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I. Education/Schools/Youth

Greater Boston, L 07/17/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“After Being Attacked Online, A Town Leader Asks: How Are Kids Being Protected?” – 
Bullies are bad enough on their own, but when you add in the internet, they can be 
downright cruel. That's why one local town official is speaking out about how he's been 
targeted -- and how it's made him so much more worried about kids, especially those with 
disabilities. Stephanie Leydon reports.

Greater Boston, L 09/03/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Teaching Blind Students How To Fence To Help Them Navigate The World” – Like 
many competitive sports, fencing requires quick reflexes and physical grace — but it 
does not necessarily require the ability to see. Gabrielle Emmanuel shows us how 
learning to fence is helping some teenagers better navigate the world.

PBS Newshour, N 07/26/19, 6pm, 60 min.
Public school districts have made headlines in recent months for putting children in the 
middle when their parents owe money for their school lunches. The controversial 
practice, known as “lunch shaming,” has sparked national outrage and prompted a 
conversation about how these debts are handled. John Yang reports and talks to Crystal 
FitzSimons of the Food Research & Action Center.

II. Housing/Urban Development

Greater Boston, L 07/01/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Boston City Councilor Michelle Wu Speaks Out Against MBTA 'Unfair' Hikes” – 
Boston City Councilor Michelle Wu and Chris Dempsey, the director of Transportation 
for Massachusetts, joined Adam Reilly, in for Jim Braude, to discuss the recent MBTA 
fare hikes.

Greater Boston, L 09/13/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Massachusetts Ends Its Electric Car Rebate” – They don’t need gas, they barely make a 
sound, and advocates say they can help save the planet. And yet, electric cars haven’t 



exactly caught on. Now a rebate program designed to get more Massachusetts residents to 
buy them is about to end. Stephanie Leydon has a look at the impact of the rebates and 
the future of electric cars.

PBS Newshour, N 07/02/19, 6pm, 60 min.
Heating and cooling buildings consumes 40 percent of energy used across the world. As 
climate change continues to threaten the planet, rising temperatures may only increase the 
usage. Now, an architect in Boston is trying to change not just how much energy 
temperature regulation in buildings requires, but how much it produces. Cristina Quinn of 
WGBH in Boston reports.

III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice

Greater Boston, L 07/12/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Suffolk DA Rachael Rollins Responds To Criticism” – While Suffolk County District 
Attorney Rachael Rollins was running for office, she was criticized by police groups and 
some businesses for her plan to forgo prosecutions in many cases for 15 low-level crimes. 
Since taking office, the criticism has continued, including in a Boston Globe op-ed from a 
fellow Massachusetts district attorney. Rollins joined Jim Braude to respond to these 
criticisms and more.

Greater Boston, L 08/14/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Will The Politics On Gun Control Shift This Time?” – Most Americans are in favor of 
expanded background checks for gun purchases, and President Donald Trump recently 
declared he was as well, in the wake of three recent mass shootings that left 34 dead in 
Texas, Ohio and California. The National Rifle Association is also in the midst of internal 
turmoil, as some Republican operatives told Washington reporters this week. But it 
remains to be seen just how far American opinions about gun control will shift, how Sen. 
Mitch McConnell will respond, and how far Democrats will push — and what for, 
exactly.

Greater Boston, L 08/05/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“What Drives Mass Murderers To Kill?” – After two mass shootings back-to-back over a 
violent weekend in America, many Republican leaders in particular emphasized the need 
to focus on mental health over gun control legislation. But is it such a clear trade-off 
between doing one or the other? To understand more of what drives mass shooters and 
the intersection of psychology, violence and guns, Jim Braude was joined by 
Northeastern University criminologist Jack Levin and neuropsychologist Robert 
Mendoza.



