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Fines and more possible for PG& E still after the massive fires of October 
2017. The State Public Utilities Commission has reportedly started an 
investigation into whether or not there should be fines and penalties 
imposed against the giant utility for the fires. The utility company is already a 
convicted felon for the San Bruno explosion nearly a decade ago, where 
eight people were killed. For that PG&E was fined $1.6 billion in 2015 and a 
year later was found guilty for crimes committed related to the explosion.

Lake County, Lakeport and Clearlake preparing for PG&E power shutoffs 
during fire weather conditions. The Record Bee reports the Lake 
County Board of Supervisors gave the greenlight to the Public 
Services Director to buy a backup generator to power the courthouse. Other 
county facilities are all set already with generators. City Hall in Lakeport is 
prepared for as long as five days, but there’s no air conditioning. Water and 
sewer services said to be ok for a shutoff but they’re looking at buying 
another generator for the water plant. Clearlake has a generator at City Hall 
where the police dept. is also located, but the city’s reportedly looking for a 
gasoline storage system if there’s a shutoff.  So far there are no plans for an 
emergency shelter, but PG&E plans to provide two facilities in the county for 
residents to charge phones and other electronics.

Lake County’s unemployment rate has hit the lowest level in almost 30 
years. Lake Co News reports Lake County at a 4.2-percent jobless rate in 
May, which was the lowest since 1990. The news site reports the last three-
decade low was 4.5 percent last May and September. The overall jobless 
rate in May was down one tenth and the same as one year ago. The 
national unemployment rate was 3.6 percent, staying the same as a month 
before and lower than the 3.8 percent this time last year. Lake County was 
34th in the state with Mendocino hitting 3.2 percent and 20thin the state. 
Napa very low at just 2.3 percent and 5th lowest in the state, tied with 
Sonoma County.

Big honors for a local elementary school student. Fourth grader Sawyer 
Shucart from Lakeport Elementary got first place at the state level and in the 
Pacific Region. It’s now headed to the National level for competition. The 
National Garden Clubs and the National Forest Service bring the contest 
every year for first thru fifth graders to show their understanding of fire 
prevention and environmental conservation principles by drawing Smokey 
Bear or Woodsy Owl, but this year it was only Smokey, for his 75th birthday. 
Sawyer being honored at the California State Fair in July.

A presentation is being held by PG&E for their Community Wildfire Safety 
Program and Public Safety Power Shutoff. There will be representatives 
from Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) at next Tuesday’s Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors meeting.  The utility company sending representatives 
to explain the whole Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) program for 
extreme weather conditions. The presentation for the public July 9th at 1:30. 
If you can’t be there, you can find a live stream on the Mendocino County 
YouTube Channel.

A young man in Covelo taken to the hospital with gunshot wounds. Kym 
Kemp dot com reporting the 22 year old had two gunshot wounds and was 
being taken to meet an air ambulance at Round Valley Airport. The report 
over the scanner early today that the man was shot once in the chest and 
another in his arm. The report said the chest wound may have been 
affecting one of his lungs. More info as soon as we know it.



One person had to be rescued at Van Damme State Beach while out 
kayaking. It happened last Sunday afternoon after reports of a missing 
kayaker near the caves, south of the park. More than a dozen firefighters 
went to the scene with a couple of jet skis. A friend of the missing man said 
he was out paddling then disappeared. A plane used to spot fires was out 
and saw the victim and reported back to command he was paddling south of 
Van Damme toward a small beach. Lifeguards found the man and helped 
him onto a rescue sled and took him back to Van Damme where there was 
an ambulance waiting. He says his kayak overturned and he couldn’t get it 
to turn back over so he paddled to a small cove.

A fire contained in Willits. The fire reported by Blackhawk Dr. and Williams 
Ranch Rd. yesterday, south of Willits and west of the 101. Several 
firefighting agencies were on the scene.

A woman accused in the death of her one day old baby had her arraignment 
rescheduled due to mental health concerns. 24 year old Yareli Diaz was 
charged last week with the murder of her newborn Mia last year. Police say 
she gave birth at home in the bathroom, wrapped the baby up and left it in 
her car all day. It wasn’t until a friend talked her into bringing the child to the 
hospital, that she was pronounced dead. Doctors said the baby would have 
been a healthy full term newborn. The woman apparently trying to hide the 
pregnancy from her parents. In court Diaz’ lawyer said she was being held 
under safety watch in jail and that a psychologist had not evaluated her yet. 
She was being held on $500,000 bail.

A group of residents who all survived the October 2017 firestorm in one 
decimated neighborhood have come together for a reunion. Some of the 
rebuilt Fountaingrove homes the site, almost 2 years after the Tubbs fire 
burned their community in Santa Rosa. The Press Democrat reports about 
30 people got together at Rincon Ridge Park then they toured three finished 
homes where residents had just recently moved back. Nearly 1,600 homes 
were lost in the upscale Fountaingrove and Hidden Valley neighborhoods 
and only 10 percent of the fire survivors are back in those neighborhoods. 
35 percent more are under construction. Several people were underinsured. 
Word is it could take up to a decade for all of the homes to be occupied 
again.

Three homes in downtown Guerneville have been destroyed by a fire over 
the weekend. The fire broke out Saturday night about 10:45 p.m. at one of 
the homes. Two families were inside at the time the fire started, but nobody 
was injured. The Monte Rio Fire Chief says there were two men cooking at 
the time of the fire, but they don’t know what caused it. The home that 
started it all was in the middle of the three, in the same complex. The chief 
says the fire spread quickly. Firefighters came from the Russian River, 
Monte Rio and Forestville departments with Cal Fire. The fire contained in 2 
hours with favorable weather conditions and no wind.

A proposed law regarding wildfires would also mean a new safety board is 
exempt from certain government transparency laws. The Press Democrat 
reports the Wildfire Safety Advisory Board would work with the California 
Public Utilities Commission setting guidelines utility companies have to 
follow to try to prevent wildfires. But the new board’s ideas could be shielded 
from the public. The newspaper reports the board would have public 
meetings but it wouldn’t have to follow all of the state’s laws on open 
meetings. The Governor says the bill is just a draft and state lawyers 
probably have a reason for how the board’s communications are structured.



07/02/19

A local agriculturalist has died. Veteran agriculturist Charlie Barra reportedly 
died at his home in Ukiah after a life devoted to developing and promoting 
wine grapes in Mendocino County. He’s credited with being a mentor and 
having influenced many other growers and wine producers in the region and 
was an important innovator, showing how overhead sprinklers can prevent 
frost damage.   Starting at an early age from an immigrant family Barra built 
his successful Redwood Valley Vineyards and later Barra of Mendocino 
winery.  Along the way he was a County Supervisor, an inventor, also 
president of Sauveraine and invested in various wine enterprises.   He was 
92 years old.

A man in Covelo has been arrested after a report of vandalism at the Yuki 
Trails Human Services Program. Deputies got a call to the area after staff 
said they heard glass breaking and saw Steven Luna Jr. throw a large rock 
through one of the windows of the building. They say he seemed drunk and 
wouldn’t cooperate then ran off. Cops saw a drunk Luna walking on the 
streets of Covelo and arrested him for felony vandalism and booked him into 
the Mendocino County Jail and held him on $15,000.00 bail.

18 people arrested in Clearlake as the police department conducts a city-
wide operation. The police chief at the latest city council meeting saying the 
operation that led to the arrest of one of two people suspected in the murder 
of a man at an RV resort also led to several drug arrests. The Lake County 
Probation Department and Clearlake animal control and code enforcement 
officers with the sweep arresting eight people for felonies and 10 more on 
suspected misdemeanors. There wereweapons and meth and drug 
paraphernalia and several code enforcement and animal control cases. The 
police chief says they intend to conduct more of these sweeps monthly, if 
they have the proper staffing. Murder suspect Miguel Becerra was arrested 
during the sweep and held on $1 million bond in connection to the death of 
Steven Stone.

After a recent Mendocino County Grand Jury report on the Ukiah Valley 
Sanitation District, the board of directors didn’t take it up at a special 
meeting. The Daily Journal reports the board also continued discussions 
and plans on some of the things the report specifically recommended 
changing. The board chair says she needed to read the report a few times 
over before discussing it. The report released a couple weeks ago titled 
“Change and Transparency Needed” saying the City of Ukiah and the 
District are considering rate increases but have to say if it’s to cover the $9 
million in combined legal and administrative fees and nearly $5 million in 
payments the city made to the district after a settlement. The report also 
says there’s other work to be done at the Wastewater Treatment facility that 
could raise rates more.

Lawmakers in Sacto continue working on legislation to protect renters from 
no-fault evictions. The legislation failed in the Assembly to require 
landlords to give an approved reason before they can evict a tenant. It didn’t 
have enough votes to move forward, but it’s getting another look. The bill 
being added to another bill with a rent cap. Landlord groups against the 
legislation saying there are tens of thousands of empty housing units that 
are empty because of these sorts of eviction policies. But the rent cap bill is 
being amended to include these kinds of eviction protections.



Operation Dry Water is on. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office Marine Patrol 
Unit with its campaign July 5th to 7th. There will be Marine Patrol Deputies 
on the water looking for impaired boat operators this holiday weekend. It’s a 
national awareness and enforcement campaign to try to curb the amount of 
alcohol — and drug- related accidents and fatalities coordinated by the 
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA), along 
with the U.S. Coast Guard, local, state and federal law enforcement 
agencies. Cops across the country will be on high alert on the water this 
July 4th weekend as they’ve done every year for the last decade.

The East Fire outside Covelo in the Yolla Bolly Wilderness is still burning but 
there’s been no forward progress. The fire’s burned 410 acres and is 45% 
contained. Firefighters working in the No Name drainage focusing on 
monitoring the fire, repairing containment lines. They’re using pack mules 
along with Conservation Corp members so they won’t need to use 
helicopters in the wilderness. It’s still smoldering in the No Name drainage. It 
may stay at 45% containment because of it’s location in steep, rugged and 
inaccessible terrain.

An environmental impact report has to be conducted before Caltrans can 
work on Highway 101 through Richardson Grove State Park. A judge ruled 
last week on the matter. Caltrans has apparently been working on the 
project for a decade. A nonprofit fighting the work without an environmental 
statement says they won a battle to get the environmental review and says 
the “ancient redwoods of Richardson Grove State Park are now protected 
from bad science and bulldozers.” The court order looking for info on 
potential impact on redwoods, noise and more truck traffic and roadside 
impact to the redwoods. This follows another ruling by a different court that 
said Caltrans violated the California Environmental Quality Act because 
there was no public comment period after new information was added to the 
environmental impact statement by an arborist.

More meetings on the public power safety shutoffs by PG&E in Clearlake. 
The City Council discussing the matter at their meeting last week with the 
city manager playing a video from the utility company regarding the planned 
power shutoffs. The shutoffs, as we’ve been reporting, will happen for up to 
five days in severe fire weather conditions after Pacific Gas and Electric’s 
equipment was blamed for multiple wildfires in October of 2017, and the 
Camp Fire last December. Some of the recommendations buying a 
generator if possible, staying with someone else who has power, making 
sure you have cash on hand because most businesses won’t have credit 
card processing capabilities – and to keeping your cars fueled up.

The Monte Rio Fire Chief says a fire that burned 3 homes in Guerneville 
was caused by cooking oil left unattended on a kitchen stove. The fire last 
Saturday night destroyed the home the fire started in and damaged two 
others. The Fire Chief Steve Baxman says a resident was using peanut oil 
and went outside briefly, apparently forgetting the stove was on after taking 
the food out of the oil, which exploded after it got overheated. One of the 
residents says when he stepped out to give the food to his husband and 
came back in the kitchen was in flames. That quickly spread. There were no 
injuries, but the home is a total loss.

A woman from Clearlake Oaks has been arrested after a high speed chase. 
Cops say Jessica Tominia ripped off a red Blazer SUV from outside a Quik 
Mart in Ukiah. They say she first assaulted the owner last Sunday morning. 
She was seen on the northbound 101 near Perkins Street. Police say they 
tried to stop her, but she wouldn’t pull over and drove at speeds of over 80 
mph. The CHP joined the chase on Highway 20. The driver ended up 
stopping and officers went after her at gunpoint and arrested her. Tominia’s 
held on suspicion of car theft and felony reckless evading.



For specific questions, please call the Ukiah Field Office at 707-468-4000.

Renovation work continues at the Soper Reese Theatre in Lakeport.  The wall outside is being repaired and upgraded, new wall moulding applied and stucco over the top, then new paint. The theater is also eventually upgrading restrooms to meet Americans with Disabilities Act-compliance. For that they’ve launched a fundraising campaign.  Fundraising for the restrooms continues and donations can be made at www.soperreesetheatre.com or by calling 707-263-0577.

Fire restrictions have been implemented in Ukiah by the Bureau of Land 
Management across several public lands in various counties. The Ukiah 
Field Office started the fire restrictions yesterday on land in Colusa, Glenn, 
Lake, Marin, Mendocino, Napa, Solano, Sonoma and Yolo counties, due to 
wildfire danger. This comes after the National Interagency Fire Center said it 
was probable there would be an above normal fire season featuring large 
wildfires after an extremely wet winter. They also warn the public to be 
extremely careful outdoors, to carry a shovel and water with them at all 
times, and check weather forecasts and fire danger ratings before leaving 
home.

California campfire permit available free at all BLM, Forest Service and Cal Fire offices or at www.preventwildfireca.org/Permits .

One less spark means one less wildland fire. Learn more about preventing a wildland fire at http://www.readyforwildfire.org/ .

A listing of fire restrictions throughout BLM California is available at https://go.usa.gov/xmUEG .

A woman in Covelo’s been arrested after a fire starts suspected to be arson. 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Deputies get a call last night to the fire and 
respond with Cal-Fire and Covelo Fire and find someone who witnesses 
how the fire started. Deputies say the witness identified Laurie Hayes of 
Covelo as the person who lit an object on fire and threw it over a wooden 
fence then within seconds large flames were seen coming from the yard. 
About an acre of tall grass burned, but so did 4 abandoned vehicles, an 
empty travel trailer and a 50 foot area of wood fence line. Hayes was found 
nearby and arrested after being found to be on probation. After a more 
detailed investigation, she was charged with Arson and Violation of 
Probation and held on $30,000 bail.

Talk at the latest Broadband Alliance meeting about no connectivity in some 
rural areas impacting agriculture in Mendocino County and preparing for the 
PG&E public power shutoffs. Some rural areas including Potter Valley in an 
internet “Black hole” according to the last alliance meeting and it’s worse the 
further north you get. Some areas reported to have such slow speeds, they 
might as well be dial ups. Another topic the commission created on wildfire 
readiness by Governor Brown releasing recommendations. And they 
discussed work to improve local preparedness for power shutdown events 
and possible grant money for County Offices of Emergency Management. 
Legislation by Assemblyman Jim Wood is also stalled which would mean 
any damage in a natural disaster on a telecommunications network would 
be repaired quickly, but Wood says he’ll still continue advocating for needed 
improvements to rural broadband.

http://www.soperreesetheatre.com/
http://www.preventwildfireca.org/Permits
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
https://go.usa.gov/xmUEG
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PG&E looking at bonds as payment to the victims of the 2017 and 2018 
wildfires. A report about the bankrupt utility’s plan would be on top of an 
insurance plan the Gov. is proposing to raise money for victims of future 
wildfires if they’re caused by PG&E or other major utility’s owned equipment. 
The Governor’s plan does not include billions PG&E owes to victims of the 
October 2017 firestorm and last year’s Camp fire. The proposed plan would 
have the state issuing tax exempt notes known as “equity contribution 
bonds” according to an anonymous source. This source goes on to say 
PG&E still has not figured out exactly how much money it needs to raise for 
the payments, but when filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy in January, the 
company estimated its wildfire liabilities at $30 billion.

A state sponsored retirement plan has started for companies who don’t have 
plans for employees. State law requires companies who have at least five 
people working for them in Calif. to offer retirement plans. And there’s 
reported to be about 300,000 businesses that have to meet that demand in 
the next three years. CalSavers just started this week for employers so they 
can take out 5% of their employees paychecks and put it into a retirement 
account, but workers can also say no to the plan and pick their own savings 
rate.

Frontier Days is on for the fourth in Willits. Like every other year the parade 
marching thru the city. Willits Police are asking the public for help if you’re 
on the parade route, detour route or staging areas to help keep the streets 
clear tomorrow. Volunteers from the Frontier Days Committee have been 
distributing “NO PARKING NOTICES” to the homes to remind residents 
about special parking requirements July 4th. The parade will affect E. 
Commercial St., S. Main St., E. Valley St. and S. Lenore. And the detour will 
affect W. Commercial St., School St., Pine St., Coast St. and W. Valley St.

A shooting reported near Covelo lands one man in jail and another in the 
hospital. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports several 911 calls 
about a shooting north of town with a Hispanic man shot and seen trying to 
flag down cars for help. He got a ride, then an ambulance took him to a 
hospital with multiple gunshot wounds to his chest and arm. Deputies 
patrolled the area and found another Hispanic man, 21 year old Salvador 
Torres-Rubio of Santa Rosa carrying two big bags of marijuana. He was 
arrested but first told police there may be another gunshot victim and others 
armed in the area. A SWAT team responded to a marijuana garden. Nobody 
else was found. Torres-Rubio is charged with assault with a deadly weapon, 
cultivation of marijuana and possession of marijuana for sale. He’s also 
charged with violation of probation for a warrant for Sexual Battery from 
Sonoma County. He’s held without bail.

A reminder for Independence Day that cops will be looking for illegal 
fireworks, prohibited in the state. Some city’s allow fireworks though. In 
Lakeport they allow fireworks, but the unincorporated areas of Lake County 
and the City of Clearlake prohibits them. The Police Chief in Lakeport says 
it’s the department’s biggest day of the year and they’ll be beefing up patrols 
with the whole department on the job for the holiday. Clearlake Police, the 
CHP, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Lake County 
Probation Department will be helping and on “high alert” for drunk drivers 
and those using illegal fireworks.



You may have to seek out a parking lot on Airport Road if the City Council 
votes yes. The council considering no parking on both sides of the road from 
Commerce Drive to the railroad tracks plus no parking on the west side of 
Airport Road from the south end of the City Corporation Yard to the railroad 
tracks. The staff report to the council describes Airport Road as being too 
narrow, with zero improved pedestrian facilities and further says there’s 
nothing nearby requiring street parking, plus the report says sometimes big 
delivery trucks snarl the area. They also note it will keep pollution out of 
nearby water bodies. The meeting tonight at 6 p.m. in council’s chambers at 
300 Seminary Ave.

A wildfire stopped quickly in Clearlake in the Sulphur fire burn scar. 
Thousands were without power as the fire burned yesterday afternoon. It 
was dubbed the Banks fire and started in the 12800 block of Sulphur Bank 
Mine Road in Clearlake Oaks. A chopper reportedly on the scene within 10 
minutes, working the 3 acre fire that burned under power lines. Firefighters 
say there were no structures threatened, but it was close to the Elem Indian 
Colony. Power lines in the area were de-energized, leaving thousands in the 
dark. The fire burned about five acres total. No word how the fire started. 
Earlier in the day the same firefighters were out at a mobile home fire in 
Clearlake. One man ended up in the hospital with smoke inhalation and 
three people were left without a home.

Cal Fire out with a reminder for the 4th, to help prevent wildfires. They say 
two of every five fires that start July 4th are caused by fireworks with most 
being related to illegal fireworks and state-approved fireworks handled and 
or lit incorrectly. Especially now after the massive rain we had this winter, 
and dry summer conditions, they warn wildfire activity is quickly starting. 
California has zero tolerance for the use and sale of illegal fireworks and 
anyone caught can be held liable for firefighting costs and any related 
property damage. Also possessing the illegal fireworks can lead to possible 
fines of up to $50,000 and prison or jail for up to one year.

Residents are urged to visit www.ReadyforWildfire.org for tips on how to prepare their homes and family for wildfire.

The State’s Environmental Protection Agency headquarters infested with 
rats. And management says they can’t solve the problem in an organic 
manner. Childcare at the headquarters in downtown Sacramento is all 
indoors thanks to the five weeklong vermin takeover. They’ve apparently 
been trying environmentally friendly, chemical-free pest control methods, but 
have resorted to using poison to kill the rats. The agency’s deputy director 
for external and legislative affairs says the problem is originating on the 
outside of the building’s courtyard and childcare center play yard. The 
agency that regulates rat poison, now utilizing it with strict oversight.

After Calif. passed a law to raise the age of who can buy certain firearms, 
gun owners’ rights groups going to court to get the law tossed. The Calguns 
Foundation, Firearms Policy Coalition, Firearms Policy Foundation, and 
Second Amendment Foundation all suing saying those over 18 are legal 
adults and should not be deprived of their Second Amendment right to bear 
arms. The law went into effect this year after legislation passed with 
supporters saying some of the worst mass shootings in the country were by 
young adults with rifles, including the Valentine’s Day 2018 massacre at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. The lawmaker 
who drafted the bill says those under 21 can also not drink or rent a car.

http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
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A new report says violence in California has gone down. The state attorney 
general’s office released several reports actually, that show the state’s seen 
fewer hate crimes, murders and violent and property crimes. Nearly 150 
people died in police confrontations though last year, but it was down from 
172 in 2017 and 157 in 2016. There were three police officer deaths, one 
more than a year before but way down from 2016, when there were 8. The 
reports say about 630 confrontations happened last year, down from 707 in 
2017 and 782 in 2016. The violent crime rate was down 1.5% and property 
crime was down 5%. Murders, robberies, burglaries and thefts were all 
down, but rapes were up 5%.

A lot more guns sold in California the last month because of background 
checks for ammunition. The new law kicked in Monday, but not before 
nearly 77,000 guns were sold last month. That was up 26 percent from 
about 61,000 sold in June 2018. The data from the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, a trade association for the firearms industry. A spokesperson 
for the foundation says the surge was because of the new ammunition sales 
background check requirement. The Brady Campaign to prevent gun 
violence says it’s not unusual for a rise in sales of guns, which happens a lot 
as new regulations take effect.

Several people held by cops in McKinleyville after a report of a fight and 
shots fired. Humboldt County Sheriff’s deputies called to a home after the 
altercation and a pickup and SUV were seen leaving the area, but a deputy 
on the 101 at Clam Beach saw one of the vehicles chasing the other and 
stopped them both. Deputies found the whole altercation had begun after a 
marijuana transaction. One person had minor injuries, but not from a gun. 
Two people wanted by cops said to still be on the run. They’re described as 
a black man in his 30’s, about 6 feet tall, medium build with broad shoulders 
and long, waist length dreadlocks. It’s thought he fired the weapon and is 
considered armed and dangerous. The other a white woman in her 50’s, 
with blonde/grey hair, possibly known as “Heather”.

Another open house to tell you about on the PG&E Public Safety Power Shutoffs. This one in Willits. The utility reports it’s expanding its own Wildfire Safety Program (CWSP) and with that there’s an open house July 18th at the Willits Community Center, that’s two weeks from tomorrow at 6 p.m. Topics will be an expansion of the utility company’s Public Safety Power Shutoff program, more safety inspections of electric infrastructure, hardening the electric system so there are more resilient poles and covered power lines. If you cannot attend there will be webinars held at pge.com/wildfiresafety.

On the verge of getting the Purple Pipe hooked up. The Daily Journal 
reports Ukiah’s director of water sewer says he doesn’t think they’ll have to 
draw water from the Russian River. The pipe has all been laid in the ground 
and the first three phases have been tested. He says water from homes 
processed at the Ukiah Valley Wastewater Treatment Plant is filling one of 
three ponds that each hold more than 20 million gallons of treated water. 
The new system was just turned on this week. They’ve tested the pump 
house and its motors and have a backup motor just in case. The city’s just 
waiting for approval from the State Water Resources Board to officially go 
live.

http://pge.com/wildfiresafety?fbclid=IwAR0cJBbGYsHyV353QPjvQvaKbbe3gYdnkSW9Ox65I02CJkGHjIsZAw3BHWE


The Clearlake City Council to consider allowing police to buy new tasers 
and virtual reality-based software to help cops train how to deal with 
mentally ill subjects. The police chief says if the council approves it they will 
enter into an agreement for five years with the equipment manufacturer at 
about $90,000 to replace old tasers and warrantee two new ones. It would 
also include that software with virtual reality scenarios so officers can be 
placed in realistic but fictional confrontations with mentally ill people. At the 
same meeting next Thursday the council will also consider chip sealing on 
some roads which has a longer lifespan than the gravel grading the city 
does.

Some of the first homes to be rebuilt in Paradise are almost complete after 
the deadly Camp Fire. The first home was finished last week, about eight 
months after the fire broke out and decimated the town. There have been 
almost 100 permits for new homes in Butte County and several dozen more 
applying weekly. The homes being rebuilt at the same time cleanup 
continues. Almost 60 percent of the burned out home lots have been 
cleared of debris. More than 15,000 homes burned in the fire.

A fire put out early July 4th morning behind the Ukiah Railroad Depot. The 
Ukiah Valley Fire Authority reports the fire reported about 3:30 a.m. by a 
passerby. The fire was burning in the old Coors distribution building on East 
Perkins Street. Firefighters got there to find smoke coming out of the 
building, they had to cut their way in to the old metal building. They say 
there wasn’t that much in there to burn except some wooden support beams 
and a pile of debris. They say it was probably started by transients who 
started a warming or cooking fire. It was quickly extinguished and didn’t 
spread.

After the massive failure of the Oroville Dam, a state mandated emergency 
action and dam breach inundation study are done in Lakeport. The city 
finished the study after the February 2017 Oroville Dam incident where the 
main and emergency spillways failed and caused the evacuation of nearly 
200,000 people. So that means the state needs all jurisdictions to identify 
dams, potential hazards and get their emergency action plan in order in 
case there’s a failure. The city also asked for public comment on the plan at 
the latest meeting. The report says the Lakeport Dam is a “high hazard 
facility” strictly due to downstream considerations, not the condition of the 
dam.

Quite the big earthquake hits Southern Calif. and has the Gov. declaring a 
state of emergency. The 6.4 magnitude earthquake hit yesterday near 
Ridgecrest in Kern County and kept folks on the edge of their seats with as 
many as 160 aftershocks that caused damage to infrastructure, some 
homes and other structures. The quake hit around 10:33 a.m. centered 7.3 
miles southwest of Searles Valley and 10.7 miles east northeast of 
Ridgecrest.  Several thousand people reported they felt in from as far away 
as Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Oregon, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and 
Washington. The emergency declaration noted damaged roads, buildings, 
critical infrastructure – including electrical service lines, water lines and gas 
lines which ignited structural fires and caused evacuations. The quake noted 
as the strongest in the region since the 1999 Hector Mine earthquake.
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Several arrests made in Clearlake when police went out searching for one 
person. Police say they were looking for Johnny Ray Hubbard and when 
they arrived they found Hubbard and several others ran outside. One 
person, with a warrant for their arrest, Robert Yingling surrendered. Officers 
were told Hubbard and another man, Kim Anderson hid a bag in the yard. 
There they found a loaded short-barreled 12 gauge shotgun and a bunch of 
ammunition. They went inside and found a couple people with warrants for 
their arrest hiding in closets, they were taken to jail and Anderson and 
Hubbard have been charged with felony and misdemeanor crimes related to 
the firearm, ammunition, drug use, resisting arrest and conspiracy.

A bunch of illegal fireworks confiscated and arrests made by the Office of 
the State Fire Marshal and Cal Fire. The agencies looking for the goods with 
targeted operations at certain ports of entry into the state of California. They 
reported more than 140,000 pounds of illegal fireworks taken which were 
worth more than $23 million on the street. The largest in the crop was more 
than 4,600 pounds. The acting State Fire Marshal Mike Richwine says they 
had 36 arrests and 514 tickets but that the numbers would go up in coming 
days. There were also eight more felony arrests for unrelated crimes.

A Northern Calif. native wins the annual hot dog eating contest in Coney 
Island, NY. Joey Chestnut, the record-breaking competitive eater from San 
Jose scores again, chowing down 71 hot dogs and buns in 10 minutes 
yesterday, retaining his title as champion of the Nathan’s Famous 
International Hot Dog Eating Contest. His 12th title. His own world record 
was 74 dogs, but he was 3 short of that. He said he was trying for a new 
record of 75 hot dogs, which he accomplished in a practice round. The 
closest runner up to him yesterday ate 50 dogs.

Possible conflicts of interest by a couple of members of the Mendocino 
Coast District Hospital Board of Directors on potential buyers has them out 
of voting on the matter. The state Fair Political Practices Commission said 
last week the board Chair Karen Arnold and Vice Chair Jessica Grinberg 
had possible conflicts. Grinberg, because of her business, Align Orthotics, 
the only company selling prosthetic devices but she says she’s appealing. 
And Arnold is the human resources director for Mendocino Coast Clinics. 
The two apparently turned in employment facts a couple months ago and 
the hospital’s interim CEO says they didn’t want any new hospital affiliation 
decision to be jeopardized by a conflict of interest controversy.

The Board of Directors for Mendocino Coast District Hospital has approved 
a $60 million budget, but with a caveat they have to come up with a more 
realistic spending plan. The Advocate reports at the board’s June 
27th meeting, board members agreed on a three month window for a better 
spending plan. It came a day before Adventist Health responded to a 
request for proposals to buy or lease the hospital. Adventist and American 
Advanced Management Group received the requests along with 3 others 
who never responded. The details of the proposals have not been released.

A leader’s been chosen for the new merger of the Greater Ukiah Chamber 
of Commerce, the Ukiah Main Street Program, and Visit Ukiah. The three 
tourism themed groups to be managed by Una Wirkebau who says it’s a 
dream come true. She has been the executive director of the Monroe 
Chamber of Commerce in Washington and has owned and operated a 
resort and event facility in Colorado and a bed and breakfast in Alaska. 
Leaders of the three groups say they feel lucky to have found Wirkebau. So 
far there’s no name of the three merged organizations.



Because of the PG&E proposed public power safety shutoffs the Lake 
County Board of Supervisors is considering buying nearly a half million 
dollars’ worth of backup power generators for county office buildings. This 
comes after a PG& E representative at a public meeting in Lakeport told 
attendees to be prepared to be without power for up to five days. The 
county has also bought a giant backup generator for the Courthouse in 
Lakeport and will potentially also buy more for buildings including the Lake 
County District Attorney’s Victim Witness division, social services, a sheriff’s 
office repeater site, child support services and behavioral health services.

Low income loans are still available for those who lost their homes in 
wildfires. The zero percent Cal-Home loans of up to $80,000 for victims of 
the Valley, Clayton, Sulphur or Mendocino Complex fires. No payment is 
necessary for thirty years as part of the program funded by the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development, with the money going 
to Hammers for Hope and administered by North Coast Opportunities, Inc. 
The money can be used to build most homes, but they’re emphasizing 
manufactured homes as they’re quicker to rebuild.

To apply for a CalHome Loan or to determine eligibility, please contact 
Shauna Dyer at (707) 234-7020 or email: info@hammersforhope.org

A company in charge of a carnival that took place at the 4th of July 
celebration in Clearlake in trouble for reportedly dumping grey water into a 
creek. Clearlake Police giving a ticket to Midway of Fun – Brass Ring 
Amusements of Fair Oaks. It comes after cops went to a report of sewage 
being discharged at Austin Park, the site of this year’s carnival. Police say 
they found there had been an improper discharge of grey water but they 
found no evidence of raw sewage being discharged. They arrested one 
employee, but they were released with a citation. The water apparently from 
a portable shower being used by carnival employees. The citation is for 
$1,000 – the maximum fine allowed.

A fungus that can cause White-nose Syndrome, a fatal bat disease found in 
Calif. for the first time ever. The fungal DNA of Pseudogymnoascus 
destructans, or Pd, found in samples that had been collected from bats on in 
the town of Chester in Plumas County. The illness causes bats to wake up 
during hibernation, so they use energy they’ve saved up to survive winter, 
when their food sources are not around. It was first detected in New York in 
2006 and has been confirmed in 33 states and seven Canadian provinces. 
Millions of the animals have been killed by the Syndrome which is 
considered to be one of the deadliest diseases found in wildlife.

No reports of fatalities after a giant earthquake hits in the Mojave Desert 
over the long holiday weekend. The same town that was hit July 4th with a 
6.4 earthquake, hit by a 7.1. The latest quake in Ridgecrest cracked 
buildings and roads, caused fires, and several injuries. The earthquake the 
largest in Calif. in about 20 years felt as far north as Sacramento and as far 
south as Mexico. The Kern County Fire Department reporting getting 
several calls about multiple injuries and multiple fires. The Governor 
declared a state of emergency, activating the state Office of Emergency 
Services operations center “to its highest level.” Magic Mountain stopped 
running rides and Disneyland evacuated rides Friday night.

The Gov. has requested a presidential emergency declaration for federal aid 
for communities affected by last week’s earthquakes. A 6.4-magnitude 
quake turned out to be a foreshock of the bigger one on Friday night, 7.1-
magnitude. The USGS reported thousands of aftershocks all weekend long.
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New equipment is being used by PG&E to check on potential wildfire risks 
across the state. Four helicopters with light detection and ranging or so-
called LiDAR technology apparently takes measurements of how close 
vegetation is to their distribution lines. They say it can also tell them if 
there’s any brush or trees that are at risk of falling onto their power lines. 
The helicopters started working in Northern Calif. this spring and should be 
done by the end of August weather permitting.

The tiny town of Laytonville now a site for multi vehicle charging. The station 
on the west side of Hwy 101 next to Boomer’s Saloon. The report that 
they’re mostly for Teslas but there’s also other electric vehicles that can 
charge there. The fast chargers take only about a half hour to fuel these 
cars with locations all across Norther Calif.

Police on the lookout for illegal trespassers growing marijuana on land 
owned by the Sherwood Valley Band of Pomo Indians (SVBPI). Tribal 
officials reported two trespass and non-sanctioned marijuana cultivation 
sites on their land so the Marijuana Enforcement Team (COMMET) came 
out with a search warrant at two different sites last Tuesday. They found 3 
large plastic green houses at one site and another plastic green house and 
2 outdoor marijuana gardens. They pulled nearly 1,000 marijuana plants 
from both cultivation sites. But no arrests were made.

One person is dead after a crash on Highway 1 just south of Fort Bragg. 
The accident early Sunday morning, but not a lot of other information was 
immediately released except that it happened about 2:30 a.m. closing the 
highway in both directions at the site of the crash for a couple of hours.

Two presentations are planned by PG&E on their public power safety 
shutoffs. One in Mendocino County, for the board of supervisors meeting 
tomorrow, the other, an open house in Willits next Thursday, July 18th. They 
will provide ideas how to deal with outages with a video presentation as they 
did last month at a Ukiah City Council meeting. The power to be shut down 
in high fire danger weather conditions. The presentation tomorrow for 
supervisors at 1:30 pm at the county’s offices in Ukiah. It will also be live 
streamed if you cannot make it on the county’s YouTube page. The Willits 
wildfire prevention community meeting from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. next Thursday 
at the Willits Community Center.

A cleanup mandate for the owner of a gas station on East Gobbi who went 
to the City of Ukiah for a new canopy. The Daily Journal reports the 
Community Development Director told the owner of Express Mart he 
needed to upgrade the landscaping and change the color of paint so it 
matches other development in the area, telling the owner, it needed to be 
more aesthetically pleasing because it’s in one of the city’s gateway 
corridors. Apparently there had been multiple complaints over the years 
about the business. There’s also graffiti there and a deteriorating roof.

Family has been still waiting to find a man missing on Lake Mendocino for a 
month. Carlos and Vincent Soto went fishing June 11th. Carlos’ body was 
found after the men’s boat overturned. The son, Vincent has not been 
found. A family member says the boat was working fine when the men took 
off, but apparently Carlos had a heart attack or stroke with no water found in 
his lungs, indicating he drowned. There’s also no sign of foul play on the 
lake. The family has had one member at the south boat ramp since that day 
in case Vince’s body surfaces. In the meantime, they’re waiting for 
underground camera equipment to be approved to see if his body is trapped 
under something.



The body of an Army sergeant killed in action in Korea more than 60 years 
ago has been returned to Arcata. Army Sgt. Elden Justus died when he was 
23 years old. He first entered the service out of high school, enlisting in 
1945 and went to Fort Sill, Oklahoma, for basic training. Five years later he 
was listed as missing in action, then in 1953, the status was changed to 
“killed in action, body not recovered”. His remains were positively identified 
in April of this year. His son and daughter are going to a ceremony in 
Sacramento and will return his remains to the family with services at the 
Elks Lodge this Thursday.

After a military style helicopter was seen around Humboldt County, the 
Sheriff’s Office confirmed the National Guard is helping them abate a bunch 
of marijuana plants. A spokesperson for the Sheriff’s Office has confirmed 
the chopper is doing fly overs thru the summer. This comes after several law 
enforcement agencies were working with the Trinity County Sheriff’s Office 
trying to find illegal marijuana gardens in Hayfork. They pulled more than 
12,500 plants, found 801 pounds of processed marijuana, 15 firearms and 
almost $436,000 cash. Now PG&E is flying over the area too, checking 
power lines in Humboldt and Lake Counties, today and tomorrow in the 
Garberville and Fortuna areas and on Thursday in Kelseyville, Lower Lake, 
Hidden Valley

Clearlake City Council members are considering paying for a Taser for the 
police dept. The police chief is asking for a five year agreement for the 
Taser and a certification plan for 24 full time officers which will cost about 
$18,000/year. The chief also wants to ability to add more users and waive 
the competitive bidding process. The agreement will include virtual reality, 
scenario-based training for officers to learn how to better deal with mentally 
ill subjects. The council is also considering chip sealing roads at Thursday’s 
meeting, at a cost of more than $1.1 Million Dollars.

A deadly poultry disease in Southern Calif that led to the cancelation of the 
poultry show at the Lake County Fair is reportedly slowing. State officials 
report the more than one year long outbreak of Newcastle disease had no 
new detections. The disease first found in May of 2018 so 1.2 million birds 
were euthanized. 1.1 million of them were in commercial operations, almost 
450 of those operations were infected. One case where a backyard chicken 
in Redwood City had it, the closest to us. But there was concern it could 
reach Lake County, so the Junior Livestock Committee canceled the Fair’s 
poultry show.

Lake County Transit Authority working with Lake Links is starting a Medi 
Links service to Santa Rosa. Some folks don’t have cars, but need to see a 
doc in Santa Rosa, so the service will start on Tuesdays with two trips, one 
early in the day, then the return in the early afternoon, the second trip, later 
in the morning, returning later in the afternoon. They say there will also be a 
later ride for anyone who has a longer appointment. They will also stop at 
several medical facilities in Santa Rosa as requested. They will start in 
Lakeport, then to Lucerne, along the Northshore, thru Lower Lake and 
Middletown then to Santa Rosa, and there’s a quick stop in Calistoga.



An elderly man from Glen Ellen found safe after he was reported missing 
over the holiday weekend. The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office reports 75-
year-old Bill Hoeffer was spending the weekend at a rented home in Monte 
Rio with friends, when they decided to float the Russian River in tubes 
starting at Johnson’s Beach in Guerneville until dark. But apparently he was 
separated from the group who hiked in the dark to the Northwood Golf 
Course. They called the Sheriff’s office after 10 p.m. for help. Search and 
rescue teams could not find the man. He was seen clinging to a tree the 
next morning on the opposite side of the river from where his friends got out. 
They say he was uninjured, and in good spirits but cold and disoriented. He 
was taken to a local hospital with hypothermic symptoms.

A man from Calpella uninjured after his semitruck overturned on Highway 
20. The truck loaded with lumber dumped into the Clear Lake along with 
diesel fuel. The California Highway Patrol responded to Highway 20, east of 
Hillside Lane, near Clearlake Oaks and found the driver had been going 
eastbound around 35 miles an hour, then veered onto the shoulder and 
rolled, landing on his roof, but the load of timber and about 50 gallons of 
diesel spilled on the side of the Lake and into it. The CHP says it doesn’t 
suspect there were drugs or alcohol involved in the crash.

Nearly 2 dozen governors joining with Calif. saying climate-damaging 
tailpipe emissions mean they need to keep their emission standards in 
place. It comes after the Trump Administration wants to relax the regulations 
saying more and more people want big trucks and SUV’s and the 
regulations are making cars more expensive. But the Governors, almost all 
Democrats, are pledging to stick to the Obama Administration’s goals to 
tighten mileage standards which can help to reduce climate-changing 
carbon emissions. If the Trump Administration moves forward anyway, it 
could mean years of legal challenges.

Lawmakers have approved a proposal to stabilize electric utilities and put 
safety at the forefront after years of devastating wildfires in Calif. State 
Senator Bill Dodd one of the co-authors of the bill saying it’s not a utility 
bailout, it’s a ratepayer bailout. The proposal creates a wildfire fund which 
utilities can use to help with wildfire damages if they follow certain safety 
rules. Utilities and ratepayers would put money into the fund and utilities 
would have to invest in wildfire mitigation efforts. The bill heads to the 
Assembly next.

The founder of the Ghostship has taken the stand in the murder trial against 
him and his co-defendant. Max Harris already testified, now Derick Almena, 
the master tenant of the Oakland warehouse that burned in a fire, killing 36 
people, has taken the stand. Almena’s accused of converting the space 
illegally into an artist colony, the warehouse filled with so much stuff, that 
prosecutors say that’s why it burned so hot and fast. But no cause was ever 
found for why the fire started to begin with. Harris and Almena have pleaded 
not guilty. There had been a plea deal for the two with victim’s families, but 
the judge thought it was too lenient on the men and that Almena failed to 
show remorse.
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An ordinance in Sonoma County to help bring down the risk of wildfires not 
being followed by several properties. The Press Democrat reports some 
county supervisors are angered by it, saying residents have to step up and 
protect their own properties. Apparently only half of the properties inspected 
so far were found to be complying with new rules calling on homeowners to 
have firebreaks around their homes. The  Sonoma County Fire Marshal 
informing the board of supervisors at their latest meeting, and some 
supervisors said they were concerned, one saying you can’t be a victim, if 
you don’t clear your property. It’s been a month since the new defensible 
space rule started to help lower the fire risk in the county and allow 
firefighters to get thru neighborhoods more efficiently.

Officials in Windsor give the thumbs up after five years for a multimillion 
dollar, eco-friendly apartment complex. The Press Democrat reports 360 
apartments will be put up over two years and there will be solar panels 
powering all electric, including heat pumps for water and cooling and 
appliances across 20 acres. There will also be several electric vehicle 
charging stations and no natural gas anywhere in the complex. The $100 
million housing project is being touted as zero-net energy. The complex will 
also be walking distance from the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit station.

The name of a man from Fort Bragg killed by a car over the July 4th holiday 
weekend has been released. The Mendocino County Coroner’s Office says 
it was 46 year old Aaron Kules who was hit by a pickup truck early Sunday 
morning as he crossed Highway 1 morning near Ocean Drive, south of Fort 
Bragg. The CHP reports the driver was a 49-year-old man, also from Fort 
Bragg, who was not hurt. They’re still investigating the cause of the crash.

The master tenant of the Ghostship in Oakland, the site of that deadly fire in 
2016 says the city inspected the building before the fire and never said it 
could be a fire hazard. The Press Democrat reporting on Derick Almena’s 
2nd day of testimony yesterday. He, along with Max Harris, face 36 counts 
of involuntary manslaughter. Prosecutors claim Almena allowed the 
warehouse to be filled with furniture, art and other highly flammable 
materials making it extremely difficult for party attendees to escape the fire. 
His lawyer asked Almena several times about fire, police and city officials 
who came into the building, yet never said it was dangerous.

Possible closure for a family holding vigil at Lake Mendocino waiting for the 
recovery of the body of a family member. Sonoma Water officials say they’ll 
reduce the water that’s released from Lake Mendocino to the Russian River 
to aid in the search for Vincent Soto who disappeared in the Lake last 
month after an accident with his dad. His father, Carlos’ body was recovered 
immediately, and the coroner says he either died of a heart attack or stroke. 
The release so the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office can use an 
underwater robot to search for Vincent. They’ll mostly look near the Coyote 
Valley Dam where he was last seen with his dad. The two went fishing north 
of Ukiah June 11th.

Town Hall meetings set for traffic work on Highway 20 in a handful of 
communities along the Northshore of Lake County. Lake Co News reports 
there will be an interactive map set up for residents to look at and an 
opportunity to voice any concerns. The town halls with the Lake Area 
Planning Council and a consultant from Sacramento regarding a Highway 
20 project and another, the 11th Street corridor in Lakeport. The first 
meetings happened in May. The news site reports conditions are being 
analyzed in the areas noted and possible projects will be bike, pedestrian 
and transit-friendly options while at the same time improve the aesthetics 
and livability of the unincorporated towns.



There’s now going to be a faster bidding process in Lake County for backup 
generators at county facilities ahead of PG&E launching their public safety 
power shutoffs. County staff trying to get a waiver of the bidding process to 
buy as much as $470,000 in generators for six county departments. The 
board of supervisors instead has a two week bidding process except for one 
generator already approved for the sheriff’s office’s Hunter repeater site due 
to previous wildfire damage. The County Administrative Officer says there 
was a discussion of department heads where it became clear it was worth 
the expense to buy the generators or they’d lose business and working 
hours.

The Gov. Gavin Newsom says the White House said yes to the request for a 
Presidential Emergency Declaration for Direct Federal Assistance after the 
twin earthquakes near Ridgecrest. Newsom put out a public statement 
saying the state’s “grateful for President Trump’s approval” of the request 
and for the continued efforts of local, state and federal emergency 
responders to protect communities across the region. As in previous 
emergencies, such as fires and floods, the emergency declaration helps to 
pay for emergency services and possible destruction. The Gov. had 
declared a state of emergency in Kern and San Bernardino counties.

Another state Senate committee to take a vote on a rent cap bill some say is 
controversial. The proposed law to cover the millions of homes in the state 
currently without rent control. The Assembly Bill would ban rent increases in 
some areas of more than 10 percent a year and would not allow landlords to 
evict tenants for no reason. Landlord interest groups are against the bill 
which could change things for up to 4.6 million homes throughout the state. 
For those already living with rent control, it would protect them in other 
ways. Rental units 10 years old or older would be covered by the bill if it 
passes. The Senate Judiciary voted to move the bill forward. It next goes to 
the Senate Appropriations Committee.

A bill passed by lawmakers would make it harder for police to use deadly 
force in Calif. It means that cops could only fire a weapon “when necessary 
in defense of human life.” The Gov. has signaled he’ll sign the Assembly Bill 
which comes after an unarmed black man, Stephon Clark, was killed in his 
grandparents backyard. Supporters hailed the bill’s passage in the Senate, 
but were worried about a possible weakening in the bill’s language as it 
moves thru the legislature.  Those against the bill say officers face danger 
on the job daily and were worried about officers hesitating and being shot 
first.

The State Assembly has passed a bill authored by Sen. Mike McGuire 
requiring anyone who runs for president and wants to appear on the Calif. 
ballot to release their tax returns. The Presidential Tax Transparency 
and Accountability Act requires the release of tax returns for anyone running 
for governor as well. Five years of tax returns have to be sent to the 
Secretary of State within 98 days of an election, then redacted versions of 
the returns would be posted for the public on the secretary of state’s website 
within five days of getting them. McGuire and his co-author Sen. Scott 
Wiener calling out Pres. Trump specifically for not releasing his tax returns 
after 40-years of other presidential candidates doing so.
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There will be a Climate Action Advisory Committee after the Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors gave it the green light. The committee will 
make recommendations to the board on policy ideas and put together a 
Sustainability and Climate Action Program, outlining the climate goals for 
the county. The discussions about the possible committee formation have 
been ongoing, but the public had something to say about it, so there were 
some changes in the language and direction of the committee first. The one 
outlier, Supervisor Carre Brown voted against the resolution, because she 
said there weren’t enough details and the structure and protocol of the 
committee might create problems in the future.

3 men arrested after a home invasion style robbery in Ukiah. One person 
calling the sheriff’s office saying six white men, some with masks on, 
wearing uniforms that said “Security”, came to their house, one person was 
hit by a firearm. Then those in the house were restrained at the remote 
location. Soon after the rip off two suspects took off. One of them in one of 
the victim’s cars. As officers responded they passed them on Orr Springs 
Road and took off after them. One of the men stopped and jumped out, 
running across the 101. The second vehicle was stopped, and the two men 
detained. They’re identified as Azuriah Paul and Shane Waier. Evidence 
from the robbery was found on them. Deputies patrolling the area arrested 
one other man, Nathan Kurtz. All of the suspects charged with several 
serious crimes including Robbery, Kidnapping, Armed in Commission of 
Felony and False Imprisonment.

A man from Lake County gets more than three decades behind bars for 
drug dealing and employing minors to help. Ryan Balletto got 372 months in 
prison for conspiracy to manufacture, possess with intent to distribute, and 
distribute marijuana; possessing firearms and employing a minor to violate 
drug laws. The man pleaded guilty in December to working to sell weed 
back in 2013 after growing hundreds of plants with others then coercing a 
15 year old girl to work on the pot farm. She was reportedly coerced into it 
and abused, holding her in a small metal box, electrically shocking her and 
raping her. He admitted he had multiple guns including assault rifles too. He 
was indicted back in 2013 and has been in jail since then. His co-defendant, 
Stephen Pearmain, also pleaded guilty to drug violations and got 150 
months. The female victim rescued.

A flyer being circulated in Eureka looking to recruit youngsters to a white 
supremacy group. Kym Kemp dot com reporting police got a tip about the 
propaganda and assigned a detective to investigate to make sure there 
were no threats to anyone’s safety in the community and find the source of 
the hate propaganda. They’re also working with the FBI and a Terrorism 
Liaison Officer on the matter. The police chief saying “racism, hate and 
violence by the group… has no place in the community and will not be 
tolerated.” They’re asking anyone with info to call police.

The body of a missing boater from Laytonville has still not been found with 
the help of an underground robot, but there’s a lead. The Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office out at Lake Mendocino yesterday looking for Vincent Soto 
after his dad Carlos was found dead there a month ago. Dad apparently 
died of either a heart attack or stroke, but his 40 year old son has not been 
seen since. Someone on the lake saw their empty boat and called for help. 
Family, friends and volunteers assisting in the search ever since. One family 
member has been holding vigil at the spot too. The Sheriff’s office 
presuming the son is also dead. Searchers say they saw something that 
might be a body, but they could not confirm, saying it also could be a log. 
The Sheriff’s office working with a deep water dive team to see if it’s indeed 
a body over the next several days.



