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It is now OK to have certain fireworks in Lakeport—until the 4th. That is the 
only place in Lake or Mendocino Counties where fireworks are legal. The 
“Safe and Sane” fireworks rules are only in effect until the holiday. They don’t 
cover things like bottle rockets, roman candles, or anything that flies or moves 
uncontrollably on the ground. Even though you CAN use fireworks in parts of 
the city limits with those restrictions, Police Chief Brad Rasmussen and Fire 
Chief Jeffrey Thomas want anyone who does to be very, very careful given the 
dry conditions. The city will have a street team of police and firefighters on the 
fourth to make sure things don’t get out of hand.
Cal Fire is worried about the Fourth. Director Cal Porter says there is zero-
tolerance for illegal fireworks across the state. Anyone caught with them can 
face a big fine and is liable for damage from any fire they cause. Case in point 
this morning about just HOW dangerous those illegal pyrotechnics can be. At 
least 16 people, including police officers, were hurt in a CONTROLLED 
detonation of a cache of illegal homemade fireworks in LA on Wednesday 
night.

Cal Fire crews remain on the scene of a wildfire in Shasta County. The Lava 
Fire near Mount Shasta has burned more than 17,000 acres and was 19 percent 
contained at last report. 3,500 people have been evacuated.

The Fourth of July weekend is not a holiday off for the men and women of 
CHP. CHP says it is all hands on deck for a Maximum Enforcement Period 
starting at 6:01 PM tomorrow through 11:59 PM on Monday the 5th. That 
means officers will be looking out for drunk drivers, distracted drivers, and 
speeders. They will also target road rage and aggressive driving. If your travels 
take you along I-5, keep it under the limit. CHP says its plans promise extra 
speed patrols on that long corridor. State police in both Washington State and 
Oregon are also part of that multi-state Interstate crackdown. CHP 
Commissioner Amanda Ray says everyone can help by staying sober and 
keeping their cool on the highways. Statistically, anyway, the next five days 
are among the most dangerous times on roads in California and the rest of the 
US as well.
This holiday promises a lot more to do than during the pandemic summer of 
20-20. One of those events starts TODAY when the midway carnival of fun 
opens at Austin Park on Lakeshore Drive in Clearlake. It runs from 4 this 
afternoon to 10 tonight. 4 to 10 TOMORROW, Noon to Midnight on Saturday, 
and noon to 8 on Sunday, the fourth.

Organizers of the Lake County Fair are getting ready for its return. The fair 
was canceled last fall, but this year, i is all systems go for September 2nd 
through the 5th. Entries for the fair opened TODAY, and pre-sale tickets go on 
sale in August. This year’s theme is “Race to the Lake County Fair.” If you 
would like to be a commercial or concession vendor, the email is rentals.



The new fiscal year brings a new budget for the City of Lakeport. Lake Co 
News reports that a 21.5 million dollar spending plan makes up for some of the 
priorities put off because of the pandemic. Revenue is projected to 17.4 million 
dollars. The difference includes money already brought in from a sewer 
expansion project already going on and money from 2017 storm repairs. 
Finance Director Nick Walker says this will be a busy few months for the city. 
Among the capital projects in the works—upgrades at City Hall, new sewer 
and pump stations, and the South Lakeport loop water main. City Manager 
Kevin Ingram says while 20-20 was challenging, the city did NOT see its worst 
money fears come true.

Ukiah Police have arrested a woman from Fresno and charged her with identity 
theft. Police say an employee of Redwood Ford got suspicious when that 
woman, identified as 36-year-old Antoinette Florez, gave a funny-looking 
California Driver’s license when making a down payment on a new car. Cops 
later tracked Florez to a nearby restaurant, where they say she admitted trying 
to use someone else’s name to buy a car. They also say a search of the vehicle 
Florez was driving turned up California Identification Cards and California 
Driver Licenses that did not belong to her. They also report finding credit and 
debit cars not in her name either. Florez already had an active warrant out of 
Fresno County and was on community supervision for an earlier impersonation 
case. She was released without bail under Covid-19 bail rules.

A man from Santa Rosa is being held without bail after Mendocino County 
Deputies say they found drugs during a traffic stop in Callpella. Officers also 
say 39-year-old Tony Smith had an active warrant out of Sonoma County for 
probation\ when they pulled him over on North State Street for a code 
violation. Deputies say they found suspected morphine pills in his vehicle 
during their probable cause search, so he faces possession and sale charges.

A woman from El Dorado County is in Mendocino County jail on $10,000 bail 
after deputies arrested her on an out-of-county warrant. Police say they picked 
up Saundra Vasquez on that probation violation warrant out of El Dorado 
County after a stop for expired registration on West Road in Redwood Valley.
CalFire is again warning about illegal fireworks as the Fourth of July gets 
closer. Officials say a fireworks interdiction operation has seized almost 
80,000 pounds of illegal devices and led to 215 citations and 3 arrests around 
the state. The dry weather is a major concern.
The so-called Lava Fire near Mount Shasta is now about a quarter to full 
containment. More than 3,500 people have been evacuated from that fire zone. 
It is the largest of several fires burning in Northern California.

The Ukiah City Council continues to talk about some property in the Western 
Hills. The Ukiah Daily Journal reports that the council held a closed-door 
meeting this week to discuss a possible land donation there. The was no report 
made out of that private session. The Ukiah Planning Commission put off a 
vote last month on a land donation that could have meant more development in 
the Western Hills above the city. Residents in that area are concerned about 
more development there, citing population, environmental, and fire concerns. 
Last year, a city official said that any property donation would be part of a 
long-term vision and protect trees and wildlife in the Western Hills.
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A bail review hearing for a woman accused of Gross Vehicular Manslaughter 
and other charges related to the deaths of two people on Highway 29 near 
Middletown in March has been continued. The Lake County Record-Bee 
reports 22-year-old Keilah Coyne of Novato is due back in court for that 
hearing on July 12. Prosecutors say Coyne was impaired when her pickup 
crossed the center line and hit a van head-on, killing two people from 
Clearlake. Coyne’s lawyer wants more time to get his client into a residential 
treatment program. Lake County Superior Court previously found that Coyne 
IS mentally fit to stand trial. She is in jail on 2 million dollars bail.
The State Department of Finance has verified the total cost to state and local 
governments for the gubernatorial recall election at 276 million dollars. Now 
that the numbers are in, the official date will be set soon.

Lake County Covid-19 positive test and daily case rates have started to 
increase after an all-time low just a couple of weeks ago. The County Health 
Services Department calls that a disturbing trend because two new cases of that 
more dangerous Delta variant have shown up. The department says the 
vaccination is essential to keep Covid from returning. If you have not received 
a shot, the recommendation is to wear a mask in most indoor and group 
settings. The Public Health Division has recently made vaccines available for 
students in local schools and their families in partnership with School Districts 
and the Office of Education. There are several more clinics next week. You can 
find out where at the Health Department Website. Officials say the facts do not 
back up misinformation going around about the vaccine, so they hope to spread 
the word that the shots are safe and effective.

An inmate at the Lake County Jail is back behind bars after he tried to make a 
run for it. The sheriff’s office says 63-year-old Gary Gard of Kelseyville ran 
off from a work assignment on Thursday morning, but he didn’t get far. 
Surveillance video caught him tossing off his jail uniform and heading up an 
embankment on the outside. An officer driving in that area of Hill Road 
quickly spotted Gard and ordered him to stop. The prisoner complied and was 
taken in without incident. Gard was doing time for misdemeanor meth 
possession, but now he has likely delayed his eventual release. Getting INTO 
the county jail is easy if you do something wrong but getting OUT is not. 
Nobody has successfully escaped from the Lake County lockup since 2013.

If that inmate had actually gone free, he might have run into the newest 
member of the County Sherrif’s Department. Law Enforcement K-9 Rex is 
now on duty, ready to take a bite out of crime. Rex is well qualified. He is a 
two-year-old Belgian Malinois, who, along with his human partner Deputy Joe 
Lyons, just finished six weeks of training. Together, they will be assigned to 
the Enforcement Division and do a variety of jobs like tracking, searching, 
apprehending bad guys, and providing public safety demonstrations. Money for 
Rex’s K-9 pay, kibble, and treats come from several sources, including asset 
forfeiture, fundraising events, and donations from the community. You can 
donate through the Lake County Deputy Sheriff’s Association K-9 Fund on the 
sheriff’s department website.



Felony charges against three men Ukiah Police say were involved in a shooting 
on Elm Street last month. Detectives started the investigation after shots were 
fired into a residential neighborhood near the 1900 block of Elm late on June 
18th. Nobody was hurt, but there was property damage. Surveillance video led 
investigators to three suspects. Officers say they spotted two of them two days 
later on South State Street. Those men, identified as Ernesto Gomez-Silva and 
Christian Hernandez, were arrested after a struggle. The third man, identified 
as Esteban Camarillo, was picked up in the same area last week. All three are 
now facing a long list of charges, including attempted murder, gun and drug 
possession, and resisting arrest. Cops say Gomez-Silva, Hernandez, and 
Camarillo are known, gang members. The investigation is ongoing.

The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority calls a vegetation fire on Gobbi Street earlier 
this week suspicious. That fire along the tracks near the Summercreek Village 
Apartments on Village Circle briefly threatened the complex on Wednesday 
afternoon. Battalion Chief Eric Singleton tells the Ukiah Daily Journal that two 
sheds were destroyed and that his crew had to work fast to keep the fire from 
spreading further. Singleton says there is no obvious natural cause, so for now, 
he is calling it suspicious. The chief says that vegetation is burning like August 
instead of July.

Mendocino County Inland Jewish Community says some graffiti painted on at 
least two pieces of artwork is a hate crime. Swastikas were found last week on 
a mosaic piece in the Alex R Thomas Plaza and on a small mural on Church 
Street. Community Program Administrator Neil Davis tells the Ukiah Daily 
Journal that he has reported that defacement to the Ukiah Police and wants it 
handled as a hate crime. Deputy City Manager Shannon Riley says she is 
appealed by the anti-semitic graffiti and that whoever did it will be held 
accountable. You can contact Ukiah Police through their non-emergency 
number if you know anything about this case or others like it.

The wheels are turning in Lake and Mendocino County election offices now 
that there is a date for California’s gubernatorial recall vote. Voters will decide 
on September 14th if Governor Gavin Newsom stays or goes, and who would 
replace him if he is booted out. The State finance department says that vote 
will cost around $95,000 in Lake County and $87,000 in Mendocino County. 
Lake County Registrar of Voters Maria Valadez tells Lake County News her 
office will have additional information on its website as soon as it is available. 
Here is how the vote will work. Question One will ask if Newsom should be 
recalled — 50 percent or more say YES, he is out. Question TWO lists the 
candidates who would then replace him. The want-to-be Governors have until 
July 16, two weeks from today, to file their papers. 70 candidates have already 
done that.
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You may not notice it, but your fill-up for your Fourth of July get-away will 
cost just a bit more. California’s gas tax has gone up as of July 1st by six-
tenths of a cent a gallon to 51.6 cents. It goes up every year based on the 
California consumer price index. The money goes to road and bridge repairs. 
According to the website Gas Buddy dot com, gas prices in Ukiah range 
anywhere from $3.99 a gallon to $4.63 a gallon for regular this morning, 
depending on where you go. In Lakeport, that range is $4.09 to $4.55. Overall, 
California is home to the most expensive gas anywhere in the US with an 
average price of $4.28 a gallon. If you were in Mississippi, that same gallon 
would cost on average, $2.75 which is the cheapest in the country.

You won’t have to burn a lot of that expensive gas to get to a holiday parade. 
The 64th annual Redbud Parade and Festival in Clearlake starts at 11 AM 
tomorrow at Redbud Park and makes its way down Lakeshore Drive to Austin 
Park. The parade theme is, appropriately, “Stars and Stripes”. It will feature 
local marchers, a marching band, decorated floats, vintage cars, parade and 
show horses, fire and police vehicles, and more. The celebration continues all 
day at Austin Park, capped off by fireworks at dusk. The Lakeshore Lions Club 
of Clearlake sponsors the event. It is their biggest fundraiser of the year.

State Representative Mike Thompson wants money for a preliminary design 
report on the Lake County Full Circle Effluent Pipeline included in 
California’s next Budget. That $320,000 pays for a study about which 
wastewater treatment facilities are best for the effluent pipeline. That water 
could then be used for geothermal energy production or irrigation. A 
Legislative committee will look over the funding request. Lake County 
Administrative Officer Carol Huchingson tells Lake County News that 
improved water and wastewater infrastructure is vital to future growth. The 
idea of a Lake County effluent pipeline has been around since at least 2004.

Your PG&E bill could very likely go up in the next couple of years to pay for 
the utility’s 7.4 billion dollar upgrade plan. PG&E has filed papers with the 
Public Utilities Commission, outlining improvements it says will strengthen its 
system against wildfire and other risks, enhance safety and provide more 
renewable energy. If the PUC says yes, average bills could go up about 36 
dollars a month by 2023. PG&E acknowledges that would be a big hit for its 
customers, but the upgrades can’t wait. The PUC says it will thoroughly review 
the rate increase request and allow plenty of opportunity for public comment.
Another Mendocino County Drought Task Force Meeting is set. This 
Thursday, July 8th at 4:00 pm with Mendocino County Supervisors John 
Haschak and Glenn McGourty along with Executive Office Staff and 
Transportation Staff on Zoom. They’re also streaming the meeting on the 
county’s YouTube channel and Facebook page.
(https://www.youtube.com/mendocinocountyvideo) and the County’s Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/mendocinocounty/).

Please send comments or questions to: drought@mendocinocounty.org or 
call the Drought Hotline at (707) 234-6363.

https://www.youtube.com/mendocinocountyvideo
https://www.facebook.com/mendocinocounty/
mailto:drought@mendocinocounty.org


Another plan to try to arrest a man wanted for a couple of burglaries in Elk 
goes awry. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports a search set for last 
week ended without WILLIAM ALLAN EVERS, the so-called Red Bearded 
burglar. He’s described as a 40 year-old white man, about, 6 foot 1, 180 pounds 
with brown eyes, brown hair and reddish facial hair, a skull or skulls tattoo on 
his right upper arm, “Demon face” tattoo on his upper left arm and unknown 
prominent tattoo on his chest. He’s wanted on no bail for making Criminal 
Threats and should be considered ARMED AND DANGEROUS. The Sheriff’s 
office says they’ll continue smaller searches and to try working with other 
regional law enforcement to find the guy.

Here we go again, another illegal marijuana grow is found in Ukiah, and 
another in Covelo. The Sheriff’s dept. says their Marijuana Enforcement Team 
and Department of Fish & Wildlife Wardens with a search warrant went to the 
illegal cultivation sites, one on tribal land. They had been at the Ukiah site and 
detained three people and eradicated over 2,400 plants and found 80 pounds of 
freshly harvested marijuana “bud” that was destroyed too. In Covelo, the team 
with National Guard members found three men and marijuana cultivation sites, 
they detained the men, but another ran away. On that property they eradicated 
and destroyed over 4,200 plants and found 3 guns. 

Early last week a trio of local sex offenders get arrested again. Mendocino 
Detectives along with Parole Agents were out doing compliance checks of 
registered sex offenders to confirm their place of residence and make sure they 
were following their court ordered Probation or Parole conditions.  Many were 
found in compliance and released, but three were not. They are Brian Hurtado 
who officers say was in Willits and found in violation and arrested and booked 
on $75,000.00 bail. Then there was Walter Jesse Creed Jr. also in Willits and 
found in possession of items in violation of his terms and conditions, so he was 
arrested and also held on $75,000.00 bail. And finally there was David Legrand 
Cook in Redwood Valley, California. He was also found in possession of items 
in violation of his Parole terms and conditions and held though on $100,000.00 
bail.
A man in Laytonville has been arrested for Domestic Violence Battery. 
Deputies say a woman called about Glenn Clutts saying they were in an 
argument and it got physical. She says he grabbed her while she sat on a couch 
by her ankles then dragged her off the couch and spit on her and threw a 
sheathed knife at her which missed her. They observed visible injuries on one 
of her arms and arrested Clutts for felony domestic violence battery and 
booked into the Mendocino County Jail where he was to be held in lieu of 
$25,000.00 bail.

A man on the run, another in the hospital after he was shot in the chest. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports getting a call to Round Valley over 
the holiday weekend after there was a shooting following an argument with 
two men driving on Highway 162. The Sheriff’s dept. says the victim was 
taken to the Covelo Cal Fire station with a gunshot wound to the chest and said 
it happened on the side of the highway. They have not released info on the 
suspect as they are still on the run. But the scanner reported he might have 
been driving a blue truck. The two were not residents of Covelo or Mendocino 
County where the event was reported.



A man in Covelo’s been arrested after being spotted walking away from a 
parked car in a vacant lot. Deputies say there was Steve Zimmerman who they 
knew had an outstanding felony warrant for a violation of probation. The 
officers also say they saw ammunition in the vehicle Zimmerman was seen 
walking away from, so they searched the vehicle finding a .45 ACP caliber 
pistol and a loaded ammo magazine under the driver’s seat, but since he’s a 
convicted felon, he’s prohibited from possessing any firearms or 
ammunition. They say it was obvious it was his car, so they arrested him and 
held him in jail on no bail. The firearm was later found to be stolen, so more 
charges were tacked on, possession of stolen property.

Lake County Board of Supervisors looking into paying some incentives to get 
people to come to work in the county. Lake Co News reports during the same 
meeting there were a bunch of members of In-Home Supportive Services 
rallying outside on the courthouse steps. They also came and spoke to the 
board during public comment about wanting better working conditions and 
wages. They are part of the California United Homecare Workers Union Local 
4034 who also had closed negotiations with the board. The board also got 
COVID19 updates, then moved on to approve drafts of their hiring incentive 
policy, to pay cash to new employees due to being challenged finding new 
people. The county vacancy rate is 21%. The jobs that are hard to fill would get 
signing bonuses of up to $10,000.

A person in a wheelchair is recovering after being hit by a car by the Willits 
Arch. Mendo Fever reports hearing about the incident on the scanner yesterday 
that the crash happened in front of Safeway. The southbound number one lane 
of Main Street had to be closed so emergency workers could get thru. That 
included Willits police and California Fish and Game officers. The driver was 
identified only as a female with an expired driver’s license.

A call for help from Frog Woman Rock off the 101 brings out fire crews. 
Mendo Fever reports first responders were on the scene in Hopland after a call 
for help. That brought out Hopland Fire, Cloverdale Fire, and a CalStar 
helicopter. The victim was apparently “several hundred feet up the face” 
screaming for help, but rescuers were able to get them out of the area.

A grant program’s been started by PG&E for vulnerable communities so those 
in public safety power shut offs are taken care of. They’re calling it the 
Resilience Hubs Grant Program and the utility company has allocated 
$400,000 for organizations whose grant proposals meet the program’s criteria. 
They will give out chunks of money between $25,000 to $100,000 to pay for 
an evaluation to see if a community needs extreme weather-related shelter.  
Company officials say the grant program is needed as temperatures get hotter 
which increases the company’s potential for shutting off power.
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There will be competition for the Sonoma County Sheriff as one of his former 
colleagues files to run for office.  Retired Capt. Dave Edmonds says he wants 
the top job and his 3 decades of experience have prepared him to take over. He 
ran before but the current Sheriff, Mark Essick won the deputy sheriffs 
endorsement. So he dropped out.  Edmonds retired from the Sheriff’s Office 
six years ago. He says it has nothing to do with ambition and more to do with 
the way the Sheriff’s Office is being run. He says there’s a quality staff, but 
they don’t have top level leadership, which is imperative.

The public’s help is requested to find thousands of stolen fire hose swiped from 
a fire scene in Lake County. The Fire Protection District Chief Willie Sapeta 
says it happened during the Wilkinson fire June 21st in Clearlake. The fire 
prompted evacuations. The chief says the hose was there for several days for 
mop up work and for patrolling hot spots. It started he says, they believe, from 
someone refueling a generator. He says when they returned to pick up the hose 
Friday, about 2,000 feet, nozzles and brass fittings were gone. He says it’s 
worth thousands of dollars and really has no other value, than to the fire 
department. 

A fire in Clearlake gutted a motorhome. Firefighters arrived Monday morning 
to find the home in flames and also burning a nearby building. It also destroyed 
a garage. They also came across downed power lines. After checking the area, 
firefighters also found a damaged awning on another mobile home and a stick 
built home with some outside damage. They ruled out fireworks as the trigger 
for the fire and are still looking into the cause. Lake County Fire, Cal Fire, 
Kelseyville Fire, Northshore Fire and South Lake County Fire were all there.

The serious Delta strain of coronavirus that first surfaced in India is quickly 
becoming the most dominant strain in Calif. in Britain it’s 95% of new cases. 
In Calif., the Department of Public Health says it was about 36% of 
coronavirus variants in June. In May, there were only about 6% of analyzed 
coronavirus cases in California identified as Delta. Before that the Alpha strain 
was the most dominant, that one first came out of Britain. It was about 34% of 
the analyzed coronavirus cases in June. Delta is thought to be the most highly 
transmissible strain of them all, as much as twice as contagious as the first 
variants of the coronavirus. The state health dept. says vaccines are proven 
effective nonetheless.

Back to it at the fairgrounds. The Mendocino County Public Health 
Department is offering a weekly vaccine clinic each Friday at the Redwood 
Empire Fairgrounds in Ukiah. They’ll be in the Fine Arts Building from 9 a.m. 
until 1 p.m., and 2 p.m. until 5 p.m. every week. They’re free and there will be 
various vaccine brands available. The public health dept. says there are still too 
many daily cases and almost all are in people who have not been vaccinated. 
They also say the Mendocino Transit Authority is offering free rides to vaccine 
sites with a proof of appointment. 
Contact the Mendocino County Public Health Covid-19 Call Center with any 
questions about Covid-19 vaccines or testing at (707) 472-2759, or visit 
mendocinocounty.org/community/novel-coronavirus.

http://mendocinocounty.org/community/novel-coronavirus.


A career fair is happening at the Fort Bragg Unified School District. It’s 
happening in two weeks from today, July 21st, from 5-7pm at the school 
district office. The Superintendent says there will be staff on hand for any 
questions or to help fill out applications and there could be on site interviews 
for some positions. They’re looking for instructional assistants, a 
groundskeeper, custodians and school secretaries. The jobs start mid-August 
and there could be a $2,000 bonus after 90 days of satisfactory employment, 
plus great benefits. 
Apply online @ EdJoin.org or visit the District Office at 312 S. Lincoln St. on 
July 17 or 21 for assistance and access to the application. Questions? Call 707-
961-2850 for more information.

State health officials say there have been about a thousand new cases of 
COVID19/day after weeks of declining cases. From December to June, case 
numbers were way down. There have also been about 24 deaths a day in the 
state again even though about 70% of Calif. residents older than 12 are 
vaccinated. A new report says the counties with lower vaccination rates were 
reporting much higher rates of covid infections and deaths last month and the 
month before.  The report from the state dept. of health also showed deaths 
were occurring at a higher rate, nearly 2 to 1 in those who have not been 
vaccinated or where the rate was under 50%.

A man charged in the murder of his dad and attempted murder of his mom in 
Lakeport 4 years ago has been to court and had a conservatorship considered. 
Steven Michael Fredericks is charged with the stabbing death of his dad in 
March of 2018 and the attack on his mom. The court is looking into appointing 
someone as Frederick’s conservator. The public guardianship or Murphy 
Conservatorship was granted last month. It can only be filed for when someone 
is charged with a felony involving death or great bodily harm or threat to the 
physical well-being of another, “as a result of a mental disorder”. He’s due 
back in court today regarding the conservatorship. He’s been charged with 
murder, attempted murder, causing injury to an elder and assault with a deadly 
weapon.

Some Fort Bragg residents making a statement by going topless to show, it’s 
okay to show your full self in public. The Mendocino Voice reports the group 
of women in Fort Bragg on Saturday rallying in support of going without a 
shirt or showing your chest in public. There were a couple dozen women in 
front of the Town Hall on Main Street. Some had written words on their 
bodies, or others just had jewelry on with shorts, a skirt or pants. One of the 
women the newspaper interviewed says she started to walk topless through 
town for exercise and said she was being bullied on social media. The rally cry 
for the group, breasts are not illegal.



Reports of a small fire on Low Gap Road. Mendo Fever reports hearing last 
night about the fire on a porch near the County Administration Buildings 
around dinner time. The report said the County Probation Department’s Daily 
Reporting Center was fully engulfed in flames with Ukiah Valley Fire 
Authority, Cal Fire, and the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office on the scene, 
stomping the fire out so it didn’t spread to other structures. A modular building 
along Low Gap Road burned and is no longer inhabitable. It was apparently 
being used as a Ukiah Field Office for Congressman Jared Huffman at some 
point. About a half hour after firefighters arrived the fire was knocked down, 
but they stayed on a while for mop up.

An armed robbery reported at the Rite Aid in Fort Bragg. Police got to the 
scene last night after 5-30, finding whoever was responsible had left the scene. 
They went after someone with guns drawn and took them down. The suspected 
thief was described as a man about 60-years-old with blonde hair and glasses 
wearing a black coat, holding a brief case and a firearm. The guy reportedly 
hid behind the Department of Motor Vehicles. Mendo Fever reports the suspect 
was on federal probation for robbery out of Sonoma County.
Folks in Fort Bragg are getting an opportunity for a name change. The City 
formed a Citizens’ Commission last year to consider a name change. They’ve 
been meeting on the regular and started a forum for public input with 
a community questionnaire so citizens can share what they think about the 
idea.  They’re looking for people in a specific zip code to reply and it has to get 
to them by the end of the month. You can also put your thoughts in writing and 
insert it with your July utility bill.
A couple of traffic accidents had the CHP quite busy in the county. Mendo 
Fever reports an accident was reported near the intersection of the 101 and 
Highway 162 in Longvale and another at the Oak Moss Rest Area. The news 
site reports there was one person killed in one of the crashes, but the 
Garberville CHP office did not immediately confirm that. Traffic was slow 
going for a time due to the crashes. Yesterday afternoon one of the crashes 
involved a van reportedly rolling several times and someone being pinned 
under it. The other was a black Nissan X-Terra SUV which was on its side 
blocking traffic lanes.

Fort Bragg police report instead of some of their officers taking a much 
deserved break after the busy year they had with the pandemic, they served on 
July 4th too, to keep things safe for community members. The department 
reports “virtually no violent crime” through the weekend, and no injuries from 
car crashes or from the Fireworks Display. The department says they typically 
have all hands on deck over the 4th holiday, but wanted to give some time off 
after so much mandatory overtime and limited time during the height of the 
pandemic. And they say, even still every member of the department’s patrol 
staff volunteered to work.
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More info on an armed robbery at Rite Aid in Fort Bragg. The Police 
Department reports getting a call to a robbery where the suspect had a gun, but 
had left the scene. They found the guy near the Department of Motor Vehicles 
a couple minutes later. They’ve identified him now as Kevin Seltenrich of 
Santa Rosa. A clerk there says he demanded money out of a cash register and 
threatened them. Then after getting cash, he left. Cops got a description of 
Seltenrich and put out a bulletin to find him which happened pretty quick. He 
was found with the stolen money and taken to jail on robbery and terrorist 
threat charges. No gun was found with him. He’s on supervised release out of 
Sonoma County for another bank robbery.

The Mendocino Cannabis Alliance has put out a statement about the 
Commercial Cannabis Activities Ordinance recently adopted by the Board of 
Supervisors. They say they’re against both changes, one which removes a 
provision for large-scale cultivation expansion and the other looks to totally 
nullify the ordinance. The alliance says there’s been a lot of talk around the 
move by the board, but says they believe the referendums endanger existing 
licensed businesses in Phase 1 and 2. So they say to protect their members 
they’re publicly opposing the referendums. 
The Lake County Sheriff’s Office is looking for more information on a 
shooting in Clearlake Oaks. The department reports getting a call to a home 
where they found a dead man. A woman ended up in the hospital after 
admitting she shot the man who assaulted her. Police say the woman was 
cooperating in their investigation and the man’s injuries were consistent with 
the story.
A fire in Redwood Valley has quickly spread and burned 80 acres. The fire was 
not moving anymore after firefighters established control lines. There were 
several homes in the area evacuated. The fire is 20% contained with more very 
hot weather on the way.

Sonoma County once a hotbed for COVID19 spread, is once again seeing a 
spike in cases along with heat-related sickness. The county’s ICU beds are 
filling, currently hitting 72%. 44 patients were being treated for the virus in the 
6 hospitals in the county, 13 are in an ICU. The Sonoma County Health Officer 
Dr. Sundari Mase says the numbers are about where they were at in February.  
Reports say all of the ICU cases are in unvaccinated individuals. County 
officials say it’s at where we were last summer, and not as bad as the surge 
they experienced over the winter months.

An environmental group is suing Sonoma County over the county’s permitting 
policies on drilling groundwater wells, something the group says could harm 
Russian River stream flows. California Coastkeeper, under the umbrella of the 
Russian Riverkeeper and several other like-minded organizations filed the 
lawsuit late last month. The group looking to stop the county from issuing 
more drilling permits and to put new rules in place for various assessments on 
the effects of well water extraction on the Russian River and its tributaries. It 
comes with a threat too, if the county doesn’t take appropriate measures, 
they’ll be considered in violation of their “public trust duty” to safeguard 
certain shared natural resources against adverse impacts.



As if it’s not been hot enough this early in summer, there’s a new excessive 
heat watch coming. The National Weather Service issued the warning starting 
this Saturday with temps expected in the 90’s and triple digits. Monday should 
cool off, but still be in the upper 90s and low 100s. But they say there’s no 
worry about increased wildfire risk. Also, there’s no red flag warning for the 
weekend.

A bunch more marijuana projects are being mulled by the Lake County 
Planning Commission. There’s a meeting this morning on the matter in Board 
chambers which will include discussion on a rather large operation in High 
Valley. Folks can be there in person, but like many other meetings during these 
times, it’s also on Zoom, the county’s Facebook page and on the county of 
Lake Youtube page. The High Valley Ranch operation on property recently 
sold for several million dollars. The company who purchased it filled out forms 
saying they were owners and managers of real estate. But one of the managers 
is apparently involved in various cannabis businesses around the state.

The state says since the pandemic has not gone away, school districts will have 
to still offer distance learning or some sort of independent study option. The 
Gov. and some lawmakers had previously said schools should fully reopen this 
fall for face to face instruction, but some kids and their parents are not 
prepared to get back to in person learning. So for this year only districts are 
mandated to offer students online learning through independent study, which 
has always been around as a voluntary model for districts pre-pandemic.
Tens of millions of dollars has been awarded by Caltrans from the state and 
federal government for cities, counties, tribes and transit companies in the state 
to work on improving the state’s transportation network. The $34 million in 
grant money is partially paying for sustainable transportation projects which 
were approved in a senate bill a few years ago. The infrastructure work to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve the state highway system, enhance 
access to safe walkways and bikeways, and for natural 
disaster preparedness. About $700,000 goes to tribes, agencies and local 
governments for transit and active transportation projects. Sustainable 
Transportation Planning Grants were awarded to Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake 
and Mendocino counties.

Not looking good for wildfire season. So far, at least up until July 4th, from the 
start of the year, there were almost 4,600 fires in Calif, a lot more than the 
amount last year. Cal Fire reports there were about 3,850 fires during the same 
time period last year. And by the end of 2020 there had been just over 9,900 
fires that scorched more than 6,650 square miles and damaged or destroyed 
nearly 10,500 structures. And 33 people were killed. The fire agency says this 
year so far 91 structures have been damaged or destroyed. There are two fires 
that have been burning for over a week, one is nearly totally surrounded, while 
another fire, the Salt Fire north of Redding is only 35% contained and has 
already burned over 12,640 acres.  The broiler fire here locally has burned 80 
acres and has jumped to 60% containment from 20% in one day.
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The state Attorney General says they have some new protocols to follow for 
police agencies after the death last year of George Floyd in Minneapolis. Atty. 
General Rob Bonta made the announcement yesterday that there will be 
investigations by the California Department of Justice into officer involved 
shooting deaths. The agency will work by itself, not in concert with 
investigations by local agencies. The new law was co-authored by Bonta when 
he was an Assemblyman and it went into effect July 1st. He says the 
department will ensure that every Californian is treated equally. Some police 
agencies though say they’re being undermined by the new law. There will be 
33 special agents between northern and southern Calif. along with supervisors 
that will be able to call in crime analysts, forensic experts and others as needed. 
They’re looking to make sure shootings are justified.

A helicopter that had been contracted to work on a fire in the Northern 
California city of Weed made an emergency landing, but the pilot escaped 
unharmed. The U.S. Forest Service reports no injuries or damage and that the 
pilot either walked or swam out of Lake Shastina where they landed. There are 
nearly 1,000 firefighters on the Lava Fire which sparked by lightning June 
24th. It has burned more than 25,000 acres and is just about 70% contained. 

Masks are mandatory again at the state Capitol after at least nine people tested 
positive for coronavirus. Four of the people who tested positive are considered 
break through cases since they are fully vaccinated, thus a return of to 
mandatory mask wearing for lawmakers and staff. The masks had been 
required still in hallways, committee rooms and legislative chambers, but 
anyone who was fully vaccinated could take their masks off in their own 
offices. That is no longer the case since the outbreak. Additionally, and already 
in place, those who have not been vaccinated need to be tested twice a week.

The Gov. is asking Californians to voluntarily cut their water use by 15%. It’s not a 
mandate, but the Gov. says the loss of water in the state is “jaw-dropping”. 
Temperatures in Calif. are very warm with excessive heat warnings this weekend in the 
North Bay. There are also several wildfires burning in Northern California. The most 
important reservoirs are reportedly at record low levels. Lake Oroville is at 30% 
capacity. State officials are considering closing the hydroelectric plant later this year if 
it continues to dry up. Lake Mendocino could be totally empty later this year along the 
Russian River. The Gov. is asking for voluntary conservation efforts which we are no 
stranger to, like taking shorter showers, running dishwashers only when full and 
reducing how often you water your lawn.

A little shaky after a magnitude 6 earthquake jolted the California-Nevada border. 
Massive boulders were tossed onto a highway and shake reports came from as far away 
as Las Vegas and San Francisco. We know the deal, there will be days of aftershocks 
too following the 4pm quake yesterday south of Lake Tahoe near Walker, a small town 
with few homes in the eastern Sierra Nevada. There was no major damage or injuries 
reported. There were already several dozen aftershocks, several measured at least 
magnitude 4 or above. There were rockslides and reports of cars hitting rocks, but no 
injuries.

A car accident at a local cemetery brings out the CHP and medics. Mendo Fever reports 
a white truck crashed into the fence at the Mendocino Little River Cemetery 
Wednesday afternoon. The truck reportedly kept going until coming to a stop in brush. 
The CHP says the driver ended up in the hospital with moderate injuries described as 
lacerations, scrapes and bruises. Another driver reported the crash. About thirty feet of 
the cemetery’s chain link fence were smashed in the accident.



A fire reported in Laytonville out quick, but a double wide burned. The fire reported 
yesterday morning in Laytonville which spread to brush after gutting the trailer home. 
Laytonville Fire reported the Long Incident had been threatening wildland, but they 
mostly contained it to the mobile home park. There were air resources called, but then 
canceled after the fire was contained. The one double wide was lost, two more 
structures were damaged.

Two men near the Black Butte Store in Covelo in an argument and reports of one of 
them shot in the chest. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports getting a call to 
the shop earlier this week. The owner of the store says he heard to men speaking 
Spanish. They were in a blue, newer model Toyota Tacoma. He says the victim was 
shot 3-4 times in the shoulder. He had a tshirt wrapped around his shoulder, soaked in 
blood. Round Valley Tribal Police arrived on the scene, then deputies. An eyewitness 
was questioned and the investigation continues. No word on the victim’s condition.

An inmate at a state prison who is from Ukiah has died in custody. The Mendocino 
County DA reports 66 year old Steven Patrick Ryan died. He was in prison for the 
shooting death of a Black man and was sent to prison for 21 years for the manslaughter 
charge and for using firearm to commit the crime. He was found guilty by a jury in 
2018 for the shooting death of De’Shaun Christopher Davis who was unarmed in 2016 
on Thanksgiving.

The Broiler Fire which had been burning north of Ukiah in Redwood Valley is 75% 
contained. Cal Fire reported sending their last report on the fire which started last 
weekend. It burned three homes, and two outbuildings were damaged. The fire 
blackened 80 acres.

Mendocino County residents are being invited by the Redwood Credit Union to shred 
documents for free. It’s July 24th at 9. The annual shred-a-thon and e-waste event is 
back on after being canceled last year due to the pandemic. They’re helping folks get 
rid of sensitive documents, confidential paperwork and electronics in one fell swoop. 
They’re accepting nonperishable food and monetary donations for the Redwood Empire 
Food Bank.

A bunch of coronavirus cases have been confirmed at Jensen’s Restaurant and from 
Willits Frontier Days events. The Mendocino County Public Health Office reports the 
Frontier Days outbreak between June 25th and July 4th and the cases confirmed from 
Jensen’s Restaurant were sometime between June 28th – July 1st. The health office is 
reminding that if you were at the restaurant or any event connected to Frontier Days 
you may have been exposed and should be tested. Two employees at Jensens turned up 
positive cases. And at least five people at Frontier Days.

A new phone scam being reported in Lake County that the Sheriff’s Office has warrants 
for you. The Sheriff’s Office says the people calling say they’re Lt. Findley of the 
Sheriff’s Office and you have warrants and fines against you for not appearing for a 
court subpoena and the fines have to be paid immediately.

The Governor is pouring money into cleaning transportation hubs, highways and 
stations. The Governor called them “too damn dirty” and says it’s time to use “tax 
dollars… more appropriately”. His Clean California initiative was revealed in a stop to 
Richmond, but he’s traveling the state to talk about it. Newsom says he’s sending work 
crews to pick up trash and litter along freeways and at transit stations. During the three 
year program, he’s also looking to work with communities so they learn about good 
garbage disposal practices to prevent future littering.

If you had been planning to attend the Grace Hudson Museum fundraiser this weekend, 
it’s canceled. The decision made due to the weather forecast. It’s supposed to get to 
about 107 degrees tomorrow, so the boards of the Sun House Guild and Art Center 
Ukiah are postponing the “Corner in the Gardens” fundraiser. The museum director 
says even though they’re disappointed, the “comfort and health of both our guests and 
participating artists are of greatest importance”. They plan on a new date soon, for next 
spring.



07/12/21

A wildfire is out of control in Oregon, knocking out power lines that are extremely 
important for stabilizing the grids in much of the western U.S. California says there can 
be rotating blackouts because of it. And Nevada faced a power emergency. The Bootleg 
fire, which has burned almost 80,000 acres and is zero percent contained is impacting 
the California Oregon Intertie. Last August we had the first rolling blackouts in twenty 
years, when we had an energy crisis due to extremely hot weather. We’ve already had a 
call for conservation of energy, that was before the official start of summer.

Children have to wear masks to school in the fall if they’re vaccinated or not. That’s the 
word from the California Department of Public Health. Dr. Mark Ghaly announced 
children have to wear masks in classrooms even though the CDC has different 
guidelines that they’re unnecessary if certain protocols are followed. The CDC relaxed 
masking guidelines Friday. The agency says kids with the vaccination can go without 
face coverings but should still stay 3 feet apart inside classrooms. But while Ghaly 
applauded the move he also said “masking is a simple and effective intervention” and 
that “treating all kids the same will support a calm and supportive school environment.”

A missing fire hose has been found in Clearlake, and a woman has been arrested. The 
hose stolen last month after the Wilkinson fire, was found over the weekend. Police say 
the Fire Chief at the Lake County Fire Protection District was in touch after finding the 
hose and some other equipment had been taken. Now they report 1,100 feet of hose and 
some of the stolen connectors were found and 31 year old Rebecca Moresi was arrested. 
The woman apparently admitted she was in a fire zone and took the hose and 
connectors. She said she had a pump on her property and was going to use the stolen 
equipment. She did not go to jail but promised to return to court. The stolen equipment 
was brought back to the Fire District.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors discussing moving the office for the Registrar 
of Voters. The board is considering a lease agreement with the John Allen Dye Trust of 
1993 for a building which used to be the offices for Pacific Gas and Electric Co. It 
would be a ten year lease from August 1st until July of 2031. The County 
Administrative Officer told the board both the registrar and auditor-controller have been 
needing new space for some time. They’ve been looking for a new location for 2 years. 
Apparently someone with the John Allen Dye Trust contacted the county to say the 
PG&E space was available. It would be $2,200/month to lease it. But that could be 
raised after the fifth year.

A bunch of people lost power in the southeastern section of Lake County, but no cause 
has been released yet. Yesterday folks in and around Hidden Valley Lake lost power. 
About 800 or so customers got their power back after about 12 hours.  It unfortunately 
happened during high temperatures that were over 100 yesterday. There were also no 
cooling centers for relief. Some people were posting on social media about having now 
power, and that it was 106 or so out when it happened. Some people were posting for 
their neighbors to check their elderly neighbors to make sure they were ok.

A wildfire is under control near Ukiah after less than one hour. The Police scanner said 
it broke out where Highway 20 and the 101 meet near Lake Mendocino. The fire was 
between Redwood Valley and Ukiah south of Vinegar Point. Aircraft and bulldozers 
were sent to the scene along with ground crews from Redwood Valley-Calpella Fire 
and Ukiah Valley Fire Authority. The fire reportedly held steady at 2 acres and was 
burning on a hill in brush. Around 8 last night some traffic lanes were closed to give 
firefighters more space to work.



New info on a fire that broke out last week called the Broiler Fire which burned about 
80 acres and 3 homes. Someone mowing dry grass in the heat of the afternoon 
reportedly started the fire. Flow Cannabis reportedly put out a statement saying it was 
their employee who was mowing and hit a rock, causing a spark. The president of the 
company says they were truly sorry for the “stress, anxiety, fear, and loss” their 
Redwood Valley neighbors have endured. The fire started July 7th behind the Broiler 
Steak House. There were quick evacuations of nearby residents. The fire was stopped 
after two days. Nine structures in all, including the 3 homes were destroyed.

A new report from the Mendocino County Public Health Office says only about ½ the 
local population has received a vaccination against the coronavirus. On Friday, during 
their regular discussion on the pandemic, the acting Public Health Officer Dr. Noemi 
Doohan called that a “vulnerability” if there are more surges. She says there have been 
about 34 residents that have gotten the virus even though they were fully vaccinated. 
One of them was hospitalized. They’re still urging residents who’ve not received their 
shots to do so. And if some have only received one shot of the 2 shot regimen, to 
complete their series.

In Calif. the Delta variant is taking over. About 52% of the cases were identified as the 
strain in Calif., and about 31% were the UK or Alpha variant. The CDC reported the 
Delta variant is in the Midwest, where it’s upwards of 80% of cases. The strain surfaced 
in India and is more infectious and can increase the chance of hospitalization. Health 
experts say it can be resistant to vaccines. But the unvaccinated are more likely to be at 
risk. There’s also a couple new variants, the Lambda, and now the Epsilon, which was 
first detected here in Calif.

More info on the shooting death of a man in Clearlake Oaks who police say may have 
been killed by a woman he assaulted. Last week the Lake County Sheriff’s office 
reported going to a home where they found the man dead from gunshot wounds. Major 
Crimes Detectives apparently found out through witness accounts the woman had been 
raped by the man at her home before he was shot to death. He’s now been identified as 
Charles Vernon McClelland of Rohnert Park who she had an on again off again 
relationship with over five years. She says he assaulted her and before he tried again 
she got a hold of a gun and shot him multiple times. Police say the victim is fully 
cooperating with them.

COVID19 is spiking again in Lake County. The public health department’s website 
reported 54 active cases. 2 percent higher than a week before. The county is reporting 
both testing positivity and daily rates on the rise after an all time low last month. There 
are also a couple cases of the Delta strain, which has been rising fast across the globe. 
The health department reports 50 percent of residents are vaccinated and 43.5 percent 
were still unvaccinated. Other news in Lake County on the pandemic, they’re trying to 
get an updated number on the amount of deaths. And senior centers will continue to 
stay closed for indoor dining services. It also looks as though the county may be 
without a health officer at the moment, with interim health officer, Dr. Evan Bloom 
saying he is no longer doing the job as of July 1st.

A man in Lakeport has been arrested for a car theft earlier this year. 28 year old Austin 
Schweitzer was in jail for another reason and was about to be sentenced but asked for a 
continuance. He’s now charged with Vehicle Theft, two counts of Buy/Sell/Receive 
Stolen Property, Shoplifting (up to $950), Grand Theft — Sell Access Card- Intent to 
Defraud. He entered a so-called Nolo plea to the car theft and the rest of the charges 
were dropped. That’s like a guilty plea. A deal for sentencing was agreed to, but the 
judge can change it. He’s accused of stealing a car in February as it sat with its engine 
running, to warm it up. Then he tried to use the victim’s credit cards, which alerted 
police and he was caught.
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A man and woman in Ukiah have been arrested after a deputy on routine patrol saw 
them pull into a business. A records check on the man, Edgar Vazquez, showed he was 
on pretrial release and could be searched. While searching the vehicle and Vazquez 
himself, he was found with what looked to be meth. In the car was drug paraphernalia 
and a couple more packages that looked to be wrapped up for sale, also of meth. 
Deputies found that Vazquez and his passenger, Ivette Mendoza had engaged in 
conspiracy to possess and transport meth for sale. So the pair were arrested on multiple 
charges including possession of a controlled substance for sale, conspiracy to commit a 
crime and transporting a controlled substance for sale. Vazquez was held on $50,000.00 
bail, but Mendoza was booked and released with a promise to return to court.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors are back for their regular meeting after a 
week off for the Independence Day holiday. The board will hear their weekly update 
from the public health officer, who this week may be former officer Dr. Noemi Doohan, 
as Dr. Coren had been on vacation. But we have not confirmed that. They will consider 
some moves as it relates to economic impacts due to the pandemic. They’ll continue the 
coronavirus discussion later with stimulus money distribution to Northcoast 
Opportunities and the Community Foundation of Mendocino County. They’ll later take 
on an urgency ordinance regarding the drought emergency and hear from the Drought 
Ad Hoc Committee and potentially take action on items they suggest. The board will 
also talk about widening the E. side of Potter Valley Rd. and have a discussion on 
redistricting.

Several cases of COVID19 have been confirmed at the Chowder House and Tap Room in Pt. Arena, Trinks 
Café in Gualala Cove and Azul Bar & Grill in Gualala. The Mendocino County Public Health Office reports 
from the end of June thru the first week of July, many people may have been exposed to the virus and should be 
tested if they’re not vaccinated. They also say if you feel you may have symptoms and have received the 
vaccination, you should also be tested. The agency says they’re preparing for outbreaks during summer months. 
The establishment owners put out statements too, saying they’re following health and safety protocols and urge 
residents to get vaccinated. Others say they’re totally sanitizing and reopening and also encourage getting the 
shots so we can live without fear and anxiety.

The legislative session is about to end in Sacramento as lawmakers consider a bill to require nursing homes to 
account better for billions in taxpayer dollars they get every year. The State Assembly Committee on Health is 
considering a bill to require nursing homes to provide detailed financial reports including transactions with any 
vendors they own more than a five-percent interest in. State Senator Henry Stern of Los Angeles sponsored the 
bill.



 

:14  “Unless we 
actually know the 
nature of these related-
party transactions, 
there’s an ability to 
erect a very insidious 
shell game – moving 
money around, and 
not knowing where it 
is – that we could be 
seeing billions of 
dollars in waste and 
abuse.”

Tag:  Those against the bill say it puts too big a regulatory burden on an industry that’s reeling from 
COVID-19. Rallies in support of the bill are happening today in L-A and Oakland.

Second Cut: Blanca Castro with A-A-R-P California says COVID exposed longstanding problems with 
short staffing. She says state info shows more than 110-thousand nursing home residents and staff had 
been infected as of May.

 

Third Cut: Union leader Arnulfo De La Cruz with S-E-I-U 2015 says some nursing-home corporations 
use what he calls “accounting tricks” with affiliated companies to extract profits from rent, supplies and 
more.

:08  “The time is now to hold to nursing home operators accountable. Over 9,000 lives 
were lost; that includes residents and staff.”

:12  “Shining a light 
on the lack of 
transparency by some 
of California’s largest 
nursing-home 
employers is a 
fundamental step 
towards our vision for 
a longterm care 
system that puts care 
first, not profit.”

Fourth Cut: Tony Chicotel with California Advocates for Nursing Home Reform says these concerns 
predate the pandemic.



 

:14  “Nursing homes 
know their costs. They 
know their profits, and 
the state simply 
doesn’t. This lack of 
transparency results in 
the state getting ripped 
off, paying for the 
private jets and 
vacation homes of 
nursing-home owners, 
instead of the staff and 
resources critical for 
resident well-being.”

Tag:  A recent state auditor’s report found from 2006 to 2015, three of the state’s biggest nursing-home 
corporations grew substantially – and their related-party transactions soared – even as deficiencies that 
caused serious harm or death to residents increased by 35-percent.

A man involved in a head on crash in Colusa County has died. The 57 year old victim was from Clearlake. The 
CHP reports he was driving on Highway 20 east of Highway 16 when the 2014 Toyota Tacoma pickup he was 
driving at a high rate of speed swerved and hit Jacob Funk of Orland. He had 3 passengers, 2 of which were 
small children. The patrol says Funk tried to avoid the crash but the pickup hit his front left side. The Clearlake 
driver did not have on a seatbelt. Everyone else did. Funk had neck and back pain and his adult passenger had a 
head contusion. The children complained of pain. Air ambulances were sent. The CHP indicated alcohol and/or 
drugs were possible factors in the accident.

The cause of a couple of power outages over the weekend in Lake County have been released. Pacific Gas and 
Electric says the Saturday outage in the middle of a heat wave was possibly caused by a fault in the electric 
line. They inspected the area several times but never found why there was a fault. But due to high fire threat 
they kept the line down to make sure it was 100% inspected before they turned it back on. They inspected again 
early Sunday morning and power was completely restored by 9am. The second outage Sunday afternoon in the 
Hidden Valley Lake area was heat related.  Repairs were made in about four hours.

A massive new state budget has been signed into law by the governor. He says it includes the biggest recovery 
in state history, the $100 billion California Comeback Plan. It is supposed to provide relief to the neediest. 
Immediate direct cash payments to middle class families and businesses hit hardest by the pandemic. The Gov. 
says they’re using the surplus to make investments in certain communities. He says the pandemic has shown 
where support is needed for those facing the greatest hardships. There is a major surplus, the most in state 
history, nearly $76 billion, reversing an anticipated shortfall estimated last year during the height of the 
pandemic.

State Senator Mike McGuire says an agreement has been reached to expand high speed internet across the state. 
He says the Senate, Assembly and Governor’s office agreed on a package of bills for historic broadband 
infrastructure for both unserved and underserved communities across the state. He says “it’s no longer a luxury, 
it has to be a right” as the pandemic shined a light on the massive disparities that exist in small towns and inner 
cities when it comes to a lack of internet. The package of bills includes $3.25 billion to construct a state-owned 
fiber middle mile and requires construction in geographically diverse urban and rural communities. There’s $2 
billion for last mile infrastructure, at least $1 billion for rural communities, $750 million in loans to startup 
local broadband networks and $50 million for technical assistance grants for rural and underserved 
communities.
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A meeting of Sherwood Firewise Communities included special presentations on fire safety in the area. The 
quarterly meeting including a presentation by the Mendocino County Office of Emergency Services Director 
regarding evacuation zones, which you can view at mendoready.org. All you have to do is enter your address to 
find your evacuation zone. He also encouraged residents to sign up on Everbridge and Nixle for emergency 
notifications. The Executive Director of Mendocino County Fire Safe Council was also there encouraging folks 
to take part in Chipper Days. They also went over a FEMA program for roof replacement and another to create 
defensible space around your home. The group also got a water service update from the Brooktrails Township 
Community Service District General Manager.

Universal transitional kindergarten is starting in Calif. The Gov. and some lawmakers working on the idea, 
pouring $2.7 billion into a program to eventually be phased in by the 2025-26 school year. There are already 
about 100,000 kids in TK, but it’s being expanded after the Gov. signed a Senate bill into law Friday. Some 
larger school districts in the state already have the program in place, but the state had been behind other states 
already offering transitional kindie for years. There are millions of under the age of 5 kids in Calif. Only about 
a third are enrolled in TK.

The choice of mask wearing in schools in the fall was apparently because there wasn’t enough space in all 
schools to follow CDC guidelines of 3 feet of physical space between students. The new state rule says masks 
promote safety and in-person learning by reducing the need for physical distancing. But the new rules could 
even change by November. Some parents are none too happy about the masking rules, according to Cal 
Matters. Reopen Calif. Schools, a group looking for the government to reopen in person learning said the new 
face covering rule is “outrageous”. The director says his group was inundated with calls and donations and is 
filing a lawsuit against the state.

The cost to Californians due to the pandemic to date, $12.3 billion. The latest data shows over 40 categories, 
the state has calculated that amount from “total direct pandemic emergency response” between 2020 and 2022. 
That paid for masks for health care workers, gowns, gloves, medical interpreters, laptops for students, 
temporary contact tracers. And more of it went to state prisons to fight the pandemic, testing for the virus and 
lab equipment. A lot of the money came from the federal government from the various stimulus packages.

The Gov. cannot have his party affiliation on the recall ballot in Sept. A judge says Gov. Newsom cannot 
indicate he’s a Democrat after his lawyers and the Secretary of State fought for it in court. But the judge says 
Newsom missed a deadline and she’s following the law, so Newsom filed a lawsuit. He was apparently 
supposed to include his party affiliation in a reply to the recall in February of 2020, but one of his lawyers says 
they made a mistake.  Too bad the judge said. The special election is Sept. 14.

Deputies are searching for a man they say was involved in the shooting near the Black Butte Store in Covelo. 
Deputies say sometime last Wednesday, one victim and a witness were headed back to an illegal marijuana 
cultivation site in a remote area of Mendocino County and another cultivator shot a gun at them. The victim and 
witness got out of a car and called for help, meeting at the Black Butte Store. All deputies say is the suspect 
was described as a Hispanic man, between 35 to 45 years-old, about 5 feet 5 inches tall, 165 pounds, with 
brown hair and brown eyes. Deputies went back two days later and found over 2,900 marijuana plants in non-
permitted green houses and other structures. There is not a whole lot more info on the investigation so far.

Several cases of COVID19 have been confirmed at the Chowder House and Tap Room in Pt. Arena, Trinks 
Café in Gualala Cove and Azul Bar & Grill in Gualala. The Mendocino County Public Health Office reports 
from the end of June thru the first week of July, many people may have been exposed to the virus and should be 
tested if they’re not vaccinated. They also say if you feel you may have symptoms and have received the 
vaccination, you should also be tested. The agency says they’re preparing for outbreaks during summer months. 
The establishment owners put out statements too, saying they’re following health and safety protocols and urge 
residents to get vaccinated. Others say they’re totally sanitizing and reopening and also encourage getting the 
shots so we can live without fear and anxiety.



The legislative session is about to end in Sacramento as lawmakers consider a bill to require nursing homes to 
account better for billions in taxpayer dollars they get every year. The State Assembly Committee on Health is 
considering a bill to require nursing homes to provide detailed financial reports including transactions with any 
vendors they own more than a five-percent interest in. State Senator Henry Stern of Los Angeles sponsored the 
bill.

:14  “Unless we actually know the nature of these related-party transactions, there’s an 
ability to erect a very insidious shell game – moving money around, and not knowing 
where it is – that we could be seeing billions of dollars in waste and abuse.”

Tag:  Those against the bill say it puts too big a regulatory burden on an industry that’s reeling from 
COVID-19. Rallies in support of the bill are happening today in L-A and Oakland.

Second Cut: Blanca Castro with A-A-R-P California says COVID exposed longstanding problems with 
short staffing. She says state info shows more than 110-thousand nursing home residents and staff had 
been infected as of May.

:08  “The time is now to hold to nursing home operators accountable. Over 9,000 lives 
were lost; that includes residents and staff.”

Third Cut: Union leader Arnulfo De La Cruz with S-E-I-U 2015 says some nursing-home corporations 
use what he calls “accounting tricks” with affiliated companies to extract profits from rent, supplies and 
more.

:12  “Shining a light on the lack of transparency by some of California’s largest 
nursing-home employers is a fundamental step towards our vision for a longterm care 
system that puts care first, not profit.”

Fourth Cut: Tony Chicotel with California Advocates for Nursing Home Reform says these concerns 
predate the pandemic.

:14  “Nursing homes know their costs. They know their profits, and the state simply 
doesn’t. This lack of transparency results in the state getting ripped off, paying for the 
private jets and vacation homes of nursing-home owners, instead of the staff and 
resources critical for resident well-being.”

