of heat" from burning vegetation. The trio released from a 
hospital though. There’s been some reports of looting in abandoned homes 
in Redding and the local police chief says they’ve made some arrests.

Firefighters from other states have come to California to help. The California 
Office of Emergency Services reports the state getting help from Arizona, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, South Dakota, Wyoming and Colorado. Some 
other states are also sending help.

A man in Scotts Valley’s been arrested for being in a fire disaster area. 
Clearlake police report one of their officers assisting with patrols in the 
Scott’s Valley area saw a Ford Mustang in an evacuation area. An office 
stopped the car and spoke with the driver, Gregory Brunner of Lakeport who 
said he lived in the area and was going to the store, but apparently his driver 
license had been suspended, so he was arrested for driving on a suspended 
license and being in a disaster area. Cops also found a loaded handgun 
with the serial number removed in his car. He was taken to Lake County Jail 
and booked for Driving on a Suspended License, Unauthorized Person in 
Evacuation Area, Convicted Felon in Possession of a Firearm and other 
crimes and held on $25,000 bail.



asthma, should consider leaving areas of heavy smoke if possible.
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MANDATORY

Lake County

The Sheriff’s office has lifted evacuation orders for the community of 
Hopland, including the Hopland Rancheria (Hopland Band of Pomo Indians) 
and the order is reduced to a warning south of 8000 Old River Road, east of 
the Russian River, north of Highway 175, west of mile marker 5.6 on 
Highway 175; Evacuated areas east of mile marker 5.6 on Highway 175, 
north of Highway 175, west of the Mendocino-Lake County Line, and south 
of the fire remain under an Evacuation Order.

The air quality in Mendocino and Lake Counties from the fires is hazy, 
making it hard to see, the dry hot climate mixed with wind has deteriorated 
the quality of air. Right now the air monitors show particulate matter 
concentrations in the ‘Healthy’ to ‘Hazardous’ ranges for different areas of 
inland Mendocino County. Surrounding wildfires are also active so a warning 
to expect prolonged smoke impacts to air quality. Protective masks are 
available at the Ukiah, Willits, and Covelo libraries. The Mendocino County 
Public Health Officer warns that heavy smoke can pose a danger to 
everyone. Everyone should stay indoors as much as possible and especially 
people with heart or lung disease, including

The Lake County Sheriff’s Office has evacuated the Lake County Jail due to 
the fires. 285 inmates have been moved and are now in Alameda County. 
Lake County Correctional and Medical Staff were a part of the effort in 
Alameda County to care for and oversee the inmates from Lake County. It 
also means there’s no way for visitors to see Lake County inmates in 
Alameda County.

The containment on the Mendocino Complex grew a little, but the fire grew a 
lot. Dry heat with wind whipped the fires, the Ranch and River fires, which 
together make up the Complex. The fires have blackened more than 68,000 
acres, 13,000 more than the last Cal Fire report. There are also new 
mandatory and advisory evacuation orders. Kelseyville was ordered to 
leave, and there was an advisory for Soda Bay, Riviera Heights, 
Buckingham Park, Riviera West, Clear Lake Riviera and parts of Loch 
Lomond and Cobb because of the River fire. And Lucerne has an advisory 
evacuation due to the Ranch fire. 10 structures have burned, including 
seven homes and three outbuildings. There were two other structures 
damaged and more than 10,000 are threatened.

No law enforcement are helping to get evacuated residents out but they are 
actively patrolling areas. The Sheriff reported a new evacuation shelter in 
Coyote Valley Elementary in Hidden Valley Lake.

A special meeting’s been called of the Lakeport City Council for an emergency declaration to be ratified. And the Board of Supervisors is having an emergency meeting this morning at 9 a.m. to ratify Sheriff Martin’s local emergency declaration. There will also be an update on the fires at the meeting. If you cannot make it, you can catch the stream online at the Lake County Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/lakecountycagov/

• Kelseyville and Finley areas, north of the Lake-Sonoma-Mendocino County 
Line, east of Highland Springs Road, south of the Lake and west of Bottle 
Rock Road and Clear Lake State Park.

• Western Lake County, west of Lucerne at Bartlett Springs Road and 
Highway 20, south of the fire, east of the fire, and north of the Lake-
Mendocino County line to include the communities of Blue Lakes, Upper 
Lake, Nice, Lakeport, Witter Springs, Bachelor Valley, Scotts Valley and 
Saratoga Springs.

https://www.facebook.com/lakecountycagov/


Mendocino County

ADVISORIES/WARNINGS

Lake County

• Mendocino National Forest within the boundaries of Lake County.

• Lake Pillsbury basin and surrounding areas.

County line, and west of Lake-Colusa County line.

Mendocino County

• North of 8000 block of River Road to Yokayo Ranch Road.

ROAD CLOSURES

Lake County

• Highway 175, at Highway 29 to westbound traffic

• Elk Mountain Road at Middle Creek Road

• Highway 20, westbound at Highway 29

• Highway 20, westbound at Bartlett Springs Road

• Soda Bay Road at Clark Road

• Highway 29, northbound at Cole Creek

• Bottle Rock Road at Cole Creek Road

Mendocino County

• Highway 175, at Old River Road to eastbound traffic

• Midmountain at Eastside Potter Valley Road

• Mill Creek Road, half a mile east of Old River Road

• Potter Valley community; all areas north of Highway 20, east of the fire 
edge, to the Mendocino-Lake County line, south of Burris Lane to 
MeWhinney Creek and east of Eastside Potter Valley Road, to include 
feeder roads utilizing Burris Lane east to the Mendocino-Lake County line.

• Highway 20 area from one mile south of Highway 20, east of Potter Valley 
Road, south of MeWhinney Creek, and west of Mendocino-Lake County 
line.

• Pine Avenue area of Potter Valley north of Burris Lane, east of Eastside 
Potter Valley Road, south of 10511 Eastside Potter Valley Road, and west 
of the Lake-Mendocino County line.

• Midmountain Road area, north of 10551 Eastside Potter Valley Road, east 
of Eastside Potter Valley Road, south of 11385 Eastside Potter Valley Road, 
west of Mendocino-Lake County Line.

• Hopland area north of Highway 175, east of mile marker 5.6 on Highway 
175, south of the fire and west of the Mendocino-Lake County line.

• Soda Bay, Riviera Heights, Buckingham Park, Riviera West, Clear Lake 
Riviera, portions of Loch Lomond and Cobb. The advisory includes all 
residents living north of Lake-Sonoma County Line, east of Bottle Rock 
Road, south of Clear Lake and west of Soda Bay Road, Red Hills Road, and 
Highway 175, including the subdivisions of Soda Bay, Riviera Heights, 
Buckingham Park, Riviera West, and Clear Lake Riviera west of Soda Bay 
Road.

• North of Bartlett Springs Road, east of the Ranch Fire, south of the Lake-
Mendocino-Glenn

• Lucerne and Paradise Valley areas, north of Clear Lake, east of the Ranch 
fire, south of Bartlett Springs Road, west of Paradise Valley Drive.

• South of 8000 Old River Road, east of the Russian River, north of Highway 
175, west of mile marker 5.6 on Highway 175.



• Pine Avenue at Eastside Potter Valley Road

• Highway 20 at Potter Valley Road

• Elk Mountain Road south of Pillsbury Road

EVACUATION SHELTERS

Evacuation shelters offer overnight accommodations.

• Mendocino College, Dance Room, 1000 Hensley Creek Road, Ukiah

• Coyote Valley Elementary, 18950 Coyote Valley Road, Hidden Valley Lake

• Lower Lake High School, 9430 Lake St.

• Twin Pine Casino, 22223 Highway 29, Middletown

ANIMAL EVACUATIONS

Lake County

The Animal Care and Control Shelter is not accepting pets at this time.

Mendocino County

Large livestock can be taken to Cole Creek Equestrian Center, 4985 
Steelhead Drive, Kelseyville, telephone 707-279-0915; or to Helen Owens’ 
A1 Horse Programs, 18585 Guenoc Lane, Hidden Valley Lake, telephone 
707-355-0121.

Lake Evacuation and Animal Protection has been activated and is still 
offering animal evacuation support services. Call Lake County Animal Care 
and Control Department at 707-263-0278. Phones are answered by staff 
between 8 a.m. and 11 p.m.

The SPCA of Clear Lake, 8025 Highway 29, is open 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily 
and is accepting senior pets, or pets with medical issues and/or heat 
distress.

If you can keep your pets with you, please do so. Pet supplies are delivered 
to all open evacuation shelters regularly.

Redwood Riders Arena, 8300 East Road, Redwood Valley is accepting 
horses.

Mendocino County Animal Care, 298 Plant Road, Ukiah is accepting small 
animals.

A man from Montara has been arrested for being in a mandatory evacuation 
zone in Lakeport. Police say

Shawn Morrison was arrested for prowling and unauthorized entry into a 
closed emergency area. Lakeport Police say he was driving by with no shirt 
on, looking into windows of homes left empty because of mandatory 
evacuations. Morrison telling police he was there to pick up items from a 
relative’s home, but they found he was not from the area and did know 
about the mandatory evacuations. He was booked into jail on $5,000 bail.

The Mendocino Complex of fires, the Ranch and River are now at nearly 
68,500 acres with a total of 10% containment, 5% each. Seven homes and 
three outbuildings have been destroyed and more than ten thousand are 
threatened. There are new mandatory evacuations for Kelseyville and 
Finley, and several advisory notifications were also in effect.

There are free bus rides from Lake Transit near Kelseyville and Finley with 
an emergency shelter at the Clearlake Senior Center, but there were no 
overnight accommodations there. There were some mandatory evacuation 
orders lifted yesterday in Hopland, where the mandatory was lifted to 
advisory.

One report of a firefighter injury related to a bulldozer, but not a lot more info 
on that.



Some local shelters are asking for donations of food. The shelters that were 
reported for overnight stays include Mendocino College, Lower Lake High 
and Twin Pines Casino in Middletown.

Sutter Lakeside Hospital in Lakeport is still closed after several patients 
were taken to hospitals not in fire danger areas. The inmates at Lake 
County Jail were also evacuated and taken to Alameda County, with Lake 
County Jail staff tending to them. But no visitors were allowed.

The Lake County Air Quality Management District has put out an Unhealthy 
to Very Unhealthy report regarding current particulate levels in the county. 
There were also areas that were considered at “Hazardous” levels.

The Lakeport City Council has ratified, what’s become almost routine every 
summer, a local emergency declaration. At the council meeting yesterday, 
with only three council members in attendance, they ratified the declaration 
by City Manager Margaret Silveira for the local emergency in Lakeport.

A man’s been arrested in an evacuation area in Lakeport, while riding a 
bike. Police say the man couldn’t give a reason for being in the area and 
that he had burglary tools in his possession. Police also say they’re not 
tolerating anyone in evacuation areas, stopping anyone and investigating 
them.

Gas stations and evacuation shelters are reportedly struggling to keep up 
with demand as 10,000 or more people had been told to leave their homes 
due to the Mendocino Complex fires. There are reports of as many as 300 
evacuees at the Clearlake Oaks Moose Lodge, with many people coming in 
to get away from the smoke too. They’re looking for more donations of food 
and water. Gas stations have a lower fuel supply because some deliveries 
had to be canceled due to road closures and evacuations. But some south 
of Lakeport and Kelseyville apparently have higher reserves of fuel.

The fires now are the most destructive in Lake County due to acreage lost 
since 2015.

It’s been a destructive summer for wildfires again in Lake County. Land 
burned the last ten years or so in eastern and southeastern sections of the 
county, some residents having to evacuate several times.

New Mandatory Evacuations ordered by the Lake County Sheriff’s office in 
Kelseyville and Finley due to the River Fire. It’s for areas north of the 
Sonoma-Lake-Mendocino County Line, east of Highland Springs Road, 
south of Clear Lake, and west of Bottle Rock Road out north to Clear Lake 
State Park including the communities of Kelseyville and Finley. There’s also 
an Evacuation Advisory for the Mendocino National Forest within the 
boundaries of Lake County, and the Lake Pillsbury Basin and surrounding 
area

North of Bartlett Springs Road, east of the Ranch Fire, south of the 
LakeMendocino-Glenn

County Line, and west of Lake-Colusa County Line, The Lucerne and 
Paradise Valley areas, north of Clear Lake, east of the Ranch Fire, south of 
Bartlett Springs Road, west of Paradise Valley Drive

The fire in Redding, the Carr Fire’s burned nearly 104,000 acres after 
burning since last Monday, starting in the area of Highway 299 and Carr 
Powerhouse Road. The fire’s only 23 percent contained. Six people killed in 
the fire including two firefighters. The fire’s destroyed more than 800 homes, 
damaged nearly 170 and threatens another 4,000 or more. The fire is 
burning in dry fuel, hot heat and windy conditions in steep drainages. The 
Salvation Army and the Red Cross are asking for volunteers to sign up and 
need help at shelters with more than 38,000 people evacuated with several 
more under advisories they may need to leave soon.



Evacuated areas are being patrolled by police and they’ve made several 
arrests the last two days. Police say Gerald Silva was found by the Napa 
Auto Parts in Upper Lake early Monday saying he was homeless, they 
found rubber gloves in his pocket and say he had a felony warrant for 
burglary. He was arrested for being an Unauthorized Person in an 
Evacuated Area, Prowling, and the felony warrant. The same day Paul 
Hannah of Nice was found two times in evacuated areas. First escorted out, 
then cited the next day on a bike for being an Unauthorized Person in an 
Evacuation Area and released on a citation. Jacob Milner of Los Alamos 
was found by the Nice Post Office yesterday saying he was there to help his 
mom, but he was escorted out of the area. Also yesterday Bradley Bastian 
of Lakeport was found in a home where he was told he needed to shelter in 
place or leave, but cops say he got aggressive with them so they arrested 
him, then released him on citation. William Pimentel of Lucerne was found 
with bolt cutters, a flashlight, and rope so he was arrested for being an 
Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation Area, Possession of Burglary Tools, 
and violation of probation. And finally yesterday Charles Pritchard of 
Lakeport was warned to leave an evacuated area and wouldn’t so he was 
given a ticket.

Local air quality from the Ranch and River Fires impacted, but also by the 
Carr Wildfire in Redding and the Ferguson Wildfire in Mariposa. There’s 
smoke and haze throughout northern California with degrading air quality 
and reduced visibility. So inland communities downwind of the fires will be 
impacted including Redwood Valley, Potter Valley, Calpella, Ukiah, Hopland, 
Willits, Covelo and in western Lake County, Lakeport and small communities 
along Highway 20 and the western Clearlake shore. Air monitors show 
particulate matter concentrations in the ‘Moderate’ range for most of 
Mendocino County, but some areas could be ‘Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups’. This may go on thru the week due to hot temperatures and windy 
conditions.

The Mendocino Complex of Fires still burning hot, but firefighters did stop a 
bit more of forward movement, with 10 percent containment now on the 
Ranch fire and eight percent for the River fire. The fires grew by 8,000 acres 
from last night into this morning with nearly 75,000 acres blackened. Cal 
Fire reports 12,200 structures are threatened by the fires but there were no 
structures burned overnight. So far seven homes and three outbuildings 
have burned. There were also no new evacuation orders overnight. The 
Lake County Board of Supervisors had a meeting on the fires this morning 
and heard from Cal Fire that they’re priority is to shore up containment lines

along Highway 20 in greater Blue Lakes and for the River fire along Highway 
175. In Lake County 19,000 people have been told to evacuate.

The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services has received a Fire 
Management Assistance Grant from FEMA so federal resources can pour in 
to Mendocino and Lake counties. The grant for local, state and tribal 
agencies to recover eligible costs. The State Operations Center and all Cal 
OES Regional Operations offices have been activated after major fires 
started burning across the state including the Carr Fire in Shasta County, 
Ferguson Fire in Mariposa County, the Cranston Fire in Riverside County 
and the Mendocino Complex burning in Lake and Mendocino counties. The 
federal grant comes thru the President’s Disaster Relief Fund on cost-share 
basis, for local, state and tribal agencies so they can apply for 75-percent 
reimbursement of eligible fire suppression costs.
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A new fire has folks evacuated in Covelo. The Eel fire started east of Covelo 
yesterday afternoon and quickly grew to 865 acres and was threatening 10 
structures and a campground last night. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office has ordered evacuations for those living along Mendocino Pass 
Road, from Black Butte River Ranch east to the Anthony Peak and US 
Forest Service Road M4, and north from the ranch along County Route M1, 
also known as Indian Dick Road, for four miles. They’ve also warned others 
they may have to leave fast. A spokesman for Cal Fire says the fire started 
in the Black Butte River Ranch area.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors had an emergency meeting 
and the Sheriff gave updates on the Mendocino Complex of Fires. He 
thanked employees that came in on their day off, but also expressed dismay 
at others who didn’t… The Sheriff says maybe those who didn’t answer their 
phones or return calls don’t realize they’re emergency service workers, 
saying it irritates him and that he hopes the CEO’s Office would provide a 
list of names of people who did come in for positive feedback. The Sheriff 
also spoke about working with Lake County as they had to move inmates to 
Alameda County. The Mendocino County CEO confirmed not all employees 
responded and says some did say they’d come in, and never did. She also 
says those who did respond, refusing to come in would have a letter added 
to their personnel file.

The City of Ukiah says it’s shifting focus from low-income housing to those 
for middle-income residents. At a City Council meeting today, staff will 
inform the council they will begin to investigate zoning ordinances and city 
code for possible relief and present a report with recommendations to city 
council. They will make some recommendations to incentivize for small and 
denser in-fill housing, investigate possible regulations and policies for 
incentive-based zoning and to encourage more housing for affordable to 
middle income households. They will also look into annexation after a study 
showed it could be more cost effective in Ukiah, Willits and Fort Bragg 
instead of unincorporated areas of the County.

Fire crews still building containment lines on fires in Northern Calif. as fires 
continuing burning in Shasta, Mendocino and Lake Counties, burning more 
than 180,000 acres. Cal Fire reports the weather still in the triple digits with 
dirty air difficult to breathe. The Carr Fire that tore thru Redding, has burned 
113,000 acres. It’s burned 965 homes, 16 businesses and nearly 400 
outbuildings. 2 firefighters were killed in the fire and four other people have 
also died. The Mendocino Complex Fires, the River and Ranch fires have 
burned more than 80,000 acres and are 22% contained combined. The fire 
has burned 10 structures, including 7 homes with thousands more 
threatened.

Help from residents in Humboldt County for those affected by the Carr Fire 
and a new Fire Fund has been set up. Redwood Capital Bank has opened 
the account for fire victims and money can be donated in Eureka, Fortuna 
and Arcata. Celebrity chef Guy Fieri was also helping cook food for survivors 
along with his son for the Humboldt-Del Norte Cattlewomen for which he 
tweeted a shout out and a picture of the sliders he was making for the 
Redding evacuees. Other local businesses are donating to the effort. Items 
like towels and tissues for firefighters, toilet paper, socks and underwear.



Hundreds more firefighters are coming to Lake County to help get the 
Mendocino Complex of Fires under control. The fires have burned more 
than 80,000 acres still starting last Friday. It’s burning in hot temperatures, 
windy conditions with new burning in the Mendocino National Forest. Late 
yesterday word that the fires were burning in Scotts Valley, destroying 
homes outside Lakeport. No word how many as the official count from the 
two fires was still at seven homes and three outbuildings last night. As many 
as 12,000 structures were still threatened and The Press Democrat reports 
at least 14,000 people had been evacuated and cannot go home. The 
Ranch fire was reportedly threatening Upper Lake and Nice last night and 
the River Fire was encroaching on Lakeport. Then a new fire broke out, the 
Eel Fire east of Covelo, with new evacuations to go with it, burning at least 
865 acres. The fire is not connected to the Mendocino Complex.

Utility contractors, road workers, private fire crews, and fire engines on the 
roads that had been cleared of regular traffic. Cal Fire reported to the Lake 
County Board of Supervisors they had made more gains on the fire after 
losing some ground a day before. Some folks who had been evacuated over 
the weekend have been allowed back home.

There are three evacuation shelters operating, at Lower Lake High, but it’s 
at full capacity, the Twin Pines Casino in Middletown, and Middletown High, 
which is also taking some pets.

Lake County Sheriff Brian Martin declaring a local emergency and the Lake 
County Board of Supervisors ratified it unanimously. The Army National 
Guard got to town yesterday to help watch over evacuated communities and 
for patrols.

The County Administrative Officer reports most county offices cannot stay 
open. Staffers, many of which have been displaced from their homes, are 
responding. The courts are closed with the permission of the state.

As of yesterday, we have reports of as many as 2,900 PG&E customers in 
the dark. The utility working with Cal Fire to get the power back on with 
some power poles being pre-treated with fire retardant in a proactive 
measure.

The Lakeport Post Office was evacuated over the weekend with service 
moved to Kelseyville, but then they were evacuated and service moed to 
Clearlake which is also open for residents of Upper Lake, Finley and Nice.

A 14 foot python that disappeared from a pet store during the Carr Fire has 
been found. The snake got away from Redding Reptiles after being put into 
a plastic bin and taken to a home. But the snake, named Eres, got away 
some how. It was found in South Redding in a milk crate.

One of the six people killed in the Carr Fire in Redding has been identified. 
Sixty-two-year-old Daniel Bush was id’d by his sister Kathi Gaston who says 
her brother went to his mobile home community last Tuesday after a 
quadruple heart bypass surgery, but he couldn’t evacuate without help 
because he wasn’t allowed to drive and roads to his home had been 
blocked by deputies. Six others are reported missing in the fire. Police 
reaching out to the public for help. Redding police say they’ve found 14 out 
of 20 people who had been listed as missing, two of the six reported missing 
have homes still standing, one is listed as a homeless person.



Recent dry weather has sped up normal drying in the summer leading to 
perfect conditions for wildfires. That according to the director of the Fire 
Weather Research Lab at San Jose State University. The professor saying 
it’s really dry, closer to what would normally be seen at the end of the 
summer or early fall. Temperatures have been above normal, about three 
degrees higher than it usually is. The National Weather Service says if it’s 
warmer overnight, then it’ll probably be hotter the next day. Some places are 
as high as eight degrees more than usual. And scientists say we could be in 
for worse heat waves, droughts and fire risks in the future because of 
increasingly volatile weather patterns.

Yosemite National Park and surrounding destinations are staying closed 
thru the weekend because of the Ferguson Fire. The National Park Service 
released a statement that the valley, Wawona Road, the Mariposa and 
Merced groves of giant sequoias, Hetch Hetchy and other areas because of 
continued smoke and firefighting operations. There are some areas staying 
open though, but they’re warning visitors to be cautious. The fire has burned 
nearly 63,000 acres and is about 40% contained. 2 firefighters were killed 
fighting the fire, one in a bulldozer that went down a ravine, and another was 
hit by a dead tree.

A community meeting’s set for tonight on the Mendocino Complex fire. The 
Unified Commanders, CAL FIRE, and U.S. Forest Service having the 
community meeting with an overview of how they’re fighting to contain the 
fire, current maps will be available and other handouts too. They’ll also take 
questions. Tonight at 6 PM at Kelseyville High.

North Coast Opportunities says it’ll be accepting gift card donations for anyone who wants to help fire victims. They’re especially looking for gas and grocery store gift cards which can be taken to the administrative office in Ukiah or donated online at ncoinc.org. They’re also looking for items to be taken to the MendoLake Complex Fire Relief Unit in Redwood Valley (across from Redwood Valley Market) like bottled water, baby wipes, non-perishable food items, towels, diapers, toiletries, socks and underwear and cleaning supplies, garbage bags and disposable plates and utensils.

The chief justice in Calif. has said yes to the closure of the Lake County 
Superior Court’s Lakeport office due to the Mendocino Complex fire. Since 
law enforcement are needed to patrol evacuated areas and with several 
people who work at or have to be in court displaced from their homes, the 
presiding judge requested an emergency order from the chief justice of the 
state Monday night. It then deemed Monday, July, 30th to Friday, Aug. 3rd, 
as court holidays. So no hearings are being held and no filings accepted at 
the Lakeport courthouse. In Clearlake, offices and courtroom calendars are 
going on as scheduled though.

Another several thousand acres tacked onto the Mendocino Complex fire in 
the official report this morning. Add on to it properties in the Scotts Valley 
area outside Lakeport. No official numbers on what was lost overnight, but 
we do have numbers on acreage. Cal Fire’s reporting the fire at nearly 
91,000 acres burned and 24% contained. The complex is made up of the 
Ranch and River fires. The Ranch fire is larger, having blackened just over 
59,000 acres with 15-percent containment. And the River fire is just under 
32,000 acres with 38-percent contained. The city of Lakeport is evacuated 
due to the River Fire. Cal Fire reports they think they can totally surround 
the fire by next Tuesday, August 7th. Some mandatory evacuations were 
lifted yesterday in Kelseyville, Finley and the Big Valley Rancheria, but 
they’re all still under warnings. And those in Potter Valley have been allowed 
to return. The fire has destroyed 11 structures, including 10 homes. Two 
other homes and one more structure were also damaged.

http://ncoinc.org/
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More fires have also started in Mendocino and Lassen Counties. The Eel 
Fire in Covelo has burned 865 acres with some mandatory evacuations 
called for last night. That also meant some firefighters on the Mendocino 
Complex had to be moved to the Eel Fire. And in Lassen County, the 
Whaleback fire started yesterday, burning more than 18,000 acres. It’s 40% 
contained.

The amount of structures burned in the Mendocino Complex has risen as 
has acreage and containment lines. The fires made up of the Ranch and 
River fires grew another 4,000 acres yesterday for nearly 95,000 acres 
burned. The fires combined are 24% contained. The Ranch Fire on its own 
is at about 61,500 acres with 15% containment and the River Fire is just 
under 33,400 acres and 38% contained. Cal Fire reports 38 structures now 
gone, including 14 homes and 24 others buildings. 15 damaged structures, 
includes 8 homes. The fires are burning in hot weather with wind and low 
humidity on very dry land. Firefighters on the River Fire trying to protect the 
area around Scotts Valley and the Hendricks Road area. Lake Co News 
reports the entire City of Lakeport continues to be under a mandatory 
evacuation order.

PG&E has reportedly hired a lobbyist firm in its fight over the October 
firestorm and its potential liability. Reports that the utility giant has paid more 
for lobbying this last quarter of 2018 than any other entity. This comes from 
reports filed before the deadline this week, showing PG&E paid more than 
$1.7 million. A group that represents several people who lost their homes in 
fires, Up from the Ashes, spent about a half million dollars so utility 
companies would have to pay for damage they might be liable for.

Police say the 20 people who were reported as missing in Shasta County 
due to the Carr Fire have all been found and accounted for. Family or 
friends had reported the missing people while the fire was burning in 
Redding, French Gulch, Old Shasta, and Keswick.

A new evacuation shelter has opened for those in the path of the Eel Fire 
near Covelo. The Health & Human Services Agency of Mendocino County is 
running the shelter at Round Valley Elementary School, on the corner of 
Howard Street and Airport Road in Covelo where they have beds, blankets 
and food.

Large animals are being accepted for those affected by the Eel Fire at the 
Rodeo Arena on Airport Rd. in Covelo.



More arrests of folks in mandatory evacuated areas. Clearlake Police found 
Roberto Torres who says he went into Clearlake High School to wet his hair, 
but police say there was no clear answer as to why he was wandering 
around an evacuated area. They also found a couple of shaved keys in his 
backpack which can be used in burglaries and thefts. So the guy was 
arrested for Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation Area and Possession of 
Burglary Tools, but he was released with a citation and escorted from the 
evacuation area. Then another man from Nice, Gary Mayhood was found in 
an evacuation area too where he told police he was there to get a dirt bike 
from a friend. But officers say they found about 27.5 grams of meth in his 
pocket which he said was for personal use. Officers also found $940.00 
cash on him so he was arrested for Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation 
Area, Sales of Controlled Substance, and Transportation of a Controlled 
Substance. And three other men were also arrested for being in an 
evacuation area. Francisco Corona of Kelseyville and his passengers, Juan 
Corona, also of Kelseyville and Alfredo Ramirez of Finley. The driver had a 
suspended license. The trio told police they were evacuating, but police say 
they had no property in their car. Then they said they were bringing water to 
a friend, but there was no water in the trunk. Police also found one of the 
men was on Post Release Community Supervision probation (PRCS) for 
felony evading. The trio arrested for Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation 
Area and released with a citation.

Four giant wildfires continue to burn in Northern Calif with a fifth suddenly 
starting. The Eel Fire, which we’ve been reporting on, started Tuesday in 
Mendocino County outside Covelo. But the four major fires, the Mendocino 
Complex, the Carr Fire along with the Ferguson have burned nearly 280,000 
acres in all. The Carr Fire burning in Shasta County has been active at night 
with smoke staying low to the ground so air support has not been what it 
could be. The fire also spawned a tornado which tore into Redding. The 
Ferguson Fire has closed Yosemite National Park, and burned nearly 
64,000 acres. Then the Eel Fire, smaller than the rest, broke out earlier this 
week around 40 miles north of the Mendocino Complex. It’s burned about 
1,000 acres. Then late yesterday reports of yet another fire off Highway 101 
south of Hopland in Mendocino County which was smaller and already 50 
percent contained.

More info on the power outage in Mendocino and Lake Counties last 
weekend. Tens of thousands had no power when the Ranch Fire damaged 
two utility lines in Upper Lake. Ukiah Electric Utility says they get their 
energy locally, but also from several other sources, and some of the lines 
supplying local power were damaged. PG&E owns the transmission grid 
transporting energy into the region.

The Vichy Fire, a new one that started near Vichy Springs quickly knocked 
down. The fire reported yesterday afternoon in the 600 block of Redemeyer 
Road, just five to ten acres but moving quickly. But within about a half hour 
the radio reports say the fire was knocked down.

The Governor holds a press conference on the fires saying it’s probably 
going to cost California billions in the next ten years. The Gov. says 
predictions of global warming and fires to happen by the years 2040 or 2050 
are actually happening now. The state reports as many as 13,000 
firefighters on duty right now with 16 large wildfires charring 320,000 acres 
with more than 32,000 residents out of their homes. There are also 
firefighters in the state from several other states from as far away as Maine 
and Florida. The Gov. says the state will spend what it has to to fight the 
fires but blames it on the fast rise in greenhouse gases caused by human 
activity.



Several hundred residents showed up at the town hall at Kelseyville High on 
the Mendocino Complex Fires. Lake Co News reports there were 400 
people there along with county and state officials including Cal Fire 
commanders and Congressmen Mike Thompson and John Garamendi. On 
Tuesday night Cal Fire reported good work but that yesterday was a 
challenging day on the fires. The two Congress members said they were 
working with federal officials to get more money to pay for the disasters 
including the Carr Fire in Shasta County and the Mendocino Complex Fires.

A fire that broke out near Ukiah may have started under suspicious 
circumstances. Witnesses in the neighborhood of the fire off Vichy Road tell 
this radio station they’re convinced it was caused by arson. The sheriff 
department reportedly informed someone saw a dark silver or grey Honda 
with a woman driving alone and seen speeding away just as the fire 
erupted. Witnesses also say the car returned later to observe firefighting 
operations. Visiting firefighters lodging nearby at the Vichy Springs Resort 
instrumental in calling in chopper water drops which stopped forward 
movement of the fire quickly. Some buildings nearby said to be threatened, 
but none were lost. No injuries were reported.

An advisory evacuation order in Western Lake County has been upgraded 
to Mandatory. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office ordered the Mandatory 
Evacuation area west of Lucerne at Bartlett Springs Road and Highway 20, 
south of the fire, east of the fire, north of Clear Lake including the 
communities of Blue Lakes, Upper Lake, Nice, Lakeport, Witter Springs, 
Bachelor Valley, Scotts Valley, Saratoga Springs.

There’s a temporary County Recorder’s office now in Lower Lake. Since 
county offices are closed in Lakeport because of Mandatory Evacuations, 
the office was set up so residents can still record critical documents. So the 
County Assessor-Recorder Richard Ford organized the temporary 
Recorder’s Office in Lower Lake on Main St. which will be open Monday-
Friday 9am to 4pm while mandatory evacuations remain in effect in 
Lakeport. The office is prepared to handle Deeds, Deeds of Trust, Title 
documents and any other documents related to Real Property.

The Mendocino Complex of Fires have now gone above 100,000 acres. Cal 
Fire reports the complex now 39% contained. The River and Ranch Fires 
that make up the complex are at nearly 110,200 acres. They started last 
Friday and have expanded quickly in dry, hot weather. The Ranch Fire’s 
been burning north of Upper Lake and growing into the Mendocino National 
Forest with a forced evacuation of communities on the north shore of the 
lake. The River fire has all of Lakeport and nearby shoreline communities 
out of their homes and businesses under mandatory evacuation orders. Cal 
Fire reports fighting the toughest fight in the Mendocino National Forest in 
steep terrain. 14 homes have been destroyed and more than 12,000 are 
threatened.
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Several more arrests in mandatory evacuation zones. The Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office reports deputies on patrol found Fernando Mada of Nice 
walking on Lakeview Drive after being warned to leave an evacuation area. 
He told them he was looking for food and was arrested for being an 
Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation Area and released on a citation. 
Then cops found David Sparks of Nice who had been warned not to drive in 
a mandatory evacuation zone, so he was pulled over and detained. He was 
arrested with his girlfriend, but she was released and Sparks booked into jail 
for Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation Area. Jason Compton of Nice 
was busted on a bike in Nice for being in an evacuation area and saying he 
was buying cigarettes for a friend, but he was arrested and released on a 
citation. Then cops found a man on a motorcycle in an evacuated area, 
Bradley Bastian ran but was chased and arrested after getting in the way of 
fire engines. He had already been arrested once and released, now he’s 
charged again, adding Felony Evading, Driving Under the Influence, and 
Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation Area. And finally Doug Trimmer of 
Upper Lake and Courtney Falkowski of Kelseyville were found in an 
evacuated area of Nice and were cited and escorted out of the area. 

A new head for the Ukiah Police Dept. sworn in. Former chief Chris Dewey 
was on hand as Capt. Justin Wyatt was sworn in Wednesday as the new 
chief. Wyatt said he was humbled and proud to get the job as he got pinned 
with his new badge Wednesday.

The Hopland Research Center survives the River Fire. The fire got within a 
half mile of the research center and surrounding homes where staffers live. 
Land around the center burned and some animals had to be moved out of 
the path of the flames, but Cal Fire built lines around the Center. Some trees 
will need to be removed after being damaged by the fire. No word of smoke 
damage inside. They reportedly lost some fencing used for animals and a 
couple of research structures. They also report damage to pipes after water 
boiled inside them, rupturing them. Some other equipment was destroyed, 
but there are no totals yet.

A new public access area has opened to view the Mendocino Coast. The 
Pelican Bluffs Coastal Trail south of Point Arena on Highway 1 goes for a 
couple of miles. Members of the California Conservation Corps fashioned 
the trail after land was purchased in a partnership between the California 
Coastal Conservancy, the California Coastal Commission and the 
Mendocino Land Trust. The Trust will own and manage the trail as part of its 
goal for a California Coastal Trail that would span 15 counties from the 
Oregon to Mexico borders.

There’s a red flag warning for areas of the North Coast with winds expected 
to reach up to 30 mph, with higher temperatures and very low humidity. The 
National Weather Service has announced the red flag warning for this 
morning at 11 a.m. until tomorrow night at 11 p.m. The River and Ranch 
fires which make up the Mendocino Complex have already destroyed 16 
homes and 17 other buildings. The fire’s now blackened more than 125,000 
acres. The River Fire is 50% contained and the Ranch Fire’s at 33%. 
Evacuations ordered for Long Valley, High Valley and Spring Valley, while 
mandatory evacuations for south Lakeport were downgraded to advisory.

There are still evacuation orders in place for large chunks of Mendocino and 
Lake counties, including Upper Lake, Bachelor Valley, Nice and North 
Lakeport. A big section of the Mendocino National Forest is closed to traffic 
and visitors from Lake Pillsbury in the north to Bartlett Springs in the south.



The Mendocino Complex fires have grown 15,000 more acres to reach more 
than 125,000 acres burned. The fires together are 39% contained. The 
Ranch Fire headed to Bartlett Springs had burned almost 84,000 acres 
alone and is at 33 percent containment, blowing up another 9,000 acres 
from Wednesday night. The River fire added another 6,000 acres yesterday 
and is 50-percent contained. It’s burned more than 41,000 acres.

The Mendocino Complex making new runs and also burning out in some 
areas allowing some folks to go home…but there are new mandatory 
evacuations for Long Valley and High Valley, as well as for Spring Valley. 
An advisory order for those east of Paradise Valley and west of Sulphur 
Bank Road on Highway 20 – including all residents in Glenhaven and 
Clearlake Oaks. Upper Lake and Nice were already under a mandatory 
evacuation, and Lucerne with an advisory evacuation. The fire’s threatening 
8,200 structures.

Some residents have been able to return home after the Carr Fire took 
down more than 1,000 homes. The fire in Redding, the biggest of the Calif. 
fires burning currently. Tens of thousands of residents are still evacuated. 
The fire’s also killed six people, including two firefighters. It’s now the sixth 
most destructive wildfire in state history.

The fire burning near Yosemite National Park has new evacuation orders for 
Wawona inside the park. Less than 200 people live there. The park’s been 
closed since July 25th to tourists due to thick smoke from the Ferguson Fire 
which has burned about 69,000 acres. Its 41% contained.

The Mendocino Complex fires are mostly in rugged, rural terrain and not 
impacting Lake County’s major winegrowing areas with report so far of 
minimal damage to vineyards on smaller parcels. Grower’s said to be 
proactively monitoring the status of vines and are going to start testing fruit 
soon.

A woman from Napa who’s charged with setting nearly a dozen fires by 
Lake Berryessa over a two year period has pleaded no contest to three 
counts of arson. 60 year old Debra Ann Windholz in court this week in the 
case, and is set for sentencing in September. She was arrested in 
December for 11 fires set between Oct. of 2015 and Aug. of 2017. She’s 
admitted she tossed lit cigarettes and matches where several of the fires 
ignited. She now has to register as an arson offender, she’ll be on probation 
for four years and has to go to jail in Napa for up to six months.

As some evacuations happened for the Carr Fire in Redding, some 
residents were accidentally sent from their homes. The Shasta County 
Sheriff says the area of Shasta Lake were as many as 10,000 people live 
north of Redding, were not supposed to be under a mandatory evacuation 
order. The Sheriff says there was an overreach. The office decided to leave 
the evacuation in place instead of creating confusion rescinding it. 
Residents were allowed to go back home Monday, after a weekend out of 
their homes. A Cal Fire release had the evacuation order on it, but 
apparently city and county officials were not calling it mandatory.

Evacuation orders lifted by the Lake County Sheriff’s Office for areas 
affected by the River Fire. An advisory was canceled for areas east of 
Highland Springs Road, west of Soda Bay Road, and north of the 
Lake/Sonoma County line and south of Clear Lake. All of Kelseyville, 
Buckingham, Clearlake Riviera, Loch Lomond and areas of Red Hills Road, 
Hwy. 175, Cobb and Bottle Rock Road that were previously under advisory 
are safe to repopulate.



08/06/18

The Ranch and River Fires still burning as the Mendocino Complex. They 
were active last night, the Ranch Fire making a run in the Pawnee scar, that 
fire burned in June. Firefighters were working to defend structures, as 41 
homes and 47 other buildings had already burned. There’s a Red Flag 
warning in place until tomorrow night at 11 PM. Some of the areas in steep, 
rural terrain with difficult access. Together the two fires have burned 
154,000 acres total and are 30% contained. The Ranch Fire is the larger of 
the two, having charred 112,000 acres with 28% containment. The River 
Fire has burned less than half that, at 41,500 acres with 50% containment.

There’s a new Evacuation Order – For the Lucerne, Pepperwood Grove, 
Paradise Valley, Glenhaven, and Clearlake Oaks areas of Lake County: All 
areas north of Clear Lake, south and east of Bartlett Springs Road at Hwy 
20, west of Bartlett Springs Road at the Indian Valley Reservoir, south to 
New Long Valley Road and Hwy 20 at Hwy 53. This includes High Valley 
Road, 5 Star Fish Farm, Round Mountain Road, New Long Valley Road, Old 
Long Valley Road, and Spring Valley Road.

The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services reports getting a Fire 
Management Assistance Grant that comes from FEMA so vital resources 
are available to fight the Carr Fire which has been burning in Shasta and 
now hits Trinity County. The grant allows local, state and tribal agencies to 
get back 75% of firefighting costs. The fire has already torn thru about 
126,000 acres in Shasta and Trinity counties. And most recently has been 
threatening structures near Lewiston, Weaverville and Junction City. Cal 
OES, in partnership with CAL FIRE and the U.S. Forest Service sending 
several immediate need fire strike teams and firefighters with aircraft, 
engines, dozers and water tenders and shelter operations staff and 
emergency communications capability to areas hit by the Carr Fire which 
started in Shasta County July 23rd.

Firefighters brace for the weather to worsen as a Red Flag Warning has 
been issued along parts of the North Coast. The Ranch fire, part of the 
Mendocino Complex has now grown to 112,000 acres on its own. The fire 
which started near Ukiah a week ago has burned an area north of Clear 
Lake and is headed to the burn scar from the Pawnee Fire which broke out 
in June. The Cal Fire Division Chief says the Ranch Fire would probably 
stall if it hits that scar which could slow the fires. The fire grew more than 
30% overnight and went from 33% to 28% contained. The other fire in the 
complex, the River Fire, has burned more than 41,500 acres, just a little 
more than a day before and it’s holding at 50 percent containment. Some 
folks southeast of the River Fire have been allowed to go home, but there 
are now more evacuations for the Ranch Fire.

The Mendocino Complex Fire, the River and Ranch Fires still threatening 
homes and together have become the 4th largest fire in Calif. history. 
County offices in Lakeport had been closed, but reopen today. All Lakeport-
based County offices and the Lakeport Branch of the Superior Court are 
open for business today.