PG&E, now being accused of not fixing old power lines that could have 
been a wildfire threat, knowing they needed replacing or repairs. The Wall 
Street Journal reports the utility company told the US Forest Service in 2017 
and 18, there were 49 older steel towers on a transmission line that had to 
be replaced and 57 more that had to have their hardware and aluminum 
lines replaced. The newspaper got the info from a Freedom of Information 
Act request. The paper reported previously PG&E also put off safety work 
on the line, known as the Caribou-Palermo line, for five years. The same 
line that started the Camp Fire. At the same time yesterday another victim of 
the fire was positively identified as 67-year-old Shirley Haley of Paradise.The body of a man found in a crushed jeep may be connected to the July 
4th 6.4 earthquake in Ridgecrest. The 56 year old man’s body found 
Tuesday pinned under a jeep in the Nevada town of Pahrump. It’s about 
150 miles from the epicenter. Police say they think the man, who had been 
seen the day before at a gas station alive, was working on the jeep when it 
fell of its jacks as the earthquake rumbled thru. There have been no other 
deaths or any serious injuries reported in connection to that temblor or the 
7.1 that hit the next night. The President declared an emergency in 
California after the quakes at the request of Governor Newsom so federal 
aid could pour in.

Reports of shots fired in Fort Bragg at an apartment complex, but the 
shooter’s on the run. Cops get a call Tuesday night from several people 
about shootings, and were told to be on the lookout for someone in a black 
hoodie, seen running from the area. Officers couldn’t find anyone right 
away, but say at least two rounds hit the building, but there were no injuries. 
They found evidence at the scene and it’s been taken to a lap. More shots 
fired later in the night, same thing, no suspects. More evidence recovered 
there. Cops investigating it as a gang related crime and say there was 
property damage and they’re still looking for whoever’s responsible… 
reminding they have a zero tolerance position on gang activity and will beef 
up patrols in the area.

A new coast commander has been hired by the Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office. The officer in charge is Lt. Andrew Porter or Ukiah, who succeeds 
the now retired Lt. Greg Stefani. Porter, a Ukiah native, started in the 
sheriff’s dept. back in 1995, left for a bit, then came back in 2008. He’s been 
a detective and in the department’s investigations division the last six years. 
He became a lieutenant last year, in preparation to take over the coast 
substation, managing 10 deputies on the coast from Gualala to Westport.

Two proposals have been released by Mendocino Coast Hospital for the 
public to see about a lease option to buy the hospital. The interim Chief 
Executive Officer Wayne Allen released the proposals that came in from 
Adventist Health and Advanced American Medical Group from last month. 
They were supposed to be private, but apparently a local newspaper 
published some of the details of the proposals as an ad hoc committee was 
examining them. So soon after the full details were released, which are now 
widely available online. Allen says they’ll still follow the plan of the 
committee’s review, then discussions about the proposals, with the 
committee then reporting back to the Board of Directors. Each of the 
proposals are for a lease with an option to buy the hospital down the road. 
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The nonprofit that bought the Lucerne Hotel is in and ready to do business. 
New Paradigm College is working to get funding and build their curriculum. 
The Record Bee reports former Lake County Supervisor Denise Rushing, 
along with long time county resident, William Stranger are the co-founders 
of the college. The news site reports they’re looking to start an accredited 
four-year, “trans-disciplinary” college deeply connected to the community 
that offers alternative agriculture practices, wildfire resiliency, fine arts, 
environmental studies and other subjects. They’re starting a speaker series 
next week and are beginning classes on permaculture and climate change 
soon. Also the last week of the month, they’re opening their “Hub,” the news 
site framing it as an entrepreneurism-focused meeting and workspace.

A man accused of killing two people nearly two years ago in Clearlake Oaks 
and pleaded not guilty, by reason of insanity may finally be set for trial. Alan 
Leroy Ashmore with a list of charges against him including murder, 
attempted murder, burglary and assault, his trial was set for January, but 
was continued repeatedly. He was recently in court and a doctors evaluation 
was entered into documentation last year, now it looks as though his court 
proceedings will start Tuesday. He’s charged in the death of his father 
Douglas and another man, Richard Braden and the attempted murders of 
CHP Officer Steven Patrick, Harold Noell, and Mauro Lopez. The jury trial 
currently set to start next month.

A man from Potter Valley accused in a fatal hit and run moving thru the 
court system with his preliminary hearing around the corner. Kirk Hamilton in 
custody since the accident last November, facing charges of dissuading a 
witness by force or threat, felon in possession of firearm, threaten to commit 
a crime and more for which he’s pleaded not guilty. Hamilton charged with 
hit and run with death, vehicular manslaughter without gross negligence, 
destroying evidence and providing false information to an officer. He told 
officers he noticed someone lying on the side of the road, went to a house 
and called for help, went back to the scene took the victim in his truck to a 
convenience store and called for help there too. But police say Harrison was 
driving a water truck with two men waiting for a delivery, one was hit and 
Harrison covered the whole thing up.

Several reports in Lake County of a phone scam. The Sheriff’s Office 
reports getting a call from folks saying someone called saying they’re from 
the Sheriff’s Office and the person answering had outstanding arrest 
warrants. The office says the caller requests personal info from the victim 
and says they need to pay money with wire instructions or to pay with a 
prepaid visa cards. The Sheriff’s office says they never call for money and 
are not connected to these calls. They also urge anyone who may have 
received a call to not respond, don’t give any personal info, like your name, 
date of birth, address, Social Security card, bank information or credit card 
information. They also say they’re investigating this as fraud.

New air quality guidelines for Mendocino County after the State released 
new rules at schools that have to deal with wildfire smoke. The Mendocino 
County Office of Education partnering with the County Public Health Office 
and County Air Pollution Control for the update in the County, so school kids 
are safe. It’s based on recommendations from the Centers for Disease 
Control and were developed in collaboration with local school district 
superintendents. It includes a possible cancellation of classes, school 
closures would have to be reported to families through pre-established 
channels and the Office of Education would also have to alert the public, 
and schools have to use protocols based on visibility. And there could be air 
filtration systems in schools from the Public Health Dept.



The July 4th holiday weekend arrests and accident numbers are coming in. 
As we reported 46 year old Aaron Kules was killed on Highway 1, hit by a 
pickup truck in Fort Bragg. Police report snarled traffic and a lot of people 
crowding the Mendocino Coast. There were three four car crashes in the 
same area of the highway, with one other injury. The Advocate newspaper 
reports there weren’t any fireworks or event-related arrests, and police calls 
were down. But the fire dept. reports they had a lot of calls, from the 
highway, none fireworks-related though.

After a request for an Autozone to be built in Fort Bragg, the City Council’s 
looking at possibly banning certain chain businesses. The Advocate 
newspaper reports at a recent council meeting there were complaints about 
the new auto parts store to be built on the west side of Highway 1 just south 
of the Noyo Bridge because the store was accused of illegal dumping in the 
past. Many council members agreed with one community member asking for 
rules to be in place for the council to say no to chain businesses in the 
future. The city manager telling council members to first talk with the city 
attorney.

There may be a location for a Mental Health Treatment Center in Mendocino 
County. The Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee is 
recommending a property in Redwood Valley for a new Regional Behavioral 
Health Training Facility and Mendocino County sheriff sub-station. The 
committee visited the 2,350-square-foot property which is for sale for 
$369,000. The idea for trainings and to prepare first responders and more. 
The Sheriff says there could be weekly mental health trainings there. The 
purchase would come from Measure B funds and the Sheriff’s Office. 
Apparently there are many others looking to purchase the property and the 
Board of Supervisors already took up the matter in a closed door session 
Tuesday.

The Gov. now officially designating the town of Paradise and other areas of 
Butte County as “rural” so more money could come in to the area from the 
Federal Government. The certification could mean millions in grants, loans 
and other aid from the US Department of Agriculture. including a new sewer 
system in Paradise. This comes after a massive loss of population after the 
Camp Fire. A recent survey showed there were just over 2,000 residents, 
but before the deadly fire, there were 27,000.

A woman from Paradise who gave birth on the day of the Camp Fire then 
had to be evacuated immediately after will be the subject of a new feature 
film. Heather Roebuck’s dramatic story posted on Facebook about her time 
in the Feather River Hospital and evacuation moments after a planned C-
Section. The movie, tentatively called, “Paradise” to be produced by an 
Academy Award-nominated and Emmy Award-winning filmmaker. The story 
will be based on Roebuck and her fiance’s story and the emergency workers 
who assisted Roebuck during her harrowing story.

Lawmakers sending a bill to the governor that should stabilize utility 
companies after the fires of 2017 and 18. The Assembly overwhelmingly 
passed the bill which could also help resolve some damage claims against 
the biggest utility company in the country, PG&E, in its bankruptcy 
proceedings. The Gov. Gavin Newsom said he would sign the bill this 
morning. The bill includes language so PG&E is held accountable for the 
2017 and 2018 fire victims after the utility filed for bankruptcy in January. 
The fires killed more than 130 people over one year and most have been 
blamed on PG&E equipment.



A young woman from Ukiah, a college student at Dartmouth in New 
Hampshire is suing that state regarding new state voting rules. The Press 
Democrat reports Maggie Flaherty was too young to vote in the 2016 
presidential election, but wanted to vote as soon as she got to New 
Hampshire, but she found there was a new law after state Republicans 
required college students to have in-state driver’s licenses and vehicle 
registrations. So she and another student with the American Civil Liberties 
Union are suing that state. The Gov. of New Hampshire says it levels the 
playing field, but the new Democratic majority repealed the law. The Gov. 
says he’ll veto that and the ACLU is calling it the equivalent of a poll tax.

A team at U.C. Berkeley looking at wildfire evacuations in Lake County with 
a report recommending more sharing between government agencies during 
disaster evacuations. The report, titled “Current State of the Sharing 
Economy and Evacuations: Lessons from California” takes a look at how the 
public sees ridesharing and homesharing and their possible impacts during 
wildfire events. They looked at events such as the Mendocino Complex Fire 
of 2018. The findings say there’s not always enough resources for 
evacuations and shelter for all citizens. The report added a proposal for a 
sharing economy, with private companies and/or private citizens who could 
help with transportation and sheltering resources.

A new law in place so offices of auditor-controller and treasurer-tax collector 
become one. The Gov. signed the bill yesterday from Assemblywoman 
Cecilia Aguiar-Curry and Sen. Mike McGuire. The bill passed last month. 
Aguiar-Curry’s office says the bill provides more efficiency and collaboration 
and cuts county costs. There are apparently five other counties who do this 
already, Mendocino, Santa Cruz, Sonoma, Trinity and Tulare. The Lake 
County Board of Supervisors’ also approved sending a letter to the governor 
to ask him for his support to cut down on county costs.

More deaths on the highway in the state over the Independence Day long 
holiday weekend. The update from the CHP regarding the July 4th holiday 
says there were 20 fatal crashes this year compared to 11 last year from 
Wednesday, July 3rd to Sunday, July 7th. 21 people died in the 20 
accidents and more than 1,200 people were arrested for DUI’s, compared to 
389 in 2018. Lake County did not report any fatal crashes during the 
maximum enforcement period, but the CHP’s Clearlake office reported 14 
crashes and five DUI arrests.

Thousands of healthcare workers are rejecting a new contract offer from 
Kaiser Permanente. The National Union of Healthcare Workers says their 
4,000 members have rejected the hospital giant’s offer because it doesn’t 
deal with long wait times for patients seeking mental health treatment in 
Calif. The union says their bargaining teams recommended voting against 
the offer while the hospital says it’s not going to wait on the union as it 
advances mental health care. Apparently they’ve agreed to hire 300 
therapists, invest $700 million in mental health facilities, more than $50 
million to retain employees and another $30 million in tuition assistance for 
current employees. The union says part of the offer came after the hospital 
realized the union would reject its latest offer.

Some of the victims of the wildfires of the last couple of years getting some 
relief after Governor Newsom signs a bill to create a multibillion dollar fund 
for victims. The fund will have as much as $21 billion which customers will 
pay half of and the utility companies in the state will pay the other half. The 
utility companies will not be able to dip into the fund to pay any claims until 
they’ve put at least $5 billion into safety improvements. The Governor 
responding to critics who say the bill was passed too quickly, saying 
lawmakers will return in August and deal with other wildfire related 
prevention measures.
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Congressman Jared Huffman trying to get a bill passed to protect and 
restore wilderness areas and have new recreational trails across the North 
Coast. Most of the land is in Trinity County with a more than 700,000-acre 
area where he also looks for work to help stop future wildfires. It would also 
bring nearly 300 miles of trails, something he says is important to the 
outdoor economy of the North Coast. Huffman’s bill could help attract 
tourism to Trinity County and help find new lodging to Redwood National 
Park, which he says could potentially have the same allure as Yellowstone 
or Yosemite. Huffman says he’s been collecting public comment for years.

A list of the places in Lake County that will be open or closed during Pacific 
Gas & Electric power shutoff’s has been made public. It’s on the county’s 
website and was put together by a group of businesses and residents. 
There are more than 100 businesses with grocery, gas stations, medical, 
educational, retail, municipal and utilities, banks and hospitals and 
government entities too. Not many gas stations can function, but many say 
they’ll do their best, Adventist Health in Clearlake will be open, the Lake 
County Superior Court in Clearlake will close, many grocery stores will stay 
open, but banks won’t, that includes teller machines. You can get all the info 
at lakecountyca.gov.

The Governor has appointed a Humboldt County Supervisor to take a 
vacant seat on the California Coastal Commission. 3rd District Supervisor 
Mike Wilson has been appointed and says he’s grateful to Gov. Newsom’s 
office and will take the position seriously, protecting and promoting coastal 
resources. He’s got a master’s degree in environmental systems 
engineering and has had a career in the field. He takes over for former 5th 
District Supervisor Ryan Sundberg.

Two fires in Clearlake over the weekend are out. Lake Co News reports 
local and state firefighters on the scene of the fires, one damaged a home, 
the other was behind a couple businesses, but didn’t damage them. The 
first was Saturday morning in a three story building, saving about 50 to 75 
percent of the home which was uninhabitable after the fire. No cause has 
been determined yet. A few hours later a fire broke out behind a McDonald’s 
restaurant so the parking lot had to be closed down along with the Tractor 
Supply Co. It burned about two acres. Some roads were closed down in the 
fight on both fires. No injuries were reported on either.

A protest in Lakeport on a hot day. Last Friday, folks protested the 
conditions at the U.S. Mexico border. Folks in front of historical city hall, 
carrying signs about Detention Camps. The nonprofit Lights for Liberty says 
they were protesting at at least 750 events across the county regarding 
immigrants being held at the border, especially children. The nonprofit says 
they’re asking politicians and the Trump administration to stop the practice 
right away. The protest in the heat of the day, only because no permits are 
needed during the day.

Work could start soon on the makeover at Lampson Field Airport. The Board 
of Supervisors poised to vote on the work on the runway at their meeting 
tomorrow after the bidding process ended. A company out of Salt Lake City 
with the lowest bid, a little more than $1 million. The money made possible 
thru the federal airport improvement program. Maxwell Asphalt’s had a bid 
at $1,000 below the project’s estimate by engineers. If they get the 
greenlight, the work could start by the end of the summer. There would be 
crack repairs, a slurry seal to preserve pavement on the runway and 
taxiway, and new pavement stripes and markings.



07/16/19

Several areas of the Mendocino National Forest have reopened after work 
done on the Ranch Fire scar. There’s still a lot of restoration work ahead, 
but the Forest Supervisor says they’ve reopened a lot of the fire closure 
area to summer visitors. Adding there are still signs up warning folks which 
areas to stay away from and that could continue for several years. The 
supervisor says the order goes for another year, but they’re constantly 
evaluating conditions and reducing hazards in the fire area.”

A couple from Lower Lake’s been arrested on multiple drug charges after a 
traffic stop.

Leighann Painchaud and David Row pulled over in Lower Lake and the 
deputy recognized the woman and knew she was on probation. A probation 
search was conducted at the woman’s house after she said she lived nearby 
with Row. They found about 50 grams of meth, a bag of psilocybin 
mushrooms, ecstasy, a tab of acid, and paraphernalia. They also found a 
bunch of weed, a butane honey oil lab and plants in the backyard. The two 
arrested on multiple charges including manufacturing a controlled 
substance, possession of controlled substance for sale and cultivation of 
marijuana and are due back for arraignments in September.

A couple of off duty firefighters from California and a physician’s assistant 
from Iowa saved someone who appeared to be drowning on Lake Tahoe. 
The Washoe County, Nevada sheriff says the three “Good Samaritans” and 
some deputies found the man submerged in the water unconscious. The 
sheriff says one of them administered CPR to the San Francisco Bay Area 
man, calling them heroes a week after the incident, saying they happened to 
be the right people, “with the right skills, in the right place, at the right time.”

A man and woman on the run in Alderpoint after deputies see a suspicious 
car parked on the Eel River bar. Humboldt County deputies see the man, 
possibly stripping parts from the vehicle. Deputies went over to investigate 
and saw another car close by with a woman inside. They approached the 
man and woman finding the first car had been reported stolen from Fortuna. 
Suddenly, they say, the man grabbed a glass bottle and the pair ran away 
into a heavily wooded area and couldn’t be found. Cops found four loaded 
firearms, two had been reported stolen, plus there was prescription meds, 
meth, drug paraphernalia and more than 400 rounds of ammunition.

A man police say disappeared while trying to save a child who fell into the 
Yuba River has been identified. Police say it was Alexander Alvarez of 
Citrus Heights who was with his daughter near Twin Bridges Saturday and a 
swift current tossed them both into the water, them swiftly took them 
downriver. A park ranger with a good Samaritan rescued the girl, but the 
man kept moving downstream. The Nevada County Sheriff’s & Rescue 
along with fire personnel and state parks personnel were looking for the 
man Saturday until dark with no luck. They returned again yesterday, and 
still were unable to find him.

A domestic violence incident in Ukiah leads to the arrest of a man. Cops say 
they got a call July 6th to a fight outside a home and found a woman and 
child at the home alone and were told Oscar Sanchez was there but left. 
The woman says she was dating Sanchez and while at a wedding earlier 
that night in Hopland they were drinking, then went home and got into a 
physical altercation. The child was still in their car and when the woman 
tried taking the keys from the car, she says Sanchez pushed her, and when 
she took the child out of the car, he pushed her. He was arrested after cops 
found he was on probation. He’s charged with domestic violence and 
violation of probation and held on $20,000.00 bail. At the jail, it was found 
he also had cocaine on him, so another charge of possessing a controlled 
substance was added.



A routine stop by cops in Ukiah leads to a drug arrest. Sheriff’s deputies on 
patrol July 3rd find a couple in a parked car, Antonio Delossantos-Rojas and 
Monica Maldonado and saw ammo out in the open, a glass 
methamphetamine pipe and a small plastic ziplock bag. When deputies did 
a records search, they found Delossantos-Rojas was prohibited from owning 
or possessing firearms or ammunition. They searched further and found a 
shotgun, semiautomatic handgun, drug paraphernalia, meth, and more 
ammo. Then more weapons hidden in a different area, a wooden stick with 
metal on one end, metal balls, knives and crowbars. Plus one handgun was 
reported stolen.  There was also stolen credit cards, and ID. The woman in 
the car cited for meth use, and Delossantos-Rojas was arrested on 
numerous charges including possessing drugs while armed with a firearm, 
possessing drugs, ammo and dangerous weapons and held on $35,000.00 
bail

A man in Ukiah’s been arrested for having a bunch of meth on him 
packaged for sale. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. reports a deputy 
saw Michael Lockett in the 1000 block of Airport Park Boulevard and 
recognized him and found him to be on searchable probation. The deputy 
found several plastic baggies with meth in them and more evidence of drug 
sales and paraphernalia. He’s arrested for possession for sale of a 
controlled substance, possession of drug paraphernalia, and violation of 
probation and booked on $82,500.00 bail.

A man in Fort Bragg has been arrested after reports of a domestic violence 
incident. Police say they got a call last Saturday morning to the 31000 block 
of Highway 20 finding a woman there who says she was dating Andrew 
Riffle. The pair in a tent at the location and Riffle got up to go to work and 
tried putting his shoes on, but the woman wouldn’t let him leave, grabbing 
one of his shoes, then they started fighting over a shoe. She says that’s 
when things got heavy, and Riffle put her in a “headlock” and dragged her 
from the tent. They say there were visible injuries on the woman’s neck.  
Riffle was arrested for felony domestic violence battery and held on 
$25,000.00 bail

A man in Gualala for having a gun. Deputies got a call last Friday to reports 
of a 17 year old boy found people he didn’t know outside his home on South 
Highway 1. They found Raymundo Moreles at the edge of the driveway at 
the teen’s home. Cops say Moreles saw the Deputy walking towards him 
and took out a loaded gun and threw it on the ground. He apparently 
thought the teen stole money from him. The teen says Moreles threatened 
him. Moreles was found to have more than an ounce of marijuana and 
ammo in his car, so he was arrested for making criminal threats, having a 
loaded gun in a public place and possessing more than an ounce of weed 
and held on $20,000.00 bail.

Another domestic violence arrest. This one last Saturday morning. The 
Sheriff’s Office got a call to a home in Ukiah where a woman says she had 
been in a fight the night before, after her ex-boyfriend came into her house 
and choked her until she could barely breathe. Ryan McIntyre was arrested 
after the woman complained about pain in her back. He’s charged with 
felony domestic violence battery and held on $25,000.00 bail.



A couple in Covelo have been arrested after a gun shot’s fired from a car in 
the 76000 block of Highway 162. Deputies report while driving to the scene 
they got a report of an assault and an ambulance had to be called. When 
they arrived they found Colter Reynolds and his girlfriend, Jessica Durazo 
where hitting someone with a bat, Antonio Tickner who they say had 
several traumatic injuries to his upper body. He was treated at the scene. 
The couple both had warrants for their arrest and were found to be on 
probation. Plus Reynolds was out of jail on bail at the time and Durazo was 
on felony probation for unrelated assault with a deadly weapon case. The 
pair arrested on various charges with Durazo held without bail and 
Reynold’s held on $55,000.00 bail.

The man who killed a couple on a beach in Jenner 15 year’s ago is going to 
prison for the rest of his life. Shaun Gallon confessed to shooting Lindsay 
Cutshall and Jason Allen on the beach. The two visiting the area from Ohio 
ahead of their impending wedding. Lindsay’s mom brought her wedding 
dress to the sentencing. Gallon got three consecutive life terms without 
parole and another 94 years in state prison for those murders, the 2017 
murder of his brother, and another attempted murder in Monte Rio in 2004. 
Gallon’s background included several other arrests over the years and was 
known to kill animals, not just for hunting. His lawyer said he had a history of 
mostly untreated mental illness.

An officer involved shooting in Clearlake after police investigate a stabbing. 
One person was taken to an out of county hospital and another to Adventist 
Health Clear Lake. Lake Co News reports the police officer involved was 
also taken to a hospital for precautionary measures but released. There’s 
not a lot of other information on the incident, but the news site reports 
dispatchers sent medical aid to the scene Monday night where they found a 
gunshot victim and someone else with a stab wound.

The body of a man who went missing more than a month ago while fishing 
with his dad on Lake Mendocino has finally been found. Someone 
apparently spotted Vincent Soto’s body Monday. Family members have 
been holding vigil at the Lake since he disappeared, and his father’s body 
was found. Dad either had a heart attack or stroke. Their boat found empty. 
Searches were ongoing since that day to look for Vincent after Carlos was 
pulled from the Lake. A call came in yesterday to the Sheriff’s Office for a 
body floating near the Coyote Valley Dam control tower. His family was 
waiting for him and said a prayer over his body. An autopsy was set for 
today.

A small wildfire threatening homes in the Clear Lake Riviera put out with no 
damage reported. The fire Sunday afternoon in about a 30-foot by 30-foot 
area of brush. The fire spread to about 100 by 100 feet near homes. Cal 
Fire reports there were several homes threatened. They say quick work by 
residents, calling 911 and firefighters nearby in Kelseyville and Cal Fire 
Kelsey Cobb helped. It was a perfect day for the fire to spread, hot, dry and 
windy. Rumors were circulating it might have been fireworks related, but so 
far it’s noted as accidental and whoever started it was fully cooperating. It 
started in a lot where weeds were just cut nearby, but not that lot.



Congressman Mike Thompson visiting a border detention facility taking 
notes, touring the place and sending pictures to the press. He’s also coming 
up with recommendations to improve the situation. There were about 20 
Democrats in Brownsville, Texas, last Saturday. Thompson told Lake Co 
News it wasn’t his first trip to a detention center, but this one was a “real 
mess” adding, “nobody… would be anywhere at all interested in spending a 
minute, let alone a day, in those areas.” He said it was large and over 
capacity, and has never seen another detention facility that full. He went on 
to describe the conditions as very poor, with 25 to 30 people in a closed cell 
with an exposed toilet, and they couldn’t all lie down. He also says criminals 
on death row are treated better in some cases.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office has their annual sweep of illegal 
marijuana sites in process. This whole week, the Sheriff’s Office working 
with the state Department of Food and Agriculture, Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, State Water Resource Board, Cal Fire and the National Guard are 
serving search warrants on public/private lands to look for illegal cannabis 
cultivation sites. They’re looking for sites without permits or believed to be 
illegally diverting water or otherwise harming the environment in the greater 
Eel River area of Northern Mendocino County.

A woman rescued after being injured hiking. A chopper, ambulance and a 
couple firefighters responded Sunday afternoon to Low Gap Park for the 
hiker who fell hiking to the “U” on the mountain above the park. The Record 
Bee reports the 43 year old in a steep section of private property not part of 
the park’s trail system. The woman reportedly injured her ankle and was 
airlifted out from the Ukiah Dog Park then got into an ambulance that took 
her to Adventist Health Ukiah Valley.

Reps from P G& E at the Mendo County Supervisor’s meeting to talk about 
their intended power shut offs in fire weather and their Community Wildfire 
Safety Program that was started after the fires of 2017 and 18. Part of the 
program is vegetation management, including clearing debris around power 
lines, eradicating hanging limbs and branches above lines, and removing 
dead and dying trees. The utility company is also doing more inspections of 
their transmission and distribution poles and towers, visual checks, aerial 
drone inspections, and installing more equipment. They said again the 
power shut offs could go as long as five days at a time and could impact as 
many as 5 million customers, with Mendocino County probably part of that 
since the county’s noted in a California Public Utilities Commission map as 
being at an elevated or extreme risk for wildfire.

The so-called Natural High property in Lakeport is being considered as part 
of a proposal for a new park. Money from Prop 68 to be used for a multi-use 
park with Lakeport identified as a “critically underserved community” from 
city staff to get grant money. The city applying for some of the available 
$255 million to possibly build an amphitheater, a multiple use lawn, 
concessions area, bathrooms, basketball court, shelter with tables, 
barbecues, a boat ramp and maybe even a boathouse. The Natural High 
property owned by the local school district and since residents voted to get a 
new pool with a bond measure in 2014, the money could go towards this. 
The money gathered, not enough for a pool after all.
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The Ukiah City Council trying to curb homeless camps to take a vote on a 
city camping ordinance. The Daily Journal reports it comes after a giant 
encampment was removed off Airport Road this year. As many as 50 people 
were camping at the site between the airport and the railroad tracks, living in 
tents and other shelter-like homes and cars. The Ukiah Police Chief told 
councilmembers last month about evicting the campers because it was a 
public health and safety risk due to increased crime and fire danger and 
pollution of a nearby water body. Now the City Council will vote on an 
“Urgency Ordinance” that nobody can be cited for violating the Camping 
Ordinance unless they were previously told about available shelter with 
space there and they refuse. It also says where people cannot camp and 
the hours. The meeting tonight at 6 at City Hall.

4 day weeks at schools in Leggett to continue. The only two schools in the 
tiny town are 90 miles apart, Whale Gulch School and Leggett Valley 
School. Because of that distance and how rural the town is, there are only 
four days of classes for kids from kindergarten to 12th grade with about 120 
students in all. But the state was trying to expand the district to five days 
due to federal funding needs. And the Leggett school district was reportedly 
about to be fined $27,000 too. The principal of the schools says they worked 
with State Senator Mike McGuire to correct the issue and a bill was passed 
so the school could permanently operate four days a week.

Another earthquake hits Calif., but this one was in Northern Calif. After the 
two major earthquakes of 6.4 and 7.1 in Ridgecrest over the July 4th holiday 
weekend, a 4.3 hit the San Francisco Bay Area yesterday. It hit about 1:11 
p.m. around 7.5 miles beneath the earth’s surface with an epicenter in the 
East Bay, about 7.5 miles east of Blackhawk and 17 miles southeast of 
Concord. Some folks in the East Bay reported feeling it and even out to 
Santa Clara too. There was also a 3.5 aftershock about 20 minutes later.

A continued lawsuit about marijuana delivery in California. The case in 
Santa Cruz County. A cannabis company suing the county saying it’s 
violating state law not allowing them to deliver to out of county retailers in 
some unincorporated areas. The suit filed by the East of Eden Cannabis Co. 
after it says the county threatened a possible criminal investigation and 
threats to revoke its license if they continued delivering to unincorporated 
areas. The Monterey County based company is asking to be allowed to 
resume deliveries and declare the county rules “void and unenforceable.”

A logging truck driver is recovering after a crash near Upper Lake. The one 
car crash on a private road outside the Middle Creek Campground, close to 
the edge of a private road. Firefighters went to the scene, finding the truck 
on its roof and the driver trapped. Lake Co News reports a heavy rescue rig 
was sent to the incident with several fire units, Cal Fire and the CHP also 
responding. An air ambulance was flown in, took the driver to an out of 
county trauma center. No word on his condition, but they say he was 
conscious when he was removed from his rig.

A veteran cop in Lakeport honored by the City Council as he leaves for a job 
in Sonoma County. The Mayor Tim Barnes presenting a proclamation to 
Jason Ferguson for his 21 years with the force. He leaves Friday to be the 
new police chief in Cloverdale.

Apparently Ferguson was one of the first cops in the city who was paid at 
the same time they went thru the academy. While employed there, he 
received 25 written commendations for his performance.



Unanimous support for a contract to work on the Lampson Field Airport 
runway. The Board of Supervisors all voted yes yesterday for the asphalt 
slurry seal project to a Utah company, Maxwell Asphalt Inc. of Salt Lake 
City. They’ll get just over one million dollars, with 90% of that money coming 
from the Federal Aviation Administration’s Airport Improvement Program 
funds, another 5 percent from Caltrans and the rest thru a local contribution. 
There will be minor repairs to the pavement that’s there, and new stripes 
and markings. The company doing the work was the only one to bid on the 
project.

The final update for the 2018 California Water Plan has been released by 
the Department of Water Resources. Every five years there’s an update to 
the plan as mandated by the Calif. Water Code. It includes the latest 
technology and science and an overall strategic plan for water to be 
managed across the state. After a five year drought, loads of floods across 
the state, verified sea level rise, and historic wildfires, there’s been much to 
include since the last Water Plan Update in 2013. The Director of the 
Department says it’s a new climate reality to respond to. And with that there 
are about 19 new priorities including improved watershed management; 
stronger infrastructure resiliency; restoring ecosystem functions; and 
working for under-represented communities and addressing regulatory 
challenges.

A man in Lakeport charged with killing his dad and trying to kill his mom in 
court for a doctor’s report hearing. Steven Michael Fredericks lawyer had 
previously said he doubted he was mentally competent to stand trial. A 
couple of doctors have examined Fredericks and one turned in their report 
last month, but the other doc’s report didn’t come in because he’s no longer 
taking patients in Lake County. The lawyers agreed to hear only from one 
doctor and waive a jury trial. The report in evidence now finding Fredericks 
indeed incompetent to stand trial and that he wouldn’t be able to understand 
the criminal proceedings or assist counsel in a rational manner. The 
proceedings against him are therefore suspended until he can be restored 
to mental competency.

A noose has been found hanging at Stanford University. An investigation 
has begun to find the source of the noose found last weekend hanging off a 
bush near a residence for summer students. The school says they’re 
investigating it for now as a “suspicious circumstance,” but may change it to 
a hate crime, if additional evidence warrants that. There are high schoolers 
and counselors, including many minorities, at the residence for a summer 
program, with some telling NBC Bay Area they felt threatened and scared.

A man and woman in McKinleyville arrested after reports of an armed 
robbery. A woman told deputies she was supposed to get a ride from Travis 
Mann and Sherry Jo Bennett to do some errands in Arcata but when they 
got back to McKinleyville, Mann stopped the vehicle, got out of the car, 
pulled out a gun and removed the woman from the car, taking her purse and 
leaving. Deputies found the car later, which was reported stolen from 
Washington state. A female matching Bennett’s description was seen 
nearby and they later found the man in a home. They found a weapon 
believed to be involved in the armed robbery, stolen property and car keys 
for the stolen car. The pair booked in jail on various charges including 
robbery and possession of stolen property.
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A man from Reno’s denied getting off death row for the 2008 rape and 
murder of a college student from Mendocino. A unanimous rejection to 
James Biela’s motion to get a new hearing regarding his appeal they denied 
in April looking for a new penalty phase for his trial connected to the attack 
on 19 year old Brianna Denison and for the sexual assault of two others 
near the University of Nevada, Reno campus. His lawyers say his public 
defenders in the case should have objected to improper evidence regarding 
a history of domestic violence and animal abuse. The justices agreed with 
that but said it wouldn’t even have mattered without the evidence, saying 
the penalty would have been the same.

A reporter for the Advocate and Mendocino Beacon newspapers has died. 
The newspapers report 34 year old Kelci Parks of Fort Bragg died 
unexpectedly last Friday morning. Police say there’s nothing to indicate 
there was any foul play and they’ve got an autopsy planned for this week to 
find out what caused her death. Blood Analysis and Toxicology reports 
could take 4-6 weeks to complete. She reportedly died at the home she 
shared with her 12 year old son. The Oklahoma native was an award 
winning photographer, journalist and barrel racer. A memorial is planned for 
Kelci this Saturday at 2 p.m., at the Russian Gulch State Park recreation 
hall. The Advocate is accepting any condolences for her son RJ and their 
family.

The family of a man missing more than a month, finally recovered from Lake 
Mendocino earlier this week, is thanking rescuers and others who helped in 
the search. Vincent Soto’s family released a statement after the 40 year old 
and his 62 year old father went fishing and both died. It’s believed dad had a 
heart attack or stroke, his body found soon after they went out on the water. 
Vincent was missing more than a month with search and rescue teams 
looking with overhead help, underwater help, dogs and water cameras and 
underwater robots. The lake was even lowered some to see if the body 
could be spotted as Soto’s family kept vigil on the dock since the accident. 
His cousin, Theresa Rodriguez released the statement for the family 
thanking the sheriff’s dept., all allied agencies who helped and private 
companies who spent weeks searching for the younger Soto.

More than 4 dozen unsafe items found by PG&E in Sonoma County on its 
power lines. The Press Democrat reports the utility company found safety 
issues, including burned or rotten power poles, damaged conductors and 
overgrown vegetation during a systemwide inspection they took on last 
December. There were also 1,200 safety issues on equipment. The new 
CEO of PG&E says it’s “unacceptable” and that the safety of its customers 
and communities should be the driving factor in their approach to 
maintaining their electric system. PG&E is the largest utility company in the 
country, serving nearly 5.5 million customers in Northern and Central 
California.

The Relay for Life in Mendocino County is set for the weekend. The yearly 
event for the American Cancer Society happening again at Recreation 
Grove Park in Willits. It’s happening this Saturday at 10 a.m. overnight into 
Sunday. Money raised to help fight cancer and the event also celebrates 
cancer survivors. The theme this year is ‘Relay Around the World’. They 
expect more than a dozen teams who will decorate booths to represent a 
city, country, or culture from around the world. It’s free to enter and games, 
prizes, crafts, raffles and more, are open to the public.



The CHP on the lookout for whoever scrawled a large message by the 
bridge into Big Sur on Highway 1. The Highway Patrol says the vandalism, 
painted in yellow paint just north of the bridge said “OVERTOURISM IS 
KILLING BIG SUR”. They’re asking community members to step up if they 
know anything about the crime, saying that sort of thing cannot be tolerated, 
and that they’ll go after anyone caught for felony vandalism in the case. A 
Caltrans spokesman says they took the paint off. It comes about a week 
and a half after a large yellow sign hung from the bridge July 6th with the 
same “OVERTOURISM IS KILLING BIG SUR” message.

Large swamp rodents invading Delta waterways. The state’s trying to 
eradicate the 15-pound rodents with hunting dogs and birth control for the 
pests which they say can destroy crops and wetlands. The state Department 
of Fish and Wildlife got $10 million to try to get rid of the nutria, or coypu, 
which somehow got to Calif. from South America. They spent some time in 
Louisiana before this. That state reports losing hundreds of thousands of 
acres of wetlands. Gov. Gavin Newsom’s new budget also included nearly 
$2 million for the CDFW’s nutria program. Since starting the campaign to rid 
the Delta of the pest, reports are that more than 600 are dead.

Moving forward with a buy for a property in Redwood Valley for the new 
mental health training facility and Sheriff’s substation. The Board of 
Supervisors voted to pay up to $278,000 out of Measure B funds and 
another $150,000 from Asset Forfeiture Funds for the purchase after the 
Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee officially 
recommended the site. There would be weekly mental health trainings and 
exercises at the property which includes a stage, a couple of ADA-compliant 
bathrooms, and an 800-square-foot home, all at a cost of about $369,000. 
The Sheriff’s office will pick up 30% of the bill. The Mendocino County 
CEO says they’re currently negotiating the purchase and a final purchase 
agreement could be forthcoming.

A consultant is being hired in Lakeport to bring in more development. The 
City Council approving a proposal from the Retail Coach. The company out 
of Mississippi specializes in retail recruitment and development to bring in 
more business. The cost to start is $30,000, and another $3,000 in travel. 
The City Manager says the city had a surplus so the money is there. It was 
part of the Lakeport Economic Development Advisory Committee’s strategic 
plan for business recruitment and retention. The city looking to potentially 
bring in hotels and or retail businesses.

The man who’s accused of starting the Clayton Fire and more than 15 
others is pleading no contest to a handful. Damin Pashilk arrested in August 
of 2016 has reportedly agreed to plead no contest to four fires that year, 
they include the Clayton Fire which burned 4,000 acres and destroyed 300 
structures, and the Canyon Fire which burned 15 and burned a home. He 
was in court last week on the arson charges and received a stipulated 
sentence of 15 years and four months. He’ll be formally sentenced 
September 23rd.

A man in Clearlake has been arrested for the rape of two kids under 13. The 
Record Bee reports 69 year old Bert Besio was arrested earlier this week at 
his home after an investigation into the molestation of the two children on 
multiple occasions. Cops say the man told at least one of the victims he was 
a former cop, which was not true. He’s charged with rape of a child under 
14, committing a lewd or lascivious act with force or menace upon a child 
under 14 and aggravated sexual assault of a child under 14 and held on 
$300,000 bail in the Lake County jail.



The Sacramento Mayor says every homeless person in the state should 
have shelter. Mayor Darrell Steinberg proposing shelters be provided for all 
homeless people on the streets of California. It follows a program in New 
York, which is spending as much as $1.5 billion a year for shelter for 75,000 
people. But California reportedly has up to 90,000 people living on the 
streets. The plan says once there are enough shelters, those still living on 
the street would be cited or fined. Homeless advocates say it’s not enough 
and there should be more affordable housing.

The cause of many of the massive wildfires the last 50 years across Calif. 
caused by climate change. This from a new study in the journal Earth’s 
Future. Wildfires increasing in size eightfold and the yearly burn area has 
ballooned to almost 500%.  The study says the human-caused warming, 
especially in forests of the Sierra Nevada and North Coast are probably 
going to keep happening. The study’s main author from the Lamont-Doherty 
Earth Observatory at Columbia University says Californians should be 
prepared for more wildfire activity, along with risks to property and health. 
They noted the massive fires of 2017 and 2018 with extreme wildfire activity 
and a massive loss of life and property, noting the Tubbs Fire in Sonoma 
County, The Mendocino Complex Fire last year and of course, the Camp 
Fire.

A new study regarding the 12 oldest state prisons shows some in major 
disrepair. The state commissioned study says some of the prison’s date all 
the way back to the mid-1800s and need major renovations and repairs if 
they’re going to keep being used. They reportedly hold up to a third of the 
state’s inmate population. The study conducted by consultants released this 
week showing almost all of these aging lockups were beyond their “useful 
life.” Those include San Quentin, which was built in 1852, and Folsom, built 
in 1880. The nearly 5.5 million dollar Kitchell CEM report released as the 
state was already working to fix old prison roofs. Some of the prison’s have 
even stopped using their dining or housing areas. The estimated cost to fix 
just one of the more recently built prisons, from 1955, has been estimated to 
cost more than $763 million.

Police in Clearlake releasing more information regarding that officer-
involved shooting after a reported stabbing Monday. Lake Co News reports 
preliminary findings that police got a call to a home for reports a family 
member was trying to kill people with a knife. Cops headed there finding a 
woman and two children outside who guided them in, where one officer 
heard someone yelling and went to a back room of the house. The officer 
forced his way into a room where two people were fighting, one stabbing the 
other. The officer shot at the stabber who wouldn’t stop so he fired his gun 
twice. The man dropped the knife and he and the victim were flown to a 
hospital for treatment. The officer who shot went to a hospital for blood 
exposure but was released. The District Attorney’s Office was notified and is 
investigating. The officer who shot the suspect is on administrative leave. 
Officers were wearing body cams at the time and those videos will soon be 
released.
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A man in Nice has been arrested for shooting a gun and yelling at 
neighbors. The Lake County Sheriff’s Dept reports getting a call to Grant 
Smith’s home and heard gunshots as they arrived. They ordered him to get 
out of the house, but he threatened to kill deputies. He came out shining a 
spotlight at deputies and said he had a gun and would kill everyone if they 
didn’t leave. But they couldn’t see a gun, then he went back inside and 
wouldn’t come out. A SWAT team was called and he still refused to come 
out no matter what they did, they went in eventually with a search warrant 
and arrested him. They found several empty .22 caliber shell casings and a .
22 caliber revolver. He was taken to jail and booked on 
Resisting/Threatening Officers and Negligent Discharge of a Firearm with 
bail set at $15,000.

An oversight committee needs to be staffed, and the Ukiah City Council is now accepting applications for the committee that will oversee the spending of Measure P funds for public safety. Applications can be found at www.cityofukiah.com/city-boards-commissions-committees/ and are due by 5 pm Friday, July 26th. Be prepared to answer questions about why you want to serve on the Committee, how your skills, experience, expertise, and perspectives will be beneficial to the work of the Measure P Oversight Committee, and what public safety experience you have.

As large areas of trees across California have died off over the last few 
years, PG&E approached the Mendocino County Cooperative Aerial Fire 
Patrol about flights over Mendocino County, with an eye towards spotting 
trouble in areas with high wildfire potential and a lot of PG&E infrastructure. 
The Daily Journal reports that the utility is now paying for about a third of the 
yearly budget for the cooperative, which has flights every day from the 
middle of June through mid-October, replacing manned lookout towers 
across the county. The flights allow a pilot to quickly survey any wildfires 
spotted from the air to find out how big they are, and what structures may 
potentially lie in the fire’s path.

The CDC and Mendocino County Public Health are warning about illness 
from contact with animals at exhibits ahead of fair season. In a release 
yesterday, the organizations said that interaction with animals at fairs, 
petting zoos, education farms, aquariums, schools, and other places may be 
fun and educational, but comes with some risk because the animals can 
sometimes carry E. Coli, Salmonella and other germs that can make people 
sick. Some recommended safety steps include washing hands with soap 
and water or using an alcohol-based sanitizer immediately after contact, 
keeping food away from the animals, supervising children and leaving 
pacifiers cups and toys outside of exhibits.

The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority says a discarded cigarette may have been 
what started a fire at an apartment complex on Sunday afternoon. Fire 
crews responded to the Willow Terrace Apartments at around 5:18 pm to 
find the fire right next to the building but said that since the walls were 
covered in Cement Fiber Board, the structure was not damaged. They did 
recommend the removal of wood chips used in landscaping on the complex 
because they could potentially fuel any fire that breaks out on the property.

The State Employment Development Department said today that 
California’s unemployment rate held steady at 4.2% last month. 46,200 
nonfarm payroll jobs were added in June, the second-largest increase all 
year. The construction industry saw the biggest gains with 11,900 jobs 
added, but 9 of 11 major industry sectors saw growth.

http://www.cityofukiah.com/city-boards-commissions-committees/
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The Mendocino County Board of Supervisor’s Cannabis ordinance 
recommendations have been updated. Supervisors of the Cannabis 
Economic Development Ad Hoc Committee gave the thumbs up to 
recommendations that will help local cannabis businesses, including the 
promotion of cannabis tourism through branding and marketing, updating 
temporary use regulations to streamline permitting, and planning and 
building services to allow scaling up to larger than 10,000 feet of cultivation. 
The Daily Journal reports that the committee will hold more meetings in the 
future to come up with more suggestions.

There are worries that future water supplies may be in jeopardy for half a million people in Mendocino County and other areas of Northern California following PG&E’s decision to shelve plans to relicense the Potter Valley Project. The decision has groups concerned because if it is not re-licensed, it could be de-commissioned. The Mendocino County Farm Bureau is hosting an informational meeting at the Ukiah Valley Conference Center on Wednesday, July 24th from 6-8pm to educate the public on the issue. Registration and more information can be found at www.mendofb.org/potter-valley-project-licensing.

The Washington Post has released a database of prescription pill 
distribution across the country and it shows that about 70 million pills were 
sent to Humboldt County during a seven-year period. That’s about 76 
oxycodone and hydrocodone pills for every person in the county, each year. 
Humboldt County tied as the eighth-highest among all 58 counties in the 
state according to the Daily Journal, which says the Northern part of the 
state saw more opioids than the rest of California. Humboldt County has one 
of the highest overdose rates in the state and has joined a lawsuit against 
opioid manufacturers and distributors.

A vote on the City of Ukiah’s camping ordinance has been tabled after 
changes were suggested. The Assistant City Attorney explained to the city 
council last week about a precedent in an Idaho court invalidating a similar 
anti-camping ordinance. She went on to say that homelessness cannot be 
considered a crime, but a ban on camping in certain areas or even sitting 
somewhere the city doesn’t like, could be considered constitutional. The 
city’s currently considering a camping ordinance to ban all camping in creek 
beds or other waterways or on sidewalks, and during certain hours. The 
council will take up the matter again at their next meeting August 7th.

A young man on a skateboard in Mendocino County has been hit by a car 
and died. The CHP reports it happened near the village of Mendocino last 
Thursday night. They say they got a report of a pedestrian hit at the 
intersection of Highway 1 and Little Lake Road and that the car left the 
scene. Officers say the front end of the car hit the 21 year old then took off 
as the skateboarder died at the scene. Cops are looking for anyone who 
may have witnessed the crash. So far there’s no description of a car or the 
driver.

Pacific Gas & Electric Co. is coming for a discussion with the Clearlake City 
Council on the utility’s plans for public power shut offs in high fire danger 
weather conditions. The shutoffs could go as long as five days at a time and 
could happen more than once in a fire season. The city manager says it’s a 
manmade emergency and that the city will lose money because of the 
shutoffs. The Record Bee reports the council will also consider a new policy 
requiring tobacco retailers to be vetted before selling certain products to try 
to reduce sales to minors. Last August the city adopted an urgency 
ordinance so no new tobacco-related businesses could open in city limits. 
The meeting this Thursday 6 pm at City Hall.

http://www.mendofb.org/potter-valley-project-licensing


The Lucerne Area Town Hall spending a major chunk of time saying anyone 
wanting to work on the Town Council should be able to, effectively removing 
residency requirements. This is due to people who rent homes in the area 
and aren’t property owners. Discussion then about revisions to bylaws to 
allow those who not only own property in Lucerne, but also those who own 
businesses and rent homes there to be on the advisory board. But 
apparently the Board of Supervisors would have to make any necessary 
changes. Another meeting is set for next Monday afternoon.

A couple of fires in Lake County over the weekend, someone killed in one of 
them. Cal Fire got a report yesterday afternoon of a fire in Cobb that was 
first thought to be an explosion. They arrived and found a structure 
completely on fire with one person inside. The fire spread to nearby brush, 
but it was out in a few hours. They’re investigating. Another fire in Lower 
Lake got close to the town, but no damage was reported. This one started 
yesterday afternoon as well. It burned in grass and brush and burned six 
acres. There were 2 structures damaged but nothing totally destroyed. This 
fire is also under investigation.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors considering bids for power backups 
due to PG&E’s intended power shutoffs in high fire weather. The meeting 
tomorrow morning with the board considering bids for emergency standby 
generators and transfer switches. The generators for Animal Care and 
Control, Behavior Health, Child Support Services, Social Services 
Administration, and Victim-Witness.

Lake Tahoe’s blue and full. A water master in Reno, NV says Tahoe has 
been about an inch away from its maximum surface elevation of about 6,229 
feet above sea level. He told the Reno Gazette Journal newspaper, the 
lake’s level is rare. He says it’s unique that it’s staying full, probably because 
there was so much snow this past winter. He says there’s good water supply 
there for three years and that the lake will reach equilibrium soon, as the 
snowmelt slows and the rate of evaporation increases.

Nine people hurt after a crash in a pickup truck that hit a large mountain lion 
then slammed into an SUV in the opposite direction in Lake County. The 
CHP reports the crash happened Friday night on State Route 29 near 
Kelseyville. The Press Democrat reported the Ford F-150 had four people in 
it when it hit the animal, then it swerved to the left and into the path of the 
Lexus SUV. They say four out of nine people in the vehicles were seriously 
injured, and two were not wearing a seatbelt, the mountain lion was killed.

Insurance in fire prone areas is becoming more difficult in Calif. CBS 13 in 
the Bay Area with a report that insurance rates are going up thousands for 
some folks. The Placer County Board of Supervisors are working with 
residents after one homeowner reported their insurance rates tripled. One 
supervisor says they can’t control the rates, but they can speak up about it. 
CBS 13 reporters asking the Dept. of Insurance if they can do something, 
for which they say if an insurance company proves the rate increase is 
warranted, they’d probably approve the rate increase.