Tag:  A recent state auditor’s report found from 2006 to 2015, three of the state’s biggest nursing-home 
corporations grew substantially – and their related-party transactions soared – even as deficiencies that 
caused serious harm or death to residents increased by 35-percent.

A man involved in a head on crash in Colusa County has died. The 57 year old victim was from Clearlake. The 
CHP reports he was driving on Highway 20 east of Highway 16 when the 2014 Toyota Tacoma pickup he was 
driving at a high rate of speed swerved and hit Jacob Funk of Orland. He had 3 passengers, 2 of which were 
small children. The patrol says Funk tried to avoid the crash but the pickup hit his front left side. The Clearlake 
driver did not have on a seatbelt. Everyone else did. Funk had neck and back pain and his adult passenger had a 
head contusion. The children complained of pain. Air ambulances were sent. The CHP indicated alcohol and/or 
drugs were possible factors in the accident.

The cause of a couple of power outages over the weekend in Lake County have been released. Pacific Gas and 
Electric says the Saturday outage in the middle of a heat wave was possibly caused by a fault in the electric 
line. They inspected the area several times but never found why there was a fault. But due to high fire threat 
they kept the line down to make sure it was 100% inspected before they turned it back on. They inspected again 
early Sunday morning and power was completely restored by 9am. The second outage Sunday afternoon in the 
Hidden Valley Lake area was heat related.  Repairs were made in about four hours.

A massive new state budget has been signed into law by the governor. He says it includes the biggest recovery 
in state history, the $100 billion California Comeback Plan. It is supposed to provide relief to the neediest. 
Immediate direct cash payments to middle class families and businesses hit hardest by the pandemic. The Gov. 
says they’re using the surplus to make investments in certain communities. He says the pandemic has shown 
where support is needed for those facing the greatest hardships. There is a major surplus, the most in state 
history, nearly $76 billion, reversing an anticipated shortfall estimated last year during the height of the 
pandemic.



State Senator Mike McGuire says an agreement has been reached to expand high speed internet across the state. 
He says the Senate, Assembly and Governor’s office agreed on a package of bills for historic broadband 
infrastructure for both unserved and underserved communities across the state. He says “it’s no longer a luxury, 
it has to be a right” as the pandemic shined a light on the massive disparities that exist in small towns and inner 
cities when it comes to a lack of internet. The package of bills includes $3.25 billion to construct a state-owned 
fiber middle mile and requires construction in geographically diverse urban and rural communities. There’s $2 
billion for last mile infrastructure, at least $1 billion for rural communities, $750 million in loans to startup 
local broadband networks and $50 million for technical assistance grants for rural and underserved 
communities.

A meeting of Sherwood Firewise Communities included special presentations on fire safety in the area. The 
quarterly meeting including a presentation by the Mendocino County Office of Emergency Services Director 
regarding evacuation zones, which you can view at mendoready.org. All you have to do is enter your address to 
find your evacuation zone. He also encouraged residents to sign up on Everbridge and Nixle for emergency 
notifications. The Executive Director of Mendocino County Fire Safe Council was also there encouraging folks 
to take part in Chipper Days. They also went over a FEMA program for roof replacement and another to create 
defensible space around your home. The group also got a water service update from the Brooktrails Township 
Community Service District General Manager.

Universal transitional kindergarten is starting in Calif. The Gov. and some lawmakers working on the idea, 
pouring $2.7 billion into a program to eventually be phased in by the 2025-26 school year. There are already 
about 100,000 kids in TK, but it’s being expanded after the Gov. signed a Senate bill into law Friday. Some 
larger school districts in the state already have the program in place, but the state had been behind other states 
already offering transitional kindie for years. There are millions of under the age of 5 kids in Calif. Only about 
a third are enrolled in TK.

The choice of mask wearing in schools in the fall was apparently because there wasn’t enough space in all 
schools to follow CDC guidelines of 3 feet of physical space between students. The new state rule says masks 
promote safety and in-person learning by reducing the need for physical distancing. But the new rules could 
even change by November. Some parents are none too happy about the masking rules, according to Cal 
Matters. Reopen Calif. Schools, a group looking for the government to reopen in person learning said the new 
face covering rule is “outrageous”. The director says his group was inundated with calls and donations and is 
filing a lawsuit against the state.

The cost to Californians due to the pandemic to date, $12.3 billion. The latest data shows over 40 categories, 
the state has calculated that amount from “total direct pandemic emergency response” between 2020 and 2022. 
That paid for masks for health care workers, gowns, gloves, medical interpreters, laptops for students, 
temporary contact tracers. And more of it went to state prisons to fight the pandemic, testing for the virus and 
lab equipment. A lot of the money came from the federal government from the various stimulus packages.

The Gov. cannot have his party affiliation on the recall ballot in Sept. A judge says Gov. Newsom cannot 
indicate he’s a Democrat after his lawyers and the Secretary of State fought for it in court. But the judge says 
Newsom missed a deadline and she’s following the law, so Newsom filed a lawsuit. He was apparently 
supposed to include his party affiliation in a reply to the recall in February of 2020, but one of his lawyers says 
they made a mistake.  Too bad the judge said. The special election is Sept. 14.

Deputies are searching for a man they say was involved in the shooting near the Black Butte Store in Covelo. 
Deputies say sometime last Wednesday, one victim and a witness were headed back to an illegal marijuana 
cultivation site in a remote area of Mendocino County and another cultivator shot a gun at them. The victim and 
witness got out of a car and called for help, meeting at the Black Butte Store. All deputies say is the suspect 
was described as a Hispanic man, between 35 to 45 years-old, about 5 feet 5 inches tall, 165 pounds, with 
brown hair and brown eyes. Deputies went back two days later and found over 2,900 marijuana plants in non-
permitted green houses and other structures. There is not a whole lot more info on the investigation so far.
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Lots of calls to the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority during a test by PG&E that seemingly 
few people knew about. The Daily Journal reports giant flames were seen shooting out 
of large metal structures yesterday morning. The fire chief said they got a call to some 
“cubes on fire” on Kunzler Rd, but they were being generated on purpose by Pacific 
Gas and Electric on their gas pipeline from Healdsburg to Hopland. They were burning 
excess gas off. PG&E did notify the fire dept. earlier this month, but they tell the 
newspaper it was surprising that so many people saw it overnight.

A bear caught cooling off in Lake Mendocino caught on video by the US Army Corps 
of Engineers. They shared pictures to their Facebook page of the black bear that 
climbed into an old water cistern on the Lake during really hot days late last month. It’s 
not unusual, but apparently the first time the park manager said she had heard of one 
going into a cistern.  Wildlife cameras caught the images of the animal June 30th, when 
it was 105 degrees in the shade.

Looks like community colleges in Calif. are adding on ethnic studies as a requirement. 
The board of governors who oversees California’s more than 100 community colleges 
has voted unanimously to revise general education requirements with ethnic studies 
added on for those pursuing an associate degree. It will start in the Fall of 2022, but 
probably won’t actually go into effect for a year after that. It will mean students have to 
take a Native American studies, African American studies, Asian American studies or 
Latina and Latino studies class. CSU is also requiring students take ethnic studies for 
lower division coursework. So those at community college who transfer will also need 
to have the class.

Nationwide teacher shortage after the pandemic and in Lake County, they’re taking the 
bull by the horns. Lake Co News reports the Office of Education is trying to create a 
teacher credentialing program with Teach Lake County. So those who have bachelor’s 
degrees can earn a teaching credential near home at an affordable price. So far they 
have had over 20 educators in the program. They currently have an Intern 
Credentialing program for two types of credentials including teaching multiple subjects 
(transitional kindergarten through sixth grade) or mild/moderate special education.

A bunch of marijuana being grown illegally on various farms has been eradicated. The 
Mendocino County Code Enforcement Division has been investigating the possible 
non-permitted commercial cannabis, finding 3 in Willits and another in Gualala, 
yanking over 830 plants in all. The citations or charges for growing in non-permitted 
structures, without a County Cultivation Permit, or State Cultivation License.  Those 
responsible had to get rid of the plants. The work after complaints made to the Code 
Enforcement Division about Cannabis and General Code Violations in unincorporated 
areas of the County.

In a dramatic turn of events and after the threat of at least one lawsuit the state will 
allow Calif. schools to make their own choice when it comes to facial coverings. Earlier 
this week we told you that the state Public Health Dept. announced that since 3 feet 
distance, per CDC guidelines, cannot always be achieved, that masks would be 
mandatory. But then hours later they took it back saying local school officials can 
choose how to deal with students who refuse to wear masks. They were going to 
straight up prohibit unmasked students on campus. The guidance also said kids who 
were banned for not wearing masks should be offered alternative educational 
opportunities.



A big push by the state to corral illegal marijuana grows. The state Dept. of Fish and 
Wildlife working with the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and the 
state licensing authority to find possible environmental violations connected to 
unlicensed cannabis cultivation. The agency says they fully support the regulated 
market and those working to keep it compliant. The permitting process, the agency says 
is designed to reduce environmental impacts. Before growing, an active state license is 
required with local approval possibly also needed.  The multiagency task force will 
look for grows on priority watersheds and areas with sensitive habitat and/or threatened 
or endangered species.

The drought is causing Fort Bragg to put a mandatory water conservation measure in 
place. The City Council voted unanimously for a Water Warning, mandatory Stage 2 
conservation. That means residents have to hit a 10-20% reduction in seasonal water 
use. The city first had voluntary Stage 1 and Stage 2 water conservation measures. But 
water flows were starting to lower, the Noyo River, for example was at levels at where 
they were during the worst drought on record, back in 1977. Mendo Fever reports Fort 
Bragg city leaders are working with the Water Quality Board Division of Water Rights, 
CA Fish and Wildlife, County staff and elected officials about the diversion from the 
Noyo River regarding the seasonal dam at Camp Noyo.

A small grass fire quickly put out in Ukiah… by some locals nearby. Mendo Fever 
reports both Ukiah Valley Fire Authority and the Police Department responded to a 
small grass fire. The site reports it was in an empty lot near the intersection of Perkins 
Street and Hospital Drive, but before fire fighters even got there the fire was out as 
locals with fire extinguishers were proactive.  The fire chief says he thinks it may have 
been caused by a cigarette being tossed. They made sure the fire was totally 
extinguished before leaving the scene. And the chief says motorists really should have a 
fire extinguisher in their vehicles. And also, to call the fire department to make sure 
fires are completely out.  

Lakeport police have a new police dog after over a decade without. The Chief Brad 
Rasmussen reports Police K-9 Olin, a young male German shepherd will work with 
handler, Officer Kaylene Strugnell. The last dog the police department worked with 
was in May of 2009. The chief tells Lake Co News he’s been trying to get a police dog 
in the department again for years and was planning to back in 2018. The city got a grant 
of about $38,000 from the USDA along with private funding to re-establish the K-9 
Unit. Olin and his human partner have completed their first six weeks of training and 
started to work together last month. The dog is trained in drug detection including 
meth, heroin and cocaine, and he has a patrol certification including suspect tracking 
and apprehension.

It was a yes from the Board of Supervisors to move the Lake County Registrar of 
Voters Office. The new office across from the courthouse. They’ll move next year. The 
ten year lease was unanimously approved by the board at their meeting Tuesday. There 
have to be some renovations first, like upgrading the bathrooms to meet Americans 
with Disabilities Act compliance and enclosing offices in the main area, putting in new 
doors and heating and more. They look to be in the new space in June of next year. The 
building used to be the local Pacific Gas and Electric office for many years.

CalPERS, the largest public pension fund in the country is paying as much as $2.7 
billion back to policyholders who had giant premium hikes. The retirement system 
settled a class-action lawsuit over the fee hikes for almost 80,000 people who paid more 
for long-term costs of nursing care that also included “inflation-protection” coverage. A 
judge still has to give the deal the green light. It comes as a bunch of policyholders sued 
in 2013 after they were told their premiums were going up over two years by 85%.
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A tiny fire at a tiny cabin in the woods in Leggett quickly put out. Mendo Fever reports 
the 1,000 square foot cabin caught fire last night, but it was put out quickly after 
firefighters got there ten minutes later. The Incident Commander said the fire was kept 
to one outside wall and didn’t spread.

Three search warrants in Willits and Laytonville served by the California Department 
of Fish & Wildlife as part of their latest illegal marijuana eradication spree.  The agents 
along with an Environmental Scientist, and deputies from the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office, Lake County Sheriff’s Office, representatives of the State Water 
Board, Mendocino County Code Enforcement and CALFire on the scene with search 
warrants. No state licenses were noted in the cases so the grows were considered illegal. 
They also found a bunch of environmental violations including: illegal streambed 
alterations, unpermitted culvert installation, surface water diversions, unpermitted 
grading, illegal timber conversion and a poached deer. In all about 12,600 illegal 
cannabis plants were eradicated and more than 2,600 pounds of illegal processed 
cannabis was destroyed.

It was a resounding thumbs down from the Point Arena City Council to allow people to 
live or park overnight in their cars or RV’s if they have no other safe place to park. At 
their meeting last month the council was looking into a safe parking ordinance, to 
mirror a similar one in Eugene, OR. The city manager said there was more to consider 
and civil liability was a concern as well, if something were to happen to a parked 
person. These sorts of programs have various amenities, but as presented in Pt. Arena, a 
bathroom would be the minimum and would probably need to be monitored. The cost 
for the small town seemed to outweigh the benefit, but the matter will be revisited at a 
future meeting.

They are back after a year without, the Mendocino Music Festival. Starting tomorrow 
and continuing for ten days there will be live music. Ten concerts in all, an hour long 
each at the Cotton Auditorium in Fort Bragg. Public safety protocols will be in place, 
no intermission without proof of vaccination and a mask inside the auditorium at all 
times. The Music Festival features all sorts of genres of music including, classical, jazz, 
bluegrass, Cajun, Brazilian and Latin. For more information on tickets and the 
schedule, please call 707-937-2044 or visit mendocinomusic.org.

Temporary water tanks could be brought in due to the drought, skirting certain 
permitting requirements. At their meeting this week the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors approved waiving permit requirements to bring in tanks for 5000 gallons or 
less, but residents would have to have a permit later if they decide to keep the massive 
tanks, or remove them. Mendocino Voice reports the board is trying to figure out other 
ways to get water, like ponds and reservoirs in other jurisdictions. They also discussed 
the road dust suppression program being put on hold through the winter and fall.

A major outbreak of COVID has been reported at the largest homeless shelter in 
Sonoma County. The health department reports over half the residents at the Sam Jones 
L. Hall homeless shelter in Santa Rosa were infected by Tuesday. There were also a 
couple dozen other positive cases being reviewed, so the total could be about 85 
infections. And almost half of the residents who live at the shelter are fully vaccinated. 
There had only been 13 infections there before this. They all happened back in January. 
The shelter has 213-beds. City officials have now reopened an alternative care site at a 
Best Western in Healdsburg.



The former Governor Jerry Brown says his successor is overspending, and he won’t be 
recalled. Gov. Jerry Brown interviewed on NBC TV in LA says the money being spent 
now could bring “fiscal stress” in the future. He says the surplus the state has right now 
is bigger than ever before, but it’s being artificially pumped up by the federal stimulus 
money the state’s been getting due to the pandemic. Brown says the way the state is 
spending is not sustainable and we should find a “more frugal, sustainable, more 
prudent way of doing business”.  The new budget was signed into law Tuesday by 
Newsom. Brown also predicted in the interview that Newsom will not be recalled.

Deja vu for those living in Paradise. The Camp Fire decimated the town and just as 
some have built back, another fire on the border of Butte County has triggered 
evacuation warnings. The latest, the “Dixie” fire started Tuesday in the Feather River 
Canyon near Highway 70 and was just about 2 acres until it grew yesterday from the 
500 acres it had jumped to, to 1,200 acres in one hour.  The fire is zero percent 
contained. The fire is moving into Plumas County, but thankfully not near any 
populated areas in private timber lands. The scar from the Camp fire is also between the 
new fire and homes. The Camp fire burned over 150,000 acres and was the state’s 
deadliest fire of all time.

A man from Clearlake has been killed in a head on crash in Colusa County. Lake Co 
News reports the man was identified yesterday as 57 year old Roman Calderon. He was 
ejected from his pickup truck after driving on Hwy 20 near Hwy 16, crossing the 
double-yellow lines and hitting Jacob Funk and his 3 passengers head on. The CHP at 
the time said they considered alcohol or booze a possible factor and said Calderon was 
not wearing a seatbelt. He died at the scene. The others in a Dodge Durango ended up 
in the hospital.

There’s no Public Health Officer in Lake County at the moment, so the county’s 
epidemiologist updated the Board of Supervisors this week. Sarah Marikos says the 
case load is growing, and for a time recently had been the highest in the state. She also 
told the board the testing rate has slowed, the slowest since the case surge at the 
beginning of this year. There were 36 cases for the week beginning July 4th. The daily 
case rate for a seven day stretch was at 10 cases per 100,000 people. The state’s at 3 to 
4 per 100,000.  Then this week, it already appeared Lake was going to be at 11 
cases/100,000, the highest daily rate in California. So far 63 people in Lake County 
have died from COVID19.

Public comment is being accepted by the Bureau of Land Management’s Ukiah Field 
Office to plan for trails and roads inside the Berryessa Snow Mountain National 
Monument on BLM-managed public lands. They’re having a Zoom meeting next 
Wednesday night on the 30 day scoping period. There are over 330,000 acres of public 
lands in the Monument, co-managed by the BLM and the U.S. Forest Service within 
Colusa, Glenn, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Solano and Yolo counties.

Written comments may be submitted electronically to the project ePlanning website; 
via email to BLM_CA_BSM_NM@blm.gov; or by mail, BLM Ukiah Field Office, 
Attn: BSMNM Travel Management Planning EA, 2550 North State Street, Suite 2, 
Ukiah, CA 95482.

A nasty virus is circulating among many northern Calif. counties in deer. So the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife is asking residents not to feed wild animals, 
as a reminder so cases of adenovirus hemorrhagic disease don’t spread. When the 
animals congregate in a herd the disease can spread, there’s no cure or vaccine for it, so 
they’re trying to slow the spread. It’s usually found in young animals, but is not known 
to spread to humans, household pets, or domestic livestock.

mailto:BLM_CA_BSM_NM@blm.gov
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The Mendocino County Public Health Office is confirming the Delta strain of 
coronavirus is here locally. At the Board of Supervisors meeting Tuesday, Public 
Health Officer Dr. Andy Coren reported there is a cluster of cases, but he says the 
vaccines are effective against the strain. The average rate of cases is higher than the 
state as a whole, at 5.3 cases/day per 100,000 people instead of the state’s 3-4 
cases/100,000 people. Dr. Coren reports nine people are in the hospital and five are in 
the Intensive Care Unit. 2 are Lake County residents, and two are hospitalized in 
Sonoma County.

A homeopathic doctor in Napa Calif. is facing federal fraud charges for supposedly 
selling bogus vaccination cards. Not only that, but prosecutors also say Juli Mazi was 
selling so called immunization pellets which she said would provide life long immunity 
to COVID. She claimed the pellets had trace amounts of the disease and that vaccines 
had “toxic ingredients” in them. The fake vaccine cards she’s accused of distributing 
looked forged to show the owner of the card had Moderna doses, and still some patients 
were told to just fill out their own cards. The prosecutor on her case accused her of 
preying on fear and spreading misinformation and peddling fake treatments.

A man in Ukiah busted after deputies on routine patrol saw no tail lights on a car. The 
car seen near the 101 and the Perkins Street off ramp so they stopped the driver. In the 
car, Aaron Simpson, the passenger, allowed a search and deputies found blank checks 
from Express Mart in Ukiah. The deputies found he didn’t work there and should not 
have possession of the checks. The CHP was there too and found what appeared to be 
meth in a baggie in the car. So Simpson was arrested for Felony Possession of Check 
With Intent To Forge, Felony Possession of Stolen Property, and Misdemeanor 
Possession of Controlled Substance. He was booked on zero bail though due to the 
pandemic.

A woman from Willits has been arrested after a report of somebody trespassing and 
possibly stealing a horse. Deputies spoke to the person who called the theft in and 
found a woman, with no shoes on identified as Makayla McGrew. She was informed 
she was on private property and needed to leave, but she came back. People there say 
she placed a halter on a saddled horse and got on it, then someone confronted her as she 
tried leaving. She got into a verbal confrontation with them and finally dismounted and 
left again. She was arrested later on grand theft and trespassing charges, but no bail due 
to the COVID-19 bail schedule set by the State of California Judicial Council.

A man riding his bike recognized by Mendocino Deputies as on parole. They say he 
had a light violation on his bike as he rode early in the morning. They’ve identified him 
as Jose Ayala and say he seemed high so they stopped him and asked him to take field 
sobriety tests, but he would not comply. So they asked to search him and found a 
baggie with a white powder inside, thinking it was meth, they detained him. When they 
searched him and his backpack, they found a semiautomatic handgun. A Ukiah police 
officer came for backup and they found yet another plastic baggie on him with what 
they say was a commercial quantity of suspected methamphetamine.  Ayala was 
arrested on multiple charges including Felony Possession of Controlled Substance 
While Armed with Loaded Firearm, Felony Armed While In Commission Of Felony 
and Felony Carry Loaded Firearm In Public. They later found pills on him while he was 
being booked so they added more charges. He was released though with a promise to 
return for a court date.



:14  “Unless we actually know the nature of these related-party transactions, there’s an ability to erect a very insidious shell game – moving money around, and not knowing where it is – that we could be seeing billions of dollars in waste and abuse.”

Mendocino Public Schools will require masks be worn in class in the fall, through at 
least November 1st. The California Department of Public Health went back and forth 
on the requirement and ultimately decided to leave it up to local jurisdictions. The 
Superintendent of Mendocino County Schools Michelle Hutchins said she understands 
it’s disappointing to some, but alternative COVID-prevention protocols could lead us 
back to a hybrid of in-person and virtual learning. The options Hutchins says, were 
three feet distance between students at all times or masks, so they opted for masks 
because the distance requirement was just not doable. So in the fall all Mendocino 
County K-12 schools will require universal masking indoors for students and staff.

A statement released by public health officials across Northern Calif. about 
misinformation out there on COVID19 vaccinations. The joint statement says some of 
the counties within the RANCHO area, which stands for the Rural Association of 
Northern Calif. Health Officers, have the lowest rates of the vaccination in the state, but 
also the lowest rate of antibodies, meaning the virus can thrive here. The group says as 
summer with tourism starts in full force, there are views and some misinformation or 
myths to address. They specially called 5 of them as untrue, if you had the virus, you 
can’t get it again, false; that getting the shots is worse than the virus itself, false; that 
the vaccine is experimental – it was rushed into use, they it’s sort of new technology, 
but hardly experimental; myth #4: the vaccine will make you sterile, absolutely not the 
scientists say; and finally myth 5, the vaccine can alter your DNA.

An air tanker on its way to the massive Dixie Fire in the Camp Fire footprint quickly 
put out another fire. It happened yesterday, a fire in brush in Paradise. The air tanker 
saw it and dropped retardant on it, slowing the spread to only burn a ¼ acre. Again it 
happened about an hour later, this time in Magalia, another town where the Camp fire 
burned. Another air tanker saw about ½ acre on fire and dropped retardant. The Cal Fire 
chief in Butte County said it was lucky they had aircraft in the area to get resources to 
those fires immediately.

The Dixie fire burning near the Camp Fire footprint, burning in Butte and Plumas 
counties finally has some containment. Yesterday we told you it was zero percent 
contained, but now Cal Fire reports they have it 7% surrounded. The fire has scorched 
almost 5,000 acres, continuing to explode in size after breaking out in very hot, dry 
weather in the Feather River Cyn Tuesday night. Cal Fire also reports a firefighter has 
been injured in the fire, but there are no structures currently threatened, damaged, or 
destroyed. The fire is burning in steep and inaccessible terrain. There is still an 
evacuation order in place and a warning too.

A man in Redwood Valley has been arrested after being spotted alone in a car late at 
night. Mendocino Deputies on routine patrol saw a black Audi sedan with expired 
registration so they stopped the driver who was alone at the time. He was identified as 
Jesse Connolly who had a felony warrant out for his arrest for not appearing in court 
when he was supposed to. He was booked into jail on $15,000.00 bail.

Deputies in Ukiah have arrested a man they say was sitting alone in a car talking to 
himself. They found Cody Ladd was on active parole and say he seemed high on 
something, so they conducted field sobriety tests. They say they arrested him soon after 
the tests for being under the influence of a controlled substance. They say during a 
search of his car they found a baggie with a white, crystalline substance and believed it 
to be meth. His parole officer was called and they placed Ladd on a parole hold and 
booked him into jail on no bail.



:12  “Shining a light on the lack of transparency by some of California’s largest nursing-home employers is a fundamental step towards our vision for a longterm care system that puts care first, not profit.”

Another day searching for illegal marijuana grows in Mendocino County. Kym Kemp 
reports a National Guard helicopter was seen over county skies Wednesday to look for 
unlawful grow sites.  They were working with the Mendocino County Sheriff’s office 
on the searches. A Laytonville resident spotted a chopper circling above ground, then 
Kemp reported also seeing it land at the Ukiah Municipal Airport. It’s apparently not 
unusual for the Sheriff’s dept. to work with the National Guard to help eradicate 
marijuana. 

Bad news regarding the ongoing drought. The Sacramento River is so over heated that 
it could kill almost all of the already endangered salmon species. Calif. officials so it 
will be too hot for juvenile salmon to survive the fall. The Dept. of Fish and Wildlife is 
predicting the winter-run of Chinook will struggle against continued hot weather in the 
Sacramento Valley. They call it a persistent heat dome and say water will not be cool 
enough because of it and that it’s possible nearly all of the in-river juveniles won’t 
survive this season. And since they have about a three year life cycle, it will be a “near-
total” wipeout this year, and an increase of extinction of the species.

A fire that had been threatening a grid the runs electricity through Oregon into Calif. is 
growing without much more containment. The so-called Bootleg fire in central Oregon 
has burned almost a quarter million acres of land northeast of Klamath Falls and about 
45 miles north of the California border. The fire started July 6th in the Fremont-
Winema National Forest on private land near Sprague River. There are three major 
electricity transmission lines in peril. They provide up to 5,500 megawatts of power to 
our state. It’s already perilous in Calif with the high heat, and three flex alerts since last 
weekend. The fire has burned at least 21 homes and is threatening thousands more.

Assemblywoman Cecilia Aguiar-Curry is applauding the new Broadband Budget Bill 
which unanimously passed her chamber. The bill also passed unanimously after in the 
senate. She was part of the Assembly negotiating team who worked with the Governor 
and Senate on the package. The bill looks to overhaul the state’s broadband system and 
provide more money so the state can be in the technological 21st century. The 
pandemic further shed a light on the disparity in internet coverage across the state, but 
Aguiar-Curry says the bill will ensure all Californians have access to internet-based 
services like education and job training, telehealth, and the digital economy.

Firefighters from Calif. are headed to Oregon to help with the Bootleg and other 
massive fires across the west. The work through the Emergency Management 
Assistance Compact which provides mutual aid to Oregon. At the same time the 
National Multi-Agency Coordinating Group elevated the National Preparedness Level 
to Level 5 — the highest level — because of increased fire activity. Oregon Gov. Kate 
Brown requested help from Calif. so the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services sent 
a Type 6 (wildland fire fast attack) strike team, and another task force, with three Type 
3 fire (wildland fire) engines and two Type 6 fire engines. There are more being sent 
proactively to Southern Oregon in case of new fires.

Norcal tires has confirmed a positive COVID case. The Public Health Office says the 
Ukiah office of the tire store says between July 5th and 12th, members of the public 
could have been exposed to the virus and should be tested. The public health office says 
if you’re vaccinated and showing symptoms, you should also definitely be tested. The 
business put out a statement saying the safety of customers, staff and the community is 
of the utmost importance and they’re following all health and safety protocols after an 
employee tested positive. They remind everyone to help stop the spread and get 
vaccinated.
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Cases and hospitalizations are surging again in Calif. about a month after restrictions 
were lifted, coronavirus cases and hospitalizations are spiking again. In Los Angeles 
County they’ve had five days straight of over 1,000 new cases. They’ve re-instituted the 
mask mandate. The Gov. reopened the state June 15th and allowed everyone vaccinated 
or not to go back out into indoor public spaces. But this week we saw the average 
number of daily cases more than triple. The state’s positivity rate went from 0.08% to 
3%. Hot spots noted from June 12th to July 12th in San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
Orange counties. Public health officials say almost all of the new cases, hospitalizations 
and deaths are in the unvaccinated. They note about 40% of state residents are not 
vaccinated.

The city of Ukiah’s recycled water is running low due to the drought. The city’s 
director of water and sewer reported to the city council last week the amount of water 
isn’t sustainable, even as they watch over storage very closely at the recycled water 
facility. The water the city treats at the Ukiah Valley Wastewater Treatment Plant 
through the Purple Pipe system is mostly for agricultural uses such as vineyard 
irrigation. The city’s trying to find ways to bolster the supply of the recycled water. But 
they’re mostly storing groundwater not surface water.

Evacuations have been ordered in Clearlake Oaks as at least 5 homes have burned in a 
fire. The fire reported last night before 6 and was dubbed the Hoover fire as it’s burning 
in the area of 1st and Hoover streets. The fire reportedly started in one home, then 
spread from flying embers onto fences and in yards. The Press Democrat reports some 
residents used garden hoses to try to stop the spread, but it was windy. Power lines were 
also down in the area and PG&E was on the scene last night. There were no injuries, 
but the newspaper reports firefighters were challenged by hot temperatures and fast 
moving winds. The fire was contained to that neighborhood and the Red Cross arrived 
to help.  

A 4½-acre fire near Nice had neighbors evacuating. The fire was 3 acres at first before 
jumping less than half its size. It was contained in about an hour. But there were roads 
closed for hours so firefighters could monitor the situation. Evacuations were lifted 
about 90 minutes after being ordered.

Many of the larger counties in the state are ordering residents to put their masks on, 
even the fully vaccinated, that’s against what the CDC and state are saying for indoor 
settings. But county officials say it will help slow the spread of the virus. Across the 
Bay area, health offices were strongly encouraging mask wearing by all residents 
because infections and hospitalizations were rising. Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San 
Francisco, San Mateo, Santa Clara and Sonoma, along with the city of Berkeley were 
asking for masks to be worn. Also in Sacramento, Yolo and Fresno counties. LA county 
too, but the sheriff there says he’s not going to enforce it, because it’s not backed by 
science. All of those counties make up nearly the entire state.

The fires keep burning, like every summer. But now the National Weather Service is 
issuing a fire weather watch for almost all of Northern Calif until 5pm today. Nothing 
from PG&E though on a possible Public Safety Power Shutoff. Forecasts called for dry 
thunderstorms throughout the region, especially at higher elevations. There’s also a red 
flag warning in effect for the eastern Sierra Nevada from the Oregon state line south 
into Central California.  The one large fire burning in the region, the Dixie fire burning 
in Butte and Plumas counties near the Feather River Canyon has blackened nearly 
19,000 acres, exploding almost 9,000 in a day. It’s only 15% contained.



A woman in Ukiah’s landed in the hospital after reports of a solo car crash in the 100 
block of Brush St. Police say the woman hit a utility pole then got out and ran away. 
She was described as being a Hispanic female wearing a hot pink shirt, last seen 
running northbound toward the Fairgrounds Friday. Cops went to the scene finding the 
car with major damage, then later found Luna Magdaleno bleeding and looked to have 
serious injuries. Police say she seemed drunk and admitted she was indeed drinking 
before the crash. She was then taken to the hospital and not booked on DUI quite yet. 
She was already on probation for a previous DUI and had a suspended driver’s license. 
A police report was taken but because of Magdaleno’s injuries she was not immediately 
arrested.

The first in person meeting’s being held by the Lakeport City Council since the 
pandemic first surfaced. At the meeting, the council will meet the city’s newest member 
of the police force, K-9 Olin and his human partner, Kaylene Strugnell. Council 
chambers are open to the public, following state guidelines from Cal OSHA. Those not 
fully vaccinated must wear a mask. The meeting will be hybrid though, some on Zoom 
too.  The new police dog has been trained in narcotic detection and has patrol 
certification including suspect tracking and apprehension. He’s the first since K-9 Max 
retired in 2009. Lakeport police will also present a use of force report to the city 
council.

A man from Potter Valley has been reported missing and police are asking for the 
public’s help finding him. The family of PJ Bruggeman, Jr. says they’ve not seen or 
heard from him since last Thursday. His partner says she saw him that day near his 
home. He’s considered at-risk. A Nixle Alert was issued by the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office last week. He’s described as 5′ 11”, 160 pounds w/blonde dreadlocks 
and several tattoos. Family members say he left home without transportation and left 
his wallet and phone. Search and Rescue were reportedly searching in the Mid-
Mountain Road area of Potter Valley on foot and using off-road vehicles.  

Probation officers in Lake County are being honored by the Board of Supervisors. The  
 board is meeting in person and will stream the meeting on local cable. They will also 
allow participants via Zoom too. They will first proclaim this week as Probation 
Officers Week in Lake County. Later as the supervisors sit as the Sanitation District 
Board of Directors, they’ll mull a resolution over delinquent sewer fees for the Lake 
County Sanitation District.

Going against guidelines from the CDC, the University of California system is 
mandating vaccinations against COVID19 this fall. It’s changing course for the system 
because back in April they said they’d only mandate vaccines after the FDA gave full 
approval, not just emergency approval for the vaccines. Then last month UC said they’d 
require them without FDA approval but didn’t say what triggered the reversal in their 
previous policy. This they say is the final policy for their 10 campuses. The UC 
President says they decided on it after consulting with infectious disease experts and 
continuing to look over evidence from medical studies about how dangerous COVID-
19 and its emerging variants of concern are. But the 23-campus California State 
University system says they still plan to await full FDA approval of at least one existing 
vaccine before mandating it.

It didn’t go well during a forest consultation tour between representatives of Cal Fire 
and the Coyote Valley Band of Pomo Indians. Mendo Voice reports talks broke down 
last Tuesday while a group of activists gathered for a prayer circle at the main Caspar 
entrance to Jackson Demonstration State Forest. So there was no tour with the two sides 
after all. Apparently over 80 people showed up. They tell the news site Cal Fire didn’t 
want to take part in the forest tour due to concern of counter protesters also possibly 
showing up. The tribe had requested a government to government consult regarding 
timber harvesting in the forest.



A new report says Lake Mendocino may not meet its August storage target. The State 
Water Resources Control Board ordered emergency regulation for water rights holders 
in the Russian River watershed for certain levels. But the Lake met its targets twice in 
July. But it’s only getting hotter. The GM of the Russian River Flood Control & Water 
Conservation Improvement District says storage levels trigger the Curtailment of 
Diversions to Protect Water Suppliers and Threatened and Endangered Fish in the 
Russian River Watershed after about 26,109 acre feet on or before August 1st. Those 
impacted will get a notice in snail mail.

The Grand Jury report has been released regarding technology in Mendocino County. 
The report critical of the county CEO and BOS saying the entities have not clearly 
defined the scope, authority or recruitment strategy for the proposed Chief Information 
Officer position. The report goes on to say the IT Master Plan has been delayed almost 
two years as it’s a low priority. The report says there’s no reason for various 
departments to not be able to report to a central IT Dept. There’s no communication the 
Jury reports about IT’s priorities and project initiatives. And since there’s no project 
managers some plans are unfulfilled or not planned. The county also has not secured its 
systems with an independent audit in over 15 years.

A special, limited meeting is being held by the Board of Supervisors. They were 
supposed to talk over and possibly take action on creating a Public Safety Advisory 
Board. They can either adopt an associated ordinance to create the Board, or amend the 
ordinance to instead create a Sheriff Oversight Board or other alternative model.

The Clearlake City Council revisiting the Burns Valley development project, plus 
they’re working with PG&E for long term use of the Clearlake Community Senior 
Center as a Customer Resource Center in the case of Public Safety Power Shutoffs. The 
so-called Customer Resource Centers (CRC) are being put up in service areas for those 
who need electricity at all times. There are also restrooms there, air-conditioned rooms, 
chairs to sit in, water and other essentials. The last time needed, the senior center was 
utilized, and there was a short term agreement with PG&E for it. But that expired. So 
the city and the utility company entered into a longer agreement for continued use of 
the facility.

Congressman Mike Thompson has announced a request for a transportation project in 
Lake County is being included in the Fiscal Year 2022 funding legislation the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, and Housing and Urban Development 
has released. It includes nearly a half million dollars just for the Kelseyville Sidewalk 
Project.

The Bureau of Land Management in Ukiah is asking for public comment on travel 
management planning for trails and roads in the Berryessa Snow Mountain National 
Monument. They’re also holding a Zoom meeting this Wednesday on the matter. They 
already had a couple of workshops where they outlined the issues that should be 
addressed after receiving some public comment. Six years ago the Berryessa Snow 
Mountain National Monument was designated by Presidential Proclamation so almost 
331,000 acres of public lands in Colusa, Glenn, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Solano and 
Yolo counties can be used for recreation, hunting, fishing and livestock grazing.

A man has been arrested for arson after reports of a dumpster fire. Police got a call to 
the Fairfield Inn. Surveillance video caught a man, they’ve since identified and arrested. 
Nathaniel Chim of Fort Bragg was arrested by deputies last Thursday.
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Congressman Jared Huffman is trying to get millions to help restore the kelp forest off 
the North Coast. Huffman introduced legislation last week for a new grant program 
managed by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration with $50 million a 
year for at least four years. The idea is to help conserve, restore and manage kelp forest 
ecosystems. His legislation dubbed the Keeping Ecosystems Living and Productive, or 
KELP, Act would help bull kelp forests off the coasts of Sonoma and Mendocino 
counties which help us know more about the health of an ocean. About 5 years ago 
scientists made us aware of a 93% decline in the forest canopy since 2008.

It’s happening again, PG&E being blamed for a massive wildfire, but this time the 
energy company owns it. The utility has reported to the Calif. Public Utilities 
Commission one of their repairmen went to a circuit outage July 13th, last Tuesday, and 
saw blown fuses in a conductor on top of a pole with a tree leaning on the conductor 
and a fire at the bottom of that tree. And since it was steep rough terrain, the repair 
person couldn’t get to another area with reports of no power. The Dixie Fire has 
blackened almost 60,000 acres, tripling in size in one day, and is only 15% contained. 
The employee called his supervisor and they called 911. The fire was just 10 acres that 
night. Cal Fire investigators took evidence including part of the power line, conductor, 
and part of the tree.

California is about to have the biggest free lunch program for kids, no matter the 
family’s income. The unexpected budget surplus is helping to bolster the largest free 
student lunch program in the US. Experts say it’s a great way to remove the stigma for 
those who have to get a free lunch. And they say more hungry kids will be taken care 
of.  New York, Boston and Chicago also offer free school meals for all, but Calif. will 
be the first State that has a universal program. The state of Maine followed shortly 
California’s announcement with a similar plan.

Just like elsewhere in the state, Mendocino County does not have enough affordable or 
available housing. The Grand Jury has released their report on housing saying Planning 
and Building Services are just doing permitting to develop housing and making sure all 
the red tape is followed, but they’re not working within state standards to meet local 
housing needs. They’re also not regularly in touch with the Board of Supervisors on the 
matter. Instead the Community Development Commission (CDC) and Rural 
Community Housing Development Corporation are working to get local needs met.

Over 20 applications have landed at Mendocino County Environmental Health for hoop 
house Building Permits. About 3 dozen sites are looking to put in the hoop houses, but 
the process was put off as the county worked on its Cannabis Program policies and 
County Code. Now the county’s attorney says they shouldn’t wait any longer to review, 
then issue the permits. So the Environmental Health Dept. began considering the permit 
applications and should be done by the end of the week. The agency says it’s going to 
keep working with their partner agencies and the regulated community to get the 
projects going quick.

A man from Potter Valley reported missing last week has been found dead near his 
home. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office reports Ronald “PJ” Bruggeman Junior’s 
body was found by a friend over the weekend. The coroner will release a cause of death 
after an autopsy, but the Sheriff’s Dept. said the circumstance of the death was unusual. 
The Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue team were out looking for Bruggeman who had 
not been seen since July 15th. He left apparently without transportation or his wallet or 
phone. Friends reportedly said he may have been having a mental health crisis before he 
disappeared. The family has set up a GoFundMe for his wife and two children.



The Mendocino National Forest Upper Lake Ranger District office says they’re closing 
Thursday and Friday, then again for a couple days next week and the week after to help 
on a wildfire in Washington state, the Red Apple fire. The Chief said it was a difficult 
decision to close their offices, but it’s critical fire season and important they help 
wildland firefighters across the country. Plus she says it’s a temporary office closure. 
Check the Mendocino National Forest website for further temporary office closures.

The Mendocino County Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder, Registrar of Voters putting 
out the word on deadlines for local referendum petitions. Petitions protesting adopting 
an ordinance have to be submitted before the effective date of the ordinance. Katrina 
Bartolomie specifically referring to Chapter 22.18 of the county code. It was adopted in 
June and takes effect this coming Friday. So petitions have to be into the office no later 
than 5pm on Thursday. Those who signed a petition, but want to withdraw their name, 
can do so the day before the petition is filed.

Rumors floating around that the budget for the new Little Lake Fire Protection District 
fire house had gone over. But the Fire Chief told the Board of Directors at their meeting 
July 13th, that was not the case. The misinformation that the firehouse would be close 
to a $9 million dollar expenditure which had some community members upset. The 
chief says they are within budget for the new firehouse, and that he appreciates the 
community voting to pass the bond measure, but he did say construction costs are way 
higher now. The firehouse got $7.2 million, but at the time it was supposed to cost 
about $5.6 million. The chief says he still thinks they can stay within the budget.

A couple from Mendocino have been awarded No. 1 Airbnb hosts of California. The 
announcement for Guest Studio Minutes from Mendocino and its owners Glenn and 
Suzanne. The notice as part of a report on the #1 most hospitable hosts in each state. 
They got the most 5-star reviews in cleanliness, check-In, and communication 
categories — with a minimum of 100 reviews. The couple said they weren’t really 
paying close attention to their reviews and said, “it was a shock” and they feel honored.

The State Water Resources Control Board is not curtailing water in the Eel River 
Watershed. The Advocate News reports even though there are dire water situations 
elsewhere, the reservoirs in Brooktrails Township, Lake Emily and Lake Ada Rose, are 
at 88% capacity.  Lake Emily was down two-acre feet the first week of July and Lake 
Ada Rose was down one-acre foot.  But they remind residents to conserve any way with 
small measures like just turning off the water when you brush your teeth, make sure 
your toilet is functioning properly, upgrade old appliances and have efficient plumbing 
systems if possible.

A man who had not been vaccinated in Sonoma County is the latest casualty from the 
pandemic. The Sonoma County public health dept. reported the man was the ninth 
person this month to die from COVID19. The man had other health conditions, but 
officials didn’t say when he got sick, but that he died July 8th.  There had only been one 
death in Sonoma County since May from the virus, but the deaths, hospitalizations and 
infections have been surging again. On Sunday local hospitals reported 44 people 
admitted with the virus and 10 in an ICU. The public health dept. warning we could 
continue to see rising cases and deaths as the Delta strain takes over and spreads 
amongst the unvaccinated.
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Two men who police say were smoking meth along Highway 1 started a fire. The 
Sonoma County Sheriff’s office reports 56 year old David Phillips of Camp Meeker 
and 34 year old James Ware of Monte Rio were responsible for the Sunday afternoon 
fire. They were searching for a pickup truck seen leaving the area of the fire off 
Highway 1 along the Sonoma coast. A sheriff’s deputy apparently headed to the fire 
saw the pickup along Highway 116 and talked to the men. They found a bunch of drugs 
and paraphernalia. Some of the drugs found included fentanyl, cocaine and meth, plus a 
bunch of oxycodone and Xanax. The two arrested for causing a fire and possessing 
drugs and paraphernalia, plus one of them had an active warrant from Santa Clara 
County for a traffic violation.

Mendocino Supervisors are appointing a new citizen commission to draw new district 
lines in the county. This is due to population changes that came after the 2020 Census, 
which was delayed some due to the pandemic. But the county’s not getting the final 
info from the Census until the end of September. The county has until the end of the 
year to redraw district lines. The new citizen commission will meet about once a month 
before the December 15th deadline. The board is encouraging members of the public to 
apply ASAP. The board also moved to amend the Mendocino Cannabis Equity Program 
after the county received more than 2 million dollars to help those most impacted by the 
war on drugs.

It’s bad in Lake County. Of all the counties in Calif., Lake has the highest rate of 
COVID cases per 100,000 people. So the Board of Supervisors is asking for everyone 
to put their masks back on in indoor public places. At their meeting yesterday, the 
board unanimously approved a mask wearing resolution. Not a mandate, more like a 
nudge. Lake joins many other counties, Los Angeles, Contra Costa, San Francisco, 
Santa Clara and Sonoma — plus the city of Berkeley, all recommending everyone, 
vaccinated or not, wear their masks. In Los Angeles County, it’s mandatory. It comes 
one month after the state fully reopened after nearly a year and a half of staying home 
to stay safe from the virus.

The Governor has signed a wide ranging broadband access bill into law to “bridge the 
digital divide”.

The state will invest about $6 billion so all Californians have access to broadband 
coverage through a new state-owned open access middle mile network and last mile 
projects to finally connect homes and businesses with local networks. The Governor 
spoke upon the signing saying as the state builds back after a 15 month closure, they’re 
committed to addressing the challenges the pandemic exposed, including the digital 
divide “holding back too many communities in a state renowned for its pioneering 
technology and innovation economy”. The new law would also set up an apparatus for 
loans for local governments and nonprofits for broadband infrastructure; create a 
broadband czar position at the California Department of Technology; and a committee 
with representatives from across state government.

A man in Fort Bragg has been arrested for having a gun on him while on probation. 
Police went to William Hill’s house on Monday with a search warrant related to another 
investigation and found four guns even though the guy’s not allowed to have them 
because of a criminal protection order. He apparently also admitted to police he knew it 
was illegal for him to have guns, so he was booked into jail. Because of his record and 
the ongoing investigation into a felony, which police have not disclosed, bail was set at 
$100,000 more than the minimum.

A 7-year-old had to be pulled out of a burning home in Willits. The so-called Locust 
incident burned two structures, one a home in the 1200 block of Locust Street off 
Walnut Street. Firefighters reported last night multiple structures were threatened, but 
they held it to two structures. They were there late into the night mopping up. They’ve 
not said what caused the fire.



A woman from Marysville busted after a car crash near Leggett. The CHP reports 
getting a call to a crash on the 101 near Leggett’s Cal Fire station. They say 25-year-old 
Marissa Johnson tried to pass another car while it was not safe and crashed into a truck 
and trailer which led to an altercation that escalated. The CHP says she pulled out a 
gun. Scanner reports first said she was firing a machine gun. But when officers arrived 
the woman was quickly taken into custody. She was in possession of three semi-
automatic pistols and booked in jail for DUI, brandishing a firearm, carrying a 
concealed weapon, possession of ammunition by a prohibited person, and being a felon 
in possession of a firearm.

Sonoma County could be the scene of a whole lot of power downs. PG&E apparently 
has new criteria to determine when to trigger a public safety power shutoff. The utility 
company and emergency officials in the county reported to the Board of Supervisors on 
risky trees, so-called “overstrike trees” which are a risk to lines due to their height, 
density and health. The utility company says there are as many as 5.3 million trees like 
that outside of their right of way but in its Northern and Central California service area. 
So Sonoma could see an average of nearly 4 power downs a year affecting over 6,200 
customers.

The largest homeless shelter in Sonoma County is being hammered by COVID cases. 
The Press Democrat reports at least 90 residents had contracted the virus since after the 
outbreak became apparent July 2nd at the Samuel Jones L. Hall homeless shelter in 
Santa Rosa. 9 residents had to be hospitalized, four were released, and thankfully, there 
have not been any reported deaths. There were 59 cases reported last week and another 
26 possible. They are frequently testing, and so that confirmed seven more cases in 
surveillance testing. They are not taking any new residents until two weeks after all test 
negative. The management of the shelter says cases are finally dwindling with just one 
new confirmed case this week.

A couple of massive wildfires have burned almost 100,000 acres together and are 
creating their own weather conditions. We’ve been reporting on the Dixie Fire which 
blew up in a couple days from 20-61,000 acres with only 15% containment. PG&E 
reported they think their equipment is responsible for starting the fire. It generated a 
massive cloud yesterday, creating its own lightening. The National Weather Service in 
Sacramento reported the clouds were dangerous as the lightening created by the fire, 
could start new fires too. There are evacuation orders in place for Butte and Plumas 
counties. The Tamarack fire near the California-Nevada border also jumped in size, 
nearly doubling in one day from 23,000 to almost 40,000 acres yesterday with 0% 
containment. Heat from the fire is rising, creating clouds and dark skies.

A woman whose daughter has disappeared out of Yuba City says she thinks she may be 
somewhere near or in Clearlake. Anna Parra Stickle posted on Facebook about the 
disappearance of her daughter Nichole Huerta, aka Nichole Arnold Schanuth Hopkins. 
Stickle’s post says there has to be someone out there who knows where her daughter is 
as she’s been missing since March. She also is asking for anyone who many know 
anything about who she was with when she disappeared to call her. She says Nichole’s 
son has been holed up in his room since his mother disappeared. She is also asking for 
messages on Facebook or you can call and block your number as the family is desperate 
for info. We’ve placed all info on this radio station’s website and Facebook page. Anna: 
530-315-2343.

A major cannabis project could be coming to Clearlake Oaks. The Lake County 
Planning Commission is considering the project in Kelseyville and another on property 
split in Middletown. The meeting is tomorrow morning in person and on Zoom. The 
meeting is continued from two weeks ago for the proposed project at High Valley 
Ranch. The proposal is for a 649-acre chunk of the 1,640-acre ranch. It would have 
space for drying marijuana, packing, distribution (shipping and receiving), and other 
ancillary uses such as office space. The other on old vineyard property with a bunch of 
walnut trees that need to be removed. They also want to put in more than 100 hoop 
houses over 4 years.
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An affordable housing project is being considered in Anderson Valley with the help of 
Congressman Jared Huffman. The Community Project Funding process is in the latest 
House Appropriations Committee’s Fiscal Year 2022 funding bill. Huffman says the 
Anderson Valley Affordable Housing Initiative could get $400,000 from the federal 
government. And another project we told you about earlier this week for a bull kelp 
forest recovery program in Sonoma and Mendocino counties at $500,000. Huffman 
says the bills will be considered on the House Floor in months ahead.

A man has been arrested after a gunshot victim was dropped off at the Cal-Fire Covelo 
Substation. Deputies got a call to a 28 year old shooting victim who they say was shot 
by a family member after an altercation on the road north of Covelo.  Before deputies 
got to the Cal Fire station, the victim was flown to an out of county hospital. The 
suspect was identified after as Angel Reyes-Guzman of San Jose and Modesto, so an 
arrest warrant was issued. Reyes-Guzman was found in Modesto and arrested. He was 
booked into the Stanislaus County Jail and Mendocino deputies arrived there for 
continued investigating. Deputies served a search warrant in Covelo at a big illegal 
marijuana farm. 20 people were seen there, 13 took off, 8 were detained and questioned 
and nearly 14,000 plants were taken.  Reyes-Guzman has been charged with attempted 
murder and the personal use of a firearm causing great bodily injury and held on 
$650,000 bail. 

A fire that broke out in Clearlake Oaks ended in the arrest of a local woman. 11 
structures burned in the fire that started last Saturday afternoon. The Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office responded to help Northshore Fire because there were evacuations.  
Five structures and six outbuildings were damaged or destroyed. Later a woman was 
seen in the area walking with accelerant, she was yelling at folks, one of them reported 
her, Tori Brannon, who they say threatened she’d burn her neighbor’s homes down. She 
told police she was throwing away old gasoline by pouring it into the ground and 
soaking it up with a  blanket. And she claimed an old lighter somehow sparked the fire. 
So she yelled for people to call 9-1-1. They arrested her for Unlawful Starting of a Fire 
resulting in destruction of an inhabited structure, and Unlawful Starting of A fire 
During a State of Emergency. She was held on $500,000.00 bail.

Several hundred pot plants found at a home in Clearlake. Cops served a search warrant 
at a home finding over 900 marijuana plants in four “hoop houses”. There wasn’t 
anyone at the residence when officers got there, but they’ve reportedly identified a 
possible suspect. Complaints came to police who told code enforcement about the 
possible grow and water diversions. Detectives say they think the garden was an illegal 
cultivation operation with nobody residing at the home and those responsible were 
stealing power and water. Calling it a potential fire hazard too. Power was then 
disconnected.

A couple of homes have been damaged and an outbuilding was destroyed during a fire 
in Willits. The fire reportedly started in the backyard where there had been reports of 
numerous illegal burn piles recently. Little Lake Fire reported to the scene with City of 
Willits Code Enforcement Officers several times in the past. A neighbor told Mendo 
Fever the owner had lit several bonfires there before. The Fire Chief of Little Lake Fire, 
and Ridgewood Ranch Fire, Brooktrails Fire, and a Cal Fire were at the fire this week. 
Nobody was home at the time, but several cats were rescued from one building.

A home fire reported in Laytonville spread to brush. The fire on Spyrock Road 
yesterday afternoon. Firefighters arrived to find the home fully engulfed in flames. An 
Incident Commander reported they received multiple calls on the fire and the home was 
a total loss, but the fire was contained quick.



Surveillance testing of COVID19 cases in Sonoma County turns up multiple cases of 
the Delta variant. The Press Democrat reports the samples revealed at least 115 cases of 
the highly transmissible strain, showing delta is now the dominant coronavirus strain. 
The public health officer says most of the samples they’ve taken since May have been 
the delta strain. They’re doing a certain kind of genetic sequencing on some of the test 
samples which turned up the results on the strain. Hospitalizations in the state have 
doubled over the last month and over the last two weeks cases numbers are rising 
exponentially.

After the mayor of Windsor resigned after a string of sexual abuse claims against him, 
the city council is trying to fill his seat. They already have a new mayor. But during an 
hours long session last night, they didn’t fill the 5th seat and no decision was made. The 
Mayor Sam Salmon announced they were at a tie with a 2 to 2 vote. The matter is 
therefore continued until their meeting next week so they can meet an August 
1st deadline to get the seat filled. Salmon became mayor last month after former Mayor 
Dominic Foppoli quit because of the allegations of sexual assault and misconduct 
against him.

A man in Colusa County who died in a head on crash has been identified as being from 
Clearlake. The CHP reports 57 year old Roman Calderon died in the crash July 11th on 
Highway 20 east of Highway 16. 4 other people were also injured after the Toyota 
Tacoma and Dodge Durango smashed into each other. The Dodge driver, was a 27-
year-old man from Orland. He and a 40-year-old woman, a 7-year-old boy and a 5-year-
old girl all had on their seatbelts but were injured. The CHP is reportedly trying to see if 
there may have been drugs or alcohol involved in the crash.

Pacific Gas and Electric says they’re start to bury their power lines underground after 
years of wildfires blamed on their equipment. The announcement yesterday for a 
massive undertaking to underground equipment in high fire threat districts. The CEO 
announced the move in Butte County which was devastated by the Camp Fire and is 
just barely escaping the still burning Dixie Fire. The utility company says they believe 
their equipment started the fire which as of last night had blackened 91,000 acres.

Lake County grappling with how to handle the Opioid crisis as the state and others 
across the country file loads of lawsuits against that industry. Lake Co News reports the 
California Attorney General Rob Bonta just announced a $26 billion settlement that can 
help to pay for the struggles some are dealing with while addicted to the drugs. Bonta 
says the proposed settlement can help to heal communities and hold those accountable 
for the public health crisis. The settlement is reported with the country’s three largest 
PHARMA companies, and Johnson & Johnson who manufactured and marketed 
opioids. The settlement will reportedly include the county of Lake, and the cities of 
Clearlake and Lakeport who joined the lawsuit.

The Ukiah Design Review Board is considering a massive storage and truck rental 
facility in a now vacant lot next to Kohl’s. A staff report for the meeting today includes 
the application for a Major Development permit on North Orchard Avenue for the 
nearly 40-foot tall showroom, a (UHaul) truck and trailer storage and rental, retail 
sales, and automotive accessory sales business. Zoning covers this sort of business so 
the design board will look over plans then make their recommendation. It would then 
potentially move to the Ukiah Planning Commission for further action.
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After almost a year and a half closure, the C.V. Starr Community Center in Fort Bragg 
has reopened. The center is also at full capacity, and they have a bunch of new classes 
and the pool is also open to the public. Those who come to the center have to self-attest 
that they’ve been vaccinated, so they don’t have to wear a mask. All others have to 
wear a mask while at the facility unless they’re using the pools. Those who had been 
members, pre-pandemic, will have to re-register. Those who were monthly or yearly 
members have credit potentially for time left on their memberships. They also need 
more lifeguards, for more info, visit http://www.mendocoastrec.org.