It was an easier day for firefighters on the Eel Fire in Covelo. Calmer winds 
and lower temperatures helped firefighters get the fire 60 percent contained. 
The fire’s holding at 972 acres. Firefighters were mopping up smoldering 
brush and vegetation. Yesterday they said there was minimal fire behavior 
and it was just mostly smoldering and creeping, but it’s going to be warmer 
and no rain is forecast.

Highway 20 between the 101 and Highway 29 have re-opened in both 
directions,

but Highway 20 will stay closed east of Highway 29. And Highway 29 
is open for both directions of travel south of Highway 20.



Two men in Lower Lake have been arrested for impersonating police. 
Deputies spotted

the two, Mark Nielson, and the other, Javier Rosalesperaza who they knew 
was on Post Community Release Supervision with a suspended Driver 
License. Deputies say the two were acting extremely nervous and noticed a 
police red/blue light on the dash of the vehicle and a police style baton and 
a police duty belt, traffic vest and other items commonly used in burglaries. 
There was also a wallet with bank cards and an ID of a third person. The 
two couldn’t explain some of the items they had. They were arrested, 
Nielsen, for Possession of Burglary Tools, Police Impersonation, Possession 
of Stolen Property, and Driving on a Suspended License. Rosalesperaza for 
Possession of Burglary Tools and Police Impersonation.

More arrests for being in Mandatory Fire Evacuation Areas. Police say there 
was a car in Clearlake Oaks Saturday and they recognized the driver from 
the day before, Brett John Hill Jr. who they say said he thought it was ok to 
return home, he was ticketed for Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation 
Area. The same day a woman, Summerr Mae Waters Abreu was seen 
taking a bike out of a motorhome, she had already been warned to leave an 
evacuation area, so she was cited for Unauthorized Person in an 
Evacuation Area. Later that morning, Justin Hayes Arriaga was spotted 
trying to go into his home, then riding a bike nearby, so he was cited for 
Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation Area. In Lucerne a man was yelling 
at bulldozer operators so he was arrested, George Contreras smelling like 
booze, told cops he used to be a fireman and could go home, but they 
arrested him for Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation Area and Public 
Intoxication. Also in Lucerne, Michael Lewismabery was found with a 
suspended driver license and he had an active arrest warrant, so he was 
arrested after being warned a day before not to be in the area. He was 
booked for the arrest warrant, Unauthorized Person in an Evacuation Area, 
and Driving on a Suspended License.

No longer Mandatory, now just Evacuation Advisories for North Lakeport; 
north of the Scotts Valley Road and Hill Road intersection, east of Hill Road, 
south of Nice-Lucerne Cutoff Road, and west of Clear Lake. This will include 
all driveways and streets accessed from Hill Road.

The Governor has announced the federal government has approved the 
Presidential Major Disaster Declaration for the Carr Fire in Shasta County. 
Governor Brown saying the fires burning in the state are part of a trend, and 
the new normal… and that horrible situations like this bring people together 
regardless of the lesser kind of ideologies and partisan considerations. This 
comment as President Trump agreed to the Major Disaster Declaration 
which covers 75% of the costs for firefighting and helps fire victims access 
federal programs and support, including housing assistance, food aid, 
unemployment assistance, counseling and medical services and legal 
services. Right now there are 17 major fires burning across the state.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reaching out to the public for help 
finding a man wanted for the attempted murder of his estranged wife. On the 
Sheriff’s Facebook page, they’ve posted a wanted notice for Gerald Orth 
who they suspect used an explosive device to try to kill his wife. They report 
he might be on his way to Arizona and was seen driving a white, 1995 Ford 
Van, with Disabled plates DP668VX. They say it’s an old “Roto Rooter” van 
that was painted over, but some of the lettering was still visible through the 
paint. They also report the man’s a sex registrant with a felony history who 
they say might be in possession of a firearm. A picture of him is posted on 
the Facebook update.



A Caltrans Supervisor patrolling thru a fire zone reportedly helped some 
locals leave the area of the Mendocino Complex Fire. Kym Kemp reporting 
Mike Quinliven, the Caltrans Supervisor for Special Tree Crew South helped 
some folks as the fire jumped Highway 20. The victims posted on Facebook 
they were surrounded by thick smoke and fast moving flames when 
Quinliven told them to follow him. Quinliven reportedly pulled over himself 
and called the CHP to get the road closed since the fire was burning on both 
sides. The woman who Quinliven helped posted the thank you to him.

The Mendocino Complex fires have grown tens of thousands of acres over 
the weekend in hot, dry weather. The fire’s picked up another 38,000 acres 
yesterday alone, now having blackened 267,000 acres, making it the fourth 
largest wildfire in state history. The Thomas Fire in Ventura and Santa 
Barbara counties last December just barely ahead, that one was stopped at 
nearly 282,000 acres. Last October’s Tubbs Fire is the most destructive fire 
in state history. The bigger fire in the Mendocino Complex, the Ranch Fire 
has no sign it’ll be out soon, at just 23% contained. It blew up another 
100,000 acres in the last two days. State Senator Mike McGuire says there’s 
a good chance the fire will become the largest fire in California history. The 
Ranch and River fires together are 33 percent contained. 68 homes have 
been destroyed.

A man from Fort Bragg has major injuries after being hit by a car while he 
was walking on Highway 1. The CHP reports 59 year old Peter Howe was 
airlifted to Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital in critical condition. The crash just 
after midnight Saturday on the highway about a mile south of the Noyo River 
bridge. The driver of the car has been identified as Tricia Godwin of Fort 
Bragg. Alcohol or drugs are not considered a factor, but the crash is being 
investigated.

PG&E reportedly supporting a plan that could be authorized by the state to 
cover liability claims and pay October fire survivors, but with ratepayers 
wallets. It’s called securitization, a bill authored by an assemblyman in the 
East Bay so there’s a quick settlement of damage claims from the 2017 
fires. If it passes, it would mean PG&E could sell state-authorized bonds to 
finance billions of dollars in wildfire damages. The utility’s customers would 
buy them as part of charges on their power bills. PG&E is facing more than 
200 lawsuits after the October firestorm. The utility’s VP of strategy and 
policy says this is the right way to maintain customer cost at a manageable 
level. But State Senator Bill Dodd says the plan is flawed. He’s on a 
committee trying to come up with ways to strengthen disaster preparedness 
and find ways electric utilities will be held accountable.

The Mendocino Complex fires have grown tens of thousands of acres over 
the weekend in hot, dry weather. The fire’s blackened more than 273,000 
acres, making it the fourth largest wildfire in state history. The Thomas Fire 
in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties last December just barely ahead, 
that one was stopped at nearly 282,000 acres. Last October’s Tubbs Fire is 
the most destructive fire in state history. The bigger fire in the Mendocino 
Complex, the Ranch Fire has no sign it’ll be out soon, losing some 
containment over the weekend from 23% to now 21% contained. It blew up 
more than 100,000 more acres this weekend. State Senator Mike McGuire 
says there’s a good chance the fire will become the largest fire in California 
history. The Ranch and River fires together are 30 percent contained. 75 
homes and 68 other structures have been destroyed. 9,300 structures are 
threatened.
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Airbnb’s Open Homes program is helping fire victims, offering free 
temporary housing for people who’ve been evacuated from their homes, and 
to relief workers sent to the area to help. The program for those displaced 
due to the Mendocino Complex Fires and the Carr Fire. It started at the end 
of last month for those in the Shasta County region for those impacted in 
several counties. It’s now being extended thru August 17th, with the 
company encouraging hosts to help out across Northern California and 
Southern Oregon. For its part Airbnb waives all booking fees and charges 
for anyone signing up for the program.

Some Northshore communities protected by firefighters over the weekend 
as the Mendocino Complex fire grew thousands of acres. Cal Fire says 
there are fire lines on the ridges of the Northshore for those in Upper Lake in 
the west to Clearlake Oaks in the east. Lake Co News reports sending a 
reporter to the area and seeing Clearlake Oaks and Glenhaven along 
Highway 20 looked safe without a burn scar. And no fire activity was seen 
by the news site in the town of Lucerne either. The Ranch Fire was seen 
burning off High Valley Road above Clearlake Oaks.

Another death due to the Carr Fire. The seventh death was a Pacific Gas 
and Electric Co. employee who died working near Whiskeytown Lake. 21 
year old Jay Ayeta working on service that had been cut off to areas 
affected by the massive fire. He was killed in a car accident, PG&E is 
investigating exactly what happened. There’s a Gofundme page set up for 
Ayeta. The fire’s burned 163,000 acres and is 45% contained. Nearly 1,100 
homes have burned in the fire with another 1,200 threatened.

A man reported missing found by rangers patrolling MacKerricher State 
Park. Mendocino County Sheriff’s Deputies called to help State Park 
Rangers who found a car registered to a missing person, Eric Miskey of 
Chico, who also had a felony warrant for his arrest for evading law 
enforcement. A ranger tried to contact Miskey to arrest him, but he took off 
into the campground. He then drove thru a fence, barely clipping a ranger 
on the ground. Deputies chased him thru the park, reaching speeds of up to 
90 MPH, swerving in and out of traffic onto Highway 1. Cops finally caught 
him after he stopped and hid in a field, then went across the highway into 
Fort Bragg. He then gassed it over a ditch and ditched cops. A small fire 
started too after a cop car went into that ditch. The fire put out and Miskey 
got away, last seen headed south on Highway 1 from Airport Road.

The Mendocino Complex fire is now the largest in state history. The twin 
fires, the Ranch and River have blackened 443 square miles which is almost 
the size of the city of Los Angeles. Nearly 284,000 acres have burned. The 
fires have broken the record set by the Thomas Fire which burned last 
December in Ventura and Santa Barbara counties. That fire destroyed more 
than 1,000 structures and killed 2 people. The Mendocino Complex is 30 
percent contained and is mostly burning in remote areas away from most 
structures. The fire’s threatening 11,300 structures with hotter weather and 
more intense heat within the fire itself. The firefighters on the fire had 
reported making progress over the weekend, but lost some containment on 
the larger of the two fires, the Ranch Fire, which has burned 235,000 acres 
alone.

Mendocino-Lake Community College District says they’re re-opening after 
being closed due to the Mendocino Complex Fire. The center is opening 
next Monday, August 13th ahead of the upcoming fall semester which starts 
August 20th. The center’s been closed since July 30th after a mandatory 
evacuation for the city of Lakeport. The school district bringing in restoration 
experts so it’s safe for students and staff to be back at the center. The 
campus in Ukiah is an Evacuation Center working with Mendocino County 
and the American Red Cross.



The following Evacuation Warning/Advisory for both Mendocino and Lake 
County areas have been lifted: Mendocino County Warning Lift: South of 
Mill Creek Road in Talmage, east of the Russian River, east of Old River 
Road and Highway 101 in Hopland, all areas north of the Mendocino-
Sonoma County Line, and all areas west of the Mendocino-Lake County 
Line. Lake County Advisory Lift: South of 11th Street and Riggs Road; west 
of Clear Lake, Highland Springs Road, and Big Valley Road; north of the 
Lake-Mendocino County Line; and east of Lake Mendocino County Line.

The following areas have been reduced to an Evacuation Advisory and may 
return to their homes: Southern Scotts Valley Road area; north of the Scotts 
Valley Road/Hill Road intersection, east of the South Cow Mountain 
Recreation area, west of SR 29, and south of the north Hendricks 
Road/Scotts Valley Road intersection. This will include Scotts Valley Road 
from Hill Road to Hendricks Road, Hendricks Road, Dessie Drive, Eickhoff 
Road, and Pear View Road.

A man shot in the leg being investigated as a possible attempted murder. 
Police say they got a call and responded with the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority 
for a man who reportedly accidentally shot himself. But they say the man 
gave them conflicting reports about what happened, including being shot by 
an unknown suspect on the railroad tracks. They then came to the 
conclusion the guy probably didn’t shoot himself. They’ve also not figured 
out where the shooting happened or what weapon was used in the shooting. 
The man taken to a hospital and released the next day.

The evacuation advisory and road closures for the Eel Fire near Covelo, all 
lifted. The fire’s now 60 percent contained and it has not grown in several 
days. Fire managers saying the area’s safe for the public and residents, but 
they warn to use caution to travel in the area as there are still firefighters 
and equipment in the area. They’re mopping up smoldering vegetation, 
reinforcing containment lines and taking down dead standing trees which 
are a threat to firefighters on the line. The fire charred 972 acres.

Animal Care & Control in Lakeport is taking in animals who have to be 
evacuated with their owners due to the Mendocino Complex fires. The 
shelter’s just re-opened itself after evacuation orders. They report there are 
about 300 animals there right now, including chickens, goats, horses, alpaca 
and a tortoise. Residents were allowed to come in yesterday to pick up their 
animals or to come in and visit their animals if they’re still being cared for at 
the shelter or another location during the countywide emergency. There are 
animals also being housed at the SPCA facility in Kelseyville, horses at 
several different stables in Middletown, Kelseyville and Lower Lake, and 
others.

Tens of thousands of people have been told to leave their homes since the 
Ranch and River fires broke out. The fires together, the massive Mendocino 
Complex fires, now the largest ever in the state. They’ve burned nearly 
284,000 acres by last night after first starting July 27th. The Ranch Fire 
alone has burned 235,000 acres and is only 21 percent contained. The 
River Fire has blackened almost 49,000 acres, it’s 58 percent contained. 75 
homes and 68 other structures have been destroyed by the fires, with 
another 11,300 structures threatened. There was hotter, dry weather 
yesterday with strong winds reported. The Ranch Fire has burned into 
Mendocino, Lake and Colusa counties now but the River Fire is being held 
with backfires in the Cow Mountain area. The two fires burned almost 
17,000 acres yesterday making it the worst fire to ever burn in the state. But 
not the most destructive, that’s the Tubbs Fire which burned in Sonoma 
County last October.



A man accused of tossing an explosive under a Sonoma County sheriff’s 
patrol car in Guerneville apparently doesn’t like the Sheriff’s Office. The 
Sheriff’s Dept. arrested 22 year old Tristan Proto of Santa Rosa for the 
explosive at a Safeway store. He was reportedly high on meth when he and 
a friend left Forestville before heading to Guerneville, but the two split up 
after an argument. Then police say Proto lit a firework and threw it under the 
vacant patrol car. It’s described as an M-80, which is illegal. An off-duty 
Napa County sheriff’s deputy was on scene and helped stop Proto, tackling 
him to the ground. One Safeway employee reportedly knocked over by the 
explosion, but there were no other injuries. The store was evacuated for a 
time. Proto in jail on suspicion of using an explosive with the intent to injure 
and for breaking the terms of his probation.

You can see many of the fires burning in Calif. From the International Space 
Station. Images that were recently released from NASA show the Carr and 
Ferguson fires in Northern Calif with massive plumes of smoke hovering 
over the state. The European Space Agency astronaut aboard the station 
caught the pictures and captioned it, “California burning.” Adding the fires 
were frightening to watch, even from space. And gave a shout out from 
space to all firefighters on the planet, his former colleagues. The Carr fire, 
burning in Shasta County, has charred 164,000 acres, igniting after a 
trailer’s tire went flat and sent sparks out from it. Seven people have been 
killed in the fire which also spurred a fire tornado with winds of up to 143 
miles per hour. And the other visible fire from the space station, the 
Ferguson, threatening Yosemite National Park and surrounding areas, has 
burned more than 91,000 acres and is 38% contained.

A regular meeting for the Lake County Board of Supervisors but they’ll 
reconsider the local health emergency due to the Mendocino Complex. The 
board will also get an update on the fires today and consider a fall ballot 
measure for a possible cannabis business tax ordinance. The meeting this 
morning can be watched online at the County’s website, under calendar. 
The board is hearing a status on the Mendocino Complex fire which is now 
the largest ever in state history.

The National Night Out in Clearlake is postponed due to the Mendocino 
Complex fire. It was supposed to take place tonight with local law 
enforcement, fire and other public safety officers, but they’re all working on 
the Mendocino Complex fire. Also air quality is not the best. Clearlake’s new 
police chief says employees, volunteers and community partners worked 
hard on the event, which is disappointing. But he says the city will continue 
their partnership with the community, consistent with the spirit of National 
Night Out, to make neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live.

There are now 14,000 firefighters on the lines across the state as 16 major 
fires are burning. The fires have destroyed more than 2,000 homes and 
killed nine people. The Mendocino Complex, the largest of them all, burning 
in grass around Clearlake, in Lake, Colusa and Mendocino counties. The 
fire’s charred land bigger than the cities of San Jose, San Francisco, 
Oakland and Sacramento put together. The fire nearly doubled its size this 
past weekend. It’s burned 75 homes and 68 other buildings. Also burning in 
Northern Calif., the Carr Fire, has destroyed nearly 1,100 homes and killed 
seven people, burning mostly now in rural areas west of Shasta Lake. That 
fire has burned 164,000 acres.
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The Mendocino Complex fire, the largest fire to ever burn in Calif. now still 
burned actively overnight. Fire officials say the Ranch Fire charred another 
6,000 acres with the complex now having burned nearly 291,000 acres, 
surpassing the Thomas Fire from last December, which had been the 
largest fire in state history. The Ranch fire is the larger of the twin fires, 
burning nearly 242,000 acres. Its burning north into the Mendocino National 
Forest, and east, into rural areas in east Lake County and into Colusa 
County. The fire’s burning in difficult terrain with limited access for 
firefighters, engines and dozers, so only aircraft and firefighters hiking it out 
on foot can get to it. The smaller of the two, the River fire grew to 49,000 
acres Monday and overnight, but it’s now 78 percent contained.

A man from Blue Lake’s been killed in a solo car crash on the 101 by mile 
marker 80.99 in Mendocino County. The CHP in Garberville investigating 
the crash by Gannon Rogers who they say was headed south and for some 
reason his Honda went off the road and hit a large tree in the Rattlesnake 
Creek bed. The man had serious injuries and was pronounced dead at the 
scene. An 8 year old boy was also in the car and was removed by 
emergency personnel and taken to a hospital by helicopter.

Warm weather and fast moving winds bringing the Mendocino Complex fire 
to the history books. The fire now the largest ever in the state. It’s made up 
of the River and Ranch fires. The River fire is nearly surrounded at 78% 
containment, but it’s burned 49,000 acres. It’s the Ranch fire that’s 
continuing to explode in growth and spawning spot fires west of Lucerne 
and along the Highway 20 corridor. There’s also a big spot fire reported by 
the Forest Service into and east of where the Pawnee Fire broke out in the 
Spring Valley area. The area to be a high priority with choppers 
concentrating there to hold the fire west of Bear Valley Road. They’re also 
trying to contain lines west of Stonyford. They’re also working to protect 
structures in the Lake Pillsbury area. The Ranch Fire has burned almost 
242,000 acres and is 20 percent contained.

After some public input, Mendocino County is using Nixle in their emergency 
notification systems. Starting today, anybody interested can sign up to get 
the emergency notifications from Nixle for Mendocino County, something the 
County says is part of their mission to improve communication with the 
public and to get as much information out to the public as possible for all 
emergency incidents. The Sheriff’s office will send the emergency 
information to any area requested, one zip code or several, within the 
County.

Sign up for Nixle online at https://local.nixle.com/register

Or by smartphone, text 888777 and enter MendoAlerts and if you want a 
specific zip code, text 888777 and enter the zip code.

The Mendocino Complex Fire is still mostly burning out of control. The River 
and Ranch Fires growing after almost two weeks of burning , giving it the 
dubious honor of being the largest fire in recorded history in Calif. There 
have been new evacuation orders and others lifted. The fire is creeping past 
the 300,000 acre mark. It’s burned 300,086 acres in all. The River Fire just 
under 49,000 acres and it’s 81% contained. But along with the Ranch Fire, 
they’re 47 percent contained. There are still mandatory evacuation orders 
for 10,000 people in Mendocino, Lake and Colusa Counties. They’re in Lake 
Pillsbury to the north; Upper Lake, Nice, Lucerne and Clearlake Oaks along 
Clear Lake’s north and eastern shores; then headed east into Colusa 
County. The fire’s destroyed 116 homes and 105 other buildings. 10,300 
structures are threatened. One firefighter has been injured.

https://local.nixle.com/register


The Planning Commission in Ukiah is considering a Tractor company 
coming to Talmage Road. The meeting tonight to consider Garton Tractor 
putting up a 7,500 square foot building that includes service bays. But an 
appeal was filed against the project by Ukiah City Council Member Doug 
Crane. The project is close to the airport so the city council directed staff to 
refer the project to the Mendocino County Airport Land Use Commission to 
review it. The project has been accepted as far as the airport goes. So now 
it’s up to the planning commission to amend the original plans.

The Ukiah Sanitation District set to hold a public hearing on delinquent 
accounts. The meeting today will also look at aligning the District’s 
calculations and fee schedules for new commercial sewer connections with 
the ones in the city of Ukiah. There’s a closed session first with lawyers 
regarding the lawsuit against the City of Ukiah regarding the Ukiah 
Wastewater Treatment Plant. The meeting at the district office tonight at 6.

State Senator Mike McGuire and a legislative delegation from New South 
Wales, Australia had a meeting to talk about firefighting, emergency 
management and fire recovery. The meeting yesterday after a group of 
about a dozen New South Wales firefighters were sent to help state and 
federal firefighters in the Western United States. About 150 firefighters and 
emergency personnel from Australia and New Zealand came to California to 
work on the Mendocino Complex fires, the Carr Fire and more fires burning 
in Northern California and Oregon. McGuire thanked them for their support.

13 new electric vehicle charging stations have been installed along the 
Mendocino Coast and in Willits. With a $500,000 grant from the California 
Energy Commission to Mendocino Land Trust, that paid for several electric 
vehicle charging stations in Mendocino County. The last was put in in Willits 
in mid-July. There will be a ribbon cutting ceremony in Willits next Friday in 
the city parking lot. The grant to pay for the stations was matched by Visit 
Mendocino County, the Tarbell Family Foundation, Clipper Creek, Group II 
Commercial Real Estate and Harvest Market.

The Wildfire Relief Fund started by North Coast Opportunities, Inc. has been reopened. The fund to help those impacted by the 2018 Lake and Mendocino County wildfires. They’re accepting credit cards thru PayPal at their website www.ncoinc.org, or by mail and in-person. North Coast started the fund in 2015 after the Rocky, Jerusalem and Valley Fires. Then in 2016, for the Clayton Fire, and again last year for the Redwood Fire in Mendocino County and the Sulphur Fire in Lake County. This time around it’s for those affected by the Pawnee Fire, Ranch Fire and River Fire. The fund for long term needs, but also for immediate assistance such as gas, food, diapers, loss of wages and more.

The Mendocino Complex Fire is affecting deer hunting season which is 
supposed to open in the A zone this weekend. The wildfires affecting those 
who want to gun in the Cow Mountain Recreation Area, which has been 
charred by the fire. It’s also burning in the Mendocino National Forest and 
Cache Creek Wildlife area. So folks who want to hit those areas won’t be 
allowed to. You can check with the Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S 
Forest Service and Bureau of Land Management websites for more info. 
That said, the deer population has been on the decline as of late. Now 
there’s a loss of habitat and the land being home to coyotes and mountain 
lions.

http://www.ncoinc.org/


School starting a week late in the Upper Lake Unified School District due to 
the fires. The Board of Trustees made the decision with the fire not 
expected to be fully contained until possibly Labor Day weekend. The fire’s 
now the largest ever in the state. It started a couple weeks ago and there’s 
been thousands of people evacuated in Lake County, including in Upper 
Lake and the Northshore. Part of the school district continues to be under 
evacuation orders, including the schools. So yesterday at a special meeting 
at the Lake County Office of Education headquarters in Lakeport a delay 
was agreed upon until August 22nd so those evacuated could focus on their 
home and family first.

A local assistance center is being open in Lake County for victims of the 
Mendocino Complex. Lake Co News reports the County Administrative 
Office says as soon as there’s repopulation of evacuated areas they’ll set 
the center up within 24 to 48 hours. There’s no firm date the center would 
open. They will focus on immediate disaster response. But this much we 
know, it will be set up at the Lakeport Senior Center and will be open from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. They’ll have various services available for those impacted 
by the fires, including temporary or long-term housing, medical care 
assistance, and information on fire debris removal or permits. They may also 
help with insurance or help with pets.

A virtual meeting’s being held on the Mendocino Complex tonight with Cal 
Fire and the U.S. Forest Service. The meeting on the Cal Fire Mendocino 
Unit Facebook page, the county of Lake’s Facebook page and PEG TV 
Channel 8. Cal Fire working with the Forest Service on the complex as the 
fire’s burning in the State Responsibility Area and federally managed lands, 
plus of course on private land too. The latest updates will be shared and 
they will take questions on Facebook.

For more information, call the Mendocino Complex Fire Information Line at 
707-574-8261.

Wildfire survivors from last October’s firestorm at the Capitol trying to catch 
lawmakers attention as they tackle legislation to deal with wildfire response 
and the potential liability of electric utilities for billions of dollars in damages. 
The Press Democrat reports Up from the Ashes, a group from Santa Rosa 
were the organizers of the event. They report about 85 people signed up to 
attend the rally and visit lawmakers officers. They called it “Fire Victims Day 
at the Capitol” for those who lost homes to lobby lawmakers looking at 
changing laws that could change how utility companies are held liable for 
future disasters and for PG&E’s potential liability or payments to customers 
for the October fires. Fire response legislation has to be drafted by the end 
of the month. But first there’s a third public hearing tomorrow on inverse 
condemnation, which utility companies want changed, but fire survivors want 
to stay in place.

Thousands of residents are allowed to go back home in communities around 
Clearlake. Mandatory evacuation orders are now advisory for Upper Lake, 
Nice, Lucerne, Pepperwood Grove, Paradise Valey, Glenhaven and 
Clearlake Oaks. And Highway 20 is open in both directions and all lanes, 
east and west off the highway are also open. The communities that get to 
come home had to leave when the Mendocino Complex fires first broke out. 
The Ranch fire, the bigger of the two got close to some of the towns. There 
had been as many as 12,000 people evacuated in shoreline communities 
and up to 19,000 in the beginning. The towns still evacuated include Spring 
Valley, Bear Valley and Double Eagle. The fires have charred just over 
300,000 acres, and have destroyed 116 homes. There are more than 
10,000 homes still threatened. One firefighter has been injured. There is a 
red flag warning in effect for the Mendocino Complex fire area this afternoon 
into Saturday night.
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There’s a reported norvirus at Lower Lake High where they’re holding an 
evacuation shelter. Lake County Public Health, the Red Cross, and the 
Konocti Unified School District trying to control the virus, which is of course, 
commonly known as the stomach flu. It’s extremely contagious and can 
spread fast when there are a lot of people in close contact with each other. 
They’re reminding folks not to be in too close of contact with sick people, to 
wash their hands and keep any surfaces near them clean. They say those 
affected should avoid caring for or preparing food for other people until at 
least 48 hours after symptoms have ended.

Smokey Bear turns 74 this year and the celebration had been set for 
tomorrow, but now the Mendocino National Forest Supervisor’s Office 
announcing they’re canceling the festivities due to the Mendocino Complex 
Fire. They apologized to the public but said there was too much firefighting 
activity in the forest.

An evacuation advisory instead of mandatory for certain areas. So folks in 
Upper Lake, Nice, Lucerne, Pepperwood Grove, Paradise Valley, 
Glenhaven, and Clearlake Oaks can go home. Additionally all of the lanes, 
both east and westbound on SR-20 are now open, but there are still road 
closures: Elk Mountain Road at Middle Creek Clover Valley Road at Clover 
Drive (Upper Lake Cemetery) Bartlett Springs Road at SR 20 Old Long 
Valley Road at SR 20 New Old Long Valley Road at SR 20 High Valley 
Road ½ mile north of High Valley Ranch Road

A weather system moving in is brining continued hot weather with drying 
conditions and light wind. Smokey conditions continue, but firefighters said 
to be making progress even with only limited use of aircraft due to heavy 
smoke. The Ranch Fire spread to the north toward the Snow Mountain 
Wilderness, but firefighters were able to hold a large spot fire west of Bear 
Valley Road that was spreading into and east of the 2018 Pawnee Fire area 
near Spring Valley. There were also hot spots in and around the 
communities along the Highway 20 corridor. Firefighters were busy around 
structures in the Lake Pillsbury area today. They’re clearing and improving 
lines around homes and using dozers to build more fire lines. There’s one 
now around Potter Valley as a precaution. The Ranch Fire grew about 
10,000 acres from yesterday, it’s now burned 251,166 acres and is 46 
percent contained. The River Fire is much smaller, just under 49,000 acres. 
It’s 81 percent contained.

Town hall where Supervisors report on fire recovery process for the October 
2017 Redwood Valley Fire and the Mendocino Complex Fire. The Daily 
Journal reports a representative from the Planning and Building Services 
Dept saying more than 60 administrative permits for temporary trailers have 
been approved and 65 applications have been submitted. There’s also 
several building permits issued. The county working with nonprofits 
regarding the fire recovery, working with residents and the county. There’s 
not going to be disaster recovery center or local assistance center in 
Mendocino County, but there will be in Lake County. Cal Fire will also have 
money available to remove hazardous trees from the 2017 fires. They will 
assess the same for the Mendocino Complex. The fire should be fully 
contained by Sept. 1st.



A man on the run and a possible witness after a bank robbery in Ukiah. 
Police asking the public for help after a call to the Chase Bank on S. State 
Street Tuesday afternoon for a robbery, where the bank says a man gave a 
teller a threatening note and they turned over cash to him. The man then 
took off and police say they’re also seeking a woman who may have seen 
the crime. The suspect’s described as a white man wearing a dark blue 
beanie, black sweatshirt with a “3” on the front, a dark jacket over it, khaki 
pants and black-and-white shoes with sunglasses, plus several Band-aids 
that were partially covering his face.

At a community meeting regarding the Mendocino Complex fires, we find 
Cal Fire is working on more containment of the fire with all lines held on the 
smaller, River fire. The Cal Fire Operations Chief addressed residents 
saying they should have 90-95% containment on that fire by last night. We’ll 
have updated numbers soon… All of the evacuated areas of Lake County 
due to the River Fire have been allowed home. But there are still others 
evacuated due to the larger, Ranch Fire. The fire had been seeing explosive 
growth in previous days, but containment levels are also going up. There 
are still up to 2,000 people evacuated due to the Ranch Fire. The twin fires 
are now the largest fire to ever burn in Calif. Postal delivery will start again 
for Upper Lake, Nice, Lucerne and Clearlake Oaks. PG&E was at the 
meeting too reporting on damage to equipment and that were still about 200 
people without power.

Air Quality Management personnel telling folks not to clean ash themselves 
when they return home from being evacuated and that it could be 
dangerous and filled with lead, arsenic, and asbestos.

Congressmen John Garamendi, Mike Thompson and Jared Huffman have 
jointly sent a letter to the White House requesting a major disaster 
declaration from President Trump for the Steele Fire and the Mendocino 
Complex. The letter requesting individual and public assistance grants for 
Lake, Napa, and Mendocino Counties. The letter comes after Thompson 
told the Record Bee last week he would do all he could and would try to find 
a way to get help on the Carr Fire in Redding and the Mendocino Complex 
Fires. The White House already approved the declaration of disaster for the 
Carr Fire.

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction looking for support for 
legislation to improve mental health services for students. Superintendent 
Tom Torlakson asking teachers, parents, school board members, 
community leaders and residents to support mental health awareness and 
treatment, suicide prevention, and school safety before the Legislature 
finishes its 2017–18 session. Torlakson saying kids need strong mental 
health to succeed in class and life, something schools can help with by 
creating a caring and supportive environment and identify mental health 
problems early so students can be treated as soon as possible.

The Mendocino Complex Fire has burned more than 300,000 acres now, 
with the Ranch Fire the largest of the two burning more than a quarter 
million acres. The Ranch Fire is 47 percent contained, only increasing a 
couple thousand acres the last day, after days of explosive growth. The 
River Fire has not had forward movement in days, holding at just under 
49,000 acres, it’s 81% contained. There are 119 homes destroyed and 
another 110 buildings. 12 homes and 15 other buildings have been 
damaged. 2 firefighters have been injured in the fire, which earlier this week 
was dubbed the largest fire to ever burn in California. The fire is still 
threatening 9,200 structures.
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A local assistance center is opening in Lucerne for those impacted by the 
Mendocino Complex fire. The center opening tomorrow at the Lucerne 
Alpine Senior Center and will be open for one week from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Several organizations will be set up there including the American Red 
Cross, North Coast Opportunities, Habitat for Humanity, Lake County 
Behavioral Health, the Social Security Administration and more. There will 
be food, medical care, help with pets, debris removal services and help 
replacing vital records or driver’s licenses.

For more information, contact the Department of Social Services, 707-995-
4260.

Officials warning those going back to their homes to be mindful of ash and 
burn debris. A reminder that debris and ash from homes and other 
structures can be toxic and contain hazardous materials. Also household 
hazardous waste like gasoline, cleaning products, pesticides, and other 
chemicals that was stored in homes, garages, or sheds could have burned 
in the fire. You can become exposed when sifting through and/or moving 
ash and debris which can send ash into the air and it can then be inhaled or 
ingested. The county says its working to get help from state agencies for the 
proper handling and disposal of debris and ash from the fire.

Thousands of residents around Clearlake get to go back home after being 
threatened for almost two weeks by the Mendocino Complex. The fire’s 
scorched more than 302,000 acres now, with the Ranch Fire still moving, 
but the River Fire looking like it’s holding at just under 49,000 acres. As 
many as 9,000 people got to finally go home yesterday, in the communities 
of Lucerne, Upper Lake, Nice, Pepperwood Grove, Paradise Valley, 
Glenhaven and Clearlake Oaks. There are still about 1,200 people 
evacuated, the majority east of Clear Lake, including around 900 in Spring 
Valley and 200 in Double Eagle.

The Mendocino Complex Fire brings out a a celebrity chef to cook for those 
affected by the massive fire. A nonprofit started by chef José Andrés 
cooking outside for law enforcement officers, firefighters and those who 
have been evacuated. It started Monday at Middletown High, part of World 
Central Kitchen’s #ChefsForCalifornia campaign. The idea for volunteer 
chefs and community members helping in disaster areas , preparing meals 
for evacuees and those working the front lines. They’re preparing as many 
as 2,200 meals a day which the Red Cross delivers to four area shelters. 
Then last night World Central Kitchen delivered a couple hundred meals to 
first responders.

It’s been almost two weeks to the day that the Mendocino Complex fires 
started. They’ve now become the largest wildfire ever in California, burning 
more than 304,000 acres and destroying 119 homes. The larger of the two, 
the Ranch Fire grew more than 2,300 more acres over night and is now the 
6th largest fire ever to burn in Calif. It’s blackened 255,482 acres and is 48 
percent contained. The smaller of the complex fire, the River, is holding at 
just under 49,000 acres and was 84% contained this morning. 9,200 
structures are still threatened, and 2 firefighters have been injured.

Some positive news today about one of the wildfires in the area. The U S 
Forest service says the Eel Fire east of Covelo has been 100% contained. 
The fire burned a little less than a thousand acres and now, all roads in the 
area east of Covelo are open while crews have started wrapping up their 
work. The fire started on July 31st. Even with containment, the forest service 
is still asking people there to be careful, as about 70 fire personnel remain 
on scene.



Fire crews are slowly making progress on the Mendocino Complex fire. It is 
now said to be 51 percent contained, while the Ranch fire is at is now at 48 
percent percent containment and the River fire is 87 percent contained. 
Some people have been allowed to go back home in the Spring Valley, High 
Valley, Landrum Ranch and the Double Eagle Ranch east of Clearlake 
Oaks areas, however other previous mandatory evacuations remain in 
effect. There is a Red Flag advisory in effect into the weekend, with 
forecasts calling for more warm and windy weather.

School districts are coping with the fires with officials say student safety 
remains their first concern. Among the districts adjusting their start date,the 
Upper Lake Unified school board has decided to push back the opening bell 
by a week, so classes there are now set to start August 22nd. Crews have 
been busy making sure all school buildings and grounds are cleaned up by 
then.

California Senator Kamala Harris was in Lake County Thursday afternoon to 
speak with firefighters and area residents. She says she will do whatever 
she can to make sure the fire stays on the radar in Washington. She also 
says she has been impressed with the courage she’s seen by those dealing 
with the catastrophe.

Officials reaching out to the Spanish speaking community affected by the 
fires. The Lakeport Board of supervisors along with representatives of the 
Mexican Consulate and another groups held a forum – largely in Spanish – 
in Lakeport Thursday night. Lakeport resident Luisia Acosta came up with 
the idea following an earlier meeting to address concerns in her area.

A firefighter assigned to the the Carr fire Redding has died . Authorities say 
the man was killed in a traffic crash in Tehama County Another new blaze 
has also broken out not far from the front lines of the Carr fire.

In Southern California, a large wildfire near Los Angeles continues to grow. 
More evacuations have been ordered in the City of Lake Elsinore as crews 
report little progress there overnight and a state of emergency has been 
declared.

The smoke from the fires continues to cause concern. It’s effecting 
everything from air quality to visibility and has created spectacular orange 
sunsets across the state.

A three vehicle crash in Lakeville sends 8 people to the hospital Thursday 
night. Reports say some of those people–including children– suffered critical 
injuries. The crash closed part Lakeville Highway near Old Lakeville Road 
number 2 around 8:30. The victims were taken to three different hospitals. 
So far no word on what caused that near head on collision.

The Clearlake police department has busted an illegal marijuana growing 
operation. The Lake County News says the illegal growing was going on in 
the 15700 block of 37th Avenue and that officers seized dozens of plants 
along with 128 grams of meth and a .22 caliber rifle in the raid. The 
Clearlake PD says it will continue to look for suspected illegal growers and is 
asking anyone with information about those operations to contact law 
enforcement.

The monthly Mendocino County Homeless Services Continuum of Care 
public meeting is set for later this month in Ukiah. The meeting on August 20 
at the Mendocino County Public Health department will feature a short 
presentation and vote on governance charter updates. The group meets to 
discuss ways to east the problem of homelessness in Mendocino County.



A mother and son have admitted running a prostitution ring in Santa Rosa 
and Rohnert park that prosecutors say operated for years. David 
Romesburg’s plea to money laundering, pimping and pandering could land 
him in jail for 16 years, while Fay Romesburg could get up to a year on 
felony charges of pandering.

California wont split up anytime soon. Billionaire Tim Draper says he is 
ending his effort to get a vote on his idea to make three states out of one. 
The California Supreme court rejected putting the plan on the ballot last 
month. Draper says that ruling put an end to his separation moment. He 
spent more than 7 million dollars of his own money on the failed proposal

Football season is here, even if it is just pre-season. The 49ers beat the 
Cowboys on Thursday night at Levi’s Stadium The games count starting on 
September 9th when the Niners play the Vikings in Minnesota.

A city in Vermont is trying a new way to get rid of Poison Ivy. They’re using 
GOATS to munch on the plants along some city paths in the state capital of 
Montpelier. The three goats,named Ruth, Bader, and Ginsberg, were put 
into service after city officials tried other more conventional methods that 
didn’t work. They say it will take a few years of grazing to get rid of the itch-
causing plants problem altogether.

A 7 month old girl has died in a crash in Lakeville. The crash happened 
around 8;30 on Thursday night on Lakeville Highway near Old Lakeville 
Road #2. The baby was a passenger in one of three cars involved in the 
near head on collision and was pronounced dead at Petaluma Hospital.

The identity of the child killed has not been released Three other children 
were among 8 people taken to three different hospitals, thir conditions 
haven’t been released.. Police continue their investigation and no arrests 
have been made. The roadway was closed in the area for four hours until 
early this morning.

The latest information from Cal Fire shows the River is 90 percent contained 
as crews continue to look for hot spots along the fire edge. The firefighting 
brigade now includes 41 firefighters from New Zealand and Australia and 
200 active duty military from the 14th Brigade Engineer Battalion scheduled 
to arrive today

As fire crews continue their progress an evacuation advisory has been lifted 
in parts of Lake County. The advisory for all areas north of Clear Lake, east 
of Highway 29 south of the fire perimeter and west of the county line is no 
longer in effect.

After being closed due to the fires, the Mendocino College Lake Center will 
be re-opening on Monday and providing extra support for Lake County 
students. That extra help will be available all week Monday, through Friday 
from 8:30 AM to 6:30 PM with will have walk-in counseling, assessment 
testing, financial aid help and more in order to assist students in preparing 
for the fall semester, which begins on Monday, August 20. The food pantry 
will also be open for registered students.

More evacuations in Southern California as crews fight a growing wildfire 
near Los Angeles. 20,000 people have been told to get out of Lake Elsinore 
because of that fire, which officials say was set by a man who said he 
wanted to see it burn.
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A man arrested for domestic violence apparently killed three of his kids then 
turned the gun on himself. Police in Clearlake say they got a call early 
yesterday to Ricardo Garcia Lopez’s house after the incident. They say the 
man was outside his family’s mobile home and started firing and his wife ran 
to get help. Four kids in a parked GMC Yukon in the driveway, three of them 
dead. They were 9 months, 2 years and 4 years old. A five year old shot in 
the chest was alive and paramedics took the child to a hospital. The man 
described as a laborer, was also dead when cops got there, of a self 
inflicted wound. The man previously arrested in March for domestic violence 
and for failure to register as a sex offender. No motive has been determined 
for the massacre.

Fire officials asking for several million dollars in Sonoma County to be 
proactive against fires. The Press Democrat reports the fire chiefs asking 
the Board of Supervisors to approve a $42 million a year plan for more 
firefighters and new fire stations. It comes with a recommendation for a half-
cent countywide sales tax to pay for it. It would potentially fund 175 paid 
firefighters, many who are paramedics, 10 new fire stations for round-the-
clock staff who could potentially replace volunteers at other firehouses. They 
want one new one in Santa Rosa and in Rohnert Park and Petaluma. The 
requests after last October’s firestorm. All nine cities in the county have to 
support the tax hike before it goes to voters.