Two Pacific Gas & Electric customers are suing to get the judge in charge of 
the utility company’s bankruptcy to disregard a new California law that says 
customers along with utility companies contribute to a fund to help mitigate 
some of the costs to the utilities in a wildfire disaster. The lawsuit filed last 
week claims the new law is unfair, putting the company’s rights above utility 
customers and taxpayers so that the companies can more easily raise rates 
to pay for wildfire damage or claims caused by power company equipment. 
The new law demands electric utilities meet new safety standards at the 
same time they pass the costs of wildfires onto customers raising rates to 
pay for that unless the company proves to regulators it acted sensibly — a 
higher standard.
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A couple of men in Humboldt County have been arrested after a traffic stop 
turns up drugs . The Humboldt County Sheriff’s Dept reports the stop in 
McKinleyville finding the driver, Anthony Workman was on parole, so he was 
taken in for DUI. His passenger, Travis Anderson, was also on probation 
with two outstanding felony warrants for his arrest. When cops searched the 
car, they found a loaded firearm, ammunition, suspected MDMA, and 
suspected cocaine which they connected to the passenger, Anderson. He’s 
charged for possession of a controlled substance, possession of a 
controlled substance while armed, felon in possession of a firearm and 
ammo, plus for the outstanding warrants.

One person had to go to the hospital after a car hit them on Highway 1. Fort 
Bragg police report it happened near the Hare Creek Bridge near the City of 
Fort Bragg. The victim was taken to the hospital. The Advocate newspaper 
reports it’s the fourth serious car-versus-pedestrian incident on a ten-mile 
stretch of the Highway from Fort Bragg to Mendocino in about two weeks. 
Two of the accidents had fatalities.

The state of Calif. now will have regulations for those who work on wildfires 
due to their exposure to unhealthy air. The new regulation from Cal OSHA 
says employers have to have respirators for their employees who are 
exposed to the unhealthy air. Employers already have to protect their 
workers from hazards including unhealthy air, but now Cal OSHA is looking 
to further strengthen requirements to address fine particulate matter from 
wildfires. The rule is only for a year, temporary now, as they refine the rule 
to pass it permanently.

A threat that we could lose the Potter Valley Project the subject of a meeting 
of the Mendocino County Farm Bureau in Ukiah. PG&E was selling the 
hydro-electric dam that brings water flows into Lake Mendocino, then 
claimed bankruptcy and halted the sale. The meeting tomorrow at 6pm in 
the Ukiah Valley Conference Center to talk about continuing the year round, 
dependable water supply. Apparently if the dam is not re-licensed, it could 
be powered down, resulting in no diversion from the Eel River.

Two men from Ukiah have been arrested in separate stabbing threat 
incidents. The Daily Journal reports cops got a call last Friday morning to a 
report a man was threatening a security guard with a knife. Marciano Piceno 
apparently approached by the guard who was on patrol and threatened the 
guard then left the area. Cops found him and arrested him for suspicion of 
making criminal threats. Then the same morning someone called to 
complain a man with a screwdriver was threatening folks and tried kicking in 
a door. That man, 19 year old Alwood Smith was arrested for suspicion of 
assault with a deadly weapon and for making criminal threats.

It’s been just over a year and Hardester’s Market is on track to reopen 
before the end of the year. The fire last Memorial Day weekend that 
destroyed the family-owned grocery store. The co-owner Ross Hardester 
says they should be reopened around Christmas time, if all goes as 
planned. The company transferred most of their employees to their other 
stores in Hidden Valley Lake and Cobb after the fire broke out in 
Middletown. The new store will be larger than the burned down store, by 
about 3,000 square feet.

A $700 million dollar settlement reached in the Equifax breach. Several 
million people in Calif. had personal information including their Social 
Security numbers and home addresses exposed after a 2017 security 
breach at the credit-reporting agency. The California Attorney General 
Xavier Becerra said it affected 15 million Californians who can get a piece of 
nearly $19 million the state will receive as part of the deal between Equifax 
and the Federal Trade Commission. Each claimant can file to receive as 
much as $20,000.
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Community members are being asked to give their two cents on ways to 
improve transportation in Lakeport. The Lake Area Planning Council and W-
Trans working with the city of Lakeport on ways to improve transportation on 
11th Street to benefit bikes, pedestrians, buses and other ways we travel 
besides vehicles. The report being called the 11th Street Corridor Multi-
Modal Engineered Feasibility Study. Lake Co News reports the study is 
being funded by Sustainable Communities Planning Grants from Caltrans 
for one of the main entrances into the city. It’s narrow, has no bike lanes 
and has narrow sidewalks on one side of the road surrounded by homes.

Local sales tax revenue off in Clearlake. The City Manager Alan Flora 
reported to the City Council a couple weeks ago that growth is slow. Flora 
says there were major drops in retail and car sales and that affects Measure 
P tax money that goes to police, and Measure V money, for roads. He did 
say there are a couple new businesses that have helped keep things in the 
black, specifically Big 5 and Tractor Supply. There’s also the new cannabis 
delivery company, the Clearlake Growth Fund, which has helped.

3 people arrested in Clearlake after traffic stops near a school. Last 
Wednesday a patrol officer near Pomo Elementary monitoring traffic and 
saw Vincent Hassenzahl littering out the passenger seat of a car window. 
He and Brittany Thorstenson, and the driver were contacted and searched. 
The cop found a loaded handgun on the ground near several homes and a 
resident found meth under their car. The two were arrested for multiple 
felony firearm and drug violations and the driver, for probable cause for 
driving on a suspended license.

A 65 hour training on domestic violence and sexual assault volunteer and 
response is coming up and it’s free in Upper Lake. Lake Family Resource 
Center offering the training for interested community members starting 
August 22nd thru the first week of October every Tuesday and Thursday 
night and Saturday morning at the Running Creek Casino. Those who finish 
successfully get their domestic violence and sexual assault counselor 
certifications and can potentially work or volunteer for Lake Family Resource 
Center.  For more info call at 707-279-0563 and reserve your spot.

Police in Lakeport reaching out to the public to find out who robbed a local 
nonprofit. Police say someone broke into Redwood Community Services 
office yesterday morning and swiped computers, gas cards, a 2009 Gold 
Toyota Matrix car, another car, a 2011 White Toyota Corolla and went thru 
desks and damaged a safe, they tried prying open. Police say they found 
items they believed were used to break into cabinets. They’re not sure if 
there was more than one person who broke in. They also say the windows 
and doors were locked and undamaged, so they don’t know how the crook 
got in. Anyone who may have seen something is asked to call Lakeport 
Police.

After several search warrants in Mendocino County, several thousand pot 
plants have been removed and hundreds of environmental crimes averted. 
Operation Clean Sweep is done in Mendocino County after 28 search 
warrants are delivered in Covelo, Dos Rios and Laytonville. More than 
42,000 plants were removed, 603 environmental crimes were observed, as 
well as pollution to water quality and water rights crimes observed and 
hundreds of California Department of Fish & Wildlife violations were also 
observed, but no arrests have been made.



Assemblyman Jim Wood’s bill to make sportfishing licenses last a year no 
matter when they’re purchased is taking a minute. The bill passed the 
Assembly, but Wood yanked it while the Senate was considering it to take 
another look at policy and marketing strategies to increase fishing and 
hunting in California. The bill could then include incentives for those who 
purchase fishing and hunting licenses in California. In the last 4 decades 
state fishing license sales are way off, up to 55%, so the bill looks to reverse 
that trend. A sportfishing license is about $50 and they last, no matter when 
you buy them, until Dec. 31st of the year.

A search is underway for a man from Santa Rosa last seen Friday and 
believed to be in Mendocino County. The Sheriff’s Office reports searching 
north of Pieta Creek in southern Mendocino County for 25 year old Derek 
Weidner. The man’s 2015 gray GMC Denali pickup at around mile marker 
6.7 on the 101 in Hopland last weekend. Then the search started Monday 
and continued all day yesterday. The man seen last at the Sonoma County 
Fairgrounds RV Park in Santa Rosa. He’s described as 6 foot 3, 290 pounds 
with brown eyes, black hair, and a heavy build with a beard.

A Wildfire Safety Open House has been presented by PG&E in Willits. The 
presentation at the Willits Community Center last Thursday to answer 
questions about the proposed Wildfire Safety Program and Public Safety 
Power Shutoffs. There was information for the public to look at up close and 
personal and a chance to ask questions and hear the utility’s plans for this 
fire season. They mentioned again that power lines that pass thru high fire-
threat areas may be turned off for safety reasons. They say they’ll make 
sure they let customers know within 48 hours of the planned shutoff, but that 
extreme weather conditions may mean less notice.

A man wanted in Ukiah for several crimes. Bryan Andrew Martin wanted on 
several warrants by the Sheriff’s Dept. The Sheriff’s Dept. says Martin is 
wanted for committing a felony while out on bail, possessing drugs, drug 
paraphernalia and for disobeying a court order. His picture is posted on the 
Sheriff’s Dept. Facebook page under Warrant Wednesday. He’s described 
as a 50 year old man, about 6 feet tall, 170 lbs with blonde dreadlocks and 
blue eyes. They’re looking for anyone who may have seen Martin to report 
him to the sheriff’s office.

PG&E still working to install equipment ahead of this fire season. Workers 
seen yesterday in the Mayacamas Mountains east of Geyserville installing a 
solar-powered weather station. The utility company is installing cameras 
around the state too after the fires of 2017 and 2018. They plan to install at 
least 600 weather stations in high-risk fire areas from Bakersfield to the 
Oregon border in Calif. Within the stations will be 100 high-def cameras that 
can zoom in on fires and home in on their locations.

A lot of money finally pouring into the state nearly four years after a 
cancelled Dungeness Crab season. The nearly $26 million dollars from the 
federal government after a toxic algae bloom ended the commercial crab 
season in 2015-16. The federal package includes about 23 million in direct 
aid for crab fisherman and seafood processors with about half for 570 
Dungeness crab permit holders who will be paid by the amount of crab traps 
they had permits for in the 2015-16 season.



The Lake County Board of Supervisors has given the formal go ahead for 
the purchase of several backup generators in the case of PG&E Public 
Safety Power Shutoffs. Yesterday, the board gave the green light to staff to 
buy the generators. Lake Co News reports the board asked the Public 
Services Dept. to get bids on generators for only two weeks. The county 
says they opened bids to electrical contractors separate from installations 
Monday, and are evaluating those now. So far the lowest bid for generators 
and transfer switches was around $200,000. They would be going into 
Animal Care and Control, Behavioral Health Dept, Child Support Services, 
Social Services Administration and Victim-Witness.

A meeting’s planned regarding the old Geothermal landfill in Middletown. 
The site on Butts Canyon Road on part of a 460-acre property owned by 
Pacific Gas and Electric Co. There’s a 15 acre closed landfill on the 
property. The site had been used between 1976 and 1986 by various 
entities as a dumping ground for nonhazardous drilling wastes from 
exploratory drilling, geothermal well development, and plant operations. 
Then from 2003 to 2006, PG&E started to close the area off so there would 
be no human contact with the waste, but then concentrations of certain 
chemicals were found in shallow groundwater near the landfill. The town hall 
meeting on the matter, August 13th after the public comment period ends. 
That started July 15th.

Comments can be sent to Brad Shelton, P.G., Central Valley Water Board, 11020 Sun Center Drive #200, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670, or via email at Brad.Shelton@waterboards.ca.gov .

A sinkhole in the area of the Nice-Lucerne Cutoff should be fixed today. The 
giant hole found yesterday under part of a bridge crossing the Rodman 
Slough. The cutoff had to be temporarily closed. The Lake County 
Department of Public Works sent out an alert to the community about the 
closure yesterday. Lake Co News reports the Road Superintendent says the 
issue came after mass flooding in Clearlake this winter. The last time the 
Cutoff was closed was in February 2017 during a rainy winter. That time the 
roadway was closed for almost ten days.

Some Calif. insurance companies apparently interested in taking over 
Pacific Gas & Electric which owes them billions after wildfires believed to 
have been started by the California utility’s equipment. A group of insurance 
companies has reportedly filed court documents to try to bring an end to 
PG&E’s exclusive right to file a reorganization plan as part of their 
bankruptcy proceeding. The companies want to submit their own plan for 
wildfire victims and other PG&E creditors. The insurance companies say 
PG&E owes them as much as $20 billion in wildfire losses and they would 
like their to be converted into stock so they would own a major part of the 
company and could then come up with a trust for wildfire victims. They call 
this idea a viable path to PG&E emerging from bankruptcy. PG&E has until 
Sept. 26th to submit its plan.

A man who went missing on Lake Mendocino after his father also died on 
the lake, has been laid to rest. Carlos Soto apparently had a heart attack or 
stroke and his son Vincent was missing a month before he was found July 
15th by kayakers on the lake. The younger Soto was found after his family 
kept vigil at the Lake daily since the two men went out on a fishing trip. The 
Press Democrat reports Soto’s brother, Daniel Garcia said they had the 
funeral last Friday. The family carried him to his grave site which is 
consistent with their tradition.

mailto:Brad.Shelton@waterboards.ca.gov
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The Governor says the DMV’s issues could take more time even as they try 
to improve customer service. The department will start to accept credit 
cards, upgrade its website and offer clearer instructions for residents to get 
the federally mandated REAL ID after two hour wait times last summer. The 
Governor says the work to improve wait times is ongoing, but that it will still 
be tough next year because of an expected surge in people getting their 
new federal ID’s. The governor’s comments after a report on the DMV was 
released about how the agency would improve services. The Gov. has also 
appointed a new DMV director, but he has to be approved by the state 
senate.

Another town hall with PG&E sheds more light on their public safety power 
shutoffs, this one in Upper Lake. A utility company representative says if 
there’s an active fire, there’s no public safety power shutoff, it’s only to 
prevent fires in certain weather conditions. The PG& E Representative for 
Sonoma and Lake Counties in town Tuesday talked about their intended 48 
hour notice ahead of any shutoffs. The utility company says the shutoffs 
would help reduce the risk of their equipment starting fires after their 
infrastructure was blamed as the ignition point for multiple destructive fires 
in California the last couple years. The rep says they’ll work with Cal Fire 
who will instruct them which direction an active fire is moving and they will 
shut down power in that direction.

The Gov. Gavin Newsom signs a bill to have a new Safe and Affordable 
Drinking Water Fund that would put money into local water systems so they 
have safe drinking water. The Gov. says more than a million Californians 
don’t have access to clean drinking water at home, work or school impacting 
their lives every day. The latest state budget puts $130 million to pay for 
safe drinking water projects and instructs the State Water Resources 
Control Board to come up with a spending plan to find which water systems 
are failing and have solutions to bring safe and affordable drinking water to 
those areas.

A man in Ukiah’s arrested for the attempted murder of his stepdad. Ukiah 
police say 24 year old Rafael Maldonado-Mata was arrested after his 
stepfather ended up in the hospital with stab wounds. The victim tells police 
he was preparing to go to work when Maldonado-Mata started stabbing him 
without provocation. He was hit three times, then took himself to the 
hospital. Police arrested the 24 year old on suspicion of attempted murder 
and for violating his probation.

The body of a man from Talmage has been found floating in Mill Creek 
Dam. Police say 43 year old Victor Delgado was found yesterday east of the 
city of Talmage near the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Deputies say he 
was found by someone fishing nearby fully clothed. Police say it didn’t seem 
like he was there swimming, but there were no apparent signs of foul play. 
An autopsy is planned to determine the cause of death which will include a 
Toxicology analysis.

Is a strike imminent by a Mendocino County labor union. The Mendocino 
County SEIU Local 1021 chapter had an informational picket in front of 
the Mendocino Administrative Building in Ukiah. They’re trying to get higher 
wages for county workers. They have 800 members in the chapter. The 
informal picket amid a delay in negotiations. The union says some members 
have to have second jobs, or they quit for better paying jobs, or some suffer 
in low staffing jobs so they’re overworked and work overtime. The union 
says they told the county what they needed in May but have not received a 
counteroffer. Their contract expired June 30th.



Mendocino Coast District Hospital is down to one suitor. The struggling 
institution reportedly had a board meeting Monday on the matter where it 
was announced  American Advanced Management Group was no longer a 
candidate for taking over the hospital. This after an investigation into the 
company by the state Attorney General. The decision to reject was 
unanimous. One board member said he thought the whole thing was tainted 
somehow. Now Adventist Health is the only contender to purchase or lease 
the troubled facility.

The Sonoma County Board of Supervisors is reportedly considering 
divesting from major banks that have been in business with those involved 
in migrant detention centers along the U.S.-Mexico border. The Press 
Democrat reports protestors placed cages outside the county’s main 
administrative building with stuffed animals wrapped in thermal inside them, 
to replicate conditions of detained migrant children on the border. Several 
people from the public spoke at the meeting urging the board to divest from 
Bank of America and Wells Fargo. Each own shares in some private 
contractors managing detention facilities at the border.

It’s a challenge to keep waterways in Calif from getting infested with 
invasive mussels. In Lake Tahoe two boats were recently stopped from 
going into the water because they were infested. The Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency says the two boats were being quarantined until they could 
be decontaminated. Inspectors reportedly found up to 100 invasive mussels, 
some they say may have been alive, in the hull of a powerboat from Lake 
Pleasant, Arizona, that one still quarantined. Another smaller boat launched 
after about 20 dead mussels were plucked off that vessel.

Police are looking into reports of a dog biting people in Lakeport. Police 
working with Lake County Animal Care and Control after complaints of a 
vicious dog in Library Park and downtown Lakeport the last couple of 
months. The male red and white Australian Shepherd seen Monday night 
near the Lakeport Yacht Club. Two reports of a similar dog or the same one 
biting a woman last week and a man July 7th, both incidents at Library Park. 
The dog being held by Lake County Animal Care and Control during their 
investigation. Reports say the same dog bit another person May 27th.

Nearly 900 acres of land in the Eel River watershed near Potter Valley is 
now permanently protected a decade and a half after PG&E’s 
1st bankruptcy. The Mendocino Land Trust and the Potter Valley Tribe with 
Pacific Gas & Electric and the Pacific Forest and Watershed Lands 
Stewardship Council announcing the agreement. It comes as part of 
PG&E’s 2003 bankruptcy settlement. The lands were donated to the tribe 
and the conservation easement was agreed to forever. This means the 
Potter Valley Tribe and Mendocino Land Trust will protect the area and its 
attributes including fish and wildlife habitat, open space, public view-shed, 
forest ecosystems, historic and cultural values and public access.

The next National Night Out is around the corner. Folks across the country 
are asked to turn their lights on Tuesday, August 6th and spend the night 
outside with neighbors, friends and public safety workers. In Fort Bragg, 
Police and Neighborhood Watch are hosting the National Night Out at 
Bainbridge Park at 5. There will be treats and prizes for the kids as you get 
to know your community and Public Safety personnel. It’s sponsored by the 
National Association of Town Watch and locally co-sponsored by the Fort 
Bragg Police Department and Fort Bragg Neighborhood Watch.
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A federal judge is allowing the state of California to take a couple weeks to 
decide on proposals to take over control of Pacific Gas & Electric to get the 
utility out of its latest bankruptcy. This one because of massive wildfire 
claims. The judge in this year’s bankruptcy allowing the two week wait after 
lawyers for the Gov. and state regulators asked for time to consider the best 
plan, looking to come out of its bankruptcy by next June. PG&E can submit 
their exclusive plan to pay off debts and reorganize finances, but then a 
group of insurance companies and another group, of PG&E bondholders, 
also get to present proposals. The insurers are claiming PG&E owes them 
$20 billion in reimbursements for wildfire claims and the bondholders say 
they’re owed at least $16 billion to pay wildfire claims.

It’s almost back to school time and schools in Paradise are getting ready 
after the Camp Fire. In 3 weeks schools are set to reopen. Water was 
turned back on last week at the high school and the elementary school is 
ordering play structures. All hazardous trees near the schools have been 
removed, but there are still ominous signs from the deadly fire left behind. 
Almost two thirds of the student population in the Paradise Unified School 
District are enrolling out of the district, many to Chico and Oroville. Buses 
will be available for children displaced by the fire. The lowest teacher to 
student ratio ever is expected with 136 teachers for around 1,200 to 1,400 
students, compared to 3,300 before the fire.

DA’s and Public Defenders are planning to strike in Mendocino County. The 
Mendocino County Public Attorneys Association negotiating a new deal with 
the Board of Supervisors since last fall, their contract ended this past 
January. The union says it made an offer to the county’s negotiating lawyer 
and got no response until last month, but negotiations have mostly gone 
nowhere. The union says while the board gave itself a 17 percent raise last 
year, public servants continue to struggle as the county continues to pay out 
of market rates, 35-45 percent less than comparable markets. The union 
says it thinks they’re at an impasse. The union says the latest offer was for 
4% more, and that’s unacceptable.

Police have arrested a man in Fort Bragg after a couple of shootings they 
say were to lure young people. Police say the shootings July 10th and 
11th didn’t hurt anybody, but some buildings were hit. Police collected 
evidence there and went around the neighborhood looking for probationers 
and parolees with possible gang ties. They arrested one person for a parole 
violation who they say may be involved in six shootings since March. They 
say 32 year old Harry Mila was trying to get youngsters to engage with him 
in gang-like behavior and warn if you see him around your kids, it’s not 
good.

A wildfire we told you about in Napa is fully contained. The Canyon Fire was 
100% contained yesterday after breaking out Monday afternoon on Wragg 
Cyn Rd and Hwy 128 at Lake Berryessa. Another fire, the Marshview fire in 
Solano County started yesterday on I-680 and Marshview Rd. near 
Cordelia. The two fires together burned 64 acres. The two fires are under 
investigation.

Nuisance vehicles in Fort Bragg are going to be pulled, but there’s still no 
ordinance on public camping. The City Council said yes to the first reading 
of the “nuisance vehicles” ordinance in order to remove cars from city 
streets. Vehicles abandoned, unregistered and inoperable or used for 
storage or camping can be cited. And the council tabled a vote to ban most 
camping in town, and ban sleeping in cars in the Central Business District, 
and other rules. But the Mayor pulled it from the agenda saying they’d return 
to it again in the future.



A packed Lakeport School Board meeting with parents, students and others 
discussing what should be done with leftover bond money. There’s more 
than 1.3 million dollars left over in the fund. The Record Bee reports some 
speaking wanted a pool, or others wanted a fitness center. One estimate for 
a new pool came in at just under 2 million, that was without locker rooms 
and American Disabilities Act accessibility bathrooms. Some at the meeting 
complained there could be no swim team without a pool, and others simply 
wanted air conditioning added to the gymnasium. The board president 
speaking to the standing room only crowd saying the discussion on air 
conditioning should be talked about, but later. The board also discussed 
their budget and the possibility of laying off some people, including a high 
school counselor, computer tech, crossing guard, and special education 
para-professional.  

The three investor owned utility companies in Calif. have all said they’d be 
open to putting money into a new fund to cover the costs of future wildfire 
disasters associated with their equipment. San Diego Gas & Electric already 
agreed to put money into the $10.5 billion dollar fund and Southern 
California Edison and Pacific Gas & Electric agreed yesterday. It’s not 
agreed yet what each will put up yet, because rules for the plan it depends 
on the company’s individual risk of catastrophic wildfire and prior history with 
safety. P,G&E is reportedly paying more than the others, but only after it 
gets out of bankruptcy. And San Diego Gas & Electric will pay the least.
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the Board of Supervisors since last fall, their contract ended this past 
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of market rates, 35-45 percent less than comparable markets. The union 
says it thinks they’re at an impasse. The union says the latest offer was for 
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say were to lure young people. Police say the shootings July 10th and 
11th didn’t hurt anybody, but some buildings were hit. Police collected 
evidence there and went around the neighborhood looking for probationers 
and parolees with possible gang ties. They arrested one person for a parole 
violation who they say may be involved in six shootings since March. They 
say 32 year old Harry Mila was trying to get youngsters to engage with him 
in gang-like behavior and warn if you see him around your kids, it’s not 
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A wildfire we told you about in Napa is fully contained. The Canyon Fire was 
100% contained yesterday after breaking out Monday afternoon on Wragg 
Cyn Rd and Hwy 128 at Lake Berryessa. Another fire, the Marshview fire in 
Solano County started yesterday on I-680 and Marshview Rd. near 
Cordelia. The two fires together burned 64 acres. The two fires are under 
investigation.

Nuisance vehicles in Fort Bragg are going to be pulled, but there’s still no 
ordinance on public camping. The City Council said yes to the first reading 
of the “nuisance vehicles” ordinance in order to remove cars from city 
streets. Vehicles abandoned, unregistered and inoperable or used for 
storage or camping can be cited. And the council tabled a vote to ban most 
camping in town, and ban sleeping in cars in the Central Business District, 
and other rules. But the Mayor pulled it from the agenda saying they’d return 
to it again in the future.



Power outage preparation:

To receive alerts:

To learn more about the Community Wildfire Safety Program:

– Call 1-866-743-6589

A packed Lakeport School Board meeting with parents, students and others 
discussing what should be done with leftover bond money. There’s more 
than 1.3 million dollars left over in the fund. The Record Bee reports some 
speaking wanted a pool, or others wanted a fitness center. One estimate for 
a new pool came in at just under 2 million, that was without locker rooms 
and American Disabilities Act accessibility bathrooms. Some at the meeting 
complained there could be no swim team without a pool, and others simply 
wanted air conditioning added to the gymnasium. The board president 
speaking to the standing room only crowd saying the discussion on air 
conditioning should be talked about, but later. The board also discussed 
their budget and the possibility of laying off some people, including a high 
school counselor, computer tech, crossing guard, and special education 
para-professional.  

The three investor owned utility companies in Calif. have all said they’d be 
open to putting money into a new fund to cover the costs of future wildfire 
disasters associated with their equipment. San Diego Gas & Electric already 
agreed to put money into the $10.5 billion dollar fund and Southern 
California Edison and Pacific Gas & Electric agreed yesterday. It’s not 
agreed yet what each will put up yet, because rules for the plan it depends 
on the company’s individual risk of catastrophic wildfire and prior history with 
safety. P,G&E is reportedly paying more than the others, but only after it 
gets out of bankruptcy. And San Diego Gas & Electric will pay the least.

Updates by Pacific Gas and Electric in another town. We’ve been reporting 
on various meetings with the utility company as representatives travel 
across the state with town halls to talk about minimizing fire risk and 
increasing safety. They’re warning folks to get ready for possible power 
shutoffs this fire season of up to 5 days at a time. The Lake and Sonoma 
county representative, Herman Hernandez in Clearlake last night at the city 
council meeting. He went over the company’s Community Wildfire Safety 
Program, including the intended Public Safety Power Shutoffs. He says the 
work they’re doing now comes because of climate change, the 
mismanagement of infrastructure and giant wildfires in recent years. As 
we’ve been reporting the utility company is also installing 1,300 new 
weather stations to monitor fire weather conditions along with hi def 
cameras in some spots too.

www.pge.com/beprepared

Update your contact information at www.pge.com/mywildfirealerts

– Email wildfiresafety@pge.com

– Visit www.wildfiresafety.com

To see if you are in a high risk fire area, visit the California Public Utilities 
Commission fire threat map:

https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/firemap/

http://www.pge.com/beprepared
http://www.pge.com/mywildfirealerts
mailto:wildfiresafety@pge.com
http://www.wildfiresafety.com/
https://ia.cpuc.ca.gov/firemap/
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Nearly 500,000 homes in California are said to be at a high or very high risk 
of wildfire damage. The real estate site Zillow also shows the homes are 
worth as much as $268 billion dollars. The properties have been noted by 
the U.S. Forest Service as in danger. They’re only about 5% of the total 
homes in Calif. with an average value of $550,000. The real estate site 
analyzed the wildfire risk in four major metropolitan areas in California: Los 
Angeles, Riverside, San Diego and Sacramento with Riverside with the 
most at-risk homes, but the ones flagged in Los Angeles had the highest 
average value, at more than $1 million. Federal officials say this year could 
have even more destructive wildfires than last year, the National 
Interagency Fire Center has predicted “above normal significant large fire 
potential” in parts of California this year.

everal million student records have been breached. An online security firm 
out of Great Britain says there was an online cloud authentication method 
that led to almost 7 million student records possibly being stolen after 
someone put the K-12 database online and forgot to set a password. It was 
found at the end of June by the company Comparitech, and the leak was 
secured about a week later, it was announced to the public July 10th. The 
info breached included names, ages, and genders of students and where 
they went to school. But another onlite site, K12.com says it wasn’t that 
serious, and more like 20 thousand or so students affected.

Applications are being accepted by the Ukiah City Council for those 
interested in being on the Measure P Oversight Committee. Measure P was 
a ½ sales tax paying for more Public Safety. The deadline for applicants has 
been extended to Aug. 9th. The City Council authorized a resolution related 
to Measure P for an oversight committee to report on Measure P money 
raised and what it’s being spent on every two years. This would be the 
second committee appointed to oversee money earned and spent. 
Applications are available at the Ukiah Police Department, or at the city’s 
website.

Two homes burn in Hidden Valley Lake. It happened early this morning just 
after midnight with Cal Fire and South Lake County Fire on the scene in 
about 10 minutes. The fires were reported to be threatening other nearby 
homes so firefighters were protecting the other homes and nearby brush. 
Within an hour, firefighters said they were making progress and stayed 
several more hours. PG&E was also on the scene, securing power lines. No 
word so far how the fire may have started.

Applications are being accepted for the Lake County Planning Commission. 
Those interested would be part of the team advising the Board of 
Supervisors on land use decisions, then put actions in place as ordered by 
the supervisors per state law. There are five members on the commission 
appointed by the Board of Supervisors for a two-year term. They’ve been 
meeting the second and fourth Thursday of the month in board chambers 
and sometimes other times too. All of their meetings are open to the public 
with agendas online for a week before a meeting.



A man from Lower Lake’s been arrested after a drive by shooting in 
Clearlake. Cops say Michael Wagner was arrested Saturday morning on 
several charges after another man was injured. Police say they had a report 
of a shooting Friday night and think Wagner was on a three wheeled 
motorcycle and had a verbal altercation with the other man who was a 
passenger in a car next to the gas pumps. When they went to drive away, 
Wagner pulled a gun and shot a single bullet at the passenger, hitting him in 
his torso. Witnesses say they saw Wagner take off afterward. He was 
arrested Saturday with the same gun on him. Since he’s a convicted felon 
and not allowed to have guns or ammo, he was arrested on probable cause 
for attempted murder, assault with a deadly weapon, carrying a loaded 
firearm with the intent to commit a felony, and a convicted person in 
possession of a firearm and ammunition and held on $200,000 bail.

A possible arson fire at an apartment building in Clearlake. The building had 
to be evacuated Saturday night after a field behind the complex caught fire. 
Police say it was not accidental, saying the arson fire was burning in heavy 
brush toward the Cache Creek Apartments. Fire officials say between 150 to 
200 people were evacuated. Police got reports of a man seen near the fire 
and some got pictures of him. The fire burned about 4 acres and no 
apartments were damaged.

An ex Department of Motor Vehicles employee is going to prison for 
accepting bribes for driver licenses. 40 year old Kari Scattaglia of Sylmar 
and another woman Lisa Terraciano of North Hollywood were both working 
for the state DMV processing licenses for those who drive passenger buses 
and tractor trailer trucks. The FBI says the women accepted payments to 
get into the DMV database and altered records showing folks had passed 
the written tests, when they either failed or never took them to begin with. 
Agents say Scattaglia altered at least 68 applications and Terraciano did 
148. Terraciano will be sentenced in September. Scattaglia got 2 and a half 
years after admitting conspiracy to commit bribery, identity fraud, and 
unauthorized access of a computer.

Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office at the Graton Casino telling folks not to 
worry about immigration sweeps. The Chair of the Graton Rancheria 
apparently invited the Sheriff, Mark Essick to the casino. The Sheriff 
assuring folks they had nothing to fear from the ICE raids. The Graton 
Rancheria Chairman Greg Sarris says hearing it from the Sheriff himself has 
more of an impact. Everyone at the Casino and Resort this weekend for a 
music event got a flyer so they would know their rights. The Sheriff 
reaffirmed they’re committed to limiting enforcement of ICE raids locally.

A man from Willits has been arrested after a domestic violence incident. The 
Sheriff’s Dept. reports getting a call Friday from a woman who says her 
boyfriend, Anthony McCoy “head butted” her on the nose, giving her a 
bloody nose, then pushed her to the ground, causing her to have bruising 
on her arm. McCoy was arrested for felony domestic violence battery and 
since he was on probation at the time, he was charged with violating that 
and held in jail on $25,000.00 bail

A woman from Redwood Valley, has also been arrested for a domestic 
violence crime. Deputies got a call last Thursday to the incident finding a 37 
year-old man who says he and his wife had a physical altercation, and the 
woman, Tashina Ray punched him in the face with a closed fist, twice. The 
man had bleeding and visible swelling.  So Ray was arrested for felony 
domestic violence battery and booked into Mendocino County Jail on 
$25,000.00 bail.
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The townhalls can be seen on Youtube.

A man from Ukiah recovering after getting caught in a fire in his home. The 
Ukiah Valley Fire Authority reports getting a call Sunday night to the home in 
the 300 block of Warren Drive by the residents. They say when they got to 
the home they found the front room of the house, fully involved with flames 
coming out of the garage too. One of the residents hair was burned, but he 
didn’t want medical help on scene. A man in the home told firefighters he 
heard a noise in the garage and opened the garage door, finding flames. He 
and others inside ran. Firefighters worked to save the home, but apparently 
much of it was lost. Neighbors were protecting their own homes with hoses. 
No word what caused the fire.

A fire west of Leggett near the Mendocino Coast closes a road. The fire at 
Usal Creek started late Saturday night, closing Usal Road. The Usual Fire 
was last recorded at 130 acres and 45 percent contained with no structures 
threatened. Some people were seeking shelter at the Usal Campground but 
were allowed to leave yesterday morning. The fire’s burning in hilly terrain, 
burning in heavy timber and slash. There was also an Excessive Heat 
Watch this past weekend warning of hot and dry weather.

A response from Mendocino County to the 2019 Grand Jury Report that 
criticized leadership and communication by the Board of Supervisors with 
the public. Some of the highlights, a long term strategic plan, no written 
succession plan for the CEO, not a lot of information in the CEO report, 
issues on the County website, tracking directives given to the CEO, and that 
issue with public and board of supervisors communication. The grand jury 
had suggestions for the County and the CEO has now responded. She 
agreed with website issues, but mostly disagreed on all other points. She 
says as far as succession, some department heads or key staffers could 
take over. For more details, visit the Board of Supervisors website.

The Pinoleville Pomo Nation has received money to put in a new solar 
energy project. The funds from the Tribal Solar Accelerator Fund which is a 
tribal-led initiative started with money from Wells Fargo to expand solar 
energy and solar job opportunities in tribal communities across the country. 
With that the Pinoleville Pomo Nation says it’s going to put in a 15 KW solar 
array on top of the roof of the Tribal Youth Education Facility. They say that 
will give them more than 1000 percent of the total electric usage for all the 
tribal governmental buildings. Plus they will hire four people for 300 hours of 
solar installation training and they’ll also certify two of four trainees as solar 
installers for workforce development.

PG&E has requested a $2 billion gas and electric rate increase so the utility 
can pay for wildfire safety measures. The issue the topic of a couple of 
public hearings in Santa Rosa. The town halls on the rate increase because 
they have to be approved by the California Public Utilities Commission. The 
6.4% increase applied for by the utility last December. It would mean 
another $10.50 or so a month on a typical gas and electric bill next year. 
The company says the money it brings in will pay for improvements to their 
gas and electric facilities, pay to trim millions of trees and add the weather 
stations and hi def cameras. The money is not going to any wildfire claims 
or lawsuits from the past.

They will be webcast 
at http://www.youtube.com/user/CityofSantaRosa or http://www.facebook.co
m/cityofsantarosa, available on a listen-only phone line 1-877-937-0554 
passcode 7031793 and broadcast on the Government Channels Comcast 
28 or AT&T 72.



There could be a verdict soon in the manslaughter trial of the two men 
accused in the deadly Ghost Ship warehouse fire. Closing arguments 
started in the case against Derick Almena and Max Harris after the 
December 2016 fire at the Oakland warehouse that killed 36 people. The 
pair are accused of converting the building into an artist work space where 
some artists lived, packing it with combustible materials that eventually 
trapped those who tried to run from the fire. Almena was the master tenant. 
Court papers say there were no smoke detectors, fire alarms or fire 
suppression system. No cause was ever determined for the fire. The two 
men face several years behind bars. The jury should be getting the case in 
the next few days or next week.

A woman in Mendocino’s been arrested on domestic violence charges. 
Deputies responded about a week and a half ago to a call and found Joey 
Lyn Harmon and her husband were in a fight over a cell phone and at some 
point, the woman hit her husband with her fists and bit him. Deputies say the 
man had injuries consistent with the claim so they booked Harmon into the 
Mendocino County Jail for felony domestic battery and held her on 
$25,000.00 bail

A woman in Fort Bragg’s been arrested for domestic violence. Deputies 
reported to a disturbance last week finding Crystal Adele Bucher and a 45 
year old man, they say are married, and had an argument. The man says 
Bucher hit him with her fists. Deputies say he had visible injuries on his 
body consistent with the reported assault, so she was arrested on felony 
domestic battery charges and booked into jail on $25,000.00 bail

Volunteers are needed to remove brush this fire season in the Soda Bay 
area. Lake County Supervisor Rob Brown trying to round up as many as 
500 volunteers to donate part of the day Saturday, August 17, to remove 
hazardous vegetation along County roadside in the Soda Bay corridor, from 
the end of Highway 281 to Soda Bay, including areas of the Black Forest.  
Brown says most wildfires are caused by roadside vegetation and that this 
area is one at the greatest risk.  The meeting place Riviera Elementary 
School in Kelseyville that morning at 6 am. Bring your own tools.

Volunteers can sign up by completing our Volunteer Services Agreement.  
Copies are available from the County Administrative Office, Human 
Resources Office and Department of Public Works, and the form is posted 
online, at:

http://www.lakecountyca.gov/1000HandsAgreement/

Contact Supervisor Brown with questions at (707) 349-2628 and my email address is Rob.Brown@lakecountyca.gov.

A man arrested after a fire burned in Clearlake Saturday has been identified. 
Police say it was 28 year old Adam Miller who started the fire. Witnesses 
told cops it was Miller who set the fire near a shopping center and apartment 
complex. He was arrested a couple hours after the fire was set in a field 
behind the Cache Creek Apartments, and near the Tractor Supply and Big 5 
Sporting Goods stores. There were evacuations of the apartment building, 
but no injuries were reported. Witnesses told police on the scene they saw 
Miller start the fire and chased and confronted him as someone else called 
for help. Police arrested Miller soon after. He was being held on suspicion of 
arson, with bail set at $100,000.

http://www.lakecountyca.gov/1000HandsAgreement/
mailto:Rob.Brown@lakecountyca.gov
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About 3,000 acres have been donated by a nonprofit to protect Northern 
Calif. Steelhead. The Trust for Public Land along with the Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation working together to buy the last 8,800 acres in the nearly 
12,000-acre Sanhedrin Acquisition Project. Lake Co News reports the land 
purchased with Land and Water Conservation Funds and private 
philanthropic donations. It’s in the Middle Fork Eel River watershed, and will 
help protect critical habitat for the threatened Steelhead. This last 3,000 
acre gift supported by donations from the Wyss Foundation and the 
landowner, Coastal Forestlands Ltd.

PG&E is looking for potential problems with their equipment, flying low over the North Coast for the next few months. Choppers flew last week in Lake County, are currently flying over Mendocino County, and will head to Humboldt next month. The helicopters will be about 300 to 500 feet above ground using LIDAR technology, using light detection and ranging to find trees or other vegetation that could fall into power lines. This is all part of the utility company’s expanded and enhanced vegetation management work since the 2017 and 2018 wildfires that destroyed thousands of homes and killed more than 130 people. Besides their ground inspections, the LiDAR helicopter inspections will cover more than 25,000 miles of distribution lines in areas deemed at elevated or extreme risk of wildfire per a California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) High Fire-Threat District Map.

The Calif. Attorney General’s office is posting a warning about an eBay 
scam hitting Calif. The auction site has a messaging area for buyers and 
sellers to communicate, and for users to receive updates from the app. 
Scammers now using that area to fake they’re a seller and try to manipulate 
buyers. The bogus seller gets in touch with someone bidding on a product 
telling them they lost the bid but sends a link to make the purchase anyway. 
The victim then pays for something that doesn’t exist. The Attorney General 
scam warning says to stay with eBay and not leave for any link. And to also 
not wire money or send checks to someone outside of eBay.

A new report after the Camp Fire and others in Northern Calif. shows 
residents are concerned most about global warming bringing bigger fires. 
The Public Policy Institute of California’s survey of just over 1,700 adults 
across the state had 71% saying they were “very concerned” about rising 
oceans and hotter temperatures. But they were less concerned about 
climate change than wildfires. Only 25% of those polled approved of how 
President Trump was handling environmental issues, and they had the 
same approval rating for Congress on the issue. The Gov. Gavin Newsom 
also didn’t get great numbers, about 45% of those polled approved of his 
environmental issues record.

PG&E has issued a statement in response to a Wall Street Journal article 
that suggested that the company knew of the repairs needed on equipment 
that caused the Camp Fire and that the company had deferred maintenance 
that would have addressed those conditions. The statement was ordered by 
a court supervising the company’s 2016 felony stemming from a deadly gas 
explosion in San Bruno. According to PG&E’s statement, the Journal’s claim 
was based on nonroutine work that PG&E was planning on the Caribou-
Palmero transmission line, which wasn’t meant to replace work out or 
broken parts, but to address clearance between transmission line 
conductors and from the conductors to the ground. The Utility company says 
they strongly disagree with the claims made in the Wall Street Journal 
report.

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/FireThreatMaps/


Mendocino County will be moving ahead with the purchase of a regional 
behavioral health training center and sheriff substation in Redwood Valley 
now that their offer has been accepted. Up next, the county will do 
inspections before cutting a check for the $369,000 purchase, funded by 
$258,300 in Measure B Funds and $110,700 from the Sheriff’s Office 
according to the Daily Journal.

As of this morning, over 300 firefighters battling the Usal fire in Northern 
Mendocino have the blaze 65% contained. The wildfire had trapped 100 
campers that had to be escorted to safety and is thought to have been 
started by fireworks. Over 130 acres have been burned so far.

Working towards the goal of making it easier for public employees to get 
health care at an affordable price and streamlined workers’ compensation, 
the Mendocino County Public Employers Health Care Partnership was 
created with the City Of Ukiah, Mendocino Collge, Mendocino County, 
Mendocino County Office of Education, Ukiah Unified School District, 
Adventist Health Ukiah Valley and others. The daily journal reports that the 
members will meet every quarter to discuss issues and review solutions that 
work towards helping employees access quality care and lower costs for the 
employees and their employers.

A new report by Berkeley’s Center for Labor Research and Education casts 
a shadow over the golden years of Californians. According to the study, 
which looked at data from the US Census Burea’s population study and 
surveys on Income and program participation from 2014. About half of 
private-sector employees in the state aged 25 to 64 have no savings 
stashed away for their retirement at all. The lack of savings along with the 
rising cost of living has some experts warning about a looming retirement 
crisis in the state. Part of the problem, according to the report is the fact that 
about 7.4 million in the private sector have no access to workplace 
retirement plans.

If you are free on August 17th, Lake County Supervisor Rob Brown is asking for volunteers to reduce wildfire risk in Lake County. The "1000 Hands to protect lake County Homes" effort will see around 500 volunteers clean up vegetation that can fuel wildfires along the Soda Bay Corridor from the end of Highway 281 to Soda Bay. Those that can make it will meet up at Riviera Elementary School in Kelseyville. Water will be provided along with gloves for those that don’t own a pair, hats, sunscreen and long shirts and pants are advised. More information and the volunteer agreement can be found at http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Assets/Departments/Administration/Docs/1000Hands.pdf

A trade relief package announced by the United States Department of 
Agriculture will bring some relief to walnut growers hurt by retaliatory tariffs 
in an ongoing trade war that has dropped prices by 50%. Farmers can begin 
applying for the aid on Monday at their federal farm service agency. The 
program runs through Dec 6th.

A proposal being considered by lawmakers would automatically expunge 
criminal records for those that have served their sentence and finished 
probation, and for those arrested but never convicted of a crime. The reason 
behind the bill are 8 million residents in the state of California who have a 
hard time finding employment, getting into college, finding housing and 
getting public benefits because of previous criminal convictions. The bill will 
go before the Senate appropriations committee on August 12 and has a 
deadline for passage in mid-September.

http://www.lakecountyca.gov/Assets/Departments/Administration/Docs/1000Hands.pdf
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An arson arrest has been made in connection to the July 28th Rancho 
Incident. Kristina Loraine Doll of Clearlake was arrested on Sunday and 
charged with burning of a forest as a result of malicious arson. Calfire and 
North Shore Fire Protection District responded to a vegetation fire along 
highway 20 and Rancho Vista Road and were able to quickly put out the 
fire.

Results of tests done on July 22nd by the Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians 
and Elem Indian Colony, show six areas of Clear Lake with high levels of 
Blue-Green Algae which poses health risks, especially for children and pets. 
The six areas are Austin Park Beach, Redbud Park, Cache Creek Shady 
Acres, Lilly Cove, Jago Bay, and Buckingham Park. Boaters and 
recreational users are advised to avoid direct contact with the waters 
containing the algae blooming in the Lower Arm of Clear Lake.

PG&E has some serious critics in Santa Rosa. At a couple of hearings on 
the company’s request to raise rates, those who spoke were highly critical of 
the idea. The Press Democrat reports on the utility company asking for a $2 
billion gas and electric rate increase. The public hearings taking place 
across Northern Calif. Yesterday in Santa Rosa including one with 
representatives of the California Public Utilities Commission. The 
commission has to approve of the rate increase before it can be 
implemented. As you probably know, Pacific Gas & Electric, is in the middle 
of bankruptcy, but just before their filing they requested this 6.4% rate hike 
to boost their revenues by more than $1 billion next year, almost a half 
billion in 2021 and 2022.

A man in Clearlake arrested after a high speed chase leads to quite the 
drug haul. Police say an officer was behind Johnny Ware’s 1990s Honda 
that was spray painted black, which was similar to other stolen cars in the 
last several months. The officer checked the license plate which showed it 
was from another car so the cop followed it. When the officer turned on his 
emergency lights, Ware took off. Another officer joined the pursuit. They 
finally caught up to him and a police dog was brought in to help. Cops found 
more than 40 grams of meth, the same amount of syringes and a pipe. 
Ware’s charged with several crimes including fleeing from officers, drug 
sales and having the stolen car. He was held on $50,000 bail.

The Gov. Gavin Newsom cuts the red tape so more firefighters are at the 
ready. Gov. Newsom signing an executive order so almost 400 seasonal 
firefighters can be brought in to help Cal Fire this fire season. The 
firefighters will be across the state. The Gov. says it’s due to climate 
change, which he says has created a “new reality” with catastrophic fires in 
the state, adding there’s nothing more critical for his administration. The 
seasonal firefighters will help with fuel reduction, shift rotation and more 
efficiency. There are also new fire engines this fiscal year too.

Fire restrictions have begun in the Mendocino National Forest until the end of October. The restrictions in place as of today because of dry conditions and an increased risk of wildfires. The Forest restrictions are for campfires, charcoal fires or stoves — prohibited except in designated recreation sites, fire safe sites and federally designated wilderness areas. In all other areas lanterns or portable stoves that use gas, jellied petroleum or pressurized liquid fuel are allowed if you have a current California Campfire Permit. For more info, http://www.preventwildfireca.org.

http://www.preventwildfireca.org/
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More than a quarter million dollars in scholarships has been awarded to nearly 70 students in Mendocino County. The Community Foundation of Mendocino County reports they’ve awarded $229,000 to 67 students at graduation ceremonies this month thanks they say to generous donors. They add it’s $90,000 more than last year. The scholarships are between $500-$20,000, with the average amount of about $3,000. 31 Community Foundation scholarship funds paid out the scholarships, the most in a single year.  To donate or to learn more about the Community Foundation Scholarship Program, please visit our website, www.communityfound.org, or call 468-9882.

Congressman Mike Thompson in town for his “Coffee With our 
Congressman” event. Lake Co News reports more than 50 constituents 
were at Lower Lake Coffee & Cream Cafe for the event along with District 2 
Supervisor Bruno Sabatier. The news site reports they touched on various 
topics including teacher retirement benefits, healthcare, fire insurance 
issues, gun violence, impeaching President Trump, climate change and 
immigration.

A new report shows more residents in Calif. have affordable access to 
broadband internet than most other states. The Record Bee reports the 
report by the website Broadband-Now called “The State of Broadband in 
America” also shows most people in Lake County can get very fast internet. 
The report sites Federal Communications Commission data which outlines 
areas where broadband connections are offered across the country, 
showing less than half of Americans pay $60 a month for wired broadband 
and half of the county also has access to ultra-high speeds at any price. It 
goes on to say about 70 percent of Californians have access to $60 per 
month broadband, sixth in the country of all states in that ranking.

The proposal by Adventist Health to buy or operate Mendocino Coast 
District Hospital notes the health care company’s background and locations. 
They already have inpatient care for 31,000 patients in Mendocino County. 
The company from Roseville operates 21 hospitals, 280 clinics and 
outpatient centers, 60 rural health clinics, 13 home care agencies, seven 
hospice agencies and four joint-venture retirement centers. The proposal 
says Adventist is aligned, but not controlled by its sponsor the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church. They propose sharing a medical officer, finance officer 
and strategy and operations officer with Ukiah and Willits. They say all 
employees in good standing would be kept on board at their current salary 
and any agreements would be honored for at least 90 days.

Rhys Vineyards LLC will pay a $3.76 million dollar settlement for the 
unpermitted diversion of rainwater runoff in Mendocino County. The North 
Bay Business Journal reports that state wildlife and water regulators have 
stepped up enforcement of water rights on North Coast tributaries over the 
last ten years, and that State Water Resources Control Board documents 
say investigators found three reservoirs owned by the company collecting 
the runoff headed for the North Fork of Ten Mile River and the South Fork of 
the Eel River in 2015. An attorney for the company released a statement 
announcing the settlement, saying his client deeply regrets the mistakes 
made.