IV. Needs of Special Interest Groups

Greater Boston, L 07/22/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Boston Poised To Get Its First Pot Shop — In A Community Hit Hard By The War On 
Drugs” – Although Massachusetts voters approved recreational marijuana by ballot vote 
more than two years ago, the roll out of pot shops across the state has been notoriously 
slow. Boston has now given community host agreements to five such businesses, one of 
which — Pure Oasis in Dorchester — recently received a provisional license from the 
state. If the store opens in the coming months as planned, it would be the first from the 
state’s so-called ‘economic empowerment’ track, which is meant to ensure that 
communities of color that were disproportionately targeted by the War On Drugs can 
fully participate in the now-legal marijuana industry, which still remains largely white. 

PBS Newshour, N 07/10/19, 6pm, 60 min.
The Trump administration said Immigration and Customs Enforcement raids would begin 
Sunday in cities across the country, targeting undocumented immigrants who have 
received deportation orders. Immigrants and activists were prepared, but by the 
afternoon, there were no signs of a massive law enforcement operation. NewsHour 
Weekend’s Ivette Feliciano reports from New York City amid ongoing protests.

PBS Newshour, N 08/09/19, 6pm, 60 min.
African Americans have lost millions of acres of farmland across the South during the 
last century, in a trend propelled by economic forces, racism and white economic and 
political power. Most of the losses occurred since the 1950s. John Yang talks to Vann 
Newkirk of The Atlantic, which highlights the story in its September issue, about the 
origins of what Newkirk calls “the great land robbery.”

V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 

PBS Newshour, N 08/21/19, 6pm, 60 min.
A handful of interns is spending this summer in primitive conditions on a tiny, treeless 
island several miles off the coast of Maine. Their job? To monitor Atlantic puffins and 
other vulnerable seabirds. While the interns occasionally fend off predators like gulls, the 
biggest one, climate change, is much harder to dispel. Susan Sharon of Maine Public 
reports.



Greater Boston, L 08/13/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Weed’s Legal Limbo: Pot, Worker’s Rights And Driver Safety” – As Massachusetts 
continues to slowly roll out the legal sale of marijuana approved by voters three years 
ago, a few areas of continued contention have arisen. The Boston Globe earlier 
highlighted the cases of two Massachusetts employees who were terminated when drug 
tests revealed they had consumed marijuana in their personal time, even though they were 
not intoxicated on the job. On the issue of road safety, Gov. Charlie Baker has proposed 
hiring more "drug recognition experts" to test potentially high drivers, while some have 
said the science behind that testing is not certain, raising concerns about false negatives 
and residents’ civil liberties.

PBS Newshour, N 07/19/19, 6pm, 60 min.
More than 40 states currently allow people who receive welfare benefits to become 
eligible automatically for food stamps, or SNAP. But the Trump administration has 
announced new rules to restrict that automatic eligibility, meaning 3 million may stop 
receiving food stamps. William Brangham talks to the Urban Institute’s Elaine Waxman 
about why the move could hurt the people SNAP aims to help.

VI. Environment/Ecology

Amanpour and Company, N 08/21/19, 11pm, 60 min.
Veteran mountaineer David Breashears sits down with Hari Sreenivasan to explain the 
impact of climate change on our mountains and glaciers.

PBS Newshour, N 08/08/19, 6pm, 60 min.
The Trump administration has announced major changes to the Endangered Species Act, 
the landmark law signed by President Richard Nixon that's credited with saving iconic 
species like the bald eagle and the grizzly bear. William Brangham talks to Lisa 
Friedman of The New York Times about new rules around how scientists designate 
species as in need of protection and anticipated court challenges.

PBS Newshour, N 08/06/19, 6pm, 60 min.
Matthew Burtner is a composer and "eco-acoustician," weaving sounds he finds in the 
Alaskan tundra into his musical compositions. With climate change headlining the news, 
he hopes artists documenting the glacial melting might awaken their audiences -- and 
contribute to discussions about solutions. Valerie Kern of Alaska Public Media joined 
Burtner on a recent sound collection trip.