New relief popups for those impacted by the Mendocino Complex fires. The 
MendoLake Complex Fire Relief unit on East Road in Redwood Valley with 
clothes, baby supplies and more. The popup started last year after the 
October fires. The woman running it working with the county right after the 
Mendocino Complex fires started and many volunteers have been there 
helping her go thru the massive amount of donations they have received. 
The Daily Journal reports tens of thousands of people from around the world 
follow the Facebook page for the Relief Unit. Apparently 40 or so families 
have been coming in daily. They are trying to get cleaning supplies like 
bleach, sponges, gloves and paper towels.

New legislation to make sure those in the path of a wildfire get enough 
warning. North Coast lawmakers state Sen. Mike McGuire and 
Assemblyman Jim Wood looking to get a statewide emergency alert system 
in place for landlines and cell phones, TV, and new digital highway signs 
and of course on the radio so residents are forewarned in case of 
emergencies like wildfires. It would be similar to the AMBER or Silver alert 
system in place. There would be an opt out, in other words, it would be 
something you sign up for and municipalities could get grants if they work 
with the state. Last week a committee voted unanimously in favor of the bill. 
It comes after the Carr Fire in Shasta County where some survivors say they 
never got a warning.

The candidate filing period for three Ukiah city councilmember seats is 
extended. The deadline is now this Wednesday to be placed on the 
November 6th ballot. For more info check the city of Ukiah’s website or call 
the city clerk.

More than 80 marijuana plants found along with other drugs and materials 
by police in Clearlake. Police say the served a search warrant for illegal 
growing and found 82 growing marijuana plants along with drying marijuana 
in a garage, chemicals and materials commonly used with the illegal 
cultivation and sale of weed. Police say they also found a bunch of meth 
and a loaded short barreled .22 caliber rifle. No word if any arrests were 
made.



U-S Senator Kamala Harris has been to an area evacuation center in 
Middletown and spoke to residents and others at the Middletown Cal Fire 
station. There was several Cal Fire officers there along with local law 
enforcement, and Lake County elected officials. She spoke about trying to 
get more money in the federal budget for fighting wildfires and came to the 
firehouse and center to give whatever support she could. Harris said she 
was impressed by firefighters and the Lake County residents she visited. 
She talked about bringing more money in to fight fires, but also ways to be 
more preventative, like deforestation of millions of dead trees.

A fire breaks out in Clearlake and takes down three structures and has 
some evacuated for a time. The fire reported around 7 PM last night and 
firefighters there within minutes to find several structures in the path of the 
fire along with boats and vehicles too. Two structures apparently went up 
quick and propane tanks exploded. Several Fire Engines came to the scene 
amidst worry the fire could spread to vegetation. The fire was quickly 
corralled but power lines went down and a lot of water was used to douse 
the propane tanks still simmering. The area of Grey, Brown and Amber 
streets from Olympic Drive to Bowers Avenue were evacuated for about 2 
and a half hours.

Firefighters working the Mendocino Complex as it creeped toward Lake 
Pillsbury and nearby homes. The fires grew by 5,000 acres yesterday, 
having now blackened more than 336,000 acres. But the fire is now 70 
percent contained, with full containment expected in two weeks. The Ranch 
Fire, part of the Complex, has now overtaken the title of the largest in Calif. 
history. 146 homes have been destroyed in the Complex and more than 100 
other structures were also gutted. The Ranch Fire yesterday active on the 
northwest corner, near Lake Pillsbury so firefighters constructed dozer lines 
in Potter Valley to try to stop the fire’s forward movement. There was a 
mandatory evacuation order for the Lake Pillsbury area two weeks ago, and 
yesterday they reminded residents of the evacuation order and tried to get 
anyone still there to leave.

A quick meeting set by the Lakeport City Council on fire-related issues. The 
meeting tonight at 5:15 p.m. to continue the local state of emergency 
proclamation because of conditions of extreme peril due to the River fire. 
The River and Ranch fire make up the Mendocino Complex which has 
burned more than 336,000 acres and destroyed 146 homes and more than 
100 other structures. The director of emergency services for the city of 
Lakeport declared the local state of emergency which needs to continue to 
be extended every two weeks since the July declaration.

Boaters and recreational users are being warned about some blue-green 
algae in Clearlake. The cyanobacteria in the three arms of the lake, Upper 
Arm, Oaks Arm and the Lower Arm. Apparently the algae currently blooming 
found by the Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians and Elem Indian Colony who 
regularly conduct extensive monitoring of the lake. The latest results show 
danger levels of 20 micrograms per liter, or µg/L, at several locations, which 
triggered the health warnings. Officials reminding that blue-green algae 
comes with health risks, especially for kids and animals.

Several hundreds of millions of dollars available from the federal 
government in infrastructure grants. The Department of Transportation 
Secretary Elaine Chao has announced the Federal Aviation Administration 
has nearly 771 million in airport infrastructure grants left from more than $3 
billion in Airport Improvement Program funding. It includes nearly $650-
thousand dollars for Lampson Field Airport for runway repairs. The money 
pays for repairs at airports for runways, taxiways, aprons, and terminal 
projects.
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A goat on the run apparently saves dozens others from slaughter. It 
happened in New Jersey last week, the livestock auction facility manager 
says one goat took off after another ran to safety thru a unsecured gate at 
the Hackettstown Livestock Auction House. Police and residents herded the 
60 or so livestock back to the auction, but a handful were not rounded back 
up, getting away. One goat the locals nicknamed Fred was blamed for the 
caper. It had escaped from the same auction market a year ago and they 
say he randomly shows up around town. Fred reportedly in the area hours 
before the escape.

Another home has burned in the Mendocino Complex, bringing the total to 
147. The Ranch fire has overtaken the complex to be the single largest fire 
in Calif modern history. The fire burned another 8,000 acres overnight 
towards Lake Pillsbury in dry weather. The fire has now blackened nearly 
296,000 acres northeast of Ukiah and across Mendocino, Lake and Colusa 
counties. The River Fire, the twin fire in the Complex has not moved past 
the 49,000 acre mark and on its own is 93% contained. The Ranch Fire is 
59% contained, the two together are 68% contained after being 70% 
contained when the weekend began. They should be totally contained by 
Sept. 1st. There are also renewed mandatory evacuation orders for 
residents near Lake Pillsbury in the Mendocino National Forest area 
including the Rice Fork Summer Homes area, and everything north to the 
Lake County line.

A woman’s dead after she was hit by a Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit 
train in Novato. It happened by the Hamilton Station. The Novato Police 
Department says SMART reported the death on its Twitter account this 
morning. The woman died at the scene. Police say they’re working with the 
Marin County Sheriff’s office, the coroner and SMART. Trains delayed after 
the death so buses had to be used to shuttle passengers to the Marin Civic 
Center and to San Rafael. Tracks were reopened in 45 minutes and trains 
were delayed just about 15 minutes. It’s the second time a pedestrian was 
hit and killed by a SMART train this year. A woman was killed in January 
after she walked in front of a train in Santa Rosa, that one a suicide. No 
word on the death today being intentional.

Mendocino County has closed the Mendocino Complex Fire Evacuation 
shelter at Mendocino College. Residents can still get help from the County’s 
Health and Human Services Agency for those still under Evacuation Orders. 
Those who need help can call their Adult Services Dept. at 707-463-7900. 
Lake County still has shelters for county residents, all listed on the Cal Fire 
incident page.

There was a quick press conference last night to announce the death of the 
firefighter who was working an active area of the fire yesterday and got 
injured. He was airlifted to a hospital where he died. Cal Fire Incident Chief 
Sean Kavanaugh says they’re dedicated to investigate what happened. 
Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman saying anyone can get hurt in a big 
and dangerous fire..

And the Lake County Sheriff Brian Martin also spoke out saying the 
firefighter’s death is a “stark reminder of how dangerous this career is.” And 
said they’d honor the memory of the fallen firefighter “by continuing to serve 
people we’ve never met.”



For some reason river fish are thriving after the Carr Fire in Shasta County. 
That may be because there’s more water for Klamath and Trinity river fish. 
The dam that controls the Bureau of Reclamation has doubled flows on the 
Trinity since late last month that’s to continue emergency operations at the 
Trinity Power Plant, which was impacted by the fire. And smoke is cooling 
the water as fall-run salmon head back to the Klamath River estuary. Dam 
releases will start again to the Trinity River and lower Klamath River later 
this month.

Helicopters have a place to land for temporary incidents in Willits. The Willits 
Municipal Airport Ells Field now has a spot to land for visiting air attack fire 
crews and is now closed to public use for the time being. About seven 
aircraft utilizing the space for their choppers, crews, fuel trucks, mechanics 
and so many others. It’s in a direct flight path apparently to the Mendocino 
Fire Complex. So over the weekend there were some choppers there ready 
to fly over the fire with buckets of water, some can hold as much as 3,000 
gallons of water.

A man from Upper Lake accused of the murder of his wife is being held on 
one million dollars bail. It happened last month, police arresting William 
Henry in connection to the death of his wife Cindi who was found by family 
members, dead. The man was not around when police got to the scene. He 
was found and arrested soon after though without incident. Witnesses at a 
preliminary hearing say the woman choked to death by mechanical 
asphyxiation. An arraignment now set for Henry on Monday.

2 men accused of murdering another man during a home invasion in 
Clearlake awaiting their trial. David Ward of Oakland and Daniel McRae of 
Santa Rosa accused of murder, attempted murder and robbery for the home 
invasion in November of 2016. Police say the men went to a home with an 
automatic rifle and ordered everyone inside down. But they say 24-year-old 
Brandon McAfee refused and the gun went off during a struggle with the 
suspects. He died at a hospital. Ward was arrested in January and McRae 
in February. The two believed to have been involved in a drug deal gone 
wrong, now facing a court date Sept. 26th in the case.

Managers of the Sho-Ka-Wah casino in Hopland say they’re closing due to 
the Mendocino Complex fires. They’ve also planned renovations so they’ll 
reopen when all is done. The announcement on their Facebook that they 
were forced to close due to the fires, thanking community members for 
messages of support and concern. The casino also laid off all team 
members for the time being. The casino had been closed at the start of the 
Mendocino Complex fires July 30th as a safety precaution. Management 
says they’re not sure when their renovations will be complete and to check 
their Facebook page for updates.

A man from Clearlake suspected of killing three of his four kids, shooting the 
other and killing himself apparently on the run from cops for some time. The 
Press Democrat reports Ricardo Garcia Lopez had been on the run for 
sometime after a domestic battery complaint in July. He ran before police 
arrived then and was not arrested. But apparently the case was being 
reviewed when his wife called about the shooting this weekend. He was 
found dead in their driveway with a gun near him. 3 of his four kids dead in 
an SUV in the driveway, the fourth with gunshot wounds to the chest, now in 
stable condition. He was in jail in March on corporal injury on a spouse and 
pleaded no contest. He got four days in jail and other punishment, plus a 
restraining order. After he missed a hearing there was a warrant for his 
arrest for which he was arrested but never showed back up.



The Mendocino Complex is now one huge fire, the Ranch Fire as the River 
Fire is 100% contained. The River will still have firefighters on the scene 
patrolling to make sure there are no hot spots smoldering. But the Ranch 
Fire was still growing on its northern side. The southern side, along Hwy. 20, 
has almost been contained, but by Lake Pillsbury, firefighters were 
protecting structures in the Rice Forks area. They’re also working to hold the 
fire south of Stonyford in Colusa County. The River Fire has stayed just 
under 49,000 acres for some time now, but the Ranch Fire has gone over 
the 300,000 acre mark and is 59% contained. The fires have burned 146 
homes and 118 other structures. About 1,000 structures are threatened. 
Besides the firefighters death, two other injuries to firefighters were also 
reported.

The Mendocino Complex is now one huge fire, the Ranch Fire, as the River 
Fire is 100% contained. The River will still have firefighters on the scene 
patrolling to make sure there are no hot spots smoldering. But the Ranch 
Fire was still growing by thousands of acres to hit the 305,000 mark 
overnight. Fire crews continuing on the east and west flanks of the fire trying 
to protect Lake Pillsbury and Stonyford. Reports of difficult conditions and 
terrain with firefighters trying to wrangle the flames away from threatened 
communities and back into the Mendocino National Forest. The south side 
of the fire is in suppression repair mode with patrols keeping a close eye 
except for in the Lake Pillsbury area where firefighters were protecting 
structures in the Rice Forks area. They’re also trying to keep it away from 
Stonyford in Colusa County. The River Fire has stayed just under 49,000 
acres for some time now, and is 100% contained and the Ranch Fire is 
holding at 68% containment. 146 homes and 118 other structures have 
burned and as many as 1,000 structures remain threatened. Besides the 
firefighters death, two other injuries to firefighters were also reported.

Another murder charge has been filed against the suspected Golden State 
Killer. Ex cop Joseph DeAngelo is now charged with a 13th murder for the 
1975 death of a community college teacher shot and killed as he tried to 
stop his 16 year old daughter from being kidnapped in Visalia. Police say 
there’s physical evidence to link DeAngelo to the murder of Claude Snelling. 
DeAngelo’s charged with a dozen deaths in the 1970s and 1980s and also 
say they believe he’s the Visalia Ransacker, a burglar who hit more than 
100 homes in the 1970s. DeAngelo’s also accused of about 50 rapes but 
the statute of limitations has expired for those and the burglaries.

Several million dollars granted by Cal Fire to prevent more wildfires. More 
than $170 million as a proactive measure against fires like we’ve seen this 
season, the Carr Fire and Mendocino Complex, and to restore forest health. 
Agencies across the state receiving grant money to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions from wildfires and sequester carbon. State Sen. Mike McGuire 
says $26 million in grants is for North Coast communities. Two of them in 
Lake County. Seigler Springs Community Redevelopment Association is 
getting almost $217-thousand for fuel reduction and Heart Consciousness 
Church, AKA Harbin Hot Springs is getting $469,000 for severe fire 
remediation after the Valley Fire. Mendocino County is getting almost a 
million dollars for fuel reduction and the Brooktrails Fire Department gets 
about $162,000 for fuel reduction too.
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A man asking for cup to get some water at a fast food restaurant in Montana 
ends up tazed and behind bars. It happened at the Missoula Arby’s where 
police say the guy facing one felony and several misdemeanors after he put 
soda in his water cup. Daniel Stine accused of fighting with a store 
employee last week after the employee confronted him and told him to pay 
up and he said nope, then kicked the guy and tried to leave. Police called 
the guy put up a fight and they had to use a taser on him. He faces felony 
robbery charges and four misdemeanors including Criminal Trespass, 
Disorderly Conduct and Resisting Arrest.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office is investigating more than a dozen 
fires in the Round Valley area. The Sheriff’s Dept. says they got reports of 
as many as 15 separate fires north of Covelo at the time several larger fires 
were already burning including the Eel Fire, east of Covelo in the Mendocino 
National Forest and the Mendocino Complex. 5 of the reported fires started 
across from the Round Valley Tribal Gas Station and Store on Highway 162. 
9 others along Crawford and Refuse Roads, and another near the 
intersection of Biggar Lane and Highway 162. Wooden fencing was 
destroyed and homes threatened. Now the Sheriff’s office says they were 
looking for a possible arsonist after a car was seen in the area. But upon 
further investigation, found a car dragging a trailer with an old chain may 
have started all of the fires. The case now closed and considered 
accidental.

The Ranch Fire has caused the closure of a big area of the Mendocino 
National Forest, including the entire Upper Lake Ranger District and part of 
the Grindstone Ranger District. The Forest Supervisor saying it’s necessary 
to close it off for public safety and for the safety of firefighters. There will be 
heavy firefighting work there and rehabilitation of the forest which could be 
hazardous to the public with falling trees and maintenance of fuels. They will 
have the area closed until hazards are removed.

In Glenn County an evacuation notice has been upgraded to Mandatory 
Evacuation Order. The area of Pleasant Valley in the Mendocino National 
Forest in southwestern Glenn County which then goes all the way out west 
to the Lake County line, south to the Colusa County line and north to County 
Road 308. Officials say residents should evacuate and visitors, hunters, and 
campers should not enter the affected area of the forest until the Order’s 
lifted and the area is deemed safe. Several roads are also closed. The say if 
you’re in the mandatory evacuation order area and need help with 
temporary shelter to call the Glenn County Sheriff’s Office.

The name of a firefighter who died fighting the Ranch Fire has been 
released along with the cause of his death. Battalion Chief Matthew Burchett 
of the Draper Fire Department apparently hit by a tree. They had a press 
conference in his home town yesterday, just outside Salt Lake City. Burchett 
had been in Calif. since August 2nd as part of a team of five firefighters sent 
to help with Northern California fires. He was reportedly fighting the fire 
downstream of Lake Pillsbury’s Scott Dam when a tree came down and hit 
him. Three other firefighters from Kings County were also reportedly injured. 
There was a Cal Fire strike team in the area from Sonoma, Lake and Napa 
counties trying to cut the tree away and help. The state flags have been 
ordered to fly at half-staff in Burchett’s honor.



As fires continue burning across the state lawmakers meet at the capitol to 
come up with ways to reduce fuels after more than 750,000 acres burned 
this year so far. A 10 member bipartisan committee is putting together a 
response to the devastating fire season. The Cal Fire Director spoke to the 
panel as did the state Natural Resources Agency secretary at the Wildfire 
Fuels Reduction Hearing. All agreed that reducing fuels would mean less 
intense fires. That would include thinning forests, prescribed burning, have 
residents establish defensible space around their homes and more.The inaugural Russian River Pride Parade has been canceled. The parade 
planned for next weekend Aug. 25-26 will be next year instead. Apparently 
someone volunteering for the celebration did not apply for the proper 
permits in time. So seven months of planning has gone down the tube. 
Permits obtained last minute, but apparently the CHP was not available to 
monitor the parade and fair, which included closing down Fourth Street 
downtown.

After almost three weeks being closed, Yosemite National Park has 
reopened after wildfires broke out closeby. There was a warning for those 
planning to visit that there was smoke in the air and limited places to stay. At 
another National Park, this one in Montana, Glacier National Park had to 
evacuate several hundred people after at least nine homes and cabins went 
up in flames. Several historic structures reportedly saved though, the Lake 
McDonald Ranger station and the Wheeler Cabin, built by former U.S. Sen. 
Burton Wheeler’s family. The 20 day closure at Yosemite was during the 
busiest month of the summer…

The Mendocino Complex grew a bit, but not like the thousands of acres of 
growth we’ve been seeing almost daily for the nearly three weeks since it 
started. The complex is nearly at 355,000 acres now, and there’s been 
losses in containment. The fire was 70% contained before last weekend, 
then 68% after the weekend and now it’s back at 64%. The twin fire, the 
River Fire is 100% contained and held at 48,920 acres. The Ranch Fire 
alone has burned just under 306,000 acres. The fire headed north into the 
Mendocino National Forest. The fire has prompted new evacuations in 
Glenn County for the Pleasant Valley area of the Mendocino National 
Forest.

More vandalism reported in recreation areas around Lake Mendocino. The 
vandalism includes graffiti on buildings, trees, tables, gates, combination 
locks being cut, and signs and vehicle traffic counters being stolen over and 
over again. The Supervising Park Ranger for the Lake says it’s always been 
a problem there, but now there’s been an uptick the last month. It’s hitting 
the park budget too as they have to hire people to fix broken locks and 
replace equipment and hire contractors to fix toilets. The area even closed 
off for some time and they would do it again if they had to.

A teen in Vermont is running for Governor during his summer vacation. 14 
year old Ethan Sonneborn is running as there’s no age requirement, plus 
residents there at least four years can run. He says it was a gut decision to 
run for office and thinks a new movement of leadership could do better. He 
says his campaign transcends age and that Vermonters should take him 
seriously.
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The body of the fallen firefighter from Utah will be escorted by the CAL FIRE 
Honor Guard and his family from Ukiah back to Salt Lake City. Battalion 
Chief Matt Burchett was killed this week on the Ranch Fire when a tree 
came down injuring him and three others. He died at a hospital. The 
procession today starts at 2:30 at the Eversole Mortuary on Low Gap Road 
in Ukiah and will go to the Sonoma County Airport in Santa Rosa. They will 
head north on North State Street, to west Lake Mendocino Drive, head onto 
the 101 south, exiting on Airport Blvd headed west to the Sonoma County 
Airport. All those interested in viewing the procession asked to stay in a safe 
area and line the streets of Ukiah or Santa Rosa along the procession route. 
Don’t go onto the Highway. They ask for privacy for the family as well.

The Mendocino Air Quality Management District reports the River and 
Ranch Fires and other regional fires to the north are impacting some areas 
of eastern Mendocino and all of Lake County. Air monitors show particulate 
matter concentrations in the “Moderate” to “Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups” 
range. And inland communities and surrounding areas could have 
“Unhealthy” air quality at times in Hopland, Ukiah, Calpella, Redwood 
Valley, Potter Valley, Willits, and Covelo. The forecast shows high pressure 
and strong overnight and morning inversions, smoke impacts near the 
ground during those times but when the inversion breaks up, afternoon wind 
could bring more smoke to certain areas. So those in sensitive groups are 
alerted to take special care.

The Mendocino Complex is now up over 363,000 acres with more than 
59,000 acres burned into Colusa County, 269,000 in Lake County, 25,000 
acres in Mendocino County and 405 acres in Glenn County. There’s a 
community meeting set for tonight, starting now, as a matter of fact with fire 
officials in Potter Valley at the High School giving an update. As of now, we 
know the Ranch Fire’s at about 315,000 acres on its own, growing 10,000 
acres in the last day or so and it’s 64% contained. It’s burning in the Snow 
Mountain Wilderness and the Berryessa Snow Mountain National 
Monument. They’re working to protect Lake Pillsbury and are mopping up 
hot spots in the the Rice Fork Homes and Pillsbury Lake areas where there 
are Mandatory Evacuation Orders in place.

The Draper City Fire Dept. fire truck seen in front of the procession to bring 
the body of their fallen firefighter home. That fire truck apparently driven by 
the firefighter, Battalion Chief Matt Burchett to Northern Calif. earlier this 
month to fight the Mendocino Complex Fire with four of his colleagues. 
Burchett’s body brought down the streets of Ukiah to the airport in Santa 
Rosa to be flown back to Salt Lake City yesterday afternoon. There were fire 
engines on every overpass along the route. The other firefighters who came 
with Burchett are no longer working on the fire and the Draper Mayor says 
they’ll probably come back to Utah now.

Mendocino College getting back to near normal after evacuations for 
students, faculty and staff at the Lake Center campus. Some of the start 
dates of some classes have been pushed back a week, but the school is 
opening on schedule with registration and student services ready. They 
have more staff support so those who couldn’t register during evacuations 
will speed right thru. Some classes could be canceled if not enough 
students enroll, but the school says they’re putting out the call for more 
students to enroll. Some of the classes don’t start until after the Labor Day 
holiday, so there’s still plenty of time.



Marijuana businesses in Lake County could be fined if they don’t have the 
proper permits. The Lake County Board of Supervisors gives the green light 
for an ordinance to outline new fines for violating the Lake County Code for 
marijuana businesses without permits. They had their first reading of the 
ordinance already, so another is required before moving forward. That’ll 
happen next Tuesday. The penalties will be outlined in the ordinance which 
is a simple amendment to the county code showing unpermitted cannabis 
businesses what they’re up against. Violations tallied as a separate violation 
for each day the violation continues and will accrue until the violation is 
remedied. Then if it’s not taken care of within 30 days it becomes $1000 a 
day. And goes up from there.

A man in Lakeport charged with attempted murder for the shooting of 
another man he apparently thought was having a relationship with his 
girlfriend. The Lake County Sheriff’s Dept. reports Leonso Rangel admitted 
the shooting when detectives interviewed him. He pleaded not guilty after 
his arrest for the June shooting in Lakeport. The victim told police he was 
shot in the back while walking by his aunt’s house, where he ran for help. 
The victim id’d Rangel as his shooter, saying he thought he was shot 
because Rangel thought he was in a relationship with Rangel’s girlfriend. 
Rangel reportedly told detectives he wanted to scare the victim and wasn’t 
actually meaning to harm him. Rangel was being held on one million dollars 
bail.

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction says he’s putting together a 
team to work on Charter Schools. Tom Torlakson announcing the Action 
Team to get recommendations for needed changes to the next State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, Governor, State Board of Education, 
and State Legislature. It will guide the future of charter schools as part of the 
California Charter School Act which has been in place for a quarter century, 
but hasn’t had many changes since then. Torlakson looking to update and 
possible revise the Act since the state’s population and student population 
have increased and demographics have changed and the education system 
is quite difference.

Twin bills to protect the coast in Calif. from off-shore drilling hang in the 
balance. State Senator Mike McGuire drafted one of the bills to stop the sale 
of new oil-drilling rights which might be happening by next year. There’s 
another bill in the Assembly too that mirrors McGuire’s. The two bills have to 
make it thru the Senate and Assembly appropriations committees today. If 
they pass they would stop the State Lands Commission from allowing any 
new leases for oil facilities, like pipelines, platforms or piers, in a 3-mile area 
off the coast controlled by the state. The Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke 
released his off-shore drilling plan earlier this year. State officials and as 
many as 65 cities and counties are against it.

More growth for the Mendocino Complex Fire, tacking on another 10,000 
acres in a day. The Ranch Fire is now at 315,225 acres and is 67% 
contained. That containment number one step forward and two steps back 
lately, at one point hitting 70%, then creeping down to 64% just days ago. 
The River Fire is pretty much a done deal, staying at just under 49,000 
acres, it’s 100% contained. The fires together have blackened 364,145 
acres and destroyed 147 homes and 118 other buildings. There are still 
Mandatory Evacuation Orders in place above Potter Valley and for the Lake 
Pillsbury area. Plus newer evacuations for Glenn and Colusa counties. The 
fire said to only be growing and burning into the National Forest on the north 
flank of the fire.



Three men have been arrested after a former coworker of theirs at a 
marijuana farm was attacked. The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office reports 
getting a call earlier in the week from Moises Calvillo-Chavez saying a 
former co-worker went crazy and had to be tied him up, but was then let go. 
Turns out the guy who called was one of the three arrested. And the victim 
was found walking barefoot with a broken wooden chair arm taped to his 
arm. He told police he had disagreements with the man who called them, 
and it became physical. Then he says that man, Calvilo-Chavez and two 
others came to the pot farm in Garberville. Calvillo-Chavez, Chad Canup 
and Salvador Martinez point a gun at him which malfunctions. So he got 
away. The three suspects arrested after cops saw evidence to corroborate 
the victim’s story. They’re charged with crimes including attempted murder, 
robbery and kidnapping, and were being held on $1.2 million bail each.

Two bodies found inside a burning car by Humboldt County deputies. The 
Sheriff’s Dept. gets a call to help the California Highway Patrol and Cal Fire 
after a vehicle fire and found two people dead inside. They say it looks like 
suspicious circumstances, but they’re investigating and will release more 
info after autopsies are conducted. They’re also reaching out to the public 
for help, if anyone may have seen something.

The Lake County Sheriff’s Office reminding about the last day of the Local 
Assistance Center set up in Lucerne at the Lucerne Alpine Senior Center. 
Organizations including the Red Cross, North Coast Opportunities, Habitat 
for Humanity, Lake County Behavioral Health, Veteran’s Services and Social 
Security will be there. Anyone who needs food, help with medical care, pet 
care, debris removal, copies of vital records or driver’s licenses, or help with 
insurance can go to the Center.

California has been granted just over $99 million dollars for disaster 
recovery from the federal government. The offices of Congressmen Jared 
Huffman and Mike Thompson made the announcement earlier this week 
that the money will be spread out across the state, with some coming to 
Mendocino and Sonoma counties, the cities of Clearlake and Napa. The 
money comes from the Community Development Block Grant Disaster 
Relief program for the Oct. 2017 wildfires for those who still have unmet 
needs.

Two people have been killed in a head-on crash on the 101 in Redwood 
Valley. The CHP reports the crash at Reeves Canyon Road with a black 
2009 Toyota Tacoma pickup truck and a red 2003 Subaru Outback with 
both drivers killed and no passengers on board either vehicle. The CHP 
didn’t release much more info except the driver of the Tacoma, a man 
headed south, and the driver of the Subaru was a woman heading north. 
They hit, ending up in the southbound lanes, closing the highway yesterday 
for about an hour.

Slow money making in Calif. for the newly legalized marijuana market. The 
latest report on marijuana cultivation and excise tax collections at under $50 
million from April to June. It was up from the last quarter, but apparently not 
nearly what the state thought it would bring in. Finance officials saying 
California would bring in $185 million from excise and cultivation taxes the 
first six months after sales started, but that was way off, with only $82 million 
collected by midyear. Black market sales thought to be interfering still with 
the legal market and many areas have totally banned legalized marijuana 
sales.



A bunch of thefts being investigated in Georgia… some of Ramen. Fayette 
County deputies say they’re looking into the of thefts which include five car 
break-ins, a stolen motorcycle, and a rip off of Ramen Noodles, nearly 
$100,000 worth of Ramen stolen out of a big trailer that was parked at a 
Chevron store. It happened in late July, early August when the noodle 
freight was sitting, supposedly secured in the trailer.

A man from Willits has been arrested after a parole search on the high risk 
sex offender. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office got a call to a home 
where they found 25 year old Jonathan Hoppner who has several sexual 
battery convictions in Sonoma County, on parole in Mendocino County and 
not allowed to go on social media sites used by minors. But cops found he 
was on social media, which is a violation, so he has been arrested and 
booked into the Mendocino County Jail for that parole violation and is being 
held on a "no bail" status.

The Mendocino Complex fires growing again, nearly 1,900 acres more. The 
fires have now charred more than 366,000 acres. The larger of the two, the 
Ranch, the biggest to ever burn in Calif. burned another 1,892 acres 
overnight, and containment also went up though, from 67 to 69 percent. 
Firefighters working to spare homes, 1,205 of them still threatened, with 147 
homes lost and 118 other structures. The battalion chief from Utah killed 
earlier this week was taken back to Utah after a procession to the airport 
from Ukiah yesterday. The River Fire is 100% contained, the Ranch Fire 
should be totally surrounded by Sept. 1st. It alone has burned more than 
317,000 acres.

A couple who’s trailer tire which went flat is believed to have started the Carr 
Fire has reportedly been inundated with cards and letters of support so they 
don’t feel bad. The 81 year old man and his wife got the supportive 
messages after someone posted on Facebook about the couple. She 
apparently doesn’t know them but a firefighter who does says the woman 
blames herself and has been crying day and night. The fire destroyed 
almost 1,100 homes and killed eight people after a spark from a vehicle 
driving on a flat tire.

There’s a new Disaster Recovery Center (DRC) now for folks hit by the Carr 
Fire. It’s in partnership with the State of California’s Office of Emergency 
Services (Cal OES) and the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) for residents affected by recent wildfires. The SBA is also there as 
well as more state, local and federal agencies to help those impacted in 
Shasta County. Those impacted can also visit DisasterAssistance.gov or 
711 on your phone.

A Mandatory Evacuation Order has been reduced back down to Advisory for 
Colusa County: Those from the town of Stonyford can go home. It’s 
including all areas to the east of Stonyford-Lagoda Road from the Glenn 
County line to Lagoda, including the Century Ranch and Lakeview Loop 
subdivisions. Some roads still closed though, those west of Lagoda 
Stonyford Road including Forest Road M10 and 18, Goat Mountain Road 
and Fouts Springs Road.
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The body of a firefighter from Utah killed in the Ranch Fire has made it back 
home to Utah after a procession along the streets of Ukiah and onto the 
Sonoma County Airport. Draper City Fire Battalion Chief Matthew Burchett 
was killed by a tree as he worked the Ranch Fire Monday night. The 
procession from Eversole Mortuary yesterday afternoon with the Cal Fire 
Honor Guard which had been by Burchett’s body around the clock and on 
the entire journey home with his wife, brother and a family friend who flew 
on the Utah Gov.’s private plane along with members of the Utah Air 
National Guard. There were also members of Draper City Fire honor guard 
and the Salt Lake City Unified Fire Authority, where Burchett had worked for 
20 years before joining Draper City Fire in May.

The latest update from Cal Fire puts the Ranch fire at 72 percent contained. 
Crews continue to battle both the fire and the weather, with the dry hot 
conditions in the steep rugged terrain. The main threat continues to be 
communities north of the fire perimeter.

Lake County residents have heard from CalFire and local officials about the 
fires. At a meeting on Thursday, those officials say they remain confident 
that the Ranch fire will be 100 contained by Labor day and that while the 
River fire is fully contained, crews are still working to make sure it doesn’t 
kick back up again. While the meeting focused on recovery, officials say 
they are urging people to be very careful as they slowly move back into 
areas that have been effected by the fires.

The state insurance commissioner has seen first hand some of the damage 
caused by the Mendocino Complex fires. Commissioner Dave Jones was in 
Lake County on Thursday, stopping at several burned properties and at 
local assistance centers set up to help fire victims. He admits insurance 
concerns will be high in the list of those who’s live have been impacted but 
he says his office will do everything it can to help out. Jones also says he 
has been impressed by efforts for those in need.

The state senate has paid tribute to the firefighter who died while fighting the 
fire near Lake Pillsbury earlier this week. State Senator Mike McGuire says 
the people of California owe a debt of gratitude to the family of Utah 
firefighter Matthew Burchett who answered the call of duty far from home. 
McGuire adjourned the senate session on Thursday with a moment of 
silence of Battalion Chief Burchett.

The wildfires here are effecting air quality across a large swath of north 
America. NASA’s Jet propulsion Laboratory says the noxious carbon 
monoxide gas from the fires is drifting east the air quality in several states. 
Satellite images show hazy smoky conditions reaching as far east as New 
York and Eastern Canada.

The ballot has been set for November’s City council election in Ukiah. There 
are 3 seats up for election and four new candidates, according to the County 
Registrar of voters. The candidates are Ed Haynes, Matt Froneberger, Juan 
Orozco, Chon Travis. Two of three incumbents, Jim Brown and Maureen 
Mulheren are also seeking re election. Mayor Kevin Doble is not running for 
another term.

The deadline for filing for November’s municipal election has passed and in 
Lakeport, there may not even have be a vote because there are two seats 
up and only two candidates. Mayor Mireya Turner and Councilwoman 
Stacey Mattina both have filed for re election and based on election law, the 
city council can simply re appoint them to new terms.



The Clearlake city council has voted to ban any new tobacco businesses in 
the city for now. The temporary ordinance blocks those businesses for at 
least the next 45 days, until a more permanent solution can be considered. 
City leaders say those new shops, including hookah and vapor lounges 
pose an immediate threat to public health. The mayor says the city needs a 
clear definition of what is allowed and where the shops can set up and 
council members say they will eventually re-write the zoning code to better 
regulate tobacco related business within the city limits.

No moratorium for now on new winery permits in Sonoma County. 
Supervisor Linda Hopkins says the county can’t impose a ban on new 
permits as it considers some new regulations on the industry. About 1,000 
people have signed a petition calling for that ban until those new regulations 
can be drawn up, but Hopkins told a meeting on Thursday that even tough 
the residents are upset with some winery events , that isn’t enough to justify 
a moratorium.

No bail for a man on parole in Willits who was found on social media, even 
though he wasn’t supposed to be online. 25 year old Jonathan Hoppner was 
on parole from Sonoma county when he was arrested in Mendocino County 
and charged with violating the state’s sex offender law. He has several 
sexual battery convictions and is considered a high risk offender.

Local events are planned in the area for Suicide awareness week in 
September. Among them, the second annual suicide awareness walk, 
scheduled for the Mendocino College track on Hensley Creek Road 
September 8th from 6:00 PM to Midnight. There will be a remembrance 
ceremony and speakers before the walk begins.

Metal in the air this weekend for the 5th annual Redwood Metalfest in Ukiah. 
The event takes place Saturday from 12:30 PM until well after dark at the 
Alex Thomas Plaza. Organizers say they are excited about this year’s 
lineup. They say the show is a good deal because it is both free and in an 
accessible, public place.

Lawmakers are taking up two bills aimed at preventing the sale of new oil-
drilling rights off the California coast. If the measures pass, the State Lands 
Commission would be banned from approving new leases for oil facilities in 
the three-mile offshore zone controlled by the state. The bills were filed in 
response to a federal plan to grant drilling rights at six ocean sites.

A bill to set up a state-backed banking system for the recreational cannabis 
industry has failed in the assembly. the Assembly committee handling it 
decided not to take it up, meaning the idea essentially dead for the year. 
Banks have been reluctant to do business people in California legal 
marijuana market because it is still illegal under federal law. The proposed 
bill would not have guaranteed that state-backed banks would be protected 
from federal law.

California lawmakers are debating a proposal to eliminate cash bail for 
defendants awaiting trial. The plan introduced yesterday would mean most 
suspects in custody for nonviolent misdemeanors would be released within 
12 hours of being booked. Meanwhile, suspects facing serious, violent 
felonies would not be eligible for pretrial release. If the bill becomes law, 
California would be the first state to completely end bail.

Don’t blame me. It was the doctor and the drugstore. Thats the claim of 
woman in Oregon, convicted robbing a bookstore. She says the medicine 
she on caused her to go crazy and do the robbery. She is in prison but is 
now suing the doc and the druggist for 50 grand.
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Two people have been arrested in Chico in connection to a ripoff of gear 
from a Redding Firefighter who was resting from the fight. Last Monday the 
firefighter who had been on the Carr Fire had his fire vehicle from the City of 
Redding burglarized at home. The thieves took his personal backpack that 
had more than $5,000 worth of items in it, including a laptop, hard drive with 
irreplaceable personal family photos and more. Chico police got a call for a 
possible shoplifting incident Wednesday at a Sportsman’s Warehouse and 
found Brian Martinson who they say had multiple warrants for his arrest in 
Shasta County and Jennifer Estes was waiting in a car in the parking lot. 
She was on probation. The two searched as part of their probation, and 
arrested for possession of stolen property, apparently they had that 
firefighter’s stolen backpack.

State Sen. Mike McGuire working with North Coast Opportunities so Lake 
County students affected by the Mendocino Complex Fire get a helping 
hand. The Lake County Students Fire Relief Fund and Redwood Credit 
Union are raising money for victims of the Ranch and River Fires. McGuire 
says families in the county have faced unprecedented disasters year after 
year with a physical and emotional toll sometimes being overwhelming, 
especially for kids. So now money will be directed to kids without a home, 
for medical and mental health services and to replace music and sports 
equipment or other material losses due to the fire emergencies. There will 
be delayed school starts for many in Lake County but McGuire says there’s 
going to be a welcome back celebration on the first day of school at all 
schools so kids can transition back into a normal school schedule and 
routine. To donate or get more info, visit: www.FireRelief.org.

A use permit has been approved by the Mendocino County Planning 
Commission for a multi-use cannabis facility. Flow Kana will be able to set 
up at the old Bel Arbres Fetzer Winery in Redwood Valley. The planning 
commission staff drafted the report on the project saying there will be 
manufacturing facilities with offices, storage, an intake room, a space for 
non-volatile manufacturing, a space for volatile manufacturing, a packaging 
room, an employee break room, and many other small rooms. There will 
also be laboratory space with an office and reception area as well as a 
warehouse. Road work will happen on the street outside with a mitigated 
negative declaration for the use permit.

The Board of Directors for the Ukiah Valley Sanitation District and the Ukiah 
City Council are meeting this week in closed sessions separately regarding 
their lawsuits about the wastewater treatment plant. The Sanitation District’s 
meeting is today at 12:30 p.m. plus they’ll take public comments before a 
closed session with lawyers. Then tomorrow the City Council will have a 
special meeting with public comment too before their own meeting with legal 
counsel on the lawsuit. The lawsuit claims the city owes the district as much 
as $30 million as part of the participation agreement for the joint operation of 
the Ukiah Valley Wastewater Treatment Plant.

A couple of mosquito samples gathered in Lake County have tested positive 
for West Nile virus. The samples collected near Upper Lake August 9th and 
August 14th. The Lake County Vector District warns smoke from fires 
doesn’t affect mosquitoes, which still bite and say to make sure to take 
precautions like using insect repellent, wear long pants and long sleeves, 
sleep under a mosquito net or screened room if outdoors. Also not to forget 
to dump or drain any standing water. Symptoms include high fever, 
headache, neck stiffness, disorientation, tremors, convulsions and muscle 
weakness or vision loss.

http://www.firerelief.org/


A bill’s been passed related to garage door safety and wildfires. State 
Senator Bill Dodd’s wildfire- related garage door safety bill requires any new 
electric garage door openers to include backup batteries so those in a fire 
path are not trapped in their garages if there’s a power failure. The bill has 
passed the Assembly 53-6 and heads to the Senate next. It comes after last 
October’s widespread fires where many evacuees had no power and no way 
to open their garage as flames approached. At least five victims bodies 
found where garages once stood.

A man from Ukiah believed to be part of the notorious Norteno gang is going 
to prison for 6 years. Marcos Abel Vasquez arrested with four other gang 
members in a vandalism case to a car last month. The Sheriff’s dept. reports 
the group went to what they thought was a rival gang’s turf in Ukiah and 
used a baseball bat to break out all the windows and cause body damage to 
a car sitting in front of a house, but a neighbor saw the whole thing and 
called cops. They were found and arrested. Vasquez found guilty of felony 
vandalism and since he used a weapon and had a criminal history he got 
more time. Any credit received will be limited to no more than 20% of the six 
year term.

The Ranch Fire part of what’s been called the Mendocino Complex fire is 
still burning, but is almost contained, standing now at 76 percent contained 
after burning another 6,000 acres. The fires together are 79% contained. 
The River Fire has been 100% contained for some time now. The Ranch 
Fire is burning in Mendocino, Lake, Colusa and Glenn counties with fresh 
evacuation orders in Glenn County. The fire burning in steep, inaccessible 
terrain, spurred by afternoon winds and low humidity. The Ranch fire has 
blackened more than 341,000 acres. The largest ever in state history. The 
two fires have burned nearly 160 homes and 120 other structures. They still 
threaten about 1,000 more. Full containment is still expected by Sept. 1st.

