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A no-joke warning this April 1st about the potential for another serious drought 
season ahead. Today is the day that scientists close the books on the winter 
snowpack measurements in the Sierra Nevada. The snow level at high elevations 
should be at its deepest right now—a kind of dividing line between snow FALL 
and snow MELT. The troubling news is that the depth is WAY below what it 
should be, which means less water to replenish reservoirs. The year started with 
record snow in December but since then it has been dry and warm. No more big 
snow is likely — big ski resorts are shutting down for the season starting this 
weekend — so now we wait for another possible summer of low water and high 
risk for wildfires.

Governor Newsom has signed a tribal-state gaming compact with the Rancheria 
of Pomo Indians in Lake County and the Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut 
Tribe in Sonoma County. The governor says the deal promotes tribal economic 
development and self-sufficiency. He also says it fairly regulates gaming 
activities, affords patron and employee protections, and provides thorough 
environmental review for potential off-reservation impact.

Those recyclable cans and bottles might be worth a bit more soon. CalRecycle 
has announced a new budget proposal, subject to legislative approval, to put 
$100 million into a program to temporarily double the state’s California 
Redemption Value for cans and bottles. Director Machi Wagoner says it’s an 
attempt to get more people to recycle. That rate is about 70 percent. The goal is 
to push it closer to 80 percent. The double your money back would last until a 
windfall of deposit money from purchases made during the pandemic runs out.

Spring break for Governor Newsom and his family, but we don’t know where 
they are other than somewhere in Central and South America. The vague 
itinerary is for security. The governor put off family trips for the past two years 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic, wildfires, and the recall election. 
Communication director Erin Mellon says the governor is in regular contact with 
staff and legislative leaders and will be back home in a couple weeks.

A second COVID booster shot has been approved by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) for certain groups. The Mendocino County 
Public Health office says the state put out a statement as well that the booster is 
for those over 50, at risk of severe infection, and for those who are moderately or 
severely immune-compromised between 12 and 50 years old. The Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines should be given at least four months after the first booster. 
Moderna boosters are approved for those 18 and older, and Pfizer for those age 
12 and older. Immune compromising conditions need to be confirmed by a doc 
before a second booster is administered.
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In an effort to avoid an eviction tsunami, several thousand Californians are 
getting a reprieve in the form of a rent relief extension. The Legislature is 
allowing tens of thousands of renters another three months of no rent hours 
before the deadline. The state is therefore paying the rent of those who cannot 
due to the lingering effects of the pandemic. Those getting relief have had to 
apply for the money. If approved, they can’t get evicted, and even if they’ve 
applied and are awaiting an answer from the state. The law was supposed to 
expire this morning. And for the first time in Calif. history, a woman signed a 
bill into law. Since Gov. Newsom is traveling overseas, the Lt. Gov. Eleni 
Kounalakis signed the bill into law as Acting Governor.

Not just any vehicles, but a couple tangled, blocking part of Highway 101. A car 
hit a PG&E vehicle yesterday near the Parducci Road Overcrossing. The CHP 
reported it was a gray Toyota Avalon that hit a PG&E truck, causing the Avalon 
to spin out. Around lunch time the crash was cleared, only about five minutes 
after it happened.

A car has crashed into an RV in Willits, but there were no injuries. The sedan 
slammed into the parked RV near Willits Furniture Center on the 700 block of 
Central Avenue. Police on the scene to steer traffic away from the smashup.

Burn permits are required now, pretty early in the season. Those with residential 
burns have to apply with Cal Fire Mendocino. You can also go to your local Cal 
Fire station too. It’s for those who are considered to be located in the state 
responsibility area (SRA), and others nearby may also need a permit, so you’re 
told to check. You’ll also need to check with the Mendocino County Air Quality 
Management District to be sure it’s a permissive burn day. Usually the permits 
are suspended around this time of year, which is generally considered a rainy 
month, but we’re in a drought. Last year permits were required a month later, in 
early May.

The acting Governor, Lt. Gov. Eleni Kounalakis, on the last day of Women’s 
history month, made history. Acting Gov. Kounalakis signed legislation for an 
extension of rent relief, the first woman to sign a piece of legislation into law in 
Calif. She smiled as she signed, saying she was “deeply humbled to take this 
action and to be part of history”. Kounalakis was joined by the lawmakers 
behind the rent relief extension. Tens of thousands who either applied or were 
awaiting their application decision will now have until the end of June, instead 
of yesterday. Yesterday was the deadline, which would have meant landlords 
could start evicting people today. Gov. Newsom is on vacation overseas.

A Stage 4 Drought has been declared by the Mendocino City Community 
Services District Board of Directors. The board is also discussing a rate increase 
following last year’s discussion because of a nearly $70,000 budget hole. The 
District also has to replace some old equipment and make improvements to their 
recycled water system. The last time they raised rates was in 2018, and the last 
sewer rate increase was 2015. A consultant for the District has offered five 
scenarios for a rate increase, but they’ve not released any to the public.
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More literacy coaches and specialists are being suggested by state education 
leaders. The specialists would work with students and teachers so that students 
can read by third grade by 2025. The state Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Tony Thurmond has put together a group of educators, parents and education 
experts for policy recommendations. The task force was formed last year. The 
Superintendent, State Board of Education President and other educators met 
online this week to figure out ways to get more money for the campaign.

A 35 year old man from Fort Bragg has been arrested on child sex abuse 
charges. Mendocino Deputies were tipped that a nine year old girl may have 
been the victim of continuous sexual abuse and found probable cause. Along 
with Child Protective Services social workers, deputies identified, then arrested 
Antonio Borrero-Ginel who they found had had continuous access to the child 
who was known to him. He was first arrested for continuous sexual abuse of 
child under 14 years-old, but then additional charges were tacked on including 
sexual intercourse with child under 10 years-old and oral copulation of a child 
under 10 years-old. He was being held on $1,000,000 bail.

After a woman in Willits called to report an unwanted man was in her house, 
deputies arrested a man seen near the home. The woman reportedly called and 
said she came home and found food was eaten. She gave deputies a description 
of the man who was seen walking along Highway 101 about a mile away from 
the home. Ryan Okerstrom was arrested on burglary charges and held on 
$50,000.00 bail.

Mendocino Deputies have arrested a woman in Willits for being in possession of 
drugs. Kimberly House had a warrant for her arrest for possessing drugs. And 
when Deputies went to speak with her, they found she was again in possession. 
So they searched the home and found more methamphetamine, heroin, and 
fentanyl was located. Along with three digital scales, packaging material and a 
firearm. House is charged with possession for sale of controlled substances and 
for being a prohibited person in possession of a firearm and booked on 
$50,000.00 bail.

Two people from Willits have been arrested for being in possession of drugs. 
Mendocino Deputies went to speak with Jerald Diggs who had a felony arrest 
warrant. They saw him leaving a home and followed, then pulled him over. They 
searched the car and found four packages of suspected methamphetamine, and 
over two pounds of bud marijuana. They also found booze, a meth pipe, burner 
cell phones, a stun gun and other evidence in the name of another person, Randi 
Spencer. Deputies say Diggs was trading weed for methamphetamine. Diggs is 
charged with dealing and transporting marijuana and held in jail on $35,000.00 
bail. They went back to Digg’s home and found Spencer in possession of 
methamphetamine and glass pipe commonly used to smoke methamphetamine, a 
digital scale, packaging material, and a bunch of weed. So she too was arrested 
for possession for sale of a controlled substance, conspiracy and possession of 
drug paraphernalia and booked in jail on $25,000.00 bail.
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After a rumor months ago there might be a serial killer on the North Coast, 
which was never proven, info has been released on at least one death. Alyssa 
Sawdey’s body was found in January in Ukiah. But Deputies say it was “acute 
methamphetamine toxicity” and no other “significant contributory factors”. 
Deputies had interviewed multiple people in an effort to discover what may have 
happened to her and what her activities had been before her death. They say 
based on interviews, evidence from the scene, and the autopsy report, her death 
is being classified as “accidental.” The other January death was of 33 year old 
Amber Dillon, whose body was found around the Mendocino/Sonoma County 
line. Deputies say the two deaths are not related.

The Mendocino County Sheriff is going to the Board of Supervisors to be able 
to offer $20,000 hiring bonuses to bring in new sheriff’s deputies from other law 
enforcement agencies. But that’s not it… he also wants a $7,000 bump for 
deputies who self-finance their education at the police academy. Kendall is 
citing low staffing levels because Deputies are leaving for higher paying jobs 
elsewhere, or they’re retiring early. He has not given the board any evidence of 
such but penned a letter to the Board asking for help to beef up staff numbers. 
The Acting Mendocino County C.E.O. responded the Sheriff’s office has 111 
full time positions in the budget, with 93 filled. And at the jail there are about 55 
out of 73 positions are filled.

Another way to help those without internet, the Mendocino County Library is 
handing out Wi-Fi hotspots for county residents’ to access the internet when 
they need it. They have 45 hotspots which were secured with money from the 
Emergency Connectivity Fund Program administered by USAC (Universal 
Service Administrative Co.) with oversight from the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC). It’s to help in areas with no broadband services across the 
country. All of the Library branches and the Bookmobile have the hotspots for a 
28-day checkout period, first-come, first-served. The Library also notes they 
have DIY Energy and Water Saving Toolkits and Early Education Literacy Kits.

For more information, please visit http://www.mendolibrary.org, call your local MCL branch, or contact the Mendocino County Cultural Services Agency at 234-2873.

A man involved in a Willits murder 25 years ago, who served time, has been 
arrested in the abduction and death of a young Nevada woman. Former 
Mendocino County resident Troy Driver was identified in the kidnapping of 
Naomi Irion of Nevada. Last week Driver was arrested in connection to her 
abduction after being identified by local Deputies and from surveillance footage 
from a Walmart parking lot. On Friday, he was further charged with Irion’s 
murder. Driver also faces charges of burglary, robbery and destruction of 
evidence. Irion was reported missing after she was waiting for a bus in the 
Walmart Parking lot in Fernley, Nevada. Her body was found in a shallow grave 
last week about 150 miles away from where she disappeared.

http://www.mendolibrary.org/
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A man accused for starting the Hopkins Fire in Mendocino County late last 
summer is being ordered to be psychologically evaluated and brought back to 
competency for trial. Last Sept. 20-year-old Devin Johnson was arrested after he 
was seen standing near the fire, before and after the flames started. He’s charged 
with arson and faces ten years to life behind bars. But his lawyer said he 
probably wasn’t competent to stand trial, so it was placed on hold, after he was 
acting erratically in the courtroom. He will stay in the jail for the treatment 
which could include prescribed antipsychotic medication. The judge has asked 
for updates every 90 days. 46 structures were destroyed by the fire which spread 
quickly through tinder dry fuels in Calpella.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors is discussing an affordable housing 
project and the

Middle Creek restoration project at their next meeting. Water Resources staff 
will give the update on the Flood Damage Reduction and Ecosystem Restoration 
Project. They’re considering bringing part of the lake back to its historic 
wetlands. As far as the affordable housing project, the board will sit as the Lake 
County Housing Authority Board of Commissioners and consider a property on 
Collier Avenue in Nice for an agreement between the Lake County Housing 
Authority and the Rural Communities Housing Development Corp.

Another death from COVID19 has been reported in Mendocino County. On 
Friday, during his public discussion on the ongoing pandemic, Dr. Andy Coren 
said the 126th person lost their life to the virus. This was an unvaccinated 82-
year-old Hispanic man from the North County. Coren noted it was the first death 
in about a month. There was only one person noted in the hospital, and they 
were outside the county. So there are currently no Mendocino County residents 
hospitalized locally. Coren says the case rate is down, at under 4 new 
cases/100,000 people. Just under the amount the state is recording of 4.4 cases 
and the CDC transmission rate is 6.7. He also touched on the new variant of 
omicron, BA.2, saying it’s about 30 – to 50-percent more transmissible than 
omicron, but that vaccines are still effective against the mutation. Coren also 
said the state would probably see a wave of new cases, but not a surge.

A new Fort Bragg Food Bank location has opened in Albion. The Albion Fire 
Department Station is hosting the food bank on Wednesdays from 3:00 pm to 
6:00 pm. A fireman will run the pantry, which is the eleventh food pantry now in 
Mendocino County. It opened two weeks ago for the first time with five people 
checking in, then 20 the next week. Those interested just have to show up when 
they’re open and fill out a small amount of paperwork. The supplies include 
what the larger food bank can supply, which includes cold storage items and 
produce, juices, and canned foods.
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The snowpack is lower than anticipated, but not as low as seven years ago, when 
it made history. Then Governor Jerry Brown was at the snowpack measurement 
back then, the lowest it ever was. And last Friday was pretty low too, 38% of 
average. It was measured at the same spot where Governor Brown was in 2015, 
at Phillips Station south of Lake Tahoe, then it was only at 4% of the location’s 
average water content. The director of the California Department of Water 
Resources says it’s a very dry landscape which shows the challenges the state 
faces. She said it was worse this year, than last, and that this month is worse than 
last. And that this year’s snowpack is the worst it’s been in seven years and the 
sixth lowest April measurement in state history.

Maybe you felt something… there were a couple of earthquakes along 
the coast. Further up, but medium sized anyway. The 4.1-magnitude 
earthquake shook around Rio Dell yesterday morning, but it was about 
13 miles deep into the earth. Several shake reports came into the United 
States Geological Survey. Then minutes later a 3.9-magnitude hit. The 
aftershock hit right where the first quake shook. Experts say earthquakes 
between 2.5 and 5.4 can be felt pretty good, but usually don’t cause any 
damage.

The state is considering raising the amount of money residents get back 
for turning in recyclable cans and bottles from deposits. The Governor’s 
administration is going to temporarily double the deposit for 12- and 24-
ounce bottles or cans. The administration is hoping that will encourage 
more people to recycle. The director of the California Department of 
Resources Recycling and Recovery says it will get Calif. back to being at 
the top of the heap as far as recycling programs go. The plan would 
keep the deposit charge the same but the return amount would double in 
order to raise the recycling rate to at least 80%, from its current 70% 
rate.

A warning from the health dept. about the recent spread of norovirus. 
The stomach ailment has reportedly sickened over 30 people in the state 
the last few weeks after they ate raw oysters harvested in British 
Columbia, Canada. The state Dept. of Health warns you should not 
indulge in the slimy mollusks if they’re imported from British Columbia 
where several growing regions have been shut down because of 
sanitary contamination. There are nine restaurants in Calif. where folks 
ate the oysters and became ill between March 11th and 19th. There are 
reports of contaminated oysters in other states from British Columbia as 
well.
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The city of Clearlake has a new, beautiful mural up on a wall at Hope 
Center. The artwork created by Violet and Michael Divine on the building 
on Emerson Street. The building is used to help the homeless and those 
who suffer from substance abuse conditions. Lake Co News reports the 
idea was for an inspirational mural, so the image depicts a dragonfly to 
represent the Hope Center’s story of healing and renewal. It shows the 
dragonfly flying up from a muddy bottom to evolve and traces the 
lifespan of the flying insect, showing eggs and what’s left behind after it 
mutates, leaving the river behind. The news site reports it’s part of a 
campaign by the Lake County Rural Arts Initiative to bring murals to 
Lake County to make it an arts destination for economic growth.

A man from Lakeport is going to prison after being arrested for child 
pornography. 60-year-old Scott Cramer, the former owner of a local bike 
shop got two years for felony possession of child pornography. He was 
arrested 2 years ago after cops found he was using social media to 
upload kiddie porn at least five times. The uploads were over almost one 
year. The former owner of Main Street Bicycles was charged with felony 
possession of child pornography and bringing obscene materials that 
depict a minor in a sex act into the state. He got a deal with the DA’s 
office if he entered a no contest plea to one charge with the second 
charge dropped. The judge rejected the deal originally. But Cramer’s 
lawyer told the court he had prostate cancer and needed treatment, and 
possible surgery. The DA offered up the mid-term sentence that was in 
the probation dept. recommendation and the judge agreed. Cramer also 
has to pay $1,300 in restitution.

The Clearlake City Council is considering what to do about a restaurant 
that’s fallen into disrepair and has been vacant quite a while. The 
meeting Thursday night will also feature Proclamations for April 10th to 
16th as Public Safety Telecommunicators Week, and April as Child 
Abuse Prevention Month and Sexual Assault Awareness Month. They’re 
going to be asked by city staff to give a demolition contract to a company 
to tear down the old Sunflower restaurant. The staff report says they’ve 
been continuing with abatement actions after new owners took over last 
year, yet there are still health and safety hazards that have not been 
addressed. 

You can grab your firewood on the Mendocino National Forest now. 
 Personal-use firewood permits are available for free for the 2022 
season. You can go online to apply or visit the Upper Lake Ranger 
District, or the office in Willows. It does take about three weeks for the 
permit to arrive and includes a map of where you can cut. It’s illegal to 
go into the forest and take wood without a permit. The firewood has to 
be from dead trees, already on the ground. And the most you’re allowed 
is 6 feet. Permits are also available by mail.

Download a firewood permit request form at http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mendocino/firewood and follow the mail-in instructions.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/mendocino/firewood
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The mayor of Fort Bragg has written an open letter to the public to let them know the status of Mendocino Coast Health Care District after discussion of a possible closure. The letter comes after a February meeting of the District where possible dissolution was considered. The mayor, Bernie Norvell, says he was interested after hearing about it and wrote a letter to one of the Directors of the District, finding there had not been a meeting yet by an exploratory committee. He then asked the Chair of the Directors for a meeting with himself and a city council member so they could objectively research the possible dissolution. He says it’s a positive move in a “forward-thinking direction”. If you have any questions you feel are important on the matter, the mayor asks for emails: bnorvell2@fortbragg.com.

A new report shows math scores in Calif. schools for eighth graders 
were pretty abysmal. Ed Source reports the 2021 standardized test 
scores were in line with those of fifth grade skillsets. That’s according to 
the recent study of the state’s Smarter Balanced tests. It takes a look at 
the performance over a period of time, shedding a light on students 
falling behind annually, and even before the pandemic broke out. It starts 
in third grade, the analysis shows, which lines up at about the time when 
the first tests were administered. The analysis shows progress really 
slowed last year when most kids were doing distance learning.

A man from Santa Rosa headed to Mendocino County has died. 56-
year-old Anthony Irvin was in a pickup truck and for some reason left it 
on the side of a rural road south of Hopland. He was reported missing 
Friday night to Santa Rosa Police. The next day Mendocino County 
deputies apparently found his truck and looked for him but found no 
evidence he was nearby. He was apparently in a mental health crisis at 
the time. His description was circulating around for a few days, but 
yesterday the Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reported his body was 
found.

There’s a seminar free to Mendocino and Lake County residents 
regarding mental health issues and substance use disorders in youth. 
The Mendocino County Office of Education is offering a Youth Mental 
Health First Aid training, next Thursday. The event is 9am to 2 pm and 
free for all to attend. The seminar will cover how to identify, understand, 
and respond to signs of mental illness and substance use disorders in 
youth. It gives adults working with children a new skillset so they can 
support them, and connect them to others who can give them the right 
care.

mailto:bnorvell2@fortbragg.com
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There’s been some action at the construction site for a new California 
Conservation Corps in Willits. The Willits News reports the project will 
probably take over two years to finish, depending on the weather. A 
Woodland company is doing the construction. The current Center for the 
Corps is in Ukiah, but they were unable to expand in that location, so 
they bought some land across from Adventist Health Howard Memorial 
Hospital in Willits. The Center will include 12 buildings, which will house 
administration, dormitories, an education building, recreation building, 
multipurpose building with kitchen and dining room and a warehouse 
with a work area and hazardous materials storage room.

An update has been given to the Lake County Board of Supervisors on 
the Middle Creek Restoration Project which looks to restore some 
wetlands near Upper Lake. The 1,650 acre area is where the Middle and 
Scotts creeks meet. Those are Clear Lake’s two largest tributaries. Lake 
Co News reports the Water Resources agency says it makes up about ½ 
of the Clear Lake watershed. The two tributaries provide nearly 60% of 
the inflow and 71% of the phosphorus floating into Clear Lake. The 
project was reportedly set up to slow the potential for flooding. They will 
take out levees to accomplish that. There is some concern about 
endangered species in the area and the cost of the project. The 
committee on the project meets next in June.

A new report tells the tale of climate change and how wildfires could only 
get worse. Advisors to lawmakers put out several new reports showing a 
bleak future for Calif. due to global warming. The Legislative Analyst’s 
Office reports were unusually dark. They completed a six part series 
showing how the economy might be impacted and how climate change 
affects our daily life. It includes talk, not only about wildfires, but also 
high temperatures and floods. It says that could force more school 
closures which would get in the way of continued education, childcare 
and the availability of free school lunches. The report cites facts and 
case studies to back it all up.

It may not happen after all… Amazon had planned on building a couple 
of warehouses in Sonoma County, which could have meant countless 
jobs. One of the two was being pummeled by public opposition, but the 
other one, could happen still. The North Bay Business Journal is 
reporting Amazon has put up three sorting and delivery warehouses in 
Solano and Napa counties already and they were planning to lease a 
250,000-square-foot distribution warehouse and another 181,000-
square-foot facility. But the owners of the buildings and county planning 
staff say the whole thing is up in the air now with Amazon pulling out of 
the lease before the deadline.
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The Koi Nation is out of luck after a unanimous vote by the Sonoma 
County BOS against their planned casino and resort by Windsor. The 
unanimous vote on the proposed project was first opposed by the 
Supervisor whose district would have benefitted from the $600 million 
project. But apparently five other Native American tribes were against 
the mammoth project too. The tribe, for their part, says they were never 
informed about a resolution, calling them a “Non-Sonoma County Tribe.” 
This was in alignment with letters the Board received from the Graton 
Rancheria, owners of the Graton Resort and Casino near Rohnert Park; 
the Dry Creek Rancheria, which owns the River Rock Casino near 
Geyserville; and the Cloverdale Rancheria.

Community Colleges in Calif. have been getting some attention by state 
lawmakers. There’s a bill being considered to increase adjunct 
professors’ benefits. A couple of bills to foster better working conditions 
for part time teachers advanced the state Assembly Higher Education 
Committee yesterday. The bill by the committee chair, Assemblyman 
Jose Medina would mean part time instructors, or adjuncts would teach 
up to 85% of what a full timer takes on. He says it would allow them 
more stability so they wouldn’t have to teach in various schools. Another 
bill would create pay equity between part-time and full-time professors. 
That one is not getting support by the Community College League 
though. They represent school trustees and top administrators.

The state Legislature is considering the Governor’s plan to allow citizens 
to sue gun manufacturers. Yesterday lawmakers advanced a bill to 
empower private citizens to sue people dealing illegal weapons. The 
state already has some of the most stringent gun laws, but so far has not 
been able to curb the illegal purchases that continue in the state and 
stop those dealing so-called ghost guns. The Governor’s proposal would 
allow residents to file civil lawsuits against those distributing illegal 
assault weapons, the parts used to build weapons, guns without serial 
numbers, or .50 caliber rifles.

Wire fraud and bogus vaccination cards could send a naturopathic 
doctor from Napa to prison. Juli Mazi pleaded guilty to charges against 
her. This was the first case of its kind in federal court regarding bogus 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention vaccination cards for 
COVID-19. The US Justice Dept. reports the woman faked vax cards for 
as many as 200 people and gave them instructions about how to 
complete the cards and make them look like they got the Moderna 
vaccine. At the same time she was selling homeopathic remedies she 
claimed would provide patients “lifelong immunity to COVID-19.” She’s 
set to be sentenced at the end of July.
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Seven women are now part of a lawsuit against the ex-mayor of 
Windsor, saying he sexually assaulted them. The group accuse former 
Mayor Dominic Foppoli of using his Healdsburg winery and a local 
service club for his misconduct. They say Foppoli used his “power and 
connnections” and plied them with booze. They claim in their court 
papers they’ve been patiently waiting for some justice, but it keeps 
getting delayed which is taking an emotional toll on them. He and others 
blamed for being a party to his crimes, have been served the 
documents. The women, who are seeking damages and restraining 
orders say they were raped, groped or otherwise manhandled by 
Foppoli.

The details of the murder of a woman from Nevada are coming out now 
that a suspect has been charged in the case. Troy Driver, a former 
Mendocino County resident is accused of kidnapping, shooting and 
killing 18-year-old Naomi Irion who disappeared a few weeks ago. The 
Churchill County, Nevada Sheriff’s Office reported her official cause of 
death was murder, by gunshot wounds to the head and chest. Driver 
was reportedly seen getting into Irion’s car in a Walmart Parking lot and 
taking the wheel. She was never seen alive again. He was also involved 
in a Willits 1997 murder and served time for that. He now faces murder 
charges again, along with felony kidnapping charges and robbery.

State fisheries are opening in California. The Department of Fish and 
Wildlife announced nearly every fishery is reopening to the public today 
after nearly 2 yearlong closures due to the Covid-19 pandemic. There 
are 22 fisheries, all but one are opened. The one in Kern County is 
closed for maintenance but will reopen soon. Most are about an hour 
away from most California residents. Information about specific 
hatcheries, including locations, hours, directions and safety guidelines 
can be found on the CDFW website. There are no indoor activities at the 
moment, and most indoor spaces are staying closed, there may also still 
be some public safety restrictions in place because of the ongoing 
pandemic.

In a stunning turn of events, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors 
unanimously said yes to allow the Sheriff to offer $20,000 hiring bonuses 
for new sheriff’s deputies. Sheriff Kendall had been decrying the ability to 
hire and keep staff members. He also asked for other incentives too. He 
said it would be less expensive to offer the bonuses, than to put a new 
recruit through the academy. And he says going to the academy takes 
six months, so a lateral hire, someone who’s already a deputy 
elsewhere, makes more sense. The move mirrors what the Ukiah Police 
Department does, also offering $20,000 hiring bonuses. Some 
supervisors were curious to know how the Sheriff intended to find the 
lateral recruits, but signed on to the idea anyway.
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Drones will be buzzing around the skies of Ukiah thanks to a new 
Electric Utility Dept. agreement. The city’s starting a program for utilities 
to be inspected by drone so they can get up close to city-owned 
electrical infrastructure. The drones will take a look at distribution and 
transmission lines and substation equipment. The planned flyovers go 
through October and will continue each year. The flying machines use 
an infrared thermal camera to detect hot spots and loose connections. 
The city of Ukiah’s Public Works Department will also use the drone to 
document progress on other projects. The utility inspections start this 
month and will fly from 8:00a.m. to 4:00p.m.

If you want to see what’s up with the pandemic in Mendocino County, 
the Public Health Dept. has launched a new Covid-19 data dashboard. It 
has various bits of information, including where you can get vaccinated, 
and how many deaths we’ve suffered. There will also be detailed state 
information on hospitalizations and deaths. The announcement on the 
new dashboard by the Public Health Officer, Dr. Andy Coren at his 
regular meeting last Friday. Also noted, the OptumServe facility at the 
fairgrounds in Ukiah is offering PCR and rapid tests. Coren also noted 
the county would continue providing pop-up testing and vaccine events.

The Lake County Sheriff’s Office has received a grant from the state 
Justice Dept. to help find and reduce the amount of illegally owned and 
possessed firearms in Lake County. Lake Co News reports the Sheriff’s 
Office started to look in the Upper Lake area for illegal firearms, and 
potential criminal thefts, and found 48-year-old convicted felon Shawn 
Rorabaugh who was not allowed to own firearms, had them. After a 
search warrant was served, Deputies say they found a bunch of ammo, 
body armor and multiple firearms. He was not there at the time; cops say 
he probably took off to avoid arrest. They’re asking anyone who may 
know where Rorabaugh is to call the Sheriff’s Dept.

The Commercial Dungeness season is off after the state determined 
there was too high a risk for humpback whale entanglements. The 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) says under the state’s Risk 
Assessment Mitigation Program, they’ve closed the fishery at the 
Sonoma/Mendocino county line to the Oregon state line, effective at 
noon on April 20th. That’s for Zones 1 & 2. The agency says they also 
closed Zones 3 through 6 after three recent humpback whale 
entanglements in Dungeness crab fishing gear. So all crab traps have to 
be taken out. And the Lost and Abandoned Gear Retrieval Program will 
start to remove commercial Dungeness crab traps left in the water next 
week.
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Word in Ukiah there’s been an abundance of cats rounded up, and 
possibly tossed in the garbage after a resident complained. The Daily 
Journal reports a local told them she found her cat in a trap in the back 
of a car. The woman told police she was searching her neighborhood for 
one of her cats which disappeared about a month ago. She says she 
heard a cat crying and found another of her cats in the trap near one of 
her neighbor’s houses. She says she retrieved the 10 year old, named 
Roo and confronted the person who owned the car, and called police. A 
Community Services Officer responded and the woman says they told 
her it wasn’t illegal to trap strays if they enter someone else’s property, if 
they’re taken to the animal shelter. She says her cats had collars and 
were well-fed, and obviously not strays. Police would only tell the 
newspaper this was an active investigation they couldn’t comment on.

Police are on the lookout for a man wanted for murder in Humboldt 
County—who could be making his way to Mendocino County. 
Mendofever.com reports 27-year-old Austin Medeiros is suspected of 
killing a woman in Kneeland last Sunday. Deputies there say A caregiver 
found the woman’s body inside a home after a man identified as 
Madeiros tried to block the caregiver from getting in. The suspect took 
off in the victim’s car and then ran off from police who had stopped him 
nearby. Now, authorities think Medeiros could be headed to Mendocino 
County so they are warning people against picking up hitchhikers. 
Madeiros, who is from Rhode Island, is 5′ 6″, weighs 125 pounds, and 
has long brown/blonde hair and hazel eyes. You can contact the 
Humboldt County Sheriff’s office if you have any information.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office says one of its deputies may 
have saved the life of a man who overdosed on drugs by giving the man 
a shot of Narcan. According to the department, bystanders reported the 
man smoking something in the 100 block of Ford Road and when 
deputies got to the scene they found him unconscious. As one deputy 
did CPR, another administered the shot, which revived the man. He was 
taken to the hospital for further treatment. The MCSO has been using 
Narcan since April 2019. One report shows Mendocino County has one 
of the highest rates of OD-related deaths in all of California.

Aspiring young poets in Lake County will have a chance to be the 
county’s first youth poet laureate. The Lake County Arts Council and 
Lake County Poet Laureate Georgina Marie Guardado say the rising 
popularity of youth poetry in the US-inspired them to start the new 
program. The arts council will work with a New York-based organization 
to develop the local initiative. There have been 11 ADULT poets-laureate 
in Lake County since that honor was first given in 1998.
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All of the properties cleared of debris following the Cache Fire in Lake 
County been returned to their owners. The state’s Consolidated Debris 
Removal Program came in, took out the remains and left the properties 
ready to get their permits so the owners can start reconstruction. 84 
properties were part of the statewide debris removal program. And only 
five had hazardous trees removed by the state. Over 350,000 tons of 
debris, almost 22,000 fire-damaged trees and other hazardous materials 
were taken from the area. Some of the work also included asbestos 
surveys and the removal of asbestos, soil samples and erosion control.

The old Sunflower restaurant in Clearlake is a go for demolition. The City 
Council approved of the tear down after abatement measures stood still 
and they also approved a last minute proposal to go to the fed for 
funding for a new Sports Complex. At the last minute staff requested the 
council vote on applying after Congressman Mike Thompson informed 
the city there could be money from the federal government for the 
proposed Burns Valley Sports complex and recreation project, but the 
deadline to apply is in one week. The former Sunflower restaurant was 
deemed a health and safety hazard and public nuisance 3 years ago, 
with no moves by a new owner to fix the issues, so down it goes.

A man from both Fort Bragg and Ukiah accused of trying to kill another 
man 2 years ago has been found guilty. 67-year-old David Giusti was 
convicted by the jury of first degree attempted murder of William Gordon 
behind the CVS pharmacy in March of 2020. He’s also guilty of 
assaulting Barry by force likely to produce great bodily injury. The 
prosecution also provided information to the court that Giusti has 
previously been convicted of an assault, so this would be a second 
strike. The case was referred to the Probation Dept. for a sentencing 
recommendation, which will be handed down May 19th.

No measurable snow has been found at the Covelo Ranger Station, as 
expected. The survey at the Anthony Peak and Plaskett Meadows 
sampling locations. The last time it was zero was in 2015. The April 1st 
average is just under 27 inches for Anthony Peak and just over 15 
inches for Plaskett Meadows. It follows a survey in the Sierra Nevada 
that was also way below normal, and one of the driest April’s on record. 
There were high temperatures the first quarter of the year, along with 
record dry weather. This mix could be an indicator of what kind of fire 
season we will have to endure. The snow surveys are done monthly 
January through April through a program paid for by the California 
Department of Water Resources.

A man formerly of Talmage is going to prison for killing his stepson and 
the attempted murder of his stepson’s partner. Thomas Jones reportedly 
received the longest non-death prison sentence in the legal history of 
Mendocino County, life without the possibility of parole and 172 years to 
life more. He was found guilty a couple months ago for the shooting 
death and first-degree attempted murder. He also had three previous 
robbery convictions in Lake County and another three in Sonoma 
County.
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A woman reported missing from Boonville has been found safe. Cindy 
Marie Hughbanks was reportedly missing for two days. Mendo Fever 
reports her cousin was in touch with them to get the word out. She had 
apparently left her horse, which her cousin said was “out of character” 
for her because she always told people when she was leaving. She had 
her dog with her though as a BOLO was sent out to look for Hughbanks 
after she was reported missing to the Sheriff’s Office. After she arrived 
back home, there was no public notification about where she ended up, 
or why she vanished.

After a head on crash on Highway 20, the CHP reports one death. A 
man from Lakeport died and a woman from Ukiah had major injuries. 
The CHP Clear Lake Office reports Jennifer Peters of Ukiah and her 
passenger, a Redwood Valley man, Ronald Hoel Jr., were in a 2005 
Acura TSX headed west on SR-20 and for some reason crossed the 
double yellow line crashing head-on into a 2003 Chevrolet Silverado 
driven by the Lakeport man. Peters’ passenger had minor injuries. 
Everyone had their seatbelts on. The CHP has not said if they suspect 
drugs or alcohol as factors in the crash. There was a pretty lengthy 
closure on the highway as first responders descended on the scene this 
week.

A lawsuit has been filed against the Mendocino Redwood Company to 
get them to stop logging activities in a watershed that’s habitat for 
threatened northern spotted owls and fish. The plan is to log almost 
1,000 acres of redwood forest which environmental groups claim violates 
an ordinance approved by voters to reduce fire danger. The Center for 
Biological Diversity’s case says Cal Fire “blatantly ignored state and local 
laws to approve this destructive logging project”. They say it’s the last 
thing that should be done in the middle of a climate emergency and 
extinction crisis. Court papers say the project will remove some of the 
larger trees in the area, which the owls depend on as their habitat is in 
decline. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service said two years ago northern 
spotted owls should be reclassified to endangered.

Almost $35 million dollars has been awarded to cities, counties, tribes 
and transit agencies by Caltrans. An announcement came earlier this 
week for road repairs and sustainable transportation projects. The grants 
include money from the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017 for 
sustainable projects to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve the 
state highway system, enhance access to safe walkways and bike paths, 
and increase natural disaster preparedness. The interim director of 
Caltrans says the money’s meant to also prepare the state for rising sea 
levels, wildfires and other climate related impacts.
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A report that just came out publicly says the federal Bureau of Prisons 
did nothing after hearing complaints there might be asbestos and mold 
at a federal women’s prison in California. The prison is under the 
microscope for alleged sexual abuse of inmates. Now the U.S. Office of 
Special Counsel is asking the Attorney General Merrick Garland to get 
involved. There have been several whistleblower complaints against the 
facility in Dublin. The office has asked Garland’s team to submit a report 
within 60 days. Some of the issues in the whistleblower complaints say 
managers have not addressed unsafe and dangerous working conditions 
which have put the health and safety of employees and inmates at 
considerable risk. It comes as the fed is already investigating serious 
misconduct at the facility. Five employees and a former warden all 
charged with sex abuse.

The German Shepard dubbed Thunder the Wonder Dog after it was shot 
and left to die in the forest near Caspar, has now died. The severely 
abused dog went viral after its owner tried to euthanize him herself but 
was not successful, so she left him in the forest seriously injured and 
shot. He was adopted after healing and lived on three acres in Shasta 
County, where his new owner says he lived a happy life. But last week it 
was found the German Shepherd had cancer and was only given a week 
to live. He died Saturday.

A fire over the weekend in Fort Bragg near Highway 20 and Hare Creek 
apparently started in a homeless camp. Fire officials say they haven’t 
figured out what started the fire but found structures in flames in the 
homeless encampment and spreading to brush and tall trees. 
Firefighters were charged with immediately protecting homes. Fort Bragg 
Fire and CalFire were on the scene with the Mendocino Fire Volunteer 
Fire Department, called on, but then canceled as the fire was contained 
before they got there.

Cal Fire is reporting several burn piles escaped from where they started 
last month, igniting small wildfires. Cal Fire Mendocino has started to 
require burn permits about a month earlier than usual due to the early 
fires. The Cal Fire Chief says folks need to be more vigilant about debris 
fires and controlled burns, saying it’s not really fire season anymore — 
it’s a fire year. Chief Luke Kendall says it’s much drier than in the past, 
so it wouldn’t take much to start a wildfire. He says the grass in Ukiah’s 
hills is already turning brown, which normally doesn’t happen until late 
May. The agency is preparing for a long wildfire season…. Or year. 
They’ll have at least one engine at every fire station by the middle of 
May, and be at peak staffing levels, by the end of May.
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At the last Mendocino County Board of Supervisors meeting, the County 
Assessor, County Clerk, Recorder called in with a warning ahead of the 
Primary. Clerk Recorder Katrina Bartolomie’s message to candidates 
and voters against so-called electioneering. California election codes say 
you’re not allowed any sort of political action at polling places. That 
includes the elections office at the Mendocino County Administrative 
Center. The ballots are going out the first week of May for the Primary 
and Bartolmie says they’ve been very busy with a few hot local races in 
Mendocino County, so with that, the warning, to stay 100 feet away from 
polling places with political advocacy work, and that this year, Zoom and 
(Microsoft) Teams meetings are also included in electioneering.

It’s not what you think… PG&E is hovering around in choppers, but it’s to 
practice, in case they need to do Public Safety Power Shutoffs this 
summer… or sooner, but not right now. The energy company’s 
energized electric lines can be damaged and cause fires if their 
equipment is hit by a tree branch or other debris in a windstorm. The 
company says, because of that, they might have to once again de-
energize lines to help prevent wildfires. In a real power down, they won’t 
power back up until the severe weather changes and lines have been 
cleared of any downed trees, branches or other issues. Then crews 
inspect again to be sure they can power back up, before doing so. The 
company says the practice patrols are to figure out how long all of that 
would take. And to improve safety.

Someone in the Mendocino National Forest Middle Creek Campground 
has reportedly been impaled by a stick somehow and died. Mendo Fever 
reports medics were called to the campground yesterday morning, then 
an air ambulance was called to the area, but never got there as the 
victim died before they could arrive. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office 
coroner was called to the scene. No other info was immediately released 
on how the incident occurred.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors (BOS) is considering an urgency 
ordinance for a temporary moratorium for any new agriculture and 
cannabis cultivation projects due to the drought. At the meeting 
tomorrow morning, in person, and on Zoom, the BOS will consider the 
interim urgency ordinance proposed by Supervisor Bruno Sabatier for 
the 45-day moratorium to protect water resources during the drought. 
The write-up to the BOS for the ordinance says Lake County Water 
Resources says already, the drought conditions may cause Clear Lake’s 
levels to drop close to the 1976 and 1977 lake levels. Sabatier says the 
county can do a better job conserving water without adding a new 
burden on the county’s already stressed water system. It would allow 
any projects already sent to the state for approval, to move forward.

This week, Congressman Mike Thompson is hosting a virtual town hall 
on the economy, inflation potential and the global market. It starts 
Wednesday night at 7pm. You can watch live on Thompson’s Facebook 
or email his office for an online invite. He’s having a special guest, chief 
economist at the US Dept. of Commerce. The two will talk inflation, gas 
prices, supply chains and Buy American policies.
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The state has been impacted by the high price of prescription drugs 
related to Medicaid. In 2019 Governor Newsom went to private 
businesses to get help and a new Medicaid program was unveiled at the 
beginning of this year, with a private company running it. The latest on 
the plan, was that it hasn’t gone as anticipated, with thousands of low-
income residents unable to get some of their critical medications for 
weeks, some had to wait on hold for hours when they called for help. 
The Medi-Cal Rx program was to be run by a unit of Magellan Health, 
who claim they are at the top when it comes to knowing pharmacy 
benefits and mental health. But the company was purchased by another. 
That company Centene has been accused by a handful of states for 
overbilling Medicaid.

As we mentioned last week, the state Department of Fish and Wildlife 
has opened nearly all fisheries in the state except for one in the Central 
Valley. The Feather River Fish Hatchery in Oroville was closed for two 
years and has now reopened to visitors for self-guided tours and guided 
tours by appointment only. It’s part of the massive Oroville Dam, where 
chinook salmon and steelhead trout spawn upstream the Feather River. 
The two species swim from the ocean to the hatchery every spring and 
fall. The chinook which were caught last fall are getting close to being 
mature now, so they can be seen at the hatchery until they’re released at 
the end of the month, into next month. The hatchery says they hope to 
fully reopen for this year’s Oroville Salmon Festival which is scheduled 
for Sept 24th.

The state’s warning dog owners in northern California to be careful of the 
possible spread of Salmon Poisoning Disease. This potentially fatal 
disease is only spread in dogs after eating some types of raw or cold 
smoked fish like trout and salmon that can become infected with a 
bacteria-like organism. The parasite is a natural organism in northern 
California waters. The reminder to dog owners from the State Dept. of 
Fish and Wildlife to be careful when feeding your dog, and even keeping 
them away altogether from salmon, steelhead, trout and other freshwater 
fish carcasses. The parasite dies in cooked fish, and is not harmful to 
humans. If your dog somehow ingested it, or you suspect that, you 
should watch for signs of stomach illness.  Your dog can be treated if the 
disease is caught in time, but could die if they aren’t treated.

The state Legislature is considering a bill to remove the homeless who 
have encampments near rivers and other open spaces. The move after 
the body of a 20-year-old woman was discovered in an area by tents at a 
popular park near Sacramento. The woman had disappeared in January 
along the American River Parkway which is visited by millions of people 
every year. It’s also popular with transient folks. The body of the missing 
woman was found in a secluded area not too far away from some of the 
encampments. A homeless man was charged with murder and rape 
soon after. A group of Democratic state lawmakers are calling on the 
Legislature as a whole to pass a bill so it can be easier for local 
governments to clear out homeless encampments along parklands and 
other open spaces.
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There could be a bigger tax refund coming your way from the state 
under a new proposal by lawmakers. The plan would only impact about 
2.4 million Californians next year and raise the renter’s tax credit for the 
first time in over 40 years. The credit has not changed since 1979 and 
also not adjusted for inflation. Those who make less than about 
$44,000/year get a tax credit of $60, and renters earning less than 
$87,000/year, and are married, filing taxes jointly, would get $120. Under 
the plan by a State Senator of Orinda. The credits would go to $500 for 
single filers and $1,000 for joint filers and single filers with dependents. 
The Senate Appropriations Committee will consider the bill at some point 
this month.

The Lake County Coroner’s office says the man found impaled by a tree 
branch in the Mendocino National Forest had been riding a dirt bike 
before it happened. 68 year old Rex Powel of San Rafael was killed on a 
camping trip with his son in an area designated for off-highway vehicles 
near the Middle Creek Campground. The CHP reported the man’s son 
stopped first because of debris on the trail and dad was behind him, hit 
his brakes and was ejected from his bike and fell into some bushes 
where he was injured.

The Pacific, Gas & Electric Calif. Climate Credit is being applied to bills 
this month. The Public Utilities Commission created the credit to combat 
climate change. The energy company says it will help bring down 
customer energy bills this month up to over $87 for some. Natural gas 
residential customers will get a $47.83 credit. And electric residential 
customers are getting about $39. Customers getting both services will 
see a total credit of $87.13. The state mandates power plants, natural 
gas providers and other large industries who let off greenhouse gases 
have to buy carbon pollution permits from the California Air Resources 
Board and the credit is the share of payments customers paid into the 
program.

The old Palace Hotel in Ukiah is getting a new life… again. New buyers 
have been allowed to take over the hotel. Paru and Jitu Ishwar are 
already in the business. The couple reportedly own four local motel or 
hotel franchises. The two reportedly bid on the building in 2019 at nearly 
one million dollars. That will include paying for unpaid receivership fees 
and money advanced given to the court-appointed receiver so they could 
prepare the documents for the sale. The city will reportedly hear more of 
the Ishwar’s plans for the old hotel in coming weeks after it fell into 
disrepair about four years ago. The receivership happened after the last 
owner didn’t follow through on repairs and reopening the Palace. The 
new owners have a nine month period to show they’re moving forward 
with a facelift and reopening.

A pickup truck has crashed with a big rig near Laytonville on Highway 
101 north. Mendo Fever reports one of the vehicles caught fire, and one 
person died. The CHP reported to the scene to pull someone out of one 
of the vehicles and air ambulances were requested but could not fly due 
to the weather. The highway was also blocked due to one of the vehicles 
actively burning and bags of dirt were strewn across the highway. Mendo 
Fever reports the driver of the pickup died and the pilot of the big rig had 
life threatening leg injuries and was taken to Howard Hospital in Willits.
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A murder suspect wanted in Humboldt County and believed to have 
been headed to Mendocino or Lake County was reportedly arrested in 
Santa Cruz. On Friday, the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office reported 
searching for Austin Medeiros who they say they thought was going 
through Mendocino County. Social media posts said folks saw the guy in 
both Mendo and Lake counties, but he was arrested Sunday in Santa 
Cruz. Police say he was trying to steal a boat there. Santa Cruz police 
busted Medeiros with nearly 30 grams of magic mushrooms and a 
loaded, stolen firearm. He’s accused of murdering a 28-year-old woman 
from Kneeland April 3rd. He’s being held in the Santa Cruz County Jail 
on several charges besides murder, including possession and 
transportation of drugs and held on $1 million bail.

A fire has been contained after breaking out over the weekend between 
Potter Valley and Lake Pillsbury in the Mendocino National Forest. The 
Slides Fire was spreading due to high winds in the area Friday and 
Saturday. It burned just about an acre and a half. The firefighters on the 
scene have not released what caused the fire. Firefighters were still on 
the fire mopping up yesterday, but since it rained activity was minimal.

Several applications for short term rental properties are being 
considered by the Lakeport Planning Commission. The meeting 
tomorrow night will also feature a review to the city’s housing element. 
The short term rental applications are spread out and not related to each 
other. The commission’s also going over their 2022 goals and the same 
from the city’s planning department and work program. They’ll also hear 
about housing production and some housing related programs and 
policies contained in the housing element.

A continued drop in school enrollment means for the first time in over 2 
decades the state has less than 6 million students in public schools. The 
report by the California Department of Education shows enrollment was 
lessening at a quicker pace than it did before the pandemic, which could 
mean severe budget cuts and the potential for long-term financial 
instability for schools. More than 110,000 students dropped out for a 
total of 5,892,240 this school year,. That’s about 2% less than last year, 
but not as deep a drop as the first year of the pandemic, when it was 
down 2.6%. The report also showed enrollment in Charter schools was 
down for the first time since at least 2014. Kindergarten enrollment was 
up though.
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A new treatment for those who get COVID-19 is here. The Mendocino 
County Public Health Office reports oral treatments for those at higher 
risk are now available in the county as the Omicron surge has subsided. 
The free medications can help prevent serious illness, hospitalization, or 
death. It’s called Paxlovid and is available for anyone 12 and older 
weighing more than 88 lbs. It must be taken in the first five days of when 
the symptoms appear and requires a prescription from a doctor. They 
are for those, not fully vaccinated, immunocompromised, or have 
underlying health conditions like diabetes and obesity. You can call your 
doctor about the new meds or the county’s COVID-19 information line at 
707-472-2759, 8:30 am – 5:00 pm on weekdays.

The CHP has released more info on the fatal crash on Highway 101 
yesterday which killed a woman and her dog. The CHP says the crash 
near Spyrock Road happened after the woman’s brown Nissan Titan 
crossed over the double-yellow line and hit a semi-truck hauling soil. Her 
truck caught fire and she died there. The big rig driver was seriously 
injured. He’s only been identified as a man from Willits who was taken to 
Howard Hospital. The victim’s names have not been released. There 
were two dogs in the pickup, one of them survived and was taken to 
Mendocino County Animal Shelter. The CHP says weather may have 
been a factor in the crash, but not believed to be the cause.

In a closed door session this week, the Lake County Board of 
Supervisors hired an Interim County Administrative Officer (CAO). After 
coming out of session, the Chair of the Supervisors announced publicly 
that Susan Parker, who has 20 years experience at high levels, will take 
over as the Interim Officer. She’s been serving under Carol Huchingson 
as the Assistant County Administrative Officer for three years. 
Huchingson announced her retirement a few weeks ago. The Board 
apparently looked at other candidates from a nationwide pool, many with 
similar experience in other states. Parker commented it is a great honor 
to be selected and she looks forward to continuing serving local 
residents.

A motorcyclist has reportedly crashed into Clear Lake and died. The 
rider on a 2001 Harley Davidson headed east on SR-20 when for 
unknown reasons he veered off the south side of the highway, hit 
several boulders, and the shoreline, then went into the lake. A nearby 
fishing boat apparently saw the rider go into the lake and pulled him to 
shore and called 9-1-1. But emergency crews tried CPR, with no luck 
and pronounced the man dead on the shoreline. Police reports say 
alcohol appears to be a factor in this crash.
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A mobile home ordinance in Fort Bragg has been changed to entice 
more tiny homes to the area. Homeowners and developers are allowed 
to put up the little houses around Memorial Day on a single residentially 
zoned property within city limits. The homes would be considered an 
accessory dwelling unit but could also be the main residence on a 
property with a second tiny home as an accessory. Those who take part 
need to follow some rules about where exactly they set down their new 
tiny home, like using a concrete pad under it as a foundation and setting 
it 4 feet back from the property boundary. If they have wheels, they must 
be covered with skirting and their plumbing must be connected to city 
water and sewer. The homes may not be used as vacation or short term 
rentals either.

A former employee at Friedman’s Home Improvement in Ukiah says she 
was sexually assaulted and harassed while on the job. Montana Edgar 
was a Cashier at the store and says after the incidents she was forced to 
quit, because she complained. She’s filed a lawsuit in Sonoma Superior 
Court claiming another employee at the Home Improvement store, David 
King, was to blame. Court papers say Edgar started working in the store 
around the beginning of the pandemic and King would come up from 
behind her and get too close, brushing up against her, stroking her arms, 
and rubbing her back. She says even though she tried to avoid the guy, 
he would trap her, and gyrate or grind up against her. She reported it 
and that other females were also harassed, to no avail.

A free training is being offered by North Coast Opportunities on Community Emergency Response. In partnership with Mendocino County and the Office of Emergency Services, North Coast’s Volunteer Network will offer the workshops in Ukiah and Caspar, on April 30th and May 1st, respectively. The training will include ways to help yourself in an emergency, and your neighbors. They say the training will be fun and an empowering way to learn about disaster preparedness and survival skills, rescuer safety, teamwork, fire safety and suppression, basic disaster medical operations, and light search and rescue. For more info: http://www.mendocert.com/training. Or call 707-462-1959 for more information.