Another fire reported, this time around a motel in Ukiah, but it was quickly contained. 
The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority reports they got a call Tuesday to the Super 8 on 
South Orchard Avenue because there was a fire burning near the pool. They say when 
they arrived, they found “a pergola fully involved in flames.” Ukiah Police were there 
and used a fire extinguisher, to no avail because it was burning plastic furniture. The 
fire dept. says the patio was far from the main buildings, so they were never threatened. 
They say they’re not sure how the fire started, but it was human-caused and they will 
check out video surveillance to see if they can figure it out.

There’s a new boss at the Lake County Chamber of Commerce. A few months after the 
former CEO Melissa Fulton retired after more than 30 years, they’ve chosen Laura 
McAndrews Sammel. There was an open search and Sammel was hired last Friday. She 
was CFO/executive of human resources and a leadership coach at Combs Consulting 
and has reportedly volunteered for several organizations and committees, and is also the 
current President of the Rotary Club of Lakeport.

The first ever executive director has been hired at the Lake County Tourism 
Improvement District. The board of directors has negotiated a contract with one of its 
founding members to become executive director, Brian Fisher, of Kelseyville. He’s 
resigned from the board to take the position. He was the chair of the marketing and 
communications committee and is credited with growing the “Visit Lake County” 
website to over 30,000 users/month and increasing social media followers by 130%.

There have been a lot more unemployment claims filed in the state. Last week more 
initial claims were filed than the week before, with more people without work than 
what normal levels would have been pre-pandemic. The jobless filings in the state are 
still pretty high even after a month of the state reopening fully. There were over 58,200 
claims for the week ending July 17th, 1,334 more than a week before. Before times 
unemployment claims in January and February of 2020 averaged at just under 
45,000/week. Across the country claims were also up at 419,000 claims for the week 
ending July 17th. That’s up 51,000 from 368,000 claims filed the week ending July 
10th.

Mendocino County Sheriff’s detectives are in the early phases of a homicide 
investigation. Deputies answering a call about shots fired found one man dead from 
gunshot wounds around 3:00 this morning on property on the 50000 block of Bell 
Springs Road in Leggett. Nearby, they also found marijuana growing in and out of 
greenhouses. Those deputies later spotted a man running away from the scene. A CHP 
Search helicopter found two men who were detained about two hours later. During the 
search for suspects, one deputy fell and had to be airlifted to the hospital with what are 
called significant but not life-threatening injuries. The shooting victim is only identified 
as a Hispanic man. No word on any arrests yet. The County Marijuana Enforcement 
Team and Major Crimes Task Force are also involved in the investigation because of 
the marijuana growing operation found on the property.

http://www.mendocoastrec.org/


Investigators are trying to find the cause of a fire that destroyed a Ukiah laundromat 
early this morning. The alarm came in around 4:15 this morning from the Norge 
Cleaners & Full Services on South State Street. Arriving crews couldn’t save that 
business but were able to keep the flames from spreading to the Ukiah Natural Foods 
Co-op in the same building or to the Mendocino County Department of Social Services 
building just feet away. Aside from the laundromat, there was no other damage. 
Nobody was hurt. Around two dozen firefighters from several departments helped put 
out the fire.

The Mendocino County Board of Elections is reviewing signatures on a petition asking 
whether expanding cannabis growing to 10% on ag land and permitting expansion into 
range land should be submitted to the voters in a referendum. Organizers say they’re 
confident that they have well over the almost 4,000 signatures they need to get the 
question onto the ballot. The election office has 30 days to certify the petitions. If the 
board of supervisors doesn’t rescind that controversial ordinance set to take effect 
today, then voters would have their say either this November, in a special election, or in 
the next regular election. The petitioners will announce their final tally of signatures at 
a gathering at Todd Grove Park in Ukiah Saturday afternoon at 5.

Water trucks may be moving through the village of Mendocino after two years of 
extremely low rainfall have dried the town’s groundwater wells. The town relies on 
rain-dependent aquifers, and reports say many of the town wells are very low or totally 
dry. Residents and businesses have to buy water from out of town. The City of Fort 
Bragg is one supplier. But they’ve now stopped to keep enough water for their own 
residents and businesses. Rumor has it the town could bring water in on a barge, move 
it further by railway from Willits on the Skunk Train tracks. The Ukiah Sewer and 
Water Director says the amount of water needed is pretty minimal right now, but 
they’re unable, so far, to find alternatives to get water to town. There are 1,000 full time 
residents in Mendocino and as many as 2,000 daily visitors.

The state is making some changes to the way they pay unemployment which the 
Governor’s office says could open payments up to 100,000 people who have gone 
several weeks or months without pay. The Employment Development Department has 
announced a new system whereby they’ll continue paying unemployment benefits as 
they investigate if they’re even eligible. It comes after a lawsuit between the state and 
the advocacy group, the Center for Workers’ Rights.

More tuition if you’re going to a University of California campus. The Board of 
Regents gave the greenlight to a plan to raise tuition and fees at the system’s 10 
campuses over several years. They were first talking about it 4 years ago, saying they 
had to raise the rates to maintain quality and get more financial aid for some students. 
The tuition and fee hikes would amount to 2% plus inflation for new undergraduates 
starting next year. They say that will about $13,000 a year for in-state students.

A domestic violence episode in Laytonville ends in the arrest of a man who deputies 
say got physically violent with the victim, his former girlfriend. Casey Riggs has 2 
children with the woman. They had an argument after dinner over child custody. Rigg 
is blamed for taking the kids to his house then attacking the woman when she followed 
him, kicking her car door and attacking her when she got out, hitting her in the face, 
strangling her and yelling at her. Fearing for her life she stayed, and he attacked her 
again, and took her phone, but she somehow got away. He pulled weapons on her, 
shooting a rifle near her head. She called police and her kids were found to be ok. But 
deputies saw a bunch of guns at the home where the kids slept so he was arrested on 
several charges like making criminal threats, assault with a deadly weapon and 
vandalism and held on $150,000.00 bail.



People are needed to be on he new Redistricting Commission in Mendocino County. As 
we told you earlier this week the Board of Supervisors is creating the commission after 
the 2020 Census, to redraw District Lines. The board is asking five citizens to step up to 
apply for the commission which will meet about once a month until the end of the year. 
The deadline for the new District Lines is mid December. The new Census results will 
be out around the last week of September, but the county needs to get to work anyway. 
All of those who apply have to be county residents, are not an elected official or be in 
the family of an elected official, or be a paid campaign staffer of an elected official. 
Apply online at www.mendocinocounty.org/redistricting  or call (707) 463-
4441. Applications are due no later than August 6, 2021. 

A new massive marijuana operation has been approved in Clearlake Oaks. The Lake 
County Planning Commission voted yes on the project on High Valley Ranch 
unanimously.  The ranch is on about 1,640 acres and used to be PSI World. Now the 
new owners are proposing the cannabis growing project on 649-acres of the ranch. They 
would grow marijuana on 80 acres along with 110,000 square feet for storage and 
drying facilities, and a 13,000 square foot conference center there would be turned into 
a space for packing and distribution and office space.

Cal Fire has gotten ahold of another dozen aircraft to fight fires this year. More money 
is being poured into wildfire fighting and fire safety in the state, and just hours after the 
cash was secured the fire agency secured nine out of 12 aircraft which were reportedly 
immediately sent to new and growing fires. The Governor blames climate change on 
the extreme weather worldwide. He says it’s “creating hotter, drier conditions in 
Western States and contributing to unparalleled risk of catastrophic wildfire”. $2 billion 
dollars has been earmarked for wildfire preparedness and emergency response.

The annual National Night Out is being held in Fort Bragg. This year, they’re at 
Bainbridge Park from 5:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Tuesday, August 3rd. National Night Out 
is a yearly community-building campaign promoting police-community partnerships 
and neighborhood camaraderie to make neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live. 
It brings police together with community members. Each year millions of neighbors 
participate in National Night Out across thousands of communities in all fifty states, 
U.S. territories and military bases worldwide each first Tuesday in August. In Fort 
Bragg, they will have free food and beverages, activities for kids and giveaways.

The Mendocino Grand Jury had some things to say about homelessness and affordable 
housing, now the Lake County Grand Jury comes out with a report on COVID19. The 
Grand Jury report says Lake was not prepared for a pandemic. The report says many of 
the county’s agencies weren’t sure what their responsibilities after the county’s 
COVID ordinance was issued. The Jury also said there’s no process right now to 
effectively respond to unexpected urgent and serious county-wide challenges. The Jury 
did say Lake was not alone and that many state health departments were unsure how to 
respond when the pandemic first surfaced.

A young woman from Novato (Nah-vah-toe) is going to trial for the death of two 
people while driving drunk near Middletown.  Keilah Marie Coyle was in the Salvation 
Army residential treatment program recently and has no prior convictions so she was 
released with a promise to reappear and follow rules of her conditional release. She’s 
accused of driving drunk in March and getting into a crash on Highway 29 north of 
Middletown, crossing the double yellow lines, hitting a GMC van head-on and killing 
two people from Clearlake. Coyle was arrested and a month later her lawyer doubted 
she could stand trial, so the case was suspended so she could be evaluated. She was 
found to be competent to stand trial so the criminal proceedings against her were 
reinstated. She’s pleaded not guilty to all counts and denied all special allegations.

http://www.mendocinocounty.org/redistricting
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Like years past, the largest wildfire in the state merges with another that has destroyed 
homes in hard to reach areas for firefighters. The Dixie Fire which started about a week 
and a half ago has reportedly destroyed over ten homes and other buildings. The Fly 
Fire was the small fire that left a path of destruction in Indian Falls over the weekend. 
Cal Fire officials reported the Dixie fire which is burning in Plumas and Butte counties 
is 21% contained. Extreme fire behavior was expected today and moist air, that could 
bring the potential for fire induced weather systems. There were evacuation orders and 
warnings across several counties. As many as 10,000 homes are threatened and the fire 
has burned nearly 193,000 acres.

Another meeting’s planned at the Jackson Demonstration State Forest. The Forest 
Advisory Group is meeting August 3rd, that’s next Tuesday at 6:00 pm in Fort Bragg. 
They will update on previous meetings, the government to government consultation 
that was requested, review public comments and responses after the forest community 
outreach. The public is invited to submit comments by email which have to get to them 
before August 1st.

The Mendocino County Public Health Officer, Dr. Andy Coren is asking for everyone 
to put their masks back on indoors, vaccinated or not. Dr. Coren put a personal note out 
over the weekend saying he’s getting more and more concerned about the surge in 
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations which have gone to nearly 4/day to 11 a day. 
Also, the amount of people in the hospital has nearly tripled from 5 to 14. He says the 
Delta Variant is now in the county, is twice as contagious, is spreading to more people 
faster than we’ve seen before, mostly in those who are unvaccinated and it’s targeting 
younger adults. He asks for everyone to wear masks indoors and outside if you’re in a 
crowd containing unvaccinated people. He also reminds the vaccines are extremely 
effective and unvaccinated people get COVID 8 times more than vaccinated. Those 
who’ve been vaccinated and get COVID have milder disease, rarely need the hospital 
and almost never die.

The petition circulating against a recent referendum by the Mendocino County Board of 
Supervisors on zoning for cannabis farms has turned up more than 6,000 signatures. 
Organizers say there was interference by paid harassers, but they had more than 115 
volunteers for The People’s Referendum to Save Our Water, Wildlife, and Way of Life. 
The petitions were turned over last week to the clerk-recorder’s office. If there are 
enough valid signatures counted, Mendocino supervisors can either repeal the cannabis 
ordinance adopted last month or put it on a ballot. The initiative was supposed to take 
effect last Friday, but has been placed on hold until the petitions can be considered.

A woman hiking in Fort Bragg had to be rescued after disappearing for more than a 
day. Deputies got a call over the weekend that Joyce Smith, of Fort Bragg had gone 
hiking and wasn’t seen for a whole day. She was reported in the Seaside Beach area, 
running in the Russian Gulch area Friday morning. Deputies searched the area, finding 
Smith’s car on Caspar Little Lake Road, in Mendocino then sent out search and rescue 
personnel along with Chase, the Bloodhound. They found her in the Russian Gulch area 
alive, but exposed to the elements, so she was taken to the hospital.

A man accused of murder, assault and firing a rifle had his case extended to next year. 
Matthew Mora is accused of DUI and violating probation too after a call to Upper Lake 
to reports of a gunshot victim in January. Deputies found a dead woman, Christine 
Mora, who witnesses say was the suspects stepmother. Witnesses also told deputies he 
was drunk and arguing with family members when he allegedly shot her. He was found 
after at a local motel and arrested and held on one million dollars bail. He was arraigned 
in March and held over for the murder and pleaded not guilty.



Last year when the Oak Fire burned in Mendocino County a couple dozen or so 
homeowners applied to have the state take out their debris. The Daily Journal reports 28 
properties enrolled in California’s Consolidated Debris Removal Program had all debris 
taken out so they can now apply for reconstruction. The soil samples are taken to see if 
they meet state health and environmental standards; then hazardous trees are removed 
and state debris officials do a walk through. The newspaper reports there are nearly 470 
more properties in five other counties in the Bay Area that are also ready to start 
construction permitting.

Sonoma County like Mendocino and Lake are recommending masks indoors for all. 
The Sonoma County health officer Dr. Sundari Mase along with other Bay Area health 
officers recommended masks again to slow the spread after the recent surge of the delta 
variant, which officials say is at least 50% more transmissible than the original strain of 
COVID-19. The county’s case count has doubled from about 4 new cases/day to 9.5, 
mostly in those who have not taken the vaccination. The Press Democrat reports the 
indoor mask wearing recommendation, not a mandate, has received many reactions, 
including that we are all going backwards. In Sonoma County, health officials say 
they’re watching trends and they have not said whether or not it will become 
mandatory, but didn’t say it wouldn’t either.

A man who grew up in Mendocino County who’d been living in Salem, OR has been 
reported missing. Steven Van Pelt was reportedly climbing Mt. Jefferson, and on the 
way down that state’s second-tallest peak, disappeared. Rescuers are looking for him, 
but so far, there’s been no sign of him. He was reported to be in “extreme mountainous 
terrain.” A witness said he fell, and they couldn’t see him anymore. And that it had to 
have been several hundred feet down.  The Linn County Sheriff’s Office says the rescue 
was made more difficult by the extremely dangerous terrain which requires technical 
mountaineers to traverse the mountainside.

Reports of a water theft near Willits. Mendo Fever reports hearing on the scanner that 
the state Fish and Wildlife dept was asking for help from the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office. They say the suspects are described as two men who had several water 
tanks in an unmarked truck with no license plates and that they were seen pumping 
water out of Bechtel Creek near the intersection of Williams Ranch Road and Deer Mill 
Road.

Several firefighters from Mendocino County are working on California’s largest fire, 
the Dixie Fire. The nearly 200-000 acre inferno burning in Butte and Plumas counties 
has merged with a smaller fire and burned homes and is threatening thousands more. 
Five rural fire agencies are stationed on the Dixie Fire, joining a team from Cal Fire’s 
Humboldt-Del Norte unit who also just joined the fight. The Hopland Fire Chief says 
he’s leading a strike team consisting of members from his station, the Anderson Valley 
Fire Department, Mendocino Volunteer Fire Department, Redwood Coast Fire 
Department from Point Arena and a South Coast Volunteer Fire team out of Gualala.

A man had to be airlifted to the hospital after a crash in Clearlake Oaks. The CHP says 
37 year old Stephen Williams of Pacifica got into the crash Saturday, then was arrested 
for DUI after the four car crash on Highway 20. The CHP says he rear ended a Toyota 
Prius and both cars veered into oncoming traffic. Three women in a Jeep Grand 
Cherokee had to be flown to UC Davis Medical Center after they were hit, one of them 
had severe injuries, the other two were minor. And the driver of the Prius, a man from 
Oakland, also had minor injuries. There was a 4th car, but the driver was uninjured.

The Governor is reporting all state employees and health care workers need to show 
proof of a COVID-19 vaccination or be tested weekly to slow the spread of new 
infections, that have mostly been reported in those who are unvaccinated. It starts next 
month, but the Governor made the announcement today regarding the more than 
200,000 state employees…
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Separately the state is reporting around 62% of all eligible Californians have been fully 
vaccinated, and they’re sort of at a standstill, getting those without the vaccination to 
step up. It comes as the more contagious delta variant is surging with more 
hospitalizations than in weeks past.

More info on a murder in Leggett last week has been released by the Sheriff’s Office, 
including the arrest of a suspect. The Sheriff’s office reports one of two people they 
detained Friday, Oscar Alvarez Ruiz was arrested and held on no bail. They say they’re 
still investigating a possible motive and they’re still not releasing the name of the 
victim, but an autopsy is set for Wednesday.

A fire breaks out behind an ice cream shop in Ukiah, but firefighters stomped it pretty 
quick. Mendo Fever reports on the scanner the Ukiah Valley Fire Authority was 
dispatched to a vegetation fire behind the Baskin Robbins on East Perkins Street near 
the Pear Tree Shopping Center. The fire burned only an eighth of an acre and was just 
moving very show. Since it was in concrete parking lots, it didn’t spread much.

Temporary fire restrictions are in place at the Boggs Mtn. Demonstration State Forest. 
The CAL FIRE Sonoma-Lake-Napa Unit reported hot, dry conditions and low fuel 
moisture and current fire activity led to the restrictions for any campfire across the 
forest except for propane stoves in one campground on the property, Calso Camp. They 
announced the new rules would start immediately to protect life and property.

For more information about the Boggs Mountain Demonstration State Forest 
please visit them at https://www. fire.ca.gov/programs/resource- management/resource-
 protection-improvement/ demonstration- stateforests/boggs/

Water rights for those taking from the upper and lower Russian River are being 
suspended to try to save whatever is left of storage in Lake Mendocino. Reports say it’s 
losing as much as 58 million gallons/day. That would mean curtailment for the upper 
river following emergency regulations put in place last month. The State Water 
Resources Control Board put emergency orders for the rest of the watershed in place 
too because of the drought. They have not said how many water rights holders would be 
impacted yet, but the Water Resources Control Board said they’d have more info 
gathered soon and orders would be sent out to rights holders by the end of next week. 
The Press Democrat reports it could affect over 4,000 water rights holders — ranchers, 
grape growers, community water districts and entire cities and towns.

That large homeless shelter in Sonoma County we’ve been telling you about that’s had 
multiple COVID cases, even in the unvaccinated, is adding more. The Press Democrat 
reports the Samuel L Jones Hall Shelter in Santa Rosa is overwhelmed with cases. They 
say about 70% of residents have tested positive and over half have been fully 
vaccinated. As of yesterday, the newspaper reports, 107 residents and 3 staffers had a 
positive test over one month time. And of those, at least 64 had their vaccination. But 
local health officials say that can happen when in close quarters with others who have 
not had the shots. Nine of the shelter residents ended up in the hospital, 6 have been 
released and they’ve not reported anyone dying.

More and more correctional officers at state prisons will be wearing body cameras. It’s 
all part of  broader oversight of employees in the Governor’s latest budget. There was 
almost $91 million dollars earmarked to install security and body cams at five facilities, 
the Kern Valley State Prison; California Institution for Women; California State Prison, 
in Corcoran; the Substance Abuse Treatment Facility and State Prison, also in 
Corcoran; and the California State Prison, Los Angeles. There was a court order that 
demanded more cameras after the case of Armstrong v. Newsom. In the case multiple 
disabled inmates in San Diego said they were brutally victimized by corrections 
officers.

file:///C:/Users/Jason/Desktop/FCC%20Reports-News/2021%20FCC%20Reports-News/


07/28/21

As we’ve been reporting warming California water bodies are killing off endangered 
salmon. Fishermen say it’s too hot in rivers and the drought is making it hotter, 
threatening fish from Idaho to California. The latest report in young salmon dying in 
the Klamath River because not only the warmer water and drought, but those conditions 
allowing a parasite to thrive. It may mean an end to the fishing season for anglers who 
depend on adult salmon for their livelihoods. The commercial salmon fishing industry 
is said to be worth about $1.4 billion. It could also mean crazy prices for salmon, higher 
than the current $35 per pound.

California Republicans looking to unseat Governor Newsom in the September recall 
election may soon have their leading candidate. They’ll vote virtually for who they’d 
like to see beat the Governor in the recall election. The party will take an endorsement 
vote Aug. 7th then get behind that candidate for the following month up to the election. 
The party’s executive committee got together this past Saturday to approve how they’ll 
move forward in the final weeks. Some delegates disagreed with the process though, 
saying the way forward will just divide their party, and that it will distract from their 
main goal, to oust the Democratic incumbent.  Ballots for the Sept. 14th  recall election 
should arrive in voter mailboxes by mid-August.

Will an upcoming weather system finally ease the continued drought across the West? 
Storms are coming, yes, but some may sweep through with moisture but no rain for 
parts of Nevada, California, Oregon and Idaho. There’s a drought emergency in Calif. 
The United States Drought Monitor has labeled it as exceptional for a third of the state. 
There’s a drought emergency in effect for 50 of California’s 58 counties which 
accounts for approximately 42% of our population. We are expecting gusty winds and 
dust which could spread burning fires, like the massive Bootleg and Dixie, and new 
lightning strikes could ignite more.

In Willits, they’re pretty close to getting their new firehouse. The new firehouse is in 
the last bit of construction, the chief says it’ll be ready for their planned grand opening 
on September 11th. Architect Dennis Dong designed the new station 54. They have 
about 300 square feet for recreation including a place for firefighters to exercise, four 
small dorms, ADA compliant bathrooms, a kitchen and day use area. They will also 
have a training room for meetings and such and of course a lobby and public restrooms.

The Mendocino Grand Jury has been keeping busy, releasing a report on affordable 
housing as of late, and the most recent on distance learning during the coronavirus 
pandemic. The was from March of 2021 on. The jury says the distance learning had an 
impact on students, one observation they say is that reports of children being mistreated 
to Child Protective Services were down because teachers or other mandated reporters 
weren’t able to observe children as much. The report said many students were not 
understanding core subjects, failures more than doubled and the whole idea of online 
learning was not practical for about a third of the student population. They did mention 
positive parts of distance learning, like technology lasting after the pandemic for remote 
teaching and learning, and teleconferencing cut travel time.

Rescuers are still searching for a former resident of Mendocino County on Mt. 
Jefferson in Oregon.  Steven Van Pelt was reportedly coming back down the 10,495-
foot tall volcano when witnesses say he fell a couple hundred feet down and they lost 
sight of him Friday. The mountain is said to be one of the most challenging of the 
higher volcanoes. The local Sheriff’s Office says they’re still looking for Van Pelt. 
Kym Kemp reports a mountaineer contacted the news site saying they had seen Van 
Pelt and a climbing partner Friday about 1,200 feet below the summit and that they 
were well equipped for the conditions. The Linn County Sheriff’s Office reported the 
rescue was complicated by the rough terrain, calling it “extremely dangerous”.



If you’re headed out towards State Route 36 on a road trip be mindful of delays as 
crews continue to work in the August Complex burn. They’re doing emergency slide 
work in Trinity County, about 6 miles west of the junction with State Route 3 near 
Forest Glen. The work starts Monday with one hour delays expected weekdays from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. and 5-10 minute delays over nights and on weekends. They’re trying to 
get the work done ahead of fall and winter weather, hopefully by the start of October.

A new poll says Gov. Newsom may indeed be recalled. The Berkeley IGS and Los 
Angeles Times poll released yesterday says more voters are considering the removal of 
the Governor than the last poll. 47% of likely voters surveyed said they’d vote to recall 
Newsom, with a slim approval of 50% questioned said they’d keep him in office. The 
Governor for his part says he’s confident he will be able to keep his job. The Calif. 
Republican party chair says they’re ready to win. The poll shows former radio talk 
show host Larry Elder as the preferred replacement for Newsom, yet 40% surveyed said 
they were undecided on a replacement candidate.

If you’re not planning to get vaccinated, you won’t be allowed to attend any Cal State 
University campus. The University System announced yesterday it will be mandatory 
for all faculty, staff and students to be fully vaccinated against COVID-19 for the fall 
semester. Those who are using campus facilities will have to show proof they’re fully 
inoculated before Sept. 30th except those with religious and medical exemptions. The 
schools will reverse course from April when they announced they’d only mandate a 
vaccine after full approval for any of them by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 
But the Chancellor said the current surge of Delta cases is too alarming.

The cases of coronavirus in Lake County are out of control. The highest rate in the state 
at 50/100,000, and it could be higher, because these numbers are a week old. The 
county reports the testing positivity rate is currently at 17.4% way up from the 1% rate 
the county had mid-June. The cases jumping are blamed on any factors, about the time 
the state removed all safety restrictions, the county only having about 42% of those 
eligible, vaccinated and those who are enjoying non mask wearing, which is only 
supposed to be for the fully vaccinated not that 42%. The county says they’re also 
documenting delta cases which is 1,000 times more powerful than the original virus. 
The county says it’s critical for those not vaccinated to do so and for everyone to follow 
preventative measures as we have in the past, masking, hand hygiene and social 
distancing. The State of California reports 99% of the cases are in the unvaccinated.

The rate of COVID infections in Lake County has doubled in the last week. At last 
week’s Board of Supervisors meeting, they passed a resolution for community members 
to mask back up, although it’s not mandatory. The acting Public Health Officer, Dr. 
Charlie Evans said the pandemic is far from over. The county epidemiologist says the 
state is seeing 35 cases per 100,000 people, a jump from the week before, and that Lake 
was at 50 cases per 100,000. The board agreed to urge mask wearing again when they 
were at 17 cases per 100,000. There was also another death due to the virus last week, 
which brings the total to 65 so far. Over the last week, there were 250 confirmed cases. 
Lake Co News reports that’s the third-highest week for cases in Lake County since the 
pandemic first surfaced.



Northern Calif. Congressman John Garamendi has released his discussion draft of the 
“Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument Expansion Act”. This means the 
public can now comment on the legislation which will expand the Monument to include 
a federally owned piece of land known as the “Walker Ridge” tract. The Lake County 
Board of Supervisors is supporting the Monument along with the California Wilderness 
Coalition and California Native Plant Society.  In 2014, Garamendi worked with other 
Calif. legislators to get the Walker Ridge tract included in the National Monument 
boundary. And the new draft will include it saying it includes rare and beautiful plant 
species, some found only in Northern California. Also rare and protected animals have 
habitat there including the bald eagle, golden eagle and tule elk.

Some people who’ve been jailed in Lake County and are back out in society are getting 
a helping hand. The Police Dept. in Lakeport reports partnering with Siyan Clinical 
Research after the county was awarded a grant. Hope Rising Lake County reportedly 
put together a health needs assessment and the California Community Reinvestment 
grants program awarded Lake enough to help the formerly incarcerated get support for 
their mental health, dealing with addiction, poverty, unemployment and housing 
stability. The program came about as part of Proposition 64, the legalization of 
recreational marijuana act back in 2016. Siyan Clinical Research is said to be the 
biggest psychiatric research facility in Northwestern California.

A man caught up in the Capitol Riots at the US Capitol January 6th is having a 
fundraiser at a Guerneville winery. The Press Democrat reports conservative social 
media figure, Brandon Straka, is having a fundraiser Saturday at the Rio Crest Winery, 
charging up to $150 to get in. The former liberal-turned-conservative media influencer 
started the #WalkAway political movement, for frustrated Democrats to come over to 
the other side. His so-called “comeback fundraiser” after some social media platforms 
curbed his ability to post. He was arrested in Nebraska and faces multiple federal 
charges including impeding a law enforcement officer during civil disorder; entering 
and remaining on restricted grounds; and disorderly conduct with intent to disturb a 
hearing before Congress. His preliminary hearing is Aug. 25th.

There’s another Flex Alert in Calif.  The state’s electric grid operator issued the 
statewide Flex Alert for today due to higher-than-normal temperatures. This means they 
want residents to try to conserve electricity from 4-9 p.m. The California Independent 
System Operator is asking consumers to set their thermostats at 72 degrees and only use 
major appliances before 4 p.m. Close blinds and drapes so it stays cool in your home. 
Then when the Flex Alert starts, to please turn the thermostat to 78, turn off any 
unnecessary lights, and don’t use major appliances until after 9 p.m.

A fire near Adventist Health Ukiah Valley is being called arson. The Ukiah Valley Fire 
Authority reports the fire Monday was intentionally set, but only burned about an 
1/8th of an acre of grass. They say it was arson and they have some leads they’re 
chasing down. We reported the fire burning behind a Baskin Robins ice cream shop 
near the Pear Tree shopping center. Hospital staff were outside with fire extinguishers. 
When firefighters got there, they found about a tenth of an acre charred.

The Governor is on a bill signing quest… the latest to consolidate state agencies dealing 
with legal cannabis sales. The Assembly Bill puts all agencies together as one under the 
new Department of Cannabis Control. The agency will be the sole regulator of the drug 
for license holders, which includes “cultivators, retailers, manufacturers, distributors, 
testing labs, microbusinesses, and industry event organizers”. It will also manage the 
state’s track-and trace system. The Governor says it’s another major step forward and 
the state will continue to build upon efforts for a diverse and inclusive industry, protect 
consumer and public safety, safeguard the environment and advance economic 
opportunity for small businesses.
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The Lake County Civil Grand Jury has released a report on mental health programs. 
They say their investigations shown a light that the county needs its own inpatient 
psychiatric and rehabilitation facility or access to a closer facility. The GJ says most of 
the county’s services are by walk ins or appointment at the County’s Behavioral Health 
Services dept. with local clients sent to out of county facilities, far from home, or an 
emergency room for a hold, neither of which is ideal. The report also said the county 
has billed MediCal over $3.5 million for just twenty patients placed in out of county 
facilities. And it would be less expensive if they were closer to home, even in 
Mendocino County when one becomes available. They suggested entering a contract 
with Mendocino County for joint services.

The Governor finds himself in yet another mask controversy. Last year appearing at a 
restaurant during strict lockdown without a mask and not socially distanced from others 
outside his household. Now he’s taken his kids out of summer camp because a photo 
circulated showing one of his kids at camp indoors without a mask on. Recall 
campaigners jumped on the photo, then the governor said they took their children from 
the camp because they found out face masks were not being enforced there. There’s 
been no guidance really on this except in the fall, the Governor wants kids and adults to 
wear masks indoors at schools when they reopen.  But that is up to individual counties 
to enforce.

After new guidelines were released by the CDC, Calif. is following suit, recommending 
masking up again indoors. This comes as the more contagious Delta variant spreads 
across the state in the unvaccinated, and in some who have had the shots. The CDC said 
fully vaccinated people should wear a mask indoors where transmission is high or 
substantial. That’s a reversal from May when the agency said those who were fully 
vaccinated needn’t wear a mask inside. The state’s health agency is reporting over 90% 
of state residents live in areas with high or substantial community spread. And that the 
Delta strain has caused a sharp increase in hospitalizations and the case rate statewide.

It’s officially official, the Sonoma County Fair is back. They opened the fair yesterday 
after a closure last year due to the pandemic. This year, they’re calling it, “Summer Fun 
Fest” and they’ve added a bunch of new attractions. You can enjoy the fair through the 
weekend then again Aug. 4th – 8th next weekend, at the Sonoma County Fairgrounds in 
Santa Rosa. There are now pig races, camel rides, and a quinceañera expo. And back 
this year is the Mexican Rodeo, livestock judging and auction for young exhibitors, 
Monster Truck races, and the Destruction Derby.

Still no sign of a missing climber on Mt. Jefferson in Oregon. Steven Van Pelt used to 
live in Mendocino County while growing up. He had been climbing the volcano and 
apparently fell several hundred feet. There has been a days long search for him, but now 
his family says, while every effort has been made, they’ve not seen Steven and the area 
where they think he is, is not accessible. His family put out a statement saying, “There 
is no more appropriate tombstone for Steve than Mt. Jefferson.” They posted that on 
social media, adding Van Pelt and his climbing partner had a great day together before 
his accident. And as they came down the mountain his partner saw him slip and fall 
hundreds of feet.

Another Mendocino County resident has died from COVID. It’s been a while since 
we’ve reported a death, this is the 51st person we’ve lost to the pandemic. The 
Mendocino County Public Health Dept. reports the death in a 73 year old man from 
Willits. The agency is asking residents to be careful during this latest surge across the 
state with the more infectious Delta variant and to consider it before placing yourself in 
situations that could expose you to the virus. They also remind to please follow all 
CDC guidelines on masking while indoors, vaccinated or not. They also remind once 
again that getting vaccinated, wearing a mask and socially distancing are the best 
options for combating the Covid-19 Virus.



The Mendocino County Public Health Office is advising there has been a case of 
coronavirus at a local restaurant. They say anyone who visited Patrona Restaurant and 
Lounge between July 23 – July 24, last Friday and Saturday, may have been exposed to 
COVID-19. They’re advised to immediately get tested if your unvaccinated, or seek 
testing if you have symptoms while vaccinated. The Public Health dept. reports being 
ready for the possibility of outbreaks because of increased close contact during the 
summer months. The owner of the business put out a statement saying they take the 
health and safety of the community very seriously and when it was clear to them a team 
member tested positive, they immediately followed public health guidelines on 
sanitization and testing. So all of their employees have been testing and it’s safe to 
come to Patrona’s.

After the CDC released guidance for the vaccinated to wear masks in places of heavy 
transmission of the virus, the same goes in Mendocino County. The Mendocino County 
Health Officer, Dr. Andy Coren is advising the same, so the City of Fort Bragg is 
proactively putting MANDATORY facial covering guidance back in place starting 
today, regardless of vaccination status. The city is making space for exceptions to the 
facial covering mandate, for those who cannot wear a mask for medical or health 
reasons and those under two years old. The city says the new rules come as the number 
of virus cases increase in the county, and due to the more contagious Delta variant. The 
city is not however telling businesses people must wear masks, but just want to 
encourage them to do so.

It’s no longer a consideration to bring water to Fort Bragg on the Skunk Train Tracks 
from Willits. Mendocino Voice news reports the city manager in Willits says they want 
to access about a million gallons of water a week, but after several meetings with those 
involved in the proposal, they decided against it. Now they’re reportedly considering 
trucking water in from Ukiah. The news site reports the City of Willits is expected to 
enact Stage 1 water conservation measures, but it’s voluntary. The Skunk Train idea fell 
apart due to cost, whereas in a truck it would be less expensive, which is generally the 
way it’s been done.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors has agreed on an urgency ordinance as it relates 
to the drought. During their meeting on Tuesday, the board chair presented the urgency 
ordinance, so that anyone applying for a land use permit, will also have to show they’ve 
done hydrology reports. Most of the projects considered as of late have been related to 
cannabis and millions of gallons of water. Like the latest High Valley Ranch project in 
Clearlake Oaks.  Board Chair Bruno Sabatier’s report says the idea comes, “during 
these hard and difficult times where economic development and the urgent need to 
conserve water seem to be clashing.”

A mural in Ukiah keeps getting vandalized. The painting on the block of West Church 
Street had been vandalized three times in a week. So the artist Lauren Sinnott says on 
one part of the panel, a small figure was defaced and she’ll fix it.  The Daily Journal 
reports the artist reported the vandalism to the police department, and she repaired that 
section. She’s been painting the mural over three summers. The same figure was 
defaced again and she fixed it again and called police, then a third time. She says it’s 
been at a cost of about $1,000. The suspect has been described as a woman with 
personal issues with the picture of the person defaced due to romantic entanglements.

In Lake County if you want to get the vaccination or be tested for COVID19, they’ll get 
you a ride. The announcement comes after the Supervisors meeting this week where the 
acting public health officer said the county had the highest rate of cases in the state, at 
50/100,000, and it could be higher due to a 7 day lag in reporting. They remind to 
follow guidelines from the CDC and call your doctor if you need to be tested or want a 
vaccine. The offer to drive to testing and vaccination sites for all residents Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays, 8:30am-11:30am.  Vaccination appointments are also available to 
residents 12 years and older on Mondays and Thursdays, 8:30am-11:30am, and a 
reminder, that parent or guardian consent is required for minors.
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The Mendocino City Community Services District got to talking about the ground 
water management ordinance and possible penalties for those who don’t comply. The 
monthly meeting of the board also covered options for drought mitigations. The Daily 
Journal reports the Ground Water Extraction Permit Ordinance that passed last year 
confirmed the district’s authority over property owners to make sure they get their 
ground water extraction permits and install meters to watch how much water they use, 
then report back. The newspaper reports about 20 properties in the district didn’t have 
their permits and as many as 73 are not in compliance. The district has not been 
mandating it, but they’re also now looking at how to enforce penalties of as much as 
$100/day. As far as drought relief they discussed water sales which were cut off in Fort 
Bragg but continue in Elk, Westport and Irish Beach. They also reiterated the District is 
in a Stage 4 drought.

Since it’s going to be pretty hot over the next days, the Mendocino County Public 
Health Department is reminding to take precautions to avoid heat-related illnesses, like 
heat cramps, heat stroke, and heat exhaustion. The National Weather Service has issued 
a heat advisory for tomorrow from 10AM-8PM with temperatures forecast from 100 to 
110 degrees for Mendocino County. The agency reminds us all to drink plenty of fluids, 
stay out of the sun if possible, and frequently check on people at risk for extreme heat, 
like the elderly, children under 4, people with existing medical conditions, and those 
without access to air conditioning. And please don’t leave kids or pets in cars 
unattended.

A fire near Willits is now fully contained, although crews will be on the scene for a few 
days to make sure there aren’t any flare-ups. The Bart Fire destroyed one outbuilding, 
but no other structures were damaged and no one had to be evacuated. Cal Fire puts it at 
13 acres. That is down from an earlier estimate of 20 acres due to updated and more 
accurate mapping.

Fort Bragg wants to educate both residents and visitors about water conservation during 
the drought. The city is handing out free table tents to local business reminding about 
the drought. One of them is meant for restaurants, letting diners know that one glass of 
water actually uses 3 to 4 times its contents if you include what it takes to wash the 
glass when it is empty. Another card outlines water-saving steps for overnight guests. 
The handouts are available through the Department of Public Works. The department is 
also giving away free conservation kits next Tuesday at the National Night Out 
community event between 5:00 and 8:00 at Bainbridge Park.

The Lake County Recreation Task Force is talking about developing a new recreation 
and aquatic facility. That facility would offer more recreational and aquatic amenities 
and programs for Lakeport, Clearlake, and the rest of the county. Lakeport City Council 
will receive a presentation about Phase 1 of a feasibility study done by consultants next 
week. It will be part of the Lakeport City Council meeting on Tuesday evening, starting 
at 6pm in the city council chambers. The city website has the complete council agenda 
up on its website.

Lakeport starts its Waterfront Parking Rehabilitation Project next week. That work 
means and Third Street Boat Launch will be closed effective Monday, however, the 
Fifth Street Launch will remain open and continue to be monitored. There will be some 
temporary lane closures, vehicle and pedestrian detours in that area until work wraps up 
in mid-November. The project includes water line replacement, storm drain upgrades, 
curb, gutter, sidewalk improvements, and the reconstruction and paving of the parking 
lot between 3rd Street and 5th Streets.



Once again the biggest utility company in the country faces criminal charges after its 
equipment is blamed for igniting a wildfire where four people died. The Zogg Fire in 
the Mt. Shasta area also burned hundreds of homes last year. PG&E already went into 
bankruptcy and has been involved in criminal negligence cases twice before. The 
Shasta County DA announced the utility company was “criminally liable” for the Zogg 
Fire which burned last September in the Sierra Nevada mountains and in local 
communities. About 200 homes burned and charred over 87 square miles of land. State 
investigators said earlier this year a pine tree fell on a PG&E transmission line. After 
that Shasta and Tehama counties sued the utility for negligence. The utility company 
denies it’s to blame. 

Mendocino County Counsel reportedly offering up four lawyers to the Board of 
Supervisors for the Sheriff to use as a conflict lawyer. Reports say the Sheriff has asked 
a judge to inform the board about the need for more staff and computer independence. 
The Sheriff asking for a $425/hr lawyer to represent his office in areas where there’s a 
conflict of interest with the county counsel and outside counsel is needed. County 
counsel has reportedly found four lawyers between $250-300/hr instead.

A marijuana enforcement operation has been reported by the Mendocino County 
Sheriff’s Office in Covelo again. The agency confirmed they were out yesterday in the 
24000 block of Biggar Lane where they reported there were about 100 hoop houses. 
Mendo Fever reports a resident told them there were around 2 dozen police officers at 
the location. 

The name of the victim of a murder in Leggett last week has been identified. The 
shooting last Friday in the 59000 block of Bell Springs Road claimed the life of 27 year 
old Edgar Alejandro Becerra-Almaraz of Rohnert Park. Deputies identified the possible 
shooter as Oscar Alvarez Ruiz, also of Rohnert Park. Deputies say Ruiz and someone 
else tried running from an illegal cannabis grow after the shooting happened, but a 
deputy chased them. The deputy was hurt and ended up at the hospital himself. Ruiz 
and another person were arrested, but there’s still no motive that has been made public. 
 

Some folks in California have been on government assistance since the pandemic broke 
in March of 2020. Now a report says there was a 40% decline in those who were taking 
out payday loans, compared to a year before. That’s about a $1.1 billion difference. 
 Many were unemployed so they could not take out payday loans, a 30% drop 
compared to 2019. The report says government-funded financial aid impacted the 
payday loan industry. A new state agency, the Department of Financial Protection and 
Innovation released the report last week in an effort to regulate and oversee consumer 
financial products.

State street’s paving is about done. The Daily Journal reports the last bit of the 
Downtown Streetscape Project started Wednesday at Henry Street. The paper reports 
crews were paving all night up to Perkins Street, continued yesterday and were 
finishing this morning. The Deputy City Manager told the paper it’s also led to some 
more speeding and reckless driving so the city’s beefing up enforcement. The entire 
project should be done next month sometime with a celebration August 28th from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m., with live music, classic and antique cars, kids’ activities, historic 
information, and more.

Congressman Mike Thompson cast a yes vote for a new government funding bill to 
include money for his 5th Congressional District including healthcare, transportation, 
infrastructure investments and environmental upgrades. Thompson says there are 
critical local projects that need money and improved access to health care, so we can 
protect the environment and boost investment in infrastructure. Thompson says the 
legislation passed yesterday will bolster water infrastructure in Lake County and Napa 
County, invest in health care in Sonoma County, Solano County and Contra Costa 
County and fund a critical transportation upgrade known as the Kelseyville Sidewalk 
Project.
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Cases of COVID19 are on the rise again in Mendocino County. Now the Public Health 
Office reports a positive case at Raley’s in Ukiah. The announcement Friday that at 
least one person connected to the supermarket had tested positive. And they’re warning 
anyone who visited the location at 1315 N. State Street between Friday, July 23 and 
Sunday, July 25, may have been exposed. The public health office has also reported 
another death in the county, for a total of 52 who have now passed on due to the 
pandemic.  As far as the Raley’s case goes, the corporate office says they’re 
“committed to the health and safety of their customers and team members”. They say 
when they found out about the case, they took immediate action in alignment with all 
governing bodies, including the CDC, OSHA, and local health officials. The most 
recent death, unrelated to the grocery store was a 73-year-old man from Willits.

Those enrolled in Medi-Cal are apparently amongst the lowest rate of vaccinated 
Californians. A new report shows only 45 percent of Medi-Cal enrollees who can get 
the vaccine have gotten it, compared to 70 percent of all eligible Californians. There are 
as many as 14 million residents enrolled in Medi-Cal. The reports says that leaves low 
income people highly vulnerable to the virus, especially the Delta variant. The state’s 
Medicaid director says it’s “stark reminder of the inequities within our delivery 
system.”

The Lake County Grand Jury has a new report out on the homeless in the county. The 
report says those who are jailed are not accounted for, among other things. The report 
for the years 2020-21 was released last month. It also showed first responders were also 
not tracking the homeless in their calls out to emergencies of any sort. Also any 
criminal acts by homeless people weren’t included or if they had shelter to begin with, 
so there were associated costs, apparently not accounted for. The report also showed 
there were not appropriate facilities for them and that they sometimes started fires or 
blighted communities where they left trash behind.

An emergency desalination system is being installed in Fort Bragg. The Daily Journal 
reports city leaders are scrambling to get the work done in light of the historic drought. 
The report says there are water shortages across the state, and in some areas, there’s no 
water to be had, let alone to water vegetation. That could create a severe fire 
emergency.  The State Water Resources Control Board in Sacramento is reportedly 
working on a list of which public water systems have critically low water. It shows 81 
water systems serving over 132,000 people in Northern Calif., including Ukiah and Fort 
Bragg were running low during this hot, dry summer. 

As if the Delta variant of coronavirus wasn’t enough, now we’re getting word that West 
Nile virus activity found in Lake County. The Lake County Vector Control District 
says West Nile virus activity is increasing across the state, including in Lake County 
which is a reminder they say that if you get bit by a mosquito, it’s possible, you can be 
infected with the virus. There are some things to do to avoid it, dump or drain standing 
water, use repellants when you’re outside at dusk and dawn on hot days and try to avoid 
being outdoors those times of day to begin with. 21 California counties have detected 
WNV this year, mostly in surveillance samples. There were three human cases of West 
Nile virus illness reported in California residents this year at the end of last month.

In Lake County the cases of COVID-19 continue increasing. The virus is moving at 
such a swift pace, the county’s reporting their hospital emergency departments are 
stretched thin. Sutter Lakeside in Lakeport and Adventist Health in Clearlake have been 
taxed for a week. And the Lake County Health Services Department heard from some 
that they had mild symptoms but went to an emergency room to be tested. They remind, 
like in the beginning of the pandemic, that resources are already limited and getting 
tested or even seeking the vaccination at the hospital could be stretching resources 
beyond what they’re capable of as the Delta variant spreads fast. They say to visit your 
doctor or call nursing advice lines, rather than going straight to the emergency room.



A report by the Sheriff’s office about another marijuana eradication effort in Covelo. 
The Mendocino County Sheriff’s office went out last Thursday to the grow on Biggar 
Lane after being called by Code Enforcement. The code officers found an illegal grow 
they say was on several acres. So aerial overflights were done and deputies confirmed 
over a hundred (100) plastic style hoop houses on properties that had previously been 
denied growing permits. Several people were detained and interviewed. One main 
suspect was identified, but not there at the time. Nearly 14,500 plants were found and 
taken out, along with almost 7,600 pounds of processed bud marijuana, which has been 
destroyed. After that was found the Round Valley Tribal Police called for help after 
finding more than 5,500 marijuana plants nearby, which were also destroyed. 

The Governor had a Zoom chat with the President and Vice President. The trio of 
leaders spoke about Calif. wildfire challenges after the Governor asked for help from 
the Fed in the form of more firefighters, aerial firefighting equipment, more aggressive 
wildfire response, and long-term access to satellite technology for early fire detection. 
There were six other Western state governors on the call, Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, 
Oregon, Washington and Wyoming. The governor’s office says they’ve already 
invested $2.2 billion for a wildfire resiliency and advance emergency response team for 
this year alone, the most ever in Calif. It will pay for more firefighters, equipment and 
expanded land and forest management efforts.

The Third Street boat ramp is closing in Lakeport due to low water conditions. It’s 
happening as the city is starting a new parking project. The Fifth Street launch is 
staying open and will be monitored. Lake Co News reports the city manager saying it’s 
the first time ever they had to close the Third Street ramp due to low water since it was 
built back in 1984. There will be temporary lane closures and detours during the 
parking project which starts today. They’ll be replacing water line, upgrading storm 
drains, curbs, gutters, sidewalks and the reconstructing and paving the parking lot 
between Third and Fifth streets.

Since the infection rate in Sonoma County is so high, they’re going backwards, and 
could reinstate some safety precautions the county had during the lockdown. There are 
more infections now then they’ve had in months, the most since March and mostly in 
the unvaccinated. The county also reports their hospital emergency rooms are teeming 
with COVID-19 patients, so they’re scrambling to find enough staff to work. The Press 
Democrat reported 10 cheerleaders from Windsor High tested positive last week after 
an out of town camp. That after 30 inmates at their county jail tested positive and over 
110 people at their largest homeless shelter also tested positive and at least one person 
died.

A man from Willits has been arrested, police say it was for threatening another man 
with a knife. Deputies responded to reports yesterday of a man with a knife and found 
the guy hiding behind a tree. Deputies say someone had come to check on Martin Soto 
when he attacked them. Jose Perez says Soto demanded he give him a ride to the Bay 
Area and when he tried to get him to calm down, he pulled a pocket knife out and 
threatened him. Perez says he ran away and called police. Soto was found continually 
putting his hands behind his back, acting weird, crying, and chanting. They eventually 
arrested him for Criminal Threats, Kidnapping and Brandishing a Weapon. He was 
being held on $100,000.00 bail.

Over 200 million dollars reportedly spent to set up alternate care sites in the state, 
which didn’t do a lot when the virus was out of control over the winter holidays last 
year. That’s the word in a new report showing how the state accommodated sick people 
during the worst of coronavirus. The Associated Press reports digging through public 
information request reports from the departments of Finance and General Services and 
Health and Human Services. It shows the state spent as much as $43 million to set up 
eight sites, $48 million to hire contract employees and $96 million to operate them.
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Another positive case of coronavirus at a local business. This one at Starbucks on 
Perkins in Ukiah. The Mendocino County COVID-19 Department Operations Center 
confirmed the case and warns anyone who was at the location on July 20th, 21st and 
27th, 2021, may have been exposed and should getting tested right away if they’re 
unvaccinated, and if they are vaccinated but have symptoms. The managers at the 
Starbucks location reported responded swiftly to the case and made sure to test 
employees and contacted some customers they knew. The Public Health Officer Dr. 
Andy Coren reminding how important it is to stay home if you feel sick.

A man in Ukiah’s been arrested for illegal camping and driving a stolen car. Last week 
a Mendocino deputy on routine patrol saw 2 cars parked in an area known for illegal 
camping in a turnout down by the Russian River. The deputy stopped and went over to 
the cars, finding one empty, and the other with someone in it they’ve identified as 
Vinson Hill. The deputy called dispatch for a records check and found Hill had a couple 
of active warrants from Mendocino County. Also the car he was in had been reported 
stolen from Santa Rosa.  Hill was arrested for the warrants, possession of stolen 
property and unlawful display of evidence of registration. He was booked and held on 
$5,000.00 bail.

Because of a massive surge of cases of coronavirus, public health officials in seven Bay 
Area counties, and the city of Berkeley are ordering masks to be worn by everyone 
inside, vaccinated or not. From the beginning of the pandemic, the Mendocino Public 
Health Office has said they’re following what Sonoma County does, but they’ve not 
mandated masks again here. The mask mandate in the Bay Area includes Sonoma 
County. It started overnight. The Sonoma County Public Health Officer, Dr. Sundari 
Mase says since we know that masks work to slow the circulation of the virus, and 
because of the contagious variants spreading, “it’s become clear that mask wearing is 
again necessary”. She also said vaccinations are another important tool to end the 
pandemic. That the shots are safe, effective, free and widely available.

As man as 1,500 water rights holders in the Upper Russian River watershed are losing 
the ability to get water to try to save as much storage as possible in Lake Mendocino. 
The order came yesterday for grape growers, ranchers, small water districts, towns and 
rural property owners and starts immediately under emergency regulations from the 
State Water Resources Control Board adopted in June. If water is taken anyway, water 
rights holders could be fined as much as $1,000 a day or $2,500 for each acre foot 
diverted. And if the rights holders are still in violation, there could be cease-and-desist 
demands ending in fines of up to $10,000 a day. The agency is expected to put even 
more curtailment orders in place before next week for another 310 water claims in the 
lower river watershed.

Mendocino Supervisors will spend some time with Public Health at their next meeting. 
This morning Supervisors will take up a discussion and take possible action on essential 
services in the county and discuss being prepared and responding to the pandemic as 
the latest surge in cases inundates the state. They will also take up Associated 
Countywide Economic Impacts due to the pandemic. They’ll also take up the 
controversial matter of the Sheriff Matt Kendall using an outside lawyer for services if 
there’s a conflict with County Counsel. This has drawn much public comment already, 
on Facebook, at least. And the Board will also get an update and possibly accept some 
recommendations from the County’s Drought Task Force Ad Hoc Committee.

A firefighter working near McKinleyville has been injured. Kym Kemp reports the 
firefighter was working on the Azalea Fire and received 2nd degree burns on his lower 
leg. He was transported to a hospital by ambulance. The news site reports forward 
movement on the fire has stopped and it only burned about two acres. Firefighters were 
in the mop up stage yesterday when the injury was reported. Cal Fire was joined by 
Arcata, Westhaven, Blue Lake, and the Humboldt Bay Fire Departments. 



The ER at Sutter Lakeside Hospital has reported they have over a dozen coronavirus 
patients. The hospital reported they only have 14 beds usually, and now have 18 
COVID-19 patients. According to the CDC yesterday morning about half of all Lake 
County residents who are eligible to get a vaccine have had it, but another 41% haven’t 
even had one dose. So in the Board meeting this morning, District 5 Supervisor, Jessica 
Pyska, is sponsoring an Extra Item: an Urgency Ordinance for masks, so employees and 
the public are not exposed in County-operated facilities. This is essentially taking 12 
steps back to a mask mandate for everyone. It needs to get a four-fifths vote. It’s only 
for county facilities.

A public outing of those in Lakeport delinquent on their utility bill. The City Council is 
having a bunch of meetings on the matter to approve the utility bill delinquency list to 
be sent to the County Auditor-Controller to be included on the property tax roll. 
Account holders had until today to pay their bills off. They cover from May 31st until 
now. The City Council is also discussing a recreation feasibility study with an architect 
to finish Phase 2 of that study. That includes getting the public involved in picking 
places in the city for recreational purposes, the layout and design and a look at what 
they already have in the city too.

Clearlake City Officials will get a first glance at the feasibility study for a county 
recreation and aquatic center. Lake Co News reports the phase one recreation center 
feasibility study was presented to the Clearlake City Council last month by the 
architecture firm. The same firm working on Lakeports Recreation Feasibility Study. 
The Lakeport City Council will take a look at their report today, then the Board of 
Supervisors will see it next week.  This all started after the Lake County Recreation 
Task Force started their regular meetings and site tours this past spring.

Almost a pound of meth found on a man in Clearlake, send him to jail. Police say 
Michael Mitchell was arrested yesterday about noontime after an officer on routine 
patrol caught a glimpse of the man in a silver 2007 BMW parked on the side of the 
road. They knew he was on parole for drug trafficking in Idaho. And when Mitchell 
saw police, they say they saw him throw a backpack to try to hide it. They contacted 
him and searched the backpack which had two large plastic baggies with suspected 
methamphetamine. There was also a digital scale and a large amount of cash. He’s 
arrested but initially was not booked in jail, but officers went to a judge, and he ended 
up getting bail of $250,000.

Another protest is planned for the Jackson Demonstration Forest. The Cal Fire Jackson 
Demonstration State Forest Advisory Group is supposed to be meeting in Fort Bragg 
tonight at Fort Bragg Town Hall and some youngsters are planning to march from Oak 
St. and Highway 1, starting at 5 p.m., to town hall to protest logging in the forest. The 
advisory group works with Cal Fire and the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. 
They’re planning updates on the operations at the Forest and the planned government-
to-government consultation with local tribes. The meeting is supposed to be covering 
the public’s outcry about commercial logging in the state forest. 

Several hundred Vietnam veterans, including a couple dozen Californians and one from 
Ukiah are being inducted into the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund’s (VVMF) In 
Memory Program. The program is to remember those who lost their lives in service to 
their country, but after returning home from the war. The 2020 ceremony is being 
hosted this coming October. There will be 591 honorees read aloud. The Ukiah resident 
is Michael Robert Moore who graduated from Ukiah High, then went to college in 
Sacramento. He was in Vietnam from 1971-72, but died in July of 2017 from Agent 
Orange complications.
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Pacific Gas and Electric Company is going to start sending crews out to pick up wood 
that was cut down last summer after the Oak Fire and August Complex Fire. Crews and 
contractors for the utility company were trying to get power back to customers and had 
to cut down hazardous trees risking safety or their electric equipment. They chipped 
wood less than four inches in diameter, then spread those chips around and some was 
left behind. But they had complaints so they’re coming back to pick up the wood and 
dispose of it. The work will start next week or the week after.