127 cases of human Salmonella infections have been tied to exposure to 
pig ear pet treats as of July 31st, according to the FDA and the CDC. Many 
of the infections have been resistant to multiple drugs and 26 people have 
been hospitalized. The FDA and CDC have recommended that consumers 
do not buy or feed the treats to pets for now and say that they will update 
the public as new information becomes available.

http://www.communityfound.org/


Whooping cough cases are on the rise in Northern California. 6 cases of the highly contagious infection have been confirmed in Humboldt county as of July 31st. Health officials are worried that more cases may be out there, and are bracing for even more over the next six months. While the DTaP vaccine immunizes young children against the disease, the CDC recommends a round of vaccinations for anyone over the age of 19 with a booster every ten years. Pregnant women should get a booster in the third trimester. As a new school year approaches, health officials are offering guidance to schools and offering immunization clinics. More info can be found at https://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/index.html.

The Redwood Empire Fair is here- the theme is Hog Wild! Gates opened at 
the Redwood Empire Fairgrounds yesterday at 3 pm and will again this 
afternoon, and noon tomorrow and Sunday. While Kids 6-12 and seniors got 
in free on opening day, admission today through Sunday admission will be 
$7 for kids and seniors 65 and up. Adults get in for $9.00 and kids 5 and 
under are free. There will be plenty of free activities for all ages including 
Mudd Boggs this evening starting at 6:30, and the Funky Dozen will 
perform. Boat races and a Truck and Tractor Pull are planned for this 
weekend.

After a string of recent burglaries under investigation by Lake Port Police, 
two more. Crooks broke into Classic Auto Body sometime Wednesday 
evening, and just after 8 am yesterday, officers were sent to investigate 
another break-in at West Lake Auto Center. Authorities are looking for the 
suspects, who made off with about 30 keys and garage tools during the 
heists. One of the stolen keys was used to steal a Silver 2012 Chevy Cruz 
LT. Police think the two latest heists are related and ask the public to report 
any sighting of the vehicle but to not confront the suspects.

The gloves are off. Governor Newsom and President Trump have traded 
barbs recently about how the state manages forests following two deadly 
fire seasons, and the Governor voiced frustrations over a lack of federal 
assistance. During a rally in Cincinnati last night, President Trump accused 
state Democrats of prioritizing the undocumented over American citizens. 
He criticized Governor Newsom, saying that almost half of America’s 
homeless live in California and that it’s a disgrace and a shame. Meanwhile, 
the state of California joined other states suing the Trump Administration 
today for reducing penalties levied against automakers who don’t meet fuel 
economy standards. The fees had been $5.50 for a tenth of a mile per 
gallon since the 1970s, but the Obama administration increased the penalty 
to $14.00. New rules from the Trump Administration bring penalty back 
down to $5.50.

Travers flying out of San Francisco International Airport will need to bring 
their own bottled water starting August 20th. SFO has banned the sale of 
single-use plastic water bottles at the airport to cut down on carbon 
emissions, energy use and reduce landfill waste by 2021, according to 
KGO-TV. The ban is part of a 2014 law banning their sale on city-owned 
property.

https://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/index.html
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The State of California is making funds available to cities and counties for 
those hurt by marijuana prohibition. Senate Bill 1294 created local equity 
programs so that as Cannabis is legalized, those negatively affected can still 
get into the business. The Record-Bee says that remedies from permit fee 
waivers to technical business assistance are available through the law. Big 
business has no problem coming up with the fees and costs associated with 
doing business in the Cannabis industry, but small business is at a 
disadvantage due to banking issues and the lack of loans available, coupled 
with the high cost of entry. Humboldt County along with 7 other jurisdictions 
have already started adopting local equity programs to get in line for the 
funding.

Mendocino County would like to know what the public thinks about updates 
to housing policy. The first of two meetings will be at Fort Bragg Veterans 
Hall on August 7th at 6 pm so the public can weigh in. There is a second 
meeting planned for August 8th at the Willits Veterans Hall. A county 
Planning and Building Department press release says that a consulting firm 
is working on a policy update with input from county residents and planning 
staff and that more details will be provided to the Mendocino County Board 
of Supervisors at a regular meeting in December. Those that cannot make 
either meeting are welcome to send their comments via email to pbs.

A judge in Mendocino County Superior Court on Friday ruled that there was 
no justification or provocation in the shooting of two neighbors by 70-year-
old Harry William Miller. One neighbor was shot at point-blank range and 
four more rounds were fired at another neighbor. Desiree Palestrini died 
from her wounds, but medical teams were able to save the life of Paul 
Palestrini in what has been described as a heroic effort. Miller was 
sentenced to 11 years and 10 months in State Prison, and because the 
crimes were both felonies and violent in nature, will not be eligible for parole 
until he has served at least 10 years. Millers’s wife is currently serving a 10-
month sentence at the Mendocino County Jail following her conviction by a 
separate jury for being a felony accessory to her husband’s violent crimes.

Some first-time college students have Assembly Bill 19 to thank for one-year free tuition at Mendocino College and other community colleges beginning this fall. The bill made money available for colleges so that fees can be waived for first-time students. The Mendocino College Promise can save students up to $1380 during the upcoming school year and is open to any first-time college student that finishes 15 unites in the fall semester and commits to taking 15 units again in the spring semester. The program is not need-based, but students must have earned their high school diploma or equivalent in the service area of Mendocino College. More information on the program can be found at https://www.mendocino.edu/promise.

Upgrades could be coming to Vinewood and Oak Manor Parks. New 
irrigation systems, restrooms, walking paths, better play areas for younger 
children, picnic tables, better lighting, and other improvements are being 
planned. According to the Daily Journal, Ukiah City Council has given staff 
the go-ahead to apply for grants to help pay for the improvements, which 
were based on input from community meetings and knocking on doors.

There is now only one person still on the list of those unaccounted for 
following the Camp Fire, but authorities are not even sure if 51-year-old 
Sara Martinez-Fabila was in the Paradise area during the time of the fire. 
Police were able to cross the name of 47-year-old Wendy Carrol of Oroville 
off the missing list when they spotted her late Thursday of last week. An 
officer patrolling Lincoln BLVD recognized her and stopped to confirm her 
identity. Authorities say Carroll knew she was on the list but had failed to 
contact officials.

https://www.mendocino.edu/promise


Since there is no way to reliably test for marijuana intoxication, the city of 
Ukiah has been reluctant to allow any cannabis events. That could be slowly 
changing, but any special events won’t be in city facilities or city parks over 
liability concerns. The Daily Journal reports that some council members 
acknowledge that while beer and wine events are allowed, those that drink 
too much are visibly intoxicated, which is not always the case with cannabis. 
Some council members worry that not allowing the events is a missed 
opportunity. When asking for public feedback, some in the cannabis industry 
said that hosting the events would be beneficial for the city and business, 
and that those attending indoor events could be checked in and tracked to 
ensure public safety.

During tomorrow’s meeting, the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is expecting an update from the Mental health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight Committee, and a presentation on the California Cannabis Authority. The board will also discuss plans to maintain services at the County Administration Center in Ukiah during a PG&E Public Safety Power Shutoff event, including funds to pay for the installation of electrical intersects at the administration center, establishment of a capital improvement plan for a longer-term planning effort to provide additional backup power,and the rental of 5 standby generators for three months. A permit for the Elk Volunteer Fire Department’s "Great Day In Elk" parade planned for August 24th, among other items are also on the agenda, which can be viewed at https://mendocino.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

Librarians, counselors, faculty, part-time lecturers and coaches for all 23 
California State University campuses are no longer affiliated with the 
California Teacher’s Association following a decision by the California 
Faculty Association to disaffiliate, resulting in the loss of about 19,000 
members for the California Teacher’s Association. EdSource reports that 
issues over dues and representation on governing bodies within the 
Association were behind some of the friction, but the election of Toby Boyd 
last March as the association’s new president over CSU professor Theresa 
Montano was apparently the final straw. The CTA says they have been 
working hard to recruit new members over the last year and thinks that 
about 22,000 new members will keep their membership at around 325,000. 
A letter written by CSU faculty Association president Charles Toombs says 
the decision was made to optimize the association’s resources, members 
and operations.

The Lakeport City Council meets tomorrow at 6 pm, but before the meeting 
begins, a closed session is planned at 5:45 to discuss a resolution to pursue 
delinquent utility bills. According to a report by finance director Nick Walker, 
there are eight properties that owe bills over $3000. Final notices were sent 
out on July 17th to property owners who now have until 4:30 pm on August 
8th to square away the debts. Lake County News reports that a list will be 
provided at the meeting of any accounts that have been brought current 
since the notices were sent out.

The County of Lake Board of Supervisors will meet tomorrow morning at 9 am, and the resignation of treasurer-tax collector Barbara Ringer, who has announced plans to retire this January will be discussed. Changes to the deputy registrar of voters job are also under consideration. The consolidation of the treasurer-tax collector’s office with the auditor-collector-county clerk’s office, the disaster only 2-11- line, and a resolution to accept the county noncompetitive allocation award through The No Place Like Home Program are all on the agenda. The meeting will be broadcast on Channel 8 and streamed online. You can read the agenda and get a link to the stream at https://countyoflake.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx.

https://mendocino.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
https://countyoflake.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
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The homeless day center in Ukiah’s opening. The Redwood Community 
Services shelter on South State Street will have showers, laundry, mental 
healthcare services, workshops and clinics for the local community without 
housing starting today. Apparently the holdup had been a Certificate of 
Occupancy, that is now in hand after construction on the building where 
they also host winter services for the homeless. Right now they have a 
temporary Certificate of Occupancy so they can be open three months until 
they finish construction, then when that’s all done, the permanent Certificate 
should be granted. The center is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., seven days a 
week, year-round.

A lawsuit’s been filed by a local Native American Tribe and Fisherman’s 
group to protect salmon in the Klamath River. The Yurok Tribe and 
the Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations filed suit 
against the Bureau of Reclamation and the National Marine Fisheries 
Service saying a new federal plan which started in April has been terrible for 
Salmon. The groups say it’s meant low river flows in the lower Klamath and 
more salmon that may have been exposed to a deadly parasite called 
Ceratonova shasta, or C. shasta. The Chair of the Tribe says they had no 
other choice but to sue because the new federal plan is killing the river and 
salmon stocks are very fragile right now after just starting to rebound from 
previous disease outbreaks.

No changes in management or the conditions of jails in Lake County. That’s 
according to the latest Grand Jury report. The detention facilities were noted 
by the jury as mostly meeting or exceeding minimum requirements. The jury 
is made up of local residents as required by the state. They do yearly 
inspections of “public prisons within the county” which includes holding cells, 
jails, conservation camps and juvenile detention facilities. Juveniles are now 
held about 100 miles away after the local juvenile hall was closed for 
structural problems. The last grand jury report recommended several 
changes to detention facilities, but the latest report said some of that was 
not in the purview of the Grand Jury and the rest was taken care of.

CalPERS, the retirement system for state public employees has many in the 
100-thousand dollar range. A new report shows more than 26,000 people 
are getting yearly pensions of at least $100,000. The survey of CalPERS 
data by the Southern California News Group shows one lawyer in Santa 
Clara County got more than $935,000 last year alone. The news group’s 
analysis shows the payouts by CalPERS went up 41 percent from 2012 to 
2018. And total amount of payouts were up more than 50 percent from 
$14.4 billion in 2012 to more than $22 billion in 2018.

A new shelter is being proposed for animals in Clearlake. The police chief is 
set to present the idea to the city council at their meeting later this week. 
Chief Andrew White will ask the council to replace the current Animal 
Shelter that operates on the Public Works Corporation Yard on Airport 
Road. The chief says there’s kennels in an old hangar and some outdoor 
kennels, and another building has their laundry room and an office which 
they also use as a cat kennel. But the chief says it’s all inadequate and 
needs repairs and more space. He says there are plenty of grant 
opportunities to find suitable space and other ways to fund it. The meeting 
Thursday at 6 pm at City Hall.

A small subdivision has the Clearlake Planning Commission taking a 
meeting. The commission looking at a proposal to split almost 18 acres of 
land by the land owner Brenda Frey so she can give the land to her kids in 
equal 8.47 acre parcels. It’s a vacant lot right now and could be serviced 
through private wells and septic systems.



Four voters in the state are suing to block a new law that forces President 
Trump or any potential candidate to the office to release their personal 
income tax returns. Gov. Gavin Newsom signed it into law last week saying 
those filing to be on the ballot in calif as a presidential candidate must file 
five years of income tax returns with the California Secretary of State about 
100 days before the primary. If they don’t, they don’t get to be on the ballot. 
Now the conservative group Judicial Watch says it’s suing to challenge the 
law, noting four California voters as plaintiffs, two are registered 
Republicans, one is a Democrat and one, an independent.

A couple of separate FBI cases in two weeks in the tiny town of Hayfork. 
Kym Kemp dot com reports the Trinity County Sheriff’s Department 
supported by the FBI stopped a car on Hwy 3 near the Hayfork Fairgrounds 
and those inside tried running. The FBI says they nabbed a fugitive wanted 
in Virginia. The news site reports they had an anonymous tip from someone 
who says they were in the area and saw the arrest happen. She saw two 
guys running for their lives, as she put it, and as many as eight officers 
drawing guns at them. There was also at least one police dog on the scene.

The new state law for a background check on certain ammunition purchases 
reportedly stopped more than 100 people from getting their hands on bullets 
illegally. The State Attorney General Xavier Becerra says they’ve also 
probably deterred countless others who were prohibited to have ammo 
legally. The new law started July 1st but a federal judge is set to decide if 
the law should be stopped as a violation of the Second Amendment. Gov. 
Gavin Newsom called an emergency meeting to decide what else can be 
done to prevent mass shootings, one of which happened in Calif at the 
Garlic Festival in Gilroy a couple weeks ago. The NRA says Calif.’s 
ammunition law won’t save lives, it’s just pushing people out of the sport and 
prevents them from defending their families.

A new report says this is going to be another major wildfire season, thru 
October. The report by the National Interagency Fire Center in Boise, ID 
reports Northern Calif. weather could mean another year of terrible fires. Cal 
Fire Captain Justin Hartman also says the state has the fuel after all the rain 
this winter. Fire activity was below average in July, so there’s now concern 
we could be headed into dangerous fire conditions with hot weather, dry 
winds and a lot of that fuel on the ground.  The report also says there will be 
above-normal fire potential and the forecast of warmer and drier conditions 
in Northern California.

Congressman Mike Thompson calling on the US Senate to pass stricter gun 
control laws after mass shootings in California, Texas and Ohio. 
Congressman Thompson is pushing his own gun safety measure and says 
Democrats will continue to pressure the Senate to vote on his background 
check bill, saying he’s not sure we’ve hit the tipping point, but says the 
House has done its work. The long time gun owner himself is trying to get 
gun control legislation taken up as the chair of the House Gun Violence 
Prevention Task Force. His bill requiring background checks for any 
commercial gun sales has sat in the senate without a move after first 
passing the House of Representatives 240-190 votes in February.
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Volunteers are wanted to clear roadside vegetation, and an area along 
Highway 281 in the Soda Bay Corridor. Supervisor Rob Brown looking to 
help the several thousand residents who live in the high risk area, asking for 
500 volunteers to help clear vegetation. As we’ve previously reported 
the 1,000 Hands roadside vegetation clearing project is Saturday, August 
17, 2019 from 6-10am. There will be 6 worksites in the Soda Bay Corridor, 
starting at the intersection of Highway 281 and Tenino Way in the Clearlake 
Riviera. Those helping should bring their own tools, and remember to use 
sunscreen and gloves along with long sleeved shirts and long pants. There 
will be gloves if you don’t own any, and water will be provided.

For maps, visit http://www.lakecountyca.gov/1000Hands/

Questions, further information: Call (707) 349-2628 or email Rob.Brown@lakecountyca.gov.

It’s National Immunization Awareness Month (NIAM). The yearly campaign 
to bring attention to the importance of getting recommended vaccines for 
diseases like whooping cough, cancers caused by HPV, and pneumonia. 
Lake County Public Health is encouraging community members to talk to 
their doctor or other healthcare professional to make sure their family’s up to 
date on recommended vaccines. A reminder too, that vaccines aren’t just for 
kids. Adults may need them as well for the flu, certain types of pneumonia, 
and shingles.

A special election is being called by the Northshore Fire Protection District. 
The election this November 5th for a special tax for fire protection and 
emergency medical response services. As stated on the ballot, the tax to 
improve rapid, local emergency medical and fire services, to allow the 
department to hire firefighters and replace outdated equipment. The tax at 
approx $126/residential parcel. They’re looking at raising just over 
$1,700,000 a year with the option for an annual increase of up to 3% 
starting in 2023. The vote needs to be 2/3 majority to win. It’ll be known as 
District Measure “N”. The Registrar of Voters in Lake County still accepting 
arguments for and against until Sept. 3rd.

The Ukiah camping ordinance back in front of the City Council. The council 
to take up the revised version of the ordinance at their meeting tonight. It 
comes after a ruling by a federal appeals court that decriminalizes sleeping 
on public property. The Record Bee reports the revised ordinance came 
after the Asst. City Attorney told the city council about the federal case, 
Martin v. the City of Boise which invalidated most anti-camping ordinances 
in effect in several western states, including California.

An active shooter exercise held in Mendocino County with hospitals and law 
enforcement. Adventist Health Howard Memorial staff, the Mendocino 
County Sherriff’s Office, Willits Police and the Little Lake Fire Department 
working together July 21st for the first active shooter exercise. The Daily 
Journal reports the Mendo County Multi-Agency SWAT team was there with 
hospital staff creating three scenarios to test staff from the agencies and 
their response. The hospital’s president says hospitals are supposed to be 
healing places and that he hoped something they were training for actually 
never happened there, but says if it did, he felt better knowing his team of 
first responders were prepared.

http://www.lakecountyca.gov/1000Hands/
mailto:Rob.Brown@lakecountyca.gov


No date’s been given but the Lake County treasurer-tax collector is stepping 
down at some point. The Board of Supervisors asked Barbara Ringen when 
she’s resigning after reporting in January she would step down. Lake Co 
News reports Supervisors Bruno Sabatier and Moke Simon, and the County 
Administrative Officer Carol Huchingson are on the ad hoc committee 
tasked with working with Ringen after concerns about her work surfaced last 
year. The news site reports Ringen sent an email in January saying she 
would retire, but not an exact date. Then told Sabatier it would be in July of 
2020, but no specific date’s was given. It all comes after no tax auction this 
year, complaints about property tax and TOT checks, customer service and 
transparency.

A road project’s starting finally in Clearlake. The Meadowbrook Area 
Pavement Rehab Project starts Monday and should end in October. There 
will be traffic delays and road closures here and there from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The city says they have to close roads because there will be grinding and 
paving operations ongoing. Residents will be notified when the closures are 
planned. It’s the last major project this season. The chip sealing will start in 
September. But there will be some other ongoing projects too for road 
grading, maintenance and pothole patching and crack sealing of many 
streets.

Sonoma County officials urging PG&E to come up with an alternative to 
planned blackouts in extreme fire weather. The utility company, as we’ve 
been reporting, will shut down small power lines connected to homes as well 
as larger transmission lines carrying electricity across Northern California. 
The temporary shut offs in red flag type conditions, hot, dry and windy. 
PG&E will monitor weather and make determinations based on conditions. 
The Sonoma and Lake county PG&E rep gave presentations about the plan 
to the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors and the Santa Rosa City 
Council most recently with mostly negative feedback.

More than $2 million from the U.S. Department of Education for Mendocino 
College to continue its program providing assistance to migrant or seasonal 
worker background students. The Vice President of Student Services says 
the grant renewal goes a long way to help all students, especially the ones 
who work in farms, vineyards, and fisheries so they can successfully 
complete a college degree or certificate. The five year grant to pay for the 
Mendocino College Assistance Migrant Program or CAMP which started 
back in 2002 and has been renewed every funding cycle ever since. The 
program looks to recruit, admit, and enroll at least 50 migrant and seasonal 
farm worker students a year and also give them supportive services so 
they’re successful and stay in school after the first year.

CAMP is still accepting applications for the fall 2019 semester, which begins 
August 19. Interested students can learn more and complete the application 
by visiting www.mendocino.edu/camp, or contacting the CAMP office by 
phone at (707) 467-1026 or by email atcamp@mendocino.edu.

An artist is revitalizing the burned out homes in Paradise, devastated after 
the Camp Fire. Artist Shane Grammar is spray painting walls around town, 
he says, to bring joy to something so devastating. He’s also taking part in 
America’s largest mural festival, “Wide Open Walls” in Sacramento starting 
tomorrow. His murals in the Camp Fire burn area are going viral. The artist 
is a native of Chico and has been traveling to Paradise to paint his murals, 
so far there are 19 of them.
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The search is on for a woman from Woodland reported missing Sunday 
night. Police on the lookout for 72 year old Cynthia Crenshaw last seen July 
31st walking to Woodland on Highway 16 in blue jeans and a blue top. 
She’s considered at risk due to her age and health. They’re asking anyone 
who may know anything about where Crenshaw may be to call the Yolo 
County Sheriff’s office.

Folks rushing to get air purifiers during the fire season. After the Camp Fire, 
one hardware store in Chico says they had hundreds of customers coming 
in for the purifiers and breathing masks selling almost 60,000 masks in a 
couple of weeks, plus the business gave away thousands for children. A 
recent study by a research firm presented to the Calif. Air Resources Board 
says sales are predicted to go from about 469,000 units back in 2017 all the 
way up to 720,000 in 2023.

A new program to help millions of Californians without a pension has 
arrived. Cal Savers is a state sponsored auto enrollment retirement savings 
plan for companies who don’t offer pensions. The program started last 
month to supplement Social Security. A new report by the Retirement 
Security Program at Cal Berkeley’s Center for Labor Research and 
Education says around half of those 25 to 64 working in the private sector 
don’t have any savings for retirement. The state is 45th of 50 as far as 
access to retirement plans and a reported 7.4 million private sector 
employees are without some sort of retirement plan.  CalSavers or a similar 
plan is required by private sector companies with five or more employees.

Another meeting in Ukiah regarding the potential for public safety power 
shutoffs by PG&E. The meeting tonight to help residents prepare for the 
power downs in fire weather conditions. Officials with the utility company 
have said power shutoffs could last up to five days at a time. And Ukiah’s 
manager of emergency services has previously said residents should be 
sure to have non-perishable food, water, batteries and flashlights and figure 
out how to open garage doors without electricity and get battery or solar- 
powered devices to charge cell phones or other electronics. There will also 
be cooling stations set up by the city, but no location has been solidified yet.

The Board of Supervisors has also approved spending dough on backup 
generators. They’ve authorized capital improvement energy projects ahead 
of power downs to reduce wildfire risk from the PG&E’s equipment. The 
work at the Administrative Center. The projects in the case of power shutoffs 
include backup power, electrical intersects and renting standby generators 
for three months. Right now the backups are under $130,000, but a long 
term solution could cost one million.

A new online Safety Action Center is being opened by Pacific Gas and Electric. The website is being touted as a one stop to be prepared for a wildfire or other emergency. There will be how to videos and other ways to workshop safety on the site like how to escape your home, how to prepare an emergency kit, creating defensible space around your home and update your contact info so PG& E can reach you in the event of a Public Safety Power Shutoff. The website is: http://www.safetyactioncenter.pge.com.

http://www.safetyactioncenter.pge.com/


Fort Bragg police on their toes responding to two dozen calls or incidents 
regarding kids using drugs, smoking around the skate park or acting in a 
disorderly fashion. Police report they had to conduct extra security checks 
and follow-ups to previous calls as well as respond to a couple of serious 
incidents involving people at the Starr Center and Skate Park. They say one 
was a younger man showing folks a gun at the park, making threatening 
comments before driving away. Then in an unrelated incident reports of a 
female juvenile assaulting another female in the park. The victim hit, kicked, 
threatened with a knife and hit with a skateboard. The female suspect and 
her boyfriend took the victim’s backpack and assaulted the victim’s 
boyfriend as they tried to get the backpack. The pair arrested and the skate 
park closed for a time to regain order.

An invasive aquatic weed detected in Clear Lake. Hydrilla found in the Clear 
Lake Keys area so the Lake County Water Resources Department is 
working with the Lake County Agricultural Commissioner and the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture to survey the area. The weed found first 
last Thursday during an invasive species prevention program inspection. 
During previous inspections, they’ve not seen Hydrilla. A copper product 
and another organic pellet is used to eradicate the weeds and any of its 
fragments that might float off to other areas of the Lake. Hydrilla is known to 
cause damage to the environment and native marine life.

The latest Lake County Grand Jury report says the continuing staff shortage 
at the Sheriff’s Department needs to be a priority, calling it a public safety 
issue. The Record Bee reports the 2018-2019 Lake County Civil Grand Jury 
says the Board of Supervisors needs to make sure there is adequate 
staffing levels in the Sheriff’s Office because the agency cannot provide the 
security the County’s residents deserve. The report also noted a recent 
salary negotiation between the board of supervisors and deputies. The 
Sheriff says since a new agreement was reached they’ve had better luck 
attracting new hires. The report says the Sheriff has been “proactive in 
attracting new recruits”, but that the agency was still understaffed.

A new sign to finally be erected at the entrance to the Coffey Park 
neighborhood after the devastating Tubbs Fire in 2017. The Santa Rosa 
area decimated by the fire, and the wooden Coffey Park sign that stood 
there three decades being replaced. The new Entryway project 
spearheaded by neighbors in the area. The say they’ll add new landscaping 
and trees. Cherry trees to be planted in memory of those who died in the 
fire. The project won’t be done for several months still, is put up with a grant 
from the United Way of the Wine Country. A local landscape designer is 
donating services and a local church has also donated to the cause.

Deputies in Northern Calif. responding to a reported drug overdose and 
crash into a bear. The bear fell onto the passenger side hood of the patrol 
car and the car slammed into an embankment and rolled. The patrol car 
then caught on fire in the area of Orleans. The deputy escaped harm, but 
vegetation along the embankment started to burn too. Firefighters stomped 
out the small fire and the CHP was also on the scene to investigate.
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– Soda Bay Road at Riviera West Drive;

– Crystal Drive at Soda Bay Road;

– Soda Bay Road at Little Borax Lake Road;

– Greenway Drive at Little Borax Lake Road;

– Golf Drive at Greenway Drive;

– Madrone Drive at Soda Bay Road.

Tens of thousands of Kaiser Hospital workers have been offered a pay raise 
a week after they started voting on whether or not to strike. The company 
announced they’ve offered to boost salaries, keep health benefits in place 
and fix staffing shortages.  The Coalition of Kaiser Permanente Unions is 
reportedly getting the proposed labor agreement in the coming days, but no 
word so far from the unions on the deal. Kaiser says they hope the offer will 
be well received, the coalition of 11 unions say it’s a media play and they’ll 
negotiate at the appropriate place, a bargaining table, not in the media. 
They added the deal has not been formally proposed to their elected 
bargaining committee, and what they are presenting to the media is 
deliberately deceptive.

An explosion of Tule elk in the Point Reyes National Seashore means they 
can now be hunted to bring down their population. The National Park 
Service has a new plan that says it won’t be put in place until next year. The 
Service manages the 71,000-acre national park. It’s not a done deal yet as 
there could be court action after a similar situation dealing with an oyster 
farm in a Pacific Ocean inlet in the seashore. The new plan has cost one 
million dollars to work on over two years. The Service reportedly considered 
six options, with the shooting of the elk as their “preferred alternative” which 
also allows area ranchers grazing rights for twenty years.

vacuations in place as a fire burns on the side of Mount Konocti. There’s 
about 40 homes in the potential path of the fire and an evacuation warning 
is also in effect for more. The Golf fire broke out yesterday afternoon around 
Soda Bay Road and Golf Drive, quickly swelling to 5 acres, then 19, now 33. 
The fire’s 30 percent contained. The area of Riviera West was evacuated 
and Kelseyville High was being used as an evacuation center. Riviera 
Heights got the evacuation warning. Several road closures were also 
announced:

Could be good news for firefighters on the Golf Fire, rain may be on the 
way, with cooler temperatures. The National Weather Service reporting on a 
low pressure system along the Northern Calif. coast today into tomorrow 
with temperatures expected to be 5 to 20 degrees below normal before 
heating up again Sunday.

The lease or outright buy of Mendocino Coast District Hospital on hold as 
the Affiliation Board meets then the Board of Directors says no to a ballot 
measure on the idea this November. Residents who showed up at the 
Affiliation Board meeting against the ballot measure to affiliate with 
Adventist Health. Some said it was because they missed the ballot language 
deadline, which is today, one speaker concerned Adventist wouldn’t provide 
abortions, another about labor and delivery services being taken away too. 
The Board telling the public the negotiations with Adventist are continuing.



The meals-on-wheels program in Lake County called out in the latest Grand 
Jury report for various non-compliance issues. The report done each year 
brings up food temperature, food purchasing, pay for delivery-personnel and 
misstatement of food delivery statistics. The jury doesn’t normally 
investigate the program, senior centers or the Area Agency on Aging, but 
apparently they chose to because, as noted, there is an agreement with the 
County for the programs. Some of the issues the jury found, meals taking a 
couple hours or more and their temperatures not checked, health dept. 
inspections not done frequently enough and that their claim of over 220,000 
meals delivered each year is bogus, off by a 60 percent margin.

A man from Clearlake arrested for sex assault says he’s not guilty. 69 year 
old Bert Tino Besio appeared in court, pleading not guilty to all counts and 
special allegations. Besio’s accused of aggravated sexual assault of a 
minor, forcible lewd act upon a child and aggravated sexual assault of a 
child for two victims under 13. Police say it happened on multiple occasions. 
The attorneys waiting on discovery, with Besio’s saying it might take some 
time to go over, but his client is due back in court in about 2 ½ weeks.

A bunch of work by PG&E in Lake County in coming days. The utility 
company planning over 160 miles of vegetation work around its lines and 
another 13 miles or so of repairs and upgrades on infrastructure. The work 
planned since May. You may see crews out and about trimming vegetation 
around power lines. The company says it’s assessing trees thought to be in 
poor health and certain species which have a history of falling or dropping 
limbs during fire season. A PG&E spokesperson tells the Record Bee a 
bunch of their work is part of their “Wildfire Safety Inspections Program”. 
They found 118 problems in Lake County alone with distribution equipment 
and more than 100 issues with their transmission equipment, and 30 
substation issues.

The City of Ukiah moves another step forward again with a new camping 
ordinance. After a court case that set a precedent for decriminalizing those 
who sleep in public places, the Ukiah City Council was back at the drawing 
board with an updated camping ordinance so as to not criminalize sleeping 
in public. The Daily Journal reports the new ordinance prohibits setting up 
permanent, large campsites, camping in public during the day, but states it 
won’t be enforced in areas if there’s no shelter space available. It does 
prohibit camping on sidewalks, streets and floodways. The council approved 
the new measure which should go into effect in a month.

A week has passed with the jury continuing to deliberate in the Ghost Ship 
criminal trial. 36 people died in a fire at the warehouse, turned artist colony 
in Oakland. Master tenant Derick Almena and his right hand man, Max 
Harris have been charged with 36 counts each of involuntary manslaughter 
for the deaths of the partygoers in December of 2016. No cause was ever 
found for the fire which is said to have been the deadliest in the city’s 
history. The men each face 39 years in prison after the judge tossed a plea 
agreement. The jury in their criminal case started deliberating late July 
31st and begin again Monday morning.

Add another name to the list of those who died due to the Camp Fire. A 
survivor just died due to injuries sustained during an attempted escape from 
the fire. The Advocate Newspaper reports Paul Ernest and his wife survived 
the fire, hiding behind a boulder last November. The former Paradise 
resident died Monday from complications from burns he got in the fire. He 
was being cared for at a home in West Sacramento. Nurses there say his 
lungs would no longer oxygenate and doctors had come to find out recently 
that he’d never be able to breathe again without help. He was 72 years old 
and is now considered the 86th death related to the Camp Fire.



Better news about the Golf Fire.

There are still some road closures will remain in place:
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A man in McKinleyville has been arrested after people reported seeing him 
shooting at passing vehicles. Kym Kemp dot com reports the Humboldt 
County Sheriff’s Office arrested the man yesterday morning for shooting at 
passing cars. Deputies saw the guy, Tyler Godwin, and found a gun in his 
pocket. The gun was later shown to be a CO2 powered pellet gun, but they 
say it looked like an actual firearm. Victims on the scene say the guy fired at 
them but they were not hurt. Godwin has been arrested for brandishing a 
firearm.

Effective immediately, all evacuation warnings and orders have been lifted 
for the communities of Riviera West, Buckingham, and Riviera Heights. 
Residents are now able to repopulate the area. The Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office says people in the area should stay alert to the hazards caused by 
the fire and emergency personnel in the immediate area. People heading 
back homer should also be careful turning their gas and water back on

*Soda Bay Road is closed between Little Borax Lake Road and Crystal 
Drive for emergency personnel in the immediate area.*

P G & E expects to restore power and re-energize power lines in the 
affected areas after those lines have been inspected.

The fire itself is about the same size—around 33 acres—and is about 30 
percent contained. The weather should also be favorable for further 
progress with some rain possible, along with cooler temperatures until a 
warm-up on Sunday

A couple of mosquito samples in Lake County have tested positive for West 
Nile virus. The samples collected near Lower Lake last week was the first 
detection this year in Lake County. The Vector Control District reminds folks 
to cover up with clothes and insect repellent during the times when the bugs 
are active. They also remind to dump any standing water, so you don’t 
attract the pests. There’s been West Nile virus activity  in 22 California 
counties this year mostly from mosquitoes. And there have been ten human 
cases of people getting sick from the virus this year. Many people don’t 
even know they have it, only one in five develop symptoms. And most 
people do recover completely. About 1 in 150 get sicker, with severe illness.

The Golf fire in Lake County is 100-percent contained. It started last 
Thursday off Soda Bay Road at Golf Drive in the Black Forest where several 
homes were evacuated and others were put on notice they might have to 
leave. About twenty acres burned in the fire and there was no damage to 
any homes and one minor injury was reported. There were also street 
closures for about a day. Both the evacuations and road closures were lifted 
Friday. The fire was found to have been caused by an improperly discarded 
cigarette.

The communities near where the Golf Fire started had previously been 
noted as being in high fire danger with the potential to threaten human life 
and property if there was a fire. Plus Soda Bay Road is the only main way 
out. Supervisor Rob Brown had been proposing a vegetation abatement 
program for a while, which was adopted recently in the Rivieras. The Sheriff 
and Cal Fire say mild weather and high humidity with a bit of rain was in 
their favor. The Sheriff reported response to the fire was swift and the 
evacuations went well using text and phone notifications. They also went 
door-to-door telling people to leave. The area was supposed to have brush 
clearing this coming weekend as part of Supervisor Brown’s 1,000 Hands to 
Protect Lake County Homes program.



Some evacuation planning and education meetings are set by Cal Fire. 
Sherwood Firewise having the “Ready, Set, Go” CAL FIRE programs. The 
three meetings will feature exercises attendees can learn for home 
evacuation. There will also be a guided convoy out Sherwood Road north to 
Highway 101. And Third District Supervisor John Haschak will be in 
attendance, talking about emergency access routes and public safety 
improvements. Each of the three meetings will be at the Brooktrails 
Community Center and may feature different info. The first was last 
Thursday with a focus on being ‘READY’. The next meeting is a week from 
Thursday, Aug. 22 featuring, being ‘SET’ and the final meeting next 
Saturday, Aug. 24th with the theme, ‘GO’.

For more information, visit sherwoodfirewise.org or email info@sherwoodfirewise.org

A new groundwater management agency is being considered in Lake 
County. The Board of Supervisors, sitting as the directors of the watershed 
protection district considering the move for the Big Valley basin for local and 
sustainable management of the groundwater basin. There had been a plan 
drafted before for the area, but the California Department of Water 
Resources rejected it. Lake County one of six in the state with its alternative 
groundwater plan rejected last month. The county has 90 days to correct the 
plan.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors looking at a new committee to 
support the work by the Army Corps of Engineers for the Middle Creek 
Flood Damage Reduction and Ecosystem Restoration Project. The Record 
Bee reports the project in Upper Lake worked on since the 1990’s to restore 
wetlands near Scotts and Middle Creek so there’s a better filter for sediment 
and nutrients in Clear Lake. A couple of district supervisors working with 
Congressman John Garamendi and others to get approval from the 
committee that oversees the Corps of Engineers’ budgets.

The Clearlake City Council has approved building a new animal shelter. This 
comes after the police chief went to the council last week with a proposal to 
get the current animal shelter in an old hangar at the Public Works Corp. 
yard moved. The Animal Coalition of Lake County apparently working to find 
other options for the shelter has also put up $10,000 for the new space. The 
police chief says there’s not enough space in the current location, which 
was not meant to be an animal shelter in the first place. There was also an 
ad hoc committee created last year to help find a new location. But the best 
option they say now is to add on to where they are, because it would be the 
least costly.

A man in Redwood Valley’s been arrested after he was in a car that didn’t 
stop when an officer tried pulling him over. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Dept. reports they were trying to help a Ukiah Police officer and someone 
hopped out the passenger side while the car was in motion. The person who 
jumped out was identified as Russell Taylor who the deputy found had two 
felony warrants for his arrest for robbery, assault with a deadly weapon, 
domestic violence, burglary, resisting arrest, and multiple other charges. 
The deputy along with his K-9 partner went after the guy, warning him to 
stop, but he would not. Taylor arrested with the help of the police dog for 
resisting arrest and the warrants and held on $295,000.00 bail.

mailto:info@sherwoodfirewise.org
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A man in McKinleyville has been arrested in connection to the stabbing 
death of another man. The Humboldt County Sheriff’s Office reports getting 
a call about a disturbance early last Saturday morning. They say a stabbing 
victim was on the ground and unresponsive. Deputies had apparently been 
to the house in the past due to repeated calls for service and were familiar 
with people involved in this incident. They say they found the stabbing victim 
unresponsive and started CPR and the man was taken to the hospital and 
was pronounced dead. Cops say Brian Leiteritz has been charged with 
murder and booked into the Humboldt County Jail.

The Lake County Grand Jury says raising taxes to fund local fire districts is 
more of a bandaid, then a cure. The Record Bee reports continued financial 
troubles need more than just more taxes slapped on. Three of six fire 
districts have passed tax measures since 2017, but the jury says that’s not 
going to solve budget gaps since there are other issues that need long term 
solutions. So far the Lake County Fire Protection District, South Lake 
County and Lakeport fire districts all passed parcel tax hikes and Northshore 
had a tax hike proposal fail last year, but is trying again this November. The 
jury says un-repaid ambulance services, unpredictable pension liabilities, 
suppression of major wildfires, and replacing old equipment are all add ons 
that won’t be fixed with a tax hike. Instead they recommend some of the 
districts add more fees to ambulance bills, change some of the makeup of 
management, and develop a new tax structure.

A grand marshal has been named for this year’s Lake County Fair. Dr. Brian 
Grey, a long time fair supporter will take the mantle. Qualifications include 
exceptional leadership skills, longtime involvement with the fair and a life of 
service to the community. The CEO for the fair says the doctor is the 
epidemy of what they look for in a Grand Marshal, and that he’s an 
outstanding member of the community with a long history with the 
fairgrounds, especially supporting the kids at the Junior Livestock Auction. 
Grey will lead the opening night parade August 29th with the Fair Board and 
will cut the ribbon, officially kicking off the 2019 Fair.

A fire has caused evacuations in some neighborhoods between Ukiah and 
Hopland. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reports the fire started last 
night around 6 along Moose Road near Bus McGall Road and blew up to 85 
acres pretty quick. Residents on both streets and Valley View Drive were 
ordered to leave their homes. The Press Democrat reports a column of 
smoke could be seen as far out as Windsor. Cooler temperatures and calm 
wind helped firefighters after earlier 20 mph winds were reported. The fire is 
burning in a remote area on Moose Road. The Hopland Fire Chief said 
crews were making good progress. The fire’s 25% contained. No word how 
it started. Cal Fire, Mendocino County fire agencies, the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office and Pacific Gas & Electric were on the scene.

An update on PG&E’s planned power shutoffs from the Mendocino County 
CEO who says the long term outages could be a strain on the county. The 
county looking for a way to stay open with critical county services and keep 
the public continually informed. They’re coming up with plans for several 
departments such as juvenile hall, the jail, child welfare, and adult protective 
series. There are ongoing preparedness meetings happening too with 
various agencies, including the Sheriff’s Dept., Auditors office, Health and 
Human Services, and Office of Emergency Services. The county will keep 
their website constantly updated, utilize social media to get the word out on 
power shutoffs and send emergency notices. They will also have a list of 
places to get food along with open gas stations on their website. And 
temporary power generators will be put into the Ukiah Administration 
Building and other generators will be rented for other buildings. For more 
info: https://prepareforpowerdown.com and http://www.ready.gov



A Highway 101 project between Eureka and Arcata has been given 
conditional support by members of the state Coastal Commission. The $70 
million dollar, years long project to help with traffic hazards in the safety 
corridor. The commission however wants Caltrans to start planning for a sea 
level rise across the highway and wants yearly reports on progress with a 
full report to be submitted by 2023. They’re also requiring Caltrans to do 
more than just add sediment to ocean banks or build a wall. Once the 
project is finally done, there will be an underpass, a new signal, closed off 
medians and longer acceleration and deceleration lanes where vehicles 
merge onto the highway.

A strike by public school teachers in Forestville three days ahead of when 
kids come back for the new school year. Apparently they cannot reach a 
new contract agreement after 11th hour negotiations for pay and health care 
contributions. Some staffers say they just want a half-percent raise during 
the third year of their proposed three-year contract for about $6,000 from 
the Forestville Union School District. The district reportedly saying no, 
they’ve done all they can. Right now they’re at a 5% raises for two years 
and the union wants 3% for the third, but the School District says they can’t 
do more than 2.5%.

The PG&E bankruptcy case may include an offshoot case regarding the 
Tubbs fire. This comes after Cal Fire claimed the deadly October 2017 fire 
was caused by private power equipment, not PG&E’s. But apparently there 
are several victims of the fire who don’t believe that and want to contest Cal 
Fire’s findings saying state investigators didn’t see or possibly ignored some 
key evidence they say shows there was a blown fuse on one of the utility’s 
power poles that dropped hot metal on dry grass below. Lawsuits regarding 
that were stopped in January after the utility company filed for bankruptcy. 
The survivors are going to ask the bankruptcy judge tomorrow to allow them 
to go after the utility company for liability related to the Tubbs fire.

Thousands of Kaiser Permanente union workers have voted to strike. The 
Service Employees International Union workers voted to picket in October, 
potentially affecting as many as 1,600 Kaiser workers in Sonoma County. 
The union represents almost 40,000 workers in Calif. The union says it’s 
because of staffing shortages and low wages. The hospital giant says the 
union’s just trying to gain leverage in current labor negotiations as their 
contract ends in October. A spokesperson for Kaiser says they’ve offered 
“solid wage increases” and their average salary is “already higher than 
market averages.”

The states of California and Massachusetts say they’re going to fight the 
Trump administration’s recent changes to the Endangered Species Act. This 
comes after an announcement by the federal government about how it’ll 
enforce endangered species protections. The state attorneys general 
fighting at the same time several conservation groups had said they will also 
go to court. The Trump administration announced changes to blanket 
protections for animals deemed threatened related to the cost of protecting 
that species. Conservation groups say that disregards impacts from climate 
change.
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The Moose Fire outside Hopland has grown overnight. Early this morning 
we were reporting the fire was 85 acres and 25% contained. It’s now 225 
acres with the same containment. There are ten homes threatened and 
several homes between Ukiah and Hopland have been evacuated, west of 
Highway 101. Fire officials say it’s burning in a rugged, hard to reach area 
mostly in brush and oak woodlands. The fire started yesterday afternoon, 
just after 5. One firefighter had a minor injury, but no other injuries have 
been reported and no structures have burned. Officials said earlier they 
were planning an air attack this morning with five tankers and two 
helicopters.

Those impacted by the wildfires in October 2017 and 2018 are able to file 
for assistance and other needs with PG&E finally. The Press Democrat 
reports the utility company has a link on their website under their wildfire 
assistance program. A judge in their bankruptcy case approved a $105 
million fund for victims of the Atlas, Camp, Nuns and Tubbs fires. You have 
until November 15th to apply. Lawyers also say victims can join the 
bankruptcy lawsuit against PG&E, that deadline is October 21st.

Four areas have been reported to be infected with cyanobacteria in 
Clearlake. The higher levels found during routine water testing by the Big 
Valley Band of Pomo Indians and Elem Indian Colony who test the water 
regularly. Lake Co News reports the results from last week show concerning 
levels of cyanotoxins, which come with blue-green algae. But when readings 
hit 20 micrograms per liter, it means it’s danger level. In Lily Cove, Austin 
Park Beach, Sulphur Bank Mine and Cache Creek Shady Acres were all at 
higher than normal levels. And at Redbud Park, there was a higher level that 
actually went down last week. A reminder to those using boats or recreating 
on the lake not to have direct contact with waters containing cyanobacteria 
in Lake County.

A special meeting called by the Lakeport City Council regarding the 
annexation of an area of South Main Street. The council will also discuss 
forming a new underground utility district. The meeting tonight looking at 
authorizing the Lake Local Area Formation Commission, 136 acres along 
South Main for the South Lakeport Annexation project. There are 50 land 
parcels there, said to be a very high end commercial corridor in the 
unincorporated county. The annexation’s been disputed for several years 
but is in the city’s so called Sphere of Influence. And also up for discussion 
the city council’s looking at forming an underground utility district along 11th 
Street and North Main Street.

A Utah Firefighter remembered a year after coming to Northern Calif. to fight 
the Mendocino Complex Fire. Volunteer firefighters have erected a 
memorial cross above the Eel River in honor of Matthew Burchett with his 
name and picture on it at the Elk Mountain Road overlook. The 42 year old ‑ ‑
veteran firefighter was killed on the giant Ranch Fire last year. Several 
people came out to honor him as the cross was put in the ground Tuesday, 
the one year anniversary of Burchett’s death. Burchett came to California as 
the Ranch and River fires burned last July. The bigger fire, the Ranch fire 
burned 410,000 acres and continued for several weeks on the north shore 
of Clear Lake. The River fire burned 50,000 acres on the lake’s west shore.



A well known wine executive in Sonoma County who also recently resigned 
as its president is accused of water quality violations. Hugh Reimers of 
Foley Wines’ vineyard in Santa Rosa is accused by the North Coast 
Regional Water Quality Board of violating local water rules, the Calif. Water 
Code and the federal Clean Water Act. His vineyard management company, 
Krasilsa Pacific Farms accused of not applying for the proper permits to 
operate a vineyard in the first place. The notice of violations filed in June 
against Reimers, the manager of Krasilsa. His resignation is apparently 
unrelated to the findings. His company faces penalties though from just 
cleaning up the property to fines.

A state audit finding $1.5 billion in reserves in the Cal State system is not 
the case. This according to the chancellor of the country’s biggest four-year 
public university system. The Press Democrat reports California State 
University Chancellor Timothy White speaking in front of a panel of 
lawmakers Monday says the so-called discretionary reserves is actually so 
students can get advances on financial aid, pay for construction projects 
across their 23 schools and so there’s a little extra in case there’s another 
recession. This comes after the California State Auditor told lawmakers 
school officials could use the money how they wanted, without restrictions.

The 1,000 Hands to Protect Lake County Homes brush clearing project is 
on. The project long planned before the Golf fire broke out in the corridor 
this past week. The event planned for this Saturday, Aug. 17th organized by 
Supervisor Rob Brown who says they knew it was an important event 
before, but now he says it’s critical. He tells Lake Co News clearing the 
roadside vegetation is an opportunity to take action for an area that’s still 
vulnerable. He says there are 12,000 county residents near the high risk fire 
area. They’re looking for 500 volunteers this Saturday from 6 to 10 a.m. at 
six worksites in the Soda Bay corridor.All participants must sign a volunteer services agreement prior to starting 
work. It can be found 
at http://www.lakecountyca.gov/1000HandsAgreement/ and returned, by 
email, to Rob.Brown@lakecountyca.gov or your crew leader the day of the 
event.

State Sen. Mike McGuire has new legislation so utility companies who want 
to turn power off need to provide early notification to certain agencies. 
McGuire introducing a Senate Bill he says is common sense. He says his 
bill will require police, fire, sheriff departments, health care facilities and 
telecommunication providers get prior notification of de-energizing to allow 
residents to know in a timely fashion. The power shutoffs as a last result so 
there isn’t a fire in red flag or other fire weather events. He says there’s no 
requirement that the notifications go out to first responders, health care 
facilities, and telecommunication services. He says last October PG&E had 
a power shutdown in Lake County with inadequate notification by the utility 
company, a problem for residents on oxygen and need electricity to survive.

The Moose Fire staying at the latest acreage count of 225 acres. The fire 
started Monday late afternoon off Moose Rd and Bus McGall Rd. between 
Ukiah and Hopland. One firefighter had minor injuries, but no structures 
have burned or been damaged. Evacuation orders were reduced to 
warnings and the fire’s 35% contained. The fire burning in steep mountains, 
deep ravines, rock outcroppings and higher temperatures. There’s no date 
prediction for full containment. Another fire, in Sonoma County, is 100% 
contained. The Timm Fire started yesterday afternoon and burned 81 acres.
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A major subdivision in Ukiah planned a decade ago, back in the mix. The 
Daily Journal reports a developer out of Chico bought almost 50 acres in the 
3000 block of South State Street at auction in June. The area was slated to 
become the Garden’s Gate subdivision but was stagnant for years. The 
developer’s reportedly paying off $400,000 in property taxes and other 
debts and is looking to build 170-180 single family homes called Bella Vista 
Estates. Their audience is working professionals. The same company is 
putting up apartments at the corner of North Main and Norton streets, called 
Main Street Village. And they’re eyeing another project, homes in the north 
end of Ukiah on Lovers Lane.

A small fire near the Ukiah Airport is out. The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority 
says they think the fire yesterday morning may have been sparked by a 
lawnmower. The fire chief says the fire burned an acre-and-a half of dry 
grass and says there are witnesses to what happened. A couple of FAA 
employees at the airport that morning saying they saw somebody mowing 
where the fire started. Some firefighters reportedly diverted from the Moose 
Fire. And nearby a crash at the Moose Fire site on the 101 near 
McNab Ranch Road. The driver had only minor injuries.