In person meetings are happening again at the next Middletown Area 
Town Hall. The meeting is at 7 pm, April 14th in the community meeting 
room between the Middletown Senior Center and the Library, 21256 
Washington St. It will also be hosted on Zoom for those who cannot 
attend. They will hear from the Lake County Public Services staff on the 
Clean California grant, they’ll talk fire prevention with the Battalion Chief 
of South Lake County Fire and there will be an update from the Tree 
Mortality Committee. They will also hear an update on cannabis projects 
in town and hear from the grievance committee and review the January 
minutes and alternate election process.

The Rotary Club of Lakeport is hosting their yearly Easter Egg Hunt in 
person for the first time since the pandemic hit. The event’s been going 
on since 1926, but took a two year hiatus due to safety concerns around 
COVID19. There were modified events the last two years, like drive-thru 
Easter bunny visits and basket giveaways. The Rotary President says 
they’re all very excited to return to the tradition in person, and it will be a 
lot of fun to watch children finding eggs again. It’s all happening this 
Sunday at the Lake County Fairgrounds in Lakeport. Gates open at 1 
p.m. There will be some cash prizes in one golden egg and two silver 
eggs. And of course the Easter Bunny will be there for photos with the 
kiddos.

http://www.mendocert.com/training
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A new proposal in Calif. to beef up the amount of zero-emission cars 
sold in Calif. Clean air regulators propose doing away with any new 
gasoline powered cars in the state by the year 2035. If agreed to by the 
California Air Resources Board this summer, Calif. would be the first for 
these regulations in the world. There are more than a dozen other states 
who had pledged to follow California’s lead on car standards on previous 
clean-car rules. The Governor had signed an executive order in 2020 
that ordered the Air Resources Board to end the sale of gas powered 
cars by 2035, so the new proposal by the Board sets it in motion.

A new study says it might be the right time to get rid of some of our most 
thirsty plants in Calif. And old appliances and leaky pipes can suck pipes 
dry too. Researchers have put together some guidelines on how to 
reduce water by over 30% in cities and suburbs by being more efficient. 
The Pacific Institute study also found ways to save water in urban areas 
so rivers and aquifers are not weakened. Researchers found huge 
amounts of water could be saved in the state by following new ways that 
don’t include reducing water use indoors and outdoors, reusing treated 
wastewater and collecting more runoff when it rains. The study called 
those water saving techniques, a “big lie”. Research showed boosting 
local water could be done by capturing stormwater and storing it in 
aquifers, not letting it run off. The study shows the state might be able to 
capture between 580,000 and 3 million acre-feet of stormwater in urban 
areas each year this way.

A little more information on the accident that killed a dirt bike rider in the 
Mendocino National Forest. The accident happened Sunday on an off-
road vehicle trail on the Upper Lake Ranger District. The man and his 
son were near a camping area bike riding, when the son stopped due to 
debris on the road. Dad stopped behind him but was thrown into some 
bushes where he was impaled by a branch. Medics found him in full 
protective gear and said despite that he was killed in the accident. The 
man was treated where he was hurt, then moved to the Middle Creek 
Campground area and pronounced dead there. Alcohol and/or drugs 
were not suspected as factors in the crash.

As wildfire risk extends through the entire year nowadays, Pacific Gas 
and Electric Company says they’re going to use more advanced 
technology to quickly and automatically shut off power. It can happen, 
the company says in one tenth of one second if the system detects a 
potential threat to the electric system, like a tree branch falling onto a 
powerline. The program started last July as a pilot idea. The Enhanced 
Powerline Safety Settings (EPSS) are being expanded to all distribution 
powerlines in high fire-threat areas this year.
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The case against Pacific Gas and Electric Co. after the 2019 Kincade 
fire has been settled. The Sonoma County DA’s office charged the 
company after fire investigators found the company’s aging equipment 
was to blame for the fire. The deal includes $20.25 million in payments 
to local institutions and for that 22 misdemeanors and 8 felonies were 
dropped against PG&E. The DA’s office will also have oversight over the 
energy giant’s fire prevention initiatives for five years. The DA said the 
company’s “reckless conduct” led to the largest wildfire in Sonoma 
County’s history. The company is paying out $34.5 million more for the 
Dixie Fire to avoid criminal charges. That wildfire was the largest single 
wildfire in California’s recorded history.

A man from Covelo’s been found guilty for criminal threats and 
possessing a shotgun, among other crimes. The Mendocino County DA 
reports 27 year old Cort Patterson Miller, Sr. was also found guilty of 
violating a domestic violence restraining order. It’s up to the probation 
department to decide how long he goes away after the state Legislature 
changed the long-standing sentencing practice of letting local judges 
decide if a case is aggravated or mitigated that use to be made at the 
sentencing hearing until the beginning of this year. Now an aggravated 
sentence has to be proven beyond a reasonable doubt unless a 
defendant waives their right to the jury deciding. So back to court they go 
in one week from Monday.

A couple of bills in the Legislature could change the way early education 
looks in Calif. One would make kindergarten mandatory, that one is in 
the state Senate. The other in the Assembly, would mandate school 
districts offer full-day kindergarten. Early childhood experts say there’s 
emerging studies on expanding the day for kindie’s would give them a 
head start later in life. It would also help close the state’s achievement 
gap, because there are some little one’s who skip kindergarten 
altogether, which teachers say gives them a struggle keeping up with 
others who have attended. The authors of the twin bills say voluntary 
kindergarten leaves children unprepared, and if it were mandatory they’d 
have better social skills too.

Changes afoot in the University of California system regarding critical 
race theory. Academics in the system are proposing setting certain 
criteria and content for high school ethnic studies courses like what the 
State Board of Education said was divisive two years ago. If a student 
wanted to go to a UC school, they’d have to take required classes that 
don’t necessarily coincide with state law or the current ethnic studies 
curriculum the state board adopted last year. The criteria as it stands 
now gives local districts authority to decide what should be taught in 
ethnic studies. But over 100 faculty members have sent a letter critical of 
the plan to UC’s Academic Council, saying it seems it’s an attempt to 
teach students a “particular take on a range of highly controversial 
issues”.
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There’s been an expansion of restrictions on the Dungeness Crab 
season due to whale entanglement worries. The California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) director says the Risk Assessment 
Mitigation Program for the recreational crab fishery has shown there’s 
currently an increased risk of entanglement, so he’s restricting crab trap 
use for the rest of the recreational Dungeness crab fishing season. The 
season ends July 30th in Del Norte, Humboldt and Mendocino counties 
and June 30th in all other counties. The trap restriction begins April 24th 
which bans any recreational crab traps in the water.

There won’t be a moratorium on agriculture or cannabis cultivation 
projects in Lake County after all. This Tuesday, the Board of Supervisors 
gave the proposal a resounding thumbs down. They were considering a 
45 day moratorium due to the drought and possible stress on water 
resources. Supervisor Bruno Sabatier said climate change was to blame. 
There had to be a 4/5 vote, but three board members were immediately 
against the idea even though Sabatier showed proof that Clear Lake 
may hit levels this year, not seen since the 1970’s. Other supervisors 
said to give staff some time to come back with ideas and planning over 
the next few weeks.

The cause of a Willits woman’s death is inconclusive says the Sonoma 
County Sheriff’s Office. 33 year old Amber Dillon’s body was found in 
January in a remote grassy field near the northern county line north of 
Cloverdale. The Sheriff’s office report says Dillon had a pretty deep cut 
in her scalp and a couple needles found in her jacket pockets. But 
they’ve declared her death undetermined, with significant contributing 
factors: “hypothermia, blunt force injuries of the head and 
methamphetamine abuse.” Someone apparently flagged down a CHP 
officer in early January for her body near Geysers Rd. Her death was 
being investigated by the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office, but the 
Mendocino County Sheriff Matt Kendall said at the time, they believed it 
was murder. Another woman’s body was also found in January, and her 
death was due to “Acute Methamphetamine Toxicity, with no other 
significant contributory factors.”

A long time Lake County Board of Supervisors member is resigning. Tina 
Scott of the 4th District announced her resignation, effective July 31st. 
She says it was a great honor to be on the Board since she was elected 
in 2016. She says personal reasons keep her from continuing on the 
board and says when she ran for re-election in 2020, she didn’t plan to 
leave two years later. She says she still hopes for progress on South 
Lakeport Annexation after decades of disagreement. The announcement 
of her departure says she’s starting as an instructor at Clear Lake High 
School. The county will fill the vacancy and the person appointed will 
hold the position until the election and qualification of his or her 
successor. The Board is expected to take up the matter at their April 
26th regular meeting.
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A new budget has been approved by the Mendocino Lodging Business 
Improvement District Advisory Board along with the annual report. The 
Board is sending their work to the Board of Supervisors to be presented 
May 3rd and adopted May 17th. The report has info on the tourism 
industry in Mendocino and has recommendations to move forward in 
FY2022/2023. The Board is an oversight for the Board of Supervisors 
over the Mendocino County Tourism Commission (MCTC), also known 
as Visit Mendocino.

The woman from Nevada accused of starting a fire along a highway in 
Lake County has been denied securing a new lawyer.  Nickelina Rose 
Williams of Fallon, Nevada was arrested by CHP officers last fall after a 
fire started along State Route 29. A group of motorists were trying to 
stomp the fire out when the CHP arrived. They found Williams there too 
with a lighter and ignition materials on her. She told the court she didn’t 
think her court appointed lawyer was correctly representing her. The 
judge is not allowing her to fire her lawyer. She will be back in court next 
month where they’ll discuss if Williams has been seen by a psychiatrist 
at a state hospital after she was found incompetent to stand trial. She’s 
currently being held on $35,000 bail in jail.

The long saga of the Potter Valley hydropower project near Ukiah is 
entering a new chapter, but how the story ends is still a mystery now that 
PG&E’s operating license has expired. The project includes two dams, a 
powerhouse, and a diversion tunnel between the Eel and Russian 
Rivers. Now, it looks like PG&E will give up the license, meaning the 
dams could eventually come down. Congressman Jared Huffman, who 
has been working on the decommissioning, says it will take years before 
all the details are worked out between PG&E, federal regulators, and 
others with a stake in the outcome. Environmental groups want the dams 
gone to recover wild salmon and other fish populations blocked from 
their natural habitats by the project.

A remote ridge in eastern Lake Country could be preserved as part of 
the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument. Sens. Dianne 
Feinstein and Alex Padilla and Reps. Mike Thompson and John 
Garamendi are behind a bill that would add the 11-mile Walker Ridge to 
the Monument lands. The bill has the backing of more than a dozen 
environmental groups and the Yolo Tribe. The ridge along the Lake 
County border with Colusa County is a diverse habitat that is home to 
Bald and Golden eagles, Peregrine falcons, Tule elk, mountain lions 
black bears, bobcats, and other imperiled species. Congressman 
Thompson thinks the addition of that 4,000-acre tract will pass. The Lake 
Berryessa monument runs through Napa, Lake, Mendocino, Solano, and 
Yolo counties and was established by then-President Barack Obama’s 
executive order in July 2015.
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California businesses continue to add jobs as the number of unemployed 
people dipped below one million for the first time since the pandemic 
started. Last month, there were more than 62,000 new positions created 
statewide. The US Bureau of Labor Statistics and the California 
Employment Development Department say the state has recovered 
2,463,400 of thee jobs lost during the pandemic, or 89.2%. Governor 
Newsom calls the new numbers good news for the state’s continued 
economic recovery. The road ahead may be rougher though. Some 
economists think as both government support and consumer spending 
shrink, the job market could get tighter in the coming months.

The COVID19 vaccine mandate for school kids has been tabled… for 
now. The Governor’s office announced holding off on the mandate until 
at least, next summer. That’s to allow federal regulators time for final 
approval for the vaccine for children. The California Health and Human 
Services Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly says that schools will also need more 
time to prepare for the mandate once the approval happens, so with that, 
officials say the mandate will not happen before July 1st of 2023. The 
Governor says the state will require all school kids to be vaccinated 
against the coronavirus, but since the vaccine only got emergency 
approval for children so far, we wait. There will be two exceptions for the 
vaccine: Medical reasons and personal beliefs.

The man who’s charged with killing another man in the parking lot of a 
bank last month would not appear in court. 69-year-old Leslie Adelman 
is accused of stabbing James Anderegg to death March 27th during a 
fight over possessions in Ukiah. The courthouse deputy explained on the 
record that Adelman complained he was not able to see his lawyer yet. 
But the lawyer with the alternate defender’s office told the Mendocino 
Voice that wasn’t true. The news site says they have requested 
Adelman’s visitor and phone call records from the Mendocino County 
Jail. Police say the victim, Anderegg was arrested a couple weeks 
before his death for robbery, but the charges were later dropped, and he 
was released from jail. Adelman’s plea entry has been postponed until 
next Thursday, for which he’s been ordered to appear.

The Mendocino National Forest is closed due to wet trails. Forest 
officials issued a wet weather trail closure starting today. These closures 
generally go into effect if there’s two inches or more of rain in a 24-hour 
time frame or if the earth becomes saturated. The wet weather off-
highway vehicle (OHV) trail closures mean no trail use because it’s too 
slippery. It also impacts water quality, damages trail tread and puts 
public safety at risk. The temporary closure lasts until there’s no 
measurable precipitation recorded for 48 consecutive hours.
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Ukiah city staffers along with the city’s Diversity, Equity Committee are 
being honored. The Committee was put together in 2020 after the death 
of George Floyd in Minneapolis. They were tasked with coming up with 
an Equity Action Plan for the city. There are 11 committee members who 
represent the city council and nine demographic groups. They say they 
started to immediately engage with underrepresented groups in the 
community to understand barriers, resources, and opportunities. They 
also had multiple discussions with City leadership and local government 
and learned much about diversity, equity, and inclusivity issues and best 
practices. The city’s Equity Action Plan was adopted in January 2022.

For more information about the Committee, Equity Action Plan, and our 
accomplishments, visit http://www.cityofukiah.com/equity or contact Traci 
Boyl at 707-467-5720 or tboyl@cityofukiah.com.

The state’s considering declaring a water emergency in this third year of 
drought. The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) 
Division of Water Rights (Division) is looking at readopting an emergency 
regulation to reduce water rights in the Russian River watershed. The 
Water Board looked over the 2021 Emergency Regulations so now the 
Division is proposing changes. The new emergency regulation would 
feature four major changes: (1) a refined water availability methodology 
for the Russian River Watershed; (2) protect water for fish habitat in 
Lower Russian River tributaries; (3) support for a voluntary conservation 
program that would work in parallel with curtailments; and (4) improved 
administration of curtailments and exceptions across watersheds. They 
had a public workshop on the matter yesterday.

A man from Nice has been found guilty of multiple sex assaults. The jury 
found 37-year-old Antonio Thomas Magalhaes guilty after only 
deliberating for an hour. He was charged with 7 crimes, including 
sodomy by force, rape and rape of an unconscious person. He’s in jail 
until sentencing in June and faces nearly 40 years to life. During trial the 
jury heard about multiple cases of assault and abuse on one victim from 
Sept. of 2018 until March of 2019. The victim said he broke into her 
home, held her down and forced himself on her. Another time he broke 
into her home while she was sleeping and attacked her. Another victim 
was attacked by Magalhaes while she was too drunk to resist and raped 
her while she was unconscious.
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A woman from Novato has been sent to jail for nearly a year after a 
crash that killed two people last March. 23 year old Keilah Marie Coyle 
was charged for a crash that killed 53 year old Cassandra Elaine 
Rolicheck and 47 year old Miguel Maciel Dominguez. At the time police 
said Coyle was in a pickup truck and involved in a noninjury hit and run 
on Highway 101 in Sonoma County. Later she was on Highway 29 north 
of Middletown and crossed the highway’s double yellow lines and hit 
Rolicheck’s van. The prosecution charged Coyle with several counts of 
vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated and special allegations for 
causing great bodily injury and the death of more than one person. She 
was in jail a couple months, then released to rehab. Besides her year in 
jail, she will be on probation. But if she violates probation, she could end 
up in state prison. Since she was in rehab and jail already, she was 
released with time served.

Celebrations in the mountains as a spring storm brought several feet of snow. The 
Central Sierra Snow Lab at UC Berkeley reported the seven-day snow total was over 3 
feet in some mountain areas Saturday. Mammoth got a foot of snow and says they’re 
staying open for recreational snow sports until Memorial Day. Lake Tahoe also 
reported a bunch of the fluffy white stuff. And the Bay Area got pummeled by much 
needed rain. The National Weather Service reports it could slow fire season but won’t 
really do much for the severe drought. The Sierra Nevada snowpack was at only 30% 
at the April 1st measurement.

Even though the pandemic is surging again, thanks to the latest omicron variant, the 
Governor’s office has not announced any new protocols to beat back the virus again. 
Dr. Mark Ghaly, the state’s top health official says there’s been a slow, but noticeable 
increase in case rates. The secretary of the state Health and Human Services Agency 
says there’s no plans to follow in Philadelphia’s footsteps, reinstating the indoor mask 
mandate. Cases did spike over 50% in 10 days in Philly, but Dr. Ghaly says we haven’t 
seen that kind of case rate increase in Calif. yet. Case rates are up in most states right 
now. After spring break, we could see even more cases as the state is focused on 
encouraging folks to get vaccinated and boosted and wear a mask.

A celebration to bring in the 100th anniversary of the Little Lake Grange in Willits. It 
was first built as a school back in 1920 with construction wrapped up in 1922. It 
became the Little Lake Grange in 1938 and has been the backdrop for various 
organizations and businesses ever since. There are also many community events 
hosted there and its kitchen is rented out for anyone in need of a commercial kitchen. 
There was asbestos found under the building when some repairs needed to be made, 
so they’re hosting a fundraiser to repay a loan they had to take out. So the 100-year 
celebration tabled due to the pandemic is being planned, but in the meantime there’s a 
gofundme.com account to raise $200,000.

Police in Ukiah are going to present their 2021 annual report to the City Council. The 
dept. says it was a challenging year once again due to Covid-19 related illnesses, 
quarantines and other restrictions, testing and vaccinations. Some of the expenditures 
included replacing body-worn cameras and in-car mobile data terminals. They 
struggled through some staffing shortages, and the Chief retired. There was an 
increase in calls last year. The agency reports 24,355 calls for service, about a 14-
percent increase from 2020. The most common were thefts, then aggravated assault, 
burglaries, robberies, and there were 12 reports of rape. The City Council meeting is 
Wednesday, April 20 at 6pm in person and on Zoom.

https://zoom.us/j/97199426600

https://zoom.us/j/97199426600
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Two more people have died due to the pandemic. The county’s website posted the 
deaths Thursday, but didn’t give much more detail, except they were confirmed deaths, 
for a total now in the county of 122. The county has had over 13,100 cases as of last 
week, with the weekly average up slightly to 4.4 new cases per day over a seven-day 
period. The Public Health Office says the latest wave of the omicron strain is waning. 
At the same time, the office reported a new oral treatment available within 5 days of 
becoming ill with the virus. You have to have a prescription from a doctor for the new 
meds which are reported to curb serious illness, hospitalization, or death, and mostly 
important for those at elevated risk of severe Covid-19.

A bill in the state Assembly could mean community college and CSU student ID cards 
would include mental health hotlines on them. There are suicide prevention numbers 
on ID cards. That was required three years ago. And now some students support 
adding a 24-hour mental health hotline. The bill was introduced last month to require 
the number on the ID cards for local mental health services, either through the city, 
county or each college. But it can be optional for the University of California because 
the Legislature doesn’t have authority over UC.

Lake County’s Water Resources and Public Health Department considering private 
drinking water systems in Clearlake during the drought. Last week the two parties held 
a seminar on the topic with the coordinator of the Water Resources Invasive Species 
Program hosting. They talked about contaminants that can be identified in drinking 
water, like algal blooms. Apparently just over a decade ago residents started to notice 
their drinking water smelling funny. So as the level of Clear Lake goes down due to the 
drought, and the temperature goes up, there will possibly be more blooms. The 
webinar focused on what to do about that possibility, how it might harm humans and 
animals and where to report the illness if you or your pet ingests affected water.

To report blooms and human and animal illnesses, visit mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs. 
Remember to avoid contact with blooms and do not swim in areas with warning or 
danger signs. Control runoff of soils and fertilizers and manage septic tanks.

Two men busted for stealing a large amount of copper wiring from the Willits Redwood 
Company ordered to pay the company back. One of them was ordered to pay over 
$18,000 dollars, but not the other man. Logan Sperling of Belmont, one of the pair 
arrested for felony-level copper theft hired a lawyer to get his record expunged for 
supposedly paying the fines. He has submitted a document that he paid the restitution 
in full, but he never paid any of it in reality. So now Sperling owes nearly $34,000 with 
interest. So the Mendo DA has filed perjury charges against Sperling. He pleaded 
guilty Friday to avoid a trial. He’s due back in court in June for sentencing.

After a routine patrol by Mendocino County Deputies, a man they recognized from 
previous contacts was seen and arrested. But Orlando Munoz ran first. The man was 
wanted for a Post Release Community Supervision (PRCS) pick up order and was on 
probation. He’s now charged with Felony Violation County Parole, Felony Violation of 
Probation and Misdemeanor Resisting Obstructing Peace Officer. He’s held without 
bail.

A man from Ukiah’s been arrested after a routine traffic stop for a light violation. Glenn 
Jenkins
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was on active Post Release Community Supervision (PRCS) with terms including “Do 
No Possess Dangerous Weapons Including Knives” and a “Fourth Amendment Waiver” 
so they could search him. They did and found a knife. He’s arrested and held on no 
bail.

A woman in Redwood Valley’s busted after being spotted exiting a liquor store with a 
paper bag. The deputies say they thought she looked familiar and knew she was on 
active felony probation with terms to include a “no alcohol” term. So she was 
contacted, found to be in possession of booze and arrested for violating her probation. 
She’s held without bail.

A Ukiah man has been arrested on a slew of charges after being seen in a stolen 
pickup. Police say Shane Miller had an arrest warrant as did Emily Christopher, who 
was with him. The truck was seen in the Orchard Shopping Center, so they stopped 
the duo and found three people with meth packaged for sale and oxycodone tablets. 
Miller was found to be in possession of a fixed blade knife and meth. Cops say he had 
picked up the other two in the stolen vehicle. Emily Christopher was with them and had 
a misdemeanor warrant for her arrest and was in possession of nearly 2 ounces of 
meth. And Scott Stone was in possession of a smaller amount of meth he said was for 
personal use that he got from Miller. The trio were arrested on various charges 
including drug and weapons possession and possession of a stolen vehicle.

A bill to require California schools to make all their salary information public goes to the 
state Senate appropriations committee. Right now only about a quarter of school 
districts comply with a request from the State Controller to turn over data on how much 
employees make, from the superintendent to principals, teachers and custodians. So 
Senate Bill 924, co-authored by state Senator Steven Glazer, would require school 
districts to comply.
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:14  "These 
things only 
come out 
with 
transparency
, with 
disclosure. 
I'm less 
interested in 
what we pay 
every school 
teacher 
because I 
think it's all 
too low; 
more 
interested in 
some of the 
excessive 
salaries that 
some school 
districts are 
paying their 
chief 
administrator
s."

Tag: The state would then make the database publicly available on the web. Some 
school districts complain that the requirement would be onerous, especially since they 
already are sending data on salary ranges to the state Department of Education.

Second Cut: Glazer notes that other local entities, such as special districts, counties 
and cities already are required to send in their payroll data.
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Tag: Glazer is one of six candidates running for the office of state controller in the fall.

:18  "Well, 
the 
legislation 
that created 
this 
transparency 
portal for 
salaries was 
done in 
2014. It was 
the broad 
view of the 
Legislature 
and the 
governor that 
there should 
be no 
exceptions. 
The loophole 
that the 
schools are 
using to 
avoid that 
disclosure is 
not right. 
And my 
legislation 
seeks to 
correct it. "

The Mendocino County Office of Education (MCOE) announces changes as schools 
and students have evolving needs. The Superintendent put out a statement about the 
office. They serve nearly 200 employees at 12 public school districts who serve over 
112,000 students and 15 charter schools with 1,500 more students. The 
superintendent says they’ve come up with a new strategic plan which will serve as a 
guidepost for the future. So there will now be four main divisions: The Office of the 
County Superintendent, Business Services, Administrative Services, and Educational 
Services. Superintendent’s office will be responsible for total oversight; Educational 
Services to support school districts, including many of the most vulnerable students; 
Business Services will provide fiscal support and oversight for school districts; and 
finally the Administrative Services Division will be charged with human resource 
functions, emergency preparedness and technology support.
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The state Department of Fish and Wildlife has announced in person hunter safety 
training is back. The hunter education course is required for anyone looking to get out 
in the wilderness with a hunting license. The agency has only carried out online training 
since the pandemic hit. They will still offer the virtual study option as well. In person has 
hands-on training, including the safe handling of firearms, loading and unloading, 
storage, and more. They will pick up the traditional course, same as before the 
pandemic; a hybrid option, which is partly online and partly in person; and an online-
only certification course which was put together when the pandemic first surfaced.

Prospective hunters may go to https://wildlife.ca.gov/Hunter-Education for more information on how to sign up for a course.

There are no more COVID19 protocols in place in Mendocino County. 
The Public Health Officer announced late yesterday he had rescinded 
local Isolation and Quarantine requirements for the general public. 
Anyone who thinks they’ve been exposed to the virus and has no 
symptoms is not required to isolate or quarantine, even if they’re not 
vaccinated, unless they live or work in a high-risk setting. Dr. Andy 
Coren says the change is after the state Department of Public Health did 
the same, ending quarantine recommendations for the public. They say 
you should still get tested for the virus 3-5 days after exposure and wear 
a mask around others for ten days, but you can work, go to school and 
do your regular activities, if you have no symptoms. If the test is positive 
and you do have symptoms, the quarantine rules do apply for 10 days 
until there is no fever or symptoms.

The woman who claimed she was abducted and branded by two other 
women in Northern Calif. has admitted in court she lied. Sherri Papini 
was in court yesterday in relation to her 2016 “kidnapping” from Redding. 
She pleaded guilty to making false statements to a federal agent and 
mail fraud. These are lesser crimes and part of a plea agreement. Her 
lawyer told the judge during their brief Zoom hearing that she was being 
treated by a psychiatrist for anxiety, depression and post-traumatic 
stress disorder. She faces 25 years in prison for lying to the FBI. She 
may also have to pay over $300,000 in restitution.

Rural residents who pump their own water in Sonoma County will have 
to start paying for the water. If folks are part of the Santa Rosa 
groundwater basin, they may have to start paying up to $25/year. In the 
Sonoma Valley basin, they would have to pay up to $80/year and in the 
Petaluma Valley basin, up to $200 a year. This would be for about a half-
acre foot of well water per year. Those who use more than that, on 
ranches, or cities, water districts and businesses will pay more, based on 
the amount of water they draw from their wells. The Sonoma County 
Farm Bureau is speaking out on the new fees, saying their members 
cannot start to charge more for their products and say there hasn’t been 
enough public conversation on the matter.

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Hunter-Education
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A group of environmentalists and fishermen have filed a 60-day-notice 
against PG&E regarding the closure of the Potter Valley Project. The 
coalition says they intend to sue the energy giant under the Endangered 
Species Act. They say the fishway at the Cape Horn Dam in Potter 
Valley causes harm to endangered fish because they cannot pass if the 
facility is unpassable, or they are made vulnerable to predators when 
they try to climb the ladder. PG&E still owns the project and says they’re 
operating the Potter Valley Project in full compliance with the National 
Marine Fisheries Services’ (NMFS) Biological Opinion (BiOp). The 20-
year license expired Thursday and the company has not applied for a 
renewal.

Nicole Glentzer has a new endorsement in her bid to be the next 
Mendocino County Superintendent of Schools. The California School 
Employees Association reports after reviewing both candidates 
professional histories and qualifications, they chose Glentzer, who was 
supported by all 8 Mendocino County chapters. They interviewed both 
candidates before announcing their decision. The Association says 
Nicole’s integrity and experience made her the clear choice for County 
Superintendent of Schools.

Deputies are investigating a reported home invasion assault in 
Kelseyville Riviera. It happened Sunday night on Edgewater Dr. where 
the victims reported a suspect forced his way inside and assaulted a 
woman and confronted her husband. But the husband got the upper 
hand and restrained the suspect and kicked him out of the house and he 
ran away. They described him as a white man with short hair, wearing a 
dark-colored hoodie. They also saw he had a tattoo on his upper chest. 
There’s not a lot more info than that. The Sheriff’s Office is reminding 
folks in the area to stay vigilant, lock their doors at night and be aware of 
strangers in the neighborhood. They also ask anyone in the area to 
review their cameras or video doorbells for footage of any suspicious 
person(s) and call the Sheriff’s office with any details.

Governor Newsom’s statewide Dump Day, is this Earth Day, April 23rd. 
So, with that Caltrans is offering a free used tire dumping event. It’s 
made possible with the Governor’s $1.1 billion-dollar Clean California 
initiative so that roads and waterways are kept free of litter, creates 
thousands of jobs and will bring multiple beautification projects to the 
state. The acting Caltrans director says the “best way to keep California 
clean is not to trash it in the first place”. He says the goal of the dump 
days is to make sure the trash doesn’t get into waterways or on 
roadsides to begin with. No construction materials, business waste, 
hazardous waste, e-waste, treated wood waste, or asbestos of any type 
will be accepted.

Ukiah Railroad Depot Lot – accepting TIRES ONLY – 237 E. Perkins, 
Entrance on East Clay Street off Main Street – 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. or until 
capacity is reached at the site.

C & S Waste Transfer Station – accepting TIRES, MATTRESSES, and 
FURNITURE ONLY – 230 Soda Bay Road, Lakeport – 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
or until capacity is reached at the site.
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SLRR Recycling Center – accepting TIRES, MATTRESSES, and 
FURNITURE ONLY – 16015 Davis Street, Clearlake – 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
or until capacity is reached at the site.

Hybrid training sessions are being set up by the Mendocino County 
Office of Emergency Services for those who want to volunteer with the 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) if there are 
emergencies or natural disasters. You will learn disaster preparedness 
and survival skills, fire safety and suppression, some search and rescue, 
rescuer safety skills and how to assist in disaster medical operations. 
The sessions are coming up after the Board of Supervisors heard about 
the need a couple weeks ago. There’s online and in person sessions at 
the end of the month at the Caspar Community Center and in Ukiah.

Training sessions are set for 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. April 30 at 411 W. Clay Street in Ukiah, and from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. May 21 at the Caspar Community Center, 15051 Caspar Road. For more information call 707-462-1959 or go to http://www.mendocert.com/training.html.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors is getting an update on cleanup 
of the Sulphur Bank Mercury Mine Superfund site. At their regular 
meeting this morning, the board will hear from the US EPA Region 9 
staff. The site’s project manager, and other staff members will show a 
presentation to the board on the recommended cleanup and public 
comment opportunities. The superfund site, which was added in 1990 to 
the list, is in Clearlake Oaks on the Clear Lake shoreline, next to the 
Elem Colony. There’s been some cleanup, but mercury is reportedly 
leaching into the Lake. The cleanup plan will be released to the public at 
some point this year.

The Behavioral Health and Recovery Services is planning their monthly 
meeting. It’s happening on Zoom a week from tomorrow from 10:00 AM 
– 12:30 PM; any interested community members are welcome to join. It’s 
meant for those who are interested in supporting the behavioral health 
services department. You’re encouraged to ask questions and seek 
answers to provide feedback. You can get a copy of the agenda on the 
agency’s website, or call for more info.

BHAB meeting agendas are published at: https://www.mendocinocounty.org/BHAB

The state Legislature has pushed through a bill to make it easier for 
Californians to sue gun-makers. Some say the legislation could put gun 
manufacturers out of business. One measure looks to outlaw ghost 
guns, another requires sellers to install digital video surveillance 
systems. There are several in the mix after mass shootings and a 
shootout near the State Capitol where six people were killed and a 
dozen wounded. These bills would essentially skirt federal law, since it’s 
illegal right now nationally to sue gun makers. But some liability suits are 
allowed. Following in New York’s footsteps, when that state approved 
calling the lawsuits, public nuisances. The state of California already 
boasts some of the country’s strictest firearm laws.

The Mendocino Coast Botanical Gardens has a fun event for the whole family this weekend. The Bumble Bees and Beneficials Family Field Day is happening Sunday. They’re hosting in the Education Center with self-guided field exploration, storytelling, music, bug displays, and seed bomb building. The Garden Manager says they’ve always got loads of bumble bees, hummingbirds, newts, snakes, skunks, and more. The event is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Admission tickets must be purchased in advance. Register for classes and pay admissions at http://www.gardenbythesea.org/calendar/field-day.

http://www.mendocert.com/training.html
https://www.mendocinocounty.org/BHAB
http://www.gardenbythesea.org/calendar/field-day
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Caltrans has a plan to widen the Jack Peters Creek Bridge. The agency 
had a webinar on the Widening and Rail Upgrade Project a couple 
weeks ago with a Q&A session. The bridge would be repaired to a point 
where it meets current design standards with widening enough for two 
12-foot lanes, two six-foot-wide shoulders, and a six-foot-wide 
pedestrian walkway. They also plan to upgrade the railings. Right now 
the bridge only has a one foot shoulder on either side, not near enough 
room for disabled vehicles, pedestrians, or bicycles. The project will take 
nearly one year, but will happen over two construction seasons, that 
means one lane traffic with delays up to 25 minutes. Still more public 
comment hearings ahead.

The Mendocino County Public Health Office is out with another 
statement about quarantines and isolations. The health officer is 
clarifying the statewide Isolation Order for positive COVID patients is still 
in effect even though Dr. Coren rescinded the local Order for Isolation 
and Quarantine in Mendocino County. So if someone tests positive for 
COVID19 they must isolate to protect others for five days if they have a 
negative test, no fever or symptoms. For others they have to go the full 
ten days, if they have no fever and their symptoms are resolving. The 
state’s quarantine recommendation has ended for the general public. 
Those exposed should get tested and wear a mask for ten days, but can 
still go to work, school or participate in regular activities with a negative 
test.

Several hikers out on the Lost Coast had to be rescued by the Coast 
Guard. On Facebook, the US Coast Guard from Humboldt Bay posted a 
helicopter crew plucked three stranded hikers from the Lost Coast 
Monday night in inclement weather, after rain-flooded creeks, and high 
seas cut off their only routes out. One of the trio posted on social media 
too, that they had a good first day and night, the next day got windy, but 
when they hit the Cooksie Creek, it was moving swiftly and knee deep, 
but passable. But she says the wind got too strong and they were too 
exhausted to keep going with two miles to get out, so they took shelter. 
They called for help when the wind picked up and rain started pelting 
them.

There was a one-day strike by nurses and health care workers at 15 
Sutter Health facilities. The staff were striking against health and safety 
protections after failed negotiations with higher-ups. The picketing 
workers say Sutter refused to discuss their proposals on safe staffing 
and health and safety protections. The California Nurses Association 
(CNA), an affiliate of National Nurses United says they had a nearly 
unanimous strike authorization vote last month. They gave the hospitals 
notice they would be striking. The union says they had over 8,000 
registered nurses and workers participate, including nurses at Sutter 
Lakeside Hospital in Lakeport.
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A family in Redwood Valley says they saw a mountain lion in their yard. 
On Easter Sunday the cougar was seen in their front yard, which Mendo 
Fever reports is past the railroad tracks. Their home surveillance system 
caught the animal around 1 am about 20-30 feet from their front door. 
The family has a bunch of farm animals and outdoor cats, so the mom of 
the house told the news site she is hoping the lion was not there scoping 
out the situation. They have 4-H pigs, goats and chickens. The news site 
reports a biologist with the Calif. Dept. of Fish and Wildlife for Mendocino 
County says the family may want to report the sighting to the agency.

The Mendocino County District Attorney is joining other prosecutors 
statewide to criticize the plan to permanently expand early release of 
some prisoners for good behavior. DA David Eyster is working with a 
group of conservatives to get a new state Attorney General elected who 
will toss the state prison plan so thousands of ‘violent offenders’ are not 
released. Republican-turned-Independent Sacramento County District 
Attorney Anne Marie Schubert is Eyster’s choice. She’s been the 
Sacramento County’s District Attorney since 2014. She’s also favored by 
other conservative DA’s, law enforcement groups, and victims’ rights 
organizations, who complain the state is too soft on crime.

A crash in Ukiah blocked North State Street for several hours. Around 
lunchtime yesterday the CHP reported the crash in the 1800 block of 
North State Street where at least one person had a minor to moderate 
injury. They had to extricate the woman out of the car, both vehicles, a 
white Toyota hybrid and a silver Honda, had major damage. One of the 
drivers was taken to the hospital. The road was cleared in about 3 and a 
half hours.

A slew of earthquakes reported along the North Coast. Mendo Fever 
reports the first hit fifteen miles south of Hopland Monday night. It was a 
3.3, not that big, but big enough to wake some folks from their slumber. 
Other quakes shook near Cloverdale over the last day or two between 
1.3-2.3 on the Richter scale. Mendo Fever reported there were seven 
measurable quakes near Cloverdale from Monday into Tuesday.

A public hearing has been set in Clearlake after the city planned millions 
of dollars worth of roadwork. The City Council’s holding the hearing 
tomorrow night at 6 in person and online. The Finance Director 
presented the city council with some options for Measure V road 
improvement financing so the city could quickly start the work. The city 
could get a loan with a bank which would allow millions in work all at 
once instead of a bunch of smaller projects using the $2.5 million in 
yearly Measure V sales tax revenue.

The Mendocino County Public Health Office out with a warning about a 
local business with COVID19 exposure. Shanachie Pub in Willits had a 
case of COVID show up last week. So the office warns the public if they 
were at the pub last Friday, April 15th, they could have been exposed 
and should get tested. The health office says the facility’s management 
responded quickly to the positive case and they appreciate their 
cooperation. Public health says they only publicize the business because 
contract tracing is nearly impossible.
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A woman from Concord has been arrested after a domestic violence 
dispute in Boonville. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. reports 
getting a call to the 14000 block of Highway 128, but when they got 
there, the reporting party was gone. Then later they got a call from a 
man who reported he pulled over off Highway 128 because he was 
assaulted while driving. They reported again to the area finding the man 
along with Ekaterina Alyabyeva. The two were dating, but deputies say 
the man had visible injuries on his body, so the woman was arrested. 
Alyabyeva is charged with Felony Domestic Violence Battery and 
booked into jail on $25,000.00 bail.

A man from Ukiah has been arrested on various drug charges after 
Deputies on routine patrol spotted someone parked with their engine 
idling. Daryan Grivette was contacted and recognized from previous 
interactions with law enforcement. He’s on active felony probation with 
terms for a search. Deputies found a commercial quantity of suspected 
methamphetamine in a backpack, along with some heroin and 
packaging materials. The Deputies also found a commercial quantity of 
marijuana inside the vehicle too. So, Grivette was arrested for 
Possession Controlled Substance For Sale, Felony Transportation 
Controlled Substance For Sale and Misdemeanor Transportation 
Marijuana For Sale and held on $35,000.00 bail.

The parents of middle and high schoolers in Calif are going to be warned 
about the dangers of guns if a new bill passes and makes it to the 
Governor for signature. The state Senate Education Committee said no 
to a bill calling the idea an invasion of privacy because it required school 
officials be informed if guns are kept at a student’s home. Now Sen. 
Anthony Portantino redrafted the bill, taking out that bit. The new version 
passed the committee yesterday. Schools would now have to include 
information in yearly notices about the safe storage of firearms. Similar 
language in another bill passed the state Assembly.

Mandatory pay for workers impacted by COVID19 may be here until the 
end of the year. The Legislature had allowed for the benefit to stay in 
place through September. But now OSHA is considering until the end of 
the year. The seven-member Occupational Safety and Health Standards 
Board is taking up the matter at a meeting today. The workplace safety 
rules are expiring early next month. The California Chamber of 
Commerce though has come out saying businesses are concerned 
about the cost of continuing and there’s confusion around the uncapped 
exclusion pay since the Legislature already approved it.

After a 14-year-old girl from McKinleyville asked her dad to take her to 
Kentucky to meet a boy she met online, she disappeared. Caitlyn 
Watkins has been missing since April 8th. Her dad reported she went to 
school that day, and when he went to pick her up, she wasn’t there. Her 
mom says she has medicine she needs to take, and she left that and 
other personal belongings behind. Mom says the girl did call her, but she 
doesn’t know where she is. Anyone with any info on the 14-year-old is 
asked to call the Humboldt County Sheriff’s Department.
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company reports paying property taxes and 
franchise fees of over $464 million to 50 counties, 246 local cities and 
one district where the company has gas and electric infrastructure. The 
CFO of the energy company says the payments are important ways they 
can help with local economies and support essential public services. 
Last week PG&E paid over $310 million in property taxes covering 
January to June of this year. The last tax year of July 1st of 2021 to June 
30th of 2022, the company paid over $621 million. Lake County has 
been paid $1,101,814, Mendocino – $2,220,860 and Sonoma – 
$10,623,581.

The Hopland Municipal Advisory Council hosted their monthly meeting 
where they got an update from the Mendocino County Sheriff Matt 
Kendall and Hopland Fire Chief Mitch Franklin on various happenings. 
Mendo Fever reports they discussed a Caltrans project downtown, The 
“Hopland 101 Project”, new pedestrian street lighting during the 
roadwork, coming back to in-person meetings, and the possibility they’ll 
host a candidate forum for the 5th District Supervisor race.

The latest on the old Palace Hotel which was in receivership is that it’s 
sold again. This time, the new buyer said she’d like to upgrade the 
building to have a marketplace on the first floor featuring shops, 
restaurants, and bars. Minal Shankar’s vision was revealed at the latest 
City Council meeting. She is reported to be a former investment banker 
and venture capitalist in the Bay Area, Canada, and the East Coast who 
moved to the Ukiah Valley. Mendo Fever reports Shankar has global 
interests and has worked in executive positions with Brevet Capital, 
Northgate Capital, and JP Morgan. She attended the prestigious Stern 
School of Business at New York University. The Palace was in 
receivership and sold to a couple with local motel and hotel operations 
and the receivership was dissolved two weeks ago. And Shankar has 
entered into a purchase agreement for the building.

The Lakeport City Council will allow spending over $1.1 million in federal 
money that came from the first stimulus after COVID started. The money 
from the American Rescue Plan Act to be used on a trio of projects. City 
staff gathered info on what was a priority after the first chunk of money 
arrived from the Fed last July. The other half of the stimulus is supposed 
to arrive in the next year. There is roadwork on South Main Street that 
will cost almost $2 million dollars, renovations at the Silveira Community 
Center at $1.3 million; and water and sewer projects that all add up to 
over $2 million. It ended with a vote to use the money on road projects 
and await funding for the rest.
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The Ukiah City Council has approved a permit for a cannabis business 
to take up three vacant suites by The Ukiah Library. The business 
applied already, so the permit was just renewed. But the City of Ukiah 
Zoning Administrator told the council there needed to be major 
improvements to the “blighted” building within six months. He said there 
is no business at the site and he wanted to know what the status of the 
project was. The permit applicant Wine Country Cannasseurs said they 
ran into difficulty when COVID hit. They were told if they got the 
business online within six months and made cosmetic improvements to 
the building so it doesn’t look blighted, then the permit would continue for 
one year.

Mendocino College’s Ag. Dept. is holding a plant sale. It’s the first time in 
two years the spring sale has happened, due to the pandemic. It’s 
happening during two weekends, this weekend, April 22-23 and next 
weekend, the 29-30. They’re opened on sale days from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday. They report having thousands of 
vegetable starts, annual and perennial plants. You can also shop online 
at their website if you want to and pick up your plants later, boxed and 
ready. That isn’t available though until May 5th, with pickups from May 9 
to May 13.

The Cobb Area Council will adopt the Cobb Mountain community 
resilience and development strategy at their next meeting. The meeting 
on Zoom tonight after two years of work on the project. They got a grant 
from the Federal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco and the Community 
First Credit Union for long term development. A local nonprofit put 
together after the Valley Fire, the Seigler Springs Community 
Redevelopment Association (SSCRA) aims to help communities 
vulnerable to disasters so they can organize and plan for the future. 
They follow the model, “Community Capitals”: natural, built, social, 
financial, cultural, political and human, to focus on community. They say 
they are looking at renewal and regeneration over the next ten years. 
You’ll be able to see the finished project at the currently under 
construction Cobb Area Council website soon.
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The Lake County Health Services and Water Resources Departments 
along with the Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians have some advice about 
a potentially dangerous natural toxin cropping up in Clear Lake and other 
bodies of water over the next few months. As temperatures begin to rise, 
there’s concern about contamination from Cyanobacteria in lakes, rivers 
and streams. Cyanobacteria are microscopic organisms that naturally 
occur in all freshwater and marine aquatic ecosystems. Concentrations 
usually are low and harmless to humans and animals. However, when 
conditions are favorable with high nutrients and warm weather, the 
organisms can rapidly grow to form visible icky-looking blue-green algae 
blooms. People are most often exposed while swimming or participating 
in other recreational activities in and on the water. The most common 
routes are direct skin contact, accidental ingestion of contaminated 
water, or accidental inhalation of water droplets in the air — for instance 
while water skiing. If you come in contact, you could have some nasty 
stomach and other symptoms that could be severe with a long exposure. 
The best bet is to avoid any algae on the water and watch for warning 
signs that will be posted if tests show any bacteria in the area. The 
county has information on its web page—as do the EPA and CDC.

Lake County officials say they’re keeping an eye on illegal cannabis 
operations and the water they use. Planning Commissioner Erin 
McCarrick and Code Enforcement Manager Marcus Beltramo told those 
at the Clearlake Judge’s Breakfast forum this week that while there is a 
state reporting system in place for cultivators to help track water usage 
across the industry, such a system only includes permitted operations. 
That leaves the state to guess the total amount of water used by illicit 
cannabis grows. Beltramo says that the Code Enforcement Department 
recently got a grant to hire a dedicated officer, who deals with all 
cannabis-related issues including illegal growers and water use. He also 
says the county is focusing on large illegal operations and now has the 
ability under a new law to cite those responsible, which could result in 
stiff fines.

The Clearlake City Council has adopted a plan to pay for millions of 
dollars in roadwork over the next few years. Lake Co News reports the 
council has unanimously approved direct financing for the projects 
through a bank. Council members did have some questions, asking city 
staff about the recent rise in interest rates that a bank would change. 
They were told it still makes sense to lock in rates now rather than wait 
to see where they eventually go. Council members say it is important to 
move ahead with road work and repave a significant number of city 
streets as quickly as possible.

PG&E is looking for approval to pull in more revenue from customers to 
pay for improved facilities and operations. That could mean higher bills 
to cover the cost of capital projects like burying miles of infrastructure 
underground to keep it from sparking wildfires. PGE bills have already 
gone up twice this year. If the state PUC approves the request, you 
could see your bill go up between 1 and 2 percent a month by next 
January.
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The rate of positive Covid-19 tests in California is going up. The State 
Deparment of Public Health reports California’s test positivity for COVID-
19 has increased to 3.1%, up from the 2.6% just reported Tuesday. That 
puts the rate at its highest point in about 2 months. The latest numbers 
represent a small fraction of the peaks from the omicron surge, but the 
metrics are now trending consistently upward. This is the first time the 
graph lines have risen since the omicron variant first emerged in 
December. The bottom line — those new numbers are causing new 
worries about potential a fifth wave of the pandemic.

Even with the new numbers, the state is making some tweaks to its 
Covid policy at work. The The Cal/OSHA Standards Board says there 
should be no distinction between vaccinated and unvaccinated workers 
while rules about barriers and physical distancing have been dropped to 
focus on ventilation and air filtration. Requirements for surface cleaning 
in offices have also been scrapped. The Board says it is time for a more 
flexible approach while adapting rules to the changing nature of the 
pandemic.

The Legislature has taken a dramatic step as a way to lower the 
standard for the amount of water people can use in their homes during 
the drought. Right now the standard is residential indoor water use is 55 
gallons/person/day. Those who use more water than they are allowed 
don’t get into any trouble, but the state then requires water agencies to 
allow the same amount to be used by all customers. State regulators 
measured last year at about 48 gallons/person/day or less and 
recommended state lawmakers lower it further to encourage more 
conservation. Yesterday the state Senate voted to lower it to 47 gallons 
beginning in 2025; and 42 gallons in 2030. The Assembly still has to 
vote on it to get it to the Governor’s desk for signature.

The state Department of Public Health has a new Spanish and English 
language WhatsApp chatbot to fight misinformation about COVID-19. It’s 
a partnership with Meta or Facebook. Those who use the service will be 
fed up-to-date info regarding the safety of vaccines, how to get 
vaccinated, and how to get digital records of vaccinations. The state 
says this will reinforce the commitment to make sure all have access to 
vaccines through a data-driven and equity-centered approach. There are 
other ways the chatbot fights misinformation to reach out to Californians 
and make sure they’ve been vaccinated and boosted.

It’s free to all and can be accessed by scanning a QR code or texting 
“hola” to 833-422-1090.

For more info, visit MyTurn.ca.gov or call the state’s COVID-19 hotline at 
1-833-422-4255 (833-4CA-4ALL).
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The former director of the pharmacy at Adventist Health Ukiah Valley is 
in trouble related to fake vaccination cards. The US Dept. of Justice 
charged Ranna Shamiya for supposedly selling bogus COVID-19 cures 
to patients and creating falsified vaccination cards. She was found to be 
working with a naturopath out of Napa, Dr. Juli Mazi. The fed says 
Shamiya used her ability to get medical information and then hand it 
over to Mazi with “legitimate lot numbers for FDA-authorized COVID-19 
vaccines” so the vaccination cards looked real, when they were not. 
There were over 20 people charged nationwide for COVID-19 fraud 
schemes similar to Shamiya’s.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors could be about to change 
the way cannabis is taxed and how much permits cost. At their meeting 
Tuesday, the Board, who had their first in person and online meeting in 
two years, discussed ways to bring down cannabis taxes and come up 
with a way to freeze permit costs for inactive cultivation sites. The two 
items were turned into a single agenda matter. There was support for 
both measures as growers have been complaining for a while about the 
high rates. The board is also considering a tax reduction for current 
growers with Supervisor Williams proposing a 50% cut. County staff 
reported nearly $7 million in taxes have not been collected and last year 
about half of permitted cultivators didn’t pay taxes.

After a fire broke out in the parking lot of the Safeway on State St., fire 
officials pegged it on how a car’s battery was wired. Mendo Fever 
reports the fire was coming out of the car’s engine. There was smoke 
billowing into the sky that appeared to be coming from the car’s wheel 
well and engine compartment. Police had to break the car’s window to 
try to release the hood, but it melted. They used 2 fire extinguishers to 
work the fire until firefighters arrived. They cut through the car’s engine 
bay to finally get the flames out. The owner of the car was not there at 
the time.

Another mountain lion seen in Redwood Valley. Now a resident says one 
of his cat’s and a neighbor’s dog are missing. Mendo Fever reports Chris 
Van Patten said the animals have been missing since the lion was 
caught on a home security system camera April 16th. He says a lion was 
on his property April 8th and his Ring camera caught the animal slinking 
up towards the camera. Then again April 16th, another shot of the 
animal scoping out the environment. The news site says they are 
sending the video to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
because the mountain cat had on a tracking collar.

The Ukiah Unified School District Board of Trustees says it wants to 
change to trustee area elections. The board held public hearings on the 
matter twice last month, then new maps were drawn up in accordance to 
the Federal Voting Rights Act, the California Voting Rights Act, and 
community input. They released the maps at the beginning of April, then 
last week the board had one of two public meetings on the maps. The 
input the Board received changed the maps again and they will do the 
same after the second meeting which is next Wednesday.
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You can view the latest maps 
at https://www.uusd.net/apps/news/article/1590676. Please 
email trusteeareamapfeedback@uusd.net to provide feedback on the 
maps. For more information, please contact UUSD Communications 
Officer Doug Shald at 707.472.5005 or dshald@uusd.net.