After a traffic stop in Fort Bragg, police arrested a man who gave them a fake drivers 
license. The Fort Bragg Police Department reports stopping a car for a bunch of 
violations. The officer who stopped Travis Weatherly, his real name, says he got out 
and ran away after handing him a fake ID near the Noyo Harbor Inn. They say he 
jumped into the river to hide in the bushes on the shoreline. The Mendocino County 
Sherriff’s Office, Probation, State Parks, and the Fish and Game Departments all came 
to help. Fish and Game had a boat out on the river. They eventually found the guy and 
arrested him. They found he had a bunch of warrants for his arrest, including for felony 
evasion of police officers from Colusa County, a revoked drivers license and no 
interlock device, required for his probation. He’s charged with providing false 
identification to officers, obstructing officers, violation of probation, driving on a 
suspended license, and driving without an interlock device as required as well as his 
warrants.

The mask mandate is back, but only in county facilities. The Lake County Board of 
Supervisors voted yesterday to require masks in county facilities and said there should 
be a workplace protocol as the virus doesn’t appear to be going anywhere. Supervisor 
Jessica Pyska was behind the idea, putting forth the ordinance after urging residents last 
month to start again to wear masks indoors, regardless of their vaccination status. The 
former Public Health Officer, Dr. Gary Pace gave supervisors an update yesterday 
along with the county epidemiologist Sarah Marikos. The two said the situation in Lake 
is very concerning. The county leads the state for the most cases per 100,000 people, at 
57. That tripled in the last three weeks. ICU’s are also full and another person recently 
died, bringing the amount of COVID19 deaths in the county to 66.

Because of a lawsuit to consider the Clearlake City Council is starting in a closed door 
session. But afterwards at their meeting tomorrow night they’ll consider selling the 
city’s franchise waste hauler. The lawsuit is against the county treasurer-tax collector 
and another regarding opioids. The city council is also presenting a proclamation 
tomorrow to promote tolerance, respect, equity and inclusion. Then they’ll jump into 
the business of approving the sale of Clearlake Waste Solutions, to Waste Connections.

While the pandemic continues unabated, some healthcare providers in neighboring 
Sonoma County say they have to start requiring vaccinations for their employees. 
Kaiser Permanente says you must vaccinate unless you have an exemption. They say 
they want all eligible to get the vaccination to be fully vaccinated by Sept. 20th. It 
comes after Petaluma Health Center decided all workers need their shots, Santa Rosa 
Community Health, said the same but Sutter Health and Providence St. Joseph Health 
both said they are not mandating, and instead will follow state guidelines, like frequent 
testing instead.



Mendocino Supervisors have given the thumbs up to start asking all county employees 
for proof they’ve been vaccinated against coronavirus or be frequently tested. So the 
Human Resources Dept. will take over that task. This comes as the Delta variant is 
making a run through the state. The Public Health Officer at the meeting yesterday with 
an update that cases had jumped over the last month and to consider indoor masking. 
The board also decided to reduce and eventually cut the carbon footprint of county 
buildings. The way to do it, is with an investment of $2 million to start in solar 
electricity. There will also be backup battery storage for public buildings, more electric 
vehicle chargers throughout the county, and switching busses to fuel-cell or electric 
vehicles.

Another Mendocino County business has an infection and warns the public you might 
have been exposed. A couple of restaurants made that announcement last month, then 
this week it was Raleys and Starbucks. Now the Sherwood Valley Casino has a case, 
but says they’ve responded quickly and had employees tested and contacted customers 
they can identify. Anyone who was at the casino on July 27th and 28th may have been 
exposed and should be tested if unvaccinated, or if they have symptoms while 
vaccinated. Once again the Public Health Office is reminding to stay home from work if 
you feel sick. You can visit the Public Health website for testing and vaccination 
information.

Much of the Western U-S is at threat for a longer fire season. That’s the word from the 
National Interagency Fire Center. They added 95% of the west is in drought and that 
the Northwest, Northern Rockies and northern parts of the Great Basin and Rocky 
Mountains could see hot dry temperatures until the end of September. The agency says 
it could go longer in some regions, like mountain areas and in the foothills of Calif. The 
forecast is to have above-normal potential through September and areas that normally 
have offshore winds, like Southern Calif., will continue to have above normal potential 
into October and November.

Adding to the list of places or institutions requiring full vaccinations of employees, 
Calif. Prisons are doing the same. Employees and inmate firefighters may have to step 
up to get the vaccination due to the extremely contagious delta variant. Trying to get 
voluntary vaccinations has apparently not been successful enough. By the middle of 
July, only 41% of correctional officers had one dose of a vaccine, compared to 75% of 
inmates. The recommendation for correctional facilities comes less than a week after 
the Governor ordered all state employees to do the same and as many as 2 million 
health care workers to show proof of vaccination. Alternatively, they can be tested 
weekly.

A new pilot program coming to Mendocino County for fire safe roof rebates for 
homeowners. The Hazard Mitigation Grant program courtesy of FEMA and CalOES. 
The Redwood Complex Ignition-Resistant Construction project, or “Fire Safe Roof 
project” will also provide money for those who put in fire-resistant attic vents and/or 
gutter covers as a roof is a place that goes up in flames quick, but a fire resistant roof 
can protect or harden a home. The Mendocino County Fire Safe Council will oversee 
the new program.

For questions or comments, contact Grant Manager Elizabeth Archer at (707) 485-4598 
or elizabeth@firesafemendocino.org.

A man charged with not registering as a sex offender in Mendocino County went to 
court and was found not guilty. 63 year old Steve Couthren who court papers notes as, 
generally of Ukiah, had to go to court for not registering and having prior convictions. 
He has to keep law enforcement up to date on his whereabouts at all times. He was 
convicted in 2001 for lewd and lascivious acts on a child under the age of 14 years in 
Lake County.
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Due to “immediate and dire water shortages” the California’s water board has 
unanimously approved emergency regulations to temporarily stop drawing water from 
the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta watershed by thousands of farmers. Cal Matters 
reports the new rules are a first for the watershed that goes all the way from Fresno to 
Oregon. It comes after several hundred Russian River water users lost their water rights 
temporarily too. Another couple hundred are expected to lose their right to divert water 
from the river next week too.  

Power out for a large chunk of Trinity County on either side of Hwy 299 as the 
Monument Fire continues to burn. A couple hundred PG&E customers lost power last 
night, around the fire. The Sheriff’s Facebook page said the utility company had de-
energized power lines from the Big Bar area westward to the County line, because of 
the proximity to the Monument Fire. The fire has burned 15,000 acres, growing 6,000 
acres overnight. Thousands had to evacuate their homes. Fire officials say the fire is 
sparking spot fires which have crossed the Trinity River and Highway 299, eventually 
closing that highway. Evacuation orders were issued Monday night.

Anyone who’s backpacking along the Lost Coast Trail in the King Range National 
Conservation Area is being warned about unfavorable tidal conditions this month and 
next. They say to watch for the tides receding below 3 feet through the end of the 
month and about ½ of next month. But it’s spread out and mostly during daylight hours. 
You can check with the King Range Office about the Lost Coast Trail for more info.

A fire burning in Ukiah along N. State Street appears to be out. Several structures had 
been threatened yesterday as the vegetation fire blackened an area near the 4200 block 
of North State. No word how the fire started yesterday afternoon, but there were no 
evacuations or injuries reported. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office issued a Nixle 
Alert about a fire burning and they were on the scene and to stay out of the area. They 
stopped the fire from progressing too far pretty quick and canceled a call for backup 
from Brooktrails Fire but asked for help still from Hopland and Potter Valley Fire to 
help with mop up. Fire officials were poring over surveillance footage from the area, 
and indicated it might be suspicious in nature.

Another day, another business with a COVID-19 case. The second supermarket this 
week… first Raley’s, now word there’s been a case at Lucky’s Supermarket. The 
Mendocino County Public Health Office is warning anyone who may have been at the 
504 E Perkins St location in Ukiah between July 23rd and 25th, that they may have 
been exposed and if they’re unvaccinated to be tested or be tested if vaccinated and 
experiencing symptoms. The management of the supermarket reportedly responding 
fast to the case and sent employees to be tested and told specific customers about the 
case. As we’ve been reporting this week and last, the Public Health Officer Dr. Andy 
Coren is continually reminding to stay home if you’re feeling ill and further asks all 
residents to stay vigilant and follow state guidelines to prevent spreading the virus in 
the community.

More than 90 people who were supposed to go to jail to serve time get a reprieve thanks 
to the pandemic. A judge in Sonoma County delayed the surrender dates of 93 people 
from this month until October to try to stop spreading the virus amongst inmates at the 
Sonoma County Jail. The Sheriff’s Office told The Press Democrat they had 31 positive 
cases in new inmates. Then the next day they added 3 more and were awaiting the test 
results from a handful of others. The general population area is in lockdown. No cases 
have needed hospitalization. 23 staff members there are also in quarantine after being 
exposed.  
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Two Lake County crashes have ended in deaths this week. The CHP in Clearlake 
reported on the deaths of 51 year old William Wright of Hidden Valley Lake who died 
July 31st after a big rig being driven by Frederick Gibson II of Roseville veered 
towards the edge of the road and overcorrected and hit Wright, killing him instantly.  
Gibson had major injuries too. The same day a 31-year-old woman was killed and her 
passenger had major injuries crash along Highway 20, west of Blue Lakes Road. That 
driver veered into oncoming traffic for some reason and hit another car. There were 
minor injuries in that car. The CHP says they do not believe drugs or alcohol were 
factors in either of the crashes.

After the scandal that hit the Windsor Town Council, they’re having a special election. 
The former Mayor and councilmember Dominic Foppoli resigned after sexual abuse 
allegations against him. The council could not agree on how to choose a new member 
to fill the vacancy, so now comes word there will be a special election for the Town 
Council seat next April.  It was unanimous last night to have the election April 12th for 
the seat that will stay filled through Dec. of 2022. The empty seat is actually the former 
Vice Mayor’s who is now the mayor. The Town Council was supposed to settle the 
matter by July 21st but were deadlocked on how to do it. So state law says there is to be 
a special election by default.

The Governor looks poised to place language on the recall ballot next to his name that 
says the effort against him is a witch hunt by Republicans. Not those words specifically, 
but the state’s official voter guide may be able to call the effort a “Republican recall”. 
Organizers sued to get that language along with a “Republican power grab” or an abuse 
of the state’s recall laws out of the voter guide. But the judge in the case has 
temporarily sided with the Governor. She will rule on how the Governor can brand the 
recall later this month. But voters are supposed to start getting their ballots already next 
week. The last day to vote is Sept. 14th.

It’s now official, Lakeport’s first police dog in over ten years has his shiny new badge. 
The Police Chief Brad Rasmussen introduced police K-9 Olin to the city council at the 
latest city council meeting along with his handler Officer Kaylene Strugnell. The 
Lakeport Police Department’s first dog since K-9 Max, a Belgian Malinois, retired in 
2009.  Lake Co News reports the chief thanked various organizations for helping with 
the fundraiser to make the police dog department a reality once again. Rasmussen 
presented Olin with his badge.

The Mendocino County Public Health Officer with a warning about the latest surge of 
new COVID-19 cases. There have been over 100 the last several days for a total since 
the beginning of the pandemic, of nearly 5,000 cases. On Tuesday, Dr. Coren said more 
than a dozen people were hospitalized and six of were in the ICU. He said the rate of 
hospitalizations was inching up to a point we have not seen since last winter. He told 
the Board of Supervisors Tuesday that almost 90% of cases in the county were in the 
unvaccinated. Vaccinations were going up a little with nearly 62% of Mendocino 
County residents having been fully vaccinated and almost 71% had at least one dose. 
 There are two new orders in place for county residents, one that starts Tuesday, 
universal indoor masking and all fire department, EMS and law enforcement staff have 
to get vaccinated or regularly tested. That mandate starts September 1st.

Mendocino County has confirmed a positive case of Covid-19 at a restaurant in Ukiah. 
UNVACCINATED people who visited the Applebee’s Bar and Grill on Airport Park 
Boulevard between Thursday, July 29 and Saturday, July 31, should get tested. 
VACCINATED people should get a test if they show symptoms. The county says 
Applebee’s has contacted the patrons it can identify. All employees have been tested as 
well. Officials say restaurant management has been cooperating and that they are only 
releasing the name of the establishment because it is impossible to identify everyone 
who could have been exposed. County Health Officer Dr. Andy Cohen says people 
should stay vigilant and above all, get a shot if they haven’t already. The latest figures 
from the CDC show 51.7 percent of Mendocino County residents are fully vaccinated.



The Delta variant of Covid 19 is hitting Lake County hard. The Health Department says 
the county case rate is almost 58 per 100,000 which is more than 3 times the state 
average. The positive test rate is 17 percent, also well above the state average. 15 Lake 
County residents are hospitalized due to COVID-19, not including those in hospitals 
outside the County. No local ICU beds are available. The department is urging 
everyone—vaccinated or not—to wear masks when inside. It is also trying to convince 
the 56 percent of county residents who are NOT fully vaccinated to get their shots to 
help get the virus back under control.

The giant Dixie Wildfire is affecting air quality. Listeners tell us in inland Mendocino 
and Lake Counties visibility is down to barely a couple miles from the smoke, 
especially in the Ukiah valley. The EPA says the conditions could cause breathing 
problems for some people, but predicts Ozone and particulate matter levels in both 
Mendocino and Lake Counties should improve to the moderate range into the weekend.

The town of Greenville, a mountainous town in Northern Calif. is gone. The Dixie Fire 
has devastated the tiny town, much like the Camp Fire in Paradise 3 years ago. The fire 
left a path of destruction in the Sierra Nevada community of around 1,000 people 
leaving century old buildings in the downtown area in ash. The Plumas County Sheriff 
says probably more than 100 homes burned in and around the town. Another fire near 
Colfax, where only about 2,000 people live destroyed another 100 homes and other 
buildings. The River Fire started Wednesday and has not been contained. The Dixie 
Fire is just one of 100 active fires burning in over a dozen states, mostly in the West, 
where the historic drought has left dried up land. PG&E says they believe their 
equipment started the fire. There have been no deaths or injuries.

Lake Mendocino is drying some more. The drought has left the reservoir at its 
2nd lowest level since it was first built, just about 24,000 acre feet of water due to 
critically low rainfall totals this year, and the last two before it. The storage could be at 
around 122,400 acre feet, its max. It’s only gone below 25,000 acre feet three times 
before now and under 24,000 acre feet one time.  Back in 1977, it was at an astounding 
low of 12,081 acre feet, but then rain came down in Ukiah soon after. Ukiah has only 
had about 13.5 inches of rain this year and a total of just about 28 inches over this year 
and last.

Reports of helicopters hovering in the sky above Mendocino County had social media 
abuzz. Mendo Fever reports residents posting they saw the choppers above Ukiah, 
Redwood Valley, Potter Valley, Brooktrails, and Willits. So the news site called law 
enforcement and confirmed it was PG&E as well as cannabis enforcement operations. 
The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office tells the news site they were working with the 
National Guard “gathering intelligence for marijuana enforcement” using helicopters. 
And a PG&E spokesperson says they were out doing inspections because of “extremely 
dry fuel conditions” and the possibility the fuels could ignite a fire that spreads rapidly. 
So the utility company is inspecting areas of high fire threat in Potter Valley, Redwood 
Valley, and Ukiah through tomorrow.

The Fort Bragg City Council is considering a declaration of a Stage 3 Water Emergency 
and putting Stage 3 Water Conservation Restrictions in place. The declaration is for a 
20-30% decrease in seasonal water usage based on the last year water conservation 
measures were not required, which was reported as 2019. It’s also up 10% from the 
current Stage 2 Water restrictions, which are 10-20%. The changes are due to lower 
flows in the Noyo River, which have been recorded at under 1977 levels, higher tide 
events that have been predicted for this month and next and the forecast which 
continues to show lower than normal precipitation for the rest of 2021. The meeting 
happens Monday night in Town Hall where members of the public are invited, you can 
also attend online, via Zoom. 
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Unanimous thumbs up by the Clearlake City Council to sell the city’s franchise waste 
hauler. Clearlake Waste Solutions picks up garbage and recycling, but the company told 
the city manager they were selling to another company, Waste Connections. That 
company is in most of the United States and in Canada. They are in more than 2 dozen 
California communities too. The franchise agreement with the city and Clearlake Waste 
Solutions needs to get the city council’s approval for a sale. Lake Co News reports 
Clearlake Waste Solutions is reportedly selling because of the rising cost of doing 
business, and regulatory changes.

If you’re a healthcare worker in Calif. and not vaccinated, be prepared to be. The state’s 
going to be requiring more than 2 million health care and long term care workers to be 
fully vaccinated for coronavirus by Sept. 30th. The Governor announced last month it 
would be a requirement for a vaccination or weekly testing. But now a new order was 
issued by the California Department of Public Health, and it doesn’t say you can go 
without if you’re tested weekly

Sutter Health has announced all of their employees must be fully vaccinated by the end 
of next month if they want to continue to work for the company. The President and 
CEO of the healthcare company says they’re committed to protecting the health and 
safety of patients, and the communities they serve. They follow various nationwide 
companies who require a vaccination against COVID as the Delta variant continues to 
actively circulate. The company’s policy says that all employees, including physicians, 
plus volunteers and vendors who work onsite at a Sutter facility or provide patient care 
elsewhere must be fully vaccinated and have proof on file or have a valid medical 
contraindication or religious exemption.

A man has been arrested in Laytonville after reports of a car being vandalized. Deputies 
reported to the 3000 block of Spy Rock Road last Wednesday finding a Toyota truck 
parked in front of a home with hundreds of dollars’ worth of damage. The suspect was 
described to deputies as a man with tattoos who went into their unlocked home without 
knocking. The victim coaxed the guy outside and a neighbor chased him away. He was 
later identified as a neighbor of theirs, Robert Bell, who deputies say had bleeding 
hands from a cut after vandalizing the truck. The blood was inside the truck too. His 
probation officer was called after he was seen earlier in the day running around 
screaming with no clothes on. He was also sweating and acting bizarre. He was 
eventually found and arrested for felony vandalism and violation of probation and held 
without bail.

The Dixie Fire is now the second largest single wildfire to burn in the state of Calif. 
And over the weekend fire officials reported at least eight people were missing after the 
town of Greenville was devastated by the wildfire. The fire was still threatening 
thousands of buildings over the weekend, scorching land larger than the size of New 
York City. The Plumas County Sheriff’s Office reported the missing residents, five of 
them from Greenville, a gold rush era town in the Sierra Nevadas. The fire has burned 
almost 490,000 acres and is just 21% contained.  Over the weekend four firefighters 
ended up in the hospital after they were hit by a fallen tree branch. Also, after PG&E 
admitted they thought their equipment may have started the massive inferno, the judge 
overseeing their parole, for the San Bruno explosion asked for the utility to explain its 
role in the fire’s ignition.

Like other towns in the state of Calif., suffering through yet another drought, the village 
of Mendocino is running critically low on water. In a report in the Guardian newspaper, 
the town goes global, to be known now as a historic hamlet with rugged beaches, scenic 
hikes, charming bed-and-breakfasts and boutique galleries, and nearly no water. The 
newspaper reports even though the town is near several major rivers, creeks and 
springs, the town relies on shallow wells for its water, which are historically low. The 
town trucking water in at twice the amount it has been because of a shortage of water in 
surrounding areas too. Some local eateries are setting up outhouses outdoors, instead of 
allowing customers to use their bathrooms. Some businesses telling the news site, if the 
water shortages go on much longer, it might close them down after they just started to 
recover from the effects of the pandemic.



A man in Laytonville has been arrested after a call to the Sheriff’s office about a guy 
threatening he had a gun. Deputies went to the parking lot of Harwood Park, finding 
Levi Lamoureux, who they say did not have a gun. They also found out there was no 
crime committed, but they found there was a pickup order for the guy from County 
Probation for violations of his probation. And they received another call about 
Lamoureux possibly stealing a flag from a local Laytonville business.  But the flag was 
found so he wasn’t charged with anything. But Deputies say the guy acted hostile and 
tried to resist arrest and threatened them. They eventually arrested him but say he had 
physically assaulted them. Two deputies had visible injuries after. Lamoureux was also 
taken to a hospital for medical clearance. The Deputies did not require medical 
treatment. Lamoureux is now charged with various crimes and held without bail.

Another massive fire, barely contained in Northern Calif. the Monument Fire burning in 
the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. Several hundred people have also been evacuated as 
the fire explodes to over 50,000 acres with only 3% containment. The fire has triggered 
evacuations and warnings, destroyed 10 residences, 15 outbuildings and 1 commercial 
building. The firefighters on the line say the fire is one of the fastest growing they’ve 
seen. The fire is predicted to spread to Junction City and resources have already been 
placed there. Firefighters have been challenged by the weather, with temperatures in the 
90s with single digit humidity. And it’s supposed to be hotter and drier this week.

A group of people who live in Graton have filed a lawsuit after approval of wastewater 
treatment from the town of Occidental.  The Graton Community Services District board 
voted back in May to use a trucking depot as its wastewater treatment facility. But the 
group says the depot on a tiny piece of land is against state law, because there was not 
environmental impact report. The suit filed in June to get the decision overturned. The 
group also says the district can try again by putting forth an environmental report 
correcting errors in a consultant report saying there would be “no significant 
unavoidable impact” on air quality, noise, traffic and 18 other factors.

A man from Willits has been arrested on various charges after he was pulled over over 
the weekend with drugs and weapons. Deputies pulled a car over Saturday night and 
thought the driver, Francisco Duenas, who was alone at the time, seemed like he was 
high. They searched the car and found a loaded unregistered semi-automatic pistol with 
no serial numbers (Ghost Gun) and an attached loaded 30 round magazine was located 
in the vehicle.  Since he’s a convicted felon he’s not allowed to have any sort of 
firearms or ammo. So he’s now charged with Unlawful Possession of a controlled 
substance while Armed with a Firearm, Felon in Possession of a Firearm, Unlawful 
Possession of Ammunition, Felony Carrying a concealed Firearm and being in 
Possession of Firearm while under the influence of a Controlled Substance and held on 
$35,000.00 bail

A busy meeting planned for the Lake County Board of Supervisors. It’s a hybrid 
meeting in person and on Zoom, or the county’s Facebook page. The board will sit as 
the Watershed Protection District Board of Directors to look over a purchase agreement 
with Michael Mountanos for 124 acres of land in Nice at nearly $1,500,000 to be part 
of the Middle Creek Restoration Project. The board will also take up the first phase of 
the Lake County Recreation Center Feasibility Study and hear from the cities of 
Clearlake and Lakeport who’ve approved the second phase. There will also be a 
pandemic update as they’ve been hearing over the last year and a public hearing will be 
held of an appeal of a Vicious Animal Abatement Case from Lower Lake.



Air is bad in Mendocino County as the massive Dixie Fire and now the Monument 
Fire’s smoke drifts our way. The air quality has been listed as unhealthy for sensitive 
groups and the Mendocino County Air Quality Management District reported the air 
will stay poor until some of the fires stop burning. But the National Weather Service 
says it could shift with the wind too and they hoped the air quality would improve over 
the weekend.  But smoke could hang over the valley with lingering haze.

A new report says as the surge of coronavirus continues in Mendocino County, more 
people are getting vaccinated. Dr. Andy Coren, the public health officer says testing has 
been going up which shows people are concerned. He says there have also been a lot 
more people appearing at county vaccination clinics. The Daily Journal reports Dr. 
Coren reported sixteen people were in the hospital, as of last Friday, and almost half 
were in the Intensive Care Unit. They also confirmed a woman over 55 had died from 
the virus. And another who had taken the Johnson & Johnson vaccine, had previously 
died, but he gave the caveat, that there were other co-morbidities that were at least 
partly responsible. He also mentioned a case had popped up at Applebees Grill and Bar 
in Ukiah and anyone who had visited between Thursday, July 29th and Saturday, July 
31st, may have been exposed. We are also back to mandatory facial coverings in the 
county.

The Lake County Grand Jury has a report out on sewage and local pollution. The report 
says there was a spill into Clear Lake that didn’t exactly get a rapid response. The 
Record Bee reports even though assertions were made by staff that strike teams had 
been put together and sent when needed, not so much. The report says meetings and 
communication with local homeowners showed that certain agencies didn’t respond in 
a way that resulted in resolutions for over a year.  It also claimed that some property 
owners were misled and told they should submit a claim with the County even though 
homeowners didn’t want to. The report also said County staff didn’t follow through on 
how the claims should legally be filed. The Grand Jury also said the County didn’t give 
homeowners proper documents to the jury to inspect.

It’s already happening. College students are sending in proof they’ve been vaccinated 
against COVID. The deadline is not until the end of September, but fall classes are 
starting at some state universities next week. There are also a bunch more classes this 
fall than there were last fall, so there are some earlier deadlines to meet. Any students 
or staff members unable to meet the deadlines, or get their required exemption will have 
to be tested for the virus every week. Tens of thousands of students have already 
uploaded their vaccination records to third party databases so schools can keep track, 
but medical records are kept confidential.

The state of California has hit another COVID19 record, 4 million infections. The 
record hits as the delta variant takes hold in the state, bringing back mask mandates and 
other safety precautions once again. The number of hospitalizations and deaths are 
rising, but are still lower than when the pandemic first surfaced and a winter surge 
followed at the end of 2020.  But last week we were seeing over 10,000 new cases each 
day, the last time that happened was before the vaccination was widely available, mid-
February. The worst was over 40,000 daily cases in Calif. though. The Governor told 
reporters last week the pandemic could be over in a month if everyone got the vaccine, 
calling it a choice, “at the end of the day”.
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Another business in Mendocino County has a confirmed a case of COVID-19. The 
County’s COVID Operations Center confirmed the case at Los Gallitos in Fort Bragg. 
If you happened to be there last weekend between Saturday, July 31st and Wednesday, 
August 4th, be warned, you may have been exposed and should be tested if 
unvaccinated or if you were vaccinated and have symptoms. The management is said to 
be responding and closed temporarily to get their employees tested. They also contacted 
the customers they can identify. The county public health office says the public should 
use their best judgment when making decisions that might affect their own health and 
the health of the community, but reminds to stay home if you feel sick.

Another death has been attributed to the pandemic. The Mendocino County Public 
Health Dept. reports being notified a 77 year old woman from Fort Bragg became the 
County’s 54th death. They did not release any more information on the death, like if the 
woman had her vaccines, comorbidities or how long she was ill or where she died.

Water is too low at the Eel River Campground in Covelo so it’s been turned off. The 
Mendocino National Forest reports starting yesterday the spring supplying water to the 
Campground and the Eel River Fire Station is drying up so to help firefighters have 
some water for a longer amount of time, the water for campers is now off. Visitors are 
advised to bring their own water to the campground for now. The District Ranger says 
it’s unfortunate, but even with mitigation, water from the spring will probably stop 
altogether soon and they’ll have to truck in water for the firefighters who live and work 
at the Eel River workstation.

Three more deaths from COVID19 have been reported in Sonoma County. The 
County’s Public Health Office says they’re also seeing mass hospitalizations involving 
people who are critically ill.  70 coronavirus patients filled local hospital beds and 17 
were in an ICU bed. The health dept. reported it’s not quite at the winter surge level but 
getting there. The Public Health Officer for the county, Dr. Sundari Mase says the cases 
are mostly because of the Delta variant. She also said those who’ve not been vaccinated 
are the most vulnerable. The three who died had underlying health issues but were not 
vaccinated. A spokesperson for a group of hospitals in Sonoma County says almost all 
hospitalized with COVID are not vaccinated and staff are seeing more severe illness 
today, than they did last winter.

A 14-year-old has died in a car crash in Ukiah and two other teenagers were injured. 
The crash Saturday after a police chase thru the city at speeds of 100 mph. Police say it 
was early, around 1:30 a.m. when the 15-year-old driver ran a red light at Gobbi and 
South State Streets. Police tried to stop the 2017 VW Beetle, but say the driver sped 
away onto the 101. Police followed as she excited, ran a stop sign and drove off the side 
of an on-ramp leading back to the freeway and flipped the car after it flew through the 
air. The driver ended up in the hospital. The 14 year old who died was in the passenger 
seat without a seatbelt on. And another teen, a 13 year old girl in the back had severe 
injuries too. The cause of the crash is being investigated. Police say they’re unsure if 
drugs or alcohol were a factor.

A lawsuit has been filed against a Northern Calif. police officer who pressed his knee 
on the neck of a man dealing with a mental health crisis, then died. Angelo Quinto’s 
mom and younger sister are suing the Antioch Police Dept. for using excessive force 
when restraining Quinto. They’re also suing the City, the police chief and 4 officers. 
The family called police last December because of the mental health crisis at the time 
and wanted help. One of the responding officers sat on his neck for almost 5 minutes 
while another officer held his legs. The man went unconscious and was taken to a 
hospital, but died.



The Dixie Fire is still on the run, now the single largest wildfire in modern history. The 
fire quieted for a time yesterday as the weather was more favorable so aircraft could 
join the firefight. They cut thousands of acres of new fire lines, but this week is 
supposed to get hotter, and windier. It could be in the triple-digit temperatures 
tomorrow and Thursday accompanied by strong afternoon winds. The fire has 
destroyed over 600 homes and other buildings and destroyed the small gold-rush era 
town of Greenville. 14,000 more structures remain threatened. The fire is only 22% 
contained.

Students are getting ready to head back to in person learning in Lake County, at the 
same time the pandemic is out of control in the county. Last we heard from a Public 
Health Official, Lake was the highest in the state for cases per 100,000 people. Lake Co 
News reports school starts tomorrow for a few schools, Monday for 2 others and not 
until Sept. for Kelseyville. The news site says district superintendents have been 
regularly meeting with each other and the interim Lake County Public Health Director. 
Earlier this month the county was where it was at last winter during the worst surge in 
the state. Schools do not need to physically distance anymore but are encouraged to do 
so and they’re encouraging children to stay home from school if they’re sick. Students 
may have to wear masks depending on the local transmission level and should anyway, 
indoors at all times.

Lawmakers are considering a law against harassing people at vaccination sites. SB 742 
is being considered to make it punishable by up to six months behind bars and a $1,000 
fine for anyone who intimidates, threatens, harasses or prevents anyone from seeking a 
vaccine. The bill was introduced after a Los Angeles mass vaccination clinic had to be 
closed briefly because of protestors. A State Senator from Sacramento, whose also a 
doctor, penned the bill to counter misinformation. He says he too has been a target of 
anti-vaccination harassment.  The bill says harassment is putting yourself within 30 feet 
of someone and giving them a leaflet, or displaying a sign, or getting into a verbal 
protest with that person.

The Redwood Valley Calpella Fire District will be conducting a siren test for the new 
siren that was installed. the test will begin tomorrow from 12 to 4, this is only a test.

There’s an excessive heat warning for a section of Mendocino County with 
temperatures expected to get up to 105 tomorrow and Thursday. The National Weather 
Service in Eureka put out an alert that extreme heat will increase the potential for heat 
related illness. And to stay hydrated, especially if you work outdoors, try to stay out of 
the sun in the afternoon and to check on elderly relatives and neighbors and avoid 
leaving children or pets unattended in a vehicle under any circumstances. The 
temperatures will soar in Lake, Humboldt and Trinity counties, which is not great for 
the Dixie Fire which has burned almost 490,000 acres and is 25% contained. It’s the 
largest single fire to burn in the state.

A woman arrested for arson in Lake County has been to court. Kayla Main appeared by 
video for her arraignment and pleaded not guilty. She was charged with arson, 
possessing material or a device for arson and unlawful fire after an incident last month 
in Lower Lake. Police had a report of an unknown woman setting fires and talked to 
witnesses who identified her. There they found three partially extinguished fires about 
50 feet apart. There was no damage left behind or injuries. Main was found holding a 
lighter in her hand but told police she lit the fires by accident. She was on probation 
when she was arrested. She’s due back in court next week.
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Mendocino County Fire Safe Council has been honored by Assemblyman Jim Wood as 
the 2021 Nonprofit of the Year. The council works with homeowner groups, 
subdivisions and towns to create their own fire safe councils, then helps them with 
education, guidance and grant funding, plus they also manage larger community fuels 
reduction and mitigation projects. Assemblyman Wood says the nonprofit brought in 
around $500,000 in grant funding to Mendocino County from various sources, besides 
managing millions in additional grant work in collaboration with the county, saying 
their work helps community members and has enhanced their quality of life.

Over 300 more grape growers, ranchers and other landowners are no longer allowed to 
take water from the Russian River as drought conditions worsen. They join hundreds of 
others already not allowed the diversions from the river as its level slowly lowers along 
with Lake Mendocino. The 300 new curtailments start today for the lower river. 
Supplies released from Lake Mendocino are still coming but drying up. The Press 
Democrat reports dam managers outside of Ukiah were keeping the reservoir releases 
higher the last two weeks so there would only be a minimum flow in the river at 
Healdsburg, enough for basic human health and safety needs.

A flag has been replaced in Greenville after the Dixie Fire decimated the town. A 
couple of officers from Mendocino County helped replace the flag. The Ukiah Police 
Dept. posted on Facebook a picture of officer Matthew Stout and Mendocino County 
probation officer Todd Freitas who’ve been patrolling through Plumas County, help an 
out of state fire chief raise a new flag over the burned out gold-rush era town. The last 
flag was burned as the fire blew through with 65 mph winds.

The biggest fire ever in Calif. continues burning though dry brush, aided by hot 
temperatures and windy afternoon weather. The now month old Dixie Fire has taken 
down hundreds of homes and other buildings.  Almost 900 homes were destroyed 
yesterday alone. Thousands of acres of new fire lines have been cut by fire crews in 
favorable weather. But today that’s supposed to change. The fire is over 490,000 acres 
with 27% containment. It’s currently around half the size of the August Complex, the 
state’s first Gigafire. But it was made up of various fires that merged. The Dixie is a 
solo fire. And yesterday the Gov. declared a state of emergency for northern Shasta, 
Trinity and Tehama counties.

2 doctors have presented the latest COVID information to the Lake County Board of 
Supervisors. Each has been the county’s Public Health officer at times, the latest, Dr. 
Gary Pace was there, as the county tries to find someone to fill his shoes. Pace informed 
the board that Lake is not the top county in the state for cases/100,000 people. Instead, 
they’re 4th with a case rate of 53/100,000. Del Norte has the most, with 79. Lake 
County was at 62 per 100,000 last week. Pace says vaccinations are slowly going up to 
about 100 shots/day. Twice as many as a month ago. Pace says hospitals are filling up 
which is concerning and that vaccinations are the most important way to fight the virus. 
Dr. Evan Bloom, the interim health officer and a current ER doc told the board, getting 
people vaccinated was paramount.

A list is being created to show which counties in the state have the worst water 
shortages. The worst is reportedly the Bay Area to the Oregon border. The State Water 
Resources Control Board said a few months ago that public water systems would likely 
have critical water supply issues by the end of August. It has 81 water systems for 
132,559 people the most impacted, including Ukiah, Lakeport, Bolinas, Healdsburg, 
Cloverdale and Fort Bragg. The list compiled from areas that have informed the state 
they could run out of water or have severe shortages.



Over a quarter million dollars is available from the Community Foundation of 
Mendocino County from the Field-of-Interest grant program. Field-of-Interest for 
certain causes, like the environment or human services for nonprofits in the county. The 
funds are available for applicants in 13 fields of interest including Sustainable Forestry, 
Community Resiliency and Disaster Preparedness, the COVID-19 Non-Profit Relief 
Fund and the Fund and for Trails and Open Space. Grants of $500 to $100,000 are 
available. Visit http://www.communityfound.org.  

A state of emergency has been declared by the Governor due to the Dixie Fire in 
Tehama County and in Trinity due to the McFarland and Monument fires; and Shasta 
County due to the McFarland Fire. Altogether the fires have burned nearly 600,000 
acres, destroyed hundreds of homes and triggered the evacuation of thousands of 
residents. The Governor met with firefighters, local law enforcement and elected 
officials in the burned out town of Greenvile Saturday. The state has received money 
from the Federal Government for the River, Dixie and Lava Fires.

Several people on the side of the road next to a car with hazard lights on so CHP 
officers on patrol from Laytonville made a stop. Officers talked to those there to make 
sure they were okay, but say marijuana cultivation evidence and questioned them. They 
found 3 adult men with 2 teens who officers say were being forced to work for them. 
The kids were taken and turned over to Child Protective Services and the trio of adult 
men, 24-year-old Fernando Francisco of Santa Rosa, 36-year-old Sumano-Casillas of 
Santa Rosa, and 20-year-old Avertano Diaz-Martinez of Modesto were arrested for 
Human Trafficking and Child Endangerment. 

Masks have to be worn, vaccinated or not in all indoor public setting in Mendocino 
County. The order from the Mendocino County Health Officer, Dr. Andy Coren went 
into effect yesterday. He put out the order with help to find which kind of mask works 
and wear they must be worn. They do not need to be worn while you’re eating or 
drinking, working alone in an office or room, swimming or showering at a gym, or have 
some sort of medical condition that prevents it. Also those who are deaf do not need to 
wear it or if it’s a risk in your performance of your job. The spread of the Delta variant 
is to blame for the new order due how high the transmission rate is in indoor settings. 
Plus, Dr. Coren says, not enough county residents have been vaccinated.

14 search warrants have been served by Fish and Wildlife officers in the Island 
Mountain Area, 12 more in Mendocino County and two in Trinity County looking for 
illegal marijuana grows. Officers were aided by environmental scientists, the Humboldt 
County Sheriff’s Office, the State Water Board and the Campaign Against Marijuana 
Planting (CAMP) program.  The group found many environmental violations, evidence 
of a poached deer in Trinity County, illegal water diversions from the Eel River, many 
other water violations during the drought. Also a bunch of trash, human waste and other 
waste near streams. More than 52,000 illegal cannabis plants were eradicated and over 
7,200 lbs. of illegal processed cannabis was destroyed.  

A small vegetation fire stomped out pretty quick in Ukiah. Crews responded to a fire 
around lunch time yesterday near the Ukiah Gun Club on Vichy Springs Road. They 
reportedly got it under control fast and fire crews were released soon after. Some stayed 
for mop up and residents were told to steer clear of the area if possible to allow crews to 
quickly respond. A Nixle alert was sent out by the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office 
to tell people to avoid the area and allow crews to respond, but unfortunately the alert 
listed the wrong address, it was for another, previous fire on N. State Street. There was 
however a new alert sent out soon after with the correct location of the fire.

It’s a first for the nation… California is going to make it mandatory for all teachers and 
school staff to get vaccinated or be tested every week for COVID-19. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom made the announcement earlier Wednesday…

http://www.communityfound.org/
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The mandate is for K-12 educators just before they head back to school for in person 
learning after the summer holiday and a year of Zoom or other online platforms for 
teaching. It also comes as the delta variant of the mother virus gets a foothold in the 
state. The Governor’s announcement after multiple large school districts already told 
teachers and other staff they had to be vaccinated. That included San Francisco, 
Oakland, San Jose and Long Beach Unified.

A Sonoma County college professor has been arrested for arson after multiple fires 
were started in remote forested areas of Northern California near the giant Dixie Fire. 
Gary Maynard reportedly worked at various colleges in the state, including Santa Clara 
and Sonoma State. He’s apparently listed there as a criminal justice studies lecturer who 
specializes in cults and deviant behavior. He was hauled in Saturday after a Forest 
Service agent put a tracking device under Maynard’s car after he was stopped briefly by 
Susanville police earlier this month. Court documents say he was caught in the midst of 
a “fire-setting spree”.

The Lake County Continuum of Care has a request… they want to house at least 55 
more homeless in the next 100 days. Their 100 Day Challenge funded in part by the US 
Dept. of Housing and Urban Development to help prevent and end youth homelessness. 
Lake County, the City of Long Beach and Monterey and Mendocino Counties are the 
third cohort to take on the Challenge put on by the Rapid Results Institute (RRI), and 
HomeBase. There is a method to the plan, 100 days, coach support, federal help and 
inspiring teams to achieve fast results for a sustainable system change. The 100 Day 
Challenge in Lake County means housing the unsheltered, including marginalized 
youth especially in the LGBTQ community, racial equity, and also housing those over 
the age of fifty-five, securing jobs, and strengthening the infrastructure of existing 
systems to better deal with this rising epidemic.

Adventist Health has a new policy aligned with the state, no visitors unless it’s a special 
circumstance. The Vice President of the hospital in Mendocino County says there are 
about the most people in the hospital with coronavirus since at any time since the 
beginning of the pandemic. Adventist Health’s VP, Judy Leach put out a statement 
yesterday asking the community to wear masks and get vaccinated. And that starting 
today there’s a new hospital visitation policy because of the rise in cases due to the 
highly contagious Delta variant. No visitors. Exceptions can be made for those with a 
child, someone who has a disability and certain end of life situations. All who do visit 
have to be fully vaccinated or have a negative COVID-19 test within the last 72 hours 
and masks have to be worn or you will have to leave.

A small fire in Ukiah has triggered evacuations. The fire yesterday in the area of the 
101 and River St. with evacuation orders for the Vichy Springs area at Redemeyer Rd 
and Eldorado. And also for the Deer Wood and Knobhill areas. The fire apparently 
started by the City of Ukiah Softball Fields. A few hours after the evacuation, people 
were allowed to go home, but there was a warning they may have to leave again. The 
fire was being called the Highway Fire and burned about 30 acres.

Another day, another business, or two with COVID cases. The Mendocino County 
Public Health Office has put out the word that the Jack in the Box on Airport Blvd. in 
Ukiah and a Rite Aid store on S. State Street each had cases in which the public may 
have been exposed last weekend into Monday. The public health office says both 
businesses responded quickly and sent their employees to be tested. Public Health also 
says they only publish a businesses’ name and location because it’s impossible to 
specifically identify everyone in the public who may have been exposed. Another 
reminder by the Public Health Officer Dr. Andy Coren to stay home from work when 
exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19.



The Shasta-Trinity, Six Rivers, and Klamath National Forests are closed in the Trinity 
Alps Wilderness Area. The order is effective as of yesterday until mid November due to 
wildfires in the forest. This Forest Order is to protect the safety of the public and first 
responders. They say trailheads access is severely limited, and recreation in the 
Wilderness Area may be unsafe as the fast-moving fires continue to burn. Forest 
officials say tracking hikers in unsafe areas takes much-needed aircraft away from 
firefighting efforts, and adds risk and exposure to first responders. Plus they’re hoping 
for no more human caused fires if they close the forest temporarily.

A former Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept. Deputy being sued, who currently works 
in the Lake County DA’s office. KYM KEMP reporting former Sheriff’s Sergeant 
Bruce Smith and Steve White, a former Fish and Wildlife officer are accused of 
conspiring with other law enforcement officials to steal marijuana and turn it around on 
the black market. The suit accuses the pair of an ongoing RICO conspiracy with 
members of the Sheriff’s Department and Mendocino County District Attorney’s 
Office. Serious allegations of racketeering, extortion, money laundering, tax evasion 
and more. The suit also claims, Kemp herself was publishing articles on the matter on 
her website Redheaded Blackbelt about a victim of the crimes contacting the FBI and 
after the ATF started an investigation. A man who claims officers took marijuana from 
him is suing and was the subject of the news reports. The US Attorney’s Office has also 
filed suit against the two officers.

A major piece of property in Lake County that can be part of a large restoration project 
has been approved by the Board of Supervisors. On Tuesday, the board sitting as the 
Lake County Watershed Protection District Board of Directors all gave the green light 
to a purchase agreement for 124 acres in Nice for $1,495,600 to be a part of the Middle 
Creek Flood Damage Reduction and Ecosystem Restoration Project. The project is to 
take out old, non-working levees and improve the watershed and water quality since it 
will reduce sedimentation and phosphorus loading.

Over $200 million dollars has been given to restaurants, food trucks, bars, inns and 
other dining-related businesses in the North Bay so they survive the pandemic. Over 
620 grants went to businesses in Mendocino, Lake, Sonoma, Marin, Napa and Solano 
counties after the state closed down due to the pandemic. That limited everything to 
take-out dining, or curbside pickup. The SBA’s Restaurant Revitalization Fund mostly 
supplied Sonoma County businesses with funds, then Marin. It was part of the $1.9 
trillion American Rescue Plan Act, enacted this past March.  

A bunch of stolen catalytic converters reported in Lake County. The Sheriff Brian 
Martin says trying to figure out a pattern, or when it might happen again has been a 
challenge. Since the beginning of the year, there have been nine reports of stolen 
converters compared to four all of last year. And the last time before that was back in 
2011.  In Clearlake, the police chief says they’ve had two cases this year, both out of 
Toyota Prius’. The Lakeport Police Chief Brad Rasmussen says they had one last year 
and just one attempted theft of a catalytic converter this year, that was also in a Prius 
and last year was a truck.

If you’re headed to San Francisco you better be vaccinated against COVID-19. At least 
if you’re planning to spend time indoors… The announcement by the Mayor London 
Breed today.

It’s a tad stricter than a recent, similar announcement in New York City, in San 
Francisco you have to show proof of full vaccination for all customers and staff. In 
New York, you have to show proof of at least one shot for indoor activities. In San 
Francisco businesses have two months to verify an employee has been vaccinated. Los 
Angeles is considering a similar rule.
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The recall is nearly upon us. Ballots are going out in Mendocino County to every 
registered voter Monday. The elections office says if you don’t get yours by the end of 
the month, you should call the Ukiah office to get a replacement ballot.  There are drop 
boxes like back in the general election due to the pandemic. The elections office says 
they can open and process the ballot as soon as It’s received, they just cannot upload the 
results online until 8 pm on Election Night. You can also go in person, if that’s your 
preference, or if you need help. You can also drop your ballot off at any polling 
location in Mendocino County on Election Day.

ALL POLLING LOCATIONS ARE OPEN ELECTION DAY ONLY – 7 am – 8 
pm

ROUND VALLEY BALLOT DROP IS OPEN ELECTION DAY ONLY – 7 am – 
8 pm

If you have any questions, please call the Elections office at (707) 234-6819 or email us 
at mcvotes@mendocinocounty.org

The Lake County Board of Supervisors has approved the next phase of a feasibility 
study about a potential community aquatic center—or centers. The action means the 
county consulting firm can move ahead with its work. That includes looking at the 
results of a public survey, looking over design ideas, and coming up with a final report 
for the supervisors. Phase two of the study will cost 92,000. The county is paying its 
share through the Cannabis Internal program. The consultants have already identified 
four possible sites–Burns Valley Park in Clearlake, Westshore Swimming Pool, Quail 
Run Fitness Center, and Westside Community Park in Lakeport. The final decision will 
come after the consultant report is in and derails about how the project would be 
operated get worked out.

Mendocino County Resource Conservation District wants to help county residents get 
through the drought. The Agency is holding a Drought Drop-By Event for Free Water 
Conservation Supplies later this month in Ukiah. They will have kits with a one-gallon 
bucket, a low-flow showerhead, a faucet aerator, toilet leak detection tabs, plus other 
items related to water conservation. It takes place Saturday, August 21, at the Lucky 
Supermarket on East Perkins Street. The district website, mcrcd.org has more 
information about the event and other tips about water conservation.

Cal Fire continues to battle the huge Dixie Fire. It has now burned more than 515,000 
acres and destroyed `1,109 structures. Another 14,000 structures are in danger. There 
are 4 people unaccounted for. 43 others earlier reported missing has been found safe. 
Governor Newsom toured the ruins of the small town of Greenville today. His office 
announced the state has secured a grant from FEMA that will reimburse up to 75 
percent of local, tribal, and state costs related to the fire.

Back to the worst days of the pandemic in Mendocino County. The county public 
health dept. reports 95 new COVID cases, a new record for the county. The most ever 
before this was last December, when we had a high of 57 cases. Over the last seven 
days, the county had 319 new cases for a total now of over 5,200 cases since the 
beginning of the pandemic. Public health reported fourteen people are hospitalized and 
eight are in the ICU. The most cases reported yesterday were in Ukiah. Then it was the 
North Coast and North County. The Director of Public Health also says in Fort Bragg 
there’s been a spike in new cases, above the previous daily case rate. 

Fort Bragg Police beefing up their traffic patrols. Starting Monday, the department is 
conducting a special Traffic Crosswalk Safety Enforcement Project which they say is 
considered a Maximum Enforcement Event where they will hand out tickets. They say 
it’s to bring attention to crosswalk safety for all Fort Bragg Schools. They will conduct 
the event throughout the City, with cops mostly focusing on crosswalks near school 
zones. They say since it’s been nearly a year since kids have been physically at school, 
they’re going to be there to keep them safe. The department also says they “hope no 
citations will be needed!”.

mailto:mcvotes@mendocinocounty.org


For more information, telephone the Arcata Field Office, 707-825-2300.

The Bureau of Land Management has more fire restrictions for public lands in place for 
the Arcata Field Office in Humboldt, Mendocino, Del Norte and Trinity counties. This 
means a ban on campfires, barbecues and any use of open flame, including camp stoves 
until further notice. It’s to prevent the possibility of starting new wildfires at any 
campground, developed recreation site, dispersed camping area and recreation trail, 
including the Lost Coast Trail in the King Range National Conservation Area. The 
Northern District BLM office says it’s due to the ongoing drought and extremely dry 
vegetation, making fire danger, extreme.

Detailed information on the updated Arcata Fire Prevention Order can be found online 
here. The BLM- California fire restrictions and statewide order are available online 
here. Information and helpful tips on preventing wildfire can be found at 
www.readyforwildfire.org.

Anyone living in Cloverdale now has to cut water use by 35% from last year’s levels. 
The City Council discussing the new mandates Wednesday after the city began to hit 
the 25% target that was set a few months ago, but only on five days in all of July. It’s 
not as much of a curtailment as what the State Water Resources Control Board ordered 
earlier this month for those on the upper Russian River. Residents in Cloverdale tend to 
use about 117 gallons a day on average, and will now be limited to 65 gallons/person 
per day. Lake Mendocino supplies all of the upper Russian River water is at its second 
lowest storage level in history and could run totally dry this winter.

A new report says Pacific Gas & Electric had promised after the Camp Fire it would 
start a safety campaign to fend off further disasters. The utility’s equipment sparked the 
massive fire that killed 88 people and ravaged most of the town of Paradise. Now its 
blamed once again for another fire, the Dixie, the largest single fire in California 
history. The company said it planned to bury some power lines to reduce the further 
risk of new fires, one of them was for a 10-mile stretch near the Dixie fire’s ignition 
point. The fire has burned hundreds of homes and charred nearly 516,000 acres. It’s 
35% contained. The company admits it was probably their equipment that started the 
fire. The company’s spokesperson says the work to be done is caught up in bureaucratic 
red tape.

Renovations at City Hall in Willits on hold. The cost around $72,000. The city 
manager’s proposal will include furniture and construction, which he says will provide 
better public access.  But the city council is holding off for now because, A. they have 
no finance director and B. the city’s not sure where to pull money from at the moment 
to pay for it. The city manager says to reduce costs they’ll use recycled products and 
salvaged windows. After the finance director is in place, they will finalize their budget 
and present it to the city council again.

A buoy has been placed in the ocean in Caspar to monitor the cove area. The buoy 
launched by Aqualink and Sofar Ocean in partnership with the Nature Conservancy. 
The conservancy says they decided on Caspar Cove as an “initial target site” because of 
the “rapid and intensive ecosystem shift” from kelp forest to urchin barren. The buoy is 
a solar-powered smart buoy that relays top and bottom water temperature, wind speed 
and direction, wave height, period and direction in real-time, and is updated hourly. 

The last time the Lake County Planning Commission met it was to discuss an urgency 
ordinance for water reporting rules. At the time they tabled a discussion on a cannabis 
project, but as of yesterday they approved it. It’s the first Northshore dispensary 
approved under Lake County’s 2019 cannabis zoning rules. It also comes after the 
Board of Supervisors approved new rules last month requiring hydrology reports. The 
project looks to accommodate 10 customers/day and 35 deliveries/week.

https://www.blm.gov/sites/blm.gov/files/docs/2021-08/CA-330-21-02_Fire%20Prevention%20Order_NorCal%20District_signed_508.pdf
https://www.blm.gov/programs/public-safety-and-fire/fire-and-aviation/regional-info/california/fire-restrictions
http://www.readyforwildfire.org/
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Considering a vaccine mandate for the Yuba Community College District. The District 
Board is in charge of the Yuba and Woodland Colleges. They took no action because 
the subject didn’t appear on the official agenda, but they all decided to ask the interim 
Chancellor and staff to see what other districts in the state are doing, then present it at a 
special meeting in coming weeks. Lake Co News reports before the latest meeting three 
school employees asked about vaccines being mandatory, 2 were in favor, the third 
didn’t want it because some people cannot get the shots.

A fire that broke out in Ukiah earlier this week has been determined to have been 
caused by arson. The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority Battalion Chief says they ruled out 
all other causes, leaving only, human cause. They were at the scene of the fire in Ukiah 
Wednesday near the intersection of the 101 and River Street near the city’s water 
treatment plant. The chief says there are signs of encampments around the area so 
they’ve been trying to contact people who may have seen the fire ignite, or any 
suspicious activity. The fire burned 30 acres, triggered evacuations and burned 2 
outbuildings.

Be prepared, Pacific Gas & Electric Company says they may have to shut off power 
due to a possible “dry offshore wind event”. The forecast over the next days could 
mean public safety power shutoffs for 16 counties they serve. That could mean lights 
out in Lake and Mendocino County, Sonoma, Napa and other counties in the North Bay 
region. The utility’s own meteorologists are monitoring the weather. The event is 
forecast for tomorrow and Wednesday. The company says they’ll send 48 hour notice 
to those affected by the wind event, as it’s mixed with the extreme to exceptional 
drought and extremely dry vegetation. Meanwhile, the Dixie Fire, the single largest fire 
in Calif. history is still burning in some of the counties where the warning also covers, 
Butte, Plumas, Tehama, and Lassen counties. 2730 Lake County customers and 240 
Mendocino customers will be impacted.

The Dixie Fire is still raging across Northern Calif, threatening hundreds of homes, 
after already burning hundreds of homes and buildings. Thunderstorms Friday didn’t 
help the matter, because it contained barely any moisture, but it did carry wind and sent 
lightning strikes across the northern Sierra. And high temperatures came back Sunday 
with a vengeance. There were wind gusts recorded of up to 50 mph Saturday, moving 
the fire closer to Janesville, which is just east of Greenville, already desecrated by the 
massive inferno. The U.S. Forest Service reports working in crisis mode, deploying 
whatever firefighters they have left. Around 21,000 federal firefighters are on the 
ground, 6,000 of them on the Dixie. It’s burned over 570,000 acres and was 31% 
contained on Sunday.

A man reportedly fell near Hopland triggering a rescue. Mendo Fever reports Hopland 
Fire and Cloverdale Ambulance were called yesterday to the Geyser Road Exit south of 
Hopland near the Mendocino/Sonoma County line for a man who had suffered 
“extreme fall.” The 37 year old reportedly fell with someone else calling for help. Then 
a CalStar ambulance came to the scene to take the man out of the area.

A man’s been found dead alone in a car near Laytonville. The call yesterday afternoon 
to the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office to report to the 101 and Fisherman Drive. 
Mendo Fever reports the man may have been driven to the area to meet the ambulance. 
That was later corrected to be Road 307 and Highway 101.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors about to join others across the nation requiring 
masks be worn in all indoor county facilities. The board will consider the matter 
tomorrow morning at their regular meeting where they’re also sure to receive an update 
on the pandemic from health officials. The urgency ordinance was already in play. The 
county administrative officer says the ordinance will stay in play until the transmission 
rate for the virus is at moderate or not more than 5.9 cases/100,000 and testing 
positivity not more than 4.9%. It’s currently 59/100,000 and testing positivity is 15.7%.



Water and Sewer rates are about to go up in Lakeport. The City Council is poised to 
approve a rate increase at their meeting tomorrow night. Lake Co News reports they’re 
opening the meeting to the public, but if you’re there and unvaccinated for COVID-19 
you have to wear a mask. They’ll also have the meeting on Zoom. A resolution will be 
announced to increase the water and sewer rates, with a public hearing set for Oct. 19th.

A fire that had been burning in Hidden Valley Lake has been surrounded. Fire officials 
say the Coyote Fire burned nearly 130 acres. It started Friday after a car fire spread on 
Highway 29 near the Coyote Grade, north of Hidden Valley Lake. There was an 
evacuation order for a minute and a handful of outbuildings burned, but there were no 
reports of homes damaged or destroyed so far.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors having a public hearing on spending a 
couple million on renovations and management at an apartment facility in Ukiah. The 
project had been a hotel the city bought as part of Project Homekey. It’s been converted 
to housing for the homeless. They will also get an update from an ad-hoc committee 
tomorrow on ways to improve the early warning alerts we get when there’s an 
emergency or natural disaster. They will have a busy meeting as they’ll also discuss a 
recent grand jury report on technology. And interviews will take place for people 
who’ve applied to be on the redistricting commission, which has to happen after a US 
Census report, which is due any day. The Board will also decide what to do with almost 
$20 million from Pacific Gas & Electric as disaster settlement funds.