An elderly man missing, last seen in Mendocino County. Teresa Abraham 
searching for her missing dad, John Baker, driving to the Piercy area from 
Southern Calif. She says her father liked to take long rides, but at the 
beginning of the month when he drove to Seattle and back, he vanished. 
She says she thinks he was planning to visit the redwoods. The 81 year old 
used his credit card at a gas station in Piercy last week, and she spoke to 
him, when he said he was headed home thru the trees, then back to Hwy 5, 
but she’s not heard from him since and there’s been no activity on his credit 
card. She did say her father has Alzheimer’s, but his doctor cleared him 
earlier this year to renew his driver’s license.

The Moose Fire staying at the latest acreage count of 225 acres but is 
nearly half way contained. The fire that started Monday off Moose Rd and 
Bus McGall Rd. between Ukiah and Hopland is 45% contained. There was 
one firefighter injury, but that was minor. No structures have burned or are 
damaged. Evacuation orders were reduced to warnings yesterday, with a 
reminder for residents to be at the ready if needed. The fire reportedly 
burning in steep terrain. It was very hot for firefighters today too, reaching 
above 100 degrees. No word on when the fire may fully be contained, but 
we’ll bring you more info as we get it.

A resolution regarding the Potter Valley Project says Lake County is against 
the removal of Scott Dam. The Record Bee reports the Board of Supervisors 
amended their June resolution because of Lake Pillsbury. The newspaper 
writes it’s to allow the county to be involved in a regional group put together 
with the idea they’d take over control of the Potter Valley Project from the 
current owner, PG& E. Humboldt County, the Mendocino Inland Water and 
Power Commission, Sonoma Water, Friends of the Eel River, Round Valley 
Indian Tribes, California Trout, and others form the group who are paying for 
a study to see if they can reasonably take over control of the Potter Valley 
Project.
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The legislature finishing up their month long recess, headed back to the 
capitol next week with some major bills to tackle before the end of the 
session. There are only two months left in the legislative session and one of 
the bills on the table to regulate phony medical vaccine exemptions. Senator 
Richard Pan’s bill passed the Assembly Health Committee in June. It 
happens at the same time the country’s seeing a comeback of the measles 
virus. Pan says we need better oversight of medical exemptions to protect 
children. But those against say it shouldn’t be up to the legislature to make 
medical decisions. The bill heads to the Senate Appropriations Committee 
next.

A man on parole, who’s a known gang member’s arrested in Lakeport for 
having a gun.  Police arrest 25 year old Christian Estrella last night after a 
couple cops on routine patrol saw the guy who they knew was on active 
state parole and a gang member. They approached and searched his car, 
finding a loaded 9 millimeter pistol in the center console of his car. The man 
was then placed under arrest on several charges including being a 
prohibited person in possession of a firearm, having a concealed firearm in 
a vehicle, possession of a firearm by persons with prior weapons charge 
and a parole hold.  He was being held without bail due to his long history of 
gang crimes, weapon charges, assault and robbery.

A final contract’s been awarded by the Ukiah City Council to complete the 
final stretch of the Rail Trail. The last phase to lengthen the pavement area 
and a bridge crossing over Orrs Creek. The lowest bid at just under 1.4 
million to a new construction company. The lighting on the path has been an 
issue for a couple district supervisors. The project’s covered by some 
grants.

Money being granted for emergency preparedness in Lake and Mendocino 
counties. North Coast Opportunities granting the two counties with more 
than half a million dollars each for their Emergency Preparedness in 
Communities program, or EPIC, for culturally and linguistically competent 
emergency preparedness trainings, assistance or solutions. The grants from 
$1,000 to $25,000 will be distributed by each county with applications 
available this fall. All groups, nonprofits or not, can apply for the grants. The 
NCO Executive Director says she hopes to see various ideas for disaster 
preparedness and education to help vulnerable populations at risk from a 
disaster.

A man from McKinleyville arrested back in 2016 after a fatal DUI crash has 
been sent to prison. The crash in December of 2016 killed a 16 year old girl 
who was walking along Central Ave in McKinleyville. James Merrick pleaded 
guilty to a count of gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated last 
month. There was also a special allegation of fleeing the scene. When his 
blood alcohol level was measured, it came back at more than twice the legal 
limit. He was also on probation for a previous DUI conviction from 2015 at 
the time he crashed into the teen. He got fifteen years as part of a plea 
agreement with no credit for the five years he already served.

A bill previously veto’d by former Gov. Jerry Brown to start middle and high 
school times later is being brought back to life by its author, Senator 
Anthony Portantino of the San Fernando Valley. Portanino has agreed to 
some amendments to his bill, so middle schools start at 8 a.m. and high 
school start at 8:30 a.m. so individual school districts have more bus 
schedule flexibility. Rural districts would be exempt due to bus schedule 
challenges. And the start times would not include “zero periods” or optional 
courses offered before a regular school day starts. The bill passed the 
Senate in May and the Assembly Education Committee in July and headed 
to the Assembly Appropriations Committee yesterday for discussion.



A man in Clearlake charged with several crimes including possessing a gun, 
robbery and vandalism has pleaded not guilty. Shawn Fox also charged with 
resisting arrest, violating probation and drug charges after his arrest in April. 
Police say they contacted Fox while doing a civil standby, keeping the 
peace during an incident where they saw a gun handle sticking out of Fox’s 
pant pocket and since he’s a convicted felon, he wasn’t supposed to have a 
gun. He was arrested, but reportedly resisted and tried to reach for the gun 
but he was stopped and booked in jail for being a felon in possession of a 
concealed firearm and ammunition, and felony resistance of a peace officer.

A man caught in the middle of a burglary in Lakeport has been arrested. 
Police say 22 year old Damon Monthei was busted during a burglary in 
progress at the former Natural High School building. A witness calling police 
to say they saw a man break into the building, then leave the scene in a 
white Ford F-150 pickup truck. The responding officer heard banging noises, 
found an open door and saw a man there set something down. That was 
found to be a crowbar, and there was a second one in his pants pocket. He 
admitted to police he took some items from the building. He was charged 
with vandalism and first degree burglary, with bail set at $50,000.

A doctor from Santa Rosa has been arrested after five of his patients died 
from opioid or narcotics abuse. The California Attorney General Xavier 
Becerra reported the arrest and arraignment of Dr. Thomas Keller who he 
says overprescribed dangerous levels of drugs to the patients for pain relief. 
The drugs included Vicodin, oxycodone, OxyContin, Percocet and 
morphine. Becerra says it was at levels outside accepted medical 
practice. He now faces several charges including second-degree murder 
and elder abuse for the five patients deaths. Becerra says the opioid 
epidemic is destroying communities so his office will continue to prosecute 
fairly and diligently anyone whose alleged to have abused the state 
healthcare system and over-prescribe drugs at the expense of their patients.

The Moose Fire’s at 225 acres and holding, but another fire breaks out in 
Colusa County. Firefighters at the ready, corralling the Moose Fire at 75% 
containment now. No word on how the fire on Moose and McNab Ranch 
Roads near Hopland started. No more structures are said to be in danger. 
We have reports that a couple more firefighters were injured though, so that 
makes 3. They are all minor injuries. In Colusa County, the Spring fire was 
contained. That fire started northeast of Wilbur Springs and burned 20 
acres, it was surrounded yesterday, the same day it started, no damage to 
any structures. That one started by a lawnmower blade hitting a rock.

The judge in PG&E’s bankruptcy case responding to arguments in the case 
says compensation for fire victims will be determined by the public’s 
confidence. The judge saying it’ll be a key factor in his decision if he’ll allow 
a civil trial to determine the company’s liabilities for the 2017 Tubbs fire. The 
statements after lawyers for victims asked for a jury trial against the utility 
company. Cal Fire had said the Tubbs Fire was caused by private power 
equipment, but the victims want to move forward with a case against PG&E. 
That would slow the process of ending PG&E’s bankruptcy case. A civil trial 
could also help determine if the utility company should compensate victims 
for the fire compared to those of other fires where PG&E was determined to 
be at fault.
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An initiative to lower the voting age to 17 in Calif. jumps another hurdle. A 
key legislative committee gave the green light to the idea which could go to 
voters to decide. The Assembly Amendments 4 and 8 proposing allowing 17 
year olds to vote. Number 4 allows 17 year olds the right to vote in a primary 
or special election if they’ll be 18 by the general and Assembly Amendment 
8 to allow a 17-year-old the right for all elections. Right now a 16-year-old 
can register to vote. 22 other states and the District of Columbia allows a 
17-year-old to vote in a primary if they are 18 before a general election. 
There was something similar proposed here in 2017, but it died.

The Election Review Committee in the Fort Bragg City Council says they’re 
ready to hear from the public on various proposals which they hope to report 
back to the council by the end of the year. The committee formed after the 
threat of a lawsuit by a local lawyer who said the city’s elections system 
went against Hispanic voters by keeping them as a permanent minority 
which goes against the Voting Rights Act. The Advocate newspaper reports 
the committee looked at district voting, ranked choice and other alternative 
election methods.

A high school teacher in Ukiah who was accused of misconduct for hugging 
a former student in a closet on school grounds is back at work after his case 
is closed. The Mendocino County District Attorney’s Office reports teacher 
Benjamin O’Neill pleaded “no contest” to a misdemeanor for hugging a 17-
year-old girl in a storage room. He was arrested the year after it happened 
when someone else reported it to police. O’Neill had been charged with 
“annoying a child under… 18” and was put on administrative leave, then in 
June pleaded no contest to misdemeanor battery instead. He got three 
years probation and 50 hours of community service and has to have 
counseling. He also had his teaching credential reinstated.

Some improvements coming to Lake Mendocino courtesy of the Army Corps 
of Engineers. The Corp working on the south side of the lake for erosion 
improvements at the Joe Riley Day Use Area this weekend. They’ve already 
completed some road grading and will put down some base-rock before 
winter rains. The National Guard is helping with the work which is supposed 
to be done this weekend. The road they’re all working on has not been used 
by the Corp in the winter wet season because of erosion and washout which 
should no longer be an issue.

A parent at Lakeport schools wants three board members tossed so he’s 
circulating a petition to make it happen. The Record Bee reports Joe 
Szupello served Jennifer Hanson, Carly Alvord and Dan Buffalo with notice 
at their meeting this week after he was able to get the 10 required 
signatures to get the ball rolling. The trio have a week to respond. Two 
thirds of Lakeport’s voters will have to sign the petition for it to move to a 
recall. The petition stating they’re looking to “restore accountability, 
transparency and trust” putting students above, “self-serving board 
members.” On another note the Natural High building looks to be noted as 
surplus property and school enrollment was up by about ten students.

A lifelong resident of Kelseyville says she’s running for the Board of 
Supervisors, District 5 seat. Lily Woll announced her candidacy Monday 
night. The district serves Kelseyville, Riviera, Buckingham, Cobb and Loch 
Lomond and has been Rob Brown’s for almost two decades, but he says he 
won’t run again. Woll has a degree in Spanish and International Studies, 
served in the Peace Corps and worked for the Lake County Department of 
Social Services as a bilingual eligibility worker and a family advocate for 
Lake County Tribal Health. She also has a couple of Masters Degrees, in 
Spanish and in Education.



It’s back to work for striking teachers in Forestville. The teachers return 
today after agreeing to a new three year contract last night after a four day 
strike. Teachers at Forestville School & Academy started the strike the first 
day of school. Kids were also kept out of school as a show of solidarity. The 
school posted on their Facebook page that a deal was reached. It came 
after only 140 of 310 enrolled students showed up for the first day of classes 
and some parents were also on the picket line. The new deal includes 5% 
pay raises the first two years, increased health insurance premium 
contributions and a 3% raise the third year, which had been the sticking 
point.

The Lake County Grand Jury says the Lake Evacuation & Animal Protection 
service needs more money, more telephones and better online presence. 
The Record Bee reports on the new report on the program that organizes 
moving animals during emergencies, then caring for them after emergency 
evacuations in Lake County. It’s activated by the Sheriff as he sees fit. But 
the grand jury states there are not enough phone lines to handle the amount 
of calls they get during an active evacuation. The report also urging pet 
owners to be more prepared in a disaster. The jury also recommending a 
Facebook page for animal owners to coordinate transports and to be part of 
the planning of PG&E power shutoffs.

Those impacted by wildfires caused by PG&E equipment can start applying 
for urgent help. As we reported earlier this week, there’s $125 million dollars 
for survivors of the 2017 and 2018 fires, including the Camp Fire and Tubbs 
Fire. There are applications available now for households to get up to 
$5,000 ea. All you have to do is visit their website to start the process or 
make a phone call.  It’s not part of the utility company’s bankruptcy, but if 
you do get money this way, it will be subtracted from future claims in the 
bankruptcy case. The deadline to submit a claim for emergency funds is 
Nov. 15th.

A man from Nice has been arrested and misses his arraignment because 
he’s in the hospital. Police say Grant Donald Smith was taken to UC Davis 
Hospital after he was charged with negligent discharge of a firearm and 
resisting an executive officer. It comes after the man was seen yelling at his 
neighbors and shooting a gun. Clearlake Police and California Highway 
Patrol officers say they heard gunshots coming from the guy’s house and 
ordered him outside then he told them to come get him and threatened to 
kill everyone. A SWAT team diffused the situation, arrested him and held 
him for $500,000 bail with an active bench warrant.

An EMT officer out hiking in the Canyon Creek area of Trinity County is 
reported missing. Kym Kemp reporting Daniel Komins of Blue Lake hasn’t 
been heard from since last Sunday. He was apparently out at Upper Canyon 
Creek Lake and was supposed to be back this past Wednesday. His 
girlfriend says he went camping at Lower Lake then was at Thompson Peak 
with three other hikers. The girlfriend got a message from Komins gps 
device with his coordinates later that day, from Upper Lake.  She says he 
was supposed to go next to Sapphire Lake, but she never heard back and 
reported him missing. His car was found by deputies at the trailhead and a 
team went out searching. A chopper joined the search yesterday.
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Multiple fires start in Shasta County being called the Cottage Fire. Cal Fire 
in Shasta reports one fire broke out after lunch time yesterday east of 
Anderson and southeast of Redding and evacuations were ordered an hour 
later. It’s quickly noted as a complex of fires on twitter with the Cal Fire area 
division tweeting two 30 acre fires and one five acre fire with structures 
threatened. Then later they reported one of those blew up to 50 acres and 
two others merged into one 60 acre fire. There were also road closures 
announced for residents, but hours later the roads open and the 
evacuations are lifted. The fire is now reported at 133 acres and 30% 
contained. The Moose Fire in Mendocino County has had no forward 
movement in several days, sitting at 225 acres and now 85% contained.

A bill making its way thru the legislature calls on school districts in the state 
to update records showing student names with their genders. They say it’s 
to help transgender graduates or grads identifying as having no gender. 
Assemblyman David Chiu of San Francisco authored the bill which he says 
it can negatively impact transgender and nonbinary Californians as they 
apply for jobs or school. Right now state law protects transgender students 
but the Assemblyman says some schools have been reluctant to issue new 
diplomas to grads who transitioned or came out as transgender or nonbinary 
after they left school. The bill so far passed the Senate and Assembly, but 
Republican lawmakers withheld their votes.

A ballot measure meant to raise property taxes on certain businesses next 
year is no longer feasible as written. The sponsors of the 2020 measure to 
raise taxes on factories, stores, warehouses, office buildings and other 
commercial real estate decided not to proceed as it was written and has a 
new draft instead. The improvement to help small businesses. For years 
unions and others have been trying to repeal or revise Proposition 13 which 
was voted in in 1978. The “Schools and Communities First” measure would 
keep certain provisions of Proposition 13’s tax limits for agricultural and 
residential properties, but require commercial properties to be upgraded for 
tax purposes. Those against the initiative say it’s the first step in repealing 
Proposition 13’s limits on all property.

The price of land in Calif with single family homes up, but Calif. was behind 
a couple of other states. A new report from the Joint Center for Housing 
Studies at Harvard showed Nevada and Colorado were on top of California 
in land values per acre. The report looking at the state of the country’s 
housing market as a whole showing there were more new households every 
year between 2012 and 017, but construction was weak, so the price was 
still too much for too many. Land prices were up 158 percent in Nevada, 96 
percent in Colorado, and 88 percent in California.

A woman in Willits has been arrested for trespassing. Mendocino deputies 
sent to a suspicious female in a parked SUV, but when they arrived, they 
didn’t see her. Then later they were summoned to the same property again, 
this time the woman, reported to be lying face down in a field. When they 
arrived, they found her, back in the driver’s seat of the SUV and identified 
her as Jennifer Risch who they say drove off as they got there. They 
followed and tried stopping her, but she kept going even when they flipped 
on their siren and emergency lights, near where pedestrians were walking 
and says she drove into the oncoming traffic lane. She went off the road and 
hit a utility pole, splitting it in half, got out and then they say she looked like 
she was doing yoga. They finally got her and took her to a hospital. And 
after being medically cleared she was booked on $35,000.00 bail.



A woman in Redwood Valley’s been arrested after reports of a domestic 
violence incident. Deputies say when they got there, they found a 58 year 
old man who said he was in a relationship with Terressa Depree on and off 
for approximately four years, but on that day, they got into an argument over 
ownership of a can of coffee.  During that time, she started pushing him 
around, trying to toss him down a flight of stairs, and bit him.  She was 
arrested for Felony Domestic Violence Battery and held on $25,000.00 bail.

Not looking good for Yokayo Bowling Center. The owner says they’re 
closing for good September 14th, even if there’s a last minute reprieve like 
they got last year. Mike Schultz tells the Daily Journal he can’t do a month to 
month lease anymore because he makes most money off of bowling 
leagues which don’t operate month to month, saying they’d have to go until 
at least May of next year. He goes on to say he got notice he has to vacate 
the premises by the end of Sept. He says he even offered to buy the 
building, but he was turned down.

Hemp’s a growing industry in Lake County. The Board of Supervisors to 
consider an agreement for the county to be paid by the State to register 
hemp growers and for that, enforce hemp regulations. A memo to the board 
by the county agricultural commissioner says the agreement with the Dept. 
of Food and Agriculture means $2,000 back to the county for the 
registrations. So far there are 33 hemp registrants in the county. The Ag. 
office will also get money back to train staff, for public outreach and 
enforcement against growers who don’t follow the rules, related equipment, 
vehicle and bookkeeping costs.

A shortage of doctors in Calif. The state facing a shortage, specifically, of 
primary care physicians, especially in rural areas and low-income inner city 
areas. A new study by Healthforce Center at UC San Francisco says the 
shortage could impact millions of people within ten years. Apparently adding 
to that is a third of the doctors in Calif are over 55 and may retire soon. 
Some studies show Calif. may need to find up to 10,000 primary care 
clinicians, which includes nurse practitioners and physician assistants.

Lake County Board of Supervisors taking up the Potter Valley Project at 
their next meeting. The Board to decide if they should be involved in the 
group purchasing the project from PG&E. The group to look into the water 
supply and species concerns in the Eel River and the Upper Russian River. 
The others in the consortium, the Sonoma County Water Agency, the 
Mendocino Inland Water and Power Commission, California Trout, Inc., and 
Humboldt County. The entities already entered a project planning 
agreement and Lake County had previously agreed to be part of it.

A major street paving project considered in Lakeport. The City Council will 
decide who to award the project to. The Public Works Director reportedly 
going to ask the council to award the South Main Street Pavement 
Rehabilitation Project to their lowest bidder for about 356,000. They would 
repair about 815 feet of South Main Street, including traffic control, cold 
planing, full-depth reclamation cement, paving and pavement markings. The 
council will first meet to discuss some litigation tomorrow night before the 
regular meeting.

An opening has been announced on the Mendocino-Lake Community College District Board of Trustees. Trustee Area No. 7 which includes Kelseyville and the surrounding areas in southwest Lake County is vacant. The board oversees the performance of the Mendocino-Lake Community College District. If you’re interested, you must be at least 18 years old, live in the District and be a registered voter. You can get more info at www.mendocino.edu applications have to be in by August 29th.

http://www.mendocino.edu/


A missing hiker from Northern Calif missing in the Trinity Alps has been 
found dead. EMT Daniel Komins found yesterday morning. The Trinity 
County Sheriff’s Office reports a helicopter spotted his backpack off a trail 
near Mirror Lake. His body found nearby.  They say at first look it seems he 
may have fallen in the steep and rocky terrain. He was missing since August 
14th when his girlfriend reported he had not come home. He was described 
as an experienced hiker who went out alone on a five day trip  about 75 
miles northwest of Redding.

Calif. named as one of more than a dozen states with 120 cases of lung 
disease or injury they say could be linked to vaping. A CNN survey of state 
health departments finds 15 confirmed cases in Wisconsin, the state with 
the most cases… and another 15 they’re investigating. Illinois has 10 
confirmed and 12 more cases being investigated and California has 19 
being investigated. In New York, their State Department of Health says 
they’re “actively investigating” 11 cases. Indiana and New Jersey both 
reported nine cases. A total of 42 states and Washington, DC answered 
CNN for the survey.

The Moose Fire has been 100% contained officially. Cal Fire out with a 
statement yesterday they’ve totally surrounded the fire near Hopland after 
225 acres burned. Three firefighters had minor injuries, but no structures 
were damaged or destroyed.  The cause of the fire is under investigation.

Another person who died in the Camp Fire has been identified. The Butte 
County Sheriff’s office reported 68 year old Judith Sipher of Paradise was 
positively identified which brings the number of those who’ve been positively 
id’d to 81. The remains of three people found after the deadliest fire in Calif. 
history were tentatively identified but have not yet been publicly released by 
the sheriff’s office. Two of the 86 victims are still not known. The fire last 
November destroyed the town of Paradise, burning almost 15,000 homes in 
Paradise and nearby towns.

A man from Trinity County has been reported missing after moving out of his 
permanent residence. Deputies on the lookout for 73 year old William Elliot 
who has not been seen or heard from since August 5th. He was officially 
reported missing on the 11th. He apparently no longer has a permanent 
address in the county and is believed to have moved several months ago to 
Lewiston. Deputies say he had been kicked out of his house and told others 
he was planning to live in his car with his cat. They have not reported any 
foul play.

A man from Marysville has been arrested in connection to the stabbing 
death of his mother. Police say Otoniel Carranza turned himself in Friday 
afternoon saying he attacked his 37 year old mom in their apartment. They 
went to the home, finding the woman with multiple stab wounds. She was 
pronounced dead at the scene. No word on a motive. The State Department 
of Justice is helping detectives work the case. The man reportedly booked 
into the Yuba County Jail on suspicion of murder and held on $1 million bail.

A man reportedly fishing with friends on Lake Shasta has drowned. The 
incident near Packers Bay over the weekend. The Shasta County Sheriff’s 
Office reports the man went into the water to cool off after he and some 
friends ran out of gas on their fishing boat. Three other men with the man, 
who’s name has not been released. They were apparently floating on the 
boat after running out of gas, none had on life jackets. The friends say they 
saw him struggling to swim and tried to help and threw a life jacket and 
ropes for him, but he went under. They called 911 and several local law 
enforcement agencies came out with divers who couldn’t find him.
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After cops go after a stolen car near Hopland, a chase… Ukiah Police say 
they got a call from a woman who says her home was burglarized and her 
car stolen. Police saw the vehicle on the 101 and chased, but the driver took 
off past Hopland. They say one of the passengers in the car pulled the 
emergency brake as the car was in motion, so they spun out near the Green 
Bridge over the Russian River. The Daily Journal reports 2 women 
surrendered and two men took off into dense brush. The men have not been 
found, but the women were released after police find they were not involved 
in the burglary or car theft. They’re asking anyone who may know anything 
to call police.

Slow fire season so far. Cal Fire says the acreage burned this year is down 
90% when you look at the average of the last five years. There have been 
38 square miles of fires this year, down from an average of about 416 
square miles in the same period the past five years. At this time last year, 
the Mendocino Complex fire was burning. And more than 970 square miles 
burned. Fires this year are down 15%. It only covers fires not on federal 
land, but the report also notes, typically the worst fires in Calif. have been in 
autumn.

The Ghost Ship trial is still going. The jury has had the case a few weeks 
with no determination on guilt for the two men accused in the deaths of 36 
people at a party at the Oakland warehouse 2 ½  years ago. The judge has 
also dismissed three jurors and told the newly formed jury to start all over 
with alternates. The three month trial of Derick Almena and Max Harris now 
also includes a gag order for the lawyers on both sides, so they don’t speak 
to reporters.  The fire broke out in the warehouse, turned artist space that 
prosecutors say was packed with musical instruments, furniture and 
flammable debris with only two exits and no smoke detectors, fire alarms or 
sprinklers. Almena and Harris each face as much as 39 years in prison if 
convicted.

An apartment house is being proposed next to the homeless shelter on 
South State Street. The Daily Journal reports Redwood Community 
Services is looking to put up 30 single-occupancy apartments. The 
community development director told the Ukiah Planning Commission at 
their last meeting they’ve had several applications including two for housing. 
One of those for transitional, supportive housing across from the shelter, 
and another for eight single-family homes on West Gobbi Street. The 
director says they’ve also had some applications to put in Cannabis 
manufacturing and cultivation and retail outlets in the area.

Cannabis business is booming in Humboldt County. Manufacturing is a big 
business in Eureka and Arcata. The director of community development in 
Arcata says the cannabis industry is bringing jobs to the area. There are 
more than 30 marijuana businesses up and running in the city. In Eureka 
there are 60, with more than half in manufacturing and distribution. In 
Eureka too, there’s been between 300 and 600 jobs added in the city in the 
cannabis industry alone.  The city’s also both say the cannabis businesses 
are taking over and fixing old, dilapidated parts of the cities.

The “1,000 Hands to Protect Lake County Homes” project a success. Lake 
Co News reports Supervisor Rob Brown’s idea came to fruition last 
Saturday morning, the same weekend the Moose Fire that had burned 
nearby was declared 100% contained. The work to clear brush and debris 
along a six-mile stretch of Soda Bay Road from the Clear Lake Riviera to 
Soda Bay. Brown says he organized the event to protect the Soda Bay 
corridor against roadside fires. Brown was campaigning to get 500 
volunteers, and ended up with 300. He says they got everything done he 
wanted to and finished early.



A suspected DUI driver on the run in Redding leads cops on a high speed 
chase. Police and the Shasta County sheriff’s dept chasing the driver and 
one passenger after they hit speeds of up to 100 mph before stopping 
because they hit spike strips. The driver id’d as Paul Cruz of Redding hit the 
strips after leading a chase for 35 miles. The car reported stolen the end of 
July in Redding. Cruz and his passenger Felicia Gensaw arrested early 
yesterday morning. Cruz on probation for drug crimes faces DUI, violation of 
probation and possession of a stolen vehicle charges. His passenger, 
Gensaw, for suspicion of possession of stolen property and of a substance 
which is believed to be methamphetamine.

Lake County needs a new CEO for the Fair. The current CEO, Courtny Conkle has accepted a job as manager of the Wyoming State Fair after nearly two years in Lake County. She will oversee the fair that runs Labor Day weekend, then start her new job in Wyoming Sept. 23rd. Apparently she grew up in the industry with her family working at fairs her whole life. Her dad owns Conkle’s Concessions. She’s worked here locally, at the Sonoma County Fair in Santa Rosa and the Sonoma-Marin Fair in Petaluma. She says her new position in Wyoming is a governor-appointed position. If you’re interested in taking over the Lake County Fair next year, applications are available on the fair Web site or at the office on Martin St. For more information, call the fair office at 707-263-6181.

Kelseyville’s school board is considering what to do with the old Kelsey 
Creek Schoolhouse at their next meeting. The Board of Trustees is taking 
up the matter at the meeting tonight, reviewing a couple of proposals for the 
schoolhouse. The old building would have to be donated to a nonprofit after 
an agreement by the board in April. In May they approved a request for 
proposals for nonprofits with a 60 day proposal submission period. That 
ended July 31st. Lake Co News reports the two proposals they received 
came from the Lake County Historical Society and the Lucerne Area 
Revitalization Association. One of the proposals to move the old building 
and the other to keep it where it is, renovate it and use it for events.

A vote coming on a proposed tobacco use prohibition ordinance in 
Clearlake. The proposal adds on to the places where smoking would be 
prohibited in the city. Right now there’s no smoking in any park, playground 
or recreation center. The new law would also add no puffing near bus stops, 
ATMs, at public events, near public buildings and several other businesses 
including bars and restaurants. There are penalties proposed for owners of 
businesses who don’t abide. There would also be no ashtrays allowed at the 
locations. And signs would have to go up saying there’s a smoking ban in 
place. It includes marijuana smoking, vaping and cigarettes. The meeting 
tonight at 6, then if approved, the ordinance would be put up for a final vote 
by the council on Sep. 12th.

An Emergency Room from Adventist Health may be coming to Paradise. But 
it’s up to the state Legislature. There’s a bill in the Assembly now that would 
allow the Feather River Hospital to have free-standing emergency rooms. It 
comes after the Camp Fire which closed down the hospital because of 
damage. It was the only acute care hospital and the largest employer in 
Paradise. Other communities also counted on the hospital for care with 
many residents covered by Medicare or Medicaid with limited access to 
transportation. Right now it’s not authorized anywhere in Calif. to have free 
standing Emergency Rooms. The Feather River Health Center is opened 
again, but there are limited services there because it’s just a clinic, so the 
closest emergency room is in Chico. The bill has passed several committees 
and gets a 3rd reading today by the Assembly.

https://www.lakecountyfair.com/p/getinvolved/jobs
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More than a billion dollars allocated by the state Transportation Commission 
for more than 130 highway projects across the state. 133 State Highway 
Operation and Protection Program, or SHOPP, projects. The Caltrans 
director says they’ve been making progress to strengthen the transportation 
system in the state after Senate Bill 1 passed in 2017, the Road Repair and 
Accountability Act. The money being used on a backlog of projects, 880 
lane miles, 30 bridges, 474 congestion reducing devices, and the repair of 
83 culverts to prevent flooding on highways. It includes the 101 in 
Mendocino County and also Route 1 in Mendocino County.

The Governor has signed a controversial police deadly use of force bill into 
law after the shooting of an unarmed black man in Sacramento last year. 
Governor Newsom was surrounded by a number of lawmakers, family 
members of those who had a relative die in a police shooting and supporters 
of the legislation as he signed the bill yesterday. The Assembly Bill calls for 
cops to try first with words instead of weapons to de-escalate a situation. 
The new law won’t go into effect until next January 1st and states, 
police can only use deadly force if “necessary in defense of human life.” 
Right now cops are allowed to shoot if they find it “reasonable.” The new law 
also says prosecutors should consider police officers’ actions leading to the 
shooting as they decide if deadly force was justified.

An agreement reached for another three years between the Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors and county union workers. Mendocino County 
SEIU Local 1021 agreeing to the new deal which the Daily Journal reports 
includes higher pay and health benefits. The two sides had been negotiating 
after the union held informational pickets last month on their lunch breaks. 
They were trying to get notice about their pay compared to those in 
comparable counties across the state. The Board of Supervisors had a 
negotiating team work with the union. The pay for union workers is now 
reportedly closer to other counties of comparable size. The board though 
says they’ve set aside money for the contract the first year but have to figure 
out how to pay for the second and third years.

A couple of cars and a cow collide in Mendocino County. The Ukiah Valley 
Fire Authority on the scene Monday night after the accident about five miles 
south of Talmage on Old River Road. A Honda Pilot hit the cow, then 
plowed into a Toyota pickup truck. There were no injuries reported.

Hundreds of thousands of state money reportedly misspent by a state 
agricultural association. The state auditor’s office reports staff members 
from one of the state’s 54 district agricultural associations were guilty of 
“gross mismanagement” of the district. The actual association has not been 
named, they generally oversee local fairs and exhibitions to show off 
California’s agricultural resources and products. Another state department 
charged with overseeing the ag. association didn’t find the violations for 
years. The CEO of the association and the maintenance supervisor 
reportedly let workers drink booze on the job and drive state-owned vehicles 
for personal use and use credit cards without receipts.

State regulators taking a look after residents in California are complaining 
they’re losing their homeowner’s insurance in fire prone areas. More than 
340,000 rural homeowners have lost their insurance over four years. The 
Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara’s staff released the numbers this 
week showing non-renewals were up 6 percent over last year. Especially 
the areas affected by the 2015 and 2017 fires, those homeowners lost their 
insurance, 10 percent more than last year. One of the worst areas was in 
Nevada County, where they had a 38 percent jump from the year before. 
The numbers don’t include last year’s Camp Fire because some of the 
policies have not expired yet.
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A new law in Calif. so folks have backup batteries for their garage door 
openers. It comes after some of the October 2017 fires and the Camp Fire 
last year.  Back in the 1990s, there was a rule where garage door openers 
had to have sensors. Now we take it further with a Senate Bill requiring all 
newly installed openers have battery backups for power.

The California’s teacher pension fund getting into politics, looking to join a 
lawsuit to change Facebook’s corporate governance practices. The 
California State Teachers’ Retirement System looking to join the lawsuit 
against Facebook’s leadership along with the Fireman’s Retirement System 
of St. Louis and retail investor Karen Sbriglio after it was revealed the 
political consulting company Cambridge Analytica got ahold of folks 
personal information without their knowledge, then used it for political 
purposes. The pension fund says they think weak corporate governance 
practices were partly to blame for the scandal that hurt Facebook’s stock 
price.

The governor recently calling on all citizens to be prepared in the case of an 
emergency. And so the state Assembly takes it a step further after 30 
federally declared disasters in 2017 and 17 more in 2018. This year we’ve 
had a mild fire season so far, but still 51,000 acres have burned. There’s 
also been several earthquakes this year, including a couple of doozies 
leading to a state of emergency in Kern and San Bernardino counties. 
Assembly Bill 651 calling for air ambulances to be at the ready and for 
patients not to be charged for medical transport in the case of a state of 
emergency.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office on the lookout for a woman they say 
failed to appear in court for vandalism. In their weekly Warrant Wednesday 
post, the agency says they’re looking for 30 year old Amber Deanne King on 
a $10,000 warrant. She’s described as being 5′ 06″, 160 lbs. with brown hair 
and hazel eyes. She was last seen they say in Fort Bragg. Sheriff’s office 
asking anyone who may know where King is to call the department.

The new Chairman of the Hoopa Tribe in Humboldt County is sworn in and 
fires the police chief and a sergeant. Chairman Byron Nelson Jr. reportedly 
signing letters to fire the  Police Chief Dana Norton and Sergeant Michael 
Hass, a former Humboldt County Sheriff’s deputy hired in June. Norton had 
only been the police chief a short time, reportedly fired last week on the final 
day of his 18 month probationary period. Norton reportedly in trouble last 
month for insubordination. Norton telling a local newspaper he thinks he was 
fired because of corrupt political promises. An interim police chief was hired 
in the meantime.

Less students getting vaccinated in Butte County. The State Dept. of Public Health reporting on the numbers at both public and charter schools which show they are below recommended rates. The agency looks for a rate of 95% or higher in immunized students. And state law looks for public school kids to be vaccinated against 10 major communicable diseases unless they have an exemption. The rate went down as Butte County had the highest rate of measles in the state last year.  The schools apparently can’t stop students who don’t get their shots to enroll, but the Dept. of Public Health makes the numbers public at their website shotsforschools.org

10 people in a plane crash at the Oroville Airport. The small plane crashed 
at the end of the runway as it tried taking off then burst into flames and 
ignited nearby grass. The crash yesterday morning with eight passengers 
and two pilots. Firefighters hustled everyone out of the plane and attacked 
the flames. The grass fire put out fast, and no injuries of those aboard have 
been reported. The plane was saturated with water. The CHP on scene, 
closed part of Highway 162 close by in case there was a fuel spill.  The 
FAA, as standard procedure, will investigate.

https://www.shotsforschool.org/k-12/how-doing/


The Lake County Chamber of Commerce getting ahead of next year, paying 
for the annual fireworks show in Library Park in Lakeport. The CEO of the 
Chamber presented a check of just over $5,600 to the Lakeport Mayor Tim 
Barnes for the yearly fireworks show. The Chamber’s cash also made 
possible with the help of Bruno’s Shop Smart. The Mayor commenting that 
the fireworks this year were amazing. The City Manager also added that the 
Lakeport Main Street Association also kicked in $1,000 for the fireworks 
show.

Lake County looks to be joining a consortium interested in buying the Potter 
Valley Project from PG&E. The Record Bee reports the Board of 
Supervisors approved a revised resolution this week to join the group after 
PG&E decided to abandon the water diversion and electric power project. 
The project includes the Scott Dam which forms Lake Pillsbury. Lake 
County leaders want the Scott Dam to stay in place which could dry up Lake 
Pillsbury. The consortium sending a notice of intent to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission for a feasibility study to see if the group can 
relicense the project. Some members in Lake County also want to focus 
more on habitat restoration.

Teachers in Calif. working for charter schools don’t necessarily need a 
background check and other requirements like public schools do, but that 
could change under a bill currently in the state Senate. The state Dept. of 
Education says there are more than 1,100 teachers at charter schools 
without any sort of credential or permit, including a Certificate of Clearance 
which teachers get after being fingerprinted and go thru a background 
check. Assembly Bill 1505 would mean stricter guidelines at charter schools, 
but it also defines core classes. If the bill passes, it wouldn’t go into effect 
until next year for new teachers at charter schools.

A man looking to take a picture with his brother’s duplicate dog tags, loses 
the tags, but a good Samaritan jumps in. The Record Bee reports Michael 
Essex had his photo arrangement laid out to memorialize his brother killed 
in action 7 years ago to that day August 16th. The picture was to include 
Clear Lake and Mt. Konocti in the background, but a fishing pole apparently 
jostled the tags into the lake. Then someone saw his post on Facebook and 
the owners of Bullfrog Underwater Services offered their help, jumped into 
the lake and plucked the tags back out.

Anyone who wants a fire extinguisher can get one for free. The Lake County 
Wine Alliance giving away 500 extinguishers to residents of Lake County. 
Lake Co News reports Ukiah Oxygen has donated 350 ABC chemical and 
150 2.5 gallon stainless steel water-filled extinguishers at a discount, then 
the Wine Alliance paid for that. There was an event Saturday where several 
community members got a fire extinguisher. The Kelseyville Fire Protection 
District is distributing the rest thru today. They will also show those who take 
them, how to handle the extinguishers.

Unemployment stays the same in Calif, tying a record low in July. Lake Co 
News reports the jobless rate in Lake County was slightly up though. The 
California Employment Development Department’s data shows the state tied 
a record low at 4.1 percent last month, the same as first set in July until 
December of 2018. In Lake County the rate went up to 5.1 percent from 4.9 
percent in June, still below last year’s 5.2 percent. Nearly 3.3 million jobs 
have been added in the state since February 2010. Lake County was 
35th in the state for July, Mendocino at a very low 4 percent, Napa even 
lower at 3 percent, tied with Sonoma County.



A bit of a scare in Willits as a gas main break leads to an evacuation of 
residents. It happened mid-morning yesterday when a construction crew 
near Pine and Spruce streets hit a gas main. Police sent an alert right away 
saying there was a one block radius evacuation, but then they quickly sent 
another alert, extending it to two blocks. They warned the public to steer 
clear of the area as PG&E made their way to the scene to shut off the gas. 
Around an hour later, there was an official statement put out by police on 
their Facebook page to alert community members. A local elementary 
school was not evacuated, but they were told to “shelter in place”. Soon 
after the original leak, about 2 hours later, PG&E turned off the gas and the 
situation ended, those evacuated allowed to return home.

Several spot fires break out in Windsor and the 101 has to be closed down 
during rush hour traffic. The CHP says there were seven small vegetation 
fires all breaking out around 5:30 p.m. on the southbound side of the 
highway and a car crash nearby really snarled traffic. It was also on a day 
the National Weather Service said there would be critical fire conditions 
because of hot, dry, windy weather. The car crash was a big rig that crashed 
into a car, something firefighters say may have been caused by the fires. 
Two minor injuries were reported, but nobody had to go to the hospital.  One 
large fire threatened a local business which had to close down. The fires 
were out soon after they started.

Another employee agreement is reached by the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors. This time with the Mendocino County Public Attorneys’ 
Association. Just a few days ago we noted another group of county 
employees signed a three year deal. The board voted unanimously to 
approve the agreement with attorneys covering July 1st through June 
30th of 2022. This agreement for a 3 percent Cost of Living Adjustment and 
a wage market adjustment of almost 11 percent. It means in the second and 
third year of the contract, the lawyers will get 3 percent Cost Of Living 
Adjustment and a market adjustment of about 8 percent.  Same arguments 
made by the Public Attorneys’ Association as the County Employees, being 
under valued compared to nearby communities.

Info released by the Drug Enforcement Agency and Centers for Disease 
Control shows almost 40 million doses of opioids prescribed to folks in 
Mendocino County over a 6 year period. The Washington Post published 
the release of the information last month, and that was published by other 
publications too, including the Advocate-News and Mendocino Beacon. 
Mendocino had a rate of 63 pills per person a year, but Lake County was at 
97. Humboldt County at 76 pills per person a year and Sonoma County was 
39. In Mendocino County, 38 people reportedly died from opioid overdoses 
between 2006-2012

Those who survived the Redwood Complex Fire part of the massive 
October 2017 firestorm, may be able to receive more aid. The long-term fire 
recovery team in Mendocino County, Mendocino-ROC, for Rebuilding our 
Community looking for survivors of the fire as we get closer to the two year 
anniversary, to get some of their remaining grants and more. They’ve 
already distributed more than $3.5 million dollars to residents in Mendocino 
County including immediate relief after the fires and long term needs, like 
new homes for victims of the Redwood Complex and Mendocino Complex 
fires from last year. The deadline to apply is October 31st.   

To find out what grants you may be eligible for, please call or text 621-8817 to make an appointment or visit the Redwood Resource Room at the Ukiah Valley Conference Center during drop-in hours Monday-Thursday 10am-2pm. You can also email mendorecovery@gmail.com

mailto:mendorecovery@gmail.com
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Some Camp Fire survivors using repurposed wood burned in the fire for 
new homes. Burned pine trees being used by residents with the help of a 
local, portable community sawmill run by a nonprofit, From the Ground Up 
Farms, Inc. The community of Concow hit hard by the fire last year. Several 
families reportedly lining up to use the sawmill to rebuild before winter. They 
also say they want to utilize felled trees which were killed by the fire or are 
dying now.  About 1,000 people lived in Concow before the deadly fire. And 
eight out of the 86 who died were in Concow.

A couple of new members appointed to the Ukiah Unified School District 
Board of Trustees after those who were in the seats moved out of the area. 
Zoey Fernandez appointed for Trustee Area Central, and José Díaz for 
Trustee Area North. José’s also on the UUSD District Advisory Committee. 
He says he wanted to be involved to support teachers and school staff who 
he says are the strength of the district. Fernandez is a Program Specialist 
for Mendocino County helping after the 2017 Redwood Complex Fire and 
she volunteers at one of her kids schools in Ukiah Unified. The two 
openings were announced in June and those who were interested in the 
spots were invited to interview.

Two young men in Boonville have been arrested on a laundry list of criminal 
charges including attempted murder. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept 
reports getting a call to a shooting two weeks ago, meeting with the CHP at 
the scene after someone reported a silver Ford Mustang followed them and 
passed by a shot at them, just missing their head. The two men found 
nearby, and officers say they knew they were part of a criminal street gang, 
finding them with a loaded pistol.  They’re charged with several crimes 
including attempted murder, being a gang member with a loaded firearm, 
conspiracy and violation of probation. 18 year old Alfredo Asher Knight and 
19 year old Marshall Leland Stillday both held on two separate bails of more 
than $300,000.

A mental health fair is being held for veterans. Redwood Community 
Services and the Ukiah VA Clinic teaming up for tomorrow’s Veteran and 
Family Wellness Fair at Todd Grove Park. The event is free and starts at 10 
a.m. There will be more than 2 dozen vendors at the park offering services 
including Project Sanctuary, Hillside Health Center, the VA Clinic and 
Adventist Health. They’re encouraging vets to visit all of the vendors. They 
also have nurses from the VA on hand doing blood pressure checks and 
there will be staff from the VA helping those who need it to register for care.

Illegal encampments the target of Clearlake Police. Cops clearing out some 
homeless people living in makeshift housing and handed out several tickets. 
Patrol officers and others with Code Enforcement and representatives from 
Lake County Child Welfare Services, Adult Services, Social Services, 
Employment Services and Mental Health were out this week after notice 
was given a week ago to encampment occupants to leave. Those who 
stayed were offered counseling, but 34 people got citations for illegal 
camping and more. They pulled an old motorhome from the area behind 
Tractor Supply and the Cache Creek Apartments too.

Another earthquake hits Ridgecrest. This one not as big, but still sizable. 
The 5.0 hit the same area where a massive 7.1 temblor hit last month 
followed by thousands of aftershocks. The U.S. Geological Survey reported 
it hit yesterday about 1:49 p.m., centered almost 20 miles north of 
Ridgecrest. The 7.1 happened July 5th after a 6.4 foreshock the day before. 
There was some damage to the Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake and 
the nearby neighborhoods of Trona and Ridgecrest.



PM NEWS

Evacuations of hundreds of homes after a fast moving wildfire explodes in 
size. The fire outside Redding in Shasta County started yesterday, 
threatening thousands of homes. Cal Fire reports the fire yesterday quickly 
charred more than 600 acres or about a square mile driven by wind in dry 
grass, brush and oak trees. They reported there were at least 2,000 
structures threatened, but that was an unofficial number just after the fire 
broke out. There were about 4,000 people at Shasta College where a 
shelter was quickly opened. The temperature was also hotter than 100 
degrees and is expected to continue for the next few days.

A preliminary report on the small plane crash at the Oroville Airport labeled 
an accident. The FAA releasing their findings after the plane crashed and 
burned Wednesday with ten people aboard, including the two pilots. It also 
started a grass fire close by. The eight passengers and two pilots were 
rescued and firefighters attacked the fire and made sure there was no fuel 
leakage.

Several volunteers hit the Grindstone Ranger District to help cleanup some 
of the leftover debris from last summer’s Ranch Fire. The fire at the time, the 
largest that ever burned in Calif. history, blackening more than 410,000 
acres in Mendocino, Lake, Colusa and Glenn counties. 32 volunteers 
cleared 40 miles of trail, put in new barriers in the Mill Valley Campground 
and took the old burned barriers and rebar out. They also installed 30 signs 
and trail markers over 196 hours. The fire had burned the whole off-highway 
vehicle trail system, culverts and bridges and impacted campgrounds, day 
use areas, trailheads and signage.

A fire breaks out at the Clearlake kennel. The fire early this morning. Lake 
Co News reports the call to firefighters around 2:45 a.m. finding a mobile 
home fully engulfed in flames and the fire was spreading to brush and the 
nearby kennel building, where animals were trapped. The Lake County Fire 
Chief reportedly reaching out for help with the animals and called Pacific 
Gas and Electric due to fallen power lines. The news site reports engines 
and water tenders were sent because of some sort of water supply issue. 
Firefighters were rescuing animals from the burning kennels. The fire was 
contained a couple hours after firefighters got there, no word on any animals 
so far.

Democratic presidential candidate, Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont says 
he’s got a way to fight climate change while visiting Chico. Sanders says 
Paradise was a wakeup call for the whole country about the dangers of a 
warming planet, calling it a major crisis. Sanders toured a burned-out mobile 
home park in Paradise with victims of last year’s deadly fire. He says his 
climate change plan would be for ten years, calling it a “nationwide 
mobilization centered on equity and humanity”. He also says it would create 
20 million new jobs due to the use of renewable energy.

The California Attorney General has announced working with a dozen 12 
telecommunications companies to finally ban robocalls. The Department of 
Justice reports all 50 states and the District of Columbia working with AT&T, 
Sprint, Verizon, T-Mobile, Comcast, U.S. Cellular, Bandwidth, CenturyLink, 
Charter, Consolidated, Frontier, and Windstream. Atty. General Becerra 
reports they will have free call blocking and labeling to stop the robocalls 
before they start, no illegal spoofing of phone numbers, watching network 
traffic to monitor patterns and investigate suspicious calls and calling 
patterns, plus a whole lot more.



MORE PM NEWS

08/26/19

The fire outside Redding holding at 600 acres with double the containment 
reported earlier. Fire crews holding the lines overnight with the Mountain 
Fire at 40% containment. The fire is apparently burning in the same area 
where last summer’s Carr Fire burned. The fire started yesterday mid 
morning in Bella Vista spreading fast in hot, dry conditions thru dense, 
brushy terrain. The fire reportedly doubled its size in less than an hour, 
threatening 1,100 homes and burning one. Almost 4,000 residents have 
been evacuated. Shasta College was also evacuated and an emergency 
shelter that was being held there was moved to a local church in Redding. 
Pacific Gas & Electric as promised cut power. More than 1,200 customers 
lost power after Cal Fire requested the public power safety shutoff.

A fire burns structures at the Clearlake Kennel. Lake Co News reports the 
fire started overnight near 3 AM. Firefighters got to the scene finding a 
mobile home totally in flames and the fire spreading to wildland and the 
nearby kennel building, where animals were trapped. The Lake County Fire 
Chief had put out a call for help with the animals from the city of Clearlake or 
the county of Lake and to Pacific Gas and Electric to tend to fallen power 
lines. The fire nearly contained less than an hour after firefighters got there 
and out an hour and a half later. They were mopping up by 5 AM. No word 
on any reports of animals being injured… or worse.

A man from Lakeport charged with the stabbing death of his father and the 
attempted murder of his mom and more in court for a review hearing and 
sent to a state hospital for mental health treatment. 50 year old Steven 
Michael Fredericks set to be admitted in two weeks, possibly 
into Atascadero State Hospital in San Luis Obispo County.  It comes after 
his lawyer said he didn’t think Fredericks was competent to stand trial, so 
the court appointed doctors to evaluate him. The report was filed with the 
court in June and received into evidence and the jury trial was waived. The 
court found Fredericks to indeed be incompetent to stand trial so the 
criminal proceedings against him are suspended until he can be restored 
to mental competency. His dad was killed last March.

The Mountain Fire outside Redding has destroyed three homes and four 
outbuildings. The fire in the footprint of the Carr Fire last year, has burned 
600 acres. The fire’s 40% contained and holding, but windy weather had 
been forecast for the area this afternoon. Two firefighters have also been 
treated for minor injuries after the fire started yesterday. 1,100 homes were 
threatened and 3,900 people evacuated. 200 of those homes are still under 
mandatory evacuation orders.