State Senator Mike McGuire’s bill to get PG&E to underground their 
wiring has passed two major policy committees. The bill is supported by 
Cal Fire firefighters and passed the Senate Energy Committee and the 
Governance & Finance Committee. McGuire says it’s been far too long 
that PG&E has failed its customers, making California, unsafe. He says 
the company has underfunded modernizing their equipment and wildfire 
safety with devastating impacts. He says the only way to avoid future 
catastrophe is to move power lines underground in the most high fire risk 
regions. He says his bill will save lives and ratepayers money.

An anonymous artist dubbed the Velvet Bandit has spread artwork 
across Mendocino County. Mendo Fever reports the paste-up street 
artist has often erected pieces in the county even though she lives in 
Santa Rosa. Her work can be seen in Fort Bragg, Boonville, Ukiah, 
Willits, and Hopland, with the two latest installations across from Real 
Goodz in Hopland and by the Van Motel in Willits. The news site reports 
the Velvet Bandit has a strong social media following and has garnered 
a lot of press coverage because of her unique street art which is often 
features a call to action. Velvet’s day job is as a lunch aide at a Santa 
Rosa School.

Another mountain lion sighting in Redwood Valley and a warning for 
those living near the train tracks to be on the lookout. First a resident 
saw a lion carry off a cat, then another saw one slinking around her 
home where her kids regularly feed their family farm animals. Last week 
another said he saw one on his property, now Mendo Fever reports, yet 
another, this time a cub. That was after midnight Saturday. The animal 
seen on home surveillance video stalking an area previously visited by a 
bigger lion. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has info for 
you to learn what to do in case a mountain lion comes onto your 
property, call or visit their website for their Human-Wildlife Conflict 
Toolkit.

Several hundred homes in northern Mendocino and southern Humboldt 
counties without power. PG&E first reported the outage for 1,300 
customers around 1:20 yesterday afternoon with an estimated 
restoration 4 hours later. But it wasn’t until seven hours later that the 
power was back on after a power pole south of Garberville somehow 
caught fire.
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The married woman who admitted she faked an abduction to go hang 
with her ex boyfriend has been served divorce papers. Sherri Papini’s 
husband reportedly filed for divorce last week. Five years ago the 39 
year old disappeared, then reappeared emaciated, with some sort of 
skin branding. She blamed it on two Hispanic women after a nationwide 
search. She also accepted more than $30,000 from a state assistance 
fund for kidnapping victims. Her husband called 911 after finding her 
phone down the street from their house, and some of her hair tangled 
around earbuds. In actuality she spent three weeks away from her 
Redding home with her husband and children, in San Diego with her ex. 
She pleaded guilty for the scheme and will be sentenced in July.

A proposal for a new gas station, convenience store and fast food joint 
on the agenda for the next Clearlake Planning Commission meeting. A 
conditional use permit application along with an environmental 
assessment will be considered tomorrow night. They would sell alcohol 
at the convenience store, there would be office space and there would 
be a drive through car wash too in the Clearlake Shopping Center. The 
applicant says she plans to start construction in the fall.

A continuing fundraiser has been organized by the Art Center Ukiah and 
the Corner Gallery for residents of Ukraine. The handmade items are 
traditional Ukrainian wax working decorations of Easter eggs. But they’re 
all done by local artists and are one-of-a-kind. The artwork has been 
practiced for centuries in Ukraine, where they make eggs for Easter, 
then decorate them with nature symbols representing the rebirth of the 
earth after the long, hard winter. The fundraiser is to show solidarity to 
Ukraine with 100% of the proceeds going to the World Central Kitchen. 
They help prepare food for Ukrainian shelters, hospitals, transit stations 
and more.

The Clean Up Clearlake campaign has gotten underway. The city’s 
working to get rid of blight due to years of illegal dumping. On Saturday, 
Clean Up Clearlake took over the area known as the “The Avenues.” 
One neighbor told the Record Bee he had spent a couple years after he 
moved in clearing out hazardous vegetation on two side streets. Then 
after a while he and other neighbors started clearing out the whole 
neighborhood of trash. Neighbors have been talking about this with city 
and county leaders at meetings and code enforcement has come out 
and cleaned two properties in Clearlake Oaks and Nice after several 
requests and giving out  citations. The sites, mostly in tax default and 
possibly set for auction which will be held May 27th. Their owners have 
until May 26th to get up to date on their payments or forfeit them to the 
sale.

A campaign to save water in Calif. by getting our neighbors to turn off 
their sprinklers in the hopes it will rain. Save Our Water reminding of 
rainy weather tips as a storm is expected to bring some precipitation. 
Turn off your irrigation system when there is rain in the forecast and let 
nature do its part, watering your yard. Then they say to allow soil to dry 
between rain and watering, not to overwater your trees, especially 
drought-tolerant species. And if you can, install drip irrigation & add a 
smart controller. Also, use mulch which can save 20 – 30 gallons of 
water per 1000 sq. ft.
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After reports of a stabbing in Clearlake, Deputies found a male victim at 
Adventist Health Hospital. They say the victim was attacked outside 
Maynard’s Sports Bar in Lower Lake by several people. They were 
moved to an out-of-county hospital and reported in stable condition. 
Major Crimes at the Sheriff’s Office is investigating and says they do 
have some leads but would like anyone who may have seen something 
to call Detective Jeff Mora at (707)262-4224 or by email at 
Jeffrey.mora@lakecountyca.gov

A new grant has been announced by Lake County for those who’ve 
been negatively impacted due to the criminalization of cannabis. The 
Cannabis Local Equity Program Grants are compliments of a partnership 
of the California Governor’s Office of Business and Economic 
Development (GO-Biz). They will first offer direct grants which will go to 
smaller cultivators. More programs are going to be offered, but not quite 
yet. They will take applications and get back to folks who apply when the 
grants are available.

http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Government/Directory/Administration/Cannabis.htm&nbsp;

A man from Covelo has been arrested after a domestic incident. The 
Sheriff’s office reports 32-year-old Lee Anthony Joaquin was arrested 
after a call to a home on Highway 162.  Deputies say the woman and 
Joaquin had been in a relationship for a long time, but recently 
separated.  She says during a child exchange, he became upset and hit 
her several times with his hands and kicked her in the ribs causing 
visible injuries. Since he was on probation, he was arrested for violating 
that, and domestic violence and held without bail.

A 75-year-old man has been arrested in Fort Bragg after reports of sex 
assault on a child under 12. The Sheriff’s Office reports getting a call 
regarding possible oral copulation of a 10-year-old child. Deputies met 
Steven Helm and a witness to the incident. After several interviews, 
detectives found Helm was the responsible party of the alleged abuse as 
he had continuous access to the child who was known to him. He’s 
charged with oral copulation of a child under 10 years-old and 
continuous sexual abuse of child under 14 years-old. He’s being held on 
$200,000 bail. Detectives are also asking anyone else who may have 
had contact with Helm to call them at 707-463-4086 or the Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office Tip-line at 707-234-2100.

After the “People’s Convoy” protest in Canada, a similar group headed to 
Calif. When the group protested in Oakland, they were not well-received. 
Angry neighbors pelted the passing vehicles with eggs and yelled for 
them to leave. The incident went viral after the convoy passed a 
Safeway supermarket Friday. Some of the people driving the big rigs 
had their windows rolled down and got hit by the eggs. SFGate reported 
some in the convoy were overheard on CB radios saying they had to go 
get their vehicles washed after the egging. They went into the Bay Area 
to head over to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s home to put up US flags 
on her lawn. Apparently they couldn’t figure out where her home was so 
they went to a member of the state Legislature’s home instead.

http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Government/Directory/Administration/Cannabis.htm&nbsp
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A new report says the state had more rain this month then all of the 
three preceding months. The California Data Exchange Center and 
Dept. of Water Resources reported double the amount of precipitation in 
April than January, February and March together. Some Tahoe area ski 
resorts were able to stay open as snowstorms hit the higher 
mountainous regions.

The county is looking for anyone interested, and qualified in serving on 
the 2022/2023 Mendocino County Civil Grand Jury. The application 
period has opened for the Superior Court with the deadline, Friday, May 
27th. The new jurors will be sworn in one month later. They tout it as a 
great way to learn about the inner workings of government at the same 
time providing a valuable service to the community. There are 19 
members of the Civil Grand Jury who serve for one year with the power 
to investigate the operations of county, city and district governments; 
provide civil oversight of local government departments and agencies; 
and respond to citizen complaints. The Jury sets its own agenda and 
meeting schedule. Jurors make $25 per full panel meeting, $10 per 
committee meeting and committee attendance at public meetings. 
Mileage is also reimbursed with free onsite parking too.

A family in Lake Tahoe got quite the surprise. Hearing a weird noise like 
rumbling under their home this winter, they found out a family of bears 
had hibernated beneath the home all winter. The mama with three cubs 
and one adopted orphaned cub were in the crawl space under the home 
for the winter. The wildlife group, the BEAR League posted the story on 
Facebook, adding the family also heard snoring but ignored it. But they 
woke from their long slumber last Tuesday and the family then called the 
BEAR League for help.

A new report sheds light on how well California would have done without 
COVID19 vaccines. Researchers at UC San Francisco working with the 
state Dept. of Public Health reports on what the state might have had to 
deal with, had there been no shots after the pandemic broke out. The 
report says the vaccines prevented as many as 1.5 million coronavirus 
infections, nearly 73,000 hospitalizations, and almost 20,000 deaths in 
California. The report was published last Friday in the journal JAMA 
Network Open. A co-author of the study says they know the inoculations 
work, and that they allowed people to go to work, be with their families 
safely and not to have such socioeconomic disruption.

Two people got stranded, one for nearly a week in Lassen County, after 
their truck got stuck on a dirt road in the snow. The woman, 52-year-old 
Sheena Gullett ate snow and rationed the six pack of yogurt she had 
with her. Her friend 48-year-old Justin Lonich hiked out after Gullett lost 
the soles of her boots and stayed back in the truck. Lonich got out and 
hitched a ride to Susanville and reported Gullett missing to the Sheriff’s 
office. There was a search, but Lonich lost his bearings and couldn’t 
remember exactly where they got lost. He went with searchers and last 
Wednesday, she was found. She says she saw the rescue helicopter, 
but apparently, they didn’t immediately see her, as she was stuck in 
heavy snow.
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The Mendocino County Library is offering Memory kits at its branches as 
many in the community are living with or taking care of someone who 
has Alzheimer’s, or other forms of dementia, or cognitive impairment. 
The library won a grant from the State Library’s Mental Health Initiative 
to develop the kits. They help so folks communicate with each other as 
they deal with memory loss. The kits include activities, books, movies, 
and music that center around a theme or a decade. The kits can be 
checked out with a library card.

For more information, please visit http://www.mendolibrary.org or contact the Mendocino County Cultural Services Agency at 234-2873.

A man from Willits, whose already been to Ukraine is going back with 
supplies in an effort to help refugees leave the war-torn country. David 
Caspino, an EMT who served an Army medic already traveled to Ukraine 
along with $60,000 worth of donated insulin, medical supplies, VHF 
radios and body armor. He stayed on to help women and children leave 
the capital of Kyiv to get to the Poland border. He’s looking for donations 
again before he heads back late this week or the beginning of next. He 
says there’s a lot of sex trafficking in the war zone, and that’s the main 
reason he’s going back to help. He says last time he helped as many as 
400 people.

During National Volunteer Appreciation Week, the Fort Bragg Food Bank 
says they’ve delivered celebratory lunches and small gifts to local 
businesses as a way to honor their work. They have around 50 
volunteers and a student team from Anchor Academy. National 
Volunteer Appreciation Week started last Friday. The Food Bank says all 
of the volunteer lunches are being provided by the owner of Sugar 
Coated Catering and the gift bags are filled with virgin olive oil and 
chocolates. The gift bags are for volunteers who donate over two hours 
a week. They also contain a voucher to exchange for a prize from 
Dragonfly Wellness.

As new restrictions on abortion take hold across the nation, Calif. is 
bracing for an influx of patients in need. As a matter of fact, reports say 
abortion clinics in Calif. are even building new facilities near transit hubs 
and training more staff. Lawmakers are also moving Legislation to 
expand how many providers are allowed in the state, how they can 
provide financial assistance to women who come here for help and how 
lawmakers can protect the doctors who treat them. The president and 
CEO of Planned Parenthood in Calif. says people are looking to 
California as a safe haven, and she says it’s our “moral imperative” to 
provide the leadership that people are looking for. Planned Parenthood 
has about half of the abortion clinics in California and says they’ve 
already treated dozens of out-of-state patients after Texas adopted a 
strict law restricting abortion to only six weeks of pregnancy.

http://www.mendolibrary.org/
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A new business popped up in Kelseyville. Nearly two weeks ago, the 
Bell Haven Flower Store opened on Main St. They carry flowers from 
their own Soda Bay Farm. They say they are all picked within 24 hours 
before, calling them “locally grown, not flown.” The owners originally hail 
from Los Angeles but spent their honeymoon in Lake County and spent 
40 years of summers there. They then bought an old R.V. Park and 
cleared it out to build their flower farm. They started at Farmer’s Markets 
and now have eight full time employees and have four permanent 
greenhouses.

The Lake County Planning Commission says yes to a new resort on the 
shore in Lucerne. It was a unanimous vote for the commission at their 
meeting last week. Nicole Farb applied for a design review permit for her 
Nikki Island Resort on 1.5 acres of State Highway 20. The proposed 
resort was deemed to be in alignment with the general plan, shorelines 
plan and zoning ordinance, as well as being compatible with existing 
development. The proposal is for nine overnight lodging units or one 
story “casitas” and a one-story house which once was a Pearl Harbor 
survivor’s home. It will be converted into a gathering space, lobby, 
kitchen and dining room. There will also be an outdoor kitchen, in-ground 
pool and hot tub, new landscaping, parking and pedestrian paths.

A group of Mendocino County marijuana farmers say it’s been an uphill 
battle after a recent crash in wholesale cannabis prices. 20 farmers 
working with a delivery agent in Sacramento to sell to folks in 
Sacramento and Butte counties. Apparently the program would give the 
farmers a bigger cut that would have gone to dispensaries and other 
delivery services. The North Bay Business Journal interviewed a small 
farmer from Covelo who said they were getting only $250 to $300/pound, 
not nearly enough to survive, when a year or so ago, they’d been getting 
$1,000 a pound. The journal reports wholesale marijuana prices in Calif. 
dropped to the lowest prices they’ve been at since the drug was 
legalized in the state. Farmers were trying to grow more to keep up with 
demand after the pandemic hit, but since many lost their jobs, they 
couldn’t afford it after their stimulus checks and extended unemployment 
dried up.

Intro: Local lawmakers and Native American leaders getting behind Legislation to add 
almost four-thousand acres to the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument. The 
bill would add an area known as Walker Ridge to the monument and change its name 
to Condor Ridge, a translation of the native name “Molok Luyuk.” Ben Deci with the 
Yocha Dehe Wintun Nation, says the land has been inhabited by local tribes for more 
than 11-thousand years.
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:10  "It’s a 
meeting 
place, a 
traveling 
route, a 
trading route. 
It has a lot of 
cultural 
significance 
to the people 
who've lived 
here for 
millennia, 
before the 
first 
European 
settlers."

Tag: The Bureau of Land Management currently oversees the area. A few years ago, 
developers proposed a windmill project that did not come to fruition. Backers of adding 
the land to the monument say it would protect the area from future development.

Second Cut: Lake County Supervisor E-J Crandell, a member of the Robinson 
Rancheria Tribe, says the windmills would have endangered the raptors native to the 
area.

:09  "The 
hawks are 
very special 
for regalia 
making, and 
they’re a sign 
in our culture 
for a good 
outcome. So, 
if you see a 
hawk in the 
area, you get 
a sense of 
peace."

Tag: The bill would also formalize a partnership between the U-S Forest Service, B-L-
M and the tribes to co-manage the land for historic preservation, archaeological sites 
and forest health. The Senate version was introduced by Senators Dianne Feinstein 
and Alex Padilla. It mirrors a House version, sponsored by Representatives John 
Garamendi and Mike Thompson.
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A group of Calif. mayors are calling on the Governor’s office and lawmakers to find $3 
billion over three years from the state budget. The so-called flexible homeless funding 
would be approved every year from the Homeless Housing, Assistance, and 
Prevention program. The money coming out of that fund would help them deal with 
homelessness in creative ways, like building tiny cabins and finding empty lots to use 
for those who live in RVs and other vehicles. They’d also be able to provide thousands 
of new shelter beds and help as many as 25,000 homeless people. Last year the state 
approved $7.4 billion for about 30 housing and homelessness programs which will be 
spent over three years and the Governor has proposed spending $2 billion more over 
two more years.

The Mendocino County Extreme Winter Shelter has closed for the season. Last 
November the Fort Bragg City Council approved of a proposal by the city’s mayor for 
the shelter, which was unanimously approved. But because of a limited budget, the 
shelter is only open for extreme weather. The city will use local motel vouchers for 
shelter through a contract with the county. Police will hand out the vouchers on days 
the weather is considered severe because of heavy rain and/or lower than normal 
winter temperatures. Police distributed 339 vouchers last year.

Hunting licenses are available for purchase for next season. You can also apply for the 
Big Game Drawing online. State residents have until June 2nd for the Big Game 
drawing. The state Dept. of Fish and Wildlife is paperless with an entire digital format to 
follow. The agency no longer prints and mails out the hunting digest, it’s all electronic. 
They also say to please not use lead ammunition as it’s illegal in the state. There are 
some tweaks to the schedule due to shorter seasons for deer, elk and pronghorn 
antelope because of wildfires and public land closures, so check to see if you’re eligible 
for a refund.

After reports of a burglary in Middletown, the Lake County Sheriff’s Office reported to a 
home to find the front door was forced open. A neighbor also told the homeowner a 
lock on their storage container was cut off. A Deputy who responded found several 
piles of stolen property and food wrappers. The Deputy noted not many places are 
open to get food late at night, so they went to the Store 24 gas station and reviewed 
security footage from that day and saw a truck there that a neighbor also saw. Two 
suspects known to the Deputy showed up on security footage, so he secured a search 
warrant. Last week several Deputies went with Detectives and arrested Ronald 
Whitmire and Sunny McClain, of Clearlake and found more stolen property on them.

The first mental health crisis training center in Mendocino County has opened at the 
old Jehovah’s Witness Church on Redwood Valley East. The grand opening for the 
Behavioral Health Regional Training Center had a host of local officials, included 
former Sheriff Tom Allman, a champion of addressing the issue. Those at the center 
will spend their days educating local first responders, law enforcement and mental 
health professionals. Allman, former CEO Carmel Angelo and the county’s Behavioral 
Health Director Jenine Miller all addressed a small crowd gathered for the opening. The 
center has virtual training modules featuring simulated crises. The center was partially 
funded with Measure B funds, along with three mobile crisis vans and two full-time 
positions.
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An “explosive type device“ has been retrieved from the parking lot of the Grocery 
Outlet in Lakeport. The police chief told Mendo Fever someone found what looked like 
a homemade, tube-type explosive with a fuse. They told store employees who 
immediately evacuated. The police chief says one of his officers with explosives 
experience reported to the scene, and they informed the public to steer clear of the 
area. The device was taken to a remote area, and was not a danger to the public. 
Investigators said late last night there was “live powder” in the improvised device but it 
would have had to be lit to explode.

A man has been arrested in Covelo after a woman reports her husband had assaulted 
her at an elementary school. Deputies say Jose OjedaMaldonado texted the woman 
several times to meet him at the school and when she arrived, she says he grabbed 
her by the throat, pulled a knife on her, pushed her up against a wall and threatened 
her. He let her go and she called police. He was arrested and held on $100,000.00 
bail.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors considering their own salaries at their latest 
meeting. Supes didn’t take any action though. It was the final meeting for the departing 
county administrative officer, Carol Huchingson. She and the Human Resources 
Director Pam Samac delivered a comparison report on supervisors’ salaries against 12 
other counties around the state. The same counties were used in a comparison study 
which the board then approved of $21 million in raises in the fall of 2020, but only $5 
million was approved. But last fall they approved the rest. But they have not given the 
green light to get their own raises. They’ve been making nearly $64,000/year for some 
time. But the study shows they should be in the neighborhood of nearly $86,000/year.

The latest Lake County Wine Alliance Auction is in the planning stages. The yearly 
auction will be Sept. 17 at The Mercantile by Shannon Family of Wines in Kelseyville. 
The Wine Alliance Auction is their largest fundraiser each year. They distribute the 
money to local charities. The first time they did it, they were able to deliver over 
$31,000 to local organizations. And last year, they raised a quarter million dollars. 
Altogether the Wine Alliance has given over $2,327,000 to help 57 local organizations.

Wildfire safety forever on our minds in Northern Calif. To help make it a reality, there 
are some micro-grants for neighborhood groups and local fire departments. The 
Mendocino County Fire Safe Council (MCFSC) announced its Micro-Grant Program 
has gathered $50,000 for wildfire-safety projects. The grants are from $2,000 to 
$6,000. The Fire Safe Council got more than $105,000 in requests though. The final 
decision included money for the Bell Springs Fire Safe Council (North County) for water 
tanks; the Comptche Volunteer Fire Department and Disaster Preparedness Team for 
water system infrastructure; the Laytonville Fire Department/Long Valley Fire 
Protection District—education, implementation, and enforcement of weed abatement, 
Redwood Coast Fire Protection District for a large water tank; and finally for the String 
Creek/Tartar Canyon Fire Safe Council in Willits area to remove hazardous dead trees.

A lobbyist working with PG&E who asked the Governor’s office for a loan so fire 
survivors get all the money they’re owed, quit. Patrick McCallum reportedly asked the 
Governor’s staff if they could secure a $1.5 billion loan to add into the PG&E Fire 
Victim Trust. A recent public radio investigation said the trust was slow paying victims 
and there were giant attorney fees and big money paid to consultants and the 
California State University system. But McCallum is married to the Sonoma State 
University President, who recently left him after several women reported sexual 
harassment against him.
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Lawmakers are looking to get more money for folks who file a 
malpractice lawsuit. If the bill moves through and makes it to the 
Governor, it wouldn’t have to become a ballot initiative instead. Right 
now the state doesn’t cap the amount patients can win in malpractice 
suits, but there is a limit on how much someone can win for non-material 
items like pain and suffering, at $250,000. It’s been a yearslong battle to 
get that limit up, with Doctors historically fighting the raising of limits, 
claiming it would explode their malpractice insurance premiums and that 
it could close community health clinics. Lawmakers are looking to 
gradually increase the limit over the next decade. The California Medical 
Association and the Consumer Attorneys of California, Californians Allied 
for Patient Protection support the move.

The state Fish and Game Commission on their toes at their meeting, 
tackling multiple issues. One is a regulation to ban the use of hydraulic 
pumps to catch clams, sand crabs and shrimp. It was already in the mix, 
but just a temporary regulation, which will become the standard. The 
Commission also approved its Pink (Ocean) Shrimp Fishery 
Management Plan, consistent with Oregon and Washington, so the 
marine animal will be part of a fishery, the first in the state with the 
Marine Stewardship Council sustainability certification. The Commission 
also considered listing southern California steelhead as threatened or 
endangered and said no to a petition to ban bear hunting.

After a father and son went missing after fishing in Humboldt Bay, their 
search was called off. The Coast Guard suspended the search for Scott 
Arbaugh of Eureka and his son Josh Arbaugh of Arcata. The pair took off 
from Fields Landing Tuesday using a small speedboat. They were 
reported missing by family members Tuesday night and the search 
began. Their sunken boat was found later that night about a ½ mile 
northeast of King Salmon. By yesterday the search was called off after 
over 50 hours of scouring the area. Helicopter and ground crews and 
dive teams searched.

The Save the Redwoods League says they’ve working to secure, then 
protect over 450 acres of coastal redwood forest in Mendocino County. 
It’s the Atkins Place property, which is critical habitat that connects 
Montgomery Woods State Natural Reserve and Bureau of Land 
Management protected lands. A major chunk of it is a coast redwood 
and Douglas-fir forest. There is about 1.25 miles of steelhead and coho 
salmon-bearing streams and grassland and ridgelines. The League says 
they’ll work to raise $1.3 million by June 30th to make the acquisition a 
reality. The land is located in the South Fork Big River watershed and is 
spawning habitat for steelhead trout and coho salmon, plus endangered 
foothill yellow-legged frogs and northern spotted owls, northern 
goshawks, white-tailed kites and other raptors.
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A grant has been applied for by both Adventist Health, Mendocino 
County and the City of Fort Bragg to fix up Bainbridge Park which was 
chosen as a finalist in the State Farm Neighborhood Assist program. If 
they get the most votes, the park could win the grant. Votes are being 
tallied online until next Friday, May 6th. The contest is a choice between 
100 proposals and whoever gets the most online votes wins $25,000. 
That will pay for part of the installation of two artificial turf soccer fields, 
which are part of a major upgrade at Bainbridge Park, the only public 
playground in the city.

Individuals can vote up to ten times a day through May 6 by visiting https://www.neighborhoodassist.com/entry/2045173.

A man in Ukiah has been arrested after he was seen on a motorcycle by 
police then took off at speeds over 85 mph. Police had previously 
noticed the bike in a hotel parking lot without the correct license plates, 
the ones that were on the motorcycle were for a different bike. The 
officer on the scene says when the rider saw him, they took off. The 
officer went after the bike which was going too fast for the area and 
flying through intersections, while passing other vehicles in a reckless 
manner. The guy eventually got off the bike and ran and refused to listen 
to police commands to stop. He was finally stopped and identified as 
Joseph A. Hoaglin. Hoaglin was booked for reckless evading and forged 
vehicle registration and held on $35,000.00 bail.

The Neighborhood Fire Safe Council is offering free wildfire safety home 
assessments. The council is looking for neighbors to do the 
assessments together so they can get info out to as many people at 
once as possible. They say, not to worry, it’s a non-judgmental, non-
binding, non-regulatory risk-free educational opportunity. You schedule 
the time and place and a Mendocino County Fire Safe Council 
representative will visit to explain how you can assess wildfire risks at 
your home, review ways to lower your risk, and they’ll walk your property 
and share observations and answer questions.

To set up an evaluation session contact us at 
admin@firesafemendocino.org or 707-462-3662

Lake County may return to a standalone Human Resources department, 
not one that’s managed by the County Administrative Office. An idea 
broached by Supervisor Bruno Sabatier at this week’s Tuesday meeting. 
The agency had been standalone for decades, then coming under the 
auspices of the County Administrative Office various times for various 
reasons. Departing County Administrative Officer Carol Huchingson 
requested it be part of her office again, but now that she’s leaving office, 
her assistant will take over, but that means she’s oversee Human 
Resources as they search for Huchingson’s permanent replacement.

https://www.neighborhoodassist.com/entry/2045173
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After a makeshift bomb was found in Lakeport, police are trying to figure 
out who left it behind. The homemade explosive device was found 
Tuesday night in the Grocery Outlet parking lot. Police and firefighters 
responded, and officers found it under a car. They say it looked like it 
was made of cardboard, powder, shrapnel, and a fuse. They said at the 
time it would not have exploded without being lit first. It was taken to a 
remote area to render it safe and officers are working to figure out how it 
got there and who made it.

A protest hearing against Lakeport’s long-awaited annexation of a 
section of S. Main Street is planned. The meeting is a week from 
tomorrow in the city council chambers. They will consider written protests 
about the annexation and won’t hear any testimony regarding the city’s 
application per se’.  The annexation is for around 137 acres, with 50 
parcels, south of existing Lakeport city limits, and across from South 
Main Street and Soda Bay Road and east of Highway 29. The 
annexation process started in 2019 and the Lake Local Agency 
Formation Commission approved the annexation in March of this year, 
but there needs to be a protest proceeding because of some written 
protests from area neighbors.

A company looking at alternatives or a fix for the Orr Street Bridge have 
been in Ukiah hearing from locals. The project manager for the bridge 
handed out maps, snacks and comment cards with the transportation 
engineer. Some people complaining about what the work would bring, 
noise, pollution and traffic snarl-ups. Options on the table include 
removing the currently closed bridge and rebuilding with a pedestrian 
walkway or just building a new pedestrian bridge at the end of Myron 
Place, but that could mean the removal of a bunch of trees.

If you want to weigh in, email comments to 
orrstreetbridge@cityofukiah.com or call 707-463-6200.

As COVID-19 cases rise in Sonoma County, more people are seeking 
testing. The county reported an average of 16-hundred people per day 
were getting tested, up 200 from last week. Sonoma County’s case rate 
is at 14 cases per day per 100-thousand residents. It was at six or seven 
cases per 100-thousand residents a few weeks ago. It reflects a steady 
rise in cases nationwide, largely blamed on the B-A-Two Omicron 
subvariant.

Lake County’s annual burn ban starts Sunday. The ban covers all open 
fires, but there are a few limited exceptions for agriculture, controlled 
burns, and public safety. The restriction has been around since 1986. 
Since then the County Air Quality Management District says the program 
has been successful reducing the risk for out of control fires and keeping 
the air clean. The Air Quality District says public cooperation is 
important, but if you violate the ban, you could face consequences. 
Among them: citations, fines, and orders to pay for the response to put 
the fire out or other damages. The ban remains in effect until CalFire 
declares the fire season over.
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If you have a Lake County Library card, you can now check out a free 
pass to a California State Park. The three-year pilot program program 
allows library patrons access to a limited number of free passes, valid for 
a certain number of days, which get you into more than 200 state parks. 
Parks include Clear Lake State Park in Kelseyville, Anderson Marsh 
State Historic Park in Lower Lake, and Robert Louis Stevenson State 
Park south of Middletown. County Librarian Christoper Veach calls it a 
great way for people who use the library to discover the California’s 
great outdoors through its biggest-in-the-nation state park system. You 
can find more information on the library website or at any branch library.

California will allow some immigrants living in the state without legal 
permission to access Medi-Cal health insurance benefits starting this 
weekend. Immigrants over 49 who fall below certain income limits will be 
able to apply for full coverage from the state version of Medicaid 
beginning Sunday. Officials estimate that adds up to about 235,000 
people. More than 220,000 others under 25 without documentation are 
already enrolled. The Department of Health Care Services, which 
administers Medi-Cal, is working with county officials, consumer 
advocates, and the state health insurance exchange to reach the newly 
eligible immigrants.

An investigation has been launched by the state attorney general about 
how fossil fuel and petrochemicals contribute to California pollution. Atty. 
Gen. Rob Bonta reported yesterday his office subpoenaed Exxon Mobil 
to uncover how the company may have covered up the public’s 
understanding of the harmful consequences of plastic. Bonta said for 
years the plastics industry has been deceiving the public saying 
recycling can solve the plastics crisis. But Bonta says instead fossil fuels 
like oil and gas are the raw material of most plastics and that’s been 
piling up and crowding waterways and oceans, making marine life ill and 
threatening human health. The state is also looking to do away with 
single use plastic for good, as one way to reduce plastic pollution. Bonta 
says about 90% of plastics end up in landfills, burned or flushed into the 
ocean.

Two teens in Mendocino County are missing. The Sheriff’s Office says 
they got a call the two 13 year olds, Legend Findsthefeather and Maria 
Kinsman vanished from Point Arena last night. The two reportedly took a 
bus to Coddingtown Mall in Santa Rosa and were last seen there around 
3:30pm yesterday. The Sheriff’s office says they had conflicting info 
there was a white SUV somehow involved. Santa Rosa police sent out a 
Nixle alert for the two, but neither has any family in the area. A Be on the 
Lookout alert has been issued and police are asking anyone who may 
have seen the teens to call dispatch.
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California’s with over a dozen states trying to coax the U.S. Postal 
Service into commissioning more electric vehicles so its eventually all 
electric. The states are suing to get the Service to stop buying gas-
powered trucks and modernize the fleet instead. Three lawsuits were 
filed yesterday by the 15 states and environmental activists here in Calif. 
and in New York for a more comprehensive environmental review before 
the Service buys more vehicles. Those suing say the gas- or diesel-
powered delivery vehicles could harm the environment for years. The 
delivery trucks have been in service since the late 1980’s and early 
nineties.

It’s finally here, the Crisis Residential Treatment facility for mental health. 
Measure B, the Mental Health Treatment Act funded much of the new 
facility which had its official ribbon cutting ceremony last year. But the 
construction wasn’t done yet due to COVID supply chain issues. This 
past January most of the facility was done, except they were waiting for 
a generator. Now the eight-bed complex is available for adults 
“experiencing a psychiatric crisis” for up to a one month stay. They are 
still waiting for that generator though. The Phoenix House will offer 
treatment, in a safe, welcoming, non-institutional residential setting.

Plans to build the Grocery Outlet have moved a step closer as three 
companies have submitted proposals for the environmental impact 
review. The Fort Bragg City Council approved of an agreement earlier 
this week for Best Development to get the review going, they’re paying 
for it. The company doing the review had a leg up since they were 
already doing work in the city. There were some objections though about 
the amount of work and how much time the company was reportedly 
committing to the review. The company says they’ll use some older 
studies, but some members of the public at the meeting spoke out 
against the idea. But the city council approved of the company for the 
review, De Novo, unanimously. The mayor recused himself though.

The state has a new plan to beat back climate change and be more 
proactive in the face of

extreme heat emergencies. The idea for lawmakers to fork over $300 
million for an Extreme Heat Action Plan across California. And the 
Natural Resources Agency secretary says the extreme heat is a public 
health challenge and we need to take action to protect people. Some of 
the requested money would go to build emergency hot weather shelters 
so folks can go cool off and charge their electronics during heat storms. 
Other money to plant trees to create shade, green schoolyards so kids 
stay cool and encourage folks, if they can, to buy solar and energy-
efficient appliances with help from the state. And even repaint your home 
with heat-reflective paint.

Somehow PG&E had a banner year so far. The company reports tripling 
their first quarter earnings for 2022 over last year’s. The company raking 
in over $475 million of profits. Some wildfire survivors are asking the 
company to use the take to underground powerlines quickly, before we 
see anymore catastrophic wildfires. The company announced in a 
recorded meeting they would work to underground powerlines. The profit 
may have come from raising customers rates.
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Reports in Calif. say thousands of residents continue to struggle with 
mental health crises and many don’t have access to needed treatment. 
State Senator, and Senate Majority Leader Mike McGuire has a new bill 
to make sure all Californians with insurance have access to the so-called 
Coordinated Specialty Care. That means they have access to a 
personalized treatment plan with needed services, like 
guaranteed/longer term mental health care, access to housing, and help 
with educational and vocational goals. Currently many of the private 
health insurance companies and health plans cover the treatment. 
McGuire’s bill was approved in the Senate Health Committee 
unanimously. It would mean a patient would have a team with their 
regular doctor, a psychiatrist, and a case manager.

The yearly quarantine for sport-harvested mussels in California is in 
effect. This is along the coast including all bays, inlets, and harbors. The 
California Department of Public Health (CDPH) is reminding about the 
quarantine to protect against possible poisoning due to toxins that can 
lead to severe illness and death. It does not apply to Clear Lake or 
commercially sold clams, mussels, scallops or oysters. State-certified 
commercial shellfish harvesters or dealers can still sell their products 
which are frequently tested to be sure they’re safe. The quarantine lasts 
from the beginning of May to the end of October.

For more information, go to the California Department of Public Health’s Annual Mussel Quarantine Frequently Asked Questions web page here: http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DRSEM/Pages/EMB/Shellfish/Annual-Mussel-Quarantine.aspx

This month is mental health awareness month and Lake County is 
reminding to check in on your own mental health and those you know. 
May is Mental Health Matters Month so the Dept. of

Behavioral Health Services is inviting folks to “Take Action 4 Mental 
Health” with an event. It’s one week from Saturday, May 14th from 10am 
to 2pm at Library Park in Lakeport. A reminder when you do check in 
with others to ask how they are and if they want to talk. Let them know 
where they can get support too.

To get started, visit the “Take Action 4 Mental Health” website’s check-in page at https://takeaction4mh.com/.

Lake County Behavioral Health Services also offers community trainings 
for suicide prevention.

For more information, please contact Kendra Boyce, Prevention 
Specialist at Kendra.Boyce@lakecountyca.gov or 707-533-7358, or 
Michael Mos, Prevention Specialist, at Michael.Mos@lakecountyca.gov

A man arrested for sex crimes against a minor has been found dead in 
jail. The Sheriff reports 75 year old Steven Helm of Fort Bragg was found 
down by Corrections Deputies during routine rounds. They found him 
unconscious, went into his cell and found he had no pulse. They began 
CPR on Helm as jail medical staff were called along with Ukiah Valley 
Fire Authority and Medstar Ambulance. But Helm was pronounced dead. 
The Sheriff’s office reports he was in custody just over a week and by 
himself in a cell because of his alleged crime and COVID-19 quarantine 
procedures. He had no interactions with other inmates.

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CEH/DRSEM/Pages/EMB/Shellfish/Annual-Mussel-Quarantine.aspx
https://takeaction4mh.com/
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A new trail is starting to take shape at Low Gap Park. Volunteers along 
with the Ukiah Valley Trail Group and California Conservation Corps are 
building the trail which will be publicly revealed Sunday, May 15th. The 
reveal is at 10am and those there will get a map and directions to walk 
the new trail, which is about 1.5 miles from the parking lot. The 
completion will make the whole path, a 5-mile round trip. It will be plainly 
marked with information stations along the path. The Upper City View 
Trail is being built mostly from funds donated by the Pacific Redwood 
Medical Group through their Community Foundation of Mendocino 
County (CFMC) Fund. The City of Ukiah also gave staff time.

The groundfish opener in the Northern Management Area and the 
Mendocino Management Area are open for boat-based groundfish 
fishing. They opened the area yesterday and it’s open thru the end of the 
year. It starts at the Calif. Oregon state line and goes to about Cape 
Mendocino and out to Pt. Arena. Make sure you have your fish ID and 
know your bag limits for vermilion rockfish, 4 and only 1 for both copper 
and quillback rockfish. Check the CDFW’s website for the current 
regulations before fishing because changes can occur during the 
season.

Hotline at (831) 649-2801 or visit CDFW’s summary of recreational groundfish fishing regulations for 2022 at https://wildlife.ca.gov/…/regulations/groundfish-summary

For background information on groundfish science and management, please visit CDFW’s Marine Region Groundfish page at https://wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/marine/groundfish

Mendocino County has been declared a disaster area by the U.S. Small 
Business Administration. The declaration due to the drought. A severe 
drought was declared by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) with 
a disaster designation of D2, which means it’s been dry for at least eight 
consecutive weeks, per the U.S. Drought Monitor. This means county 
farmers or agricultural producers can apply to the USDA Farm Service 
Agency’s Emergency Loan Program of up to $500,000. And nonfarm 
businesses, small agricultural coops, small aquaculture businesses and 
most private nonprofits are also able to apply for low-interest deferral 
disaster loans from the SBA of up to $2 million.

For additional information, please email the Mendocino County Water 
Agency at mcwa@mendocinocounty.org. For the pdf version of this 
press release, please click here.

The Concert in the Park Series at Todd Grove Park is on. After two 
years without, due to the pandemic, the yearly concert series is returning 
for the 30th year.  The shows were canceled in 2020, and four of six 
were back last year. But this year will be a full slate of shows to 
celebrate the concert series 30th anniversary. The poster was created 
by local artist Danza Davis and the bands will vary from Latin hip-hop 
outfit, Ozomatli to soulful, party funk of Con Brio.

https://wildlife.ca.gov/%E2%80%A6/regulations/groundfish-summary
https://wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/marine/groundfish
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The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is taking on their Fiscal 
Year 3rd Quarter Budget Report and check in with departmental 
spending and revenue. They will hear from the Executive Office, then 
look to adopt the budget. The board will also hear a presentation of the 
Lodging Business Improvement District on its Annual Report and are 
expected to approve that. They will also adopt the resolution to Levy the 
Boundaries of the Unincorporated Portion of the County and the 
Incorporated Areas of the City of Fort Bragg, the City of Point Arena, the 
City of Ukiah, and the City of Willits from Specified Lodging Businesses. 
There are a bunch of tree removal projects the Board is expected to 
approve for PG&E too.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors has to come up with a way to fill 
its District 4 seat and will take up how they plan to recruit a new county 
administrative officer. The meeting in person and on Zoom will cover 
filling Supervisor Tina Scott’s seat. She announced she had taken a 
teaching job in Lakeport and would resign effective the end of July. 
County staff says the Board should have the seat on the general election 
ballot, but that may not be the way to go since the state says it can be 
filled by the Governor, then there will be an election. Lake Co News 
reports county staff have been in contact “with appropriate State and 
Local officials,” and will provide an update and invite the board’s 
discussion tomorrow. They will also hear from HR about finding a new 
county administrative officer after Carol Huchingson retired.

It’s Wildfire Preparedness Week so Cal Fire along with partner agencies 
are raising awareness about what we can do to protect against the threat 
of wildfires. Many of the state’s most devastating fires were in 2020 and 
2021 where nearly 7 million areas burned. Cal Fire also reportedly went 
out to over 1,400 wildfires which blackened more than 6,500 acres on 
state and federal lands. The Cal Fire Chief says minimal rainfall is 
expected this spring while we are in an extreme drought ahead of the 
summer. The Governor has floated over $3 billion for Cal Fire in his 
latest budget for fire management, fire prevention, mitigation efforts 
including prescribed fire and fuel breaks, forest health and home 
hardening.

This weekend is the Lake County Renaissance Faire Fundraiser. The 
15th annual Konocti Christian Academy celebration will have a petting 
zoo and horse-drawn carriage rides also this year. It’s all happening at 
the Lake County Fairgrounds Saturday, May 7th, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
They’re working with Crazy Quilt farms so that guests can pet animals, 
including ducks, chickens, goats, sheep, pigs and a pony or mini horse. 
Narley Dude Ranch will also be there with free horse drawn-carriage 
rides. Folks in attendance get to enjoy Renaissance era costumes, 
theater, games, activities, food, and song. There will also be a 
Shakespeare play put on by nearly 100 KCA students.

Ticket prices range from $10 to $45 and sponsorships are available. To 
purchase tickets or to become a sponsor visit Eventbrite, KCA’s 
Facebook page, or at KCA by calling 707-262-1522.
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The state continues to remove wildfire debris from homes as part of the 
Consolidated Debris Removal Program. After last year’s fires crews 
reported taking out almost 90% of the debris and over half of the 56,400 
fire-damaged hazard trees so rebuilding and recovery can start. The 
crews have taken out charred metal, concrete, ash and contaminated 
soil from 1,608 properties. The 1,608 cleared properties are 90.4 percent 
of the 1,779 properties in 15 counties who took part in the full debris 
removal program. There were also 359 properties that only had 
hazardous trees removed as part of the program. Mendocino County 
had 12 of 20 sites with asbestos removed.

State Sen. Mike McGuire at the latest Clearlake Oaks-Glenhaven 
Business Association dinner. McGuire was the featured speaker and 
spoke about what lawmakers are up to including their work on 
unsheltered people and the housing crisis and plans for a CAL FIRE 
crew expansion. He also touched on the need for a healthcare 
expansion and needed broadband internet in Lake, Humboldt and 
Mendocino Counties. He says he feels frustrated because you cannot do 
a one size fits all approach in rural Calif and says it’s unacceptable the 
way some folks in rural California have been treated. He did say we 
have another year of budget surplus so lawmakers would push through a 
bunch of projects.

A lawmaker in California has set out to recognize the dedication and 
resilience of volunteer court advocates across the country. State Senator 
Josh Newman of Los Angeles introduced the bill that passed the 
Legislature to recognize CASA Appreciation Day. The court appointed 
advocates are put in place to make sure kids have safe, loving homes. 
The legislation says, still, thousands are abused, neglected, or 
abandoned by their families and put in foster care or institutions and 
could end up wards of the court. CASA Appreciation Day recognizes the 
important role played by Court Appointed Special Advocate for children 
(CASA) volunteers. It was therefore declared that May 2nd, which was 
yesterday, has been declared CASA Appreciation Day.

The University of California system says it will offer Tuition and Student 
Service Fees for students from Calif. who are members of federally 
recognized Native American tribes. They will be eligible for grants or 
scholarships under the UC Native American Opportunity Plan. The idea 
is to make college more affordable and accessible for Native American 
students from Calif. as part of the college system’s work to be more 
inclusive. The UC President noted Native Americans are one of the most 
underrepresented groups within higher education. So starting this fall, 
the UC system will make financial aid and other resources available to 
fully cover in-state systemwide Tuition and Student Services Fees for 
some Native American, American Indian and Alaska Native tribes. This 
is for undergraduate and graduate studies.
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Mendocino County got almost $17 million dollars from the federal 
government during the pandemic. Mendo Fever reports some of the 
money went to remodel the Board of Supervisors chambers and buy 
metal detectors. The news site reports the American Rescue Plan Act 
was to be used to help residents, small businesses or affected industries 
and nonprofits; to offer premium pay to essential workers; invest in 
water, sewer, or broadband infrastructure; or to provide government 
services. A Ukiah City Councilman is working to get the money to the 
people, not to remodeling. The news site reports the county gave over 
$754,000 to the Mendocino Community Foundation and North Coast 
Opportunities for food assistance (NCO), staff salaries for program 
administration. And NCO got another $372,400 for financial assistance, 
including staff salaries. The news site reports another $370,000 or so 
went to the remodel. The Board will hear from the public on the matter at 
their first meeting in June.

A solo car crash in Ukiah has sent to people to the hospital. Mendo 
Fever reports hearing about the accident on the scanner. And the CHP 
reported two people had moderate injuries yesterday after a Toyota 
Corolla crashed on the 101. Two ambulances reported to the scene and 
one person was extricated from the car, then one of the two in the car 
was taken by air ambulance to the hospital for treatment. Soon after 
another helicopter was requested.

A couple of teens from Mendocino County reported missing last week 
have been found safe. The 13-year-olds, Mariah Kinsman and Legend 
Finds the Feather left Point Arena Elementary last Thursday, took a bus 
and vanished for four days. They were reportedly found in Cupertino 
yesterday after surveillance footage was sifted through from in and 
around the bay area.

New color in Fort Bragg as two murals are painted as part of the 
Alleyway Art Project. A local nonprofit is sponsoring the murals on main 
street, “Queen Bee” and “Be a Light”. The city of Fort Bragg 
commissioned the works as part of a contest in 2017. There are eight 
murals in all. A Fort Bragg art teacher is adding two panels near another 
piece of his work. And another art teacher also has a work in progress. 
The new works should be complete this weekend.

For more information about the Alleyway Project, go to http://www.fortbraggalleywayart.org.

Cases are climbing again. After several weeks of waning cases of 
COVID19, we have been seeing another wave of cases. The state 
reports almost 30% more cases the last week and small spikes in 
hospitalizations. Health officers across the state are recording more 
cases, as many as 5,600 known coronavirus cases a day this past week, 
the highest in two months. Hospitalizations are up 7%, with 146 people 
in an ICU as of Saturday. But those numbers are still very low, 
comparatively. The state is forecasting hospitalizations could surge 
another 65% by Memorial Day. The state says right now the 
transmission rate is at 1.24%. Because of the rise in cases, LA County is 
considering a masking order for all indoor settings. There are also new 
omicron subvariants to be concerned about…

http://www.fortbraggalleywayart.org/
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The State of California is still thinning its population. Last year, over 
117,550 residents left. The California Department of Finance reported 
the state’s population at the start of 2022, at 39,185,605. So it was a 
0.3% decline, way down from the 0.59% loss from April 2020 to the end 
of that year. North Bay counties lost residents, Mendocino was off 0.7%; 
Solano, 0.6%; Sonoma, 0.5%; and Lake, 0.4%. The report showed 
growth though for the Central Valley and Inland Empire. And most 
coastal counties in the state had declines except San Luis Obispo, Santa 
Barbara and Santa Cruz counties.

A fun day for the kiddos at Frank Zeek Elementary. Last Friday students 
got to release around 100 small steelhead into Orr Creek at Low Gap 
Park. Some of the students named their baby fish and wrote notes to 
them. The teacher was with the children as they released their fish as 
they waved goodbye and wished they weren’t caught or end up on 
someone’s grill. Teacher Kathy Rawles says she got 50 eggs from the 
hatchery at Lake Mendocino in March.

Contracts, land sales and committee reorganization on the Clearlake 
City Council agenda. The council meets Thursday online and in person. 
They’re considering awarding a contract for the Austin Park splash pad 
at the meeting and look at the sale of a piece of land. The council’s also 
poised to reorganize the Clearlake Marketing Committee which is tasked 
with economic activity for the city. Plus the council will get the yearly 
update from the Lake County Tourism Improvement District.

Two Calif. condors will be released into the wild by the Yurok Tribe and 
Redwood National and State Parks. This morning the first two condors 
will be released into their former range, the first time since 1892. They 
have to first go into a staging area and voluntarily make the move. If they 
don’t go their on their own, where there is access to the outside world, 
there will be another attempt tomorrow morning. This is the way the 
Yurok people designed the release back into the wild. You can catch the 
livestream starting this morning at 7:30 a.m. on the Yurok Tribe’s 
Facebook page, which can be found 
here: http://www.facebook.com/TheYurokTribe/ . The livestream can also 
be viewed here: https://www.yuroktribe.org/yurok-condor-live-feed .

They’re back with the Mendocino Film Festival. The 15th annual festival 
is set for June 2-5 with almost 60 films, special panels, workshops, and 
filmmakers will be on hand for meet and greets and Q&A’s. There are 35 
features and 23 short films with more than 2 dozen filmmakers. The 
organizers say one of the highlights this year is animator and two-time 
Academy Award nominee Bill Plympton who is sharing excerpts of a new 
film of his and is offering an animation workshop. And Academy-Award 
winning documentary filmmaker Freida Lee Mock will be here to screen 
The Choir and Conductor with a live choral performance following the 
screening.

For more information, including this year’s complete program and how to buy tickets, visit http://www.MendocinoFilmFestival. org.

http://www.mendocinofilmfestival/
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After California worked to protect unsheltered transgender youth, several 
other states have followed suit. The LGBTQ Victory Institute along with 
other supporters have taken action after conservative states moved to 
silence them. In Texas the Governor was talking about getting children 
who identify as transgender to go into foster care, but a judge 
temporarily blocked the move.  In Minnesota and New York they’ve 
followed Calif. by drafting legislation to outlaw removing children from 
their parents’ custody because they might have access to gender-
affirming health care. And LGBTQ lawmakers in more than a dozen 
other states are also trying to get similar legislation passed. 

After rumors started circulating that the U.S. Supreme Court is about to 
overturn Roe vs. Wade, Gov. Newsom and legislative leaders said they’d 
see that residents are protected if they seek an abortion, and ask voters 
to embed this in the California Constitution. Newsom put out a statement 
this morning that Calif. wouldn’t be a witness to women being stripped of 
their rights. If an amendment is added to the constitution it would need 
voter approval. Since Democrats have enough seats in the Senate and 
Assembly, they could send the issue to voters without a bipartisan push. 
 In previous polling in Calif., there have been strong majorities of voters 
in support of abortion rights, across party lines.

A judge in Mendocino County Superior Court has ruled the City of Fort 
Bragg can move forward with a lawsuit against Mendocino Railway 
claiming it’s a public utility so its regulated differently. The Railway is 
calling it a frivolous lawsuit so that it can control the Railway instead of 
the Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (“DOT”). The Railway claims the city has no legal 
standing to sue and says they’re pursuing an emergency request for an 
appeal. The president of the Railway says the City Council “is 
determined to waste hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars to 
pursue its relentless quest to destroy the railway”. They also say the 
City’s trying to sabotage the Railway trying to get a $21 million Railway 
Rehabilitation and Improvement loan.