Firefighters getting control of the Bell Fire. There had been an evacuation warning in 
place, but it was lifted. As of last night fire crews were closing in on the last 30% or so 
of containment line. The fire has burned 50 acres and is 65% contained. There was an 
evacuation order, then it was lowered to a warning. There was a shelter set up in 
Laytonville for those ordered to leave their home, but folks had to stay in their cars for 
a while because of the pandemic. The fire was burning near Bell Springs Road and 
Foster Creek Road. There were other fires burning yesterday too, one north of Gualala 
near Big Gulch Road and Highway 1. And another one in Laytonville in the 5500 block 
of Branscomb Lane. There were Nixle alerts sent out for the fires.

The Mendocino Film Festival has year round programming, plus they’ve announced 
dates for their yearly film festival. The 15th Annual Mendocino Film Festival will 
happen in June of next year, the 2nd through the 5th. The year round programming 
starts with Cinema in the Redwoods, that’ll be Stand By Me (1986), in partnership with 
Fort Bragg’s historic Skunk Train, this coming weekend. Hop on the train at 6:30 p.m. 
get a round trip to the screening, bottomless popcorn, a drink at the bar. The next event 
is the third weekend in September. And separately they’re starting to bring back their 
Classic Film Series the first Wednesday of the month, starting Oct. 6th For more 
information, visit MendocinoFilmFestival.org

Lamda is here. This is a new variant of the COVID-19 virus. Following Delta, the strain 
comes out of South America. There’s been more than 150 cases in Calif. It’s possible 
it’s even more infectious and we’re not going to say for sure, as researchers say more 
studying is necessary. But word is out there that this strain could be resistant to 
vaccines. We also don’t know for sure if it’s as infectious as the delta variant now 
ravaging the state.  The Lambda variant came out of Peru. It first surfaced there about a 
year ago and is spreading fast across South America.
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There’s a new CEO for the Lake County Chamber of Commerce. The last CEO Melissa 
Fulton has retired so the President of the Chamber Bobby Dutcher reported after a 
lengthy process and up to 15 applicants, they chose someone already on the Board of 
Directors for the Chamber. Laura Sammel will run things moving forward. Sammel 
says first on the agenda is to listen, and listen some more, then keep listening, as she 
has a huge learning curve. She says she wants to get out and meet and talk to people in 
the agency and the business community, then she’ll meet with city and county officials 
and state representatives.

Due to the recent surge in delta variant COVID-19 cases, the Taste of Lake County has 
been canceled. The Lakeport Main Street Association Board made the decision about 
the Aug 28th event as cases of the virus keep mounting. The event was set for loads of 
eating and drinking, and even though it’s outside, the organizers felt it wouldn’t be safe. 
They’re alerting their sponsors that they have to cancel for the second year in a row. 
The group says they’re planning for next year already. The Record Bee reports so far 
the Pumpkin and Dia de los Muertos Festivals on Oct. 2nd and the Dicken’s Fair on 
Nov. 27th in downtown Lakeport are still set to go on. 

The county has reported a new high of COVID19 cases. Last Thursday, as we reported, 
was the highest single day of cases, 95. Dr. Andy Coren, the county’s public health 
officer reported there were about 38 cases/100,000 people a day last week and he thinks 
this week will be in the mid-50s. He added that “Northern California had the worst case 
rates in the state” with surges in Humboldt, Del Norte and Lake counties actually worse 
than in Mendocino County. He also says the case rates may be lower than in reality as 
testing rates are down. But hospitalizations are up. There were about 11ish 
hospitalizations in July, now there are twice as many, and 8 people are in an ICU bed.  
He says the numbers now are higher than last winter and more than 95-percent people 
of those in the hospital have not been vaccinated. Dr. Coren gave his Friday address 
adding only 25% of county ICU beds are open.

No, inmates in prison are not allowed to have marijuana, even if it is legal in the state. 
This from a new ruling by the state Supreme Court which overturned a lower court 
ruling that said prisoners could have weed if they didn’t consume it. That meant, they 
could have up to an ounce of marijuana. But the Supremes said it went against common 
sense and took sides with the state attorney general who said California’s marijuana law 
did not apply to Californians in prison.

Another person has died from COVID19 in Mendocino County. Public Health 
announced being notified a 63 year old Willits woman became the county’s 55th death. 
Public Health is reminding during this latest surge in cases to use caution when putting 
yourself in situations that could expose you to COVID-19, especially considering the 
new more infectious Delta variant. Public Health asks that you follow all CDC and 
CDPH guidance. Vaccination, masking and social distancing remain the best options 
for combating the Covid-19 Virus. The individual in question was not vaccinated and 
had multiple underlying comorbidities.

The Gov. is campaigning against his own recall saying the election is “a matter of life 
or death”. He’s mostly been going after the top Republican candidate: former radio talk 
show host Larry Elder, seen to be the front runner. Mail-in voting has begun for the 
Sept. 14th election. Newsom has been campaigning to keep his job and even the 
President says he’ll campaign for Newsom, a fellow Democrat. Other big name 
Democrats say the state’s pandemic response, environmental leadership and progressive 
values are under serious threat if Newsom is ultimately booted. Elder would be 
California’s first Black governor, if he wins is reported to be anti-mask and anti vax.



Major fires are still burning across the state, including the massive Dixie fire. There are 
thousands of firefighters on the ground, working with gusty winds against the fire 
straddling Butte and Plumas counties. It’s burned almost 580,000 acres and is still only 
31% contained. More than 1,000 buildings and homes have been destroyed, including 
almost the entire gold rush era town of Greenville. Firefighters challenged yesterday 
due to smoke and now they’re looking at a major wind event and heat in the triple 
digits. There was a fire weather watch yesterday, a step under a red flag warning. And 
with this PG&E announced widespread outages in up to 18 counties. The Dixie Fire is 
under investigation, but the utility previously said they thought it was their equipment 
that started, what is now, the single largest fire to ever burn in the state.

Police everywhere in Covelo. At least that’s what radio reports said, around the Tri-
Counties Bank in town. Mendo Fever reports the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office 
reported deputies at the bank for a vandalism call. A vandal reportedly broke the front 
doors but was unable to get thru a second set of doors. So nothing was stolen. The bank 
was closed at the time. No word if anyone was caught or any arrests were made.

Police in Fort Bragg out at a home for a welfare check and saw a man lying on the 
ground. They say when they got there they contacted Steven Carte, but say he didn’t 
require medical attention. They found he was a Sex Registrant with prior convictions 
because he never registered in Texas or Tennessee. Officers say he gave them a bunch 
of phony information about when he came to Calif, last registered, and said he was told 
he didn’t need to register anymore. For all of that Carte was arrested and booked into 
Mendocino County Jail.  

Due to all the smoke in the air from the various wildfires in Northern Calif., the 
Mendocino Air Quality Control District reported particulate matter concentrations in 
the “Moderate” to “Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups” air quality level for most parts of 
the County and “Good” for the coastal areas. The smoke impacts are mostly from 
surrounding wildfires to the north and east of Mendocino County, as fires grow in steep 
terrain. Smoke has moved out to sea though from the California/Oregon border area and 
continues to hover offshore. The District reports we should expect widespread haze and 
smoke to continue for most of Mendocino County with increasing impacts the end of 
the week.

A revised public safety power outage map has been released from PG&E as we hit 
extreme weather conditions that could ignite new wildfires. The amount of people 
impacted in Mendocino County has gone up to 699 and 48,000 customers in Northern 
CA. The utility reports notifying customers who signed up for notifications and to 
expect a power shut-off event within 24 hours. In Mendocino County, there are also 30 
medical baseline customers. The utility company will have a charging center in 
Laytonville and many others throughout Lake and Sonoma counties. The Laytonville 
location will be open tonight and tomorrow night from 5 p.m. – 10 p.m. with “blankets, 
snacks and water, Air-conditioning/heating, Device charging, Ice, ADA-accessible 
restrooms and washing stations, seating, small medical device charging and Wi-Fi”.

The PG&E Public Safety shutoff may already be in play for some customers. Yesterday 
the utility company announced they may be turning off power tonight to thousands. It’s 
due to an offshore dry windstorm expected tonight. The utility company’s 
meteorologists are tracking the weather system they say can bring winds of up to 40 
miles per hour, with higher gusts in the foothills and mountains. There are fire weather 
watches in place for the areas of planned outages through tomorrow. On Sunday PG&E 
began to notify customers of the possible PSPS and revised it last night. There will be 
up to 48,000 people without lights in Colusa, Nevada, Glenn, Humboldt, Lake, Lassen, 
Mendocino, Napa, Plumas, Sierra, Solano, Sonoma, Tehama, Trinity, Yolo and Yuba 
counties.



The Little Lake Fire Protection District Board considering an Explorer Program. At the 
Board meeting last week the board, the Fire Chief Chris Wilkes and members of the 
public discussed the topic which would be sponsored by the Boy Scouts of America. 
They didn’t vote yet, that would be at their next meeting. The board also discussed the 
budget, a grand opening of their new firehouse set to open early next month, and the 
amount of calls and fires last month. There were 16 fire calls, one was reported to be a 
major fire at a home on a windy night, catching a neighbors driveway on fire. The 
neighbor’s home was saved.

Lakeport City Councilmembers are considering new Community Development Block 
Grants and a utility rate increase. At the meeting tonight the council will consider the 
two grants, one for just over $241,000 and the other for a whopping $27 million, which 
is actually from 2017. The smaller grant us for a COVID grant the city applied for. The 
council will also hear a report on July 4th to include police and fire department 
operations during the event for the public’s use of fireworks.

As the Dixie Fire continues to burn there are a bunch of new mandatory evacuation 
orders. Cal Fire reported high winds starting around noon yesterday which caused more 
action on the fire’s east zone. Winds are expected with a new red flag warning issued 
through tonight at midnight. There was also a new fire last night near Thompson Peak 
which officials say was not a spot fire and was only 20 acres, but it was surrounded by 
wind. There were however spot fires near Dyer Creek and Mountain Meadow 
Reservoir. Cal Fire reports more mandatory evacuations in Janesville. The fire grew 
almost 8,700 acres yesterday and is still just 31% contained. It’s been burning over a 
month. There’s no containment date yet.

The Governor has signed an executive order so retired school staff may return to school 
to help where they have staffing issues and they won’t have to wait six months after 
their retirement. The requirement is waived, they just have to apply with the California 
Teachers Retirement System. Schools have been grappling with teacher shortages for 
years, which got worse in the early days of the pandemic. The shortages are especially 
felt in special education, math, science and bilingual education.

In Humboldt County, they’re getting hammered by the COVID19 virus. Kym Kemp 
reports hospitalizations are taxing the county’s health care system who are understaffed 
and overworked. The staffers are begging the community to get vaccinated, the news 
site says. There were 471 new cases and 2 deaths last week. The county has a 14.54% 
test positivity rate, more than double the state average. On Friday the county reported 
31 residents were in the hospital with COVID, eight were in an ICU, and there are only 
six ICU beds available.

Another fire in the Sierra Nevadas, the Fly Fire may have also been started by PG&E 
equipment. Crews reportedly inspected their equipment and vegetation near where the 
Fly Fire started. But after the company was ordered by a court to report how it may 
have been involved in starting the Dixie Fire, it came to light that the company had not 
noted a white fir tree that later toppled onto utility lines, possibly igniting the fire that 
later merged with the Dixie Fire. There were a half dozen trees near where the Fly Fire 
started that were on the company’s nonurgent list, but were marked for trimming or 
removal since they were close to power lines. Court papers say one white fir fell on 
utility lines and a charred tree was collected as evidence, but not mentioned in any 
official report.

https://covid19.ca.gov/state-dashboard/
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Lawmakers and staffers in the Assembly have to be vaccinated at the Calif. capitol. 
California Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon of Lakewood says all Assembly 
employees have to be vaccinated against the virus or they may be fired.  They’ve got 
until the beginning of next month to begin getting their shots unless they can prove they 
have a medical condition where the vaccine is contra-indicated or a religious reason. 
Rendon says the requirement will provide “additional protection for anyone entering 
the Capitol” and the decision was made with “the support of Assemblymembers.” The 
State Senate is not going that route yet. The President Pro Tem says she’ll “continue to 
monitor the situation to determine whether a vaccination mandate is needed.”

Gusty conditions for firefighters on the Dixie Fire. The National Weather Service has 
issued a Red Flag warning because of critical fire conditions with winds potentially 
gusting up to 40 mph. There was a new weather system due to the fire over Susanville, 
where about 18,000 people live. There were evacuation orders for the close by town of 
Janesville. Susanville is the seat of Lassen County and could be the biggest city the fire 
gets near. There are a couple of state prisons there, a federal prison and a casino. While 
the fire has remained at 31% containment for several days, the acreage that’s been 
burned keeps leaping. Its now well over 604,000 acres, creeping closer to the largest 
complex fire, the August, which burned over a million acres last summer.

Yet another death in Mendocino County from the coronavirus. The County Public 
Health Dept. reports being informed of the death yesterday and that it was a 49 year old 
unvaccinated man from Ukiah who died after contracting the virus. This means there 
have been 56 deaths. Once again Public Health reminds you to try to keep yourself out 
of situations that may expose you to the virus, especially because of the much more 
infectious Delta variant. And another reminder to please follow all CDC and CDPH 
guidance. And the agency says vaccination, masking and social distancing are still the 
best options for combating the Covid-19 Virus.

Just like they promised, Pacific, Gas & Electric has shut off the electricity for thousands 
in the North Bay due to fire weather. Last night over 14,000 PG&E customers had their 
energy turned off to minimize the threat of wildfires due to gusty winds. Customers in 
Lake, Mendocino, Napa and Sonoma counties lost power at 6 p.m. last night. There 
were thousands more across Northern California who were supposed to lose their power 
across 18 counties. About 11,000 in Lake and Mendocino combined. But the utility 
company’s outage map showed the outages were in mostly mountainous, rural areas. 
 As you know the Public Safety Power Shutoffs are used in red flag warning conditions 
when there is hot temperatures, low humidity and strong winds.

More hot water for the former Mayor of Windsor who already resigned in shame after 
several women accused him of either sexual assault or harassment. Dominic Foppoli is 
now accused of possible conflicts of interest when he voted on a proposed 
development. Foppoli is being investigated by police in Sonoma County and Palm 
Beach, Florida. This latest investigation is by the Fair Political Practices Commission 
after an anonymous complaint was filed last month regarding the former mayor’s 
involvement in council discussions about a project proposed at the civic center. 
Apparently he’s part owner of a building and business the new development would be 
connected to.

County workers in Sonoma County added to the long list of places where you must be 
fully vaccinated to work, or get a weekly test. The Public Health Officer, Dr. Sundari 
Mase recommended it to the Board of Supervisors and they agreed that over 4,000 
county workers need to be fully vaccinated against the coronavirus or be tested weekly 
due to the surge of cases anew amidst the highly contagious delta variant. This comes 
after the county already agreed that all area first responders — law enforcement, fire 
and emergency medical employees also need to be vaccinated by Sept. 1st or be tested 
weekly.



The Mendocino County Public Health Officer at the latest board meeting saying the 
amount of cases and deaths in the county right now is “quite alarming”. As of 
yesterday, Dr. Andy Coren noted 27 people in the hospital, and six are in an Intensive 
Care Unit. He says that’s a lot more hospitalizations than last winter or spring, and six 
times higher than last month. Coren told Supervisors hospital workers were “burned 
out” and they weren’t taking on extra shifts as they did at the beginning of the 
pandemic, putting area hospitals in crisis mode.  Likewise, the head of Adventist Health 
in Ukiah, Willits and Fort Bragg says there is brewing fatigue amongst staff, but says 
they are safely staffed. He also said 85 percent of their admissions are in non-
vaccinated individuals.

Governor Gavin Newsom says since there are so many more infections and 
hospitalizations in California, he’s making sure hospitals have enough staff and 
resources. So the Governor has signed an executive order to that effect. It will allow 
health care workers from out of the state to come to work in California. It also allows 
some health care workers and emergency medical technicians to continue working in 
the state. It allows health care facilities flexibility to figure out ways to change around 
their spaces so they can fit more patients. It also talks about teachers and school staff 
who are retired, so they can come back short term to help out, without waiting a certain 
amount of lag time usual, in non-pandemic times.

State Sen. Mike McGuire’s hosting a virtual town hall on the coronavirus. It’s tonight 
at 6:30 p.m. live on Facebook or on McGuire’s website. You can also dial in or check 
out the webinar where McGuire is hosting a pediatrician from Kaiser Permanente and 
an infectious disease doctor from the UCLA Fielding School of Public Health. They’ll 
talk about the latest spike in cases and school this fall.

Mendocino Deputies along with other law enforcement at it again, breaking up 
marijuana grows, pulling and destroying weed and detaining many. No arrests were 
made as all of the cases are headed to the DA for possible charges. The teams went out 
last week with Border Protection agents first in Willits they found 29 people there and 
almost a quarter million in cash and almost 9,500 pounds of processed marijuana which 
was mostly destroyed, but kept some as evidence. Then it was off to another grow in 
Willits where they eradicated over 2,300 plants and found more in Willits along with 5 
people amongst hoop houses. Nearly 5,900 plants were found at that location along 
with 1,376 pounds of processed pot, much of it destroyed on scene. There was also a 
ghost gun. Then they headed to Laytonville and found weed growing on private 
property that was clear cut with hoop houses on the property, over 2,000 illegal plants 
and almost 107 pounds of processed marijuana. In the same area, on BLM property, 
was 4,000 more plants that were destroyed on scene. Then back to Willits where 3 
people were found, and 913 plants and almost 1,757 pounds of hanging/drying 
marijuana, which was also destroyed.

More homes in Mendocino County than anticipated are in the dark. PG&E increased 
the amount of homes in the Public Safety Power Shutoff after the National Weather 
Service in Eureka issued a Red Flag Warning.  The power was turned out in 
Laytonville, some homes in the Brooktrails area, several along the 
Mendocino/Humboldt County line, and added on last minute were homes in and around 
Covelo, Redwood Valley, and Potter Valley along with others along the Willits Grade 
on the 101. And more in the South County, on Highway 128 through Yorkville and a 
section near the Mendocino/Sonoma County line east of the 101. There’s a charging 
center in Covelo at Keith’s Market and one in Laytonville at Harwood Hall. Gusty 
winds are expected thru tonight.

https://www.facebook.com/SenatorMikeMcGuire/
https://sd02.senate.ca.gov/video
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Lake Sonoma is at record low levels and the water is so warm that coho salmon are 
threatened at a state hatchery. The hatchery is at the base of a dam near Healdsburg. 
The Press Democrat reports there’s signs of disease in the juvenile fish which is already 
endangered in the Russian River. The newspaper reports federal biologists made an 
unusual move by bringing in 2,000 fish to a student-operated hatchery in Petaluma 
where high schoolers are watching over the fish with their science teacher. Casa Grande 
High School has a nearly 4 decade old United Anglers program which will care for the 
tiny salmon during the statewide drought. It comes as Chinook and coho salmon died 
off on the Klamath River due to record low precipitation.

A lawsuit’s been filed in federal court in Calif. to get the recall election stopped. The 
lawsuit alleges the recall is unconstitutional since it doesn’t allow the Governor’s 
constituents equal protection under the law which is guaranteed under the 
14th amendment of the US constitution. The recall is set for Sept. 14th. The lawsuit 
was filed by two voters, R.J. Beaber and A.W. Clark with their argument by the 
Berkeley Law School Dean. The Dean Erwin Chemerinsky also penned an op-ed in the 
NY Times last week saying Newsom can get a lot more votes than other candidates and 
still lose his job and that violates a “core constitutional principle” that “every voter 
should have an equal ability to influence the outcome of the election.”

After calls about a domestic disturbance in Ukiah a man is arrested. Deputies reported to a white SUV on Hwy 
20. And when the driver saw them he took off. Deputies went after the Jeep which was going up to 110 mph in 
the Blue Lakes area of Lake County. It passed several other cars in the other lane of traffic so deputies backed 
off. The Jeep took off, and deputies caught up again, identifying the driver as Adam McBride who they finally 
caught and arrested. The woman in the car had visible injuries to her face and arms. The pair had a flat tire and 
were arguing when McBride apparently hit the woman. He also had an active no bail Felony arrest from Utah 
for credit card fraud so he’s charged with various crimes and held without bail.

It was quick. A new fire in Lake County has destroyed several dozen homes and killed or injured multiple 
animals in one day. The Cache Fire quickly blew up triggering evacuations southeast of Clearlake, taking an 
entire mobile home park down. 1,600 people were evacuated yesterday including students at two Lower Lake 
schools. The Sheriff went live on Facebook calling it a serious event asking for community members to comply 
with evacuation orders. There was at least one person who lived in the mobile home park injured and flown to 
an out of area hospital.  40 homes were lost at the Creekside Mobile Home Park where mostly low income or 
seniors live. The fire’s forward progress stopped about 12 hours after the fire broke out and no cause has been 
determined.

A fire in El Dorado County has also exploded in size. The Caldor has been growing rapidly since it broke out 
last weekend and it continues to get too close for comfort to well-populated communities along Highway 50 
and other areas. There are many evacuation orders in the area, too many to report here… (Pollock Pines, Cedar 
Grove and Kyburz; most of Camino; eastern portions of Pleasant Valley and Somerset; a large stretch between 
Mormon Emigrant Trail and Highway 88; and areas near the Union Valley, Ice House and Loon Lake 
reservoirs.) The fire plowed through one area of about 1,200 people and two people had to be airlifted to 
hospitals. Homes burned along with a post office, an elementary school and church in the area of Grizzly Flats. 
The fire exploded by 1,000% in one day and has burned almost 62,600 acres growing by 10,000 acres in 12 
hours yesterday and 30,000 acres the night before.  7,000 residents have reportedly evacuated from El Dorado 
County. The Governor has declared a state of emergency for the Caldor fire.



At a debate between the three Republican candidates looking to unseat Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom, they 
all agreed, no need for school employees or healthcare workers to have a vaccine mandate. But apparently the 
three are vaccinated themselves. Former San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer, Assemblyman Kevin Kiley and 
Businessman John Cox agreed it should be up too individual institutions, local municipalities and businesses. 
At the debate Cox was served court papers because he reportedly owes tens of thousands of dollars to a 
company who helped launch a previous failed Gubernatorial bid. The election is in a month, but ballots have 
already gone out in the mail. If Newsom loses, the new Governor would be sworn in immediately after the vote 
is certified. Front runner and former radio talk show host Larry Elder and reality TV personality and former 
Olympian Caitlyn Jenner did not attend.

Lassen Community College in Susanville had to be evacuated due to the Dixie Fire. The fire’s been burning 
over a month and is already the single largest fire to ever burn in the state. The containment has been slow, only 
35%, and it’s now burned nearly 663,000 acres and burned hundreds of homes and buildings. 106 students were 
evacuated from the college yesterday and taken along with staff members to Humboldt State University. 
They’re lodging them there in residence halls, away from HSU students. Most of the evacuees were reportedly 
vaccinated, but were also being tested for COVID out of an abundance of caution. Everyone has to wear masks 
on campus and do daily wellness self-checks. There are also isolation beds separated for any potentially 
positive cases.

A man from Covelo’s been arrested for soliciting sex while having a 4 year old child with him. Deputies 
reported to a motel in Covelo, finding Paulino Calihua with the toddler. They say they were informed the man 
was trying to pay women to have sex with him and/or to babysit the child for him. Deputies say he seemed 
pretty drunk when they met him, having trouble standing. They also found he was on active probation for an 
alcohol related offense, plus there was a bunch of booze containers around the room where the child was. 
Deputies also found the 4 year old girl had not eaten for around 24 hours so others at the motel were giving her 
food and water. So Calihua was arrested for willful cruelty to a child and violation of probation and booked on 
$27,500.00 bail. The child was taken by Child Protective Services and reunited with a family member.

A man from Willits has been arrested for waving a gun around in public. Deputies say they got a call to a man 
walking with a dog along the railroad tracks in the 2500 block of Highway 20 who was confronted by Michael 
McCallion who said the other man was trespassing and he needed to leave. The two started to argue, and that’s 
when the reporting party said McCallion waved a gun at him, then shot it. The other guy ran and called the 
Sheriff’s office. McCallion was found nearby and arrested. They found a 9mm semi-auto pistol and 
ammunition inside a tent McCallion was living in.  He’s charged with discharging a firearm in a gross negligent 
manner and booked into jail on $15,000.00 bail.

More cases of COVID have popped up at Mendocino County businesses. The Public Health Dept. reported a 
new high of cases too, 113, yesterday. Employees of the Broiler Steak House in Redwood Valley, and Club 
Calpella in Ukiah tested positive. Then two other businesses reported cases too, Cosmo Prof., a beauty supply 
store and Hector’s Snow Cones. All of the cases were the first two weeks of the month. The Broiler manager 
said it was a fully vaccinated staff member who tested positive and that they take it very seriously and are 
closing. There were no statements from the other businesses. The health dept. keeps reminding not to go to 
work if you feel sick or feel you may have symptoms.

For more information about Covid-19 vaccines, testing and masking, contact the Mendocino County Public 
Health Covid-19 Call Center at (707) 472-2759 or visit: http://www.mendocinocounty.org/covid19

A man in Redwood Valley has been arrested after a Sheriff’s Deputy on routine patrol saw Jesse Connolly, who 
he knew from previous contacts. He knew he had a couple of active felony warrants, one for not appearing in 
court. So he was pulled over and arrested for the warrants and booked into jail on $230,000.00 bail.

http://www.mendocinocounty.org/covid19


A man from Ukiah has been arrested for among other things, threatening a Sheriff’s Deputy. The Deputy on 
regular patrol and saw a car on the 101 in Redwood Valley get off the highway and violate a traffic code so 
they were pulled over. There was a woman driving with Maric Arriaga who was found to be on probation so he 
was searched. The woman was also searched and found with a bunch of counterfeit oxycodone pills. Then 
backup Deputies arrived. They figured the pills were Arriaga’s. And that he had a bunch of meth on him so they 
went to arrest and handcuff him. They say he took a fighting stance and began physically resisting.  They got 
control of him and took him to the ground. He wasn’t injured but was arrested for a laundry list of crimes and 
booked on $50,000.00 bail. The woman was released.

Groups who want high-speed internet in all areas of the country are pressing the U-S House to pass the 
President’s 1-trillion-dollar infrastructure bill, which already passed the Senate. The proposal includes 65 
billion dollars to expand broadband. Stan Santos, a broadband technician and part of the Communication 
Workers of America’s “broadband brigade” says the state of California is also kicking in 6 billion for high-
speed internet for more rural, low-income communities of color over the next three years.

 

:10  “The United 
States is in such a 
poor position 
competitively 
speaking in relation to 
so many countries in 
the world in relation to 
access to high-speed 
broadband.”

Tag:  The U-S is 27th for access to high- speed internet, according to allconnect.com. And we rank 14th 
in the world for the speed of our mobile and broadband internet connections, according to speedtest.net.

Second Cut: Santos says he’s watching two cases before the California Public Utilities Commission – one 
that could force service providers to give data on their networks to the agency for planning purposes, 
and a second that would force them to stop redlining – and extend service to smaller, less-profitable 
communities.

:07  “It has to be 
regulated, there has to 
be requirements, and 
there have to be 
consequences if they 
continue to be bad 
actors, especially with 
public funds. “

http://allconnect.com/
http://speedtest.net/
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Lost pets can be reported to the City Animal Control Office

Tag:  People can check the broadband maps on the C-P-U-C and the F-C-C websites to see which 
communities are burdened with slow internet and would be prioritized during the build-out.

The Cache Fire in Lake County still has people evacuated, others, not so lucky, they’re out of their homes 
permanently as the fire burned 40 homes in the Creekside Mobile Home Park. The fire has blackened 80 acres 
and is 35% contained. There are still 800 people under an evacuation order in Clearlake and Lower Lake. The 
fire’s forward movement has been stopped, but firefighters are there stomping out possible flareups. It started 
Wednesday and only burned 2 acres, but blew up in dry, hot, windy conditions. It also burned a few other 
mobile homes at a park down the street from Creekside, at Cache Creek. At one time 1,600 people were 
evacuated with a shelter set up at Kelseyville High School Wednesday and the Twin Pines Casino and Hotel in 
Middletown on Thursday.

Most of the customers who had to deal with intentional power downs have their electricity back on. Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co. reported turning the power back on for all customers in Sonoma, Napa and Mendocino counties. 
1,400 or so are still without power in Lake County. The Public Safety Power Shutoff started Tuesday night to 
try to stop the company’s equipment from being whipped down by wind onto brush. The utility’s 
meteorologists predicted serious wind gusts and low humidity earlier this week, prompting the power downs. 
The National Weather Service ended up issuing a red flag warning for extreme fire danger. There was no power 
for 1,800 customers in Sonoma County, 154 in Mendocino County and 6,849 in Napa County. And another 
4,760 homes and businesses in Lake County were shut off, but most, except for the 1,400 had their electricity 
back on.

Most evacuations for the Cache Fire in Lake County have been lifted as the fire reaches 
50 percent containment with no active flames. Dam Road in that area is still closed and 
likely will remain closed through the weekend. Cal Fire will do a damage assessment, 
but as of now, it looks like 58 residences and more than 100 structures were destroyed 
in an 83-acre burn zone. There have been no reports of anyone seriously hurt or 
missing. Schools in Clearlake that were closed today are expected to be reopened on 
Monday.

The city wants to hear from residents of the Creekside or the Cache Creek Mobile 
Home Parks, even if after hours.

The city has set up a webpage with resources for those affected by the Cache Fire. You 
can find the link on the Local News tab of our website. (
https://www.clearlake.ca.us/AlertCenter.aspx?AID=Cache-Fire-Resource-Page-35)

The Lake County fire is tiny compared to the dozens of others raging across the state. 
So far, they have burned over 1,000,000 acres or 2,000 square miles. The biggest, the 
Dixie fire, is still only 35 percent contained.

The US Forest Service is CLOSING several national forests because of the risk of more 
fires. Among them—the Mendocino National Forest. The closure starts at 11:59 PM on 
Sunday, though at least September 6th. In addition to Mendocino, the Tahoe, Plumas, 
Lassen, Six Rivers, Klamath, Shasta Trinity, and Modoc National Forests will all be 
off-limits.

It’s slowed on the Monument Fire in the Shasta Trinity Forest, as pillars of smoke 
hovered above. But the fire grew some. It’s now 136,379 acres, an increase over the last 
day of just under 700 acres. The northwest area of the fire triggered a new evacuation 
warning for the hamlets of Denny and Hawkins Bar. Crews used helicopters to flyover 
and dump water and ground crews were on spot fires, one was six acres, the other only 
one acre near Bell Bar. There was also a drone with infrared technology watching over 
a couple more spot fires east of the North Fork Trinity River, one is about 15 acres and 
another was one acre.

https://www.clearlake.ca.us/AlertCenter.aspx?AID=Cache-Fire-Resource-Page-35


Hundreds of people had to leave Lake County due to the fast moving Cache Fire which 
has stopped all forward movement. Clearlake and Lower Lake have been devasted by 
the fire which gutted a mobile home park and burned trees, cars and buildings. 56 
homes and 81 outbuildings along with 158 vehicles and 30 telephone and power poles 
were fried by the fire. Lake Co News reports a state of emergency was declared 
yesterday due to the environmental dangers left behind. That means the state and 
federal government can pitch in to help. The news site reports the Lake County Fire 
Protection District Chief said there was a lot of dust particles that are contaminants so 
people need to stay away. The fire charred 83 acres and is said to be between 35% and 
40% contained. No word how it may have started.  

Hundreds of students and a couple hundred staffers at five schools in Clearlake and 
Lower Lake had to be evacuated due to the Cache Fire. Since the area is still inundated 
with smoke and dust, the schools are closed for deep cleanings today. They do plan to 
reopen Monday.

2 mobile home parks were hit hard by the fire, one worse than the other. Creekside 
Mobile Home Park is gone, and 3 homes in the neighboring Cache Creek Mobile Home 
Park were also destroyed. One other building also burned.  Over 700 people are still 
evacuated as neighborhoods are cleared of debris, downed power lines and hazardous 
materials. There were two evacuation centers this week, first at Kelseyville High on 
Wednesday, then yesterday it was the Twin Pines Casino, where about 70 people 
stayed.  The Cache Fire broke out Wednesday in windy conditions, during a red flag 
warning.

There’s been a second death at a homeless shelter in Santa Rosa due to complications of 
COVID-19. The largest homeless shelter in Sonoma County, the Santa Rosa’s Samuel 
L. Jones shelter has been devastated by the virus this year. The latest death was 
someone who had been vaccinated, but was in the hospital and had other medical 
conditions. The Sonoma County Department of Public Health has confirmed the death 
of the man who died over a week ago. They reported he was between 55 and 64 years 
old. Two residents first tested positive in early July so the shelter was closed to new 
residents, then an outbreak occurred less than a week later, infecting nearly 50 
residents.  Of the 153 people who regularly live there, 83 were fully vaccinated. They 
had a total of 114 confirmed COVID-19 cases, and 66 of them were fully vaccinated. 
Fifty-two were the delta variant strain.

Another outbreak at the Mendocino County Jail of COVID. Apparently four cases 
popped up during the booking process so those inmates were immediately quarantined. 
Then on Wednesday, jail medical staff and the Mendocino County Public Health Dept. 
tested all inmates and found six male inmates and one female inmate tested positive for 
the virus. So there are now 11 positive cases at the jail. And correctional officers are 
testing daily due to an increase in community spread, so they detected three Corrections 
Deputies who tested positive; two detected by the jail and the other from off-site 
testing. All arrestees who are going to jail are tested, then if they test positive, they are 
quarantined. All new entrees are also quarantined for ten days before mixing in general 
population.

A special meeting’s being held by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors due to 
the drought. The special meeting is Tuesday and called for because of the critical water 
shortage emergency in the town of Mendocino. Water experts will be there to help the 
Board and attendees understand the extreme water shortage in the 5th District which 
was heightened by the severe, historic drought. The agenda will have discussion and 
possible action with direction for staff to set aside money for drought assistance and 
other immediate funding opportunities. 5th District Supervisor and Board Vice-Chair 
Ted Williams says water is scarce there and citizens are scrambling for solutions.  The 
meeting is at 1:00 pm and will be live streamed on the county’s YouTube page.   
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Thousands of firefighters working in dire conditions throughout Calif as fires continue 
eating away land mass, homes, cars, trees and power lines. The massive Dixie fire, the 
largest of the mix, has been burning since July 13th and keeps jumping in size. It’s 
burned just under 700,000 acres and remains only 35% contained. The Caldor Fire, the 
latest to blow up in size, has no containment. It’s burning in El Dorado County and 
ravaged the Sierra town of Grizzly Flats this week. The fire has blackened 68,630 acres. 
The Cache fire took down an entire mobile home park in Lake County, and three units 
in another nearly mobile home park. At least 50 homes burned in total. The Sheriff and 
local fire chief gathered for a hasty meeting last night saying the fire moved “quickly 
and severely.”

Pacific Gas and Electric reports turning power back on to everyone in Lake County. 
There were people in the dark in 18 counties. Nearby they had their power back on 
Thursday, but there were about 1,400 Lake residents still in the dark, who were restored 
last night. 50,000 Northern California customers had to deal with the public safety 
power shutoff. The utility company reported clocking wind gusts of more than 50 mph. 
They recorded at least 10 incidents of weather-related damage and hazards to their 
equipment. They say four could have caused fires if they didn’t power down.

The Mayor of Clearlake says he wants to reward employees who get the COVID19 
vaccine, but the mayor of Lakeport, not so much. The Record Bee newspaper reports 
the two mayors on opposite sides of the lake are also on opposite sides of the fence. 
Clearlake Mayor Dick Slooten said he wants to reward every employee with $100 of 
his own money if they get the jab by Sept. 15th. The Lakeport Mayor Kenny Parlet, on 
the other hand says he used to be a pre-med student, doesn’t trust the media, and knows 
science. He says masks don’t work and they’re harmful. He also says the vaccine is 
lethal and kills.

At a town hall regarding the pandemic, State Senator Mike McGuire hosted some 
scientists. Online on Wednesday, the senator updated community members about the 
state’s response and the Delta variant. There were two doctors on the virtual meeting 
with him, an infectious disease physician at UCLA’s Fielding School of Public Health 
and Geffen School of Medicine and as kids are getting ravaged by the virus ahead of 
back to school time, McGuire also hosted a pediatrician and assistant clinical professor 
at the University of California, San Francisco. McGuire says 64% more Californians 
are getting infected, and that the surge is mostly in the unvaccinated. The doctors noting 
half the US population who are eligible have been vaccinated and we need it to be 80 to 
90%. They say the way to stop the variants are through vaccinations globally, not just 
in the US. And they discussed children who are experiencing, not only illness, but 
stress, depression and anxiety.

Another two local businesses have some cases of COVID to report. Denny’s on 
Pomeroy St. in Ukiah is reporting from Sunday, August 15th to Thursday, August 19th, 
if you were there you could have been exposed. The other business was Taco Bell on N. 
State St. between Wednesday, August 11th and Thursday, August 12th. The Public 
Health Dept says it’s identifying businesses as its notified due to the rapidly spreading 
mother virus variant, Delta. They’re saying again, if you feel sick or think you may be 
getting ill not to go to work. That if you may have been exposed and are unvaccinated, 
you should get tested and if you’re exhibiting symptoms while vaccinated, you should 
be tested. Neither of the two businesses have put out a statement. Another death has 
been reported too, a 66 year old unvaccinated woman from Redwood Valley. She is the 
57th death in the county.

A woman from Talmage has been arrested for domestic violence after deputies say two 
people walking down the street got in an argument that turned physical. Deputies say 
Danielle Bloyd and a man were walking in the 1300 block of Old River Road when 
they got into a physical altercation, with Bloyd biting the man, who tried to hug her, in 
the jaw. They say he had visible injuries reflecting the man’s story, so Bloyd was 
arrested for domestic violence battery and booked into Mendocino County Jail on 
$35,000.00 bail.



Some residents in Clearlake evacuated for nearly a week due to the destructive Cache 
fire have been allowed to go home. The evacuation orders were supposed to be lifted 
this morning, but there’s a restriction still of who can go into certain areas due to the 
amount of damage. The Clearlake City Manager put out a notice on the repopulation. 
He says last night some residents were able to go home to inspect the destruction, for 
“emotional closure.” The fire burned 83 acres and destroyed 56 homes and 81 other 
structures. There were 1,600 people evacuated at one time. The destruction was 
contained to two mobile home parks. City leaders are reportedly working with county 
and state officials for hazard cleanup. There’s been no cause released yet.

The Caldor fire in El Dorado County has grown as it ravages dry fuels in its wake. It’s 
burned over 104,000 acres. At the same time the Dixie Fire, which has been burning 
well over a month and is the largest single fire to ever burn in the state, triggered more 
evacuations. All national forests in Northern Calif. are closed through Labor Day now 
because of fire danger.  The Caldor Fire is 5% contained and the Dixie is 38% 
contained. That massive blaze has burned over 724,000 acres. Another fire in Trinity 
County, the Monument, has burned over 148,000 with 20% containment and the 
McFarland Fire in Shasta, Trinity and Tehama counties has burned almost 118,000 
acres and is 66% contained.

A man in Taylorsville has been arrested for allegedly setting a bunch of small fires near 
the massive Dixie Fire. Highway Patrol from the Quincy area reported David Heland 
Hyde was arrested after fires were seen on his property. He’s also accused of refusing to 
leave during mandatory evacuation orders. A fire division chief reportedly working 
with the California National Guard at an evacuation checkpoint was informed of the 
fires. They reportedly told the man to leave, but he wouldn’t let them near his property 
or to extinguish the fires. He sprayed firefighters with a hose. But they arrested him and 
charged him with entering or remaining in an evacuation zone.

A new report says there are currently no ICU beds available in the entire state. Cal 
Matters reports hospitals in six rural counties are dealing with the most hospital patients 
ever who are infected with the virus.  The surges due to the unvaccinated in Mendocino, 
Del Norte, Tuolumne, Lake, Humboldt and Nevada counties. The report by CalMatters 
after they analyzed state data, goes on to say the six counties have record high 
hospitalizations. And three others, Amador, Placer and Shasta — have a similar 
situation. The report says sparsely populated counties are the ones without many beds 
left. In  Del Norte and Lake counties, there were no ICU beds last week. Hospital 
officials reported it was due to unvaccinated people and the Delta variant.

The Mendocino County Grand Jury has put out a finding on homelessness calling the 
City of Ukiah the epicenter of County services for the homeless and transient 
populations. It says the pandemic has laid bare disparities and gaps in service for the 
Homeless Services Continuum of Care and in local community policing strategies. The 
outcome, they jury says is that local governments and agencies should look within and 
need to improve. The report says since there’s nowhere to live for many, homeless 
encampments have grown. It says food, clothing and shelter, basic essentials are a 
challenge and that vulnerable or addicted people don’t have a lot of choice to have their 
needs met, so theft, loitering and pandering may be how some survive.

The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office is warning about the latest telephone scam. 
Friday deputies say they were informed by Willits Police about someone getting a call 
from someone posing as a sergeant from the Sheriff’s office, but it is in no way 
connected to the department and had no legitimate law enforcement purpose. They 
pretended the receiver of the call had a warrant out for their arrest for missing jury duty 
so they needed to confirm some personal identifying information for identity theft 
purposes. They may also demand payment. The department says to hang up on this 
person, not give info and call police.



More information released about a woman in Lake County who reportedly shot a man 
she says sexually assaulted her. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office got the report earlier 
this month about the shooting in Clearlake Oaks and a dead man at a home. The Major 
Crimes Unit took over the investigation, finding it wasn’t quite what it seemed. 
They’ve identified the victim of the shooting as Charles Vernon McClelland of Rohnert 
Park, who was the woman’s on and off boyfriend for a time. She reportedly got ahold 
of a gun and says when the man tried assaulting her again, she shot him multiple times. 
The Major Crimes detectives have identified the woman as Tammy Sue Grogan 
Robinson of Clearlake Oaks and found she was lying and the shooting was not justified. 
She was found and arrested in Missouri and booked on murder charges and held on 
$2,000,000 bail and awaits extradition to Lake County.

A report of a body behind Ross Dress for Less in Ukiah has triggered an investigation, 
but police say they knew the man from previous contacts. Police found the man’s body 
behind the clothing store in the Pear Tree Shopping Center and a coroner was called to 
the scene too. They say the man had been homeless and had a history of drug use but 
there were no obvious signs of that at the scene of his death. Another homeless person 
reported the death. The police dept. says there was nothing suspicious so far about the 
death and an autopsy has been ordered for Wednesday.

A fire’s been reported behind a Burger King in Willits. Willits Police, Little Lake & 
Brooktrails Fire Departments were at the fire and a Willits arson investigator was 
working with police on the incident. They have fingered Jennifer Smith of Fort Bragg 
as a primary suspect saying it appeared she had walked up to the fast food spot from a 
nearby creek bed, lit some dry grass by the drive thru on fire and walked away. Police 
detained her nearby and arrested her for arson and a drug related charge. The fire was 
put out before spreading.

Cases of COVID19 at schools in Sonoma County has complicated the return back to in 
person learning. The Press Democrat reports there were more than three dozen 
confirmed COVID cases the first week of school. That meant the schools had to do 
contact tracing and put the safety guidelines established, into play. The county’s 
epidemiologists said there were 38 cases at 24 schools since the time school restarted. 
Six of those were staffers and 32 were students.  Mandatory quarantine for those testing 
positive per state requirements and kids and staff can only come back after they have no 
symptoms.

A set back for the gig economy. A state Superior Court judge said the 2020 ballot 
proposition allowing Uber, Lyft, DoorDash and other independent contractor type 
businesses to call workers that is no good. The Service Employees International Union 
sued and the judge in Alameda County said indeed parts of Proposition 22 were 
unconstitutional because the workers couldn’t be included under the state’s workers’ 
compensation law. Companies spent millions on the ballot initiative which required the 
gig workers to be classified as employees who get benefits. Now Uber is indicating 
they might continue the court case. The ballot measure won 58% of the vote in last 
November’s election.

The FDA has given full approval to the Pfizer-BioNTech coronavirus vaccine which 
some say will mean more people will get the shots. It also comes at a time of a surge in 
cases, hospitalizations and deaths due to the ferocious delta variant. The vaccine is fully 
approved for those 16 and over and has new branding too, they’re now calling it 
“Comirnaty”.    
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Another death has been reported in Mendocino County associated with the pandemic. 
The Public Health Dept. reports being notified of a county resident lost to the COVID-
19 virus, a 41 year old Willits woman who was unvaccinated. This is now the 58th 
death in Mendocino County. Once again Public Health is reminding residents to use 
caution when placing themselves in situations that may expose them to COVID-19, 
especially considering the new more infectious Delta variant. And to follow all CDC 
and CDPH guidance. Vaccination, masking and social distancing remain the best 
options for combating the Covid-19 Virus.

Reports of the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office engaging in a high speed chase near 
Willits with a suspect known to carry guns, who they believed might be under the 
influence. Mendo Fever reports scanner traffic said deputies took chase after the black 
Dodge Charger with oversized tires because the driver was going faster than 100 
miles/hour at times and driving erratically. The driver was spotted on the 101 and 
Highway 162 driving faster than 80 mph at times and driving in opposite lanes of 
traffic. The driver was also seen tossing stuff out of the car and they lost sight of him 
for a time. Then the guy stopped and ran and deputies took off on foot after him. There 
was one other person with the driver and the pair were caught before midnight.

A fire has gutted a beloved resale shop in Guerneville. Gypsy Sisters was owned by 
Cherie Sexton for 15 years. It was destroyed with two other buildings downtown 
Sunday night. Apparently the fire started in the crawl space under the old Flavors 
Unlimited ice cream shop. The Sonoma County Fire Protection District reports that 
shop, the former DeeDees Graphics and Printing and the Gypsy Sisters building were 
heavily damaged. The buildings will be torn down now. The fire is under investigation.

Folks have been allowed back into the area where the Cache fire burned in Lake 
County. Some of the homeowners who lost all of their belongings have started 
GoFundMe accounts so they can pay to replace their personal items, including clothes, 
furniture and the rest.

The Sonoma County Public Health Officer is moving up the deadline for when public 
school staff have to get their COVID19 vaccine in accordance with the guidelines from 
the California Department of Public Health. Teachers, administrators, and other staff 
have to show proof they’ve been vaccinated by Sept. 24th, three weeks sooner than the 
state deadline of Oct. 15th. If they don’t get the vaccine, then they will be tested every 
week. Dr. Sundari Mase put out a statement that after she spoke to local school and 
community leaders, she found it would be necessary and appropriate for all schools to 
comply sooner. A spokesperson for the county says “they know the vaccine is the best 
tool to fight the pandemic.”

Residents told to leave their homes as the Cache fire broke out have been allowed to go 
home. Some came back Sunday night to survey the damage, but yesterday they were 
able to sift through what was left behind in the ash. The city manager, who’s also the 
Clearlake director of emergency services, also notified that those who are not property 
owners or their representatives, were restricted from entry. Most of the fire’s 
destruction was limited to the Creekside Mobile Home Park. A few other mobile homes 
were destroyed or damaged at the nearby Cache Creek Mobile Home Park, and its 
water system was destroyed. The fire burned 83 acres last week. A local assistance 
center for fire survivors is being set up to help.
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There are dozens of fires burning in the state and thousands of firefighters working 
overtime. That spurred Gov. Newsom to request a presidential major disaster 
declaration for eight counties. That would cover the Dixie, Antelope, McFarland, 
Monument and River fires and open up the ability for the federal government to help 
pay for housing, food, unemployment and governmental emergency costs. The state 
reported tens of thousands of Californians are currently under mandatory evacuation 
orders and over 500 households were in shelters. And now the Caldor Fire in El Dorado 
County is creeping closer to Lake Tahoe. The fire is only 5% contained and has burned 
447 buildings already.  The Dixie Fire is now 40% contained, but it’s getting closer and 
closer to that Gigafire status. It’s burned nearly 700 homes.

Smaller school districts are reportedly struggling even though the state promised they 
wouldn’t be harmed as attendance dropped due to the pandemic. Ed Source reports the 
so-called hold-harmless policy didn’t necessarily cover all districts. The Small School 
Districts Association sent a letter this spring to the Senate and Assembly budget 
committees but say they have yet to get a response. And say there’s been no action as 
the legislature is about to end its work for the year. The state policy is such that districts 
need to prove they had budgeted for growth in enrollment, and then the state would pay 
above the year before enrollment.

A man from Redwood Valley has been found guilty of a first degree murder in Covelo 
last year. Joel Mendoza-Gonzalez was killed a year ago in a drive by shooting and 
Jameson Wolfgang Jackson is the shooter. He was also convicted for a 2001 murder of 
Brooktrails store-owner Joan LeFeat, when he was only 15.  He’s now 36 years old, but 
since he was tried as a juvenile before, he was released from lockup in 2008, and was 
paroled until 2010. He’s had various other arrests since then including one for domestic 
violence a couple of years ago. He was held in jail the last year on $2 million bail. He 
will be sentenced Sept. 16th and faces life in prison without the possibility of parole.

Some complaints have been pouring into the Secretary of State’s office after a video on 
Instagram went viral, showing you can see someone’s yes vote on the recall election 
ballot. The video apparently shows, if you hold the ballot return envelope a certain way, 
the yes votes are easily seen outside the return envelope. At the same time the Los 
Angeles County Registrar’s office said the design allows two small holes on each side 
of the envelope, where a voter signs were designed that way on purpose, and they’ve 
been used for several elections. And they say voters can control how they place their 
ballot in the envelope to ensure secure and appropriate handling, including by mail, 
ballot drop box or at an official vote center. The recall election against Governor Gavin 
Newsom is set for Sept. 14th. You are asked two questions, should Newsom be 
removed, yes or no? And then find your replacement candidate, from which there are 
dozens of candidates. Since there are so many, if Newsom loses, a potential winner may 
only get 25% of the vote, or less.

If you live in Lake County and you want to observe part of the recall election ballot 
count, you’re in luck. The Lake County Registrar of Voters Office says observers and 
members of the public can watch a public manual tally of a minimum of 1% of 
randomly selected precincts from the September 14th recall 2 weeks after. On Tuesday, 
September 28th, you can head to the office at 9:00 a.m.  The selection of the precinct(s) 
in the manual tally will be randomly chosen on the same day before the tally.

Another death has been reported in Mendocino County due to coronavirus. The Public 
Health Dept. reports being notified of the elderly woman who is the 59th death in the 
county. The 88 year old Covelo woman’s death was confirmed by Public Health who 
reports she was also not vaccinated.



In Sonoma County, they’re reporting three more deaths from the virus. Their Public 
Health Dept reports the deaths are part of the summer surge of infections and 
hospitalizations which may be mostly to blame on the highly transmissible delta strain. 
The Public Health Officer, Dr. Sundari Mase reports there are more young people 
getting ill and most of them are unvaccinated. She also says she’s very concerned about 
the deaths, because they too, are predominantly in the unvaccinated, and, she says, they 
are tragic preventable deaths. The latest deaths were in people with serious underlying 
medical conditions, two of them were unvaccinated. One was a man between 18 and 49, 
the other was a woman between 50 and 64, who both died at a hospital. The third was 
in a 64 year old vaccinated man who also died at a local hospital.

The Calif. state epidemiologist says she sees signs the virus is waning again. Dr. Erica 
Pan, says they’re hopeful with the latest overview of the virus in the state looking like 
it’s either peaking, or plateauing. She says it looks a lot like last summer. But serious 
cases are on the upswing with over 8,200 people hospitalized and almost 2,000 in 
intensive care across California. Dr. Pan says the state saw one of the highest daily 
surges in new hospital admissions last week. The state is also predicting as many as 
2,000 people could die in the next three weeks. The rate of hospitalizations is leveling 
off though and ICU admissions should follow.

The Clearlake City Council gave the greenlight to bringing in more taxes… they voted 
unanimously to buy the city’s old water park so they can erect a giant commercial 
development instead. They’re working with Burbank Housing and Development in 
Sonoma County, paying $1 million for 11.28 acres on Old Highway 53 where the 
Outrageous Waters water park has sat dormant since 2005. The land was gifted to the 
development company 4 years ago. The company develops affordable housing but 
wasn’t planning anything in Lake County so the city, which is developing land nearby, 
will now have 40 acres to work with.

After the devastating Cache Fire burned over 50 homes last week, the city of Clearlake 
and local agencies and the state are opening a Local Assistance Center. The center is a 
central location where those impacted by the fire can go get help, food and water. It’s 
located at the Clearlake Senior/Community Center on Bowers Ave. in Clearlake. 
They’re open this afternoon and again tomorrow and Friday, odd hours, so check with 
them.  Anyone who lost their home or had it severely damaged will be able to get help 
with debris removal, hazardous materials cleanup, utility assistance, driver’s license and 
car registration/title replacement, and emotional support programs.

PG&E is adding some weather stations in Lake County. The utility company is adding 
13 more stations as part of its work to position the stations in areas of potential fire 
danger, so they can continue to work on their public safety power shutoff events and 
prepare for severe weather. So far they’ve put up a couple hundred stations in 2021. In 
Lake County, there will now be 43 and Pacific Gas & Electric plans to have 1,300 
weather stations up and running by the end of this year.

Since the town of Mendocino has been long suffering with very low water, the Board of 
Supervisors has given the greenlight to truck water into town. The board approved a 
resolution yesterday for a water hauling assistance program to bring in water from 
Ukiah to the Summer Lane reservoir in Fort Bragg that will then be treated, then 
trucked to Mendocino. It comes after stories went viral about the tiny tourism hamlet 
impacted by the drought. The board says they’ll apply for a state grant to cover most of 
the cost for residential uses, but they haven’t quite figured out the business piece yet. 
The trucking of 50,000 to 75,000 gallons of water from Fort Bragg to Mendocino each 
day stopped as Fort Bragg’s water was too low to supply to Mendocino. There were no 
other water sources available until now.



The Governor sent a letter to the president for a Major Disaster Declaration due to 
massive fires burning in the state this summer, and it’s already been approved. The 
Presidential Major Disaster Declaration was sent Monday to respond to the wildfires 
and send more support to Lassen, Nevada, Placer and Plumas counties. The Governor 
commented yesterday the state’s grateful for the President’s “swift approval” of the 
request and the continued work of “our heroic firefighters and emergency responders to 
protect communities across Northern California”.  So the declaration can free up 
resources like housing assistance, counseling, medical services and legal services.

UPPER LAKE, Calif., August 23, 2021— The Mendocino National Forest Upper 
Lake Ranger District office will be closed Aug. 25 and Sept. 2 and 3 to support 
wildfire response and management throughout the western United States.

“We regret limiting our public service at the Upper Lake District office,” Mendocino 
National Forest Supervisor Ann Carlson said. “But as the state and greater region 
continue to have critical fire support needs, we’re committed to assisting in any way we 
can.”

In July, former Forest Service Chief Victoria Christiansen issued a memorandum 
requesting all Forest Service units prioritize personnel and resources to support wildfire 
response.

Due to the extreme conditions across the nation and the dynamic nature of mobilizing 
support resources, the public is encouraged to check the Mendocino National Forest 
website at http://www.fs.usda.gov/mendocino for the latest updates on office and forest 
closures.

For more information or immediate service needs, please contact the Mendocino 
National Forest’s headquarters in Willows at 530-934-3316.  

The Fort Bragg Telstar Charter boat somehow got loose and was found adrift in the 
Pacific Ocean. Apparently the vessel’s steering capabilities failed so the Coast Guard 
Station Noyo River responded, sending help to bring the boat back to shore. Mendo 
Fever reports the station got news of the boat adrift about three miles south of Noyo 
Harbor after losing its steering. The Coast Guard sent a 47-foot motor lifeboat to help 
those aboard. The boat was side-towed in and moored by the Sea Pals restaurant. 

The now temporary, and former public health officer in Lake County, Dr. Gary Pace, 
says it seems like the coronavirus is stabilizing. Dr. Pace at yesterday’s Board of 
Supervisors meeting helping out as they try to find a new health officer. He reported 
there have been a total of 72 deaths in the county so far and just under 5,100 confirmed 
cases since the pandemic first surfaced in 2020. The positivity rate is at 42 cases per 
100,000 people, 11th in the state.  But Pace says there have been several outbreaks in 
schools and at the county jail where 52 inmates and seven staffers caught the virus. 
There was pushback from public participants after the doc said to wear masks and get 
vaccinated, at which time the Board Chair reminded the last three people who died of 
COVID were unvaccinated.