Mandatory Evacuation Order for Glenn County: The evacuation order 
includes all areas: North of Glenn-Colusa County Line, east of the 
Mendocino National Forest boundary, south of County Road 308, and west 
of County Road 306

A man killed over the weekend in a truck crash outside Ukiah has been 
identified. The CHP reports 30 year old Thomas Bendinelli of Sebastopol 
went off the side of Highway 253 onto a narrow dirt road and was ejected 
from the truck, rolled several times and went 350 feet down a steep 
embankment. Apparently a resident nearby heard the crash but couldn’t see 
anything at night so the next day fire officials climbed down to find the man 
by the pickup halfway down the mountain. They’re still investigating and say 
they don’t know yet if alcohol or drugs were a factor in the crash.

A so called Burned Area Emergency Response is starting in Upper Lake in 
response to the Ranch Fire. The BAER team will start to go over charred 
land and make recommendations in case of immediate hazards to public 
resources. The team with various specialists like soil scientists, geologists, 
road engineers, ecologists, botanists and archaeologists. They’re looking for 
possible risks to life or property, water quality and critical plant and wildlife 
habitat. They look for the fire effects and come up with treatments. They try 
to contain possible debris flows if there’s a flood.

The body of a missing hiker has been found in Yosemite National Park. 48 
year old Scott Tenczar of San Jose’s body was found Saturday in the north 
east end of the park. No word on how the man may have died, but he was 
described as an experienced backpacker, who was last seen at a ranger 
station outside of the park at the end of July. It’s the second body found in 
Yosemite in less than a week. A park ranger was found dead Friday. He 
disappeared a few days before that.
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The state legislature looking to change the way convicts are sentenced, 
putting caps on the length of stays behind bars. Thousands of offenses with 
various term lengths depending on various other pieces of the crime. A 
Senate Bill being considered would limit the maximum amount of time in 
prison for felonies to twice the amount of the time convicts get for a base 
term. There was a similar law in 1976 but it was repealed in 1997. Those 
who support the new bill say it’ll “refine” the system, those against say it’s 
arbitrary and doesn’t allow a judge the ability to sentence someone 
appropriately for crimes.

Two Lakeport City Councilmembers without competitors for their seats could 
just have their terms renewed without having an election. The City Council 
to decide at their meeting today if Stacey Mattina and Mayor Mireya Turner 
will be re-appointed or if there should be an election even though they’re the 
only candidates who filed to run for their seat’s by the end of the 
general election nomination period. So by state law, the council could 
reappoint them, then no election for their seats would be held and no write 
in candidates would be considered either. Apparently it’s the first time this 
has happened. If the city decides against an election, it could save them as 
much as $4,000.

Since a major disaster declaration has been declared by the federal 
government connected to the Mendocino Complex fires, FEMA can start to 
help fund those impacted by the fires. Congressman Mike Thompson in 
town over the weekend, announcing the declaration which means federal 
funds will be available for those needing to rebuild or repair after the fires. 
As of yesterday there were about 177 structures that burned and more than 
1,000 are still threatened. Residents and business owners with damage or 
loss can register with FEMA now. Last night a FEMA Disaster Survivor 
Assistance team was set up at the Lake County Superior Court answering 
questions. For more info, http://www. DisasterAssistance.gov.

By smartphone or tablet, use www.fema.gov.

3 people in Lakeport have filed paperwork to be on the School Board. The 
Record Bee reports due to concerns over student safety, fiscal management 
of a recent $17 million school bond, and a loss of several teachers, Carly 
Alvord, Dan Buffalo, and Jen Hanson are trying to get on the school board 
as a team to fill three vacancies. They say the school system is struggling 
and they want to help bring qualified professionals to the area. They say 
they’re concerned about teachers leaving and the school district not being 
what it used to be so they want to help. The three are endorsed by several 
parents, teachers and other concerned citizens. For more info, visit 
http://www.fix-LUSD.com.

Lawmakers have been tackling wildfire related bills for almost a year. The 
latest effort that was being lobbied by PG&E so they wouldn’t be solely 
responsible for last October’s fire storm has died. There had been a 
proposal to decide if utilities and their shareholders would be held 
responsible for the costs, something known as inverse condemnation, if the 
companies equipment is found to be associated with the fires. A 
spokesperson for State Senator Bill Dodd’s office says the provisions of 
inverse condemnation are not moving forward. Apparently other provisions 
are being considered including reducing long terms costs for ratepayers 
instead of having ratepayers on the hook.

file:///C:/Users/Jason/Desktop/FCC%20Reports-News/2018%20FCC%20Reports-News/
http://www.fix-lusd.com/


Assemblyman Jim Wood upset because there’s been no real movement at 
the capitol on funding for fire prevention and preparedness even as wildfires 
burn across the state another season. Wood holding a news conference last 
week saying the state has historically spent about 2 percent of funding on 
fire prevention and he wants to see more money coming in for the fight. He’s 
on the Wildfire Preparedness and Response Legislative Conference 
Committee which is looking at long term fuel reduction. His co-chair Bill 
Dodd agreeing that fires need to be stopped before they start. The two 
agree there has to be more money set aside with Wood saying that should 
be as much as $300 million a year, guaranteed for fuel reduction.

A man from Clearlake finally sentenced to life in prison for a murder and the 
injury of two others. Lake Co News reports it’s been thirteen months since 
Joshua Beavers was found guilty and since then had a motion for a new trial 
denied for the September 2013 shooting. He got two life sentences for the 
murder of David Ferrell and the shooting and wounding of Paul Cressy and 
Rachel Patterson. He was found guilty last June. He got about 102 years to 
life for several crimes along with the two life terms. The shootings related to 
a marijuana garden. The motion for a new trial just a couple of weeks ago 
and denied.

The Mendocino Complex has now burned an unprecedented 400,000 acres. 
The fire easily the largest to ever burn in the state now at 79% containment. 
The fire started August 10th and killed a firefighter from Utah, Draper City 
Fire Battalion Chief Matthew Burchett who died after being hit by a falling 
tree near Lake Pillsbury. He was remembered yesterday at a funeral in his 
home state with hundreds at the service. Both the Lake County Sheriff Brian 
Martin and Mendocino County Sheriff Tom Allman were there.  The complex 
is reportedly burning more into the National Forest toward Lake County’s 
northern border. It’s still supposed to be fully contained by Sept. 1st. The fire 
has burned 157 homes and 120 other structures.

A food pantry is opening in Lucerne. The Food Cupboard tomorrow at the 
First Lutheran Church from 1 to 2 p.m. with not only food, but clothing, 
toiletries and cleaning supplies for anyone in need. They will also give out 
pet food in the morning at 10 thanks to donations by those including Orphan 
Dog, a Lake County-based animal rescue group. The pastor of the church 
says they care for all of God’s creation. Anyone who is interested in 
donating can visit the church website www.flclucerne.com.

Divers have recovered the body of a man from San Francisco out of the 
Russian River near Guerneville. The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office reports 
the man’s body was found yesterday near a vacation rental home where he 
was staying with friends last weekend. The body in 12 to 15 feet of water 
near docks. He had been reported missing Sunday night after not showing 
up for dinner. His personal belongings found on a dock at the edge of the 
river. A search and rescued dive team and the Russian River and Monte Rio 
fire departments went searching, finding the body within about an hour. The 
Coroner’s Office is investigating.

A man from Alabama found guilty of domestic violence, his son shot, over 
some chicken wings. John Caver found guilty of first-degree domestic 
violence two years after the attack on his son during a football game they 
were watching at home in Selma. The two in an argument over the food, 
Caver’s wife tried to separate the two, but it ended up with the son being 
shot in the chest. The D-A telling a local news site, it “must have been some 
really good chicken”. Caver facing 20 years in prison.

http://www.flclucerne.com/
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The U-S Forest Service and Dept. of Interior sending their Burned Area 
Emergency Response (BAER) specialists to the Ranch Fire burn area to 
finalize the soil burn severity map. The team only on the southern area of 
the fire, since it’s still burning on the north. What they looked at was more 
than 191,000 acres, with the rest to be mapped later. So far, it shows about 
seven percent of the fire perimeter was considered unburned or very low, 
27% was low, 59% moderate burn and another 6% was high severity. The 
assessment teams use the data to show areas where there could be future 
erosion and water runoff. The teams usually include scientists and 
specialists who consider emergency stabilization options for critical 
resources.

The Ukiah Planning Commission will once again take up the proposed 
construction of a tractor company on Talmage Road. The Daily Journal 
reports the commission will consider Garton Tractor’s construction permit at 
their meeting today. The review had been postponed at the last meeting 
after they approved a Major Site Development Permit last October. But there 
had been an appeal by a City Council member due to its proximity to the 
airport. So the size of the building has been reconfigured. The City Council 
referred the project to the Airport Land Use Commission which ended up 
being acceptable. The project will be considered tonight at 6 in City Council 
chambers.

The Mendocino Complex has once again gained acreage and dropped 
containment. The Ranch Fire’s grown another 6,000 acres, and is 67% 
contained. The fire’s burned about 357,600 acres. The River Fire stands at 
just under 49,000 acres and has been totally contained for several days. 
The complex together is 75% contained and is still expected to be totally 
contained by Labor Day weekend. The Ranch Fire was growing mostly 
northeast of Lake Pillsbury and into Glenn County, and in steep, rugged 
terrain in the north and northeastern areas of the fire area. 157 homes and 
120 other structures have burned and another 1,050 structures are 
threatened. One firefighter was killed last week and a couple others have 
been injured.

Multiple grants are being applied for in Mendocino County to help with a 
new hazard mitigation plan and more. The Daily Journal reports the Fire 
Recovery Director told the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors they 
were applying for several grants that would also update safety elements and 
a grant for the Redwood Valley Water Infrastructure Project after the 2017 
fires. The money could go to pay for two new staffers that would only be 
working on fire recovery, so other employees could do their regular jobs.

The latest Mendocino County CEO report to the Board of Supervisors says 
there were nearly 70 animals that had to be evacuated due to the 
Mendocino Complex between July 27 and Aug. 15. The report says the 
animals were from Lake County too and most of the Mendocino County 
animals were from Potter Valley. 33 cats, 32 dogs, three birds and a lizard 
were evacuated. There are still three dogs and three cats in Mendocino 
County not home. Besides that there were also 35 large animals evacuated 
to the Redwood Riders Arena. 13 horses, 15 goats, two cows, four chickens 
and a tortoise. There’s still one horse, two pigs and two goats there.

The Clearlake City Council is going to respond to the 2018 Grand Jury 
Report and will also speak on their own “Nepotism Policy.” The meeting this 
Thursday will also look at some local appointments to ad hoc committees 
and development agreements for three marijuana businesses. The Grand 
Jury report on various topics has to be done by state law within 90 days of 
getting the Grand Jury Report. The report this time was in the middle of 
June, so they have until the middle of September.



Retardant dropped after the fires in Lake County may create more weeds 
and algae. The retardant stops a fire’s growth, but when it rains this winter it 
could runoff into streams and Clearlake itself. Thousands of gallons of the 
red stuff dropped by Blue Lakes and Lake Pillsbury. Ash could also bring 
more invasive weeds. The Big Valley Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians is 
taking water samples and sending them to a lab and will reportedly be doing 
this for months to come. Apparently there’s also concern about fish die-offs 
after the same has happened from retardant in other lakes after fires.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors says yes, the Lucerne Hotel can be 
sold. A purchase offer’s been made by the Romero Institute, looking to put a 
school in the building.  The New Paradigm University was the only bidder at 
$2.5 million which the Supervisors have given the thumbs up for at their 
Tuesday meeting. The County Administrative Officer says county staff have 
to verify the sale conditions before the County moves forward with the sale.  
A representative with the Institute at the meeting and thanks the board and 
others for allowing the university to make its home in Lake County.

Orchard Supply Hardware, the do-it-yourself franchise across the state is 
closing all stores before the end of the year. A spokesperson for its parent 
company Lowe’s has confirmed the closures. That means as many as 4,000 
people will be without a job and store liquidations are beginning next week. 
There are more than 40 locations in the Bay Area alone, out of Orchard’s 98 
locations. There are others across the state and in Oregon and Florida.

An ex cop accused of being the notorious Golden State Killer is going to trial 
in Sacramento County. The Orange County D-A says they picked the area 
because the case is so complex, and taking into consideration Joseph 
D’Angelo’s rights, location of the crimes and hardship for witnesses and 
victims. He’s accused of more than a dozen murders across the state in the 
1970s and ’80s. They were deciding between six jurisdictions. DeAngelo is 
facing multiple other charges too including 13 counts of kidnapping and 
robbery. He had been arrested this spring in Citrus Heights which is of 
course in Sacramento County. There’s no trial date yet.

A protest at the State Capitol by hundreds of farmers against a proposal to 
bolster water flows in a major California river, which they say will actually 
mean less water for farms in the Central Valley. But environmentalists say 
it’s a good thing, especially as it relates to Salmon fisheries. The State 
Water Resources Control Board is preparing to discuss a proposal to double 
the amount of water flowing to the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. 
But it means there would be less water diverted to farms and it would protect 
the state’s lower salmon population. There were estimates of only 10,000 
fall-run salmon in 2017, compared to 70,000 in 1985.

The Governor about to sign a bill the legislature’s approved to stop bail for 
criminals and instead replace it with a risk-assessment system. That makes 
Calif. the first state to end a bail system for anyone waiting for trial. So there 
would no longer be bail set which some state senators say discriminates 
against low-income people. The author of the bill, Sen Bob Hertzberg of Van 
Nuys, says the current system is unfair to the poor and that money bail 
doesn’t make anyone safer or ensure suspects come to court.



WHO CAN APPLY?

Damage to, or destruction of the home or self-employment business;

WHEN TO APPLY

QUESTIONS: CALL YOUR COUNTY

Lake County: (800) 628-5288

Ukiah Police Dog Bugsy has died. The police department announced Bugsy 
had been sick and having troubles with his legs and found to have a brain 
infection. They say he wasn’t strong enough to fight the infection and died 
peacefully surrounded by his family, and handler. He had been a narcotics 
K9 with the Police Department since 2010. They report over the 7 years with 
the department he helped bring in multiple drugs and more than $200,000. 
As of late he was a serving with School Resource Officer De Lapo in the 
Ukiah Unified School District.

For those impacted by the wildfires in Lake County, the California 
Department of Social Services has announced help from Disaster CalFresh 
food assistance. For a family of four that brings in a monthly income of 
$2,755 a month, they may be able to get as much as $640 in food 
assistance through the program. Applications are being accepted thru the 
end of the week and thru Wednesday of next week. The USDA approving 
the state of California’s request for Disaster CalFresh food assistance as 
part of the recovery effort in Lake County. The program nationally is known 
as the Disaster Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or D-SNAP. 
Apply thru the Dept. of Social Services in Lake County for your Disaster 
CalFresh benefits which are distributed thru an Electronic Benefits Transfer 
(EBT) card.

Individuals and families who lived or worked in Lake County may be eligible 
for Disaster CalFresh food assistance if the household experienced at least 
one of the following as a direct result of the wildfires:

Loss or inaccessibility of income, including a reduction or termination of 
earnedincome or a significant delay in receiving income due to disaster 
related problems; or

Disaster-related expenses (e.g., home or business repairs, temporary 
shelter,evacuation, food loss, etc.) that are not expected to be reimbursed 
during the disaster benefit period.

Households already participating in CalFresh are not eligible to receive 
Disaster CalFresh food assistance, but may be eligible to receive 
supplemental benefits, which brings a household up to the maximum 
allotment level based on their household size. Households already 
participating in CalFresh may contact their local agency to request 
supplemental benefits by phone or in person. CalFresh households residing 
in the following zip codes at the time of the disaster- 95458, 95464, 95485, 
95493, 95453, 95423, 95451, 95443, and 95435 will automatically receive 
supplemental benefits on their EBT card. They will not need to contact Lake 
County Department of Social Services or visit the Disaster CalFresh site in 
person to receive this benefit.

Individuals and families affected by the wildfires who are seeking food 
assistance may apply for Disaster CalFresh beginning August 22, 2018, by 
visiting Lake County Department of Social Services offices. Additional 
application sites and more information is available at 
http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Disaster-Help-Center.

In addition, individuals or families with new needs for assistance due to the 
wildfires may always apply for regular CalFresh benefits and CalWORKs 
cash aid at their local Social Services Department or online at 
www.benefitscal.com.

http://www.cdss.ca.gov/Disaster-Help-Center
http://www.benefitscal.com/
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The Mendocino Complex fires well over the 400-thousand acre mark. The 
two fires, at almost 410,500 acres with 7,950 acres tacked onto the total 
overnight last night into today. The Ranch Fire is the one in the complex still 
burning with the River fire totally contained. The fires started burning the 
end of last month burning thru Lake County and gutting 157 homes and 120 
other structures. As we’ve been reporting one firefighter from Utah was 
killed last week, it happened during a retardant drop operation with a tree 
coming down on him and several others.  The new acreage on the Ranch 
fire on its north and northeastern sections, apparently some of it though 
from backfiring operations by firefighters.  The Ranch Fire now has 
blackened 361,562 acres, and is 67 percent contained with full containment 
expected September 1st.

There will be no grand jury indictment, instead it’ll be a preliminary hearing 
in the Golden State Killer and East Area Rapist case. The D-A on the case 
told CBS Sacramento she’s not going for a grand jury indictment which 
prosecutors can do so cases go to trial quicker. But instead to a court where 
witnesses can speak out too. Witnesses will be in the court and speak with 
the suspect in the room. The prosecutor saying when a grand jury is used 
the defense cannot cross examine witnesses because they’re not present. 
She also told the TV station she’s not decided if she will try for a plea deal in 
the case, saying that’s premature. Several cases against Joseph De Angelo 
will all be rolled into one case with a trial expected next year or thereafter.

Another business looking to sell marijuana in the City of Ukiah. The 
business, Heritage Mendocino has applied for their cannabis microbusiness 
Major Use Permit. The permit for “distribution, dispensary/retail, 
manufacturing, and processing of recreational and medicinal products” in a 
nearly 2,500-square-foot metal building that already exists, with no new 
construction proposed. The owner looking to make the business have a 
barn like look and old, Western feel. He says he wants it to represent the 
roots of cannabis culture in Mendocino County. They will get their product 
from local, licensed farmers. City staff was told to work with the Heritage to 
meet requirements for landscaping, parking and accessibility. Another 
dispensary in Ukiah by the new Costco is set to open in October.

Viral reports that Verizon slowed some Bay Area firefighters data plans 
while they were on the Mendocino Complex Fire. The Santa Clara County 
Fire Dept. Chief has written a note to the Court of Appeals in D-C saying the 
throttling had a huge impact on their ability to work on the fire and they 
apparently had to use other area firefighters internet signal or personal cell 
phones to communicate with each other. The Chief says he called Verizon 
and was told they had to pay almost three times as much to up their plan. 
He further says the cell phone giant knew it was throttling firefighters’ crisis 
response and essential emergency services. The company says the data 
speed restrictions should have been lifted since it was an emergency, 
saying it was a customer support mistake they’re reviewing.

There won’t be another election after all. Lakeport City Council Member 
Stacey Mattina and Mayor Mireya Turner have each been appointed for 
another term so the city saves several thousand dollars. As we reported 
earlier this week neither of the two had anyone running against them for the 
upcoming election in November by the deadline of August 10th. So under 
the election code, the city council can decide to re-appoint the two. The city 
saving on printing costs and the motion to re-appoint the two was 
unanimous. And after the city council got on to other business.



Lawmakers still working on fire related legislation ahead of the end of the 
current session. Some survivors looking for upgraded communications since 
the October firestorm in wine country and utility companies are fighting so 
they’re not solely financially liable. The State Dept. of Insurance has been 
trying to get legislation thru so it’s more difficult for insurance companies to 
raise rates or cancel coverage in high-risk areas. There are still some ideas 
out there, like a fire fund for victims, like flood victims of the past. There’s 
been nearly a dozen bills proposed with at least half no longer viable. They 
could have helped get fire victims claims thru faster or with an advanced 
payment, regulate adjustors or let victims with total loss rebuild elsewhere. 
Others are still in the mix, but weaker versions of first drafts.

A woman from Covelo has been arrested in connection to the 
disappearance of another woman earlier this year. 20 year old Antonia 
Bautista-Dalson arrested while at the Sheriff’s Office substation in Covelo on 
an unrelated matter. Bautista-Daulson now accused of suspicion of 
harboring or concealing a wanted felon for the disappearance of Khadijah 
Britton. Britton disappeared in February with her boyfriend, Negie Fallis IV 
named a suspect in her case. At the time witnesses said they saw him with 
a gun to her, take her from a home. She had previously reported he 
attacked her with a hammer. Bautista-Dalson was found with Fallis when he 
was arrested and cops say they were having a romantic relationship and 
she was thought to be aiding and abetting him.

The governor set to sign a bill into law to erase or reduce several thousand 
marijuana criminal convictions. It comes after Proposition 64 was approved 
by voters in 2016 which eliminated several pot-related crimes and 
retroactively applies to those convictions, but didn’t spell out how. So now 
the State Senate passed a bill outlining how. It orders the state Department 
of Justice to identify eligible cases between 1975 and 2016 with those being 
sent to a prosecutor. The State says there could be more than 200-
thousand eligible cases. The state DOJ has until July 1st of 2019 to put 
together a list of eligible cases. Then it’s up to prosecutors to decide which 
they might challenge.

The DMV in Woodland is going to join other offices across the state opening 
Saturday hours due to long lines because of the switch to REAL IDs. 
Woodland and San Diego-Claremont added to the 60 other field offices 
serving on Saturdays. The only thing they’re not doing is behind-the-wheel 
exams. Others open on Saturdays include Fairfield, Folsom, Lodi, Modesto, 
Roseville, Sacramento, Tracy, and Yuba City. They’ve hired as many as 500 
new employees since the federal REAL ID driver’s license was introduced. 
There are also more self-serve kiosks at offices and in grocery stores now 
too.

Kids in Lake County getting back to school, with only a couple districts out 
until after the Labor Day holiday. Lakeport Unified, Lucerne Elementary and 
Upper Lake Unified all started yesterday, a delayed start due to the 
Mendocino Complex fire. All of Lakeport had been evacuated due to the 
River Fire, and thousands were evacuated in the Ranch fire burn area in the 
Northshore. As we reported State Sen. Mike McGuire working with North 
Coast Opportunities and Redwood Credit Union to create the Lake County 
Students Fire Relief Fund. They’re organized a welcome back at schools in 
Lakeport, Lucerne and Upper Lake. Konocti Unified and Middletown Unified 
started class Monday and Kelseyville Unified starts Sept. 4th.



Squatters at abandoned homes in Clearlake on the city council agenda. The 
council meeting tonight and will discuss homelessness, especially, squatters 
in abandoned homes. The council also considering giving the city manager 
another raise. It’s part of Greg Folsom’s contract, to raise his base salary 3 
percent, retroactive to July 1st so he adds on nearly $4,000 more a year. 
He’s been with the city since June of 2015. He had been making $110,000 a 
year, plus benefits.

A new Planning Commissioner in Clearlake. Robert Coher was appointed 
after Carl Webb retired after nearly 2 decades on the commission. Then 
after the swearing in the Chair called for a motion for vice chair, which went 
to Kathy Fitts, unanimously. Then the commission got down to business, 
hearing a conditional use permit application for the expansion of the 
Clearlake Cottages and Marina with six more units. That too was 
unanimously approved.

A little more growth on the Ranch Fire in the Mendocino Complex. The River 
and Ranch fires now 74% contained. The Complex had burned more than 
410-thousand acres and the Ranch Fire is most of that… the largest fire to 
ever burn in the state at 361,562 acres and 67 percent contained. The River 
fire 100% contained last week at 48,920 acres. There is an adjustment in 
the amount of structures burned, 157 homes and 123 other buildings with 38 
others damaged, including 13 homes. The Ranch Fire grew another 4,000 
acres the last 24 hours. The Mandatory Evacuation Order for Eel River 
Road in Mendocino County, including all areas west of the Mendocino-Lake 
County line, south and east of Eel River Road and north of the 16000 block 
of Mid Mountain Road. Has been lifted as has the advisory evacuation in 
Potter Valley area.

A community meeting’s being held by Cal Fire and the U.S. Forest Service 
in Elk Creek in Glenn County due to the Mendocino Complex at 6:30 at Elk 
Creek High School.

A man from Finley killed in a motorcycle crash Tuesday has been identified. 
The Lake County Sheriff’s Office says 66 year old Richard Salkeld died after 
a Ford F-250 crashed into his 2016 Harley Davidson. The CHP reports the 
pickup hit the Harley head on and Salkeld died at the scene. They say he 
did have on safety equipment at the time of the crash.

The Ranch fire has grown 4,500 more acres, with containment holding. The 
fire, the largest in California history has blackened nearly 366,100 acres and 
is 67 percent contained. The fire’s most active spot is on its north side, 
moving farther into the Mendocino National Forest. Cooler temperatures 
were reported last night but crews were expecting to have more activity 
during daytime hours as smoke cleared and temperatures got warmer. The 
River Fire, the twin fire in the Mendocino Complex stopped forward 
movement last week and is 100% contained. The two together have burned 
157 homes and killed one firefighter. They’ve charred 415,000 acres 
together. Crews are still saying the fires will be contained by Sept. 1st. 
They’re 74 percent contained together.

California’s tourism officials working with Washington and Oregon to get 
tourists to come to the state, saying it’s safe for a visit. California reportedly 
lost as much as $20 million in tourism revenue last month alone because of 
visitors’ fears of wildfires. So the three states have formed the West Coast 
Tourism Recovery Coalition after massive wildfires and smoky skies this 
summer. They say less than 1 percent of the states’ together were actually 
affected by fires this year.
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Major cuts coming to Fort Bragg schools. The Fort Bragg Unified School 
District Board of Trustees discussing potential cuts at their budget workshop 
last week. A report presented by the school district’s business services 
director with suggestions on what could be done including cuts to the 
KUDOS after school program which has a huge grant to pay for it, but 
there’s still about $46,000 from the general fund too. They’re also apparently 
considering cuts to the school’s nutrition program which is getting almost a 
quarter million the upcoming school year. The Vice Principal position is also 
apparently on the chopping block, as well as the garden program, athletics 
program, chorus and band, and an enrichment teacher position.

The Mendocino Complex fire remains about three quarters contained this 
morning. The latest from Cal Fire says The fire growth has been slowing a 
bit and will continue move north to northeast with a slower rate of spread 
due to more favorable weather conditions. The southern portion of the fire 
remains in patrol status as crews continue with suppression repair and mop 
up. All of the current fire closure orders remain in effect. The projections are 
holding for a full containment of the Ranch fire by next Saturday.

Tourism officials are telling potential visitors that the state is open for 
business in spite of the fires. California is teaming up with Washington and 
Oregon to spread the word that the fires that have been in the news likely 
won’t effect vacation plans. A recent survey showed that 11 percent of 1,000 
travelers said the conditions had caused them to rethink vacation plans to 
the state, resulting in a 20 million dollar economic loss. The head of Visit 
California says the idea is to make people know that most of the fires are far 
away from tourist areas and should have no impact on any visitors.

A Sonoma County landlord has been accused of price gouging after last 
fall’s wildfires. Prosecutors say 55 year old Stacy Holland raised the rent at 
one of his properties by 35 percent shortly after the fires a couple weeks 
after they started. The attorney generals office says price gouging of any 
kind won’t be tolerated after a disaster. If you’d like to report suspected 
unfair price hikes in Sonoma County, you can contact the D A’s office 
through its website.

Smoke and haze from the fires around here continues to impact air quality 
far away. In the Bay area, officials say today’s air will be unhealthy, and 
hazy conditions have been reported as far east as Wisconsin, drifting toward 
the northeast by the weekend.

The Lake County Fair is hoping to bring people together in the wake of the 
fires. The fair starts next Thursday and runs though Labor day, September 
2nd. Fair goers will see the usual array of rides, live music, and other 
activities with the theme of “The Great Escape”. It all starts with a parade 
from Main Street to the fairgrounds on Martin Street at 5:30 on Thursday 
evening. You can get the full lineup at the website lakecountyfair.com

Residents of Clearlake will get a chance to hear about the state of their city 
at a special meeting set for early next month. The Clearlake City Council 
and the Chamber of Commerce will host a “State of the City” meeting on 
September 5th at the Clear lake Community Center. Chamber officials say 
there are a lot of good things happening in the city and wants to share them 
with residents and business leaders. The presentation runs from 5 to 8 PM. 
The meeting had been postponed in early August because of the fires.

http://lakecountyfair.com/


Plans are underway for a second legal marijuana business in Ukiah. The 
proposal would turn a vacant building on Cunningham Street into a micro-
business called Heritage Mendocino. The head of the city’s design review 
board likes the concept of the new facility and says it will improve the area 
around it. The owner says the business will have what he calls a “rustic 
modem” feel with the look of an old barn, complete with reused metal and 
wood. The other permitted marijuana business in the city, called Cannavine, 
is expected to open up shop in October.

Police have arrested a man from Ukiah and charged him with breaking into 
a home earlier this week. Cops say 32 year old Jose Morales who has no 
fixed address, may also be responsible for several other break-ins or 
attempted break-ins in the city since Tuesday. Morales was picked up on 
Thursday as he tried to hide from police between two houses on Magnolia 
street. He is facing suspicion of burglary and resisting arrest charges and is 
being held on $50,000 bail.

An unidentified suicidal person is alive thanks to Petaluma police officers. 
The attempted suicide happened early Thursday morning at the C Street 
parking garage, where officers found the person standing on a ledge of the 
top floor. The person attempted to jump, but officers were able to pull the 
person up and off the ledge. The person was placed on a psychiatric hold 
for a mental health evaluation at a local hospital.

Congressman Jared Huffman has paid a visit to Fort Bragg. The 
congressman held a town hall and spoke to high school students about a 
variety of topics earlier this week. The congressman also recognized two 
local businesses with the Sustainable North Coast award for their plans to 
reduce carbon emissions.

School is back in session and school officials in Mendocino county are out 
with the usual back-to-school advisory for drivers: be careful, especially in 
school zones. They also want parents to become familiar with the 
procedures for dropping off and picking up kids in the first few days of the 
new year. A concern that may not have been such a big deal not long ago—
kids may be extra distracted in school zones looking down at their phones or 
sending those last minute text messages to friends before the school bell 
rings

A bill limiting plastic straws across California is headed to Governor Brown’s 
desk. The measure would make California the first state to prohibit full-
service restaurants from providing single-use plastic straws unless 
customers ask for them. The bill doesn’t to ban straws altogether 
Restaurants would receive warnings for first and second violations and fined 
25 dollars per day for future violations, up to 300 dollars a year.

A net neutrality bill is moving forward after it was approved by a key 
legislative committee this week. S-B-8-22 would enact the strongest net 
neutrality protections in the country. The bill is aimed at stopping Internet 
service providers form blocking or slowing service. Supporters say the 
measure would keep California at the front of technological innovation as 
well as protect consumers.

Here’s a thought for an unusual vacation. What is being called the country’s 
first Beer Hotel is opening up in Columbus Ohio next week. It features a 
beer tap in every room and a beer fridge in every shower. When you check 
in, you even get a free brew. Seems like a popular idea—over 500 people 
have already booked their stays.
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No change in the containment of the Ranch fire. It’s still at 67 percent, with 
crews still working most actively on the north and northeast fire lines. Cal 
Fire says the main fire progression will be fuel and topography driven and 
that fire activity will continue to become more active around 4:00 pm. The 
fire threatens more than 1,000 structures in addition to the 380 buildings it 
has already destroyed and the 38 strictures it has already damaged. Full 
containment is still said to be about a week away on September 1st.

Its only been open a few days but its already busy at a disaster relief center 
set up to help fire victims in Lake County. The resource center is a kind of 
“one stop shop” for everything needed by fire victims, and the state Office of 
Emergency services says it is a good way to connect with agencies like the 
Red Cross and other state and national offices like the DMV and Small 
Business Administration who can offer help. The center is on On Main Street 
in Upper Lake, just north of Clear Lake. It will be open daily through 
September but you’ll have first part of October to register and take 
advantage of the programs being offered.

State lawmakers are holding a hearing to find out why Verizon throttled data 
to a group of firefighters battling the Mendocino Complex fire. The Select 
Committee on Natural Disaster Response, Recovery, and Rebuilding is 
trying to get to the bottom of the issue which Verizon admits, but blames a 
customer service issue. The Santa Clara fire department says it hit its data 
cap last month when Verizon slowed its speed to a crawl, something the 
firefighters say put their lives in danger. Today’s hearing could lead to 
legislation that would prevent service providers from reducing internet 
connection speeds, especially to emergency personnel.

California is lending a hand to those being hit by Hurricane Lane in Hawaii. 
Two of the states urban search and rescue teams are headed to the islands 
as the request of FEMA under orders from Governor Brown. The teams will 
do what they can to help people of Hawaii recover from the effects of the 
biggest storm to hit there in more than 20 years, that has dropped as much 
as three feet of rain and brought pounding surf and high winds.

A new fire breaks out as crews continue their work on the Ranch Fire. The 
Cache Fire in Lake County east of Clearlake Oaks reported over the 
weekend by Highway 20 and New Long Valley Road. The fire’s charred 105 
acres and is 20% contained. Firefighters moved to the fire which was said to 
be burning with moderate speed. The Ranch Fire grew another 23,000 
acres overnight to hit 402,065 acres. Some of the growth due to backfiring 
operations in the northeastern flank of the Mendocino National Forest. The 
fire is sitting at 67% containment. Officials say the weather was in their favor 
but they’re still not out of the woods. The Ranch with the River Fire make up 
the nearly 451,000-acre Mendocino Complex, which both started July 27th. 
Officials say they still expect the Ranch Fire to be fully contained by 
September 1st.

State lawmakers are working on a fire related bill so utility companies like 
PG&E can sell state-authorized bonds to cover damage from wildfires, 
essentially leaving ratepayers with the debt. The bill revealed Friday further 
says the bonds could only be used for damages utilities couldn’t afford 
before they went bankrupt and there would be strict rules to follow from the 
Public Utilities Commission. The proposal also had other provisions whereby 
power companies have to come up with fire prevention plans the 
commission would review with other experts. And a provision for multi-year 
forest management funding that could come out of the state’s Greenhouse 
Gas Reduction Fund.



There could be a lawsuit coming after massive traffic stops for cars headed 
to the Burning Man festival. Organizers lawyer sent a letter to the U.S. 
Bureau of Indian Affairs to immediately stop the "unconstitutional" stops and 
to preserve all records related to the traffic stops and searches on the state 
highway that goes through Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribal land. The event 
started last night and was expected to bring as many as 80,000 people to 
the Black Rock Desert. The organizer’s lawyer says a lot of the traffic stops 
were to intimidate or harass travelers.

A man from San Francisco’s been arrested in connection to a fatal fire that 
started last month in Siskiyou County. Cal Fire says John Colin Eagle Skoda 
was arrested after investigators found a debris fire the man started exploded 
in size to char 60-square-miles and kill one person and destroy 35 homes. 
The man lost control of his unpermitted debris fire July 5th which forced the 
evacuation of thousands of people and closed the 5 highway. Skoda 
charged with suspicion of involuntary manslaughter and other fire-related 
charges.

The Clearlake City Council consider ways to deter squatters in vacant 
homes. The council looking at the matter after two residents, Sandra Tyson 
and Roberta Copeland brought up homelessness. Copeland telling the 
council she’s tried to stop squatters from breaking into homes where there 
have been several house fires. They’re concerned about fires after all the 
fires in the County. The Lake County Fire Chaplain told the council it’s 
something homeowners themselves are responsible for, but the council still 
considered ways to stop the practice. Perhaps an ad hoc committee. The 
Mayor says they’re working with some organizations for ways to clean up 
the city and get squatters help.

Due to money issues the Lake County Administrative Officer reportedly 
going to the Board of Supervisors to temporarily reduce public office hours 
at some county offices to save money. The board meets tomorrow for their 
regular meeting. And County Administrative Officer Carol Huchingson is 
reportedly asking for alternative office hours due to dire financial conditions 
and no luck in finding new revenue streams. She blames higher a Minimum 
Wage and but lower employee salaries, continued slow recovery from taxes 
and other royalties, plus a terrible fire season, which is early into the season.

A man from Lakeport has been arrested after a string of thefts and drug-
related cases. 23 year old Gene Gard arrested Saturday after reports of 
stolen credit/debit cards at O’Reilly Auto Parts and Kmart. Apparently the 
bank told the card owner of fraudulent activity on the card after they 
reported their wallet lost or stolen the same day. Cops went to the two 
businesses and had a description of the culprit and went over video 
surveillance of the suspect, identifying Gard. He was arrested at Sutter 
Lakeside Hospital in possession of the victim’s wallet, credit card and ID. 
Plus they say he had stolen items from the hospital, so he’s charged with 
burglary and forgery and some misdemeanors. He’d previously been 
arrested this month and last on a host of drug charges, stolen property and 
destruction of property charges.

The Mendocino Complex Disaster Recovery Center in Upper Lake is staying 
open with new hours this week. The center at the Habematolel Pomo of 
Upper Lake Tribal Community Center open from 9 AM – 6 PM Monday thru 
Saturday, closed Sundays. They’re offering support for victims of the latest 
fires in Lake County with recovery specialists from FEMA, the Small 
Business Administration, and state and local agencies. They’re working with 
anyone with losses from the wildfires and winds from July 23rd in Lake and 
Shasta counties. So far they’re had more than 3,100 registrations.



The Governor’s looking at new changes to logging in the state. One 
proposal to allow landowners to cut down big trees and build temporary 
roads without permits to help thin forests in Calif. The timber industry 
supports the proposal, but some environmental groups do not. Friday’s the 
last day for the legislative session and details were still sketchy as we get 
closer to the close. The Gov. proposing allowing private landowners to cut 
trees up to 36 inches in diameter, right now it’s 26 inches, on property of 
300 acres or less, without a timber harvest permit, if indeed it’s to thin 
forests against fires. And the roads could be up to 600 feet long if they’re 
repaired and replanted.

The State Senate considering a bill so some appointed offices could be filled 
by immigrants living in the state without full legal status. The Gov. 
considering the bill to allow people without authorization to live in Calif. to be 
appointed to boards and commissions. The author of the bill, Sen. Ricardo 
Lara says it’s so immigrants cannot be excluded from civic life. Those 
without work authorization could not hold paid appointments though. DACA 
recipients have that authorization but are not considered legal residents.

A man in Southern Calif. has been arrested after he’s found with about 800 
pounds of stolen lemons in his car. Dionicio Fierros busted last Friday by the 
Riverside County Sheriff’s Office for theft of agricultural products. It came as 
deputies investigated recent farm thefts and the man was stopped in the 
town of Thermal, where cops found a bunch of big bags of freshly picked 
lemons, stolen they say, from a nearby farm.

Glenn County has lifted the Mandatory Evacuation Orders for all areas east 
of the Mendocino National Forest boundary due to the Mendocino Complex 
fires. Elk Creek is also no longer under an Advisory Evacuation but there’s 
still a Mandatory Evacuation Order and a Forest Closure for the Mendocino 
National Forest in south-western Glenn County. For more information you 
can call the Glenn County Sheriff’s Office, visit the county website or visit 
the Sheriff’s Facebook or twitter pages.

Reports of trespassers at a marijuana grow have the Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s office out to a residents in Myers Flat. Deputies say when they 
arrived, they found the front gate to the property had been damaged. They 
then found 13 people tied up inside the home. They told deputies there had 
been 5-6 people wearing masks with guns still at the property and they were 
stealing weed. More officers came to the scene but they didn’t find anyone 
there. They made no arrests and were reaching out to the public for help if 
they knew anything. They did collect some evidence when they were there.

A man from Leggett has been arrested for growing marijuana illegally since 
he had a past conviction as a sex offender. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office Marijuana Enforcement Team somehow got wind that Charles 
Maniaci was growing weed which he cannot do even though it’s now legal in 
Calif. But his past conviction requiring him to register as a sex offender 
means he cannot grow more that 6 marijuana plants. But they say there 
were two parcels with one home, several outbuildings and many travel 
trailers there. Six people were found there, but only Maniaci was arrested. 
Cops say they pulled nearly 1360 growing marijuana plants and about 150 
pounds of harvested weed in various stages of being processed. There was 
also another 21 pounds of packaged bud marijuana. Maniaci was arrested 
and held on $750,000 bail.
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Community members are invited to the grand opening of the new 
Emergency Department Intensive Care Unit and rooftop helipad at Adventist 
Health Ukiah Valley. The hospital says after thousands of hours of planning, 
four years of construction, and a challenging regulatory approval process, 
they’re finally ready to share their state of the art upgrades. The nearly 15-
thousand foot ER is four times the size of the current one with 19 private 
treatment rooms, including mini-operating rooms. The new ICU has eight 
critical care rooms with state-of-the-art technology and everything is ready to 
use. The September 6th celebration at 4:30 with a ribbon cutting ceremony, 
tours of the new facility and snacks and music.

Congressman Mike Thompson in town at two public forums talking about fire 
preparedness, money for firefighting and recovery in Lake County. He spoke 
yesterday in the Board of Supervisors Chambers talking about fires, but 
then veered into immigration and a lack of housing. Several local officials 
were at the meeting too. The congressman talked about a lack of housing, 
compounded by massive wildfires and the cost of new construction. He also 
touched on how the new tariff’s by the Trump Administration further 
complicates things. Thompson said he wanted a community meeting with 
the Insurance Commissioner and says insurance companies are looking to 
minimize their risk. He also talked about wildfire prevention and recovery 
and how neighbors can help each other in a fire emergency.