A woman from Redwood Valley has reportedly lost control of a U-Haul 
truck and crashed into a concrete bridge. Mendo Fever reports 
Kimberleigh Myers was driving the 26-foot truck Sunday on Highway 101 
north of the Reynolds Road over-crossing when she lost control, crossed 
the road and hit the concrete bridge railing head-on, then drove on top of 
the railing, rolled off the landing, and onto the truck’s side. She was 
stuck inside for about 90 minutes while emergency responders made 
their way there and extricated her out of the vehicle. She was taken by 
air ambulance to a hospital out of county for treatment of major injuries.
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After an altercation between a couple of men in Ukiah, one of them was 
stabbed, the other ended up arrested. Police say it happened Sunday in 
the parking lot of a gas station and Express Mart on S. State St. They 
say 21-year-old Caleb Devine Gomes was hauled to jail for assault with 
a deadly weapon. The two men in the confrontation are unsheltered, one 
had a knife and slashed the other in the forehead. They were treated by 
paramedics and released. The arrest happened about a quarter mile 
away from the altercation, near Hertz Car Rental.

After a couple of California condors were taken to an area where they 
used to fly to introduce them back to the wild, they did it, they both took 
flight. The Press Democrat reported yesterday morning, for the first time 
in over a century, two captive-bred birds were released in Redwood 
National Park, their historic habitat in the Pacific Northwest. The two 
males were taken to a staging area, a gate was opened from their cage, 
and they meandered out, then took flight. The Yurok Tribe was behind 
the historic event, running a stream of the event on Facebook Live and 
their own website. The last time the condors were seen in the park, was 
1892.

Water drilling permits are on hold because of the drought. The Governor 
had issued an Executive Order several weeks ago after some of the 
driest months in the state’s modern history. Gov. Newsom’s order allows 
local water suppliers to change to level two of water shortage 
contingency plans, that means they have to do everything they can to 
conserve water. Also, the State Water Resources Control Board is 
looking at ordering no more watering of decorative grass at businesses 
and institutions. Anyone looking to drill a new well will be out of luck.

Kelseyville Riviera could soon be a Demonstration Community by Cal 
Fire and the state’s Office of Emergency Services, or CalOES. The 
former Clear Lake Riviera has been lucky when it comes to wildfire and 
has been working on defensible space and other Firewise practices with 
their Community Association. The area is now being considered for the 
California Wildfire Mitigation Program’s (CWMP’s) innovative Home 
Hardening Initiative. This means the state’s coming up with a plan to 
harden, retrofit and create even more defensible space for homes which 
could be at high risk for wildfires. The state would also provide financial 
assistance for low- and moderate- income households in the community. 
As much as $23 million could be invested to harden Kelseyville Riviera 
with work potentially starting this fall. Right now, the work is in the 
environmental review stage and that could take several months. Then 
homeowners would apply.

Since Mendocino County has been declared a disaster by the federal 
government due to the drought, applications for loans are available. As 
we reported yesterday, the U.S. Department of Agriculture declared the 
disaster, not only for Mendocino, but all California counties with drought 
intensity levels of D2, D3, and D4. Emergency farm loans for physical 
and crop production losses are available up to $500,000 with the 
application deadline in December. These are the same sort of loans 
many got due to the pandemic, Economic Injury Disaster Loans.
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To apply: Contact local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office in Ukiah at 707-468-9223. Hearing impaired individuals should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600. Additional information can be found at the USDA website: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index

And small businesses include those that do business directly with the 
growers, such as truckers and suppliers of agricultural equipment or 
services.

To apply: Contact SBA at 1-800-659-2955, or visit SBA’s website 
at: http://www.sba.gov/disaster, or 
email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov

Intro: Leaders of the California Legislative Women’s Caucus say they’re 
working to protect the right to an abortion after a leaked draft opinion 
showed the U-S Supreme Court is ready to overturn ‘Roe v. Wade’ this 
summer. That would turn the matter over to the states. Abortion is and 
will remain legal in California, but now, some lawmakers want to cement 
that right by putting it into the state Constitution. Caucus Chair 
Assemblymember Cristina Garcia says if the Supreme Court issues the 
ruling, it would be an unprecedented rollback of people’s rights.

 :09  "Overturning Roe vs. Wade is not going to stop abortions, but rather 
it's going to lead to unsafe and deadly abortions, especially for our most 
marginalized and vulnerable communities."

Tag: If the constitutional amendment passes both houses of the State 
Legislature by a two-thirds margin, it would be placed onto the 
November ballot. The author of SCOTUS’ draft opinion, Justice Samuel 
Alito, argued that the privacy rights and the due process clause don’t 
apply to the termination of a pregnancy. Other opponents cite religious 
objections.

Second Cut: Jodi Hicks, president and C-E-O of Planned Parenthood of 
California, says low-income women of color from conservative states 
would be disproportionately affected.

 :06  "People that are denied access to abortions are four times more 
likely to end up in poverty."

Third Cut: State Senate President Pro Tempore Toni Atkins says the 
state should establish a fund to accept private donations to help people 
from other states travel to California for abortion care.

 :16  "California will continue to be a beacon of hope for women and 
families who need access for reproductive care and abortion, here in our 
own state and across the country. We will not leave the women and 
families impacted by the backwards, reckless policies of other states 
without options."

Tag: Earlier this year, state lawmakers passed a bill forbidding insurance 
companies from charging a co-pay for abortion services.

The Lake County Registrar of Voters Office has a reminder that all 
registered voters will be getting their primary election ballots in the mail. 
The election is next month, June 7th. The vote by mail ballots are going 
out, no later than Monday, May 9th. There will also be supplemental 
mailings after for newly registered or re-registered voters. They remind 
also to make sure all of your voter registration information is up to date. 
You can update that by registering again, or calling the registrar’s office. 
Once you fill everything out, mail it back, no postage is needed, or drop it 
off at any official ballot drop box location.

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/index
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Visit the following website at https//caearlyvoting.sos.ca.gov/ or call 
(707) 263-2372 for locations.

Mendocino College students are back with their biggest, and by far, most 
popular exhibit of the year, for the first time since Spring 2019. In the 
Mendocino College gallery, you can view students ceramics, sculpture, 
photography, painting, drawing, and mixed media works. They report this 
year, there are 97 students exhibiting 147 artworks. Much of the artwork 
is for sale and all proceeds go to the student artist. It goes through May 
15th, and the reception for the works is this afternoon from 4 to 6 p.m. 
Regular gallery hours are Tuesday, 4-6 p.m., Wednesday, noon- 4 p.m., 
Thursday 2-4 p.m. and by special appointment. For more information, 
email Gallery@mendocino.edu.

You can register now for the yearly Mendocino Coast Writer’s Conference. After two years of it being online, the 33rd annual conference is in person on the Mendocino Coast. The Executive Director of the Conference says they have a great lineup of acclaimed teachers for this year’s conference. They will have their first-ever Mystery Workshop and there will also be a Memoir Master Class. Registration ends June 30th and writers of all ages and experience are encouraged to register. You will need to show proof of a COVID-19 vaccination to attend, and masks have to be worn at all times indoors. The complete schedule is at http://www.mcwc.org.

A top COVID doctor in the Bay Area says he’s wearing his mask again.  
As new variants of omicron have started circulating around the state, Dr. 
Robert Wachter, chair of the UCSF Department of Medicine says he’s 
seen triple the cases in the last few weeks then he has in some time. He 
says about 1 in 30 people have tested positive but are asymptomatic. He 
says he has been less careful indoors at places like restaurants but has 
started to mask up in crowded indoor places after the Centers for 
Disease and Control renewed its recommendation for folks to mask up 
on public transit due to an increase in positive cases.

A group of legislators approved giving schools in Calif. billions more in 
funding. The Senate President pro tempore put out a spending plan 
which gives schools and community colleges $24 billion more in one-
time and ongoing funding the Governor had also forecast in his budget in 
January. The so-called Putting Wealth to Work plan would send $5 
billion of the earmarked cash to schools and it would eventually hit the 
$10 billion dollar mark by 2024-25. Separately in the state Assembly, 
leaders approved of legislation for another $11 billion a year by allowing 
more low-income students to get money. That would be major revisions 
to a nearly decade old funding formula former Gov. Jerry Brown was 
instrumental in getting adopted in2013.

California is looking at accepting cryptocurrency and digital cash after 
the President seemed to embrace the idea a couple months ago. So, 
yesterday, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed an executive order so state 
agencies, following the federal government’s lead, will draft regulations 
for digital money. The governor’s office says there are a lot of 
opportunities, at the same time, a lot of unknowns in the industry. The 
executive order says Calif. should lead in this moment. The governor 
says the move will “establish a comprehensive, thoughtful, and 
harmonized regulatory and business environment for crypto assets.”

http://www.mcwc.org/
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The State Legislature is looking to help community college students left 
behind by putting new rules in place about remedial classes. A bill in the 
Assembly would add onto a current law which says community colleges 
have to let most students take transfer-level classes without a remedial 
class first. Remedial classes don’t earn students credits and cannot be 
used to transfer to a four year university. But the new law would stress 
that students only enroll in the remedial classes for certain reasons and 
that has to be supported with data. Without supporting data a student 
should then be allowed to enroll in transfer-level math and English 
classes.

Cases of COVID19 are skyrocketing again in Mendocino County. The 
Public Health Office says cases have more than doubled in the last two 
weeks. Mendocino County is now in the High CDC transmission range 
as kids go back to school after proms and sports games. The public 
health officer says since health orders and recommendations changed 
because of less cases in March, there’s been confusion. Dr. Coren says 
folks should continue to wear a mask indoors in public places. Masks are 
still required for EVERYONE in some settings, including public transit 
and long-term care facilities. Keep gatherings small, stay home if you 
test positive or have symptoms, and follow the guidance on isolation to 
protect others. A new wave of omicron is coming from overseas that 
could cause more severe disease.

In Lake County, the public health office is reminding about life-saving 
treatments for COVID infections for those at the highest risk of severe 
disease. There’s an increase in cases worldwide at the moment as new 
variants spread after omicron, they’re currently being referred to as the 
BA.4 and BA.5 variants. The strains from South Africa are up 173% and 
there’s been a 20% increase in tests coming back positive. In The US, 
there’s been a nearly 50% increase in omicron variants too, including the 
two new ones, but so far, at a much lower rate than South Africa. For 
those getting tested, the return is 3% positivity. 2 people died last week 
from COVID in Lake County, but so far the county has not recorded an 
increase in hospitalizations. There have been 10 new cases since last 
week.

Literacy programs are helping children with learning loss due to 
pandemic school disruptions, which put many students four to five 
months behind in reading and math. 96 percent of California students 
had in-person learning canceled, modified or moved online over the 
previous school year. Close to 40 percent of the state’s enrollment drop 
was in kindergarten. Dino Pliego with Save the Children in California 
says the organization’s programs serve 15-thousand-500 kids at 26 rural 
schools.

 :12  "Our elementary school-age education programs offered during and 
after school strive for reading and math proficiency by the end of third 
grade. Which is that critical time that children go from learning to read, to 
reading to learn."

Tag: The data also shows school disruptions were harder on some 
students than others. Children from minority communities were set back 
an average of six months, and those who come from poverty were up to 
seven months behind.
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Second Cut: Shane Garver is head of education, hunger and resilience 
for Save the Children. He says the good news is that kids in the literacy 
programs have proved very resilient.

 :22  "On average, kids in these programs have gained an additional 
month in reading, above and beyond a full school years’ worth of growth. 
So, while much of the country has fallen behind in their reading ability, 
kids in Save the Children's programs have actually moved ahead, 
working to close that achievement gap that is persistent across minority 
and high-poverty communities in the rural parts of the United States."

Tag: The classes will continue even while school is out, to counteract 
learning loss known as the “summer slide.”

Caltrans is looking to the public to help prevent pollution. They have a 
new public education campaign going called, “Let’s Change This to That” 
which reports the ways stormwater gets polluted and the ways we can all 
prevent contaminating California’s waterways. The top pollutants that 
move from roads and streets are, trash and litter, so you should try to 
secure items in truck beds and put trash and recycling in the correct bin, 
sediments that come from gardens, so you should sweep driveways 
instead of hosing them off, nutrients that could come from overwatering, 
bacteria, so they remind to limit pet and RV waste, metals which can be 
avoided by checking car tire pressure and change oil and fluids and use 
commercial car washes, and finally pesticides, so if possible you should 
use organic pesticides and properly dispose of unused portions.

Today is a day to remember Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women. 
Studies show more than 80% of Native women have been the victims of 
violence and over half have been victims of sexual violence. A nonprofit 
that’s dedicated to helping find the missing women or help solve cases, 
the Sovereign Bodies Institute, says it happens repeatedly in Northern 
Calif. May 5th has been designated as a day to remember, with “Say Her 
Name!” Locally Khadijah Britton from Covelo is still missing after 
vanishing 4 years ago from Round Valley. Another local woman, Rachel 
Sloan, of Laytonville’s Cahto tribe was found murdered in 2013. And 
Nicole Smith a member of the Manchester band of Pomo People was 
killed in 2017. In Upper Lake, Vanessa Niko, a member of the 
Habematolel Pomo was killed by Willy Timmons who’s in prison for her 
2017 murder. And finally, another member of the Round Valley tribe, 
Rosalina “Belle” Rodriguez was shot and killed and found in Covelo.

In the midst of severe drought, staff members in Lakeport have been 
tasked with finding more money for water system improvements. The 
City Council heard from the Assistant City Manager and Finance Director 
at their last meeting on the most recent rate study on multiple projects to 
be done over the next decade. They add up to nearly $6 million in 
today’s dollars. The Record Bee reports there are at least a half dozen 
water main replacements needed. Staff are supposed to bring back a 
financial plan for the June 7th council meeting.
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The Humboldt County Drug Task Force says they’ve busted 2 people 
they’ve been watching for a couple of months. 41 year old Angela Early 
of Eureka and 29 year old Brandon Battles of Rio Dell were arrested for 
dealing fentanyl from the Bay Area into Humboldt County. The pair were 
seen by officers tailing them with two other people near the Mendocino 
County line. 33 year old Summer Reed of Klamath and 41 year old Tracy 
Miguelena of Hoopa were headed to Oakland from Humboldt County 
when they were busted this morning. The Humboldt County Sheriff’s 
Office stopped the four who were all arrested. They were found with 3.5 
ounces of fentanyl, a digital scale, & packaging. They were booked in 
the Humboldt County Jail for possessing fentanyl for sale, transporting 
the drug and transporting it across counties and conspiracy.

State Senator and Majority Leader Mike McGuire says he’s working to 
help smaller craft brewers who contribute billions to the state’s economy. 
They employ 66,000 Californians among them. And they’ve been fighting 
a loophole in state law which McGuire has introduced legislation to fix. 
McGuire says it will allow the brewers to ship directly to consumers by 
extending the privilege to out-of-state breweries. He says the legislation 
will protect direct to consumer shipping which has helped them continue 
making local beers. Right now the  brewers can sell beer from their 
brewery either on tap, for takeaway, or shipped by mail but they can’t 
ship to consumers in state.

Lake County and tribal crews have spent the last week at a creek near 
Clear Lake trying to rescue dozens of endangered fish, trapped by falling 
water levels. According to the San Francisco Chronicle, crews first 
spotted more then two dozen hitch dead in dried up sections of Adobe 
Creek, which flows into the lake. There were some pools of some water 
left so a few of the fish survived but had to be caught and moved to open 
waters of Clear Lake. Only a few thousand of the carp and minnow-like 
hitch spawn every year so if they can’t spawn the species itself could die 
off. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife says many of the fish 
lived—this time—but that the continuing drought puts them and other 
aquatic species at increasing risk.

Ballots for the California state primary in June are going out Monday in 
Mendocino County. Normal delivery is 5 to 7 days so if you don’t get 
one, you should contact the county clerk’s office in Ukiah. You should 
also be on the lookout for a SAMPLE ballot—those have already gone 
out and should be in your mailbox next week. If not, you can request one 
from the county clerk. If you haven’t registered for the primary yet there 
is a deadline coming up. You’ll have to do that by May 23. The county 
clerk’s office has all the information on that—and where you will go to 
vote next month.
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Something NOT in the mail—a check that the state proposed sending in 
MARCH to cover rising fuel costs. Democrats are arguing among 
themselves about whether the money should be income-based and 
come from the state Franchise Tax fund, or by sending rebates to 
vehicle owners through the DMV. The franchise tax plan would send 
$200 to everyone making less than $125,000 plus another $200 for each 
dependent. Governor Newsom likes the DMV plan, which would give 
$400 for each vehicle someone owns, capped at $800. He says that 
money could be loaded onto debit cards and go out this summer. He 
also thinks other proposal might not roll out until the fall and stretch into 
next spring. Either way, don’t plan on spending that windfall from the 
state anytime soon.

The Forest Fire Lookout Association in Lake County looking for 
volunteers as the fire season gets closer. The group plays a role in 
spotting fires early and preventing damage. The association hopes 
veteran volunteers step up again, but also wants fresh recruits to join 
too. There’s a general meeting on Saturday, May 14 at Kelseyville 
County Park on State St. Group members will be there to answer 
questions and take applications.

The City of Ukiah must pay a quarter million dollars to the alleged victim 
of an ex-cop charged with multiple crimes including sexual assault and 
burglary. Former Sergeant Kevin Murray was also charged with 
possession of methamphetamine and a violation of civil rights and got 
fired from the department. The police chief and deputy city manager say 
a settlement has been reached, pending approval, which comes during a 
pending lawsuit. The police chief says the settlement doesn’t mean they 
admit liability and that Murray was off duty during his crimes. This is the 
second payment the city’s made related to Murray. The other one to a 
former resident who got over one million dollars for an attack on the man 
in his home. Murray’s trial was also about to begin but has been 
rescheduled for mid-July.

Ukiah firefighters say they’re not sure how a dumpster caught fire in the 
Burger King parking lot on E. Perkins. Mendo Fever reports the fire was 
under control fast and surveillance footage didn’t help provide any leads 
into how the fire started. Fire officials tell the news site there was no 
evidence the fire started due to combustible materials, and there was 
mostly just paper in the trash receptacle.

Spring-run Chinook salmon are being moved by state and federal 
biologists to Clear Creek where the water is colder and eggs could 
survive. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) are teaming up to relocate the 
fish. That means around 300 adult winter-run Chinook which are native 
to the area above Eagle Canyon Dam on North Fork Battle Creek will go 
back to their natural habitat for the first time in over a century. Since 
Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) operates hydroelectric facilities on 
Battle Creek, they worked with the teams to help with the move. The fish 
is a federally protected species. All of the federal and state agencies 
also worked with the Winnemem Wintu Tribe.
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Democrats are scrambling to help women who may have to flee their 
own state to get an abortion, making Calif., a sanctuary after the leaked 
draft of the U.S. Supreme Court ruling seeking to overturn Roe Vs. 
Wade. The ruling is supposedly coming this summer and would erase 
decades of federal abortion protections. The Governor and top 
legislative leaders immediately jumped into action saying they’d try to get 
the matter on a ballot to allow abortions as a constitutional right. 
Democrats in the state Legislature fast-tracked a bill to block other 
states’ laws from charging people who provide or aid abortions in 
California.

After a lengthy battle against the state of Calif. regarding net neutrality, 
some telecommunications industry groups gave up. They filed in court 
yesterday to dismiss the case against the state after an appeals court 
allowed a 2018 law to stand which banned internet providers from 
slowing or “throttling” service for those who don’t pay a premium service 
rate. The Attorney General, Rob Bonta announced the case was over 
and the state was victorious in securing an “open internet for California’s 
40 million residents once and for all.” That law had been signed by the 
former Gov. Jerry Brown after regulators in the Trump administration did 
away with federal net neutrality rules.

Another step closer to allowing kids in Calif. to get vaccinated without 
their parents’ consent. A bill passed a key legislative committee 
yesterday for children 12 and older to get shots without their parents’ 
approval. Those who would be eligible would only be able to get shots 
that had FDA approval and the recommendation of the CDC. Right now, 
kids in California can’t consent to most vaccines on their own, including 
COVID-19 shots.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office is hosting a Careers Seminar 
next week in Willits. The Sheriff’s office is inviting interested parties to 
join them next Wednesday at 125 East Commercial Street @ 6:00 PM. 
They’re in need of Corrections Deputies, a Staff Assistant and a Cook. If 
you’ve already applied, they say you should attend. For more info, 707-
234-2106, email: mcso-careers@mendocinocounty.org or text “success” 
to 855-210-5349.

It looks like COVID is nowhere near done with us. In Calif., infections are 
steadily rising, but not as bad as this past winter’s omicron wave. This 
new wave is also omicron, but 2 sub-strains of the variant, which are 
both just as contagious. The state Department of Public Health says the 
daily case rate, as of last Friday was 14/100,000 residents. That’s nearly 
30% more in the last week, but also up 70% in the last two weeks. 
Testing positivity, that’s been reported to the state, is up about a point, to 
nearly 4% last week, but the highest since February. There were well 
over 1,100 in the hospital last week and climbing up towards 170 in an 
ICU. It looks like the San Francisco Bay Area has the dubious distinction 
of the highest daily case rate. It’s then, San Mateo, Santa Cruz, Santa 
Clara and Alameda, respectively.
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After driving around on routine patrol a couple weekends ago, a 
Mendocino Deputy saw a car on Highway 20 in Potter Valley speeding 
and took chase. The driver, Fernando Solorio stopped. The Clearlake 
man had an active warrant for his arrest in Mendocino County for 
unlawful sex with a minor, so he was picked up. Solorio is booked into 
Mendocino County Jail on $15,000.00 bail.

A man in Ukiah’s been arrested after reports of an assault two Sundays 
ago. Deputies say they got a call from a woman that Eduardo Alvarez 
physically assaulted her. The Deputies said they saw visible injuries on 
the adult female’s body. They also found the guy had threatened the 
woman and threatened to mess up her home, so she feared for her own 
safety and that of her personal property. Deputies searched for Alvarez 
and couldn’t find him, so they called his Parole Officer who issued a 
parole hold. The next evening Alvarez was arrested for Felony Criminal 
Threats, Felony Violation Parole and Misdemeanor Battery. He was held 
without bail.

Pacific Gas and Electric Company reports changing some of their wildfire 
safety protocols to hopefully bring down the risk of catastrophic wildfires. 
With that, the company’s hosting a wildfire safety webinar this 
Wednesday for residents in Mendocino, Humboldt, Trinity and Siskiyou 
counties. There will be a brief presentation, followed by a question-and-
answer session ahead of this wildfire season. On Wednesday from 5:30 
to 7 p.m. they’ll talk public safety power shutoffs, how they plan to 
handle wildfire season and more. Visit PG&E’s Community Wildfire 
Safety Program, visit pge.com/wildfiresafety for more info.

Plans continue on the new multi-million-dollar courthouse in Mendocino 
County. The $118M proposed courthouse in Ukiah will be revealed to 
the public at the end of the month. It’s said it will capture the ‘casual 
lifestyle’ of the Ukiah Valley but use the latest construction technologies 
including solar power. The building will be light-filled and efficient, 
according to the Court Executive Officer. A meeting in San Francisco is 
planned May 26th to go over the new design and review a 200-page 
report which features a four-year design/construction phase they’re 
looking to start July 1st, if the state court advisory committee approves it, 
which is expected. After that public meetings will be set in Ukiah to 
review the plans.

Continued discussion on the proposed annexation in the City of Lakeport 
now looks to be headed to the ballot. The city’s been looking to annex 
almost 137 acres south of the city limits, across from S. Main St and 
Soda Bay Rd., and east of Hwy 29. The Lake Local Agency Formation 
Commission, or LAFCo, gave the green light to a resolution to move 
forward and approved of public hearings so locals could have a chance 
to protest, if they wanted. The protests were handed into the City on 
Friday and will be counted and checked by the county elections and 
assessor’s offices. They have 30 days to verify the documents. Lake Co 
News reports they should have an official count by next week. If it’s over 
25% of total landowners who are protesting, they will have to take it to 
registered voters.
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The Lake County Board of Supervisors will take up discussion on how 
they’re going to recruit a new county administrative officer. Carol 
Huchingson retired, and the Board has been discussing hiring her 
replacement, but there is an interim officer currently. The Board will set a 
date to interview five people who have applied for the position so far. 
They also need to fill one of their own seats, for District 4 after Tina Scott 
resigned to take a teaching position. Also, at the meeting tomorrow, the 
Board will discuss an appeal of a cannabis project in Clearlake.

A prosecutor serving for years in Lake County has been honored by the 
Board of Supervisors. Chief Deputy DA Richard Hinchcliff was honored 
as the 2020 Wildlife Prosecutor of the Year by the California Fish and 
Game Commission. Since the pandemic was peaking at the time of the 
intended honor, it was delayed. Hinchcliff received the award last 
Tuesday, bestowed by the assistant chief of the Calif. Dept. of Fish and 
Wildlife’s Central Enforcement District and a member of the California 
Fish and Game Commission too. Hinchcliff has been working with the 
DA’S office in Lake County since 1995 and became the chief deputy 
district attorney in 2006.

It’s National Foster Care Wellness month. And there are over 407,000 
children in the foster care system nationwide. In Mendocino County, 
Family & Children’s services is supporting nearly 200 children in the 
Family Reunification or Permanency Placement programs. About a third 
of them are living with relatives or someone close to them. National 
Foster Care Month is focusing in 2022 on finding those relative or family 
friend connections for a sense of security and connection and, often 
times allows for siblings to stay together. Locally there is a major lack of 
available homes for foster care though, so they’re asking for resource 
parents to provide stability and the nurturing children need to heal from a 
difficult situation.

For more information, call Mendocino County Family & Children’s Services Resource Family Approval Supervisor, Lindsey Coke, at (707) 467-5893 or visit: https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/social-services/children-s-services/foster-care.

Gas prices are up again. As we head towards summer, and the 
Memorial Day weekend, which every year sees a jump in prices, a 
regular gallon of gas is up over the last two weeks to about $4.38 per 
gallon. That’s about 15 cents more than a week ago. The Lundberg 
Survey reported yesterday the current price is only a nickel under the 
highest average price in history — $4.43, which was this past March 
11th. The average price is $1.36 higher than it was a year ago. The 
survey recorded the highest average price for regular-grade gas was in 
the San Francisco Bay Area, at $5.85 per gallon. The lowest average 
was in Tulsa, Oklahoma, at $3.80 per gallon.

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/social-services/children-s-services/foster-care
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The Governor and leaders in his party challenging one another regarding 
the Los Angeles-to-San Francisco high-speed rail project. The bullet 
train project is projected to cost well over 100 billion dollars and said to 
be the biggest investment in infrastructure in state history. But a fight, 
over the last year and a half as the Governor’s asking for a $4.2 billion 
appropriation, but members of his own Democratic party, in the 
Assembly, won’t release the cash approved by a bond measure in 2008. 
And in the Central Valley, utility relocations around where the tracks are 
supposed to go, are holding up construction. Adding to the confusion, 
the latest cost estimate comes from back in 2019, so it doesn’t account 
for pandemic related supply issues, or inflation.

An Assembly member from Bakersfield says there needs to be an audit 
of sexual harassment policies and related settlements paid to those 
accused in the CSU system. Assemblyman Rudy Salas put out a 
statement that the recent allegations of sexual harassment involving 
various CSU campuses and the Chancellor’s Office, is “unacceptable 
and warrants the scrutiny and impartiality that only the State Auditor can 
provide”. The LA Daily News reported that the CSU Board of Trustees 
supports Salas’ request after continued criticism into how the university 
system handled these kinds of complaints after the former Chancellor 
allowed a Cal State Fresno administrator to retire, instead of thoroughly 
investigating complaints against him. Similar complaints have recently 
come out at Sonoma State and San Jose State universities.

California may soon stop “hidden” court fees referred to as civil 
assessment fees, or cut them down. The extra cash is sometimes added 
to traffic tickets and minor violations and can be ten times the amount of 
the initial offense. The fee is tacked on for those who don’t pay their 
ticket by the imposed deadline of if the don’t come to court. You can get 
charged as much as $300 for a jaywalking violation which might only 
cost $35. Debt Free Justice California says Calif has some of the highest 
civil assessment fees in the country. The state gets around $100 million 
a year from the assessments with the courts getting 50%. And a recent 
report shows people of color are disproportionately impacted by the fees. 
The Governor has proposed cutting the fees to a max of $150 in his 
latest budget, but some lawmakers and Debt Free Justice want them 
banned entirely, especially since the state has a projected $68 billion 
budget surplus.

The state reports we could be short on energy needs for over a million 
homes during peak summer months. The California Public Utilities 
Commission, the California Energy Commission, and the California 
Independent System Operator all agree the state will have about 1,700 
less megawatts of power than needed during high demand, when it’s the 
hottest and driest. Add on the drought, the potential for extreme heat 
and wildfires, and the supply chain and regulatory issues, that’s a hot 
mess as far as energy reliability this summer. The state can buy power 
from other states to avoid blackouts and residents can use less power 
during peak hours of heat. The Governor’s office says they’re looking at 
a “range of different actions.”



Sheet1

Page 77

A new member has been appointed to the Ukiah Unified School District 
Board of Trustees. Fred Keplinger won the seat at a special meeting last 
month. He’ll serve until the term is up at the end of the year. The seat 
will also be on the general election ballot, this November.  For his part, 
Keplinger said he was always interested in community service, 
especially anything to do with children. He’s a Ukiah native and an 
Emergency Management Coordinator for the Redwood Coast Regional 
Center. He’s a dad and retired Ukiah Police Officer whose provided 
hours of community service for adults and kids alike.

The Superintendent of Fort Bragg schools is supporting a candidate for 
Mendocino County Schools Superintendent. Becky Walker wrote a letter 
to the editor at Mendo Fever that says as an educator herself for the last 
25 years, she feels Nicole Glentzer is the right person for the job. Walker 
says Glentzer has “a strong moral fiber; she speaks the truth; she uplifts 
those around her; and she is a true leader with integrity”. She added 
over the last few years with the pandemic and more, it’s been extremely 
difficult for students and educators, but there have been leaders like 
Nicole, who have risen to the occasion, offered help to others, and 
prioritized students.

Over one million dollars is going to Native American Tribes in Calif for 
historic preservation. The announcement by Congressman Jared 
Huffman of the Second Congressional District. He says his district is 
home to multiple Tribes and their culture and history have been a deeply 
important part of the fabric of the community since time immemorial. He 
says the funds will help preserve places of cultural significance, 
“ensuring America’s diverse history is protected and celebrated”.  The 
money is going to 17 Tribes in his District including Hopland Band of 
Pomo Indians, Pinoleville Pomo Nation, Sherwood Valley Rancheria and 
the Yurok Tribe.

Downtown Lakeport will be the scene for a ceremony to honor first 
responders. On Friday, the Lake County First Responder Memorial 
Ceremony is being held at Lake County Museum Park. The Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office is hosting the event, starting at 5:30 pm. They are inviting 
the public to join to honor and memorialize those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice for their community in the line of duty and service.

For more information, contact Deputy Cynthia Radoumis at 707-262-
4200.

A new report says the state’s spent or committed billions to help children 
in grades K-12 with mental health challenges but has not done nearly as 
much for kids 5 and under. This is something advocates say is needed, 
so they’re reaching out to the Governor to set aside $250 million in the 
state budget for mental health services covering infants, toddlers, 
preschoolers and their parents and caregivers. That’s about 25% of all 
Medi-Cal recipients 21 and younger without a proportionate share of 
health and mental health care as compared to older youth. The study by 
advocacy group Children Now who say this group cannot express 
themselves. And that about 43% under 5 have experienced at least one 
adverse childhood experience.
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It was one day, but a milestone, nonetheless. On April 30th, 2 Saturdays 
ago, Calif. was 100% powered by clean energy. Energy demand across 
Calif. was at 18,672 megawatts at the peak hour of 2:45 pm, and there 
was 37,172 MW available. The state reported 101% of the power came 
from clean energy. The California Independent System Operator who 
oversees the bulk electric power system, transmission lines, and 
electricity market reported the exciting news. The Desert Sun newspaper 
reported about 70% of the energy needed came from solar power, and 
the rest was from wind, geothermal, and other renewable sources. The 
achievement lasted just about 15 minutes before lowering to about 97% 
renewables.

A bill to finally do away with forcing an investigation into a child’s stillbirth 
has passed an Assembly committee. Currently coroners have to 
investigate the deaths. Last week the Assembly Health Committee voted 
11-3 to pass the bill as several hundred protesters against abortion were 
also at the Capitol, opposing the bill. Any fetal death at or after 20 weeks 
has to be investigated and treated as an “unattended death”. Since so 
many counties have Sheriff/Coroners, that means law enforcement are 
involved. Groups working with OB/GYNs say it’s dangerous because it 
could make pregnant people less likely to get medical help.

A man from Clearlake Oaks accused of stealing a piece of heavy 
machinery is going to state prison. David Archuleta was seen in 
December of 2020 taking a generator out of a Toyota Rav4 in the cover 
of night, while it was parked in front of his home. A police officer knew 
there had recently been a similar generator reported stolen nearby and 
confronted Archuleta. The officer got a search warrant and found stolen 
property from two homes burglarized a few days apart. Deputies also 
found a loaded Glock 9 mm pistol, and since Archuleta had a criminal 
history, he was not allowed to have firearms or ammunition. He was 
arrested and released on his own recognizance, but more charges were 
soon filed against him. Since he had a previous strike on his record, he 
got 17 years and four months in state prison.

3rd District Supervisor John Hashak commenting on the upcoming 
election with his update to the County. The Supervisor’s notes on Mendo 
Fever talking about the upcoming Primary Election. The Elections Office 
said they had sent ballots out yesterday for the June 7th primary. There 
are Supervisorial seats and the Superintendent of Schools with only two 
candidates for each position.  Also Hashak reminded the Sheriff, 
Assessor/Clerk/Recorder, District Attorney, and Auditor-
Controller/Treasurer-Tax Collector have only one candidate running, the 
incumbent, so if nobody runs against them, they keep their jobs. 
Hashak’s seat is up for re-election too with a debate coming Sunday at 
the Willits Grange. The two running for County Superintendent of 
Education will also debate Sunday.
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The FBI has decided not to pursue confiscating over $1 million in cash 
taken from armored cars moving money for state-licensed marijuana 
businesses in California. The money was returned to the owners, a 360 
degree turn with a different US government in place, showing the Justice 
Department taking a less aggressive stance on operation of legal 
marijuana businesses that are still technically violating federal law. The 
FBI had said the $1.1 million taken last year from armored cars in San 
Bernardino County was part of a federal drug or money-laundering 
scheme, but never charged anyone. The company who owned that 
armored vehicle and another in Kansas with a similar seizure, got a court 
order earlier this year to get the Justice Dept. to stop the practice, unless 
they had evidence of illegal activity.

Police in Ukiah are asking locals to help them, by registering home 
surveillance cameras to document illegal activity. If the cameras point 
outside their homes or businesses, they can be registered so the police 
dept. has the ability to review the footage. Mendo Fever reports a 
camera registry system could help police catch criminals, they say it’s 
like neighborhood watch. The news site reports a suspected graffiti 
vandal was caught by footage cops got from multiple surveillance 
cameras which caught the criminal tagging multiple locations in Ukiah. 
And just a few months ago surveillance footage was used to confirm a 
robbery victim’s statement to police.

For more info, call Lieutenant Phillips at (707)463-6254 or email him at 
aphillips@cityofukiah.com

California is trying to be ahead of the pack fighting Climate Change 
which means all-electric furnaces, stoves and other appliances. The 
state has released a new pollution-reduction plan looking at being 
carbon neutral by 2045. The California Air Resources Board put out the 
plan, which is just ahead of Hawaii, which has set the same goal, but in 
2050. It means no fossil fuels that are used to juice up cars, trucks, 
airplanes, ships, homes, businesses and other sectors. The board’s 
report recommended cutting oil and gas use by 91% by 2045 at the 
same time, capturing and storing carbon emissions from remaining 
resources. The plan has not been finalized; it still must go thru the public 
comment process.

We’re not following the Governor’s water reduction demands in the 
severe drought. In fact, it was the opposite. The state reported water use 
was up almost 19% in March compared to 2020. The Governor had 
asked residents to cut water usage by 15% compared to 2020. The 
conservation effort was helped some by a lot of late fall, early winter rain, 
which reduced water demand. But the first quarter of the year have been 
extremely dry. Water use started to climb up in January and February, 
then skyrocketed in March when folks started to water their lawns. Since 
last July, Californians cut their overall water use by only 3.7%.
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Five people have been arrested after an electronics ripoff at the Ukiah 
Walmart. Police say four juveniles along with a 20-year-old man swiped 
several pairs of AirPods but were caught later. Staff at the store say the 
five broke into the display case, took 13 pairs of Apple’s wireless 
headphones and took off without paying. Police canvassed 
neighborhoods and found two young men nearby. They were confirmed 
as runaways from Sacramento who left a group home. Mendocino 
Deputies found two more young people by the Ukiah Rail Trail. And the 
20-year-old was caught after that. He’s identified as Nathan Stiles of 
Lake County. All are charged with burglary and conspiracy.

A new event is being put on in Mendocino County by the Mendocino 
Cannabis Alliance. The Mendocino Craft Farmers Auction is being held 
in July and will be hosted by a couple of local Cannabis business 
owners. The event at the Brambles, a venue in the redwoods in 
Anderson Valley. The charity auction will distribute proceeds to 
Redwood Community Services Crisis Response. The organizers say it’s 
a way to give back to the community and County and bring awareness to 
high quality cannabis produced locally. Some of the auction items 
include overnight stays, health and wellness experiences, fine dining and 
adventures in the wilderness.

Tickets are $200 each and will be tax deductible. Interested guests and 
sponsors should contact nikkijturtle@gmail.com for details.

Adventist Health has been awarded an A grade by the Leapfrog Group. 
The independent national watchdog organization gave the healthcare 
provider the top Hospital Safety Grade for achieving the highest national 
standards in patient safety. The group grades hospitals across the 
country by using over 30 categories in safety like preventable errors, 
injuries and infections; and they also look at systems in place to protect 
patients from harm. It’s apparently the only hospital ratings program that 
uses hospital prevention of medical errors and harm to patients as part 
of their grading system. The whole thing is peer-reviewed, fully 
transparent and free to the public.

The yearly quarantine for all sport-harvested mussels along the Calif. 
coast is in effect. The state Department of Public Health announced the 
quarantine to protect the public against neurotoxins that naturally occur 
in mussels but can lead to serious illness and even death. It doesn’t 
apply to mussels from Clear Lake, or any commercially sold clams, 
mussels, scallops or oysters. Commercial shellfish harvesters or dealers 
certified with the state are allowed to sell the items which are tested 
frequently, by state order, to make sure they’re safe to consume.
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A new microbusiness relief program related to the COVID19 pandemic 
has been introduced in Mendocino County. The county and the 
Economic Development & Financing Corporation (EDFC) launched the 
California Microbusiness COVID-19 Relief Grant Program which has 
smaller grants available of up to $2,500 for microbusinesses impacted 
by the pandemic. The amount of money depends on eligibility 
requirements from the California Office of the Small Business Advocate 
(CalOSBA). They opened the application portal May 1st and it will stay 
open until they run out of grant money.

EDFC also offers business loans from under $5,000 up to $250,000 to 
start-up and existing businesses in Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma 
Counties.

Interested in learning more about this opportunity and other business resources EDFC offers? Visit http://www.edfc.org. Or call (707) 234-5705.

A cell phone outage has been reported in Mendocino County. AT&T 
users may have lost service in Branscomb, Laytonville, Willits, Casper, 
Covelo, Fort Bragg, Rockport, Westport and Leggett. And there are 
some landlines reported down in Fort Bragg and Ukiah too, so it’s not 
only AT&T. Workers are out trying to problem-solve and repair the 
equipment, but no timeline was given. If you have service and can’t 
reach 911, then please call (707) 961-2800 for emergency life safety 
emergencies.

It looks like folks who lost cell and landline service are back in business. 
Crews are reportedly not done so there could be some trickling of 
service on in some areas. On social media, some folks posted they had 
their service back on after it went out yesterday morning. Mendo Fever 
reported the 5th District Supervisor Ted Williams was tweeting updates 
yesterday and last night on AT&T’s progress and said State Senator 
Mike McGuire was instrumental in getting AT&T crews out and residents 
service reconnected from Fort Bragg to Rockport to Covelo. Williams 
said he wished there was a “more robust response.”

They’re getting ready for one of the most popular events at Clear Lake, 
the Catfish Derby.

The three-day event this weekend in Clearlake Oaks. It’s touted to be 
the best catfishing tournament west of the Mississippi which brings 
hundreds of people, but also snarls traffic along Highway 20 over the 
event. Last year was a smaller event due to the pandemic, but this year 
they’re gearing up for back to normal times. They’ve got their annual 
fundraiser for the Clearlake Oaks-Glenhaven Business Association too 
for the 38th year. They sponsor the event with proceeds pouring right 
back into the community. They expect 1,000 entries this year.

http://www.edfc.org/
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An event in Lake County shines a light on healthy living, the Blue Zone 
Project. A community wide project the county libraries got a grant for 
based on the book Blue Zones of Happiness. The Hope4Health 
Festival/Hope in the Park Concert is also on Saturday. It’s all part of the 
human health project that shows ways to make permanent changes to 
an area’s environment, policy and social networks. The libraries will start 
a walking group and host healthy cooking classes with CalFresh. Both 
activities will go eight weeks. Those living in Lake County are invited to 
the events, beginning with the concert at Austin Park in Clearlake at 3p 
this Saturday. A Blue Zone is where there are the highest concentration 
of people living to 100 years or older.

Since so many trees are dying in Lake County, the Board of Supervisors 
passed a local emergency resolution. This can help the county gather 
money to help take down the dead and dying trees, which are a safety 
hazard, especially during peak fire season. The board also heard from 
the Watershed Protection District which asked for $500,000 in matching 
funds for the Blue Ribbon Committee Storm Water Project Grant, with a 
$50,000 advance to get going until grant money comes in. And code 
enforcement asked the board to abate a home in Nice which is in tax 
default.

The Governor is pushing an idea for California taxpayers to help pay for 
abortions for women who have to leave their home state or who live here 
but can’t afford them. Its already covered for some people through 
Medicaid. There are some who don’t qualify for the healthcare program 
or have private health insurance. Yesterday the Governor said he 
wanted the state to hold $40 million in grant money to offer to clinics to 
help offset those costs. Newsom commented the state wouldn’t stand by 
and allow extremists to roll back basic constitutional rights, so he wants 
to make sure all women, not just residents, know they will have their 
fundamental rights protected. Those against abortion are against this 
and proposals in the Legislature regarding abortion rights.

Adults 21 and under can still have a semiautomatic weapon now that an 
appeals court tossed the ban. It was 2-1 in the 9th Circuit with justices 
saying the law violated the 2nd Amendment right to bear arms. The court 
also ruled a judge in San Diego should have blocked “an almost total 
ban on semiautomatic centerfire rifles” for young adults, likening the right 
to bear arms for this demographic, to the heroism of the young adults 
who fought and died in the revolutionary army. Guns rights advocates 
were trying to block Calif. from forcing young adults to show hunting 
licenses in order to buy a rifle or shotgun for those 21 or younger not in 
the military or law enforcement.
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The Dept. of Water Resources is working with the state Dept. of Fish 
and Wildlife to protect the state’s salmon population, which continues to 
be at serious risk. It’s a tough balance for the agencies as the state is in 
severe drought. That mixed with climate change is having a negative 
impact on native species and ecosystems. Scientists and fish biologists 
have been working together for a while protecting the salmon 
populations and now there are dozens of projects to help restore critical 
habitat in places like the Feather and Sacramento Rivers.

A new report says the state may be about to help adjunct, or part-time 
instructors at community colleges pay for healthcare. The Governor’s 
draft budget for 2022-23 that came out at the beginning of the year had 
set aside $200 million to fund healthcare coverage at the state’s 72 local 
community college districts for adjuncts. The Governor has to send his 
budget to lawmakers by this Saturday. But there’s no word yet if the 
$200 million is still in the spending plan. The Faculty Association of the 
Calif. Community Colleges along with the California Federation of 
Teachers are pushing for the funding.

There’s a new campaign in place to save Kelp Forests. The forests are 
said to be just as important to forests on land, like in the Amazon or 
Redwood forests. The Advocate reports starting in 2014 kelp forests on 
the North Coast, mostly on the Sonoma and Mendocino County 
coastlines are down by as much as 96%. It’s due to poor oceanographic 
conditions like, no more apex predators, and purple urchins switching 
from passive to active grazers creating the aquatic deforestation. The 
Nature Conservancy is working to protect and restore the kelp forest 
ecosystems in California and elsewhere. They’re partnering with UC Los 
Angeles, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute, and Greater Farallones 
Association to research various roadmaps to resolution. For more info: 
Kelpwatch.org, the world’s largest map of kelp forest canopy in both time 
and space extending from Baja California, Mexico, to the Oregon-
Washington State border seasonally from 1984 to 2021.

Locals in Mendocino County are being supported by the West Business 
Development Center who want to startup their own business. The Center 
has the StartUp Mendocino Business Accelerator Program, which is 
hosting a reception for the latest group of graduates next month. On 
Thursday, June 9th the public’s invited to meet the new grads at the 
Rivino Winery. The public will be able to learn about the businesses and 
celebrate the participants success. They went through a 23 week long 
training with various local sponsors paying for the education. 14 
applicants and 13 businesses were accepted for this cycle.
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The state’s been trying to get the less fortunate to get a COVID19 
vaccine, without a lot of luck. The Dept. of Health Care Services says 
84% of residents in the state 5 years of age and older have at least one 
dose of vaccine, but only about 57% of folks in Medi-Cal have at least 
one shot, at least, as of last month. The state started a $350 million 
incentive program last year targeting Medi-Cal users so they’d get 
vaxxed. CalMatters reported as of last August when the incentive 
program started, compared to now, for those 12 and up, the numbers 
went up only slightly. The report says people who live in the poorest 
areas of the state who are enrolled in Medi-Cal were vaccinated at the 
lowest rates. And people not inoculated against COVID were nearly 9 
times more likely to end up in the hospital, compared to those vaccinated 
and boosted

The city of Lakeport is going to the private sector to get money for water 
infrastructure. The City Council voted last week to go after private money 
from a bank. The council voted unanimously after the assistant city 
manager and finance director showed members the options to get nearly 
$6 million dollars in water system capital improvement projects. But 
those rates were from last August. The city manager, also at the meeting 
said the projects outlined were not the only ones needed over the next 
decade. So they would have to potentially find more money down the 
road. The city’s coming up with an entire list of projects to get moving on 
the work ASAP.

A man from Lakeport pretty much admitted guilt related to a fatal DUI 
last year. Steven Pruitt pleaded no contest in March to the crash in 
Clearlake Oaks that killed Lonnie Sullivan. Pruitt crossed the double 
yellow lines crashing into Sullivan west of Rodman Slough.  His no 
contest plea to the felony charge of DUI — under the influence of a drug 
while causing injury, means he accepts his conviction, without admitting 
he was guilty of the crime. He’s in jail on $1 million bail.

Governor Newsom, outlining the state budget surplus for the coming 
year — and it is a LOT:

NEWSOM2 “Here’s the number you have been waiting for, the surplus. 
The projected operating suplus for the state of California in the May 
revision is just shy of 100 billion dollars simply without precedent….” :13

The governor calls the 98.7 billion dollars the biggest state budget 
excess ever in the US. The money will move into the governor’s revised 
22-23 budget. Among the additions, full implementation of universal 
medical coverage for all Californians and more than 11 billion dollars in 
tax rebates That means $400 in your pocket for every vehicle you own, 
up to $800. Billions of other tax breaks and credits are part of the plan 
too. The governor also wants an emergency increase in the state 
minimum wage to $15.50 an hour. It would kick in if the inflation rate 
passes 7 percent annually. That number comes out in July.
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Money’s available for folks in Lake County who want to replace their old 
wood stoves. The county’s Air Quality Management District has funding 
available for projects that can be finished up by the end of June. This is 
for those who have an uncertified woodstove or fireplace insert who want 
a new, EPA-certified wood, electric or gas device. You may also qualify if 
you have a wood-burning fireplace which you use as a primary source of 
heat. It’s all part of the Woodsmoke Reduction Program which offers 
vouchers to low-income households, up to $5,000 and everyone else, up 
to $2,500. Installation is normally on the homeowner.

Send applications by email to LCAQMD@ LCAQMD.NETor in person at 
the District office located at 2617 S. Main St., Lakeport, CA 95453 or 
online at: WWW.LCAQMD. NET. Applications must be received by June 
1, 2022 to be considered.

A PG&E helicopter has crashed injuring two people. The pilot and a man 
who was hanging by a cable as part of a training exercise. It was mid-
week in the Livermore area, near the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory, where there are a bunch of factories and industrial buildings. 
A spokesperson with the National Transportation Safety Board reported 
both people ended up in the hospital. PG&E said after the crash the 
chopper was owned and operated by a contractor who was doing a 
training exercise and crashed into some PG&E training poles. 
Apparently, this is a routine exercise where power line workers are 
hoisted into the sky and suspended by a cable from underneath the 
aircraft. Management says nobody was seriously injured.

The public health director in Sonoma County says even though the latest 
couple of COVID variants from Omicron are widespread, the community 
is in a much better place than in the beginning of the pandemic. During a 
Zoom meeting Wednesday, Dr. Sundari Mase said, it’s difficult to know 
what lies ahead, but she feels optimistic. She says state models indicate 
the latest wave may be peaking now and she’s cautiously optimistic case 
numbers will be on the decline again soon. The seven day average of 
new cases as of Wednesday in Sonoma County was around 27 new 
daily cases per 100,000 residents. That could be higher as folks test 
themselves at home and may not report into their system.

A Ukiah resident asking if they can keep a beehive behind their house, 
got the a-ok. The city has reportedly approved two residential beehives 
within the city limits now. The Daily Journal reports the Zoning 
Administrator and Community Development Director for the city gave the 
green light for Teresa Kiedrowski to have a single hive in the backyard of 
her home on Nokomis Drive. She has about a quarter acre of land and 
the beehive would face her home and gardens, but could be moved. 
There must be a six-foot wall or hedge between the bee hive and an 
adjacent site, and it has to be faced away from other property lines or 
structures.



Sheet1

Page 86

Some Middletown High Schoolers taking a floral design class will place 
wreaths in honor of Veterans on Memorial Day weekend. The Lake 
County Military Honors Team will offer the ceremony and a veteran 
Chaplin will lead an Invocation. 4H is in charge of the flag ceremony and 
a local Girl Scout Troop and Daisy Troop will help place the wreaths and 
add a flag to each of the 224 Veteran’s graves. District 1 Supervisor 
Moke Simon III, Tribal Chair of the Middletown Rancheria Band of Pomo 
Indians will be the guest speaker and will read the names of the 
Veterans buried at Middletown Rancheria. Jim Comstock, former District 
1 Supervisor, will read the names of the Veterans buried in the 
Middletown Cemetery.

The Acting Forest Supervisor for the Mendocino National Forest says 
per her calculations there would be no significant impact for the North 
Shore restoration project’s environmental assessment. The project was 
put together for community wildfire safety improvements, like fuel 
reduction in the wildland urban interface and restoring and reforesting 
burned areas from the 2018 Ranch Fire. The project area is in Lake 
County, outside of Upper Lake, about 11 miles near communities on the 
north and northeast shores of Clear Lake. They’re accepting public 
objections for the next month and should have a final decision a couple 
weeks after that.

After a bunch of cell phone lines and land lines went out across 
Mendocino County, it’s been revealed it was a Comcast contractor who 
was responsible. The contractor reportedly drilled through fiber optic 
cable needed for phone and internet service, twice. The first was on 
Tuesday, that’s when thousands lost service for about a day. Then 
yesterday, Supervisor Williams, who was tweeting status updates the 
whole time the first incident happened, said there was another incident 
which caused damage to a fiber optic line, so some people couldn’t get 
or make calls, get internet service, or dial 911. It all happened near Fort 
Bragg. Williams also says he’s been in touch with the Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services to try to get to the bottom of the issue.