In the face of the pandemic continuing in Lake County, the fair will go on. The Lake 
County Fair is happening Labor Day weekend, opening on Thursday, Sept. 2nd. It starts 
with a grand opening Blue-Ribbon Dinner and then the grandstand event “Guns N 
Hoses”. The headline act on Friday is Mud Boggs and on Saturday, it’s the Destruction 
Derby and Sunday is Fiesta Day.

Ukiah is considering a developing in the Western Hills. The Planning Commission will 
hear a plan tonight at their meeting for the city to annex approx. 700 acres for which 
they are looking to develop about 50 acres. Staff reports say the city is looking to hold 
some of the area for open space preservation, the rest would be for low density 
residential development on the easternmost acres. There had been a hearing set on the 
plan in May, but staff asked for more time for public comment review and response.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/mendocino


08/26/21 Grand Jury Report findings on homelessness in Mendocino County:

The Planning Commission meeting is scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. Aug. 25. To join the 
virtual meeting go to: https:// global.gotomeeting.com/ join/678443853 Or call +1 (408) 
6503123; Access Code: 67844385

The numbers are in… money made from the recreational marijuana market. The state 
Department of Tax and Fee Administration says for the second quarter of the year, the 
state made just over $172 million and the state cultivation tax brought in $40.4 million. 
The total sales tax revenue was $120.5 million for the same period for the sales of 
cannabis, cannabis products, and other tangible personal property. Since the law passed 
in 2016 and the market was set up a couple years later, the state has raked in $2.8 
billion, $1.4 billion in cannabis excise tax, $347.4 million in cultivation tax, and $1.0 
billion in sales tax.

The local Economic Development & Financing Corporation reports getting over a 
million dollars in pandemic stimulus money. The Ukiah based agency says it got $1.3 
million in Covid relief from the federal government from the Community Development 
Financing Institutions Rapid Response Program. There were 68 agencies who received 
the money in Calif., and the EDFC was one of 41 Community Development Financial 
Institutions to get money. The agencies lend money to small businesses. The agencies 
mission is to “connect money and ideas with entrepreneurs to create sustainable 
prosperity in Mendocino, Lake and Sonoma Counties.”

For more information, visit edfc.org/loan-programs or call 707-234-5705 for more 
information.

The Mendocino County COC website is outdated and there is no single point of 
contact, such as an 800 number, for those in need of homeless services. The COC is 
limited to coordinating funds to locally available services which can result in service 
gaps for the homeless. The breadth of locally available services does not have or require 
written policies and procedures to monitor the level of service being provided for the 
homeless results in service outcomes for the homeless not being measured. Gaps in the 
Homeless Services System of Care, such as coordinated, collaborative response teams 
of service providers and law enforcement, are filled by law enforcement agencies that 
are resource-limited and have unfilled liaison positions for effective Community 
Policing. The COC has a quantitative rating system to grade service provider 
applicants. The rating tool does not evaluate prior objectives of an applicant to 
determine a history of successful outcomes. There is no rating system for similar 
services funded separately through County Health and Human Services. Law 
Enforcement agencies are represented on the COC by the UPD. With the absence of 
Federal guidance on how to coordinate police with program services, there is a 
collaboration gap between providers and government agencies that requires creative 
local solutions to establish protocols, and define clear roles for service providers and 
agencies, to foster working relationships. The majority of members on the COC are 
employees of other agencies and struggle to address the level of service needed locally 
without policy guidance from the Board of Supervisors, City elected officials, or other 
assigned staff.

For the 4th day in a row, Mendocino County Public Health has reported another death 
from COVID19 in the county. This time it was a 52 year old man from Willits. He was 
the county’s 60th death. Same story from the public health department. They say to use 
caution when you place yourself in a situation that may expose you to the virus, 
especially due to the highly transmissible delta variant. Mendocino County Public 
Health asks that you follow all CDC and CDPH guidance’s at this time. Vaccination, 
masking and social distancing remain the best options for combating the Covid-19 
Virus. The individual in question was not vaccinated.
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Construction is starting on a new soccer and sports field in the Ukiah Unified School 
District. The district announced they’ll start working on the new field next month on 
the north side of the Ukiah High School campus. They report, if all goes as planned, the 
field could be done by the winter. And since it’s an all-weather field, it should be good 
for soccer, depending on how much rain there is. The school superintendent says it’s a 
proud moment for the district, something they’ve been dreaming about for years. The 
nearly 8-million-dollar all-weather field was made possible through the March 2020 
Measure A. The project will include the soccer field, LED lighting upgrades for the 
High School football stadium and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
improvements near the new soccer field and football stadium.

Incentive to get the vaccine in Lake County. If you want to go to the county fair for 
free, get the vaccine. The Lake County Board of Supervisors and the Health Services 
Department are offering free admission to the Lake County Fair if you get your jab 
starting today. You can go to Lake County Health Services this morning, Lower Lake 
Town Hall all day tomorrow and Lake County Health Services next Monday and 
Wednesday. The mobile shots are made possible through the County and OPTUM. 
There will also be a Vaccination Van set up near the front of the Fairgrounds gate 
during Labor Day weekend.

A warning to those who have been impacted by the Cache Fire to be careful of debris 
left behind which could contain toxins. The City of Clearlake and county 
Environmental Health Dept. want you to get help for the proper disposal of the debris 
and ash from the fire. They say it could contain asbestos, and older buildings often 
contain lead.  There may be gasoline, cleaning products, pesticides, and other chemicals 
that were stored in homes, garages, or sheds that could have burned in the fire, then 
became concentrated in ash and soil.  The county’s also working with state agencies to 
collect and dispose of the materials. They also warn not to take any of this debris or ash 
to the landfill, they won’t accept it.

If you lost your home during the Cache fire or you’re temporarily displaced, you can 
still vote in the recall election. That’s the word from the Lake County Registrar of 
Voters. You can go to their office any weekday to vote and the Saturday before the 
election. You can also email them to get a replacement ballot mailed to you or call them 
for the same. You can also call or email to change your address or re-register online to 
get the ballot mailed to you. It has to be postmarked on or before August 30th though, 
that’s Monday.

A scathing report’s come out about a former Ukiah female police officer and a former 
superior who she claimed sexually assaulted her. The woman is now suing the police 
dept., City of Ukiah and former Sergeant Kevin Murray. She reportedly told her 
superiors and was told to quiet her emotions as she cried during an exit interview. Court 
papers say the female officer worked in the dept. since August of 2013, and the sex 
assault and harassment started two months later during a gathering at a hotel. The 
woman says Murray forced himself on her after claiming he needed to speak with her as 
her superior officer and he had looked through a peep hole into the women’s locker 
room. She also claims she was assigned duties based on her gender and discriminated 
against and is seeking $25,000 in damages.

Hospitalizations have been up in Sonoma County due to coronavirus, but local health 
reports say the cases could be plateauing. The Press Democrat reports cases almost 
doubled over the last month, putting a strain on hospitals due to the vicious delta 
variant mainly amongst, the unvaccinated. The newspaper reports the amount of people 
in the hospital has stopped going up for about a week and a half. And the state’s latest 
predictions show hospitalizations should be about ½ what they were the middle of the 
month, by this week. But the modeling shows deaths are up, which generally follows a 
surge in hospitalizations. The county’s health officer says 80% of those hospitalized 
with COVID-19, including those in intensive care, are not vaccinated.



He’s helping again. Famous chef extraordinaire Guy Fieri is cooking for first 
responders working on the Dixie Fire. The San Jose Fire Dept. tweeted a photo with the 
celebrity chef who hails from Sonoma County. Murietta Fire and Rescue posted a photo 
on Facebook with him. He made over 1,000 pounds of pulled pork sandwiches on 
Tuesday for first responders on the front lines. The San Jose Fire Department also 
tweeted photos of Fieri at the fire’s base camp at the Lassen County Fairgrounds in 
Susanville. He helped before during the Kincade and Glass fires in 2019 and 2020, and 
the Camp Fire in Butte County in 2018.

A mom in Guerneville who was accused with her boyfriend and another man of 
sexually abusing her children, and videotaping it, is staying in prison. 60 year old Kelly 
McLaughlin-Cross who got 162 years in prison back in 1998. She admitted 74 counts 
of lewd and lascivious conduct with three of her own children in 1991 and 1992 when 
she was 30 and the kids were 4,6 & 7. The children were abused for almost a year and 
were videotaped being victimized. The woman in prison in Corona was trying to get 
“elder parole” after serving 20 years. She was told to undergo sex offender treatment 
and look inside herself to see why she did it and work on accountability.

Several fires reported in Fort Bragg all put out. Mendo Fever reports the Fort Bragg 
Fire Department was on the scene at Otis Johnson Park for two separate vegetation 
fires, one near a group of redwood trees, the other further into the park. They called Cal 
Fire for help and the fires were under control pretty soon after.

The Lake County Jail is dealing with a surge in COVID19 cases. Last week we told you 
about the Mendocino County jail outbreak, there they had 7 inmates and 4 staffers 
infected. Lake Co News reports 10 inmates and six staff members in the Lake County 
Jail have tested positive and 63 inmates are quarantining because of close contact with a 
COVID-19-positive individual. The news site reports in the spring of 2020, the jail had 
another COVID outbreak. The Sheriff’s office reports cases started to head back up the 
curve last month again.

North Coast Opportunities has restarted the wildfire relief fund and has gifted direct 
money to those impacted by the Cache Fire. They’re only taking online applications 
because of the pandemic. You can also download an app and deliver it to their office. 
The organization says they’ve delivered 27 checks worth over $30,000 for those 
suffering a total loss. The amount a fire survivor gets depends on what’s been donated 
to North Coast. They’re also going to be present at the Local Assistance Center at 
Highlands Senior Center today and tomorrow with applications.

Donations and applications can both be accessed at www.ncoinc.org; look for Cache 
fire on the homepage.

For those unable to access NCO’s online portals, or visit NCO at the LAC, please call 
707-994-2910. Paper applications and NCO staff are also available at NCO Clearlake 
office. Please call to make an appointment.

Community college students may be able to get some of the $1.6 billion in emergency 
Covid relief the state has in the offing. Several colleges have been distributing direct 
checks to the lowest income students and will continue to do so in the fall semester. Ed 
Source reports California community colleges have received around $4 billion in 
federal Covid relief, and another $9.5 billion has been donated to colleges and 
universities. The Department of Education previously said the money should go to 
those with “exceptional need”, but colleges decide who qualifies.

http://www.ncoinc.org/
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It’s over, finally… lethal wildlife management techniques are done with in Mendo 
County. Seven years in the making, groups have been fighting for decades for non-
lethal methods of culling coyotes, raccoons and other local wildlife. This sort of work 
has been done for years in Marin and Sonoma counties. The Animal Legal Defense 
Fund, the Center for Biological Diversity, Project Coyote, the Natural Resources 
Defense Council, and the Animal Welfare Institute sued Mendocino County because 
they said the county didn’t consider environmental impacts of killing wildlife. Three of 
the county supervisors voted last week to cancel a contract with Wildlife Services. 
Since the contract was signed there were over 261 bears, 181 lions, 112 bobcats, 235 
gray foxes and nearly 4,120 coyotes killed in Mendocino County.

A woman accused of setting fires last month in Lower Lake will undergo a mental 
health evaluation to see if she’s competent to stand trial. Kayla Renee Main had her 
preliminary hearing earlier this month where her lawyer motioned for her to seek 
treatment because he wasn’t sure she understood what was going on. So the court has 
ordered an evaluation by two doctors and the reports are due September 14th. She also 
had bail set at $5,000 for a trio of fires. She was caught by deputies with a lighter in her 
hand around the fires. She said it was an accident. She was charged with arson and a 
probation violation.

The water in Clear Lake is getting lower and lower. The US Geological Survey says the 
level has fallen well below daily mean values recorded from 1913 to this year, below 
levels from 2014, during the last major drought. Some experts predict an all-time low 
unless conditions change. Several boat ramps around the lake are now closed. That 
means the Marine Patrol is facing challenges getting its boats in the water. The head of 
the Marine Patrol, Sgt. Andy Davidson, tells Lake Co News his craft will stay on the 
lake, no matter what. As the water drops, county officials are counting on boaters to 
provide information on lake hazards. There have also been more reports of boats tearing 
up their props on rocks that were well underwater until this year.

The Mendocino Health Department has confirmed a positive Covid-19 case at the 
Home Depot on Orchard Avenue in Ukiah. Officials are urging anyone who was at the 
store and exposed between Tuesday, August 17th and Friday, August 20th to get a test 
if not vaccinated—or get a test if vaccinated and showing symptoms. The department 
says it is only naming the business because it can not identify everyone who might have 
been exposed.

The Lake Area Planning Council wants to hear from residents about transportation 
priorities for the county.. The council is working on its Regional Transportation Plan, 
which covers topics such as future needs, current deficiencies, and barriers. It is a 20-
year plan promoting safe and efficient transportation in line with other regional goals. 
The LPC plans to adopt it in December. If you would like to weigh in, there is an 
interactive survey you can fill out. You can find it at lakeapc.mysocialpinpoint.com

Vice President Kamala Harris has called off a planned campaign stop in the state on 
behalf of Governor Gavin Newsom as the recall campaign enters its final days. The 
Vice-President’s office says it is due to the situation in Afghanistan. President Biden is 
NOT likely to visit on the governor’s behalf either. Political experts think a presidential 
trip could do more harm than good for Newsom, given the volatile situation overseas.

For the fifth day in a row, someone in Mendo County who was not vaccinated against 
the coronavirus has died. The Public Health Dept says a 43 year old Ukiah man was 
confirmed as the county’s 61st death. Every day this week we’ve reported the public 
health department was informed of another death. The agency keeps saying to avoid 
situations that may expose you to COVID-19, especially now with the highly infectious 
Delta variant.  



A fire reported off the 101 at the Mendocino/Sonoma county line has been controlled. 
Mendo Fever reports hearing on the scanner traffic that a fire was burning in the area 
and had so far blackened three acres with the potential to spread to 10 acres. Soon after 
the news site reported the fire was named, the Clover Fire and the highway was closed 
on the southbound side. The fire ended up burning three to five acres in the area of 
Geysers Rd and the 101 in Hopland. Both fire and police personnel were on the scene. 
No word how it started or if there were any injuries.

A high speed chase ends up in detaining a teenager and their teen passenger. The 
Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office reports trying to stop the 17 year old driver 
Tuesday night in a black Dodge ram which sped up to as fast as 100 miles per hour at 
times. The CHP Garberville Office reports trying to stop the truck for its “oversized 
tires” which is a safety concern. They took over the chase from deputies, who continued 
to help. At some point Round Valley Tribal Police also jumped into the chase and the 
driver was finally detained. The 17-year-old from Round Valley was arrested for felony 
evading, violation of probation terms, and delaying/obstructing/resisting a police 
officer. The passenger, 19 year old Bryan Sanchez-Montiel was also arrested for 
delaying/obstructing/resisting a police officer and violation of probation, but was 
released at the scene. Both had records including drug possession and burglary.

One person has died after a head-on crash near Kelseyville. The CHP reported it 
happened yesterday morning on Highway 29, about 3 miles northwest of Kelseyville. 
The female driver went into the wrong lane and was hit by another vehicle driven by a 
66 year old woman from Kelseyville. That driver had broken ribs and a broken foot. 
The woman who died had her name withheld while her family was being notified.

A German Shepherd named Chloe is being hailed a hero for rescuing a lamb that almost 
drowned in a creek bed in Lake County. The Press Democrat reports Luke Melo of 
Hidden Valley Lake took his three dogs to Putah Creek Tuesday and lost sight of 
Chloe. He found her in the creek bed with the lamb in her mouth. The lamb had stopped 
breathing. He says the dog was locking her and the lamb, coughed up water and started 
to breathe. The man took the lamb home and others in the community helped bring 
supplies over and took custody of the animal. They found out it escaped a nearby 
property, but since so many humans handled it. It was best not to take it back to its 
mom.

The Mendocino County Registrar of Voters reports about 10% of ballots sent out for 
the recall election have been returned. 2,400 ballots returned on Wednesday, plus 
several in a Drop Box in front of the county administration building. The county mailed 
over 55,000 ballots out for the Sept. 14th election. The Registrar says they’re coming 
back as fast as they did for the November 2020 Presidential Election. She says even if 
you vote no on the Recall question, you can still vote for a replacement candidate, as 
they are two separate questions. If you don’t get your ballot by Monday, you should 
call the elections dept.

The amount of people filing for unemployment is back up again. 67,200 initial claims 
were filed last week, which ended Saturday, the 21st. It was up 2,500 claims from the 
week before. It’s also the most filings for a single week in over two months. Across the 
country, there were 353,000 initial claims for the same week, up 4,000 from the week 
before. California is reportedly lagging behind much of the country. The state’s 
recovered only about 58% of the jobs lost during business shutdowns. But apparently, 
nationwide, 75% of lost jobs have been recovered.
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The Coastal Cleanup Day is coming, and residents and visitors are encouraged to join 
Mendocino Land Trust and other organizations for the cleanup Saturday, September 
18th. Those joining can pick one of over a dozen sites where organizers will give you 
the required supplies and directions about what to do. It’s a cleanup across the state 
which is organized by the California Coastal Commission and was recognized by the 
Guinness Book of World Records as the “largest garbage collection” ever organized.

Visit mendocinolandtrust.org for details about each of the Mendocino County sites or 
visit coastalcleanupday.org to view an interactive map of sites all over California.

A man accused of burglarizing a home in Lakeport had his case continued. Michael 
Anthony Dore is not in custody at this time, but did appear in court for a settlement or 
readiness conference. His lawyer, a public defender requested the continuance to review 
a plea deal offer and the court okay’d it. The case has been continued before due to the 
pandemic. He was arraigned last year and pleaded not guilty. He was charged with 
carrying a loaded firearm in a public place, carrying a firearm that is capable of being 
concealed, permitting other person to carry a firearm in vehicle and assault with firearm 
on person after a September 2020 incident where deputies say he was blamed for a 
burglary of several firearms and for a shooting at the Highland Springs Reservoir.

Stimulus payments that were tacked on to debit cards have reportedly been stolen from 
Lake County Social Services. The Economic Impact Payments were for people who 
were under conservatorship with Social Services and worth about $600 each. There 
were 21 reported missing. Now a former employee of Social Services, with access to 
the cards is being investigated for their possible theft.  Susan Marlowe was the Deputy 
Public Guardian/ Deputy Public Administrator for Lake County Adult Protective 
Services. Other staffers reportedly found suspicious activity in one bank account and 
Marlowe was connected to it. So the Sheriff’s office started to investigate and found 
nearly $6,000 missing and when they questioned Marlowe, she admitted using them for 
her personal use. She was arrested last Tuesday and is due back in court October 8th.  

A young man accused of killing his wife last year has admitted the crime. 23 year old 
Tavion Jamel James Johnson, formerly of Willits admitted last week that indeed he 
killed 49 year old Elenah Louise Elston in March of 2020. He’s now pleaded guilty to 
voluntary manslaughter and for inflicting traumatic injuries on a domestic partner after 
having a prior conviction for domestic violence. He disregarded orders to stay away 
from the woman from a few years ago. He will be sentenced to 15 years behind bars. 
He’ll be formally sentenced on Sept. 28th. He will have to serve at least 12 years, 9 
months before any consideration of release.

A woman seen hosing her house down at the scene of the Cache Fire several weeks ago 
is in trouble with the law for supposedly stealing a hose from firefighters during another 
fire. Rebecca Moresi was arrested in July, then free until her arraignment tomorrow. 
Firefighters were missing 4,000 feet of hose after a fire June 21st near where the Cache 
fire broke out. The fire was only 25 acres but triggered evacuations. Part of the hose 
was returned but more hose was missing along with brass fixtures. Moresi admitted she 
went into the fire zone and ripped off the equipment and was arrested on suspicion of 
theft.

A van has gone down a 300 foot embankment along the 101 near Hopland. One person 
had minor injuries and another with “moderate-to-major injuries.” Mendo Fever reports 
hearing on the police scanner that a vehicle not visible from the road, had crashed, but 
you could see the tail-lights so an air ambulance reported to the area. It landed in 
Cloverdale, then the patients were brought to the chopper. The crash was near Frog 
Woman Rock Saturday and the driver had minor injuries.



A special Lake County Board of Supervisors meeting is being held to extend the 
urgency ordinance for a moratorium on early activation permits on land use projects. 
The board also gets an update on the COVID-19 pandemic, local schools and there will 
be a public hearing on the supervisorial redistricting process. The board will hear from 
the Superintendent of Schools just after the meeting starts tomorrow morning. Then 
they’ll take on the redistricting process and consider responding to the latest Grand Jury 
Final Report.

Six people ended up in the hospital after a three car crash on Highway 20. The crash 
Saturday night east of Clearlake Oaks, near mile post marker 39.5. The CHP reports the 
vehicles involved were a silver SUV and a white sedan with a third vehicle 30 feet 
down an embankment. Of the six involved, two had serious injuries. Firefighters and 
deputies went down the embankment to find more victims, but there were none. Two 
air ambulances came to the scene, the other victims were transferred by ground 
ambulance.

Another shot in the arm for those still impacted by lockdowns by the state last year 
during the first days of the pandemic. There’s a $12 billion state tax rebate program in 
play after Gov. Gavin Newsom was looking to provide direct relief to those hit the 
hardest.  Governor Gavin Newsom’s Immediate Action package was enacted this past 
January to offset the worst economic effects of the pandemic. There’s another $4 
billion for the lowest income Californians,  including undocumented workers who 
file taxes, but they were not eligible for the federal stimulus.

A state Assembly committee has passed a bill regarding police using excessive force. 
Last week the Appropriations Committee passed the bill on party lines, so it has to go 
to the full Assembly, then the Senate next month. It’s to expand another police 
transparency law passed 3 years ago that would make police records public when 
serious injuries are inflicted on an arrestee. Many groups who support criminal justice 
reform, free speech, along with media groups, organized labor and grassroots 
organizations support the bill, along with some cities and counties, including Oakland 
and Los Angeles County.

The pandemic is creating COVID burnout amongst healthcare workers. A new report 
says four ER nurses quit one hospital in Eureka this month alone. Nurses are leaving 
their jobs nationwide as the stress of the pandemic is leading to career changes, early 
retirement or desk jobs. And healthcare providers are suffering along with hospitals. 
Besides burnout, the report by Cal Matters also says California’s vaccine mandate for 
health care workers has left some hospitals severely understaffed. And traveling nurses 
are passing up jobs in California so they don’t have to get the vaccine.

The lawsuit against the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors by Sheriff Matt 
Kendall’s on the board agenda. Tomorrow they’ll discuss the Sheriff getting a lawyer 
on the county’s dime who doesn’t work for the county, which in the county code could 
mean it would not be a county liability, but something the Sheriff may have to incur. 
The supes are also looking funding for mental health care services, mental health crisis 
responses and how the county handles that with various agencies. They will also talk 
further about the work of the drought task force ad-hoc committee and hauling water 
from Ukiah to the town of Mendocino. And Fort Bragg is talking about that at their city 
council meeting tonight. There will be another special meeting on water issues 
Wednesday too.

Mendocino County has put out the word it needs water hauling services. The formal 
bidding process could start as soon as tomorrow from Certified Water Haulers for a per 
gallon and per hour estimate to haul water. They need estimates for as much as 47,500 
gallons a day transferred for September, October, and November, assuming 20 working 
days in the month. The water will be picked up in the City of Ukiah and hauled to 
Mendocino.
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A woman from Covelo’s been arrested after a call to a home that two people were 
fighting with another person. Deputies say when they got to the home 2 Sundays ago 
they found Jessica Oliver who other folks said was throwing rocks at them. One car on 
the scene had a broken rear window reportedly caused by Oliver. So she was arrested 
for felony vandalism, and committing a crime while out on bail and held in jail on 
$40,000.00 bail.

A man facing robbery charges earlier this year has admitted the crime. Dean Michael 
Stevens entered a no contest plea Friday ahead of his jury trial for the Chase Bank 
ripoff in Ukiah.  Stevens also admitted a Strike sentencing enhancement for another 
robbery he was convicted of in Sonoma County Superior Court in 2015.  He had to 
agree to spend 10 years in prison as part of his deal, he cannot get out of prison until 
nearly 8 years are spent behind bars. He will be formally sentenced next week.

A young man from Redwood Valley has been arrested after police find a bunch of weed 
in his car. The Mendocino County Sheriff’s Dept reports during a traffic stop the 
Deputy contacted Kody Idica. After the Deputy saw weed on the floorboard he searched 
Idica and the car, and found a bunch of cocaine in the guy’s pants pocket and evidence 
he was probably selling drugs. He was arrested and held on $25,000.00 bail.

A man from Ukiah’s been arrested after a call to the Sheriff’s office about a 
disturbance. They identified Mark Ray as the offender and found he had a Felony 
Warrant out for his arrest. He was taken into custody and booked on $50,000.00 bail.

Two men from Ukiah have been arrested after a call to a motel two weekends ago for 
causing trouble. The motel said they wanted Leartis Caradine and Rocky Duman to 
leave. Deputies found meth and a pipe in a car they believed Duman was driving. The 
two men had a bunch of personal items at the motel and asked to get that so they were 
escorted back into the motel where Deputies found a commercial quantity of 
methamphetamine among the items. They say they believe Caradine was selling meth 
and he was on active parole, so he was arrested. They also confirmed Duman was 
driving the car with the meth piped and drug so he was arrested. Each for possession of 
a controlled substance. Caradine was held without bail since he was on felony parole.

All California National Forests are closed due to forest fires. The USDA Forest Service 
Pacific Southwest Region has announced a temporary closure starting today until 
September 17th. The Forest Service says it was a difficult decision with Labor Day this 
weekend, but they hope to minimize visitors getting trapped in an emergency. They 
also say it will decrease the potential for new fire starts, and if a fire did start, it will 
reduce the potential for a large and fast moving fire to spread. Forecasts show 
conditions look to be continuing the same or could get worse as 
we get into late summer and fall. There have already been almost 7,000 wildfires across 
the state that have burned 1.7 million acres.

Public comment is open on the Mendocino County Behavioral Health and Recovery 
Services three year plan. The plan has a 30-day public comment period now until 
September 27th. You can view the plan online or call and get an appointment at 
Behavioral Health and Recovery in Ukiah for a peak. They plan to have a public 
hearing too, that’s September 22nd. Comments and questions will be added to the final 
draft of the three year plan and will get responses in the document itself.

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/health-and-human-services-agency/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-act

To request a copy of the plan or to submit questions and comments, contact Rena Ford, 
the MHSA Program Coordinator, at FordRe@mendocinocounty.org, or 707-472-2724, 
or by sending them to 1120 South Dora Street, Ukiah, CA 95482 Attn: Mental Health 
Services Act.

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/government/health-and-human-services-agency/mental-health-services/mental-health-services-act


The Lake County Registrar of Voters Office announced they’re having an Election 
Observer Panel to watch over the September 14th Recall. It will include representatives 
of the Lake County Civil Grand Jury, Political Party County Central Committees, local 
clubs, media and other groups or individuals who’ve expressed interest to watch 
Election Day activities. The Election Observer Panel can report back to the public 
what’s happening and also make suggestions on ways to improve the election process; 
assist in ensuring the integrity of the election process; encourage participation and build 
voter confidence in the election process; and remove some of the mystery associated 
with the election process in an effort to encourage more people to take part in an 
election.

The Mendocino County Public Health Office has reported 3 more deaths and 100 more 
COVID cases. A 51 year old Willits woman was confirmed as the county’s 62nd death. 
She was unvaccinated. The 63rd death in the county was a 68 year old woman from 
Covelo, also not vaccinated. And the third was also in an unvaccinated person, the 
64th death was an 85 year old man from Willits. Public health is urging people to get 
vaccinated, stay vigilant when putting yourself in situations where you might be 
exposed and to follow all CDC and CDPH guidance’s at this time. Vaccination, 
masking and social distancing remain the best options for combating the Covid-19 
Virus.  

While Sheriff’s Deputies were out over the weekend looking for a man wanted on a 
warrant, they say him walking a dog. Wesley Silva had an outstanding felony arrest 
warrant and when he saw Deputies, they say he ran behind a home. They found him fast 
though and detained him. He was arrested, then booked into jail on $35,000.00 bail.

A dire warning from local doctors and medical workers. In a letter addressed to the 
public at large, the public health officer did not sign, but endorsed, it asks residents to 
get vaccinated. The letter published on Medium signed by 66 health care professionals, 
who are all vaccinated and report the “data and the science are clear: the vaccine is safe 
and highly effective in preventing severe COVID-19 illness and COVID-related 
deaths.” Dr. Andy Coren says he supports the idea behind it just a few days after he 
reported 100 new cases and 3 deaths. The letter says the virus surge we’re currently in 
is “unrelenting” and “difficult to control” and most patients in a hospital have not been 
vaccinated and they say hospitals don’t have much more space for non-pandemic 
patients. Mendocino County has been averaging about 46 new daily cases per 100,000 
residents. They say they’ve never before seen a surge of such sick, young patients with 
the virus and never before has the medical system faced such a challenge, but they say, 
“we can all do our part in this dire situation by getting vaccinated.”

A couple of forest fires found at Otis Johnson Park have been determined to be arson 
related. Fort Bragg Fire at the park last Wednesday putting out two fires in different 
areas of the park. Mendo Fever reports speaking to the fire dept. and getting 
confirmation an arson investigator found the fires were both “intentionally set”. One 
was 15×15′ in a group of redwood trees near the parking area and the other was further 
into the park and 50’x50′. The fire dept. says each were started with a lighter or 
matchers, but there were no combustible liquids identified. They found some evidence 
to point to the fires being arson with surveillance cameras at the park, but they didn’t 
see any one on the video. The fire dept. adds it is an area where there’s an active 
homeless encampment, but they haven’t connected any transients to the fires.
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Trying to get a lower incidence of accidents, the California Highway Patrol’s Northern 
Division carried out an enforcement in an area where there are a lot of accidents. The 
division covers Humboldt, Garberville, and Ukiah. The campaign took place last 
Thursday where officers handed out 77 citations, 71 for unsafe speed, and one for 
reckless driving. The rest for distracted driving, unsafe lane changes, unsafe turning, 
and seatbelt violations. Officers also reported 33 written or verbal warnings, 
impounding or storing five vehicles, and three arrests for DUI, drug possession, and a 
felony warrant. 

The historical drought is having quite the effect on Lake Mendocino. The reservoir has 
dropped below 20,000 acre-feet, which the Russian River Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District said they had hoped wouldn’t happen until October 1st.  The 
Sonoma County Water Agency was looking at the benchmark for October for carryover 
as we head into the fall-winter rainy season, but it happened last Thursday, over a 
month before the goal. It comes as the state has already curtailed water rights for 
hundreds of rights holders in both the upper and lower Russian River regions.

The Governor has sent specialized crews to Louisiana after FEMA asked for help due 
to Hurricane Ida. Urban search and rescue are on the way to help with lifesaving 
disaster response. Gov. Newsom says we’re working on wildfires here and supporting 
the communities in the state who need it, but that we can balance resources to answer 
the call as we’ve received support in recent years too. The California/FEMA Urban 
Search and Rescue Task Force-4 from Oakland headed to Baton Rouge last week 
with 35 members and 10 ground support personnel trained in water rescues and 
technical and canine search, rescue, medical and other specialized capabilities.

The Mendocino County Public Health Officer says hospitals are at their breaking point 
due to the pandemic. Last Friday during his COVID update for the public, Dr. Coren 
said the average daily case rate has been in the 40’s and 50’s/100,000 people. We also 
had 3 people die in four days of each other, and last week we had 5 people die in 5 
days. Dr. Coren says there has not been a noticeable decline in the amount of cases 
week over week. As of Friday there were over 30 people in the hospital, including 11 in 
the ICU, calling hospitals “nearly overwhelmed”. He says the vaccine efficacy rate here 
in the county is 99.56%, but there have been 210 breakthrough cases. He says we won’t 
reach herd immunity at the rate we’re going until next February, and urged folks to go 
now and get the vaccine.

The so-called Redbearded Burglar who was wanted in Elk, has apparently been spotted. 
Someone called the Sheriff’s office to say they saw the guy, fugitive William Evers. He 
was in their vegetable garden in Albion Monday night. The resident who saw Evers, 
who’s been wanted for six months or so, says they thought they saw a bear at first, but 
then saw the red bearded man and had a few words with him, then he left. The Sheriff’s 
office reports Evers has been living off the land and looked scruffy and was wearing 
dirty clothes. The person reporting the encounter says Evers was not scary and seemed 
sad and hungry. Deputies went to the property and did not catch Evers but says their 
patrol car’s dash camera saw him. Evers is wanted for shooting at a deputy in May, and 
stealing a rifle.

The State Dept. of Public Health has put out new standards for kids going back to 
school, working with the California Department of Education. With this the Mendocino 
County Superintendent of Schools put out a statement saying depending where your 
children go to school, there may be different requirements with testing, vaccines, safety 
protocols and quarantines. But Superintendent Michelle Hutchins also said all 
California public schools must adhere to minimum standards set by the State. The state 
is trying to make sure kids are in class in person and safe after over a year of online 
classes. Schools have to have access to COVID tests for kids, if they’re positive they 
must stay home at least ten days. Exposure isolations differ in vaccinated and 
unvaccinated students. Masks must be worn by all at all times indoors.

https://www.facebook.com/PublicHealthMendocinoCo


A puzzle of a crime in Fort Bragg. Police say they got a call to a stabbing and a car 
crash and went to Adventist Health Mendocino Coast to speak with the victim. They 
were stabbed multiple times, but gave fake stories to police, so did the driver of the 
victim’s car. Each said they were randomly attacked by a stranger as they stopped their 
vehicle and got “boxed in”. But investigators talked to two other people who reported a 
hit and run and they too gave phony stories to deputies. After deep investigation by 
police after the incident they found the victim and driver were approached by two other 
people who they followed around Noyo Harbor, then pulled off the road. Deputies say 
Alfredo Chi approached the other driver and there was a fight ending in the stabbing. 
Then the victim vehicle tried pinning the guy and crashed into his car. He and the driver 
later reported being in a hit and run. Turns out it was gang related. Chi is on the run and 
the man with him was arrested.

A Cannabis Dispensary in Ukiah is reporting a case of COVID19 in a staff member. 
Perfect Union reports anyone who visited their business between Tuesday, August 
17th and Sunday August 29th may have been exposed and public health says they 
should be tested. And if you’re vaccinated and feel symptoms coming on, you too, 
should be tested. Public health reminds to stay home if you feel sick and for everyone 
to choose wisely when they believe they could be putting themselves in a position 
where they may be exposed to the virus. Common symptoms are fever, cough, and 
shortness of breath, also you could experience a lot of other symptoms too like the 
chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, fatigue, congestion, runny nose, nausea, 
vomiting, diarrhea, or new loss of taste or smell.  

A group trying to get the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors to rescind the 
Cannabis Expansion Ordinance or put it before voters, says they were successful with 
their petition. The group reports nearly 4,200 signatures on their “People’s Referendum 
to Save Our Water, Wildlife, and Way of Life” have been certified, and they got 801 
more than needed. The board will reportedly take up the matter at their meeting 
Tuesday, September 14th, but it’s not yet known if the board will take a vote that day or 
continue to consider the matter.  The group says they’re continuing to build their list of 
people who would endorse their Referendum should it get onto a ballot.

The Caldor Fire is growing in size and encroaching on the southern side of Lake Tahoe. 
Firefighters watching from the perimeter as the fire plows through parch dry vegetation. 
The National Weather Service has also issued a critical weather warning through today 
that could include extremely low humidity and wind gusts of up to 30 mph. The fire 
was still a few miles from South Lake Tahoe yesterday afternoon. There’s only one 
road out so residents were packing it up and leaving on Monday as evacuations were 
ordered by firefighters. The fire has crossed two major highways as it made its way into 
the Tahoe Basin, as firefighters worked in rugged terrain to protect remote cabins, some 
have burned though. The Governor of Nevada was urging residents to be ready to leave. 
The fire is 18% contained.

A fire that started Sunday on the Humboldt Trinity County line is burning out of 
control. The Northern California Geographic Coordination Center reports the Knob Fire 
has charred over 1,230 acres in brush and timber. Kym Kemp reports the fire is 
threatening more than 1,000 structures and there are multiple evacuation orders and 
warnings for both counties. There are also about a thousand customers without power 
between Willow Creek in Humboldt County and Cedar Flat in Trinity County. The 
news site reports witnesses say at least one home burned.
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Election officials trying to get out the vote for the recall so they’re spending millions so 
people know what’s up. The Secretary of State says they’re trying to get more people to 
vote, no matter their party. The agency is spending $16 million over four-weeks to 
educate the masses about how to vote in the recall. The nonpartisan ad campaign will 
include billboards, radio, TV and digital ads so voters know about the recall and learn 
how to cast a ballot. There’s a question, do you support the recall, yes or no. Then 
there’s an endless list of people to replace the one term governor. The Secretary of State 
says her goal is 100% voting, so everyone has a voice.

The Governor is trying to urge more Californians to get the COVID19 vaccine. Gov. 
Newsom was at a vaccination clinic in Oakland yesterday. He spoke about the FDA’s 
full approval of the Pfizer vaccine and says over 80% of eligible Californians 12 years 
of age and older had at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine so far. Newsom says 
getting the shots are key to protecting against the virus and the highly transmissible 
delta variant. The state also implemented the first-in-the-country vaccine verification or 
testing requirement for state workers and school staff, and vaccination requirements for 
workers in health care settings.

There’s a new ad hoc committee under the Mendocino City Community Services 
District to try to get grants to provide drought relief. There’s also a GoFundme set up 
for Mendocino Drought. A couple of board members from the district are meeting to 
consider future grants. They’re also planning to hire a consultant to get more grants and 
look at the possibility of hiring an engineering firm to apply for bigger grants available 
through the USDA and FEMA. They also discussed the recent agreement by the Board 
of Supervisors to truck water from Ukiah to Fort Bragg for treatment, then to the town 
of Mendocino.

Lawmakers considering a statewide vaccine verification law tabled it for now. The bill 
to require not only public, but private employers to make sure all eligible employees for 
a COVID-19 vaccine show proof or take a weekly COVID-19 test. Lawmakers were 
looking to add patrons of restaurants, gyms, bars, theaters and other places, the strictest 
in the country. But part of that was dropped so the bill is on hold until next year while 
lawmakers work out exactly what they want in the bill, which would have been among 
the most sweeping in the country. Earlier this month, San Francisco became the first 
major U.S. city to adopt such a rule. The bill was reportedly roadblocked with the cost 
of testing.

The Caldor Fire just one of many burning across the state, but it’s growing close to the 
pristine waters of Lake Tahoe. The Press Democrat reports fire managers said last week 
they were close to containing the beast, then it climbed over the Sierra Nevada, 
triggering a never before seen evacuation of all 22,000 residents of South Lake Tahoe, 
plus tens of thousands of tourists. Apparently, they couldn’t wrangle the monster fire 
because there were too many firefighters spread out elsewhere, mainly on the behemoth 
Dixie Fire which is becoming dangerously close to burning one million acres on its 
own. The Dixie’s burned almost 850,000 acres and is about half contained. The Caldor 
has burned nearly 208,000 acres and is only 23% contained.

Disgraced former Mayor of Windsor Dominic Foppoli has reportedly filed papers to 
run again next year. Foppoli resigned after several women accused him of sexual 
assault and misconduct. The Press Democrat reports he filed a “candidate intention 
statement” and paperwork Tuesday for November 2022. Not only were there 
accusations against him, but there’s also criminal investigations into Foppoli in Sonoma 
County and in Florida. There are separate investigations as well by California’s 
campaign finance watchdog agency connected to past political spending.



The recent water report in Mendocino County says Supervisors approved spending 
PG&E settlement funds on water hauling. The report quotes the General Manager of the 
Mendocino City Community Services District who says the drought is only getting 
worse with more dry wells, worried residents and business owners. But the county is 
putting up $1.5 million dollars to truck water from Ukiah to the Coast.  The report also 
mentions what we reported earlier this week, that Lake Mendocino is below 20,000 
acre-feet as we have a stage 4 water shortage in Mendocino with 25 wells running dry. 
Fort Bragg has a stage 4 water restriction in place, but ground water is stable there.

A man driving a side by side utility vehicle or 4 wheeler has died after crashing after a 
turn and rolling. The CHP in Garberville reports the man in his mid 30s was driving the 
side-by-side UTV north on a dirt road on private property when he crashed and rolled. 
He was tossed from the vehicle which hit him, killing him. He was seen by paramedics, 
who pronounced him dead.

The Mendocino Cannabis Alliance is asking residents in the county if they want to be 
involved in the licensed cannabis market if they can by filling out a survey. The 
Alliance says they want the info to help inform the County on future cannabis 
ordinances. They’re requesting all community members who do not have a local permit 
or embossed receipt to grow cannabis, but who would like to get permitted, to fill out 
their short survey, which is confidential. Check out their website for more info or 
email info@mendocannabis.com.  

A man from Ukiah is in trouble with the law. The local realtor was recently arrested for 
multiple sex crimes. The DA’s office reports David Ryan is charged with “sexual 
penetration with a foreign object with force” and a special allegation that it happened 
during the commission of a first degree burglary. That would mean, if he’s convicted 
he’d get a strike on his record and would not be eligible for parole. He faces 25 years 
behind bars. The police department investigated Ryan and said he should face several 
charges besides what the DA charged him with, including sexual battery, and a 
misdemeanor charge of child endangerment. He was arrested and booked into county 
jail on no bail. He had last been working at Windemere in Ukiah, but he was 
terminated.

A person walking on Highway 53 has been hit by a car and killed. Clearlake Police 
report it happened at Dam Road. A 29 year old man was crossing in the crosswalk, at 
night, wearing dark clothing when he was hit. The police chief says a woman told 
police she had a green light, then tried swerving when she saw the man, but she didn’t 
swerve fast enough. The roadway was closed down for about 90 minutes during the 
investigation.

The Fort Bragg City Council has unanimously approved buying a groundwater 
desalination device to treat water from a school well. The equipment will cost upwards 
of $154,000 to purify water from Redwood Elementary School. The city reportedly 
went with equipment that would be half as much as another system which didn’t meet 
the requirements set by the State Water Resources Control Board’s Division of 
Drinking Water. The city’s asking the state to help with the purchase by way of 
emergency grant funds. They’re asking for payment for replacement parts for a separate 
system to treat water from the Noyo River. The desalination plant is for when there are 
low stream flows and high tides which sort of taint the drinking water.

If you want PG&E to come out and remove trees cut down during the 2020 wildfire 
season, we’re coming up on their deadline. The utility company has extended their 
deadline to September 14th. Landowners interested in the Wood Management Program 
with safely accessible wood from trees that PG&E felled should call or email them. 
Trees are cut down by 3rd party crews after wildfires so residents can get their energy 
back online quickly. The trees are chipped and spread around, but some homeowners 
want some of the larger wood debris hauled away.



Ukiah Unified School District is looking at an exchange of the old Redwood Valley 
Elementary School Property with a realty company out of Oakland. The School Board 
will consider the matter at their meeting next Wednesday. The property could then be 
redeveloped, and the School District could get another piece of property for educational 
goals. If the plan moves forward the District would get a piece of income-producing 
property or a property that meets other needs for anticipated enrollment growth or 
operational uses. There would be an exclusive 270-day window for the potential buyer 
to continue an analysis, including possible rezoning.

Another Mendocino County Business has a case of COVID19 in a staff member. 
Maurices on E Perkins St reports you may have been exposed if you were there 
between Saturday, August 25th and Tuesday, August 28th.  Public Health reminds not 
to go to work if you feel sick. And if you’re unvaccinated you should get tested 
immediately or get a test if you’re vaccinated and think you have symptoms.

A shortage of teachers is plaguing the state. Reports say many teachers are out with the 
virus, or they’ve been exposed. Or maybe their children are sick or were exposed, so 
they need to be with them. The substitute teacher shortage is placing a burden on back 
to in person learning for students. And administrators are having to turn to non-teachers 
to shore up the shortage. CalMatters reports there was already a teacher shortage before 
this school year and some classrooms just have a long-term substitute. Some school 
districts have to just make sure there’s an adult in a class if there’s a teacher absent due 
to Covid-related quarantines.

Three people in a stolen car in Ukiah have been busted by police. The Police Chief 
reports one of his officers conducted a traffic stop for no taillights and called in the 
license plate, finding it was stolen out of Sebastopol, a day earlier. The trio were 
contacted, and Gregory Ungaretti who police say had active arrest warrants for drug 
possession and firearms possession and considered “armed and dangerous” was in the 
vehicle. Backup police and Deputies from the Sheriff’s Office responded to help and all 
three people were detained. The two passengers, Tara Hill and Ungaretti. The driver 
was identified as Alicia Gallups.  Gallups and Hill did not have any warrants. But the 
car was searched, where officers found over a ¼ pound (157 Grams) of suspected 
methamphetamine, heroin, and oxycodone. The trio were arrested for possession of a 
controlled substance for sales, transportation of a controlled substance and conspiracy. 
The car was towed and stored pending pick up from the registered owner.

The state of Calif. is delivering another round of direct payments from coronavirus 
stimulus. It comes from the $12 billion state tax rebate program the Gov. enacted to 
help those hardest hit by the pandemic and to support the state’s economic recovery. 
It’s referred to as the Golden State Stimulus program and was part of the Governor’s 
Immediate Action package in January. $4 billion goes to low-income Californians, 
including undocumented households filing taxes with an Individual Taxpayer 
Identification Number (ITIN) but didn’t get anything from the federal stimulus.

The Lake County Superintendent of Schools says all six school districts in Lake County 
have safety measures in place per the California Department of Public Health COVID-
19 protocols. But Superintendent Brock Falkenberg told the Board of Supervisors 
Tuesday that each district may not align with each other. He said each school district’s 
governing board set their own protocols, but they have to meet local and state 
guidelines. Five out of the six are back to in person learning, and Kelseyville opens 
after Labor Day.  School measures include mandating the vaccine for all teachers 
and staff members, and indoor mask-wearing for everyone. Outdoor mask-wearing is 
different for the districts. There’s no more social distancing required, but some do have 
barriers put up.
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The Lakeport City Council will be talking about homelessness and related mental 
health issues at its regular meeting on Tuesday. The council will get an update from 
staff about programs and available opportunities to deal with the homeless. The city 
says a significant number of the Lakeport Police Department calls for service involve 
interactions with homeless people or those experiencing a mental health-related crisis. 
The City Manager and Police Chief will outline what they are doing to deal with those 
issues.

Fort Bragg police chief John McNaulty wants people to use good judgment recording 
incidents on their phones. He has put out a press release saying a bystander s recording 
a medical emergency earlier this week caused emotional distress for the victim’s family 
and forced responders to take steps to keep the scene private while they tended to the 
patient. Chief McNaulty says he understands that people want to record what they see 
for accountability, but that Fort Bragg officers are required to wear body cameras to 
document all emergency responses.

Water and Sewer rates could be going up in the city of Lakeport. Lake Co News 
reporting that the city council has voted to move ahead with an increase covering 2022 
to 2026. The rates have not gone up since 2017, and the city says keeping them as they 
are is not an option. There are some steps left before your bills go up. First, there will 
be a public hearing on October 19th. Then the city will mail out a required notice about 
the proposed increase After that, the council will take a vote to make it official.

The Clearlake City council has received an update about the Cache fire that burned 56 
homes and 91 outbuildings last month. City Manager Alan Flora told the council at a 
meeting on Thursday night that the emergency center that took in those displaced by the 
fire is now closed. Flora says those people have been moved to temporary housing. 
Lake Co News reports the city has submitted an initial damage estimate to the state to 
see if can be added to the larger California disaster declaration. That estimate puts the 
damage and cleanup costs at around 14 point 5 million dollars. Flora says the city’s 
next priority will be cleanup and rebuilding the 83-acre fire zone around Sixth Avenue 
and Cache Stre

In order to protect employees and customers of local businesses, the Mendocino County 
Public Health Officer has announced vaccinations will be required for all restaurant 
employees, and customers to be inside.  Dr. Andy Coren says there are still too many 
high exposure events, especially in restaurants and bars, so he’s ordering businesses to 
require vaccinations or to show proof of testing. He says if those visiting the 
establishments don’t want to show proof, they can get food to go or eat outdoors. There 
will be some exemptions allowed. Hospital rates are still high he says and there have 
been days where there were no ICU beds. And those in the hospital were younger and 
sicker than ever before. The month of August saw the most coronavirus cases in the 
County, 1,365.

Looking for a fugitive, the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office still looking for the so-
called Redbearded Burglar. William Evers reportedly seen this week in someone’s 
vegetable garden and deputies caught video of him slipping away as they got there. So 
afterwards, a SWAT team, continued patrol of the area, a Task Force and police dog 
went searching in Albion. The Sheriff’s Office reports they searched 17 miles over 7 
hours in challenging terrain for Evers and saw signs or evidence of him, but they didn’t 
physically encounter him.



Lighter winds have aided fire crews across Northern Calif. Especially the Caldor Fire 
which is creeping toward Lake Tahoe. Some folks were allowed to go back home after 
the fire triggered the evacuation of 22,000 people Monday. The fire is just a few miles 
outside South Lake Tahoe. The fire is threatening at least 30,000 homes, businesses and 
other buildings ranging from cabins to ski resorts. Controlled fires are diverting the 
massive inferno away from populated areas. Evacuation orders were lifted or 
downgraded to warnings in parts of El Dorado County. Lighter wind was expected 
today, but there’s also a warming front coming this weekend. The fire has burned over 
210,000 acres and is only 27% contained.

Sonoma County is getting hammered by COVID again. The Public Health Dept. reports 
nine new deaths ending the month of August as one of the worst the county’s seen. The 
Press Democrat reports public health dept. reported five deaths yesterday morning, and 
4 more in the afternoon. Six were not vaccinated. The Public Health Officer, Dr. 
Sundari Mase says the deaths in the unvaccinated residents were a much younger 
population than before and the ones who were vaccinated were much older with severe 
underlying health issues. These deaths were in 2 unvaccinated homeless men between 
50 and 64, an unvaccinated man over 79, an unvaccinated man over 69, an 
unvaccinated woman over 69 and an unvaccinated woman over 79.

Things are finally looking better on the unemployment front in California. But pretty 
soon the federal benefit add on of $300/week will end. There were 59,755 initial claims 
for unemployment for the week ending Aug. 28th, nearly 3,600 less than a week before. 
This is the first time since October 2020 that initial claims were down in Calif. for three 
weeks in a row.  The extra $300 ends tomorrow.  

A new three digit number is coming online if you need mental healthcare quick. 9-8-8
 starts next July, but apparently there’s no funding for the idea yet. Mental health 
advocates say the state will need $50 million to staff call centers and related crisis 
response services.  Lawmakers were working to find the money after a bill failed that 
would have meant a fee for land and cell phone lines.  The money would have paid for 
the state’s National Suicide Prevention Lifeline call centers which are already online 
and the new 9-8-8 lines because the call centers already in place could not handle the 
volume anticipated.

CalFresh benefits being paid for by the stimulus package related to the pandemic are 
ending soon. The State Dept. of Social Services reports the temporary 15 percent 
benefit increase for all CalFresh households, under the American Rescue Plan Act ends 
September 30th.

A decent sized earthquake hit near Talmage. The shaker measured 3.6 and the United 
States Geological Survey reported it was east northeast of Talmage just after 10:44 p.m. 
last night and about 4.6 miles deep. The temblor was centered close to another that hit 
two days before. Reports the earthquake was felt in Willits and Ukiah.

The Lake County Fair is on the way after a year off due to the pandemic. The Public 
Health Dept. wants to remind people to enjoy the fair safely. They say if you do go, you 
should wear a mask, even outdoors, since there will probably be large crowds. And you 
should physically distance yourself from others whenever you can, wash your hands 
frequently, especially before eating if you’ve been in physical contact with other 
people. Public health also says those who are unvaccinated or have underlying medical 
conditions should consider the risks and say it may not be the right time to attend. Right 
now the county COVID19 case rate is 43.6/100,000 residents.  There will also be a 
mobile vaccination van onsite each day of the fair this weekend.

https://www.fcc.gov/sites/default/files/988-fact-sheet.pdf
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Even though it goes against the state requirements during the historic drought, the city 
of Ukiah has announced it will divert water from the Russian River to truck out to 
Mendocino. The California State Water Resources Control Board has been curtailing 
water in the river since early August. The director of water and sewer resources for the 
city of Ukiah says they’re taking a very small amount and there’s enough water there. 
There has not been a water hauler identified to date, but the city says it’ll probably truck 
65,000 to 75,000 gallons a day, or about $2,000 worth of water.

The chili cookoff held each year by Granite Construction to raise money for the Boys & 
Girls Club of Ukiah is off. But the Club CEO says they still need to raise money. In 
past years they’ve raised about $24,000. Bussing kids to school and after care is a 
challenge due to a lack of transportation, but the city of Ukiah’s been helping with the 
after school care. Donations can be sent or dropped off at Granite Construction in 
Ukiah, but checks should be made out to Boys & Girls Club of Ukiah. The fundraiser 
closes next Friday, September 10th.

Another run in with the law for the so-called Redbearded Burglar. The Mendocino 
County Sheriff’s Office posted on Facebook that a SWAT officer and police dog 
handler was injured while searching for William Evers in the woods of Albion Ridge. 
They had to evacuate the officer from the area as Deputies once again lost sight of 
Evers who’s been a fugitive since about February. He was spotted last week in 
someone’s garden not far from where law enforcement tried nabbing him again. 
Deputies went out at 4:30 yesterday morning after Evers was seen around midnight. 
They say because it was dark outside and the terrain, he got away again. He was last 
seen running toward the Salmon Creek drainage.

A man has been hit by a car and died in Covelo. Mendo Fever reports first responders 
were called to an intersection yesterday morning finding a pedestrian down. The CHP 
responded along with deputies, but apparently they couldn’t even get a description of 
the car that killed the man.

Some boat ramps are closing at Clear Lake due to the drought and some people are 
finding their wells are running dry. So the state is looking for people to report how the 
drought is affecting private wells and surface water sources. There have already been 
nearly 600 reports of household water shortages this year, with about a quarter of them 
reported in the last month.

To submit a report, and find resources for homeowners, such as lists of well service 
contractors, visit https://mydrywatersupply.water.ca.gov/report/. 

A small fire has been reported in Clear Lake, but it was put out quick. The fire Monday 
afternoon was about eight acres before being contained last night. They’ve named it the 
Round fire after it started near Round Mountain Road, a couple miles out of Clearlake 
Oaks. Four air tankers, two helicopters and a tactical plane were on the scene.  

A man from Willits has been arrested in Lakeport after police found a loaded, high-
capacity firearm magazine, a rifle and drugs in his car during a traffic stop. 18 year old 
Henry Gonzalez has been arrested for possession of narcotics for sale while armed with 
a firearm, putting a child in danger under circumstances likely to cause harm and a 
minor’s possession of alcohol in public. He was found with three minors in the car. The 
officers who stopped Gonzalez say one of his young passengers tried to hide the 
magazine while they were stopped. Backup from deputies and CHP officers helped 
police find a modified rifle with a pistol grip, psilocybin for sale, and marijuana. The 
three minors were released to their parents and Lake County Child Welfare Services 
was there. Gonzalez was held in jail on $75,000 bail.

https://mydrywatersupply.water.ca.gov/report/


A new project by Lake County Tribal Health is being considered by the Planning 
Commission. They meet tomorrow on Tribal Health’s application for architectural and 
design review for a new building near Tribal Health’s existing offices for a Job Skills 
Center where they can have trainings in carpentry, cabinetry, and simple electrical and 
plumbing trades, and also for housing equipment. Apparently the program already 
started before the pandemic, but they put the project on hold.

Lakeport is trying to entice hotel developers to town. The city council heard from the 
community development director last month that the city was approached by a couple 
of developers about a possible lakeside project at the Dutch Harbor. It would be next 
door to the currently under construction, Lakefront Park. The city has to call the 
property surplus for the project to move forward on the nearly 3 acre property. There 
are ideas that include a private or commercial waterfront project. The city manager says 
they did a hotel feasibility study a few years ago and a hotel was the highest use for the 
Dutch Harbor area. The city will have to give written notice that the property’s 
available to local public entities, including schools and park districts, and housing 
sponsors who have reached out to the Department of Housing and Community 
Development of their interest in surplus property.