A new nonprofit along with Lakeport Police are creating a police dog 
program for the department. The Lakeport Police Chief made the 
announcement to the city council last week saying it’s been a goal of his for 
some time to have another police K9. Their last police dog retired more than 
9 years ago. So the new nonprofit “Friends of Lakeport PD”, put together by 
David Brown, the owner of Susie Q’s Donuts will help start the new police 
dog program and help them with other equipment needs and programs. 3 
police officers have reportedly come forward to work with a police dog once 
they get one.

The Cache fire’s had minimal growth. Lake co News reports the fire’s 
charred 120 acres and is now 70% contained. The fire started along an area 
south of Highway 20 and east of New Long Valley Road near the Cache 
Creek Recreation Area this weekend. No injuries reported or damage to 
structures.

West Nile Virus reportedly found in Lake County in a sentinel chicken. Lake 
Co News reports the bird tested in an Upper Lake flock. The news site 
reports it comes after four mosquito samples tested positive for the virus in 
Lake County earlier this month. They were from Middletown and Upper 
Lake. The Lake County Vector Control district says it’s typical to have biting 
mosquitoes this time of year and to be vigilant against them with standing 
water and using insect repellant. The agency goes on to say when chickens 
test positive, that means conditions are ripe for humans too. There’s been 
more than 30 cases of West Nile virus in California residents this year.

Governor Brown set to sign a piece of legislation on illegal forest 
conversions authored by State Sen. Mike McGuire. The legislation to protect 
forestland in the state from illegal clearing to grow marijuana. That can ruin 
critical watersheds and pollute drinking water and kill wildlife. Illegal 
conversions reportedly up more than 200 percent since the Medical 
Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act passed in 2015. McGuire’s office 
reports thousands of acres of California forestland were illegally converted. 
The bill also outlines stiffer sentences for those who break the law.



The Mendocino Complex jumped up in containment to 90 percent overall. 
The fire had grown several thousand acres, thanks to backfiring operations 
this past weekend. The complex, the Ranch and River fires have charred 
about 459,100 acres, 8,000 more acres than the day before. The Ranch fire 
at nearly 410,200 acres with 90-percent containment as of last night. The 
River fire holding at under 49,000 acres and 100% contained since early this 
month. The fires on track for full containment by Labor Day weekend. As we 
reported yesterday, improved conditions meant the lifting of Mandatory 
Evacuation Orders in Glenn County and an advisory evacuation lifted for Elk 
Creek.

The Humboldt marten has been submitted to be on the endangered species 
list in Calif. The California Fish and Game Commission has voted 
unanimously for the tiny animal that’s similar to a weasel. The listing means 
it’ll be protected and cannot be killed except for special conditions. 
Environmental groups supporting the move as there are only a couple 
hundred martens left in Calif. And there aren’t that many more across the 
country, another 200 or so in Oregon. There could also be a federal decision 
in coming months on listing the marten as endangered. The tiny creatures 
weigh about 3 pounds and are found living in dense old-growth forests along 
the North Coast.

Brooktrails residents being told to conserve water. The Daily Journal reports 
water for the township comes from two reservoirs, Lake Emily and Lake Ada 
Rose, which each fill with annual rainfall. But apparently there’s concern 
about this year’s rainfall, thinking ahead with conservation now, in case 
there’s another year of late rain. Letters going out to water customers so 
they consider voluntarily conserving consumption. Apparently some in the 
town who got the letter found they had leaks in their homes and their water 
usage has since gone down. Some using as much as a million gallons of 
water a month. The township board looking for a 20% conservation in the 
amount of water used by residents.

A man from Sonoma Valley accused of killing his wife says he did it because 
she was so abusive. Steven Rothschild on trial for the beating and 
strangulation death of his wife Juanita in their home last August. He testified 
his wife had been criticizing him all night after an outing with friends and 
ranted at him for hours. He said he exploded. He admitted in a call to 911 
that he might have killed Juanita who was found dead on the couple’s living 
room couch. His lawyer says Juanita had been abusing Steven for years 
and he reacted with violence. But the prosecution says Steven was an alpha 
male who didn’t even try to save his wife. Painting him as the aggressor 
instead.

A wine tour van driver has been arrested for DUI as he took visitors from out 
of state to wineries in Healdsburg. Eugene Cremen of Napa had eight 
people on board his van which was reportedly registered to Napa Valley 
Wine Country Tours. The CHP reports after stops in Dry Creek Valley, he 
was passed out, slumped at the wheel. The passengers could barely wake 
him, and when they did rouse him, he drove on. They called 911 
complaining he was weaving in and out of traffic. He stopped near 
Healdsburg and was arrested. CHP also found he had a previous DUI on his 
record. The passengers grabbed a ride sharing service to leave the area.



The back and forth continues. The legislature tabling once again, a plan to 
have ratepayers absorb some of the cost utility companies could be on the 
hook for after wildfires that broke out last October. Now a legislative 
committee working on the plan puts it instead off on a proposed commission 
who have until next year to find a solution. The Press Democrat reports 
there was a 72 page proposed wildfire response bill which had a plan in it 
for PG&E and other utilities to be allowed to sell state-authorized bonds to 
pay for part of the damages after last October’s wildfires. That would have 
meant ratepayers would have to finance the bond debt out of their utility 
bills.

The State Office of Emergency Services not too happy with the way the 
federal government has been involved in cleanup after the October 
Firestorm. The director of the agency, Mark Ghilarducci, reportedly sent a 
letter to the Army Corps of Engineers outlining the deficiencies caused by 
federal contractors. That includes over scraping of properties, damage to 
driveways and sidewalks, damaged wells and septic tanks and some 
leftover contaminated ash and fire debris in several areas. The Army Corp 
managed the $1.3 billion government-sponsored cleanup program to take 
out more than 2 million tons of debris in Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino and 
Lake counties. It was supposedly done in June, but apparently several 
hundred survivors complained about the way their properties were cleared.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office warning they’re on the lookout for a 
man considered to be armed and dangerous. A Nixle Alert went out saying 
the department was quote, “working an incident with an outstanding armed 
and dangerous suspect John Joseph Bellotti, Jr age 37…” They describe 
the man as 5’10”, 230 pounds, and with an unknown clothing description. 
They say he was last seen in the 10900 block of Dos Rios Road between 
Covelo and Laytonville. And warn not to approach him if he’s seen and 
immediately call 911.

Cops in Paraguay say thieves have gotten a hold of some rifles and 
replaced them with replicas. An inspection was ordered after the real rifles 
were found on the black market where they can bring in as much as 
$10,000 American. Some believed to now be in Argentina and others in 
Brazil. Pictures of the fake rifles made it on to social media calling it the 
most “embarrassing scandal” in the history of the country’s police force. A 
search of the armory after the real rifles turned up on the black market 
uncovered the phony ones. No arrests so far.

Police in Fort Bragg have arrested a man after reports of a domestic assault. 
Fort Bragg Police report states when police arrived early Sunday they found 
Silvestre Rivera Nieto unconscious on the ground after being thrown to the 
ground.  A female victim was was found to be bleeding from several knife 
wounds. The female victim told police she and Rivera Nieto , had been out 
drinking and while they were walking home, he suddenly pulled out a knife 
and attacked her, unprovoked slashing her several times, in her face and 
hands.  They got into a further altercation on the ground. Once she was able 
to escape, she ran home where she told her father about the attack.  Rivera 
Nieto tried to continue his attack on the victim and her father threw him to 
the ground where he hit his head. Rivera Nieto received medical attention 
for his injury and was subsequently arrested.
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Police and firefighters in Fort Bragg were called to a brush fire in a field 
across from the hospital.  And when they arrived, they found a small brushy 
grassy fire was ablaze along the western end of the field near the end of 
South Street. Once fire personnel arrived they quickly got on the fire which 
was being whipped up by wind. Officers went to a senior living complex 
across from the fire and began evacuating residents. Fort Bragg Fire 
Department Volunteers and CalFire firefighters put the fire out, containing it 
to the grassland. The tenants were allowed to go return home once the 
smoke lessened. The fire charred about 3 acres of grassland, and some 
small trees and bushes. There wasn’t a lot of major damage or loss of 
property.

A firefighter from Utah working the Mendocino Complex Fire has adopted a 
dog he found in the wilderness in Northern Calif. Patrick Cullen of the same 
department where one of his fellow firefighters lost his life, didn’t forget the 
exhausted, thirsty German Shepherd he saw earlier this month. He had to 
leave the dog but apparently found him again at the Mendocino County 
Animal Shelter and found that it could be adopted because nobody had 
claimed it. Cullen has named the dog Mendo, after the Mendocino Complex 
fires. The Press democrat reports Cullen saying the dog’s a bright spot in an 
otherwise sad story after the death of Battalion Chief Matthew Burchett. 
Burchett died in the Mendo Complex Fire on Aug. 13th after a tree hit him 
during a retardant drop operation.

The Mendocino complex fire is still at 93 percent contained, with crews 
continuing to make progress on suppression and mop up. Cal Fire says the 
fire size remains at just over 410,00 acres and that it is still hoping for 100 
percent containment by Saturday. Smoke conditions are expected to 
improve through this afternoon with a generally favorable trend through the 
rest of the week. The U.S. Forest Service says the northern half of the 
Mendocino National Forest remains open and can be accessed via Forest 
Highway 7. Officials also say the forest areas around Plaskett Meadows and 
Hammerhorn Lake are open for recreation activities.

A man from Humboldt County has been accused of stealing two cars in 
Mendocino County, crashing into another, breaking into a home, and using 
stolen credit cards to buy fast food. Police say the first car was stolen from a 
home on Gardens Avenue in Ukiah early Monday and was later rammed 
into another car not far away. Then on Tuesday morning police say the 
same suspect, identified as 32-year-old Nathaniel Cady, broke into a home 
on Banker Boulevard, rummaged through the house while the residents 
slept, grabbed some credit cards and a set of keys and drove off in that 
stolen car. Police say Cady then used the stolen cards to buy food at a Taco 
Bell and later at a Burger King, where he was arrested. He is being held on 
$75,000 bail.

Cal Fire says they are on track for full containment of the Mendocino 
Complex fire by the weekend. The Ranch Fire is now 93-percent contained 
after burning over 410-thousand acres. It will go down as the the biggest 
wildfire ever in California.

FEMA will be meeting with people effected by the fires today in Lake 
County. That meeting is set for 11:00 Am at the Lucerne Harbor Park on 
East Highway 20 in Lucerne. Meanwhile, the state says its disaster recovery 
center will continue to operate Mondays though Saturdays from 9:00 AM to 
6:00 PM, but will be discontinuing its Sunday hours. That center is located at 
9460 Main Street in Upper Lake.



The U.S. Forest Service will hold a meeting this week to discuss an 
assessment of the effects of the Ranch fire on private, state and federal 
lands. The Burned Area Emergency Response team has completed its initial 
look at the south part of the fire area and will share the findings at a meeting 
Thursday at 6:00 PM at the North Shore Events center on Highway 20 in 
Nice. The survey looked at how the fire has effected watersheds, and how 
that could in turn impact future flooding, mud flows and rock slides. After the 
presentation, assessment team members will take questions from the public.

Governor Brown has signed a new law that requires insurance companies to 
tell homeowners policy holders how much their property would cost to 
replace. The measure was introduced after many homeowners found they 
were under insured after they filed claims resulting from last year’s wildfires. 
Now, the state says insurance companies must report the replacement 
coverage on insured properties every two years. Insurers argued that the 
burden of checking limits should fall on policy holders themselves, but 
lawmakers decided insurance company have an obligation to let their 
customers know just what would be covered in a catastrophe.

Terroristic threatening charges for a Clear Lake High School student 
accused of saying he was going to bring a gun to school. The 14 year old 
was arrested this week on those charges that came after he was overheard 
making the threat to another student. No weapon was found, but the 
Lakeport PD says other evidence was seized and that the boy was turned 
over to juvenile justice authorities. The teen’s name isn’t being released 
because of his age. Officials say they take all threats of school violence very 
seriously and are asking anyone who heard about a potential threat to 
contact law enforcement right away.

The Mendocino District Attorney’s office has wrapped up its investigation 
into an officer involved shooting last February that left a woman dead. The 
reports concludes that officers were justified in firing on 48 year old Dawn 
Center after she carjacked a vehicle from a Ukiah dealership, led police on a 
dangerous, high speed chase, and threatened to shoot police and kill 
herself. Center died from gunshot wounds. The lengthy report concludes 
that officers acted reasonably under the circumstances and that, based on 
her actions, Center in effect committed what the report calls “suicide by 
cop”. The D A says the case is now closed and that no further action will be 
taken.

CHP in Lake County and elsewhere says there will be zero tolerance for 
drunk and impaired driving this Labor Day weekend. Cops say it will be all 
hands on deck from Friday evening though Monday night as they aim to 
keep highways safe. CHP commissioner Warren Stanley says impaired 
driving remains one of the most serious problems on California highways in 
spite of increased enforcement and education about how dangerous it is. 
CHP says it stopped around 11,000 people during the stepped up maximum 
enforcement period over Labor Day last year.

A bill signed by Governor Brown is set to make California the first state to 
completely eliminate bail. The bill gives the judicial council board authority to 
replace the bail system with a still to be determined flight risk-assessment 
system. Based on the council’s framework, most suspects accused of 
nonviolent felonies will be released within 12 hours of booking, and those 
charged with serious crimes like violent felonies will be held in jail before 
trial. The new law is set to go into effect in October 2019.
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A Ukiah Hospital is planning a ceremony to mark the opening of a new 
emergency department, ICU and helipad next week. Adventist Health says 
the new state of the art additions will mean better care for patients at the 
facility on Hospital Drive. The new ER is four times the size of the original, 
while the expanded ICU features several new patient rooms equipped with 
the latest technology. The grand opening is set for September 6th at 4:30 
with the ribbon cutting ceremony around 5:15.

No reports of damage or injuries in a magnitude 4 point 4 earthquake in 
Southern California. The quake was centered in the San Gabriel Valley, 
about 25 miles east of Los Angeles and some buildings in downtown LA 
shook for several seconds around 7:30 Tuesday evening. A second, smaller 
quake was felt a few minutes later.

Safeway is announcing a federal recall of beef products is affecting Northern 
California and six other states. The company pulled some Cargill Meat 
Solutions products possibly contaminated with E. coli from Safeway, Vons, 
Albertsons and Pak N Save stores. The recalled products were sold 
between August 20th and 23rd and have "Sell Thru" dates from August 21st 
through August 25th. There is information on the Safeway website.

Oreo cookies are rolling out some unusual new flavors in China. Hot chicken 
wing and wasabi flavored Oreos will hit store shelves soon in Asian markets. 
Instead of the traditional white creme filling, the hot wing features the bright 
orange shade of buffalo sauce. The wasabi boasts a light green filling. No 
word on plans to roll out the hot cookies stateside.

A carjacking reported in Redwood Valley where the owner of a car says they 
were ambushed. The Mendocino County sheriff’s office reports finding 
Jarvais Primus who told them the suspect pointed a gun at him and took his 
rental car, and there was a bunch of cash inside. Deputies also say Primus 
was involved in processing marijuana oil. He told them he owned a business 
that legally sells Vape pens and marijuana oil in California and Georgia. 
Deputies say they think it might have been a friend of his, and suspected 
John Bellotti Jr., the husband of a mutual friend. The stolen car was spotted 
soon after and deputies and a Fish & Wildlife officer went after it beyond 
Willits. But the car was abandoned. Later though Bellotti surrendered at the 
Sheriff’s Office Ukiah station and was booked on suspicion of carjacking, 
robbery, and evading a peace officer/reckless driving and was held on 
$75,000 bail.

A fire that started after a car drove off Eastside Calpella Road has been 
quickly put out. The Redwood Valley-Calpella Fire Department reports 
getting a call Tuesday to a car down an embankment. And when they got 
there, there was a fire under a black SUV. Firefighters were able to slow 
forward movement so it didn’t explode into a larger fire. It charred about a 
quarter acre. PG&E also responded to cut off power to a line that was 
knocked down after the SUV went down the embankment. Cops say the 
driver of the SUV was a 13-year-old boy who had three passengers 
onboard, two teen-age girls and a small child. Charges against the teen 
driver are pending. One of the girls was apparently injured too.

The Lakeport Fire Protection District Board of Directors has put off a vote on 
their 2018-2019 budget proposal. They’ve got a budget gap of about 
$160,000, which means they’ll likely have to a cut a firefighter position, but 
they may avoid severance of two other positions if they use some reserve 
funds. The Record Bee reports the Fire Chief saying they have to make 
serious cuts and that the proposed budget contained bandaids to close the 
budget hole, but there were no long term solutions. Adding a fire tax hike 
was advisable. But that can’t go to voters until the June 2019 election.



A bill that would mean there would now be statewide alerts to warn folks 
about wildfires, floods, earthquakes and other emergencies to be signed by 
the Gov. Both houses of the Legislature have unanimously supported the bill 
drafted by multiple North Coast lawmakers, including Sens. Mike McGuire 
and Bill Dodd and Assemblymembers Cecilia Aguiar- Curry and Jim Wood. 
It comes after the October firestorm. McGuire saying there needed to be a 
universal emergency alert system in all 58 counties. So now the Office of 
Emergency Services has to create emergency alert guidelines, working with 
government groups, cellphone providers and other stakeholders, by July 
1st.

Drama at the state Capitol as a bill that could mean PG&E wouldn’t have to 
pay for any damage the utility couldn’t afford from the October Firestorm 
heads to a final decision. The decision tomorrow ahead of the end of the 
latest legislative session. The bill has been going back and forth all month, 
looking like it was totally dead, then being revived in the 11th hour. The bill 
hangs in the balance as state investigators already found the utility’s 
equipment was responsible for starting 16 major wildfires last year. A lawyer 
in Santa Rosa representing thousands of fire survivors who are suing PG&E 
says the bill does nothing for fire victims. Others say the utility is in jeopardy 
of survival.

A woman sleeping in a cardboard box being swept clean with heavy 
equipment has been killed. Police say Shannon Bigley was killed Aug. 1st 
where she was sleeping on a grassy field along the highway in Modesto. 
The CHP is investigating the death, police calling it an accident and 
expressed sympathy to Bigley’s family. The woman said to be from Oregon, 
but her last known address was in Stockton. She was living in the homeless 
camp recently. The union that cleared the camp has filed a grievance to 
stop homeless camp cleanups by Caltrans maintenance workers, something 
they’ve previously said they lacked training for.

The Mendocino Complex Fire’s on target to hit the 100% containment mark 
by Sept. 1st. Cal Fire is no longer managing the fire, instead, the US Forest 
Service is now in command but says the USDA is managing the fire with a 
California Interagency Incident Management Team. The fires, the Ranch 
and River broke out the same day, Friday, July 27th, nearly 5 weeks ago. 
The fires blew up to be the largest in the history of the state, but the River 
Fire’s forward progress stopped weeks ago and was 100% contained. Then 
the Ranch Fire became the largest ever in the state, burning 410,182 acres 
and is now 93 percent contained. The River fire burned 48,920 acres. The 
fires together are 93% contained. There’s been 3 firefighter injuries and one 
firefighter death.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s dept. on the lookout for an elderly man they 
say failed to register as a sex offender. 75 year old David Otis Perrine was 
featured yesterday on the Sheriff’s Warrant Wednesday Facebook post. 
Perinne from Calpella’s described as 5′ 8″, 160 lbs with Brown Hair and Blue 
eyes. They’re asking anyone who may have seen him to call the Sheriff’s 
Office at (707) 463-4086.

A man from Kentucky arrested after getting cops to take him to the hospital, 
faking a heart attack… so he could go to the hospital cafeteria. Kenneth 
Couch a suspect for a stolen gun, but police say he was at the hospital after 
having a heart attack at a nearby business. The ambulance went to the 
business to take him to Baptist Health Corbin hospital. Emergency workers 
say when they got there, Couch jumped out and casually walked to the 
cafeteria. Then the Knox County Sheriff’s Office got there and arrested him 
for burglary and falsely reporting an incident. He also had a warrant for his 
arrest elsewhere for writing phony checks.
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A bill circulating at the Capitol would require any public university in the state 
to offer abortion medication at campus health centers. There’s no school in 
the University of California or California State University system currently 
offering any abortion services. Now that the Assembly has approved the 
measure, it heads to the Senate for a final sign-off. Apparently some private 
donors are paying startup costs to get equipment for schools which includes 
ultrasound machines, staff training and a 24-hour hotline for students to ask 
questions and get emergency referrals. The system would have to be in 
place by 2022. The medications that instigate abortion is given in a clinic 
situation, then the patient gets a drug to take at home later. Those who 
support it say it’s difficult and costly for off campus abortions and those 
against it say the vote’s a tragedy.

Alternative office hours have been approved by the Lake County Board of 
Supervisors to save money. The new hours for county offices located in and 
around the Lake County Courthouse will be Monday thru Thursday 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. and holidays are closed. That would include the main Administration 
office, the Assessor-Recorder, Auditor Controller, the Board of Supervisors, 
Community Development Dept., the County Counsel, Elections office, 
Information Technology, Public Works and Treasurer-Tax Collector. The 
ones outside the courthouse are the Department of Public Service, District 
Attorney’s Office, Special Districts, Lake County Air Quality Management 
and Child Supportive Services. The change due to average 20 percent staff 
vacancy rate, low morale and repeated disasters like wildfires.

Today Overdose Awareness Day and with that the Mendocino County 
Health & Human Services Agency is asking everyone to wear silver. The 
agency reminds us that thousands of people die annually from drug OD’s. 
The event happening across the world every August 31st to raise 
awareness about overdose and to reduce the stigma of drug-related deaths, 
at the same time acknowledging the grief felt by families and friends. Silver 
is a symbol of awareness of overdose and its effects and sends a message 
that all life is valuable and the stigmatization of people who use drugs 
should stop.

The City of Willits is having their Coastal Cleanup Day. From 9 AM – noon 
Saturday, September 15th. Those interested should meet at the City Hall 
Parking lot to help clean creeks to prevent trash from getting into the Eel 
River. The City says they were the first Inland Chapter of California Coastal 
Cleanup. And there are more than 1000 inland chapters of the California 
Coastal cleanup now.

Drug Take Back AND Pool Party in Willits.. Next Saturday, Sept. 8th from 
noon to 5 PM at the city’s Community Pool on Main Street. A reminder from 
the city that last year Mendocino County had the 4th highest rate of opioid 
overdoses in Calif. ? YOU can help save our children and youth from the 
opioid epidemic. Start by joining us on Saturday, September 8th from Noon 
– 5:00 p.m. where you can bring in unused, unwanted or expired 
prescription meds



New info has been released about the family who died after driving off a cliff 
in Mendocino County. CNN is reporting the Hart family’s home in 
Washington state was searched right after the family disappeared and it 
showed almost no sign six kids lived there. The children ages 12 to 19 either 
disappeared or died in March when their SUV went over a 100 foot cliff. 
Investigators say Jennifer Hart was drunk and drove her wife and kids over 
the cliff. Documents have now been released by the Clark County Sheriff’s 
Office saying their Washington State home was extremely clean and 
organized and looked, sterile. A detective noting also, that there was little 
showing the kids had access to toys or items of entertainment except for a 
few board games. Jennifer and her wife Sarah and three of the children 
were found dead after the crash. Another child’s body was found days later 
and the bodies of two of their children are still missing.

A woman’s body has been found, which police say may be a missing 
woman from Kelseyville. Lake Co News reports a Ford Crown Victoria 
owned by Sharon Foley, and a body were found earlier this week in a 
remote, forested area in Sierra County. The info from the Sierra County 
Sheriff’s Office. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office got a reports she had 
disappeared in July. She also vanished in early May but was found. Reports 
that Foley also had suffered from depression, was bipolar and off her meds 
and couldn’t walk on her own, but could drive. Lake County Sheriff’s office 
says they were told by the Sierra County Sheriff’s Office the body was 
believed to be Foley’s. They say she’s not been positively identified but 
there was evidence at the scene.

Some areas of Clear Lake testing positive for blue-green algae so now 
there’s warnings for several areas of the lake. Lake Co News reports the 
samplings taken August 15th and 21st, with results back this week showing 
12 out of 21 sampled sites had microcystin. The areas include: the center of 
the Oaks Arm, Clearlake Oaks shoreline, Elem shoreline and Cache Creek 
at Highway 53, garnering cautious levels. The news site reports the readings 
this week were lower than before, but there have to be two consecutive 
improved readings before the alert level can change.

A reminder this Labor Day weekend to watch out for invasive quagga and 
zebra mussels. The two are invasive locally, native in Europe and Asia and 
can multiply fast, get themselves stuck on watercraft and infrastructure, 
change the local water quality and naturally growing aquatic food and more. 
They catch themselves onto boats, equipment or anything entering water 
and infest it. It’s hard to see them sometimes as they can get stuck in 
engines or other equipment. There are local inspection and folks are 
strongly encouraged to clean, drain and dry watercraft.

A Strategic Fire Plan is in place by Cal Fire. It’s a way to be proactive 
against new wildfires. The Chair of Cal Fire says it’s a way to break the 
cycle of large and damaging wildfires in Calif. He says the plan is to help 
prevent wildfires, while taking into consideration drought and tree mortality. 
The new plan was a joint effort between the Cal Fire, stakeholders and 
public input. It focuses on what can be done before a fire even starts and 
also considers ways to bring down the cost of firefighting, property loss, at 
the same time increase firefighter safety, and contribute to forest health.

The 2018 Strategic Fire Plan is available on the board of forestry and fire 
protection website at http://www.bof.fire.ca.gov/.

http://www.bof.fire.ca.gov/


I-5 may be a nightmare this holiday weekend for those traveling north from 
Southern Calif. There’s emergency roadwork after a massive pothole 
damaged some cars Thursday morning. The pothole shut down traffic 
altogether on the northbound 5 for 5 hours. Caltrans then closed it last night 
until this morning. And will do the same tonight, with one area shut down 
thru Tuesday morning at 4 a.m. There will only be access to two lanes 
during the repairs. They’re trying to divert travelers instead to use Highway 
50 west, and I-80 east as alternate routes.

Net Neutrality safe in Calif. Lawmakers approved a statewide effort so 
internet companies cannot dictate speeds for certain sites or what people 
have access to online. The vote yesterday in the Assembly 58-17, sending it 
overwhelmingly back to the Senate for a final sign off before the legislative 
session ends, and sending it to the governor for signature. The vote after 
months of lobbying by internet providers who said it would mean more 
expensive internet. Some had said they’d still uphold net neutrality after the 
FCC tossed it. Then said it was unrealistic because rules would differ now 
across the country and there should be a single approach.

A woman from Canada and her ten year old daughter who went missing on 
their way to Northern Calif to camp, have been found. Audrey Rodrigue 
apparently had been texting with her boyfriend Sunday, then stopped 
conversing with him, so he reported her missing. The San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s office tweeted yesterday though that the mom and daughter were 
found in good health & simply enjoying their California camping trip. No word 
exactly where they were, but word is they had reservations at a Six Rivers 
National Forest campground, about 340 miles north of San Francisco, but 
apparently they never arrived at a hotel where they first had reservations in 
Pescadero, south of San Francisco.

More closed sessions for the Ukiah City Council and the Ukiah Valley 
Sanitation District regarding the lawsuit against the city by the district. The 
Daily Journal reports the council meeting today at 1 in council chambers is 
noted as closed and regarding the lawsuit. There have been multiple 
meetings this month. The newspaper reports the city manager saying 
“settlement and litigation remain active at this time.” There’s also a meeting 
for the District next Tuesday night at 6, noting they’re meeting with legal 
counsel regarding “existing litigation”. The District filing suit saying the city 
owes it as much as $30 million in payments related to the participation 
agreement the agencies signed for the joint operation of the Ukiah Valley 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.

An infusion of cash for the first ever day camp for kids impacted by last 
October’s wildfires. Camp Noah for kids in Mendocino County in first- 
through sixth grade with more than 35 volunteers and several groups putting 
in time, food and money. The camp also made possible after a Lutheran 
organization paid the camp costs. The camp earlier this month as the 
Mendocino Complex Fire was burning. The Daily Journal reports when 
organizers were first planning the camp, they weren’t sure if they could pull it 
off due to a lack of money, but Lutheran Social Services of Northern 
California put up the $20,000 camp fee. Camp Noah is in more than 2 dozen 
other states and in Puerto Rico to help kids learn resiliency after a natural 
disaster.
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A bill sponsored by State Senator Mike McGuire so Cal Fire can investigate 
illegal marijuana growers who pollute water, threaten wildlife and damage 
the environment moving forward to the Governor. The bill to stop the 
practice of clearing forest land to grow illegal weed. It gives Cal Fire up to 
three years to investigate “rogue growers”. McGuire saying it protects 
California’s pristine forestland from clear cutting for cannabis conversions 
which ruins watersheds and pollutes drinking water supplies and kills 
wildlife. McGuire’s office says it’s gotten worse from 2015 to 2017, with 
between 30 and 99 recorded instances.

A lawsuit’s been filed by the City of Eureka against the biggest prescription 
opioid manufacturers in the country. Red Headed Blackbelt news site 
reporting the city also suing three primary wholesale distributors of the drugs 
too alleging the parties violated California’s Unfair Competition Law and 
federal racketeering statute (“RICO”), adding too that their conduct 
constituted a public nuisance, negligence, and unjust enrichment under 
California law. The news site reports Humboldt County was the second 
highest place for overdoses in California. Out of 1,925 people who od’d on 
opioids in the state, 33 were in Humboldt County alone.

2 men in Lower Lake have been arrested on drug and weapons charges. 
Narcotics detectives from the Lake County Sheriff’s Dept served a search 
warrant at the home, and went in thru a locked gate, finding two Hispanic 
men, Carlos Cabadazazueta of Ukiah and Guillermo Cabadadelaherran of 
Lower Lake, one of them armed with a 20 gauge shot gun and the other with 
a .40 caliber handgun. Cops say after multiple commands to put their guns 
down, they finally did and the property was searched. There was a 16 year 
old boy found hiding in bushes with more than $4,700 cash. Detectives 
found marijuana plants growing and more in three hoop style green houses 
for a total of 858 marijuana plants, plus they found almost $5,500. The two 
arrested on several charges including Keeping a Place to Sell Controlled 
Substance, Armed While Committing a Felony and Employing Person Under 
21 to Sell Marijuana. The teen was also turned over to juvenile probation for 
processing.

A man from Fort Bragg is dead after the logging truck he was in crashed on 
Highway 128 near Boonville. The California Highway Patrol reports the 55-
year-old was driving the 2018 Kenworth logging truck which was packed 
with logs. They say he was headed east on Hwy. 128 when he came off the 
road for unknown reasons. They say the driver had withdrawn from the cab, 
he was found on the road and died there. They’re investigating and have not 
said if they suspect alcohol or drugs as a factor. The driver’s name has not 
been released.

PG&E is starting the work to put the hydroelectric Potter Valley Project up 
for sale. Several months ago it was announced the project would be sold. It 
doesn’t produce that much electricity, but it does produce a lot of the water 
for the Ukiah Valley and several other towns along the Russian River. A 
Joint Powers Authority known as the Mendocino County Inland Water and 
Power Commission says it will be part of the auction process. The Mayor 
has apparently asked the city council to consider interest in the facility. Any 
party interested in the auction has to sign a non-disclosure agreement, then 
they’ll be allowed to bid on the project. Then there will be another round of 
non-disclosure requirements for more info on the project. Then they’ll have 
to put together a letter of intent for further consideration.



California’s becoming the first state to have no bail for certain crimes. Now a 
Humboldt County Superior Court Judge says he’s been getting loads of calls 
regarding a so-called risk assessment the county uses. Humboldt County’s 
been using the risk-assessment model a while because of the prison 
realignment several years ago. The judge says the intent in the county was 
to get away from making financially or monetarily based decisions. They did 
that so they didn’t have a jail population issue. The new state law means 
those charged with some misdemeanors could be released within 12 hours 
of being booked without seeing a judge and others would have to go thru a 
risk assessment regarding their history.

Police in Lakeport on the lookout for information about a couple of men they 
say were involved in an attempted murder. Cops say the two may have a 
knife on them and are considered dangerous. It happened Sunday night, 
cops say they got a call to a home where the two suspects Alberto Garcia 
and Antonio Perez confronted another man over a domestic issue and got 
violent with him, hitting the victim in the head with a large, sharp metal 
object. They say the men were possibly driving a pickup truck, a picture of 
the two can be found on the Record Bee website. The men are wanted for 
suspicion of attempted homicide, assault with a deadly weapon and battery. 
Cops say to call if you think you recognize them or send a private Facebook 
message to the department. You can also text 888777 with the words TIP 
LAKEPORT, with your message.

The city of Lakeport is considering officially coming out against a state ballot 
measure to repeal the latest gas tax, Proposition 6. The City Manager is 
asking the City Council at their meeting tonight to oppose the repeal of the 
Repair and Accountability Act of 2017, AKA the Gas Tax or SB 1. The City 
Council to consider the Grand Jury report at their meeting too. Cities are 
required to respond to some, not all, of the findings in the Grand Jury report.

Local elected officials and union leaders together in Sonoma County to 
praise work done after the October firestorm. State Senator Mike McGuire 
was on hand at the pancake breakfast Monday saying they would rebuild 
stronger than ever because of organized labor. He went on to thank those 
there for their sacrifice the past several months. The breakfast was hosted 
yesterday by the North Bay Labor Council at the Carpenters’ Labor Center 
in Santa Rosa. Other speakers were Congressman Jared Huffman, and 
Assembly members Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, and Jim Wood.

Quick work on a new fire near Kelseyville. The fire broke out this weekend 
with residents briefly evacuated in a rural residential area south of 
Kelseyville. Forward progress of the 20 acre fire stopped within a couple of 
hours. The Lake County Sheriff warning residents to stay vigilant after the 
evacuation order was reduced to an advisory, then ultimately lifted. The 
Sheriff went live on Facebook with an update that minimal structures were 
threatened. There was also another fire that started Sunday in Lake County, 
the Ridge Fire was 95 percent contained after charring 36 acres near the 
intersection of Highway 175 and Ridge Road.

The state legislature has advanced a bill to the governor to fight fake news 
online. The bill means the state Department of Education has to have media 
literacy resources on its website by next July. That has to also include 
instructions and professional development programs for educators. The bill 
was introduced by state Sen. Bill Dodd after a study by Stanford showing 82 
percent of middle schoolers couldn’t distinguish between advertisements 
and news stories. Dodd says giving students proper tools so they can 
analyze media they consume, can empower them to make informed 
decisions.



Firefighters near the end of summer, but really it’s the beginning of 
California’s fire season. When the heat stays around and winds pick up. The 
Press Democrat reports there are almost 1,000 fire personnel including 
inmate volunteers from out of state, working the Ranch Fire which has a 
new containment date. There hasn’t been much forward movement on the 
biggest fire ever to burn in the state. It with its twin, the River Fire, as the 
Mendocino Complex have burned 459,123 acres and destroyed 157 homes 
and 123 other structures in Lake and Mendocino counties. The fires are now 
97% contained with full containment now expected next Sunday, Sept. 9th.

A way to get cars to slow down thru certain neighborhoods has been 
approved by the Ukiah City Council. The Daily Journal reports North Coast 
Opportunities has a new pilot project after they visited with residents and 
reported findings to the Ukiah City Council about speeding in the 
Wagenseller and Empire Gardens neighborhoods. The newspaper reports 
the City Engineer saying it’s not a finished project yet and they need council 
input before moving all the way ahead on the project. North Coast 
Opportunities knocked on more than 500 household doors as part of their 
“Neighborhood Resiliency” program getting feedback. They’re now looking 
at so called “demonstration or pop-up projects” or temporary low cost 
solutions. The newspaper reports the goal to get feedback after the pop ups, 
then come up with a possible permanent solution.

The 3rd and final phase of the Rail Trail Project poised to move forward with 
a greenlight by the Ukiah City Council. At their meeting tomorrow, 
councilmembers will be asked to approve the contract to finish the project at 
a cost of nearly 330-thousand dollars. The last part of the project would 
extend the trail a quarter mile from Clara Avenue to Brush Street, add 
crosswalks, a couple of small parks and a new bridge over Orrs Creek. The 
city apparently has the money set aside thru a California Natural Resources 
Agency grant from its Urban Greening Program to pay for the design and 
construction of the project, finishing the Rail Trail to the north boundary of 
the city limits.

A new trail thru wine country along the Russian and Eel Rivers could mean 
the end of the North Coast Railroad Authority. Legislation on the Governor’s 
desk called “The NCRA Closure and Transition to Trails Act” easily passed 
the Senate Friday to transform 300 miles of unused train tracks into what 
would be known as “The Great Redwood Trail.” State Sen. Mike McGuire 
drafted the bill saying it would be the most significant step forward to change 
the crumbling railroad into a world class trail system. It was first introduced 
to totally end the North Coast Rail Authority, but they’re millions in debt. As 
part of the law, if the governor signs it, the Authority would be assessed as 
to the best way to dissolve it.

The latest on the Mendocino Complex Fire. The Ranch Fire is now at 98% 
contained with the last bit burning west of Stonyford near Bonnie View and 
Happy Camp. Firefighters are mopping up other areas and patrolling to 
make sure there are no more hot spots. There’s heavy equipment on the 
scene now repairing firelines and spreading vegetation and building water 
bars so there’s little erosion. They’ve already completed all this on the River 
Fire. Many roads that have been closed to the public remain so. Fire officials 
say there will continue to be smoke and haze in the skies due to several 
fires burning in Northern California. Lots of smoke expected in Stonyford 
and Elk Creek with moderate smoke in Laytonville, Potter Valley, Clear Lake 
communities and the Sacramento Valley.
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A trio of baby raccoons all better after being found without their mother on 
the side of Mill Creek Road in Ukiah. Mendocino Wildlife Association picked 
the babies up in May after they were found crying. The animals were 
brought to Sonoma Wildlife Rescue and were taken care of for three 
months. They were released back to the wild last week in the same spot 
where they were found. The Daily Journal reports the Wildlife Association is 
a new program to help rescue and rehab animals.

A siren test is being conducted by the Lake County Sheriff’s Office and 
South Lake County Fire Protection District. The test to make sure there’s a 
connection between the Sheriff’s Dispatch and four (4) sirens installed to 
advise residents of a possible coming hazard. They’ll only reschedule the 
test this afternoon if there’s an active response to local fires needed. The 
four sites are Middletown, Anderson Springs, Cobb and Loch Lomond. An 
activation signal is being sent to each of the sites, then someone on the 
other side will confirm activation. If it doesn’t signal, it will be repaired. These 
sirens put in to warn residents in case of emergency. The agencies 
encouraging residents to sign up at LakeCoAlerts & Nixle for telephone, text 
and e-mail alerts from the Sheriff’s Office by visiting www.lakesheriff.com .

New wording being considered to be including in Lakeport Unified School 
District non-discrimination policies. The board will consider the edits to 
district policies including immigration status with wording regarding ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, and religious beliefs. The changes in responses to a law 
passed last year, “Educational equity: immigration and citizenship status” 
saying Calif. needs to protect students and make sure regardless of 
immigration status, they get the education they’re entitled to free from 
intimidation or risk of a loss of access to resources and programs that other 
students enjoy. The meeting is tomorrow where other topics will be 
addressed to, like using Measure T funds, beginning-of-year school 
openings, volunteer assistance policies, and chronic absenteeism.

The bill in the legislature to address who will pay for damage after wildfires 
has passed and heads to the governor, with more consumer protections for 
homeowner insurance. The bill passed as lobbyists fought against any 
retroactive relief for the nearly 6,200 homeowners who lost their houses in 
last October’s wildfires. There was as much as $10 billion in home insurance 
claims related to the firestorm. The state insurance commissioner says the 
package of bills passed will help consumers get back on their feet. One of 
the bills by Sen. Bill Dodd allows policyholders to get better protection if 
they’ve been underinsured and had a total loss in a declared state of 
emergency.

A board member from the Lakeport Fire Protection District’s honored by the 
City Council for their service. Lake Co News reports a proclamation was 
also presented to the entire District for their work protecting the city and 
local communities from the Mendocino Complex Fires which are still 
burning. The fires now 98% contained. The news site reports a proclamation 
was presented to Lakeport Fire Protection District Board member Gerry 
Mills, who has served for 20 years and is now retiring. He had also been a 
CHP captain who was the commander of the Clear Lake office and Eureka 
area office before retiring. Mills says the experience he had in Lakeport was 
very positive and a distinct honor working with the fire dept. Then the 
proclamation to the entire department including a time lapse video of the 
fire’s movement.

http://www.lakesheriff.com/


A preschool in Hidden Valley Lake gets accolades. Bundle of Joy Nature 
Preschool got the highest rating, Tier 5, on the Quality Counts California 
matrix. That’s a way to check the quality of child care in California. There’s 
apparently never been another preschool in the county that’s received a Tier 
5 rating. Last year there were eight preschools in Lake County that all got a 
Tier 4 rating. The ratings look at effects of the Quality Rating and 
Improvement System (QRIS), a voluntary statewide program Lake County 
started following in 2015 along with the Lake County Office of Education, or 
LCOE.

A new fire reported in Mendocino County has been slowed quick. Forward 
progress of the so-called Shimmins Fire stopped after it broke out yesterday 
on Highway 162. The CHP was on the scene and had closed the road at the 
intersection of Shimmins Ridge Road and the 101, but highway 162 was 
reportedly open during the incident. The fire reportedly burned at a 
moderate rate of spread, no reports of structures burning or injuries. The 
info from Mendocino Voice, with no confirmation so far from Cal Fire on the 
size of the fire or containment lines.

A new fire has people leaving their homes in Sacramento. The so-called 
Sliger Fire ignited yesterday afternoon around 3 p.m. heading up the foothill 
with immediate mandatory evacuation orders for some homes. The fire was 
first reported at 20 acres then was 70 by late last night. Firefighters have to 
work in rugged terrain off a rural road. Cal Fire reports the road it’s burning 
on, Sliger Mine Road, is narrow, only about 1 1/2 cars wide. Air tankers on 
another local fire were being moved to this newer fire. The fire was 20 
percent contained last night.