The Mendocino County Fire Safe Council announced they’ll be at the 
Homebrew Festival and Wildfire Safety Expo at Anderson Valley 
Brewing in Boonville. The event is next Saturday, the 21st, from 3–6 pm. 
There will be homebrewers of beers, ciders, meads, and more fermented 
beverages from the area all competing in the Brewer’s Choice awards. 
There will also be family fun activities and food for purchase. The 
Wildfire Safety Expo features information and service providers along 
with fire demonstrations and tips on how to stay fire safe.

More information about both events may be found at 
mendohomebrewfest.com.
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It’s a no from the California Coastal Commission for a proposed 
desalination plant to turn sea water into drinking water. The proposal 
was for Huntington Beach, but the Commission says it’s not a bellwether 
of what may happen elsewhere if a similar proposal comes forth. Coastal 
Commission staff advised the Commission to say no saying, there’s too 
high a cost for water and not much local demand for it, plus risks to 
marine life and the possibility of coastal flooding if sea levels rise more. 
The developer, Poseidon Water, said it would have created a 
sustainable, drought-tolerant source for water. They also thanked the 
Governor who supposedly supported the idea.

Minimum wage is already supposed to be going up, but with inflation, it 
could be sooner, rather than later. The Governor’s office says they want 
the $15 rate to hit $15.50 by January 1st of next year. That was part of 
the preview of the Governor’s $18.1 billion inflation relief package. 
Separately there’s a proposed ballot measure out there with one million 
signatures on its petition to raise the minimum wage to $18/hour. The 
ballot measure needed only 623,000 signatures to get onto the 
November ballot. Currently state law says inflation raises minimum wage 
7%, which takes it to $15.50.

The governor says he’s giving UC and CSU campuses way more money 
in his budget, calling the investments, a “game-changer”. On Friday he 
spoke about the 5% raises in giving to the University of California and 
California State University systems over the next five years. And for the 
money, the systems are going to have to meet certain benchmarks, like 
reporting yearly on the progress they’ve made on certain goals, which 
includes better graduation rates, more enrollment, making college more 
affordable and making sure a certain number are ready after college for 
high-demand careers. The Governor previously hinted there would be 
more money for the campuses, then Friday detailed it out more.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors has a busy week ahead. 
Their packed schedule for the meeting tomorrow includes doling out 
thousands of PG&E settlement funds to various fire districts. Each will 
get over $45,000 to buy new water tenders. They’ll also consider the full 
version of the Strategic Plan and with the plan, approve payments to 
consultants for that. They will take the matter of creating a stand-alone 
water agency, look to seriously commit to reduce the amount of litter in 
Coastal Watersheds by educating visitors and working with neighboring 
Sonoma and Marin Counties and local jurisdictions and Tribal Partners. 
The Board will also consider sending a request to the Governor to work 
with the Office Of Energy Infrastructure Safety to temporarily stop 
PG&E’s enhanced vegetation management program in Mendocino 
County.

The Bikers Against Childhood Abuse group has their fundraiser on the 
horizon. This Saturday, May 21st, the 100 mile ride takes off from the 
Ukiah Elks Lodge. Registration is at 9am and the event starts at 11. It’s 
$25 for a single rider and $35 for two or more in a group, plus another 
$10 for a meal after.
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A woman in Willits has been arrested after a reported assault on another 
woman. Deputies say one woman was parked in a car and the other 
woman, Tesla Hencz, drove past her, then pulled back around and 
rammed the front of her car. The victim says she also heard a single 
gunshot ring out, and soon after she had a deflated tire. She told 
Deputies it was Hencz who did it, then took off towards Highway 162. 
Deputies didn’t find her and put out a BOLO alert. Hencz was found in 
Laytonville and arrested for assault with a deadly weapon, vandalism 
and an active misdemeanor warrant. They found a spent shell casing in 
her car, and damage that was consistent with the damage to the other 
car. It’s believed the two were dating the same person. Hencz was 
booked into the Mendocino County Jail where she was to be held in lieu 
of $32,500.00 bail.

After two years without, the Lake County Weed Management Area is 
hosting their yearly “Invasive Weeds Tour.” The event this year is one 
week from Wednesday, May 25th, as it should be great weather, and 
there should be a lot of weeds probably still flowering. It’s free to attend, 
and they encourage the public to be there. They’re meeting up at 9am at 
the Ranch House at Anderson Marsh State Historic Park between 
Clearlake and Lower Lake for a leisurely guided walk for about a mile to 
check out the invasive plants in the park and look at what controlled 
burns and other control mechanisms can create. There will be a 
discussion after. A reminder too, to wear sturdy shoes, and bring snacks 
or lunch if you like.

This event is sponsored by the Lake County Department of Agriculture 
and the Lake County Resource Conservation District. Please contact the 
Agriculture Department at (707) 263-0217 if you have any questions.

Two men in Willits has been arrested for trying to sell marijuana. 
Deputies say they saw a car towing a trailer on Highway 101 and 
conducted a traffic stop because of multiple vehicle code violations. 
Jesus Paredes and Juan Marquez-Diego were found with as much as 
128, 2 foot tall growing marijuana plants. They say the pair were going 
from Covelo to Clearlake without paperwork to show they legally owned 
the plants. They were both arrested for transportation for sale of 
marijuana and conspiracy to commit a crime and held on $20,000.00 bail 
each.

A man from Washington has been arrested in Mendocino County, 
accused of assaulting a woman in March in his home state. Mendo 
Fever reports Jack Waldrop has a history of violence and spent 21 years 
in an Oregon prison for strangling and beating his girlfriend to death. 
He’s accused of attacking another woman who escaped by locking 
herself in a gas station bathroom. Mendocino deputies patrolling near 
Willits saw a pickup truck idling on the shoulder, sticking out onto the 
highway. They went after Waldrop for 12 miles. He had taken off without 
the woman after other people in the gas station reportedly heard him 
yelling at her and police got a call. The woman ended up in the hospital 
with broken ribs and a fractured sternum. And Waldrop is charged with 
kidnapping and assault in Washington state.
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Some endorsements announced in the run for Mendocino County 
Superintendent of Schools. Mendo Fever reports the Mendocino County 
Office of Education labor union has endorsed Nicole Glentzer and 
they’re encouraging employees in the union to do the same. A county 
Board of Education member is endorsing Superintendent Michelle 
Hutchins to continue on the job. Marilyn Puget mostly touted Hutchins 
work during the first days of the pandemic as her reason for support.

A small fire has been stomped out in Lakeport. Firefighters got a call 
yesterday to the area of Willow Point, on the shore of Clear Lake. When 
they got there, they found a 20’ x 20′ active burn with a slow rate of 
spread. After they got there, the Incident Commander canceled other 
resources who were called because it was small enough for those on 
scene to control. No damage or injuries were reported.

There’s a vacancy on the Lake County Board of Supervisors. We’ve 
been telling you about the member, Tina Scott, who’s leaving to take a 
teaching job, come July, so the rest of the board has to figure out how to 
fill the spot. They may put the seat up on the November ballot. They’re 
also discussing an appeal of a major cannabis project that the Planning 
Commission denied. WeGrow was denied the major use permit in 
Middletown to grow, process and have a distribution operation on nine-
acres of a 309-acre property. A group of neighbors appealed the permit, 
then the Board of Supervisors upheld that appeal after the Planning 
Commission first said yes.

The state of the city report in Lakeport is being discussed along with 
some new outdoor dining areas or “parklets”. The meeting tomorrow 
night in council chambers is open to the public, with masks highly 
encouraged to be worn. You can also catch it online, on Zoom. The state 
of the city report will cover the budget, strategic planning, and this year, 
they’ll consider six priority areas the council decided on. They are public 
safety and crisis response; disaster resilience; good governance and 
fiscal stability; capital infrastructure improvement; safe, sustainable and 
attractive neighborhoods; and economic development. They will also go 
over prior goals and accomplishments and their relation to the new 
priorities they’ll be discussing.

A two vehicle crash late yesterday afternoon triggered a grass fire in 
Ukiah. California Highway Patrol were called to the incident near 
Highway 101 and Talmage Road just before 5:30. Officials say the 
vehicles went into the center divider and got tangled in wire where a 20 x 
50-foot area of grass caught on fire. One of the drivers sustained minor 
injuries.

A rare beaked whale washed up on shore Sunday at Mendocino 
County’s Jug Handle State Natural Reserve near Fort Bragg. 
Mendofever reports that the deceased whale is known to be elusive and 
for its ability to dive deeper than any marine mammal and it’s unusual to 
see one wash up on shore.
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A suspect was arrested after a variety of drugs and guns were seized 
from a Lake County home on Friday. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office 
said bags of dried marijuana, pounds of methamphetamine, fentanyl, 
and heroin along with several guns were discovered at a home in the 
2800 block of Merced Street in Nice. The Press Democrat reports that 
the months-long investigation led investigators to Brandon Weilert also 
known a Brandon Grendis. He’s charged with multiple felonies including 
selling and distributing narcotics and possessing a machine gun.

It was announced a week ago that Lakeport’s fire chief will retire after 
just a year on the job. Chief Jeffrey Thomas submitted his resignation to 
the Lakeport Fire Protection District Board May 10th and was effective at 
the close of business on Monday. Lake County News reports that a 
special meeting was held yesterday morning and Ukiah Valley Fire Chief 
Dan Grebil was appointed as Lakeport’s interim chief while the board 
searches for a successor.

The Ukiah City Council will vote again this evening on the future of the 
home of Dragon’s Lair. The Ukiah Daily Journal reports that a majority of 
members voted earlier this month that the building that houses the 
business at 101 South Main Street should not be demolished even 
though the city’s Demolition Review Committee approved the building 
owner’s request to tear down the 100-year-old structure. A public 
hearing will address the issue tonight at 6:15pm in the City Council 
chambers at 300 Seminary Avenue and virtually on Zoom.

Lakeport’s Main Street Association will be looking for a new president. 
Robert Boccabella told the Lake county Record Bee that he will resign 
as of this month citing complex circumstances.

Humboldt County’s Superintendent of Schools issued a statement 
yesterday supporting students on the 16th annual International Day 
against Homophobia, Transphobia, and Biphobia. The day is recognized 
as a step toward abolishing discrimination and ensuring that schools are 
safe for all- regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity.

A rise in COVID cases and the baby formula shortage were two topics 
addressed at yesterday’s Lake County Board of Supervisors meeting. 
Lake county news reports that in the Department of health services 
monthly update- Dr. Eric McLaughlin said the county is averaging about 
5.7 cases per 100,000 per week. He said that’s not an emergency but he 
is concerned about the velocity- as they’ve been seeing a 1 percent 
increase in cases per week. McLaughlin also warned parents against 
diluting baby formula.

The Lake County Board of supervisors yesterday unanimously voted 
against a large cannabis project that would have been located next to 
south county subdivisions and proposed removing a large portion of a 
blue oak woodland. Lake County news reports that This was the board’s 
second action against WeGrowLLC’s proposal for processing and 
distribution operations on 9 acres of a 309 acre property in Middletown.
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When the Lake Local Agency Formation Commission meets this morning 
they will discuss the process for handling protests against the city of 
Lakeport’s proposal to annex the South Main Street corridor. Lake 
County news reports the city of Lakeport is seeking to annex 137 acres, 
made up of 50 parcels, in the area south of the existing Lakeport city 
limits, adjacent to South Main Street and Soda Bay Road and east of 
Highway 29. The commission will meet at 9:30 in the council chambers 
at Clearlake City Hall. You can also watch via zoom.

The Mendocino County Board of supervisors voted unanimously 
yesterday to move ahead with a possible sales tax ordinance that would 
be used to fund projects that protect local water supply as well as boost 
fire services. The Ukiah Daily Journal reports that two board members 
expressed doubts that a new spending measure would be approved by 
voters but ultimately voted to begin drafting a sales tax ordinance 
regarding allocations for fire and water. That plan will be presented to 
the full board on June 8th.

The Mendocino County Board of supervisors voted unanimously this 
week to move ahead with a possible sales tax ordinance that would be 
used to fund projects that protect local water supply as well as boost fire 
services. The Ukiah Daily Journal reports that two board members 
expressed doubts that a new spending measure would be approved by 
voters but ultimately voted to begin drafting a sales tax ordinance 
regarding allocations for fire and water. That plan will be presented to 
the full board on June 8th.

There’s an elevated fire weather outlook today and tomorrow in 
northeast Mendocino County and the eastern side of Lake County. The 
National Weather Service in Eureka says a red flag warning has been 
issued across the northern Central Valley and into the foothills of the 
Sierra Nevada due to high winds, higher than average temperatures, 
and low relative humidity.

A woman suffered traumatic injuries last night after being kicked by a 
horse in KLEE-own. Mendocino medical responders were called to a 
field behind a home on Mill Creek Road just before 8:30 and 
MendoFever reports that EMTs used a six-wheeler to access the patient. 
She was taken by air ambulance to an out of area hospital.

A small fire broke out yesterday afternoon in the hills above Lucerne. 
Lake County news reports that the Robinson fire was first reported just 
before 3:30 p.m. along Robinson Road. Reports said the fire grew to two 
acres as the wind pushed it uphill into brush. A man in a motorhome was 
trapped for a time but Northshore and California Fire were able to reach 
him. The fire was contained. The cause was not yet released.

The Clearlake City Council will meet tonight to discuss new rules for a 
food recovery program, the sale of a vacant city-owned parcel and a 
contract for police mobile audio visual equipment. The meeting is set for 
6 p.m. in the council chambers at Clearlake City Hall. It will also be 
broadcast live on the city’s Youtube channel. Residents can participate 
via Zoom or in-person.
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Humboldt Bay fire crews were called to a structure fire late yesterday 
afternoon at the Humboldt Waste Management authority building in 
Eureka. Humboldt Bay’s fire chief told ABC 7 News that they responded 
to the Hawthorne Street facility around 5pm and found that the sprinklers 
inside had gone off as soon as the alarms went off which made it easier 
to contain the fire. No word yet on the cause.

And Ukiah Symphony Orchestra is set for their final performances of the season. The Ukiah Daily Journal Reports that “At The Movies” 1. will feature medleys of movie and TV show soundtracks including The Mandalorian, Superman, Wonder Woman, Black Panther, Lord of the Rings and Pirates of the Caribbean. Tickets are available at ukiahsymphony.org and the Mendocino Book Company. Shows are Saturday at 7:30pm and Sunday at 2pm.

Police arrested a man near Ukiah following a high-speed chase in a 
stolen vehicle. California Highway Patrol reported that on Monday 
morning just before 10- troopers pulled over a Hyundai Santa Fe for 
speeding on US 101 south. MendoFever reports the driver, Luis 
Mendoza-Gonzaga, told officers he didn’t have a license and when he 
was asked to turn over his keys he sped away. The pursuit reached 
speeds of over 120mph and the vehicle exited the wrong way on the 
Perkins St. ramp. Ukiah PD and MCSO helped search for the vehicle 
abandoned at the Big Lots parking lot on S. orchard Avenue with 
ammunition and what appeared to be drugs inside. The driver was 
eventually located and taken into custody.

A woman suffered traumatic injuries last night after being kicked by a 
horse in Cleone. Mendocino medical responders were called to a field 
behind a home on Mill Creek Road just before 8:30 and MendoFever 
reports that EMTs used a six-wheeler to access the patient. She was 
taken by medevac to an out of area hospital.

Gov. Newsom has appointed two new members of the Lake County Fair 
board- formally known as the 49th District Agricultural Association. Nara 
Dahlbacka of Hidden Valley Lake and Traci Medina of Lakeport have 
been selected to sit on the board of directors. The positions do not 
require Senate confirmation and they are not paid positions.

The Clearlake City Council will meet tonight to discuss new rules for a 
food recovery program, the sale of a vacant city-owned parcel and a 
contract for police mobile audio visual equipment. The meeting is set for 
6 p.m. in the council chambers at Clearlake City Hall. It will also be 
broadcast live on the city’s Youtube channel. Residents can participate 
via Zoom or in-person.

The Mendocino County Public Health Office is warning to stay away from 
the water at Pudding Creek Beach in Fort Bragg. The Environmental 
Health Division got back a water sample report to check on bacteria 
levels earlier this week, indicating the ocean water quality at the beach in 
Fort Bragg does not meet State standards. Warning signs have been 
posted at Pudding Creek to avoid contact with ocean water due to an 
increased risk to human health. Pudding Creek is along Hwy 1 at the 
north end of Fort Bragg. Contact with ocean water should be avoided for 
50 yards on either side of the drainage entering the ocean. The signs will 
stay up until the water quality meets minimum standards specified by the 
State of California regulations. Environmental Health Division staff 
determine this safety standard based on bacteriological findings in their 
regular water sampling.

http://ukiahsymphony.org/
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A former Mendocino County deputy and a former Willits Police officer 
now on a YouTube show called Confessions of an Ex-Cop says his 
former co-workers were corrupt. Trent James says his former colleague, 
Lieutenant JD Comer was under investigation for possessing child 
pornography and the Sheriff’s office is actively covering it up. Then he 
switched the alleged crime to Comer’s son Bailey who was booked into 
Mendocino County Jail for kiddie porn possession. Meanwhile, Mendo 
Fever reports the Sheriff admitted Comer’s home, where many people 
lived, was the scene of a criminal investigation, that also triggered an 
internal affairs investigation. The Sacramento County Sheriff’s Office is 
handling the investigation. Sheriff Kendall has denied any sort of cover 
up since the alleged crimes occurred in 2019 and we’re just now getting 
wind of it. Comer’s son is accused of unlawful and knowing possession 
of videos and images depicting persons under 18 years of age engaging 
or simulating sexual conduct. He was booked, then released from jail 
last weekend.

A vegetation fire in Lucerne has been contained with no injuries and 
evacuations. Cal Fire reported Wednesday afternoon with Northshore 
Fire to a one-acre fire. It was contained at 2.5 acres. Fire officials have 
identified a local man as possibly starting the fire after it spread from a 
small barbeque to surrounding vegetation. They also found the guy had 
a warrant for his arrest in Lake County, so he was hauled in for violating 
state law, causing a fire through careless or negligent action. He was 
arrested by CAL FIRE Law Enforcement and booked into the Lake 
County Jail. A warning was also issued by Cal Fire as the weather 
warms up, fuels are already way too dry for this time of year, so be 
careful if you do choose to cook outdoors.

A structure fire has been reported in the 1100 block of S. Dora St. where 
police are telling residents to stay away from the neighborhood. 
Apparently, someone called dispatch to say the NorCal Dermatology 
Building was smoking and on fire at 1101 South Dora Street. Firefighters 
reported not being able to get into the building as it was well-involved. 
There was also a power line reported down in the area of the fire, and 
there were probably oxygen tanks inside. But they managed to get it 
under control and were there overnight, cleaning up afterwards.

Firefighters reporting to the scene of a fire in Fort Bragg say a kitchen 
fire was spreading. The fire on N. Sanderson Way shut down the street 
as fire crews arrived to assess the situation. A neighbor called the fire in 
saying they could see flames. There was a fire hydrant directly in front of 
the home. Mendo Fever reports someone was inside with a psychiatric 
condition, but they found the fire was not intentionally set and damage 
was limited.

Several thousand people reported to be without power from Rockport to 
Little River. PG&E said more than 11,000 customers were in the dark 
last night all the way out to Melbourne and the Big River Campground 
along State Route 20. The outage or outages, as there may have been 
two separate incidents, started yesterday afternoon with utility personnel 
scrambling to the scene. As of last night around 9pm, it appeared 
everyone had their power back on.
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A man from Southern Calif. is going to prison for sexually assaulting a 
teenager from Lake County. 32-year-old Trevor Noel Reynoso of 
Murrieta is going to state prison for 16 years for supplying a teenage girl 
with drugs who was then sexually assaulted. Reynoso was reportedly 
arrested in June of last year after the mom of a 15-year-old called to 
report the girl had been sexually assaulted. The victim told police she 
met Reynoso online and they had sex several times over a four-month 
period. She said he gave her drugs for sex. It was found Reynoso had 
been targeting minors on Snapchat then would give them drugs in 
Hidden Valley Lake. The reporting minor worked with the Sheriff’s Office 
to nab the guy. He told police he thought the victim was 18.

Hundreds of millions of dollars coming to several Calif. counties by way 
of the State Transportation Commission. The $700 million to help repair 
and/or improve road infrastructure. There are two Lake County projects 
and four in Mendocino. The Lake County projects include $384,000 to 
cover mitigation work at Bachelor Creek Bridge on Highway 20 near 
Upper Lake; and nearly $4 million dollars for emergency allocations for 
embankment, guardrail and drainage repairs on Route 175/Hopland 
Grade near Hopland. In Mendocino County, almost six million is going to 
improve the South Fork Eel River Bridge, another one million or so for 
signs to go up on Route 1 near Fort Bragg, 2 million more to build a 
retaining wall, and for roadway and drainage improvements on Route 
253 near Boonville; and finally, another 5.2M for emergency allocations 
for embankment, guardrail, drainage and road repairs on U.S. 101 near 
Willits.

Over 300 people took turns using the Ukiah Skate Park for the Skate 
Jam. Skaters along with their friends and families, plus vendors and 
bands partied in the outdoor space last year, so they’re doing it again. 
Skate Jam 2 is this Saturday, May 21st from 1-7pm at the Skate Park. 
The Sundays in the Park concert promoter says he has always wanted 
to do shows at the Skate Park, so he made it happen last year with the 
help of the City of Ukiah. About a half dozen bands will perform, they’re 
skate punk and rock bands, including a couple local outfits. It’s free for 
anyone who wants to skate during the event, and there will also be some 
organized competitions throughout the event.

A man from Daly City has been arrested after a high-speed chase in 
Ukiah. The California Highway Patrol reports stopping a Hyundai Santa 
Fe Monday morning as it was traveling too fast on the 101. The officer 
who contacted the driver, who was identified as Luis A. Mendoza-
Gonzaga, says he admitted he didn’t have a driver’s license, so the 
officer told him to hand over the keys, but he took off. They report he hit 
speeds of about 120 mph, with Mendoza-Gonzaga driving erratically, 
going the wrong way on an on ramp. Ukiah police joined the pursuit and 
helped corner the guy who was found to be in a stolen car with ammo 
and meth on him. He was finally taken down and booked on suspicion of 
possessing stolen property, vehicle theft, evading an officer, delaying 
and giving false information to an officer, and possession of a controlled 
substance. He was held under $50,000 bail.
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The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors has decided to pursue a 
new sales tax ordinance so the county can pay for local water supply 
protection and to help boost fire services. At the supervisors Tues. 
meeting they heard from a board member on the Russian River Flood 
Control & Water Conservation Improvement District who also serves on 
the Inland Water and Power Commission of Mendocino County. And 
during public comment a representative called in from the Mendocino 
County Farm Bureau who supported a tax increase. The board ended up 
voting unanimously even though two Board Members first seemed 
hesitant, to have county staff draw up a tax ordinance to provide money 
for fire and water and return to the full board on June 8th with the 
document.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors had reports from the Sheriff’s 
office and the Dept. of Public Health. It was during the monthly update 
from Public Health Officer that the news came about an uptick in COVID 
cases and a recent shortage of baby formula nationwide. The Public 
Health Officer Dr. Erik McLaughlin said COVID in Lake County has gone 
from 1.5 percent positivity to 4.4 percent. He said they’d be more 
nervous if that percentage was ten percent, so it’s not an emergency yet. 
The most who are getting the virus are in the age range of 18 to 34. He 
says they are expecting hospitalizations. At the same time, he spoke 
about the infant formula shortage and warned moms against diluting 
formula. The Sheriff also updated the board on the annual report being 
available online for the public to see; and spoke of a recent complaint 
about an illegal marijuana garden in Twin Lakes where they found nearly 
2,500 cannabis plants and 340 lbs of drying marijuana.

The Mendocino College Foundation has handed out some scholarships 
for the next school year. It was the first mixer at the Ukiah Campus since 
the pandemic started. On May 11th, scholarship students and their 
families; donors; College faculty and staff; and members of both the 
College Board of Trustees and the Mendocino College Foundation 
(MCF) Board of Directors watched as over $204,000 in scholarships 
were distributed. 114 students enrolled for this coming fall are getting 
help paying for college.

Two people are dead in Ukiah in what police say was a murder suicide. 
The Sheriff’s office reports getting a call Friday night to a home on Burke 
Hill Rd. to a man and woman down, a possible murder/suicide. 56-year-
old Suzanne Stark looked to have been shot to death, along with her 
husband, 57-year-old, Shawn, who they say appeared to have shot 
himself to death after. The son of the couple reported the incident, 
saying he was home at the time, but didn’t see what happened. Deputies 
say the evidence showed it was a murder/suicide, with the husband and 
dad, Shawn, being the shooter, then killing himself. Detectives say the 
pair had an argument before the shooting, but there had never been 
domestic disturbance reports at the home before.
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Checks can be mailed to

MCCF

PO Box 1616

Mendocino, CA 95460

Scary situation this weekend, a fire breaks out in the Point Arena area, 
but didn’t do much harm. The 36-acre Owens Fire started over the 
weekend bringing many resources out to attack the fire which did trigger 
some evacuations. The fire is reported to be 100% contained with all 
evacuations lifted. It mostly burned brush and vegetation at South 
Highway 1 at Owens Road. No word how it started.

A man in the Anderson Valley area has been arrested after reports he 
was burning his partner’s property and had previously threatened to 
shoot police. It was first called in as a domestic situation, the woman 
telling dispatchers her partner and her had an argument, and he was 
burning her property and had a long rifle on him. The man was 
confirmed to have had a military background and possessed several 
firearms. He apparently told police he intended to commit suicide by cop, 
and he’d be hiding in a creek if they came after him. A crisis worker was 
sent to the scene but had no luck with the man. The weekend event in 
Boonville ended after a drone caught where the man was hiding and he 
was arrested.

A former Mendocino County School Superintendent says Nicole 
Glentzer is the right person for the job. Raymond Chadwick has written a 
letter to the editor at Mendo Fever saying he’s known Glentzer more 
than 8 years and found her to have all the right traits. He added that 
during the pandemic, she was at the forefront of returning students and 
staffs to in person school in a safe environment. And Chadwick added 
that Glentzer has positive and cooperative relationships and has a 
contagious energy and positivity in dealing with even the toughest of 
issues.

The Mendocino Children’s Fund has suffered a loss after thieves broke 
into some storage units. In a Facebook post, the fund announced the rip 
off is a devastating economic loss. The post said they try not to ask for 
too much help, but now that they were stolen from, they’re in need. 
They’re asking for the public’s help so they can replenish what was lost. 
They have served families from Rockport to Gualala and inland to 
Comptche for three decades.

You can PayPal us at mccf@mcn.org. You can donate online below. 
Thank you for trusting us for 30 years. Please share with others.

A resolution has been approved by the Lake Local Agency Formation 
Commission for a protest against the city of Lakeport’s proposal to 
annex the South Main Street corridor. Last week
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LAFCo gave the green light to move forward with the resolution after 
revisions requested by commission members and the city of Lakeport. 
The annexation covers 137 acres across from South Main Street and 
Soda Bay Road and east of Highway 29. The protests from 16 of 50 
parcels were sent to the Assessor-Recorder’s Office and the Registrar of 
Voters Office. They needed a 25% protest and had 36%. Now the matter 
will go to election of the registered owners of land.  The city has to come 
up with a plan and report back to LAFCo. Some folks spoke out about 
the authenticity of the protest list. The city has 45 days to take formal 
action on the matter.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors is taking up the cannabis 
ordinance they’ve been considering for some time. The meeting 
tomorrow morning on Zoom and in person will also look at bids for a new 
multiuse path for Middletown. The cannabis ordinance would be revised 
regarding permits and how they enforce locally. The memo to the Board 
by the Community Development Director says Cannabis projects are 
becoming more controversial, so they will be presenting changes to the 
ordinance, then there will be workshops on Wednesday and Thursday 
for the general public. The board will then consider the bid for the 
Multiuse path in Middletown of over 1.1 million dollars to a contractor 
from Santa Rosa, which was the lowest bid they received.

Police in Clearlake say they’ve located a missing ten year old. On 
Sunday police announced finding Willie Brown Jr at Austin Park. He was 
reported missing early Sunday morning after he was seen leaving the 
Lamplighter Motel. An alert was sent out just before 2 am and he was 
found by 9am.

The Mendocino County Public Health Officer says there’s a new wave of 
COVID19 with more than triple the number of cases each day. During 
his Friday address, Dr. Andy Coren said the amount of cases in Calif. 
have been skyrocketing. And here in Mendocino County there were just 
3.6 cases per 100,000 people per day a few weeks ago, but now it’s 
13/100,000. Coren also noted the amount of people in the hospital was 
also up, doubling over the last week. It’s all due to two new sub-strains 
of the Omicron variant of coronavirus. He said he expected the county to 
be in the high transmission rate by this week. He also said there were 
way more cases in school since Spring Break and proms, but thankfully, 
there were no new deaths to report.

Fort Bragg is going to make history with a new affordable housing 
project run entirely on electric and solar power. The Plateau by The 
Danco Group is a nearly 39 million dollar project, featuring 69 cottages 
and townhomes. There will be one, two, and three-bedroom apartments 
for low-income seniors, individuals, and families. The project will have 
solar rooftop panels to provide 100% of the project’s net energy use, 
with zero natural gas at the property. Each unit will have Energy Star all-
electric appliances, LED lighting, highly efficient heating, air conditioning, 
and hot water systems. There will also be five electric vehicle charging 
stations completing the all-electric project.

The next 100+ Women Strong of Inland Mendocino County Gathering is coming up. Next Thursday, the gathering is happening from 5:30-7:00 pm at Rivino Vineyards and Winery. Anyone who wants to help the nonprofit is invited. There will be three nonprofits in all who are presenting, they include United Disaster Relief of Northern Calif., a group from Ukiah who used to be known as MendoLake Complex Fire Relief. Also on hand, Building Bridges, services for the homeless; and the Shanél Valley Academy in Hopland. They will also be presenting the Humane Society for Inland Mendocino County an award as their chosen nonprofit this year. Each attendee must pledge $100 to the cause. They’ve already raised five thousand dollars. For more info, https://100strongmendo.com.

https://100strongmendo.com/
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The Mayor of Cearlake has proclaimed May as Tourism Month. The 
proclamation for the state of Calif. Mayor Dirk Slooten said during the 
proclamation announcement last week that tourism plays a major role in 
both the county and the state’s economic prosperity, bringing in over 
$144 billion in spending in 2019. There was a drop in spending during 
the first days of the pandemic, and the economic lockdown with folks out 
of work and not traveling. Lake County lost 47 million dollars in tourism 
dollars in 2020. The Mayor says the state saw a return of tourism last 
year, but not yet near 2019 numbers. The proclamation urged residents 
to help their fellow residents get back to work and support local 
businesses by traveling in the state.

Lake County has a new, permanent county administrative officer. After 
Carol Huchingson announced her retirement, her deputy, Susan Parker 
was announced as the interim officer. Last night Lake County 
Supervisors announced they had appointed Parker permanent County 
Administrative Officer. After a closed session yesterday, the 
announcement was made by the Board Chair, adding that Parker had 
done an outstanding job so far, and they were excited she agreed to 
accept the permanent position. She was named Assistant CAO three 
years ago, after a rigorous nationwide search. Parker has experience 
outside of Calif. and has a Master’s in Public Affairs and Public 
Administration from the University of Wisconsin.

The state Assembly has passed a bill that may mean trouble for social 
media companies. The bill says some children are becoming addicted to 
social media like Tik Tok or Snapchat. It looks to fine the platforms up to 
$25,000 per violation if a child is harmed physically, mentally, 
emotionally, developmentally or materially. Some who are against the bill 
say it could mean social media companies would stop operating in Calif. 
for some children instead of facing possible liability. The bill only applies 
to social media companies with at least $100 million in gross revenue 
over their last year.

The Governor says he’s looking at possible mandatory water restrictions 
if residents don’t cut their use in the drought, during the hottest summer 
months. That word came as the Governor met with water agencies who 
supply water to the largest cities in the state. So far there have been no 
mandatory cuts, but voluntary ones haven’t really dented water usage. 
Instead, water use was up 19% compared to the year 2020. The 
Governor said all of the state’s water agencies should take a more 
aggressive approach to get the word out that we are in a drought 
emergency, and they should implement conservation measures. This is 
the third year of drought, with most of the state in either severe or 
extreme drought conditions.
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After two years online, we’re back to in person festivities for the 
Mendocino Film Festival. Organizers have announced they have almost 
60 films, panels, workshops, and parties June 2 – 5. That includes 35 
features and 23 shorts. As we previously reported there will be an 
animator who has been nominated for an Academy Award twice on hand 
to share parts of his upcoming film. Bill Plympton will be joined by other 
filmmakers, including Academy-Award winning documentary filmmaker 
Freida Lee Mock who will screen The Choir and Conductor with a live 
choral performance after the showing.

For more information and to buy tickets, check out: http://www.MendocinoFilmFestival.org.

After a couple years away the Redwood Empire Spring Fair is back at 
the Redwood Empire Fairgrounds. The Fair CEO, Jennifer Seward says 
they’re excited to bring folks back in person with classic fair food, 
carnival rides and entertainment, including live music, Monster Trucks 
and Mudd Boggs. The event June 3rd – 5th is free, but you need a ticket 
to sit in the grandstands. You can pick up tickets at all Mendo Mill stores 
in Lake and Mendocino Counties and at the Ukiah Grocery Outlet.

The Willits Unified School Board and Staff have recognized former 
colleagues who have retired from the district. A couple of weeks ago the 
Board and others recognized the retirees who gave so much to the 
district, during their careers. They also took time to recognize 
Reclassified English Learners, then got on to the business at hand. They 
discussed issues with their bathrooms, where drug use was occurring, 
cigarettes were being smoked and more supervision was requested. The 
school board is also looking at potentially hiring an assistant 
superintendent but is first going to hire more aides and up the amount of 
one on one time students get with them. The board also heard a 
presentation about unsheltered and foster students and discussed 
resources available to them.

West Business Development Center (West Center) has been appointed 
as the next Economic Development Liaison for the county. The Board of 
Supervisors has voted unanimously to direct the Executive Office to 
partner with West Center during the first part of the new economic 
development program. The Board agreed to pay $175,000 for a one year 
contract to work in economic development; business recruitment and 
retention; and workforce development. Any businesses interested in 
getting a grant or moving to or expanding in Mendocino County would go 
through the West Center. It’s all part of the MOVE 2030 initiative which is 
being paid for by the federal Economic Development Administration to 
help Mendocino County have a more resilient economy.

http://www.mendocinofilmfestival.org/
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It’s that time of year again, but it’s a tad odd, a black bear seen 
wandering about densely populated Bay Area neighborhoods. Recently 
a bear was seen in Fairfield, by an In and Out Burger joint. The 
neighborhood contains busy streets, strip malls and Interstate 80 is 
nearby. A bear was reportedly seen a bunch of times in Vacaville, 
maybe the same one, maybe not, officials say. The California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife reports the state has up to 40,000 black 
bears in the state. They say they’re monitoring the Fairfield situation 
along with police. Residents are reminded to keep pets inside and close 
up trashcans that may have rotting food or produce in them.

Pacific Gas & Electric has announced they’re undergrounding lines due 
to the continuing risk of wind mixing with wildfires due to climate change. 
The project is costing the energy giant $3.75 million a mile, and there are 
10,000 miles they are burying. It comes after the company has been 
continually blamed for starting fires in Northern Calif. as their equipment 
is taken down in windy weather and ignites. They’re further blamed for 
destroying thousands of homes and were even criminally charged for 
deaths in the 2018 Camp Fire in Butte County. They’re targeting the 
highest risk areas first for undergrounding, looking at weather patterns, 
fire history, tree density, outage data and more. Some of the areas of 
priority include, Santa Rosa, Rossmoor, Pacifica and the coastal towns 
of Pescadero and Davenport.

The Planning Commission in Lake County is holding public hearings on 
multiple projects. This week they’ll consider a cell tower, a business that 
wants to put on special events and the county trying to use the old 
juvenile hall as a homeless shelter. The meeting is this Thursday online 
and in person. The cell tower is being proposed by New Cingular 
Wireless, or AT&T Mobility in Clearlake Oaks. The special events permit 
is being proposed by a couple who own Ripe Choice Farm and want to 
put on a couple of events a month for about eight months of each year. 
A neighbor is opposed to it though. And finally, the old juvenile hall 
would be turned into the Elijah House Foundation homeless shelter, if 
approved.

Governor Newsom says we could be a step away from affordable high-
speed internet for all. At least for communities in the state without. The 
state would hire contractors to build 3,000 miles of broadband 
infrastructure. It’s part of the plan for the Middle-Mile Broadband 
Initiative. Two vendors have been awarded almost $225 million in 
contracts and the state will purchase the optical fiber and materials for 
the 3,000 miles of the network. Newsom says it’s imperative for 
education, healthcare and employment services. The Middle-Mile 
network would bring high-speed broadband to unserved and 
underserved communities, regardless of technology used, on equal 
economic and service terms.
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You’ve only got a few more days to clean up your yards ahead of peak 
fire season in Lakeport. The City of Lakeport’s Municipal Code says 
weed abatement is non-negotiable and has to be done by June 1st. The 
city will abate if they declare a property a nuisance first, after a property 
owner doesn’t self-abate. Dry vegetation has to be pulled at least one 
time between May 1 and June 1 every year, but it’s likely you will have to 
do it more than one time.

For further guidance on how to maintain your defensible space, please contact the Lakeport Fire Protection District at (707) 263-4369 or review materials available from Cal-Fire at https://www.readyforwildfire. org/preparefor-wildfire/get-ready/ defensible-space/

In light of reports of a weird virus, known as monkeypox outside of Calif. 
the Mendocino County Public Health Office is shedding light on a 
reported case inside the state. Dr. Andy Coren reports the state 
Department of Public Health began investigating a possible case of 
monkeypox in Sacramento County in someone who had recently 
travelled abroad. The virus is generally found in Central and West Africa 
and isn’t usually seen in the United States or Europe. There have been 
cases suddenly reported in Portugal, Spain, and the United Kingdom of 
the rare and usually mild illness. It presents with flu-like symptoms and a 
rash of sores and is passed through close contact with the lesions. The 
risk locally is considered to be very low. The public health office is also 
reporting on severe acute hepatitis cases in children. They appeared 
from October 2021 and February 2022 in young children in European 
countries and in

the United States. While public health has not reported any local cases, 
the state is warning to consider liver enzyme tests in children with 
stomach ailments or jaundice.

Four teenagers, one of them legal age, have all been arrested after 
reports of an armed robbery in Cloverdale. Since it happened so close to 
Mendocino County, the sheriff’s office was informed the suspects may 
be headed over the county line. Cloverdale police found out the four 
were headed to Yorkville and their vehicle was seen outside a home 
there. A search warrant was obtained, and a SWAT team was called out. 
They commanded ten people, two adults and 8 juveniles, to get out of 
the home. The group was detained, and evidence was found linking four 
people to the armed robbery. Officers also found a stolen firearm. 18-
year-old Angel Marron and three juveniles were arrested and brought 
back to Sonoma County for processing.

A man from Boonville is in jail after a call from his wife that he was 
vandalizing their home. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reported 
with CalFire as the woman said the man was also burning items and had 
a knife. Anderson Valley Fire and California Fish & Wildlife Wardens 
responded too. Fire personnel and Deputies found Stacey Rose had 
threatened to kill anyone on the property. They deployed a drone which 
caught an aerial view of the man and used the drone’s speaker to talk 
with him, but he would not comply. He finally put his hands up in the air 
and was taken. But family members say he pointed an assault rifle at 
them. Deputies found an imitation firearm; which looked like an AR-15 
rifle. Rose was booked for several crimes including Felony Criminal 
Threats, Misdemeanor Resist, Obstruct Public Officer and held on 
$20,000.00 bail.

https://www.readyforwildfire/
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Fax comments to (707) 574-6273

The state reports a Sacramento County resident just back from Europe 
may have contracted monkeypox. Health officials have not confirmed the 
virus in the man yet with the CDC, but say the patient traveled to areas 
where monkeypox was recently confirmed. The patient is isolating at 
home away from others, even though the virus is considered a low risk 
for transmission to the general public. Symptoms include fever, 
headache, muscles aches, swollen lymph nodes, exhaustion and a rash, 
starting on the face, a day to three after developing a fever. 
Transmission occurs when the infected person has prolonged contact 
with another person or animal, it enters through broken skin, respiratory 
tract, eyes, nose or mouth.

A man from Redding admitted he set a bunch of Northern Calif. fires in 
2019 and 20. 41 year old Eric Smith was arrested in the summer of 2020 
and charged with four counts of starting fires on federal land. Police say 
he set nearly a dozen fires between the summers of 2019 and 2020 
using hard to detect items to ignite them, like cigarette lighters and 
handheld torches. The U.S. attorney’s office for the Eastern District of 
California also noted he started the fires when not a lot of people were 
around, like in the early morning in remote areas. Many were small and 
knocked down fast, but one closed part of a highway for a time. CalFire 
identified him as a suspect after one fire burned 600 acres. Smith faces 
20 years in prison and a $1-million fine.

After the August Complex fire burned over a million acres a couple 
summers ago, cleanup is still happening. Now, as part of that, the Six 
Rivers National Forest has opened public comment for the Mad River 
Restoration Project. There is some fuels management to be done along 
with native plant and habitat restoration, plus economic recovery of dead 
timber. The forest service is also looking to install a new radio repeater 
and antenna set up on Grizzly Peak. The project on about 12,400 acres 
of high fire-severity area. The Mad River District Ranger says it will help 
them use disaster relief money to continue removing dead and dying 
trees and plant trees in strategic areas of the Upper Mad River 
watershed above Ruth Lake, North Fork Eel River and Upper Van Duzen 
River watersheds.

For more info: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60286.

Written comments can be submitted via one of the following three 
methods:

Mail to or hand delivered between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays to the 
Mad River Ranger District, 741 Highway 36, Bridgeville, CA 95526

E-mail comments to sm.fs.madrivernepa@usda.gov. Please make sure 
that August Complex Restoration Project is in the subject line of your 
email.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60286
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The meeting of the Design Review Board will begin at 3 p.m. May 26.

A new business is opening in Ukiah. The palliative care provider 
Madrone Care Network will have its ribbon cutting ceremony a week 
from Monday at 4:30pm. They’re located at 643 S. Main Street. The 
chief operating officer for the new care center says they provide a way 
for folks to “navigate the complexities of the healthcare system” in 
Mendocino and Lake counties. They treat patients with cancer; heart, 
lung or liver disease; multiple sclerosis; ALS; and many other serious 
illnesses. On staff, they have nurses, social workers and chaplains.

A report by police late last night to stay away from the area of Orchard 
Avenue. This morning Mendo Fever reports after ten last night law 
enforcement were on the scene with two people being held by them at 
gunpoint. The news site reports the two were being held in connection to 
a shooting on the outside of Ukiah’s substance abuse treatment center 
on Ford Street. A staff member at the Ford Street Project called saying 
multiple shots were fired from a handgun at the building out of a car. No 
injuries were reported as the shots hit the building and trees. The news 
site reports the two being held were minors.

A new mental healthcare facility is being considered by the Ukiah Design 
Review Board. The matter to be reviewed at their meeting tomorrow for a 
planned 16-bed mental health treatment facility along the 101 near the 
Social Security building and old Best Western hotel, which is now the 
Live Oak Apartments. The project would be located on South Orchard 
Avenue. The application is by Redwood Community Services for the 
project to be built on what is now a vacant piece of land. They hope to 
put in in and outpatient mental health services, administrative offices and 
meeting rooms. The application says it will be for Medi-Cal beneficiaries 
18 years of age and up.  

To participate or view the virtual meeting, click here: https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82497678329Or you can call in using your telephone only: 1-888 788 0099, Access Code: 824 9767 8329.

Warning signs will stay up at Pudding Creek Beach in Fort Bragg 
warning folks to stay out of the water until test results come back. The 
Mendocino County Environmental Health Dept. reports that should be 
tomorrow. This is all happening after a bacteria report came back that it 
didn’t meet state standards. It was the second time in less than a month 
bacteriological quality didn’t meet state standards. The sampling is done 
weekly from April to October at Pudding Creek and at Big River, Little 
River, Hare Creek and Caspar Beach to make sure the levels of three 
bacteria species harmful to mammals and birds: coliform, E. coli and 
enterococcus are at safe levels.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82497678329Or
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The city of Clearlake has sold a piece of property to a developer for a 
new apartment complex to be built next to a new sports and recreation 
center. The city manager says the five acre parcel on Burns Valley Road 
closed last week and the sale documents were recorded on the $1.5 
million deal Monday. He also said the project would probably cost about 
$50 million to complete. The sale comes after the city council voted 
unanimously to approve the deal with the company Danco for an 84-unit 
apartment complex with mixed-income family units.  Lake Co News 
reports the city’s mayor said they were behind schedule about a month 
to six weeks where they wanted to be on the project.

The yearly Lower Lake Daze Parade is back. The Lower Lake 
Community Action Group’s event is this Sunday. There will be a parade 
and street fair in downtown Lower Lake from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. with the 
parade at 11. They will have a load of activities happening that day with 
live entertainment, arts & crafts, food and dozens of vendors along Main 
St.

After Governor Newsom signed an executive order a couple of months 
back to conserve water, the State Water Resources Control Board is 
moving on it. Earlier this week the agency adopted an emergency water 
conservation regulation to make sure local water agencies statewide get 
more aggressive with conservation measures. The Governor says the 
state is in a drought crisis and hopes the new measures will mean a 
reduction in water usage. He said it was especially important now as we 
head into summer months. The new rule bans watering turf at 
businesses, but not watering it in recreation settings or for community 
reasons like at homes or to maintain trees. There are limits to the 
amount of irrigation though, on certain days, and during certain hours. 
There will also be patrols to make sure folks abide and don’t waste 
water, and enforcement thereof.

Commercial fishermen and local tribes are demanding action to reverse 
a Trump administration rule putting endangered fish in further danger in 
the Trinity River. The Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s 
Associations and partner organization, the Institute for Fisheries 
Research have sent a 60-day notice letter to the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation about its intent to sue for violations of the Endangered 
Species Act. They claim the water that’s being diverted from the Trinity 
River to the Central Valley Project has practically destroyed the river’s 
salmon populations. So those threatening the suit want a new biological 
opinion on the conservation methods and measures to be required to 
protect them. Last year up to 75% of coho salmon eggs died due to the 
diversions.
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PG&E has put out a reminder for outdoor recreationalists during hot 
weather, to be wary of dangerously cold, swiftly moving water. Even 
though the snowpack was well below normal this year in Calif., the 
energy company is reminding folks that snow is melting and filling 
streams and rivers and to be especially careful by hydroelectric facilities 
and dams. They add flow conditions can quickly change and as trout 
season has mostly opened, they’re also encouraging anglers to take 
precaution. PG&E reminds to plan ahead and while at your favorite 
recreation spot, looking for ways to quickly and safely escape if water 
flows and temperatures change. They say to know your limits, bring a life 
jacket and don’t go in the water at all if it seems unsafe.

Police in Ukiah continue investigating reports of shots fired in the area of 
200 Ford St. Police say they had several calls about gunshots going off 
Tuesday and when they got to the scene they saw a car in the area of N. 
Orchard Ave. That matched the description of one of the cars possibly 
involved. They detained two people and say pickup truck passed the 
area and those inside had some sort of interaction with a pedestrian who 
the pickup truck occupants reportedly shot near. Nobody was injured, 
but that person was a target police say, and it was not a random 
shooting. The shots hit buildings and trees, as we reported. The two 
detained were released and police continue looking into the event. There 
had been rumors the Ford St. Project may have been the target.

A Clear Lake High student has been chosen for a $1,000 scholarship 
from Mediacom Communications. Senior Bailey Rodriguez won the 
company’s World Class Scholarship which recognizes a student for 
excellence in leadership and academics. The company congratulated 
the entire class of 22 with their announcement and singled Bailey out for 
her outstanding accomplishments. The scholarship is for students who 
live in areas where Mediacom delivers high-speed internet and digital 
video service. They typically choose 60 students for the honor.

To prepare for the fireworks show, the City of Fort Bragg is offering 
community members free driftwood from Noyo Beach. Before now the 
driftwood had been removed by the city by either the City Public Works 
Dept., doing controlled burns or distributing permits for individuals to 
remove wood debris from the beach. The removal is from Friday July 1st 
during daylight hours. The wood needs to be taken out with hand tools 
only. They also ask those removing wood to do a site cleanup of any 
litter or debris nearby. No driving of cars onto the beach.

A man reported missing from Hidden Valley has been found. Yesterday 
afternoon, 68-year-old John Daniel Bachelder disappeared on foot. It 
was reported nobody knew what he was wearing or where he went, but 
that he was walking in the area of the Conestoga Trail in Hidden Valley 
to look for gems. Police said at the time the man was considered at risk 
due to possible medical conditions and because of the outside 
temperature. Lake County Search and Rescue and the Sheriff’s Dept. 
was searching and found him within a couple hours.
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Fort Bragg has a new City Manager. The city announced John Ford of 
McKinleyville has accepted the job and starts July 5th. The last manager 
resigned in December and the city hired a headhunter to find her 
replacement. They apparently looked far and wide, receiving about 15 
applications. The recruiter screened them all and narrowed it down to 4 
people. Then the City Council and selected members of the city 
management team interviewed that group and Ford became the obvious 
choice. They all voted unanimously to bring him on. Ford has experience 
working in city management in Thousand Oaks, Roseville, the County of 
Monterey and most recently was the Director of Planning and Building 
for Humboldt County.

Calif. lawmakers jumped into action after the latest school shooting 
massacre in Texas. They had previously followed the lead of Governor 
Newsom who signaled he wanted residents to have the ability to sue 
illegal firearms dealers. It was intended to mimic the Texas law where 
people could sue if they knew someone else was providing an abortion. 
Democratic lawmakers looking to use the abortion law as a way to keep 
people safe, not a way to punish women or those helping them abort a 
fetus. The law would let residents file a lawsuit against anyone dealing 
illegal assault weapons, parts used to build weapons, guns without serial 
numbers, or .50 caliber rifles and they could win $10,000 in civil 
damages for each weapon, plus attorneys fees. A package of other gun 
reform bills passed the Assembly without any Republican support.

An artist in Lakeport is putting the finishing touches on a mural 
downtown in honor of essential workers. Emma Wakefield’s piece is on 
the side of the Meals on Wheels Thrift Store on N. Main St. at First 
Street. The mural shows a child sleeping with a stuffed animal, with a 
quilt over them that has blocks on it featuring farmworkers, teachers, 
police officers, construction workers, cooks, firefighters, postal workers, 
store clerks, doctors and other health workers, and utility workers. The 
Lake County Arts Council had announced plans for a new mural in 
partnership with the city of Lakeport, Lake County Rural Arts Initiative 
and the Lake Family Resource Center last December and the artist was 
chosen this spring during a competition.