A man in Laytonville has been arrested after an elderly woman reports being 
assaulted and her home vandalized. Mendocino County Deputies sent to 
reports of vandalism and the assault last Monday. They found the 82 year-
old woman was assaulted and things stolen from her home by her 
grandson, Vance Langenderfer. Deputies say it happened after grandma 
got a restraining order against his wife. So the victim says when she 
answered her front door Langenderfer entered and started yelling and 
screaming, pushed her down, causing her to hit her head on the floor, then 
smashed several items around her house and threatened to shoot and kill 
her. The woman was taken to a hospital and social services called and 
Langenderfer was arrested soon after and held on $50,000.00 bail.



A timber sale is being finalized for an area near Clear Lake in the Upper Lake Ranger District. Mendocino National Forest officials have announced the Bartlett Salvage Sale was awarded to Sharp Timber Harvesting with logging operations northeast of Clear Lake on 500-acres. The Bartlett area tree felling and hauling to start soon and a warning there will be about 10 trucks a day and they will work to keep dust down on roads. But the Forest reminding visitors that logging operations will be a common occurrence across the Forest this fall. The Bartlett Sale is the first of many sales planned as part of the Ranch Fire roadside hazard tree management project. There are also potential traffic delays in the area. For more information about the forest, see the website: https://www.fs.usda.gov/mendocino/

A new Interim Public Health Officer named in Mendocino County. The Board 
of Supervisors announced Dr. Noemi Doohan as Interim Public Health 
Officer. Dr. Doohan has more than 15 years’ experience in medicine, joining 
a team of other seasoned local physicians. Dr. Doohan has been a health 
and human services partner in the work she has led with Adventist Health 
Ukiah Valley’s Street Medicine Program, Family Medicine Residency 
Program and the startup funding and implementation of the Safe Haven 
Clinic project. Former State Public Health Officer Dr. Karen Smith will also 
be contracting with the county.

Representatives of PG&E reportedly meeting with the Mendocino County 
Board of Supervisors regarding their intended Public Safety Power Shutoff 
(PSPS) program. The meeting tomorrow after supervisors spoke to a 
California Public Utilities Commission representative last week. The 
supervisors telling the commission rep they were worried about the power 
shutoff program. The Daily Journal also reports some of the supervisors 
were asking the representative to be sure they hold PG& E accountable for 
its plan, but there was no real direction from the commission. The board 
spoke to PG&E representatives already, but apparently felt there were more 
questions needing a response.

A cop in Ukiah has been arrested for misdemeanor domestic violence. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports getting a call last Thursday to a 
home where Ross Lunceford lives. A sheriff’s spokesperson says deputies 
were told of an incident by the police dept regarding an officer and his 
girlfriend. The officer was booked on misdemeanor domestic violence and 
violating his probation and released on bail. He’s now on 
administrative leave while the department investigates. He was apparently 
on probation for a DUI arrest in 2017.

A meeting in DC on fire priorities for leaders from Lake County. The Board 
of Supervisors will take up the matter at their meeting tomorrow after several 
wildfire disasters. The County Administrative Officer Carol Huchingson and 
Board Chair Tina Scott are apparently headed to Washington, DC with 
representatives from Rebuild Northbay and others who have been hit by 
wildfire disasters in recent years. So Huchingson reportedly requested 
talking with the full board about top priorities for meetings in DC at the 
Housing and Urban Development Dept, FEMA, the Department of 
Agriculture and federally elected representatives.

New teachers have a networking event in Lake County. Ahead of the new 
school year, the new teachers met with district leaders and others from Lake 
County to get a feel for the area, meet local business owners, and 
schmooze with other new teachers to the area. The Record Bee reports the 
Lake County New Teacher Reception was at the Riviera Hills Restaurant 
and Lounge in partnership with the Lake County Chamber of Commerce 
and the Lake County Office of Education. The Superintendent of Schools 
said he felt confident with the new hires.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/mendocino/


A young man stabbed in a family dispute in Garberville. Kym Kemp 
reporting the story after hearing details from a local resident this weekend. 
The news site reports Cody Dillon told Kemp he heard yelling for help 
outside his house and found a 14 year old neighbor boy with a baseball bat 
bleeding from a stab wound to his chest. He says he brought him inside the 
house and he and his housemates, who happened to be volunteer 
firefighters called 911 and helped the boy. Not a lot more information has 
been released.

Planned personnel changes at the Mendocino County District Attorney’s 
Office. The office announcing on Facebook they’ve had some movement in 
the office. Deputy District Attorney S. Houston Porter resigned for a position 
elsewhere after four years in the District Attorney’s Ukiah office. Senior 
Deputy District Attorney Tim Stoen is retiring after being the long-time lead 
prosecutor in the District Attorney’s Fort Bragg coastal office and working 
under a half dozen elected District Attorneys. The office post wishing both 
Deputy DA’s well in their personal and professional “books of life”.

More than 24 pets saved after a fire breaks out near the Clearlake Kennel. 
Lake Co News reports on the early morning fire last Friday, which started in 
a mobile home. Several firefighters and rescuers on the scene to stop the 
spread of the fire and save the animals from the kennel. The Lake County 
Fire Chief says it went smoothly, but an office building at the front of the 
kennel was gutted, but the rest was saved. The mobile home was also 
gutted. The news site reports the kennel area was not enclosed so animals 
could move away from the fire and it prevented them from smoke or heat 
related illness. No reports of injuries to fire personnel or other rescuers or 
any of the animals. An investigation has begun into how the fire started.

Another animal rescue in Lake County. A call about a bear being stuck in a 
tree in Clearlake last Thursday. The bear found near Hill and West 40th. 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Clearlake Police officers, Lake 
County Fire, the US Department of Fish and Wildlife and K&R Tree Service 
all in the area to safely get the bear out of the tree, using a tranquilizer dart. 
They used a rigging system to help the bear who fell out of the tree, hit an 
embankment and later relocated. Wildlife biologists who treated the bear 
and moved it after say it was fine.

More than 52,000 gun parts coming to Calif. from China stopped. The 
sights, stocks, muzzles, buffer kits and grips in three separate shipments at 
Los Angeles and Long Beach ports said to be worth more than $378,000. It 
was in several shipments over several months headed to a legal gun parts 
seller and distributor. But apparently the United States does have 
restrictions on certain countries, including China importing the inventory 
because of a 1989 arms embargo. There have been no charges in relation 
to the shipments but apparently those who were supposed to get the 
shipments are now being investigated.

A waiver is being considered for a proposed cannabis microbusiness that 
would be in the same building as a church near downtown Ukiah. The Daily 
Journal reports Wine Country Cannasseurs applied for a Major Use Permit 
for indoor growing, distribution and a retail outlet, using three offices in the 
building on East Smith Street. The church is in two of the other suites in the 
same building. Ukiah’s director of Community Development says the 
applicant asked for a waiver from the Limitations of Location because of its 
proximity, not only to the church, but also a mobile home park. But 
apparently the owner of the church is in support of Wine Country 
Cannasseurs as long as they’re closed during Wednesday night and 
Sunday morning services. The meeting Wednesday night at 6 pm in City 
Council chambers
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A man reported missing in Illinois has been found dead in Lake County. The 
Lake County Sheriff’s Office got a call about a stolen car related to the 
missing man, Grant Whitaker by a Dollar General store in Clearlake Oaks.  
They took possession of the car but didn’t find the man. Whitaker’s family 
had also reported to police that he may have been in a fight with a traveling 
companion, Mavrick Fisher of Nevada, while the two camped in Humboldt 
County.  Whitaker’s family says they didn’t hear from him after that. Then 
the Sheriff’s Office got info that Fisher admitted he killed Whitaker. They 
received detailed directions where Whitaker’s body was in Upper Lake and 
found human remains in remote area. The same day, cops in Rosarito 
Mexico, found Fisher. The Lake County Sheriff’s office is now awaiting his 
extradition.

Those running the MendoLake Complex Fire Relief Center looking for help 
still a year after the devastating fire burned hundreds of thousands of acres. 
The center has been helping survivors with day to day living items, 
guidance, support, referrals, and grant application services. The center 
looking for help supporting the center. The Center Director reports they still 
have people coming in to get help weekly. Director Danilla Sands 
announcing a fundraiser at the North Bay Artisan Showcase and Faire 
September 14th. It’s at the same time as the End of Summer Show & Shine 
Classic Car and Motorcycle Show in downtown Ukiah. A booth for the 
MendoLake Complex Fire Relief Center will be in Alex Thomas 
Plaza. Volunteers are needed for 30-minute shifts from 10am to 4pm.

Volunteers can send an email to danilla3comet@yaoo.com or call (707)489-3970 or send a message to Danilla Sands on facebook to sign up.

A major event in Ukiah each year draws big crowds once again. The yearly 
Dunk Tank, a winner with crowds again. The fundraiser for the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness. Sheriff Tom Allman one of the regulars at the 
fundraiser. He says for the last five years he’s attended and for the last 
couple years, whoever dunks him first has to fork over $100 for the 
nonprofit. The dunk tank donated by some local realtors. The money raised 
each year goes to the National Alliance. Last year they raised about $1,300. 
So far no tally for this year has been released.

Those interested in finding out how to contribute to or volunteer for the National Alliance on Mental Illness can visit their website at http://www.namimendocino.org, call 485-2008, or visit their office at 564 S. Dora St., in Ukiah.

A truck with a boat trailer attached goes into Lake Mendocino and has to be 
pulled back out again. The truck went into the water by the South Boat ramp 
Saturday afternoon. A team of divers had to go under to find where the truck 
was, then Sunday it was lifted back out.  The Mendocino Park Manager 
says nobody was injured in the accident.  The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office, Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Office dive team, and the Solano County Sheriff’s office were all on the 
scene. No word how the truck ended up in the lake, but the Park Manager 
says they think the truck was in park and somehow disengaged and they 
also think the emergency brake was not engaged.

Still no decisions in Mendocino County for ambulance service. The 
Mendocino County Local Emergency Medical Services Agency, a required 
agency by the State’s Health & Safety Code, wanted to use a single 
provider for a wide swath of land in the county. The Board of Supervisors 
wanting to contract with one for the area including Piercy, Leggett, Covelo, 
Willits, Ukiah, Hopland, Anderson Valley from Navarro to Yorkville and the 
southern patch of land in inland Mendocino County. The coast is not 
included.  There are reportedly several groups that have applied to be the 
service provider.

mailto:danilla3comet@yaoo.com
http://www.namimendocino.org/
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Schools in California could soon allow mom and dad to give their kids 
medical marijuana and CBD on K-12 campuses. The California Assembly 
gave the green light to a bill yesterday for school boards to be able to 
decide if parents should be able to give their kids medical marijuana on 
school campuses in non-smoking form. Right now that is illegal. So kids who 
use the medicine for seizures have to leave campus to get their meds. 
Those behind the bill say that’s dangerous, those against don’t want the 
drug on campus and are also looking for stronger medical marijuana 
regulations for children. Gov. Jerry Brown vetoed a similar proposal last 
year.

There are hundreds of homes following the new hazardous vegetation 
abatement ordinance in Lake County even though the window between 
when the ordinance was enacted and its due date was tight. The Record 
Bee reports letters went out to property owners directly after the ordinance 
was approved for brush clearance. The idea also had unanimous support 
from the board of supervisors, who passed them in March. There were 
ongoing discussions on the wording of the ordinance, before final approval. 
The code enforcement officer for Lake County says about 1,500 properties 
were inspected for compliance and only about 400 were found to be out of 
compliance, . Those owners got letters saying they had 21 days or face a 
potential administrative citation, about half of those are now in compliance.

A resounding yes vote on new smoking rules in public places in Clearlake. 
Last week the City Council gave unanimous approval to the ordinance 
updating where smoking is no longer  allowed. It includes inhaling or 
exhaling tobacco or cannabis. It bans puffing within 25 feet of any outdoor 
eating areas, entrances and exiting places of employment, bus stops and 
shelters, ATMs, grocery stores, retail stores, bars and restaurants. Lake Co 
News reports there would also have to be signs posted in no smoking areas 
and violations would be enforced under the administrative penalties section 
of the municipal code. There was no public or council comment on the 
ordinance. There’s still a second reading happening, then final adoption at 
the Sept. 12th council meeting.

Microplastic pollution has been detected by scientists for the first time in 
Lake Tahoe. Preliminary tests of water samples by the researchers at 
the Desert Research Institute in Reno showed there was red and blue 
pieces of plastic, but they were not any larger than the head of a pin. They 
say they will now dive deeper into the source of the materials. But studies 
have recently shown these sorts of particles come from trashed plastic like 
flip-flops, toys, toothbrushes, water bottles, synthetic clothing, Styrofoam 
and more. And that it can travel far in the atmosphere, carried by wind, rain 
and falling snow. Scientists say so far, they haven’t a clue where the plastics 
came from, but say they’ll try to figure it out.

Congressman Mike Thompson in Sonoma County talking climate change. 
The Congressman at Sonoma State University Tuesday night with a 
standing room-only crowd saying climate change is the most important issue 
facing the US. He says there are other problems too, but if we don’t get on 
the warming planet soon, nothing else will matter. The Press Democrat 
reports Thompson was an early co-sponsor of the so-called “Green New 
Deal”. The newspaper reports the last four years have been the four 
warmest since the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration started 
record keeping 139 years ago.



A lawsuit’s been filed to stop a government program allowing the killing of 
predator animals. The lawsuit filed against the federal government for the 
program that allows trapping, poisoning and shooting animals including 
coyotes, bears and mountain lions. The lawsuit against the USDA’s Wildlife 
Services program which the Center for Biological Diversity and two other 
Bay Area groups say is cruel, outdated and ineffective. The program killing 
almost 1.5 million animals across the country last year alone, that includes 
more than 26,400 in California including coyotes, beavers, foxes, black 
bears and mountain lions and another 5,675 birds.

A man who spent almost three decades behind bars has been exonerated 
after new evidence is found. Bob Fenenbock was arrested for the death of 
Gary Summar who was beaten and stabbed to death at a Trinity County 
campground in 1991. Last Friday a judge found he was actually not guilty 
and reversed the verdict. The Northern California Innocence Project handled 
the case for Fenenbock. He was one of several people tried in the case and 
found guilty after a 9-year-old boy testified against him. But another man, 
Bernard MacCarlie admitted he was the murderer, out to avenge the 
molestation of his girlfriend’s daughter. He was found guilty and sent to 
prison but Fenenbock, was still held because of “post-conviction evidence”. 
Then the Innocence Project stepped in last year.

A rule on outdoor marijuana growing has been repealed by the Lake County 
Board of Supervisors, making it potentially easier for commercial growers. 
The requirement that growers have to follow strict commercial road 
requirements is no longer. The Board voted unanimously to repeal the 
resolution saying outdoor growing can be considered commercial, but under 
Calif. state law, it’s an agricultural activity. The resolution says it’s similar in 
nature to other agricultural operations in California, and they should be 
considered for appropriate fire safety measures. So new fire safety rules for 
all agricultural activities will include cannabis and hemp along with 
winegrapes, pears, walnuts and other crops.

Five new program directors have been hired by North Coast Opportunities 
around the time the nonprofit celebrates its 50th anniversary. They’ve also 
announced they’re expanding some of their programs that serve Lake and 
Mendocino counties low to moderate income households. There’s a new 
director for their Head Start Child Development Program, Miriam 
McNamara; Robyn Bera is the new director of Community Projects for Lake 
County; the new CFO is Anna Rozelski; Holly Madrigal takes over as the 
Program Director of Leadership Mendocino; and finally the new director of 
Communications and Administration is Menaka Olson.

NCO provides services in five counties: Del Norte, Humboldt, Napa, Solano 
and Sonoma. NCO also serves as the Community Action Agency for both 
Lake and Mendocino counties. NCO reacts and adjusts to community 
needs, including disaster response and recovery.

A companion bill to pay for training to help cops use less deadly force 
starting next year. The Governor signed the deadly force law last week, that 
goes into effect next year. It means new standards for the use of force so 
it’s only “necessary in defense of human life” instead of when an officer finds 
the use of deadly force “reasonable.” The Senate bill being considered now 
would pay for trainings as part of the Commission for Peace Officer 
Standards and Training (POST). The bill, if it passes, would set specific 
policy requirements on de-escalation, rendering medical aid and 
proportional use of force.
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A groundwater agency to be set up in Lake County to keep local control of 
the watershed. Lake Co News reports the Board of Supervisors approved 
the formation of the Big Valley Groundwater Sustainability Agency following 
the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, which is part of the 
California Water Code. The

Public Works Director Scott De Leon will oversee the new department. The 
news site reports he has been the interim Water Resources Department 
director and brought the agency formation idea to the supervisors sitting as 
the Lake County Watershed Protection District Board of Directors. Now the 
Board has to apply to the state to form the agency.

Beefed up highway patrol this holiday weekend. The California Highway 
Patrol and five other Western states with their Labor Day weekend 
campaign known as “No safe place for impaired drivers”. It’s an effort to get 
drunk and drugged drivers off the road. The CHP working with the National 
Highway Transportation Safety Administration, the state patrols of Arizona, 
Idaho, Nevada, Oregon and Washington as the Western States Traffic 
Safety Coalition, with a joint message that driving under the influence is 
drugs and alcohol. The Maximum Enforcement Period in Calif starts Friday 
at 6 pm and runs thru Monday at 11:59 pm. Last year 36 people died on 
California roads and highways and more than 1,000 were arrested for DUI.

The burned materials after the Camp Fire have almost entirely been 
removed in Butte County. The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services has 
95% of the debris out. 10,200 lots of 10,800 that signed up for the state-run 
removal program are done. And another 127 lots are being abated by the 
town of Paradise and the county. Some people who lost their homes have 
red dirt on the ground now and are apparently planning to live in trailers as 
their new homes are built. Only 56 percent of the lots have been officially 
certified as complete because after the debris is totally taken out, soil testing 
has to be done. The Chico Enterprise Record newspaper reports hundreds 
of Camp Fire survivors still live in temporary housing or have other living 
arrangements.

A warning to pet owners to keep them out of lakes, ponds and streams 
because of accumulations of blue-green algae. The Big Valley Band of 
Pomo Indians and Elem Indian Colony test Clearlake frequently. The latest 
testing results of Clearlake on more than 20 sites all below the Caution 
level. But still a warning about pets being at risk, especially dogs who can 
ingest cyanobacteria after contact with the lake. There has not been any 
confirmed death of a dog, but one died earlier this week after getting 
seriously ill after swimming in the Putah Creek area. So local officials are 
out with this reminder for residents and visitors to be careful around water 
bodies. Lake County Water Resources has sampled the water where the 
dog and its owners were recreating.

Patients and health-care advocates are rallying on the State Capitol for 
legislation regarding so-called “pay-for-delay” deals, where pharmaceutical 
companies pay generic drug makers to keep their products off the market. 
The first-in-the nation bill has to pass the state Senate Appropriations 
Committee by tomorrow in order to get a full vote this session. 
Assemblyman Jim Wood of Santa Rosa authored the bill. He says generics 
introduce competition and help drive prices down for consumers.

:09  “If you can keep people on the brand name drug for longer, it costs your 
insurance company more money, your premiums are higher. It costs all of 
us more money, and that needs to change.”



***

Tag:  The bill would step up enforcement of laws against these types 
of deals and place the burden of proof on the drug companies to prove 
they aren’t making payments for anti-competitive purposes. 
Pharmaceutical companies argue this law would open up the 
floodgates for expensive consumer lawsuits, which could drive prices 
up.

Second Cut: The Federal Trade Commission says Americans pay at 
least three-and-a-half billion dollars more a year for brand-name drugs 
because generic companies take money to “sit on” their new products 
rather than release them. Wood says the drug companies’ claim that 
this bill would actually slow the arrival of generic drugs doesn’t hold 
water.

:09  “We hear from the drug companies that many of these agreements get 
the drugs to market sooner and they are not anti-competitive. And so I’ve 
asked, you know, ‘Show me.’ And no one’s been able to do that.”

Tag:  California Attorney General Xavier Becerra recently settled four 
lawsuits amounting to 70-million dollars against drug companies over 
“pay-for-delay” practices.

A man from Illinois whose body was found in Lake County died of blunt 
force trauma to the head. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reports an 
autopsy was performed yesterday on human remains found Monday which 
were believed to be Grant Whitaker.  Whitaker’s family reported he was 
camping with Mavrick Fisher in Trinity County and they had an argument 
and they hadn’t heard from him since. Fisher was found in Rosarito, Mexico 
soon after and is expected to be extradited and booked into custody at the 
Lake County Jail sometime today on a no bail probable cause warrant. 
They’re still investigating the death and are asking anyone who may know 
anything to call the Sheriff’s office.

The state legislature is looking at ways to address the massive shortage of 
affordable housing. Residents with Section 8 vouchers pay only 30% of 
what they earn for rent, then they get federal assistance to pay the rest. 
Sometimes there’s a years long wait for housing for Section 8 applicants. 
State lawmakers are considering two bills, one to give landlords more of an 
incentive to accept Section 8 tenants with a 3% tax break of whatever the 
voucher’s worth. And the other bill would make it illegal for landlords to 
discriminate against tenants getting federal housing vouchers or local 
housing assistance. The two bills will be considered tomorrow in the state 
Assembly.

Representatives from Pacific Gas and Electric meeting with the Mendocino 
County Board of Supervisors for another presentation of their intended 
Public Safety Power Shutoffs. They spoke last month to supervisors and 
came back again after criticism of the presentation. PG&E representatives 
say they’re watching their equipment closely in Mendocino County with 354 
transmission lines in the County. There are also 15 substations in the 
county. Much of the equipment sits in high fire risk zones. Now the utility 
company says there could be possible power shutoffs of more than seven 
days. Supervisors mostly concerned about people with medical conditions 
without power. And Supervisor John Haschak says he was told by 
firefighters that having more backup power generators could increase the 
risks of wildfire.



A high schooler in Ukiah’s been arrested after a honey oil lab is found at his 
home. Police say the kid was selling drugs on campus and arrested the 14 
year old. They say he had several prescription pills, concentrated cannabis, 
two vape pens, and other controlled substances. He was booked at the 
Mendocino County Juvenile Detention Center on several charges. They got 
search warrants finding the honey oil lab at his house and more prescription 
drugs and evidence of sales. An 18 year old man then was also arrested for 
suspicion of possessing prescription narcotics for sale, child endangerment, 
contributing to the delinquency of a minor and conspiracy to commit a crime.

A new weather website has been launched by PG&E so residents in the 
state can watch forecasts in real time and make sure there are no Red Flag 
Warnings as fire season starts. The new website, PGE.com/weather has 
predictions of up to a week in advance when they’re considering cutting 
power due to hazardous conditions. Weather conditions like high winds, low 
humidity and low moisture content of vegetation will trigger public power 
safety shutoffs for hours and possibly days. Residents should also be 
notified with 48 hours’ notice before shutoffs, when possible. The website 
has weather and wind information gathered from weather stations across 
the state.

The mom of a missing woman from Ukiah, says she thinks she was 
murdered. Kym Kemp reporting Tellie Simmons mother speaking about the 
cold case last year. Simmons was a manager of a cannabis 
manufacturer/distributor. The woman posted online a year before she went 
missing she had suicidal thoughts. The last time police had dealings with 
her was in July of 2013 when she was arrested with a man after they were 
found in a stolen SUV with drug paraphernalia on them. Police say they’re 
still investigating her disappearance, but there have been no developments.

Adventist Health taking over Mendocino Coast District Hospital is still in 
negotiations. The health care company reportedly submitted a proposal in 
June and an Ad Hoc Affiliation Committee has reportedly met with staff from 
Adventist on their proposal. A few more members have been added to the 
ad hoc committee in the meantime. Final negotiations are expected 
sometime near the end of October and could take several weeks. The 
hospital board’s finance committee met Tuesday at the same time the 
Finance Committee Chair had asked 10 hospital department leaders to find 
ways to trim 10 percent of their expenses or raise revenue by the same 
amount.

A woman who chained her dog outside when it was too hot without shelter 
and water has been arrested. Lake Co News reports 24 year old 
Champagne Delsie Leubner is charged with a count of felony animal abuse 
after being arrested earlier this month.   The arrest after Clearlake Animal 
Control gets a call in July about an animal without food or water sitting tied 
up in direct sun. An animal control officer went to the home found a dog 
chained up and tangled in the cable without shade or food or water and 
found the dog was suffering from heatstroke and took it to a vet. The dog 
had to be put to sleep after being found its body temperature was too high 
to read. Leubner booked on $35,000 bail which she posted and was 
released. She’s due back in court next month.
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Local campgrounds could soon start to pay into Mendo County to support 
local fire districts. The Advocate newspaper reports the Board of 
Supervisors approved sales tax measures that would help support the 
county library system and ambulance service. They also covered the long 
sought after mental health section for the county jail, and looked at coming 
up with ‘multi-use cannabis zones. The board is reportedly working with 
designers on the mental health wing at the jail. The architects specialize in 
jails and there was unanimous support for refinements to the plan. The 
board also directing staff to finally approve a countywide ambulance service. 
And they looked at a possible sales tax measure for 2024 for the library 
system.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors looking at changes for the Water 
Resources Department to merge it with the Department of Public Works. 
The move to reportedly improve oversight and leadership. The move on 
Tuesday at the regular board meeting after a recommendation by an ad hoc 
committee which had reviewed info on the inner workings of various public 
works departments in comparable counties. Apparently more than half of 
them had water resources and/or Flood Control as part of their public works 
departments. Back in 2016 it was decided to separate the departments, but 
then it was revisited again this year. There will therefore be a new director 
for Water Resources with a salary of nearly $121,000 year.

A new health clinic coming to Guerneville because the Russian River Health 
Center is cramped. This according to a story today in the Press Democrat. 
One room at the center for the lead medical assistant and three nurses 
which is connected to another medical office which the newspaper reports 
looks more like a hallway. The modular building put up after a fire destroyed 
the first center in 2015. West County Health Centers broke ground last 
Friday on the new $14 million Russian River Health & Wellness Center. 
They say they should be finishing construction on the 10,000-square-foot 
medical and dental clinic’s by the end of 2020.

A scam on the coast. Mendocino County Sheriff’s Deputies get a call to a 
resident in Fort Bragg who tells them about a Craigslist ad for an apartment 
rental in the Village of Mendocino which seemed too good to be true, but 
they responded. The victim tells deputies an unidentified person sent them a 
rental/lease agreement asking for personal information which they gave 
them, but started getting suspicious and asked for their identity, later finding 
out someone else owned the property and it wasn’t for rent. The victim 
called credit agencies to place an alert on his credit. Then deputies found 
the suspect was using an internet phone and their email was fraudulent. 
The same thing apparently happened recently to someone in Fort Bragg. A 
reminder to be careful when responding to online ads.

For further information on Cyber Crimes and scams, please review the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3) athttps://www.fbi.gov/scams-and-safety/on-the-internet

A new video gaming lounge coming to Ukiah. The arcade looking to open 
where a Karate studio used to be on East Church Street. Paul Jackson 
looking to open “Next Level Gaming” which is described as a video game 
lounge and arcade with retail space. The Karate studio closed in that 
location nearly a year ago. The arcade would have 15 to 20 arcade 
machines inside and a retail space with some minor improvements to be 
done before they open. They say they’d like to also have birthday parties 
and tournaments in the space which will be open Thursday through Sunday 
from 4 to 9 p.m.

https://mendocinosheriff.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d58e8d47c32727a999b3dde01&id=637d5159a1&e=fed8d8a9e4


The Gov. looking to reform the way charter schools are run in the state. 
Gov. Newsom coming to an agreement which is now in the Assembly after 
several months of hearings on the proposed changes about how the 
schools are managed and operate in California. The Gov. and legislative 
leaders call the bill one that will significantly reform the Charter Schools Act, 
focusing on student needs. The Assembly Bill to be voted on in the coming 
weeks before the end of the current legislative session. It would give local 
school boards more discretion over approving new charter schools, teachers 
would have to have a state credential and background check. The bill’s 
author says there will probably need to be more compromise before it gets 
to the Governor’s desk.

A box full of four week old puppies left near the Humane Society for Inland 
Mendocino. The six puppies left in the sun without food or water last 
Sunday. Five started showing signs of improvement after they were treated 
by a vet, but one died of heat stroke. The other five reportedly recovered 
and were put into foster care. The pups being called the “cookie litter” with 
names of Snicker, Chip, Graham, Oreo and Teddy. They are four boys and 
one girl and in about four more weeks should be ready for adoption.

The first step to get the recycled water flowing thru the Purple Pipe System 
in Ukiah. The city reportedly received a conditional acceptance letter so the 
recycled water can be used after the State Water Resources Control Board 
got the “revised Title 22 Engineering Report” from the city last month. The 
water will be used only for irrigation and industrial uses like dust control, and 
not as drinking water. The Daily Journal reports Ukiah’s director of water 
and sewer says they’ve not used the water yet because they’re still 
inspecting and testing equipment.

Following many other locations across the country, the Kmart in Lakeport is 
closing. The store will start their massive liquidation sale next month and 
close for good by the middle of December. The store on South Main Street 
just one in a long line of other Kmart and Sears stores that have been 
closing since the parent company, Sears Holdings filed for Chapter 11 
bankruptcy last year. There are about 425 stores left as compared to 2016, 
when there were more than 1,600.

Another victim of the shooting massacre in Gilroy. Police say one more 
person came forward after the mass shooting at the garlic festival last 
month. The 58-year-old man was grazed by a bullet to his head and had 
stitches. He came forward to police this week, so that brings the July 
28th shooting total to 17. Three others, including two children, were killed. 
The shooter killed himself. Police are still processing evidence and looking 
at video footage, including from police body cameras, and witness 
statements to make sure there are no other victims. They say they’re pretty 
sure they’ve accounted for all of them, but there may be one more woman 
who was injured, but not shot.

A man from Northern Calif. has died while competing in a triathlon at Lake 
Tahoe. 64 year old Mark Combs apparently in the swimming section of the 
Lake Tahoe Tri last Saturday at Sugar Pine Point on the west shore of the 
Lake when he called for help. Rescue swimmers came out to get him, 
pulling him out of the water and emergency responders tried helping him but 
he was pronounced dead. The Eldorado County Sheriff’s Office reported a 
preliminary autopsy showed he had some sort of heart disease. They don’t 
suspect any sort of foul play.
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The Lake County Public Health Officer has resigned and an interim officer is 
in her place. The Board of Supervisors has accepted Dr. Erin Gustafson’s 
resignation five months after she was first appointed permanently. She had 
been the interim officer nearly two years. She apparently wrote a resignation 
letter earlier this month to the county’s Health Services Director that she got 
a job closer to family in San Bernardino County and her last day is today. So 
for now Dr. Gary Pace, who was interim Lake County Public Health officer in 
the past after Dr. Karen Tait retired, is taking over.

A man police in Lakeport say committed multiple crimes against women has 
been sent to the state hospital for treatment. A judge ruled last week 52 yr. 
old Billy Dale Spear was a sexually violent predator. He was accused in 
2010 in Santa Rosa of approaching a young woman and violently sexually 
assaulting her. Then while in jail, exposing himself to female correctional 
officers. He got three years for that. Then he was arrested for not registering 
as a sex offender, got out again, and was arrested again for false 
imprisonment by means of force in Lake County. That time police say he 
approached a young woman on a bus and tried to kiss her. So he got more 
time in prison. Then several psychologists examined him, and he was found 
to have schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. One psychologist testified he 
would most likely reoffend. He’s now committed to the State Hospital at 
Coalinga for an indeterminate term.

Nuisance properties are being cleared out of Clearlake. Police say four 
unsafe and nuisance properties have been demolished and removed 
because the property owners were not in compliance. CalRecycle grant 
money paid for the work along with city abatement funds. This year 14 
properties have been removed. The police department put out a statement 
saying they have zero tolerance for property owners who fail to abate 
hazard or nuisance properties and anyone who continues to do so will be 
fined and risk losing their property and be liable for the abatement costs.

A man from Ukiah goes to jail after driving into a power pole. Police say 21 
year old Joshua Fox was arrested on suspicion of driving under the 
influence Friday after leaving the scene, with the car stuck in the pole in the 
1000 block of Cunningham Street. The 1992 Acura apparently tangled in 
large wires and Fox hiding from police nearby. Police say when they got 
there, they saw Fox leaving a garage in different clothes than what had 
been described to them. They found him with blood on his forehead and he 
admitted he was in a crash. A witness confirmed Fox was driving the Acura 
and police say he was showing signs of being drunk, so they arrested him 
for suspicion of driving under the influence and for hit-and-run. He was also 
apparently on probation for DUI and hit-and-run, so he was additionally 
charged with violating his probation and driving on a suspended license. He 
was booked into Mendocino County Jail under $32,500 bail.

An elderly man from Southern Calif. reported missing last month has been 
found dead in the woods near Fort Bragg. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s 
Office reports 81 year old John Baker’s car was found late August 23rd near 
Little Valley Road on Lyme Timber Company land. The car found by 
someone cutting firewood. Deputies went to check it out and found the man 
had been previously reported missing when he didn’t return home from a trip 
to Oregon. He left on Aug. 9th for Southern Oregon to see the Redwoods. 
His family says he had the early stages of Alzheimer’s and deemed an at-
risk adult. A search happened the next day with dogs and aircraft and his 
body found in a steep wooded area not far from his car.



It’s number 1 in the state for courthouse construction projects. The Lake 
County Courthouse number one on the list of 80 proposed projects by the 
Judicial Council of California. The list has now been approved for public 
comment and Lake County rose to the top of the list because of a new way 
the council prioritizes its projects. Clearlake is now ninth from the top. The 
council voted unanimously on the new list so after public comment and 
further approval by the council, the California legislature should take it up for 
review by the end of December.

After a traffic stop for a minor violation, a man is arrested by Clearlake 
police for DUI and weapons violations. Police say an officer on patrol saw 
the car without license plate lamps and stopped him on Lakeshore Drive. 
John Cooper and a passenger were stopped, and the officer says Cooper 
seemed high and asked him to get out of the car, but he refused. The officer 
says he finally stepped out and was arrested for obstructing an officer, then 
an unregistered, loaded .38 caliber revolver was found in his pants pocket 
along with nearly 14 grams of methamphetamine. He’s charged with several 
crimes including having a concealed firearm, felon in possession of a 
firearm and possession for sales of a controlled substance. He was held in 
jail on $50,000 bail.

The Lake County winegrape harvest has begun. Lake Co News reports 
many growers in higher elevations are pleased with their take so far and 
others anticipate an earlier harvest than usual. The news site reports the 
president of the Lake County Winegrape Commission said it was a cool start 
to the season, then became mostly warmer and clear with nighttime cooling. 
The harvest is mostly starting this week with Sauvignon Blanc. Dancing 
Crow Vineyard in Kelseyville one of the first to start the harvest last night. 
The winemaker at the vineyard said the late rain this season was helpful 
and flavors are superb.  Shannon Ridge also started picking this holiday 
weekend in northeastern section of Lake County. The news site reports 
some growers saying they had lower than average Sauvignon Blanc and 
that red grapes were normal to slightly lower than normal with some about 
to pick their rose varietals tomorrow.

Upgrades planned at Lakeport City Hall to be considered by the City 
Council. The council expected to take up the matter when they meet tonight. 
There’s a planned amendment to the construction contract on the agenda. 
The company Bridges Construction has been retained for the City Hall 
Remodel Project. The City Manager says the new language to be put in is 
mandatory by the federal government, plus they have a $3,900 addition for 
more administrative time relating to the federal requirements.

The Gov. has reportedly come to an agreement with apartment owners and 
developers regarding rent caps in the midst of the housing crisis. There 
would be a yearly cap on rent increases at 5% plus inflation, with a 
maximum increase of 10%. So those renting have a better shot at getting a 
place to live. But reports say some renters and activists wanted a stricter 
proposal. The bill’s author, Democratic Assemblyman David Chiu kept 
changing it up so the bill could even get to the state Senate. Legislators still 
need to ok the bill, but they’re about to adjourn for the year too. The state 
has to build as many as 180,000 new homes a year to meet demand but 
has been averaging 80,000 a year over the last decade.



Reports of shots fired on a small neighborhood watch page in Humboldt 
County ends in the arrest of three men. Police say they got a call to a 
robbery Sunday morning involving gunfire and witnesses described the 
suspects and car involved. They subsequently arrested two men, Melvin 
Mack and John Forrester at a gas station in Garberville. Another man was 
located and arrested by California State Parks and Cal-Fire officers. The 
three subjects taken to the Humboldt County Correctional Facility. Mack on 
Robbery, Conspiracy, Felon in Possession of a Firearm, and Felon in 
Possession of Ammunition. Forrester for Robbery, Conspiracy, and Assault 
w/a Deadly Weapon and Pedro Sanchez for Robbery, Conspiracy, and 
Destroying Evidence.

Changing the start time for middle and high schoolers in Calif could become 
reality. The State Senate Appropriations Committee passed the Senate Bill 
to push the start times for some. Rural counties would not be part of the new 
plan. But analysis of the bill shows it would cost millions of dollars for the 
state with money going to changing state transportation routes, and to hire 
more school bus drivers. Plus millions more to bring on more staff for before 
and after school activities. Those against the idea say the unintended costs 
would be too high, plus it would interfere with the schedules of working 
parents. The idea after a study by the American Academy of Pediatrics 
showed teens don’t get enough sleep which was “an important public health 
issue that significantly affects the health and safety” of students. Gov. 
Brown had previously veto’d similar legislation.

A waiver is denied for a small marijuana business that was too close to a 
church and mobile home park. The owner of Wine Country Cannasseurs 
applied for a “cannabis microbusiness” complete with indoor cultivation, 
distribution, and retail. But it shared a building with a church. Ukiah’s 
Community Development director decided it was too close to that and the 
mobile home park across the street due to zoning laws. The applicant 
wanted the waiver from the Limitations of Location. Apparently planning staff 
thought if the owner of the proposed business closed during Wednesday 
night and Sunday morning services of the Iglesia Pentecostal United Church 
it would be fine, but said it would not be fine because the fencing between 
the mobile home park and the building didn’t meet the requirement for a 
non-intervening use and the required distance separation from a primary 
residential use. The planning commission voted unanimously to deny the 
waiver petition.

A man from Rocklin has been arrested after reports of an assault on a 
younger man. Mendocino Deputies got a call Saturday afternoon for help 
after an assault in Fort Bragg. They say 69 year old Marian Sliwa pointed a 
firearm at a 22 year-old man and threatened to kill him then took off in a car, 
trying to hit the young man. Sliwa was caught after a high risk stop in the 
middle of N. Highway 1. Traffic was stopped in both directions and Sliwa 
and a passenger were nabbed. Sliwa was taken to jail on $30,000.00 bail 
and his passenger was released without charge.

A woman in Covelo’s been arrested for violating probation. During a check 
on warrants and probation last Thursday morning Angie Joaquin was 
contacted. There was a felony warrant for her arrest from June so she was 
arrested and booked into jail and held without bail.
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A fire on the 101 between the Gobbi Street and Talmage Road exits is 
quickly stomped out by the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority. Firefighters say it 
looked to have started in vegetation then spread to the median yesterday 
afternoon. It was put out pretty fast and only charred about a quarter acre. 
There was also a crash near the fire on Lake Mendocino Drive just after the 
fire was reported. A man in his van with his dog crashed and rolled. The 
driver had moderate injuries, but his dog ran off. Animal control officers were 
reportedly looking for the animal.

A proposal to stop buying recycled items from the Ukiah Valley Transfer 
Station by the City Council. The council to take up the matter at their 
meeting today saying it’s because of the, “catastrophic crash of the recycling 
markets” across the globe and because the other buy-back centers in the 
Ukiah Valley are closed down at the same time the biggest buy-back store 
chain in the state closed too, rePlanet in Berkeley. City staff says there’s 
extreme traffic at the transfer station because of all the other closures, and 
managing the traffic would cost the city almost $100,000 which could be 
offset with revenue thru an increased tipping rate. Staff advising to close the 
buy-back center at the transfer station temporarily.

A small earthquake reported near the coast in Mendocino County. The U.S. 
Geological Survey recorded the quake at 3.4-magnitude yesterday morning 
about 8:05 a.m. 19 miles west of Ukiah. They had over 40 calls about the 
shaking, 23 people in Philo, six more from Boonville, four in Ukiah, three in 
Comptche, three in Manchester, two in Elk and one in Willits.

One of the biggest seizures of meth in Humboldt County history. The 
county’s Drug Task Force reported pulling in almost 20 pounds of suspected 
meth after a traffic stop early Saturday morning on Highway 254 near the 
town of Phillipsville. Fidel Alberto Contreras has been arrested for suspicion 
of possession and transportation of controlled substances. Agents with a 
search warrant went to the man’s home in Eureka and found more than 
$35,000 cash which they say may be profit from drug dealing. It all 
happened after a year-long investigation, finding that Contreras was a key 
suspect in methamphetamine distribution throughout the county.

Several dozen new bills signed into law by the governor, which mostly take 
affect next year. Gov. Newsom signed 45 bills last Friday including one from 
Assemblymember Cecilia Aguiar-Curry to increase the marketability of 
recyclable materials with more curbside separation. Another by a legislator 
in Southern Calif. so homeowners associations cannot block granny unit 
construction. A bill to protect intellectual or developmentally disabled victims 
of sexual assault. Another for school districts to show the name and gender 
of graduates who may have changed genders after graduation. And finally, 
military vets would get adoption fees for dogs and cats waived when getting 
them at certain animal shelters.

Ahead of the sentencing of the man who set the Clayton Fire, police looking 
for victims of the fire to make victim impact statements at the trial. Damin 
Pashilk agreed to a plea deal with the Lake County District Attorney’s Office 
in which he will get at least 15 years behind bars. He had been charged with 
intentionally setting 15 fires and another attempted fire including the largest 
of the group, the Clayton fire. The fire charred almost 4,000 acres and 
destroyed 300 structures. For that he was facing nearly 2 dozen counts and 
was held after a preliminary hearing in March. Then the deal was reached 
and prosecutors have been working with victims of the fires. He’s set for 
sentencing Sept. 23rd. There will also be a hearing for restitution orders for 
victims who have made claims. So far there are 100 applicants with claims.



If you are a victim of one of the fires set by Pashilk and wish to submit a victim impact statement or seek restitution, contact Deputy Probation Officer Julianna Bisaccio at 707-262-4285 or by emailing probation@lakecountyca.gov no later than Sept. 15.

It’s Childhood Cancer Awareness Month in Lakeport. The City Council 
designated the month after the Mayor read a proclamation at their meeting 
last night. The proclamation outlining how cancer’s the leading cause of 
death by disease in kids. Lake Co News reports the proclamation goes on to 
say about one in 285 children in the United States are expected to be 
diagnosed with cancer by their 20th birthday, but the average age is 6. And 
as many as 1,800 kids die every year in the country from cancer. The 
proclamation says increasing awareness would be a way to control the 
disease in children and how important it is for them to “have access to 
quality and affordable care and the research for all forms of childhood 
cancer be supported.”

A warning to Pacific Gas & Electric customers because of the massive 
wildfires, that rates would go up. The warning came after the 2017 and 18 
wildfires and the utility company’s subsequent bankruptcy filing that the 
company’s liabilities would hit consumers somehow. PG&E looking for 
increases, but it’s not known yet how much the company will be liable for 
financially. Ratepayers are already paying some of the highest bills in the 
state, averaging about $115/mo for electricity and $50 for gas.

The state Assembly moving legislation forward to curtail doctors selling fake 
medical exemptions for vaccinations. The governor’s office says they want 
more technical amendments on the bill authored by Sen. Richard Pan of 
Sacramento. It says state public health officials can investigate doctors 
granting more than five medical exemptions on vaccinations in one year and 
schools with vaccination rates of less than 95%. It comes after measles 
outbreaks across the country, reaching higher levels than they have in years 
in Calif. Those against the legislation say it gets in the middle of doctor-
patient relationships.

Rules for the rebuilds of homes for Camp Fire survivors creating some 
headaches. The Chico Enterprise Record newspaper reports the size 
restrictions are just one in a list of issues for those with low incomes or who 
might have been under-insured. Some who don’t have money to rebuild 
altogether. Town staff in Paradise are suggesting minimum building sizes of 
800 to 1,000 square feet not getting positive feedback due to the cost. So 
then the Paradise Town Council voted for a minimum size of 750 square 
feet and certain requirements for manufactured homes and some other 
requirements that old and small, more affordable homes taken down by the 
fire are not allowed to be replaced. Some of the issues due to payments 
from insurance companies matching up to the size of their old home, not 
what is required to be rebuilt by individual towns in Butte County.

Two men have been rescued off a small island near the mouth of the Eel 
River. The Coast Guard gets a call to an area near Crab County Park 
Sunday night after one man was found stranded on an island, so a chopper 
went out to investigate. Two men reportedly came ashore after their boat got 
stuck on the ocean side of the river. The chopper crew touched down on the 
island, plucked the two men up and took them to Eureka for medical 
assistance. They had on life jackets and said they thought they’d been in 
the water about an hour. The Coast Guard reported they seemed tired and 
had symptoms of hypothermia but were otherwise ok.

mailto:probation@lakecountyca.gov
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The state of California is sending disaster relief assistance to the Bahamas 
after Hurricane Dorian. There’s an agreement with the US Office 
of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) and the Los Angeles County Fire 
Department so a sixth Urban Search and Rescue (US&R) Task Force is 
being sent to the hurricane impact zone. The team is headed to the area 
after a request by the Government of the Bahamas for assistance from 
those with Water Rescue Capabilities to help with search and rescue 
operations. USA-2, the LA County Fire Urban Search & Rescue team with 
57 members is headed out along with four Canine Search and their 
equipment.  Hurricane Dorian is the second strongest Atlantic hurricane on 
record and the strongest to ever hit the Bahamas.Volunteers are needed for the Coastal Cleanup Day on Clear Lake. It’s 
happening Saturday, September Sept 21st, cleaning up the shorelines, 
streams, and creeks to help prevent trash from getting into the lake and 
from degrading the aquatic environment. The California Coastal 
Commission started the Coastal Cleanup day along marine beaches and 
other water bodies in 1985. Each year they have as many as 60,000 
volunteers. 23 million pounds of trash has been removed from 
California’s public beaches, lakes, and waterways.  Last year in Lake 
County, the Coastal Cleanup Day resulted in more than 500 lbs. of trash 
being collected by 41 volunteers.

If you or someone you know would like to participate in Coastal 
Cleanup Day, report to any of the following locations on 
Sat, September 21, from 9AM to Noon: 

Upper Arm 

1) Keeling County Park (3000 Carson St, Upper Lake, CA 95485)

2) Rodman Slough County Park (1635 Nice-Lucerne Cutoff Road, Lakeport, 
CA 95453)

3) Nice- Lucerne Cutoff (Latitude & Longitude 39.119210, -122.89622)

4) Highland Springs (3500 E. Highland Springs Rd. Lakeport, CA 95453)

Lower Arm 

5) Clear Lake Campground (7805 Cache Creek Way, Clearlake, 95422)

6) Austin Park (14295 Lakeshore Drive, Clearlake, 95422) –Starting at 
8:30AM!

7) Borax Lake (Sulfur Bank Rd. Latitude & Longitude 38.978898, 
-122.67017) – Meet at 7:30 AM at the park in front of Clearlake City Hall if 
you want direction to cleanup site (if possible RSVP to site captain Edgar at 
707-350-5152)

If you have questions or need more information please feel free to contact Lake County Water Resources, at (707)263-2344, water.resources@lakecountyca.gov , or message us on Facebook, @lakecountywater.

Clearlake Police make it official becoming the primary public safety 
answering point for those calling 911 for help. Before now, calls were sent to 
the Sheriff’s Office then transferred to Clearlake Police. Lake Co News 
reports that sometimes meant delays and a hard time for dispatchers to 
pinpoint where calls were coming from. Yesterday at noon, the routing 
process to the Sheriff’s dept. or Cal Fire’s St. Helena dispatch ended, and a 
new routing system went online. So now those calling 911 are directly 
routed to a Clearlake Police dispatcher, and apparently over the next 
several weeks the system will also provide direct routing for most cellular 
callers. It comes after the Clearlake Police Chief requested the changes so 
the agency would be the primary public safety answering point.

mailto:water.resources@lakecountyca.gov


PG&E making their first payments out of the Wildfire Assistance Program for 
those who lost their homes in the 2017 Northern California wildfires and 
2018 Camp fire. The money is coming from PG&E’s $105 million fund which 
the judge in their bankruptcy case approved with a third party administrator 
disbursing the funds. The money started to be sent out last Friday with the 
administrator saying those who are affected should apply, especially those 
without adequate shelter. The CEO and President of the utility company 
says they’re committed to helping victims and communities hit by the 
wildfires to recover and rebuild. So far there’s been about 5,000 claims filed 
with about 20 percent coming from Northern California. The deadline to file 
a claim is Nov. 15.

Final payments are expected to be made by the end of the first quarter of 
2020.

More information including the claim form is available at https://www.norcalwildfireassistanceprogram.com/.

Several fires break out in Lake County. Firefighters working overnight to 
contain seven small fires along a miles-long stretch of Highway 29 between 
Kelseyville and Lower Lake. Lake Co News reports the incident being 
dubbed, the Glass fire was first reported yesterday afternoon around 4:30 
p.m. with four fires to start. Then after 6, there was a fifth reported around 
Highway 29 and Bottle Rock Road, but it was quickly put out. Soon after Cal 
Fire reported as many as seven fires. By last night at 8, firefighters reported 
the fires burned 20 acres and were 80 percent contained, with no forward 
progress. Power lines were reported in the area, but they were not down or 
causing a hazard.

A new report says Clearlake has the safest drivers in the country. The report 
by the online car insurance comparison company Insurify came out last 
week. They went state by state, leaving Hawaii out of the mx, and picked 
one city with the most residents with clean driving records. The info from 
folks searching for car insurance online. The company wrote that Clearlake 
was found to have some of the safest drivers in America after analyzing 
more than 1.5 million insurance policy applications that were filed through 
their website. They took into account which cities had the most drivers 
without at-fault accidents, moving violations, or related incidents on their 
records.