The Alameda Police Dept. is investigating a string of attempted sex 
assaults. Cops say they think the attacks could be connected to one man 
that all happened in the last several weeks in western Alameda. One 
woman said a man tried to rape her at the Robert W. Crown State Beach 
Saturday. There was another similar incident yesterday with a man 
described similarly to the one Saturday. There was another attempted attack 
August 6th near the same area. The suspect described as a black man, 
about 20 to 25 years old with short curly hair, about 5’ 5’ or so, with a “thin 
build”.

A volunteer pilot and a mom and daughter in a small plane crash near the 
Palo Alto airport. The pilot killed after the single-engine Mooney M20 
crashed into a pond yesterday on its way back from Redding. The pilot 
trying to go around the Palo Alto Airport when they crashed. The mom, 
Nancy Dellamaria and her 16 year old daughter Chloe went to an area 
hospital. The name of the pilot has not been released, but he was believed 
to be in his 60’s. The airplane apparently operated by a nonprofit providing 
free emergency medical transport for those who have serious conditions but 
can’t afford transport. The girl apparently had a surgery planned at a local 
hospital.

The governor’s got a bill on his desk regarding lawmakers being allowed to 
live outside the districts they represent. The Senate Bill says a lawmakers 
address on their voter registration would be their primary residence as long 
as they’ve lived at that address, but it doesn’t specify for how long. The 
senator who penned the bill says it’s so legislators, who have to travel and 
live at the capital can be effective leaders for their representative districts 
without fearing being targeted by overzealous prosecutors or political 
adversaries. Those against it say it widens the loophole for lawmakers who 
don’t want to live in their districts.
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A discount store in Japan recalling several thousand ‘prank knives’ as they 
actually have real blades in them. Daiso, a chain of bargain household 
shops recalling the Dokkiri Cutters, which are supposed to have dulled 
edges and an indent to look like someone accidentally sliced their own 
finger. The package actually contained real utility knives and the packages 
made it to their shops across Japan. Some folks noticed the indentation was 
not there and the blades weren’t blunt, they were razor sharp.

A Ukiah High School teacher’s been arrested on suspicion of annoying or 
molesting a teen. Police say Benjamin O’Neill was arrested Tuesday for the 
misdemeanor charge. The Ukiah Unified Schools Superintendent sent out a 
statement about O’Neill, a health occupation teacher, saying he’s been put 
on administrative leave while they investigate. The Ukiah Daily Journal 
reports a letter going out saying as a school district, their first responsibility 
is to protect kids in their care and if a staff member’s accused of illegal or 
inappropriate behavior, they conduct a thorough investigation, listening to all 
sides of the story and try to uncover the truth. O’Neill was booked into the 
Mendocino County Jail with documents showing he had posted a $7,500 
bond and was released.

A man in Sonoma Valley’s found guilty of voluntary manslaughter in the 
death of his wife who he claims abused him for years. The prosecution was 
going for a first-degree murder charge against Steven Rothschild for the 
strangulation death of his wife, Juanita at their home in Boyes Hot Springs. 
The jury finding Steven guilty of a lesser crime after evidence and testimony 
from mental health professionals at trial apparently showed Rothschild’s 
story of finally losing it after years of emotional abuse by his wife was true. 
He’ll be sentenced at the end of next month and faces up to 11 years in 
state prison. He would have been facing spending the rest of his life in 
prison for the first degree murder charge.

Another fire’s broken out in Shasta County. The fire quickly blew up to 
5,000-acres yesterday near the Sacramento River leading to evacuations 
and a closure of Interstate 5. The Delta Fire was reported yesterday around 
lunchtime near the 5 north of Lakehead. And within 9 hours it had already 
scorched 5,000 ACRES. Officials say it’s human-caused, but didn’t say 
much more than that. So both sides of Interstate 5 north of Lakehead and at 
the Shasta-Siskiyou county line were evacuated and the highway was 
closed for a stretch of 3 and a half miles north of Redding and pretty close to 
Mount Shasta.

A new pricetag being reported on the repairs to the nation’s tallest dam. 
State officials now say it’ll be $1.1 billion when all is said and done, that’s a 
quarter million more than expected. And the price could go up again. The 
state Dept. of Water Resources says one main reason the price went up is 
hiring additional crews to finish the dam work before the November 1st 
deadline, ahead of winter rains. The two spillways at the Orrovile Dam failed 
and crumbled during heavy rains in February of 2017. That led to 
evacuations of nearly 200-thousand people. Residents got to go home 
within a few days.



An off-duty CHP officer’s accused of shooting two people, including his wife, 
then turning the gun on himself in Amador County. Deputies got a call to Get 
Ripped Nutrition in Martell after reports from a man in the business there 
was an officer outside banging on the door to get in. A deputy got there 11 
mins later and reportedly heard gunshots, then found two people dead and 
a third with a gunshot wound to the shoulder, that was the store owner, who 
had non-life threatening injuries and called in the incident. The husband, off-
duty CHP Officer Brad Wheat is accused of firing thru the store window to 
get in, then there was a struggle with the store owner, the officer and his 
wife in the parking lot that ended with shots fired. The officer and his wife 
dead.

Mendocino County and the City of Ukiah are working with CAL FIRE and 
other stakeholders to come up with fire prevention and mitigation measures. 
The cities of Ukiah, Fort Bragg, Willits, and Point Arena, along with the 
County have applied for a grant to update a Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
(MHMP). Once they get the funding, a plan will start to be fleshed out with 
public input. There’s also work being done separately with various groups, 
including fire agencies for vegetation management to help immediately 
reduce the risk of wildfires. Once plans are identified, public meetings will 
start for community and property owners’ input.

Mendocino College and the Rotary Club of Ukiah are working together on 
programs for the International Day of Peace! It’s happening Friday, 
September 21st. An inaugural International Day of Peace concert and 
performance with Cascada de Flores, dancers from the local SPACE 
Theatre, and Ballet Folklorico of Petaluma at the Mendocino College Center 
Theatre, Ukiah campus. There will be food and a cash bar with proceeds 
benefitting the Rotary Club of Ukiah activities and scholarships for students. 
Tickets for the event are: $15 for adults, $5 for children 12 and under, and 
free for Mendocino College students. To purchase tickets visit 
https://bpt.me/3602118 or call 707-467-1008.

The DMV reports shorter wait times in July and August across the state. It 
comes after there were massive complaints about hours long wait times at 
some offices and hours were added on Saturdays. There was even a 
hearing last month in the state Legislature. More staff have been hired and 
some retired workers brought back to speed things up. The agency blames 
new technology and federal security standards for the Real ID. Officials 
reported back to lawmakers customers without appointments spent about 
100 minutes in line the week ending Aug. 25th. About 50 mins less than 
before. The Real ID’s came into play after the 9/11 terrorist attacks. After 
Oct. 1st 2020, security checkpoints will not allow non-compliant cards and in 
Calif. you have to go to the DMV for them in person.

More than twenty thousand Calif. voter registrations may have been botched 
due to the state’s new motor voter law. The DMV apparently sent a letter to 
the secretary of state reporting incorrect information was sent in on some 
voters regarding their language and political party selections. The agency 
says they’ll send letters to the voters so they can correct the error which 
they say didn’t allow people to register to vote. The Secretary of State Alex 
Padilla saying he was deeply frustrated with the error, but that the agency 
assured them they’ve taken necessary steps to prevent the error from 
happening again.

https://bpt.me/3602118%20or%20call%20707-467-1008
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Now a shortage of pilots working for Calfire due to the busy fire season, 
which started quite early this year. Cal Fire says it’s mostly for low-flying S-
2T tankers for which there are about 2 dozen in the state. The agency says 
four of them have been grounded in the past month on certain days. They 
each drop about 6-10 loads a day. Calfire blames the pilot shortage and the 
tankers being grounded on several things, including pilot fatigue, 
retirements, vigorous training and aircraft having more maintenance 
because of what’s now year-round firefighting demands.

A teenager has died at Yosemite National Park while apparently trying to 
shoot a selfie. Israel’s Foreign Ministry says the teenager was 18-year-old 
Tomer Frankfurter who lost his balance as he tried taking a picture of 
himself at the edge of Nevada Fall. Then he fell 820 feet. The area about a 
5-6 hour hike from the Yosemite Valley. Frankfurter on a two-month trip 
before joining Israel’s army. Reports now of six deaths in Yosemite the last 
five months.

A new law the governor’s signed means if you get an eviction notice, you 
have at least two more days to answer. The governor signed the bill into law 
last week. It means that after a landlords gives tenants three days to pay 
rent or leave, and another five calendar days to respond to an eviction 
lawsuit. The bill stops the clock on Saturday, Sunday or court holidays. 
Supporters say it’ll help those struggling to pay rent during the state’s 
housing crisis.

A Canadian company is investing in Jamaica cannabis. Weed’s been illegal 
in Jamaica for over 100 years until the country legalized medical pot in 
2015. But the first batch of legal weed wasn’t available until February of this 
year. Now the Jamaica Medical Cannabis Corporation out of Canada, which 
exports the weed has put up $2 million with the Jamaican charitable 
organization the National Foundation for the Development of Science and 
Technology (NFDST) so they can identify and catalogue various indigenous 
marijuana varieties. They will apparently contact local growers and try to 
convince them to donate seeds to the project.

Cal Fire says the ranch fire is on track to be contained by the weekend. The 
fire is now 98 percent contained and the last section of uncontained fire is 
west of Stonyford near Bonnie View and Happy Camp. Firefighters continue 
to monitor interior burning west of Stonyford and patrol fire lines in this area. 
Suppression repair work consists of removing dirt berms, spreading cut 
vegetation and building water bars to reduce soil erosion. Hazy conditions 
continue but the smoke should ease in areas near as Ukiah, Potter Valley 
and those surrounding Clear Lake.

Insured losses as a result of the Mendocino Complex fires are currently at 
more than 56-million dollars. California’s insurance commissioner said 
yesterday that combined with the Carr Fire that burned in Shasta and Trinity 
counties, insured losses totaled about 845-million dollars to date. By 
comparison, insured losses from the October fires were almost 10-billion 
dollars, making them the costliest fires in U.S. History. The Tubbs Fire 
destroyed over five-thousand-600 structures and killed 22 people.

A deadline is coming up for people who want help for fire-related losses 
from North Coast Opportunities. The agency says it will accept those 
applications until next Friday, September 14th. NCO officials say they have 
already started handing out checks to people affected by the fires. They say 
the priority in the new applications will be the those who have lost everything 
in the Mendocino Complex, Eel and Pawnees fires. They are also looking for 
donations to replenish the relief fund. You can find out more at the website 
www.ncoinc.org

http://www.ncoinc.org/


A state investigation is finding staff abandoned residents of senior care 
homes during the October wildfires. Regulators began proceedings 
yesterday to pull the licenses of Santa Rosa care homes owned by 
Oakmont Senior Living. The investigation by the state Department Of Social 
Services found that around 100 elderly residents were left stranded by 
poorly trained staff members at the Varenna and Villa Capri facilities in 
Fountaingrove. Meanwhile, Oakmont Senior Living denies any wrongdoing 
and has 15 days to file an appeal.

The Delta Fire burning in Shasta County is up to 22-thousand acres and a 
portion of Interstate 5 remains closed. The blaze began Wednesday 
afternoon in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest and is still zero percent 
contained. About 45 miles of Interstate 5 is closed in both directions, and 
evacuation orders are in place for three counties. At least 300 structures are 
threatened, including 150 homes, as over one-thousand-200 firefighters 
battle the wild

PG and E has started the process of selling off its Potter Valley hydroelectric 
project, which consists of two dams along the upper Main Stem Eel River, a 
powerhouse in Potter Valley, and about 5,600 acres of land, including Lake 
Pillsbury in Lake County. The utility has owned the project since 1930 and 
the Cape Horn and Scott dams date to the early part of the 20th century. PG 
and E will continue to operate the project during the auction process. The 
qualified buyer will then take over the license, which expires in 20-22. There 
is no starting asking price. PG and E first announced plans to sell in May.

The owners of the Mendocino Railway, which operates the Skunk Train, 
have come to an agreement to buy 70 acres of land from Georgia Pacific in 
Fort Bragg. The land is part of the former millsite which has been unused 
since G P pulled out in the 2000’s. Skunk Train officials say their plans 
include a new depot, a resort hotel, and medium- to high-density housing. 
The proposal would also preserve the last remaining building on the land. 
The president of Mendocino Railway says their vision is pretty much in line 
with what Fort Bragg city officials have in mind for the land. The deal with 
GP could be finalized in the next couple months.

Lake County government offices have a backlog of work and so the county 
has decided to adjust public hours to deal with it. Starting next week and 
going through March 10, the county will run a pilot program of hours of 
Monday through Thursday, 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, excluding holidays. The 
county been hit hard in its budget and has several staff vacancies it has 
been unable to fill, leading to the backup of work. The affected offices are all 
at the country courthouse building—as well as some outlying locations. 
Officials say the number of employees will remain the same and that only 
the public hours will change. Among the departments NOT effected—the 
sheriff’s office and the library. The board of supervisors unanimously 
approved the Friday closures.

Climate change will be the topic at a pair of weekend gatherings in Ukiah. 
The group Climate Action Mendocino will host a meeting from 9:00 to noon 
on Saturday at the Ukiah Farmers Market. That will be followed by a forum 
from 1:30 to 4:00 at the Mendocino Ag building on North Bush Street. That 
forum will feature a

No charges are being filed against a Florida woman accused of sticking her 
son’s head in a toilet. Leesburg Police announced this week that Kaitlyn 
Wolf is off the hook for now for recently sticking her three-year-old son’s 
head in a toilet and flushing it. It’s known as a “swirly” and Wolf told 
authorities it was all just a joke. She could still face legal action in the future 
and the state’s child services division is still looking into the case. 
Investigators say there were no signs of physical injuries.
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The Coastal Commission meeting in Fort Bragg to hear from Caltrans on its 
proposed geotechnical study to renovate or replace the Albion River Bridge. 
Some residents in Albion want Caltrans to keep the bridge in place and 
reportedly want the commission to say no to any geotechnical work before 
there’s an environmental review on the whole project. But the agency says 
it’ll be safer to replace the old bridge which would also be a smarter 
economical move due to old rusting bolts and cracking timbers so it would 
be more expensive to maintain than to replace. The argument over how to 
take care of the crumbling bridge has been ongoing for years. The Albion 
River Bridge was built in 1944 and is the only steel suspension bridge on the 
California coast now. The Coastal Commission meeting on the matter 
Wednesday as part of a three-day session in Fort Bragg.

Consideration by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors to potentially 
change ordinance rezoning on two parcels of land in Ukiah. The property at 
120 and 140 Feed Lot Lane about a mile and a half from downtown, 
covering about 1.2 acres. If approved it would change from Zoned Limited 
Industrial to General Commercial so it’s in line with the General Plan 
designation. The Daily Journal reports the county Department of Planning 
and Building Services has asked the Board of Supervisors to approve a 
rezoning after reviewing the proposal.

The firefighter from Utah killed while working on the Mendocino Complex fire 
will be honored by the Lake County Board of Supervisors. The meeting 
tomorrow morning in Lakeport can be seen online at the county website too. 
They’ll honor Draper City Fire Battalion Chief Matthew Burchett for his 
dedication, service and ultimate sacrifice in response to the Ranch fire. 
Burchett was killed by a falling tree during a retardant drop August 13th. The 
board also has to continue the proclamation for a local health emergency by 
the Lake County health officer due to the Pawnee fire and the Mendocino 
Complex fire, for which the board will also hear a status report.

A fire has grown several hundred acres in Napa County. The so-called Snell 
Fire is at 2,400 acres and 20-percent contained. The fire started Saturday 
by the Berryessa Estates subdivision close to Middletown. The fire’s 
threatening about 180 structures, but there’s been no structures damaged or 
destroyed so far. There are evacuations in place though on the west side of 
Berryessa Knoxville Road from Pope Creek Bridge to Lake-Napa County 
line, Snell Valley Road and all roads to Snell Valley, and Berryessa Estates. 
They have set up an evacuation center at Pope Valley Farm Center. No 
word so far on how the fire started.

The Knoxville Management Area in the Berryessa Snow Mountain National 
Monument is closed due to the Snell fire. The Ukiah office of the Bureau of 
Land Management closed the area temporarily including the Knoxville Off-
Highway Vehicle Recreation Area, Northside Staging Area, Hunting Creek 
Campground and the Knoxville Area of Critical Environmental Concern. 
Officials say it’s to protect public land users from the active wildfire, to keep 
firefighters safe and shield natural resources. It’s all closed until further 
notice. The Cow Mountain Recreation Area was damaged badly in the 
Mendocino Complex fire and is also closed to all access. There are also 
several fire restrictions in place due to fire weather including no target 
shooting and a ban on all campfires and open flame.



The Gov. has signed an executive order to keep the state’s unique plants, 
animals and ecosystems safe due to a threat from climate change. Governor 
Brown’s order says there should be a more thoughtful and systemic 
approach to climate change considering the vast web of relationships that 
tie together the myriad elements of California’s ecosystems. Apparently 
there are more species of plants and animals in California than any other 
state in the country. The ecosystem includes about 650 species of birds, 
220 mammals, 75 amphibians, 70 freshwater fish, over 100 marine fish and 
mammals and about 6,500 native plants, 2,000 or more are rare. So now 
the Department of Food and Agriculture and the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife will work to save existing plants and animals and restore and protect 
habitat across both working and wild places.

The Gov. signed a couple of bills blocking any new offshore oil drilling 
saying no to any pipeline construction in the state, or any infrastructure 
needed to transport oil and gas from federal waters to state land. State 
Senator Mike McGuire says the state has now drawn a line in the sand to 
block the Trump administration’s plans to open up new offshore oil drilling 
along our, “treasured coast” and he says the Gov. will therefore protect our 
$40 billion coastal economy, fisheries, and the environment.

A man with a lengthy criminal history accused of the rape and murder of six 
women in the 1970’s yelled out to the jury as his trial started he was not 
guilty. Rodney Halbower on trial for two murders in San Mateo County and 
Reno, NV. The deaths were called the Gypsy Hill Killings back then. The 
cold case heated up in 2014 when Halbower who yelled “I have never raped 
or murdered in my life!” to the jury Friday, was arrested. His outburst led to 
his lawyer requesting a mistrial. But the prosecutor argued the outburst was 
staged. The Judge said no and the trial continues.

Groups trying to keep California’s health-care system in place want 
Governor Jerry Brown to sign a Senate Bill to limit short-term insurance 
plans, called skinny plans. The Trump administration allowing the plans for 
three years to increase competition and offer a lower-cost alternative. State 
Senator Ed Hernandez, who authored SB 910, says the plans are "junk 
insurance" that’ll rob consumers of important protections.

Cut 84345 :15 "They don’t realize that they can get kicked off with a 
pre-existing condition. There’s no max amount of out-of-pocket 
expenses. If they get some kind of devastating health condition, it 
could lead them into bankruptcy, so I don’t think it’s in the best 
interest of the state of California."

Tag: The short-term plans are exempt from the requirements of the 
Affordable Care Act, so many don’t cover mental health, maternity or 
pediatric care. Supporters say plans could lure young, healthy people 
out of the Covered California insurance market so there would be 
older, sicker people in the risk pool which would drive premiums sky-
high. Brown has until September 30th to sign the bill, veto it, or let it 
become law without his signature.

Second Cut: Brown also is considering a bill to limit association health 
plans, one to prevent eligibility restrictions to force Medi-Cal recipients 
to work, and another to safeguard A-C-A rules that require health plans 
to spend 80 percent of their premiums on health care. Hernandez says 
President Trump’s playing politics with people’s lives by undermining 
the A-C-A.

Cut 85345 :12 "I think it’s political sabotage to destabilize the market. I 
think he’s playing to the base. At the end of the day, this is a system 
that’s working and I think it’s just pure politics to try to repeal it."
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Tag 1: Republicans have tried and failed several times to repeal the A-
C-A. However, they did pass the Tax Bill, which removed the federal 
mandate to buy insurance.

The California Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery has crews 
out clearing wildfire debris from the Carr Fire in Shasta County and the 
Klamathon Fire in Siskiyou County. It’ll be a two-phase cleanup with the 
leadership of the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services and local 
governments, with no out-of-pocket cost to homeowners. First the state 
Dept. of Toxic Substances Control will take out hazardous debris like 
asbestos, siding or pipe insulation, paints, batteries, flammable liquids, and 
other materials. Then CalRecycle contractors will take out contaminated soil, 
ash, metal, concrete, and other debris to restore properties to pre-fire 
conditions.

A grocery store employee in Ohio busted for eating thousands in lunch 
meat. The alleged thieving took place over an eight year period. Police say 
as much as $9,200 eaten in ham at a Giant Eagle near Canton, Ohio. The 
local Sheriff says there’s been no arrest just a report written up so far. That 
was sent to the prosecutor’s office to decide if any charges would be filed.

One of the country’s busiest highways, Interstate 5, closed for 45 miles due 
to a wildfire. The highway goes almost 1,400 miles from Mexico to Canada. 
The stretch closed because of the Delta Fire for several days finally reopens 
Monday morning after being closed in both directions from 10 miles north of 
Redding to near Mount Shasta. The fire burned cars left on the side of the 
road and big rigs with reports some truckers were pulled from their burning 
rigs. The fire’s burning pretty much out of control in Shasta and Trinity 
counties. It’s scorched nearly 41,000 acres and is only 5% contained. The 
fire apparently human caused, but no word how.

All the mandatory evacuation orders and road closures for the Snell Fire in 
Napa County have been lifted. Those evacuated are being warned though, 
that it could happen again because of erratic fire conditions. The fire added 
about 90 acres overnight and is now up to 30 percent containment. It’s 
burned close to 2,500 acres. It’s burning in remote land near Lake 
Berryessa and 7 miles southeast of Middletown. 180 homes and other 
structures were threatened, which is where many were evacuated, mostly in 
Berryessa Estates. Apparently cooler weather helped firefighters.

Still one stubborn section of the Ranch Fire has the fire staying at 98% 
containment. But officials say they still expect 100% containment by today. 
There’s more than 670 miles of fire line where they’ll handle suppression 
repair work, so far that’s done on 69 percent of the fire line. That work 
includes cutting hazard trees for firefighter safety, reducing dirt berms, 
spreading cut vegetation and building water bars to minimize soil erosion. 
The fire camps in Ukiah and Stonyford and being merged into one in 
Stonyford only, that’s where most of the rest of the suppression repair work 
remains. The fire with the River Fire is at 98% containment even though the 
River Fire’s been contained for weeks, the fire’s have burned more than 
459,000 acres.

A man’s been killed in a car crash in Calpella. The California Highway Patrol 
reports the unidentified man was driving west on Eastside Calpella Road 
and went off the road in his 2002 BMW south of Highway 20 eastbound and 
rolled. The car stopped on its roof and the driver died on the scene. CHP 
officers say he did not use safety equipment. There was a 52-year-old 
woman with him who was taken to the hospital with moderate injuries. The 
two both from Lakeport.



A warning in Calif. to say away from recreationally harvested mussels until 
the end of October. Officials warning of dangerous levels of domoic acid 
which is also known as Amnesic Shellfish Poisoning or ASP. It can get 
people sick and even cause death. There’s also a warning to stay away 
from sport-harvested razor clams from Del Norte and Humboldt counties for 
the same reason, too high of levels of domoic acid. The FDA says “biotoxins 
may increase to unsafe levels in the shellfish that feed on the micro-algae.” 
Commercially sold clams, mussels, scallops or oysters are safe to eat since 
they go thru a lot of testing regularly.

Dozens of fire rescue animals from the Mendocino Complex have been up 
for adoption. The Lake County Animal Care & Control center in Lakeport 
says the pets are available to a forever home after they were evacuated 
from their previous homes during the recent fires. The Record Bee reports 
the shelter manager saying most people are able to come back for their 
pets, but some cannot. They have a 30 day “hold period” after the final 
evacuation order is lifted after a fire, then animals are put up to the public for 
adoption. There was a stream of folks at the shelter yesterday. The shelter 
had about a dozen cats, a dozen dogs, and a goat. There had been almost 
400 animals when the Mendocino Complex evacuations first happened.

The 100th weather station has been installed by PG&E. The stations gather 
meteorological data to help predict extreme wildfire danger. The weather 
stations installed as further safety precautions after the 2017 wildfires. So 
PG& E is part of a Community Wildfire Safety Program to help reduce 
wildfire threats and help keep their customers, families and communities 
informed. A spokesperson for the company says the giant utility has 
installed more than 100 new weather stations since the beginning of the 
year. Four are in Lake County and another 200 in high firethreat areas will 
be put in. Some counties already have them including Butte, Calaveras, 
Contra Costa, Mendocino, Napa, Shasta and Sierra. The data shared in real 
time with sources like the National Weather Service.

Still not 100%, but almost for the Mendocino Complex after nearly six weeks 
burning. The fire’s charred more than 459,120-acres and is 98-percent 
contained with one area still burning out of the containment lines in the 
Ranch Fire. The River Fire was contained almost a month ago. The area of 
the Mendocino Forest which is burning remains closed. So there’s no public 
use allowed including hunting, using firearms and off-road vehicles.

There’s two confirmed deaths due to the West Nile virus in Calif. The deaths 
happened in Glenn and Yuba counties. Lake Co News reports the state 
Public Health Officer Dr. Karen Smith says it’s still the peak period for the 
virus in Calif. so they’re urging residents to take all precautions to protect 
themselves against mosquito bites. There’s been 56 human cases of the 
virus in 21 California counties this year. There’s also been more than 420 
dead birds found from 18 counties that tested positive this year and another 
1,600 or so positive mosquito samples from 28 counties.

An ambitious goal in Calif to slowly phase out all fossil fuels. The Governor 
signing new legislation yesterday as part of his push to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions in the state. The bill signing ahead of a summit in San 
Francisco hosted by Gov. Brown with climate change leaders from around 
the world this week. The new law to ensure California utility companies 
generate 60 percent of energy from wind, solar and other renewable 
sources by 2030 and that they use only carbon-free sources for electricity by 
2045. There’s nothing that says it will be illegal or there will be a penalty for 
not meeting the goal. Brown says it won’t be easy, but it has to be done.



More than 30 suspected gang members have been arrested for a massive 
credit card fraud scheme. The Calif. Atty. General announced yesterday 32 
people arrested for stealing as much as $1 million by hacking credit card 
terminals and merchant accounts at medical and dental businesses. The 
announcement of a 240-count indictment against members of the BullyBoys 
and CoCo Boys including conspiracy to commit grand theft; hacking, 
computer access and fraud; burglary; and eight counts of identity theft. Cops 
also found laptops and personal files with social security numbers and bank 
information. All across Northern Cali.People have been sent from their homes in Marin County after a vegetation 
fire breaks out and burns out of control. The fire at Samuel P. Taylor State 
Park had burned 100 acres across steep terrain this morning. It started 
under a local fire lookout last night and was said to be threatening nearly 3 
dozen structures. The fire was about 10 percent contained late last night 
with fire officials saying they were making good progress using bulldozers, 
hand crews, water tenders and engines. Residents located near the fire 
area who were not evacuated were being told to monitor local news media 
and follow any instructions they got from Marin County Fire or Sheriff 
officials.

A new report shows almost 20 percent of cannabis products to be sold in 
California had failed potency and purity tests since requirements went into 
effect July 1st. The worst of the testing on cannabis-infused cookies, 
candies and tinctures: about a-third tested cannot be sold. And separately 
testing companies also found unacceptable levels of pesticides, solvents 
and bacteria, including E. coli and salmonella. The Associated Press reports 
in the first two months almost 11,000 samples had been tested with about 
2,000 failing. The state Bureau of Cannabis Control reports the testing is 
new and will take time for it to go smoothly, but they’re happy so far with the 
way things are progressing.

A $15,000 reward for any information on the shooting death of an 
endangered Calif. Condor. Officials report the bird was shot in July on 
private property near the Bitter Creek National Wildlife Refuge in Kern 
County. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service was offering a $5,000 reward but 
then yesterday the Center for Biological Diversity tripled it.

A man in Massachusetts is celebrating a big anniversary… 50 years of 
employment… at McDonalds. Alfred Caproni started out flipping burgers at 
their Pittsfield location before there ever was a Big Mac. Then moved to their 
North Adams location, where he’s been since. The now 73 year old 
celebrated his 50th anniversary with the fast-food joint last week. He joked 
in a local newspaper report that he has cooked so many burgers over the 
years, he ended up with carpal tunnel syndrome. He says he never left 
because the working environment was really fun and keeps him young. He 
even met his wife there…

A man has been arrested in Washington state on a one million dollar 
warrant out of Lake County. Clearlake police had been investigating Harry 
Vandyke of Las Vegas for the sexual abuse of a minor under the age of 18. 
Police asked the U-S Marshall’s Fugitive Task Force to help find the man 
who’s now in custody. He’s also reportedly waived extradition and was taken 
to Clearlake last Thursday and booked into the Lake County Jail. Police 
asking the public if they have any info on the case to call the police 
department and are reminding the public that sexual assault survivors can 
get crisis intervention counseling for free, including legal and medical help or 
to get referrals on other resources.
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A project to add parking spots and help traffic flow better has begun at the 
Elk River Trailhead in the Headwaters Forest Reserve. That means there 
may be traffic snarls or less access to the area while the project gets 
underway. The BLM reports they’re trying to minimize interruptions to 
access but there may be times it’s limited for public safety. There will be a 
bigger parking lot so that 25 vehicles can fit along with vans and school 
buses. Plus it’ll be easier to maneuver in the area which provides the 
primary access into the 7,400-acre forest reserve. There will also be a 
paved section for accessibility with signs going up about the natural history 
of the reserve. The project continues thru next month.

A public alert and warning test in Sonoma County. The Mendocino County 
Office of Emergency Services reports on the test tomorrow between 10am-
12pm where notifications will be sent out via cell phones, and on radio and 
TV. Those close to the alerting area could see an alert on their cell phone 
with a special tone and vibration, along with a brief text. So since it’s so 
close to Mendocino County, some residents there may also get a notification 
since Sonoma and Mendocino Counties share local radio and TV stations 
and have cell towers serving residents in both counties.

A man from Richmond who used to be employed by the Contra Costa 
County public defenders office has been arrested for a conspiracy to 
prevent a police informant from testifying. It was a murder for hire that ended 
up with the death of the wrong person. William Edwards Jr. had previously 
pleaded no contest to a similar crime 12 years ago. In that case the key 
witness to an Oakland murder was killed. Family members of that victim 
complained his sentence was too lenient and he’d do it again. Now Edwards 
is charged with the murder in June of Taison Calderon-Lopez in a case of 
mistaken identity, he was not the witness in an attempted murder, but 
apparently looked similar and drove a similar car.

A shootout in Covelo leads to the arrest of two people. Mendocino County 
Deputies got a call to the shooting where Round Valley Tribal Police had 
already responded and ordered one of two people shooting to stop, they 
dropped their shotgun and the man was detained. Multiple Wardens from 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife also came to the scene and the second 
person was found but didn’t listen to police commands and ran. That man 
Isaac Islas lived on the same property as the other man, Loren Riley. The 
two men in different gangs and had been in an earlier altercation. Riley on 
probation and not allowed to have a weapon, and Islas also cannot have 
one because of prior criminal convictions. The two arrested on several 
crimes with Riley held on no bail and Islas held on $55,000.00 bail.

Preparation for repair and restoration work ongoing on the Mendocino 
Complex fire which is still not entirely contained. The fires have burned 
459,123 acres on federal, state, tribal and private lands. The Ranch Fire is 
98 percent contained, the largest fire to ever burn in Calif. Alone it’s burned 
more than 410,200 acres, it’s twin, the River Fire was fully contained nearly 
a month ago at 48,920 acres. Suppression work is being done still with 
about 30% left to cover of 672 miles of fireline constructed. The Burned 
Area Emergency Response team reports the Snow Mountain Wilderness 
has not been assessed yet, but noted the fire burned thru the whole off 
highway vehicle trail system, damaged trail segments, burned or 
compromised culverts and bridges and impacted campgrounds, day use 
areas, trailheads, and signs. The team will now focus on hazard trees before 
reopening to the public.



The Mendocino County Planning and Building Services representatives at 
the Board of Supervisors meeting talking fire recovery from last year’s fall 
fires. The department reports getting a $1 million Cal Fire grant to remove 
hazardous trees on private property and says they’ve applied for more than 
$13 million more in grants for fire recovery. That doesn’t include FEMA and 
Cal OES money already received. There was also a Fish and Wildlife grant 
of $754,000. They also reported working on a couple of fire recovery 
projects in Redwood Valley which should be done by next year.

A reminder as the latest wildfires in our area wind down to be mindful of 
possible scammers. The National Center for Disaster Fraud, part of the 
Department’s Criminal Division, with a call center at Louisiana State 
University in Baton Rouge gets disaster fraud complaints and reminds the 
public to watch out for someone pretending to be a cop, saying they can 
help with claims to insurance companies, try to get charitable donations, 
promising high investment returns on money folks have left over from 
recovery and cleanup efforts. Also to look out for price gouging, contractor 
fraud, debris removal fraud and of course theft, looting, and other violent 
crimes. Report fraud to the National Center for Disaster Fraud Hotline at 
866-7205721 or disaster.

A hike in construction costs has Lakeport community members complaining 
that certain projects should have been done by now related to Measure T. 
The Lakeport Unified School District and board of trustees criticized last 
week as parents and community members filed in to the meeting and 
complained about the district’s prioritization of bond-funded projects, 
especially building a new swimming pool. Lake Co News reports there were 
dozens at the meeting last Thursday, where they usually only get a handful. 
Most of the four hours spent talking about the pool which was deemed 
seismically unsafe and built wrong to begin with. Now there are leaks, but 
there’s only 3 million of 17 million dollars of the 2014 bond money left. The 
board and district officials blamed rising construction costs after wildfires.

A virtual Mendocino Complex Recovery meeting’s set. As the final stretch of 
containment looks sure on the Ranch Fire and cleanup is starting after land 
assessment. The meeting tonight at 6 on Facebook at the Lake County 
Government page. The meeting is live and questions will be responded to in 
real time. Anyone with seriously damaged properties should already be 
having their properties cleared in phase one by the Department of Toxic 
Substances Control which started Monday and will continue thru Friday, 
Sept. 21st. The next phase is hazardous wildfire debris removal off private 
properties run by CalRecycle.

A man from Lakeport who was killed in a car crash last weekend has been 
id’d. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office says 52 year old Reynaldo 
Castillo Esquivel died in the Sunday crash. He was in a 2002 BMW sedan 
northbound on Eastside Calpella Road south of Highway 20 and went off 
the road, then rolled, and stopped on its roof. He died at the scene. The 
CHP reported he was not using safety equipment in the crash and that he 
had a passenger aboard who was taken to a hospital. She’s only identified 
as a 52-year-old Lakeport woman.



A nearly one hundred year old state law to ban handgun ads at gun shops is 
no more. A judge has ruled the state has not shown the ads would prevent 
suicides or crime. The law from back in 1923 that there would be no 
handgun ads at gun shops visible from outside the store. State officials were 
saying they would create more impulsive people to purchase a gun and 
those types of people were more likely to commit suicides or crime. But the 
law didn’t forbid ads for other firearms. The judge saying the Government 
can’t restrict speech persuading adults, who are neither criminals nor suffer 
from mental illness, from purchasing a legal and constitutionally protected 
product due to a distrust of a personality trait and decisions that personality 
trait may lead them to make later down the road.

The latest fire burning in Shasta County, the Delta Fire is almost at 54,000 
acres, larger than the River Fire, part of the Mendocino Complex. The Delta 
Fire started 10 miles north of Redding last weekend. It’s now 15 percent 
contained. The fire human caused is now burning near Lakehead with 
erratic behavior and windy conditions. The fire had closed several miles of 
Interstate 5 between Redding and Mount Shasta, but only one lane is open 
now for about 17 miles. It was closed for a 45-mile stretch for nearly a week. 
But flammable vehicles like gas tankers or trucks with lumber aboard are not 
allowed on the stretch. Some cars and big rigs were abandoned there and 
burned. There are also still evacuation orders in place throughout areas of 
Shasta and Trinity counties. Updated evacuation info’s on the Shasta, 
Siskiyou and Trinity County sheriff’s offices’ Facebook pages.

A private contractor who was headed to a fire in the Tahoe National Forest 
has been killed in a car crash. The Tahoe National Forest reports Tony 
Flores of Kent Siller Trucking, a bulldozer operator assigned to the fire died 
in a crash yesterday on the way to an incident command post at Blue 
Canyon Airport. Flores had worked for the trucking company for more than 
20 years. The fire in the Tahoe National Forest has burned more than 1100 
acres. The North Fire is 85 percent contained. The trucking company’s 
owner told U.S. Forest Service officials Flores had an “outstanding work 
ethic”

The new budget’s been adopted by the Lakeport Fire District Board of 
Directors which cuts three full-time firefighters. The budget talk spurred 
questions and comments from audience members with ideas also brought 
forward. Only one of the directors reportedly against the new budget, and 
one was absent. The directors met first behind closed doors with a labor 
negotiator from the Firefighter’s Union ending with no deal. The union 
reportedly offering to accept a 10 percent cut in salaries with four people on 
staff and the board came back with three people and a 10 percent pay cut. 
But there was no agreement. No word on which firefighters will be let go.

The BLM, Cal Fire and local fire departments reportedly working with an 
agricultural engineer on fire prevention ideas. The Record Bee reports Jared 
Hendricks grew up in the area. He says gone are the days when controlled 
fires with Cal Fire for free can be done on private land. He says it could start 
happening again though as more grants will become available for private 
landowners for fuel reduction projects which can include controlled burns. 
Some government groups are also reportedly applying for similar grants. 
Local government, tribal organizations, fire and water districts and nonprofits 
can get their hands on grant funding. Cal Fire has millions available to do 
work like removing dead or dying trees.
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A meeting with the Interagency Burned Area Emergency Response, or 
BAER, team after the assessment of federal lands after the Mendocino 
Complex fire. The meeting hosted by the Bureau of Land Management at 
the Ukiah Field Office. Lake Co News reports the BLM looking for public 
input from outdoor enthusiasts and others regarding burned land. The news 
site reports more than 80,000 acres of BLM-managed public lands are 
blackened after the Pawnee, County, River and Ranch fires this year. 
There’s also major damage to trails on the Cow Mountain Recreation 
Management Area from the River Fire. The BLM has a map on their website 
now showing the BAER team assessment and impacts from the Mendocino 
Complex fires on federal lands.

The Snell fire in Napa County is gaining containment and has not grown 
much more. The fire’s at just under 2,500 acres and now 75% contained. 
The fire started last Saturday southeast of Middletown by the Berryessa 
Estates subdivision, which had been evacuated after the fire started. Right 
now Cal Fire crews are patrolling the fire and mopping up.

A trio of outreach events by SafeRx in Lake County regarding the opioid 
crisis. Lake Co News reports the company’s also sending representatives to 
meet with state legislators to gain support. They’re focused on Medically-
Assisted Treatments which they say has been proven to reduce OD’s. 
AmeriCorps has also assigned volunteers to help with the crisis. SafeRx is 
trying to bring awareness to the epidemic with youth education, with law 
enforcement, medically-assisted treatments, Naloxone distribution (an 
overdose reversal medicine), safe prescribing, data collection and analysis, 
community enrichment, partnerships and outreach. The events are 
September 15th at Austin Park, Clearlake; Sept. 19th and 20th at the Lake 
County Fairgrounds and again at the Fairgrounds for an event October 13th. 
For more info www.saferxlakecounty.org.

The former acting chief of the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority is back on the job 
after an extended leave. Kirk Thomsen reportedly back at work as a captain. 
He was the interim chief last year after the former chief John Bartlett 
suddenly retired. But then Thomsen went on leave last December for 
unknown reasons. The Daily Journal reports the city manager would not 
comment and wouldn’t confirm or deny if there was an internal investigation 
going on. The newspaper also reports an employee of the fire department 
said they were getting a bunch of Public Information Requests, including 
one asking for several text messages sent and received by Thomsen. In the 
meantime the department is still searching for a chief. Right now two division 
chiefs share the fire chief job.

Sonoma County had a dry run of their newly overhauled emergency alert 
system. Text messages sent out from the county yesterday to thousands of 
cellphones in five areas via the federal Wireless Emergency Alerts system, 
which is the same system not used for last October’s wildfires. The Press 
Democrat reports the test may be the first of its kind on the West Coast. The 
messages sent to cellphones in Guerneville, Glen Ellen, Kenwood, 
Healdsburg, Penngrove and Roseland. There were texts and TV and radio 
tests thru the federal Emergency Alert System. A report shows some 
spillover on the text messages in the areas they were sent to, received then 
in Rohnert Park and Petaluma and as far out as Graton and The Sea 
Ranch. And some in Guerneville never got it at all. Officials say it was still a 
success because now they’ve identified potential trouble spots.

http://www.saferxlakecounty.org/


After a traffic stop in Humboldt County, two people have been arrested with 
drugs. Deputies say Anthony Pollette of Redway gave them a phony name 
and when they told him to get out of the car he tried to run away but was 
quickly captured. He was booked into the Humboldt County Jail on three 
felonies including battery on an emergency responder, resisting arrest and 
criminal threats, all warrants. Plus he had a billy club on him and has been 
charged now with false identification to a peace officer, resisting arrest and 
possession of a controlled substance. The driver of the car Kayla Austin of 
Redway, cited and released for possession of a controlled substance and 
possession of drug paraphernalia.

Daily flyovers by Pacific Gas and Electric Company for possible fires in their 
service area. There are a couple of new areas of patrol this year too. All part 
of their work with the U.S. Forest Service, CAL FIRE and local fire 
companies. The utility company says fires in the state have been growing 
with size and intensity so they have to adapt and try to help prevent more 
fires. The patrols have been ongoing since June 1st and go on thru about 
Halloween. The patrols in Redding, from Humboldt to Lake County, Redding 
to Auburn in the Northern Sierra, Auburn to Sonora in the Central Sierra, 
Sonora to Porterville in the Southern Sierra, Vacaville to Solvang near the 
coast, Redding to Hoopa to MacArthur (in Siskiyou County and northeastern 
Shasta County) and in Mendocino County.