You can add another mile to your hike in Low Gap Park now that the 
Upper City View Trail has officially opened in Ukiah. Adding on to the 
trail built over a decade ago, you’ll be able to take in wildflowers in 
bloom. There’s one entrance to the new loop on the right of the City 
View overlook, where a sign was put up to show adventurers which way 
to go. There’s a warning though that the new trail is narrower than the 
City View Trail with some twists and turns. The Daily Journal reports it’s 
a bit bumpy for running, but if you slow down, there are signs pointing 
out what birds you might see and how the trail came to be. The signs are 
temporary.
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They’re looking for people to serve on the next Mendocino County Civil 
Grand Jury. The deadline to apply is tomorrow at Superior Court for the 
2022/2023 Grand Jury to be sworn in at the end of June. The Superior 
Court says it’s a great way to learn about the inner workings of 
government while providing a service to your community. There are 19 
people chosen for the Jury who serve for a year, providing civil oversight 
of local government and agencies; and respond to citizen complaints. 
They set their own agenda and meeting schedule. You get $25 per full 
panel meeting, $10 per committee meeting and committee attendance at 
public meetings. Mileage is also reimbursed at the current County of 
Mendocino rate. And there’s free onsite parking.

Applications and related information are available on the Internet at: 
Grand Jury (ca.gov). The application may also be obtained in person at 
the Superior Court, 100 North State Street, Rm. 303, Ukiah or by calling 
the Grand Jury at (707) 463-4320

Many communities will hold observances to mark Memorial Day on 
Monday. The Ukiah VFW Post 1900, in conjunction with Lewis White 
Post 76, will hold its traditional ceremony to honor those who have 
died serving our country. The ceremony will be held in the tree-
lined Russian River Cemetery on Low Gap Road in Ukiah starting 
Monday at noon. Potter Valley’s Memorial Day service is at Potter 
Valley Cemetery on East Side Road at 9 a.m. Former American 
Legion Lewis White Post 76 Commander Ralph Paulin will lead the 
ceremony, and Potter Valley Scout Troup 72 will assist.

A report that a woman who has filed a civil lawsuit against Ukiah Police 
Chief Noble Waidelich wants a jury trial in the case, but she may run out 
of time. According to Mendovoice.com, that lawsuit alleges Waidelich 
beat her and used witness intimidation to escape prosecution. Amanda 
Carley filed the suit in 2015 and it has pushed back several times. She 
wants a six-month extension allowed by rules enacted during the 
pandemic. Carley was a probation officer at the time and was engaged 
to Waidelich. She broke it off when she claims their relationship became 
violent. A judge will take up the matter and decide if the suit moves 
ahead or gets tossed out.

High school seniors who are homeless could get $1,000 from the state 
to help them out. Lawmakers will consider the guranteed income plan 
they say would help those students transition to adulthood The latest 
count shows about 15,000 homeless senior students. The money would 
be no strings attached and tax-free. The bill’s sponsors say that cash 
could break the cycle of poverty and put them on a stable financial 
footing. Governor Newsom wants to spend about 35 million dollars in his 
proposed budget for guaranteed money to several other groups like 
foster children and pregnant teens.
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It’s fire season mostly year-round in Calif. But as we hit peak season, 
CalFire is reminding folks to prepare their homes by hardening them. 
They urge you to abate weeds and build a defensible space zone 
around your property. As the weather warms, that increases fire danger. 
Officials with the fire agency are providing tips for residents to ensure 
they prepare by retrofitting their homes to improve the chance it can 
survive a wildfire, especially because there have already been red flag 
warnings this year. Defensible Space is the buffer between a building 
and the grass, trees, shrubs, or other vegetation, which can stop the 
spread of a wildfire. They say to use gravel, pavers or other 
noncombustible materials there and remove all dead and dying weeds, 
brush and trees.

To learn more about how you can be prepared for wildfire, visit http://www.ReadyForWildfire.org

After reports of shots fired in Ukiah, police have arrested someone they 
say was involved. Police say a pickup was seen in the area of 200 Ford 
St. after several reports of shots fired. They saw a vehicle around the 
corner matching the description and detained two people. There were 
reports the pickup occupants had an interaction with a pedestrian. Cops 
gathered evidence and continued investigating and identified the shooter 
as Bryan M. Sanchez who happened to be on probation for a burglary. 
There was a 17-year-old with him. Police say there have been a bunch 
of other reports of harassing behavior by the driver and the victim, a 
woman. No word so far what set off the shooting incident.

A new scholarship by the Lake County Winegrape Commission has 
gone to a senior at Upper Lake High. The $5,000 “Future of Agriculture” 
scholarship went to Atlantis Jones at a recent Senior Scholarship and 
Awards Night at the high school. The new scholarship is being given to 
one student in Lake County going to a four-year university, based on 
academic achievement, financial need, and a demonstrated interest in 
agriculture. It’s part of a program the Commission worked on to inspire 
high schoolers with the Lake County Farm Bureau to develop “Cultivate 
– Careers in the Winegrape Industry”.

Like many places across the country this Spring, Caltrans had a Litter 
Cleanup Day. This week crews and volunteers poured out onto 
highways across the state, plucking up trash and debris. In District 1, Del 
Norte, Humboldt, Lake, and Mendocino counties, there was also a call-
out to community members to join and pick up litter in their 
neighborhoods and nearby parks. It’s all part of Governor Newsom’s 
Clean California initiative, a $1.1 billion campaign over several years 
tasking Caltrans with keeping roads and waterways free of litter, creating 
thousands of jobs, and transforming state and local public spaces 
through beautification efforts.

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
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Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry has announced a package of gun 
control bills in the Assembly after recent mass shootings in Buffalo, NY, 
Uvalde, TX and here in Sacramento several months ago. Aguiar-Curry 
says the U-S is the “only country in the world where the regulation of 
guns and gun-ownership is treated with such callous disregard, where 
no place is safe, including places of worship, grocery stores and 
elementary schools”. The package includes prohibiting gun 
manufacturers from marketing to minors, changes the definition of 
firearm and firearm precursor parts, addresses ghost guns, reduces the 
amount of guns one person can have, prohibits 3-D printing of firearms, 
starts a community violence prevention and recovery program and starts 
a 10-year firearm prohibition for anyone convicted of child abuse and 
elder and dependent adult abuse involving violence.

Stopped in its tracks… a case of unemployment insurance fraud in Calif. 
The Employment Development Department says they recently blocked a 
fraud attempt by criminals trying to rip off hundreds of millions in benefits 
from the state with paper and fax applications. They’ve sent notices to 
those who may be impacted. The agency says the crooks sent tons of 
fake claims in, about 40,000 more claims than usual. They were not 
paid, which saved the state more than a half billion dollars. A fraud 
specialist with the department says they have new fraud filters which 
stopped the constant stream of fraud attempts, schemes and criminal 
tactics.

Several thousand dollars has been gifted to the Ukiah Valley Trail Group 
to improve trails by Lake Mendocino. The group reports getting a 
$32,000 gift from Pacific Redwood Medical Group so they can realign 
and improve the trails between the Dam and Spillway. They also gifted 
$25,000 in 2019 to build the trail above City View Trail at Low Gap Park. 
The medical group’s fund is based on employee donations but managed 
by the Group. They say most full-time employees have been donating 
each month. They picked the Ukiah Valley Trail Group because the non-
profit’s mission aligned with the ways they want to improve community 
health, encouraging physically active lifestyles.

After reports they may have to close down because of budget woes, the 
Mendocino County Museum in Willits was packed with folks showing 
support last Friday. That included local officials like the mayor, the 3rd 
District Supervisor, staff from the Willits Chamber of Commerce, 
volunteers, and local arts and history enthusiasts. They report more than 
100 people came through the museum last Friday night. The mayor also 
reported the City Council was planning to bring a resolution to keep the 
museum open to the Board of Spervisors.
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A man has been arrested in Ukiah for elder abuse. Mendocino Deputies 
were called to reports of a domestic violence incident in the 3500 block 
of Highway 253 last Tuesday by a woman at a call box. Deputies say the 
woman had visible injuries to her arm and head. They found her ex-
boyfriend, Jon Rickel, had pushed her, causing her to fall and get 
injured. Deputies went to his house and found him, developing cause to 
believe he hurt the woman. So, he was arrested for Felony Domestic 
Violence Battery and Misdemeanor Elder or Dependent Adult Abuse. He 
was booked into jail on $50,000.00 bail.

A man wanted for a felony arrest warrant in Laytonville has been 
arrested. Deputies say they found James Simmon who told them he was 
assaulted. They say he climbed up on a roof where Fire personnel found 
him and gave him medical treatment for what appeared to be a stabbing. 
But then he was arrested for a warrant. He told Deputies he didn’t want 
anyone else prosecuted. He was treated, then held without bail.

A plane has crashed east of Willits. Mendo Fever reports a Cal Fire 
helicopter touched down at the Eden Valley Airstrip where the pilot 
confirmed there was a small plane that had crashed and a fire had been 
extinguished. The pilot was reportedly taken into Willits by a passing 
driver. They called for help. The FAA was also reporting to the scene. 
The news site reports there were two people aboard the airplane, one 
was injured and hospitalized, but the other was un-injured. But they were 
both at the hospital.

A Temporary Urgency Change Petition has been filed by the Sonoma 
Water Agency for a Critical Water Supply Condition. The petition was 
reportedly filed with the State Water Resources Control Board due to the 
drought. If approved, the Russian River’s instream flow requirements 
would change to allow Sonoma Water to continue minimal instream 
flows to preserve water supply in Lake Mendocino and Lake Sonoma. It 
also means users have to reduce water usage by 20% between July 1st 
and October 31st compared to the same time period in 2020. Without 
the declaration water managers say it would lead to even more water 
declines in the two lakes.

The Lake County Deputy Sheriff’s Association and the Lake County 
Deputy District Attorneys Association are endorsing DA Susan Krones 
for another term. Lake Co News reports the decision was made earlier 
this month, but was made concrete this weekend. Former county 
supervisor, Anthony Farrington, is running against the incumbent. After 
Farrington wrote a letter to the editor for the news site which had both 
the Deputy Sheriff’s Association and the DA’s Association sticking with 
Krones, calling the letter untrue. Farrington said in his letter Krones had 
not received any endorsements from law enforcement, but the two 
Associations endorsed Krones after his letter.
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A special meeting’s being held by the Clearlake City Council about an 
appeal by the owner of a local restaurant, which has been scheduled to 
be torn down. The meeting is this Thursday afternoon regarding the 
Sunflower restaurant after the council voted unanimously to approve a 
contract for excavation of the restaurant. It used to be the Lakeshore Inn 
and became a nuisance in December of 2018, and an abatement order 
was issued a few years later. Then the city opened bids for it, but a new 
owner emerged for the restaurant who promised to renovate. That never 
happened. So here we are. The meeting at 3p Thursday in Council 
chambers.

Governor Newsom is down with COVID. The Governor was positive over 
the holiday weekend, testing after a meeting he had in San Francisco 
with the Prime Minister of New Zealand, who he met to sign a new 
climate partnership agreement with. Newsom’s office says he has mild 
symptoms, is working at home, but will take Paxlovid, an antiviral 
medication. He will stay isolated until he has a negative test. The 
Governor has been vaccinated and received two booster shots, the last 
one as recently as May 18.

There’s a new leader for Mendocino Community Health Centers. MCHC 
announced Rod Grainger is its new chief executive officer. Grainger has 
3 decades of healthcare management experience and a strong 
background in healthcare finance, according to the healthcare system. 
They report his last job was for ten years at Long Valley Health Center 
as their executive director. MCHC has been around since 1991 and has 
expanded from the Laws Avenue location in Ukiah to four sites 
altogether: Hillside Health Center and Dora Street Health Center in 
Ukiah, Little Lake Health Center in Willits and Lakeview Health Center in 
Lakeport.

Students appeared to be fed up with school shootings after the latest 
massacre in Texas, so they walked out. Last Thursday students across 
the country left class, protesting what they say is inaction to stop school 
shootings. Students in Calif. telling the LA Times, they have to advocate 
for themselves because “thoughts and prayers are not getting us 
anywhere after years and years.”  The group Students Demand Action 
had organized a bunch of the protests. They formed after the 2018 
shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida.

The state Education Secretary is calling for something to be done to 
prevent any more school shootings. Secretary Miguel Cardona’s remarks 
after the Uvalde, TX rampage that killed 19 students and 2 teachers. 
Cardona says so far, actions taken have not been sufficient. He added 
that the country was becoming “desensitized to the murder of children.”

Six people have been arrested on suspicion of scamming California’s 
recycling program out of ten-million-dollars. The suspects are accused of 
bringing several tons of recyclables in from Arizona then redeeming it for 
cash at recycling centers in Southern California. The state’s recycling 
program only accepts items from California. Arizona does not offer a five 
or ten-cent rebate for bottles, cans and other recyclable containers. The 
suspects all face felony charges.



Sheet1

Page 112

06/01/22

A red flag warning for part of Northern California should be ending 
tonight. The National Weather Service issued the warning Sunday due to 
fast moving winds and dry conditions. Multiple fires were also reported 
during the warning, which has officials concerned about summer 
months. The red flag warning expires at eight p.m. tonight.

It’s looking better at Pudding Creek Beach in Fort Bragg. Bacteria levels 
are no longer higher than acceptable state standards. Signs that were 
put up with warnings about swimming and staying out of the water were 
taken down. Each week 5 beaches are tested for bacteria in summer 
months, four are in in Mendocino County. They were all tested again last 
Tuesday, and Thursday, the tests came back negative. Big River, Little 
River, Pudding Creek, Hare Creek and Caspar Beach—are tested each 
week from April to October to make sure levels of three bacteria are 
safe, they are coliform, E. coli and enterococcus.

For the first time since the COVID19 pandemic started, Mendocino 
College had in person graduation. The 49th Commencement took place 
a couple of Fridays ago, May 20th. The last time they had an in-person 
commencement was 2019, so this time, they invited graduates from 
2020 and 2021 to join this year’s grads to walk together.  The 
Superintendent/President Tim Karas told the graduates to use their 
“knowledge, skills, and experience to build communities, shine a light on 
inequities, and encourage others to join us”. Adding the new graduates, 
could “do anything.” 

It’s been almost two years since a fire broke out and burned into the Big 
Basin Redwoods State Park in the Santa Cruz Mountains. Almost 97% 
of the park, the oldest in the state, burned. It was August of 2020 when 
the CZU Lightening Complex charred the park and killed one person. 
86,000 acres burned and almost all of the park’s buildings, campgrounds 
and trails burned along with almost its entire old-growth redwood forest. 
Officials said its recovering though, with nearly every large old growth 
redwood tree showing regrowth, “with green needles sprouting from 
blackened trunks and branches”. And with that they’ll return to limited 
access on days after Independence Day. Full access won’t be for 
several years.

Some private Calif. colleges say they want to limit trespassing on 
campuses, especially by people who try to get in to harass students. It’s 
considered a misdemeanor, but private colleges are only allowed to give 
out a warning letter. Now some lawmakers are looking to change that 
saying the no-trespassing letters are ineffective. The Senate bill, if it 
passes, would change part of the state’s criminal code for public 
colleges or universities and public and private K-12 schools, to include 
private institutions and give a police officer or officer of the school more 
power. Punishment for a violation would be a fine of under $500 or 
imprisonment in county jail for no longer than six months, or both. It 
passed the Senate unanimously and moves to the Assembly next.
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A proposed policy for the University of California has been tossed that 
would have required  high school ethnic studies courses, calling the rule 
narrow, ideological and activist. Professors put a draft forward saying 
they’ll fight for the right to teach high schoolers about the heritage, 
history, culture and struggles of historically underrepresented groups in 
Calif. The UC Board of Regents were set to consider the proposal, but 
after several drafts, the Board of Admissions and Relations with Schools 
or BOARS, has stalled due to the debate on the matter nationwide.

After a small airplane went down near Willits, the family of the pilot says 
he had traumatic head injuries after trying to save his girlfriend. Mendo 
Fever reports the aircraft crashed Monday east of Willits and the pilot is 
on life support after he threw himself on top of his girlfriend when he 
knew they were going to crash. The girlfriend has reported internal 
injuries after she pulled her partner from the plane. The FAA’s 
preliminary report says the plane crashed after it experienced engine 
issues while landing on a private strip, then burst into flames. Apparently 
the pilot was trying to land on an airstrip on land owned by his family.

Former Sheriff Tom Allman out with praise for his successor on the job, 
Matt Kendall. Allman penned a letter to the editor on mendofever.com 
saying he has seen Kendall grow from Deputy into a strong leader. He 
says he trained Kendall, who in 1991 was promoted from the jail, then 
worked in the North County. He says back then, he was energetic and 
smart, and listened and learned. Allman says after watching Kendall’s 
career for more than 30 years, he’s seen him mature into a true and 
disciplined leader with ethics. The letter is an endorsement for Kendall to 
continue as Sheriff.

Congressman Jared Huffman says he’s drafted legislation so 
communities can better deal with flooding after wildfires. His Post Fire 
Flooding and Debris Flow Act would include slowing and preventing 
flooding and debris flows after wildfires with grant money. It would make 
these catastrophes eligible under FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Grant 
Program (HMGP) and create a pathway so state and local governments 
can move swiftly if a storm is coming, so land, property, lives and public 
infrastructure are protected. A companion bill has been introduced in the 
US Senate by Senator Alex Padilla.

A fire burning in Napa County has blown up in size to 570 acres. A Nixle 
alert went out for mandatory evacuations in the area of 1300 Soda 
Canyon Rd. out to a dead end and there are road closures to 
accompany that. The Sheriff’s office had Deputies going door to door 
telling residents to leave as the fire spread at a moderate rate yesterday. 
They reported there were ground and air resources working the fire to 
slow the spread. The so-called Old Fire was only 5% contained last night 
and an evacuation center was set up for residents.
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Two hikers had to be rescued from near Shelter Cove, but one didn’t 
make it. The pair were swept into the ocean Sunday afternoon a mile 
north of the Black Sands Beach trailhead. The Shelter Cove Fire Chief 
told Mendo Fever they had two ocean rescue units and two beach 
rescue units on the scene along with various other emergency 
responders. There was apparently a group hiking together, when the two 
were swept away into the rough ocean water. The two were taken out of 
the water and back to the marina. Only one was conscious and the other 
was declared dead at the scene by paramedics. The Humboldt County 
Sheriff’s Office reported they were investigating how the pair fell into the 
water.

State Senator Bill Dodd’s legislation to extend gaming compacts of over 
2 dozen tribes has been approved. Dodd says it gives the state more 
time to negotiate long term agreements and allows tribes to continue on 
a path toward more self-sufficiency and economic development. Some 
tribes had already agreed to new 20-year gaming compacts with the 
state. They had temporary extensions that were supposed to expire at 
the end of the month, but Dodd’s bill gives them all an 18-month 
extension. It includes the Cahto Tribe of the Laytonville Rancheria, 
Hopland Band of Pomo Indians, Manchester Band of Pomo Indians of 
the Manchester Rancheria, Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians, the 
Robinson Rancheria and the Sherwood Valley Rancheria of Pomo 
Indians.

A man from Kelseyville who police say was driving drunk lost his 
passenger in a crash, and faces charges. The California Highway 
Patrol’s Clear Lake Area office arrested 27 year old Adryan Segura after 
his passenger, 28 year old Amy Maurie Walker-Allen died in the crash. 
Police say he crashed near the Nice-Lucerne Cutoff after making an 
unsafe turn, went off the road and down a grassy embankment, hitting a 
wire fence. Segura also had major injuries and was determined to be 
under the influence of alcohol.

A judge in California stopped a program operated by the state to spray 
pesticides on public lands and some private property because of 
potential health risks. The judge ruled the Department of Food and 
Agriculture has to stop spraying under the Statewide Plant Pest 
Prevention and Management Program within two months. The San 
Francisco Chronicle reports it comes after a state appeals court ruled the 
program violated the California Environmental Quality Act because it 
didn’t do site-specific environmental reviews or notify the public before 
they sprayed the poisons. Over 6 dozen types of pesticides have been 
used as part of the program. The Dept. of Food and Agriculture does 
have the right to appeal.

Quick work of a fire in the center divider of the 101 in Ukiah. Mendo 
Fever reports the fire started Monday south of N State St., allegedly 
started by a pedestrian wearing a black jacket. Ukiah CHP officers went 
to the scene and found a woman who matched the description and 
detained her. They say they found a green lighter on the woman. 
Mendocino Deputies also worked on the investigation with the CHP and 
arrested Melissa Beck of Ukiah. She’s charged with arson and was 
booked into jail.
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A former Deputy in the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office says he’s a 
write-in candidate for Sheriff. Sheriff Matt Kendall doesn’t have a formal 
opponent on the ballot, but now has a competitor in former Deputy Trent 
James. The registrar of voters says he qualified as a write-in because he 
secured enough signatures of support, before the deadline last week. He 
apparently came to the decision too late because as he was told he 
could be a write-in, all ballots had already been mailed to voters and 
thousands of them had already been returned to the office. James was 
stationed in Covelo and was also a Willits police officer for a short time.

A former Mendocino County probation officer says she still wants a jury 
trial in her case against and County. The defense filed a motion to 
dismiss Carley vs. County of Mendocino, which won’t be heard until next 
month. Amanda Carley’s accused her former fiancé, Ukiah Police Chief 
Noble Waidelich of domestic abuse and more. She’s due in court in the 
matter next week. Then a motion to dismiss is also supposed to be 
heard July 15th. The chief is accused by Carley of using his position for 
witness intimidation and using his power position to get out of criminal 
prosecution. Carley claims the County and City of Ukiah tried to protect 
Waidelich.

After reports of a pickup truck catching fire in the Brooktrails area, 
several resources rushed to the scene. Mendo Fever reports the fire was 
on the truck and an attached utility trailer which sent smoke into the sky. 
A resident told the news site the fire was out within about 15 minutes 
and didn’t spread. There were a couple of water tenders and three trucks 
on the scene with a Deputy from the Sheriff’s office. The Brooktrails 
Volunteer Fire Department posted on social media they responded with 
the Willits’s Little Lake Fire Department and CAL FIRE.

Quick work of a vegetation fire near Laytonville. Firefighters on the 
scene yesterday afternoon after reports of flames in the 44000 block of 
North Highway 101. Mendo Fever reports fire engines, aircraft, a 
helicopter, and a dozer were headed there, but were not needed as 
forward progress stopped on the fire, which the news site says was 
about as big as a football field.

Congressman Mike Thompson, who happens to be the Chair for the 
House Gun Violence Prevention Task Force has introduced a bill with 
some colleagues to protect children from gun violence. Thompson along 
with House Judiciary Committee Chair Jerry Nadler and House Judiciary 
Crime, Terrorism and Homeland Security Subcommittee Chair Sheila 
Jackson Lee have introduced the Protecting Our Kids Act. The three 
House members say the legislation is needed and offers more than 
thoughts and prayers. Instead Thompson says it will help end gun 
violence by “raising the age to purchase certain firearms, cracking down 
on gun trafficking, ghost guns and bump stocks, supporting safer storage 
of firearms, and banning large capacity magazines often used in mass 
shootings”. Thompson says he’s a life-long gun owner and hunter.
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Thousands of teachers in Calif. have quit their jobs since the pandemic 
started. Several more Ed Source reports quit after in person learning 
restarted. The news site reports many were burnt out already and when 
kids returned thought things would get better, but then the social-
emotional trauma children were dealing with kicked in. The report says 
students regularly came to school late, got into fights with each other, 
interrupted lessons and ignored teachers. The report also says many 
teachers are retiring early. Thousands retired in 2020. They cited the 
pandemic as a main reason. And in a survey by the country’s largest 
union, over half said they would leave the teaching profession earlier 
than expected. 90% said it was due to burnout and pandemic-related 
stress.

Three Black women have been honored in the wine industry for 
promoting diversity and equal opportunity. The North Bay Business 
Journal reports the Association of African American Vintners honored 
Monique Bell for contributing to education at Cal State Fresno, Theodora 
Lee the founder of the Black Vines Wine Festival and Dorothy Gaiter, a 
former wine columnist at the Wall Street Journal. The trio got their 
awards at Santa Rosa’s DeLoach Vineyards May 21st. The Association 
of African American Vintners says they’ve been getting more inquiries on 
memberships ever since the murder of George Floyd in 2020.

State Senator Mike McGuire says there is not much time left to get ready 
for fire season. McGuire calls the outlook for this year‘s fire season—in 
his words—hellacious. He is worried that there may not be enough 
firefighters, so he has introduced a bill in Sacramento that would allow 
CalFire to hire and train more than 1,100 new recruits. McGuire says 
CalFire currently falls short of the recommended staffing level of three 
firefighters per engine. The union that represents the CalFire workers 
says the state should use some of its record budget surplus to ensure 
enough firefighters before it is too late.

As if we needed a reminder that fire season is coming fast, CalFire 
crews have been working a 570-acre fire just outside Napa since 
Tuesday. The latest info shows 65 percent containment, with optimism 
that the predicted weekend rain will help get full containment. 
Investigators are looking for the cause of the fire.

A man from Lakeport will pay a heavy price for drunk driving. The 
Record-Bee reports that 36-year-old Steven Pruitt has been sentenced 
to 5 years for a fatal crash in September. Pruitt pleaded no contest 
earlier this year to charges he was under the influence when he crossed 
the center line, hitting the other vehicle. That driver, 64 year old 64-year-
old Lonnie Sullivanof Clearlake Oaks died. Pruitt was also ordered to 
pay a $3,000 fine.

A program to encourage summer reading starts tomorrow in Lake County. The theme of this year’s edition of the annual challenge is to read beyond the beaten path. Children, teens, and adults can win prizes, including stickers, small toys, a Kindle Fire tablet, or local business gift cards. The library says the challenge is a great way to get people to dive into a good book over the summer months The library website — http://library.lakecountyca.gov. has the information.

http://library.lakecountyca.gov/
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Robotic taxis are a thing, have you heard? California regulators have 
given the thumbs up for a robotic taxi service where passengers would 
enjoy driverless rides in San Francisco only for now. Cruise got 
unanimous approval from the California Public Utilities Commission. The 
company owned by automaker General Motors got the permit even 
though there have been safety concerns raised about the taxis not being 
able to pick up and drop off passengers at the curb, so they’ll have to 
double park in traffic lanes. Another company with driverless taxis owned 
by Google has been doing the same since fall of 2020, but in Phoenix, 
AZ.

Mendocino joins a dozen other counties that have drifted back into the 
CDC’s high-level range for COVID19 cases. That means the federal 
agency would like folks in those counties to wear facial coverings in 
public indoor settings. A spokesperson for Sonoma County says they’re 
not going to do a mask mandate yet, but the Public Health Officer has 
not ruled it out. The CDC considers cases per-capita along with 
hospitalizations to measure community risk. A county with at least 200 
cases per 100,000 residents is at the “medium” level, Sonoma County 
recorded 299 as of yesterday, Mendocino had 206. The others noted 
with high levels are Del Norte, El Dorado, Marin, Monterey, Napa, 
Placer, San Benito, Santa Clara, Sacramento, Solano and Yolo counties.

The Department of Cannabis Control says companies with cannabis 
licenses who’ve been impacted by the drought emergency can request 
disaster relief. The department’s disaster-relief authority reported 
recently that state licensees can request temporary relief from certain 
regulations. They have to fill out the proper forms and send them to the 
Dept. of Cannabis Control. They look at each case individually, for 
instance, some of the items they say they’ll consider: curbside pickup at 
retailers in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and evacuation of 
cannabis and cannabis products in response to major wildfires.

Elon Musk to the rescue… or not. The Siskiyou County Sheriff is hoping 
so. They’ve tweeted out to Musk to help them fight illegal cannabis 
grows. Apparently, the office got the idea after several tweets last week 
to the Governor’s office for help. Sheriff Jeremiah LaRue, who also 
happens to be the youngest sheriff in California, says those in the area 
claim it’s racism at work because they’re mostly Hmong or of Chinese 
descent. The Sheriff says that’s not true, and racism or discrimination 
claims are being weaponized so they can’t enforce illegal grows. He 
says he tagged Musk in his latest appeal to get anyone to respond, and 
that since Musk is smart and rich, maybe he can help.

A man from Hemet got off after a jury couldn’t reach unanimous verdicts 
for two misdemeanor DUI charges. 26 year old Joshua Dickerson was 
charged by the Mendocino County DA in 2017 for driving drunk and 
driving a motor vehicle with a blood alcohol .08 or greater, both 
misdemeanors. But it was a mistrial, the jury split 11 for guilty to 1. But 
then Dickerson admitted he was responsible for the drunk driving case 
and for misdemeanor resisting arrest.
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Another extremely dry year upon us so those using Russian River water 
are being ordered to cut back on water usage. Those who get their water 
from Lake Mendocino and Lake Pillsbury are affected by curtailments 
just announced. It’s because PG&E has asked the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) to release way less water. At the same 
time the General Manager of the Russian River Flood Control and Water 
Conservation Improvement District says last year’s variance was the 
same, but water managers were expecting a lot more this year because 
of the storage levels in Lake Pillsbury. PG&E’s letter to the Fed says if 
they released more water, Lake Pillsbury would be too low and could 
become unstable, then affecting Scott Dam. 

A reprieve for the owner of a restaurant put out of business… The 
Clearlake City Council on the precipice of demolishing the Sunflower 
restaurant says the owner has to immediately get the proper permits to 
renovate or the dilapidated lakeside building will be torn down. During a 
special meeting yesterday owner Roopa Shekar’s appeal which was 
previously denied was heard again. The old Lakeshore Inn, which was 
once a bustling hangout, has long sat unattended. The Sunflower 
Chinese restaurant took over, but closed in 2018 after being deemed a 
health and safety hazard, then a public nuisance. The owner had not 
done anything the city asked so the city was set to demolish the building. 
The owner claims she didn’t know it was under an abatement order and 
asked for more time, which has been granted.

Lawmakers are reportedly considering ways to save water, potentially 
offering farmers money for not using water. There’s a proposal in the 
state Senate to spend as much as $1.5 billion to buy “senior water 
rights”. Senior water rights are for some farmers who are allowed to take 
as much water as needed from rivers and streams for the sustainability 
of their crops. But if the state owns the rights instead, the water would 
not be used, as a way to save endangered salmon and other fish. Since 
the state has a record budget surplus, some Democratic lawmakers are 
considering the plan to buy senior water rights which is part of the 
budget negotiations with the Governor. $1.5 billion could buy about 
200,000 acre feet of water.

They’re at it again Mendocino, charging exorbitant amounts for gas. A 
Chevron in the coastal village is at almost $10/gallon. 3 more than the 
state average. Judy Schlafer Auto Body & Repair in Mendocino is 
charging $9.60 a gallon. She says if she didn’t, she’d soon be out of 
business. Hers is the only gas station in the town. She has charged 
more than most places in the state and has made headlines before. But 
the San Francisco Chronicle reports Schlafer thinks there are more 
expensive places in the state. The newspaper says not so fast, they 
called other resort towns and couldn’t find a more expensive spot. The 
average price of gas in California is $2 more a year ago.
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The Lake County Sheriff says he’s been informed the Health Services 
Department doesn’t have enough money to work in the jail anymore. So, 
the Sheriff will take the matter to the Board of Supervisors at their 
meeting tomorrow morning. Lake Co News reports the Sheriff Brian 
Martin was advised by the Public Health Director the Health Department 
can no longer administer the contract to supply medical services for 
inmates as they have since 1995. The news site further reports, a new 
contract will have to be drafted, so the Sheriff will ask the Board which 
county department will take over the contract.

An election regarding the ongoing discussion of the South Lakeport 
annexation is on the docket for the City Council. At their meeting 
tomorrow the council will consider approving a private financing plan for 
water system improvements as well. The annexation issue has become 
contentious, as some property owners are not into the idea, so the 
council is considering a resolution for a special municipal election in 
November. State law requires an election if there are protests. As far as 
the water infrastructure improvements, that could cost the city as much 
as $6 million dollars. The council decided last month it could be financed 
after water system improvements were identified in an August 2021 rate 
study.

Some vineyard developers in Sonoma County are accused of major 
damage to streams and wetlands after clearing 40 acres of oak 
woodlands. A complaint was filed by the North Coast Water Quality 
Control Board regarding the old Alexander Valley Ranch. Fines from the 
Board at just over $3,750,850. The claim is that developers, Hugh 
Reimers and Krasilsa Pacific Farms didn’t follow a 2019 Cleanup and 
Abatement Order, which says they have to restore the streams and 
wetlands to their previous condition due to environmental harm they 
caused. Damage was reportedly caused to headwater streams and 
wetlands by discharging sediment to tributaries of the Little and Big 
Sulphur creeks in the Russian River watershed.

The Governor has introduced a new campaign to protect kids in schools 
and Calif. communities from guns. Last Friday, on National Gun Violence 
Awareness Day, Governor Newsom announced Gun Violence 
Restraining Orders or so-called “red flag” laws. He called gun violence 
an epidemic that’s causing too many Americans to live in fear due to 
inaction. The red flag laws mean guns and ammo can be taken away 
temporarily if individuals who own them are at risk of harming 
themselves or others. This gives family members or other loved ones, or 
law enforcement the right to intervene and temporarily prevent someone 
in crisis from accessing firearms. It’s an 18 month long campaign 
focusing on outreach and education.
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The deadline to apply to be in the Mendocino County Grand Jury has 
been extended. The county’s Superior Court needs 19 residents each 
year to “investigate the operations of county, city and district 
governments… and respond to citizen complaints.” After that they send 
in reports to local agencies and officials, of which they have to respond. 
Mendo Voice reports in the past, some things jurors have investigated 
have included the COVID pandemic’s impact on local students, the state 
of emergency communications infrastructure, the lack of affordable 
housing in Mendocino County, and the role of the County CEO. The new 
deadline is June 17th.

A former Ukiah Police officer accused of inappropriate conduct and sex 
assault is apparently still featured on social media for the department. 
Mendo Voice reports Sgt. Kevin Murray is out on bail but is featured on 
Facebook. The news site has posted all of the photos online, which were 
supposed to be amusing, and one of Murray being promoted. He’s out of 
work now while facing allegations. The Police Chief Noble Waidelich is 
also facing criminal allegations, for domestic abuse. The news site also 
reports it’s department policy not to allow inappropriate content on the 
department’s social media pages. And that it will be removed if there are 
complaints. Mendo Voice says they’ve filed a public records request with 
the City of Ukiah to try to see if any reports were ever filed to remove the 
content.

Oops, Senator Mike McGuire has been saying the state will be able to 
build a rail trail and that the state has beat back Big Coal. But apparently 
there are now big money offers to buy the old railroad that runs from 
Willits to Eureka to ship coal to Asia from Humboldt Bay. At a town hall 
last week on the Great Redwood Trail, McGuire stated they had finally 
“put a nail in the coffin of Big Coal”, beating back the toxic coal train. 
There are already sections of trail built in some areas. But some areas 
have been on hold waiting for permission. Appeals were allowed to the 
Surface Transportation Board by May 31st. But the North Coast Railroad 
Company announced they wanted to buy an entire 176 miles of track. 
Congressman Jared Huffman commenting on the application, saying it 
was too late, and they should be disqualified. The Skunk Train also 
applied for 13 miles of track.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is considering a new sales 
tax to pay for water projects and fire services. At their meeting tomorrow 
morning the board will continue discussions after a unanimous vote for 
staff to draft a sales tax measure and bring it back to the full board. The 
board has apparently not decided on how much of a tax yet. The report 
also notes Measure B will be will soon be cut to 0.125% so if the Board 
wants to add three-eighths of a cent (0.375%) it would not be felt by 
residents. No word if there would be two separate taxes, one for fire, and 
one for water.
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The Superintendent of the Fort Bragg Unified School District has 
resigned. Becky Walker has been on the job since 2016, but will move 
on after getting a new job in Lake County. She’s been a math teacher at 
the middle school, and Vice-Principal at the high school, then Principal 
there. She was then Interim Superintendent of the school district then 
the Superintendent. She says she’s super excited for her new gig as the 
Deputy Superintendent of Lake County Office of Education. Her family 
will move to Kelseyville.

A man from Occidental accused of the murder of a man from Lucerne 
had a remote court appearance in the case. 26 year old Nova Maye 
Deperno was arrested in connection to the death of Ronald Meluso. His 
lawyer asked for a continuance due to missing discovery. Last month 
there were several missing supplemental reports at the preliminary 
hearing so the court agreed, the defense needed time to review them. 
The next court date is July 8th for charges with murder, burglary, vehicle 
theft and buy/sell/receive stolen property after Deperno’s arrest last 
January. He showed detectives where Meluso’s body was in a rural area 
in northern Lake County. He pleaded not guilty though and is being held 
without bail.

It’s voting day, if you didn’t send in your ballot, there are plenty of spots 
to go cast one. The measure for Anderson Valley Voters, whether or not 
to allow for a tax to help pay to renovate classrooms; upgrade 
agricultural program facilities; repair or replace roofs, water 
infrastructure, heating and air conditioning systems; construct a new 
elementary school multipurpose room; and improve student safety 
through $13,000,000 in bonds. Also in Mendocino County, 3rd District 
Supervisor, 5th District Supervisor, 2nd Congressional District, 
Congressman Jared Huffman is up for re-election. The Governor who is 
expected to easily win, has 25 contenders against him and room on the 
ballot for a write in. A contentious battle for Rob Bonta to stay in as the 
Attorney General. This is just the primary though. Also on the ballot, 
Secretary of State, Controller, Treasurer and shall US Senator Alex 
Padilla get another term? Remember, he took over for Kamala Harris 
who became the Vice President of the US. In the Legislature Senate 
Majority Leader Mike McGuire is up for another term, as is Assemblyman 
Jim Wood. Both the state and Mendocino County Superintendent of 
Schools are on the ballot as is the local DA and Sheriff, neither of which 
have competitors on the ballot, but possible write in competitors.  In Lake 
County, Congressman Mike Thompson is up for re-election as is 
Assemblymember Cecelia Aguiar Curry in the 4th District. The DA is also 
in a tight race and they’re choosing a new Board Member for the 
Middletown Unified School District.
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• Landscape with fire resistant plants and non-flammable ground cover.

A former Lake County Social Services staffer is going to jail. Susan 
Marlowe busted for stealing thousands from the agency. The Lakeport 
resident will also have to pay the money back. She used to be a deputy 
public guardian and deputy public administrator for Lake County Adult 
Protective Services but was arrested last August after the theft of debit 
cards from the department. The money was stimulus after the pandemic 
broke out. The cards totaled almost $13,000.  So, Marlowe was charged 
in March with elder abuse, embezzlement by a public officer, 
embezzlement, larceny and identity theft. She ended up with two years 
formal probation, 20 hours of community service and 120 days in jail. A 
restitution hearing is coming in August.

A springtime swell of COVID cases is being reported by the new Lake 
County Public Health Officer. Dr. Erik McLaughlin sent out notice, the 
county has been seeing a surge of cases, at nearly 11% of anyone 
testing for COVID, getting back positive results. Dr. McLaughlin says the 
number of cases has been going up steadily over the last few weeks, 
and that some nearby counties were reinstating indoor masking 
requirements. While he’s not mandating that, he is reminding to wear a 
“properly fitting mask in indoor public settings” and to get vaccinated if 
you are not already. As a reminder, if you have symptoms of Covid-19, 
to please get tested and speak with your health care provider. 
McLaughlin says the Bay Area has the most cases of all in Calif. mostly 
due to omicron, which is very contagious.

Cal Fire has put a burn ban in place, suspending all burn permits for 
outdoor residential burning in the State Responsibility Area of 
Mendocino County. The burn ban starts next Monday due to increased 
fire danger because of dead grass and hotter, drier conditions. Cal Fire 
Mendocino says the state has been experiencing an unusually early start 
to fire season because of the ongoing drought and historically low rainfall 
and reservoir levels. The chief of Cal Fire says it’s imperative we 
collectively take “preventative steps now to prepare” and they’re asking 
all Californians to do their part in wildfire preparedness:

• Clear all dead and or dying vegetation 100 feet from around all 
structures.

• Find alternative ways to dispose of landscape debris like chipping or 
hauling it to a biomass energy or green waste facility.

Campfires may be permitted if the campfire is maintained in such a manner as to prevent its spread to the wildland. A valid campfire permit is required and can be obtained online at www.ReadyForWildfire.org.

For additional information on how to create Defensible Space, Home Hardening, Evacuation Planning and how to be prepared for wildfires, as well as tips to prevent wildfires, visit www.ReadyForWildfire.org.

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
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A Nixle alert was sent out to some residents near Comptche due to 
shots fired in one neighborhood. Residents in the 8000 block of Flynn 
Creek Road south of Comptche were warned to shelter just after 
midnight last night. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Department 
reported a man with a firearm had been seen and to avoid the area. But 
then Mendocino Action News on Facebook posted Deputies were called 
to the area for a reported arson first, and a possibly intoxicated person 
who supposedly lit a trailer on fire and fired shots from an ATV.

A warrant for the arrest of a man from Clearlake ended up in the guy’s 
arrest. Police say 44 year old Robert Flores is accused of sexual acts 
with a child 10 or younger, and one count of lewd and lascivious acts 
upon a child. Cops had been following leads to find and arrest Flores 
and finally found him in Ukiah. Police found him in a business parking lot 
but he tried to get away. But a police dog named Zeus nabbed the man. 
Flores was booked in the Lake County Jail. Not a lot more info was 
released due to privacy concerns for the young victim.

In a surprise move, the Mendocino Railway which operates the Skunk 
Train has reportedly sent a request to the state Assembly Transportation 
Committee to note they support legislation by State Senator Mike 
McGuire to stop a mysterious coal train proposed in the area. It would 
have coal traveling through Marin, Sonoma, Mendocino, Trinity, and 
Humboldt counties, after first restoring the old North Coast rail route, 
long out of service. The bill would ban any money going to operate rail 
services on the North Coast Rail Authorities (NCRA) or Great Redwood 
Trail Agency’s (GRTA) rail right-of-way north of the City of Willits, and no 
state funding could be spent on a coal terminal within Humboldt County. 
The Skunk Train operator wrote they’ve never supported the transport of 
coal, they support the remote residences and communities. The operator 
says any press reports they are working with the “Mystery Coal Train” is 
fake news.

Several firefighters with CalFire gathering to prepare for the peak of 
wildfire season. They got together at the Jackson Demonstration State 
Forest last week clearing brush, putting up shelters and working with 
tools in timed drills for this fire year. The Crew Readiness Drill to see 
how quickly they can work and find any potential weak points in their 
work. The Mendocino unit making sure they’re ready for what may be 
coming. They report having 430 personnel at the ready for the season. 
They started hiring back in March and will most likely be on well into fall 
and possible winter months.
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Fort Bragg’s community garden is open for business. The South Lincoln 
Street Community Garden is located next to the CV Starr Community 
Center. Last weekend they had their grand opening with treats, music 
and activities for the whole fam. They opened for planting over winter 
months. And those attending, just missed a downpour as they left for the 
day. There are a couple of garden setups that are accessible under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act along with nearly 2 dozen other plots, 
each are 50 square feet. There’s also a greenhouse, water tanks, a shed 
and composting section.

The latest on the Measure B, Behavioral Health Regional Training 
Center. They’re meeting with local tribal leaders from across the County 
to see how they can help each other out. The agency is also working 
with the National Alliance on Mental Illness, assessing clients with harm 
reduction and the Safe RX Coalition. They’re also preparing for a 
Fentanyl awareness day in a few weeks. And Institute leaders are 
developing several projects to reduce mental health stigma Countywide. 
With that, they’re producing a podcast, participating in California’s Adopt 
a Highway program, and putting together a community education 
campaign. The money from Measure B continues help individuals 
without access to crisis after care services the same as non-Medi-Cal 
recipients.

Work has begun with Lake County Land Trust’s on Rabbit Hill Park to 
place directional signs up to help travelers along. The Record Bee 
reports the small peak in Middletown with gorgeous views started to get 
some signage last weekend. Lake County Land Trust and some locals 
were working to get the signs up to point out surrounding mountains 
including St. Helena, Cobb and Harbin. Students from Middletown High 
helped get the signs up with volunteers. Hardester’s Market donated 
tools for hole digging to mount the signs, and some spray paint. 
Students did some gardening too for general cleanup and helped paint. 
The 9 acre park where they were working was donated to the Lake 
County Land Trust 2 decades ago.

A Deputy on patrol in Ukiah has arrested a man after recognizing him 
from previous contact. Franklin Patty had a warrant for his arrest and 
was found with meth in his possession. He was held without bail since 
he had the warrant, then also arrested for possession of a controlled 
substance.

A man in Willits is busted after a call to the Sheriff’s office about a 
domestic situation. The Deputies who responded say the victim and Joel 
Neely were in a relationship and lived together and had an argument. 
The victim says they were arguing about dinner and how it was prepared 
when Neely punched her in the face. They put out a be-on-the-look-out 
alert for Neely related to the domestic dispute, and found and arrested 
him. He’s charged with domestic battery and held on $25,000.00 bail.
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A man in Covelo has been arrested after an assault. Deputies say they 
found a victim with injuries to their face. They said their boyfriend of the 
last two years, Jose “Johnny” Santiago, had hit the victim in the face with 
a large piece of wood a week ago. Plus, he took her car and damaged it. 
Her family gave her a ride to the Covelo Fire Department, then a be-on-
the-look-out (BOLO) alert was put out for Santiago. The next day Round 
Valley Tribal Police picked up Santiago. A Deputy arrested him after for 
Domestic Battery, Assault with a deadly weapon and Battery causing 
serious injury. He was held on $30,000.00 bail.

Three people in Laytonville have been arrested after a car with out of 
state, dated registration tags was spotted. Two people were contacted in 
a driveway as another walked away. The driver was Chad Mallett, and a 
backseat passenger, was Marie Manning. The guy walking away was 
identified as Bradley Mallett. Deputies found drug paraphernalia and 
marijuana in the vehicle. And the driver admitted he had warrants for his 
arrest. Also, a Deputy found a fixed blade knife with him, and pepper 
spray on the woman. Mallett indeed had 3 warrants out of Humboldt 
County, so he was arrested for possessing a dirk or dagger and pepper 
spray in the car and held on $35,000. The one who walked away was 
arrested for being under the influence while on Post Release Community 
Supervision and was held without bail.  And Manning was arrested and 
held on $15,000.00 bail.

Some election results. Since Sheriff Matt Kendall only had a write in, last 
minute competitor, he sailed to a win with 95% of the vote last night. 
Competitor and youtuber Trent James only got about 150 votes. The 
contentious Superintendent of Schools race looked to be going to 
incumbent challenger Nicole Glentzer who won 52% of the vote against 
Michelle Hutchins. It was an easy win for 3rd District Supervisor John 
Hashak who got over 70% of the vote in a landslide and in the 
5th District, Ted Williams got 85% of the vote. And in all of the 
uncontested races, the Assessor-Clerk-Recorder, Auditor-
Controller/Treasurer-Tax-Collector and DA were all safe in their jobs.

Congressman Mike Thompson, in the 4th District easily won his primary 
with 66% of the vote against Matt Brock. Mike McGuire, the state Senate 
Majority Leader had a healthy lead in his primary with 68 percent, 
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry won 66 percent. Assemblyman 
Jim Wood had almost 73% against his primary challenger. Lake 
County’s Assessor Recorder goes to the incumbent, Rich Ford and the 
DA, which was a competitive race, went to the incumbent Susan Krones 
with a healthy win. Bryan Pullman won a seat on the Middletown Unified 
School Board.

The offices for the Sheriff Brian Martin, Superintendent of Schools Brock 
Falkenberg, District 2 Supervisor Bruno Sabatier and District 3 
Supervisor Eddie “EJ” Crandell were all uncontested, so they essentially 
all won reelection.
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The Governor’s new budget includes a bunch more money for school 
districts and charter schools. There would be $4.5 billion more than what 
Newsom is proposing for the Local Control Funding Formula lawmakers 
released. This is just a draft budget, but it would mean some of the 
Governor’s ideas wouldn’t make it into the final budget, like a literacy 
proposal and changes to language learning and reading. They would cut 
money for maintenance at K-12 facilities and money for dual enrollment 
and career pathways. Legislative leaders are reportedly following the 
same revenue projections Newsom used.

The Governor is trying to help with the infant formula shortage, signing 
an executive order against price gouging. Due to a recall and supply 
chain issues because of the COVID-19 pandemic, it’s been a challenge 
to get formula for some families. Some places are jacking up the prices 
of what they do have. Even eBay had auctions going on for formula. The 
Governor’s order says sellers may not charge more than 10% over the 
price they charged on Feb. 17th. And the state Department of Public 
Health’s Women, Infants and Children, or WIC, broadened the list of 
eligible brands that can be purchased with their benefits.

The Noyo Theatre in Willits has opened a 21-and-older viewing area. 
The owners changed a screening room into a lounge where patrons can 
buy beer, wine and cider. There are state-of-the-art antigravity chairs 
with a big screen to watch films and enjoy adult beverages. Those 
imbibing may not bring their drinks into the lobby and nobody under 21 is 
allowed in the lounge. The lounge only seats 33 people at a time. There 
are also wheelchair accessible spots.

Two people in Redwood Valley have been arrested for being in 
possession of guns in a car. Deputies on patrol saw a black Dodge 
Charger driven by Ashley Lenhart and knew her and that she had a 
suspended and revoked driver’s license. They also spotted various 
vehicle code violations, so they stopped her. There were two men in the 
car with her, 23-year-old Jermaine Watson from Clearlake Oaks, and 22-
year-old William Hutton from Clearlake. They searched the car and one 
guy said he had a gun on him and turned it over. Driver Lenhart and 
passenger Watson were both arrested. Lenhart for the five misdemeanor 
warrants and driving on a suspended license; and Watson for carrying a 
loaded firearm in a public place and carrying a loaded handgun for which 
he was not the registered owner. Hutton was released at the scene 
without charges.

Those who live in Mendocino County are being asked to finish up a 
survey if they were impacted by fires in 2017 and 2018. The Prevention, 
Recovery, Resiliency and Mitigation Division reminds the state 
Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) 
ReCoverCA Program Disaster Housing Assistance Survey before the 
end of July. It’s for eligible homeowners looking to get grants of up to 
$500,000 if they’re still in the process of rebuilding. Those impacted by 
2020 wildfires will have their chance to apply shortly. Announcements 
will be made.
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If you or anyone you work with has further questions about ReCoverCA, 
OOR, or other disaster recovery resources, please contact HCD by email 
at ReCoverCA@hcd.ca.gov or call (916) 202-1764.

More info on the report of shots fired in Comptche earlier this week. The 
Sheriff’s office reports getting a call late Monday night to the 8400 block 
of Flynn Creek Road because someone was yelling, firing a gun and 
driving an ATV around. Deputies say there was another call about a fire 
in the area so with firefighters they reported to the scene. Firefighters put 
out a fire on a trailer. They found Michael McSorley to be the suspect for 
the arson and an unreported assault Tuesday. A 36 year old man was 
reported to be the victim. He reported McSorley was armed with an “AR-
15 style” rifle and shot it near the victim’s head, threatening to kill him. 
He also hit him multiple times with his hands and feet. McSorley was 
arrested yesterday, but a SWAT team had to help. He’s charged making 
criminal threats and assault with a firearm and held on $250,000 bail.

Cal Fire and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers are conducting a 
prescribed burn at the Coyote Valley Dam. It starts Monday at 5:00 P.M. 
and will about four hours with smoke visible throughout the Ukiah and 
Redwood Valley areas. They say it’s to help the Corps remove 
vegetation from the face of the Coyote Valley Dam for increased access 
and visibility for a required inspection. Coyote Dam and the Fish 
Hatchery area near the base of the dam will be closed to the public. The 
burn will be conducted under very tight restrictions for the personal 
safety of firefighters and area residents.

A new study shows women, Black and Latino workers are being paid 
less than their white male counterparts at California State University. The 
study by the Calif. State Univ. Employees Union shows disparities in 
nonfaculty members are part of a failure of the salary system which 
hasn’t been keeping pace with the rest of the country. And with that CSU 
and labor leaders are reportedly negotiating a way to rework the entire 
salary structure so the university system is more competitive on the job 
market. The report looked at the salaries of about 12,000 nonfaculty 
workers at 23 campuses and in the chancellor’s office, including 
custodians, lab technicians and healthcare workers.