VII. Medical and Mental Health/Social Services

Greater Boston, L 09/05/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Mental Health Accessibility For Trans Students” –  As college campuses face what 
many describe as a mental health crisis, a growing number of universities and colleges 
are providing more resources to better support their students. But a new study finds there 
are some glaring disparities among trans and nonbinary students when it comes to mental 
health. Cristina Quinn reports.

Firing Line with Margaret Hoover, N 08/10/19, 4am, 30 min.
Rep. Pramila Jayapal, co-sponsor of the House Medicare for All Act, makes the case for a 
universal government-run health insurance program. She explains why she supports 
eliminating private insurance and what that would mean for the 150 million+ people with 
employer-based coverage. She also talks about the cost of Medicare for All and whether 
wait times for doctors’ visits would change.

PBS Newshour, N 08/19/19, 6pm, 60 min.
The Trump administration continues to restrict reproductive health care through federal 
law. Planned Parenthood, which provides reproductive health services to 1.5 million low-
income women nationwide, is a central target, and new rules governing federal funding 
could mean a major drop in the money that organization receives. Yamiche Alcindor 
reports and talks to Sarah Varney of Kaiser Health News.

VIII. Economy/Business

Greater Boston, L 07/10/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Gloucester Lobster Industry Feeling The Pinch From China Trade War” – China has 
become a major lobster importer of the local seafood dish. But one year into the U.S. 
trade war with China, coastal communities are taking a hit. Stephanie Leydon tells us 
about an effort to influence trade policy and protect the local lobster industry.

Greater Boston, L 07/09/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“Almost Half Of Americans Plan To Retire After 65 — Or Never” – While many look 
ahead to the golden years of retirement with glee, a new poll finds one in four people 
have no intention of ever retiring. Another one in four expect to work well past 65. And 
while some are staying in it for the love of the game, for most others, it's all about the 
money. Just 29 percent of people age 50 or older say they're highly confident they'll have 
enough savings for retirement — and only 14 percent of people younger than 50 feel 
prepared.



PBS Newshour, N 07/29/19, 6pm, 60 min.
The Federal Reserve cut a key short-term interest rate for the first time in a decade, 
lowering the federal funds rate a quarter point. It had raised that rate, which reflects what 
banks charge each other for loans, in December. But the news didn't satisfy Wall Street, 
where stocks fell significantly -- or President Trump. Judy Woodruff talks to the 
Brookings Institution's David Wessel.

IX. Family/Morality/Religion

PBS Newshour, N 08/19/19, 6pm, 60 min.
People who were sexually abused as children often need years to process what they’ve 
endured. By then, it’s often too late to take legal action against those responsible. But 
New York and a dozen other states are exploring changing the statutes of limitations. 
Lisa Desjardins reports and talks to Gail Coleman, a plaintiff in one of the New York sex 
abuse cases, and her attorney, Jennifer Freeman.

PBS Newshour, N 08/16/19, 6pm, 60 min.
A new investigation by the Associated Press and FRONTLINE finds allegations of 
physical and sexual abuse for some migrant children who are moved into government-
funded foster care after they are separated from their families. Jeffrey Brown talks to the 
AP’s Martha Mendoza about details of the allegations, who oversees the foster homes 
and why additional lawsuits may be forthcoming.

Greater Boston, L 08/26/19, 7pm, 30 min.
“'The Cruelty Is The Point': Lawyer Slams Federal Decision To End Special Medical 
Immigration Status” – Twenty local immigrant families that have been allowed to stay in 
the United States to receive medical care were told last week they must soon leave the 
country or face deportation. Last week, the U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services 
(USCIS) sent letters to these families — including some with children receiving 
treatment for cancer, epilepsy, or HIV — saying that their "medical deferred action" 
status that has enabled them to stay and legally work in the U.S. while receiving medical 
care for serious illnesses will not be renewed.

END REPORT