A complaint’s been filed against the campaign to preserve the state’s recent 
gas tax hike. The Fair Political Practices Commission got a complaint from 
the competing campaign saying state employees gave out fliers to get 
voters to keep the tax increase in place. The workers reportedly private 
contractors who are employed by the California Transportation Department. 
Caltrans is investigating but says they think those involved were not 
Caltrans employees. Proposition 6 could repeal the recent gas tax. Some 
Republican lawmakers and other groups support Proposition 6, but 
construction companies and unions representing construction workers are 
trying to defeat the initiative saying it funds needed road repairs.

A record almond crop this year at nearly 2 and a half billion pounds and 
walnuts are not far behind. But almonds may sit in the state due to the 
President’s tariffs. China has a 50 percent tariff on almonds so if almonds 
are shipped there the Chinese government gets paid more money. The 
same could happen with walnuts but the California Walnut Commission 
reports they’re trying to negotiate a way around the issue. The harvest this 
year has reportedly yielded 10 percent more than last year at 690,000 tons.

A UC Berkeley staffer says donating a kidney to a stranger… no big deal. 
Katherine Walsh says she liked doing something people don’t normally do 
that’s desperately needed. She’s a fundraiser for the College of Chemistry 
and says donating a kidney’s not as bad as it sounds. No word on who she 
donated to.

There could be penalties or punishment on the way for several San 
Francisco cops after racist and homophobic text messages were sent. The 
matter ended up in the California Supreme Court which has said no to the 
officers appeal, upholding a lower court ruling that the Police dept. can 
discipline the officers who texted the messages during a 2011-2012 federal 
corruption investigation. A court had ruled the officers could not be 
disciplined because the department waited too long, but then another court 
overturned that in May. So now disciplinary hearings can be held in front of 
the police commission.
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A new study shows an older generation are smoking more weed. The study 
in the journal Drug and Alcohol Dependence shows middle age and older 
adults are partaking quite a bit. The data pulled from the National Survey on 
Drug Use and Health from 2015 and 2016 of adults in the U-S between 50 
and 64 years old. It showed 9 percent used a year before and 3 percent of 
those over 65 used weed during the time of the study. The survey a couple 
years before showed 7 percent of middle-aged Americans used marijuana 
with only 1.4 percent of people over 65.

The Wine Industry having another banner year. Info from the latest 
Mendocino County Crop Report presented this week to the Board of 
Supervisors. The agricultural commissioner at Tuesday’s Board meeting 
showing the wine industry keeps shining, but the timber industry is still 
declining. The latest report from 2016 shows the wine industry making 120 
million as opposed to what used to be the biggest industry in the county, 
timber, which made $80 million. Production for wine grapes at about $88 
million in 2015 and now $120 million in 2016. All of the county’s agriculture 
pulled in more than $165,837,000 dollars with fruit and nuts making most of 
that.A man has been hurt in a fire that gutted his mobile home in Ukiah. The fire 
on Wabash Avenue reportedly destroyed the man’s home yesterday 
afternoon. The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority reports the home in flames when 
they got there after a neighbor apparently heard an explosion. They 
reported seeing one side of the trailer home ignite and called 911. Then 
several neighbors armed with fire extinguishers and hoses tried to help put 
the fire out. Neighbors say a man lived in the mobile home and he was 
reported to be outside the home with major injuries when firefighters arrived. 
The Fire Division chief says the fire was suspicious in nature, saying there 
were two propane tanks inside that they’re unsure of what they were being 
used for. There was also another fire yesterday afternoon west of Ukiah, but 
it was contained fast at an acre and no reports of injuries or damaged 
structures.

A man from Hopland is recovering after crashing his motorcycle into a tree 
off Highway 175. The California Highway Patrol reports the 66 year old man 
was on a 1999 Yamaha motorcycle driving westbound on the Hwy east of 
Buckman Drive Monday afternoon when he missed a right turn, went off the 
road and crashed into a big oak tree and came off the bike. The Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office also at the scene after the crash. They’ve not 
released the man’s name until his next of kin are notified. One lane of 
Highway 175 was closed for several hours after the accident.

A change for the Mendocino Complex lake county disaster resource center. 
The center will transition to a Small Business Administration Disaster Loan 
Outreach Center, effective on Monday. The change means representatives 
of the SBA will be on hand from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM Monday though Friday 
to help people with questions about disaster relief loans and applications. 
FEMA will still have representatives at the location in the tribal center on 
Main Street in Upper Lake. Registration for FEMA programs will run through 
October 6th.

People with stories to tell about last year’s fires will have a chance to share 
them at the Lake County Library later this month. The library and the 
StoryCenter are joining up to gather resident’s 30 minute reflections about 
how the fires affected them on September 26th at the Redbud Library on 
Burns Valley Road in Clearlake. Participants will be interviewed and their 
stories will be saved for a collection in the California State Libraries You’ll 
need to sign up—and you can do that by visiting the website storycenter.org

http://storycenter.org/


The Lakeport Fire protection district board has approved a new budget that 
cuts the number of full time and part time, firefighters. The Lake County 
News reports the budget calls for laying off three full-timers and three part-
timers to bring the budget into balance. The cuts come after failed 
negotiations with the union representing the firefighters. The board had 
voted last month to put off a final decision on the budget until after the 
negotiations were done. The firefighters union was scheduled to meet to talk 
about the issue on Thursday night. The fire protection board decided on 
several other cost-saving measures at a meeting this week before adopting 
the nearly 2 point 1 million dollar spending plan. No decision yet on how the 
layoffs called for will be handled.

Some Lake County offices are closed today—the first of a series of Friday 
closures aimed at giving county employees a chance to catch up on their 
work. The county budget has been strained and county officials have 
decided to limit the public hours to Monday through Thursday, from 8 am. to 
5 pm County Administrator, Carol Hutchinson has released a video outlining 
the cutbacks which she says are needed because business as usual is no 
longer an option. She says while offices will be closed to the public, workers 
will be there handling jobs they aren’t able to when the officers are open. 
There is information about the closures at the website lakecountyca.gov or 
on the county Facebook page.

The Sonoma Ecology Center is organizing and leading California Coastal 
Cleanup Day efforts. The annual beach and inland waterway cleanup takes 
place tomorrow and is the state’s largest volunteer event. Volunteers are 
invited to help clean up several locations throughout Sonoma Valley, 
including Sonoma Creek at Maxwell and Larson parks, and Fryer and 
Nathanson creeks. For more information or to register, visit the Sonoma 
Ecology Center’s website.

Governor Jerry Brown is calling President Donald Trump in his words a "liar" 
and a "fool" when it comes to the environment and climate change. Brown 
made his remarks at his Global Climate Action Summit in San Francisco 
Trump announced last year that he was withdrawing the U.S. from the 
landmark 2015 Paris climate accord. Meanwhile, a summit spokesman said 
he is not aware of any federal government officials attending the summit, 
which ends today.

Two Santa Rosa senior living centers are appealing a state decision to 
revoke their licenses. The state says Oakmont senior Living was negligent in 
abandoning nearly 100 residents at the facilities during last October’s fire. 
Oakmont says two administrators at the Varenna and Villa Capri were the 
victims of what the company calls regulatory overreach and are requesting a 
hearing on the penalty. The state says no decision on the appeal or what 
will happen next has been made.

We are learning more about the arrest of a Ukiah Unified school district 
teacher last week. The Ukiah Police department says 34-year-old Benjamin 
O’Neil is accused of having an inappropriate relationship with a 17-year-old 
who was not a student last September. The allegation reportedly first came 
to light in may and O’ Neil was arrested on a warrant on September 4th. The 
school says he has been placed on administrative leave, and that the safety 
and well being of students remains its primary responsibility. According to 
the district, O’ Neil is a former firefighter who taught health occupation and 
emergency preparedness classes.

http://lakecountyca.gov/
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Willis police are telling residents about a series of car break-ins earlier this 
week. Nearly a dozen reports of burglaries and vandalism were reported to 
police in the areas of North and Maple Streets Tuesday evening into the 
early Wednesday morning. Police say in one instance, the thief or thieves 
stole more than $1,000 dollars in valuables from an unlocked vehicle and 
that at least one window was smashed. Police say they are reviewing 
surveillance video taken around the times of the thefts. They are reminding 
residents to keep vehicles locked—and asking that people report anything 
suspicious in their neighborhood.

Interstate Five in is back open after being shut down Thursday because of 
the Delta Fire. The fire raged through a stretch of unburned area within the 
containment line, forcing officials to shut down the highway for a few hours. 
The fire has burned over 59-thousand acres north of Redding since starting 
over a week ago. Thanks to aggressive firefighting, crews were able to push 
containment up to 24-percent. The fire is likely to continue to grow over the 
next few days as it moves through the timber.

A million-dollar-plus house in Oakland is being offered for free to anyone 
who can literally take it. The deed to the two-bedroom Victorian will be 
handed over to anyone who’s willing to relocate it at his or her own expense 
by October 27th. The "Free House, Must Be Moved" sign first appeared on 
Reddit on Monday. The lot that the property sits on is set to be demolished 
to make way for a new development. The home that dates back to 1900 
sold last year for one-and-a-half-million-dollars

Make sure to use your inside voice wherever you go today because it’s 
National Quiet Day. The holiday was created to tell people to just stop and 
enjoy silence. Experts say peace and quiet are good for both mind and body 
and can lower blood pressure and stress.

The National Night Out Against Crime for Lakeport’s happening tonight. 
From 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM in Library Park the event to help bolster and 
improve police, city and government community partnerships. Local officials 
along with City of Lakeport Management and Staff, City Council Members, 
Police Officers and Staff, Lakeport Fire Protection, and others will be at the 
event. There will be entertainment and snacks, raffles and more. It’s free to 
attend.

https://www.facebook.com/events/1809377609370805/

A campaign to prevent crime called “Connecting the Dots to Reduce Crime” 
will help law enforcement across Northern California to reduce property 
theft. New technology to be introduced to the public at the event, DNA for 
Property to deter theft and increase the chance of recovering stolen 
property. It’s a special tape like product you put on valuables which is 
swabbed on an item and dries clear. But there are tiny dots that have a 
personal identification number. You can get the DNA for Property kit and set 
up an account for free online. The Lakeport Police Department is one of the 
first agencies in Northern California to have the program. The kickoff tonight 
at the National Night Out in Library Park in Lakeport. You can also get the 
kit by visiting www.protechDNA.com and set up their free account, of go the 
Lakeport Police Department for additional details. (There will be a $5.00 fee 
for shipping)

https://www.facebook.com/events/1809377609370805/
http://www.protechdna.com/


More investigation has been promised by Caltrans after a letter to the editor 
of a local newspaper by the Middletown Area Town Hall Chairman. The 
chair, also, local writer Gene Paleno penning the letter for action on 
Highway 20 improvements, the so-called Highway 20 Proposal. Apparently 
the Caltrans Chief Traffic Safety Officer is promising to look into three of the 
ideas further. The Record Bee reports the letter back to Paleno said many of 
the proposed action items were either unfeasible or unnecessary. But the 
trio of items they’re looking at include installing “pedestrian- activated lights 
at all six of the crosswalks (Pine St., Acorn St., Foothill Blvd., High Valley 
Rd., Butler St., and Hoover St.)”, installing a “Crosswalk pedestrian sign at 
Hammond Avenue and Highway 20,” and the installation of “‘No Parking’ 
signs at various locations in Clearlake Oaks.”

A man on his bicycle has been hit by a dump truck and died. The Ukiah 
Police Department reports they got a call to the intersection of Talmage 
Road and Hastings Frontage Road Friday afternoon to a crash between the 
bike rider and the dump truck. The bicyclist who died has so far only been 
identified as a 34-year-old man believed to have been a resident of 
Mendocino County.

Multiple reports of car vandalism in Willits and a reminder to lock your items 
away. Willits police say nearly a dozen calls last week about the vandalism 
and objects taken from vehicles in the areas of North and Maple streets. 
One car window was broken with about $1,000 in valuables taken from one 
unlocked car. A neighbor in the area apparently had a private surveillance 
camera rolling which showed a white F-150 Ford pickup truck nearby at the 
time of the thefts.

A lease application has been submitted by a group of stakeholders to get 
the first big offshore windfarm on the West Coast. The Redwood Coast 
Energy Authority, Principle Power, Aker Solutions, and EDP Renewables 
have filled out a lease application with the Bureau of Ocean Energy 
Management. If the lease is approved it would give the group site control 
over 70 square miles of an ocean area where they could put up the project. 
The 70 miles would be the boundaries for the proposed wind farm which 
would have 10 to 15 wind turbines that could produce between 100-150 
megawatts.

A shopping cart ordinance approved by the Fort Bragg City Council. The 
council considered the ordinance at their meeting last Monday. It means 
businesses have to mark each of their carts with a permanent sticker that 
shows where the cart came from with a phone number to call and an 
address so the cart can be returned or picked up. It comes in response to a 
federal law that says it’s illegal to be in possession of a cart away from the 
business where it originated from.

Willits police getting a new canine officer. The City Council unanimously 
approved buying a police and register for a narcotics academy and tracking 
training course for the K9 and its handler. The police department apparently 
talking to the council for a while about getting a police dog so they’re going 
to start looking for a German Shepherd dog in Europe. Most of the police 
dogs come from abroad since the dogs are bred different there and dogs in 
the U-S can get hip problems. The money for the dog and its training 
apparently already set aside in the police department budget and thru 
district attorney restitution funds awarded over the years.
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Fort Bragg Police Department hiring due to a lean staff. They’ve got a dozen 
sworn officers and three vacancies. They’re looking to fill two officers and a 
sergeant position. One officer transferred to the Sheriff’s Dept. and another 
got a federal job, plus they have a couple of staffers on medical restriction. 
One lieutenant position was recently cut so that gave the department more 
money for other positions. They’ve been advertising the open officer 
positions across the state and have been interviewing but they’ve not 
selected anyone so they’re continuing to recruit.

A man in Laytonville’s been arrested after a string of burglaries and thefts. 
Mendocino deputies patrolling downtown and saw a couple of cars in the 
Boomer’s Bar parking lot and found Ryan Padget on a bike looking into one 
of the cars, holding a flashlight in one hand and a tool in the other. Deputies 
say he was using the tool to try to force open the door on a parked car and 
when they approached he took off with a knife visible. The deputy who 
spotted him along with his k9 partner went after him, he crashed his bike 
and ran, but was caught. He was found with multiple tools and and arrested 
for several crimes including attempted second degree burglary, resist / delay 
officer and possession of burglary tools. He was held at the Mendocino 
County Jail in lieu of $10,000.00 bail.

One stubborn edge still burning in the Mendocino Complex. Firefighters still 
monitoring fire activity and repairing fire lines on the Ranch Fire. There’s still 
about 30 miles of fire line left to repair. Deer hunting season opened last 
weekend so part of the forest has been opened for outdoor activities and 
hunting season continues into next month. But forest visitors are told to use 
extreme caution near the fire closure due to heavy equipment and 
firefighting vehicles on area roads. The Ranch and River fires started July 
27th with the River Fire contained for more than a month but one edge of 
the River Fire’s still burning and the fire’s 98 percent contained. The last two 
percent in extremely steep, rocky terrain and may stay uncontained until the 
rainy season with two or three-days of rain needed and no hot and dry 
weather conditions in the long-term weather forecast.

Harbin Hot Springs is testing its siren notification system this week. The 
evaluation Wednesday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. It’s coming out of a sound truck 
that’ll be driven to several locations along Harbin Springs Road in 
Middletown. Middletown residents might hear the sirens sounding during the 
four-hour testing period.

A man on a bike killed after colliding with a dump truck in Ukiah is from 
Covelo. The Ukiah Police Department and the Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office identify the man as 34 year old Samuel (Xamuel) Lara. He was killed 
after being hit by the dump truck Friday afternoon at the intersection of 
Talmage Road and Hastings Frontage Road. The dump truck is owned and 
operated by Wipf Construction. Apparently the dump truck was cleared by a 
flagger directing traffic to turn onto Talmage Road when it hit the bicyclist. 
Officers say they’re not sure who’s at fault but they’re investigating since 
there were three parties involved including the flagger. The same 
construction company was involved in a dump truck crash into a bicyclist in 
2012 at the intersection of South Orchard Avenue and East Gobbi Street. 
That bike rider was also killed. There’s a GoFundMe account in Lara’s 
name: https://www.gofundme.com/in-memory-of-xamuel-lara

https://www.gofundme.com/in-memory-of-xamuel-lara


A high school teacher arrested for alleged misconduct may have to register 
as a sex offender if he’s found guilty. The Ukiah High teacher, Ben O’Neill 
was arrested earlier this month after allegations he acted inappropriately 
with a teen on campus. A spokesperson for the D-A’s office says the teen 
was a former student of the school and visited O’Neill at the school last 
September. He says the misconduct involved, hugging in a storage room. It 
wasn’t reported to police until May of this year when a third party told school 
district employees who then called police. O’Neill was arrested for a 
misdemeanor of “annoying or molesting a child under 18.” If convicted he 
faces a year in jail and a $5,000 fine, plus he could lose his teaching license 
and have to register as a sex offender. O’Neill’s arraignment’s set for 
October 4th.

The family of an 8 year old murder victim in Santa Cruz say a state Senate 
bill that could free some like her murderer by their 25th birthdays is unfair. 
Madyson Middleton’s murderer A.J. Gonzalez was 15 at the time of 
Middleton’s death. The Senate bill passed by the Assembly and Senate 
would mean 14- or 15-year-old juveniles accused of violent crimes, like 
murder and other serious felonies would not be able to be transferred to 
adult court. They would instead go thru rehab in the juvenile system where 
they can be held until they’re 25. Middleton’s murderer apparently pretended 
he knew nothing and even helped search for her. Her body found in a Santa 
Cruz apartment trash dumpster in July 2015. His case was sent to adult 
court in the end. Middleton’s family says its absolutely opposed to this bill 
and say they’ll do whatever they have to convince Gov. Brown to veto it.

A couple of Kelseyville High seniors are headed to Australia as high 
achieving seniors. In December Vanessa Gonzalez and Sayra Cachowill will 
address hundreds of teachers at the AVID Australia Summer Institute at 
Victoria University in Melbourne. The two recently were named Questbridge 
finalists. They both have 4.0 GPAs and qualify as migrant education 
students who used to be English Learner students then were re-designated 
as fluent English proficient. Neither of the two girls parents finished high 
school. The girls will be featured at the General Session of the conference 
for more than 300 Australian teachers and administrators then they’ll be on 
a student panel and participate in Q & A sessions.

A woman on probation has been arrested in Willits. When pulled over 
Miranda Mullins apparently told deputies she was wanted on a warrant. She 
was wanted for being an accessory to a crime in Mendocino County. Cops 
searched her car and found several methamphetamine pipes. They realized 
her license plates didn’t match the car she was in and say the woman knew 
they were the wrong plates. She was arrested for the warrant, displaying 
fake license plates, possessing drug paraphernalia and violating summary 
probation. Mullins was booked into the Mendocino County Jail and held on 
$30,000.00 bail.

A story map explaining the burn area from the Mendocino Complex is 
released by the BLM. Lake Co News reports the Bureau of Land 
Management Ukiah Field Office releasing the story map showing how the 
Department of the Interior’s Interagency Burned Area Emergency 
Response, BAER team came up with their damage estimates on BLM and 
trust lands. The news site reports more than 80,000 acres of BLM-managed 
land burned in the Pawnee, County, River and Ranch fires this year. The 
interactive maps that came out of the BAER assessment should be 
available to the public and a meeting for the community is also be scheduled 
to discuss damaged trail systems, including on the Cow Mountain 
Recreation Management Area which was seriously damaged by the River 
fire.



Improving conditions on Clear Lake after testing showed blue green algae. 
Lake Co News reports county officials saying their follow up tests showed 
cyanotoxin levels below the “caution” level. The last tests were last 
Thursday after another test earlier in the month showing blue-green algae at 
six of 18 sampling sites, those half dozen were below the caution threshold 
though this week. The Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians and Elem Indian 
Colony oversee water monitoring. If the levels of bacteria keep going down 
then all of the warning signs around the lake may be taken down soon.

The Governor’s signed one of State Sen. Mike McGuire’s bills, this one to 
preserve votes. The new law means election officials have to tell voters who 
vote by mail their signature doesn’t match what’s on file. Officials will have to 
do this at least eight days before they certify an election so the voters can 
verify their signature. The Secretary of State’s Office reports more than 
25,000 residents didn’t get their vote counted in the November 2016 
General Election because of this. The ballots were tossed due to a 
mismatching signature. McGuire says the new law means all votes are 
counted.

A man from Lake County’s been arrested after a violent assault at the 
Graton Resort and Casino. Lake Co News reports 44 year old Morgan Lewis 
Jr. was arrested Saturday after reports of a fight at the casino. When 
deputies got there they found Lewis was arguing with a group of men after 
their SUV truck door hit his truck. Deputies say Lewis’ girlfriend was pushed 
to the ground and Lewis got punched in the face. They apparently didn’t 
want to press charges, so there were no arrests. But then deputies were 
called back for a second fight, finding Lewis saw one of the people from the 
fight and shoved the guy who fell and hit his head. He was unresponsive 
and unconscious and went to a hospital with life-threatening injuries. He’s in 
the ICU and Lewis was arrested for felony assault causing great bodily 
injury, and held on a $35,000 bail bond.

A letter’s sent to the Governor by elected officials in five Northern California 
counties so he will stop approving permits for new oil and gas wells. About 
250 elected officials across the state penning the letter for Gov. Brown to 
“walk his talk” on climate change after he hosted the Global Climate Action 
Summit last week in San Francisco. The group known as Elected Officials to 
Protect California challenging the Governor’s record because he had 
reportedly issued more than 20,000 permits for new wells. Officials from 
Marin, Napa, Lake and Mendocino counties and others signed on to the 
letter.

A man at a Chuck E. Cheese in Washington state injured after he brought a 
gun to the restaurant and accidentally shot himself in the leg. Children ran 
panicking after hearing the gunshot at the Tacoma location. The restaurant 
was even evacuated, but nobody else was injured. The 22 year old who 
shot himself was rushed to a hospital but was expected to be fine. Police 
say he brought the weapon into the restaurant legally.
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A man accused in a bizarre rape of a woman in Vallejo faces 40 years in 
prison. Matthew Muller pleaded guilty to federal kidnapping and was 
accused of kidnapping for ransom, rape and first degree robbery and false 
imprisonment by violence. He pleaded not guilty to the rest. And 
represented himself in court Monday in the case which was continued until 
this afternoon at 130. A preliminary hearing is set for Sept. 25th and Muller 
was being held on $2.25 million in Solano County Jail. The story went viral 
when the victim and her boyfriend filed a defamation of character lawsuit 
against the Vallejo Police Department when police said the kidnapping was 
a hoax. They later apologized. Police say the victim was driven in the trunk 
of Muller’s car, held her hostage two days, made ransom demands, then 
released her by her Huntington Beach home. He was arrested 3 months 
later after video evidence showed he was with the victim.

A reward’s being offered in connection to an assault in Lakeport. Sheriff’s 
deputies are searching for two men they say assaulted another man last 
month. They got a call to Sutter Lakeside Hospital for the assault report 
Sunday, August 26th where the victim told them he was assaulted at his 
house in the area of Waldo Lane. The victim says the two men, one dark 
skinned Hispanic and the other a light skinned Hispanic, came into his home 
that night, assaulting him, one had a firearm and showed it to the victim, 
then the pair left with some cash. The victim did not know the men. There’s 
now a $2000.00 reward for any info leading to the arrest and conviction of 
the pair.

The old Georgia Pacific lumber mill in Fort Bragg may be getting some 
action. The owners of the Skunk Train are reportedly interested in buying 
part of the land. The Press Democrat reports the Mendocino Railway 
President announced they were in contract to buy 70 acres at the 
northernmost end of the 419-acre mill site across from the downtown train 
depot. The Skunk Train partners looking at potentially extending their 
railroad west to the headlands and north for about a half-mile along the 
coast. Some other options on the land being discussed include a high-end 
hotel, a public plaza, housing construction and possibly new production 
facilities for North Coast Brewing Co. The old mill closed in 2002 due to a 
downed timber industry. The land had been contaminated and there are 
protected Native American cultural sites there too.

City leaders in Ukiah deciding once again if they should give local 
businesses a percentage back for bidding on certain work. The City Council 
will consider a renewal of the 2016 policy tonight to give vendors “a 5% 
allowance on bid supplies, equipment and/or materials”. City staff says the 
policy’s been working well and cost the city about $2,400 in extra costs 
since it started. Local businesses that got a slight bidding advantage cost 
the city about $159 over the last year on four purchases. The council is also 
taking up the new building for Garton Tractor on Talmage Road which was 
approved by the Planning Commission almost a year ago, but appealed by 
City Council Member Doug Crane.

The Palace Hotel in downtown Ukiah is in foreclosure with no buyers 
interested so far. The Daily Journal reports there’s been no offers so far and 
the receiver reports only a few nibbles. The hotel which has been empty for 
years and put into receivership months ago went into foreclosure Aug. 17th. 
The owner has a more than $670,000 lien against the property. Those are 
costs the owner has racked up including a receivership fee, architectural 
and engineering plans for needed seismic repairs. She has until November 
17th to make the payment or there will be a foreclosure sale.



Beefed up patrols by the CHP near crosswalks and school buses in 
Mendocino County. Today and tomorrow officers will be in Hopland in plain 
clothes in crosswalks due to areas that have been described as having a 
“high potential for pedestrian fatalities and injuries.” Cops in crosswalks as 
well as uniformed officers watching cars and other pedestrians in areas and 
issuing warnings and potentially writing citations for pedestrians and 
motorists who “fail to yield right-of-way.” Friday they’ll turn their attention to 
cars that don’t stop for school buses in Ukiah and Willits.

Helicopter patrols by PG&E to check out their electric lines in Mendocino 
and Lake Counties. The patrols this week for vegetation and safety work. 
The patrols take off from the Ukiah Municipal Airport and fly all day long, 
flying low looking for vegetation near electric lines in high fire-threat areas 
along power lines yesterday and today in Ukiah, Redwood Valley, Calpella, 
Potter Valley, Laytonville, Willits, Middletown, Konocti, Upper Lake, Lower 
Lake, Cobb and Kelseyville. It’s all part of their Community Wildfire Safety 
Program to help reduce trees touching lines.

The mom of one of two girls she crashed into in a drunk driving hit and run 
has been sent to prison. It’s been more than two years since 14-year-olds 
Kiya Kitchen and Faith Tsarnas were killed in the hit and run while they 
skateboarded in a rural area near Fortuna. Marci Kitchen had said she 
thought she hit a deer when she left the scene. She got 8 years in prison for 
the drunk driving crash. The Judge said he didn’t believe Kitchen’s story. 
Her ex husband, and the dad of Kiya, Joe Kitchen said his ex “left Kiya to 
die alone, confused and suffering in pain.” He said her actions were 
unforgivable.

Next Friday, September 28th is Native American Day in Lake County. The 
Board of Supervisors approved the proclamation, read yesterday by District 
1 Supervisor Moke Simon. It speaks to Native American peoples’ more than 
12,000 year history in Lake County and stressed the importance of “Native 
American sovereignty” and talks about the community’s close relationship to 
the other communities in Lake County. There will also be an “Indian Days” 
event the same day at the Robinson Rancheria.

The CEO of Sutter Lakeside Hospital speaking to the Lakeport City Council 
on the Mendocino Complex fire and their evacuation and reopening. The 
hospital closed for almost two weeks during the River Fire, but reopened 
August 10th. The Chief Administrative Officer says staff was also helping at 
other Sutter Health facilities during the closure. The hospital reopened about 
a week after the mandatory evacuations were lifted. They moved patients to 
other facilities July 28th. They still had employees on site including 
maintenance staff to make sure nothing was damaged. There was 
temperature damage inside the hospital and apparently a lot of 
pharmaceuticals had to be replaced. Damage and refurnishing those 
supplies not tallied yet, but somewhere in the several million dollar range.

The state unemployment dept says business owners and those who are 
self-employed who lost work due to the Carr Fire in Shasta County or the 
Mendocino Complex in Lake County can file for Disaster Unemployment 
Assistance benefits for about 3 ½ more weeks. The previous Disaster 
Unemployment Assistance deadline was Sept. 10th for the Carr fire and 
Sept. 21st for the Mendocino Complex fire, but that’s moved to October 12th 
now. The amended disaster declarations by the federal government affected 
the dates. The assistance helps people who totally lost their jobs or had 
work hour losses due to a disaster, but they may not qualify for regular state 
unemployment insurance benefits.

Claimants can also apply for DUA by phone between 8 a.m. and 12 noon, 
Monday through Friday:



English: 1-800-300-5616

Spanish: 1-800-326-8937

Chinese (Cantonese): 1-800-547-3506

Chinese (Mandarin): 1-866-303-0706

Vietnamese: 1-800-547-2058

TTY: 1-800-815-9387

You can also visit the Disaster-Related Services Web page.

Finally… the Ranch Fire now 100 percent contained. Joining it’s twin, the 
River Fire so the Mendocino Complex is now 100 percent contained. Crews 
will stay on to monitor fire activity and repair fire lines on the Ranch Fire with 
about 22 miles left to repair. That’s to reduce erosion and other impacts from 
suppression efforts. The Forest is trying to reopen areas to the public but a 
spokesperson says they’ve still got a ton of restoration work left to do. There 
are still hazards in the closed area like burned standing trees or snags, 
exposed rebar stakes, logs and rocks they say can become loose, and 
burned-out stump holes. All of the repair work must be complete before 
areas can be reopened to the public. The northern half of the forest is open 
for outdoor activities.

There are major reforms coming to the way the state pays for public schools 
which already looks like it could help student achievement. That’s the word 
from a major study revealed this week thru a ten year policy effort by 
California education scholars. The Record Bee reports the study entitled 
"Getting Down To Facts II" is a group of 3 dozen studies and 19 briefs by 
more than 100 authors. It doesn’t have an opinion yet on Calif.’s Local 
Control Funding Formula which the Governor has called a landmark 
education reform when it was signed into law in 2013. It gives more money 
to schools with needier students. Researchers do say it’s showing promise 
with a major rise in high school graduation rates and academic 
achievement, particularly among poor and minority students.

A major pharmaceutical company is accused by the state of Calif. of giving 
doctors gifts and cash in order to get them to prescribe their drugs. AbbVie 
accused by the state insurance commissioner in a lawsuit saying the 
company would kickback perks if docs would prescribe more Humira. And 
that, the commissioner claims, is jacking up prices. Humira’s an injectable 
drug for rheumatoid arthritis and other inflammatory conditions which sold 
more than 12 billion dollars worth in 2017 alone. But it also has dire side 
effects, like cancer and serious infections. Insurance Commissioner Dave 
Jones says insurance companies paid out more than $1.2 billion for Humira. 
It’s the biggest lawsuit ever for health care fraud.

Two women in GA arrested after apparently bringing marijuana edibles to a 
church event. Police say Ebony Cooper and Leah Pressley were selling the 
baked goodies at an event last week in Savannah for local entrepreneurs. 
That included cereal bars, brownies and puddings. Agents bought some of 
it, then followed the pair to another location and searched one of their cars 
finding, not only more marijuana edibles, but more than $1,000 in cash and 
a loaded gun. The two now face felony drug charges and were booked into 
the local jail. One parishioner says the church and community don’t condone 
the behavior and say it shows lack of faith in how people feel about God.



09/20/18

The Willits Relinquishment project is starting. The beginning stages of 
paving Main Street have begun overnight hours. That should last a week 
and be done by next Friday. It’s one of the last things to go into the 
Rehabilitation and Relinquishment of Old Highway 101 then the road will be 
turned over to the City of Willits and the County of Mendocino. The actual 
paving doesn’t start until October 1st and will happen in 12 hour shifts 
between 9 a.m. to midnight weekdays. It has to be done during the day 
because of temperature requirements. That work is expected to be done by 
October 15th. There will be one way traffic control during the construction 
and detours. There could be up to 15-minute delays. Striping should happen 
soon after the paving and that will take another two weeks.

The Governor has signed a couple of bills into law authored by 
Assemblyman Jim Wood to address the opioid problem in California and 
Mendocino County. One of the two requires health care practitioners 
prescribing the drugs to do it electronically by Jan. 1st of 2022. That should 
help curb any errors due to poor handwriting, which has apparently been an 
ongoing problem with phony prescriptions. The other bill requires whoever is 
prescribing the drug to also offer Narcan, a partial reversal of opioid 
depression under certain conditions. And the prescriber has to tell the 
patient about overdose prevention and how to use Narcan. Safe RX is also 
planning to supply Narcan to residents in Mendocino County.

A Red Flag warning has been issued for some areas of Northern Calif. 
Winds of up to 20 mph and gusts up to 35 mph are expected along the ridge 
tops in Sonoma, Napa and Marin counties, but the winds should die down 
late this morning or early this afternoon. The warning ends at 5 PM. The low 
humidity mixed with the winds could create critical fire weather conditions. 
Some fire agencies and emergency workers in Sonoma County are on call 
and others are out to monitor in case. Cal Fire is also beefing up staff and 
has a strike team of engines ready from their Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit.

It’s costing more to build in Lakeport. The City Council has awarded a bid to 
a company out of Watsonville for some sidewalk work at more than a 
quarter million dollars for one block. The $240,000 bill for street repair, 
culvert replacements, drainage replacements, and sidewalk repair on one 
block. The sidewalk repair is the last piece of work for the city’s Emergency 
Rehabilitation projects from the winter floods of 2016-2017. The construction 
company telling the City Council higher prices are now normal since many 
were working for cost right out of the great recession. They say construction 
costs are going up.

A report by Lakeport Police Department about July 4th at Library Park says 
there were way less calls to the department this year. The Police Chief, Brad 
Rasmussen delivered the report to the City Council, saying they had a lot of 
officers at the park and only had to take one person away for being under 
the influence. And they had a call for a lost child. The chief says they also 
had less calls for illegal fireworks too. He said even though there were fewer 
calls, there’s still a major problem with illegal fireworks and they’re trying to 
figure out how to eliminate them totally.



The biggest fire to ever burn in Calif. is 100% contained… finally. The 
stubborn Ranch fire was finally corralled this week, so that means the 
Mendocino Complex is 100% contained. The River fire had been 100% 
contained more than a month ago. The Ranch fire was the bigger of the two, 
the River fire burned just under 49,000 acres. The two fires together burned 
more than 459,000 acres, mostly in the national forest in Lake County. The 
two fires started July 27th an hour apart. Thousands had to evacuate at the 
peak of the fires, 280 structures burned, including 157 homes and a 
firefighter from Utah was killed in the Ranch fire. A forest service 
spokesperson says they don’t expect the fire to grow any further. The Press 
Democrat reports the fires have tallied as much as $56 million in insured 
losses.

It’s no longer a requirement for some to wear helmets when riding motorized 
scooters. The Gov signed a bill into law requiring only those under 18 have 
to wear helmets. The scooters were banned altogether in San Francisco 
earlier this year due to concerns about riders not wearing helmets and other 
violations. The new law goes into effect January 1st. A Republican 
Assemblyman authored the bill saying it should be up to adults to decide if 
they want to wear a helmet or not, adding the standup scooters can loosen 
traffic congestion in California and help the state meet its climate change 
goals by reducing car emissions. The bill will also let riders on scooters in 
areas with speed limits up to 35 mph. Right now its 25 mph.

Lake and Mendocino counties have North Coast Opportunities distribution 
centers after the Mendocino Complex fire. Lake Co News reports NCO has 
given out food and supplies to more than 400 families. The Lake County 
center is at 785 Bevins St. in Lakeport – open Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. With some after-hour appointments available if pre-
arranged. In Mendocino County, they’re located at 8465 East Road in 
Redwood Valley. They also have case managers available to help. And 
they’ve set up the Wildfire Relief Fund for survivors with financial hardships. 
They’ve received more than 1,000 applications for fire relief and will 
distribute until funds are gone.

A nationwide test of the Federal Emergency Management Agency and 
Federal Communications Commission is set. The test of the Emergency 
Alert System and Wireless Emergency Alert is Oct. 3rd at 11:18 a.m. Pacific 
Time and 11:20 a.m. respectively. That will help assess if they’re set up in 
the case of a real emergency. It had been set as a backup date for the test 
set today, but that was moved. FEMA and the emergency management 
community have been working life-saving activities in North and South 
Carolina due to Hurricane Florence. This is the fourth nationwide EAS test 
and the first ever Wireless test. The emergency alert should last a minute on 
radio and TV, cable, satellite radio and wireline video. The wireless test will 
be similar to monthly tests already conducted.

A new law signed by the governor says California doctors have to tell 
patients they’re on probation for sexual misconduct or any other issue. The 
bill gives more info to patients who can search online now, but the doctor 
now has to tell the patient their probation status and some basic details of 
the terms of their probation. It doesn’t start until after July 1st of 2019. It 
applies to doctors accused of wrongdoing causing patient harm, including 
sexual misconduct, drug abuse, criminal convictions and inappropriate 
prescribing. Some Olympians had campaigned for the bill after the 
sentencing of former USA Gymnastics team doctor Larry Nassar who 
admitted he sexually abused women and girls while they were in medical 
treatment.
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Some in Florida jumping into the ocean for free weed. Massive bundles of 
marijuana, individually wrapped in five-kilo bricks are washing up on the 
shore after Hurricane Florence. The Volusia county sheriff got a call from a 
woman saying they were at a park at a huge bundle of drugs or something 
washed up, then people started physically fighting over it in the Daytona 
Beach area. One man was arrested for taking one of the bricks, which 
weighed about 11 pounds, wet. Medical weed’s legal, but not for 
recreational use. Cops say they found about 100- pounds of weed in two 
days.

Those against the proposed geotechnical study of the Albion River Bridge 
say they’re suing to stop it. Caltrans says a replacement of the historical 
bridge is needed, but opponents have now filed for a restraining order after 
a soils study was unanimously approved by the Calif. Coastal Commission 
last week. That would mean earth-moving, tree-cutting and helicopter flights 
by the oceanfront village. The restraining order application even has its own 
Facebook page, “Save the Albion River Bridge”. That notes the appeal is 
being heard next week in court in San Francisco. The work on the bridge 
would also mean grading steep oceanfront slopes so they can install drilling 
rigs, take out trees and use a helicopter to bring equipment in and out of drill 
sites.

Just like wine grapes, those growing marijuana can apply for their very own 
appellations. Cannabis farmers can apply to the California Department of 
Food & Agriculture for cannabis “appellations,” that define specific 
geographic areas where farmers market their crop with a name. Applications 
should be available for appellations for 2021. The county of origin standards 
will start by January and then appellations standards, practices and varietals 
regarding cannabis in certain areas will go into effect by 2021. This per state 
legislation proposed by State Senator Mike McGuire and part of a bill in 
2017.

A man in Phillipsville has been shot after an attempted burglary. Red 
headed blackbelt news site reports it happened early this morning, police 
get a call to the report which the news site says came over a scanner saying 
the shooter had surprised the man shot who was stealing some items and 
the victim was hit in the chest. The victim died at the scene and the person 
believed to have shot him went to the hospital with “severe head trauma”. 
The Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office confirming the shooting and one 
person dead. They didn’t reveal much else except to say it was a 
“complicated event.”

The Lake County Sheriff’s Office working with LexisNexis for a new on-line 
reporting system. It means when you log on to the system at lake sheriff dot 
com, you can file a report and print a copy without waiting for an officer to 
come to you to respond for the report. They will accept the reports on 
Misdemeanor Thefts, Forgeries, Lost Property, Vandalisms, Vehicle 
Burglaries, and Civil Complaints. You can also fill out the reports at the 
Sheriff’s office on a standalone computer in the lobby. The Sheriff’s office 
says they’re looking to hire a Deputy and Correctional Officer which has 
been a slow process because of pay and benefit disparities with neighboring 
counties.

The Hopland Band of Pomo is getting more than 265-thousand dollars from 
the federal government for public safety. The money comes from more than 
a hundred million from the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) to help violent 
crime and domestic violence survivors in tribal communities. The money 
helps Indian tribes develop, expand and improve services for violent crime 
victims for programming and technical assistance.



This weekend is the Adventist Health yearly Colors for Cancer Fun Run and 
Walk. On Sunday the walk starts at 9. You can get there at 7-30 for signups. 
The money goes to the Adventist Health Cancer Treatment and Infusion 
Center. You’re encouraged to wear white, so you can see all the colors 
sprayed around the path. That’s in honor of cancer survivors. After the 
walk’s over, there will be a bunch of family friendly events, like music, 
snacks, and activities in the Rural Health court yard in Ukiah. It’s $25 for 
youth (17 and under) and $40 for adults.

After the Mendocino Complex Fire the Cow Mountain Recreation area was 
closed due to fire danger. The north Cow Mountain area is opened now that 
the fire’s contained, but there’s still no target shooting. The Bureau of Land 
Management Ukiah Field Office says the Valley View Trail in Mendocino 
County and the Glen Eden Trail in Lake County are open to the public and 
so is the Mayacamas Trail.

More information’s released on a shooting in Phillipsville. The shooting 
yesterday morning, deputies found a man dead from an apparent gunshot 
wound and detained several people there. Several detectives reportedly 
responded to the scene and came up with a person of interest. The man 
was injured, but medically cleared then taken to the sheriff’s office for 
questioning. But the Red Headed Blackbelt news site reports the man was 
being cooperative and he was not arrested. They’ve not released the name 
of the man who died yet.