Leggett had a minute of fame. The tiny town appeared on the TV game 
show Jeopardy Monday. The category was “On the Coast” and the 
winner of a question then chose the “On the Coast” category for $600 
with the clue about “PCH”. It said it’s “PCH for short, this road has its 
northern terminus near Leggett, California.” The champ, who had been 
on a streak, punched the buzzer and answered the Pacific Coast 
Highway, which runs along the state. The champ had his last night 
though, even though he correctly named Leggett, losing a sixteen 
episode winning streak.
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As a reminder the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors has their 
budget talks and will broach a new sales tax subject. The meeting this 
morning will feature consideration by the Board of a new sales tax on the 
November ballot. The money received from the proposed tax would go 
for fire and/or water. Whether one or the other, or both, remains to be 
seen. At the same time, Mendo Voice reports the Citizens for the Library 
also have a tax on the ballot. They’ve reached out to the Board saying 
the competition on the ballot is not welcome. They’ve even secured 
4,200 signatures for the library measure.

A hero has been honored by folks in Lakeport. A medal of heroism from 
the city with the police chief and former fire chief in attendance. Larry 
Richardson won the honor for jumping into action pulling two men out of 
a burning home last September. At the time he was on duty at the Lake 
County Fairgrounds and says he saw smoking at the Fairgrounds Village 
Mobile Home Park, a park for those 55 and older. The fire and police 
chiefs arrived after Richardson and say he risked his own life to rescue 
two people, who were burned by the fire.  He carried one of them out. 
The two were both taken to the hospital for burns. The source of the fire 
was apparently a cigarette.

Rep. Mike Thompson (CA-05)’s H.R. 7910, the Protecting Our Kids Act 
has passed the House of Representatives. Yesterday Congressman 
Thompson’s bill with NY House Judiciary Committee Chair Jerrold 
Nadler and Texas rep and Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security 
Subcommittee Chairwoman Sheila Jackson Lee. Thompson says after 
the heartbreaking mass shootings in Buffalo, Uvalde, and Tulsa, there’s 
also everyday gun violence that often goes unreported and has to be 
addressed to save lives. If it passes the Senate, it will raise the age of 
purchase of some firearms to 21, make the sale, import, manufacture, 
transfer or possession of a large capacity magazines illegal, put new 
laws in place against gun trafficking, regulate storing of firearms and 
more.

Could California go purple? The state’s been a blue Democratic 
stronghold for years, but then the progressive San Francisco DA was 
recalled, and a billionaire former Republican is the front runner for the 
Mayoral primary in LA. He’s now a Democrat though. There were a 
bunch of close US House races in Orange County and the Central 
Valley, but those areas have always leaned Red. Attorney General Rob 
Bonta has advanced to the General, but he’s got stiff competition from 
Republicans. But Republicans have been on the losing end of statewide 
races since 2006.
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A record low turnout has been recorded for Tuesday’s primary election. 
Many races were uncontested locally, and the ones that did have 
challengers, won with staggering leads. Republican state Sen. Brian 
Dahle will face off against Governor Newsom in November. Even though 
Newsom has been bashed and battered, and faced a recall, he looks 
fairly safe in the race. Dems were also leading in races for US Senate 
with former Senator, and now VP Kamala Harris’ successor Alex Padilla 
leading in polls against Republican Mark Meuser and 21 other 
challengers. Some DA’s and other law enforcement officers across the 
state want to oust Attorney General Rob Bonta, but he has a stealthy 
lead against Republicans Nathan Hochman and Eric Early, and Anne 
Marie Schubert, the anti-establishment Sacramento DA who ran with no 
party preference. Turnout was only 16%.

It looks like a runoff for the State Supt. of Public Instruction Tony 
Thurmond. Yesterday morning with all counties reporting, Thurmond had 
under 46% of the vote. He had to get 50% to win outright. Three others, 
all closely behing Thurmond, first, a math teacher in San Francisco, 
Ainye Long, with 11.7%; then closely behind her were George Yang, an 
engineer from Menlo Park and former Republican candidate for U.S. 
Senate, and Lance Christensen, a former vice president of education 
policy at the California Policy Center, a conservative think tank.

Many already know it, the month of June is Pride Month. The Lake 
County Board of Supervisors made that official at their latest meeting, 
proclaiming it and flying a rainbow flag over the courthouse. Also, the 
Board heard from the Sheriff about military equipment usage and the 
Community Development Director reported on forming the Cannabis 
Committee. The Sheriff’s office shared their new Military Equipment 
Policy and discussed buying more drones. The Sheriff says most of the 
equipment is stored in case there’s a riot at the jail. The Lakeport Police 
Chief also chimed in with support, since there’s no SWAT team around. 
 The Cannabis Task Force we hear will have nine spots. The application 
deadline is next Wednesday.

Lake County’s Community Visioning Forum Planning Committee had 
another meeting. They’re set up to help promote tolerance, respect, 
equity and inclusion in the county. They have another half dozen 
meetings planned this year. They invite residents, county and city 
leaders along with tribal governments to attend. They hired a local 
consultant for visioning forums, Nicole Anderson, who told those in 
attendance it’s important to connect with others. There was also an anti-
racism expert on hand discussing shifting mindsets and perspectives.
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Lake County has moved into the CDC’s highest risk category for Covid-
19. The Lake County Health Department calls that change alarming 
because it shows widespread community transmission of the virus. The 
department is also worried about new stress on the county’s health care 
system. Public Health officer Dr. Erik McLaughlin says moving into the 
High Community Level does not trigger any new countywide health 
measures—yet. He says the county could consider moving back to some 
of the earlier restrictions and policies to check the spread of the illness. 
The department strongly recommends indoor masking—not as a 
punishment, but as an important prevention tool. A Health Services data 
analysis shows the county is now reporting 12 weekly cases for every 
100,000 residents, high enough to clear the bar of 200 the CDC has set 
for the High Community Level. Test positivity has also been creeping 
upward over recent weeks to 11% in Lake County. Officials say if people 
wear masks, get vaccinated, and get tested, the trend of more Covid 
cases can again go down

California’s proposed ban on gas powers vehicles by 2035 gets cool 
reception at a hearing by the State Air Resources Board. The board took 
nine hours of comments and heard lots of critics of the plan but there 
were a few supporters too. They say the proposal doesn’t go far enough. 
Among the concerns—are the effect on disadvantaged communities and 
the aggressive timeline to make the switch. Board members questioned 
both sales and charging electrics, saying the infrastructure is nowhere 
near what it would have to be by the cutoff of combustion. Members 
want staff members to address those concerns and find a path to lower 
the barriers for low-income people to buy electric vehicles. The board is 
expected to vote on the mandate in August.

Some nonprofits in Lake County competed to win a $10,000 grant. The 
Lake County Women’s Civic Club says they received multiple 
applications, all of which were “worthy causes and missions”. Six were 
chosen who had to make a presentation to the board, explaining why 
they would make an impact with the money. Ultimately, the Northshore 
Youth Club won the grant.  The nonprofit sponsors local academic and 
extracurricular enrichment activities to kids 5 to 18 years old like 
basketball league, football, cheer, and even rock music camp. The group 
is 80% funded through donations and sponsorships and 20% through 
minimal registration fees.

A man from Ukiah has been arrested after Deputies, on a welfare check 
of a woman couldn’t find her. They called her family who found the 
woman who they say may have been with her boyfriend, Anthony 
Ocampo. The two were found parked in a car and after questioning the 
pair found she had been abused over a couple of days last weekend. 
Deputies also found there was a restraining order between them, and 
that Ocampo was on felony probation due to interactions with the 
woman. He was arrested for Felony False Imprisonment, Felony 
Criminal Threats, Felony Violation of Probation, Misdemeanor Domestic 
Battery and Misdemeanor Violation of Restraining Order and held 
without bail.
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A woman from Philo has been arrested after reports of domestic 
violence against a man. Deputies called to a home earlier this week 
along with fire and medical personnel. They say the woman there, 
Margaret Farley, seemed drunk and was not helpful. They then found a 
man with a wound to his eye and say the pair had been drinking together 
when she punched the guy in the face. They arrested Farley for 
Domestic Violence and held her on $25,000.00 bail.

Deputies in Ukiah had to use Narcan on a man they found unresponsive. 
They reported last Friday to the 1300 block of North State Street finding 
the man with a faint pulse, barely breathing. Someone else at the scene 
said the guy had used fentanyl and eventually became unresponsive, so 
the Deputy gave him a 4mg dose of Narcan, then a second one, when 
the first didn’t work. Medics arrived, but after the guy awoke, he refused 
more help. The Sheriff’s Office reports since they started to use the 
antidote in 2019, there have been thirteen situations that saved the lives 
of thirteen people.

Lake County is reminding about PTSD awareness. And the US Senate 
declared June 27th Post Traumatic Stress Disorder Day. The 
Department of Veterans Affairs’ National Center for Post-Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) says probably 6% of residents in the United 
States will experience PTSD at some point in their lives, and that about 
12 million adults experience PTSD annually. Lake County reminds if you 
have PTSD, you’re not alone, and if you know someone who may be 
suffering, or if you need help, it’s available through Behavioral Health 
Services. The Director of the agency says “It’s okay, to not be okay”.

https://www.apa.org/ptsd-guideline/patients-and-families/seeking-therapy

The Mendocino County Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder Katrina 
Bartolomie announced there are still ballots from Tuesday’s primary 
election as part of the official canvass. On Wednesday, the county still 
had several thousand Vote By Mail ballots to process and count and a 
few hundred Provisional/Conditional ballots to review, process and 
count. By law, any ballot that is postmarked by Election Day (June 7), 
they’re required to accept thru Tuesday, June 14th. The office will 
update their unofficial results within 2 weeks and post it on their website. 
By law they have 30 days from the date of the election to certify.

A new report from Cal Fire says once again PG&E is to blame for a 
massive fire. This time the energy company is being called out for an 
“excessively delayed response” that contributed to the Dixie Fire last 
year. It ended up being the second-largest wildfire in California history. 
Investigators said the spread of the nearly one-million-acre fire was 
caused because PG&E was too slow to react after one of their power 
lines malfunctioned near the Cresta Dam in Plumas County last July. 
They got there about ten hours after ignition and the fire was too big at 
that point. PG&E was already blamed for the fire and made a deal to 
avoid criminal prosecution.

https://www.apa.org/ptsd-guideline/patients-and-families/seeking-therapy
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The largest utility, which has been consistently blamed for causing 
wildfires in Calif., has pleaded not guilty to involuntary manslaughter 
related for another. Pacific Gas & Electric is being blamed for the death 
of four people and the destruction of hundreds of homes in Redding after 
the Zogg Fire in 2020. The fire swept through rugged terrain, swallowing 
up 200 homes and charring Nearly 90 square miles. State investigators 
say a pine tree fell on one of the utility company’s distribution lines. 
Afterwards Shasta and Tehama counties sued, saying the company was 
negligent by not removing the tree which was earlier marked for removal. 
Millions of customers are serviced by the utility giant which filed for 
Chapter 11 bankruptcy 2 and a half years ago after multiple fires were 
started by aging infrastructure.

A man who once lived on the streets of Ukiah is going to prison for 
nearly 2 decades for attempted murder. 67-year-old David Giusti will be 
an elderly man before he’s eligible to be released after a jury convicted 
him of attempted murder in the first degree, the personal use of a deadly 
and dangerous weapon in the commission of the attempted murder and 
inflicting great bodily injury on the victim. Plus, he had a previous Strike 
conviction when he went after another homeless man in March of 2020 
who was trying to sleep on a loading dock which Giusti said was his 
camp. The victim had about forty head wounds after Guisti hit him with a 
metal bracket attached to a long handle. His previous strike was similar, 
he attacked someone in the head with a glass bottle.

A man from Cobb in trouble with the law after an altercation at a 
barbecue. The DA charged 23-year-old Hunter Toles after a shooting. 
He was arrested Tuesday and appeared in court yesterday on Zoom. 
Police who responded say there was drinking going on at the gathering 
where Toles grabbed a shotgun and fired off three shots. One hit a 
woman at close range. She reportedly had non-life-threatening injuries. 
He’s charged with attempted murder, assault with a firearm and battery 
causing serious bodily injury for shooting the woman, along with special 
allegations of personally and intentionally discharging a firearm, personal 
use of a shotgun and inflicting great bodily injury on the female victim. 
He faces charges for two other people too who were not hit by the 
gunfire. He faces three life sentences if convicted of the charges and is 
held in jail on just over 3 million dollars bail. He claims it was self-
defense.

A former Kelseyville man who went to prison over 30 years ago for child 
abuse and murder will not be paroled. The Board of Parole Hearings 
said no to convicted murderer and child abuser, 61-year-old Leonard 
Scott Snider who was found guilty in August of 1990 for first-degree-
murder of a 3 ½ year old boy from Lakeport; and for the felony child 
abuse of another young boy. At the time he got 31 years to life. He had 
been in trouble several times for domestic violence against girlfriends, 
including threats and physical violence. An 8-year-old boy testified 
against him that Snider had been seriously abusing him. Then the three 
year old boy was severely traumatized by Snider and died. He blamed 
the girlfriends. Snider’s next parole hearing is in 2027.
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COVID case rates in Lake County are surging again. The Public Health 
Office reports the county has landed in the CDC’s “High” community 
level. The federal agency has a three tier scale. The Public Health 
Officer reminds to wear masks in public indoor spaces, get tested if you 
think you’ve been exposed, and stay up to date on vaccinations. He says 
there are no mandates, but that reassessing measures may be 
necessary to avoid devastating outcomes if case rates continue to rise. 
Health officials say these are all recommendations and shouldn’t be 
seen as punishment, but a powerful tool in avoidance of more severe 
outcomes.  The county is reporting 212 weekly cases for every 100,000 
residents and test positivity close to 11%.

The Ukiah High School Summer Academy program is accepting new 
applicants. It’s for incoming 9th graders to be set up for success as a 
member of Wildcat Nation. Kids get a crash course in high school 
activities, they get to meet teachers, learn the school campus and get to 
know high school and college preparation requirements and strategies 
for excelling as a freshman in high school. Students will also be 
introduced to potential careers in the trades, and they get to take field 
trips to nearby colleges. In the past, that has included UC Berkeley, UC 
Davis, San Francisco State, Humboldt State University, Sonoma State 
University, and Mendocino College.

Applications can be accessed on the Ukiah High website and the Ukiah 
Unified School District Facebook page.

A man seen sitting in a car in Willits who was known to be wanted on a 
warrant has been arrested. A Sheriff’s Deputy saw William Lee in the 
driver’s seat of the parked car and approached. He then searched and 
found several grams of meth in the car. A woman with Lee, Denesa 
Cleek was searched, and the Deputy found a collapsible baton, can of 
pepper spray, meth and drug paraphernalia used in the sale of the drug. 
She was arrested and held on $50,000 bail and Lee was held on 
$55,000.

Anthem Blue Cross in Calif. is being fined a bundle for breaking a couple 
of rules about out-of-pocket expenses. The State Dept. of Managed 
Health Care is charging the insurance giant $1.1 million for two 
violations, one the out-of-pocket costs, by telling customers to pay their 
office visit as part of their deductible. Over 6,500 customers shelled out 
over 9 million to doctor offices. And the insurance company never sent 
an explanation of benefits notice to well over 360,000 enrollees. The 
company says they have resolved the matter and apologize for any 
inconvenience it caused. The company had reported their own error to 
the state and will pay consumers back.  

A car crash outside Willits looks to have totaled a CHP SUV. A pickup 
truck also got damaged on
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Highway 101 and another car went over a cliff. The CHP reports 
yesterday morning one vehicle was down the cliff about 75 feet, with 
another vehicle overturned, besides their SUV. Part of the northbound 
side of the highway was closed near the Cal Fire Howard Forest Station. 
Mendo Fever reported a witness said it looked like the pickup and CHP 
SUV were on the southbound side of the highway, but the car down the 
cliff was on the northbound side.

Quick work of a small fire near Hopland. Aerial fighting stopped the 
spread of the fire. A nixle alert went out to tell folks to stay away from the 
area, but they didn’t evacuate anyone. PG&E was also on the scene.

PG&E called to work on a power line in Garberville, to find out it was 
someone’s parrot sitting on the line. His name is Simon, and his owner 
says he climbed up a vine, onto the roof of a home, then went up a 
service dropline, and onto the power line. The bird cannot fly, but 
perched it up there for a long enough that his owner got concerned. The 
PG&E worker and Simon’s owner used tools to coax him down, and he 
finally wandered into the backyard and said “Goodbye.”

The driver of a vehicle that crashed near Piercy reportedly ran into 
nearby woods. Reports say the man looked to have a head injury and an 
ambulance was called. But they were searching for the driver. Mendo 
Fever reports residents in the area were told to lock up their cars and 
stay alert for an injured driver. The Piercy Volunteer Fire Department 
Chief reported a search along Highway 101 near the incident, never 
finding the driver.

A man from Ukiah has been arrested along with a woman who police 
say attacked another man at a motel. Police got a call last Thursday to 
the Royal Motel finding a victim had been attacked with a machete and 
broomstick. Ronald Feagin and Amy Woolsey are accused of putting the 
man in the hospital with head injuries. Feagin is charged with attempted 
murder and Woolsey with assault with a deadly weapon. Apparently, the 
suspects’ child watched the entire thing, so Child Protective Services 
was also called to the motel.  Witnesses and surveillance footage show it 
started as a verbal altercation which escalated with Feagin hitting the 
victim multiple times with the machete and Woolsey hitting him with a 
broom handle. They were separated by other people there.

A Kelseyville High Schooler, against all odds, has won the 2022 Every 
Student Succeeding Award. The Association of California School 
Administrators awards students who have overcome obstacles and 
made special effort to succeed. For Lake County, Logan Jirout was the 
ninth-grade winner. He was named by the school principal and his 
teachers. There were also nominees from Mendocino, Marin, Sonoma, 
Napa and Solano counties. He was in the hospital with severe scoliosis 
which caused a bump in his spine. He had to undergo four surgeries and 
spent a month in the hospital. This all occurred as he was entering high 
school.

Hospice Services are being expanded at Adventist Health, Mendocino County. They will now also be in Fort Bragg for the first time in a quarter century. Adventist Health Home Care Services is for those with a disability, chronic illness, acute illness, or terminal illness, or someone in recovery from major surgery or injury. In Fort Bragg that includes home nurses, physical and occupational therapists, medical social workers, and home health aides. With hospice, it includes a chaplain, a bereavement director, and a medical director. The hospital system says their hospice care focuses on end of life, quality of life. To learn more about Home Care and Hospice services through Adventist Health Mendocino Coast, please visit: https://www.adventisthealth. org/home-care-services/ locations/mendocinocounty or call (707) 961-4651.

https://www.adventisthealth/
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The Lake County Registrar of Voters office is inviting the public to the 
manual tally from the Primary Election last week. They take a minimum 
of 1% of randomly selected precincts, including each contest voted on 
June 7th. They starting this morning at 9:00 a.m. The selection

of the precinct(s) to be included in the manual tally will be randomly 
chosen today. Those invited to view the tally should not interfere with the 
election process.

A new report says Cal Fire is dealing with a mental health crisis due to 
intensifying wildfires causing trauma. The Cal Matters report says some 
seek help in retreats after suffering from PTSD. The report says the 
longer and more intense fire seasons have impacted firefighters. Over 
50 have died on the job since 2006. The news site interviewed dozens of 
Calif. firefighters including chiefs and captains, plus, mental health 
experts, family members and others. The news site says there’s a 
massive, unaddressed problem due to long hours and stress. Cal Fire 
started a behavioral health program in 1999. Some interviewed for the 
report say Cal Fire has to do more because of staffing shortages, they’re 
working too much, have issues getting their benefits and health care 
coverage under the state’s workers’ comp system.

Over 2 dozen sites at Yosemite National Park have been vandalized. 
Park officials are trying to find anyone on the trail leading to Yosemite 
Falls May 20th, carrying cans of spray paint, then tagging the area. They 
say they used white and blue paint and drew on the giant boulders and 
other sites along the Yosemite Falls Trail. Park rangers got several 
reports about vandalism on the trail. They say there were 30 sites hit 
with spray paint. The smallest tag was one foot by one foot, but most of 
them were about 3 X 3, with a few that were 8 X 8.

The Lakeport annexation question will be on the November ballot after 
neighbors cried out about the idea. If there are any complaints, it triggers 
an election, it can’t just be voted on by town officials. The South 
Lakeport annexation is now going to be in the hands of under 20 
property owners in the annexation area. The City Council voted 
unanimously last week to approve a resolution for the annexation to be 
on the General Election ballot, November 8th. The city is wanting to 
annex 137 acres east of Highway 29 after the Lake Local Agency 
Formation Commission approved it. But owners of 16 of the 50 parcels 
there, protested the annexation. A protest of 25% triggers an election, 
the owners make up 36%.

A murderer from Clearlake lost his bid for parole. Richard Guerrero was 
convicted in April of 2000 for murdering Mark Boyer. There was also a 
special allegation he used a gun. The Board of Parole Hearings denied 
his parole for five more years. He was originally sentenced to 44 years to 
life. The judge at his sentencing hearing back then said Guerrero 
showed no remorse and denied doing anything wrong. Boyer was shot 
and killed during a disturbance involving 25 people at a local bar. He 
was shot six times. Guerrero first denied the shooting, then admitted it to 
cops later.
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Forward movement of a fire in Lower Lake has been stopped. Yesterday 
afternoon, the Butte Fire broke out around lunch time near the 
McLaughlin Natural Reserve. It was just about an hour before the fire 
was corralled. No injuries or damage was reported from the 30-acre fire. 
No cause was determined yet.

A voluntary water sharing program is in the works for users of the Upper 
Russian River watershed. The State Water Resources Control Board 
started to work on the program, which is said to be the first of its kind in 
the state. And the City of Ukiah was reportedly part of the team 
developing the program, which they say can offer a different approach 
than water curtailment orders. The Special Counsel to the City of Ukiah 
says the city could end up providing some water for the program, but it’s 
voluntary. The city is set to vote on taking part in the program or not this 
week. Others taking part in the planning include representatives of the 
Mendocino Farm Bureau, Sonoma Resource Conservation District, 
Russian River Flood Control District, Fish Friendly Farms, and the City of 
Healdsburg.

The legislation by State Senator Bill Dodd to extend gaming compacts 
for over 2 dozen Calif. tribes has been signed into law by the Governor. 
As noted last week, some tribes had already signed new gaming 
compacts with the state, but many did not and their time, per contract, 
was about to run out. So, Dodd drafted legislation to extend the 
compacts by 18 months, to make time for more negotiations. He thanked 
the Governor for signing the extension, which he says will provide a path 
toward self-sufficiency and economic development. Some local tribes 
included in the agreement were the Cahto Tribe of the Laytonville 
Rancheria, Hopland Band of Pomo Indians, Manchester Band of Pomo 
Indians of the Manchester Rancheria, Middletown Rancheria of Pomo 
Indians of California, Robinson Rancheria and the Sherwood Valley 
Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California.

A report says a bank statement given to federal regulators by a company 
looking to ship coal overseas via Humboldt Bay may be fraudulent. The 
North Coast Railroad Company reportedly gave the federal Surface 
Transportation Board statements showing for three weeks in April, their 
bank balance at the Self-Help Credit Union was lower than $100, and 
the most, under $3,300. Hardly enough to buy a house, and a lot lower 
than a $15.7 million beginning and ending balance noted on the 
statement. The Times Standard newspaper reports there were 
redactions, and the credit union says too many discrepancies to verify it 
was a valid statement. Congressman Jared Huffman and State Sen. 
Mike McGuire have voiced concern about the statement, with McGuire 
calling it misleading and potentially fraudulent.
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A man accused of stabbing his father to death and trying to kill his 
mother will spend more time under a conservatorship. A so-called 
Murphy Conservatorship was granted last June for Steven Michael 
Fredericks who faces two counts of murder, attempted murder causing 
injury to an elder and assault with a deadly weapon. The Murphy 
Conservatorship happens where the person of interest is pending 
indictment, or the information used to charge them is the result of a 
mental health disorder and they cannot understand the criminal 
proceedings against them. Frederick’s dad was stabbed to death in 
March of 2018, and his mom was cut, but survived. Fredericks spent 
some time in a mental health facility but is now in the Lake County jail.

The Police Chief in Ukiah is out… temporarily… or? The department has 
released a statement that Chief Noble Waidelich has been placed on 
administrative leave because of an “ongoing criminal investigation led by 
the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office.” It doesn’t say what about, but 
there’s the case of a former Deputy who’s being investigated, Kevin 
Murray, for sexual assault and drug use, and the Chief’s former romantic 
partner is suing for domestic abuse. The City of Ukiah has confirmed the 
Chief’s being paid while out on leave. Another former officer of the 
department also sued the agency for creating a hostile work environment 
after complaints about Murray allegedly sexually assaulting her. The 
police dept. said in their release that since this is a pending personnel 
and criminal matter, they wouldn’t be commenting.

A grant from Adventist Health Mendocino Coast and the City of Fort 
Bragg is going to Bainbridge Park for new soccer fields. The State Farm 
Neighborhood Assist program grant of $25,000 is paying for two artificial 
turf soccer fields. The president of Adventist Health Mendocino Coast 
says it will benefit the health and well-being of the community. Winners 
of the grants from State Farm are chosen by the public online. The 
soccer fields are part of an overhaul of Bainbridge Park, which is the 
only public playground in Fort Bragg.

For more information about the Adventist Health Foundation in 
Mendocino County, please visit:

https://www.adventisthealth.org/mendocino-county/mendocino-county-philanthropy/

A man who was in a serious motorcycle accident says he’s looking for a 
bystander who stayed with him in Laytonville after the crash, comforting 
him. 77-year-old Dave Glade says a woman, pictured in crash site 
photos, held his hand May 15th until he was taken to the hospital. He 
said it was like she was an angel and that she comforted him and he will 
never forget her. He had six fractures in his left shoulder and a broken 
rib. He was with his sons on a three-week motorcycle trip from Southern 
Calif. The crash happened on day four, Glade says. He says a proper 
thank you is in order, so he wants to find her.

https://www.adventisthealth.org/mendocino-county/mendocino-county-philanthropy/
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The Maha Guenoc Valley project is off. After a court order against land 
use approvals, the Lake County Board of Supervisors made the decision 
to rescind its approval from 2020. The first phase was approved which 
was to include 385 residential villas in five subdivisions, five boutique 
hotels with 127 hotel rooms and over 140 resort residential cottages, 20 
campsites, around 100 workforce co-housing units and many more 
resort amenities like an outdoor entertainment area and a float plane 
dock and helipads. But the Center for Biological Diversity and the 
California Native Plant Society filed a lawsuit against the project.

A man from Cobb says he shot another man in self-defense last week. 
23-year-old Hunter Toles pleaded not guilty in court this week to various 
charges including attempted murder, assault with a firearm and felony 
child endangerment because a child was there during an attack at a 
motel where a man and woman were apparently the victims… the 
woman was hit by a bullet and injured. Toles claimed he was being 
attacked and he pulled a gun in self-defense. There were three victims, 
police say, a woman who was shot, her fiancé, the man Toles said 
assaulted him, and a child on the scene. Toles is charged for the attack 
on the man and woman, with a laundry list of crimes against him. His bail 
is set at over 3 million dollars, and he’s held in jail.

Calif. lawmakers concerned about the potential of Roe vs. Wade being 
overturned, have approved a package of bills to assure abortion remains 
a constitutional right in Calif. The amendment to the state Constitution 
would mean caregivers in Calif. could not deny or interfere in abortions 
or contraceptives. Two legislative committees cleared the amendment 
yesterday. It’s moving fast they say to get it on a ballot for voters to 
approve in November. It must clear the legislature with a two-thirds vote 
before the end of the month.

Since the pandemic broke out many people were unable to make their 
rent or mortgage payments. During lockdowns across the country money 
from states and the fed came in to help. Now the state of Calif. has 
expanded a COVID-19 program to help folks still challenged to pay their 
mortgage due to the pandemic. Those who missed payments this year 
may be eligible for help from a program only designed for owners that 
fell two months behind before December 27th of 2021. Now they may be 
able to get more money for help with past-due property taxes, even if 
their mortgage payments are current. It’s for homeowners who make 
150% or less of their county’s median income.

There is no deadline to apply for the program, but the state urges 
homeowners to get their applications in as soon as possible, either by 
visiting CaMortgageRelief.org or calling 888-840-2594.
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Remember that shooting massacre at the veteran’s home in Yountville? 
The state has agreed to pay tens of millions to settle some of the claims 
after the 2018 attack by a former patient. He killed three staffers then 
shot himself. The $51 million is a one-time payout for settlement costs at 
the Veterans Home of California, Yountville. It was approved by 
lawmakers this week. A lawyer for the family of one of the employees 
killed that day, Dr. Jennifer Golick, said there are more lawsuits still 
pending, but it’s the first step in a long journey after the horrible tragedy. 
The money settles four cases by the families of three victims. There are 
still wrongful death lawsuits pending in federal court.

The Mendocino County election office is still wading through Primary 
Election ballots. The office says they processed almost 14,000 ballots 
last weekend. The unofficial results show they counted nearly 3,900 
ballots as of the day after the election. But the county has to accept 
ballots until yesterday, one week after the election. They further have a 
month to certify the election. They expect they’ll have received nearly 
18,000 ballots. The office said they thought the Primary brought about 
30-35% turnout. The manual public tally is tomorrow, where they 
randomly choose ballots for each race to verify the accuracy of the 
votes.

A woman from Clearlake found to be mentally incompetent to stand trial 
for arson, has reportedly been restored to competency and will stand 
trial. Kayla Main was apparently seen lighting fires in Lower Lake and 
was approached by police. Her lawyer after her arrest doubted her 
competency so she was examined by two doctors and the proceedings 
against her were stopped. She was committed to a state hospital and 
treated with medication. She was returned to jail soon after and 
corrections officials were ordered to continue her on meds. At a recent 
restoration to competency hearing, Main was deemed to be mentally 
competent. She’s ordered to be in court for her preliminary hearing 
Monday. When she was arraigned last year, she entered a not guilty 
plea for arson, resisting an executive officer, violating probation, 
vandalism and more. She’s held on $15,000 bail.

The US Supreme Court has ruled on a Calif. labor allowing private 
lawsuits from groups of workers who may have also agreed to resolve 
disputes through arbitration. The court overwhelmingly ruled the Federal 
Arbitration Act preempts or overrides the state law. In an 8-1 decision 
the justices supported Viking River Cruises looking to block a lawsuit by 
a former sales agent in Los Angeles. California was the only state that 
allowed these private lawsuits to help enforce labor laws. The state Atty. 
Gen. Rob Bonta said the ruling was disappointing but said key points of 
the state law are still in effect and the law of the state.
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A student from Redwood Valley has won a scholarship that takes her to 
DC. The 2022 Dream Award scholarship is for students who have 
overcome challenges to fulfill their college dreams by Scholarship 
America, the country’s largest provider of private scholarships. They’ve 
handed out over $3M in awards to 150 students in the last eight years. 
This year Marciela Rodrigues is the lucky winner. She was homeless 
due to her mother’s drug use and separated from her siblings in foster 
care. She also has dyslexia, but still excels in school. She also 
volunteers to help marginalized students, and founded the first ever 
scientific research team made up almost entirely of former foster youth.

FIRST 5 Mendocino says they have a new website. The group supports children in their first five years of life, providing families with information and resources. The group says they have four broad goals, to optimize children’s health and development, improve access to quality early learning and care, increase family resilience, and strengthen integrated and equitable systems. They provide direct support to families through their family resource center, The Pearl. For more info, visit their new site: http://www.first5mendocino.org

A big donation has come into the Mendocino College Coastal Field 
Station. The Friends of the Mendocino College Coastal Field Station and 
Natural Sciences, an affiliate of the Mendocino College Foundation, got 
$25,000 from a local community member and retired geologist, Robert 
“Bob” Blanc, for the second half of their capital campaign to restore and 
refresh the old buildings at the Coastal Field Station, near Point Arena. 
They’ve been trying to raise $250,000 since 2019 for the effort. There 
has been years of deferred maintenance and general upgrades needed 
at the college field station. Now the group reports they’re into the second 
half of the capital campaign.

The Chairman of the Lake County Board of Supervisors has put out a 
statement about the destruction of Lake Pillsbury by removing the dam. 
Chair Eddie Crandell says there’s a narrative around removing the dam, 
but it ignores the Eel River water to be diverted from Lake Pillsbury flows 
into the Russian River, delivering water to Sonoma and Marin counties. 
He says the North Marin Water District has said the river water provides 
about 70% of Novato’s water, originating from Mendocino County. He 
further states special interest groups are gambling with the water needs 
of 600,000 people while urging the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) to order the destruction of Lake Pillsbury. Crandell 
also states the idea the Russian River could run dry along the 
Mendocino-Lake County line into Sonoma County is frightening. And 
without the water in Lake Pillsbury and Lake Mendocino, regional wildfire 
danger could be further heightened.

Lake County Supervisors considered their budget at their regular weekly 
meeting. The fiscal year starts in the fall with a total of almost 
$337,456,000. That’s about $18,000,000 more than a year ago. The 
general fund though is down almost $7 million. One of the reasons that 
was down, was due to cannabis cultivation taxes. The board heard about 
staffing needs in various county departments including probation, 
librarians, maintenance, and administration. They also have 
infrastructure that needs repairing and need a new recording system for 
the Assessor/Recorder, and money to help the Public Library create a 
Mobile Library. A budget transfer was approved after the Sheriff asked 
for help with staffing shortages.

http://www.first5mendocino.org/
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The state’s getting into the home-buying business, helping families who 
can’t afford a down payment. That is if the Governor agrees. A group of 
lawmakers are proposing a billion-dollar fund as part of the state budget 
to help first-time home buyers with an entire down payment, or part of it, 
but the catch is, the state would have partial ownership. The state is 
currently the second lowest in home ownership, behind New York. But 
the new California Dream for All program is being created for low to mid-
income buyers, including families who have faced racial and economic 
barriers to home ownership. It would potentially be part of the 
negotiations on how to spend as much as a $97.5 billion dollar surplus.

A new report says some folks due unemployment benefits from the state 
had to call hundreds of times to get a human to answer. Cal Matters 
reports it’s due to the fraud after the lockdown due to the pandemic, that 
the Employment Development Department’s disability branch call 
centers were jammed. But much less in November 2021 to April 2022 
than between May and October of 2021.  A mass amount of calls came 
into the disability division in late 2021 as the department said they were 
trying to stop fraudulent claims. Many in Calif. who claim disability need 
the money to replace wages because they can’t work due to illness, 
injury, or pregnancy.

A former human resources director who sued Lake County has settled 
her wrongful termination and racial discrimination lawsuit. Lake Co News 
reports the Board of Supervisors approved the settlement with Pamela 
Nichols in a closed session, then announced the settlement by video 
later, because the Zoom link didn’t work. The Board Chair EJ Crandell 
said they approved a $500,000 payout to Nichols, and that they will 
make sure they have training in the discrimination harassment complaint 
process, continue cultural awareness training and the county will pay for 
any mediation. The former HR director was told to quit, or she’d be fired, 
and sued for wrongful termination, racial discrimination, infringement of 
her First Amendment rights to free speech and retaliation. She sued the 
county and former Administrative Officer, who recently retired.

A murderer from Clear Lake up for parole is denied. 63-year-old Edward 
Keefe Crawford was arrested for a 1987 murder, of, at the time, 28-year-
old Glenn Shoemaker. Crawford was convicted the following year and 
got 27 years to life. He and another man, Jon Christ, took Shoemaker for 
a boat ride, got out of the boat in a secluded spot, and shot Shoemaker. 
Then the two bragged about the crime, each with varying stories, and 
motives. The Board of Parole said he still posed an unreasonable risk 
and won’t have his parole heard again until 2025.
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Over 60 nonprofits have received a cash infusion from the National 
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) and Arts Midwest, including the Lake 
County Library. Over one million dollars going to the NEA Big Read to 
spur people to read 15 different contemporary books. Their aim is to 
inspire meaningful conversations, artistic responses, and new 
discoveries and connections in participating communities through 
authors with different voices and perspectives. The Lake County Library 
received a $9,500 grant for the Big Read and picked Postcolonial Love 
Poem by Natalie Diaz for 2023 programming. But they won’t get into it 
until next February.  The collection of poetry is the 2021 winner of the 
Pulitzer Prize in Poetry. Those supporting the Big Read in the county 
includes the Board of Supervisors, Scotts Valley Band of Pomo Indians, 
Mendocino College Lake Center and Lake County Campus of Woodland 
Community College.

For more info, visit arts.gov/neabigread for more information about the 
NEA Big Read. Organizations interested in applying for an NEA Big 
Read grant in the future should visit Arts Midwest’s website for more 
information

After Mendocino Deputies were tipped to a domestic argument on 
Highway 20 in Fort Bragg, they made an arrest. Apparently, a woman 
met Deputies in the driveway of the home, with bloody injuries. She told 
them she was in a fight with her partner and he threw her to the floor. 
Legen Dean Edge was contacted by Deputies, who say he had no 
injuries himself. But they arrested him for Domestic Violence Battery due 
to evidence at the home and booked him into jail on $25,000.00 bail.

Cal Poly Humboldt in partnership with Mendocino College and others are 
getting several million dollars for a new Redwood Coast K-16 Education 
Collaborative. Also involved, Sonoma State University, UC Davis, 
College of the Redwoods, the Offices of Education in four counties, and 
ProjectAttain! They’re all working together to increase access to 
education for underrepresented students in Del Norte, Humboldt, 
Mendocino, and Lake counties. Those who attend will learn all about 
careers in health care and education. It’s all part of the state of 
California’s K-16 Education Collaboratives Grant Program.

A man from Boonville has been missing and was last seen with a group 
of other people walking into the woods. 25-year-old Jesus Mendoza’s 
family says they haven’t seen or heard from him since Tuesday. His 
sister says he was with an unknown group that included three men and 
five women in the Hendy Woods area. The family says he’s never been 
gone for more than one night and he has medical conditions. Plus, his 
sister says, he left his phone and wallet at home. He’s described as 
5’11” with a thin build, about 150 pounds, with brown hair and brown 
eyes and he has a tattoo of a broken heart behind his right ear. He was 
last seen in black shorts. He has multiple nicknames, “Junior”, 
“Shotgun”, and “Shotty”.
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The chair of the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors has sent a 
letter to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (“FERC”) in 
response to PG&E looking to vary the flow of water for the Potter Valley 
Project (the “PVP Project”). The company filed a variance request with 
FERC to reclassify the 2021- 22 water year type to Dry/Critically Dry 
which lowers the water flow from the East Fork Russian River, drastically 
reducing the amount of water, potentially damaging aquatic and riparian 
environments.  The county doesn’t think the energy company has 
demonstrated the need for the drastic curtailment, and the company 
didn’t consult the county’s Drought Working Group. The county is 
therefore asking for certain rules to be followed by PG&E during the 
severe drought.

Volunteers for the Point Cabrillo Lightkeepers Association and the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 87 allowed visitors into the historic lighthouse for 
the first time in over 2 years. Visitors once again climbed to the top of 
Mendocino’s historic Lighthouse first lit in June of 1909. It’s the same 
Fresnel lens lit back in the day. The 1000-watt halogen bulb serves as 
an Active Federal Aid to Navigation and is owned and operated by the 
United States Coast Guard.  The lens is maintained by volunteer 
members of the local Coast Guard Auxiliary.

The City of Ukiah has an acting Police Chief. Captain Cedric Crook, a 24 
year veteran of the department and an officer since 1998 will take over 
as interim Chief since Chief Noble Weidelich is under investigation. 
Weidelich is on paid leave as the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office 
investigates an unknown criminal matter. The Sheriff Matt Kendall 
reportedly asked Sonoma to investigate. He’s also being sued by his 
former fiancé and may be somehow embroiled in investigations into his 
former Deputy Kevin Murray who’s being investigated for sex assault, 
meth use and burglary. And yet another former Deputy is suing saying 
Murray attacked her. Supposedly this investigation is unrelated to the 
case by his ex fiancé, and is a new allegation against the chief.

The Fort Bragg City Manager, about to start the job soon, is asking to 
get out of his contract. John Ford of Humboldt County says it’s due to a 
conflict with his son’s middle school and his wife doesn’t want to move. 
Ford also said it would place “significant stress” on his family and not 
allow him to be “socially involved in the Fort Bragg community as the job 
mandates.” He also said it was a difficult realization after meeting locals 
and seeing how well run the city was. He said the city deserved a leader 
not torn between his family and the city. The mayor commented they 
were disappointed, but understood his priority of family first. The city has 
recently chosen a new police chief and says they’ll release more info on 
that shortly.  

Three new police officers have been hired by the Fort Bragg Police 
Department to reach full staffing levels. The three went to the College of 
the Redwoods Police Academy in Eureka for six months of training. The 
trio graduated last Friday, and on Monday they were sworn in at the City 
Council meeting. They are Antoinette Moore, David Franco and Tyler 
Baker, all from the local community. They now have to go thru intense 
Field Training.
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A green light from the Mendocino County board of supervisors on a new 
sales tax measure for fire mitigation, fire emergency services and water 
retention. At their budget meeting last week, the board voted on a draft 
version of the measure and will take a final vote July 12th. If they pass it 
next month, then it goes to voters in November. The Mendocino Voice 
reports speaking to the Board Chair, Ted Williams who says it’s part of 
public safety, and he thinks the county hasn’t done enough to support 
fire and ambulance. Supervisors didn’t specify the amount of the tax, 
which will no doubt come up in the ongoing negotiations in the next few 
weeks.

The Clearlake City Council gave their final approval to the latest budget, 
with much more money because of several million dollars in grants and 
increased revenue. The budget for the fiscal year 2022-23 at nearly 
$39,117,000 in expenses and around $37M in revenue. The general 
fund is about 8 mil and revenue, just under that. The council had a 
workshop before their regular meeting last night to go over the budget. 
They unanimously voted on it. Some of the items included almost 
$15.5M in grants from PG&E, due to the Sulphur fire, and property and 
sales taxes totaling $11.2 million.

A giant ugh coming your way as July 1st the state is due to increase gas 
taxes. Gas is already ridiculously high, but a scheduled increase to the 
excise tax rate is starting anyway, at about 3 cents/gallon more. The 
average in the state for regular gas is $6.44 a gallon, compared to the 
national average of $5.01. But the governor has criticized the latest 
budget draft saying it failed to provide “more immediate, direct relief to 
help millions more families with rising gas, groceries and rent prices.” 
The governor mentioned tax relief for gas prices in his State of the State 
speech in March. Some lawmakers have called for a one year 
suspension of the gas excise tax so gas companies could pass 100% of 
the savings on to consumers, but that proposal was voted down.

So some juvenile prison workers can stay on the job, the governor and a 
½ dozen labor unions have hammered out a bonus deal. CalMatters 
reports taxpayers will pay the $54.5 million for the incentive payments of 
up to $50,000 for some workers. It’s believed to be the biggest retention 
bonuses the state has ever given to employees. The Department of 
Finance reports the agreements for 1,019 direct care and 211 non-direct 
care employees. The state Dept. of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
manages the Division of Juvenile Justice. They say they hope the 
bonuses will keep workers on the job amidst widespread staffing 
shortages since the governor announced dismantling the division by 
June of next year.
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A group of folks in a private Ukiah Facebook group decrying the cost of 
homeowners insurance. One said they had their rates raised twice as 
much as last year, and 2 dozen others responded pretty quick with the 
same or even more. One person posted that their rates quadrupled over 
the last year. Others chimed in that it was likely from wildfires. One of the 
respondents was an Insurance Agent and said if you live outside the city 
limits you may be required to buy the Calif. FAIR plan, he also said many 
would have probably lost theirs had the Insurance Commissioner not put 
a moratorium on cancellations for a year. He also said to call the 
Commissioner to complain about higher rates, it could help.

The Mendocino Cannabis Department has been approved to use tax 
waivers for delinquent taxes. The announcement for the LEEP Waivers 
last week will begin today. But there’s a catch, it’s as long as the entity 
being taxed pays all of the penalties and interest that’s due. To be 
eligible for the LEEP Waiver, you have to be LEEP Certified.  The last 
payment was due May 31st. They are called true ups, and those who are 
delinquent on the true ups can be penalized up to 10% with monthly 
1.5% interest starting June 1st. If you don’t pay the 2021 true up amount 
and penalty by this June 30th, that’s next Thursday, there will be an 
additional 25% penalty and 1.5% interest on July 1st.

A man in Ukiah has been arrested after a Deputy noticed a non-working 
taillight on their car. Last Friday, someone parked on N. State Street was 
contacted by the Deputy. They checked the records on the driver, 
Nicholas Britton and the passenger, an adult female. Britton was found 
to be on formal probation with terms to obey all laws and submit to 
search. So, the Deputy searched and found drugs in a plastic baggie 
and arrested Britton. He’s charged with Felony Violation of Probation 
and Misdemeanor Possession of a Controlled Substance and held 
without bail.

A man from Ukiah who police say was illegally camping and using a fire 
to warm up has been arrested. A Deputy responded to neighbors 
complaining about Richard Cauckwell. They found him sitting next to a 
fire and burnt sticks. They say hot embers were within a couple of feet 
from dry bushes and trees. His clothes looked to be charred from the fire 
and Deputies said they believed it was because Cauckwell was not 
being cautious around the fire. He also had a torch lighter on him as 
burning is banned in the County. It was also in the area where the 
Hopkins fire burned last year.  Cauckwell was arrested for Felony 
Recklessly Causing Fire to Forest Land and Misdemeanor Careless 
Starting a Fire and held on $15,000.00 bail.
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The Ukiah Police Chief is out for good. Chief Noble Waidelich was 
reportedly fired, but we haven’t a clue why. A couple of online 
newspapers are reporting Waidelich was terminated after receiving a 
press release from the city on Friday afternoon. The City Manager said 
Waidelich’s badge and service weapon were confiscated early last week 
after recent events showed the city the chief was not a good fit for the 
city, and the community deserved better. The City has not officially 
commented other than to say Waidelich may have violated police 
department policies, and it was not part of another criminal investigation 
by the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office (SCSO) requested by our Sheriff. 
The Mendocino Voice says they were told to check back in two weeks 
for more.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors had a meeting today, but 
due to the Federal Holiday for Juneteenth, has canceled.  Tomorrow 
there’s a packed agenda for the regular Tuesday meeting. Some of the 
items include discussion and possible action including directing staff 
about the proposed consolidation of the auditor-controller/treasurer-tax 
collector offices.  The staff’s recommended action is to move forward 
with consolidation. They’ll also discuss a bunch of road work, resolving 
any bid protests and awarding transportation contracts to the lowest 
bidder for work in the Willits/Brooktrails area.

PG&E has announced a new protocol during wildfire season and hot 
weather, automatic blackouts. The company announced on Friday, the 
sensitivity of over 1,000 circuit breakers for wildfire season have been 
sensitized even more to reduce fire risks. They’ve done it before. This 
will be the second season for the Enhanced Powerline Safety Settings 
Program. It started right after the Dixie Fire, about a year ago. How it 
works? Settings automatically turn off power for a region when PG&E 
equipment comes into contact with anything that might start a wildfire: 
like a tree branch or anything else suspicious. There were hundreds of 
instant power downs last summer. Even though folks were up in arms 
when they had immediate blackouts, sometimes for hours, PG&E 
responded that they were able to prevent wildfires and would expand the 
program this year.

Fire restrictions have been put into motion by the Bureau of Land 
Management on public lands. This is for their Arcata Field Office in Del 
Norte, Humboldt, Trinity, and Mendocino counties starting tomorrow, 
June 21st. And they will keep the restrictions in place to help prevent 
wildfires until further notice. This is on top of the BLM year-round 
statewide fire prevention order. The Northern Calif. District Manager 
says most wildfires in the state are human-caused, so, the fire 
restrictions are an important way to help protect public lands and nearby 
communities from wildfire. He says the National Interagency Fire Center 
predicted there might be large fires again this summer, above normal 
due to the drought.
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Three new Cal Fire grants have been awarded to the Mendocino County 
Fire Safe Council. The $3.5 million dollars will be spread over three 
years to use for a bunch of projects to reinforce wildfire safety in areas 
around the county. Cal Fire’s been working with the Fire Safe Council to 
find which regions are the highest priorities. They found that almost the 
entire county is in high or very high fire-hazard severity zone. The 
biggest chunk of the grants was for $2.5 million to cover safer 
evacuation and firefighter access near Yorkville, Laytonville, Lake 
Mendocino, and Willits. There will be roadside clearing to remove 
branches and brush to make the roads safer for residents and 
responders and create a fuel break to stop advancing fires. The other 
two grants to study areas for future prescribed-burns and road-clearing 
projects, fuel breaks and environmental clearance and studies.

At the latest Mendocino Countywide Drought Task Force meeting they 
looked at possible curtailments being considered of water flowing to 
Russian River water users. They’re also considering a task force that 
would solely look at water issues, and an ordinance designed to monitor 
commercial wells. After the Board of Supervisors sent a letter to the Fed 
about the Potter Valley Project, word also came the State Water Board 
could begin sending notices for water curtailment to Russian River water 
users. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission also ordered PG&E 
to start the surrender process of their Potter Valley license as some who 
depend on the water coming through the project are on the edge of their 
seat to see if they’ll have to curtail water use too. The committee heard 
that the water in Lake Pillsbury is considered a “normal” water year and 
the flow into Lake Mendocino is slowly filling.

Folks are littering the earth so Marin, Sonoma, and Mendocino Counties 
are working together for education to the public and tourists to reduce 
the amount of litter and waste in coastal regions and watersheds. The 
three counties have entered into a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) with the non-profit Leave No Trace. They will help with the 
campaign and help the counties work with federal and state agencies, 
federally recognized tribes, non-federally recognized tribes, local 
jurisdictions and land managers, Sonoma County Tourism, and other 
community-based groups across all three counties. The bilingual 
campaign starts before the end of the month to educate and influence 
visitors this summer to be courteous stewards of the land. It comes as 
state beaches and public parks have more visitors each year. More than 
10 million visitors to the three counties, as over 55,000 pounds of trash 
were plucked from the coast in the three counties last year alone.
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PG&E reports undergrounding equipment in many fire prone areas, 
including several projects in Lake County. The hardening work in the 
county is for about 15 miles of overhead distribution powerlines and 21 
miles in high fire-threat areas to try to curb this year’s wildfire risk. The 
regional VP of the North Coast Region says they’re trying to evolve with 
California’s changing weather conditions, working year-round. Besides 
undergrounding work, he says they’re also installing stronger power 
poles with covered conductor. He says the undergrounding will reduce 
ignition risk by 99 percent on undergrounded circuits and save the 
energy company money on temporary repairs and recurring costs like 
vegetation management. They may also be able to cut back the amount 
of public safety power shutoffs too. The company’s been planning to 
bury 10,000 miles of distribution powerlines across the state.

A community workshop on the housing crisis is planned in Point Arena. 
Tonight at 6pm the city’s hosting a Zoom meeting to update residents 
and other stakeholders in its Local Coastal Program which they say will 
make it easier for developers to put up housing in Point Arena. The city’s 
housing team will be on hand. Those leading the meeting will talk about 
potential changes to the housing plan, talk timelines and allow time for 
comments, suggestions and ideas.

A free Large Item Dump Day is being held by Caltrans, the County of 
Mendocino, and Solid Waste of Willits in Gualala. It’s part of the 
governor’s $1.1 billion Clean California initiative. It pays for the event, 
and other similar campaigns to rid litter from public spaces across the 
state. Residents are being encouraged to dump unwanted, bulky items. 
This Saturday from 10 am to 2 pm, at the South Coast Transfer Station. 
They’re limiting items to furniture, appliances, tires (only 9 per load), and 
other large, bulky household items. They’re not accepting construction 
materials, business waste, e-waste, mattresses, hazardous waste, 
treated wood waste, or asbestos. Dump Days are also planned in Del 
Norte, Humboldt, Lake, and Mendocino Counties.