Since so many are retiring in the face of the pandemic, California is looking at a 
possible nurse shortage the next five years.  A new report by the UCSF Health 
Workforce Research Center on Long-Term Care says there is a shortage of over 40,500 
full-time equivalent RNs, a nearly 14% gap the state will be dealing with thru 2026. 
The info just out from the 2020 Survey of California Registered Nurses and final data 
from the 2019-20 Annual RN Schools Survey. One of the authors of the report says the 
pandemic has sped up a trend that was already building, so employers should try to 
hang on to older RN’s and find career paths for new grads.  There are over 350,000 
registered nurses in Calif. hospitals, clinics and other facilities, and over 450,000 
licensed nurses.

One of the Mendocino County Advisory Redistricting Commission meetings is being 
held online. The meeting tonight at 6:15 will be one of many after the last census 
report. Each decade it has to be done. It might mean changes for either representative 
Mike Thompson of St. Helena, now in the Fifth District or Jared Huffman of San 
Rafael of the 2nd District. The meeting will continue the process tonight of redrawing 
the supervisory and congressional districts based on population that came out of the 
2020 US Census. It could also mean a change for supervisorial districts due to uneven 
population growth. There will be public comment and you can check out the full 
recording of last week’s meeting too. That’s on the county’s YouTube channel.

They’re looking for someone to take over the Mendocino County Auditor-Controller’s 
office as the current office holder is retiring. The Mendocino Voice reports Lloyd Weer 
is retiring early and there was quite the ta-doo at the last Board of Supervisors meeting 
about his deputy taking over. Apparently District Attorney David Eyster is against 
appointing Assistant Auditor-Controller Chamise Cubbison to take over the position 
which is elected and still has nearly a year and a half left on the term. So instead she 
will be the acting auditor-controller until the board finds a permanent replacement. 
County staff was all for putting Cubbison in the position but Eyster filed a couple of 
lengthy documents regarding expense reimbursements and regulations on government 
spending.

A new restaurant is opening downtown, but it means the end to Danny’s Vacuum 
Repair Shop. The repair shop is being evicted from its long held location on North State 
Street, with 2 months notice. The Daily Journal reports Danny is considering a new 
location or retirement. The newspaper does not mention what restaurant is taking the 
space, only that it’s “upscale”.  
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At a gathering of local restaurant managers and owners on the upcoming vaccination 
mandate, the Mendocino County Public Health Officer Dr. Andy Coren appeared. 
There was a good turnout outside the Ukiah Valley Athletic Club where one man was 
asked to leave after yelling into the crowd. Dr. Coren asked the crowd for alternatives 
to his proposed mandates for employees and customers of local restaurants and bars. 
Some managers said they will lose employees if they’re forced to get the shots, and 
Coren said he wanted to work with the community to figure it all out together. The 
meeting was held Saturday and Coren didn’t say whether he’d change what he was 
planning and when he would release the new guidelines or when they’d take effect.  

Two women, accused separately of arson and other crimes each got sent to prison in 
Mendocino County.  35 year old Tasha Marie Ornelas, a homeless woman from Ukiah 
agreed to a deal for felony arson of grasslands, and a sentencing enhancement because 
it happened during a state of emergency. She faced nine years and got five after being 
seen with lighter in hand near some small fires in June. And 28 year old Michelle Perry, 
also homeless from around the Ukiah area was found guilty of recklessly causing a fire 
of inhabited property, and a sentencing enhancement that it happened during a state of 
emergency. She was reportedly seen lighting a plantar box at Unity Hall on fire, using 
hand sanitizer as an accelerant. She faced 7 years, and also got five.

Busy agenda for the Lakeport City Council. At their meeting tonight the council will 
consider a Small Community Drought Relief Program Grant. The city’s trying to get $1 
million dollars as part of the grant program created for small communities to improve, 
upgrade or replace infrastructure affected by the drought. If approved the city’s 
considering replacing a well at Scott’s Creek which is apparently close to running dry. 
The council’s also set to give their approval to submit an application for funding to the 
Competitive Permanent Local Housing Allocation and discuss new use of the Carnegie 
Library building. In the basement of the building for offices and laboratory space, and 
the second floor for community outreach meetings and an environmental information 
center.

The pandemic is not done wreaking havoc on schools. It’s only been days or weeks for 
some rural districts, and already, some have had to close due to Covid outbreaks 
amongst students and staff. Ed Source reports at least five schools closed last week 
because of Covid infection rates, and others were going to close this week. Most 
schools were closed a year ago, so this is kind of new territory for many. And some of 
the schools this year, are not allowing quarantined students to do online learning, they 
instead have to enroll in independent study. The state education code says it’s up to a 
school board or superintendent to decide if a school should close.

Destination Hopland is back. This Saturday, September 18th, you can hop on and go 
wine tasting with over 10 local producers will feature their hand-crafted wines. Coach 
tickets include a wine glass, first class, that wine glass, 3 food tickets and become a 
Wine Club member for the day at all participating wineries, first class holders with food 
tickets can be used at various eateries, and the wine club member of the day gets all 
winery perks. It’s $40 for a coach ticket and $65 for first class.  

Around 2/3rd’s of the Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office is fully vaccinated. The 
Sheriff’s office reported at least 70% of their full-time workers had gotten their shots. 
The Press Democrat reports the agency is in line with most other county government 
offices. Sheriff Mark Essick said he hoped to see even more employees get the 
vaccination. One of their Corrections Officers, Lt. Bobby Travelstead died Sept. 
1st after contracting the virus. That same day was the deadline for all police, fire and 
ambulance agencies to get proof from employees they had been vaccinated in 
accordance with a county public health order.



The Dixie Fire has made history again… becoming the first single fire in the state to 
burn more than 900,000 acres. The fire started burning in a thick forested area of 
Plumas County, then spilled into other areas since starting mid-July. It’s about to be the 
2nd Gigafire in the state, behind the August Complex which was made up of several 
fires that merged together. The Dixie has now burned over 919,000 acres and is 59% 
contained. The fire has its own meteorologist who says it looks to continue burning the 
next week as no precipitation is expected. There will also be near-record heat in some 
areas of the fire. Almost 1,300 structures have burned and nearly 6,000 are still 
threatened.

The Caldor fire is still burning near Lake Tahoe which has pretty much been saved. 
That fire has burned over 217,000 acres and is 50% contained.  Fire officials say the 
fire is still active and they’re working to reinforce the containment and corral spot fires. 
Some folks evacuated in El Dorado County have been able to go home, but since 
people left, bears have been spotted all over the place, going through trash. The local 
police say 15 of 17 recent calls about break-ins were due to bears. At least one had to be 
humanely euthanized due to severe burns on his paws.

A man’s been arrested in Fort Bragg after reports of a stolen car. Police say they got a 
call to find Arthur Montero threatened the car owner with a chainsaw if she didn’t hand 
over the keys to the car, after first going into her house. Police say Montero told the 
woman he’d “chop” her up with his chainsaw and tried starting it, but she gave him the 
keys.  Sheriff’s deputies and the CHP searched for her truck, finding Montero near a 
gas station, arresting him. There was no damage to the vehicle and Montero was 
booked into Mendocino County Jail for possession of a stolen vehicle, criminal threats, 
robbery, burglary and possession of stolen property.

More complaints coming into the Fort Bragg Police Department for super loud mufflers 
and exhaust systems on cars and motorcycles. So the police department says they’re 
trying to correct this and educate. As part of Calif. code a vehicle has to have an 
“adequate muffler” without excessive or unusual noise, and it cannot have “a cutout, 
bypass, or similar device.” It also says the person driving the vehicle cannot modify the 
exhaust system to make it louder or it will be considered not in compliance”.  So be on 
the lookout as Fort Bragg Police are holding a special maximum enforcement event to 
root these vehicles out.

The Governor’s office along with legislative leaders are looking at new requirements so 
students in school who may have to go home and quarantine will have access to remote 
learning, and schools won’t be penalized when they’re out. This means lawmakers have 
to hustle ahead of Friday when they recess for the year. The legislation after reports 
many students had gone without any learning last year because the requirements were 
not specifically spelled out. The Legislature cut all distance learning this year and is 
allowing independent study and very little live, online instruction. The superintendents 
of 23 county offices of education and 50 school districts said the independent study law 
doesn’t work for them in short-term quarantines.

A state of emergency has been declared for Lake County due to last month’s Cache fire. 
The Governor’s office says this will help Clearlake residents with recovery. One mobile 
home park was almost entirely wiped out by the fire, and another lost homes too. The 
mayor of Clearlake spoke with Lake Co News saying it’s great news for the city 
because they were concerned about what it would cost for cleanup. The proclamation 
helps speed up the removal of the hazardous debris left behind by the fire which started 
August 18th and burned just over 80 acres, 56 homes and 81 outbuildings.
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A special meeting’s been set by the Lake County Board of Supervisors about the 
upcoming gubernatorial recall election.  The meeting is online tomorrow morning, you 
can find it on the county’s Facebook page or Channel 8. The elections office will give 
an update and the board will discuss special accommodations to be made so folks can 
vote safely in person with social distancing, due to the delta variant of COVID19. The 
idea’s being floated to use the board chambers for voting because there’s more room 
there, but that would mean the board wouldn’t be able to meet in person, only on zoom. 
The board is also looking at bringing in the new Community Development director to 
start before her official appointment date at an hourly rate for the next month.

A plan that had been in the works to take coal by train along a defunct railroad on the 
North Coast is apparently rearing its head again. But North Coast lawmakers say they’ll 
block the plan to export coal overseas from Montana, Utah and Wyoming out of the 
Port of Humboldt Bay. Sen. Mike McGuire says it would be one of the worst 
environmental threats to the North Coast in decades, saying the state banned coal-fired 
plants for a reason. The Lost Coast Outpost reported there’s a new North Coast 
Railroad Company which has filed with the Surface Transportation Board against plans 
to railbank the old rail line for the Great Redwood Trail, one of McGuire’s babies. The 
claim is that Congress should preserve rail service wherever possible. Congressman 
Jared Huffman is also urging his constituents to oppose resurrecting the rail line for 
coal transport.

More information’s surfaced about the failed attempt to arrest the so-called Redbearded 
Burglar earlier this week in Albion. The Mendocino Voice reports two SWAT officers, 
including a K9 handler, were injured Monday during the search. The news site reports 
all available personnel, including off-duty deputies, were called to help track fugitive 
William Evers down. He got away as it was dark, and deputies say because of the rough 
terrain. Apparently he’s gotten away from law enforcement four times this year, 
including during a shootout with deputies in May while Evers ran from the scene of a 
burglary. He’s been wanted for a string of burglaries.

Three more people have died in Mendocino County due to the coronavirus. Public 
Health has announced being notified of the deaths, all were under 50 years old and 
unvaccinated. This means 67 people have died to COVID-19. The 65th death was in a 
36-year-old woman from Ukiah who was the youngest person so far to die from the 
virus. The 66th death was a 47-year-old man from Ukiah and the 67th was in a 43-year-
old man from Covelo. The deaths as the delta variant of the virus continues surging 
across the state. Public health reminds to get vaccinated and mask up when outside your 
household. The daily positivity rate is about 41 cases/100,000 people. If we were still in 
the color coded system, we’d be considered in the “Purple Tier”. Public Health also 
reported 16 residents in the hospital and 8 in intensive care.

A man from Ukiah has been arrested after the Sheriff’s Dept. reports he stabbed a dog 
and attempted to stab somebody else. Mendocino deputies got a call 2 Fridays ago 
where witnesses said Diego Pulido stabbed the family dog as someone was leaving to 
take the dog to the vet. There was also a family member possibly stabbed too, so 
medical assistance was called and deputies used a loud speaker to try to lure Pulido out 
of the house. The man armed himself with a kitchen knife. The dog is expected to 
survive and the family member was also okay after the dog bit them while they tried 
helping it. Pulido was arrested for felony animal cruelty and booked in jail on 
$15,000.00 bail.

After reports that a 12 year old was sexually abused, a woman in Potter Valley was 
arrested. Deputies say they got a call about suspected sexual abuse of a 12 year-old and 
after investigating connected Lexie Thompson to the minor. They say in July she had 
sex multiple times with the child who was known to her. She was interviewed by police 
and arrested for lewd sexual acts with a minor under 14 years old, oral copulation of a 
minor under 14 years old and sexual penetration with a foreign object of a minor under 
14 years old. She was also on probation. She’s booked in jail with no bail.



Two people in Fort Bragg have been arrested at the onramp of the 101 near Lake 
Mendocino Drive after a code violation led to a search. A deputy pulled Lily Simili and 
her male passenger over. They say the passenger gave a fake name. Deputies also 
noticed what looked to be a meth pipe in the car and searched the passenger, identified 
as Hunter Casey. They say he had meth on him and that he had a felony warrant out for 
his arrest. He was arrested for violating probation, impersonating another, having drugs 
on him and drug paraphernalia and held on $30,000 bail. Simili was given a ticket to 
appear for having drug paraphernalia on her.

A bunch of weed confiscated or destroyed as agents with the Mendocino 
County Code Enforcement Division. They were out looking for marijuana grows 
without permits in Willits and Laytonville. They found well over the legal limit at 
seven locations and say those responsible eradicated almost 680 plants at the locations.

Student government at Mendocino College is urging fellow students and community 
members to get their COVID19 shots. The Associated Students of Mendocino 
College are strongly encouraging the vaccinations, which are not required to go to the 
school. Students who prove they have been vaccinated though, could get a $100 Visa 
gift card. Vaccines are widely available, they remind, including the Pfizer vaccine, 
which has received full approval from the FDA. The Moderna and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines also have been proven to be highly effective and safe and received emergency 
approval from the federal agency. The student government president says the vaccines 
are vital to getting back to normal.

Due to the extreme heat in parts of the Western United States, the California 
Independent System Operator, or ISO, has ordered a statewide Flex Alert. It’s the 
second day the agency has called for voluntary electricity conservation due to hot 
weather taxing the energy supply. Consumers are told to use large appliances and air 
conditioning less during these times. The Flex Alert goes from noon to 9 p.m. due to 
high electricity demand during those hours and narrow margins of supply. There are 
above normal temperatures across the western US all week, and the possibility of 
record-breaking heat.

The pastor of a megachurch in Northern Calif. is giving out religious exemptions for 
folks opposed to getting the vaccine. The Kaiser Foundation reports the church in 
Rocklin, Destiny Christian Church, also defied public health orders holding in person 
service during the stay home order in 2020. But the state got rid of nonmedical 
exemptions six years ago for childhood vaccinations. And Governor Newsom put out a 
public health order in July saying all state employees and health care workers must be 
vaccinated against COVID19 or have a weekly test. That followed with schools needing 
the same, public or private. And both the California State University system and UC 
system requires vaccines for students and staff.

A fire that destroyed two buildings in Guerneville and heavily damaged another has 
been deemed arson. Someone’s also been arrested in connection to the fires, 50 year old 
Jennifer Swan. The Sonoma County Fire District reported Swan will be charged with a 
felony count of causing a property to be burned as a result of malicious arson. She faces 
up to three years in prison if she’s convicted. The Fire Marshal and chief says it was a 
high dollar property loss, so they went for a bail enhancement. Swan is being held on 
$500,000. One of the businesses had been vacant a while, another had a new tenant, yet 
to move in and the third was open, Gypsy Sisters Boutique dress shop.
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The delta strain of COVID19 is wreaking havoc on Calif, especially in the Central 
Valley where hospital officials say they have to transfer critically ill patients over 100 
miles away because their ICU’s are full. The report that the San Joaquin Valley, 
Sacramento area and rural Northern California were being hit the hardest by COVID-19 
hospitalizations on a per capita basis. The Los Angeles Times analysis also says the 
areas have the lowest vaccination rates than in highly populated, coastal areas of 
Southern California and the San Francisco Bay Area. The Emergency Medical Services 
Manager for Fresno, Kings, Madera and Tulare counties recently said their system was 
paralyzed and at a standstill and completely overwhelmed.

The Calif. State Water Resources Control Board has changed its recent curtailment 
orders so the city of Ukiah can draw water out of the Russian River for emergency use. 
The agency pre-approved a health and safety exemption for the city for coastal 
Mendocino County communities. It comes as talk of trucking water from Ukiah, to Fort 
Bragg for treatment, and finally to the town of Mendocino. The agency also said the 
city could have applied for an exemption, but did not, so amending the curtailment 
order will not cause the city to be fined. So the city will be able to draw around 326,000 
gallons of water over the next three months, or 50-acre-feet. The city itself is not 
providing the water per se’, just allowing certified water haulers to move the water to 
Fort Bragg. The water deliveries began this week after the Board of Supervisors gave 
the plan the green light.

The MendoLake Food Hub is back, providing fresh food to families in Mendocino and 
Lake counties. The group was working to support local farmers and producers pre-
pandemic. They were also providing farm fresh food to schools, local grocery stores, 
and restaurants. But now they’re helping more needy families. Apparently the idea 
came during lockdown as grocery store shelves were bare, but farmers had plenty, but 
no way to distribute it.  The MendoLake Food Hub got a contract for their plan from the 
USDA for boxes of food to be given to families through the Farmers to Families 
Program.

To become a part of the MendoLake Food Hub community, visit 
mendolakefoodhub.org. For more information, call (707) 467-3238.

There may finally be some good news about the rate of Covid-19 cases. New numbers 
suggest those cases could be slowing locally and across California. The Lake County 
Health Department says while the figures are encouraging, there are lots of challenges 
ahead. Among them: the return of onsite learning at local schools and last weekend’s 
Lake County fair, both of which the department says could lead to more circulation of 
the virus. 79 Lake County residents have now died due to COVID-related illness – 16 
since July 1. The health department says that shows how serious the situation is. 
Officials are again urging anyone not vaccinated to get a shot as soon as possible.

A man and two children are in the hospital after an explosion in Ukiah apparently 
caused by concentrated cannabis making gone wrong. Fire crews responded to a 
reported trailer fire at the Overnight trailer park on East Gobbi Street around 7:00 on 
Thursday evening. The three people who made it out of the trailer had significant burns 
and were airlifted to treatment centers out of the area. Their names and conditions 
haven’t been released because of the ongoing investigation by Ukiah PD and the 
Mendocino County Major Crimes task force.

Trucks carrying water are making their way to Mendocino County, but the supply they 
hold is just a drop in the bucket compared to what the county needs. The Press-
Democrat reports that one truck carrying 5,000 gallons is making a couple trips a day to 
Ukiah and Fort Bragg. Officials say the county needs about 75,000 gallons a day. The 
county is working with water hauling companies but is having a hard time finding the 
right trucks. People in affected communities say the outside water will help them make 
it through. Meanwhile, Ukiah has started drawing water from the Russian River. The 
state has said yes to a plan to divert a small amount of river water to places that need it.



The Mendocino Water Agency has put out a new newsletter to communicate water and 
drought-related information. The newsletter also has news from the Mendocino 
Resource Conservation District, Russian River Flood Control District, and local water 
districts and jurisdictions. You can find it at the Waster Agency website. There is a link 
on the local news page of our website as well.

(https://mailchi.mp/mendocinocounty/mendocino-county-water-news-aug-18-2021)

The Mendocino Land Trust and several partner organizations are getting ready for next 
weekend’s Coastal Cleanup day. Volunteers will scour the shoreline at 14 coastal sites 
on September 18, picking up the flotsam and jetsam that have washed up. Coastal 
Cleanup Day is a statewide event organized by the California Coastal Commission. It 
has been held yearly since 1985. If you would like to get involved, you can find more 
info at the website Mendocinolandtrust.org.

A man in Covelo has been arrested in connection to the death and possible kidnapping 
of his cousin. Deputies got a call last Saturday morning about an assault and possible 
kidnapping with Christopher and William Bettega reported as the victims.  Deputies got 
a call on their way that one of the men was dead at the same time the Covelo Fire 
Department was called to an injured man in the road. Deputies were called to that 
scene, finding the man, William Bettega dead after being hit by a car. A car found 
nearby in a drainage had evidence inside which detectives used to get another search 
warrant at a home in Covelo. There they found Christopher Bettega, the dead man’s 
cousin may have been involved in his death and arrested him for murder. He’s held on 
one million dollars bail. The Sheriff’s office is asking anyone who may have seen 
anything to do with a White Chevy Silverado in that area last Saturday after midnight to 
call them.

They’ve called for more emergency responders and firefighters to be at the ready in the 
North Bay and parts of Northern Calif, as thunderstorms were predicted. The Sonoma 
County Fire District Chief said they’ve called in the troops for this “very high-impact.” 
The National Weather Service reported as many as two dozen lightning strikes already 
this morning in parts of Sonoma, Napa and Marin counties. Last night there were some 
strikes too in the area of last year’s Glass Fire in Santa Rosa. There was fire and 
lightning reported outside Hopland before midnight. The small fire was being called the 
Rock fire. There was also a report in Napa of a fire too. And light rain did mist down in 
some areas with possible measurable rain coming down. The forecast had fire managers 
concerned as the gigantic Dixie and Caldor fires which have both been burning for 
weeks continued.

The Town Manager in Windsor has resigned abruptly. Town councilors responded to 
Ken MacNab’s sudden announcement he was retiring for personal reasons, but he’s not 
leaving until the end of the year. Some saying he did a great job and it was not great 
timing as they just lost the mayor due to a scandal. McNab didn’t give detail, but said 
2021 was extremely difficult in his personal life and that led him to consider the 
importance of health, family and a work-life balance. The town is trying to bounce back 
after the mayor Dominic Foppoli resigned after he was accused of rape, sexual assault 
or other misconduct by nine women, including a Windsor Councilwoman.

You’ve gotta be vaccinated or tested for COVID19 regularly if you want to attend Yuba 
Community College. The school board approved the new policy requiring vaccinations 
or regular testing for students, faculty, staff and volunteers yesterday after a 90 min 
meeting. The board gave the green light for the interim Chancellor to come up with a 
policy to be in place for the spring semester. This means the school will be one of 
nearly 40 across the state that have adopted vaccine mandates for students and staff. 
Other local districts, Mendocino-Lake Community College District is not mandating 
the same, but offering incentives for vaccinations.

https://mailchi.mp/mendocinocounty/mendocino-county-water-news-aug-18-2021
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A man accused of robbing a Chase Bank in Ukiah got ten years in prison. Chase Bank 
robber Dean Stevens pleaded no contest a couple weeks ago for the January 21st caper. 
He was sentenced yesterday for 120 months as bank robbery is considered a violent 
felony in Calif. That means work or good time credits for early release are limited to no 
more than 15% of the 10 year sentence.

Reports of bad bacteria in Clearlake has officials warning to stay out. The 
cyanobacteria produces possible health hazards to not only people, but also livestock 
and pets. The Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians conducts regular testing of the water 
with the help of the Robinson Rancheria EPA Department. Lake Co News reports the 
testing happens at more than a dozen sites. Extremely high levels detected in nine 
locations August 25th, one a liver toxin and the other a neurotoxin. The Lake County 
Public Health Dept. is asking boaters and other recreational lake users to avoid direct 
contact with or use of waters with the cyanobacteria where signs have been posted.

A judge said no to PG&E which was trying to wiggle its way out of a criminal case 
connected to the 2019 Kincade wildfire. The Sonoma County DA is suing the utility 
giant and a judge said no to the utility’s procedural move trying to get 25 of the 33 
criminal charges tossed. The charges all stay and the company will have to enter pleas 
in the case next month. The company is no stranger to criminal complaints, there was 
that San Bruno explosion over a decade ago and of course the Northern Calif. fires in 
2017 & 18 which triggered the utility company filing for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. The 
Kincade fire erupted in Oct. of 2019 in The Geysers geothermal region and destroyed 
174 homes and almost 200 other buildings, including a winery.

A group put together a couple of years ago to buy and operate a hydro-electric plant 
PG&E no longer wanted in Mendocino County is asking federal regulators for more 
time for the project. The Potter Valley Project, a hydroelectric plant diverting water 
from the Eel River into the Russian River from Lake Mendocino. The group wants until 
May of next year so it can look at how the project would work within a comprehensive 
plan to manage the crises of fisheries and water supply reliability in the Eel and Russian 
River Basins during the historic drought. The group says they will do their due 
diligence during the extension of time to evaluate the so-called Two Basin Solution.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is having an online public workshop on 
redistricting. The meeting online via the county’s YouTube page is at 1:30 p.m. on 
election day so they can hear from the Advisory Redistricting Commission. They want 
input from the public on communities of interest and potential district boundaries.

A man from New York already in trouble with police twice before for victimizing 
locals is going to prison. 24 year old John Louis Cea of Long Island had been found 
guilty in July for felony grand theft of over $950, and for a separate crime of robbery in 
the second degree. He’s going to prison in Calif. for five and a half years. He was in 
Ukiah last fall and swiped $32,000 from an elderly businessman fixing a private ATM 
in a local cannabis business. Cea took money out of the man’s car and six weeks later 
returned to the area to steal marijuana. Police say he met a couple convincing them to 
meet him at a Burger King in Willits and he forcibly stole 2 pounds of weed from the 
pair. He was chased by cops and crashed, but he got away to New York. He was later 
tracked down, arrested and extradited.

A broadband test will help Mendocino County determine home internet speeds. The 
Broadband Speed-Test Initiative has kicked off to crowd source data so the county can 
try to get funding for better internet service for unserved and underserved areas. The 
data gathered countywide will correct any self-reporting from the past that may have 
been inaccurate. The info gathered is private and won’t be shared. It’s so the county can 
apply for grants for better broadband service.



To participate, please join the Zoom Meeting at 9am on Tuesday, 9/14:

Everyone in Mendocino County is invited to test their internet speeds, and 
together we can help close the Digital Divide in Mendocino County. Learn more 
and take the test today at https://www.mendocinocounty.org/speedtest.

The recall election is coming, so the Lake County Board of Supervisors will be on 
Zoom for their regular meeting. That’s to make space for election activities tomorrow. 
For those who want to see the board in action, they can hop on Zoom or see the meeting 
on the county’s YouTube or Facebook pages.

https://lakecounty.zoom.us/j/95863948038?pwd=QXByb25ET2xMbVY5UnB2UVhyZkplQT09

Webinar ID: 958 6394 8038    

Passcode: 845932

It’s National Recovery Month so Lake County is celebrating those who’ve made gains 
in recovery. National Recovery Month highlights the critical role behavioral health 
plays in the community’s overall well-being. The theme is “Recovery is for Everyone: 
Every Person, Every Family, Every Community”. The Director of Lake County 
Behavioral Health Services says everyone needs to work together to “increase 
awareness and improve understanding about diseases and the negative effects of 
substance abuse”.  

For more info, contact Lake County Behavioral Health Services at 707-274-9101 or 
707-994-7090.

A head on crash in the Ridgewood area has ended in a death. A  29 year old man in an 
Acura Integra and a 29 year old woman in a Dodge Ram crashed. The Acura apparently 
crossed the double yellow lines on the 101 north of the Scale Facility and drove into the 
Ram, causing it to hit the guardrail and roll.  The Acura ended up in the southbound 
lanes. The driver and passengers in the Dodge were helped out, the driver had major 
injuries and the passengers had minor injuries. The driver of the Acura died. The 
accident is being investigated, but cops say they don’t think drugs or alcohol were a 
factor.

Tribal Police called Mendocino Deputies for backup after someone supposedly pulled 
out a gun in Covelo. It happened a week ago Saturday on the corner of Barnes Lane and 
Highway 162. There were actually two separate incidents in the area, one with Luiz 
Gonzalez and Bridgette Frank who were in an argument with a couple of others, a 24 
year old man and 50 year old woman. Witnesses reported Frank broke the 50 year old 
woman’s car window and left. And police say Gonzalez tossed a metal brake rotor at 
someone, but didn’t hit them.  Gonzalez was detained and held on $30,000.00 bail, but 
deputies and Tribal Police could not find Frank who ran from the scene.

Mandatory evacuation orders have been lifted in Mendocino County after a fire broke 
out outside Calpella. At least 200 people had to be evacuated, that’s about 30% of the 
entire town. The Hopkins Fire was reported in the area of Moore and East Hopkins 
streets 6 miles north of Ukiah. One firefighter was injured as the fire burned in low 
humidity, and dry windy conditions, with some gusts recorded at 20 mph. The fire has 
burned 275 acres so far. The evacuations were in the area east of the 101 corridor 
between Highway 20 and Lake Mendocino Drive to the west shore of Lake Mendocino. 
Several homes and other buildings have been destroyed. Fire officials say it will 
probably take until Wednesday for the fire to be totally contained.

https://www.mendocinocounty.org/speedtest
https://lakecounty.zoom.us/j/95863948038?pwd=QXByb25ET2xMbVY5UnB2UVhyZkplQT09


After a bit of a row between the Governor and top Republican challenger in the recall, 
former radio talk show host Larry Elder, the Secretary of State’s office reported the 
election system is secure. Over the weekend Governor Newsom responded to Elder 
saying the election could have fraudulent votes, calling that a scare tactic, and reports 
about the security of the state’s election management system are “inaccurate.” Some are 
already calling for an audit before the election even happened. They’ve sent a letter to 
the Secretary of State about the ballot management system. But the secretary of state 
says it’s impossible to do the type of audit the experts requested on such short notice. 
 But she also said Calif has the “strictest voting system testing, procedures for use and 
security requirements in the nation”.

Lake County’s Public Health Office says after being nearly ahead of all other counties 
per capita in COVID-19 cases, the surge is finally showing signs of slowing. Dr. Gary 
Pace, who is the interim health officer as the county still searches for his replacement, 
says there’s been some bumps in the road. As kids go back to school in person there’s 
been an increase in cases, and the same after the Lake County Fair. There have now 
been 79 deaths due to complications from the virus. He says everyone needs to take the 
virus seriously, 18 months in. He says the vaccinated run a small risk of being 
hospitalized or dying from COVID and that getting vaccinated is the most significant 
thing to do to make the county safer, keep kids in school, businesses open, and 
hospitals from getting overwhelmed.

The Mendocino County Public Health Officer has changed his tune and will not 
mandate vaccines for restaurant employees and patrons. Dr. Andy Coren says after he 
spoke to restaurant owners, many concerned about the blowback they’d get for a 
vaccine mandate, he will “strongly recommend” vaccines instead. Dr. Coren said not all 
of those who went to a meeting last week at the Ukiah Valley Athletic Club were 
opposed, but after receiving letters and comments, he changed his mind. Dr. Coren said 
the strongest influence on him was the deep divisions in the community. He says people 
can make an informed decision about where they want to patronize.

There have been some COVID outbreaks at Mendocino County skilled nursing 
facilities again. Dr. Andy Coren said one at the Mendocino County Jail seems to be 
under control now, one at a skilled nursing facility seems to nearly be over and another 
is receiving help from the state. He didn’t give the names of the facilities. He also noted 
another outbreak at the homeless shelter, saying multiple people were given alternate 
shelter to recover safely. There’s another outbreak too at the Safeway in Willits. But 
with all of the outbreaks, Dr. Coren says case numbers have been down the last three 
weeks. As of the last update, there were 25 people in the hospital, eight of them in the 
ICU and only one ICU bed available in the county.

A man from Covelo has been arrested on multiple charges after reports of someone 
showing a gun. Deputies say they got a report Reginald Azbill had hit his girlfriend, but 
she didn’t immediately report it. Then again she said she was in the shower and Azbill 
appeared with a gun and pointed it at her, threatening her. So after he left she called 
police. They put out an alert to find him and got an Emergency Protective Order for the 
girlfriend. Another report of a man with a gun involving Azbill came to deputies 
attention. A man says he saw him pull a firearm and looked to be loading the weapon. 
But Azbill left the area. In a separate area Deputies approached Azbill and arrested him, 
finding a few guns, meth and a pipe. The guns were found to be stolen from Texas. 
He’s charged with multiple crimes and held without bail.
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Police have responded to a shooting in Ukiah finding casings and bullet fragments. It 
happened in the 700 block of S. Dora St. near Yokayo Elementary which went into 
lockdown. Witnesses took video Friday which showed a man shooting into a car, then 
both cars drive away. Police found the car by the elementary school with nobody inside 
and impounded it. The car was a blue BMW with meth inside, forensic evidence also 
found and identified the shooter only as a Black man in his 30’s, over 6 feet tall, with 
an athletic build, shoulder length dread locks with bleached tips. The passenger was a 
thin, white man in his 20’s with light brown or blonde hair. The shooter reportedly fired 
at a red or orange hatchback sedan, like a PT cruiser. No arrests have been made and 
the victims have not come forward.

An elderly woman from Ukiah reported being threatened by a man on a skateboard. She 
says the man, later identified as Donald Spencer was screaming at her and raised his 
skateboard in an aggressive manner while threatening to strike her. She walks using a 
walker and rushed away, finding someone to call 911 for her. Police found her and the 
skateboard. They then found Spencer in a car, where he’d been living with his dog. 
Police say he became belligerent with them and was uncooperative but admitted the 
incident with the woman. He was arrested and the woman was driven home with adult 
protective services called.  The man’s dog was taken to the local animal shelter and his 
car impounded.

The Hopkins fire near Calpella is at 20% containment and has not grown much. There 
are shelters in place for those told to evacuate in the Mendocino County Office of 
Education building on Old River Road. Animals were also being sheltered at the animal 
shelter or at the fairgrounds. Reports say there are still 200 structures threatened by the 
Hopkins fire which also led to downed power lines and a loss of cell service for some. 
The fire started yesterday and grew quickly with many still evacuated and roadblocks in 
place. Some who had been evacuated were allowed to go home, but other warnings and 
orders stayed in place. The Daily Journal reports multiple homes have been destroyed 
and the fire has burned 257 acres.           

Please visit MendoReady.org for additional information to include the updated map for 
evacuation orders and warnings.

A little bit more containment, and no more growth for the Hopkins fire in Mendocino 
County. The fire has burned 257 acres and has destroyed nearly a dozen homes and 
other buildings. Fire officials say the fire’s still threatening 200 more structures and 
many people are still not allowed to return home after being evacuated Sunday. Cal Fire 
officials say the area is still too dangerous so to maintain safety, they were keeping 
locals away for now. The fire started in Calpella and has burned to the northwestern 
shore of Lake Mendocino and even burned part of the reservoir which is dry due to the 
historic drought. The Lake Mendocino Park Manager said it hasn’t threatened dam 
infrastructure at the south end of the lake and water releases into the upper Russian 
River were still happening.

Republicans are reportedly trying to get people to vote, at the same time saying there 
may be widespread voter fraud in today’s recall election. Party leaders were promoting 
phony claims the race was rigged or somehow tainted by misconduct. That’s being 
promoted by their front runner Larry Elder, who said if he loses, it’s because of 
“shenanigans, as there were in the 2020 election.” Even former President Trump, 
jumped into the fray saying you could make and fill out your own ballot here, which is 
not true.  Republicans are encouraging everyone to vote and the secretary of state has 
said the election is secure.

2 more people have died from COVID19 in Mendocino County. The Public Health 
Dept. reports a 53 year old Willits man was the 68th person to die from COVID19. He 
was not vaccinated. They got reports too that a 69 year old man from Ukiah was the 
69th death and he too was not vaccinated. Public Health continues to remind not to put 
yourself in situations where you might be exposed to the virus, stay home if you’re 
sick, wear a mask and get vaccinated.  130 additional cases of COVID-19 have been 
identified in Mendocino County, bringing the total to 6,599.



There’s a new Sheriff in town… well not really, But a new police officer who will be 
the full-time school resource officer for the Lakeport Unified School District. Aaron 
Hodges was appointed as the new resource officer and started already, yesterday. He 
himself went to Lakeport schools and graduated from Clear Lake High. The Lakeport 
Police Chief Brad Rasmussen says the school resource officer position was funded 
through a partnership between the Lakeport Unified School Board and the Lakeport 
City Council. The chief says anyone interested in learning more about the school 
resource officer program can call the police department.

A dedication ceremony has been held for the new Little Lake Fire Protection District 
building. On Saturday, Sept. 11th, some local Boy Scouts lined Main and Commercial 
Streets with American flags and there was a gathering of community members at the 
new Firehouse 54. They had a Flag Ceremony and 911 Tribute… then the Firehouse 
Dedication and Ribbon (Hose) cutting.  They also enjoyed a BBQ lunch put on by the 
Rotary Club and guided tours of the new building. They also hosted a silent and live 
auction, fire dancers, bounce houses and face painting.

A report says if the governor wins today’s recall election, he may have to pay some 
supporters back with a major benefit. Some healthcare workers publicly supporting the 
governor against the recall are reportedly pressuring him to follow up on his campaign 
pledge 3 years ago for a government-run, single-payer health care system. The National 
Union of Healthcare Workers is reportedly urging Gov. Newsom to get federal 
permission for that system. And the California Nurses Association has also been 
pressuring the Gov. to back legislation to scrap private health insurance and replace it 
with a single-payer system. The system could cost the state $400 billion a year.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors is having a public hearing regarding the 
2021 redistricting process, the first in a series to reshape district boundaries for county 
supervisors, state legislators and congressional representatives. The info comes from 
the 2020 US Census. This is a time for local voters to have their say in the district 
redrawing process. The county is planning to finish up the entire process by mid-
December and want the public to send in their own maps and ideas for “communities of 
interest”. The Board is also looking at a possible resolution against a “coal train” on the 
North Coast, and potentially changing the county’s commercial cannabis land use 
development ordinance passed in the spring, after a recent petition. 

Almost $700,000 is being spread out over a half dozen North Coast fire departments. 
The California Fire Foundation had announced several dozen fire departments, fire 
agencies and community groups would get a piece of the pie. That would come from 
the Wildfire Safety and Preparedness Program, administered and managed by the 
foundation. Pacific Gas and Electric Company also reportedly donates $1.4 million in 
charitable funding. Grants in the North Coast for education, planning or community 
outreach campaigns and specialized firefighting equipment went to Mendocino 
County’s Elk Volunteer Fire Department, $15,000; Humboldt County’s Arcata 
Volunteer Firefighters’ Association, $10,000; Briceland Volunteer Fire Department, 
$10,000; Fortuna Fire Protection District, $12,525. Lake County’s Lake Pillsbury Fire 
Protection District, $15,000 and in Del Norte County, to the Yurok Fire Department, 
just under $12,000.

Students are back in person in Kelseyville. Administrators have also added more for 
kids who need further help, including on-demand academic tutoring and mental health 
counseling, all for free. The school district started working with Tutor.com last year so 
kids could access help 24/7. It includes homework support and test prep, essay 
revisions and concept explanations and more. Spanish speakers can access bilingual 
tutors in math, science and social studies, as well as ESL/ELL support. They’re also 
working with Gaggle Therapy for counseling services with a parents permission.
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Donations are being taken by the Community Foundation for those impacted by the 
latest fire in Mendocino County, the Hopkins fire. The fire broke out Sunday and 
burned 257 acres. There’s still no total on homes destroyed, but multiple homes, 
reportedly after the fire ate through dry grass and trees in Calpella, up to Lake 
Mendocino. The Community Foundation’s Disaster Fund is taking money for fire 
survivors who need immediate relief and recovery. The Foundation says they’re 
meeting with local agencies to determine the overall impact and will then distribute 
immediate assistance to households in need. So far the fire is 30 percent contained. The 
Foundation has previously helped those affected by the 2017 Redwood Complex Fire, 
2018 Mendocino Complex Fire, and 2020 Oak and August Complex fires.

Donations can be made at http://www.communityfound.org or by mailing a check to 
204 S. Oak Street, Ukiah, CA 95482.

The last update from Cal Fire was that the fire was still burning, but contained mostly, 
even though only at 30%. The fire has not expanded beyond its 257 acres in at least a 
day. The Cal Fire spokesperson did say however there were spots in Lake Mendocino 
that, even though they were sort of moist, burned anyway. The muddy areas, she says 
were dry enough to start a fire. In the past water bodies could stop a fire, but the current 
drought has left the lake bed dry. 200 structures remain threatened as the damage 
assessment team works to determine how many had burned. One report says at least 20 
structures were gone.  The fire is still under investigation. There are still many areas 
under mandatory evacuation. There are several evacuation centers including at the 
Mendocino County Office of Education.

The Governor remains so, winning in a historic landslide against a recall against him. It 
was only 45 minutes after the polls officially closed, then the election was called for 
Newsom with 65% support. Exit polls and polls just days ahead of the election showed 
Newsom way ahead of conservative talk show host Larry Elder who led a field of 46 
candidates trying to take over Newsom’s job. Republicans had been railing against 
Newsom for mask and vaccine mandates and the shut down of the economy, the first in 
the nation after the pandemic broke early last year. Vice President Kamala Harris and 
the President both came to California in the waning days of the election to campaign for 
Newsom.

An arrest has been made in connection to the Hopkins Fire. The Mendocino Unit of 
CAL FIRE reported they arrested a man for starting the fire last Sunday. They say it’s 
burned multiple structures, threatened hundreds of lives, including response personnel, 
burned 257 acres, and damaged utilities and critical infrastructure. A CAL FIRE officer 
working with the Sheriff’s Office, Ukiah Valley Fire Department and the Mendocino 
County DA’s Office arrested the man yesterday. 20 year old Devin Johnson was taken 
to jail. The CAL FIRE Unit Chief said he was proud of the partnership in the case, and 
said the community is much safer after the arrest. Johnson was on active felony 
probation for an attempted robbery at the time of his arrest and is held without bail.

2 more people have died from COVID19 in Mendocino County. Last night the Public 
Health Office released the info on the two deaths, one a vaccinated person, the other, 
unvaccinated. The 70th death was a 94 year old vaccinated woman from Ukiah. The 
71st person to die in the county was a 68 year old man, also from Ukiah, but he was 
unvaccinated. Public Health is asking residents to use caution as the delta variant 
continues to spread across the country. The news a day after a release about 2 other 
people dying in the county, each of those deaths in unvaccinated residents. Public 
health says the best ways to fight the virus, are getting vaccinated, wearing masks and 
physically distancing from others not in your immediate household.

http://www.communityfound.org/


The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors considering vaccine and/or testing 
mandates in the county have taken a step back as they wait for more guidance. At their 
meeting yesterday it was discussed that Delta Airlines had been charging employees 
who did not want to get vaccinated $200/month to pay for their weekly COVID19 tests. 
This was tossed around at the meeting yesterday as an option as the county doesn’t 
have money set aside… But it was ultimately placed on hold for more study.

A woman from Willits and Potter Valley has been arrested for the death of her newborn 
baby who police say she was nursing while high on meth. 31 year old Heather Allison 
Marsh-Haas, pleaded guilty in court and was convicted in the death of her baby last 
December. While entering her plea, she had to also agree to serve 6 years in prison in 
the case for voluntary manslaughter. That is characterized in Calif. as a violent crime so 
work for good time credits is only limited to 15% of the total sentence imposed. 
Deputies say they were called to the ER at Adventist Health Ukiah Valley last 
December after the one month old newborn was brought in and it could not be revived. 
After blood tests of mom, it was found their was meth in her blood.  The county’s 
pathologist determined the baby died from methamphetamine toxicity.

A man from Covelo has been arrested and formally charged in connection to the murder 
of his cousin. The DA has filed a criminal complaint against 23-year-old Christopher 
James Bettega for the September 4th murder of William Daniel Bettega. Deputies say 
Christopher ran down his cousin with his car 2 Saturday’s ago. Deputies found William 
down on the ground dead. The Sheriff’s Office and California Highway Patrol 
investigators found a car in a nearby drainage belonging to Christopher and set out to 
look for him. He was found last Wednesday and arrested. Another family member, 24 
year old Marijane Bettega has also been arrested for “harboring, concealing or aiding a 
suspect wanted in connection with a felony.”

The Mendocino County Supervisors had quite the task at hand. After over 6,200 
signatures were gathered against the recent Commercial Cannabis Activity Land Use 
Act. County Council Christian Curtis told supervisors they had two choices, repeal their 
ordinance, which could never be revisited, or take it to voters…  On the day of the 
Recall Election, the Mendocino County Registrar of Voters popped into the Board’s 
meeting to tell them there were enough signatures on the petition for them to reconsider 
the matter. So the board ultimately decided to repeal. The Board appeared to be looking 
to make more money for the county. Kate Marianchild with the referendum to rescind 
the Commercial Cannabis Activity Land Use was the first public comment just before 
the board decided to rescind the ordinance.

A man has been arrested after a fire broke out Monday near Garberville. The CAL 
FIRE Humboldt – Del Norte Unit responded to the vegetation fire near mile marker 12 
along the northbound 101. They say it burned about two and ¼ acres of grass and 
brush, damaged an outbuilding, threatened structures, and caused the closure of one 
road. Because of the terrain and visibility, backup was called at the same time CAL 
FIRE had identified a person of interest. Michael Russell was arrested for recklessly 
setting fire to any structure, forest land or property.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors has taken on the latest budget after June budget 
hearings. The budget at just under $307,500,000 with a lot of the money coming from 
the federal stimulus due to the pandemic, the American Rescue Plan Act. Lake County 
got $12.5 million from the act. The County Administrative Officer says they have an ad 
hoc committee figuring out how the money will be spent, with their recommendations 
to be presented to the board in October. She says they can use the money in multiple 
ways including from pandemic response to infrastructure and one possible use could be 
for broadband.
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The Clearlake City Council is set for an update on the recovery after the Cache Fire 
which destroyed an entire mobile home park and part of another. The fire destroyed 138 
structures and burned 83 acres last month. The council is also considering a $6.4 
million contract for the Sulphur Fire Disaster Roadway Improvement Project and will 
discuss extending the local coronavirus emergency declaration and redistricting after 
the 2020 US Census report. The meeting tomorrow night will be streamed on the 
county’s YouTube channel, and local cable.  The council is also swearing in new and 
promoted Clearlake Police Department employees.

PG&E is trimming more trees and clearing brush, grass and other vegetation at over 
4,000 distribution poles in Madera, Lake, Nevada, Yuba and Napa counties by the end 
of the year. The utility company will start soon in Middletown and Cobb. A 
spokesperson with the company says it’s part of their ongoing effort to improve its 
electric system for the safety of its customers and communities, further enhance 
defensible space and slow the spread of potential fires.

The yearly Ukiah Valley Russian River Cleanup has a name. The event this Saturday is 
being called From Street to Creek. They’re inviting folks to come out Saturday and 
volunteer to help Ukiah keep litter out of local waterways. Volunteers can work 
together in groups or alone if they want. They’ll be assigned an area after picking up 
supplies at Low Gap Park. All volunteers have to watch a prerecorded safety video, 
work only within their group and wear a mask and gloves at all times during the 
cleanup.

The City of Ukiah is officially hauling water to Fort Bragg so it can be used in 
unincorporated parts of the coast. The program started last Wednesday, September 
8th with the state’s blessing. Only one truck though was bringing in just 10k 
gallons/day. They were able to secure a second truck this week adding another 13k 
gallons. And apparently, they’re expecting to add onto that at about 55k gallons 
total/day. The project is happening thanks to agreements with the County and the cities 
of Ukiah and Fort Bragg due to the drought emergency. Separately the city of Fort 
Bragg voted to move into a Stage 4 Water Emergency so residents cut their water use 
by 30-40% .

Two people from Covelo have been arrested after a probation visit turned into a drugs 
and weapons bust. Mendocino Deputies at a home last Friday where Jovan Campos 
who was on formal probation was located. Deputies found cocaine, several rounds of 
firearm ammunition and drug paraphernalia.  They say they found Bryan Sanchez 
hiding in the bathroom there too. And he also had an outstanding felony arrest warrant 
for burglary. Since Campos is a convicted felon and prohibited from possessing 
firearms or ammunition he was arrested, and Sanchez was arrested for the warrant. Both 
were held without bail.

A man from Minnesota has been arrested in connection to the murder of another man in 
Westport. Deputies say they got a call for a welfare check after a threatening text 
message was sent by Mark Schwinghammer to family members and that his half-
brother was seen wandering away from a home. He was identified as Timothy Sweet. 
Mendocino Mental Health was also called due to the nature of the situation. Deputies 
spoke to Schwinghammer who claimed Sweet was missing after looking for mussels 
near Wages Creek. Deputies found his body below a rocky cliff. Firefighters and cliff 
rescuers were able to get Sweet’s body out and say he was murdered. There was an 
autopsy done showing a physical assault and Schwinghammer was arrested and booked 
on $500,000.00 bail.

A woman at a Motel 6 in Ukiah has been arrested on several drug and weapons charges 
after police contacted two people there for a car registration violation. Police say the 
passenger, Victoria Lowe told them she had a gun in her sweatshirt. Officers found a 
loaded, unregistered Ruger 9mm, semi-automatic. The driver then consented to a search 
too, but nothing was apparently found so he was released. But Lowe was arrested for 
weapons violations, drug dealing and other charges after 25 individually packaged drug 
packages were found hidden on her.



A man from Gualala has been arrested after reports of a home burglary. Deputies say 
Michah Pilgram forced his way into a 96 year old woman’s home. A neighbor had 
reported a residential burglary nearby after seeing it on a home surveillance system, just 
before the elderly woman was stolen from. Deputies and a Sonoma Deputy and his 
police dog went to the second home but didn’t find anyone there, but saw an empty 
firearm case. The homeowner later confirmed a loaded handgun was missing.  Deputies 
looked at surveillance video and identified Pilgram, who’s currently on probation for 
another burglary in Point Arena in March. He was arrested soon after and found with 
that stolen loaded handgun. He’s charged with various crimes including residential 
burglary, possession of stolen property and possession of a concealed firearm by a 
convicted felon. More charges could be coming. He was held without bail.

Record high levels of cyanotoxin on Clear Lake after routine testing triggered Lake 
County Public Health to send out a warning to people who get their drinking water out 
of the lake. The Public Health Officer, Dr. Gary Pace sent out notice last night that 
those on “private water systems whose tap water comes from their own private intake 
into the lake, in the Oaks Arm and Lower Arm of Clear Lake should not drink the 
water.” He says tests at 15 sites revealed very high levels of cyanotoxin and that public 
health was concerned there may be health impacts if private water systems are not 
effectively filtering out the toxins. He says he’ll give more info at some point today. 
The Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians has been routinely testing the water since 2014. 
They also posted on their Clear Lake Water Quality Facebook page with the same info 
from their samples done Sept. 7th.

Another man in Mendocino County has been arrested in connection to starting a fire. A 
day after a 20 year old was arrested for arson related to the Hopkins fire, 27 year old 
Nathaniel Chim admitted he started a small fire this summer in a dumpster behind the 
Fairfield Inn. When the fire started to grow, he took off. He agreed to a plea deal 
though, which means he’s going to prison for 3 years. He will be formally sentenced 
next month. As far as the Hopkins fire goes, its still at 257 acres, but is now 95% 
contained. But Cal Fire finally released info on damage, confirming 30 homes and 16 
other buildings burned. All of the area’s mandatory evacuations have been downgraded 
to warnings and residents have been able to return home. The charges against the 20 
year old, identified as Devin Johnson were filed with the DA’s office for two counts of 
aggravated arson; one of which was the fire caused property damage and fire response 
expenses were over $8,300,000. The other count was the result of the fire causing 
damage to five or more inhabited structures.

The CHP reports being out for a campaign in Northern Calif. on the 101 to try to curb 
the amount of car crashes where someone dies. The effort throughout the Northern and 
Golden Gate Divisions today. Looking back at statistics from 2019 and 2020, there 
were 1,688 crashes along the 101 in Mendocino, Humboldt, and Del Norte counties 
which caused 682 injuries and killed 35 people. They say the crashes were mostly 
caused by speeding, reckless driving, unsafe lane changes, unsafe turning, following too 
close, distracted driving, and DUI and there were more injuries and deaths from seat 
belt violations.

Reports of a man in Covelo being shot in the neck came in late last night. We have not 
been able to independently verify, however both area reporters Kym Kemp and Matt 
LeFever have posted police and medics were headed to the Buckhorn Bar after reports 
of a male being shot in the neck at about 11:40 p.m. Their reporting goes on to say a 
dispatcher was told they were trying to coach whoever reported the shooting how to do 
CPR, but they were screaming, but CPR was eventually delivered. The reports also say 
whoever the shooter was ran from the scene. Deputies were warned by dispatchers, the 
suspect was dangerous.
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All of the Mendocino National Forest has reopened after a closure related to wildfire 
safety. The USDA Forest Service Pacific Southwest Region ended the California 
national forests closure last night just before midnight, two days ahead of the 
anticipated ending of Sept. 17th. There are however still five national forests that will 
stay closed, Angeles, Cleveland, Eldorado, Los Padres and San Bernardino National 
Forests.  And there are fire restrictions still in place across all California national 
forests. That means visitors are told to check first with local Forest Service personnel 
for info on closures and restrictions specific to the forest being visited.

Over 200 victims of the Dixie Fire spanning five counties are suing PG&E claiming the 
behemoth fire was caused by the utility company’s equipment. It comes at the same 
time the company’s being charged with starting the Kincaid Fire by the Sonoma County 
DA. A law firm in San Diego is representing the plaintiffs even though Cal Fire has yet 
to determine a cause for the nearly 960,600 acre fire. The fire is considered the second 
largest in Calif. history. The utility company admitted there was a tree leaning on a 
conductor on a utility pole July 13th which was the day the fire started in the Feather 
River Canyon. The company says one of their workers also apparently saw fire burning 
at the base of the tree, but characterized it as a healthy green tree. There are two 
lawsuits, they claim “PG&E negligently, recklessly and wantonly failed to maintain and 
operate the electrical equipment in its utility infrastructure”.

With so many kids back in school amidst the pandemic, there is so-called pool testing 
for COVID19. This means nasal swabs from as many as 2 dozen asymptomatic students 
get submitted together for one PCR test. If the test for all is negative, the entire class 
who were tested is considered Covid free. If the test is positive, the individual rapid 
tests are given students and any students who test positive must leave to quarantine. 
Others in the class do not need to quarantine if they test negative two times in that 
week. The tests are given weekly to try to stem any outbreaks. The tests are paid for by 
the state. So far around 700 schools in California have signed up.

A young woman from Novato has been to court after being accused of killing someone 
while driving drunk. 22 year old Keilah Coyle had her preliminary hearing on charges 
of gross vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated. After testimony from witnesses and 
evidence presented by the prosecution including autopsy reports on two victims, factual 
diagrams of the scene and a forensic alcohol analysis the court found there was 
sufficient evidence to take the case to trial. Coyle was released since she had no 
criminal record and was not considered a public safety risk, plus she’s in residential 
treatment. Coyle was charged after the incident in March on Highway 29 north of 
Middletown where she hit a van head on. 53 year old Cassandra Rolicheck and 47 year 
old Miguel Dominguez, both of Clearlake were pronounced dead at the scene. And 
Coyle was arrested for DUI.

Lake County says it still has more than 12,000 votes from Tuesday’s election left to be 
counted. Of those, the Election Office reports that there are 11,000 vote-by-mail ballots 
still out. Also left to be tallied, 1,189 provisional ballots, 98 conditional voter 
registration ballots, and 47 mailed ballots needing further review for various reasons.

Lakeport police are looking for a man wanted on charges that he beat a young child. 
The felony indictment against 33-year-old James Anson of Lakeport alleges that he 
willfully inflicted trauma injury on a child less than 3 years old. Police say Anson 
knows about the investigation and is avoiding them. Officers say he lives in Lakeport 
but was last known to be in Santa Rosa. Lakeport PD also says Anson should be 
considered dangerous because he may have a handgun. If you see him, keep your 
distance and contact law enforcement.



The Ukiah City Council has voted to move ahead with the final phase of a planned 
public trail along sections of unused railroad tracks within city limits. However, the 
Ukiah Daily News reports there is a shadowy proposal by some unnamed investors who 
say they could potentially use the tracks again to haul coal that would eventually be 
loaded onto barges and shipped to Asia. County officials doubt that idea is viable and 
say they would oppose any such proposal. However they think by remaking the decrepit 
railbed into a trail, any plans, however far fetched, to someday run coal trains there 
could be more difficult. The trail would be part of the Great Redwood Trail, stretching 
from San Francisco to Humboldt Bay. If all goes as planned, construction could start 
next year.

The world’s biggest living tree is wrapped in a foil blanket, threatened by wildfires 
burning in the Sierra Nevada. The National Park Service says the huge tree is one of 
dozens of old growth Sequoias in danger. The trees have adapted to fires over the years 
but the most recent flames are so intense that even that natural resilience may not be 
enough. The covering is made of heat resistant material but it can only protect for short 
periods. The General Sherman Sequoia is 275 feet trail and 103 inches around at the 
base. Botanists think it has been growing for around 2,500 years.

State Senator Bill Dodd is having an online town hall for his constituents on various 
environmental issues in the state, including climate change and drought. The virtual 
townhall next Tuesday will include a panel Dodd has rounded up including several 
conservancy officials, including Wade Crowfoot, California Natural Resources 
secretary; Joaquin Esquivel, chair of the State Water Board, and Jay Ziegler, director of 
external affairs for The Nature Conservancy. There will be a Q&A with the panel. You 
can watch on all of the senators social media pages, his senate page and Sonoma cable 
outlets.