The governor is reportedly considering a bill that passed the Assembly 
whether or not a point should be added to a driver’s record if they’re caught 
texting or with cell phone in hand. The bill unanimously passed the 
Assembly Tuesday. It cleared the Senate last week after several 
amendments were added to the first draft. The latest version says there will 
be a point given if there’s a conviction within 36 months of a previous 
conviction for the same infraction. Last session there was a similar bill which 
did not advance and 5 years ago, yet another, but then Gov. Brown veto’d it.

Prosecutors in Los Angeles and Santa Barbara county DA’s offices continue 
investigating the dive boat accident that killed 34 people. The captain and 
crew jumped off the boat, no word if they’ll be held liable, but federal law 
says misconduct, negligence or inattention to duty that leads to death could 
lead to prison time. There isn’t information on the cause of the early morning 
crash Monday. The Santa Barbara County Sheriff says fire was blocking a 
stairway and above deck and an emergency exit hatch. There could also be 
a lack of evidence due to the ship being mostly demolished and upside 
down in the ocean.

https://www.norcalwildfireassistanceprogram.com/
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The Governor tosses a law making it a crime to refuse to help a cop. The 
law from almost 150 years ago called the California Posse Comitatus Act of 
1872 says it’s a misdemeanor for “an able-bodied person 18 years… or 
older” to refuse to help a police officer if there’s a request for help for an 
arrest, take someone into custody who escaped or preventing breach of the 
peace or the commission of any criminal offense. A Senate bill repealed the 
law as part of work to check on outdated laws and update or repeal them.

The second jury in the Ghost Ship fire trial has sent a note to the court. After 
five days of deliberating yesterday, they asked for a read back of direct and 
cross examination of one of the prosecution witnesses, an Oakland Fire 
Captain. They are asking about another fire mentioned in his testimony. 
Derrick Almena and Max Harris are charged with 36 counts of involuntary 
manslaughter for the fire in December 2016. Almena’s lawyer says the read 
back favors them and not prosecutors. The judge gave prosecutors and 
defense attorneys 45 minutes of review. It comes after three jurors were 
dismissed, and only one alternate juror left after some alleged misconduct.

PG&E filing in court to get the judge in its bankruptcy case to reverse a 
ruling to let a jury decide if damages from the massive Tubbs fire should be 
the utility’s responsibility. The Tubbs hit Sonoma and Napa counties during 
the infamous October 2017 fire storm. It burned 4,600 homes and killed 22 
people. Now PG&E lawyers have filed an appeal of the bankruptcy judge’s 
Aug. 16th ruling so victims of the fire can file a civil case against PG&E. The 
utility company claims Cal Fire’s conclusion the fire was not PG&E’s fault 
means they’re not liable.  Fire survivors say Cal Fire is wrong and that 
PG&E is at fault like several other fires that October. PG&E could be held 
liable for as much as $30 billion from wildfires in 2017 and 2018.

New technology could help county prosecutors across the state erase or 
reduce past marijuana convictions for nearly a quarter million people. The 
Press Democrat reports a nonprofit in San Francisco, Code for America, is 
allowing district attorneys to use its computer algorithms for free. They say it 
can find cases from decades ago. L-A and San Francisco have used the 
Clear My Record program to help clear as many as 75,000 cannabis 
convictions. The program finds cases, automatically fills out proper forms 
and can do it at a 10,000 people per minute pace.

A bill has squeaked thru the Assembly to allow tens of thousands of 
parolees the right to vote. The California Secretary of State along with other 
supporters say it could help about 50,000 felons adjust to life back in their 
communities after serving time. The Senate takes a vote next, just before 
the Legislature adjourns for the year. Then it would go to the governor 
before it goes on the November 2020 ballot. Right now anyone on parole 
cannot vote in any local, state or federal election.

The recycling buy back center in Ukiah is closing temporarily. The City 
Council voted this week to temporarily close the buy-back center at the 
Ukiah Valley Transfer Station due to the amount of traffic since many other 
recycling centers have closed. The city’s Public Works Director Tim Eriksen 
says the facility wasn’t built for the kind of business it’s getting and in order 
to accommodate the traffic, C&S solutions says it would need to spend 
about $100,000. The city manager says residents can still recycle curbside.



A million dead or dying trees left in the wake of the Camp Fire is costing a 
fortune to remove from Butte County. There are not many local sawmills or 
biomass power plants, so moving the damaged wood from the area is costly 
and slowing the process. Reports of about 400,000 trees at high risk of 
falling in Paradise and Magalia. A report by Sierra Timber Services has local 
officials thinking of ways to locally process the trees from restarting a 
biomass power plant in Oroville or building a wood-powered heating and 
cooling system in Paradise. Right now there are just two sawmills in 
Oroville, but they’re small.

A lockdown at Ukiah High School after a student reportedly made a threat 
involving a weapon. It happened Wednesday and only lasted about 30 
minutes. The Ukiah Unified School District reports police detained a 17 year 
old boy but they didn’t find a weapon. The Ukiah Unified Superintendent 
called police after the report and the school was locked down around 1:30-2 
pm. Classes continued as usual after, then the school district asked parents 
to talk to their kids about safety. There’s also been a reporting system 
added to kids Chromebooks they can use if they feel unsafe.

A unanimous agreement to finish the Groundwater Management Plan and 
approve the 2019-2027 Housing Element draft by the Willits City Council, 
then this… city leaders decide the city’s Cannabis Ordinance should allow 
recreational cannabis to be sold in town. Residents spoke out about the 
idea though and wanted to make sure any business wouldn’t be close to 
schools. So the council voted yes to amend the Municipal Code to allow 
growing, processing, selling and transporting adult-use recreational 
cannabis and medicinal hemp and allow indoor and nursery type growing of 
the plant and to allow the sale of cannabis products specified for use by 
animals. The council will consider buffer zones at a later date.

One of the two men accused in the fatal Oakland Ghostship Warehouse fire 
has been acquitted, but the other had a hung jury. Max Harris, the right 
hand to Derick Almena the main leaseholder, was acquitted by the jury 
yesterday and Almena’s case ends in a mistrial after the hung jury. KPIX 
reports when the verdicts were read there were audible gasps in the 
courtroom. Harris was the creative director at the 10,000 square foot artist 
space. And Almena’s lawyer told the press after that he was distressed by 
the hung jury which was reported to be 10-2 in favor of conviction but 
couldn’t break the deadlock. The two were facing 39 years in prison for 36 
counts of involuntary manslaughter. The two men still face civil lawsuits.

A wildfire that was several spot fires on the side of Highway 29 is fully 
contained. The Glass fire broke out Wednesday afternoon between Lower 
Lake and Kelseyville. It burned 28 acres and was 100 percent contained last 
night. Part of the highway was closed for a time as firefighters worked the 
fire. There were no structures burned and no injuries were reported. Cal Fire 
reports they’ll be in the area mopping up the next few days. No word how 
the fires started.

A massive fire explodes after several thousand lightning strikes in Northern 
Calif. About 19,000 lightning strikes ignites a fire west of Red Bluff, near 
Hwy 36. The Red Bank Fire has burned 6,500 acres and forced 
evacuations. It’s 5% contained as of 7 AM this morning. Kym Kemp 
reporting there’s another fire to the west the Shasta Trinity National Forest, 
the South Fire which was at 200 acres with zero containment. And a 100 
acre fire is burning in Mendocino County, in the Yolla Bolly Middle Eel 
Wildness north of Covelo, the 1-1 fire which is also being referred to as the 
Henthorne Fire.
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The Gov. says the state’s losing $8 million that’s supposed to go to help the 
National Guard for firefighting due to a new Trump administration plan 
related to the border wall. The Pentagon released some details Wednesday 
about $3.6 billion being diverted across the U.S., territories and other 
countries so another 175 miles of fencing can be erected along the U.S.-
Mexico border. The money that was supposed to come to Calif was for a 
flight simulator for the Guard to train guard troops certain airplanes used to 
help during wildfires and other emergency missions.

A beef processing and packaging company in the state is recalling about 
25,000 pounds of beef, saying it’s unsafe to eat. The USDA announced 
American Beef Packers in Chino says the meat was “unfit for human 
consumption” after a carcass waiting for test results was accidentally put 
back on the production line, then processed into several other products like 
boneless beef chuck, sirloins, and ribeyes. The USDA mark “EST. 34741” 
inside the USDA mark of inspection were already shipped to California and 
Oregon. Samples for more testing had been taken, but there’s been no 
reports of any illness. They just want to warn you to toss the meat or return 
it to where you purchased it.

A woman in Redwood Valley has been arrested after reports of a possibly 
stolen car and child abduction. Cops called to the Coyote Valley Casino and 
contacted a woman who says someone took her car with her 16 month old 
infant inside it. She had met the suspect, Wanda Cowan the night before 
and they went to Lake County to the casino together and when the mom 
walked into the casino, Cowan took off in her car without her permission. A 
BOLO was sent out and AMBER ALERT was being put together when the 
woman was found with the baby in the back seat unrestrained. The child 
was not injured and reunited with its mom. Cowan arrested for possession 
of stolen property, kidnapping and child endangerment and booked into jail 
on $250,000.00 bail.

A fire in Lake County that sparked over the weekend has been fully 
contained. The Oak Fire started Saturday afternoon off Hwy 29 and Cole 
Creek Rd leading to some evacuation orders in southern Kelseyville. Cal 
Fire reported it was threatening about 150 structures and burned 53 acres. 
Evacuation orders for Hwy 29 and Cole Creek Road and Live Oak Drive 
were reduced to warnings hours later, then totally lifted and all roads open 
late into Saturday night. One structure did burn, but Cal Fire reported they 
believed it was an outbuilding.

The final county budget is being worked out by the Lake County Board of 
Supervisors. The board meets tomorrow and takes up the nearly 260-million 
dollar spending plan. The County reportedly looking to collect an increase of 
more than 5.5% in property taxes about 2 and a quarter percent over last 
year. The County is getting so called property tax backfill, that’s where the 
state agreed to help Lake County after massive wildfires. The Board is also 
set to take up an ordinance on industrial hemp, and possibly form an ad hoc 
committee to come up with ideas for industrial hemp regulations.

A fire in the Mendocino National Forest has its acreage adjusted to reflect 
less acreage. The Henthorne fire started last Thursday outside of Covelo in 
the Yolla Bolly Wilderness. It was mapped at about 380 acres burned, but 
now forest officials adjusted it to 237 acres. It’s 15% contained. Crews were 
reinforcing firelines and dousing burning brush around the containment 
lines. Forest officials say they expect cooler conditions to help control the 
fire. Other fires burning in nearby areas include the Red Bank fire near Red 
Bluff, burning more than 8,800 acres and it’s 50-percent contained, the 
Swedes fire in Butte County, east of Oroville has burned 400 acres and is 
30-percent contained, and another in Butte, the Forbestown fire at 58 acres, 
also east of Oroville, is 85% contained.



A seaplane crashes into Clear Lake this weekend… the pilot and his wife 
have minor injuries. Lake Co News reports the pair were in the 40th annual 
Clear Lake Seaplane Splash In Saturday at the old Natural High School 
property and just as it was concluding in the afternoon, the pair crashed 
near Library Park. The Lakeport Fire Chief says it happened just after 
takeoff when the pilot was going for a left-hand turn, and possibly hit some 
wind which downed the plane, but thankfully it stayed on the water’s surface 
and didn’t sink. The news site reports witnesses said they saw the seaplane 
cartwheel on the water after hitting a crosswind. The couple had minor 
injuries.

A packed schedule for the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors. The 
agenda for their regular meeting tomorrow includes matters like cannabis 
taxes, updates on the Mental Health Treatment Act Citizen’s Oversight 
Committee and the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 
investigation. County supervisors are discussing how businesses can 
register for Industrial Hemp Cultivation and if there should be regulation 
changes or limitations. There’s currently a moratorium in place on hemp for 
various reasons until next February in the unincorporated areas of 
Mendocino County.

An inmate at the Lake County Jail has filed in court for wrongful 
imprisonment saying he was left in a hot transport van outside the jail for too 
long. Joshua Murray filed the writ of habeas corpus saying he and two 
others were left in a hot transport van without air conditioning or ventilation 
July 16th. In court papers he says the trio were left chained and caged in 
the van with all of the windows up and no ventilation for about 40 minutes, 
and it was probably about 140 degrees in the van and were finally rescued 
after screaming, kicking and banging on the van. The story confirmed by 
another of the inmates left in the van. The jail says a side door to the van 
was open and the temperature outside was 78 degrees, and the three were 
left about 20 minutes and showed no signs of distress nor did they ask for 
help.

A fundraiser planned in Mendocino County to restore the Guest House’s 
stained glass. The Fort Bragg-Mendocino Coast Historical Society and 
several local businesses and others working to help restore three stained 
glass panels facing Main Street in Fort Bragg for more than a century. There 
will be a raffle and gala at the Guest House later this month, Saturday Sept. 
28th featuring prizes by local artists, nights out at Fort Bragg 
establishments, a kayak trip on Big River, gift certificates and more to raise 
funds for the restoration. If you’re interested, you can grab a ticket at 
Harvest Market and the Guest House itself.

A man in Willits has been arrested after reports of a domestic disturbance. 
The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. reports getting a call Saturday after a 
woman said she was physically assaulted by her husband. They say when 
they got to the house, she was hiding in the woods waiting for them. They 
found 21 year old Tavion Johnson at the front door with a fresh scratch mark 
on his lip and other scratch marks on the left side of his neck which he said 
he got in a fight with the victim. She came forward when deputies arrived. 
She says he chased her and grabbed her and tried to stop her from leaving 
and choked her. The fight over money. She also had injuries consistent with 
the report. Johnson had warrants and was on probation, so he was arrested 
for domestic violence battery, false imprisonment, violation of probation and 
held on $30,000.00 bail.



The board of directors at Mendocino Coast District Hospital have received a 
pair of appeals from some on the medical staff requesting no more infighting 
and a renewed focus on more productive work for the future of the hospital. 
The Advocate newspaper reports Doctors Zoe Berna and Barbara Kilian 
with the same message but in separate statements. Berna requesting more 
unity and teamwork gets her a round of applause at the last board meeting 
and Kilian said patients are being hurt by the lack of teamwork too. The 
board later voted to put a new Electronic Health Records System on hold 
until they iron out the kinks, and the possibility of a takeover by Adventist 
Health means they may not even use that manufacturers system anyway.

A man in Eureka and a load of cattle are dead after an accident over the 
weekend. The CHP reports the accident Sunday morning with the man 
driving a truck and losing control on Alderpoint Road at Burr Creek Bridge. 
The truck broke thru the bridge railing over Burr Creek and the truck went 
into the river, landing on its side. The man died on the scene and 20 head of 
cattle he had on his truck also died. The California Highway Patrol closed 
the road and set up an investigation along with several area fire 
departments, Cal Fire and the Humboldt County Coroner’s Office. They say 
they don’t believe alcohol or drugs were a factor in the crash.

A giant wildfire in gold country has charred more than 68 square miles. 
Officials with the U.S. Forest Service say they’ve only got the fire in the 
Plumas National Forest 7 percent contained due to erratic winds blowing in 
the area. It’s burned nearly 44,000 acres after starting last Wednesday.  
There are mandatory Evacuation Orders in place for several areas with an 
evacuation center at the Lassen County Fairgrounds. There are several 
road closures in place too. There’s a dense smoke advisory in the area.

Since Pacific Gas & Electric is in bankruptcy and faces several billion in 
claims after wildfires in Northern Calif. in 2017 and 18, San Francisco is 
offering to buy part of the utility’s assets. The San Francisco Chronicle 
reports the city’s offering $2.5 billion so the city can take over the 
management of part of the power system to run on its own. The Mayor of 
the City and its City Attorney say their offer was “competitive, fair and 
equitable” and could help the utility company gain financial stability. The two 
released a statement Sunday saying they look forward to, “positive, 
collaborative discussions with PG&E on this critical issue”. The newspaper 
reports the offer was presented before the utility company was supposed to 
turn in its plan today for reorganization of its finances to get out of 
bankruptcy.

The federal government says Calif. has to do more about its’ concrete 
highway safety barriers damaged by cars. After the deadly crash of a Tesla 
in Autopilot mode, federal safety regulators recommended state 
transportation officials get on the repair of the barriers quickly. The National 
Transportation Safety Board report that went public today claims officials in 
California never fixed a Highway 101 safety barrier where the Tesla crash 
killed a man. The barrier had been damaged about a week and a half before 
in a crash. The report also says the CHP responded to that crash and never 
told the California Department of Transportation about the damage as 
required.
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Firefighters on the scene of an incident in Lucerne where a pedestrian had 
been hit and seriously injured. The firefighters called early this morning to 
the accident, but apparently were not sure if the accident was purposefully 
done. It happened at Highway 20 and Seventh Avenue. That’s where 
medics found someone lying on the road after being hit by a box van that 
reportedly had two people inside, throwing boxes out of it and trying to hit a 
woman.  The CHP and Sheriff’s office along with Clearlake Police came to 
the scene and the van was stopped nearby with damage on it. An 
ambulance was called to the area and took the victim out. No word how the 
victim is doing, anyone who may have seen the incident or had a camera on 
nearby is asked to call the sheriff’s office at 707-262-4200.

A man who’s charged with killing another man from Illinois and dumping his 
body in Lake County pleads not guilty to murder and other crimes. 21 year 
old Mavrick Fisher of Elko, Nevada accused in the death of Grant Whitaker 
after some sort of fight at a campground last month in Humboldt County. 
He’s charged with murder; assault with a deadly weapon and a special 
allegation of inflicting great bodily injury; willfully and maliciously removing 
and keeping possession of the other’s man’s car and taking it after the 
murder. Apparently the two, both deaf were planning to create a deaf 
farming community and had an argument, ending in Whitaker’s death. 
Whitaker’s body found off Scotts Valley Rd. Fisher found in Mexico and 
extradited back to Lake County. He’s held in Lake County Jail on $1 million 
bail.

A couple of small wildfires surrounded by firefighters in Lake County. The 
fires broke out near Upper Lake and Clearlake. The one near Upper Lake by 
Bachelor Valley Road and Witter Springs Road in oak and grass burning 
under power lines. But four hours later the fire was contained after charring 
about 15 acres. The Clearlake area vegetation fire a couple hours after the 
other fire closed one road for a short while and was reportedly surrounded in 
less than a half hour after only burning about a tenth of an acre. Elsewhere, 
the Henthorne fire in the Yolla Bolly Wilderness in the Mendocino National 
Forest outside Covelo in Trinity County has burned 244 acres and is 20-
percent contained. And a couple fires in Butte County, east of Oroville, 
getting closer to containment, the Red Bank fire burning over 8,800 acres 
was 55-percent contained with two structures destroyed and the Swedes fire 
burned 400 acres, also 55-percent contained with two structures destroyed.Hopeful to spur more housing in Calif, the Gov. poised to sign into law the 
“Housing Crisis Act of 2019”. The bill looks to boost home building in 
“urbanized” zones, passed just last Friday to ban housing caps in so-called 
“urban clusters”, stop all housing construction moratoriums, ban density 
reductions and allow demolition of affordable and rent-controlled housing 
only when there’s a plan to replace the demolished units. The landlord 
would also have to relocate tenants who have to move out or allow them to 
stay put up to six months before construction begins. There are some 
provisions though that the bill would end in 2024 and be limited to other 
laws in place.

A man from Kelseyville’s been arrested after a fire breaks out in town and 
burns more than 50 acres. There were evacuations ordered over the 
weekend after the Oak fire started and roads closed too. Jody Hickey was 
arrested yesterday for “unlawfully causing a fire of a structure or forest land” 
with bail set at $15,000. The Lake County DA’s office reports that it seemed 
likely the fire was not intentional or malicious, just reckless, saying it’s a 
“less serious” offense. Cal Fire reported the cause as unknown, the fire put 
out quickly, but firefighters added, it had the potential for more destruction.



Gov. Newsom wants changes to the vaccine bill that passed but protesters 
delayed action on the bill in the Senate, reportedly shouting and pounding 
on walls and a door. The Gov. wanted a change before he signs the bill into 
law. It passed the Assembly, but stalled in the Senate with protesters 
bringing in an American Flag and chanting “My kids, my choice” and “We will 
not comply.” Assemblyman Jim Wood says the bill that would crackdown on 
fraudulent exemptions for vaccines is needed to keep kids safe from 
”preventable diseases”. The gov. asking for a phase out period and doctors 
who’ve had disciplinary action might get their exemptions revoked.

Kids who are disruptive in public and charter schools from kindergarten 
through eighth grade may not be suspended anymore. The Governor signed 
a new law permanently prohibiting willful defiance suspensions, but it 
doesn’t start until July of next year. The bill drafted by Sen. Nancy Skinner 
of Berkeley says kids belong in school where teachers and counselors can 
help them thrive. She also says kids of color are mostly affected. The bill 
has supporters who say it’ll end the discriminatory discipline and those 
opposed, including the Charter School Development Center say it’s a fix in 
search of a problem.

One of the biggest unions in the state reportedly pouring money into a 
campaign for one of its former leaders for the CalPERS Board of 
Administration. The Sacramento Bee reports the union is sending a mailer 
around outlining a sexual harassment complaint from nearly a decade ago 
against former union leader JJ Jelincic, who was accused of harassing three 
women. He’s running against incumbent CalPERS President Henry Jones. 
The mailer looks like it’s coming directly from the California Treasurer’s 
office. It calls on Jelincic to quit the election but lets you know the Treasurer 
didn’t send it. Retired public employees are receiving the letter, they have 
until Sept. 30th to vote.

PG&E’S reorganization plan has been filed in court but it includes a cap on 
wildfire related claims.  The utility company filed its proposed plan in federal 
court yesterday including plans to pay off creditors, including multiple victims 
of 2017 and 18 fires that have been linked to the company’s equipment. It 
puts a cap on wildfire-related claims at under $17 billion, but some 
estimates say they owe more in the vicinity of $30 billion. The claims 
directed at PG&E of $8.4 billion and to insurance companies who paid their 
customers about the same. They’ve also agreed to pay about a billion to 
public entities. The CEO with a statement with the filing say it meets their 
“commitment to fairly compensate wildfire victims so they can emerge from 
Chapter 11 financially sound and able to continue meeting California’s clean 
energy goals”. The proposal still needs to be approved by the state Public 
Utilities Commission.

A crash in Lucerne where the CHP and Deputies went to the scene to find a 
man down. Cops say there was an accident with a box van in the area of 
Hwy. 20 and 7th Avenue. They found the driver, 62 year old Thomas Magee 
of Clearlake purposefully hit the victim, Joseph Symond Jackson, and left 
the scene. Witnesses also told deputies there was some sort of property 
dispute between the suspect and victim. The victim died at a hospital and a 
Be On the Lookout was put out for a white van which was seen soon after at 
Hwy. 53 near Hwy. 20 in Clearlake Oaks. Magee was booked into the Lake 
County Jail on murder charges and held on one million dollars.  The victims 
name has not been released.



09/12/19

A man from Kelseyville arrested after a fire started and burned more than 50 
acres. Now police say the fire, that resulted in evacuations and road 
closures was caused by Jody Hickey who had been using welding 
equipment in the area, grinding in dry grass. The Oak fire ignited soon after 
and the fire contained the next day. The DA’s office had said it was not 
intentionally set, but that it was reckless behavior without elaborating. This 
afternoon we get the details about the welding. The fire destroyed one 
building and no homes, there were also no injuries. Hickey was arrested for 
a felony, which investigators say he could have entirely avoided by working 
earlier in the day and taking more precautions.

Final offer for some mental health care workers at Kaiser Permanente. The 
hospital comes up with what it says is a final, three-year agreement 
proposal. Union officials apparently not thrilled with the plan for Southern 
California employees which was presented last week. It went along with 
another proposal for Northern California employees last month. The hospital 
system in negotiations with union representatives over a year’s time. The 
union represents about 4,000 mental healthcare workers, dietitians, 
audiologists and nurse educators across the state. Their contract expired 
Sept. 25, 2018.

Legislators are considering a bill to reduce plastic pollution said to be one of 
the strongest in the country. One of the bills wouldn’t start for more than ten 
years, calling for all single use packaging and food products like plates, 
straws and silverware to be recyclable or made of materials that decompose 
when composted; another of the bills would require a 75% reduction of the 
single-use packaging waste in the state, also by 2030; and the third bill 
requires plastic cups to be made of 10% recycled plastic by 2021, 25% by 
2025, and 50% recycled plastic by 2030.

The last body after that Southern Calif. diving boat fire has been recovered. 
34 people were killed in the accident last week. The Santa Barbara County 
Sheriff’s Office reported on the final victim being found on twitter yesterday. 
And DNA tests are being done to confirm seven of the victims’ identities. 
There’s no cause determined so far for the Sept. 2nd fire and the boat has 
not been pulled from the water yet because of weather conditions. There 
were six crew members from the boat who survived and say they tried 
several times to save people trapped below deck to no avail.

Even though the Gov. has put a moratorium on the death penalty while in 
office, the state Supreme Court is not blocking any death penalty cases. 
Yesterday the justices said no to arguments by defense lawyers who say 
imposing the death sentence wouldn’t be taken seriously, because it would 
never be carried out. The death penalty is however still legal in the state, 
just not while Newsom’s Gov. Right now, the lawyers for a couple of men 
who face trials separately for several murders, said potential for capital 
punishment was hypothetical.

An initial report’s been released after that seaplane crashed at the Clear 
Lake Seaplane Splash In last week. The Federal Aviation Administration 
has put the report on their website related to last Saturday’s crash, 
damaging the plane and injuring the couple flying it. The FAA concluded the 
pilot lost control, like what witnesses said, it looked like heavy winds were a 
factor, leading to the plane nose diving and somersaulting on the surface of 
the lake, but landing on its pontoons. The pilot reportedly uninjured, with his 
wife suffering minor injuries.
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Another entity signs on to try to take over the Potter Valley Project from 
PG&E. The Round Valley Indian Tribes say they too have signed an 
agreement for the “Two-Basin Solution” to re-license the Hydroelectric 
Project which moves water out of the Eel River into the Russian River. The 
president of the Tribe says they’re committed to working with others to look 
at all of the options. A Notice of Intent was filed by the nonprofit California 
Trout along with the County of Humboldt, Mendocino County Inland Water 
and Power Commission, and Sonoma County Water Agency.

The state of California hopping on the bandwagon to potentially regulate e-
cigarettes and Vapes. The legislature is taking up the matter, but the 
California Department of Public Health says it may actually help sell more 
products. The bill in the Senate would demand all manufacturers selling e-
cigarettes send a written physical description and  picture of what they’re 
selling to the Department of Public Health who would in turn place it on their 
website, then charge them for that. They would also need to work with the 
Department of Education, so school administrators can see it. The state 
Assembly unanimously passed the bill which heads back to the Senate for a 
final vote.

Final work on the legislature’s renter protection bill then it’s off to the Gov. 
The Assembly Bill caps yearly rent increases for some and protects renters 
with stricter eviction protections. Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon 
speaking on the floor yesterday about the new tenant protections… The 
vote yesterday after the Gov. announced last month there was final 
agreement on wording in the bill to cap yearly rent increases up to ten 
percent in coming years. It would only stay in place ten years.

Coffee With a Cop in Fort Bragg is happening. It’ll be October 2 at 7 am at 
Starbucks. Fort Bragg. Police partnering with the coffee giant for the 
National Coffee with a Cop Day first established in 2011 by police in 
Hawthorne who were looking for ways to interact more successfully with 
citizens. The event in a more relaxed environment with those there 
encouraged to speak up and have honest conversations about their 
communities. Starbucks is even providing coffee and snacks. The FB Police 
Department says they also hope to have some newer Officers there with 
some veterans so they can hear community expectations.

A bunch of trashed tires have been cleared out of an area near Hopland by 
the Green Bridge. The Pac Out Green Team says they pulled more than 50 
tires out, but there are still some near the train tracks. They say they’re 
going to go grab the rest and other trash too. The manager of Pac Out 
Green says they think all of the tires came from the same business and that 
the owner responsibly paid someone to take them out, but then that person 
dumped them. He also says they called CalTrans to see if they were 
planning a hazmat cleanup of the tires abut nobody responded. Then he 
found out later they were planning it after all. And added that it will cost his 
team about $600 to dump them responsibly.

E-vaping making national headlines and in Calif. there was talk of regulating 
them more. But a bill to put new regulations in place is being placed on hold 
for the time being. Assemblyman Adam Gray of Merced announcing 
instead, he’ll bring it back next year and make the legislation stronger as it 
was getting to close to the end of the legislative session for the year. At the 
same time the federal Health and Human Services Secretary announced 
work to totally ban non-tobacco flavored e-cigarette products. Also the FDA 
is blaming manufacturer Juul of marketed their products to teens as a “much 
safer” or “totally safe” alternative to traditional cigarettes.



The budget for the Lakeport Unified School District gets the green light. The 
school board voted on the budget at their meeting Wednesday which 
reportedly included carryover funds from the last budget. The Chief 
Business Officer presented the new budget which had already been 
approved by the Lake County Office of Education last week. The District will 
be financially solvent just with the leftover finds from the 2018/19 budget. 
Enrollment is however down this year which will be covered at their next 
board meeting.

A man from Clearlake accused of sex assault against a child has pleaded 
not guilty. 69 year old Bert Tino Besio accused of molesting two victims 
under 13 years old. He had a plea hearing in July and denied two counts of 
aggravated sexual assault of a minor, forcible lewd acts on a child and 
aggravated sexual assault of a child. Besio was arrested last month for 
suspicion of the sexual crimes against the two children. He’s due back in 
court next month. No word when the preliminary hearing will take place.

The Calif. Senate looking at ways to curb the use of social media by kids 
under 13. The Senate voted overwhelmingly in favor for social media 
companies to get the consent of a parent or guardian until a kid can get the 
account. Right now, federal law requires social media companies to get 
parents’ permission before a company can collect data on kids under 13. 
And some companies, including Facebook, don’t allow children under 13 to 
create accounts. The bill has to go to the state Assembly next before the 
Gov. gets it to sign or veto.

A fire in someone’s driveway chars a truck. The pickup caught fire on Orr St. 
yesterday afternoon. Firefighters say when they got to the scene nobody 
was home. They report it was an older model, full-size pickup that looked 
like someone had been living in. They also say they don’t think they’ll be 
able to pinpoint how the fire started. Apparently the homeowner was trying 
to get the vehicle removed and it was going to be towed, then caught fire. 
Fire officials say the fire seemed suspicious and that it most likely did not 
start accidentally.

Mendocino County hopping on the bandwagon like Lake County 
investigating possible guidelines on the Industrial Hemp Cultivation 
Registration Process. The Daily Journal reports the Board of Supervisors 
asking county staff to work with the Cannabis Economic Development Ad 
Hoc Committee and others for new hemp regulations then come back next 
month with ideas on regulations. Right now there’s a temporary moratorium 
in place for not only industrial hemp, but cultivating genetically modified 
organisms in unincorporated areas of the County.

A man from Philo recovering after crashing into a propane truck on Highway 
128 near Boonville. The California Highway Patrol reports the man driving a 
2014 Volvo west on Hwy. 128 near Highway 253 Wednesday morning and 
he crashed into the truck which was going in the opposite direction. The 
propane truck driver reportedly telling the Patrol he was about to turn left on 
Hwy. 253 when the Volvo “crossed over the double yellow lines” and into 
his lane saying he tried avoiding a crash, but the Volvo hit him, then rolled 
and came to a stop. The Volvo driver had minor injuries and the propane 
truck driver declined medical aid.



A home invasion robbery for marijuana reported in Humboldt County. Kym 
Kemp reporting the sheriff’s office got a call to a report of an armed robbery, 
involving marijuana in the Salmon Creek area. When they arrived, a victim 
says he was sleeping and woke to a shotgun being held to his face with 
someone telling him he would die if he moved. He and two others were tied 
up and say there were as many as four suspects, but their faces were 
covered, who took nearly 100 pounds of hanging untrimmed weed. It 
happened at a permitted marijuana cultivation site. Cops later found one of 
the suspects was wearing an ankle monitoring bracelet and that there were 
a totally of 6 suspects. Two men, Parker Henderson and Matthew Williams 
were arrested for the robbery and the others on warrants or other charges.

A stolen handgun found by cops in Clearlake doing a probation search. 
They then arrest 35 year old Tiffany Anne Correia. Police say they went to 
her house Tuesday morning and an officer noticed Correia’s front door was 
open and announced his presence. He saw her coming out of the bathroom 
as another officer then entered and one of them searched the woman’s 
room and found 74 rounds of .22-caliber ammo and a couple of glass 
smoking pipes. Then a .22-caliber Ruger long rifle semi-automatic pistol was 
found in the bathroom. The serial number showed it had been stolen. She 
was arrested on probable cause for multiple firearm violations and violation 
of probation.

The fire burning in the Mendocino National Forest near Covelo is nearing 
total containment. The fire burning 15 miles northeast of Covelo in Trinity 
County has burned 244 acres and has not had forward movement in several 
days. It’s 85% contained as of last night. No word how the fire started. One 
of two fires in Butte County, outside Oroville is contained, the Forbestown 
fire burned 58 acres; and the Swedes Fire burned almost 500 acres, it’s 
95% contained. In Tehama County, the lightning caused Red Bank fire has 
burned 8,838 acres and is 95-percent contained with two structures 
destroyed.  Another pretty large fire, the Walker fire in Plumas County has 
burned over 49,270 acres and is 28-percent contained.

Improvements on the way to Rotary Park after the Mendocino Historical 
Review Board approves of them. It happened earlier this week so now the 
Rotary Foundation can send the project over to the County Planning 
Commission to get a use permit. The improvements include two signs, a 
storage shed, an underground water tank, children’s swing area and other 
proposed improvements. There were architect drawings to pore over at the 
meeting Monday replete with landscaping, walkway changes, an 
underground water tank and even where to put a pet waste bag dispenser 
and trash can.

Purple urchin may still run wild after a clearing drive by the Watermen’s 
Alliance President brings in less fundraising. The clear up planned last 
weekend in the works since early last year so kelp and abalone have a 
better chance. The purple urchins are blamed for the die-off of bull kelp after 
the so-called Blob hit in 2014. Now there’s a reported new blob in the 
Pacific. Abalone on the Mendocino Coast reaching such low levels there will 
be no Abalone season until 2021, if then.
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A man from Nevada accused of dumping the body of a murder victim in 
Lake County remains in jail on one million dollars bond after a not guilty 
plea. Investigators are still trying to sort out the case that involves 21 year 
old Mavrick Fisher, who they say killed another man in Humboldt county 
during an argument then left the body on a rural property on Scotts Valley 
Road late last month. Fisher was eventually arrested in as he tried to cross 
into Mexico on a Greyhound Bus, Authorities say Fisher apparently used a 
rock to kill the victim, identified as 25 year old Grant David Whitaker of 
Illinois, although they have yet to talk about a motive. Reports say the two 
men met earlier this year and had plans to open a deaf farming commune. 
Fisher is due back in court October 23rd for a preliminary hearing

Two people have been arrested in Mendocino County and are charged with 
raping a woman and holding her hostage for four days. Deputies say they 
found the 34 year old woman from Sacramento in the back seat, bruised 
and crying, after routine traffic stop on North State Street in Ukiah Saturday 
night. The driver, identified as 33 year old Thao Vang of Sacramento, was 
arrested and charged with suspicion of rape and kidnapping, while a front 
seat passenger, identified as Christine Maxwell, was also arrested. She is 
facing suspicion of kidnapping conspiracy and other charges. Both suspects 
are being held on bail. The victim told deputies she was abducted last week 
in Sacramento and that she was afraid she was going to die before her 
ordeal ended in Ukiah.

Authorities continue to look for an inmate they say walked off from the 
Chamberlain Creek Conservation Camp in North Coast. 31 year old 
Jonathan Washington hasn’t been seen since Friday morning and was 
discovered missing during a routine headcount later in the day. He had 
been an inmate at the facility since December, serving part of a three year 
eight month sentence from Kings County and was due for parole in March. 
Washington is black, 6 foot 4, and 217 pounds, with dreadlocks a goatee 
and a mustache. His last known outfit was prison-issued gray sweats, a 
white tee shirt, and white tennis shoes. If you have any information, you can 
contact local law enforcement.

A man from Ukiah is being held without bail after Mendocino County sheriff’s 
deputies served a warrant at suspected illegal marijuana growing operation. 
Deputies say 32 year old Juan Duran had illegal drugs and gave a false ID 
during the search of the property on Low Gap Road last week. Officers say 
they destroyed almost 500 marijuana plants they found growing there and 
found several violations of state environmental law during that operation. 
Duran is facing several charges and has no bail because the sheriff’s office 
says he’s wanted on a felony warrant from Nebraska.

The Mendocino county sheriffs office say no one was hurt in an altercation 
between deputies and a woman in a reported suspicious vehicle in a Middle 
School Parking lot in Redwood City. Reports say that woman, identified as 
21 year old Sandra Mendez of Ukiah, refused to cooperate with deputies 
who responded to that call call at the Eagle Peak Middle School. Mendez 
was eventually subdued, arrested, and charged with resisting arrest She is 
being held at the county jail on $20,000 bail. Deputies say they’ve been 
keeping an eye on the area near the school because of recent vandalism 
and burglaries there.



Police in Santa Rosa are looking for a possible suspect in a reported sexual 
assault near Howarth Park on Sunday night. They say the victim told officers 
she was assaulted by a man described at 5 foot 9, white, in his 30s, with a 
thin build wearing dark clothing as she walked near the park around 7:30. 
Howarth Park was the scene of another alleged sexual attack two weeks 
ago, when a 55 year old woman reported she was raped in a park 
bathroom. A suspect with a possible DNA link to that crime is being held on 
felony rape and kidnapping charges.

Mendocino College has a new provisional trustee. The Lake County News 
says TeMashio Anderson has been picked to represent the Kelseyville and 
nearby areas on the school’s board. He’ll take over from David Cook, who 
recently resigned after serving for nine years. Anderson has a background 
that includes serving as education director for the Coyote Valley Band of 
Pomo Indians, and overseeing programs to help students from Kindergarten 
through 12th grade pursue higher education. Board of Trustees president 
Robert Jason Pinoli says Anderson will bring fresh insights to the job as the 
school moves into what Pinoli calls a new chapter.

Plans to ease traffic in Highway 20 in part of Lake County will be up for 
discussion at a workshop later this week in Lucerne. The Lake County and 
City Area Planning Commission is looking at ways to calm the traffic on the 
stretch of road in Lucerne, Glenhaven and Clearlake Oaks and wants to 
hear from people who use the road. The public meeting will be held this 
Thursday, September 19, starting at 6 PM and will include a preview of the 
project, a presentation, and a chance for people to weigh in with their 
thoughts. It takes place at the Lucerne Alpine Senior Center at the corner of 
10th Avenue and Country Club Drive.

A new trail in Mendocino County goes public later this month. The trail 
though the 426 acre Noyo River Redwoods will have a sneak peak on 
Sunday, September 29th. You’ll have to ride the trail to get there though on 
a special excursion of the Skunk Train pulls out of the Willits station at 10:00 
AM. The preview should last until around 3:00 with a train back to Willits. 
The Mendocino Land Trust is hosting and you can contact them for more 
information.

Senior citizens groups want Governor Newsom to get behind a bill they say 
would lower the price of prescription drugs. The measure would end a 
practice called pay for delay, where critics say makers of cheaper generic 
drugs get money from big brand names to keep generics off the market. The 
California AARP says high prescription costs are a big burden for many 
older people in the state and that this bill would help by getting generics 
onto pharmacy shelves more quickly. Big pharmaceutical combines defend 
the practice, saying they need make sure those drugs are thoroughly tested 
before they go off brand, which they say can be a long and expensive 
process.

Middle and High school students would get a later start to the school day 
under a bill that’s waiting for Governor Newsom’s signature. The measure 
would prohibit middle schools from starting before 8:00 AM and High 
Schools from starting before 8:30. Supporters say the later start is a good 
idea because research shows even a little more sleep for teens helps both 
their physical—and mental health. Former Governor Jerry Brown vetoed a 
similar bill last year, saying the state shouldn’t get involved in local school 
decisions.

Today is National Guacamole Day. The main ingredient, of course is 
Avocados and they are less expensive too. Over the summer, Hass 
Avocados were around two-ten a pound nationally, today they go for about 
a buck sixteen on average. Americans eat 60 million pounds of Avocados a 
day, many of them grown here in California.
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Clearlake will be hiring two new employees for its animal control and code 
enforcement divisions to handle an increasing workload. The City Council 
has gone along with Police Chief Andrew White’s request for the additional 
staff as Clearlake steps up enforcement of its code and animal control 
ordinances. More staff will also allow lobby offices to open to the public five 
days a week instead of the current four day schedule. Salaries and benefits 
for the two new employees will add up to just under $90,000 for the rest of 
the city’s fiscal year. Money for the positions will come from the city’s 
general fund and from a community development block grant that’d 
dedicated to code enforcement.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors will talk about new rules for chain 
retail stores at its meeting today. Supervisors are considering regulating 
those chain stores, such as Dollar General, which wants to add up to 8 
locations in the county. Opponents say new stores like that will hurt local 
retailers and potentially put some out of businesses. One plan would require 
the board to approve any new national chain stores through an ordinance 
similar to one that’s been in effect in Mendocino County since 2016.

Veterans in Lake and Mendocino Counties are being encouraged to attend 
an event showcasing services that are available to them. The sixth annual 
Lake-Mendocino veterans stand down will be held on Wednesday and 
Thursday from 9:00 to 4:00 at the Lake County Fairgrounds in Lakeport. 
Organizers say it’ s a chance for those who have served in any era to find 
out more about programs specifically designed for their needs, including 
medical, employment and other assistance that’s available. Lake County 
Transit is offering free trips to and from the stand down with proper 
identification.

Volunteers will be out this Saturday along shorelines in Lake County taking 
part in this year’s Coastal Cleanup Day. 7 locations in Upper Lake, and 
Lakeport and Clearlake will get a clean-up, where volunteers will pick up 
trash and plastic to keep it out of the water and from harming the aquatic 
environment. Lake County Water Resources is organizing the event which 
runs from 7:30 to 10:00 on Saturday morning. You can check out their 
Facebook page if you’d like to find out more or lend a hand.

An event aimed at Mendocino County teenagers is planned for this 
weekend in Ukiah The ninth annual Youth Action Party will run from 3:00 to 
8:00 pm Saturday at Alex Thomas Plaza. It’s free, and will feature activities 
including music and other acts, educational displays and a live mural 
painting. The Mendocino Youth Project is sponsoring the party to highlight 
the programs and services it offers to young people deal with the challenges 
they face.

A date has been set for the first civil trial involving PG & E over damages 
caused by the devastating Tubbs Fire in 2017. That trial is now scheduled to 
begin in January in San Francisco. It will be the legal action about the fire to 
move forward. It involves a group of creditors with claims against the utility 
which has filed for bankruptcy because of losses related to wildfires caused 
by its equipment. In this case Cal-Fire says PG & E was NOT responsible 
for the Tubbs fire, but lawyers for the creditors argue that there’s plenty of 
evidence to show that the utility SHOULD be held liable. The outcome could 
have an impact on several OTHER civil suits that are on hold as PG & E 
works through the its complicated bankruptcy. The Tubbs fire in Napa, 
Sonoma and Lake Counties fire killed 22 people and destroyed more than 
4,600 homes almost two years ago.
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CalTrans and the State Department of Fish and Wildlife are reminding 
drivers that more wild animals are on the move at this time of year, meaning 
a higher risk of crashes. This is Watch Out For Wildlife Week as officials 
stress that between now and December anyone on the road should be 
extra-alert, especially around dusk and dawn. Those crashes can be 
serious. Last year the state reported more than 4,300 such collisions, which 
led to at least 15 deaths and 810 injuries. Studies show that drivers and 
insurance companies had to pay out more than 300 million dollars for animal 
crash related damage last year as well.

Governor Newsom says its time to get serious about the risks of vaping. He 
has signed an executive order that, among other things, requires stores that 
sell vaping devices to put up warning signs and spends 20 million dollars on 
ads discouraging of e cigarette use. He also wants to get tougher on 
underage sales and look at why electronic cigarette taxes are lower than 
tobacco-based smokes. The governor says he is worried about the 
increasing number of young people turning to vaping—and the recent 
reports of illness and deaths apparently related to it. Some groups don’t 
think the Governor has gone far enough. They’d like to se a ban on flavored 
e-cigarettes and vaping liquids. They argue that those flavors entice more 
young people to pick up the habit at an even earlier age.

The state assembly has turned down a bill that would have allowed bars to 
stay open until 3 AM. Its the second year in a row a later closing bill has 
failed, so it’s still “glasses up” by 2:00 AM.

President Trump will spend he next couple days in California. He’ll be 
attending a number of private, high dollar fundraisers for his re-election 
campaign in several places. Protesters are expected to greet him, at some 
of those stops. The president hopes his visit will help both him and 
Republicans candidates down the 2020 ballot as well

An inmate who walked off from a minimum security conservation camp in 
Mendocino County last week is back behind bars. Agents from the 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation picked up 31 year old 
Jonathan Washington Monday afternoon in Valejo. Officials say 
Washington, who had been serving part of a three year sentence imposed 
in King County, was last seen at the Chamberlain Creek Camp on Friday 
morning and was reported missing after a routine head count later in the 
day. No word on how he made the 150 mile trip to where he was eventually 
found. He could have been out on parole next March but now he’ll likely do 
more time.

The world’s biggest privately owned giant sequoia forest in the Sierra 
Nevada has been sold to a preservation group. A non-profit group called 
Save the Redwoods has paid 15.6 million dollars for the 530 acre property 
Tulare County that has 483 giant trees, some of which have trunks more 
than 6 feet in diameter and are hundreds of years old. Eventually, the land 
will be transferred to the U S Forest Service and added to the Sequoia 
National Monument so the public can have access. The forest has been in 
private hands since the 19-40s and only a few trees have been taken down 
since then. Save the Redwoods calls the purchase a once in a generation 
opportunity to protect some of the most majestic tress on the face of the 
earth.

California’s biggest wildfire so far this year is almost fully contained. The U S 
Forest service says the Walker Fire about 150 miles northeast of us in 
Plumas and Lassen counties has burned about 54,000 acres. Officials say 
the weather continues to cooperate in that area and that full containment 
could come later this week.
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President Trump has started a two day trip to California. His first stop is a 
big-ticket fundraiser for his re-election campaign in the Bay Area. The 
location was kept secret until the last minute but now protesters will likely 
show up as well at the Silicon Valley mansion owned by the multi-millionaire 
founder of Sun Microsystems. After that event, the president heads to 
Southern California for more money raising.

A man from Clearlake has pleaded not guilty to murder, assault and other 
charges after police say he intentionally ran over another man with his van 
last week. 62 year old Thomas McGee is accused of striking the victim on 
Highway 20 and Seventh Avenue in Lucerne early last Tuesday morning 
and then driving off. He was arrested on Highway 53 in Clearlake Oaks a 
few minutes later. The victim identified as 40 year old Joseph Jackson of 
Lucerne, died before he could be flown to a trauma center. Witnesses say 
McGee also tried to hit a woman, identified as Rachael Gill, moments before 
aiming his van at Jackson. Lake County Sheriff’s deputies say McGee and 
Jackson knew each other and that two had been arguing over some 
property, but they have not said how Gill was involved or why McGee might 
have tried to run her over too. McGee is being held on 1.3 million dollars bail 
and is due back in court again in January. Reports say he has a rap sheet 
that goes all the way back to 1976 that includes felony convictions in several 
counties

A man who walked off from the Chamberlain Creek Conservation Camp in 
Mendocino County last week is back in custody. Agents from office of 
Corrections found 31 year old Jonathan Washington hiding out in Valejo on 
Monday. He’d been on the run from the minimum security conservation 
camp since Friday when guards couldn’t find him during a routine 
headcount. He was serving a three year sentence from Kings County and 
will likely have more time tacked on now. The odds weren’t in Washington’s 
favor. The state says since 1977, 99 percent of all escapees have been 
caught.

Signup is open for a 5 and 10 k run next month that benefits literacy in Lake County. The 30th annual Vineyard Run for Literacy is scheduled for Sunday October 13th It is the biggest fundraiser of the year for the Lake County Literacy Coaltion. Money brought in pays for a free Adult Literacy program at the County Librarywhich the Coalition says has helped more than 2,100 people since it began. The run at Steele Winery in Kelseyville starts at 9:00 AM on the 13th and you can register beforehand through the website runsignup.com or contact the literacy program at the Lake County library.

A new place for the homeless to get a hot shower is now available in Lake 
County. Adventist HJealth has unveiled a mobile shower trailer that will offer 
hygiene services to people with no other place to go. Local agencies that 
help the homeless says the showers on wheels will fill an unmet and often 
unrecognized need. The trailer will be available for the first time at the 
week’s Veterans Stand down at the Lake County Fairgrounds today and 
tomorrow and will also be at the Big Oaks Peer support center in Clearlake 
Oaks every Monday starting next week.

Officials think they’re zeroing in on the cause of illnesses and deaths related to vaping.in California The state says many of the people who got sick had been vaping counterfeit marijuana products of dubious quality. Some companies that sell LEGAL cannabis vape products say bogus companies have even been mimicking package designs trying to fool unsuspecting buyers. So far, seven people in California have died. The latest death was reported Monday in Tulare County.

http://runsignup.com/
http://vaping.in/
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Look for a big legal fight over California’s emission rules. The EPA is 
expected today to pull the state’s permission to enforce tougher standards 
than federal law calls for. That waiver was granted during the Obama 
administration, but automakers have always opposed it, saying it’s too 
cumbersome to follow state by state standards. Governor Newsom says the 
state will do whatever it takes to kep it tougher emission rules which are also 
followed by 13 other states.

Fire restrictions in the Mendocino National Forest are being lifted. Effective 
today, park visitors with a valid California Campfire Permit can have open 
campfires and stoves outside of designated campgrounds. The Forest 
service says cooler weather, longer nights and a bit of rain have reduced the 
extreme fire danger. Even so, officials say people in the forest should follow 
common sense guidelines to prevent fires from sparking. Among them—
keep flammable material away from open flames, never leave a fire 
unattended and make sure any fire is dead OUT before you leave. The 
Forest Service also says fireworks are never allowed on public lands.