The trial between the Ukiah Valley Sanitation District and the city of Ukiah 
will not begin next week after all. The trial date reportedly vacated as the 
parties continue settlement discussions. The City Manager says no new trial 
date is set yet. The lawsuit filed by the District four years ago against the city 
saying it was owed as much as $30 million due to a breach of the joint 
operation agreement for the Ukiah Valley Wastewater Treatment Plant. The 
trial’s been pushed several times while all of the involved parties had their 
own closed door meetings on the litigation. The case is supposed to be in 
court in Sonoma County… we’ll keep you updated.

Mendocino County is using cannabis working groups for various issues, and 
last month approved a new non-cultivation working group. The new group to 
come up with recommendations for Cannabis Facilities and Businesses. 
They’re looking for members of the public and ask you to call the Executive 
Office with interest…

Cassandra Borgna with the Executive Office at 707-463-4441 or borgnac by 
Sunday, Sept. 30.

No more plastic straws at Calif. restaurants. Gov. Brown’s signed the first 
ever law against the straws in the country. The Gov. says the plastic’s 
“choking the planet” and says infatuation with the single use item has led to 
disastrous consequences. The new law doesn’t start until Jan. 1st. Fast food 
restaurants are exempt and full-service restaurants who don’t comply get a 
written warning two times, then it’s $25 a day for subsequent infractions.

A new digital tracking system on marijuana starts soon. It means the state 
will have one of the world’s most strictly regulated marijuana markets. The 
“seed-to-sale” tracking system being touted as a way to curb competition 
from the black market. Prop 64 had a rule attached it with a requirement that 
marijuana businesses have to tag every plant, plus they have to digitally 
monitor every gram of cannabis from farm to consumer. The state’s looking 
to have everything in place by the start of next year.
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Restriping work starts in Clearlake. City officials say to expect some delays 
on the roads where they’re putting in new centerlines, bike lanes, fog lines, 
left turn lanes and crosswalks. The work is supposed to be complete by 
October 12th. Be on the lookout as you drive on Acacia Street, Arrowhead 
Road, Burns Valley Road, Rumsey Road, Olympic Drive, Lakeshore Drive, 
Old Highway 53, Dam Road Extension, Dam Road and Pine Street. The city 
says it’ll notify the public on Nixle if there’s delays on any of the streets so 
you can avoid them. They’re also doing the work overnight to minimize that.

Expedited quagga mussel inspections happening after the governor signs a 
bill by State Sen. Mike McGuire. The bill provides public agencies, such as 
Sonoma Water authority to receive funding from the state so they can have 
the invasive mussel programs at lakes controlled by the US Army Corps of 
Engineers. McGuire says the Corp never spent $600,000 in state grants 
awarded four years ago, to create an inspection program at Lake Sonoma 
and Lake Mendocino.

No late school days after the Governor vetoes legislation for middle and 
high schoolers to start school after 8:30 a.m. Those supporting the bill said it 
would mean better grades, attendance and graduation rates. The 
Assemblyman who authored the bill cited a study by the American Academy 
of Pediatrics saying it’s an important health issue for says teens who don’t 
get enough sleep. State Assemblyman Anthony Portantino trying to get 
school to start at 8:30 a.m. or later so students could get at least eight hours 
of sleep. That’s less than a half hour later as the average Calif. middle and 
high school starts around 8:07 a.m.

A bill by State Senator Bill Dodd to add cyber terrorism to the list of state of 
emergencies has been signed into law. The California Emergency Services 
Act will now add the language to cover cyber-terrorism and assist in related 
recovery. The law to authorize the Governor to respond quickly and allocate 
state resources to protect the public and their property, like what happens 
after an earthquake, or during a wildfire or other natural disaster. It got 
bipartisan support. And comes as so-called “Hacktivists” nation-states, and 
other terrorist threat groups attack government networks trying to get a hold 
of sensitive information or make political or economic statements.

Two women busted after a tip to police about an illegal drug operation in 
Eureka. Narcotics detectives with the Specialized Investigations Division 
finding 17.5 pounds of illegal marijuana and nearly $114,000 in cash in two 
warehouses where police served a search warrant. 33 year old Kayla 
Hansen was reportedly living in one of the warehouses. She’s arrested and 
charged with felony marijuana possession and marijuana concentrate 
manufacturing. But she’s been freed on $25,000 bond. And 34 year old 
Jessie Wilkinson of Eureka’s charged with marijuana possession with intent 
to sell. And she’s also free, but on $15,000 bond.

A well known environmental crusader in Mendocino County to talk about 
PG&E and it’s alleged role in the October 2017 firestorm. Erin Brockovich 
was at the Redwood Valley Grange Friday. The Daily Journal reports a lot of 
the people there had lost property in the Redwood Valley fire and are 
apparently looking at potential lawsuits against PG&E. An investigation into 
what started the fires showed the fire in Mendocino County started in two 
locations with a tree coming down or parts of trees hitting the utility 
company’s lines. There were lawyers at the meeting answering questions 
about what residents might be able to sue for. Brokovich has taken on 
PG&E in the past for groundwater pollution in a Southern California town. 
That won her fame and a movie was named after her starring Julia Roberts. 
She’s continued her environmental work for years fighting large corporations 
across the country.



The Gov. has signed a couple dozen bills into law associated with wildfire 
prevention and recovery. One of them will create statewide emergency alert 
rules. A couple of the new laws by North Coast legislators. Senator Mike 
McGuire says his legislation for statewide emergency alert standards to be 
developed will save lives. He says it will mean a more proactive and 
effective mutual aid response system. Assemblyman Jim Wood had three 
bills signed into law to protect homeowners with better insurance coverage, 
new rules for prescribed burns, and protect folks from price gouging during 
wildfires. But another bill also passed to allow utility companies to bill 
customers for future legal settlements from the 2017 wildfires. Apparently it’s 
an effort to prevent PG&E from going bankrupt.

The yearly Coastal Cleanup was a success. The Mendocino Land Trust 
reports volunteers showed up this weekend and took out more than 1100 
pounds of trash and another 150 pounds of recyclables from Elk to 
Westport. Volunteers went out on kayaks and took out about 600 pounds of 
debris — even finding a toilet. One of the groups on kayaks that goes out 
every year apparently finding less trash every year they go out.

It looks like California’s detention numbers are going down. A new report 
shows kids being suspended from school less in the state. The report by 
UCLA’s Center for Civil Rights Remedies says there’s still too many 
suspensions, especially in the African American communities and among 
Native Americans and students with disabilities. The report over a five year 
period shows 763,690 days of lost instruction because of suspensions in the 
2016-17 school year, the most recent year in the report. That’s down about 
half though from the 2011-12 school year, when there was about 1.4 M lost 
days.

The union representing California’s corrections officers is spending big 
bucks to get an Assemblyman elected as the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. The news comes out that the Calif. Correctional Peace Officers 
Association spent $500,000 on TV ads for Assemblyman Tony Thurmond to 
be the schools chief. His opponent Marshall Tuck is running an ad 
comparing state spending on prisoners to spending on kids in public school. 
The lobbyist for Thurmond says he supports more training and prison safety 
so that’s why they made the large expenditure.

Assemblywoman Cecilia Aguiar-Curry in Lakeport talking about possibly 
funding coming to help the school district. The Assemblywoman in town over 
the weekend speaking to the Lakeport Unified School District Board for an 
hour. The district trying to get money for a new pool after some in the 
community blamed the board of not making the old Westshore Pool a 
priority on its list of items to fund from Measure T which raised $17 million in 
2014. There’s now only about $3 million leftover for projects. Lake Co News 
reports Aguiar-Curry asked the board to get a letter to her with a list of 
projects they want to fund.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors taking up their final recommended 
budget for the new fiscal year at their next meeting. The meeting tomorrow 
continued from two weeks ago with the budget at $242 million, with $12 
million more than the last budget. They’re putting about 82 million dollars 
into salaries and benefits, 78 million into services and supplies, nearly 35 
million for construction projects, and another 46 million or so in other 
miscellaneous spending.



A new report on state correctional officers shows they’re regularly exposed 
to traumatic events and suffer from depression, PTSD and suicidal thoughts. 
The report by UC Berkeley’s Goldman School of Public Policy, the first of its 
kind. The survey of more than 8,000 criminal justice staffers to hear their 
thoughts, attitudes and experiences. It covered mental and physical 
wellness; exposure to violence; attitudes towards rehabilitation and 
punishment; job training and management; work-life balance; and training 
and support. More than half had been exposed to violence regularly, many 
injured at work or have seen serious injuries or deaths. Many were dealing 
with stress related health problems and depression. And one in three had 
PTSD. 10 percent said they had felt suicidal at some point. And not many 
were using state-sponsored programs for their own well-being.

A man who was in an altercation last week at the Graton Casino has died. 
The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Dept. reports Dondiego Andrade also known 
as Milo was a longtime employee of Santa Rosa Junior College. Andrade’s 
family is speaking out about how he died. The Press Democrat reports 
Morgan Lewis Jr. of Lake County had been arrested after the incident in the 
casino parking lot after an argument regarding the door of an SUV hitting his 
truck. Andrade apparently pushed to the ground and hit his head on 
concrete and ended up in the hospital Sept. 16th. Lewis went to jail that 
night for suspicion of felony assault causing great bodily injury. No word if 
the charges will change.

The DMV is being audited for long lines at several offices. The Gov. has 
approved an audit by the state finance dept. The director of the dept. says 
the long wait times don’t reflect the high standards of service Californians 
expect from state government. The order a day after a third of DMV offices 
across the state were down because of a computer outage that caused 70 
offices problems. They were unable to process driver’s licenses, 
identification cards or vehicle registrations.

The team still mopping up the Ranch Fire part of the Mendocino Complex 
still working on suppression repair, but give transition management of the 
land back to the Mendocino National Forest. The fire mopped up and the fire 
line has been secured to prevent it from escaping lines. Those still working 
the fire, just looking for smoldering spots that might mean a threat to control 
lines and will also take care of hazard trees within falling distance of any 
roads. Forest service trying to reopen as many areas to the public as 
possible. They have erosion work still left to do and about 6.5 miles of 
fireline to repair before those areas can be reopened to the public. The 
Ranch and River Fires are considered 100% contained after burning about 
259,000 acres, mostly in Lake County.

Causes of many of the state’s major wildfires this season still have no cause 
determined. The Associated Press reports it’s reviewed state data on the 10 
biggest and the 10 most destructive wildfires, those in terms of homes and 
buildings that burned down. They looked at data reaching as far back as 
2008 showing the most common cause was lightning, next were incidents 
involving power lines. But investigators still at a loss for how about a third of 
the fires started. The National Interagency Fire Center says human activity, 
maybe from untended campfires or cars that spark have caused as much as 
80 percent of all wildfires in the United States. There’s no cause still for the 
Mendocino Complex which burned an area more than twice the size of New 
York City. There’s also no cause determined on the Ferguson Fire which 
burned near Yosemite National Park.
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A man in Laytonville’s arrested when cops are out looking for illegal 
marijuana grows. Last Sunday, Sept. 17th the Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office Marijuana Enforcement Team with Mendocino Deputies and Wardens 
from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife Watershed Enforcement 
Team with a search warrant find Jack Kuykendall with 28 marijuana plants 
growing, but he’s a felon and not allowed, he was also found to have a gun. 
So he was arrested for possession of a firearm and ammunition as a 
convicted felon and booked into the Mendocino County Jail. He’s a 
registered sex offender and as part of proposition 64 which legalized 
marijuana for most, there’s a provision preventing those with certain serious 
prior convictions from cultivating more than 6 marijuana plants.

The latest session of the Lake County Sheriff’s Office Citizens’ Academy is 
complete with 18 graduates. There were fifteen three hour classes featuring 
hands-on instruction with Deputy Sheriffs, Custody Staff,

Supervisors, Civilian Employees and Commanders. The graduates were 
done last Thursday. The next class is next summer. The Sheriff’s dept. is 
already reaching out to the public to encourage folks sign up for the program 
at lakesheriff.com. Applications will be accepted starting next spring. It’s free 
to take the classes, but you have to be a resident or have a job in Lake 
County, be at least 18 years of age, have no felony convictions or 
misdemeanors for three years and you have to go to all fourteen sessions.

Four people accused in the death of a man at a pot farm in Laytonville 
nearly two years ago still in the Mendocino County jail. Seven people had 
been charged in connection to the crime and three have taken plea deals. A 
trial for armed robbery and homicide was set for last Monday, but the jury 
selection’s been pushed to next Monday, October 1st instead. Jeffrey Settler 
was stabbed to death in November of 2016. Those left to be tried, Michael 
Kane, Frederick Gaestel, Jesse Wells and Gary Blank. Mendo Voice reports 
the trial’s been delayed because of a bill on the Governor’s desk about how 
an accessory to felony murder, who did not play a role in the killing, can be 
charged. The case to pick back up after we find out if the governor signs the 
bill into law.

City leaders in Clearlake considering overseeing the Lake Local Agency 
Formation Commission’s finances. At the City Council meeting Thursday the 
subject to be looked at after the Mayor requested the county transfer all of 
the commissions money to the city instead. The Mayor is also the chair of 
the commission. The commission or Lake LAFCO started in 2000 after a 
reorganization of state government. The county handles Lake LAFCO’s 
finances and the organization pays $2,500 a year for that. The others on the 
commission are two county supervisors and two Lakeport City Council 
members.

Volunteers are invited to clean up damaged areas from fires and help gather 
data about local landscape in Hopland. The UC Hopland Research and 
Extension Center burned July 27th and 28th in the River Fire, but homes 
and structures and ranch animals were saved because of those there 
fighting the flames off, including staff, neighbors, CALFIRE and the Hopland 
Fire Protection District. The Extension Center says the data collected today 
will be useful to help others manage and prepare for wildfire. For more info 
to help visit //bit.ly/SupportHREC.

A new state law aims to have California getting all electricity from clean 
power sources like as solar, wind and hydro-electric generation by 2045. 
The bill by Sen. Kevin de León has been signed into law by Gov. Jerry 
Brown with a 100 percent mandate to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
The governor says the state’s committed to do whatever’s necessary to 
meet the existential threat of climate change.

http://lakesheriff.com/
http://bit.ly/SupportHREC


Controversy around Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom in a school text book in the Elk 
Grove Unified School District. The book talks about Newsom when he was 
the San Francisco mayor and how he ordered the city-county clerk to issue 
marriage licenses to same-sex couples back in 2004. The text says 
Newsom made sure people’s rights were respected and calls him a 
“champion” for people’s rights. But some parents say it’s to bolster his 
campaign for Governor and that Newsom was listed along with “Abraham 
Lincoln and Benjamin Franklin and Martin Luther King”. The inclusion in the 
book after California’s FAIR Education Act in 2012 which says school 
textbooks and curricula should include historically underrepresented 
demographics. The books in preview mode and are not in classrooms yet.

A man accused of multiple Northern Calif. rapes across several counties in 
court with victims. Roy Charles Waller at court yesterday and is being held 
without bail. He was arraigned and has not entered a plea for a double rape 
in North Natomas in 2006. Two victims in court, one believed to be the first 
victim who woke up to find the suspect over her in her home when she was 
21 years old, the other also attacked in her home, tied up, but got away and 
stabbed him with scissors. Waller’s believed to have attacked nearly a 
dozen women between 1991 through 2006. He faces charges now for the 
last known attack where two women were tied up and assaulted over six 
hours in Oct. of 2006. DNA evidence used years later turns up Waller as the 
suspect. The same process used to nab the alleged Golden State Killer.

State officials are demanding the Trump administration change course on a 
plan to weaken national fuel economy standards that reduce car emissions 
at the same time saving folks gas money. The state says the new rules 
would hurt people’s health and make climate change worse. The chair of the 
Calif. Air Resources Board testified at a hearing in central Calif. where some 
of the worst air pollution exists, saying the state would take whatever actions 
were necessary to protect citizens and follow the law. The State Attorney 
General also says the state can’t afford to retreat in the fight against climate 
change, and talked about wildfires and high asthma rates for kids in the San 
Joaquin Valley. That’s where there was one of a trio of nationwide hearings 
on the mileage plan.

A bunch of weed munching goats left their workplace, wandering to nearby 
homes. The goats which eat grass and weeds for fire prevention in the 
Oakland hills got loose Monday morning. Their herder and firefighters 
rounding them back up in a couple hours and brought them back to the 
area. The 750 goats in the hills owned by Ecosystem Concept of Dixon. 
Some got thru a fence and wandered about a quarter mile away and went 
into yards or on roads. Residents called the fire department.

PG&E says it’ll put up nine high-definition cameras to look for possible 
wildfires in the North Bay. The utility giant says it hopes the cameras will go 
in by the end of the year in Sonoma, Napa and Marin counties. It’s about 
$700,000 to put in the cameras and run them for a year. It’s all part of the 
AlertWildfire system which is supposed to be like a real time eye in the sky 
sending live images to alertwildfire.org. The cameras put in as the utility 
company facing potential lawsuits for the October 2017 wildfires across 
those same counties. Cal Fire blames PG&E equipment for igniting 16 fires 
across Northern California. There’s still no definitive cause though for the 
most destructive fire of them all, the Tubbs fire.

http://alertwildfire.org/
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A man from Lake County accused of causing the death of another man after 
a fight at the Graton Casino is facing involuntary manslaughter. First Morgan 
Lewis of Hidden Valley Lake was charged for felony assault causing great 
bodily injury after the victim, long time Santa Rosa Junior College custodian 
Hermilo Andrade fell to the ground and hit his head on a concrete sidewalk. 
He died after three days in the ICU. Andrade and Lewis apparently got into 
a fight after one of their car doors hit the other’s and Lewis’s girlfriend was 
pushed to the ground. Words were exchanged and it got physical later the 
evening of Sept. 15th. Surveillance video of the casino parking lot shows 
Lewis use his forearm to shove Andrade who fell down. Lewis was released 
from jail after posting $50,000 bail.

A reminder that PG&E is flying a helicopter low, patrolling electric lines in 
Sonoma, Mendocino and Lake Counties this week. The utility company says 
it’ll continue the practice the next several weeks for enhanced vegetation 
and safety work. They say they may fly lower than 200 feet but still following 
FAA regulations. It’s to see if there’s any vegetation contacting electric lines 
in high fire-threat areas. The flyovers will continue the next 7 weeks in 
Middletown, Konocti (including Hobergs and Adam Springs), Upper Lake, 
Lower Lake, Cobb (including Anderson Springs, Harbin Springs), Kelseyville 
(the Bottle Rock Road area), Clearlake Oaks and Spring Valley.

Eye opening info for the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors who 
commissioned a study about what employees make vs. other markets. The 
Daily Journal reports the partial study and evaluation to cover the county’s 
classification and compensation plan which was ordered to see if changes 
were in order. It shows some county employees make below-market salaries 
and some paid above average. It shows overall labor expenditures. The 
study says the county should come up with a salary strategy and policy as 
opposed to nearby counties, like Sonoma or Lake, then be competitive. The 
study also recommended the county re-evaluate every year and adjust so it 
can retain and recruit staff.

Roadwork in Willits is wrapping up downtown. Pre-paving work started last 
week and paving work is expected next week, all part of the city’s 
Rehabilitation and Relinquishment of Old Highway 101 project. As we 
reported last week there will be one way traffic controls and in some cases, 
detours. There may be delays of about 15 minutes on some roads. Striping 
the road will happen the middle of October with the whole thing to be done 
ahead of the rainy season, or November 1st. Everything, of course, depends 
on weather. The city’s Mayor says Caltrans and Granite Construction have 
been “very efficient” and “mindful of providing for through-traffic and 
pedestrian access to business.”

Those supporting a repeal of the Calif. gas tax at the capitol. They’ve now 
announced a new initiative for 2020 to come up with money to pay for road 
repairs and cut the state’s $77 billion high-speed rail project. The proposal 
asks voters this November to first repeal the 12-cent gas tax and vehicle 
registration fee hikes approved by the legislature. The next step for 2020 is 
to change the state Constitution so money has to go from the existing gas 
taxes to only go to road and bridge fixes, not transit, bicycle infrastructure or 
planning. Then money from auto sales, insurance and vehicle registrations 
would go to transit projects.



An elderly couple from Lake County busted for taking several pounds of 
marijuana across state lines as Christmas gifts get off with no jail time… if 
they follow their punishment to a T. 71-year-old Barbara and 80-year-old 
Patrick Jiron got three years’ probation and home supervision at their house 
in Clearlake Oaks. They also got three 30 day jail sentences which will be 
waived if they follow their probation terms. The couple arrested with 60 
pounds of weed they say were gifts for family in Vermont and 
Massachussetts last December. They said they were unaware that was 
illegal. They pleaded no contest to possession.

Cal Fire’s getting a cash infusion to fight fires. 234 million set aside for the 
fire fighting agency, over their $443 million yearly budget, for $677 million 
altogether. Cal Fire officials had reported they only had $11 million left after 
an early start and busy season. That was when the Mendocino Complex 
was still burning and the Carr Fire in Redding. This is not the first time the 
state had to use reserve funds for firefighting. It’s the tenth time.

A State Senator’s being reprimanded after a lobbyist says he threatened to 
slap her and rubbed her shoulders. Apparently Republican Sen. Joel 
Anderson was not disciplined but was reprimanded. He’s now running for 
the state tax board and not for re-election as a legislator. A letter written 
Monday and publicly revealed to the Senator from the Senate President Pro 
Tem called Anderson’s behavior completely unacceptable. California Nurses 
Association lobbyist Stephanie Roberson made the complaint against 
Anderson last month after their alleged encounter at The Diplomat 
restaurant near the Capitol.

A new study in Calif. shows young people may be voting in large numbers. 
The findings by Democratic data firm TargetSmart. The study shows there 
was a nearly 10% spike in turnout for the primary among those between 18 
and 29-years-old from 2014, the last midterm. It’s the second largest jump of 
any state in the nation. And more than 200,000 16 and 17-year-olds had 
already pre-registered so they can hit the polls in November. The teens also 
apparently didn’t affiliate with any major political party, instead choosing no 
party preference. There were more than 47 percent as political 
independents, compared to 34 percent as Democrats and less than 10 
percent for Republicans. The deadline to register to vote for the November 
election is Oct. 22. Those 16 or 17 can also pre-register. You can do all of 
that online at registertovote.ca.gov.

Calif. reportedly one of seven states and the District of Columbia that 
requires schools to test drinking water for lead. And thousands of schools 
tested their water, but a law signed by the Gov. late last year puts a limit on 
the amount of lead in drinking water which the American Academy of 
Pediatrics says is too lenient. The state law says schools should turn off or 
replace lead-contaminated fixtures with lead concentrations of more than 15 
parts per billion. But the Academy says there’s no amount of lead that’s safe 
for kids because it can increase in children’s blood and limit brain 
development and put them at increased risk for behavioral problems.

A pastor in Danville is put on leave for allowing a priest removed for child 
abuse accusations to still celebrate mass and sacraments. The Bishop of 
Oakland sent a letter last week to parishioners saying he learned that father 
Patrick Foley who was removed for inappropriate behavior with kids was 
celebrating mass and other sacraments at St. Isidore” and he didn’t have a 
“letter of suitability” from his diocese which was a violation of the Catholic 
Church’s national protocols. So now the bishop says he ordered an 
investigation into the violation. So that parish pastor, the Rev. Gerry Moran 
was put on leave while there’s an independent investigation into the matter.

http://registertovote.ca.gov/


Applicants will be asked for the following information:

– Social Security number;

– Address of the damaged primary residence;

– Description of the damage;

– Information about insurance coverage;

– A current contact telephone number;

– An address where they can receive mail;

– Bank account and routing numbers for direct deposit of funds.

– Rental assistance;

– Essential home repairs;

A man in Northern Ireland’s been arrested for breaking into a dead woman’s 
home, stealing credit cards and paying his food and bills with them. Marie 
Conlon died almost four years ago. Late last year, cops went into her 
apartment and found her remains, nearly three years after her death in 
Belfast. Robert Sharkey at some point got in, did not report the death and 
using her money. He pleaded guilty to breaking in, stealing batteries, a 
coffee mug, about $65 cash and her debit card. He bought almost $8,000 of 
Dominos Pizza with the card another $4300 at a supermarket and paid for 
his cell phone and power bill.

A new budget’s been approved by the Lake County Board of Supervisors. 
Lake Co News reports it was a brief meeting yesterday on the topic after 
long budget hearings this summer where fine details of the budget were 
discussed. The final budget is at nearly $243 million dollars, that’s 12 million 
more than the last fiscal year. The County Administrative Officer Carol 
Huchingson was not there but a video message was presented at the 
meeting by her explaining the county’s financially challenged due to a slow 
recovery and unprecedented wildfires, with three new ones since the board 
considered the budget in June. The budget includes technological systems, 
increased pension contributions next year and grant opportunities. She also 
stated in her video address it may be the last county budget where 
operations and services can be considered business as usual, pointing to 
the need of closing some offices on Fridays and a staff vacancy rate of at 
least 20 percent.

A moratorium in place for smoke shops and vapor lounges could be 
extended in Clearlake. The City Council will consider extending the 
moratorium in a public meeting tomorrow night after a closed session on 
possible litigation with the Clearlake Municipal Employees Association. The 
council to consider the extension on tobacco retailers, smoke shops, or 
hookah or vapor lounges after they got a request for a business license from 
a new smoke shop on Lakeshore Drive. City staff looking for more time to 
consider possible regulations.

Lake County residents impacted by the Mendocino Complex fire have until 
next Wednesday to apply for disaster assistance with FEMA. The deadline, 
next Wednesday, Oct. 3rd. After the presidential disaster declaration, 
federal assistance was available for homeowners, people renting and 
business owners who lost their home or business or had damage. You can 
apply online at www.DisasterAssistance.gov or call FEMA’s disaster 
assistance line at 800-621-3362 or (TTY) 800-462-7585. Applicants who 
use 711 or Video Relay Service may call 800-621-3362. The toll-free 
numbers are open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. seven days a week. Loans, grants and 
more may be available.

Disaster assistance for homeowners and renters may include grants to help 
pay for:

http://www.disasterassistance.gov/


– Uninsured and underinsured personal property losses;

– Other serious disaster-related needs not covered by insurance.
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FEMA, Cal OES and SBA have been providing essential emergency support 
to affected communities since the Emergency Declaration on July 28, 2018. 
For more information on California recovery, visit the disaster Web page at 
www.fema.gov/disaster/4382, Twitter at www.twitter.com/femaregion9, Cal 
OES www.twitter.com/Cal_OES and www.WildfireRecovery.org.

A woman in Lower Lake’s busted near the high school with drugs. The 
School Resource Officer reports seeing a car with a female driver and two 
male passengers in the school parking lot in a handicapped parking space 
for staff and students, during lunch break. The officer contacted the driver, 
Amanda Guajardo of Lakeport. She says she was there to pick up her 
cousin, but school staff said that was not the case then it was found one of 
her passengers was on parole and Guajardo was a convicted felon. The 
deputy searched the three and the car, finding pepper spray and a couple of 
meth pipes. Guajardo was arrested, then found with drugs hidden on her 
body which the deputy thought might have been for sale on school grounds. 
So she was arrested for several crimes including being a felon in possession 
of pepper spray and possession and transportation of a controlled 
substance for sale. Since she was on probation, she was held on no bail.

Update for the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors on the county’s 
Cannabis Cultivation Program and related matters. The County Department 
of Agriculture commissioners told supervisors there would be a satellite 
office at the County Museum tomorrow. The department is also reportedly 
planning other outreach events over the next two months so the county has 
an opportunity to reach out to folks in rural places of the county so 
cultivators can meet up with them near their places of business or homes. 
The Daily Journal reports the cannabis permit application process is moving 
at a slow pace as there are 708 applications under review.

A damaged water line is being fixed in Middletown. But some homes were 
without water due to the break. Lake Co News reports the water system was 
temporarily shut down last night and water workers were there making 
repairs digging up earth in the area. The repairs were supposed to be 
complete last night. The news site reports Cal Fire and South Lake County 
Fire were ready with an emergency water supply if needed with water 
tenders at the ready. No word on how the water line burst.

Several new state gun control laws are in force now. One of the new laws 
means anyone getting a firearm in Calif. will have to have at least eight 
hours of training, with live-fire exercises, before they’re allowed to carry. 
That was part of just one of several bills the Governor signed yesterday. 
Right now Sheriffs and police chiefs have to get up to 16 hours of training 
before granting the permits. But there’s been no minimum standard or 
requirement so gun owners demonstrate they can safely shoot a gun. Major 
law enforcement groups say it’s a minimal requirement and a commonsense 
step. There are 25 other states requiring the same. The governor also 
signed a bill to ban bump stocks an add on to rifles that makes them like 
machine guns and was used in the Las Vegas Strip massacre.

The Governor has signed a load of bills, two related to marijuana. One to let 
folks buy and use weed at festivals or other public events if the organizer 
has a permit and permission from state and local authorities. Right now it’s 
only allowed on county-owned property like fairgrounds. The second pot 
related bill related to those arrested on marijuana charges who can’t get 
bank loans or technical support to get cannabis licenses.

http://www.fema.gov/disaster/4382
http://www.twitter.com/femaregion9
http://www.twitter.com/Cal_OES
http://www.wildfirerecovery.org/


Things are humming along on time for the final repairs of the Oroville Dam. 
November 1st is the deadline for construction of the new spillway. There 
was one snag, but it looks like they’ll still make the deadline. One of the 
slabs in the middle chute of the spillway had to be replaced because of hot 
weather and high winds. More than 220 new slabs have been laid in the 
spillway. There are still about seven slabs to lay in and the upper chute is 
about ¾’s of the way complete. There will still be some work after the Nov. 
1st deadline though, emergency spillway work, concrete curing, joint sealing 
and sidewall backfill all on the main spillway.

If you’ve got a trip planned out of San Francisco’s new Transbay Transit 
Center, you’re out of luck. The Center’s closed until the end of next week 
because a cracked beam was found in a safety inspection. The Center cost 
$2.2 billion so buses and one day trains, can take off from there. But it was 
closed after only a month being opened after the crack was found in a beam 
that supports the complex. Officials say it’s about 2½ feet long and 4 inches 
deep on the bottom of a 60-foot-long beam over Fremont Street, between 
Mission and Howard streets. There’s another crack in a parallel steel beam 
crossing Fremont Street.

A new poll shows Democratic Gubernatorial candidate and Lt. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom has a good lead to be the next state leader, but it’s off from what it 
was this summer. That according to a new poll by the Public Policy Institute 
of California. The poll has Newsom with 51 percent of likely voters choosing 
him, down from 55 percent in July over Republican John Cox, a 
businessman from San Diego County, who shot up from 31 to 39 percent 
over the same period. The president of the institute says it may be because 
Cox was campaigning quite a bit and his message of being an outsider may 
be resonating with independents. The same polling has Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein’s lead over state Sen. Kevin de León — both Democrats also 
slipping. She had a 22 point lead, now it’s only 11 points.

Traveling thru LAX with weed, you still have to go thru the TSA. Travelers 
can carry up to 28.5 grams of marijuana and 8 grams of concentrated 
marijuana for personal use since January. But if you’re planning to carry the 
weed past TSA, marijuana is illegal on the federal level. The TSA says 
they’re focused on terrorism and security threats and if they find marijuana 
on someone, they refer the case to police. It’s then up to cops to decide 
what to do. At the same time an LA City Council member is proposing 
marijuana amnesty boxes for travelers, so if they confiscate your stash, you 
could put it in a box to be retrieved when you return.

A man arrested in Wisconsin, running from cops after a market ripoff, then 
goes to a cornfield but comes back out saying he was overtaken by 
mosquitoes. Police in Cambellsport say John Wilson of Fond du Lac was 
hiding after being accused of stealing more than $500 of booze from a 
Piggly Wiggly. They say he then led them on a three-mile car chase and 
emerged then ran into the field. Cops with a police dog went after him, but 
just after the search started they find him trying to hitchhike nearby. He 
threw his hands up when they found him, saying, "I am the guy you’re 
looking for" and the mosquitoes were "really bad." He asked his arresting 
officer to wipe more than a dozen squeeters from his forehead.

The blue ribbon committee that’s supposed to come up with ways to 
improve water quality at Clear Lake are having their first meeting 
Wednesday, Oct. 10, in Lake County. The meeting at Running Creek 
Casino’s open to the public starting at 10 a.m. The committee created by the 
state legislature to invest in the lake with a yearly scientific approach and a 
contract with UC Davis to do the research. Assemblywoman Cecilia Aguiar-
Curry drafted the legislation. She says it’s the first step to revitalize the 
economy and to protect and restore the lake.



09/28/18

A man from Lincoln’s been arrested for arson after being connected to a 
string of fires last year. Cal Fire investigators say Kyle Jeptha Bridgman 
confessed to setting five fires in Lincoln between June and August of last 
year. He was connected to the fires along with another man, Gregory 
Courtney of Yuba City who was arrested in August. The Placer County 
Sheriff’s Office and the FBI along with the Placer County District Attorney’s 
Office and the Placer County Probation Department worked on the case. 
Bridgman’s bail was set at $160,000.

Free adoptions for animals at Mendocino County Animal Care Services. It’s 
a nationwide effort next Saturday, October 6th to “Empty the Shelters”. It 
was created years ago by the Bissell Pet Foundation. The vacuum 
company. The event so folks can adopt a dog or cat free, you just have to 
pay the $25 license fee for a dog, cats are free. All of the dogs are over four 
months old and the cats are various ages. The last couple of Empty the 
Shelters in Ukiah show a high retention rate for animals in their forever 
homes. 36 animals had been adopted. Only one was taken back to the 
shelter. Right now there’s about 24 dogs and 30 cats looking for their 
forever home.

Fire season peaks in August, but crews were kept busy yesterdayafter a 
couple of small brush fires were started by a PG&E contracted helicopter 
after it hit power lines causing a power outage in Calistoga and parts of 
Lake County. Most of the over 8000 customers affected by the outage had 
their power restored by 4:30pm, and no injuries were reported in the 
incident. Meanwhile, crews had to work to restore power to thousands of 
south county customers yesterday afternoon in an outage that was not fire 
related.

17 people have been charged with a series robberies of apple stores. Eight 
people have been arrested, 9 others are still on the run. Authorities say the 
group stole more than $1 million dollars worth of iPhones and other 
electronics from stores across the state, and are suspected of another 
robbery of $10,000 in merchandise at a T Mobile store. Authorities say that 
ultimate customers pay when the costs are passed along to consumers.

The Ukiah City Council has scheduled a special meeting today over a 
settlement agreement regarding a lawsuit filed by the Ukiah Valley 
Sanitation District, alleging that the city owes tens of millions of dollars that 
should have been paid according to an agreement used to operate the 
Ukiah Valley Wastewater Treatment Facility. Trial was supposed to start this 
week, but the court agreed on a delay “to allow more time for settlement 
discussions,” The meeting is scheduled for 4pm.

This is a first: Drunken scootering in LA? That happened after a drunk man 
knocked over a pedestrian while riding a scooter in West Los Angeles, 
becoming the first person in L.A. to be convicted for a scooter-related DUI. 
28 year old Nicholas Kauffroath was sentenced to 36 months probation and 
ordered to pay a fine and restitution after he hit a 64 year old pedestrian on 
a sidewalk on Santa Monica BLVD and Sawtelle BLVD and didn’t stop, 
instead continuing to an apartment in the area. Police tracked him down, 
and found his blood alcohol level to be three times the legal limit before 
placing him under arrest.

The Lakeport fire protection district is preparing to layoff three full time 
firefighters and scrapping plans to hire a fourth at station 50 after a budget 
was accepted by the board. An offer for a 10 percent pay cut across the 
board was declined, and officials say revenues aren’t keep up with costs so 
the decision to lay off the firefighters was made. The district ha plans to put 
a measure on the ballot as early as March to increase the fir tax to sustain 
operations and allow for future growth.



A fire started by a PG&E contracted helicopter after it hit power lines 
sparking two small brushfires yesterday afternoon is being blamed on a 
power outage in Calistoga and parts of Lake County. Most of the over 8000 
customers affected by the outage had their power restored by 4:30pm.. No 
injuries were reported in the incident. Meanwhile, crews had to work to 
restore power to thousands of south county customers yesterday afternoon 
in an outage that was not fire related.

Bright students working towards high school graduation can also earn 
college credits at the same time thanks to a partnership between Mendocino 
Collage and Ukiah High School. After long term planning and 
implementation, the 2018-2019 Middle College class is underway with a 
group of 27 Ukiah High School sophomores, who will be taking at least one 
college class this semester- and will have access to college level classes to 
speedup their educations. Students in the program can graduate from high 
school with one to two years of college credits. More info can be found at 
www.mendocino.edu.

There has been a lot of talk about fake news since the 2016 election, and 
Senate Bill 1424 looked to begin addressing the issue by creating a “fake 
news” advisory group to monitor information posted on social media, but it 
will never become law. Governor Jerry brown has vetoed the bill which 
would have required the California Attorney General to create the advisory 
committee by April 1st saying that: the creation of a statutory advisory group 
to examine this issue is not necessary, pointing to multiple past studies on 
the spread of false information.

A search warrant executed in the 13000 block of Spruce Grove Road in 
Lower Lake on Sept 21st turned up an illegal marijuana operation, and led 
the Lake County Sheriff’s Office Narcotics unit to another home on 
Horseshoe Road in Hidden Valley Lake owned by a suspect now accused of 
illegal marijuana cultivation. While searching the home of 40 year old Pedro 
Landa Alvarez, detectives found evidence of marijuana cultivation and sales 
along with $10,000.00 in cash, and a 2017 Chevy truck which was seized. 
Detectives also found evidence that led them to a home on Mountain 
Meadow South in Hidden Valley Lake, which had been completely 
transformed to grow marijuana indoors. In all, 537 marijuana plants were 
taken from the home along with 3 loaded Semi-Automatic pistols, a loaded 
AR-15 style assault rifle and several additional hunting rifles. A second 
suspect,40 year old Trinidad Carrillo-Gonzalez was also booked into jail, 
Both men were released after posting bail.

The National Insurance Crime Bureau says family sedans are very popular 
choices for car thieves these days, with a vehicle stolen every 40 seconds 
across the US- experts say new technology has made it easier for thieves to 
get their hands on your ride.

According to the data- the most stolen vehicles in California are: the 1998 
Honda Civic, 1997 Honda Accord, 2004 Chevrolet Truck, 2006 Ford Truck, 
and the 1991 Toyota Camry. Experts say you can take steps to reduce your 
changes of becoming a victim like paying to install an alarm, keeping 
windows up and doors locked and hiding valuables.

He went from Terminator to Governor.. of California! Arnold Swarzenegger 
always said he’d be back, and he popped up this week with a birthday 
greeting for his Terminator co-star Linda Hamilton, posting a pic of the two 
on the set of the upcoming Terminator movie next to a pic of them from back 
int he day. The caption: “I’m pumped to be back together again” At least one 
more birthday will pass before we get to see what they are up to- Terminator 
premieres Nov 2019.

http://www.mendocino.edu/


The time for voters to make a decision about weather to support Proposition 
6 will be here soon, and a new poll by the Public Policy Institute of California 
sheds a little light on how voters are feeling right now. The proposition, that 
would repeal an increase in the state Gas tax, and cut about $5 Billion from 
the state transportation budget was opposed by only 39% of voters. 
Respondents of the poll did send a mixed a message though, when half said 
they’d have no problem voting to repeal. The only question now is weather 
more voters will come around when they find out there’s a plan to pay for it, 
which is to divert some tax dollars to road maintenance, ending the stage’s 
high-speed rail project, and cutting union compensation packages.

The Clearlake Police Department received a report this week from staff at 
Lake County Behavioral Health about a man threatening to come to the 
office and shoot employees. 32 year old Michael McDaniel of Spring Vally is 
accused of calling the office and speaking with two staff members, 
threatening to come and shoot employees. Police says he has a rap sheet 
that includes murder, and that they found multiple firearms in his 
possession. Clearlake Police searched McDaniels home in Spring Valley, 
and later found him at a neighbor’s house before arresting him for felony 
criminal threats and booking him into the Lake County Jail.

For over 50 years, a federal fund has been the source of billions of dollars 
used in developing and acquiring public lands like Trionne-Annadel State 
Park, and it is being allowed to expire on Sunday. This has California 
officials concerned because the fund has been a major part of funding used 
in upkeep around the state, supporting about 30 projects over the years with 
$7.8 million in funding.

In a move that could only have ended badly, a man at Dublin airport missed 
his flight yesterday, and tried flagging the pilot down to get on board. 
Witnesses say the man busted through an airport door, running down the 
tarmac yelling and waving in an attempt to flag down the plane. Predictably, 
he was detained and turned over to police. On his way out of the airport, he 
yelled at media, and swung his suitcase at them, before mooning the crowd. 
He has a court date in November.

Some tense moments today as a Lake County Sheriff’s School Resource 
Deputy and Kelseyville High School staff received reports of verbal threats 
made by two students to shoot other students at the school. All schools in 
the district were placed under lockdown until the suspects could be found 
and student safety could be ensured. The suspects were located and 
arrested for making criminal threats, their parents are cooperating with the 
investigation.

Back in Oct 2017, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
commissioned a study to try and find out which employees are underpaid, 
and overpaid- to see if any changes could be made. Looking at the cost of 
labor differences around Mendocino County showed that the city of Santa 
Rosa had a 12.4% difference in the cost of labor, while Humboldt/Euraka 
and Lake/Lakeport counties showed 0%. The study recommended that a 
salary strategy be used to find out the appropriate difference between pay in 
Mendocino County and pay in Lake County, etc and come up with fair salary 
and schedules.



A university in Toronto is offering support to any of the 500 students 
accidentally exposed to a graphic anatomy lesson during a lecture on 
Introductory Psychology. The University professor was trying to beam his 
lesson through a projector for his students when the racy video began 
broadcasting to students who had mixed reactions. Some laughed, others 
walked out, and some even posted snapchat video of their horrified 
classmate’s reactions in the packed lecture hall. A university spokesperson 
says the school is aware of the situation and are encouraging students who 
are feeling unsettled to speak with staff.
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