The Mendocino County Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder Katrina Bartolomie says they 
still have some ballots left to be processed as part of the official canvass for the recall 
election. Mendocino County has 13,111 Vote By Mail ballots left she says, and 451 
Provisional / Conditional ballots to review, process and count. Of those outstanding, in 
the Supervisorial Districts: the 1st District has 2,812; the 2nd District has 2,169; the 3rd 
District has 3,141; the 4th District has 2,000; and the 5th District has 3,440 ballots 
remaining to process and count. They have 30 days from the date of the election per 
state law to finish.

A woman from Redwood Valley has been arrested after a call to the Sheriff’s office for 
a burglary in progress at the S&B Market. On Tuesday deputies went to the business in 
Manchester and spoke to the owner who says there was a woman inside, who was 
identified as Gloria Slatten who had forced her way in when the market was 
closed. Deputies contacted her, seeing she’d gathered a bunch of grocery store 
merchandise. They arrested her and held her on $15,000.00 bail. The grocery store also 
had about a $4,000.00 loss.

Police in Brentwood have reported to local police they arrested a man from Kelseyville 
for sex crimes against children. 48 year old Matthew Pelton was arrested last month and 
indicted last week on federal manufacturing child pornography charges. They say he 
was associated with the counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, Lake and Sacramento and 
think based on that, there could be more victims who have yet to come forward. 
Brentwood Police are asking anyone with information on potential victims to contact 
them.



The Lake County Public Health Office out with another notice not to drink tap water if 
you get your water from Clear Lake in various sites around the lake due to bad bacteria 
levels. The Public Health Office saying due to severe drought and heat, there are 
unprecedented levels of cyanotoxins in some areas, so individual water systems that 
draw water directly from the lake using a private intake, should refrain from drinking 
water which may become unsafe if high levels of toxins are present. They thanked the 
“hard work” of the Big Valley Band of Pomo Indians, and assistance from the 
Robinson Rancheria EPA, for recognizing the problems with the drinking water before 
any serious health outcomes were reported.  Big Valley had recently sampled 50 of the 
280 private systems drawing water directly from the lake in the Oaks and Lower Arms 
of Clear Lake; and 90% of tested tap water showed cyanotoxin above the safe drinking 
water level advised by USEPA. 

All evacuation orders and warnings related to the Hopkins Fire that started a week ago 
in Calpella, have been lifted. A Nixle alert went out telling residents they could go 
home after the fire burned 257 acres. It’s now 95% contained. Cal Fire reported the fire 
burned at least 30 homes and several other structures. North Coast Opportunities has 
support for individuals and families impacted by the fire. They can apply on their 
website then will receive a call back from a Disaster Case Manager.

The Sheriff’s Office is reaching out to the public to help find two people they say are 
connected to a murder earlier this week in Covelo. The agency says 34 year old Dino 
Michael Blackbear and 32 year old Carina Amanda Carrillo were seen in the Tabor 
Lane area around 12:30 am Weds morning after the murder which happened at the 
intersection of Greeley and State Route 162 an hour earlier. Anyone with information 
of where the two may be are urged to call the Mendocino County Sheriff’s Office, you 
can remain anonymous. 

A tiny, rural school that closed in Hopland, has reopened. Shanel Valley Academy is 
near the 101, just past the Hopland Fire Station where they’ve been since 1953. Back in 
2010 the school closed. But last week, it finally reopened after several community 
members fought to make it so. They petitioned the Ukiah Unified School District last 
year to reopen the school and after a population re-evaluation, it was off to the races. A 
volunteer group created a nonprofit, wrote a school budget and mission statement and 
presented it to the school board late last year. It was approved in January and could 
reopen if the nonprofit paid for the renovations privately. It’s now an independent 
charter school that must adhere to state standards. The group says their emphasis is on 
agriculture, project-based learning and STEAM—science, technology, engineering, arts 
and mathematics. There are 117 students enrolled.

It’ll be in person this year, the Mendocino County Fair and Apple Show is back. The 
event is this weened at the fairgrounds in Boonville. It’s been happened for nearly 100 
years, starting in 1924 in the Anderson Valley. An email went out to the Anderson 
Valley Fair Boosters that the public health office gave them the greenlight. It noted to 
be safe, you should wear a mask, especially indoors, and maintain social distance. They 
have a new category this year, “Freaky Fruits” which will be judged by crowd reaction.

The Lake County Acting Public Health Officer is back. Dr. Charlie Evans was with the 
Board of Supervisors again this week after a medical excursion to Kenya for several 
weeks. He reiterated what we heard from the interim, and former health officer, Dr. 
Gary Pace, that vaccinating and masking are still the best ways to fight COVID-19. 
Evans is an ER doctor. He spoke out on the Zoom meeting after hearing from anti-
vaccine participants. He said it takes everyone working together, and that they want to 
prevent an overrun of hospitals, keep schools open and keep businesses successful, 
saying there’s never been a vaccine as safe as this one. He went on to say, “90% who 
die are not vaccinated, and most are elderly.”
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Sort of like what’s happening on the Mendocino Coast, but different, just the same. 
After Ukiah had to truck water to the very dry coast, now Lake County has to find an 
alternate drinking source, due to bacterial overgrowth in Clear Lake.  Lake Co News 
reports most residents are served by various water systems, but there are private 
systems who get their water from the lake. A toxin produced by too much 
cyanobacteria, called microcystin is in the water after regular tests by the Big Valley 
Band of Pomo Indians. The bacteria may be blamed partly on continued warm weather 
and lower lake levels due to the historic drought.  One test location showed over 
200,000 times what’s considered safe.

A man wanted in connection to a murder in Covelo has reportedly been spotted. Mendo 
Fever reports scanner traffic indicated Dino Michael Blackbear was seen in Fort Bragg 
this weekend. That triggered the Sheriff’s Office, Fort Bragg Police, the Fish and Game 
Dept., and California State Parks officers to descend on the area. They also sent out a 
Nixle Alert for residents in the area to shelter in place. They named the suspect they 
were looking for and his description, saying residents should report any suspicious 
activity and not to call 911 unless they felt their safety was at risk. Law enforcement 
also searching for Carina Amanda Carrillo since last Wednesday night when a man was 
shot in the neck outside the Buckhorn Bar. They say Blackbear should be considered 
“armed and dangerous.”

Nearly $700,000 has been doled out by the California Fire Foundation in wildfire safety 
grants to 55 local fire departments, fire agencies and community groups. The grants 
from the agency’s Wildfire Safety and Preparedness Program will go to six agencies in 
Northern Calif. The grants got an injection of cash from PG&E in charitable funding. 
The program looks to raise awareness about wildfire safety and distribute resources to 
underserved communities in high fire-threat areas. Money went to 3 fire departments in 
Humboldt County, the Elk Volunteer Fire Dept. in Mendocino County, the Lake 
Pillsbury Fire Protection District in Lake County, and the Yurok Fire Department in 
Del Norte County.

A crowd of people almost had to be rescued from the Point Arena pier as the tide got 
too high to leave on their own. Mendo Fever reported hearing on the scanner that 
someone was in the water, but got out and was stuck on some rocks as the tide was 
rising. An air ambulance was sent in along with other resources to help pluck the victim 
from the area. But they were able to get themselves out and walk out and all rescuers 
were told they could leave the scene.

Not unusual in Calif. anymore, a couple of lightning-sparked wildfires have merged and 
are creeping toward a grove of ancient sequoias. The world’s largest tree is wrapped in 
protective foil after the weather shifted and the KNP Complex made a run for the 
Sequoia National Park in the Sierra Nevada. The Giant Forest trees are known as the 
“Four Guardsmen” which are at the entrance to a grove of 2,000 sequoias. The massive 
General Sherman Tree is the one wrapped in aluminum.  It’s 275 feet high and 103 feet 
wide at ground level. There was a red flag warning for the area yesterday which the 
National Weather Service reported could create conditions for rapid wildfire spread.

A Public Safety Power Shutoff is coming to several counties in Calif. including Lake 
County. PG&E made the announcement that starting tonight they will shut off power to 
fire prone areas, but only about 50 or less people will be impacted in Lake, and none in 
Mendocino County. In all there will be about 7,100 customers affected. Power was 
starting to be turned off as soon as 5 am this morning and some were told it would be 
by 10 pm tonight. There had been another 10,000 customers included but that changed. 
Colusa, Glenn, Napa, Tehama and Yolo counties were also affected. Customers will get 
updates today about when they can get their power back. That comes after crews 
inspect their deenergized lines for hazards or damage to make sure it is safe to restore 
power.



The Clearlake City Council will once again discuss the Cache Fire. The meeting will 
cover the latest cleanup and recovery after the Governor declared a state of emergency 
for Lake County due to the fire. That will free up more resources and help with the 
removal of hazardous debris and ash. The cleanup should start in the coming weeks 
after proposals come into the city. The city manager says the Cache fire was prioritized 
as one of the first fire cleanups in the state. There is a site meeting planned too this 
week with the city engineer. Those who lost their homes are being taken care of by the 
city and North Coast Opportunities.

In Lakeport the City Council is taking up organic waste requirements. The city’s 
apparently looking to get an exemption from the state. They’ll take up the matter at 
their meeting tomorrow night. The meeting is open to the public but for those not 
vaccinated, they need a face mask.  The meeting is also happening online. The city’s 
looking to CalRecycle for an exemption to a 2016 law to reduce methane emissions by 
the year 2025. If the city gets CalRecycle’s approval the exemption is valid until Dec. 
31st of 2026.

A special meeting’s being held by the Mendocino County Board of Supervisors to 
declare a local emergency due to the Hopkins Fire. The declaration would free up 
resources from the state due to the arson fire that broke out in Calpella Sept. 12th. They 
will also discuss an urgency ordinance for an administrative permit program so trailers 
can be used to shelter people who lost their homes in the fire. There are regulations 
including needing certain permits for temporary housing. This would allow those 
rebuilding the ability to have a trailer on their property in the boundary of where the fire 
burned, or on a separate property in the county.

A bunch of cases of COVID19 have shut down some schools as the delta variant 
ravaged the country. But overall case and hospitalization rates are on the way down in 
California and around the country. Especially here in children. Ed Source reports an 
infectious disease expert tracking demographic trends says cases have shifted 
substantially towards children and adolescents since the beginning of the school year in 
mid- to late August and that’s led some school districts to mandate vaccines. But 
weekly infection rates for all age groups were way down in California as of June, but 
then spiked in August. With children having higher rates than most adults. The 
Governor tweeted this weekend though that Calif. has the lowest case rates in the 
country.

A woman from Lakeport accused of starting a fire has pleaded not guilty. Court papers 
say 35 year old Jamie Rae Lukens was in court, remotely last week for arson, 
possessing a device for arson and unlawful fire for a fire near a bank in Lakeport which 
spread to trees and shrubs. Two witnesses nearby fingered Luken as the fire starter. 
She’s due back in court in mid October with a  jury trial slated for the 20th. She’s in jail 
on $100,000 bail.

The Lake County Public Health Dept. homing in on the homes that could have tainted 
drinking water due to high levels of bacteria in areas of Clear Lake. Last week we told 
you that routine testing at 15 sites turned up high levels of cyanobacteria and that water 
was unsafe to drink – if the water came from a personal, private intake from the lake. 
They’ve now identified about 280 properties in the Oaks and Lower Arms of Clear 
Lake who draw water from the lake. There are now alternative filling stations for 
potable, drinkable water, one in Clearlake provided by the Golden State Water 
Company, and the other in Kelseyville, provided by Mt. Konocti MWC. The fillable 
stations started Saturday and were only for property owners affected by the Health 
Advisory. There was also a limit of 25 gallons/week per household.
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Lake County Continuum of Care says they’ve got two grants available for rehousing 
and emergency shelter for nonprofits. Two grants through the Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD) Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program. 
Each has just under $124,000. Agencies who apply have to be a 501(c)3 nonprofit, 
government agency including housing authority, or a state or federally recognized 
tribe/tribal entity serving those struggling with homelessness or at-risk of becoming 
homeless in Lake County. Continuum of Care will help make recommendations for the 
grants.

Police in Ukiah say they received reports of shots fired, finding a man with a gunshot 
wound to his hand. It happened earlier today in the 800 block of Cindee Drive. UPD 
Officers, Ukiah Valley Fire Authority and paramedics went to the scene and took the 
victim to Adventist Health Ukiah Valley. Detectives were called to the scene and found 
someone had gotten out of a car and fired 24 shots at two homes. One of the homes was 
hit in an upstairs bedroom window. That’s where the man was shot in the hand. Police 
are searching for a possible suspect.

The Lake County Vet Connect Volunteers are hosting an event at the fairgrounds to 
help at risk and homeless veterans. This Wednesday the annual “Lake and Mendocino 
Stand Down and Resource Fair” is happening from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. to help veterans 
find immediate help. They will have folks there to help with veterans’ services, housing 
and homeless assistance, employment, medical insurance counseling and more. There 
will be various regional veterans’ services and local organizations will be there to meet 
with veterans.

PG&E could be raising rates again because of wildfires, coronavirus challenges and 
other catastrophes. The energy company says they’ve asked for two rate increases 
which could mean a raise so that most customers pay over $200 a month for electricity 
and gas services. Right now the typical electric and gas customer pays a bit under the 
$200/month mark. One of the requests says PG&E needs about $1.47 billion for 
expenses related to wildfire mitigation, some catastrophic events and multiple other 
activities. The filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission last Thursday.

4 more people have died due to the coronavirus pandemic in Mendocino County, for a 
total of 75 deaths. The Public Health Dept. reports being notified of the deaths, 3 were 
vaccinated, one was not. The 72nd death in the county in a 66 year old woman from 
Gualala who had been fully vaccinated with multiple comorbidities. They say she died 
while in Riverside County 2 weekends ago. The 73rd death was a 79 year old man from 
Ukiah who had not been vaccinated. The 74th death in an 85 year old woman from 
Ukiah who was fully vaccinated but had multiple underlying health conditions. And the 
75th death was in fully vaccinated 98 year old woman from Ukiah. The Public Health 
Officer, Dr. Andy Coren says the county’s been seeing a surge in deaths. He says while 
most in this group were vaccinated, they were elderly and with many co-morbidities. 
And he adds overall, however, vaccines are proven effective.

A cold case has warmed up. After almost two years a teenager out of Fort Bragg was in 
national headlines after going missing in San Francisco. News reports said the teen was 
found with 23 year old King John Baylon Asuncion. He was finally in court yesterday 
for coercion and enticement of a minor. Court papers say Baylon persuaded, coerced, or 
enticed a person younger than 18 to engage in a sexual activity, including producing 
child porn. So for that, if he’s convicted, he faces at least ten years in prison and a fine 
of up to $250,000. The case back in January of 2020 caught national attention after the 
then 13 year old who was at a hospital in San Francisco escaped telling her family she 
wanted to go get some air, but she didn’t come back. A server at a restaurant saw her 
alone outside and watched as she met a man and saw them walk off. She reported it to 
police after a missing persons report on Facebook. Baylon was arrested after a transit 
employee also spotted the pair together, but he was released soon after for further 
investigation. The case now taken up by the federal Department of Justice.



A man charged with arson has been to court and will no longer face a jury trial. Alfredo 
Orduno Hopper has instead pleaded no contest to felony arson of property for a fire on 
Old River Road in Talmage in May. Someone driving by, witnessing the fire called 
911. Hopper has agreed he will go to prison for 36 months and he’ll be formally 
sentenced next month. After Hopper is released from prison, he will have to register 
every year as an arson offender for life in the city or county where he lives.

A body has been found on the 101 near mile marker 57. Mendo Fever reports a tip from 
a reader had them calling the sheriff’s office who confirmed detectives and deputies 
were on Highway 101 near the intersection to Highway 162 investigating “badly 
decomposed” human remains. The news site said part of the highway was blocked for 
law enforcement activity. The Sheriff’s office reportedly said there was a nearby 
homeless camp and the remains were a man.

The Mendocino County Public Health Office has a new health order out. After Dr. 
Andy Coren met with restaurant owners and managers he decided not to mandate 
vaccinations, but has put out new signs that need to be placed at the entrance to the 
establishments that are like traffic lights, red, yellow or green. The order is based on 
whether employees are vaccinated or if not whether they test weekly for the virus; and 
whether patrons who are not vaccinated are allowed to dine inside. The color coded 
signs will inform patrons the varying level of risk they take on by entering the business. 
Dr. Coren is encouraging residents to continue supporting small businesses, at the same 
time protecting their health.

A new order by the state insurance commissioner says homeowners and renters in 
nearly 2 dozen Northern California counties, including Mendocino and Lake counties, 
won’t lose their property insurance policies for the next year if they’re near recent 
wildfires. It’s been done before, and State Commissioner Ricardo Lara has done it 
again, issuing the temporary moratorium Monday for 22 counties either next to or 
within the perimeter of a declared wildfire disaster. The moratorium covers around 
325,000 policyholders. The last time it was for 25,000 policyholders in July in three 
Northern California counties and it’s the third year there have been insurance 
moratoriums.

They’re safe, for now. The four famous giant sequoias, the Four Guardsmen, at the 
entrance to the Giant Forest in California’s Sequoia National Park. The trees were 
protected by firefighters working the KNP Complex. They removed vegetation near the 
trees and wrapped them in fire-resistant material around their bases.  The fire is two that 
merged after a lightening storm which has burned over 37 square miles on the western 
slope of the Sierra Nevada. But there’s yet another fire, the Windy fire in the Giant 
Sequoia National Monument area of the forest and the Tule River Indian Reservation. 
Part of a trail to the giant trees has burned. The Windy fire has scorched over 39 square 
miles.

The public safety power shutoff that impacted about 50 Lake County residents is over. 
The power was off less than 24 hours for 56 customers because of fast moving winds. 
PG&E turned off the power for over 7,000 customers, but so far they have not 
announced if there was any damage to their equipment from the wind. It’s the second 
intentional power down by the company in Lake County this fire season.

The Willits Unified School District has added a COVID19 dashboard to its website for 
the school year. At the Board of Directors Meeting 2 weeks ago they discussed 
reopening with students in person full time as the county deals with more cases than 
ever before. So far they reported no suspected school-based staff or student cases as 
students and staff are wearing masks at all times. The superintendent was bringing in a 
company for testing so school staff doesn’t have to test students and each other. The 
board also approved getting a new school resource officer mostly at Willits High and 
Baechtel Grove Middle School.  
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The state of Calif. is expecting many more Afghan refugees. The state already has the 
most in the country, so school officials are getting ready for more students. So far 
Sacramento and Fremont have some of the largest Afghan communities in the state. 
Some of the schools are now offering culturally appropriate meals and there are rooms 
set aside for prayer during Muslim holidays. Others are offering Saturday school for 
English learners. Sacramento schools are expecting as many as 1,200 new students 
from Afghanistan to enroll. Elk Grove they reportedly have about 2,000 student 
refugees from Afghanistan. And San Juan Unified has 3,000.

A mobile home has been destroyed and more homes were damaged in the same 
complex in Ukiah. The Ukiah Valley Fire Authority reports the fire broke out Saturday 
morning in the Rancho Del Rey mobile home park. When the first responders arrived, 
one home was fully engulfed in flames. The resident described only as an older woman 
with a small dog, was able to escape, but she lost her home. The trailers on either side 
had heat and smoke damage. The cause of the fire was unknown. Cal Fire, and the 
Hopland, Potter Valley and Redwood Valley Fire departments were on the scene. 
Apparently the fire was reported by a group of people who were nearby and ran to help.

Two bills Calif. lawmakers passed could help firefighting. The pair are to use 
prescribed fires for wildfire prevention. The bills awaiting the Governor’s signature, 
would have the Cal Fire director identify areas considered moderate and high fire 
severity zones, then the director would appoint a cultural burning liaison to serve on the 
State Board of Fire Services and work with the director on prescribed burns. The other 
introduced by state Senator Bill Dodd and co-sponsored by Assemblyman Jim Wood 
would change state law to ease restrictions on prescribed burning.

A suspected hit-and-run driver caught speeding on Highway 20 in Lake County has 
died after crashing into a tree. The man was reportedly driving along the edge of the 
highway east of Bachelor Valley Road when he hit the tree and his 1998 Mercedes-
Benz rolled. It hit a second tree and burst into flames and the fire spread to nearby 
brush. The man was taken to a hospital but died. The CHP reported witnesses saying 
the guy was going too fast and was driving recklessly before the accident. He was also 
suspected in a hit-and-run crash on Highway 20 west of the intersection with Highway 
29 before he died.

A man from Ukiah has been sent to prison for possession of child pornography. Miguel 
Ramon Flores in court last Friday pleading guilty. On the spot he was sent to prison for 
8 years. He also admitted he had a previous strike on his record out of Tulare County 
for lewd and lascivious acts on a child under the age of 14. That means the child 
pornography term, which is generally 4 years, doubles. Plus any credit for good and 
work time is limited to 20 percent of his overall sentence. He will also have to register 
every year for life as a convicted sex offender. Court papers say he received videos 
from a female acquaintance where she was performing sex acts on her two-year old son 
after they met on the Dark Web.

The Mendocino County Assessor-County Clerk-Recorder Katrina Bartolomie has 
paperwork for those impacted by the Hopkins Fire. Anyone who has damage or 
destruction to their home or any other structure has to file an application for a 
“Reassessment of Property Damaged by Misfortune or Calamity”. That is posted on the 
agency’s website. You can also call the office to get the application mailed to you. It 
applies for anyone who had over $10,000 damage. The application must be sent to the 
Assessor within 12 months of the date of the calamity. An appraiser will contact 
applicants after the Assessor’s office reviews the information. The whole process is 
free.



Another death has been reported in Mendocino County due to the coronavirus. 
Mendocino County Public Health says it was notified of another Mendocino County 
resident lost to the COVID-19 Virus. This time it was an elderly man from Fort Bragg. 
The 96 year old was the county’s 76th death and he was vaccinated. Public Health 
continues to warn to be cautious when putting yourself in a situation where you could 
be exposed, especially due to the more infectious Delta variant which has been ravaging 
the country. The agency also asks you to follow all CDC and CDPH guidance at this 
time. Vaccination, masking and social distancing remain the best options for combating 
the Covid-19 Virus.

People living in Redwood Valley posting on social media they were without power. 
The posts last night after dinner time in the Redwood Valley Community Awareness 
and Information group. Mendo Fever reported about two dozen reports of no power in 
the group. The Pacific Gas & Electric power outage map did show there were some in 
the area in the dark, but it didn’t say how many residences were affected, but maybe as 
many as 50, per the news site. The power company indicated they had a crew out and 
they’d have power restored early this morning. But then about 40 minutes later it was 
500 homes without power. The company sent out an alert that it was 1,200 homes 
altogether, but later their map had the total back down to under 600.

A new fire has burned in Ukiah, but is reportedly out already. Reports yesterday 
afternoon were that the fire had burned three acres along the 1500 block of Low Gap 
Road west of Ukiah. Ukiah High School was evacuated too, just before kids were let 
out for the day. Parents were also told to avoid Low Gap Road when they eventually 
went to pick students up. The fire was reported in dry grass, burning uphill. The 
Battalion Chief for Cal Fire reported even though we had some recent rain, it was not 
near enough, and the fire moved fast through dry grasses because of high temperatures 
and wind. Cal Fire along with Ukiah Valley Fire Authority and the California 
Conservation Corps were on the scene and the Sheriff’s Office and Ukiah Police were 
on Low Gap Road directing traffic through the area.

Reports of a death after an ATV crash in northern Mendocino County. Emergency 
responders on the scene yesterday around 4 p.m. east of Confusion Hill off the Red 
Mountain Access Road on Cat Track Road/BLM Road 10. Reports from responders to 
emergency dispatch said there was one deceased person, but no other info was 
released. 

Another state of emergency declared in Mendocino County, this one because of the 
Hopkins Fire. The Mendocino County Board Of Supervisors declared the emergency 
yesterday at their meeting so that federal and state funds can be funneled in to the 
county for disaster cleanup and recovery.  The county’s disaster recovery coordinator 
reported there were 67 structures destroyed, including 36 single-family homes and 31 
accessory structures. There were also almost 30 vehicles burned, seven trailers and 
three boats.  But all of that was preliminary. There were also damaged roads and water 
infrastructure for one subdivision of homes. Mendo Voice reports there will soon be a 
one day assistance center set up for fire survivors. And the supervisors also gave their 
approval for a permit program for fire survivors to use trailer coaches as temporary 
housing for up to three years on their properties.

West Nile Virus has been detected in Lake County. Lake Co News reports Lake County 
Vector Control said the virus was found in two mosquito samples and in sentinel 
chickens near Upper Lake. The mosquitoes were found in Lower and Upper Lake. It 
comes after other samples this summer near Kelseyville and Upper Lake. Vector 
Control said if there’s virus present in sentinel chickens, it also shows conditions are 
right for human infections from West Nile virus. So of course, they are warning to try 
to avoid mosquito bites and dump or drain standing water, use bug repellant and avoid 
being outdoors when the pests may be present, like dusk and dawn.
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A man killed after a car chase who later died after crashing into a tree has been 
identified. The Lake County Sheriff’s Office says it was 33 year old Claud Walker of 
Willits killed in the crash on Highway 20 Monday afternoon. The CHP reported getting 
a bunch of calls that the man had been driving recklessly and fast in a 1998 Mercedes-
Benz on westbound Highway 20. They reported he may have been in a crash earlier 
with another car at a roundabout at Highway 20 and Highway 29. He eventually 
crashed after the CHP went after him and he ran off Hwy 20 near Upper Lake, hit a tree 
and rolled, then hit another tree. His car burst into flames and he was ejected. There was 
also a fire nearby after that had spread from his car.

It was sort of a wash… Californians didn’t really cut their water consumption as 
requested due to the drought. The Governor was asking a couple of months ago for 
residents to curb water use by 15%. But as of the last report on water consumption, 
which is for the month of July, there was only a 1.8% cut. The state water board says 
we have to do better after Newsom declared a drought emergency in the Russian River 
watershed in April. Data showed people in that region cut their water consumption by 
17% compared to July of 2020. The latest data was released yesterday.

A woman who used to live in Fort Bragg has been sent to prison instead of taking on a 
jury trial for the sexual abuse of her 2 year old son and distributing child pornography 
with him in it. The Mendocino County DA’s office says 21 year old Lena Reid got 14 
years for continuous sexual abuse of a child and using a minor to create for distribute 
child pornography. She will also have to register for life as a convicted sex offender 
wherever she is living.  Police say it comes after she repeatedly sexually abused her 
two-year old son and created pornography to share with others showing her performing 
sex acts on the child. She claims someone threatened her so that’s why she did it. Her 
son is now with his biological father, who the DA says is getting him therapy. 

A man who police say was involved in a honey oil manufacturing business has 
reportedly died after causing an explosion in a trailer in an RV park in Ukiah. Police 
say the 56-year-old Ukiah man died at a hospital in Sacramento County after he was 
severely injured Sept. 9th where there were also a couple of children inside. Both 
children had to go to the hospital, but are home now and expected to be fine. Police say 
they were not the man’s children, but they were somehow related. The explosion 
happened at the Manor Oaks Mobile Estates in the 700 block of East Gobbi Street. The 
fire was out when firefighters arrived. The man’s name was not released.

A man from Lakeport has been arrested after a car crash on the Nice-Lucerne Cutoff. 
The other driver was killed in the crash yesterday morning east of Highway 29 near 
Clear Lake. The CHP reports 35 year old Steven Pruitt was in a 2016 Camaro headed 
west on the Cutoff, just west of the Rodman Slough, when he crossed into the 
eastbound side of the highway and crashed into a 1996 Honda Civic. The CHP reports 
the Camaro ended up on one side of the Cutoff and the Civic on the other, but the driver 
of the Civic died. North Shore Fire was on the scene. Pruitt had minor injuries and cops 
say he was high on drugs and arrested. He was booked into Lake County Jail after being 
medically cleared.

Public Health in Sonoma County says 135,000 residents are eligible for a vaccine 
booster when it’s approved by the federal government, as expected. Last week the FDA 
approved the 3rd shot of the Pfizer vaccine for those 65 or older or immune-
compromised. Yesterday they added 2 more groups, those at risk of getting sick due to 
their job, and those 18 and older at severe risk from the virus. The Sonoma County 
vaccine chief says the CDC is now considering the third shot for the groups. But only 
those who got the Pfizer shot six months ago would be eligible. At the same time the 
county reported three more deaths due to the pandemic, all 3 unvaccinated.



California is saying no to giant retailers firing warehouse staff if they don’t meet quotas 
which mean they wouldn’t get bathroom and rest breaks. The new law just signed by 
the Governor. It seems to be aimed at Amazon and companies like it who reportedly 
discipline staff for following health and safety laws. It would also allow employees to 
sue their employers to get rid of the unsafe quotas or retaliate. Supporters of the bill 
were reportedly eyeing Amazon as their why. The governor, upon signing the bill into 
law said corporations should not be able to put profit over people.

An illegal cannabis farm found littered with trash. Officers with the California 
Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) armed with a search warrant were in the 
Laytonville in the area of the 9000 block of Branscomb Road. Agents found no permit 
or state license for the cultivation operation in the South Fork Eel River watershed 
where there are several threatened and endangered birds and fish.  And in the middle of 
severe drought any operation potentially harming waterways can harm wildlife too. 
Agents found multiple bags of trash near water and water diversions. There were nearly 
600 illegal plants pulled and more than 150 pounds of illegal processed cannabis was 
destroyed.

A police chase in Ukiah ended with the suspect crashing into two cars. Mendo Fever 
reports the crash happened last night near Slam Dunk Pizza just before 9 p.m. on North 
State Street. Reports say the driver that hit the other two was zig-zagging around a 
parking lot, then raced through the city hitting speeds of up to 70 mph. The news site 
says the driver had a criminal record. He was stopped at the south entrance of the 
Safeway parking lot after crashing into a red Jeep SUV and a green Subaru Forester.

A woman from Clearlake Oaks has been arrested in connection to the death of her 
boyfriend. Court papers say Tammy Sue Grogan-Robinson was arrested last month in 
Missouri after reports Charles McClelland of Rohnert Park was killed at her home. His 
body was found July 7th after she reported the man had assaulted her. The whole story 
proved to be bogus, but she had reportedly left town. Lake County deputies said the 
shooting was not justified and filed with the DA’s office to arrest her for murder. She 
was finally arrested August 13th in Missouri where the woman has family. She was just 
extradited back to Lake County. She has also reportedly asked the court previously if 
she could represent herself, but she had a lawyer with her this week and decided to use 
a lawyer instead. She was held on $2 million bail., which may be adjusted at her next 
court appearance.

A tree from Calif. headed to Washington DC as part of their yearly Christmas 
decorations will make a pitstop in Ukiah. The Six Rivers National Forest is working 
with the nonprofit Choose Outdoors. The tree is coming to the Pear Tree Shopping 
Center on Halloween as part of the “Six Rivers, Many Peoples, One Tree” exhibit. The 
White Fir tree stands 84 feet tall and will be harvested one week before the exhibit. The 
tree will also be part of more than 2 dozen outdoor community celebrations before it 
gets to its final stop, the U.S. Capitol on Nov. 19th.

Police have arrested a man in Ukiah after calls about a man getting in and out of his car, 
dancing around and taking off his clothes in public. When police arrived each time, the 
guy was gone. Police say they believe he was drunk.  They identified him as Marcelino 
E. Anguiano and say when they saw his car, it was straddled between lanes, but when 
he saw them he hung a U-turn and took off. They chased him for about ten minutes 
while he drove on the wrong side of the road, ran stop signs and drove on the sidewalk. 
They tossed down spike strips and he kept driving. He finally crashed and rolled, hitting 
a couple other vehicles, one a parked car. That person was taken to the hospital. 
Anguiano was found to be on probation for Evading a Police Officer so he was arrested 
and held on $35,000.00 bail.
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The official redistricting for the State of Calif. after last year’s US Census has been 
released.  The Redistricting Commission Chair says they’ve been preparing and the 
redrawing of lines for the state’s congressional, State Senate, Assembly and Board of 
Equalization districts will be transparent. The data informs the Commission and local 
jurisdictions so they can start the process of building new electoral districts. By law 
cities and counties have to use the database from the state to redraw the boundaries 
every ten years so the population is evenly allocated among the new districts.

They’re accepting applications for participants in the city of Ukiah’s PumpkinFest 
Parade. The theme this year is “Steampunk Pumpkins”. You can grab an application at 
the city’s website and at the Community Services Department at 411 W. Clay St. It’s 
$25 to enter. They will give out prizes to Junior Groups, Walking Groups and 
Decorated Vehicles. The parade is at the Redwood Empire Fairgrounds on Saturday, 
Oct. 16, starting at 10 am, and happens rain or shine.

Bike Angels is helping those impacted by the Cache Fire in Clearlake. They’re hosting 
a bike giveaway on October 9th for Cache Fire Survivors from noon to 2 p.m. at Lower 
Lake Elementary School. The fire was on August 18th and burned 83 acres, and 56 
homes and 81 outbuildings. The group came together after the 2015 Valley fire and has 
done several other giveaways too. This would be the group’s eighth giveaway. So far 
they’ve donated over 1,400 bicycles.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has turned down a request to allow more 
time for a proposal to run the Potter Valley Hydroelectric Project starting next year. The 
Two Basin Partnership had asked for a pause in the licensing process to refine its plan 
to take over the project after PG&E’s license to run it expires next April. The 
Partnership said it needed until May 31st to finalize its work, with the needs of both the 
Russian and Eel River basins taken into account. Congressman Jared Huffman, who has 
worked on that Two-Basin solution, calls the FERC decision a new chapter in the 
pursuit of a revitalized Potter Valley Project. He pledges to continue looking for 
common ground among the parties involved.

Senator Mike McGuire has introduced a bill to stop a shadowy proposal to ship 
millions of tons of coal from the San Francisco Bay to Humboldt Bay using the now-
defunct North Coast Rail route. Some of those tracks run through Mendocino County. 
McGuire says any such project would be a toxic threat to both the Russian and Eel 
River basins. The proposal is backed by anonymous financiers in Wyoming. They have 
yet to reveal where their money is from. McGuire says the plan is the work of those he 
calls bad actors, who would risk an environmental calamity to line their own pockets. 
His Senate Bill 307 bans any rail service on the old line north of the City of Willits. 
Though the specific plan is shrouded in mystery, it would reportedly bring the coal to 
Humboldt Bay, put it in ships, and take it to Asia for plants there to be burned.

New figures are out about the last seven days of Covid-19 in Mendocino County. There 
were 37 new reported cases and no new reported deaths. The latest figures from the 
county show the daily positive test rate is down by 1.6 percent to 38.44. The county 
department of health reports that 10 people are in the hospital—5 of them in the ICU. 
The majority of cases continue to show up in people who have not been vaccinated. Of 
the 37 newly reported cases, 9 were under 18, 10 were from 19 to 34, 12 were between 
35 and 64, while 6 were over 65. Of the 50,500 people who have been fully vaccinated, 
339 have gotten sick, or less than 1 percent. The department continues to urge people to 
get vaccinated and wear masks where there is close contact.



The Fort Bragg City Council will be discussing an ordinance to put a hold on Cannabis 
Dispensaries in the Inland Zone Area. The measure would impose a 45-day moratorium 
on those approvals. Back in January, the council held a public hearing on the denial of a 
permit for the proposed Sunshine Holistic Cannabis Microbusiness on N. Franklin 
Street. The question was put off because a majority of the Council members receiving 
that appeal couldn’t agree. A meeting earlier this month had the same result. The 
sticking point is public opposition to residential uses near that proposed dispensary. 
Because it is a mixed-use neighborhood, the planning commission felt that the proposal 
incompatible with that area. At its meeting on Monday, the council will discuss whether 
ALL applications and permits should be put off for at least 45 days for review of 
existing Cannabis Business regulations. There is currently one such application for a 
dispensary on Franklin street in the old Sears building. The virtual council meeting is at 
6PM. The link to watch or comment is on the city website.

The Mendocino County Grand Jury has started its work. 18 people from around the 
county will oversee local governments such as county and city departments and school 
districts. The grand jury generally gets its business through citizen complaints or its 
own internal discussions. Those complaints and those discussions are confidential, but 
the grand jury’s findings are public. Members serve one-year terms.

The Lake County Board of Supervisors is getting behind a federal proposal to expand 
the Berryessa Snow Mountain National Monument. Lake Co News reports the council 
has written a letter backing a bill introduced by congressman john Garamendi that 
would allow for that expansion. It would add 4,000 acres in Lake County to the 
Monument that has been around since 2015. That land is in the Walker Ridge area, 
which is owned by the Bureau of Land management. Members Bruno Sabatier and E J 
Crandell  urged the council to back the bill, which they say would preserve Walker 
Ridge from future development. Sabatier says the land is full of rare plants and is along 
a flyway for migrating birds. The vote to send the letter to Garamendi – as well as 
Congressman Mike Thompson, Assemblywoman Cecilia Aguiar-Curry, and Senator 
Mike McGuire – was unanimous.

The Army Corps of Engineers says the Hopkins Fire in Mendocino County did a lot of 
damage to a couple recreation areas. The Corps toured the Pomo B and Pomo C sites 
and calls the damage there significant. The recreation areas remain off-limits until 
further notice.

The South Ukiah Rotary Club is lending a hand to victims of the Hopkins Fire. The 
club is taking donations into a dedicated account to help out. 100% of the money will 
be used for assistance. The website southukiahrotary.org has more information on how 
you can contribute. The fire scorched 257 acres along the west shore of Lake 
Mendocino.

The California Contractors Licensing Board is urging people who are rebuilding after 
wildfires to make sure anyone they hire is qualified to do the job. The board says 
unlicensed people and transient criminals have been trying to take advantage of fire 
victims. Anyone who does work totaling more than $500 has to be licensed. Unlicensed 
workers can be charged with a felony. The board also says wildfire debris removal 
should only be done after reviewing federal and state rules or contacting local officials. 
The Governor’s Office of Emergency services has information on that. CSLB has also 
set up a Disaster Help Center webpage at CSLB.ca.gov.
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A call to a head on crash in Ukiah after one driver loses control of their vehicle and 
crosses the double yellow line on Highway 20 just east of Marina Dr. The driver in 
a Dodge Ram pickup, towing another Dodge Ram pickup on a flatbed trailer and 
suddenly crossed over onto the other side of the highway, hitting a big box truck. The 
driver of the Ram did not have on a seatbelt and died from their injuries. The driver of 
the box truck ended up in the hospital. The CHP is investigating to see if 
alcohol and or drugs were a factor in the crash.

The fire still burning near the Great Sequoias in the Sierra Nevada. The trees are 
reportedly still threatened as firefighters work to slow the forward progress of the 
Windy Fire. It’s burning on the Tule River Indian Reservation and in the Sequoia 
National Forest, including Giant Sequoia National Monument. So far it’s burned over 
133 square miles and is only 2% contained. Local neighborhoods have also been 
evacuated and 2,000 homes and 100 commercial buildings are threatened. And inside 
the Sequoia National Park, two fires ignited by lightning to become the KNP Complex 
is 8% contained.

Those working at any of the prisons in the state have to get vaccinated or have a 
religious or medical exemption. The latest order after an outbreak last year that ended in 
the death of 28 inmates and a correctional officer at San Quentin. The prison guard’s 
union is appealing the requirement. But over 50,000 California inmates have gotten the 
virus and as many as 240 have died. A judge with the power to mandate the vaccine 
says the new policy will “lower the risk of preventable death and serious medical 
consequences among the incarcerated”. As of yesterday there were 218 active inmate 
infections and 357 active employee infections.

After the presidential election went to all mail voting, it’s now become a permanent 
fixture for Calif. elections. An Assembly Bill signed into law yesterday makes Calif. 
the 8th state to require every voter uses a mail in ballot. The Bill’s author Assemblyman 
Marc Berman says studies show if everyone gets a mailed ballot, they have more 
access, and they tend to vote. The new law goes into effect in January. It requires all 
ballots get mailed to all registered voters for statewide elections in June and November.

More water is getting to drier areas of the county as the City of Ukiah allows water to 
be taken to Fort Bragg by truck. The state Department of Water Resources also 
announced last week it would grant Mendocino County up to $2 million for its water 
hauling program. The money is coming from a $28 million Small Community Drought 
Relief program. The City of Ukiah also got over a quarter million dollars for a couple 
of potable water pumps that could help get water to neighboring districts during the 
historic drought. Coastal communities are getting hit bad, with some businesses 
reporting dry wells.

Not everyone can make it back to school for in person learning because of stay home 
quarantines, fear of COVID-19 and general disengagement from school. Schools in 
Northern Calif that were historically reporting high attendance are also dealing with 
widespread absenteeism — students who have missed more than 10% of school days. 
The official numbers have not been released by the state Dept. of Education, but 
apparently some districts were reporting their numbers to Ed Source, a news 
publication. Some of them reported 25-30% of students were chronically absent. It 
comes after the Governor urged all schools to reopen for face to face learning this fall 
semester. But COVID19 cases are soaring.
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A group looking to require businesses in Calif. to report workplace COVID19 
outbreaks says they’re going to fight to make it so even after a bill failed in the 
legislature. Assemblymember Eloise Gómez Reyes authored a bill that would have 
required the State Department of Public Health to report COVID-19 outbreaks by 
location of the business, but it was dropped from the bill so companies are still allowed 
to keep outbreak info private. So health officials just report outbreaks by industry 
without location or company name. Another bill was introduced to add on to last year’s 
disclosure bill that would uncover COVID outbreaks among guest farmworkers. That 
bill was opposed by Assembly Republicans and business groups. Some say it was like a 
public shaming.

Another crime charged against Pacific Gas and Electric, this time it was the Zogg Fire 
that killed four people and destroyed several hundred homes in Shasta County. The DA 
announced over 30 charges against the utility including 11 felonies. The DA’s office 
reported the utility giant was “criminally liable” for the fire, which burned near 
Redding. It started just about one year ago and ravaged some rugged terrain of the 
Sierra Nevada and neighborhoods. State investigators this past March determined the 
fire ignited after a pine tree fell on a PG&E transmission line. Shasta and Tehama 
counties sued for negligence for not removing the tree which they had marked for 
removal two years before.

Some balloons getting caught up in electricity lines had turned the power off for 
hundreds in Redwood Valley. Pacific Gas & Electric reports mylar balloons that 
contacted overhead power lines switched the power off for 743 customers Monday 
night around 5pm. They had to inspect the lines before turning them back on due to the 
company’s “enhanced power line safety settings”. That started with the energy 
company’s public safety power shutoff events. So the company sent crews to inspect 
the lines in a chopper because of the rugged terrain. Balloons have previously caused 
hundreds of power outages in both Lake and Mendocino counties and other parts of 
PG&E’s service territory, disrupting electric service to over 250,000 homes and 
businesses.

A state official in Utah and two federally recognized tribal nations reportedly spoke this 
spring about shipping coal from Rocky Mountain states along the Northern California 
coast then out to Humboldt Bay to be shipped overseas. The Salt Lake Tribune 
newspaper got ahold of an internal memo from a port agency in Utah showing coal 
industry companies in Montana and Utah had been in discussions for the move, but 
there’s been public outcry, and moves to quash any clandestine plans to move coal 
through Northern Calif. on a defunct rail line planned for a rail trail instead.

The top utility regulator in Calif. who’s been overseeing PG&E’s bankruptcy and 
ensuing criminal cases, has resigned. Marybel Batjer did not say why she’s leaving in 
an email to staff at the California Public Utilities Commission, leaving the Governor to 
have to search for her replacement. Her term was not supposed to end until the end of 
2026. Pacific Gas & Electric Co., as you may recall filed for bankruptcy in 2019 after 
the devastating Camp fire. The utility is facing a slew of charges for its old equipment 
starting fires. Just last week 4 charges of manslaughter were filed against the state’s 
largest investor-owned utility, after the company already pleaded guilty to 84 counts of 
involuntary manslaughter related to the Camp fire.

The new-ish superintendent of schools in Middletown has been terminated. After a 
closed session of the School District Board Monday Superintendent Michael Cox was 
released from his contract. The board president thanked Cox for his service and thanked 
the community for their patience and support. Cox was just hired in April of 2020 after 
he led an Alternative Education Center in the Silver Valley Unified School District in 
Southern California. The district board didn’t say why they ended Cox’s contract, but 
Lake Co News reports the board had 10 closed session evaluations of Cox since he 
started the job and since this past June, three about his performance and three during 
regular meetings. All closed door sessions.



Bail has been denied for a woman from Clearlake Oaks charged for the death of her 
boyfriend after she said he raped her, then left the state. Tammy Sue Grogan-Robinson 
was in court yesterday to face charges in the murder of her boyfriend, Charles Vernon 
McClelland of Rohnert Park who was found at her home in July. He was shot several 
times with a handgun. She left soon after, ending up in Missouri, where she was later 
arrested, then extradited back. Her lawyer asked for her $2 million dollar bail to be 
lowered, but the Deputy DA in the case argued she should get no bail since she’s a 
flight risk, calling the murder premeditated. And the prosecution won that argument 
with Grogan-Robinson held without bail. She’s due back in court Oct. 13th. 

The Lake County Board of Supervisors is having a series of public hearings on the 
redistricting process. As we’ve been reporting, this happens every decade as the US 
Census comes out to make local and state political districts more evenly distributed 
with population growth. All of the board’s hearings will be in the board chambers, but 
you can also join on Zoom. They will take public input.

Adding on to the mandate for healthcare and other state workers to get the COVID-19 
vaccine, the California Department of Public Health has issued a new health order 
requiring vaccines for those working in adult, senior care and at in-home direct care 
settings. The director of the agency says we have to do all we can to keep the most 
vulnerable communities safe from the continuing threat of the COVID19 pandemic. 
There have been nearly 20,000 confirmed outbreaks and almost 50% of them were in 
health care, congregate care, and direct care settings. 22% of all of them were in adult 
and senior care facilities and in-home direct care settings. The new mandate says 
workers must initiate the vaccine by Nov. 30th.

A man from Ukiah has been killed in a single car crash after his pickup went down a 
steep hill on highway 1. The CHP reports the driver was in a Dodge pickup which burst 
into flames after the crash north on the highway, just north of the Heritage House near 
Little River at Frog Pond Road. Officers say he was driving too fast and couldn’t make 
a sharp turn, went off the highway, down the hill and rolled multiple times before 
coming to a stop on its roof. Also, he was not wearing a seatbelt.

The company METALfx, located in Willits gets its 15 minutes of fame. The precision 
metal fabricator has been a featured player on “Manufacturing Marvels”. The series 
shows off North American manufacturing companies on the Fox Business Network. 
The president of the company expressed utter joy at the appearance, which happened 
last Wednesday night. The president of the company says they have small town charm 
and they were excited to share that with a wider audience.

There won’t be extended school days or the school year either in Calif. for elementary 
schoolers. Governor Newsom’s administration had put money into extra time for 
students, but school districts and charter schools are reportedly still struggling to find 
teachers, substitute teachers, bus drivers and contact tracers. Superintendents tell Ed 
Source they’re still struggling with reopenings and new policies amidst the continuing 
pandemic. The Legislature has agreed to push a deadline for extending school and the 
budget attached to it, until next year. That’s $1.75 billion as just the first installment in 
a $5 billion deal to fund full school days and full school years for kindergarten to sixth 
grade.

Johnson’s Beach in Guerneville is up for sale. It’s been over six years since the owners, 
former financiers, Dan Poirier and Nick Moore bought the place. The 11 acre beach 
along with a lodge and cabins are on the market for over $3.5 million dollars now that 
the beach season has officially ended. The realtor says there’s been a lot of interest in 
the property and they are apparently accepting offers through Monday. The beach is a 
couple of blocks from Main Street and has been a Russian River landmark for years.
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A group of doctors, nurses and other medical staff at Adventist Health Howard Hospital 
have written a scathing letter to the editor regarding hospital capacity and residents who 
are not getting vaccinated. The letter to mendofever.com says they’ve been running 
Howard Hospital for weeks around 140% capacity due to the Covid 19 delta surge. 
They go on to say the ICU is full and more deaths are coming and that the overwhelm is 
due mostly to the un-vaccinated and patients are increasingly younger. They are 
imploring residents to get vaccinated. They also say to continue masking, distancing 
and washing hands, but that is dwarfed by the effect of getting your vaccination. The 
letter also says 3 counties with the lowest vaccination rates have the highest case rates 
and death rate than any country worldwide. And the 3 with the lowest case rates, have 
the highest vaccination rates.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors meeting spent some time on the drought. 
Supervisors got a status report on the water hauling taking place by truck out of Ukiah. 
They heard from the Drought Ad Hoc Committee members on potential future steps to 
help communities and find money to pay for the water hauling. The county did receive 
some money from the state. The supervisors heard there is enough capacity to use three 
water haulers. They also discussed being proactive for future water storage needs. The 
board also talked about having a member represent the County’s 
Redevelopment/Successor Agency Oversight Board, for which Mo Mulheren was 
appointed.

The body of a man found nearly a half century ago has finally been identified. The Lake 
County Sheriff’s Office reports human remains found in a heavily wooded area near 
Highway 29, in Lower Lake in 1976 were Leopoldo Torres Melendez of Puerto Rico. 
Through the years, the death was found to be a murder from blunt force trauma to the 
head, but the victim’s identity was always a mystery. Back in 2007 the skull and teeth 
were sent to the California Department of Justice for analysis and a partial DNA profile 
was noted, but there was never a match. But last year a DNA technology company was 
tapped to try to identify the victim, which they did. His family confirmed he was 
missing back when he was about 41 years old from San Francisco. The Sheriff’s Office 
says they’ll try to find out what happened to him, but it’s probably the suspect is elderly 
or deceased.

Nine more deaths from COVID19 have been reported in Mendocino County the last 
two days. The Public Health Dept. reported they also have been notified of the first 
pediatric hospitalization due to the virus. The deaths and child case come as the Public 
Health Officer, Dr. Andy Coren reported to the board of supervisors the most recent 
deaths were mostly in elderly vaccinated individuals, 2 were unvaccinated. Dr. Coren 
told the board, that mostly the deaths, severe cases and hospitalizations have been in 
unvaccinated individuals, that those vaccinated who die are an average age of 95 and 
those unvaccinated are an average age of 68.  He says 8 recent deaths are related to two 
outbreaks at nursing homes. There have now been 82 deaths in the county attributed to 
the virus.

California Gov. Gavin Newsom has signed more than a half dozen new bills into law 
that have to do with the homelessness problem in the state. The Press Democrat reports 
there may be tens of thousands of Californians living in encampments in large and 
small cities statewide. Reports say the state has spent over $2.4 billion dollars on 
homelessness programs, to lease hotel or motel rooms for the unsheltered during the 
pandemic, but the problem persists, something the Gov. has acknowledged. The latest 
budget includes another $7.4 billion for 30 housing and homelessness projects and 
programs. And a total over two years of $12 billion. Most of the money goes to local 
governments, but one new law calls for accountability. And schools will have to 
identify homeless students to refer them for help.



The Calif. Public Utilities Commission has heard from a consumer group about getting 
broadband and other wireless services to those without. The independent consumer 
advocacy office is part of the California Public Utilities Commission. They’re urging 
the commission to hear about getting baseline service so that all Californians can have 
reliable broadband and wireless services. The office says the time is right to talk to the 
public and other stakeholders to ensure they can reliably work from home and be able 
to communicate with healthcare, education, and public safety services, especially now 
during the pandemic. The Public Advocates Office is pushing the commission to look 
at building on existing service, find ways to monitor broadband and wireless service 
performance and find ways to enforce so companies have to provide services in a 
customer’s best interests. 

More demonstrations at the Jackson Demonstration State Forests. Even though it was 
muddy, and rainy, protestors were there trying to stop logging. Cal Fire previously 
“paused” logging operations for the Caspar 500 timber harvest plan, where the one 
hundred year old redwood “Mama Tree” sits after protestors confronted loggers. 
There’s been no logging since. But this week roadblocks were put up so nobody could 
get into Soda Gulch as local monitors say they saw roads being built and trees being 
felled again. The logging stopped again earlier this week as protestors descended on the 
forest.

$1.5 million dollars is being distributed amongst the three counties that are the Emerald 
Triangle to try to curb the amount of black market marijuana grows creating nonstop 
crime in the region which is also losing water by the day. State Senator Mike McGuire 
says the grows are “wreaking havoc in our communities and giving a black eye to the 
permitted industry”. He says $600,000 each will go to Humboldt and Mendocino 
counties, and $300,000 to Trinity. He says the money is to help police eradicate large, 
unpermitted grows causing serious environmental degradation, like illegal water 
diversions and threats to endangered wildlife, or if they involve organized crime. 
Mendocino Sheriff Matt Kendall says he thinks his team can “knock out several of the 
biggest, baddest and ugliest grow sites” now.

The Mendocino County Board of Supervisors has approved using about a quarter 
million dollars of Measure B money each year to create a Crisis Respite Service in Fort 
Bragg. The money will be distributed over four years with more potentially to come 
from other sources like grants and Medicaid. The Director of Mendocino County 
Behavioral Health & Recovery Services says the service will be a home for those who 
don’t exactly match the criteria for the Crisis Treatment Center. He says it’s best to 
move people out of ER’s and instead match them with other mental health resources. 
Fort Bragg residents now have to go to Ukiah for such services. The new service would 
have four to six beds.

A Toyota Prius has caught fire, thankfully nobody was inside. Last Friday Fort Bragg 
police say they got a call to the 1000 block of Glass Beach for a vehicle fire. When they 
got there, they found the car fully involved. Their report was that there was someone 
inside at the time, but they say it was empty. However, they found a cellphone nearby. 
The owner was Adam Snyder from Arcata and police are trying to locate him or anyone 
in the car when the fire started.



Representatives from PG&E at the latest Lake County Board of Supervisors (BOS) 
meeting. The topic was the amount of intentional power downs in fire related weather. 
The utility’s Community Wildlife Safety Program was presented to the board by 
representatives of the utility. They say PG&E is trying to support the area before, 
during and after a fire with the new program that will help reduce wildfire potential, 
improve situational awareness, and reduce the impacts of Public Safety Power Shutoffs. 
It includes inspecting and repairing lines, vegetation management and the power 
downs. The company says they’re adjusting as they get feedback. Supervisors said they 
appreciated their presence at the meeting, but said they didn’t meet their expectations. 
They one by one complained about communication, outages and undergrounding wires 
instead of building new ones above ground. There was also some questions about 
getting residents reimbursed for lost food and supplies due to the power downs.

Several California hospitals say most of their employees have gotten the vaccination. 
Cal Matters reports Kaiser Permanente, Dignity Health, Keck Medicine and other major 
hospital systems in the state say they’re close to meeting the deadline from the state on 
the COVID-19 vaccination mandate. The news site says several of the healthcare 
companies cited vaccination rates of 90% or higher. State health officials have added a 
new mandate too for in-home, hospice, disability center and senior center health care 
workers to get their shots. They have until Nov. 30th.

A bit of a scandal for the state Treasurer. California state Treasurer Fiona Ma has 
reportedly been trying to save the state money by sharing hotel rooms with employees, 
something some say is a professional no-no. She’s also being sued. The Sacramento 
Bee reports the former head of the Tax Credit Allocation Committee, Judith Blackwell 
is suing for sexual harassment, racial discrimination and wrongful termination. The 
newspaper reports Ma shared a hotel room with her chief of staff, Genevieve Jopanda 
over a dozen times in two years, and she stayed with four other aides on a trip at a three 
bedroom property. The newspaper reports the lawsuit alleged Ma showed her naked 
rear end to Blackwell and got into bed with her and gifted her jewelry and edible 
marijuana. Blackwell’s suit claims she lost her job for rejecting Ma’s advances.

The state’s eviction moratorium is about to be over. The program was for renters and 
landlords with the state putting up over $584 million dollars so far. The Mendocino 
Voice news site reports some of the smaller towns in the county are being hit, not only 
by a lack of housing, but people who are leaving other areas to take over places and 
leave the big city permanently. The news site says some folks are moving more into 
congregate living situations which is concerning to essential workers and healthcare 
providers due to the potential impact it could have in regards to COVID-19. The news 
site also reports there are nearly 1,700 households behind on rent in Mendocino County 
adding up to over six million dollars.

Those living in areas that had wildfires this year can apply for a temporary waiver to 
get hot food as part of the SNAP program. The USDA announced their Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program/CalFresh will allow the waiver for residents who were 
evacuated to shelters where they couldn’t store food or access cooking facilities. 
Normally the recipients of the program cannot access hot foods, but SNAP has 
authorized this until the end of October for Tehama, Trinity, Butte, Glenn, Humboldt, 
Mendocino, Plumas, Shasta, and Siskiyou counties.
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