The Ukiah Unified School District is doubling the number of electric buses in 
its fleet. The district says funding for three new buses comes from though a 
1.1 million dollar grant from the California Energy Commission’s School bus 
replacement program. Ukiah schools already own three buses that were 
paid for by another state grant in 2017. Superintendent Deb Kubin says 
having more energy efficient transportation is good for the environment and 
also good for the district budget, because fuel costs will be lower. The state 
says it wants districts to move away from traditional diesel powered buses, 
especially in rural areas where they tend to be older and less fuel efficient. 
For now, Ukiah’s 6 electrics will be used on select shorter runs, but as 
battery technology improves officials hope they’ll someday be able take 
those buses on longer trips without stopping for a recharge.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors says development of chain retail 
stores in the county is best handled though a long term update to 
regulations and not by singling out specific stores or locations. Supervisors 
have been hearing from residents opposed to Dollar General’s plans to 
open several new stores in the county. They worry that small local based 
businesses would suffer once bigger national chains move in. At the board’s 
regular meeting this week, Supervisors decided against reviewing individual 
projects and instead asked the county’s community development staff to 
study an overall revision of county-wide and local area regulations.

The banks of the Russian River in Mendocino County will get a cleanup on 
Saturday. The County Resource Recovery District is teaming up with the 
County Water Agency for the volunteer driven project on Saturday starting 
at 8:30 AM as part of the International Coastal Cleanup Day and the Rotary 
Club’s Cleaning the Rivers of the World project. Organizers say volunteers 
should be prepared to walk on uneven riverbanks and deal with possibly 
getting wet, but those unable to do that can still get involved with base camp 
operations at Low Gap Park in Ukiah. You can find more information on the 
Resource Conservation District website. Last year, volunteers picked up 
more than 17 hundred pounds of trash from the shoreline.

The Trump administration is making it official that it wants to revoke 
California’s ability to set emissions standards tougher than federal ones. 
The state was granted a waiver to do that during the Obama Administration 
and 13 other states have since followed suit. Automakers have long 
objected to that waiver, saying meeting different standards for every state 
isn’t practical. Governor Newsom is wasting no time blasting the change. He 
says the state will fight as hard as it can to keep its current mileage 
standards in place. A lawsuit is certain, meaning the issue won’t be settled 
anytime soon.
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Governor Newsom has signed AB5—the so called gig worker bill. It changes 
the rules about who can be called an independent contractor, potentially 
affecting thousands of people. Among them, drivers for Uber and Lyft, but 
the ride share companies say they plan to to keep their businesses running 
the same way for now. The law takes effect January 1st.

Police in Fort Bragg say they’re investigating a reported animal cruelty case. 
The police department say officers answered a call Thursday afternoon in 
the 100 block bloc Boatyard Drive, where they say they served a warrant 
and found a two year old pit bull who was taken to the vet—and later to a 
shelter where the animal is getting care. Police say they got several tips 
about the case and while that as of now, no one has been charged or 
arrested that information has been handed over to the DA for review 
Investigators want to hear from anyone with additional tips about what might 
have happened to the dog.

The U S Forest service says a fire ban that had been in effect in the 
Mendocino National Forest has been lifted. Officials say as of now, anyone 
with a current California Campfire Permit can legally have open campfires or 
camp stoves outside designated areas. They say the cooler weather, longer 
nights and some rain led them to pull back the burn restrictions. In spite of 
that, the forest service says fire safety should still be top of mind for 
campers. That includes following guidelines– like making sure the burn area 
is clear of any nearby flammable material, keeping close watch on your fire 
and putting that fire completely out before you leave. Those campfire 
permits are free and available from the forest service, the BLM and CalFire.

A new agreement between CalFire and the Nature conservancy could cut 
the risk of devastating wildfires. They have announced a memorandum of 
understanding that stresses the importance of prescribed burns as a forest 
management tool. Under their plan there will be more training about those 
burns and more public education about their benefits as well.. Officials say 
it’s the first time a state firefighting agency and a non-profit environmental 
group have joined together on a prescribed fire strategy. The Nature 
Conservancy says the best way to fight wildfires is to practice sound forest 
management before the flames start.

Officials in Clearlake say the city is missing out on millions of dollars in tax 
revenue because tax default sales haven’t gone off on a regular schedule. 
Treasurer Barbara Riggen told the county board of supervisors this week 
that a tax sale planned earlier this year was canceled but that her office is 
working on the next one that will take place in March. Clearlake city 
manager Alan Flora says he’s glad that plans for a sale are moving forward 
because there are around 3,400 tax delinquent properties in the city—
whose owners owe a total of around 5.3 million in back taxes. Ringen says 
as many as 300 of those properties could go on the auction block in March if 
those owners don’t pay up

Efforts continue to improve broadband infrastructure in Lakeport. The City 
council—hearing as report this week from a group that is looking at high 
speed internet in the city. The Upstate California Connect Consortium says 
79 percent of city residents are hooked up to broadband—while the city has 
set a goal of 98 percent The consortium says reaching that figure will 
require getting more information from those currently connected—and new 
policies that encourage providers to expand. City officials say they’re also 
working with the Lake Country Economic Development Corporation to 
increased connectivity to the city. Nine providers currently serve Lakeport— 
but only four of them offer residential service.



09/20/19

The annual Lake/ Mendocino veterans stand down continues today in 
Lakeport. Around 60 vets showed up at the first day of the stand down on 
Wednesday, where they were able to get information about programs that 
are available to them and others who have served. Organizers say the stand 
down is an important way to reach veterans from any era, many of whom 
may need assistance but don’t know where to get it. Today’s event runs 
from 9:00 to 4:00 at the Lake County Fairgrounds on Martin Street.

A new poll says Senator Kamala Harris is well behind in the 20-20 
democratic presidential race. The Emerson college survey puts Harris in 5th 
place among the 21 candidates with 6 percent support of those asked. The 
poll shows that Joe Biden and Elizabeth Warren each come in at 26 
percent, while 20 percent favor Bernie Sanders and 7 percent like 
entrepreneur Andrew Yang.

The president of the University of California is stepping down. Janet 
Napolitano has led the U C system since 2013 but says the time is right for 
her to step down. She’ll stay on until August. Before her University job, 
Napolitano served as homeland security secretary in the Obama 
administration.

Two people have died after a car crossed into the oncoming lane and 
slammed into an oncoming armored vehicle near Willow Creek in Humboldt 
county. CHP says the driver and a passenger in the a that was heading east 
on SR 299 just before noon on Thursday died. The armored truck driver who 
was heading west was not seriously hurt. The names of the victims won’t be 
released until their families are told, but reports say the two were foreign 
nationals. So far, officers don’t think impairment was a factor, but high 
speed on a wet roadway probably WAS. The CHP Humboldt area office is 
handling the case so if you have any information that might help, you can 
contact them.

A Mendocino County Court judge has sentenced a man from Tuolomne 
County to 16 years for having sex with a 6 year old. 62 year old Daniel Villas 
pleaded guilty to two related felony charges and under the terms of that deal 
he won’t be eligible for parole until 2032. If he ever gets out, he’ll also have 
to register as a violent sex offender. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office 
investigated the case.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is still looking to rein in county 
government hiring. County CEO Carmel Angelo says the job freeze that’s 
been in effect since the summer is making it tough, especially when it 
comes to public safety or places that are already very short staffed because 
she has to sign off on every new hire. The board is also talking about 
downsizing from the current county staff of around 11 hundred 50 but some 
members say the board needs to consider the consequences of a smaller 
staff in some departments before making arbitrary cuts.

The help wanted sign is out in the Mendocino National Forest. The U S forest service is looking to hire people for several open positions opening up in 2020. There are both fire and forestry related jobs—as well as non fire jobs in archaeology, wildlife and hydrology. The postings went up this week and will stay up through the end of the month. You can find out whats available—and how to apply at the website usajobs.gov.

http://usajobs.gov/


Police in Arcata are warning about several online and phone scams going 
around. They say there are several variations but the goal is always the 
same—to get you to give up your money—or your identity. The advice—
never give out personal information to anyone you don’t know and if an offer 
sounds to good to be true it probably is. Police also say another common 
con involves callers who say they’re with law enforcement or the 
government and threatening arrest or a lawsuit. Don’t buy it—no real police 
agency or government office EVER makes those kinds of calls. If you think 
you have been taken, you can report the crime to the police—or online 
through the FBI’s internet crime complaint center.

Activists from around the region will be among the thousands taking part in 
worldwide demonstrations, designed to spur action on climate change 
today. In Ukiah a rally is planned for noon at the Mendocino County 
Courthouse—students from Ukiah High may also participate in a school 
walkout. Similar rallies are also planned this afternoon in Fort Bragg, 
Mendocino, Gualala and Lakeport.

The environment will also be the focus this weekend as volunteers in 
several communities take part in the national “Coastal Cleanup Day” on 
Saturday. Among those locations—in Point Arena at Arena Cove. That 
cleanup starts at 9:00 AM and you can find out more on the California 
Coastal Cleanup day Facebook page. There is another cleanup Saturday 
along the banks of the Russian River. Organizers of the cleanups say trash 
ANYWHERE along the shore can have an effect on the aquatic environment
—even miles away.

With harvest season here, some vineyards in the North Coast think that they 
could be facing a tough year. That’s because last year saw a record crop, 
wine sales are generally down and the industry is waiting on a proposed 1.7 
billion dollar merger between a merger of two big wine companies—EJ 
Gallo and Constellation Brands. Many growers sell grapes to both 
companies which is leading to uncertainty about who will end up buying 
locally grown fruit. The glut of grapes isn’t helping either. Last year saw a 
record setting 2 billion dollar harvest in Sonoma, Napa, Lake and 
Mendocino Counties which has kept prices down. In addition experts say 
there is little to no growth in the sales of less expensive wines. Taken 
together, those market factors have some producers afraid that tons of 
grapes may never make it off the vine this year.

Racers young and old alike will let gravity do the work tomorrow in 
Clearlake. The City and the Chamber of Commerce will host their first ever 
Soapbox Derby on the new Dam Road Extension. The first race is at 9:00 
Its not just about SPEED down the track either. There is also a division for 
cars that will be judged for their ART and creativity. Those entries will be 
judge by a panel of city and county officials. Downtownclearlake.com has all 
the info.

Some of the soapbox derby entrants are almost old enough to drive the real 
thing so they need to learn the rules of the road. CHP says it wants to help 
with a free Start Smart Traffic Safety course for newly licensed teen drivers 
and their parents or guardians.. That class will be held at the CHP Lake 
Area Office on Live Oak Drive in Kelseyville on Thursday, October 3th from 
5:30 to 7:30. Officers say it’s important that young drivers learn the basics 
early because education goes helps reduce the number of serious, 
sometimes deadly, crashes involving teens. You can call the Lake Area 
CHP office to find out more about the class.
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A judge says California CANT block candidates for high political office from 
being on the ballot just because they haven’t released their last five years of 
tax returns. That measure passed in July doesn’t specifically mention 
President Trump, but the court says the President and other candidates 
would be irreparably harmed without any recourse if they were kept off the 
ballot just because they don’t show their taxes.

CalTrans says there could be up to 15 delays on a part of Highway 20 in 
Mendocino County today. Crews will be doing some grinding work from Two 
Road Lookout to Willits Cemetery Road until 3:00 this

There’s a Red Flag Warning in effect from tonight for parts of the area as 
the National Weather Service says strong winds at higher elevations, 
combined with lower humidity will increase the risk of wildfires. The warning, 
starting at 9:00 PM and continuing until 11:00 Wednesday morning calls for 
winds gusting high as 30 miles an hour and relative humidity in the 20 to 40 
percent range, which means and fires could spread quickly. Outdoor burning 
is NOT recommended. Conditions should get better after midweek.

With that increased fire risk, P G and E has put some areas on alert that 
power may be shut off. Among those in Lake county around 13,000 
residents in the Clearlake, Lower Lake, Hidden Valley Lake, Middletown and 
Cobb areas. There is information about your specific location on the utility’s 
Public Safety Power Shutoff link at PGE.com.

Two men who were guarding an apparently illegal marijuana growing 
operation in Ukiah say they were attacked by a group of masked men with 
guns. Sherif’s Deputies say the two 43 year-olds reported that a group of 6 
to 8 suspects approached them at the growing site on McNab Ranch Road 
early Saturday, fired shot at one of them, assaulted him, and damaged his 
vehicle. The thieves then grabbed the plants from two greenhouses, stole 
the other guard’s car and took off. The victims eventually made it to Ukiah 
and called 911. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office continuing the 
investigation and is asking for tips.

A man from Covelo is being held without bail after Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s deputies say they found a gun and drugs when they stopped to 
investigate a vehicle parked in a dirt turnaround in Willits. The say 36 year 
old Reginald Azabill was evasive when he stepped out of the vehicle they 
were checking out on Muir Road early Friday, and that they eventually found 
a loaded.38, ammo, and a small amount of meth during their search. Azabill 
wasn’t supposed to have the weapon because of an earlier felony so he 
was arrested and taken to the county jail. A woman who was riding with him 
was questioned but was not charged.

A woman has been arrested after some vandalism in Fort Bragg. Police say 
when they answered the call in the 100 block of East Laurel Street just 
before 1:00 on Sunday morning, they saw a smashed windshield on a 
parked vehicle, and damage to the front door of the Headlands Coffeehouse 
and the front window at the Skunk Train Depot. After looking at evidence 
and surveillance tapes, cops questioned a woman, identified as 29 year old 
Christina Gallagher, who they say admitted the vandalism. Police say she 
was hurt so after a stop at the hospital she was taken to the county jail and 
charged with doing the damage.

Lake County Supervisors facing several agenda items at this weeks 
meeting. Among them making an appointment to the county Planning 
Commission and to the County Industrial Ad Hoc Industrial Cannabis 
Committee. The meeting starts at 9:00 at the Board Chambers at the county 
courthouse. You can check out the full agenda though the county website.
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Ukiah wants to hear from residents about how they think their city should 
look 20 years from now. Officials are updating the city’s master plan and will 
have a workshop on Thursday top get public input. State law requires every 
community to come up with a similar look to the future and Ukiah officials 
say theirs will be a good blueprint for the city’s growth and development. 
Tomorrow’s public meeting will be from 5:30 top 7:30 at the Ukiah Valley 
Conference Center. There will also be a “pop up” event on October 19th 
during the Ukiah Pumpkin fest where people can let their feelings be known. 
There’s a website called Ukiah2040.com with information, where residents 
can sign up for a mailing list to keep them informed about the initiative’s 
progress.

A burglary reported at a pizzeria in Point Arena. Deputies say the burglary 
actually happened last Thursday at the Point Arena Pizza restaurant with 
food and cookware taken. They say they found some of the stuff near a 
campfire with eyewitnesses reporting it was Dylan Donavan who took the 
items. Deputies say they found the man and talked to him and found 
probable cause to arrest him for suspicion of burglary. They say later found 
items that were connected to the crime and Donavan. The 27 year old was 
also on pre-trial release on a separate criminal matter and in violation of 
court orders. He was jailed on $15,000 bail.

A Red Flag warning continues. Cal Fire’s Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit beefing 
up firefighting units in preparation, calling for engines, hand crews and 
bulldozers to be staffed 24/7. They’ve also reportedly called on additional 
Emergency Command Center personnel to be at the ready as well, and for 
other staffers to fill command and control functions if there’s a major fire. 
Winds expected to pick up tonight into tomorrow morning with possible 
gusts of up to 35 miles an hour. The gusty winds, low humidity, and dry fuels 
are a mix for critical fire weather conditions.

A resident from Clearlake charged with setting the Clayton fire and several 
others over a one year period has been sent to prison. Damin Pashilk in 
court yesterday sent to prison for 15 years for the Clayton and three other 
fires. Some fire victims read impact statements about running from their 
homes and losing personal, irreplaceable items and looking for new places 
to live. It all comes after Pashilk pleaded no contest for the Western fire in 
July of 2016, near Middletown; the North Branch fire, also in July, near 
Clearlake; the Canyon fire in Aug. of 2016, near Lower Lake; and the 
Clayton fire in August of that year. Pashilk was credited with time served, 
and could still have his time reduced. A restitution hearing is set for next 
year. He’s been in jail since his arrest in August of 2016.

Residents in Lake County are being encouraged to register to vote or update their current information. Lake Co News reports the Office of the Registrar of Voters reminding this on National Voter Registration Day, today. Some voters can register online now too, at https://registertovote.ca.gov/ or in person at the Office of the Registrar of Voters on the second floor of the Lake County Courthouse in Lakeport. You can also do it at the DMV, city clerk’s offices, public libraries and post offices. Some 16 and 17 year old’s can also preregister to vote to vote in the general election next year.

August real estate numbers released by the Lake County Association of 
Realtors showing sales mostly flat or down compared to a year ago. The 
median sales price in August a smidgen under $260,000, which was up 
about 2.8 percent from the July median and down a point from last August.  
The president of the Association says demand is showing signs of improving 
due to lower rates on loans, but says buyers are still cautious because of 
economic and market uncertainty which continues.

https://registertovote.ca.gov/
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A school in Northern Calif. the first to have a school desegregation order in 
about fifty years. The k-8th grade school has a motto, “All cultures. All faiths. 
All races. All abilities. All gender identities … The future is welcome at 
Willow Creek Academy.” The Press Democrat reports the school in 
Sausalito is noted as one of the state’s top charter schools. But a state 
review reportedly found the only other school, a traditional public school 
nearby, Martin Luther King Jr. Academy which has mostly African American 
and Latino students needs reforming due to past inequities. After a 
desegregation complaint by the California Atty. Gen. Xavier Becerra, the 
district now has to treat kids at MLK differently. Some folks just want the two 
schools combined and some decrying that Willow Creek Academy would 
never do anything to hurt its mostly minority sister school.

A big tortoise somehow gets away from its owner and ends up in someone 
else’s yard, is now back home. 41-year-old Dino the tortoise got out of his 
outdoor enclosure in Red Bluff and was found a half mile away from his 
owner. The 150-pound reptile was lured with watermelon and returned to his 
owner. Apparently it’s breeding season, one tortoise rescue agency says the 
tortoises looking for companionship is “a daily occurrence this time of year.”

The federal government strengthening its threats to sue the state of Calif. 
sending a letter warning of sanctions because of incomplete reports on 
implementing the Clean Air Act. The EPA sending a letter to the California 
Air Resources Board saying Calif has the “worst air quality in the United 
States” and didn’t follow thru on the “most basic tasks” under the federal 
law. The EPA giving the state until October 10th to rescind the “incomplete” 
plans and send new reports on more than 80 municipalities the government 
says is in noncompliance.

An Amber Alert is canceled for a toddler who police say was abducted by 
his father after the pair are found dead. The Tuolumne County Sheriff’s 
Office only said two bodies connected to the Amber Alert over the weekend 
were found at a remote campsite, but they’ve not formally identified them as 
father Steven Weir and toddler John. There was an alert to find the dad 
Friday. He was last seen Friday night in Merced. They further said he was 
armed and dangerous and driving a red 2005 Hyundai Elantra.

PG&E has moved forward cutting power to 24,000 customers in Northern 
Calif after dangerous weather conditions. The largest utility in the nation 
cuts power to areas of Butte, Nevada and Yuba counties in the Sierra 
Nevada foothills until conditions are deemed safer. They also warned they 
may do the same in El Dorado, Placer, Sutter, Lake, Napa and Sonoma 
counties if gusty winds and hot, dry weather continues, but yesterday 
afternoon dialed some of that back. At the same time, Southern California 
Edison has also warned they could turn power off for 41,000 customers due 
to forecasts calling for gusty Santa Ana winds. You may recall there was a 
power shut off last October for 87,000 PG&E customers, but they canceled 
plans to turn power off just before the Camp Fire which devastated the town 
of Paradise.

A health advisory has been issued by the California Department of Public 
Health on vaping.  The agency is urging Californians to refrain from vaping, 
no matter the substance or source while they fully investigate effects. It 
follows an executive order signed by Governor Newsom last week due to 
the growing use by youth. As of yesterday the Dept. of Public Health says it 
had received reports about 90 people with a history of vaping ending up in 
the hospital with severe breathing issues and lung damage. Two people 
have also died. In the U-S, there have been more than 500 reports of lung 
damage due to vaping in 38 states and 1 U.S. territory.



Plans being discussed for eight new homes in Ukiah in the 200 block of 
West Gobbi St. The Ukiah Design Review Board will consider the plans for 
the homes tomorrow from the development company, Guillon Inc. The 
company requesting a Site Development Permit for Gobbi Commons for 
attached and detached single family homes. Each of the proposed homes 
will have two car garages, front porches and back patios. Planning staffers 
noting the developer will need a rezone which will go before the Planning 
Commission and City Council. Both entities have to approve a Major Site 
Development Permit. The Design Review Board meets tomorrow at 3 p.m.

The D-A in Mendocino County sends a scathing letter to the Willits Police 
Chief regarding a cop in Willits with a misconduct mark on his record. 
District Attorney David Eyster criticizing the police chief for not releasing the 
information on Jacob Jones who was hired a few months ago after leaving 
Eureka. The D-A’s letter says the information should have been disclosed 
as required by so-called Brady obligations. A Supreme Court case saying 
prosecutors have to turn over evidence that may find guilt or innocence of a 
defendant. Jones accused of making a false statement, trying to hide 
defective or incompetent work, and failing to accurately document a use of 
force, which he was sanctioned for. Eyster says all of that makes him unable 
to serve as a competent witness in Mendocino County.

PG&E shuts down power to 700 residents in Santa Rosa after first saying it 
may have to put 34,000 in Sonoma County in the dark. The move because 
of fire weather, started this morning. There are also 700 PG&E customers in 
Napa County near Calistoga, Lake Berryessa and Napa who were targeted 
to also lose power, but that was not independently confirmed. A PG&E 
spokeswoman says another 47,000 in Butte, Nevada, Yuba, Placer and 
Plumas counties were also on the line to lose power. It all comes after 
forecasts for hot temperatures and dry winds.

The Clearlake City Council discussing if it should restart the city’s rental 
inspection housing program. The program’s been dormant about ten years. 
The police chief sent a report to the council saying the city’s previous rental 
inspection housing program from 2001 was in response to dilapidated 
dwelling units so landlords would improve their properties at the same time 
meeting City cody requirements. The old ordinance calls for all units for rent 
or lease would have to be inspected and registered depending on 
compliance.  The program was tabled in 2005 at the request of an interim 
city administrator. There are other matters on the agenda with several 
abatement orders ignored for illegal outdoor cannabis cultivation.

A woman from Hidden Valley Lake injured in a car crash near Middletown 
was arrested for DUI. Cops say 45 year old Jennifer Legrand was driving 
alone Monday night, headed east on Hwy 29 near Hartmann Road then 
veered off the highway, down an embankment and hit a bunch of rocks, 
then finally stopped in a grass field. She had injuries on her face and had to 
be airlifted to a hospital. She was arrested after the crash.

Emergency rescues being workshopped by a task force of first responders. 
They hailed from all over Mendocino County, Cal Fire, the Lake County 
Sheriff Dept., Northshore Fire, South Coast, Redwood Coast, Little Lake 
(Willits), Hopland and Ukiah Valley all in Lake County to train yesterday. 
There were about 3 dozen firefighters there. Crews learning to better deal 
with obstacles from a helicopter on the ground like wind and crowd control. 
They simulated rescues with a rescue basket off the chopper too.
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A tiny house community is coming to Chico. Simplicity Village, as it’s being 
called, was approved by the City Council last night. They’d already given the 
project the green light in May. It’ll have 33 emergency sleeping cabins and 
portable units, one central kitchen and dining area and other facilities 
including laundry machines, showers and more. They’re supposed to be 
used temporarily because they’re being built after a declaration of a 
homeless shelter crisis after the Camp fire. The homes to be used for more 
than 40 local seniors who are either homeless or at risk. There’s a building 
nearby appealing, but the City Council denied it.

A health advisory has been issued by the California Department of Public 
Health on vaping.  The agency is urging Californians to refrain from vaping, 
no matter the substance or source while they fully investigate effects. It 
follows an executive order signed by Governor Newsom last week due to 
the growing use by youth. As of yesterday the Dept. of Public Health says it 
had received reports about 90 people with a history of vaping ending up in 
the hospital with severe breathing issues and lung damage. Two people 
have also died. In the U-S, there have been more than 500 reports of lung 
damage due to vaping in 38 states and 1 U.S. territory.

Plans being discussed for eight new homes in Ukiah in the 200 block of 
West Gobbi St. The Ukiah Design Review Board will consider the plans for 
the homes tomorrow from the development company, Guillon Inc. The 
company requesting a Site Development Permit for Gobbi Commons for 
attached and detached single family homes. Each of the proposed homes 
will have two car garages, front porches and back patios. Planning staffers 
noting the developer will need a rezone which will go before the Planning 
Commission and City Council. Both entities have to approve a Major Site 
Development Permit. The Design Review Board meets tomorrow at 3 p.m.

The D-A in Mendocino County sends a scathing letter to the Willits Police 
Chief regarding a cop in Willits with a misconduct mark on his record. 
District Attorney David Eyster criticizing the police chief for not releasing the 
information on Jacob Jones who was hired a few months ago after leaving 
Eureka. The D-A’s letter says the information should have been disclosed 
as required by so-called Brady obligations. A Supreme Court case saying 
prosecutors have to turn over evidence that may find guilt or innocence of a 
defendant. Jones accused of making a false statement, trying to hide 
defective or incompetent work, and failing to accurately document a use of 
force, which he was sanctioned for. Eyster says all of that makes him unable 
to serve as a competent witness in Mendocino County.

PG&E shuts down power to 700 residents in Santa Rosa after first saying it 
may have to put 34,000 in Sonoma County in the dark. The move because 
of fire weather, started this morning. There are also 700 PG&E customers in 
Napa County near Calistoga, Lake Berryessa and Napa who were targeted 
to also lose power, but that was not independently confirmed. A PG&E 
spokeswoman says another 47,000 in Butte, Nevada, Yuba, Placer and 
Plumas counties were also on the line to lose power. It all comes after 
forecasts for hot temperatures and dry winds.



The Clearlake City Council discussing if it should restart the city’s rental 
inspection housing program. The program’s been dormant about ten years. 
The police chief sent a report to the council saying the city’s previous rental 
inspection housing program from 2001 was in response to dilapidated 
dwelling units so landlords would improve their properties at the same time 
meeting City code requirements. The old ordinance calls for all units for rent 
or lease to be inspected and registered depending on compliance.  The 
program was tabled in 2005 at the request of an interim city administrator. 
There are other matters on the agenda with several abatement orders 
ignored for illegal outdoor cannabis cultivation.

A woman from Hidden Valley Lake injured in a car crash near Middletown 
was arrested for DUI. Cops say 45 year old Jennifer Legrand was driving 
alone Monday night, headed east on Hwy 29 near Hartmann Road then 
veered off the highway, down an embankment and hit a bunch of rocks, 
then finally stopped in a grass field. She had injuries on her face and had to 
be airlifted to a hospital. She was arrested after the crash.

Emergency rescues being workshopped by a task force of first responders. 
They hailed from all over Mendocino County, Cal Fire, the Lake County 
Sheriff Dept., Northshore Fire, South Coast, Redwood Coast, Little Lake 
(Willits), Hopland and Ukiah Valley all in Lake County to train yesterday. 
There were about 3 dozen firefighters there. Crews learning to better deal 
with obstacles from a helicopter on the ground like wind and crowd control. 
They simulated rescues with a rescue basket off the chopper too.

A tiny house community is coming to Chico. Simplicity Village, as it’s being 
called, was approved by the City Council last night. They’d already given the 
project the green light in May. It’ll have 33 emergency sleeping cabins and 
portable units, one central kitchen and dining area and other facilities 
including laundry machines, showers and more. They’re supposed to be 
used temporarily because they’re being built after a declaration of a 
homeless shelter crisis after the Camp fire. The homes to be used for more 
than 40 local seniors who are either homeless or at risk. There’s a building 
nearby appealing, but the City Council denied it.

Police Chiefs in Calif. say Prop 47 is a bust. The proposition passed 5 years 
ago to change several crimes from felonies to misdemeanors to make room 
in prison and jail. The Keep California Safe initiative was sponsored by the 
California Police Chiefs Association. Now the group says there’s been a 
massive peak in theft and they cannot prosecute the crimes effectively 
because of Prop 47. The group also says there have been massive losses 
in the billion dollar range. They say too that some retailers may not even 
report crimes which meet the felony threshold leading to inaccurate reports 
on the effects of Prop 47.

Prison officials in Calif. stop trying to get warring gangs in prison to be 
friends. An experiment to quell the fighting and sometimes riots, instead 
allowing them to mingle in prison yards where they recreate. They tried 
about a year ago, slowly letting prisoners from warring gangs spill into the 
same recreation yards so they could potentially make peace with each 
other, it also loosened some tight restrictions keeping gang members locked 
up in cells for long periods of time without going outdoors so they could 
shorten their sentences. But now they say the whole thing was a bust, with 
prison officials looking at other options for a peaceful resolution and a way 
to safely house them.
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The old Redwood Youth Hostel is being demolished because the building is 
in disrepair.  Kym Kemp reporting there are public safety concerns, major 
structural damage, seismic deficiencies, vandalism, and sensitivity to the 
cultural importance of the site for the Tolowa and Yurok people. Redwood 
National and State Parks are taking down the hostel in coming days after 
almost 20 years of work by the National Park Service, then in 2008 more 
issues were found with fixes estimated at more than $700,000. Rot and 
damage found later along with needed seismic retrofit work, structural repair 
and waste treatment fixes coming in at over $1.5 million, more than the 
building is worth. It closed in 2010 and since then vandals and squatters 
have been inside.

Plans presented at a town hall in Fort Bragg on the mill site, overlooking  

Plans presented at a town hall in Fort Bragg on the mill site, overlooking the 
coast. The 400 or so acres will be the site of a massive development effort. 
One of the owners and a consultant at the Town Hall talking about part of 
the site being developed. Seven acres get their immediate attention. The 
south side of the property to get commercial and residential buildings with a 
parklike atmosphere and a “Gateway to the City” vibe. They say there will be 
almost 50 units, for workforce housing and a grocery store. The project 
seems pretty far off right now, with groundbreaking not planned for at least 
two years. Also on the site, Skunk Train plans for development including a 
stained-glass lighthouse/depot, a resort hotel, commercial development and 
blocks of nearly car-free medium-to high-density neighborhoods.

A free town hall planned by the Mendocino Cannabis Alliance along with the 
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors Cannabis Economic Development 
Ad Hoc Committee to discuss the economy. The town hall set for next 
Monday so local stakeholders and others with interest in the Cannabis 
industry can give input and ask questions. They’ll also discuss the Alliance’s 
new membership program for cannabis businesses and community 
members. It’s all happening at the Ukiah Valley Conference Center at 3:30 
pm and it’s open to the public.

For more information about this topic, go to info@ mendocannabis.com.

Candidates starting to pop up ahead of next year’s elections. The Record 
Bee reports there are three county supervisor seats open and one superior 
court judgeship. Signatures were being accepted on petitions, but the 
deadline for that is November 6th, in just about 5 weeks, due to the earlier 
primary in March. Starting Nov. 12th those interested can officially declare 
their candidacy with the county, the deadline for that on December 6th. All 
of the info for candidates is available online at the government 
website, lakecouty.ca.gov. Voter information guides to be mailed out by late 
January or early February for the primary and also in early February, vote-
by-mail ballots will be sent.

Coffee with a Cop planned in Lakeport. The Police Dept. inviting community members and business owners alike to join them for coffee and chit chat next Wednesday, National Coffee with a Cop Day. The event to be held at Renee’s Café from 7 to 10 a.m. The event across the country looks to break down barriers between police officers and citizens without an agenda, just flowing conversations with Q&A. For more info, call the police chief at 707-263-5491 or visit the event’s Facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/events/922044044822534/


Lower numbers recorded for Southern sea otters off the coast of California 
after peaking numbers just a few years ago. A new report by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and U.S. Geological Survey showing from 
2016 the three-year average population index dropped this year to just 
under 3,000, about 166 less than the 2018 survey. They are a protected 
species under the federal Endangered Species Act and Marine Mammal 
Protection Act and are a fully protected species under California law.

They give a good indication of ocean health and help kelp forests and 
seagrass beds stay in balance.

A man believed to have been connected to the shooting death of another 
man in Rio Dell is being called a person of interest. Kym Kemp reporting 
Demetrius Coleman is named by the Rio Dell Police Dept. as possibly 
connected in the August 29th shooting death of Johnny Renfro. The news 
site says police have gathered cell phones, computers, recordings and other 
items which has all been sent to a lab for analysis. After that they can 
potentially arrest the man, according to the news site. Police still seeking a 
motive.

A woman reported missing has been found safe. On the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Facebook page a couple days ago, a post about 33 year old 
Heather Hatton missing. It had her picture and her description. She had 
vanished after midnight Tuesday in the Brooktrails area, last seen walking 
by Robinson Rd. and Daphne Way. The next day the Sheriff’s Facebook 
page noted the woman as found.

PG&E being criticized for the way it handled the first set of public power 
safety shutoffs in Sonoma County. The utility first warned there could be 
thousands in the dark due to dry, windy weather, then turned off power 
Wednesday morning to more than 700 customers northeast of Santa Rosa. 
Thousands were told to be ready, then at the last minute, it was never mind. 
There have been multiple advisories and warnings going out to customers 
about the intended shutoffs after a warning from the National Weather 
Service on increased fire danger for the North Bay. It did get pretty hot in 
the area, but didn’t get very windy. Some Sonoma County Supervisors not 
very happy about the way the alerts were handled.

The end of an era, the old J’s Amusement Park along the Russian River is 
cleared out finally. The last bits of the long closed amusement park taken 
out this week to make way for a new development featuring a deluxe 
“glamping” resort with a grand opening set for the summer of 2021. A 
company that produces upscale events and provides luxury tents and 
accessories own the property now. They’re calling it River Electric. There 
will be a pool, lawn, lounging deck, cabanas, lawn games and a pool house 
with showers. rest rooms and changing rooms. They will offer overnight 
lodging in high end canvas tents, some will even be fully furnished.

Application deadline upcoming for cannabis cultivation permits in Mendocino 
County. The application window for “Phase One” is next Friday, October 4th. 
But it’s only for those who can prove they have grown previously in 
Mendocino County. The application has to be turned in to the Planning and 
Building Services department by October 4th at 5 p.m. Those who do apply 
will also have to go thru a preliminary review, then they will be notified in 
writing if they qualify. If you do qualify, you’ll be told how to finish up your 
submission and make payment. For more information, please 
contact cannabisprogram@mendocinocounty.org or visit the Mendocino 
County webpages for Cannabis Cultivation, Cannabis Permits & Licenses, 
and Cannabis FAQ.
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North Coast Congressman Jared Huffman weighing in the calls for the 
President to be impeached. A statement released by Huffman yesterday 
saying the president obstructed justice, has conflicts of interest and 
contempt for the rule of law, all of that, amounting to high crimes and 
misdemeanors described in the Constitution. He went on to say the 
president’s efforts to get the Ukranian government to help his reelection bid 
and them subsequently trying to cover up a whistleblower’s report 
undermines the nation’s system of checks and balances and is a historic 
tipping point.  He says he strongly supports the work to hold President 
Trump accountable.

One of the Mendocino County Supervisors is headed to Washington D.C. At 
the end of next month, Supervisor John Haschak will travel to the Capitol to 
go to lobbying meetings and to try to get more disaster recovery funds for 
the County after the devastating fires of 2017 and 2018. His travel approved 
at the last Supervisor meeting for the Oct. 28th trip. Per protocol, such trips 
must be approved at a public meeting. The trip is with other representatives 
for the Rebuild NorthBay Foundation, including those from Butte, Napa, 
Sonoma and Lake counties.

Another trial for a man from Ukiah already found guilty of raping a minor. It’s 
the fourth trial for 23 year old Zachary Barajas who a jury says forcibly raped 
a minor. He’s also charged with other sexual crimes against the victim. The 
Mendocino County DA says the jury couldn’t reach a verdict on other crimes 
though. There was also a second victim, the same or similar charges 
against the guy for that offense with the jury failing to reach a unanimous 
verdict. He was booked on no bail after that trial and wasn’t sentenced until 
he can be tried again for the second victim. That court proceeding starts 
November 19th.

Congressman Jared Huffman getting behind legislation to protect banks 
working with cannabis-related businesses. The legislation is for areas of the 
country where marijuana has been legalized for medical and recreational 
use. The SAFE Banking Act passed the house which Huffman says was an 
important first step for those following the law but unable to access financial 
services. The bill touted as reducing public safety impacts of cash-only 
businesses, addressing inequities in the cannabis industry, allowing anyone 
legally operating under state law to access traditional credit union and 
banking services, and would not restrict the industry for businesses who can 
self-fund or get private investors.

A man who owns an RV park in Lake County out of luck in his appeal for an 
extension on restrictions on noise and how long guests can stay. The Lake 
County Board of Supervisors said no to the extension for Calico Cat RV 
Park owner Dan Kelly on his major use permit which had just been renewed. 
He says he has cancer and the conditions for a maximum volume and 
limiting certain activities and the length of a stay for guests will put him out 
of business. He wants to sell.  Kelly says he did not get the proper 
notification and missed the date to appeal.

A man at the Robinson Rancheria Casino busted with a gun. Lake County 
sheriff’s office reports getting a call yesterday morning on an unrelated 
matter and found Leopoldo Bravo had a warrant out for his arrest and a 
stolen handgun in his vehicle. The Kelseyville man arrested and held in jail 
after surveillance footage showed he was in a red pickup truck that had 
been stolen. Then when they searched, the gun was uncovered. He 
admitted he drove the truck to the casino but said he didn’t know how the 
gun got there. Cops found out later he was a gang member and had a 
history of weapons and drug charges on his record.



For more information about QIC, or to have the Web-Ex Link emailed to you,

calling (707) 472-2358.

-The homeless shelter allowance has increased from $143.00 to $152.06

FEMA is going to put money forth to help Butte County pay to remove some 
hazardous trees after the Camp fire. A government hazard tree removal 
program will pay for the trees on private property to be removed so they 
can’t fall on public roads and facilities, but they will not take out others that 
may fall on homes. The Butte County Board of Supervisors and the 
Paradise Town Council have to pass emergency ordinances before the work 
can begin though. And community members have to sign right of 
entry forms giving permission, like they’ve previously done for debris clean-
up. The Governor’s Office of Emergency Services reportedly working with 
federal officials for the money for Paradise and Butte County.

A man from Laytonville accused of domestic violence has been cleared. The 
Mendocino County DA reports the jury acquitted 30 year old David Nielsen 
of charges of domestic battery, child endangerment, and taking a cell phone 
so the alleged victim couldn’t call 9-1-1, all misdemeanors. The trial lasted 
three days.

A man from Fort Bragg accused of being a serial arsonist has been sent to 
prison. The Mendocino County DA reports 62 year old Ted Demits got 5 and 
a half years after admitting arson of an inhabited dwelling and animal abuse, 
both felonies. He has to also register as an arson offender for life after 
finishing the prison sentence. He will get no credit for time served as part of 
his plea deal. It stems from the fire set at a female friend’s trailer and car 
while she was not there. Her dog was also in the trailer and died.

A man from Covelo has been arrested after cops say he was on drugs and 
had a gun. Round Valley Police say Luis “Boo” Oliver seemed high on 
something and in possession of a firearm during a traffic stop. He was 
detained so backup officers could get there and check his car. Mendo 
deputies say he had a controlled substance, drug paraphernalia, and a large 
capacity magazine in his possession. And after checking his background, 
found he was prohibited from possessing ammunition and firearms and he 
was out on bail at the time. He was arrested for several crimes, including 
felon in possession of a firearm, committing a criminal offense while on bail 
and, possession of a controlled substance while in possession of a firearm. 
He was held on $60,000 bail.

A joint meeting’s planned for the Mendocino County Behavioral Health and 
Recovery Services Act and the Quality Improvement Committee. Next 
Wednesday the meeting at the Consolidated Tribal Health Project in 
Redwood Valley to go over Behavioral Health services and Mental Health 
Services Act programs in Mendocino County. They’re encouraging 
members of the public, consumers, family members, service providers, and 
community agencies to come to the meeting and ask questions, share 
ideas, provide feedback, and to give recommendations for improvement of 
the Behavioral Health system of care in the community.

please contact William Riley, by e-mailing rileyw@mendocinocounty.org or 
by

SNAP or food stamps assistance is being adjusted by the federal 
government. So CalFresh is informing those across the state of the 
changes. And in Mendocino County, they’re putting out the word that 
monthly benefits change starting next Tuesday. The money being give to 
homeless shelters have gone up and deductions for tax purposes have 
changed. Maximum excess shelter deduction has increased from $552.00 to 
$569.00

mailto:rileyw@mendocinocounty.org


The Standard Deductions for FFY 2020 are:

1 to 3 persons $167.00

4 persons $178.00

5 persons $209.00

6 or more persons $240.00

-The Standard Utility Allowance (SUA) increased from $415.00 to $432.00

-The Limited Utility Allowance (LUA) increased from $130.00 to $135.00

-The Telephone Utility Allowance (TUA) remains the same at $18.00

If you have any questions about how these changes may affect your 
benefits, you can contact your local Mendocino County Health and Human 
Service Agency office on the coast at 764 S. Franklin Street, Fort Bragg or 
inland at 737 S. State Street, Ukiah. You can also call the coastal office toll 
free at 1-877-327-1677 or the inland office at 1-877-327-1711.

A crowdfunding campaign started for the New Paradigm College. Denise 
Rushing, one of the founders and Executive Director of the new school has 
announced “Founders 2020”. She says they’re going this route instead of 
Wall Street bank loans for seed funding, instead, turning to those who care 
about the local economy, and Lake County specifically. So with the 
community in mind, they’re focusing on ecological regeneration of local 
forests and wetlands. They’re looking to help regenerate the Lake County 
ecosystem as their key focus. With all of that in mind, they’re trying to raise 
$200,000 in seed funding before November 15, 2020 from two thousand 
and twenty individual donors–or “2020 by 2020”.  The “Founders 2020” 
campaign runs between now and November 15, 2019.

To learn more about NPC’s fundraising campaign, peer-to-peer 
crowdfunding, or becoming an “NPC Champion” visit 
http://www.NPC2020.net.

Three family members from Lake County are going to prison for the murder 
of a woman in 2017. The Press Democrat reports the three pleaded guilty or 
no contest back in July to the murder of Antonio Botello-Arreola who was 
dating Maria Torres. Then Torres husband Rene Espinoza Martinez and 
their son Rene, Jr. found out about the affair and conspired with the woman 
to kill her lover. Court papers say Botello-Arreola was lured by Torres to a 
remote location in the middle of the night and then Torres husband and son 
shot Botello-Arreola several times, then the trio all threw rocks at the victim’s 
head and she was stabbed repeatedly. Espinoza, Sr got 50 years to life in 
prison. Torres got 25 years to life in prison. And the younger Martinez was 
sentenced to 15 years to life.

Someone’s body’s been found after a mobile home burned down in Graton. 
The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office reports getting calls to the mobile home 
finding the fire spread from the mobile home to nearby brush. No word how 
the fire started, but a body was found there and is yet to be identified.

The near end of the Bull Kelp crop on the Mendocino Coast decimating the 
red sea urchin fishery. What was a booming industry about 30 years ago, 
much smaller after an invasion of purple urchins take over the ecosystem. 
The Governor’s office reports red urchin landings in 2016 and 2017 down 
almost 80% in the Northern sector. And it’s apparently not adding in losses 
to fish processors and related services in Fort Bragg. The northern red sea 
urchin seasons of 2016-17 have been declared federal fishery disasters so 
now there may be disaster assistance headed to the area.

http://www.npc2020.net/
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The Gov. signing into law a bill for faster development of supportive housing 
and homelessness shelters. Governor Newsom has signed a group of bills 
that deal with the homeless, one starts right away for the city of Los Angeles 
to go around areas of the California Environmental Quality Act so more 
supportive housing and shelters can be built. One of the other bills allows 
Orange and Alameda counties along with the city of San Jose to declare 
emergencies and build shelters on publicly owned land. And another to 
convert hotels into housing and bypass environmental reviews.

A man from Clearlake Oaks has been arrested after an arson fire near a 
senior’s apartment complex. Cal Fire investigators responded after the fire 
burned a small area of grass and damaged a fence near Hwy 20 and Lake 
Street. 35 year old Matthew Miravalle was arrested and found to be an 
arson registrant, he was apparently seen just before the fire started. Major 
Crimes Detectives and Cal Fire investigators say he admitted he started the 
fire and two others in Clearlake Oaks in June. He’s charged with Aggravated 
Arson with a Prior, Arson, Unlawfully Causing a fire and a probation 
violation.  Miravelle remains in custody on a no bail hold.

An appeal is being considered by the Ukiah City Council after the planning 
commission denied a waiver for a cannabis microbusiness that wanted to 
open near a church and mobile home park. The building on E. Smith Street. 
The owner of Wine Country Cannasseurs wants to grow indoors and have a 
retail outlet, but the Pentecostal United Church is nearby. The cannabis 
company owner made a deal apparently to close during hours of church 
services. But the Planning Commission said it was too close to the Circle 
Trailer Park as well. City staffers are recommending the City Council follow 
suit and turn the business owner down for that location.

A domestic violence call in Covelo ends in the arrest of a woman. Police say 
they got a call Friday and found the couple were living together and the man 
said the woman, Tonikali Sema became violent after an argument. He says 
he tried to calm her down and she left, then he locked the door and called 
the Sheriff’s office. Deputies say the man had minor injuries matching his 
story, but he declined medical treatment at the scene. Sema was arrested 
for domestic violence battery and was booked into the Mendocino County 
Jail on $25,000.00 bail.

Four men in Ukiah have been arrested after reports of someone shooting a 
gun. Deputies had a report early last Thursday and found a 2017 Toyota 
Tacoma pickup parked nearby without lights on, but when they got there the 
lights went on and the truck took off onto Highway 101. They got off the 
highway and several people got out of the truck. A deputy who was 
following parked behind them and saw one Hispanic man running with what 
he thought was an assault rifle, jump over a gate and run onto vineyard 
property. Another deputy found four people by the truck and detained them, 
finding a large capacity rifle magazine. Then another stolen semi-
automatic rifle and a loaded stolen revolver. They could also smell weed in 
the truck and found more ammo. The four arrested on several charges 
including burglary, possession of an assault weapon and conspiracy.



The General and Area Plans in Lake County are on the Lake County Board 
of Supervisors agenda. County Staff have reportedly put the items on the 
agenda for the meeting tomorrow. It comes a couple weeks after public 
complaints regarding planned Dollar General stores in Lake County and 
other new retailers. The Record Bee reports heated debate a couple weeks 
ago with one supervisor telling folks if they don’t like a certain store, not to 
patronize it. Dollar General is looking to expand.  Also on the agenda the 
board will consider their official responses to the Grand Jury report on 
the county’s jail system, veteran services office, animal control system and 
fire protection districts. The board is required to respond, and drafted 
responses have apparently already been prepared. The board agreeing with 
10 of the complaints in the report, disagrees with six, and affirms neutrality 
on one.

Boaters and recreational lake users told to avoid direct contact with/or use 
waters of Clear Lake due to toxins in Lake County. This is due to the 
potential health risks after low levels of anatoxin were detected in three (3) 
out of five (5) samples taken September 17th. Algae toxin testing in the lake 
is done routinely and for issues found, warning signs are posted. This is a 
lower level than would normally trigger a warning, but the Interim Public 
Health Officer is encouraging those using the lake to be cautious in affected 
areas. Signs are up at Redbud Park and further testing will be done this 
week. For more information, please visit: California Harmful Algal Blooms 
Portal: https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/

A new program’s being offered for victims of human trafficking in Lake 
County. The Lake Family Resource Center says Lake County is a prime 
area for this sort of criminal activity and they offering services including case 
management, safety planning, social and criminal justice advocacy, 
community crisis line response, restraining order assistance, support 
groups, psychotherapy, and emergency shelter and housing establishment 
assistance. Call the center at 707-279-0563 to find out more about their 
services.

State environmental leaders supposed to meet with members of the Trump 
administration’s Environmental Protection Agency, but the meeting has 
reportedly been called off. The EPA was accusing Calif. of not protecting air 
and water in the state, then canceled a meeting set for Wednesday. An EPA 
spokesperson says they are trying to find a time later in the year to 
reschedule the meeting. The Calif. EPA says they were surprised by the 
abrupt change in plans, saying their dept. is dismayed and the whole 
situation has become petty. Calif. is suing the Trump administration with 
over 30 pending suits challenging weakening environmental protections.

A bear’s been caught on video at a Mendocino County vineyard chowing 
down on grapes. The Press Democrat’s posted video of the black bear 
wandering around at Navarro Vineyards. The vineyard about 70 miles north 
of Santa Rosa caught the visit, but only eating the pinot noir grapes. There 
are apparently 7 other varieties on the vine. One of the co-owners says the 
bear went for the premium fruit, saying they’re actually glad to have the bear 
around. Apparently they had cameras put in to catch the animal but only 
saw him this year. They then posted a bunch of the videos on Facebook for 
all to see. The video had several thousand views. The vineyard owner says 
they expect their visitor to pop in again before the harvest season starts 
next month.

https://mywaterquality.ca.gov/habs/?fbclid=IwAR3vgXvZnPANYHwwGDgyOK_opP0CcHZmSY6PDd3BcAbFX7yAj3aFUiJx4VM


A new poll shows folks in California are behind a new state law on vaccine 
exemptions for school kids. The UC Berkeley Institute of Governmental 
Studies poll by the Los Angeles Times shows 90% of Democrats and 73% 
of Republicans want more immunization rates at schools and daycare 
facilities. And they support the California Department of Public Health 
having oversight on exemptions with the authority to potentially reject a 
doctor’s determination a child should skip all or some of their shots. The poll 
showed 8 out of every 10 voters surveyed liked the new law. The poll came 
after the Governor signed a new law for a state review of vaccine 
exemptions issued by doctors to find exemptions given for non-medical 
reasons.

A man from Northern Calif. in trouble with the federal government, accused 
of being a spy. The U.S. Attorney David Anderson reports 56-year-old 
Xuehua (Edward) Peng of Hayward was charged with being an illegal 
foreign agent and giving classified national security information to Chinese 
officials. The complaint says the man got the classified info on behalf of the 
Chinese Government and at their direction, crimes included delivering 
information, payments, and carrying secure digital cards to Beijing with 
classified information related to U.S. national security from 2015 to 2018. He 
was arrested Friday and was being held without bond.
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