The Governor is putting money into Mental Health wellness work, saying 
the entire country is dealing with a crisis. He announced nearly $519 
million dollars in grants for services and housing options for people with 
severe mental illness or substance abuse problems, including the 
unsheltered. It’s part of Governor Newsom’s CARE Court proposal, to 
deal with the homelessness crisis with a different approach to get people 
off the streets and cared for. There will be treatment beds for over 1,000 
people at a time, and behavioral health services for others. The grants 
were announced during a meeting Newsom hosted with families of those 
who have a loved one in crisis, many that are homeless. As part of the 
campaign, Mendocino County is receiving just over $7,700,000.
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The latest election results in Mendocino County have been released by 
the Mendocino County Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder’s office. There 
have been 9,776 ballots tallied since the election 2 weeks ago and the 
office reports they have around “roughly 11,500” ballots left to count. Of 
the major measures and campaigns locally three of them are pretty 
much the same. For the 5th District Supervisor and Chair Ted Williams, 
3rd District Supervisor John Haschak, and Mendocino County Sheriff 
Matt Kendall. All of them were in major landslides. But in another race, a 
surprise winner emerges, the County Superintendent of Schools. The 
incumbent Michelle Hutchins looks to be out with challenger Nicole 
Glentzer ahead with about 10% of the vote. The Sheriff had a last-
minute write-in opponent in a former Deputy, Trent James. He only 
grabbed about 11% of the vote. Incumbent Matt Kendall leads with 89% 
of the votes. The election will be certified in a couple weeks.

In Lake County, the Registrar of Voters Office reports they plan to certify 
the election results by July 7th, a month after the Primary. As a reminder 
all vote-by-mail voters who got a a “Signature Verification Statement” or 
an “Unsigned Ballot Envelope Statement”, the deadline for the Registrar 
of Voters office to receive the completed forms either by US Postal 
Service, fax, email, or in person is Tuesday July 5th as well. The office 
will not count any vote-by-mail ballot if the completed and signed 
Statement is not returned by then.

Cal Fire is reminding all that fireworks are illegal in Mendocino County. 
They say nearly half of all Independence Day fires are caused by 
fireworks, more than any other cause. And they say kids are at the 
greatest risk. The Cal Fire Unit Chief Luke Kendall is reminding folks in 
the county to do their part and help prevent wildfires and injuries caused 
by fireworks, especially when we are in a severe drought and current dry 
conditions make the risk extremely high. The state also has a zero 
tolerance for the use and sale of illegal fireworks. Cal Fire is working with 
law enforcement and firefighting agencies to take illegal fireworks away 
and prosecute anyone found to be in possession of them.

The Citizens’ Committee for the Library Initiative have reportedly 
submitted signatures on petitions for a renewal of Measure A. That’s for 
a one-eighth of a cent sales tax. They’re also requesting the sales tax 
from Measure B be extended for 40 percent for building improvements. 
The Friends of the Library have been trying to get folks to sign their 
petitions so the Measure appears on the November ballot. The 
committee was formed specifically to get Measure A passed to provide a 
permanent funding mechanism for the Library and Bookmobile.
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PG&E is reminding folks to sign up for their Family Electric Rate 
Assistance Program. The company says thousands of income-eligible 
customers live in Lake, Mendocino and Humboldt counties, and that they 
could save as much as 18% on their monthly electric bill by enrolling. 
The program allows for discounts on electricity bills for households with 
three or more people who are income eligible but have yet to sign up. 
PG&E says there are as many as 3,199 households in the three counties 
who may be eligible and less than 25% of eligible PG&E households are 
enrolled in Northern and Central California.

The pandemic does not seem to be the reason this particularly popular 
Lake County event is canceled. The Lake County Chamber of 
Commerce sent out an email last week they were no longer sponsoring 
the Clear Lake Seaplane Splash In, so it’s canceled. It had been 
planned for June 24th to 26th, this weekend. It would have been the first 
time since the pandemic started the event would be held, and the 
40th Splash In. But the Splash In Facebook page said it looked as 
though the Chamber would not be the lead organization in future years, 
but there were a group of folks interested in carrying the event in future 
years.  Lake Co News reports organizers were reaching out to potential 
future participants for a 2023 revival of the event.

The latest doctor to be the public health officer for Lake County is out. 
The county put out a statement last night that after less than four months 
on the job, Dr. Erik McLaughlin, resigned. He was on the job the shortest 
amount of time than any other permanently appointed Public Health 
officer in Lake County in 20 years, starting in March. It comes after the 
last public health officer, Dr. Gary Pace resigned a year before, and he 
and a couple other docs were filling in as interim officers during some of 
the worst days of the pandemic. The Lake County Board Chair EJ 
Crandell said they were excited to have Dr. McLaughlin in the position, 
but it didn’t end up being a long-term fit. The county says they will 
announce next steps in the coming days.

A new teaching credential is being offered in Calif. The state 
Commission on Teacher Credentialing has given the greenlight to a 
credential for pre-k through third grade. Any teacher who receives the 
credential will have to prove they’re trained in how to teach reading. 
Apparently, there’s a similar credential but it does not include literacy 
instruction coursework. Lawmakers are considering legislation requiring 
the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing report back yearly 
on progress about teachers being able to teach reading with a literacy 
performance assessment by 2025.
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The cost of gas is put a strain on big rig operators. A new report says the 
U.S. trucking industry is struggling due to inflation in diesel prices since 
the fall of 2020. Prices way higher than they were during the $5-a-gallon 
peak in the summer of 2008 during the global economic crisis. The 
average for a gallon of diesel has gone up over the last year nearly 70% 
to nearly $7/gallon. Now there are concerns there could be a fuel 
shortage. Truckers and others with fleets of diesel vehicles pay 
commercial fueling centers or get bulk deliveries, but still it’s around 
$7/gallon. Some companies also report losing drivers, as they want to 
work closer to home, causing a major headache for them.

Since the Lake County Board of Supervisors had to follow a court order 
and rescind permits for the planned Guenoc Valley resort, the company 
planning it, says it’s still on. Lotusland Investment Holdings reports they 
have not given up the planned 16,000-acre resort and housing 
development near Middletown. They apparently have consultants 
working on a plan for the surrounding area, with needed evacuation 
routes, traffic studies and a master plan for the community, after the 
judge looking over their plans voiced concerns. Look for a supplemental 
environmental impact report by the end of next month.

The world’s oldest profession might have new laws. A bill to 
decriminalize sex work is heading to California Governor Gavin 
Newsom’s desk. The L-A Times reports the measure would rescind the 
misdemeanor law against loitering in public for the purpose of engaging 
in prostitution. Newsom has 12 days to sign or veto the bill.

Something is fishy in San Francisco as people in several neighborhoods, 
say that small fish have been found in odd places-like roofs, on 
sidewalks, on park trails, and on windshields of parked cars. It doesn’t 
smell of crime though. Experts said they are smelt and they suspect that 
birds like pelicans are just dropping their huge loads of the four- to six-
inch-fish as the fly toward their nests.

The decision on Roe Vs. Wade could be coming, so Calif. is allowing for 
the expansion of abortion care. The state’s also looking at ways to 
protect abortion providers as the state’s expecting a lot of demand from 
out-of-state women. The Bay Area News Group reports the procedures 
demand has been on the decline in Calif., but the state is seen as a safe 
haven for many who would have to leave their home state for the 
procedure. Leaked documents earlier this year showed the Supreme 
Court was likely overturning the law by ruling on a new Mississippi 
abortion law, expected this month or early next.
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company says their Enhanced Powerline Safety 
Settings (EPSS) are protecting as many as 3 million people in high-risk 
fire areas in their service area. That adds up to about 1 million 
customers who will see immediate power downs, within one tenth of a 
second if something comes into contact with their equipment. The 
company said this would help reduce wildfires and now says there were 
170 circuits with this ability last year. And with that, the company says 
they saw an 80% reduction in reportable ignitions in High Fire Threat 
Districts, compared to the previous three-year average.

A group of residents in the county have formed Climate Action 
Mendocino. They came together about four to five years ago to create 
the 2022 Climate Emergency Resolution for Ukiah. This declared a 
climate emergency, which the Ukiah City Council passed unanimously 
last week. Mendo Voice reports that means the city will beef up its 
renewable power sources and energy-efficient lighting; maintain wild 
lands; promote biodiversity and carbon sequestration; and expand 
sustainable water practices. One of the founding members of Climate 
Action Mendocino says the city was very receptive to them. So, they 
adapted resolutions from Sonoma County for Ukiah’s unique needs and 
circumstances. So now the city has a blueprint of how to move forward 
to protect the environment.

After the pandemic lockdown a bunch of people applied for 
unemployment in the state. And a lot of the claims turned out to be 
bogus. The state reports getting back as much as $1.1 billion in unused 
unemployment benefits this week. The money was parked in nearly 
800,000 Bank of America debit cards that were never used. State 
officials got with officials at the bank to be sure the money wasn’t for 
legitimate claims and once all was confirmed, the state took the money 
back. State officials can’t confirm why the money wasn’t used. There 
were other fraudulent claims outside of the state too, but Calif. was 
reported to be the largest victim of fraudulent unemployment, with most 
of the money going back to the U.S. government, not the state.

In Clearlake, a bit of stinky work for police. One of the agency’s officers, 
Sergeant Ramirez came upon a stuck skunk. Mendo Fever reports the 
animal had stuffed itself into a bait box. The skunk’s head was stuck and 
it was dragging the box with it as it trotted around. Officer Ramirez along 
with his K9 partner Eagle got the skunk out of the box without spraying 
the pair.

Cal Fire reports being ready for peak wildfire season by staffing up 
across the state and working on fuel reduction and forest health projects. 
This means Cal Fire is staffed up 24/7. They also have all aircraft ready 
and staffed. They report nearly 111,000 acres have been prepared for 
the peak wildfire season, which is way more than their goal of 100,000 
acres by 2025. The Cal Fire Chief says they’re ramping up for a year 
round fire season. And the Governor commented they are taking 
aggressive action to protect communities and make forests more 
resilient. But he says there’s still a lot of work to do.
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A new report says even though Calif., is one of the richest states in the 
nation, it has some of the poorest residents. The Public Policy Institute of 
California reports last July, 1 in 6 Californians were not “in poverty but 
lived fairly close to the poverty line” and that 34% of the state is “poor or 
near poor.” And the 25 lowest earning counties include some in the 
Emerald Triangle. Trinity County was the lowest earning in the state, 
Humboldt was the fifth lowest. Lake County is the sixth lowest earning 
county in California and Del Norte, seventh. Mendocino County was 
somewhat better, but still down there as the thirteenth lowest earning 
county in the state. But apparently Trinity, Humboldt, Del Norte, and 
Lake were better off during the worst days of the pandemic than 
Mendocino, and also Sonoma, Marin, and most Bay Area counties in 
general.

A woman walking along Highway 20 in Nice has been hit and killed. 
Later on, William Len was arrested after being connected to the 2013 
Toyota Sienna that reportedly hit Amanda Arney.  Search warrants were 
served after an investigation by the Lake County Sheriff’s Office and Len 
was found in Clearlake. He’s charged with felony hit-and-run and 
vehicular manslaughter and booked into Lake County Jail.

Nearly 2 dozen projects have gotten the greenlight by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, including one in Lake County. Grant money from Proposition 1 will pay for projects to restore and protect multi-benefit ecosystem restoration and protection. $26 million dollars-worth of work, with almost all going to 15 projects across the state. About 5 more for the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. That includes $350,000 for the Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians for work in the Kelsey Creek Fish Passage. There are more projects under consideration. You can read all about the Prop. 1 Restoration Grant Programs and apply for a grant at the agency’s website: http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/grants.

A new report under Proposition 13 shows it’s still an obstacle to buy a 
home in the state of Calif., if you’re not a white person. The report says 
white homeowners get yearly property tax benefits that people of color 
do not. The law works out to give a more than 80% higher break on 
average than Black homeowners and over twice the tax breaks for 
Latinos. The report shows unequal wealth building in Calif., which has 
the second-lowest rate of homeownership in the nation. The Opportunity 
Institute and Pivot Learning, a nonprofit, did the study. They looked at 
four decades of information about government revenue, the housing 
market and its impact on generations of homeowners.

Tens of thousands of public safety employees in California are finally 
getting pandemic bonuses. 42,000 workers are getting $1,500 each due 
to union agreements. The Newsom administration negotiated with 
unions for state correctional officers, California Highway Patrol officers 
and public safety employees, from park rangers to lifeguards. They’ve 
been campaigning for the bonuses since early on in the pandemic. Many 
state workers could work remotely, but public safety personnel were on 
the front lines, dealing with several outbreaks at prisons, hospitals and 
other state facilities. The money’s for those who are part of the California 
Correctional Peace Officers Association, the California Association of 
Highway Patrolmen and the California Statewide Law Enforcement 
Association, according to agreements posted by the Human Resources 
Department.

http://www.wildlife.ca.gov/grants
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At last weeks public health update in Mendocino County the office said 
there’s another wave of cases, but it shouldn’t peak until around 2 weeks 
from now. The Mendocino County Public Health Officer Dr. Andy Coren’s 
prediction of early July on top of the Independence Day holiday. Last 
Friday Dr. Coren said there’s clearly a wave, but not like previous 
surges, so that’s a good sign. He said the current wave is due to 
subvariants of the Omicron strain. He says if we follow what happened in 
other countries and in New York City, the cases look to be on the 
downward slope of the shoulder. He says Calif. has had less people in 
the hospital than New York, but there are even more sub strains now 
that are even more contagious. The county is in the medium risk tier of 
the CDC’s three tier system.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors looking at applicants for its 
Cannabis Task Force and worked on the Cannabis Grant Program with 
the Treasurer/Tax Collector at their last meeting. The list of applicants 
were to fill positions on the ad hoc committee. They had over a dozen by 
the June 15th deadline, but no Tribal applicants. They had been hoping 
to have at least one before June 28th. But there was confusion on the 
deadline and problems with the online application system. So they 
decided to extend the application deadline until July 12th.

Nursing home advocates looking to reform the troubled system are 
against an amended bill in the Legislature they say is a step backwards. 
The executive director of the Calif. Advocates for Nursing Home Reform 
says the Assembly Bill “codifies and endorses the current system” which 
“nourished the worst operators in the state”. Patricia McGinnis wrote an 
opposition letter to the Chair of the Senate Health Committee who were 
set to hear the bill this week. Others say the amended bill is a step 
forward in regulating who owns and operates nursing homes. 
Assemblyman Jim Wood is one of the authors of the bill. He says he and 
his co-author are trying to move the bill forward. CalMatters reported last 
year the state licensing process featured indecision, confusion and 
years-long delays.

The latest budget has been adopted by the Little Lake Fire Protection 
District (LLF) board of directors. During their monthly meeting last week, 
the preliminary budget got a greenlight. They had to add more money 
into transportation due to skyrocketing prices of gas. They’ve been 
looking to add another firefighter with the application period set to close 
a week ago. The Fire Chief said he was hoping to have a chosen 
candidate by next week after looking over resumes and conducting 
interviews. They heard from various department heads on outside 
trainings, a visit by local kindergartners and say there will be a live burn 
ahead of fire season in Laytonville. They responded to 21 rescue calls, 
25 traffic related calls, two hazardous conditions calls, seven service 
calls, two false alarms and one special incident.
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It doesn’t look like a lot will change for women who want an abortion 
after today’s historic U S Supreme Court decision overturning Roe v 
Wade. California WILL likely experience more women from out of state 
coming here because abortion is illegal where they live. The state has 
been anticipating the influx of patients by budgeting services for the 
uninsured, programs to increase the number of providers, and to help 
with the cost of traveling from other states. Just today, lawmakers 
passed a bill that would shield providers from civil lawsuits if they care 
for patients from states where abortion is banned. Governor Newsom is 
likely to sign it.

The Bureau of Land Management has an updated fire prevention order 
prohibiting numerous activities on public lands. It now 
includes Lake County an earlier ban that covered Mendocino County 
and several others in Northern California. The order basically bans ANY 
burning on federal land—including cigarettes as well as target shooting, 
target practice, and welding torches. The Bureau says most wildfires 
have a human spark, so it is important to be proactive to STOP fires 
before they even start. That ban went into effect today.

It’s a no for a proposed water and fire tax for the Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors. At Tuesday’s meeting the Board considered a 
proposal for a three-eighths of a cent sales tax, where 40% of it would 
pay for water resiliency projects and the other 60% would go to fire 
services. Altogether, the projection was that would bring the county $7 
million a year. One supervisor was vehemently against the water tax and 
came with backup information on money spent on the Potter Valley 
Project which cost the county a bundle. A couple of local news sites 
report they’re against the tax, but Mendo Fever reports fire chiefs around 
the county are all for it. And there are others supporting the proposed 
tax, but no matter, the board instead asked the county’s lawyer to draw 
up an ordinance with a quarter cent tax for fire services alone. The tax 
would last a decade.

A woman from Willits has been arrested after being found with a bunch 
of drugs that looked to be for sale. Amanda Sizemore was stopped by 
Deputies who say she was alone and they noticed a plastic baggie with 
more than an ounce of marijuana in it. They searched the car and also 
found meth, two more pounds of marijuana, LSD and drug paraphernalia 
associated with selling illicit drugs. They also say she was not allowed to 
have pepper spray, but they found some of that. She was arrested and 
held on $25,000.00 bail.
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A man in Hopland’s arrested after Deputies got a report of a drunk guy 
on Highway 101. Deputies found Mark Pivec standing in front of the 
Hopland Tap House and say he seemed drunk. They also noticed a café 
across the street had shattered windows and a car was parked in front of 
it. They say there was mustard splashed over the outside of the car, and 
blood in front of the broken window and on top of a newspaper stand. 
Pivec also had a severe cut on his hand, so he was detained. They say 
Pivec threw the nearby newspaper stand through the window of the Blue 
Bird Cafe, and threw mustard on the car, causing damage to the paint 
and dents in the body panels. He’s charged with Felony Vandalism and 
Misdemeanor Public Intoxication and held on $15,000.00 bail.

Awards for those growing Cannabis are a thing. And for the first time at 
the California State Fair cannabis cultivators were honored. Mendocino 
County was a big winner with local farms winning more than half of the 
19 awards, including “most unique” and five out of the top 10 all-around 
winners, for ten awards in all. And also in the Emerald Triangle, no 
surprise, farms in Humboldt and Trinity counties took home prices, as did 
others in Lake and Sonoma counties. The inclusion of the flower awards 
at the California State Fair was announced in Sacramento last fall. 
Those who won get to go to a special awards ceremony next month and 
will go on a promotional tour. They will not be selling cannabis at the fair 
though. Farms from Redwood Valley, Laytonville, Hopland, Willits, and 
others listed simply as “Mendocino County” were honored.

Attorney General Rob Bonta has his Republican competitor for 
November’s General Election. Nathan Hochman will compete against the 
incumbent after he won 18% of the vote in the primary. He’s also the 
candidate the Republican party was supporting. Bonta was the only 
Democrat running in the June 7th primary. The top two vote getters, no 
matter what party they’re from move forward to the General, Bonta won 
nearly 55% of the vote. The favorite of many law enforcement 
organizations Sacramento County District Attorney Anne Marie 
Schubert, running without party affiliation, only received 7.7% of the 
vote.

Congressman Mike Thompson, a gun advocate, says the Supreme 
Court overruling a NY carry conceal law “dealt a blow” for states to 
protect residents against gun violence. Thompson commented to the 
Press Democrat after the ruling was announced that he felt “troubled”. 
The NY law requires people who apply for a license to carry in public 
show why they need to. And just after several mass shootings, including 
one in NY in the City of Buffalo, just weeks ago. Thompson said the NY 
law had been on the books for more than a century and the Supremes 
“extreme ruling undermines the authority of states to responsibly 
regulate the use of firearms and will lead to more gun violence.” He says 
he’s committed to passing legislation to respect Second Amendment 
rights at the same time, protecting kids, schools, and communities.
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The Lake County Planning Commission just said no to a proposal for 
cannabis growing quite close to a vineyard in Clearlake Oaks. The 
Commission was looking at Monte Cristo Vineyards cannabis project 
yesterday with only three commissioners at the meeting, so all of them 
needed to support the idea. One voted against it. There were complaints 
from neighbors who said the grow would be too close to small 
neighborhoods. The owners were proposing 40 acres of their vineyard 
be separated and 22 acres be dedicated to cannabis growing. They also 
said they would be planting the farthest they could from their neighbors. 
Neighbors were concerned about noise, dust, traffic, fire danger and 
crime, and especially the amount of water to be used.

Independence Day celebrations are on for the Lakeshore Lions Club. 
Their annual parade, carnival and fireworks show will happen next 
Saturday. The group’s 64th annual Redbud Parade and Festival starts at 
11 am July 2nd with the theme this year, “Rocking Lake County.” There 
will be a marching band, floats, vintage cars, fire and police vehicles and 
more. The fireworks display is on at dusk after a free concert at 7pm. It’s 
the Lakeshore Lions Club’s largest fundraiser. Money goes to support 
eyeglasses and vision care for the needy, high school sports, sober 
graduation, scholarships and many other school activities, the fire and 
police departments, the senior center, South Shore Little League and 
many other causes.

A former resident of Covelo is going to prison as part of a plea deal on 
two counts of murder. The DA reports Samson Musselini Little Bear 
Joaquin was supposed to go to trial last Monday, but there were not 
enough jurors for jury selection, but this week while the two sides 
gathered witnesses before a new trial date could be set, they settled and 
Little Bear Joaquin admitted he intentionally killed Kyle McCartney and 
Traci Bland with a splitting maul/fire axe in November of 2020 in a 
remote area north of Covelo. They agreed to the 31 years to life 
sentence, the maximum allowed by law. There was no credit for time 
already served and he will be sentenced next month. He had five co-
defendants, who were all convicted for different roles in the double 
murder.

A request for a permit to have beehive in Ukiah is on the city’s Zoning docket. Resident 
Bruce Foster has reportedly applied for a Minor Use Permit for the hive in his backyard 
on Jones Street. The application is near his garden, but he has not asked to produce 
honey. The city allows one beehive per parcel in residential zones with this permit. The 
Zoning Administrator will look at the application at their meeting Thursday afternoon.

A man from Middletown charged with two counts of DUI, hit and run with permanent 
injury or death and two counts of resisting a public officer is back in court. The 
sentencing judge was not available at the last scheduled time, so they meet this 
morning for Joshua Cody Ferrell’s case. He’s accused of driving on Highway 175 in 
May of 2019, crossing the solid double yellow lines then crashing into Cole Jensen on 
the other side of the highway. The two drivers had major injuries, but Ferrell took off. 
He was caught after a brief chase and arrested but released due to his injuries. He 
pleaded not guilty last fall.
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Tens of thousands of dollars in prize money for small businesses in Lake County. The 
business competition, 1Team 1Dream is sponsoring the “Hands Up Lake County” 
Small Business Competition. The deadline to try to get some of the $85,000 is this 
Thursday. It’s the third year to choose the best start up business. They will choose 12 
businesses and a couple of alternates who move on and learn how to put together a 
sustainable business plan in a 1-day business training workshop. Then they have a 
mini competition where six small businesses and one alternate are chosen by a panel. 
Then the final stage decides who gets how much. The $85,000 is spread out with 
awards ranging from $25,000 for 1st place to $5,000 for 5th.

Intro: The California state Legislature is expected to vote, as early as today, to put a 
measure on the November ballot to enshrine abortion rights into the state constitution. 
This comes after Friday’s Supreme Court ruling to overturn Roe v. Wade and lift federal 
abortion protections. Nearly half the states were expected to immediately make 
abortion illegal. State Attorney General Rob Bonta slammed the ruling.

:11  "This 
decision is 
an attack on 
privacy, on 
freedom, on 
self-
determinatio
n, on 
equality. This 
decision is 
an attack on 
women. "

Tag: Governor Gavin Newsom signed Assembly Bill 1666 Friday. That protects 
California abortion providers from civil liability based on laws in other states that may 
prohibit people from traveling to get abortion care.

Second Cut: State Senate President Pro-Tem Toni Atkins vowed to help abortion 
seekers from other states.
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:18  "Those 
inhumane 
laws will not 
cross 
California 
borders. We 
will not leave 
women and 
families 
impacted by 
the fall of 
Roe v. Wade 
and the 
backward, 
reckless 
policies of 
other states 
without 
options. We 
will not do 
that. We are 
here to 
further rights, 
not take 
them away. "

Third Cut: After the Supreme Court decision leaked in May, Gov. Newsom proposed a 
$125-million-dollar package to bolster the state’s ability to handle an influx of patients 
from other states. First partner Jennifer Siebel Newsom, spoke out strongly against the 
court’s rollback of women’s rights.
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The following streets with be affected by the parade:

E. Commercial St., S. Main St., E. Valley St. and S. Lenore.

The following streets will be affected by the detour:

W. Commercial St., School St., Pine St., Coast St. and W. Valley St.

:14  "This is 
toxic 
masculinities 
at work in the 
highest 
court, in the 
country. 
Domination 
and control 
of women's 
bodily 
autonomy is 
so deeply 
ingrained in 
the 
patriarchy 
that 
unfortunately 
still rules our 
country."

Tag: A package of other bills designed to increase access is expected to cross the 
governor’s desk in the next few weeks. People looking for help paying for an abortion 
or traveling to get one can find information at abortionfunds.org.

To get folks who may not be aware familiar with certain mussels and their harm to the 
environment, the county has a public event during free fishing day. This Friday, the 
Mendocino County Resource Conservation District along with county staff are hosting 
the event at Upper Mill Creek Pond. They hope to talk to anglers and others to help 
prevent invasive mussels from infiltrating our water bodies. They can reproduce 
quickly, and once here, they can destroy water pipes, and boat hulls, altering the water 
chemistry, water clarity, and aquatic habitat. The event is being co-sponsored by the 
Mendocino County Water Agency, the California Division of Boating and Waterways, 
and the conservation district. As a reminder when you exit a water body with a boat or 
other vessel, clean it off of all plant material and thoroughly dry all equipment before 
launching anywhere else.

The yearly Frontier Days Parade is being held in the City of Willits. And police are out 
with a message to help folks along the parade route, by not parking on the parade 
route, detour route and parade staging areas. This week, they’ll be putting up signs 
and going door to door to give more signs to those who live along the route or in any of 
the other parade areas. The city says it’s a friendly reminder for residents about the 
special parking requirements on July 4th.
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An explosive device has been taken from near a church in Lakeport. Yesterday during 
worship services, as parishioners left Saint John’s Episcopal Church, they saw police 
on the scene, who quickly called for the area to be evacuated. The Napa County 
Sheriff’s Office bomb squad came to the church and dismantled the device. And the 
Lakeport Police Chief Brad Rasmussen says there was an accelerant, a power source, 
and some sort of shrapnel all scrunched together in the device. But they weren’t sure 
when it was found if it could be detonated. Police connected 27 year old Kayden 
Collins to the device, arresting him. They say they’re not sure what his motive was or if 
the church was the intended target.

Wild pig hunts were all the rage this year. The California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife says the latest Wild Pig Take Report had Mendocino County with the fifth 
highest Take. Out of the 58 counties in the state for the 2020-2021 season, Monterey 
County was number one. The agency reported 195 wild pigs were killed in Mendocino, 
only about a tenth of what Monterey brought in. In all, the state of California harvested 
3,950 wild pigs that year. Areas to hunt locally include the Upper Lake Ranger District, 
the Red Mountain Ranger District, the Jackson State Forest, Cow Mountain Recreation 
Area, and Covelo Ranger District.

It was a fast fire that burned in Clearlake this weekend. The Boyle Fire was threatening 
structures and triggered evacuations. The fire ended up burning under 21 acres. 
Ground and air forces were fighting the fire which was first reported in the afternoon by 
8th Street and Boyles Avenue, with winds driving the fire east. But firefighters were 
able to quickly slow forward movement after just a few hours.

Protestors took to the streets across Mendocino County after Friday’s Supreme Court’s 
decision to overturn Roe v. Wade. The Mendocino Voice reported people of all ages 
were out in Ukiah, Willits and Fort Bragg Friday night along with massive protests 
elsewhere across the country. The decision triggered by Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health. The newspaper reported a couple dozen people at the Ukiah courthouse with 
signs with slogans like, “My Body My Choice” and “Women’s Rights are Human’s 
Rights.” There were about 15 more in front of the Ten Mile Courthouse in Fort Bragg 
Friday and a bunch of high school students outside town hall too. There was also a 
group in Willits outside the Book Juggler on Main St.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors is at it again, looking for a new Public Health 
Officer. Dr. Erik McLaughlin, the last, and short lived, permanent officer tendered his 
resignation. So the Board is going to hire an employment firm to help. The meeting is 
tomorrow morning. The board to consider a $29,000 contract with Mosaic Public 
Partners to help find a new Public Health Officer after McLaughlin’s resignation last 
week. The Board is also considering a resolution to  authorize an application for a 
permanent local housing allocation program in Nice. There they hope to house 
Behavioral Health Services clients with mental health issues.

A home in Paradise is the first in the state to be designated as a Wildfire Prepared 
Home. It comes after the massive 2018 Camp Fire. The brand-new home in the fire’s 
scar, where you can still see signs of the devastation. The fire killed 85 people and 
took down almost 19,000 homes. The Wildfire Prepared Home is owned by Casey 
Taylor, who lost her home to the fire in Paradise, which was pretty much totally 
devastated. The program is being managed by the Insurance Institute for Building and 
Home Safety, in partnership with town officials to help homeowners protect their 
properties from wildfire and help lower insurance rates.
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The long-suffering, former mayor of Windsor is now being accused of raping a young 
Montana woman. Dominic Foppoli was already accused by several women of sexual 
misconduct, which got him tossed from office. The new allegation, by an 18-year-old, 
identified as Jane Doe. She claims between May and September of 2020, the then-
sitting mayor sexually assaulted her several times at events put on at his family’s 
winery, Christopher Creek. She claims the assaults included rape, forced oral 
copulation and groping. The woman, who is now 20 is represented by a lawyer in Calif. 
She says the young woman’s family contacted her in the fall of 2021. She did file a 
police report in Montana with a statement also given to the Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Office. Seven other women have accused Foppoli of sexual assault or harassment 
between 2001 and 2020, all of which, he has denied.

The state of Calif. is about to hire a bunch of bilingual teachers who are fluent in Asian 
languages. The School Districts, Ed Source reports, want to either begin or expand 
dual immersion programs in Asian languages due to “dire shortages”. The latest 
budget from the state Legislature includes $5 million for the Asian Language Bilingual 
Teacher Education Program Consortium. They’re going to be able to have the program 
at ten Cal State campuses, covering Vietnamese, Korean, Mandarin, Cantonese, 
Japanese and Hmong. Students enrolled on any of the campuses can get a bilingual 
authorization to teach English language development for students learning English, 
and to teach primary instruction in a language other than English.

A cry for help heeded at the Mendocino County Animal Shelter. The Executive 
Director, Richard Molinari, says a post on Facebook saying they were at 100% capacity 
and might have to euthanize dogs to get more kennel space helped. The Inland 
Humane Society took 6 dogs and 11 more were adopted after the post. He says they 
could still use help from residents to manage their pets, and possibly consider adopting 
more. It comes as more and more people had to surrender their pets when the 
pandemic hit. And Molinari says there are hundreds of shelters and rescue 
organizations nationwide, in the same boat. He says they’ve been running at 100 
percent capacity for six months. It’s also considered to be close to kitten season, so 
they really need folks to step up as they expect more kittens to be surrendered.

Nine former cops from Chico got their badges back, they had lost them 
in the 2018 Camp Fire. The police chief presented the former officers 
with the badges last week, one way he says, to give them closure from 
the fire. Chief matt Madden says Chico and Paradise have always been 
a very close community. He looked at the unveiling of the badges as a 
way to help people still impacted by the fire and give them a chance to 
move on. Chico’s Faith Community Group put up the money and worked 
with others to get the badges replaced, since the police dept. couldn’t 
spend money to replace the former officers’ badges. The nine officers 
were two former chiefs, two community services officers, a lieutenant, a 
captain and three officers.
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An agreement on an inflation relief package has been made with the 
Governor and lawmakers. The $17 billion package will provide 
Californians with up to $1,050 each from a new middle class tax rebate. 
The Governor tweeted it’s going to help folks buy gas and food. It works 
like this, those who make up to $75,000 a year, or joint filers at $150,000 
are getting $350 each and $350 for one dependent for a maximum of 
$1,050. Anyone making up to $125,000, or $250,000 filing jointly, get 
$250 each plus $250 for one dependent for a maximum of $750. And for 
folks earning over $250,000, or $500,000 filing jointly, get $200 each 
plus $200 for one dependent for maximum of $600.

Chances are if you’re caught with pepper spray and give cops a fake 
name, you might end up in jail. That’s what happened last Thursday after 
Deputies on routine patrol in Ukiah find two people in a car, one of them 
gave a phony name to them. Deputies say Emmanuel Cazoriamejia had 
two active felony arrest warrants and one misdemeanor from Sonoma 
County. They say he seemed to be high on something. The passenger, 
Sarah Simon owned the car. Deputies searched and found drug 
paraphernalia and a pepper spray container, which she was not allowed 
to have. So the pair were arrested, Cazoriamejia for his warrants, false 
identification to a peace officer, and being under the influence of a 
controlled substance. He was being held on $56,000.00 bail. And Simon 
was charged with possession of drug paraphernalia and being a 
prohibited person in possession of pepper spray and booked on 
$15,000.00 bail.

A man waving a gun around in Willits has been arrested. Police 
contacted Cody Caldwell and cuffed him. They say he was arguing with 
another man when the gun was revealed. Caldwell says that he felt 
threatened though, so he pointed the gun at the other guy. He was 
arrested after a witness told cops Caldwell was holding the firearm in a 
threatening manner. Plus, it was not a registered firearm, and it was first 
concealed. He’s charged with brandishing, carrying an un-registered 
firearm, and carrying a concealed weapon. On the way to jail he had a 
medical emergency and was taken to the hospital.

Seasonal fire restrictions are in place for Mendocino County. The Bureau 
of Land Management Ukiah field office issued seasonal fire restrictions 
for public lands effective immediately. The Ukiah Field Manager says 
there’s an increased risk of wildfires throughout the Northern California 
region, so they must do everything they can to prevent fires. So there’s 
no setting, building, maintaining, attending, or using a campfire or open 
flame of any kind, except within approved fire pits and grills with a valid 
California campfire permit. No target shooting, no chainsaws or other 
such equipment in forest lands. No smoking unless in a car or RV or 
designated areas. No welding or open flame torches or fireworks.

For more info about how you can prevent wildfires visit http://www.readyforwildfire.org.

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
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A former, beloved teacher will be remembered at Yokayo School. The 
school’s Site Council unanimously voted to call the library the “Carl 
Morgensen Library”. The trustees voted unanimously at their meeting 
this month. The trustees president says they’re overjoyed by the naming 
for former principal Morgensen, who was devoted to teaching thousands 
of kids in Ukiah how to read and hundreds of teachers how to teach 
reading. Morgensen was first the Principal at Frank Zeek Elementary 
until he retired in June 1994. He left for Utah, but came back a couple 
years later and worked as a reading resource teacher at Hopland and 
Yokayo Elementary schools. And at the end of his 2nd time around, was 
the Principal of Yokayo. He died in August of 2020.

A death by drowning has been reported at Lake Berryessa. Mendo 
Fever reports there was a request yesterday afternoon around, 1:20 p.m. 
for a water rescue for a possible drowning by the Oak Shores Day Use 
Area. 20 minutes later an air ambulance was canceled along with other 
resources. They announced a recovery effort instead of a rescue, and a 
dive team came out.

Here’s a new event… urchin harvesting. Folks gathered 2 Saturdays ago 
at Van Damme State Beach for a live demonstration and hear about the 
overpopulation of purple urchin, strangling kelp and abalone populations 
along the coast. The inaugural UniFest was triggered by the COVID 
lockdown. The main organizer, Cally Dym says it was important to create 
events that wouldn’t need to be canceled due to the pandemic. 
MendoParks helps with the exhibits and educational programming in 
local parks, of which Dym is a member. She says they started with three 
events, the outdoor demo, a sake seminar and an uni lunch at Harbor 
House Inn. But they added more to it, with music and a screening of a 
trailer of a documentary about kelp deforestation.

Community members are needed by the Mendocino-Lake Community 
College District board. Elections for trustee area #2 and #5 in Mendocino 
County, and area #6 in Lake County are open. It’s a four-year term. 
Those interested should apply between July 18th and August 12th.  The 
Board of Trustees of the Mendocino-Lake Community College District 
has seven members who serve the educational needs of the citizens of 
the district, regardless of national origin, religion, age, gender, gender 
identity, gender expression, race or ethnicity, color, medical condition, 
genetic information, ancestry, immigration status, sexual orientation, 
marital status, physical or mental disability, pregnancy, or military and 
veteran status.

For additional information please 
visit http://www.mendocino.edu/elections or email Mary Lamb, Executive 
Assistant to the President at mlamb@mendocino.edu or 707-468-3071.
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The Lake County Board of Supervisors says yes to the latest budget for 
the new fiscal year, but there was concern raised about lower cannabis 
tax revenues. Lake Co News reports Supervisor Bruno Sabatier voted 
against the recommended budget because of staffing increases and a 
lack of an economic development plan. It’s been standard operating 
procedure for the board to accept the budget draft in June and approve 
the final budget by September.  This year they’re looking at a general 
fund of just over $76,237,000, down nearly $7M. The cannabis 
cultivation and business tax was $6,704,000 at the beginning of the 
month, off about 1.6M from 2020-21.

They’re formally unveiling a new mural in downtown Lakeport with a nod 
to front line, essential workers. This Friday will be a ribbon cutting 
ceremony at 5pm by the Meals on Wheels Thrift Store. The mural was a 
gift to the community coordinated by the Lake County Arts Council in 
partnership with the City of Lakeport, Lake Family Resource Center, 
Lake County Rural Arts Initiative, Lakeport Main Street Association and 
others. The Lakeport Mayor Pro Tem says the COVID pandemic hit the 
community hard in many ways, and now is the perfect time to come 
together and thank those who couldn’t stay at home, like so many 
others, because they had to keep the economy and community moving. 
The mural was painted by a recent San Francisco State Univ. grad, 
Emma Wakefield of Loch Lomond.

As a reminder once again, Cal Fire Mendocino says fireworks are illegal 
in Mendocino County. The agency says as the Fourth of July holiday 
continues to be synonymous with sun, fun, barbecuing, and fireworks, 
two out of five fires during the holiday are caused by fireworks. They say 
fireworks are inherently dangerous, and children are at the greatest risk 
of injury. As we previously reported the CAL FIRE Unit Chief Luke 
Kendall is asking again to do your part to have a safe holiday, help 
prevent wildfires and injuries caused by fireworks. The risk of starting a 
fire after years of drought and with the current dry conditions is 
extremely high.

Attendees at the former Lucerne Castle participated in a two-day 
workshop on how to prevent wildfires. The Lake County Risk Reduction 
Authority was at the old New Paradigm College for the event last 
Thursday and Friday, working with local and national organizations and 
the Fire Adapted Communities Learning Network. Cal Fire was in 
attendance along with the Red Cross, North Coast Opportunities, 
various fire councils and others. There were breakout groups with Ideas 
including a fire safety summer camp, fire safety in your workforce and 
continuing these kinds of workshop events and discussions.
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Round Valley Tribal members take to the Capitol in support of an 
Assembly Bill to establish a “Feather Alert” notification system. Like the 
Amber Alert or the Silver Alert system, “Feather Alerts” would help to 
locate Native Americans who are either missing or may have been 
murdered. If that person disappears under suspicious circumstances, 
then a Feather Alert would quickly go out to notify the public about vital 
information on the missing individual. A Round Valley Tribal Councilman 
appeared before lawmakers in Senate Chambers to say they had the 
Tribal Council’s full-fledged support for the “Feather Alert” notification 
system. Khadijah Britton’s granddad, Ronnie Hostler, his wife and their 
daughter Connie were also there and spoke about the failed searches 
since Khadijah’s 2018 disappearance.

There’s been a breach of some Calif. Dept. of Justice databases that 
shows the private information of those permitted to carry a concealed 
weapon in the state. The Fresno County Sheriff’s Office announced the 
leak on its Facebook page. And the Attorney General Rob Bonta put out 
a statement saying how the public could look themselves at the agency’s 
2022 Firearms Dashboard Portal, because transparency is key to the 
public trust. But then the dashboard was immediately shut down after the 
leak. Bonta’s office has reportedly spoken to the Fresno County Sheriff’s 
Office and says they’re trying to figure out the scope of the breach and 
will be in touch with those impacted.

A home close to Hopland has burned in a fire. Mendo Fever reports it 
happened just before midnight last night in the 12000 block of Highway 
101. A single-story home was gutted, power lines reported down, but it 
was out in less than a half hour. No injuries were reported, or a cause 
known yet.

The Mendocino County Registrar of Voters reports the final results of the 
June 7th primary are in. Not much changed as the results were finalized. 
The major races being watched, Superintendent of Schools, Supervisors 
in the 3rd and 5th Districts and the Sheriff, all stayed the same. 5th 
District Supervisor and Board Chair Ted Williams kept his lead and seat. 
The 3rd District Supervisor John Haschak, also way ahead election 
night, stayed that way. And the Sheriff, Matt Kendall, who had a last 
minute, write in challenger, held on strong. The surprise that night, was 
the Superintendent of Schools race, with Nicole Glentzer winning the 
seat over incumbent Michelle Hutchins. Hutchins was endorsed by the 
former Sheriff Tom Allman and current DA David Eyster. But, Hutchins 
lost with under 45% of the vote.

Fun for the whole family as the Round Valley Blackberry Festival returns 
in person this year. The 39th festival is August 21st and 22nd in Covelo. 
Organizers are trying to raise more money though to help defray the 
costs after two years of cancellations because of the COVID19 
pandemic. They say they still had expenses because last year they 
canceled only one week before. Their GoFundMe account will pay for 
insurance, festival permits, mobile restrooms, renovations and 
maintaining the festival site, among other items. They hope to raise 
$5,000.
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After the Hopkins Fire last summer, a handful of homeowners applied for 
permits to rebuild in the fire’s footprint. Mendo Voice reports the county’s 
division of Prevention, Recovery, Resiliency, & Mitigation said seven 
homes have applied for the rebuild permits. The fire burned in Calpella 
last Sept. Nearly a year later, items removed from 21 home sites by the 
state’s Consolidated Debris Removal Program included contaminated 
ash, asbestos, propane tanks, and hazardous trees. The Governor’s 
Office of Emergency Services also announced the county would get 
back about $60,000 for the removal of the debris. In all 36 homes were 
destroyed. So, some may not rebuild or are using private contractors for 
the work.

Since the last Public Health Officer in Lake County, Dr. Erik McLaughlin 
resigned, we have a new interim officer. Dr. Gary Pace who has held this 
position before as the permanent officer and interim, is back. McLaughlin 
resigned June 21st after less than four months on the job, mostly 
working remotely. Dr. Pace went back to private practice over a year ago 
but was the interim officer on and off since then. The county had to get a 
health officer in place immediately to comply with state law. The board 
voted unanimously for Pace to join once again. The agreement for 
Pace’s services is from this week until the end of July, for now.

A small-ish earthquake has shaken California. It happened outside Cobb 
in Lake County. Only about 800 people live in Cobb, proper. The 4.2-
temblor hit minutes before 5 a.m. yesterday morning. It was less than a 
mile deep. And multiple shake reports came in from all the way out to 
Santa Rosa and Petaluma. There were a bunch of aftershocks too, but 
they were each under 2.0-magnitude. Earthquakes under about 5.4 
magnitude can feel pretty strong and are usually noticed, but usually 
don’t cause a lot of damage. And the smaller ones, under 2.5 are usually 
not noticed by most.

The cases of COVID are going up again as there are more variants of 
the omicron strain. The California Department of Public Health reported 
a statewide positivity rate at over 13%, up from 11.4% the week before. 
And the positivity rate has skyrocketed since April. The actual case rate 
is down, but testing rates are down, so it could be that there are more 
cases than we know. Hospitalizations are still going up, up 13% for the 
week of June 18th to June 25th. The BA.4 and BA.5 omicron variants 
are now the dominant strains per the CDC.

The last bit of renovations are taking place at Willits City Hall. The city 
council met last week, and the city manager said it’s their final push. 
They were closing City Hall for a day to paint and move all the furniture 
in. He said even though the public has been patient with the make-over, 
they need to wait a tad longer for completion.
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The Sheriff’s office reports having to use NARCAN on a man who 
seemed to be overdosing. Last week Deputies reported to a possible 
overdose in Ukiah. Emergency Medical Personnel asked for law 
enforcement to go out first to secure the scene because the man might 
be violent. When Deputies went to the home, they found all doors 
locked, they announced their presence then saw a man approach, but 
fall down near the door. They forced their way in, finding the man 
unresponsive. He also had bleeding superficial wounds on his face and 
neck and believed he may have been about to die from taking opioids. 
They gave him two doses of NARCAN which is an antidote that can 
reverse the effects of an overdose. The Sheriff reports they’ve saved 14 
people using NARCAN since they started using it in 2019.

After reports of a data breach at the California Dept. of Justice for people 
with concealed carry permits, the State Sheriffs’ Association says they’re 
sending an alert out to permit holders. The Association says it’s 
“infuriating” folks complying with the law have been put at risk by the 
Breach. The president of the group says they’re concerned about the 
risk for permit holders but will work with the Dept. of Justice to be sure 
such a thing doesn’t happen again in the future.  The data breach 
happened around the time the DOJ launched its “2022 Firearms 
Dashboard Portal.” Info accidentally leaked included names, ages, and 
addresses of those who have CCW permits in California.

After calls to a domestic violence situation in Willits, Deputies found a 
woman who said her partner hit her while they were driving. The woman 
lives with Daniel Arancibiaaranciba, and they have two kids together. 
She says while they were driving on Highway 101 north of Willits they 
got into a fight and he slugged her in the chest causing a visible bruise. 
They went home but Arancibiaaranciba left before police arrived. 
Deputies found him nearby and arrested him and held him on 
$25,000.00 bail.

The Mendocino Land Trust reports their biggest conservation easement 
to date. They’ve secured 5,620 acres in the Eel River watershed. The 
land also includes an area around Lake Pillsbury, which the Land Trust 
says will be forever protected now from further development and habitat 
degradation. By adding the new easement, they’ve helped to protect 
almost 25,000 acres since 1976.  The new addition is by the river 
supports Chinook salmon and steelhead, where bald eagles and osprey 
can be spotted around Lake Pillsbury, and where a herd of wild tule elk 
can sometimes be seen at the northern end of the lake.

Sheriff Matt Kendall has put out a Letter to the Editor thanking residents 
for his re-election. Mendo Fever has the letter posted where Kendall 
says during his new term his goal, with the community’s help, is to 
rebuild safer communities by restoring patrol levels across the county to 
meet public safety needs. He reminded that he grew up in Mendocino 
County and it’s his home too as it has been for generations before him. 
He also spoke about staffing issues nationwide, COVID related closures, 
recent legislation and government spending having impacted his job.
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Police in Ukiah are on the lookout for someone they say was connected 
to a shooting that put a youngster in the hospital with a gunshot wound 
to their head. Police say the male juvenile who was shot was hit on 
Mulberry Street. They got a description of the suspect and started 
searching as medics tended to the injured boy who they say was alert 
and conscious. Yokayo Elementary was on lockdown during the incident. 
Police say they’re still searching for the suspect, but don’t think they are 
armed anymore due to evidence at the scene. The only description they 
have was the suspect was a thin, white male wearing a camouflage 
sweatshirt.

Quick work by firefighters after reports of flames near the intersection of 
Canyon Drive and Rosemary Lane in Ukiah. Mendo Fever reported there 
were ground and air resources there yesterday for a ½ acre fire that 
grew to an acre and a half in grass and oak woodland. The fire had been 
reported to be burning at a moderate rate of spread with the potential to 
grow to 3-5 acres, but was out after retardant was dumped on it. The 
Laws Fire had some roads closed, but there were no evacuations or 
injuries.

Lake County’s in the running to receive millions of dollars from the 
federal government. Congressman Mike Thompson reported all the 
requests were submitted for the Fiscal Year 2023 funding legislation 
released by the House Appropriations Subcommittees. Lake Co News 
reports that included the Lakeport Armory Facility Repurposing Project, 
the Middle Creek Flood Damage Reduction and Ecosystem Restoration 
Project, and the Clearlake Burns Valley Sports Complex & Recreation 
Center Project. The projects add up to over 3.5 million dollars.

A new report says community college faculty groups who say money’s 
being spent wrong by local officials should have gone to hire more full-
time professors. So, lawmakers ordered an audit to pick through what 
might have happened with as much as $100 million lawmakers approved 
last year to hire more full timers. But the money didn’t have a lot of 
oversight, like no requirement to report to the state community college 
chancellor’s office about how the money was spent. The Legislature has 
now asked the California State Auditor to investigate.

Lawmakers have passed a new energy bill championed by the 
Governor. Republican members say they were not allowed into the 
negotiations to manage California’s electricity grid in the hottest months 
of summer. Democrats say the bill relied too heavily on dirty energy 
sources to prop up power. But even the lawmakers who ended up 
supporting the legislation called it “lousy” and “crappy”. The Governor’s 
administration added new and unexpected wording to it after, so they 
had to debate more for the addendum, or trailer bill. The new wording 
reportedly expands authority of the Dept. of Water Resources, adding to 
the language there to expand the authority of the state’s Energy 
Commission. It would also help continue operation of the Diablo Canyon 
nuclear power plant
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A man from Southern California has been killed in a crash near 
Redwood Valley on Hwy 101. The CHP reports a 36-year-old man from 
Burbank was in a 2006 Toyota Prius headed north on the 101 Monday 
night when for some reason he went into the center median and drove 
into southbound lanes by West Road. He was hit by a 2021 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee, who was not injured. But that driver’s passenger had major 
injuries and had to be taken to Santa Rosa for treatment. The Prius 
driver was not identified yet.

Intro: California is about to become the first state in the nation to give 
health care to all income-eligible residents, regardless of their 
immigration status. The Legislature is scheduled to pass their final 
budget bills this week, which should be signed by the Governor soon 
after. Cynthia Buiza with the California Immigrant Policy Center says this 
is the fulfillment of an almost decade-long push by the Health4All 
campaign.

            :14  “This is very timely, but also long overdue, because for 
many, many years, many of our immigrant workers who have contributed 
tremendously to what makes California California have gone on without 
this very important safety net.”

Tag:  The budget deal represents a huge step toward universal 
healthcare and is expected to benefit about 700-thousand people, 
starting in 2024. Opponents say the cost is too high. The budget 
includes $625 million to cover the first six months of 2024, and allocates 
2-point-1 billion per year after that.

Second Cut: Beatriz Hernandez is an organizer with the California 
Immigrant Policy Center from the Central Valley. She says this will make 
a huge difference in people’s quality of life.

            :10  “This means that they will finally be able to get the health 
care that they need to care for the chronic illnesses that they’ve been 
suffering for many years, and also be able to get the checkups that they 
need.”

Tag:  The deal was the final push to expand Medi-Cal to all low-income 
Californians. In 2015, the state expanded Medi-Cal to include 
undocumented children. In 2020 the program grew to include young 
adults, up to 26 years old. And this year the program began to accept 
undocumented adults, age 50 and older.
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